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The Importance of the
American Sentinel

“What is the Sentinel for, but to be the voice of the watchmen 
on the walls of Zion, to sound the danger signal.”

Ellen G. White, Manuscript 16, 1890.

“The Sentinel is like a trumpet giving a certain sound; and all 
our people should read it carefully, and then send it to some 
relative or friend, thus putting to the best use the light that God 
has given them...
“The Sentinel has been, in God’s order, one of the voices sound-
ing the alarm, that the people might hear, and realize their 
danger, and do the work required at the present time....
“Let every worker for God comprehend the situation, and place 
the Sentinel before our churches, explaining its contents, and 
urging home the warnings and facts it contains. May the Lord 
help all to redeem the time.”

Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, December 18, 1888.
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Equal a~d exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or political.- Thomas J'efferson. 

VOLUME 5. 

The American Sentinel. 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, BY THEl 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

No. 43 BoNo ST., NEw Yoan:. 
.-------~---~-------~-~--··-----~-------

EDITORS, 

E. J. WAGGONER, ALONZO T. JONES. 

IT is in one sense with feelings of con
.siderable regret that the SENTINEL finds it 
necessary to sever its direct connection · 
with California. Personally our associa
tions there have been of the very pleasant
est. _.-Dear friends are there whom we hold 
in ever grateful remembrance. Profession
ally ~ur associations have also been of the 
pleasantest; and it is with the kindest 
remembrances toward our contemporaries, 
all, of Oakland and San Francisco, and 
especially the Times and the Tribune of 
Oakland, and the ]JJxaminer and the Alta 

of San Francisco, that the SENTINEL bids 
good-bye to the beautiful city by the 
Western Sea. Yet we all know that it was 
with the sole object of doing better service 
in the cause to which it is devoted that the 
SENTINEL made the change of location 
which it has made; and although we have 
been in. our new quarters but a few days, 

we have already seen abundance of ev
idence of the propriety of ·the move that 
has been made. It is therefore with the 
best of courage that we enter anew upon· 
our work with the beginning of this new 

year. 
---·~··~---

I1; is stated that the new government of 
Brazil proposes to sever the connection 
that existed under the monarchy between 
the State and the Roma:o. Catholic Church. 
But while Catholicism was the State re
ligion all other sects were tolerated. The 
only distinction made between that and 
other sects was that other denominations 
were restricted to the use of houses of wor
ship·''without the exterior form of tem-

NEW YORK, JANUARY 2, 1890. 

ples." This was construed to forbid simply 
the erection of steeples and the use of bells. 
The appropriations for religious purposes 
in Brazil in 1887-88 amounted to $454,000. 
The same budget appropriated $280,000 for 
education. Neither of these sums was 
large, and certainly the Brazilian estab
lishment was not very expensive, but the 
new government will do well to abolish it 
and let the churches support themselves, 
while the government looks after the 
schools. 

'----·-.-+----

The American Sentinel. 

WITH this number the AMERICAN SEN
TINEL enters upon the fifth year of its pub
lication. Started at Oakland, California, 
January, 1886, as an eight-page. monthly, 
it attained the first year to a total circula
tion of more than 136,000 copies; the second 
year of more than 255,000; and the third 
year of more than 600,000. This rapid 
growth showed a demand for the paper 
which seemed to the publishers to call for 
a· more frequent issue. Accordingly, in 
January, 1889, it was changed to an eight
page weekly; and more than a million 
copies were printed and circulated within 
a year. The rapidly multiplying demands 
for national religious legislation rendered 
it essential that our place of publtcation 
should be nearer the centers of informa
tion. We are therefore established at No. 
43 Bond Street, New York City, from 
which place the AMERICAN ·SENTINEL sa
lutes its old acquaintances and introduces 
itself to its new ones. 

The SENTINEL exists for the purpose of 
opposing all manner of religious legisla
tion, and every principle, effort, or move
ment, that tends in any way toward a 
union of religion and the State; and of 
maintaining in this opposition the prin
ciples announced by Jesus Christ and also 
embodied in the Declaration of Independ
ence and the United States Constitution. 

The SENTINEL is positively Christian. 
And as positively and decidedly as it is 
Christian, just so positively does it main
tain that Christianity, to remain pure and 

NUMBER 1. 

powerful, must never be connected, as such, 
in any way with the State; and that the 
State, properly to fulfil its functions, must 
never have anything whatever to do with 
religion, as such, or with religious observ
ances. With the Supreme Court of Ohio 
we hold that "united with government, 
religion never rises above the merest super
stition; united with religion, government 
never rises above the merest despotism; 
and all history shows us that the more 
widely and completely they are separated 
the better it is for both." And with Dr. 
Philip Schaff we hold that "secular power 
has proved a Satanic gift to the church, and 
ecclesiastical power has proved an engine 
of tyranny in the hands of the State." 
And the SENTINEL occupies this position 
because it is Christian, and because its 
editors and publishers love Jesus Christ 
and the religion which he brought to the 
world. 

The SENTINEL maintains that civil gov
ernment is an ordinance of God; that to 
the citizen it is supreme in civil things, 
for God has made it so by commanding 
Christians as well as al~ others to be sub
ject to it; and that the authority of civil 
government is over only the civil relations 
of men, and does not extend at all to 
religious things. 

The Saviour, when asked whether it was 
lawful to give tribute :to Cmsar or not, re
plied by stating a principle which is for all 
people and governments unto the end of 
the world-'' Render unto Cmsar the things 
that are Cmsar's; and unto God the things 
),;hat are God's." He separates forever that 
which men owe to God from that which 
they owe to civil government. Religious 
duties and observances men owe to God; 
civil duties and obligations they owe to 
the State. Christ has separated these 
things; and what God has put asunder let 
no man join together. 

Again, in Romans 13: 1-10, every soul is 
commanded to be subject unto the higher 
powers, to pay tribute, to render to all their 
dues; and then, after citing certain com
mandments which speak of the relationship 
of men to their fellowmen, theW ord says, 



2 THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

''And if there be any other commandment 
it is briefly comprehended in this saying, 
'Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.'" 
This word covers all the :field in which the 
duty of any man can be related to civil 
government. With the men who do the 
things there named no government can 
ever :find any fault. But in the points 
named there is not embraced any of the 
duties which men specifically owe to God~ 
Therefore, within the line of man's rela
tions to his fellowman, God has set the 
limit to the jurisdiction of civil govern
ment. Civil government never can go be
yond that limit without trenching upon 
ground where God has forbidden it to go. 
God has separated the duties which man 
owes to himself from those which civil gov
ernment may require; and wha't God has 
put asunder let no man join together. 

Therefore the SENTINEL maintains that 
it is the natural and inalienable right of 
every man to worship or not to worship 
according to the dictates of his own con
science; and that he is responsible to God 
alone for the exercise of that right. With 
George Washington we hold that ''every 
man who conducts himself as a good citizen 
is accountable alone to God for his religious 
faith." Any interference with this right 
on the part of any person or power is as 
unwarranted as it is unjust. 

The SENTINEL maintains that its prin
ciples, as thus set forth, are strictly in har
mony with the original intent of the gov
ernment of the United States under its 
Constitution. It was plainly declared by 
the framers of this government that "no 
religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust 
under the United States;" that "Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establish
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof;" and that "the govern
ment of the United States of .America is 
not in any sense £ounded on the Christian 
religion." It is tp_erefore not only as a 
Christian publication, but, per consequence, 
as a loyal .American publication, that the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL proposes to dissem
inate its p-rinciples. 

.And the SENTINEL cordially invites the 
co-operation of all lovers of Christianity 
and of the .American Constitution in the 
work to which it is devoted. 

Queer Ideas of Morals. 

IN the Iowa Sunday-law convention, 
President Blanchard of Wheaton College, 
Ill., said: "I would rather swear for half 
an hour than buy a Sunday paper for half 
a minute;" and in the annual convention 
of the National W. C. T. U., one of the 
representative speakers said: "i am a 
Christian, yet I would rather tell a lie than 
to put on a corset." It .may be that both 
these persons are Christians according to 
their understanding of what Christianity 
is; but such statements as these certainly 
betray a serious confusion of ethical ideas. 

Yet these are the people who want the 
State to legislate on the subject of morals 
and .religion, and to give legal force to 
their ideas of morals! When such people 
get control of legislation and of law their 
own narrow views and confused ideas of 
things become supreme, their will takes 
precedence of the will of God. Mr. Blan
chard is the gentleman who some time ago 
announced that in this matter of religious 
legislation they are "the representatives 
of God!" With this idea the above quo
tations are consistent, because such has 
ever been the course of the self-appointed 
"representatives of God" in government 
and law. 

" Is there not a Cause 1" 

Is there not a cause for the existence 
and the work not only of the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL, but also of many other papers 
of the same kind? Let us see. We have 
said the SENTINEL exists for the purpose 
.of opposing all manner of religious legis
lation and everything that tends toward 
any union of religion and the State; and 
of maintaining the principles of ').he United · 
States Constitution as it stands separated 
from religion. What now is there be
ing done in favor of religious legislation? 
What is being done to unite religion and 
the State? What is being done against 
the principles of the United States Con
stitution as it relates to religion? 

First, there is the National Reform As
sociation, headquarters in Philadelphia, an 
association in the twenty-sixth year of its 
existence, whose one leading purpose is to 
secure an amendment to the National Con
stitution declaring this to be a Christian 
nation, empowering Congress to legislate 
upon the subject of the Christian religion, 
and pledging the United States Govern
ment to the maintenance of Christian in-· 
stitutions and Christian morality, as such; 
in all the land. 

Second, the American Sabbath Union, 
headquarters in this city, whose sole pur
pose of existence is to secure an act of 
Congress by which the observance of the 
Lord's day as a day of rest and religious 
worship shall be enforced by the national 
power within its jurisdiction, and thus to 
make effective by its example all such 
laws already in existence in the States. 

These two are one so far as the Sunday 
legislation goes, and with both these to 
secure what they both demand, are more 
or less perfectly allied,-the National 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union; 
the third-party Prohibition party; the 
Evangelical .Alliance; and last, but not 
by any means the least, the Catholic 
Church. The National Reform .Associa
tion declares for the establishment of a 
theocracy in the place of the government 
of the United States under its present 
Constitution; the National W. C. T. U. 
declares for the same; the. representatives 
of the American Sabbath Union and the 

Prohibition party declare that in their 
work for legislation they are the "repre
sentatives of God" and "the successors of 
the prophets;" and everybody knows what 
the Catholic Church means by the declara
tion of the Lay Congress lately held, in 
favor of legislation, to secure which it pro~ 
poses to seek an alliance with Protestants. 
Besides this, Pope Leo XIII. has long ago 
commanded ''all Catholics" to ''do all in 
their power to cause the Constitutions of 
States and legislation to be modeled on the 
principles of the true church." 

Besides the work of these different bodies, 
as organizations, there are a number of 
papers which advocate the principles which 
the organizations seek to have enacted into 
law. There are two papers-the Ghris
tianStatesman and the GhristianNaiion
representing the National Reform .Associa
tion. There is one-the 11fail and Express 
of this city~which is the official organ of 
the .American Sabbath Union; besides 
which the Union possesses the influence of 
nearly all the religious ·papers of the 
country, both Protestant and Catholic, and 
of some secular on!OlS. The National W. C. 
T. U. adds the influence of its organ-the 
Union Signat· the Prohibition party like
wise joins its Voice with all these others 
demanding religious legislation. And yet 
ir.. addition to all these there is Joseph 
Cook's magazine, Our Day,-Mr. Cook 
himself being a vice-president of the Na
tional Reform .Association. 

What have these organizations already 
accomplished? In the Fiftieth Congress, 
May 21, 1888, they secured the introduction 
in the United States Senate of the B.lair 
Sunday-Rest Bill, and worked hard to 
secure its passage; but· that Congress ex
pired, and the bill died without their wish 
being fulfilled. In the same Congress, 
May 25, 1888, there was introduced a 
"Joint Resolution proposing an' amend
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States respecting establishments of religion 
and free public schools," which proposed 
to enforce by national power the teachings 
of "the principles of the Christian re
ligion" in all . the public schools of the 
country. This resolution was indorsed by 
the National Reform Association as em
bodying the very thing for which that 
.Association haq. been working for twenty
five years. This also died with the Fiftie~h 
Congress. 

Yet all these organizations have con
tinued, by every means which they could 
employ, to work up public favor for the 
legislation which they demand. The Fifty
first Congress had been in existence scarcely 
a week before Senator Blair re-introduced 
both his Sunday-Rest bill and the Joint 
Resolution proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States; 'and 
the organizations named are pledged to 
secure, if possible, the adoption of . theJse 
measures before the present Congress shall 
expire. Besides the Blair. amendment pro~ 
posed in 1888 and again: in 1889, there is. 
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the Edmunds amendment proposed in 1876, 
which is strongly advocated for re-intro
duction in the Fifty-first Congress. It only 
remains to be seen whether these forces 
shall be able to find enough Senators and 
Representatives who are willing to play 
into their hands .to the extent of passing 
their demands into actual .law. 

From these facts it is seen that there is 
already formed and inactive working order 
a combination of all the leading religious 
bodies for the avowed purpose of securing 
national legislation in the interests of re· 
ligion, and fo'r the enforcement of religious 
observances. The United States Senate, 
sixty years ago thi_s winter, stated an un· 
deniable truth when it said, "Extensive 
religious combinations to effect a political 
object are always dangerous." Here, then, 

·is a religious combination which is about 
as extensive as it would be possible to form 
in the United States. It is to effect a po
litical purpose, for it is solely to control 
legislation; and what is worse, though in
evitable, is that it seeks to control legisla
tion in its own interests. It is therefore 
dangerous, and as dangerous as it is ex
tensive. 

We ask, therefore, whether there is not 
a cause for the existence of the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL? And is there not need that 
something shall be said to call the atten
tion of the people to these things, which 
are so utterly subversive of American 
principles, and which involve the most 
sacred rights of men? 

We know that a great many people pass 
it by with the remark that there is no 
danger, and that there is no need of any 
special discussion of it; and this is partic
ularly so on the pa'rt of those who are most 
active in the demand for the legislation. 
We know that these things were said four 
years ago, when the first number of the 
SENTINEL was printed; and there was not 
then one-tenth of the forces in existence in 
this line that there are now. But the 
SENTINEL knew then as we:tl as it knows 
now that there i:::: treachery in it. The 
SENTINEL told the people so then : it tells 
them so now. It is true. Incredulity will 
not escape it: unbelief will not disprove it. 
We do not impugn ·the motives of the 
people who are demanding religious legis
tion. We do not say that all the leaders 
of the organizations named mean treach
ery, nor that they are designedly doing 
that which they know to be fraught with 
danger to the people. We only say that 
there is danger in it. It matters not what 
may be ·the motives or the intentions of 
those who are engaged in it, the thing is 
evil in itself, and danger is inherent in it; 
and when the thing is accomplished and 
the discovery made that it is only evil and 
that continually, it will not be a very great 
comfort to be assured that those who did 
it were good people and meant well. 

The AMERICAN SENTINEL knows what it 
is doi:tig, and intends to be true to its name 
in sounding the alartn and giving warning 

of the imminent danger that inheres in the 
demands that are being made and in a 
measure granted for legislation in the 
interests of religion. A. T. J. 

That Sunday-L.aw Petition, 

IN every possible place in the country 
there is now being circulated by the Amer
ican Sabbath Union, and the National 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
the following petition to Congress:-

''To the House of Representatives of 
the United States [duplicate to the Sen
ate"]:~ 

"The undersigned organizations, and adult resi
dents (21 years of age or more) of the United States, 
hereby petition your Honorable Body to pass a bill, 
forbidding, in the United States mail and military 
service, and in interstate commerce, and in the 
District of Columbia, and in the Territories, all 
Sunday traffic and work, except works of religion 
and works of real necessity and mercy, and such 
private work by those who religiously and regularly 
observe another day of the week, by abstaining from 
labor and business, as will neither interfere with 
the general rest nor with public worship." 

This petition has been largely signed, 
and many times more largely indorsed, 
but we seriously question whether one of 
those persons has ever taken the precautioJ.1 
to study the petition to know really what 
it asks for. We propose to look into it a 
little, to see what that petition embodies. 

It asks Congress, within its jurisdiction, 
to forbid all Sunday traffic and work with 
certain exceptions. What are the excep
tions? 

First, "except works of religion." Sup
pose then that Congress should pass a biil 
embodying the very words of the petition 
so far. Then no body in the . Territories, 
the District of Columbia, the army, the 
navy, or in interstate commerce could do 
any work on Sunday except works of re" 
ligion. Is that all that would need to be 
done? Is that the only, step that would 
need to be taken ?-Not by any means. 
The question would at once arise, ''What 
religion is it, whose works only are ex
cepted?" And the question would have to 
be answered : There are several kinds of 
religion in the country .. There is the 
Christian religion, the Mormon religion, 
the Chinese religion, the Buddhist religion, 
the Agnostic religion, and many others of 
lesser note. Now there are works that 
would be perfectly consistent with certain 
of these religions, and in fact a necessary 
part of these religj_ons, which would not by 
any means be consistent with the Christian 
religion. Such works performed by these 
on Sunday in perfect conformity with 
their own religion, would not be considered 
as being in any sense in harmony with the 
Christian religion nor according to the 
Christian idea as to what is proper work 
on Sunday. 

The next thing, therefore, to do, and it 
would have to be done, would be for Con
gress or the Supreme Court to define what 
religion it is whose works only shall be ex
cepted, and just as soon as that definition 

should be set forth, there would be an es
tablished religion in the United States. 
For wherever a government selects a par
ticular religion, and bestows favor and 
protection upon that religion above all 
others, and at the expense of all others, 
there is an established religion, and such 
would be the first and inevitable result if the 
request of that petition were enacted into 
law. This is indisputable, because if the 
phrase "works of religion" be left unde
fined by the government, and everybody 
left, each for himself, to decide what 
works of religion are proper for Sunday, 
then the law would be of no effect what· 
ever. Besides it is not the right principle 
of government that the subject shall inter· 
pret the law in his own case. The govern· 
ment must interpret its own laws and 
define its own terms, used in the laws. 
The government, therefore, having en
acted a law in which is found the phrase 
"works of religion" must define the mean• 
ing of the phrase. It must declare what 
religion is meant; it must define what are 
the works of that religion; and the mo
ment that is done there is an established 
religion. And it is needless to say to any 
well informed person that an established 
religion is an unmitigated evil in any form 
whatever. Are all those who have signed 
or indorsed that petition ready for this 
thing for which they have asked? 

Again, in excepting, with works of "real 
necessity and mercy," only "works of re
ligion," it is shown to be wholly in the in
terests of religion that the demand is made. 
It is clearly religious legislation that is 
demanded, and they do propose virtually 
to compel men to religious observances. 
Of course it does not say in so many words 
that the people shall do works of religion, 
but it does say they shall not do any• 
thing but that. And, further, if they are 
willing to go so far at the very first step, 
having once secured this, how long will it 
be before they will take the next step and 
actually demand that the people shall do 
works of religion on that day which they 
have got the national Legislature to set 
apart for that special purpose? 

Secondly, it proposes to "except" "pr:i· 
vate works_ by those who religiously and' 
regularly observe another day of the 
week." Whoever, therefore, will come 
within this exception must ''religiously 
and regularly observe another day of the 
week by abstaining from labor and bud~ 
ness." Therefore this petition does ask 
that whoever does not want to keep Sun· 
day shall be compelled to religiously ob· 
serve another day. In other words, the 
petitioners propose to have Congress enact 
a law which shall enforce the religious ob
servance of another day than Sunday upon 
those who do not choose to keep Sunday. 

But when they propose to compel all 
who do not keep Sunday; to religiously 
observe another day, that plainly proves 
that it is also the religious observance of 
Sunday which they ask shall be enforced 
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- by a law of the United States. This is 
confirmed by that clause of the petition 
which speaks of those who "religiously" 
observe another day "by abstaining from 
labor and business." This shows that in 
the mind of the one who wrote that peti
tion, to regularly abstain from labor and 
business on a certain day is to religiously 
observe that day. Now the petition asks 
Congress to "forbid," within its jurisdic-
tion, "all Sunday traffic and work," which, . 
by the definition of thepetition itself, is to 
enforce the religious observance of Sunday. 
·In logical formula the matter stands 
thus:-

To regularly abstain from labor and 
business on a certain day is to religiously 
observe that day. 

The petition asks Congress to compel all 
withiri its jurisdiction to regularly abstain 
from all labor and business on Sunday. 

Th~refore the petition does ask Congress 
to compel all within its jurisdiction to re-
ligiously observe Sunday. . 

The truth is that that petition for a Sun
day law does not, and never did, contem
plate anything else than that religious 
observances shall be enforced by such 
law. But the enforcement of religious 

·observances by law is wicked in every 
form in which it may be proposed. It 

·was to guard the rights of the people 
from such interferences as this that the 
Constitution was made to declare that 
"Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or prohibiting 

·the free exercise thereof." For Congress 
to compel men in any way whatever tore
ligious observance is to prohibit the free 
exercise of religion-even in those who 
already practice the religious observances 
sought to be enforced. This petition asks 
Congress to do an unconstitutional thing; 
and any bill introduced in Congress in 
harmony with the petition will be an at
tempt to do an unconstitutional thing. 

There is another point in these '' excep
tions" that is worthy of attention. The 
petition asks that the law shall '' ::x;cept" 
"private work by those who rehg1ously 
and regularly observe another day of the 
week," &c. A.nd the writer of this article 
heard the author of the petition say that 
this means "work in the home." 

Now we should like to know how the 
Sunday-law people are going to be able to 
tell whether· or not anybody is doing any 
private work in his home on Sunday un
less they enter into that person's home to 
see, or else set spies upon him and his 
home to detect whether he does such work 
or not. This petition, therefore, does ask 
that the private affairs, and the homes of 
American citizens shall on Sunday be made 
subject to the invasion and the bigoted 
surveillance of the Sunday-law meddlers. 

· But our fathers supposed they had enough 
of that to l~st 'them and their children 

· through all time to come, when they threw 
off the yoke of England; and they, there

: fore1 expressed their mind to that effect 

when they declared in Article IV. of the 
United States Constitution, that "the right 
of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and effects, against un
reasonable searches and seizures, shall not 
be violated." That that petition is con
trary to this provision of the Constitution, 
there can be no honest dispute. Under 
this government every man's house is his 
castle. He is lord there. And no man, 
no set of men, on this earth has any right 
whatever to invade the privacy of that 
home. The government itself cannot do 
it, it is forbidden to do it except upon a 
warrant issued in proper form. "And no 
warrants shall issue but upon probable 
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be 
sear0hed, and the persons or things to be 
seized." 

Therefore it is proved by this count also 
that the petition for a national Sunday law 
which is being circulated by the American 
Sabbath Union does ask Congress to do an 
unconstitutional thing, and any bill pro
posed in Congress embodying this part of 
the petition will be an attempt to do an 
unconstitutional thing. 

The fact is that the whole Sunday-law 
scheme which is now so extensively worked, 
is nothing else than an attempt to carry 
into effect here that same despotic spirit of 
religious meddling in civil things that has 
been the bane of all nations but this,-'-and 
this one has been free from it only since 
the formation of the national Constitu
tion and of the national government by 
it. 

As we said at the first, we do not sup
pose that one person in ten of those .~ho 
have either signed or indorsed that pet1t10n 
ever looked into it to see what it does 
really ask. This is not spoJmn of the 
lead~rs however; we are perfectly satisfied 
that they know precisely what the petition 
asks for, and that they are ready to enforce 
all its provisions, just as soon as they can 
secure the much-coveted power to do it. 
But are all . the people ready to have it 
done? 

For convenience' sake we here insert the 
following petition to Congress, which we 
ask t.he reader to examine and compare 
with the Sunday-law petition, and then 
candidly ask himself whether it is not 
more worthy of the indorsement of Amer
ican citizens than the other. This petition 
covers the other one and more; it is against 
the proposed constitutional amendment 
also. 

'' we, the undersigned, adult residents of the 
United States 21 years of age or more, hereby 
respectfully but earnestly, petition your Honorable 
Body not to' pass any bill in regard to the obserya;nce 
of the Sabbath, or Lord'~ day, o:.: any other rehgiO';IS 
or ecclesiastical institutwn or nte; nor. to favor lU 
any way the adoption of any ~eso~utwn for the 
amendment of the national Const1tut~on.that would 
iii any way give preference to the pn!lc~ples of any 
one religion above another, or that. wlllm anY. ':"ay 
sanction legislation upon .the subJect of. r~hgwn: 
but that the total separatiOn between re~gw.n and 
the State assured bv our national Const1tut10n as 
it now is,' tnay forever remain as our fathers estab-
lished it." · A. 'I'. J. 

What Christ Taught. 

Mr. HuGH 0. PENTECOST, formerly a 
minister; now the editor of the Twentieth 
Century, a "liberal" paper, has in a recent 
issue of his journal this criticism:-

"The Rev. Dr. Greer, of New York, said at the 
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, in Boston, that 
'sharp antagonisms have arisen between church 
and State, but since the Declaration of Independence 
Christ's own idea of a free church in a free State 
has been winning its way more and more.' What 
nonsense 1 Christ never had any idea of ' a free 
church in a free State.' J;f he had, the Gospels do 
not reveal it." 

He further avers that Christ was a ''com
munistic-anarchist, like Herr -Most." If 
this last had been omitted, one might sup
pose that the editor of Twentieth Century 
was honest in saying that Christ had no 
idea of ''a free church in a free State;'? -
but the latter statement marks the whole 
thing as malicious. Fancy Herr Most 
mstructing one of his followers to pay a 
tax that he was not legally bound to pay, 
as did the Saviour, to avoid giving offense. 
(See Matt. 17: 24-27.) But like too many 
ministers Mr. Pentecost has evidently been 
a poor student of the Scriptures. But it is 
too much to believethathe is ignorantofthe 
fact that Christ plainly taught the total · 
separation of church and State; and as a 
necessary consequence, a free church at 
least: for that church, and .only' that 
church, is free which is answerable only 
to God, and whose members recognize no 
authority, in morals, but the law of God. 

· The words ''Render therefore unto Cresar 
the things that are Cres~r's; and unto God 
the things that are God's," brand forever 
and in all places as anti-Christian all efforts 
to unite church and State; and they also 
give the lie to the assertion that Christ 
knew nothing of a free church. 

Dr. Greer is, however, in error in sup
posing that Christ's idea of the proper re
lation of church and State has been gain
ing ground ever since the Declaration of 
Independence. For a time it did gain 
ground, and was at high tide when the 
first amendment to the Constitution was 
adopted. No marked change had taken 
place when, in 1828, a committee ~f the 
United States Senate pronounced m un
~istakablelanguage against Congressional 
interference in behalf of f1lny religious in
stitution, and declared. extensive religious 
combinations to effect political objects al
ways dangerous. But -for more than a 
quarter of a century the National Reform
ers have been making most determined 
efforts to roll back the car of progress; 
and in this they are now being so ably 
seconded by other and more powerful or· 
ganizations that there is grave cause to 
fear that the next decade will witness a 
return to as bad or even a worse state of 
affairs thati. existed in the early days of 
Massachusetts. Did the present genera· 

j<, 

'tion know the meaning of liberty, as our 
forefathers knew it, all might be well. 
But when tuen ·everywhere close their eyes 
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to a thousand times greater danger than 
that which the Senate Committee on Post
offices and Post-roads saw so plainly over 
sixty years ago, is there not cause to be 
alarmed lest we lose the priceless boon of 
religious liberty through the sheer indiffer
ence of the masses, who forget that "eter
nal vigilance is the price of liberty." 

C. P. B. 
----·-+-----
Pushing the Matter. 

THE following from the Minneapolis 
Journal of the 14-th ult. is interesting read
ing. _ It shows about as plainly as any
thing we ever saw, the temper of the Sun
day-law advocates. They are determined 
to succeed and will stop at nothing which 
promises to aid their cause. The Journal 
says:-

Within the past two weeks leading pas
tors of the city have been in receipt of a 
paper which outlines a plan whereby it is 
expected that better Sunday observance 
will be secured in Minneapolis .. The Sun
day newspaper, it will be seen from what 
follows, is the head and front of the of
fending. 

This paper is i:q the nature of a solemn 
agreement made very binding, and it has 
already been signed by a large number of 
leading ministers of the city. The paper, 
or agreement, put into concise shape, is as 
follows:-

,' In order to correct the misapprehension that 
there is any difference of opinion among the pastors 
of this city· with reference to the enforcement of 
Sunday laws, we pledge ourselves to stand by one 
another in thiE; 

"L We believe in using every right endeavor to 
bring about an abridgement of Sunday work in the 
public as well as in the private industries. 

"2. We are united in demanding persistently 
and continuously the enforcement of all the laws 
whatsoever that refer to Sitbbath desecration. And 
this means the closing of Sunday theaters. 

"3. We pledge ourselves to withhold all patron
age from the Sunday newspaper both in the matter of 
subscription and advertisement and to persuade our 
people, in so far as possible, to take the same posi· 
tion. We do this believing that the Sunday news
paper is the head and front of all offending." 

The iron-clad agreement has been signed, 
as noted, by a large numb!)r of ministers 
of the city. But the signing of this mani
festo is not all that has been done. The 
evening of the third Sunday in the month 
of January next has been selected as an 
occasion upon which the Sunday observ
ance question is to have the biggest cler
ical shaking up in the history of the city. 
An elaborate plan has been prepared which 
. ' 
outlined, is afl follows :-

A large number of hacks or carriages 
will be retained and held for duty. Each 
minister in the city will have one of these 
three points above noted assigned to him 
as a text for a short, pithy address. He 
will make this address in his own church, 
for instance, will thc1i be driven rapidly 
to another church nearest at hand where 
he. will repeat the address, and then he 
will go to another church and another un-

til he l1as used up all the evening's time· 
Another minister will have another topic 
and will follow the same plan, and still 
another the last topic. Thus divided up 
by threes the ministers will keep moving 
from one church to another all the even
ing, giving to each congregation as many 
addresses as possible and all of them red 
hot. The State organization, which has 
the matter of Sunday observance in hand, 
will soon issue the formal call for these 
meetings. It is the intention of the mov
ers in this affair to attract immense audi
ences to the churches and to give them 
the most earnest and powerful talks on 
the subject. that the ministers of Minneap
olis can utter. Said a gentleman closely 
connected with the movement this morn
ing:-

" We mean business. We are going to 
push this matter. You say that there is a 
leading orthodox pastor in the city, who, 
it is reported, likes to read the Sunday 
paper? All right; just Jet him refuse to 
sign this paper then. That's all. Just let 
him refuse to sign such a paper, and. see 
what effect it would ha.ve. I tell you he'll 
have to come out of the rain." 

----~·~---

The Illinois Sunday Convention. 

THE Illinois Sabbath Association held its 
Convention in Chicago, November 20, 21. 
It was attended mostly by the leaders of 
that organization in the State. Dr. Crafts 
was also present. The attendance was not 
large aside from these leading men in the 
movement. 

The utterances contained nothing spe
cially new in the way of argument. But 
one could not help being impressed with 
the thought that as a company of Christian 
ministers they were calling loudly for civil 
Jaw to compel Christians to do what it was 
their duty as Christians to do any way. 

Dr. Mallernee said mneh of this work on 
the Sabbath is performed by church mem
bers, and the pastors do not dare to preach 
against it. The logic of this statement 
would seem to teach that the church mem
bers work on Sunday; if the pastors preach 
against it they will lose their members. 
Therefore let us have a law to compel 
everybody to keep Sunday, so our church 
members may be able to keep it just as 
well as not, and so save the pastors the 
disagreeable task. of doing their duty. But 
if ministers do not now do their duty in 
this line; and if church members are so 
sadly remiss in Sabbath keeping, would it 
not be just as well to labor for the conver
sion of the ministry and church, and not 
spend so much time trying to make senti
ment that will induce the State to compel 
Christians· to do their supposed religious . 
duties? 

The railroads and street cars were es
pecially arraigned· for their Sunday traffic. 
And one would be almost led to believe 
that the railroads especially were a curse 
rather than a blessing because they made 

room for so much Sunda:Y labor. In regard 
to these, Dr. Crafts said that the railroads 
are owned by Christian men, and what we 
want is something that will quicken theil' 
consciences in regard to the sin of Sunday 
labor. Dr. Delano said in his address that 
we have ,no Sabbath, and ministers and 
college presidents are responsible for it. 
These assertions in regard to Christians, 
and especially ministers, failing to do their 
duty were heard from the lips of nearly 
every man who spoke in the Convention. 
And we watched closely for the argument 
that would enable us to see just why it was 
necessary to ask Congress to compel all to 
do the duties of a Christian, in order that 
Christians might do their duty without 
inconvenience. It must be that they are 
trying to go in the way of a young man, 
who in a revival in a small town in Illinois 
asked the brethren . to pray for him that 
he might" go to heaven on flowery beds of 
ease." 

The arguments that are made against 
this civil Sunday-law movement were 
spoken of a time or two and said to be un
worthy of notice, but in an evening meet
ing a leading man spent quite a while in 
endeavoring to answer these objections. 
He brought them forward one by one and 
with all the vehement energy of a powerful 
frame declared them false and really no 
objections at all. We waited in vain for 
the argument, but it was not made; to 
those who can be convinced by assertion 
his talk was, perhaps, conclusive; but to 
those wanting facts and arguments his 
speech would not commend itself. Evi
dently some of the arguments are troubling 
.them and they want to either pass them by 
in silence or meet them with simple asser
tion and appeal to the sympathies or 
prejudices of the people. 

It seemed to us that the most significant 
statement of the Convention was one made 
by Dr. Mallernee. He said, "We must 
rally on the secular side of this question." 
The secular side he thought would help to 
carry it through. How unfair for men 
claiming to be Christians to try to carry a 
measure in which the real issue is kept in 
the background, and a subject that can be 
made popular by appealing to the selfish 
motives of personal benefit pushed to the 
front! These men assert with indignant 
emphasis that they do not want religious 
legislation. Oh, no! But Sunday observ
ance is a doctrine held by the Christian 
church, and when the Christian clergy 
inaugurate a . movement to secure civil 
legislation in its favor, and then that move· 
ment is carried on almost solely by the 
clergy and various societies of Christians, 
there is room for strong apprehensions as 
to what will be the result if it succeeds. I£ 
their leaders exhort them to keep the 
"secular" side to the front, the inevitable 
conclusion is that they have the religious 
side in the background. This is the charge 
we make, and the_ logic of their own utter· 
ances is the basis of our oharge, and when 
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once their scheme is carried into effect the 
mask will be torn aside and religious des
potism, with all its retinue of evii and 
superstition, will he made to appear. 

That the men who are pushing this so
called reform do not realize what would be 
its outcome we most sincerely believe; but 
a little study of the philosophy of their 
movement in the light of history ought' to 
convince the most skeptical what could be 
its only result. And would it not be well 
for the leaders in this Sunday-law agitation 
to stop to consider the advisability of re
turning to the old gospel methods, pure 
and simple, of persuading meu to come to 
Christ, and devote all their energies to 
that? And let them first begin their work 
by laboring for the conversion of the min
isters and ch·urch members whose spiritual 
condition they so sadly deplore, and then 
re-enforced by an awakened ministry and a 
revived church carry the work into new 
territory and win those to the Master who 
know him not. This, and this alone, is 
the work of the minister and the church, 
and. it will have a better influence on the 
State and make its politics purer than for 
them to attempt to secure legislation tend
ing toward a supposed advancement of the 
kingdom of Christ. A. 0. TArT. 

Importance of Right Motives. 

THE Christian Statesman of December 
12, quotes a report of the action of Judge 
Ridley, of Tennessee, who is said to have 
declared church ra:ffies illegal, and to ha\'"e 
charged a grand jury ''to indict all persons 
buying and selling tickets, and also those 
who in any way contributed to the man
agement of the ra:ffies." After stating that 
the judge ordered the enforcement of the 
law on the ladies of St. Joseph Church of 
Nashville, the report says:-

''We rejoice at this step. When the professed 
church of Jesus Christ permits gambling, lottery, 
raffle, cheating, or swindling-disguised or open-in 
any shape, we trust that the strong arm of the civil 
law will fall upon her at once, for it is a shame and 
disgrace to the Christian name." 

. The action of the judge was right, 
because gambling is essentially uncivil. It 
is a form of robbery. But the report says, 
" We rejoice at this step"-why ?-"for it 
is a shame and disgrace to the Christian 
name." 

There is danger lurking in that clause. 
It shows that the writer and those who 
indorse him rejoice at the enforcement 
of civil law,-not because it protects the 
civil rights of citizens, but because they 
think it will help Christianity by keeping 
Christians from disgracing the '' Christian 
name." Whenever the church is about to 
disgrace the Christian name, then these 
people "trust that the strong arm of the · 
civil law will fall upon her at once." Since 
it is the duty of the church to not disgrace 
the Christian name, and since the . mem
bers are subject to discipline !"hen they do 
it, therefore the ChriqtUJ;n Stateeman and 

its adherents want the civii authorities to 
see to it that the church does her duty, 
and to enforce her discipline by "the 
strong arm of the civil law" when neces
sary to accomplish this end. And what is 
this but church and State. 

It is not enough that the action be right; 
it must proceed from correct motives; and 
every time a law is enforced (no matter 
how good the law) from religious motives, 
the false principle is established in the 
mind that it is right to compel people by 
law to be religious. 

[The principle stated by the writer is 
correct, and his criticism just as to the 
Christian Statesman, but it is only justice 
to say that there is in the facts stated 
nothing to show that the motive of the 
judge was not a purely civil and proper 
one.-EDITOR SENTINEL. J 

Once established, this principle lays a 
foundation for the enforcement by the 
State of everything pertaining to 3, church 
creed. To illustrate: . If you compel a man 
to stop drinking because you think it will 
ruin his soul, you adopt the principle that 
it is right to prohibit by law anything 
which in your judgment would be an 
injury to men's souls. This is the princi
ple of the papacy precisely, and is the open 
door to all the despotism of the Dark Ages. 
And there is no principle growing faster 
in America to-day. Everywhere you will 
hear it said, that this law and that law, 
and another ought to be enforced-why? 
In order that people might be more civil? 
No, you will seldom hear that; but they 
will tell you they want laws enforced to 
keep men from going to perdition, to com
pel them to show respect for God and 
Christianity, to stem the tide of immor

.ality and irreligion, that is hurrying men 
to hell. And these deluded people do not 
realize that, by failing to comprehend the 
fact that government has nothing to do 
with saving souls, or with keeping people 
from perdition, they are establishing a 
principle which has caused the ruin of 
more people than almost anything else in 
the world. 

It is time for Americans to open their 
eyes and study well the principles upon 
which their actions are based. 

A. DELOS WESTCOTT. 

THE American Standard remarks that 
"a good deal is said about hard times in 
Iowa, yet the State has just paid the last 
dollar of her debt, and taxes are to be re
duced one-third. If prohibition has accom
plished this, it's a big feather in the cap of 
prohibition." Whether prohibition in Iowa 
has reduced taxation or not, it has done 
one good thing : it has demonstrated, not 
only there but in Kansas and the Dakotas, 
that all hope of prohibition is not bound 
up in the so-cl;Llled Prohibition party. It 
has been demonstrated in those States that 
.when public sentiment is educated up to 
that point the people will adopt prohibition 
regardless of parties. 

Another Sunday Law Proposed. 

WE are advised from Washington that 
a Sunday-rest bill for the District of Co
lumbia will be introduced by Congressman 
W. C. P. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, soon 
after the holidays. The wording of the 
bill will be about the same as the national 
bill introduced by Senator Blair; and, like 
the Blair bill, will contain a clause ex
empting from its penalties those who ''con• 
scientiously believe in and observe any 
other day than Sunday as the Sabbath, or 
as a day of religious worship, provided 
such labor [as they may engage in] be not 
done to the disturbance of others." This, 
it is thought by friends of the bill, will 
silence the opposition of seventh-day peo
ple. In fact, referring to this very thing, 
Mrs. M. E. Catlin, Superintendent of the 
Sabbath Observance Department of Dis
trict W. C. T. U., recently said: "I think 
that we have taken the wind out of their 
sails by giving them an exemption clause." 
We trust, however, that in this she is mis
taken. Exemption clauses may make Sun
day laws less oppressive to the few, but 
they do not make them right, nor change 
in the least degree their pernicious in
fluence. 

We are also informed· that the plan is to 
urge the passage of the District bill, hoping 
thereby to make it easier to secure the 
passage of the national bill. Mrs. Bateham 
is credited with saying:-

"Do little for the national bill now, but work for 
the local law. When we secure a law for the District 
it will be easy to get Congress to pass a similar law 
for the Nation." 

To be forewarned is to be forearmed 
' and we trust that the friends of liberty of 

conscience in the District of Columbia
whether seventh-day, first-day, or· no-day 
people-will refuse to be taken in the snare 
that is being so artfully laid for their feet. 
The passage of a local Sunday law by Con
gress may seem a small thing, but it would 
be a blow directed at religious liberty 
throughout the length and breadth of our 
land. A little more than sixty years ago 
Congress was asked to suspend the carry
ing of the mails on Sunday. The petition 
was referred to the Committee on Post
offices and Post-roads, of which Hon. Rich
ard M. Johnson, of Kentucky, was chair
man. In their report the committee said : 

'' This first effort of the kind calls for the estab· 
lishment of a principle which, in the opinion of the 
committee, would lay the foundation for dangerous 
innovations upon the spirit of the Constitution, and 
upon the religious rights of the citizen. If admitted, 
it may be justly apprehended that the future meas
ures of the government will be strongly marked, if 
not eventually controlled, by the same influence." 

These words, and the reason set forth in 
them, are applicable to the present demand 
for a Sunday law for the District of Co
lumbia; and we trust that they have lost 
none of their force. They prevailed to de
feat a scheme for religious legislation then; 
may they not be equally potent now? 

C. P. B. 
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in this country by the minions of 
a foreign pretender to a usurped 
throne in Italy. 

--o--

THE field secretary of the 
American Sabbath Union is Rev. 
W. F. Crafts, of this city. Down 
at Washington City the other 
day, in a sermon on the Sunday- DECEMBER 9-11, the American 
law question, he held up a back- Sabbath Union held its first an
wards saw which he says he got niversary in this city. The at
at Nazareth, i~ Palestine, and tendance was about fifty. Papers 
which is emblematic of the course were read, speeches were made, 
of certain leaders in the Sunday and eighteen resolutions were 
movement, and informed his au- passed. One paper "prepared ex
dience that it was such a saw as pressly for the occasion," but not 
that that Christ laid down "Sat- presented, was entitled "Some 
urday nights" at the close of his Lessons Learned During the Past 
week's work, and preparatory to Year.'' If that paper was pre
his weekly rest on Sunday. And pared by the field secretary we 
everybody knows, or ought to should like very much to see it 
know, that Christ never worked or hear it read, especially if he 
on Saturday and never kept Sun- gave an impartial account of cer
q.ay while he was in this world. tain things which we know that 
Everybody knows, or ought to he learned. The Union decided 
know, that Saturday was the Sab- to establish the' headquarters of 
bath in Christ's day; and that he the field secretary in Washington 
rested instead of worked on that City. This is in order that he 
day. Sunday, we are infm;med may be on the spot to superin
by the theologians, is kept in tend the passing of the Sunday 
memory of Christ's resurrection; laws which they demand. 
and it is hardly likely that he 
commemorated his own resurrec
tion before that event occurred. 
Query: In that statement did 
Mr. Crafts manifest his own ig
norance, or did he presume upon 
the ignorance of his audience ? 
If the latter, was it honest? If 
the former, ought he not to learn 
before he takes it upon himself 
to teach? 

--0--. 

THE statement 'of Dr. Schaff 
that Sunday laws are a cqnnect
ing link between church and State 
is a truth that can be demon
strated by more than one line of 
argument embodying proofs as 
strong as Holy Writ. Wherever 
there are Sunday laws, therefore, 
there is a union of church and 
State. This is one great reason 

--o-- why the AMERICAN SENTINEL is 

IT is announced from R so uncompromisingly opposed to 
. . orne Sunday laws. Any union of 

that Monsmgneur Satolh, who ' h h d St t · 1 ·1 c urc an a e IS on y ev1 , 
rthe~ently rteturnhed to Romed frtohm and any laws or governmental 

IS coun ry, as assure e f th t · t 
P th t 

"th W h' t orms a comprise any connec -
ope a e as mg on gov- . 1. k b t th t 

· t 1 k f bl th 1ng In e ween e wo are ermnen oo s a vora y upon e . wrong. 
idea of having a duly accredited -~o--

THE morality as derived from 
religion which the State needs 
wi.U be best supplied by the con
finement of' its agency to things 
temporal and the entire omission 
on its part of any attempt to ad
minister things spiritual. The 
State can do religion no favor so 
great as to have nothing to do 
with it, and itself no favor so 
great as to let religion alone. 
The moment the two are put in 
alliance with each other both are 
injured.~Samuez T. Spear, D. D. 

--0--

"THE law of love being the 

NOW READY! 

THE NATIONAL SUNOA Y LAW. 
WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law Is now ready, but that a treatise under this 

name prepared by Alonzo T. Jones, is now ready for circulation. 
This pamphlet contains the arguments in behalf of the rights of American citizens, and in 

oppositon to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee 
on Education and. Labor, Dec. 13, 1888. 

Mr. Wilbur_F. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READING," 
And Mr. Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would 
have been without Senator Blair's interruption, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. 

As the Sunday question is now a living issue, this treat1se will be interesting to all classes, 
especially legislators, lawyers, judges, and other public men. The argument is 

Based. on Scripture and History, Constitution and Law, 
Showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis 
of the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the Sunday-law 
movement of the fourth century, the Sunday-law movement of the nineteenth century, the 
methods used in securing indorsements to the petition for the Blair Sunday bill, and the 
workings of such t;;unday laws as are proposed for the United States. 

The work contains one hundred and ninety-two pages. Price, 25 cents. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEw YORK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

TEN LECTURES 
ON 

NASAL CATARRH. 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh ; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 
Sanitarium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis
piece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or OAKLAND, CAL 

THE BEST 

DUPLICATINC INKS 
FOR USE WITH 

43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

PACIFIC HEALTH JOURNAL 
AND 

TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE 
"CYCLOSTYLE," "MD!fEOGR:A:PH," --

" 00' nYiGR A P'H." A THIRTY-TWO PAGE MONTHLY MAGAZINE, devoted 
.r a · to the dissemination of true temperance princi-

Or any Duplicating Process in which a Stencil Rles. and instruction in the art of preserving 
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diplomatic representative at the 
Vatican." There is little room 
for doubt that this is true. The 
cry of ''rum, Romanism, and re
bellion" defeated one candidate 
for the presidency in this coun
try, and forewarned by that cir
cumstance each presidential pos
sibility is now determined that 
nothing of the kind shall happen 
i.n his case. But there is abso
lutely no reason why this country 
should have a representative at 
the papal court. The crafty Leo 
desires it because it would be an 
acknowledgment from one of 
the greatest powers of earth that 
he is of right a temporal prince, 
and that he is unjustly deprived 
of his dominions. But that is 
something that this country has 
no right to acknowledge; nor 
would our officials so much as 
think of doing so were it not for 
the political influence exercised 
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No man can ever of right make his 
religion the basis of any plea 'for govern
mental favor, nor the ground of any com
plaint of governmental discrimination. 
If there is not enough good in the religion 
to pay him for professing it then there is 
not enough to pay the government for 
taking any legal notice of it in any way 
whatever. 

THE basis of the State is the natural, its 
province is the temporal; the basis of the 
church is supernatural, its province is the 
spiritual. 'Ihe church can never of right 
have anything at all to do with the State, 
and the State can never of right have any
thing to do with the church except as it 
has to do with any and all other bodies or 
corporations. 

Mr. CRAFTS, it is said, admits that Wash
ington is now the most orderly and quiet 
city on Sunday of any city in this country. 
"Its greatest failure is in not having a 
Sunday law." But why have such a law 
if without it better order is maintained 
than is had elsewhere with Sunday laws? 
Is not the real object to secure from Con
gress som~ acknowledgment of Sunday 
sacredness? So it certainly appears, and 
so we believe. 

•• 
WE are indebted to a number of our ex

changes for friendly and even compliment
ary mention upon the occasion of our re
moval from Oakland, Cal., to this city. 
We appreciate these notices, not only be
cause they are a substantial benefit, but 
because they show that our work has not 
been lost upon our brethren of the press. 
We are glad to know that our efforts are 
appreciated, and that in the final "'tug of 
·wa.r" very many of the papers of the country 
will be found on the side of the liberty of 
.Conscience now guaranteed by our national 
Constitution. 

DECEMBER 9, 1889, in the United States 
Senate, Senator Blair of New Hampshire 
introduced both the measures looking tore
ligious legislation, which he had introduced 
in the Fiftieth Congress-the Sunday-Rest 
Bill, and the Joint Resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution by 
which the "principles of the Christian 
religion" shall be taught .in all the public 
schools of the country. We have not 

space to notice them further this week but 
· in our next we shall notice the Sunday 
bill in full and as soon as possible the pro
posed amendment also. It is announced 

Protestant church of· to-day can sta,nd on 
a Romish platform and with Romanists 
advocate a papal policy. 

that Congressman W .. C. P. Breckinridge IN arecent informal talk before theW. 
will soon introduce a Sunday bill in the · C. T. U. of the District of Columbia Mrs. 
House. Bateham said that "the outlook for a Sun-

THE Sunday-law question is again before 
Congress. Very early in the present session 
several petitions were presented on the 
subject, some praying for the passage of a 
national Sunday law, and others protest
ing against any religious J.egislation what
ever. -sunday is a religious institution, 
and legislation concerning it is religious 
legislation. 

--------~-------

NATIONAL REFORMERS are unhappy be
cause President Harrison's ~essage to Con
gress contained no recognition of God. In 
this particular it is said to be unlike the 
messages of all preceding Presidents. The 
omission was probably due to an oversight, 
but it is possible that the President had 
the good sense to know that the Lord is 
not pleased with unmeaning compliment
ary allusions to him, and that he abhors 
the hollow mockery of official piety. 

-------~~-----

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL maintains the 
inalienable right of every man to profess 
any religion or none just as he chooses; 
but it denies the right of any association 
of religious people to compel those who are 
not religious to act as though they were, 
or to conform to any religious observance, 
or to recognize any religious institution. 
We likewise deny the right of the State to 
pronounce any religious or ecclesiastical 

· institution a civil thing and by that means 
compel conformity to it. 

IN a recent address before the New York 
Baptist Pastor's Conference on "The Sig
nificance of the Roman Catholic Congress 
and an outline of the Roman Catholic 
Movement of to-day,'; Rev. D. C. Potter, 
D. D., said:-

,' That Catholic centenai·y congress in Baltimore 
was a jubilee, a Roman victory. Its first note was 
a pooan, its last a doxology. Its voice was defiance, 
its grasp power, its purpose advance, and that, dare 
I say, irresistible. It evaded nothing, quibbled at 
nothing, but spoke out in a voice dominant and 
daring. The Protestant church could stand on its 
platform with· ha:rdly a phrase change. " 

This is all true, especially the last sen
tence. But why is the last true? Is it 
because Rome has changed? . Nay, verily; 
"Rome never changes." It is because the 
Protestant church, so called, has ceased. to 
be truly Protestant. We live in evil times 
when a union between Protestants and Ro
manists for the purpose of moulding legis
lation in the interests of "religion," as they 

lput it, but really in the interests of the 
dominant churches, as such, is not only 
possible but when it. is an accomplished 
fact. All "religious combinations to ef
fect political objects are dangerous," and 
this one is doubly dangerous be~a,use the . 

day law fOT the District is very hopeful. 
Everything is in good shape. Mr. Blair 
thinks that there will be little opposition 
this year." We believe that the Senator 
has reckoned without his host. There 
will probably be more opposition than he 
imagines. ·We are not prepared to say 
that Mr. Blair's Sunday-law schemes may 
not eventually succeed; but we do feel 
sure of one thing, namely, that a Sunday
law shall not be foisted upon the American 
people without their being fully informed 
concerning the nature and tendency of all 
such measures. The heritage of civil and 
religious liberty received from the found
ers of the republic will not be surrendered 
without a struggle. 

Freethought, a liberal paper published 
in San Francisco, says:-

"Are not the · Mormon Church, the Catholic 
Church, and all other churches perfectly consistent 
in claiming supreme power 1 If God is supreme 
and if the churches are the custodians of his word, 
why should they not speak with authority? That 
is the question." 

No church calling itself Christian is con
sistent in claiming supreme power. God 
alone has such power and he has never 
delegated it to any man or to any body 
of 'men. The church can of right, as a 
church, have nothing to do with earthly 
governments. The great Head of the 
church hirnself declared, '' My kingdom is 
not of this world," and his followers can
not go beyond his word without forfeiting 
the dght to call themselves by his name. 
Christ gave but ,one commission to his 
church, namely, to go into all the world 
and make disciples; this the apostles did 
by persuading men, and that is as far as 
the authority of the church extends. . Any 
church which claims more than this is not 
Christian, though it may be so called, 
but anti-Christian. God has promised 
this world to his people, that is, to the 
meek (Matt. 5: 5), but he has not yet made 
them lords over it, much less has he au
thorized them to take it for themselves. 
The true Christian is a missionary, not a 
politician. 
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TIIE Sunday-lawworkers are quite accom
Ip.odating. If in any of their conventions 
there are not enough of those who openly 
favor reiigious legislation to carry the:r 
plans and resolutions on a religious basis, 
they will very obligingly declare the whole 
thing to be civil only and secure the in
dorsement upon that basis. Very accom
modating indeed they are; but calling a 
religious or ecclesiastical thing "civil" does 
not make it any the less religious. Sunday 
legislation is religious legislation under 
whatever name it may be proposed. And 
religious legislation is forbidden by the 
'\-Y:ord of God. 

----.+·+-----

WITH the view of raising the "standard 
of morality of both sexes, and stimulating 
the fervor of their religious belief," the 
young emperor of· Germany has, it is 
stated, issued an edict intended to put 
down dancing among the youth. ·Under 
the new order dancing is not to begin until 
after noon, is not to be kept up after 8 in 
the evening, and none except school chil
dren are to be allowed to join in the giddy: 
round .or the solemn square. young people 

; who are being prepared for confirmation 
are absolutely forbidden to appear .at 
dances or to dance; and all parents and 
guardians of the young· are called upon to 
use every means in their power to keep 
their children or pupils from dancing, and 
they ·are ad-vised to substitute games for 
the popular fbrin of recreation. Bismirck, 
it is said, opposed the ukase, saying:-

-\ ' : • < 

" Thilt policy wflr be sure to n'uike the young 
people' dance· al'l the harder. Who knows but it ~ay 
.c0me tQ p~s that dances will be held in secret, like 
pqlitical [!.g~tatory exemis~s, and ,tl;l.~J.t the devotees 
pf.. t?~p~k~o~~ :vm have the~r heads turned .with 
s.ed1t1ous poht1cs as well as With the comparatively 
harmless dizziness oNhe waltz ? '' · · 

I 
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Germany, it might be well to remember, 
is a church and State country. Relig:ion 
is taught in the public schools, and in 
various ways God is recognized as the 
source of all power; yet with the single 
exception of France, no so-called Christian 
country equals it in infidelity. It requires 
something more than imperial edicts, legis
lative action, and official red-tape to make 
Christians. We do think that professed 
Christians should not desire to dance; but 
if they do, no amount of governmental 
interference will make the matter one whit . 
better. There is no merit in not doing a 
thing when there is no opportunity to do 
it. Hot-house Christians have never been 
a success. 

The New Blair Sunday Bill. 

DECEMBER 9, 1889, Senator Blair of New 
Harmpshire, re-introduced his bill for ana
tional Sunday law .• 

The first thing to be noticed about this 
bill is the title and the important modifica
tion of it as compared.with the title of the 
original bill introduced in the Fiftieth 
Congress, and as compared with· the title 
proposed by the American Sabbath Union 
a· year ago last December. The title in the 
original bill read:-

'' A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of 
the first day of the week, commonly known as the 
Lord's day, as a day of rest, and to promote its ob
servance as a day of religious worship." 

This title threw the bill so open to c:dti
cism on account of its religious aspect that 
the American Sabbath Union asked that 
it should be made to read as follows:-

" A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of 
the Lord's day, commonly known as Sunday, as a 
day of rest, and to protect its observance as a day of . 
religious worship." 

This however was pronoU:nQed by Sen
ator Blair as stronger' and more interfering 
than the other. 

By the experience of the past summer, 
the advocates of the Sunday law have 
themselves learned that this has a stronger 
religious cast th;:ui. can well be defended in 
legislation, and therefore, the title of the 

NUMBER 2. 

bill as now introduced, is stripped of its 
religious cast and is made to read simply 
thus:-

" A bill to secure to the people the privileges of 
rest and of religious worship, free from disturbance 
by others, on the first day of the week." 

If this title described the real object of 
the bill it would be a very innocent meas
ure, provided it were true that the people 
have not already secured to them the 
privileges of rest and religious worship 
free from the disturbance of others, not 
oniy on the first day of the week, but at 
all other times. It is a fact, however, that 
there are no people in all this land who 
have not the privileges of rest and religious 
worship free from disturbance by anybody 
on the first day of the week, and all other 
days and nights of the week. The workers 
for Sunday law kno\v this full well. The 
field secretary of the American .Sabbath 
Union made a tour of all the States and 
Territories the past summer in the inter
ests of Sunday laws. In Portland, Or., 
and in San Francisco, he complained es
pecially of the loose way in which Sunday 
was observed. The writer of this article 
was present at the field secretary's Sunday 
meeting in Portland and twice in San Fran
cisco, and Mr. Crafts knows that the wor
ship of the congregations to which he 
preached in those cities, and to whom he 
complained of the sorry manner of Sunday 
observance in those cities-were not dis
turbed in the slightest degree, nor was 
there any disposition on the part of any
body to disturb them. This he knows as 
well as we know it, and this they all 
know. 

This being the title of the bill let us in
quire how the object of the bill, as declared 
in the title, is proposed to be accomplished. 
Section 1 reads as follows :-

"Be it e~acted by the Senate and Ho11se of Rep
resentatives of the United States of America ·in 
Congress assembled, That no person or corporation, 
or agent, servant, or. employee of ariy person or 
corporation, or in the service of the United States 
in time .of peace, except in the necessary enforce
ment of the laws, shall perform, or authorize to be 
performed, any secular work, labor, or. business to 
the disturbance of others, works of necessity and 
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mercy and humanity excepted; nor shall any person 
engage in any play, game, or amusement, or recre
ation tp the disturbance of others on the first day of 
the week, commonly known as Sunday, or during 
any part thereof, in any Territory, district, vessel, 
or place subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United states; nor shall it be lawful-for any person 
or corporation to receive pay for labor or service 
performed or rendered in violation of this section." 

• 
That declares that no person within the 

jurisdiction of the United States. shall per
form or authorize to be performed, any sec
ular work, labor or business to the. disturb
ance of others upon the first day of the 
week. Now secular means, " pertaining to 
this present world, or to things not s-pirit
ual or holy; relating to things not immedi
ately or primarily respecting the soul but 
the body; worldly." Therefore this bill 
proposes to prohibit all persons within the 
jurisdiction of the United States from per
forming or authorizing to be performed 
on Sunday any work, labor, or business 
pertaining to this· present world or to 
things not spiritual or holy. It proposes 
to prohibit them from performing any 
work, labor, or business relating immedi
ately or primarily to the body, (works 
of necessity, mercy, and humanity ex
cepted); to prohibit them from doing any
thing worldly, that is, pertaining to this 
world or· to this life. . Consequently, the 
only kind of works· that can prop~rly 
be done on Sunday under that bill are 
works that pertain to another world, 
works that pertain to things spiritual or 
holy, works respecting the soul, and the 
life to come. 

Now we should like for some of these 
Sunday-law folks to tell us how the Con
gress of the United States is going to 
find out, so as authoritatively to state, 
what work, labor, or business it is that 
properly pertains to another world, on 
Sunday or at any other time. More than 
this, we should like for them to tell us 
how Congress is to find out whether there 
is any other world than this, and espe
cially how it is to find this out and make 
it to be so clearly discerned that the rec
ognition of it can be enforced by law upon 
11ll the people ? We should like, also, for 
some of these to tell how Congress is 
to discover what work it is that properly 
pertains to the people's souls on Sunday ; 
or indeed, whether the people have any 
souls.? How is Congress to know whether 
there is a life to come ? A.nd if Congress 
shall discover all this to its own .satisfac
tion, then will Congress insure to all the 
people ~ happy issue in thai· me to come, 
upon condition that they will observ(l the 
Sunday laws ? · 

These are not captious questions, they 
are entirely pertinent. For when it is 
proposed that this nation by legislative 
acts shall commit itself to the guardian
ship of the affairs of the world to come, of 
men's souls, and of another life; and when 
the people are asked to consent to it; it is 
strictly proper for the people to. inquire, 

How shall the State make that thing a 
success? 

The truth is, that the State can never 
have anything to ·do with the world to 
come or with the question as to whether 
there is one to come at all. The State can 
never have anything to do with men's 
souls or with the question as to whether 
men have any souls. The State can never 
have anything to do with the life to 
come or with the question as to whether 
there is any life to come. No State will 
ever reach the world to come nor will 
any State ever, in the ·least degree, be 
partaker of the life that is to come. The 
State is of this world wholly, it has to do 
only with the affairs of this world, and 
with men as they are in this world. The 
State has to do only with men's bodjes, 
and to see that the lives which men lead 
are civil. 

Nor do we raise these questions because 
we doubt that there is another world or that 
there is. a life to come. We are fully per
suaded that there is both another world and 
a life to come. But the discerning of this 
is a matter of faith, and that on the part 
of each individual for himself alone. No
body on this earth can discern or decide 
this for anybody else. We thoroughly 
believe that there is both another ·world 
and a life to come, and anybody in this 
world has an equal right not to believe it 
if he chooses so to do. We have the right 
to believe this without the sanction of the 
government; and any other man has a 
right not to believe it, al).d that without 
any interference by the government. We 
deny the right of any of the Senators' or 
Representatives in Congress to decide any 
of these matters for anybody but himself .. 

SEC. 2. ''That no mails or mail matter shall hereafter 
be transported in time of peace over any land postal
route, nor shall any mail •matter be collected, as
sorted, handled, or delivered during any part of the 
first day of the week: Provided, That whenever any 
letter shall relate to a work of necessity or mercy, 
or shall concern the health, life, or decease of any 
person, and the fact shall be plainly stated upon the 
face of the envelope containing the same, the Post
master-General shall provide for the transportation 
of such letter or letters in packages separate from 
other mail matter and shall make regUlations for 
the delivery thereof, the same having been received 
at its place of destination before the said first day of 
the week, during such limited portion of the day as 
shall best suit the public convenience and least in
terfere with the due observance of the day as one ol' 
worship and rest: And provided further, That when 
there shall have been an interruption in the due and 
regular transmission of the mails it shall be lawful 
to so far examine the same when delivered as to 
ascertain if there be such matter therein for lawful 
delivery on the first day of the week." 

· Upon this, . under itE; first pro_viso, we • 
would ask: How many letters would be 
stopped on .Sunday after the thing got into 
good working order? Under this same 
proviso there is another clause that is of 
more serious moment, especially to those 
who observe Sunday. That i~ th11 clause 
which refers to "the du.e observ~ nee of 
the day as one of worship and rest." Are 
thfl people who believe in keeping Sunday 

ready to have the government regulate 
their observ.ance of that day? Are they 
ready to have the State assume the pre
rogative of deciding what is the due ob
servance of that day as a day of worship 
and rest? This is what they do when they 
consent to the enactment of such a law as 
the Blair Sunday Bill is. Every man who 
believes in keeping Sunday, when he con
sents to this bill, resigns his religious lib, 
erty. He resigns his right to worship 
according to the dictates of his own con
science and yields to the government the 
right to d~ctate how he shall observe that 

· day as a day of worship. The fact is, that 
in this thing the people who desire to keep 
Sunday and who believe .that it should be 
religiously observed, ha~e more at stake 
than any other people, and it is a mystery 
that they cannot see this. It is a mystery 
that the leaders in the movement cannot see 
that they are deliberately robbing them
selves of the dearest rights known to man. 
The mystery is solved, however, by the 
fact that the lust for power has blinded 
them to the consideration, not only of the 
rights of other people, but of their own 
rights. It is in behalf of the rights of 

-those who believe in keeping Sunday and 
of worshiping according to the dictates of 
their own consciences, no less than in be
half of the rights of all other people, that 
the SENTINEL carries on its uncompromis, 
,ing opposition to all manner of govern
mental sanction or . interference in the 
matter of Sabbath observance. 

State regulation of the religious observ-
. ance or worship, of the day, is the inevit
able outcome of the legislation that is 
proposed, yet it is not intended by the 
managers of this movement that the State 
shall do this of itself. They intend that 
the church shall assume the supremacy 
and dictate the action and wield the power 
of the State. Thus a union of church and 
State, the rule of the despotic tyranny of 
a heirarchy will be the inevitable outcome 
of this legislation. It cannot be escaped 
when once the legislation is begun. 

SEC. 3. ''That the prosecution of commerce between 
the States and with the Indian tribes, the same not 
being work of necessity, mercy, or humanity, by the 
transportation of persons or property by land or 
water in such way a;s to interfere with or disturb the 
people in the enjoyment of the first day of the week, 
or any portion thereof, as a day of rest from labor, 
the sallie not being labor of necessity, mercy, or 
humanity, or its observance as a day of religious· 
worship, is hereby prohibited, and any person or 
corporation, or the agent, servant, or employee of 
any person or corporation who shall willfully violate 
this section shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than ten nor more than one th'busand dollar-s, and 
no service performed in the prosecution of such pro
hibited commerce shall be lawful, nor shall any 
compensation be recoverable or be paid for the 
same." 

With such a penalty upon the exercise 
of honest occupations and such a premium 
upon idleness, the government ought to be 
able soon to create enough evil to ruin it
self, which it surely will if the thing slwuld 
be carried into all the States, 
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SEcA. ''That all military and naval drills, musters, 

and par~des, not in the time of active service or im
mediat~ preparation therefor, of soldiers, sailors, 
marines, or Cadets of the United States on the first 
day of the week, except assemblies for the due and 
orderly observance of religipus worship, are hereby 

what principle of justice this section is 
founded, and by -;what principle of justice 
any court can be guided in enforcing the 
provisions of it. 

SEC. 6. "That labor or service performed and 
prohibited, nor shall any unnecessary labor be per- rendered on the first day of the week in consequence 
formed or permitted in the military or naval service of accident, disaster, or unavoidable delays in mak
of the United States on the fit'st day of the week." 

iiig the regular connections upon postal-routes and 
When ev.erything' Sh3tll have been for~ routes of travel and transportation, the preservation 

bidden the soldiers, sailors, marines and of perishabie and exposed property, and the regular 
cadets, . as is here proposed, except assem- and necessary transportation and delivery of articles 

· of food irt condition for healthy use, and such trans-
blies for the due and orderly observance · portation for short distances fl'om one State, Dis-
of religious worship, suppose that they do trict, or Territory into anothel' State, District, or 
not want to assemble forth() observance of Territory as by local laws shall be declared to be 
rflligious worship, will they then be assem- necessary for the public good shall not be deemed 
bled for tha~ purpose? And how are they violations of this act, nor shall the provisions of this 

act be construed to prohibit or to sanction labor 
to know what is the "due" observance of on Sunday by individuals who conscientiously be-
reUgious worship in the mea,ning of the lieve in and observe any other day than Sunday as 
law, except they shall be instructed? Hav- the Sabbath or a day of religious worship, pro
ing gone so far in religio-political chican- vided such labor be not done to the disturbance of 

· h others." ery after the manner of .Constantine, t ey _ 
might t~ke t}le next and requisite step also, This section is identical with the same 
according to the example set by him,.and section in the original bill down to the 
teach them the. "due" observance of re- directions for the construction of the act. 
ligious worship, as he did, by having In the original bill the provisions of the 
them to assemble and repeat at a given act were to be so construed as "to secure 
signal a prayer also enacted by Congress to all the people the religious observance . 
and adapted to the governmental authority · of the Sabbath day;" But the bill as now 
of the United States. presented is to be so construed as neither 

SEc. 5. "That it shall be unlawful to pay or to to prohibit nor to sanction labor on Sunday 
receive payment or wages in any manner for service by tht>Se who conscientiously believe in 
rendered or for labor performed or for the transpor- and observe any other day than Sunday as 
tation ~f persons or of property in violation of the the Sabbath or a day of religious worship. 
provisions of this act, nor shall any action lie for the 
recovery thereof, and, when so paid, whether in ad- Thus the government proposes to allow 
vance or otherwise, the same mayberecovered back labor on Sunday by those who observe 
bY whoever shall ti,rst sue for the same." another day, yet it carefully refrains from 

This section is identical, word for word, adding to the permission any such sanction 
with the one in the original bill. When- as would imply that it is right for such peo
ever an.yboay receives any pay at any time ple to work on Sunday. 
for work done on Sunday, the first man Yet nobody can be partaker of this per
that will sue for the money, is to l1ave it. mission, unless he conscientiously believes 
It makes no difference who he is or where in, and observes another day than Sunday 
he comes from if he finds out that anybody as the Sabbath or a day of religious worship. 
has received money for work done on Sun~ The conscientious belief in and observance 
day, all he has to do is to enter suit, and of a day, therefore, as a day of religious 
the law says he shall have it. worship, is required by the government in 

This . section aptly befits the cause to those who do not want to keep Sunday; 
which this bill is committed. The only and as the other sections of the bill require 
effect the bill as a whole can have upon that Sunday shall be duly observed _as a 
those who are not really religious is to day of religious worship; that nothing 
compel them to be idle, and this section shall be done that day except that which 
simply proposes to put a further premium pertains to another world; to that which is 
upon idleness by compelling the man who sacred and holy; to the souls of men; and 
chooses to work rather than to be idle, to to the life to come; it is manifest that the 
pay the idler for the exercise of his own object of the Blair Sunday-Rest Bill is the 
honest industry. The lazy loafer who will enforcement of TilE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE 
never do anything if he can help it, can OF A DAY. 
-spend his time watching thf3 industrious Consideration of the whole bill makes it 
citizen, and if he can detect hirp. in com- plain that the modification of the title, to 
mitting the heinous .crime of performing which we called attention at the.beginning 

·any honest work on Sunday, for which he of this article, is so utterly disingenuous 
shall-receive any pay, the loafer can re- as to be fairly open to the direct charge of 
cover from the industrious man a sufficient- ·fraud. The object of the bill is not to se
amount to support him in his idleness cure to the people the privilege of rest and 
several days. This is a fine thing indeed, worhip upon the :Q.rst day of the week. It 
an excellent provision of law, for the is to compel them to rest and to religiously 
loafers. worship on the first day of the week, or 

-Government is supposed to be founded else on some other day if they do not 
in justice. Courts are supposed to be choose to do it on Sunday. The modifica
courts of justice. But we should like very tion in the title is simply to disarm sus
much indeed for somebody to show upon picion; and the exemption of those who 

conscientiously observe another day as a 
day of religious worship, is put into the 
bill for no other purpose than to check
mate the opposition of th~ seventh~da,y 
observers. This would be manifest from 
the bill itself, even without anything fur
ther, but they have' not left it td be' gath~ 
ered from the biil only. Mrs. M:. E. Cat
lin, superintendent of Sabbath Observance 
Department of the W. C. T. U. for the 
District of Columbia, has distinctly de
clared it in these words : '' I think that we 
have taken the wind out of their sails by 
giving them an exemption clause." Dur
ing the past summer Dr. Crafts has de
nounced the Seventh-day Adventists as 
the chief est opponents of the- bill, and 
they propose now to check this opposition 
by this provision in tl,le new bill. But 
from what we know qf that people, we 
hardly think they can be caught by any 
such chaff as that. 

Nor is this the only effort that is made 
to disarm suspicion and check opposition. 
In some places the organizations that are 
formed auxiliary to the American Sab
bath Union, take the name of" Civil Sun
day" associations; And in conventions 
where they cannot carry resolutions in
dorsing thf) Sabbath as a religious insti
tution, they will modify them so as to 
carry them· in favor of Sunday as a civil 
institution. By such modifications and 
compromises, they hope at last to succeed. 
But whatever turn they may take, now or 
in the future, will not relieve them from 
the just charge of desiring the enactment 
of a national law for the enforcement of 
the religious observance of a day; because 
their real intention has been clearly re
yealed in the first steps taken; and whatever 
modifications they may afterward adopt, 
will not in the least change the original 
intention, but only the appearance, and 
that simply for policy's sake. 

The only safe and consistent position to 
occupy in relation to Sunday laws is the 
position maintained by the AMERICAN SEN
TINEL, that of uncompromising opposition 
to every form of Sunday law that may be 
invented. Such legislation means only 
mischief, and let the opposition be carried 
on everywhere more vigorously than ever. 

A. T. J. 
--------+--------

Religion and Law. 

[-This article from. the American Standard, 
San Francisco, Cal., is a good illustration of the 
beauties of governmental interference in matters of 
religion, and religious education.] 

WHAT will seem to most people a strik
ingly unjust decision was recently handed 
down by the judge of a New South Wales 
court. The case in brief is as follows : A ' 
father, professing the Roman Catholic " 
faith, dies and leaves the guardianship of 
his daughter to his wife, also professing 
the Roman Catholic faith. For ten years 
the child is taught the faith embraced by 
both of its· parents. At the end of the ten 
years the mother became a member of the 
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Church of England,. to the tenets of which 
she held until her death, which occurred 
three years later. During these three 
years . ~he chilg is a professing member of 
the Church of England. Upon the demise 
of her natural parent the child is left to 
the guardianship of two members of the 
mother's church. .At this.· point· the fa
ther's relatives step in and demand that 
the child:-now perhaps fifteen years of 
age-;-shall be brought up in the faith of 
the. father. The judge in equity held in 
favor of the latter. 

In making up: his decision the justice. 
claimed, unwittingly .and unintentionally, 
no doubt, that the jurisdiction of an En
glish equity judge extends beyond the 
grave, beyond the confines of earth and 
to the domain .of heaven itself. He as
serted, a,nd cited much supporting au-. 
thority, that religious belief is not the re
sult of conviction, nor developed by the 
exercise of the reasoning faculties. It is 
simply the practice in maturity of dogmas 
instilled in youth. He piled up authority 
to prove that this child's natural guardian 
and. teacher, its mother, had no more im-

, portance in the eyes of British law than 
the wooden Indian in front of a cigar 
store. He is, no doubt, a learned judge, 
and we all know that learned judges, in 
both Great Britain and the United States, 
are enabled to find any given quantity of 
law .in support of whatever opinion they 
may advance. But an intelligent, fair
minded person will find it difficult to free 
himself of the suspicion that this English 
judge was influenced by something beside 
the law in formulating his opinion." 

Some Wholesome .Suggestions to 
Ministers. 

THE drift of the age is in the direction 
of "morality" by civil law, and this too 
often to the exclusion, or at J.east to the 
neglect of moral suasion. Instead of seek
ing to instruct people in moral dutie·s, and 
thus lead them to practice morality from 
conscientious motives, even ministers are 
too often found appealing to the civil law 
to coerce men. This is a grave mistake, 
for while men may, and should be required 
under civil penalties to lead civil lives, it 
is neither proper nor possible to make 
them moral except by persuasion. This· 
was the method adopted by Christ and his 
apostles, and it is the one which should be 
followed by his ministers. Directly inthe 
line of that which we have said is the fol-

. lowing from the Iowa State Register, of 
November 24, 1889, which contains some 
wholesome suggestions not only for minis
ters but to all who, though meaning well, 
are committing the grave error of attempt
ing to reform men by making it impossible, 
or at least difficult, for them to do wrong. 

The Register's article relates particularly 
to the temperance quest:is:m,. but the prin
ciple is the same as applied to other ques
tions, and it is for this reason that we 
present it to our readers. The Register 
says:-

" We want to say to the preachers of 
Iowa at this crisis in public affairs, that 
in our judgment they are . depending too 
much upon the law, and too little upon 
moral effort to bring about the condition 
of things we all desire. We have read 
with interest their letters and the resolu
tions they have adopted. We sympathize 
with them in their desire to banish the sa
loon and suppress the evils of intemper
ance. But we want to remind them that 
it takes more than a State statute to keep 
men from drinking, and to reform those 
who are slaves to the drink habit. The 
law is good so far as it goes, but when a 
human appetite and passion is the subject, 
it doesn't go the whole distance. There 
is something for the churches, something 
for the preachers, something for. every 
good man and woman who wants to make 
the world better, to db. We notice in 
some of the resolutions which have been 
adopted at preachers' meetings withinthe 
last few days, a disposition to look. still 
more to the legislature to suppress or 
or stamp out whatever drinking andvio
lation of the prohibitory law still remain. 

"We believe that is a mistake. The 
law has done, and is doing all that the 
law can, to close the saloons, and to keep 
men from drinking. Can the preachers 
truthfully say that they have done and 
are doing all that they can?· We wouldn't 
accuse them of willfully neglecting their 
duty. But have they as ministers done 
the best and the most they could to keep 
men sober, to reClaim the drunkard, to 
save the boys from learning to love liquor, 
since the prohibitory law went into effect? 

"We have been watching the operation 
of the prohibitory law ever since it was. 
enacted. We have been watching also 
the general course of the professed tem
perance workers toward it. We will credit 
the ministers with helping to enforce the 
law. They have preached enforcement 
from the pulpit. They have talked it on 
the streets, most of them have voted it at 
the polls. But when we have said that, 
haven't we said it all? Haven't we summed 
up the aggregate work of the clergy, a1;1d 
to quite an extent of the temperance 
organizations of the State ? Our. goo'd 
friends, the preachers, have looked to the 
law to· make and keep men sober, and 
have expected that· would. do the work 
which to a greater or less extent must be 
done in every community by personal 
effort. 

" If the closing Qf the . saloons had 
stopped drinking, we should have nothing 
more to say. But every well-informed 
man knows that it. has not. It is true, 

there is not as much. drinking as there 
was when the saloons were open; but there 
is far too much now. It is idle to deny 
that a great many boyE; are learning to 
drink; that a great ,many men are drink
in.g who would be far better off, and their 
families be far happier, if they would let 
liquor entirely alone. These are facts and 
stubborn ones, too. It will not do to ig
nore them; for they have a very disa
greeable and painful way of forcing at
tention to themselves. Now what is being 
done to teach these boys to leave liquor 
alone ? What is being done to show these 
men the folly and the harm of their 
course? What is being done to stir up 
public sentiment against the use of liq
uor ? Not one single thing so far as we . 
know except the single exhortation to en
force the law and keep the saloons closed. 

"When was there a temperance meet
ing held in Des Moines to plead with men 
to sign the pledge and leave their drink
ing ways? When have our honored clergy 
held gospel temperance meetings to bring 
all the power of Christian influences to 
bear upon the drinking habit? When did 
a blue ribbon club or any other organiza
tion start out its members to find the old 
soaks and induce them to sign the pledge 
and become men again ? Was any such 
personal work done in the last year, or 
the year before that ? .All of these good 
people headed by the ministers have been 
relying upon the law to do the work which 
the law never can do. They have preached 
sermons and held public meetings to de
mand that the law be enforced, but all 
this time there were poor fellows sinking 

· lower and lower; and there were young 
men fastening the chains of appetite about 
their necks, and hardly a word of public 
protest or private entreaty has been heard. 

. "We do not single out Des Moines as 
exceptional in this respect. We do not 
believe its honored ministers are any more 
deserving -of reproach or criticism than 
the ministers of other cities. . We mention 
Des Moines because it is the nearest exam
ple of what we have in mind, and because 
it has :r,nore effectually perhaps than any 
other large city in Iowa, closed the open 
saloon. In calling attention to this neg
lect of moral effort, we are not asking 
for the return of the saloons, or pronounc-

. ing prohibition a failure. But we. want 
to say that there is too much tendency to 
let the law suppJant the rightful work: of 
the pulpit and the church. Our friends, 
the. preachbrs, in some of the resolutions 
that have been adopted rec~ntly, demand 
·that the Legislature shall pass additional 
laws to enforce prohibition in counties 

·where it is not now enforced. . . . But 
if the brethren will permit the Register 

· to say· it, there would be a good deal 
of work for the preachers in illie river 
counties,· even if the next Legislature 

·should devisl;) some sqheme for closing 
the saloons. The saloons there are open 
because a majority of. the people in those 
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counties believe that it is not a crime to 
sell liquor and not a sin to drink it. 
If every saloon were closed to-morrow, 
they -would still · think the same, ' and 
would seek at onQe some way to evade 
the law and satisfy their appetites. 

· " Now if our friends, the preachers, will 
allow us, we will tell them a way to close 
the saloons in every river county without 
any help from the Legislature. . . . Let 
them turn a phalanx of their best workers 
loose in those counties, and start an old
fashioned, temperance revival. Preach 
temperance, sing temperance, talk tem
pentnce, reach -out the hand of kindness 
and love to tho poor drunkard, teach men 
that the saloon is the enemy of their 
homes, show them · that the path of so
briety 'is the way to happiness, and just 
as quick as a majority of the people have 
been·converted, the saloons will be closed, 
will stay clGsed. We would recommend 

· that th!3 district .conference that demanded 
mo1:e legislation stop passing resolutions 
and move over into Scott county and go 
to work. 

".As we ·believe in short sermons, we · 
will practice what we preach. But we 
would urge upon the ministers of Iowa 
that they must not expect the law to make 
men good, and pure, and noble. . . . Don't 
expect the Legislature to do what a higher 
authority than man has laid upon human 
hearts and hands to do. We are disposed 
to look to the Legislature too much to re
form society. As Francis Murphy says, 
they,. have an idea in the East that the 
people of Iowa are trying to change the 
Lord's prayer so as to make it read, 'Our 
Father who art in the Legislature.' That 
won1t dq. Don't leave moral work to be 
done by the law. We don't want to see our 
ministers acting as searchers and inform-

. ers. Others can do that. They have a 
work which others can't do. It is theirs 
to do the work which their great Example 
did. He saved men from their sins, but 
but not with the sword of Cmsar." 

No Compromise. 

THE Baltimore American thinks that 
progress in religious liberty "has been 
great during the present century-greater, 
perhaps, than in all its predecessors com
bined; and it has logically followed the 
spread of general knowledge." "But," 
remarks that journal, "there must be more 
progress~very much more, too-before 
men learn. to respect those who differ from 
them in religi<,_ms matters, and to refrain 
from damna tory criticism." 

This point, it intimates, is to be reached 
by compromise. But this is a mistake; 
there can be no compromise in religion, as 
there can be in politics. Nothing can be 
hoped for in the direction of greater re
ligious liberty, or even the preservation of 
the degree of religious liberty which now 
exists, except .as it comes through the rec
Qgnition of the divinely-established prin-

ciple that in matters of faith men are an
swerable, not to their fellows, but to God 
alone. The true doctrine is that all men, 
no matter what their faith, are entitled to 
equal rights, both civil and social. · The 
man who sits in judgment on another in 
the matter of his religion, and then at
tempts to punish him for what he is pleased 
to term "heresy," simply usurps a pre
rogative of God. 

The Province of Law. 

[This article which is an abridgement of a sermon 
on "The Province of Law in Distinction from that 
of Truth" is from a discourse delivered by Rev. Ben
jamine F. Clark ·before the Executive and Legisla
tive Department of the Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts, upon the occasion of the meeting of the 
Legislature of that State in 1869. It is equally well 
adapted to the national Legislature and to questions 
now before that body.] 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House 
of ~epresentatives: As agents of the public 
in this commonwealth, you are calkd to 
fill honorable positions l).nd to perform im
portant work. In the capacity of legisla
tors, it is highly important that you have 
clear and correct views respecting the 
province of law, that you may avoid the 
mistakes of other~, and make 'your own 
legislation effective for good. 

Among our citizens there are those who 
seem to think that most of "the ills that 
flesh is heir to" can be removed by legis
lation. These ask for impracticable laws, 
in conflict with well-established principles 
in political economy and in human nature. 
They demand legi,slation which will reg
ulate the habits of the people.· They de
mand legislation which shall force others 
to adopt their views and practices, and 
shall bring them into conformity to their 
standard of right. ·By this class of reform
ers, who are laboring to renovate the world 
by legislation, you will be approached, as 
your predecessors have been, -with earnest 
petitions to frame their impracticable 
views into legal enactments. These im
practicable men and women may urg_e you 
to pass laws to effect ends which are not 
within the provinc~ of legislation. 
. In the capacity of legislators, you will 

find it profitable to keep this province dis
tinctly in view; bearing in mind that, 
while in a despotic government the habits 
of the people can be regulated by law, 
backed by military force, in a free govern
ment, like ours, having a sovereign in each 
of its subjects, this cannot be done. A 
despot may decide by law, which is the 
mere expression of his own will, what his 
subjects shall eat, drink and wear, and how 
they may talk and act; but such legislation 
in, a republic will always prove a failure 
and a disaster. Understand, that the law 
is good. if men use it lawfully; if they em
ploy it in a sphere to which it is adapted, 
and for an end it was designed to accom
plish. Guard against the fallacious reason
ings of men who demand of law what law, 
in its weakness, cannot do, 

If asked to remove acknowledged moral 
evils and to effect desired moral improve-

ments by legal enactments, refuse com
pliance, saying to your petitioners, It 
is impossible to legislate men into holiness, 
to force them to cultivate the Christian 
graces, or even to practice the common 
virtues. These ends must be effected, if 
at all, by the potent agency of truth kindly 
applied to the rational in man. Christ and 
his apostles, and their immediate successors 
in the Christian Church, never invoked the 
aid of law in their reformatory work. 
They were content to use the truth in their 
endeavors to reform men; but when the 
church became corrupt, its members, like 
some modern reformers, be<;ame sel£-right-
~eous, belligerent, cruel, denying the right 
to think, much less to speak, in opposition 
to their standards .. 

· The men trained by the great Teacher 
were model reformers, and eminently suc
cessful in their work. They wrought 
wonderful changes in the views and habits 
of the people whom they converted to the 
belief and practice of Christianity. They 
erected the standard of the cross, and made 
it attractive. Multitudes of Jews and 
Gentiles were effectually drawn to it by 
the magnetic power of the truth it con- ' 
tained. In proportion as persons, profess
edly desiring to improve human society, 
have imitated these model reformers, in 
spirit and in action, have they been suc
cessful. 

What is the condition of the temper
ance reformation in our country to-day ? 
Like the Christian Church, when united 
to the Roman State, this reformation has 
yielded to the embrace of politicians and 
been paralyzed; and the demand is felt for 

.some bold reformer to rescue it from this 
pollttting embrace, and bring it back into 
the field in which it made such great and 
glorious conquests, where it may make 
others still greater and more glorious . 
Temperance societies now, instead of being 
institutions for moral reform, are political 
organizations; and temperance lectures 
and temperance sermons are, in many in
stances, mere political harangues, which de
grade the pulpit and desecrate the Sabbath. 

If asked to enact laws to compel men to 
be virtuous, direct your petitioners to the 
great Reformer, and bid them imitate him. 
Let· them be told that the law is good if 
men use it lawfully, in its· appropriate 
province, which is not to reform, but to 
protect. Let them be told that legal pro
tection in the use of moral means for 
effecting their objects is all the aid whicl;l 
legislation can properly afford. Let the 
history of the Pharisees of the Christian 
Church after its adoption by the Roman 
Emperor, of Catholic Mary, of Protestant 
Elizabeth, and of all other persecutors who 
have cruelly compelled persons to adopt 
their views and practices, influence you to 
resist importunate demands to frame laws 
for the regulation of men's habits, remem
bering that habits have opinions for their 
basis, and that opinions cannot be rationally 
changed· by law and force. 



14 THE AMER!CAN SENTLNE~. 

. You may be asked to frame laws to make 
men virtuous, which may be successfully 
used in connection with the truth, thereby 
combining force with persuasioli.. Our 
subject proclaims against such legislation, 
declaring that force and persuasion cannot 
be equally yoked together, and that law, 
being good only when used lawfully, is out 
of its province when forcibly employ~d to 
regulate either the opinions or the habits 
of the people. With the Judaizing teach
ers in mind, you cannot oonsistently yield 
to the demand for such legislation, know
ing that, constituted as men are, if they 
attempt to use law and force instead of 
truth and persuasion in the work of reform, 
they will rely upon the former two to the 
exclusion of the latter. Force and per-

. suasion nominally combined will generally 
constitute simple force in its most objec
tionable form; therefore legislators should 
resist demands for their combination. 

Intent upon employing force in the re
formatory department, some of your con
stituents, with more zeal than knowledge, 
demand legislation which will afford them 
indirect aid in bringing men to the adop-

' tion of their views and practices. . It is a 
principle of law and of morals that men 
cannot rightfully do indirectly what they 
nave not a right to do directly. This kind 
of legislation is not only impracticable, 
but often exceedingly mischievous. It not 
only fails to accomplish its object, but not 
unfrequently it increases the evil it was 
designed to lessen. 

Law has an honorable and useful.prov
ince, and is efficient for good when used 
lawfully, in accomplishing ends for which 
it was designed; and efficient for evil when 
improperly used to force changes in the 
peculiar province of truth. Keep those 
two provinces distinctly in view, and let 
the view influence your legislative action. 
Let professed reformers in our common
wealth understand that, whether in the 
capacity of organized churches, or of vol
untary societies, formed for specific pur
poses, they can only receive from you 
protection in their work, while, in imita
tion o:f the great Christian Reformer and 
those trained by him in person, they may 
call upon sinners to repent, and persuade 
the vicious to change their habits and 
their characters, by proclaiming the terrors 
of the law, and describing the excellencies 
of. virtue. 

If you yield to their demand for legal 
authority to compel men to adopt .their 
standard of right and propriety, you will 
make them like Saul of Tarsus, self-right, 
eons, belligerent, and cruel, who breathed 
out threatenings and slaughter, under such 
authority, in the capacity of a persecutor. 
Saul of Tarsus undertook to reform people 
by force; Paul the apostle persuaded men 
to abandon sin and practice the Christtan 
virtues. Saul of Tarsus was a self-right
eous, cruel Pharisee; Paul the apostle was 
a bright ornament of the Christian Church. 
Saul of Tarsus was a destructionist; 'Paul 

the apostle was a true benefactor. If you 
would have the reformers in our common
wealth resemble the benefactor and Chris
tian, rather than the destructionist and 
Pharisee, withhold from them legislation, 
except in the form of protection, bearing 
in mind ~hat the law is only good when 
used lawfully. 

The National Reform Theory Reduced 
to Practice. 

THE National Reform doctrine as set 
forth by Rev. J. M. Foster, a secretary of 
the association, is that -

'' According to the Scriptures, the State and its 
sphere e:x;ist for the sake of, and to serve the in
terests of, the church." " The true State will have a 
wise reference to the church's interests in all its 
legislative, executive, and judicial ;proceedings," 
" The expenses of the church, in carrying on her 
public aggressive work, it meets fu ·whole; or in 
part out of the public treasury. Thus the church is 
protected and exalted by the State." 

This being the· National Reform view, 
and it must be, :fdr these are Mr. Foster's 
own words just as they appeared over his 
own name in the Christian Cynosure, it 
follows that Trinidad, the "pearl of the 
Antilles," is a model National Reform 
country. It has no established sect, but 
the State provides the whole church, 
Protestant ftnd Catholic, " funds out of 
the public treasury for carrying on her 
public aggressive work." A correspond
ent of a New York paper writing from 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, British West In
dies, says:--;-

"Last year the government gave the Roman 
Catholics $13,550 and the Anglicans $5,815 for the 
upkeep of their respective scholastic establishments. 
The government also pays for four exhibitions or 
scholarships of $750 each pe~: annum, tenable for 
three years. And boys from the Roman Catholic 
College of the Immaculate Conception are permit
ted to compete for and obtain these scholarships. 
In addition to this, the government contributes 
$5,000 a year toward the support of this Catholic 
college. We next find that the sum of about $17,-
500 a year is paid hom the public treasury toward 
the maintenance of the Church of England in Trin
idad, and $30,000 to the Romanists." 

The same correspondent continues : -
"And what has been the result of all this pam-· 

pering by the government of the religious bodies ? 
Has it achieved any good? I say, 'No,' emphatic
ally. The lower classes are as ruffianly and black
guard a lot as any country was ever afllicted with. : 
Concubinage is general, and only twenty-six per 
cent. of the births are legitimate. Thrift is almost. • 
unknown; Prostitution and vice are rampant, es· , 
pecially a~ong the younger females. ·Gambling in 
its worst forni is the order of the day. Burglaries 
have been of late very prevalent. And yet there 
is not one of these people who is not an adept: 
at making the sign of the cross, and who ca~not. 
read off "Hail l\iary's" and "Pater Nosters" by· 
the ell. The young girls, after making what is. 
known as their first communion, lapse into dread
ful profligacy." 

And this is the condition of a country 
in which they have that which the Na
tional Reformers propose for this la;nd,. 
namely, to use their own term, "a union. 
of religion and the State." But does this. 
show that Christianity is a failure ! By 
no means, it simply shows that which has: 

... 

been demonstrated in much the same way 
wherever it has been tried, namely, that 
Christianity fostered and supported by a 
civil government ceases to be Christianity, 
and loses its power either to elevate peo
ple in the moral scale or to prevent them 
from sinking to even greater depths of 
vice than that in which it finds them. 
Many and dark have been the crimes 
committed in the name of liberty, but 
they are no more numerous, nor of deeper 
dye than are the abominations practiced 
in the name of the religion of Him in 
whose mouth was fou11.d no guile, and in 
whose life there was no sin. C. P. B. 

--------·--------
A Baseless Basis. 

THE second article of the American Sab
bath Union declares that,-· 

"The basis of this Union is the divine authority 
and universal and perpetual obligation of the Sab
bath as manifested in the constitution of nature," 
&c. 

The Sabbath is not manifested in the 
constitution of nature. The statement that 
it is so manifested is false, and the mem
bers of tho American Sabbath Union know 
it to be false. Rev. Dr. Herrick Johnson, 
of Chicago, is a member of the American 
Sabbath Union, and not by any means an 
insignificant member. If they have any 
such thing as representative members, Dr. 
Johnson certainly may be named as one. 
In the Congressional Hearing, in behalf of 
the national Sunday law, December, 1888, 
held by the American Sabbath Union, Dr. 
Johnson was one of the speakers, and in 
his speech he said :-

'' This appointment 'of one day in seven is.arbitrary. 
There is nothing in nature to indicate that division 
of time. There is the day of twenty-four hours, 
there is the month, there is the year, all ·these are 
natural divisions; but there is nothing in nature to 
indicate the weekly division-the observance of one 
day in seven. It is arbitrary, and we regard that as 
an evidence of its divine origin." 

These statements of Dr. Johnson are 
evidently true upon their face, and they 
just as evidently prove that the statement, 
as to the basis of the American Sabbath 
Union, is false. The divisions of time into 
days, months, and years, is natural; there 
is that in nature that clearly defines these 
divisions. But there is nothing in nature 
to mark ev~n the weekly division of time 
much less is there anything in nature that 
would mark one of the days in the weekly 
division as a day to be religiously observed. 
The State exists and has its basis only upon 
the plane of the. natural. It has to. do with 
things only upon the plane of .the natural. 
The Sabbath is based only in the .action of 
God and is manifested only in the revealed 
will of God. Both of which are pre-emi
nently supernatural. Therefore, the State 
existing only in the plane of the natural, 
.and having to do only with the natural, 
can never of right have anything to do 
with the Sabbath, or with the weekly 
division of time which is caused by the 
Sabbath. That much of the basis of the 
American Sabbath Union is a fraud. And 
as the Sabbath Union exists for the pur
pose of securing religious legislation in be
half of the Sabbath, it follows that the 
basis of the American Sabbath Union rests 
upon nothing more tangible than does the, 
''baseless fabric of a dream." 
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The Logic of It. 

IF. a man should ask to be ad

mitted into membership in a 

Christian church while asserting 

his unbelief in Christianity there 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION ROMANISM AND CIVIL LIBERTY 
By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

is not one of the ministers of the 
Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible 

American Sabbath Union who THis IMPORTANT WoRK SHows CLEAHLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD ExrsT 
BETWEEN CHUlWH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE 

BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-;FIVE CENTURIES. wou.ld admit him to membership. 

If anyone should ask to be bap-

tized while ntaintaining an atti

tude of positive unbelief in Jesus 

Christ there is not one of these 

ministers who would administer 

to him Christian baptism. They 

would deny his right to. have any 

share whatever in it. It is so 

also in the matter of the Lord's 

supper. It is logically so also in 

the matter of the Christian Sab

bath. But instead of standing 

logically to their proposition, 

they inconsistently demand laws 

by which men, who glory in in

fidelity and atheism, and in their 

hatred to Christianity, shall be 

compelled to observe the Chris

tian Sabbath as a day of rest. In 

other words, they demand that 

the United States Government 

shall enact,laws by which all the 

people who are not Christians 

and who do not want to be, shall 

be compelled to act as though 

they were Christians. If it be 

the Christian Sabbath, these peo

ple have no right to consent that 

anybody but Christians shall keep 

it; and far less have they any 

right to compel people to keep it 

who are not Christians. 

If the church has the right to 

use the power of the Goyernment 

to compel men to observe the 

Christian Sabbath as a day of 

rest, has she not an equal right 

to use the same power to compel 

the same persons to observe the 

same institution as a day of wor

ship? And has she not an equal 

right to use the same power to 

compel all men to observe Chris

tian baptism, and to belong to 

the Christiap. church? In short 

if she has the right to use the 

power, where is the limit to the 

exercise .of that right, except in 

her own arbitrary will? There

sults here suggested will follow 

as surely as the power is ob

tained. For, although the church 

is aiways illogical and inconsist

tent in demanding the use of the 

civil power, she is always strictly 

logical and consi.stent in the use 

of that power to theutmpst limit. 

The only safety is in not allow

ing her the use of the civil power 

to the slightest extent. 

Chap. I. outlines vividly the ·relation that existed between "Christianity and 
the Roman Empire." 

Chap. II distinguishes between ''What is due to God and what to Cresar." 
Chap. III shows for what purpose the "Powers that Be " are Ordained. 
Chap. IV ably discuses "The Religious Attack upon the United States Con-

stitution, and Those Who Are Making it." . 
Chap. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the 

·Blair Sunday Bill, now pending in Congress. . 
Chap. VI is devoted to the "The Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Cen

tury, and Its Parallel in the Nineteenth. 
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THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. 
' WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a treatise under this 

name prepared by Alonzo T. Jones, is now ready for circulation. -
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oppositon to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee 
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TEN LECTURES 
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The work consists of 120 pages, and is embelli,shed with a colored frontis
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BY RON. WILLIAM JACKSON ARMSTRONG. 

The above is the title of a recent issue 
of the Sentinel Library which con
tains a verbatum report of a powerful 
lecture · delivered by this well-known 
speaker, in Oakland, California. Price, 
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PACIFIC HEALTH JOURNAL 
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to the dissemination of true temperance princi
ples, and instruction in the art of preserving 
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.A JOURNAL FOR 'l'HE PEOPL~ 
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is thoroughly practical. Its range of subjects is 
unlimited, embracing everything that in any way 
affects the health. Its articles being short and 
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chanics, and housekeepers, who have but little 
leisure for reading. It is just the journal that 
every family needs, and may be read with profit 
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and Temperance," cont<dning household and cook
ing recipes-post-paid for $1.40. Address, 
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any other. Address, 
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NOTE.- Any one receivb:lg the AMERICAN SENTiNEL withoUt 

having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
frj.end, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It' is our invari· · 
able rule to send out no papers without pay b1 advance, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will be' aske,4 to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

THE Christian Nation notices the re~ 
moval. of the AMERICAN SENTINEL to this 
city, and remarks tliat "the firing will now 
be at closer range." Possible the Nation 
will now be able to shoot a little closer to 
the mark. Hitherto it~ failures to hit any~ 
thing have been unparalleled by any 
journal with which we are acquainted, 
with the possible exception of the Christian • 
Statesman. 

---~·----
THE ministers of Xenia, Ohio, have is

sued an address to their people, urging 
them to cease desecrating "the Sabbath" 
by refraining from burying the dead on 
that day, going to the post-office, reading 
secular papers, compelling servants to do 
household work, and traveling on Sunday, 
especi.ally by railroad. This is all right; 
if the ministers of Xenla believe that Sun
day should be so strictly observed it is per
fectly right for them to persuade their 
people, or any other people, to keep it; but 
there the matter should end; they have no 
right to coerce people in such matters. 

-----·-------A READER asks, " Can the Sunday bill 
become constitutional without being voted 
on by the people?" There is no way in 
which the people can ever have an oppor
tunity to vote directly either for or against 
the proposed Sun~ay law. If Congress 
passes the bill and it is sustained by the 
Supreme Court, it will then be, for all prac
tical purposes,. constitutional. Of course 
we do not think that a Sunday law would 
be constitutional in the sense of being in 
harmony with the. intE;Jnt of the framers of 

. the Constitution, but it is not at all un
likely that the· courts would sustain such 
a law as that proposed by Sen!1tor Biair. 

-----~·--------
IN the l13,te convention of the American 

Sabbath Union in this city the field sec
retary denounced certain base-ball leagues 
as "bands .of criminals " because th~y 
play ball on Sunday, and the t~ame con
vention asked Congress to pass a " civil 
Sabbath .law." Now if the Sunday laws 
arE\ " civil" statutes and forbid only that 
whichjs uncivil, then we should like very 
much for someone to tell what there is in 
the playing of base-ball on Sunday that 
is so intensely uncivil as to turn all who 
pl~y it, into bands of criminals. In Cal
ifornia also last summer the field secre
tary denounced as criminals all members· 
of the' legislature of that State who had 

voted agains~ a Sunday law, and deClared 
that every one of them "ought to be in 
the penitentiary." · Mr .. Crafts is rather 
too prodigal with his' denunciations prop
erly to represent a minister of the gQspel 
of Christ. Christ carile not into the world 
to condemn the world, ,but that the world 
through Him might be saved. 

LET none. be. deceived. by the pla:usible 
cry of ''a civil 'Sabbath." There is no 
such thing as a "civiL Sabbath,'' and no
body wants such a thing. A ''civil Sab
bath;, could be nothing else than a weekly 
holiday; when public business would be 
suspendl:id and the people be left free to do 
as they please so long as they are civil, 
just as they are upon any other holiday. 
But that would be the "Continental Sun
day" with a vengeance; and that the 
Sunday-law advocates do not want. "Take 
the religion out and you take the rest out," 
says Mr. Crafts, thus showing that, in his 
opinion, a Sabbath to be of any value must 
have a religious basis; and that is the 
truth. But when that is admitted where 
is the ... , civil Sabbath"? The fact is, as 
before stated, that there is, and in the 
very nature of t~e case, can be no such 
thing as a ciVil Sabbath. It iE! simply chaff 
used to catch sparrows. 

-------··------,.---
THE fi·eld secretary of the American 

Sabbath Union should take the president 
of that association aside and instru·ct him 
in regard to the real object which they 
have in view. Mr. Crafts has been 
''swinging around the circle" explain-ing 

a movement in the interests of the working 
men? It . certainly looks very much as 
though Mr. Shepard's object is to honor 
Sunday, and to promote its observarice'as 
a sacred day. And inasmuch as the Amer" 
ican Sabbath Union adopted the resolutions 
withciut a dissenting vote, it would seem 
that the Unio11 is in perfect a,ocord with 
its president. And thus it appears that 
unless Mr. Crafts is mistaken as to his real 
motive, he stands alone in his efforts to 
preserve the health of . that large and 
respectable class which he professes to 
serve. ------·----

THE object of the American Sabbath 
Union is declal'ed by article 3 of its con
stitution to be, '' To preserve the Christian 
Sabbath as a day of rest and worship." 
This object the Union proposes to effect 
by legislation. It makes no other effort 
than by law to do this. And granting just 
here, for the argument's sake, their claim 
that they do not propose to compel any
body to worship, they do propose·to com
pel everybody to rest, on what they 
themselves call "the Christian Sabbath." 
Now Christian institutions and Christian 
ordinances belong only to Christians. The 
Christian church is for Christians only; 
Christian baptism is for Christians only; 
the Lord's supper is for Christians only. 
If Sunday be the. Christian Sabbath, it 
likewise is for Christians only; and they 
not only have no right to compel those who 
are not Christians to observe it but those 
who are not Christians have no right 

· voluntarily to observe· it. 

to the people that the Sunday movement THE fathers of our Constitution builded 
is in the interest of the working men, a wi'sel wh th · t d th · · y en ey mser e e prov1s1on 
sort of sanitary measure as it were. But that liberty of conscience must remain in-
Mr. Shepard is continually saying some~ violate. To maintain that bulwark of lib-
thing which, to say the least, excites a rt th t b t' d b' e y ere mus e a con 1nuous an a so-
suspicion that the field secretary has been lute separation of State and church and 
keeping something back i in short, that public schools from ail religion. To guide 
the real object of the movement is some- the public-school system to its destiny it is 
thing else than that which he has repre- absolutely essential that religious influence 
sented it to be. One of these unfortunate be far removed from the schools, and that 
·"breaks" on Mr. Shepard's part was sectarian doctrines be forever eliminated. 
made in the recent meeting of the so-called The blending of popular ed1,1cation with . 
Union in this city, when that gentleman religion has been fully illustriDted by the 
offered some ;resolutions to the effect that · pre·s t d't' f G h · th : .. en ·con 11on o ermany, w ere e 
the day of the inauguration of the presi- fatal effects are now shown .. Atheism and 
dent of the United States should be upon infidelity exist the~e to a larger. extent than 
the first Wednesday of March, instead of in any other civilized country.-Merced 
upo:idhe fourth day of that month. The :(Gal:) Express. · 
reason for the change, as set forth in the 
resolutions, is that it would do away with 
the desecration of Sunday by enabling 
pm;sons, east of the' Mississippi, and tnose 
living even farther away, to leave their 
homes on Monday, attend the inauguration 
ceremonies, and return. home by Saturday 
of the same week. This, says the resolu
tions, would ·prevent their " dishonoring 
the Lord's day for the purpost\Qf honoring 
the president of, the country;" • · 

Now the question naturally arises what 
possible coiniec~ion this p1;oposeCl change 
in the day of. the inauguration has with 

THE AMERICAN S.ENTI NEL~ . 
AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

The defense of· American Institutions, the preserva
tion of the United States Constitution as it is, 

so far as regards religion or religious tests, 
a.nd the . maintenance. of human 

rights both civil and religious. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly oppcsed, to anything ten\ling, 
towards a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 

S!NG,LEJ:)OJ,>¥, }'®R YEAR, Po~T-J'AID, ; ·. • • $1.()0, 
In clubs of'ien or more copies, per year, . • . . 75.c. 
To foreign cot)ritrles, sirlgle subscription, post-paid, . 58.' ' 

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL .. 
4Q ~Rl'n·S'fll.i;:~r, N!l::w.Yoi!J>,: 



Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or political.- Thomas J'efferson. 

VOLUME 5. 

The American Sentinel. 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, BY THE 

PACIFR!J PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

No. 43 BoND ST., NEw YoRK. 

. EDITORS, 

E. J. WAGGONER, ALONZO T. JONES. 

, IT is time for the National Reformers to 
cry out for the· restoration of papal rule in 
Italy. They regard Romanism as better 
than "political atheism," and it seems 
that with the mass of Italians there is no 
halfway ground. A writer in a religious 
journal says that "in swinging away from 
the Romish Church, comparatively few 
·stop at Protestantism. The majority know 
little respecting it, and apparently care as 
little about it." This is not a· matter of 
surprise since they have been religious by 
law so long that they naturally regard all 
religion as· simply a synonym of tyranny, 
and as soon as they have the opportunity 
they very naturally break away from the 
restraint which has been so galling to 
them. 

AN exchange notes the fact that "a cer
tain amount of religious liberty has been 
granted in Finland, which, though it does 
not go very far, is, at all events, a welcome 
installment. It only at present gives pro
fessed Christians of any ·sect the right to 
educate their own children, though not 
those belonging to members of the State 
Church. Marriages contracted by mem
bers of acknowledged sects will in future 
be legal. Different views of Christianity 
will no longer make any difference in the 
privileges and duties of the citizen, and 
these prerogatives are extended so far as 
to give Christians of any sect the right of 
entering Government service. 

"Religious demonstrations and proces
:dons are, however, prohibited, and as the 
Salvation Army has gained a footing in the 
country, no ·doubt they will soon come into 
collision with the authorities on that point. 
The Government has undertaken to exam
ine into the doctrines and. beliefs of every 
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dissenting sect, and also to keep a close 
account of them; it has cut a nice task out 
for itself and it remains to be seen how the 
plan will work. It appears that any mem
bers of the community not professing some 
form of Christianity are still to be de
barred the rights of citizenship, nor are 
they allowed to form organized commun
ities or educate their children." 

-+ 

The Blair Amendment Resolution. 

HERE is the Joint Resolution proposing 
to amend the Constitution of the United 
States, as re-introduced in the United 
States Senate by Sen.ator Blair, December 
9, 1889:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring 
therein), That the following amendment to the Con
stitution of the United States be, and hereby is, pro
posed to the States, to become valid when ratified 
by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States as 
provided in the Constitution: 

ARTICLE-. 

SECTION 1. No State shall ever make or maintain 
any law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 

SEC. 2. Each State in this Union shall establish 
and maintain a system of free public schools ade
quate for the education of all the children living 
therein, between the ages of six and sixteen years, 
inclusive, in the common branches of learning, in 
virtue and morality, and in knowledg;e of the funda
mental and non-sectarian principles of Christianity. 
But no money raised by taxation imposed by law or 
any money or other property or credit belonging to 
any municipal organization, or to any State, or to 
the United States, shall ever be appropriated, ap
plied, or given to the use or purposes of any school, 
institution, corporation, or person, whereby instruc
tion or training shall be given in the doctrines, ten
ets, beliefs, ceremonials, or observances peculiar to 
any sect, denomination, organization, or society, be
ing, or claiming to be, religious in its character, nor 
.shall such peculiar doctrines, tenets, belief, cere
monials, or observances, be taught or inculcated in 
the free public schools. 

SEc. 3. To the end that each State, the United 
States, and all the people thereof, may have and 
preserve governments republican in form and in 
substance, the United States shall guaranty to every 
State, and to the people of every State and of the 
United States, the support and maintenance of 
such a system of free public schools a,s is herein pro
vided. 

NUMBER 3. 

SEc. 4. That Congress shall enforce this article 
by legislation when necessary. 

This is identical with the original resolu
tion introduced by the same gentleman in 
1888, with the exception of the clause re
lating to the Christian religion. The orig
inal resolution said that the · children 
should be taught "in the common branches 
of knowledge, and in virtue, morality, and. 
in the principles of the Christian religion." 
Whereas, this one reads, '' in the common 
branches of learning, in virtue and moral
ity, and in knowledge of the fundamental 
and non-sectarian principles of Christian
ity." But nothing has been gained by 
this change. If it was intended to givo 
the resolution less of a religious tone or 
character, by changing "the principles of 
the Christian religion" for ''principles of 
Christianity," the change is hardly worth 
the effort required to make it; because the 
principles of Christianity are certainly the 
principles of the Christian religion. Chris
tianity is nothing else than simply the 
manifestation in life and character of the 
principles of the Christian religion. The 
insertion of the word "non -sectarian" as 
describing the principles of Christianity 
which should .be taught, simply makes 
tautology in the section because the fol
lowing part of the section is wholly 
taken up in the effort to say that no 
sectarian doctrines, beliefs, or ceremoni
als shall be taught or inculcated in the 
public schools. 

Which of the principles of Christianity 
are sectarian and which are non-sectarian? 
If Christianity, itself alone, is not s_ecta
rian, then none of the principles of Chris
tianity can possibly be sectarian. If any of 
the principles of Christianity be sectarian, 
then all of them are. Because Christianity 
as it is, is a definite and positive thing. It 
is not a wishy-washy mixture of fast-and
loose principles. For this reason alone, to 
say nothing of any other, every man who 
has any respect for Christianity ought to 
oppose this amendment with all his might. 

Section 1 as it stands, if it stood alone, 
is worthy of the hearty support of every 
person in the United St{l.tes; because it 
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declares just what ought to be an inhibi
tion upon all the States. There is a ques
tion whether the States a;re not . already 
forbidden to do this under the Fourteenth 
.Amendment, but if it be not certainly de•. 
cided there, such an amendment as the first 
section of this resolution should be adopted 
as a part of the Constitut:lon of the United 
St~tes. Then the States would stand upon 
the same level as the Government of the 
United States. If this were once done,and 
then the legislation, both State and N a
tional, were kept in harmony with the 
Constitutional provisions, then religious 
liberty in this country would be perfect, 
as it ought to be. But unfortunately for 
that measure in this resolution, its whole 
value is nullified by sections 2 and 3 of the 
same resolution. 

Although section 1 distinctly says that 
no State shall ever make or maintain any 
law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, yet 
section 2 just as distinctly says, that each 
State in this Union shall establish and 
maintain a system of free public schools, 
in which there shall be taught the knowl
edge of the principles of Christianity. 
Now the ~nly way in which any State can 
establish and maintain anything, is by law. 
Therefore, if the · matter stops with the 
second section, each State in the Union 
would be required, by section 2, to do what, 
by section 1, it is distinctly forbidden to 
do. But to prevent this contradiction in 
the terms of the resolution, section 3 comes 
in and declares that "the United States 
shall guaranty to every State, and to the 
people of every State, and of the United 

. States, the support and maintenance of 
such a system of free public schools as is 
herein provided." By this, it appears, that 
although no State can select for itself any 

. religion that might suit it best and make 
and maintain laws respecting the estab
lishment of that religion, the United States 
will select the religion for all the States, 

. and then require that each State shall es
tablish and maintain that religion. None 
of the people of the States are supposed to 
be capable of deciding this question for 
themselves, but a majority of three-fourths 
of the States are considered capable of de
ciding it for themselves and for all the 
others. Education would thus become a 

. national matter, and would no m;re be sub

. ject .to State control. This amendment, 

. then, would nullify that part of Article VI 

. of the Constitution which declares that no 
religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office of public trust 
under this Government. Because, accord

. ing to this amendment, a religious. test 
would necessarily have to be required as a 
qualification to tp.e office of public school 

. teacher, everywhere in the United States. 
But the leading question of all to be de

cided, if this resolution should be adopted, 
is, What are the non-sectarian principles 
.of Christianity? Granting the as:;;umption 
9f. th1;3 res<;>l~t~i9n th?-t r.lU.Ch .Ill distinction 

exists, "the question then is, How shall the 
United States Government discover just 
what they are? Christianity is represented 
in the United States by probably a hun
dred different denominations. · Each one 
of these holds to something different 
from all the others, which makes it the 
particular denomination it is. No one of 
these, therefore,can be taken as represent
ing the non-sectarian principles of Chris
tianity. Therefore, the only course to be 
pursued by which the United States Gov
ernment can find out what are the non
sectarian principles of Christianity, is, by 
a general concensus of the principles of 
Christianity as held by all of the denomina
tions in which Christianity is represented 
in the United States. This could not be 
secured by an examination of the creeds of 
the different denominations, because the 
leading denominations themselves do not 
agree upon their own creeds. There would 
be no remedy, therefore, other than to call 
a general convention of all the denomina
tions of the United States to discover what 
principles of the Christian religion are 
held in common by all and are therefore 
non-sectarian in this country. This is the 
idea of the author of the resolution, as 
stated in a letter to the secretary of the 
National Reform Association, December, 
1888. He said:-

I believe that a text book of instruction, in the 
principles of virtue, morality, and of the Christian 
religion, can be prepared for use in the public schools 
by the joint effort of those who represent every 
branch of the Christian Cfiurch, both Protestant and 
Catholic, and also those who are not actively associ· 
ated with either. 

Let such a general convention of the 
representatives of Christianity in the 
United States be called; let the principles 
of Christianity which they should agree 
are non-sectarian, be formulated; that 
would be a national creed. Then let the 
United States Government adopt that 
creed and enforce it as a part of the instruc
tion in all the schools of the nation, and 
that would be nothing less than the estab
lishment of a national religion. All the 
children of the country from six to sixteen 
years of age would then have to. receive 
that as Christianity, and so would have to 
receive their religion from the State. 

Nor would it stop with the children, be
cause the probabilities are that in a national 
creed there would be some things, if not 
many, that woul¢1.. not be Christian princi
ples at all. The parents who are Christians 
and who desire that their children shall be 
ChristiftnS would soon discover this and 
when their children were taught in the 
schools those things which are not accord
ing to Christianity, the parent would at 
once tell the child that he had been falsely 
instructed, that such was not Christianity; 
and could read dire9tly from the Bible to 
·show that it was not Christianity. This 
at once would bring on a controversy be
tween the United States Government and 
the parents of the children. The question 
then would be, whether the Government 

would allow its authority to be directly 
opposed, and its purpose to be frus
trated in its task of inculcating the 
principles of Christianity on the minds 
of the youth in this country. If the Gov
ernment should yield and allow the par
ents out of school to undo what the Gov
ernment has done in school, then the 
Government might as well stop before it 
begins; for if one parent can do this they 
can all do it. On the other hand, if 
the Government insists upon teaching the 
child religiously, what the parent does not 
want that child taught, then the parent 
will take his child out of school and keep 
him out of school. And if that shall be 
allowed, the Government will be no better 
off in the work of securing general educa
tion that it is now. 

But as section 3 pledges the power of the 
United States to the support and main
tenance of such a system of public schools, 
and as section 4 empowers Congress to en
force the provisions of the whole resolution 
by legislation when necessary, it is not to 
be supposed that in the controversy the 
Government will yield to the parent. If, 
therefore, the Government hold on its 
course, compulsory attendance at the pub
lic schools would have to be the next step; 
and the next step after that would be to 
prohibit the parents from teaching the 
children out of school that which is con
tradictory to what the Government has 
taught in school. Thus it is clearly seen 
that to say that under such an amendment 
as this. all the children of the country will 
have to receive their religion from the 
Government does not fully state the case 
by any means. The truth is, that under 
it, all the people of the United States will 
have to receive their religion from the 
Government. What the Government 
should say the principles of Christianity 
are, that would have to be received as 
Christianity. There could be no appeal. 
The Government makes itself supreme in 
all things, steps in betwee:fi the parent and 
child, and so lands itself at once into 
downright paganism u~der the garb of 
the Christian name. 

Nor is this all. It could not be certainly 
. known for more than two years at a time 
what the principles of Christianity were 
that should be received from the Govern
ment. Because in the general convention 
of all the denominations that would have 
to be called at the first to discover what 
are the non-sectarian principles of Chris
tianity, it would be to the interest, as well 
as the bounden duty, of.each denomination 
to get just as many of the principles of 
that denomination into the creed as possi
ble. No one denomination could get all 
its principles recognized for that would
make the creed sectarian; consequently 
each one striving to get in all it could,·the 
result would be a compromise, with the 
hope by some future effort to succeed in 
getting more of their principles into the 
creed, With the creed once formulated, 
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and Congress empowered to enforce it by 
legislation, it would then be to the interest 
of each denomination to secure just as 
large an influence as possible in Congress. 
This would be necessary to each one of the 
denominations as a matter of self-preser
va,tion if nothing else, in order that if each 
denominatio;n could not get enough influ
ence in Congress to control legislation 
positively in its own interests, yet so that 
it might have sufficient influence to pre
vent legislation that would be prejuducial 
to its interests. Thus every church would 
be turned at once into a political club and 
every pulpit would become a stump. As 
a Congressional election occurs every two 
years, it would so happen that every two 
years the national creed would be put to 
the test. And as the majority would de
cide whether the creed should stand or be 
revised, it would depend altogether upon 
how the vote went-whether a man was 
orthodox or a heretic. The majority might 
be as narrow as a half dozen or even one, 
and everyone of that narrow majority 
might have been drunk when he voted, yet 
that would make no difference in the re
sult. When the majority had once decided 
upon the question of orthodoxy or heresy 
that would be the end of the matter, you 
would be orthodox or heretic as the vote 
should stand. 

Does anybody who has any acquaintance 
with history need to be shown that this is 
only a perfect parallel, in outline, to the 
formation of that union of Church and 
State in the fourth century which devel
oped the Papacy and all the religious 
despotism and intolerance that afflicted 
Europe for ages? Constantine made 
Christianity the recognized religion of the 
Roman Empire. It became at once neces
sary that there should be an imperial de
cision as to what form of Christianity it 
was that should be the religion of the em-

. pire. 
The emperor said, The Catholic Church. 

Then as there were ,two great bodies,
the Arian and the Trinitarian,- each 
clahning- to be the Catholic Church, and 
as the question turned upon a hair-splitting 
point in theology, a council had to be 
called. to decide what was the Catholic 
Church. Accordingly the Council of Nice 
was convened by imperial command. An 
imperial creed was established, which was 
enforced by the imperial power. · Whoever 
would not subscribe to the creed should be 
banished. All but three in the convention 
signed the creed. These-Arius and two 
of his associates-were accordingly ban
ished. Constantine's sister was an Arian. 
When she came to die she had an Arian 
bishop to attend her and sent for Constan
tine to come to see her before she should 
pass away. He went; she besought him 
to recall Arius from banishment. He did 
so, and· commanded that he should be re
ceived as a member in good and regular 
standing in the orthodox church. The 
orthodox bishops refused to receive him. · 

The emperor declared that he shduld be 
received. The bishops persisted in their re
fusal,· and the emperor called out· the 
troops: for was it not an imperial religion 
that had been established? Was it not 
established by imperial power, and was it 
not to be maintained by imperial power? 
When the orthodox bishops saw things 
going so far as that, they prayed that 
Arius might die, rather than that the 
Church should be polluted by his presence 
so forced upon it. Accordingly, Arius very 
conveniently died. 

Not long afterward Constantine him
self died; the empire fell shortly to two of 
his sons, Constans and Constantius~ Con
stans had the western part of the empire, 
Constantius the eastern. Constans was a 
Trinitarian, Constantius was an Arian. 
In the dominions of Constans, all Arians 
were heretics under the ban of the law; in 
the dominions of Constantius all Trinita
rians were heretics under the ban of the 
law. Soon Constans came to his death, 
and Constantius was sole emperor; then 
the Trinitarian was a heretic wherever he 
was. And all the time there was intrigue 
upon intrigue, and council upon council 
was called, to revise the creed. And all 
this to such an extent that the Christian 
profession was put to an open shame 
amongst the pagans. It was parodied in 
the pagan theaters; and one pagan writer 
said truly enough, that the bishops spent 
their time in nothing else than in rushing 
from one part of the empire to another, en
gaging in council after council to find out 
what they believed. 

This is but a picture, and not in the least 
overdrawn, of what would occur in the 
United States should such a measure as 
Senator Blair's proposed amendment ever 
be enacted into law. As that was the 
Papacy, this would be a living likeness 
to it. As nothing but evil ever came from 
that imperial recognition of Christianity, 
so would nothing but evil ever come from 
this national recognition of Christianity. 
And yet, as plain as all this is to any man 
who thinks, or who knows the A B C of 
history, there are some United States sen
ators and many professed leaders of theolog
ical thought who are in favor of it. But 
are the American people ready to annul 
their Constitution, and to cast away all 
their rights under it·? 

No grander mark of political wisdom ever 
appeared upon this earth than was dis
played when the fathers of this Republic 
declared that '' no religious test shall ever 
be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under this Government;" 
and that "Congress shall make no law re
specting an establishment of religion or pro
hibiting the free exercise thereof." But the 
lessons which these mighty men learned 
are now well-nigh forgotten. Let these 
noble lessons be newly learned and held 
forth before all the nations; so shall the 
principles of liberty indeed enlighten the 
world. A.. T. J. 

A Minister on the Situation. 

THE following letter from the pastor of 
a Christian Church in Kirksville, Mo., will 
commend itself to the good sense of our 
readers:-

EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL: I am in 
receipt of two copies of your most excel
lent paper, and have read them with care. 
Am in sympathy with the work to be ac
complished by the publication of the AMER
ICAN SENTINEL, because I am convinced 
that any effort on the part of our law
making powers to unite Church and State 
would sooner or later prove .a fatal blow 
to the welfare of this Republic. 

The mission of the SENTINEL is a noble 
one, and a copy should be in every family 
in this whole country. 

It is not the province of our Government 
to unite Church and State, nor even to ili
dicate in the Constitution that this is a 
Christian nation. If those who are so 
anxious to unite Church and State would 
take a little time to read the history of such 
unions, it would cool their ardor, I am 
sure. Those blind enthusiasts who would 
do such a foolish and hurtful thing, cer
tainly exhibit a very great want of knowl· 
edge of human nature and the principlei> 
of government. The peculiar constitution 
of man and the character of our Govern
ment, forbid the creation of any such rela
tion. The condition of things that obtain 
in the Republic of Mexico at this time, 
should admonish every sensible American 
citizen. Let the good work go on. · 

----•+•·----· 

The Minneapolis Preachers. 

THE proceedings of those Minneapolis 
preachers, an account of which we pub
lished in the SENTINEL of January 2, is of 
more than passing interest to the people. 
It reveals some of the spirit that inheres 
in this Sunday-law movement all over the 
nation. That iron-clad agreement and 
the boycotting action of the preachers 
under it, show how far they have departed 
from the methods and the spirit of Jesus 
Christ, whose ministers they profess to be. 
This, however, is hot the beginning of that 
movement in Minneapolis. It has a his
tory, and the history runs back nearly two 
years. In the spring of 1888, Dr. Josiah 
Strong, of this city, secretary of the Evan
gelical Alliance .. of the United States, vis
ited Minneapolis and met with a committee 
of pastors of that place who had been ap
pointed to confer with him upon the mat
ter of organizing a branch of the Evan
gelical Alliance of that city. Severa1 
conferences were held, and . plans were 
formed; but owing to the nearness of the 
summer vacation, no definite action was 
taken at that time. Rev. D. D. McLaurin, 
of the Church of Immanuel, Minneapolis, 
was given charge of the plans formed, and 
of organizing the active work according to 
the plans. The· first definite step toward 
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organized action was taken Monday, Oc- · 
tober 15, 1888, at a meeting of the Minne
apolis ministers in theY. M. C. A. parlors. 
There the objects and the plans of the 
organization were quite fully set forth. 
One of the objects of the organization, and 
the one which is of special interest in this 
connection, i; to take " a prominent part 
in State and municipal politics and gov
ernment, watching closely all State and 
citylegislation. In its name, and upon its 
recom;mendatiou, bills will be introduced 
into the Legislature and such legislation as 
will increase the penalties for the violation 
of the Sunday laws of Minneapolis will be 
especially favored and pushed." 

The plan of organization, is a central 
alliance governed by an executive commit
tee and under the direction of this, ward 

' alliances are formed as auxiliaries. 
Through the ward alliances a company of 
visitors is organized to make a thorough 
house-to-house canvass. To each of these 
visitors is allotted a division comprising 
ten families. These are to be visited once 
a month regularly to ascertain their con
dition and needs with the special design of 
getting them to attend church. All the 
churches, Catholic and Protestant, of the 
city are united in the alliance. 

Upon all this matter of the organization 
and the work of this alliance we should not 
have a word to say except in commenda
tion if it were in fact evangelical or if 
there were any evangelical intent in it. 
But as its object is political and not evan
gelical, we can never have anything to say 
of it except to denounce it as contrary to 
every principle of the gospel. Evangelical 
is defined as being "agreeable or conso
nant to the gospel or the truth taught in 
the New Testament." The gospel is not 
political, it never can be furthered, but 
only hindered and corrupted by political 
methods such as are embodied in the plan 
of. this Minneapolis political prea~hers' 
alliance. It i!3 proper that people should 
attend church, it is perfectly proper that 
proper methods should be employed to in
duce them to attend church; but when 
political methods are employed to get the 
people to go to church for the purpose of 
increasing the political influence of the 
churches, then such churches are just 
about the worst places that the people could 
be induced to go. 

About the time of the organization men
tioned above, Dr. McLaurin said that 
"The ministers of the city believe that 
Christian unity is strong enough now to 
make itself felt in ways that churches 
separately have little influence." But, 
when Christian unity is strong enough to 
make itself felt politically, as the purpose 
of this alliance is, then the more of such 
strength Christian unity feels, the less 
strength it actually has. The only strength 
the Christian, individually, of the Chris
tian Church collectively, can ever have to 
profit is the strength of Jesus Christ. And 
that strength is never made manifest in a 

political way. The only power that Chris
tians ever can possess for good, is the 
power of godliness which can never be ex
erted by political means. 

The steps taken by the Minneapolis min
isters as printed in the SENTINEL of the 
2nd are the fitting sequel of the plan and 
object of the organization of the Evangel
ical Alliance of that city in October in 1888. 
Complusory methods belong to the organ
ization, compulsory religious observance 
is the object of Sunday laws, and that they 
should resort to boycotting pressure to 
compel both their fellow ministers and 
the people to conform to their wishes is 
only to be expected. And when such 
methods are so readily resorted to at the 
first, what will they not do at the last? 
The Evangelical Alliance and its secretary 
both had better stick to their evangelical 
work o~ else stop calling it evangelical, 
and give it its proper name of political at 
once. 

-------··--------
From California. 

EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL: Sunday
law advocates in California may rejoice 
on general principles that the SENTINEL 
has been removed out of the State, but 
fortunately that class are yet a minor
ity. There is one feature of the removal, 
however, that even its friends may rejoice 
at,-it is a forward move, and a long one 
too, against the efforts-of the mis-named 
National Reform party which it is set to 
oppose. Americ~a,, that part of it which is 
really American, reaches from ocean to 
ocean, and Californians are happy to 
know that your journal can remove its 
publication office from the Pacific to the · 
Atlantic coast and still be American. 
And no:w that you are squarely planted in 
the great commercial metropolis and po
litical center, your old-time neighbors bid 
you God-speed on your noble mission. 
When you shall have fairly warned the 
people of these Uu:lted States of the full 
meaning of national Sunday laws, and re
ligious amendments to the Constitution, 
and all kindred encroachments upon their 
liberties, your full duty in the matter will 
have been fulfilled, whether they heed 
your warning voice or not. 

SILENCE ON THE BLAIR BILL. 

Notwithstanding Senator Blair's prompt
ness in the introduction of the pet schemes 
of the National Reform Association and 
American Sabbath Union; and notwith
standing the text of these measures has 
reached us by mail in Congressional print; 
it is noticeable that not a word, at present 
writing, has appeared in the newspapers 
of the ·State. The telegraphic news en
tirely ignores the bills, and the leading 
religious journals have likewise kept si
lent. Whether this is a part of the pro
gram of the managers of these measures 
at Washington, or whether it is an indi
cation of the small interest felt in such 
matters by the press, is a question ·which 

your correspondent is unable to answer. 
I am curiously waiting to see how long 
the silence will continue. 

ON THE ALERT FOR FOREIGN FOES. 
If some foreign power were to propose 

restriction upon our privileges as a peo
ple, though the portentous cloud should 
not wear a tithe of the blackness of dark-

• ness manifested in these Blair measures, 
there .would be a " clash of resounding 
arms " along our coast. When Germany 
put on just a little swagger in presence of 
our august national dignity at Samoa, the 
Monroe doctrine suddenly let out a great 
tuck in its spacious garment, covering 
about half the Pacific Ocean, and all 
classes of journals,-big and little, daily 
and weekly, religious and secular, vied 
with each other in wails about our defense
less coast. 

When a United States revenue cutter 
seized a couple of Canadian vessels en
gaged in poaching seals in Behring Strait, 
and the British lion growled but faintly, 
there was au imaginary invasion of our 
western coast in the minds of the editorial 
fraternity from British Columbia to Mex
ico, and there was a perfect deluge of 
military reports and newspaper demands 
for large· appropriations for harbor and 
coast defenses. 

BuT, 
When there arises in our midst a spirit 

of religious intolerance seeking to control 
the Government, and whose aim is to strike 
out of our fundamental law the very prin
ciple of civ:il and religious liberty upon 
which our nation has grown and prospered 
more than a century, our otherwise alert 
and enterprising press is mum. Although 
these same measures were made so prom
inent in the last Congress, and are thrust 
in so early at the present session, after per
sistent canvassing of the country during 
all the interval, yet our sagacious de
fenders can see no danger. 

In the case of danger of foreign in
vasion, prevention is the cry upon the 
appearance of the first speck of threatened 
hostility; but the reply to such internal 
menaces often is, "Oh, if the Blair bills 
should pass, the people would rise in armed 
resistance to their enforcement." Such is 
the dependence of many who are opposed 
to the principles of religious legislation in 
general. But why not be as precautions 
concerning the far greater evil, as they 
are suspicious of the lesser possibility? 
Organizations in every State in the Union 
comprising prominent ineu of every shade 
of politics and religion, and national or
ganizations of great influence, besides the 
prestige of like enactments in nearly all 
the States, merely waiting Congressional 
action in order to give full force to their 
intolerant provisions, present a massive 
front too ominous to be ignored. Igno
rance of what such measures mean,' in the 
light of popular history, is impossible on 
the part of any man who aspires to the 
rank of enlightened journalism. 
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Is it possible that the publishers of our 
great newspapers, as well as our great pol
iticians, who are recognized as leaders in 
national policy and national thought, are 
so lost to the interests of the country as to 
lie dormant in regard to such issues? Can 
it be that these National Reform measures, 
championed in Congress by Senator Blair, 
will be allowed to go by default? Or that 
having been tacitly encouraged by silence 
on the· part of opponents, they may attain 
such a degree of apparent popularity that 
the press and the politicians will feel con
strained, if not to openly advocate, at least 
to offer no opposition? It looks as though 
such would be the case. And indeed lead
ers in the movement have expressed hope 
for success from this very cause. We 
shall soon see if they have prophesied 
aright. W. N. GLENN. 
. Oakland, Dec. 26, 1889. 

State Theology. 

[This article taken from Rev. Dr. Spear's " Relig
ion and the State " will be of special interest at this 
time because of the effort being made by certain mis · 
guided religionists to secure an amendment to the 
national Constitution requiring that the principles 
of the. Christian religion shall be taught in the public 
schools. It is worthy of a most careful and thorough 
reading.] · 

THE term State means any distinct and 
independent body of persons occupying a 
given territory and united together under 
some form of civil government. The gov
ernmental organization of a State for the 
purpose of enacting and administering law, 
is practically the State itself. It is such 
as the agent of its legal operations. By 
the term theology is· meant the science of 
God, embracing what is assumed to be 
known in regard to him and consisting 
subjectively in human beliefs with refer
ence to the Supreme Being. What men 
thus believe is their theology; and'if they 
believe in the doctrine of God at all, the 
natural sequel is. s.ome form of religious 
worship. The combination of the ideas 

·indicated by these terms gives a State the-. 
ology, a.r a government in which .the State 
asserts a legal doctrine or creed in regard 
to God and stamps the same with its own 
authority. The State, then, is a theolog
ical State. Its opinions, whether in re
spect to God himself or the duty and mode 
of religious worship, form a part of its 
laws: and this distinguishes them from 
individual beliefs or convictions that rest 
merely on private judgment, and, hence 
admit of no coercive enforcement. 

The natural and, as a most ample expe
rience shows, the sure result of State the
ology is either such an identification of 
Church and State that the two are prac
tically the same thing, or such an intimate 
legal union of the two that they mutually 
act through each other. In one case the 
State is the Church and tho Church is the 
State; and in the other, though formally 
distinct as organisms, they are, neverthe
less, blended in a common set of functions 

in respect to religion. In both ~ases we 
have the union of ecclesiastical and civil 
powers, and in both we have religion with 
the sanction of human law impressed upon 
it. 

Every State theology must necessarily 
have some specific character; and as to 
what it shall be-whether Pagan or Chris
tian, and, if the latter, whether Catholic or 
Protestant-the State itself must be the 
judge. Its opinion on this subject _it ex
presses through the edict of a king or the 
vQte of a legislative assembly. It does the 
work of a theological professor, adding 
thereto the power of the civil arm. It 
teaches by command. Its dogmas are 
laws. All the reasons which demand or 
justify a State theology at all equally de
mand that it should be put into effective 
action. If it be the right and duty of the 
State to have a theology, then it is its duty 
to be governed by it and to govern the 
people by it. The least that it can do is 
to devise the ways and means of asserting, 
perpetuating, and enforcing it. I£ it is 
worth anything it deserves this tribute. 
State patronage, State disabilities or pen
alties for dissenters and State administra
tion are the logical corollaries. To this 
there can be no just objection, since if the 
State ought to have a theology, then it 
ought to use the necessary means to main
tain and administer it. It should see to it 
that not only the children in the public 
schools, but also the adult population-in
deed, all the people-enjoy the benefits 
thereof. That would be a very queer the
ology which the State first adopts and 
legalizes and then leaves to shift for itself. 
We hold it to be the duty of the State to 
sustain its own theology, provided always 
that theology comes within its proper 
sphere. 

This, moreover, would be practically an 
easy task if all the people thought exactly 
alike and their common thoughts were 
faithfully represented by the theology of 
the State. Such, however, does not hap
pen to be the case. 

What, then, shall be done with those 
who dissent from this theology and decline 
to conform to its requirements? This 
question the State must answer, 'and gen
erally does so answer as to involve the 
principle of proscription or persecution. 
It is a fact wide as the world and spread 
all over the records of history that State 
theologies have with .great uniformity been 
persecuting theologies. Christ and his 
apostles and their followers were perse
cuted by the State theology o:f the Jews. 
Pagan Rome had such a theology, and for 
three bloody centuries she wielded its 
power against the Christians. Constantine 
established Christianity as a State theology 
and made it a persecuting power. The 
State theology of the Roman Catholic and 
that of the Protestant show the same 
record. State theology drove the Puritans 
out of England and murdered the Hugue
nots in France. It made our Puritan 

fathers persecutors. Mohammedanism as 
a State theology and Paganism as such are 
marked by the same feature. The mission
ary efforts of modern times to propagate 
Christianity among the heat_hen meet with 
one of their most formidable obstacles in 
State theologies, and the same was true of 
like efforts in the apostolic age. It is a 
general fact that the moment theology 
allies itself with the State and commands 
its powers it becomes persecuting in re
spect to all who dissent from it, and that, 
too, whethe;r it be Pagan or Christian, 
Catholic or Protestant. History paints 
this fact in lurid colors. 

Nor is there anything strange or unnat
ural in such a fact. It results from the 
very nature of the case. The theology of 
the State is a part of its organic or statute 
law, and, of course, it should be sustained 
by its authority and power. Heresy is, 
hence, a crime as really as murder, and as 
such it should be punished. So the State 
reasons, and that, too, correctly, provided 
we accept the doctrl.ne of State theology. 
Catholic States and Protestant States have 
reasoned in this way. What we call relig
ious persecution State theology calls pun
ishment to prevent crime. What we call 
religious liberty it calls a dangerous exer
cise of·private judgment. Saul of Tarsus 
was a conscientious persecutor, regarding 
himself as doing God service; and it is but 
just to say that State theologies have gen
erally been conscientious in their deeds of 
murder and blood. They have not looked 
upon themselves as ruffians and outlaws, 
but rather as the conservators of the divine 
honor and the true interests of souls. The 
thoughts of an after and a wiser age were 
not their thoughts when they trampled the 
religious rights of men into the dust and 
shocked Heaven, if not earth, with their 
cruelties. Religious zeal misdirected is a 
terrible passion : and all State theologies, 
because administered by men, are apt to 
have this zeal. 

We present, then, the disabilities, the 
persecutions, and the martyrdoms, which 
·are so conspicuous in the history of State 
theology, as more than suggesting that 
there must be some radical mistake in the 
doctrine itself. A ·doctrine that can by 
perversion turn the mild and genial relig
ion of Jesus into a flaming persecutor, and 
make it a ferocious enemy to religious 
liberty as vested by God in individual 
souls; a doctrine that undertakes to ad
judicate upon questions lying exclu
sively between the soul and its Maker; 
a doctrine that substitutes carnal for 
spiritual weapons; a doctrine that resorts 
to the law of force, where nothing is 
pertinent except the peaceful persuasion 
of argument and the gentle and loving 
voice of entreaty; a doctrine that in prac
tical execution becomes an abominable 
despotism exercised over the bodies and 
attempted over the souls of men-yes, such 
a doctrine has written upon its face in 
letters of light the glaring evidence of be-
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ing essentially and fundamentally wrong. 
Judging it by its fruits, we find it difficult 
to use terms sufficiently intense to describe 
the degree of that wrong. Its prevading· 
principle is hostile alike to God and man, 
although it professes to be the servant of 
both. 

It is, moreover, a significant fact of his
tory that Christianity has always pros
pered most in the true sense when it has 
had least to do with the State and the 
State has had least to do with it. For the 
first three centuries it was the theology 
of individual conviction, resting simply 
on its own evidence, holding no other 
relation to the State than that of a per
secuted religion, and doing its entire work 
by the use of spiritual means; and then it 
was that it spread itself among the nations 
of the earth with a purity and power that 
have never since been exceeded. Then it 
was that venerable and pompous systems 
of Pagap.ism yielded to the resistless 
energy of its moral march. Afterward it 
became a State theology; and then, in the 
hands of the State, it was not only cor
rupted and half-paganized, but at once 
assumed, and for centuries maintained, the 
character of a persecuting religion. All 
the persecutions of the Romish Church, 
and, indeed, all the persecutions that'have 
existed in the name of Christianity, have 
had their basis in State theology. If God 
should be pleased to constitute a theocracy 
on earth, and by inspiring it guarantee its 
infallibility, then it would be the duty of 
men to bow to its authority; but until we 
have this fact established by appropriate 
evidence the conclusion drawn from his
tory is that the State should confine itself 
exclusively to things temporal, and leave 
theology to the individual convictions and 

. private judgments of men._ This is cer
tainly the truth in respect to Christianity. 

There can be no doubt that a true the
ology in the heads and hearts of the people 
is a very important and much-needed in
fluence for good in relation to civil govern
ment; yet it does not follow that the State 
is the proper party to take care of this 
theology, to define it, to teach it, to sup
port it, or in any way invest it with thA 
sanction of law. Those who set up the 
proposition that religion is essential to 
morality, and also the further proposition 
that morality is essential to good govern
ment, and then infer that the State should 
establish and support religion are guilty 
of a palpable non-sequitur in logic. The 
truth of their premises does not prove that 
of their conclusion. It may be true (facts 
:show it to be so) that the State will receive 
the largest and purest contribution of mor
ality founded on religion when the latter 
is left entirely to the educational influences 
of the family and the church; and if so, 
then State theology is not only a super
fluity, but a positive damage to the best 
interests of the commonwealth. 

Those who drew the plan ·of our national 
Government built the system upon the 

principle that religion and civil govern
ment were to be kept entirely distinct; 
and, for the most part, all the State gov
ernments are constructed upon the same 
theory. The general character of both is 
that they neither affirm nor deny any doc
trine in respect to God and that they com
mand no duty as a religious duty. They 
deal with the temporal rights and obliga
tions of citizenship, without any reference 
to the.question whether the citizen is a 
religionist or not. His religious faith is 
no part of his citizenship and no criterion 
of his rights. It confers upon him no im
munities and imposes no disabilities. It is 
a matter between himself and his God, 
and with it the civil authority does not 
concern itself. He is not forbidden to be 
an atheist and not commanded to be a 
Christian. He forfeits no rights by being 
the one and gains none by being the other; 
and as between these two extremes of 
opinion, the State does not undertake to 
decide which.is the true and which is the 
false opinion. Such is the great American 
principle in respect to the sphere of civil 
government. This principle, being the 
exact antipode of State theology, admits 
of no reconciliation with it. 

We submit this summary of thoughts in 
regard to State theology for the considera
tion of those who insist that the public 
school system of this country shall be made 
the instrument of religious education. 
The practical meaning of this demand is 
that an American State shall in its public 
school adopt the principle of State theology. 
Have those who make the demand well 
considered the fact that they logically ally 
themselves with all the religious despot
isms that have ever existed among men? 
They in effect accept and advocate a prin
ciple which has in all ages been the enemy 
of religious liberty, against which heroes 
have fought, on whose cruel altars mar
tyrs have bled; and whose historic enor
mities are sufficient to startle the world. 
They assume that an American State has 
a theology to teach and support; and in 
this one assumption they pass the Rubicon, 
and grant what never did anything for 
Christianity but to corrupt and weaken it 
as a moral and spiritual power. 

-------~.--------

They Are Papal Allies. 

IN commenting upon certain abomina
tions taught by Roma:t!ists as Christianity, 
the Ironclad Age has the following which 
is none the less true or sensible because it 
was said by an infidel paper:-

"Yet this is the reJigion that Popery is 
scheming to have taught at the public ex
pense in our free schools. And the Protest
ant Church is actively assisting the Papacy 
in this treason. God in the Constitution, 
Christ as the supremernler, "the principles 
of the. Christian religion" to be inculcated 
in the free schools-these are the battle 
cries alike of Popery and Protestantism. 

Nor does Protestantism seem to realize 
that if God is placed in the Constitution, 
it will be the papal god: if the principles of 
the Christian religion are to be inculcated 
in the public schools, it will be the princi
ples of said religion as defined and prac~ 
ticed by Popery. 

''Protestantism seems blind to the signs 
of the times. It doesn't seem to note that 
the Papacy, that has impoverished and 
ruined all the old countries, is now cutting 
loose from those countries and concentrat
ing its strength in the United States: The 
Papacy, united and possessed of immense 
wealth, . is stronger politicaliy to-day in 
this country than all the divisions of Prot
estantism in their disunited condition. 
Catholics by the hundreds of thousands 
are flocking to our shores. Their first 
and last allegiance is to the Pope, yet they 
are almost immediately on their arrival 
endowed with citizenship in fifteen of our 
States. Rome, by its consolidated vote, 
~ules all the great cities in the United 
States to-day ; and either of the great po
litical parties that would dare openly to 
antagonize the Papacy would be snowed 
under out of sight in any general election 
in the United States if that election were 
to come off next week. Nothing but a 
·unity between Protestantism and all the 
liberal and non-religious elements of this 
country will save it from the fate that has 
befallen every country where the papal 
beast of blood has been allowed to roam 
unrestrained. And the sooner this is un
derstood the better for the country." 

An Excellent Thought. 

The Christian Advocate of this city, 
has the following item which contains an 
.excellent thought which those who want 
Congress and our several State Legislatures 
to remove by legislation all the difficulties 
in the way o:f church work would do well 
to consider. The Advocate says:-

An attempt is sometimes made to explain the 
slow progress of religion in our large cities on the 
ground that .the conditons of society are peculiarly 
unfavorable to evangelical Christianity. We are 
told that many of the inhabitants are German inti
dels and atheists, Italian and Irish Catholics, Jews 
and pagans, and that these are not easily reached · 
by the gospel, and therefore aggressive movements 
are not to be expected. Certainly these elements 
are antagonistic to Protestant Christianity, and pre
sent serious obstacles in the way of its progress; 
bU:t did the gospel ever yet find a field which was 
free from antagonistic elements ? Has the gospel 
any other aim than to meet and overcome hostile 
forces and reduce a world of enemies to subjection? 
Human nature is one the world over, and the gos
pel is perfectly adapted to the work of saving men 
without respect to class or nationality. Wisdom to 
wield the sword of the Spirit is all that is want

ing, and this wisdom cometh down from above. 

If in harmony with this suggestion, the 
churches would pay more attention to 
wielding the " sword of the Spirit" and a 
little less to invoking the aid of the State, 
much good might reasonably be expeeted 
to result, not only to sinners but to the 
Church itself. 



A WRITER in a religious con
temporary says that Italy is a 
hard soil for the growth of Protes
tantism. On the one hand are 
the Romanists, upon whom no 
impression can be made, and upon 
the other the Infidels, upon whom 
still less impression is possible. 
Unbelief among the Italian men, 
he says, is general in Rome, and 
their absence from Church is con
spicuous. 

This state of affairs is not to 
be wondered at since it is the 
legitimate result of the Church 
and State regime which has so 
long cursed Italy. Men may be 
compelled to observe the out
ward forms of religion, but that 
does not make them truly pious, 
and when the compulsion is re
moved they will surely go far
ther in the other direction than 
though they had not been coerced. 
Coercion in religion breeds hatred, 
and hatred is the very opposite 
of Christianity.' 

--o--

A RELIGIOUS paper has the fol
lowing, which we pass along for 
the benefit of our religion-by-law 
friends:-

" The foolishness of legislating 
on Bible doctrines should be dis
covered by the comments which 
such work calls forth from the 
average newspaper. The follow
ing is a case in point. The Pres
bytery of Cincinnati having voted 
that all infants dying in infancy 
are saved, the Cincinnati In
quirer of Nov. 20, 1889, com
ments upon the action as fol
lows:-

" By a vote of twenty-two to eighteen, 
the Presbytery of Cincinnati concluded 
that '' all infants dying in infancy are 
saved." Bless their dear little hearts, how 
they must rejoice at this declaration 1 But 
le.t them pause a moment and reflect upon 
the solemn fact that a change of only 
three votes would have damned them 
forever." 

-----o--

'THE Christian Advocate ofthis 
city says:-

That idleness is a prolific cause of vice 
and crime is made clear by facts con
stantly coming under. the observation of 
those who read the papers and study the 
condition of society. 

This is true, and being true is 
it not a little strange that so many 
·of thosewho'know that it ·is true 
are. in favor of laws compelling 
people to be idle one day each 
week. There can be no · doubt 
that Sabbath keeping is a good 
thing; but habHual idleness one 
day each week is not Sabbath
keeping; only those keep a Sab
bath, in any proper sense of the 
word, who observe the day unto 
the Lord. The Advocate is right, 
"idleness is a prolific cause of 
vice," and therefore all laws that 
foster idl~n~BS fost0r yice, 
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NOofE.-Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by special aiTangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

OWING to a lack of funds the "publica
tion of documents of the American Sab
bath Union for 1890" has been postponed. 

THE field secretary of the American Sab
bath Union announces that he will make 
another lecture trip across the continent 
and back, starting across in April and 
reaching the Atlantic again in August. 
Definite dates and places of giving the 
lectures, are iwt yet announced. 

THE local Sunday bill for the District of 
Columbia was presented in the House of 
Representatives by Representative Breck
inridge, of Kentucky. The Speaker re
ferred it to the Committee on Education 
and Labor, but by request it was after
ward referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. We hope to have 
a copy of the bill for comment in our next 
issue. 

WE have received a circular from the 
secretary of the American Sabbath Union, 
announcing that the Union is to hold a 
convention at Washington, D. C., January 
30 and 31. "Everybody" is invited, but 
"especially the friends of the American 
Civil Sabbath in Virginia, West Virginia, 
:Maryland, and the District of Columbia." 
"The leading purpose of the convention" 
as announced "is to urge upon Congress 
the request of the commissioners of the 
District of Columbia" for a Sunday law. 
The circular announces that "distin
guished Senators,, Congressmen, pastors 
and others are expected to speak" besides 
Mr. Crafts. 

CoLONEL SHEPARD of the so-called Sab
bath Union, is making himself ridiculous 
and bringing religion, which he is sup
posed to represent, into contempt by such 
utterances as the following which is at
tributed to him in a speech before the re
cent Dominion Evangelical Alliance:-

The West Shore and Hudson River Railways, 
which were started for the purpose of running Sun
day excursions, were driven into bankruptcy by the 
Lord. A new management cut off the Sunday 
traffic as far as possible, and now-their finances are 
in good condition. At one time no Sunday elevated 
trains were run on the Sabbath, when it was ar
ranged that a train should be asked for by a Chris
tian minister, who, by the way, very soon was 
called away from earth. 

It may do to talk this sort of stuff to 
people who do not know the facts in the 

case, but it will not impress others very 
much. The truth is that the West Shore 
Railroad was driven into bankruptcy by a 
most ruinous competition. Then it passed 
under the management of the New York 
Central and Hudson River Railroad. The 
rates were increased and the number of 
trains reduced, and the Vanderbilts make 
money out of it. And Sunday trains both 
freight and passenger are run, and have 
been all the time, both on the West Shore 
and the New York Central. 

IT is stated that the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland has issued a pastoral 
address onnon-church-goingandits causes, 
which it asks to be read over the pulpits 
in all the churches on a convenient Sab
bath. It points out that in Glasgow, the 
most populous city of Scotland, there are 
not fewer than one hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who are alienated from 
public worship. It is further remarked 
~hat there is a similar and alarming pro
portion of people in other towns, and even 
in rural parishes, who habitually absent 
themselves from church. 

It may be interesting to remember in 
this connection that Scotland is probably 
the most strict Sunday observing country 
in the world; but it seems that something 
more than simply refraining from work 
on Sunday is required to make people 
pious, or even to insure their attendance 
at church. Evidently that which Scot
land needs ( ?) is ala w requiring every body 
to attend church who is not excused for 
some good and sufficient reason. ' The 
National Reformers should see what can 
be done for the country of the Cove
nanters. 

We should like for some of the people 
who favor the suppression of base ball on 
Sunday, to point out what there is about a 
base-ball game that is uncivil on Sunday 
any more than on any other day. No one 
pretends that the playing of a game of 
base-ball is uncivil in any sense. It can
not be shown that it is in any way uncivil 
on Sunday, and it is not because of any 
incivility, in it that they propose to sup
press it on Sunday. Nor is this all; the 
playing of base-ball is not even irreligious. 
It is true that men who are not religious 
play base-ball. It is equally true that men 
who are religious, and strictly so, can play 
base-ball and still be religious. Then it is 
not because the playing of base-ball is 
either uncivil or irreligious that they pro
pose to suppress it on Sunday; it is solely 
because Sunday is held by certain people 
to be a religious day, and that it is to be 
devotoo_ to religious exercises; and as the 
playing of base-ball is not a religious exer
cise, therefore it is not consistent with the 
religious observance of a day. Conse
quently the only purpose of the enactment 
and enforcement of Sunday laws is to en
force the observance of it as a religious 
day. ~ is to compel people who are not 

religious to pay religious tribute to those 
who pretend to be religious. But if the 
Government is to do this in one thing when 
it is demanded, why not in everything else 
~s it may be demanded, and have a thor
ough-going union of Church and State at 
once. That will be the outcome of a na
tional Sunday law. 

THERE was lately organized, in the City 
of New York, a league professedly to 
maintain American institutions. We have 
not yet seen a copy of its constitution or 
any official statement of its objects, but 
from what we can gather from the news
paper report, it seems to be more than 
anything else an organization to maintain· 
American Protestant institutions as against 
Catholic institutions. Like most of the 
attempts in this line, that have lately been 
made, this looks too much like an attempt 
to put Protestantism in the place of legal 
recognition rather than Catholicism, and 
no American institution can ever be de
fended by any such means as that. Prot
estantism as an established religion, is 
only the Papacy in principle and under 
another name. We shall give our readers 
more particulars in this matter hereafter. 

'' ONE of the most prominent characteris
tics of the American Sabbath Union, says 
its organ, the Pearl of Days, is its broad 
basis of practical ·Christian union for one 
national, civil, and religious object. Its 
only 'shibbotleth' is the preservation of 
'the Christian Sabbath as a day of rest 
and worship.' It has no 'sibboleths' no 
other motto upon its banner. For this su
preme end Protestants and Roman Cath
olics can and do co-operate, even if they 
are not incorporated in the institution it
self. Religion and patriotism combine 
together to keep and to hand down to suc
ceeding generations the blessing of ' the 
Lord's Day.' 

Certainly the object of the so-called un
ion is "civil and religious;" it is civil in 

. that it demands that the civil power en
force a religious institution; and it is re
ligious in that the great underlying mo
tive of the leaders in the "union" is the 
exaltation of Sunday because of the sa
credness which in their minds attaches to 
that particular day. The term "civil" 
which they use is simply sugar used to 
catch flies that might not relish the odor 
of Church and State vinegar. 
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admjnister the government in his stead.·. 
It is this usurpation of power which we' 
oppose. . Christ lias his representatives in .· 
the· world, but the only authority ever· 
giv~n to them is found in Mark 16: 15 and 
parallel texts. Working under this com
missio~' the apostles besought men to be 

IN his late speech in New York City,: reconciled to God, and that is all anybody 
Mr. Crafts said:- ·has' any 1;ight to do. To adppt the Bible 
:Ve~inont is the only State in which the Woman's • .·as tlie law for the government of the Na

Cliristia:n Tempe.ran<ie Union has not a Sab~ath Ob- · tion TiouJ(I simply oe to provide that the · 
sei:vance Supermtendent; thC: reason bemg that majority choulcl dictate to the minority in 
whatever may be the wrongs m Ve:t:tnont, Sabbath .· . :. ; . . . . 
breaking is not one of them. all th;mg~ pertammg to rehgwus faith and 

Yes, indeed, the American Sabbath pract~9e. 
.U11ion and the Woman's Christian Tem~. 
peraJ+ce Union can boast of Vermont. 

.·Vermont is directly in their line of things. 
: The Sunday laws ·of Vermont are exactly 
after .their own hearts; for we have it upon 

The Breckinridge Sunday Bill. 

. the authority of Mr. Crafts himself that Representativ6s, J anuitry 6, 189'0 :-
the Vermont Sunday laws require people · A BI:Lr/'·· 

HERE is a copy of the_ Breckinridge 

·Sunday Bill·for the District of Columbia, 

whiqh was introduced in thi':l House of 

to go to church and to religiously observe:· · · · 
. TO PREVENT PERSONs FROM imiNO: ]'OROED TO LABOR 

the day· oN SuNv:.w: · · 

THE CMistian Nation says:- , 
God, 'who is the source of all authority, has ap

pointed our Lord Jesus Christ the Ruler of nations. 
The Bible, God,'s revealed will, contains law for 
nations, and is the standard by which- all moral 
iss~es il}. ·political life are to be decided. , National 
acknowledgement of this authority, and obedience 
to this law, constitute a truly Christian nation._ 

Be it enacted b1J tl. e Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of the.United States of:America in Con
gress assembled, That it shall be unlawful for any 
person or corporation; or employee of anx person or 
corporation in the District of Columbia,, to perform 
any secular labor or· business, or to ~a use the same 
to be performed by any person in their employment 
on Sunday, except works of necessity or mercy; 
nor shall it be lawful ·for any person or corporation 
to r.eceive pay for labor or. services p!lrfonned or 
rendered in violation of t:1is act. 

NUYBER 4. 

that there is in the District of Columbia 
any forced labor, any involuntary service 
required on Sunday or any· other day, 
everybody so oppressed, ha.s an ample. 
refuge already supplied. 

Article XIII of ·Amendments. to the 
Constitution of t:he United States declares 
that "Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime, whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall . exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to 
their ·jurisdiction." Now the District ·of 
Columbia is exclusively within th.e juris-
diction of the United States; th.ere:fore, if 
there is any forced labor or involuntary 
service.anywhere in the District of Colum
bia, on Sunday or any other day, all that 
is necessary for any to do who are so op
pressed, is to present their plea, under this 
article, to 9,ny court there and the whole 
power of the United States Government 
will be exerted, if necessar.y, to release them· 
from such forced labor or involuntary 
servitude. There is no such thing going 

. on, however, in the District of Columbia; 
consequently there is no opportunity for 
any appeal to t.he United States under tho 
provisions of this article of the Cml.stitu
tion. 

The truth is, that the title to this bill, 
like that to the national. bill by Senator 
Blair, is a misleading thing, · It appears 
very innocent, and it would be iunocent if 
it were true that a:nybody was 'being forced 
to labor on Sunday .. But no such thing 
exists in the District of Columbia nor a:ny
where else in,the United States. Nor does 
the bill in fact contemplate any such thing, 
nor is it in fact a remedy for any. such 
offense. Because the body of the bill, 
which is supposed to express how the ob-

It is an easy matter to ~ay that this is 
so, but it would be difficult to prove it by 
any statement of the Scriptures themselves. 
Go.d has promised the world to·Christ, but 
it has not yet been given into his hands; :noi' 
will it be till the time comes for the de
struotio~l of all earthly powers. This is 
clearly indicated· in the ·second Psalm. 
Christ ·himself said that his kingdom is 
not of this world, and has likened himself 
to a nobleman going into a far country to 
receive. fpr himself a kingdom and to re
turJl. And it is at the time of his return 
that he will take the kingdom. But some 
of. his professed followers not cohtent to 
wait for his • return. are officiously trying 
to.tOJ.'9e tb.l:l k.;in.g-do;m. upon hi~ in his ab-

Any person or oorporat:on, or employee of any 
person or corporation in the District of Columbia, 
who shall violate the provisions of this act, shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of 
not more than one hundred dollars for every such 
offense: Provided, however, That tho provisions of 
this act shall not be construed to. apply to ·any person 
or persons who conscieniiously believe in and ob
serve any other day of the week than Sunday as a 
day of rest. 

From the title of this bill it seems that 
there is enforced labor being carried on in 
the District 'of Columbia. It seems that 
-there is involuntary service being required 
of people there: because it says that this 
is "n. bill to prevent persons from being 

. ject, as defined in the title, shall be carried 
into effect, not only prohibits everybody 
from causing work to be performed ,on 

. Sunday, but it also prohibits everybody 
from doing even volwntarily any work on 
Sunday. . The body of the bill ·prohibits 

forced to labor on Sunday." If it be t''ue 
. . . 

· the people of the District of Columbia .from 
, voluntarily laborin~ on Sunday, whii(;l the 
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title of the bill distinctly says that it is a thousands of new readers, .;e reprint here 
bill to prevent persons from being forced our comments upon this-clause in the-Blair
to l.ab'O'I' on Sunday .. The title of the bill· .Bill. 
and the _body of the bill do not agree. Secular. means, '' pert~ining to this pres
And as the body of the bill expresses the ent world., or to things not spirituaL or 
inte-rlt~on of those who want it passed, and holy; relating. to things not immediately 
as the title of the bill does not agree with or primarily respecting the soul· but the: 
the body of it, it is thereby proved that body; worl(Uy." Therefore this ;bill pro
the title is intentionally misleading. It is, poses to prohibit all p~;rsons within the~ 
put there as it is, to cover up· the real pur- jurisdiction of the United States from per-. 
pose of the bill itself. We repeat, there is· forming or authorizing to be performed 
nobody in the District of Columbia that is on: Sunday any work, labor, or business 
:forced to labor on Sunday .. · If anybody pe~t~ining to this present world or to 
works there on Sunday it is· voluntarily things not spi:r:itual or holy. It proposes 
that they do it, and if it is not for them- to prohibit them from performing any 
~elves but for others that they do. the work w'ork,-1abor, or business relating immedi
they are not even asked to do it without atJely or primarily to ·.the body, (works 
pay, much less are they forced to do it. of necessity, mercy, and humanity. ex-

This is perfectly known by those who cepted); to prohibit thetn from doing auy
have. asked that this bill be introduced.. thing worldly, that is, pertaining to this 
They ktww that anybody in the District of world or to .this life. Consequently, the 
Oolv.:inbia or anywhere else is· at perfect ·only kind of works that can properly 
1iberty to refuse to work on Sunday. And . be done on Sunday under that 'bill are 
they lik,ewi~e know that such persons are works that pertain to another world, 
in no danger of losing anything .by refus- , works that pertain to things spiritual or 
mg to work on Sunday. Mr. Crafts is one holy, wor'ks respecting the soul, and the 
of the principal advocates of this measure life to come. 
and yet he has printed, for years, in his Now we should like for some of· these 
book, "The Sabbath for Man," page 428, Sunday-law folks to tell us how the Con
these words:- · gress of the United States is going to 

Among other printed questions to which I have 
collected numerous answers,.was this one: "Do you 
know of any instance where a Christi~'s refusing 
to do Sunday work, or Sunday trading has resulted 
in his financial ruin? " Of the two hundred answers 
from persons representing all trades and professions, 
not one is affirmative. [And the italics are his own.] 
A western, editor thinks that a Christian whose re
fusal to do Sunday work has resulteq in his fi~ancial 
,min, wotdd be as great a curiosity as ''the missing 
link." There are instances in which men have lost 
places by refusing to do Sunday work, but they have 
usually found other places as good or better.-With 
-some there has been "temporary self-sacrifice but 
:ultimate betterment." . . . I never knew a case, 
.nor can I find one in any quarter of the globe, where 
,even beggary, much less starvation, has resulted 
from courageous and conscientious fidelity to the 
:Sabbath. Even in-India, where most of the business 
.community is heathen, missionaries. testify that 
J.oyslty to the Sabbath in the end brings "no .worldly 
loss. On the other hand, incidents have come to me 
by Lae score, of thooe who hav6 gained, even in' their , 
wol,.ldly prosperity, by daring to do right ·in the 
:watter: of Sunday work. 

Following this ·extract, Mr. C,rafts fills 
aix pages of his book with instances sus
taining the statements which we have 
quoted. Therefore, in the face of their 
own testimony that no financial loss fol
lows a refusal to do Sunday work, the 
plea that men are forced to work on Sun
day is a fraud; and to pretend that men 
are· so oppressed by being forced to work 
on Sunday that they must needs be re
lieved by the national power, is a wicked 
imposture. This evidence from the chief
est advocate of Sunday laws is further 
pro<>f that the title . of the Breckinridge 
Bill is intentionally disingenuous. 

Thii\1 bill, also, as Senator Blair's, for
bids any person or corporation to perform 
a.ny secular labor or business ·on. Sunday. 

.A.s the SENTINEL is constantly goini to 

find out, so as authoritatively to state,· 
what work, labor, or 'business it is that 
properly pertains to another world, on 
Sunday or at any other time. More than 
this, we should like for them to tell us 
how Congress is to find out whether there 
is any other world than this, and espe
cially how it is to find this out and. make 
it to be so clearly discerned that the rec
ognition of it can be enforced by law upon 
all the people ? We should like, alsp, for 
somE:! of these· to tell how Congress is 
to discover what work it is that pr6perly 
pertains to the people's souls on Sunday; 
or indeed, whethe~ the people have any 
souls? How is Congress to know whether 
there is a' life to come ? And if. Oongres~:~ 
shall discover all this to its own satisfac. 
tion; then will Congress insure to all the 
people a happy issue in that life to come, 
upon condition th~;~.t they will observe the 
Sunday laws? · 

These are not captious questions, they 
are 1entirely, pertinent. For. when it is 
proposed that this Nation' by legislative 
acts shall commit itself ,to the guardian-

, ship of the affairs of the world to come, of 
men's souls, and of another life; and when 
the people are asked to consent to it; it is 
strictly proper for the people to inquire, 
How shall the State. make that thing a 
success? 

The truth is, that the State can never 
have anything to do with the world to 
come or with the question as to whether 
there is one to come 1'\.t all. The State can 
never ·have anything to do with men's 
souls or with' the question as to whether 

· men have any souls~ The State can never 
have anything to do with the life to 
come or with . the question ~ tQ whether 

there is any life to cbme. No State will 
~ver reach the wodd. to come nor will 
any State ever, in the least degree, be 
partaker, of the life that is to come.. The 

· State is of this world wholly, it has to do 
only with the affairs of this world, and 
with men as they are in this world. The 
State has to do only with men;s bodies, 
and to see that the lives which men lead 
are civil. By thef'!e considerations it is 
clearly seen that this Stinday·bill at the very 
first step leads the civil government,into a 
field where it is impossible. for it to have 
any jurisdiction. · 

Nor do we raise these questions because 
we doubt that there is another world or that 
there is a life to come. We are fully per
suaded that there is both another world 
and a life to come. But the discerning of 
this is a matter of faith, and that on the 
part of each individual for himself alone. 
Nobody on this earth can discern or de
cide this for anybody else. We thor-

: oughly believe that there is both another 
world ·and a life to come, and anybody 
in this world has an equal right not to 
believe it if he chooses so to do. We have 
the right to believe this without the sane~ 
.tio:p. of the Government; and any other 
man has a right 11ot to believe it without 
any interference by the Government. We 
deny the right of any of the Senators or 
Representatives in .. Con,g:ress to decide any 
of these matters for anybody but himself. 

Further than· this, it is claimed by the 
advocates of Sunday laws that they do not 
propose to compel people, or even try to 
compei them, by law to be religious or to 
act as though· they were religious. Yet, 
in both these bills which thElY have had 
presented hi the present Congress, they· 
intend to have everybody forbidden to 
perform any labor or business pertaining 
to this present world or to things not 
spiritual· or holy; to prohibit everybody 
from performing any work relating iin-'· 
mediately or primarily to the body, or to 
this life. 'And when all that is done, the 
only thing ·.that is left, that • anybody is. 
aliowed to· do on Sunday,· :is work that 
pertains to' fl,nother world; work that per;. 
tains to things spiritual or holy; work 
that pertains to the soul~ and to the life · 
to come; and every one of these things is 
wholly in the ret!tlm of the religious: . we 
have heard of a man who was· shut up -to 
a choice between the devil and the deep 
sea. Those who shut him up there might · 
have claimed that they didn't compel him·.: 

. to go .to the devil nor yet to the -deep sea; . ' 
· because he was left perfectly free• to niake 
. his own choice.· Yet, so far as the freedom 
. of choice goes, that man was just as well ' 
off, as the people of the Distr.ict of Colum~ . 
bia would be under this bill; because· they. 
will be shut up to a choice between. doing·< 
absolutely nothing and doing works on · 
religion. · · 

Nor are' we sure that the people of the 
DistriCt of Columbia will not be 'actually ·· 
worse otf thl'l-4 w;:w thi.s othir m.a.u. : .U--il , ~ 
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not' certain at all that they will be left 
free to choose whether they will do nothing 

. ·or do works of religion; b~cause if men 
choose to do nothing at all, that will be 
only idleness, and Mr: Crafts declares in 
his book, page 373, that " idleness, as well 
as business is Sabbath breaking." 'The 

·.object of the American Sabbath Union, 
and the Woman's Christian Temperance 

· Union, is to secure Sabbath keeping, not 
Sabbath ·breaking, in the District of Co

. lumbia and the Nation; therefore, any 
man, who, under this bill should exercise 

., his right of choice and do nothing, ~buld 
.·be a Sabbath-breaker. And as the object 
·. of these people is to secure Sabbath keep-
.ing,· it is not at all certain that such a 
person would be left free to proceed freely 
owhis course o.f Sabbath breaking. But, 
by the very easiest construction that 
could be ptit upon such a law, it is certain 

· that' under it, everybody would be forced 
. either to break tha Sabbath or to do works 

of religion; would be forced either to be 
wicked or to be religious. T~compel people 
by law to db either o£ these things is wicked. 
Therefore, the proposed District Sunday 
law; the proposed national Sunday la'Y, 

· and ev~ry other Sunday law that ever was, 
are evi1 in themselves. By such laws 

·civil government· is forced into a field 
where it is impossible to do that which it 
sets about to do. By such laws civil gov

·. ermn.ent· undertakes to secure that which 
can be . secured by the Lord alone, by his 
Spirit upon the individual conscience. 

As w-e h!'jl;ve proved the effect of such [!, 

law upot1 .those who are not religious nor 
incline,4 tq~ perform works of religion on 
Sunday is~~ compel them to be idle. This 
is to be enforced by a penalty of "not 
.more. than a hundred dollars for every 

· offerise." Idleness is the prolific cause of 
dissipation, vice, and crime. Honest oc
cupl1tion 011. Sunday or any other time is 
better than idleness, and to enforce idle· 

·ness under a penalty of a hundred dollars, 
as by thishill, or a thousand dollars as by 
th.e .national bill, is to put just that large a 
pr~mium upon dissipation, vice and crime. 
And that society can never afford. 

' The District bill, as. the national, has a 
proviso also, excepting from the ptovisions 
of this act, "persons whp conscientiously 
b~lieve ai),,Cl observe any·other day of the 
'~veek than' Sm~day as a day of rest." This, 
as said Mrs Catlin, Superintendent of 
Sabbath Observance Department of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union 

· for the District of Columbia, is directed 
: at those who keep the seventh day as the 
. Sabbath, and for the purpose of "taking 
the wind out of their sails" and thus stop
ping their opposition to .Sunday laws. 
But the' opposition. of the seventh-day 
people as we understand it; is not because 
these are Sunday laws particularly, but 
because it is religious legislation of itself, 
whether it be in favor of Sunday or any 

would be just as inuch opposed to such 
legislation in favor of Saturday as they 
are. to this. They ac.t wholly upon the . 
principle of the thing and not from policy 
at all. It, therefore, remains to be seen 
whether the wind can be taken out of their 
sails by any such device. 

do close? And the ,same with all other 
branches of business. 

Again, according to the best medical 
authorities, smoking is a very injurious 
habit. Nicotine, the poisbn of tobacco, is 
one of the most deadly poisbns known; and 
many deaths rE!sult E!very year from its 

This District bill is of more importance 
to the people at large tlian many are wpt 
to think. Because, if Congress can legis
late upon this subject for thl:l . District 
of Coht111bia, it can legishtte upon i·,ne 
same subjflct to the :full extent of i•:./" 
national jurisdietion. If Congrl;lss c; .n 

legislate upon the subject at. all, it· 
can do · so to the full· extent of tLG 
m'l<tional power. Th~refore, if the peop~e 
at large sit quietly and let the matter be 
passed· without protest for the District o£ 
Columbia, they cannot protest when the 
same power is carried beyond the District 
of Columbia. The whole Nation is inter
ested in this just as much as though it was 
a n'ittional bill direct. Let the whole 
Nation speak here! Let it speak promptly 
and decidedly, against any legislation by 
Congress touching matters pertaip.ing to 
anothel~ world, to things spiritual or holy, 
to the soul, to another life or anything 
pertaining to. religion. Let the Constitu· 
tion be respected both in the District of 
Columbia and in all the Nation in its 
declaration that "Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religiop. 
or prohibitha.g the free exercise thereof." 
And let .all the people say, Amen. 

A. T. J. ... 
For the Publlp He~lth. 

-~· ... 
THE organ of the American Sabbath · 

Union tells of a cigar dealer in Philad_eil·,~ 
phia who is in favor of Sunday closing of 
cigar stands, and attributes to him this 
language:-
.. To work every day is. an overtax on nature, which 
is sure to be followed by bad health, disease, and 
incapacity for any work at all. There is no neces· 
sity for the cigar stores keeping open on Sunday. 
Cigars arc not a necessity, and hence come under 
the provisions of the law of 1794. I do not think 
the general closing of the stores on Sunday would 
effect the sale of cigars or 'diminish the receipts. 
The cigars which are now sold on Sunday would 
then be· sold on Saturday or Monday. The plan if 
adppted would result to the mutual benefit of em· 
ployee and employer alike. . I do not take the stand 
from a religious standpomt, ·but with a desire to 
improve the general health of those who now work 
every day. 

There are two or three points in this 
worthy of notiee. First, there is the as· 
sumption that to work every day is to 
overtax nature. This m~y be true to some 
extent, but must the law interpose to pre
vent everybody from thus overtaxing nat
ure? And if so, why confine this govei'n
mental interposition for the good of the 
people to any one Clay of the week? If to 
work more than eight or ten hours per day is 
to overtax nature, why should not the State 
require all cigar stands to close at 6 P. M. 

·baleful E!ffE!cts. There is absolutely no 
necessity for smoking i thereftJre, the St.ate 
should forbid it on sanitary grounds, 
Would the Pennsylvania cigar dE!aler .ad• 
mit this? Certainly not, for it would ruin 
his business which he thinks would not be 
effected by Sunday closing. It seems 
highly probable that this philanthropio 
dealer in a deadly narcotic is not altogether 
uninfluenced in his desire for Sunday (J}Os• 
ing of cigar stands by the fact that if no• 
body sold cigars on Sunday it would de• 
crease the amount which he pays for cl€Jrk 
hire without making a, corresponding tEl~ 
dudion in his profits. The idea of a cigai' 
dealer being so much concetned about the 
public health is too utterly absurd to be 
amusing. C. P. BOLLMAN. 

--~ ......... ·-~=~ 
Rome and Liberty. 

THIS article which we clip from Present 
Truth, a religious paper published in 
London, shows that· even in England. the 
contest now being waged in this country 
between the principles of Protestantism 
and the principles of the Papacy, is being 
watched with no little interest. The fact 
is also recognized that the principles of 
the so-called National Reform Association 
are the principles of Rome. Present Truth 
says:-

In an Encyclical published a few years 
ago, the Pope said, "All Catholicsshould 
do all in their power to cause the Constitu· 
tions of States, and legislation, to be 
modeled on the principles of the tTue 
church. All Catholic writers and journal· 
ists should never lose, for an instant, from 
view the above prescriptions." It has 
been urged officially that this should be 
specially kept in mind in England and the 
United States. The activity of Catholics, 
as Romanists, in the field of politics and 

'journalism in England, is a con~s· nt re-
minder that the adv~ce is being ~.cte up?n. 

· other day. As we understand. it, the 
' Ohx\istiaUS' who keep the seventh day · instead of at the lilte hour at which they 

The recent Catholic Congress 1n merwa 
has drawn attention again to the ork of 
Rome inthe United States. A sus icious 
feature of the conference was the r pea.ted 
and vociferous protestation of loy It:;:· to 
free institutions. Those who are 1 y2l at 
heart are content to let their liv s :1nd 
work show it, and do not find it ne essary 
to multiply honeyed words. It as not 
many years ago that a papal en yclical 
anathematized "those who asse t the 
liberty of conscience and of r ligious 
worship." Speaking of the pres nt po
sition of the controversy in A rica
and we can see there more fully dev loped, 
;perhaps, the forces which are at / ork in 



this country-- the.· Ohrist·ian Common
wealth says:-
; Frdm acr~ss the Atlantic come many ominous 
warnings of a great strug·gle soon to come. The 
great. Republic is awaking to the.prospect of a battle 
which can in no way be decided, for it is simply a 
fact of inevitable destiny that the people of Amer
ica must pass through a conflict with Rome. Rome! 
Name of unspeakable portent! · The very word calls 
up a whole panorama of lurid apocalyptic visions. 
For ages the wave of human energy has rolled 
westward. And in our day the battle-field where 
the crowning struggle of liberty iG to be fought 
seems likely to be found in theW estern Hemisphere'. 

But the. Commonwealth draws inspira
tion from a recently published.work show
ing the ''increase of Protestantism and the 
decline of Popery." It says:-

Th~·Protestant peoples are rapidly tE)nding to out
nu:t;nber the Romish, and this. J;!ingle f:wt entirely 
settles the future outlook. As to America, when 
the Puritan element there is r~ally roused the am
bitious and dogmatic Romanisin which is seel,dng to · 
seat itself in a dominant attitude O"Ver· the grand new 
prerogative of nations-liberty for·ftll consci"j1J.!3es
will quickly be convinced }hat it i~ in the minority 
and must never hope to emerge from such a posi
tion. ' 

This faith as to the increase of Prot
estantism; is based o:ri figures showing the 
in(lrease of nominally Protestant people. 
But we do not forget the words of an em
inent European who said, "Protestants 
there are, but Protestantism is de:id;" 
nor the words of the late Dr. Prochnow, 
"The land of Luther needs again .the 
spirit of Luther;" nor the very recent 
reml:)orks of Mr. J. A. Froude, "That 
:p1agnificent intellectual Protestantism is 
forever dead. The spirit that inspired 
Crom.well and William of· Orange, · oh! 
that spirit has altogether died out." Were 
this not the truth, the children of the 
.Reformation would do the works of the 
Reformation. 

l~ven the "Puritan element" which ,is 
expected to becomo roused in Am!.lriqa, has 
been fawning upon l~omanism and begging 
its co-operation 'in 2. powerful movement 
which is designed to amend a Constitution. 
now guaranteeing freedom of <oonsciem:e 
to all, so that it shall be what is called. a 
"Christian Constitution," which "would 
disfranchise every logically ponsistei;J,t in
fidel;" along. with whom, it is deol~red, 
the Christian observers of the seventh-day 
Sabbath, a;nd the Jews would hav(jl; to be 
placed. To effect this revolution, th!3 aid 
of the Romanists is necessary, and some. 
time ago 11:rr article in the organ of this 
"reforming'; movement, the Christian 
Statesman said, that although they might 
EJ;jtpect some. rebuffs at first, the time had 
come "to make repeated advances, and 
gladly to accept co-operation in any form; 
in which' they may be williug to exhibit 
it." The same programme anticipates the 
introduction· of religious instruction into 
the public schools. The late Catholic Con· 
gress, as . might be expected, has decla:red. 

· in favor of both national religious legisla
tion and . religious instruction .in the 

. ·,iQjp,g<;>4!. Of CO\lfse the reli~i<m Ro!ne w~U 

favor, is what she calls the "truereligiolJ.." rily mean, as. those. who use it would fain 
And when the tiger is unchained by the .have us believe, 'ungodly.' The school 
.removal of those . Constitutional barriers may not be religious in any formal sense, 
which have placed matters religious where and yet it need not be, and it is not 
the religion of Christ places. them, outside 'irreligious.' . A 1iterary society does not 
the jurisdiction of civil. government, it }<;>rmally recognize God and the Bible; but 
will need no prophet to foresee the result. it is not an ungodly or an irreligious organ
We win let the Christian Commonwealth ization. It has its own peculiar purpose 
state it:- and.aim,. Its purpose does not happen to 

The 8;QOQ,OOO of Papists in the United States ltre . ·. ~:p.clude anything of a religious nature, but 
being drill!'ld day and n~ght to demand supremacy to stigmatize it for this reason as irrelig
over the civH powt!rin the all-impor:J;ant depart~ent ious and ungodly, would be the last logic 
·of public education. Should the people of theU nited of fanaticism. 
States yield the control of the schools to the Romish 
hierarchy, the death-knell of popular liberty would '.'Then let the Church think well of her 
be rung. instrumentalities, her wealth, her power, 

Religion and the Public Schools. 

THE renewal -of the Biair :Educatjonal 
Amendment Resolution, and Sunday-Rest 
Bil.l before. the Fifty-first Congret;s is caus
ing many thoughtful men to reflect se
riously as to the proper relation of the 
Church an.d the State, and religion a:nd 
the public ,schoDls. · 

The .fpll<;>wipg extract from a sermon 
preached i~ Minneapolis, I;>eqember 22, .by 
Rev . .1\1.. D. Sh~tter, and published in the 
Minn~apQlis T,imes, December 23, is .. very 
muoh to the point, and is worthy of .a pe· 

· rusg,L . Mr. Sh:ptte:J; said :- . 
"I take my stand upon the principle 

that the State has no right to teach in its 
public schoolfi, or anywhere ·else,, the 
Qhr~stia11 r!3l,~gj~:m, or any other, ~ccor~ing 
to any rp_an's interpretation.: . T4e '$tate 
h11s absolutely no authority in religion. 
It can do nothing more than protect the 
worshiper Jn his religious rights. It pro
tects him<i-~ I!, citizen and not as a Chris
tian, a Jew~ o:r: a Jfio.li~mm.edtljn. It h~s no 

. r,ight to favor or advance , his views by 
legislation, or .appropriations. It, has no 
more right to authorize . a teacher .in ,its 
schools to give religious instruction than 
it has to send missionaries to the'he~lhen. 
The State has no more right to dppropri
:li~te a dollar to religious. institutions than 
it has to compel a inan to attend church. 
The State' is shnplyand solely secular. It 
is organized to help men to secure their 
natural and advance their .t.emporal inter
ests. It is as distinctly secular as a rail
road corporation, a -banking .institution, 
or an insul'aliOe ·co'mpany; ltS sphere is 
cop.fi:q.ed to this world. With the soul's 
hereafter it has no cono.ern. 

"Are we not a 'Christian nation?' Only 
in the sense that Christianity .is the relig· 
ion a.dopted by the majority of our citi~ens 
for their own pe:J::Sonal guid11nce and com· 
fort; in no qther sense. 'Christian na· 
tion' has a. pious &ound, and the man who 
uses it commonly thinks he .has rolled art 
unmovable ·stone upon the .. sypulcher of 
the secular State, 

"When we admit the doctrine of a sec• 
ular State, the doot:dn,e unon' which this 
N atiort was founded, the do.otriue of a sec· 
ular. school follows. Let. u~ .understand 
that ~:Q.(;l WQrd '&'odl(;lss' dpe~ ;not nect).s~a-

her influence. Let her quit complaining 
and go to work. Let her not seek .to force 
the State to do for her that which lies in 
her own special province. The more the 
Church relies on the arm of secular power 
£or .the prorrrotion of her interests, the 
more she confesses her weakness. It is ~ 
sign of degeneracy: and. not of strength. 
When the arm of temporal power becomes 
in .. any sense.o;r in any degree a substitute 
fod.he spfrit of the truth, the blight of 

.. death is upon the Church." 
. . Our Nation, built upon the platform· of 
.a total separation betweE?n the Church and 
the State, has enjoyed unparalleled pros
:peri~y in, both for more than a century. 
Let the separation .continue, and she. may 
hope .for. continued progress; but let the 
State be called to support the .Church by 
civil enactments and the Church will lose 
her power, and the State will stain her 
judicial ermine. Let every American citi
zen reag the history of the. results of such 
a U.:J;lipn . in the fourth century and take 

. warning. R. 0,-, PORTER. 
' "J 

·A Correspondent who Sees the Danger. 

E:Diio:R AMERICAN SENTINEL: I '±nust 
h;:i.ve been very slow to appreciate the\vork 
of the SENTINEL though I have seen it oc
casionally since its start. It seemed to me 
that its uWminces might apply to some 
branches of the Church, but that my ·own 
particular church and pastor were impli
cated in a wrong movement I was slow to 
believe. There 'must be thousands of can· 
did men in our . cuuntry who, through a 
settled' faith i~'. the' integrity of their 
church, ar~, like I have been, slow to 
realize that the o'riginalmethod of preach· 
ing the 'g?spel is being departed from. · 

ferha,ps some of the ministers in the de· 
parture do not reali2le the sin of partner· 
ship in. ~uch busi~ess. The Word tells us 
that. the .heart' of tnan is deceitful above 

. all thi:qgs and. desperately wicked to the 
extent that no one can fully know it; and. 
if thisis the~case we need not be surprised. 
at almostany, yes, 'any, depth of iniquity 
in, anyone to whom the above scripture 
wjll apply. History shows that the most 
gigantic systems of oppression and. wro':rig 
through whi(}h "man's inhumanity to man 
hf!.S lllade countless thousands mourA'' 

' . ' . ' 



T:H~ AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

have been systems of religion which the 
terribly deceitful heart of. man had per-. 
verted. to destroy instead of to bless man
kind. They have all, however, claimed to 
bless at the .time their destroying influence 
was in operation. To do' less would be to 
admit theirown insincerity. 

I am sorry to state that I have noticed 
my own dear minister of late getting a 
certain strange e.xcited spirit in talking of 
the victories of the Church~ I can compare 

to observe if circumstances were the re
verse. All civil Sunday laws, or Sabbath 
laws, are wicked and wicked only.-Sigrns 
of the Times. 

That "Bitter Cry." 

FROM the Pearl of Days, the official 
organ of the American Sabbath Union, of 

I J anu:ary 3, we clip the following:-

pedients in human effort, and it would be 
strange if in a union of Church and State 
here, the old beaten track should be. fol
lowed. Tl1e accumulated wisdom of cent· 
uries will o~viously be brought into use 
in accom.plishi:ng it. Jlere is, I think, the 
danger of some, with~ their eyes on what 
has been the form of ~nion of Church and 
State, they may let the real iniquitous 
substance of that very thing pass the bar 
of their judgment unchallenged, because in 
another form. Why should we not expect 
unparalleled acuteness and subtilty in this 
movement? But is not the question with 
all men. who feel that they must judge 
rightly,. Will an ingenious plan lessen; in 
any degree the guilt ? 

W. S. RITCHIE. 

Reasons against Sunday Laws. 

IF Sunday were a divine institution, 
that is, if its observartce were a duty which 
man owed to God, there are two reasons 
against compelling observance by. civil 
law: 1.. It is. an insult to God. It says 
virtually.that the Lord;s way is not ~m:ffi-

it to nothing more like than to a man 
intoxicated with wine who seems to be 
strangely hopeful and . exhilarated, while 
the grounds for his expectancy are nbt ap
parent to the sober observers not under the 
influence of his drink. · By the connections 
with his remarks upon the coming con
quests of the Church it is. shown ;that , 
he has imbibed the wine of National 
.Reform. H~ no longer seeks to win. men 
by telling what ought to be the welcorp.e 
news of salvation, btit is apparently infat
uated with quicker and more wholesale 
methods which seem to lead a shorter path 
to glory than the old way of our fathers. 
All the victories for the Church I see re
cordetl come through faith alone, I see no 
plan to redeem man from the world of sin 
except that he shall believe the word of God. 

. ci(mt to meet the requirements of the case, 
:without man's interference. .God requires 
·heart work, free se~vice, freely given, with 

. Is. it possible that in this land where 
Bibles are as plenty as bread t;hat people 
do not have an opportunity to believe? 
Even without t~e Bibles there: are enough 
·professed Christians in. our land to ac-

! Some years ago " The Bitter Cry of London " rang 
1•· through the civilized world, revealing the terrible 

·conaition of the neglected, suffering and wretched 
ma,sses of the world's metropolis. Its echoes have 
gone out• from our American cities. And now 
another '' bittl'Jr cry " comes up from the millions of 
wage workers and their families appealing to gov· 
ernments, to corporations, to employers, to ministers 
. of religion, to friends ·of the toilers, and to that 
mightiest of forces in a republic, public opinion, for 

. relief from the grinding oppression of Sunday work, 
to which they are chained by remorseless competi· 
tion, by the demand for profits and div~dends, by 
disregard fer tlitJ rights of citizens and their families 
to the weekly test day; by open defiance and non· 
execution of the laws which are designed for the 
protection of the people against forbidden and need· 
less Sunday work, and by the prevailing public in· 
difference to the imperiled health, morals and wel· 
fare of the laboring classes, These statements can 
be readily verified by a great multitude and variety 
of facts and by personal and official testimonies that 
cannot be seriously disputed. They come from the 

,

1

. railway~, ihe P?blic works, t. he local and general 
Government services, such as the Post Office Depart· 
ment, from the summer resorts, the Sunday excur· 
sion lines on land and water, from theaters and 
barber 6hops, from factories and markets and shops, 
and even frm;n the saloons, whose employees and vic
tims know no Sabbath rest. 

_quaint the. remainder of ~h~ population 
· with the pri~cipl«?s of Christianity in_a few 
days if necessary; a:p.dso give all a chance 
to·believe.· I know of no other commission 

· ev~r given to the ambassadors of Christ 
l:)Jit tlu1tthey sh()~ldgive p€loPle a chance 

·• io believe. I am' struck dumb with amaze· 
. · ment ·.that his professed ambassadors 
should go beyond their Lord'-s commission 
and do that which only faithless, disbeliev
ing servants would dare do, viz. : devise 
from their own selfish heart$, plans for 
.:the_ s~lvation of· man and victories for the 
. ch~~ch. Stich a course can ~nly in the e~d 
provoke the wrath of the long-suffering 
Master and cause him to b'ririg it down on 
his guilty shepherds: 
'·:aow much' better it would qe to wait 

. patiently, entreating and beseeching .all 
men meanwhile "for Christ's ·sake to be 
~econ:ciled to God" as did· the; faithful 

. apostle .Paul. Victory for the Church will 

. come when .those wl;lO, as individuals make 
up the Church, get the victory over their 
sinful, unbelieving hea:rts.. How strange, 
beyond W():t~s to . exp~e'Bs, it is, that any 

,reader of the Scriptures .should ever think 
of.it com.ip.g in any other way. • 
; ·. From the above quotation about the' 
:hu:man h~~rt, we need not be surprised at, 
!'ti; new method of uniting Church and State. 
'-:t~r;be themselves deceived 'as WE)ll as.,to 
~tJ,~eEii;ve: others, it would .be necessary for 
some more elaborate and aouteplan than 
'h!ls. ~eretofore been. practiced. ··.America 
'is a land '<:'W'Wonderful inventions and. ex·: . ' :- • .. · . ,~,\. 

the source of all good motives, . a pure 
heart, behi~d the deeds. Anything less 
than' this is not acceptable to him, and law 
.and penalties can never compel love~ .. 

. · · . 2. It is oppressive to those who may not 
· agree with the law makers. The yiolator This seems to be from .the author of 
. of a Sunday law may be just as conscien- "Rhetoric made Racy" but it might ap-
tious, and just as· good a. husband, father, propriately be named rhetoric made ridic

,.neighbor, friend, or citi?<en, in every re- ulous. The idea that anybody is chained 
sped, as the makers of a S'\lnday law, •. by ·:r:,emorseless competition or anything. 

-except in respect of the law under cons.id- else. to the grinding <;>ppression of Sunday 
' eration, ,and .in this .respect the differe,n,ce work is. nothing short of the ridiculous . 

between them is .drawn by those who,,being ,This would be bad enough in itself, but 
in the· majority, are able,· by the brute when the thing is carried so far as. to. pict-

.. maxim, ''Might makes right,": to lord ure. a bitter cry coming. up from the 
it over those who are in the ,minorlty, saloons for relief from the grinding op· 
and, hence, politically. weake,r .. , They pression of Sunday work to which. they 
reapy put themselves in the place of God are chained by remorseless competition, it 
by dictating,to men religious duty. They surpasses the ridiculous and becomes ab-

. show the most overweening selfishness in surd, . 
. saying to others, You llmst do thus and so, More than this, the grounds upon Which 
because we wish you to do it. And unre- . is based the plea of the American Sabbath 
strained selfishness in political matters ,Union for the Sunday laws which. it de
~lways me@lns tyranny. In the first case mands, is, that the toiling masses may have 
it is putting man in the place of God, arro· opportunity to recuperate their wasted 

·.gating to him responsibiliti('ls and powers energies in order that they may .have 
belonging only to God: ,and in the second. better health, may live longer, \';lind do 

·place it is trEtnl'lgressing the golden rule, better work. .Then when the Sabbath 
... Whatsoever ye would that men should Union pretends to bring up a bitter cry 
do to you, do ye even .so to them." No from saloon-keepers and bar-tenders for 
Christian would have an infidel compel Sabbath rest, by tliat it argues that the 
him to be an infidel;. why do professed-· saloon and its managers are entitled to the 
Christians seek to compel the infidel to ob- day of i'(:)st in order that they may recuper• 
serve a religious institution repugnant to ate their wasted energies and be better 

1 

his consci.ence? qualified to enter Monday morning Jlpon 
'If Sunday is hot a divine requirement,, their work of destruction; and that they 

~t is equally wicked to enforce it. Man has are so much entitled to this that the State 
no right uiiCier,.the se~cond reason given: shall step in and guarantE!e it. to the:rn, by 
above to compeL~1s,brother to observe any' law. 
religious institutio:tl. :Which. he wol!.ld. ~wt. Than the argulnent contained 
p~ willh~~ .. hi~ br.9~~~~:~ll9~~Gl .9.9Wp~t_hi~; ; plen: of .the .. A~~dc~J,n. S~bbath 

in thie 
Ut:io:u., 



. 'there i).ever has been, and there :iiE'rver can .•.. whether a m'aj?rity of the peopiebe Oath- servation,. we. had not supposed that Mr. 
· be, presented, a stron'ger justification :of ·'olio or Protestant or Israelite or Agnostic, · · Crafts \vas so easily- embarrassed as this. 
the saloon and its work. · Because·if the · the1 teachers of religion, as such, have no would imply; because t() most people it cer
saloon is worthy of having a day 6f rest right to 'interfere in any way in the elec- · tainly is n61/ a "very embarrassing''- thing 
assured to it to rec'Llperate its wasted ener- · tions; for to do so 'is to destroy the funda- · to find a: hotel in ariy town in this country 
gies better to prepare it ·for the business I. mental idea of popular government.--Ban ' where there is a h:otel;. except, of course, 

. of .the week that is to follow--.::so worthy, FrC!!ncis:co Chronicle. as in such a case as this, where a man 
indeed, that the.Govermnent muststep in ·doesn't want to paj his own expenses and 
and guaral}tee. this by law- then the That Sunday-law Tour. wants everything cash down "on ·the 
saloon business is. a worthy 'work .. And spot;" As further particulars are learned 

· those who plel3td for the s~;bbath rest f,or LAST week we had space merely to no- · of the proposed tour we shall announce 
tha saloon~keeper, while he still pursues tice ·the fact that Mr. Crafts df the Amer- them. A. T. J. 

Rome Takes a New Departure. 
his traffic, thereby justify the saloon ican Sabbath Union, intends to make ~n- · 
traffic as a worthy business, equa,lly' with · other tour across the continent and back 
all other busin. ess_in the pursu .. i.t o. f which · in the interests of a national Sunday la~. 

H THE Jesuit leaders, in their recent It is proper for a man to keep up his (mer- e announced that those who desire aP,-
gies to the best state, in order thttth!;l may dresses from him "should send early in- . Baltimore Congress,. decided that the 

•t t' · . Romanists of America are not yet numer-•· do-at all times his very best. VI It Ions, statmg what months and what 
d f ous enough to risk an immediate conflict 

TheAmerican•Sabbath Unioriitherefo!·ell ays o the week are first, second, and 
· · th' d h · here with heretics, and the rising tide of a 

·justifies the saloon traffic· as . a. w~rthy,1 1~ · c. oice .. When lectures can be put · ·· · · t d patriotic revival must be check~d at Ol).ce 
.. bu_·sl.·ness ori ·an day .. s _,e,xcept_· .su·nd.a.:v.·,.; it~ a ates that will chime with other dates 

.r. · < by conciliatory measures. • 
justifies it as a .business which is worthy hi the· same region," the terms are : '' A . · Protestant churches, political leaders, 
the support of the State in keeping up its guarantee of at least $15 for a week-night and even the great masses of citizens in 
(;Jpergies to the best state in order ·that it or afternoon; $20 for a convention, at- the United States and Canada were becom
:may doits very best in the work to which · ternoon and evening; and $30 for a Sun- ing thoroughly alarmed atthe overbearing 

· it is devoted. day." "Local entertainment to be pro- attitude of the hierarchy of Rome, for 
Oh, yes~ by all means, let this ''bitter cry" · vided" in every case. Three services may · ulterior and Satanic purposes; .she now 

b h ld puts herself on best behavior. No class in 
of the saloon-keepers and the bar-tenders, e e on Sunday for the thirty dollars; our country will hereafter claim such 
and all their worthy associates in dealing but it is thirty dollars whether there be exalted position because of its devotion to 
out hell to deluded sotils-Iet their "bi.tter one service or'three. temperance, patriotism, benevolence, lib-

. cry" for Sabbath rest. be. lieard by ,the Where there are three meetings on Sun- · erality, fraternity, and charity, as Rome. 
Government,. and answered by a law. which ··day; no engagement will be made for This part must be played out to the end, 
shall assure them forever m:ie day in seven Sunday morning "where the church will · even if some genuine patriots detect the 

· h · · cqunterfeit , imposition and co:t;ttinue to . 
to recuperate their wasted energies so that not mt er appropriate $10 or more" "or prqtest. How wisely this feature :P,as been 
they may enter with renewed vigor_ each give the collection." · Sunday afternoon outlined by the following utterance of tho 
weekupol1'theirwortf1yworkl . meeting is expected to be "in.somehall, RomanCongressinthesewords: "We·aro 

A. '1'. J. 'opera· house, or pavilion, and whatever is in favor of Catholics taking greater part 
· ·~--.. · taken in the collection beyond expens~;Js than they have hitherto taken in general 

Church and $ta.te~ . , of rent and advertising, is to go to th.e philanthropic and reformaj;orymQv'?ments. 
There a,re many Christian issues jn which 

I!'HE Bishop of Marseilles, in France, h~· :cause. Sunday evening meeting is ex- Catholics could come together with non-
1 seen fit to issue to the clergy of his di6cese pected to be a union of," at least sevetal Catholics, and shape civil legislation for 
. a circular telling them that while tho"elec· el'iurches,-" and the entir.e collection is 'to the public weal. In SJ?ite of rebuff and 
. tion of deputies is· a political mattel''it-is a be devoted "to the work."" injustice, and overlookmg jealousy, .we 

.. sin to vote ilL. Following this the Minister . . It is to be ~<understood that those send- should seek alliance with non,~Catholics 
. for p~oper Sunday observance," et,c. 

·of Public Worship issued a circular calling·· ing invitations" for' Sunday speeches do ... What is the En~lish of this? The .lion 
the~attention of the French bishops to the "guarantee $30 as a minimum;" and has been abused by the lamb for a long 

·.law, and pointed: out· to them that priests · whatever is raised more than thirty dol- time. The lion is now willing to become 
·are f6rbidden to interfere with political lars, goes to him anyhow, which, he says, magnanimous, and will forgive the spites 
matters or to exercise pressure upon the . is "for Sabbath-reform literature" which ·and rebuffs received from the lamb..,...,for 

• h k T · " the present. consCiences oft eir floc s. 9 the people 1s. · unspeakably needed hi large quanti- Rome is. now to head the forces of ·re-
of the United States; born and educated ties·· to checkmate the literature against formation as against the licentious Mar
under a representative form· of go:rern- the A:rnerican Sabbath which is being cir- mon priesthood. She now poses as the 

· ment; the· whole questi6n of Church and culated vastly' more than our own in all party bf reform1 The Protestants of 
, 'State seems l1 very simple one. The inborn parts, of the land." Whenever the ccill~c- America have never been able to adopt 
. ·and· ingrained sentiment of the American . tion f1tlls short of the full am. ount of th. e radical legislation that would !'lntirely re-

. move the Mormon cancer because of. Ro-
·peopl~is tliat elections are not matters of g1iarantee, it must be ·made up "on the man indifference to the 'Mormon evil. · 
ethics, but matters of politics, and that if spot." And, "the ·collection should be Henceforward legislation in this· direction 
any ieligio~s ·teacher, no matter what he taken· immediatelyafter the address in all bids fair to be thoroughly drastic in its 
'may be called, desires to take any part in cases, and at once counted, so that, if it is nature. 
, · · · In the. past Rome has favored the intro
)Mm it must be as a citizen, and in ·no insuffidein.t, the balance may he secured . duction o( the irreligious continental Sa b-
other capacity. The· priest of any religion ·before dismission." The gentleman does bath to take the place of the Christian 
has an undoubted l'ight to denounce a lrad i1ot propose to risk even a cent's worth, observance of that day. · 
marl who is a candidate for office, but that · for a 1ninute. Now, we may look for Congressional 
tight depends upon his being a good citi- The "entertainment" for the· toudst· action that: will force the people to keep 

. the.first day: holy (?).by law, with severest 
2('m, not upon his holding n religious office, must also "he engaged jn advance at a ho- penalties,just as Rome is now intriguing 
"and his right is not superior to that of any · · tel ·or· a home, and infonnatipn sent soine ·to secure the passage of a law in Japan 
otll:er good citizen;. . · days before arrival as it is not . always · that shall compel that whole peopJe.:-nien, 

France can never be genuinely republican · possib1e; 'Elven when b1terided; to meet the ·women, and children-to be baptized into 
until the divorce between Ohurch and' .spMker at the depot, and it is \1-ery em- thD~o~~ns!:i~~yo~~~~~y~f Ohurch .and 
State is made absolute;· No matter what , barrassilfg to drive about town in a hack, Sta.te in.· these Jesuit .. schemes ?-:-T~e 
may be the ·prevttilins sentiment· there, to re't- thi• information.'" From .our ob- e .J:me1·ican. ·" 
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RELIGI::se :::i:~:· are not CIVIl GOVERNMENT AND. RELIGI:ON DUPLI~:~:~ lNKS 
ordinarily proper subjects of po~ 
litical criticism and discussion, 

but .when embodied in bills and 

resolutions and introduced into. 

Congress they become political 

issues that must be met, dis

o~ssed and decided upon their po

litical· merits. 

Such measures as the "Sun

day Rest Bill," and ''Religious 

Amendment," introduced by Sen

ator Blair in the 50th Congress, 

• and recently re-introduced by him 

in the present session, drag these 

. religious . questions from the do-

main. of · theological discussion; 

; where. they belong,. and thrust 

: them int<;> the arena of politics, 

•. where' they must be subjected to 

the criticism, discussion and set

tlement •of political questions, 

The~e issues are forced upon the 

· people of the lT nited States by a 

. direct. attack upon. the tunda

. mental principles of free govern

. ment. Our Constitution recog

' nizes . the absolute equality of 

all ·its citizens; .. equality. not in 

; physical .· development, mental 

acumen, nor social standing, but 

dn thefr rights; ·Our Government. 

as thEl conservator of the rights 

of all its citiz.ens, guarantees to 

its humblest citizen, and to the 

weakest minority, all the rights 

· accorded ' to its most prominent 

. citizens .and largest majorities. 

No · partiality is admissible. 

Wealth, numbers; physical per

fection. and social prominence are 

alike .·denied· standing room upon 

the scales of justice, and absolute 

. ' eqmt}ity of rights is made the 

bed-~ock of all our free institu

tions,. 

In. recognition of the inherent 

and indefeasible right of ·every 

citizen to be protected in the in~ 

dependent exercise and free ex

pression of his religious con

victions, our Constitution wisely 

withhqlds from Congress the 

power to legislate· upon religious 

, subjeo~s, and only . r~strains. the 

liberty of the individua~ when he 

· seeks to invade the rights of: oth

ers. The success. of the Blair . 

measur.es involves the subversion 
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arg-q,esthat the Gove:r;nm~nt of the UrJited 
Stat.es is.a·missionary society~ 'The :Work 
.of Christi:inizing heathen ··lalnds'was-com~ 
mitted by Jesus Christ to his di~eiples and 
not to the Roman Empire; to his Church 
and ·not to the State; and nEwer since that · 
h.as he committed that. work, nor any part 
of it, to the State. , It is committed, and 
belongs, to the Church only. If the Church 
cannot do that work withOut the help Of 
the State, she cannot do it at alL There
fore the American Sabbath Union, in ask
ing for Sunday laws asks the~State to aid 
the Church. It asks for a union of Church 
and State in the work of "Christianizing" 
the people. Deny it as they may, the evil 
that is in this Sunday-law movement will 
crop out, unqonsciously though it be. Let 
everybody understand that the Govern
ment of the United States.is not a mission
ary society; but. that the Anie;ican Sab- . 
bath Union proposes to make it such a 

and says, "Every lawyer knows that it is 
r a much ·more difficult matter to convict for 

NEW YORK, JANUARY 23, 1890. 

NOTE.-Any one receiving the AMERIC,I.N SENTINEL witJ.totit 
having 'ordered it may know that .. it is sent to him lly some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able· rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by .special.arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will he asked to pay 
for it-simply because they take it from the post-office. 

. ----·-·· . ----------
----~----

THE American Sabbath Union officially 
. makes the following announcement of 

what it wants, and it is this:-
What we want in this matter of Sunday work is 

total abstinence. 

MR. ·CRAFTS reports that he , foun,d a 
conference of ministers in Ntilw ~ngland 
that declined to indorse the petition to 
Congress for a national Sunday law. 
Good! May such conferences increase in 
number daily. 

THE secretary of Publications and Leg
islation of the American Sabbath Union, 
has issued a circular in whieh he says: 
"Some churches have appropriated a 
hundred dollars for the prevention of 
heathenizing America by Sabbath re
form." Well, the AMERICAN SENTINEL 
appropriates more than twie't3 that amount 
every week, for the prevention of the 
heathenizing of America by such Sabbath 
reform as is represented ·by the American 
Sabbath Union. We know of one church 
that appropriates yet more· than this for 
the same purpose. And let th~ good work 
go on. 

--------~-------

A lady writus thus from Rockport, 
Atchison County, Mo. :-

thing. 

• 
THE American Secular . Union makes 

the follow~ng announcement:-
The American Secular Union, a voluntary associa .. 

tion having for its object the complete separation of 
Church and State, in practice as well as in profession, 
and in no way .com:rn:itted t::> any. system of religious 
belief or disbelief, acting herein by its President, 
Richard B. Westbrook, A.M., LL.D., as its special 
trustee and attorney-in-fact, .herepy offer a premium 
of one .thousand dollars ($1' 000), lawful money of the 
United States, forthe best essay, treatise, ot man~al 
adapted to aid and assist teachers in our free public 
scl!.ools. an4 in the Girard Qollege· for orphans, and 

· other public .and charitable institutions professing 
to be· 'unsecta:rian; to thoroughly instruct. children 
and youth in the purest prinCiples Of morality with
out inculcating religious doctrines. 

The p~pers should ~11. be subniitted by 
April 1, 1890, though J?Ore time will be 
granted if necessary, and the committee is 
now ready to receive manuscripts. Each 
manuscript is desired to be in typewriting, 
or, if written with the hand, must be very 
clearly written ... It should have a special 
mark or designation, while the real name 
and post-office ·address of the ·author 
should be sent separately, in a sealed en
velope bearing the same mark as the 
manuscript. Both manuscript· and·envel
ope to be addres~ed to .R. B. W liJstbrook, 
No. 1707 Oxford. St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
postage .or. express prepaid. 

r 

·EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINE;L : · One of 
your papers came to me a few days ago. 
I must say I like the spirit of freedom 
it breathes, for I see you not only wish to 
preserve the rights and liberties ·of the 
minority of Christians, but the free gov
ernment our fathers bequeathed to us 
baptized in their own blood. I should 
consider myself unworthy of a free gov
ernment or the right to worship Godac-.. 
cording to the dictates of conscience except 
I am willing to grant to all, ·both great · 
and s-ql.all, the right to worship how, 
where, and what they please. 

THE Ridgewood Amusement Company 
of Queen:s County, N .. Y., ~ease<'!. their 
grou'nds forplayingbase-ball and the'clu,bs 

. -------...•~---- . played on Sunc1ay .. The grand jury in-
THE American Sabbath Union says that dieted. the compap.y fm: 'maii+taining ,a 

its work for Sunday laws is "a real home nuisanc6 in allowing ·'Suhday.'base-ball. 
mjssionary cause" "of like "bnportance . .The company made no denial of letting 
with the Christianizing of ·heathen lands. n the grounds nor of Iettii1g: tl1em. for the. 
But the American Sabbath Union is ~t- purpose of playingbase:ball, nor:thatbase
tempting to do its work by legislation, , bEl>~l w:a;s, played ,thexe on :Sunday. The. 
especially national legislation, therefore · company'crenied that it '\vas a nuisance and 
the American Sabbath Union in asking. brought many .citizens and soir).e o:Gficials, , 
State support thereby asksthe State to take. all residents,, who testified that it was not 
part in a missionary enterprise and do a a nuisance ... Of course, the prosecution 
missionary work of like importance with failed to convict. The A.merican Sabbath 
tlw Ohl'istiani;;,ing of heathen lands, This Union,. is . ~O'psiderably annoyed at this1 

· maiiitaining a nuisance than it is to con
vict for Sabbath-breaking. The indict
ment should .have been for Sabbath-break
ing." But Sabbath.breaking is distinctly 
an offense against God. It is essentially a 
religious offense.and no man is responsible 
to any soul on this earth for Sabbath 
breaking; and whe11. the power of the 
State is employed to deal with the offense 
o~ Sabbath breaking that power is carried 
entirely beyond every limit that properly 
pertains to the jurisdiction of civil govern
ment. 

A coRRESPONDENT of the Cent1·aZ New 
Jersey Times says in a recent communica
tion to that paper:-:-

Rome does not know what liberty of soul, body 
or conscience is, and she never has since she claimed 
temporal power. Catholics,' however; have rights 
that should be respected, and it must be a source of 
regret that efforts, resolutions, and discussions, even 
of some religious bodies, have savored of compulsion 
and of legislation against Catholics. That is all 
wrong: If a Protestant majority can legislate 
against Catholics, a Catholic majority have just as 
good right to legislate against Protestants, and as a 
Baptist I want Catholics to have just the same 
rights and privileges as myself. 

Certainly Catholi~s have just the same 
rights that Protestants have, and those 
rights should be respected. And when 
Protestants forget this and seek to invade 
the rights of the Catholic minority they' 
cease to .be .Protestants, for not all Papists 
are ~n th,e Papal Church. The Protestant 
principle is that so far as his fellow-men 
are concerned every man shall be left per
fectly free in matters of religion, and only 
those who act upon this principle are en
titled to the .Protestant name. 

OPPOSITION without being able to show 
a reason for it is the position of the San 
Francisco Chronicle on the Australian 
ballot system. The truth is that the J esliit 
. organ ~s opposed to this method of voting 
because the Catholic Church is opposed to 
it. The system was designed for the pur
pose of·defeating the influence of the priest 
in politics. In Australia the Papal Church 
wielded such a powerful influence over 
voters on election day that the people were 
compelled in self-defense to devise a means 
that would defeat· the manipulations of 
the priests on election .day. What is 
known as the Australian system of voting 
was the ineans adopted, and it has served 
the purpose so well that in Australia the 
priest· no ·longer wields a power at the 
polls; The· Chronicle will not acknowledge 
why 'it opposes the system.-American 
,Standard. . 

----~--~~--~-

THE home address of Alonzo T. Jones 
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It seems that some effort waw made in 
the last Congress to have some action 
taken on the Sunday-Rest bill, and that 
even on Sunday. The secretary of Legis
lation of the American Sabbath Union in· 
complaining of "the God-defying, law
defying Sabbath desecration by Congress" 
on the Sunday before inauguration day,• 
says: "The Christian men of Congress 
did not, as on a former occasion, prevent 
a Sunday session by denying the right of 
Congress to require Sunday work of any 
of its members,. and retiring in a body, 
and so destroying the quorum. Instead 
of such a prote~t, there was only a shallow 
jest, called·up by a Sunday motion relating 
to the Sunday-Rest bill, that it was not 
proper to work on such legislation on the 
Sabbath." That was not a shallow jest. 
That was a very wise and a very pious 
observation. We suggest that that gentle
man be made chairman. of the committee 
that has charge of the Sunday-Rest bill. 

THE Chicago News of the 6th inst., has 
the foliowing item:-

Mr. Joseph W. Morton of Chicago takes issue 
with the statement of the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, of 
the American Sabbath Union, that the petition for 
certain Sabbath refornis which was presented to the 
last Congress was signed by more than ten million 
adults. "To contain ten million signatures," says 
Mr. Morton, "would require at least 166,667 sheets, 
making more than 347 reams, which, at the average 
rate of twelve and one-half pounds to the ream, 
would weigh more than two and one-sixth tons. 
The length of the petition would be a little more than 
sixty-three miles." Mr. Morton is very confident 
that no such petition was ever presented to Congress 
on any subject. 

Of course, :rio such petition was ever 
presented. The SENTINEL has repeatedly 
shown how the petitions referred to were 
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made to represent such a vast number of 
petitioners, and it is certain that there has 
never been in any country a greater abuse 
of the right of petition. Whole denomina
tions were counted on the strength of the 
vote of a few men not chosen for any such 
purpose; and even worse than that, the 
whole Roman Catholic Church was counted 
as petitioners, simply because C~rdinal 
Gibbons wrote a letter to Mr. Crafts, 
saying: ''I am happy to add my name." 
It is true that, owing to the strenuous 
efforts being put forth by the friends of 
Sunday legislation, there is a growing 
sentiment in favor of such laws, but it is 
not true that any such number as they 
claim have ever petitioned for a Su'nday 
law in any legitimate manner. 

No Morality Possible Without Religious 
Doctrine. 

LAST week we printed the offer of the 
American Secular Union of a $1,000 prize. 
for the best essay embodying "the purest 
principles of morality without inculcating 
religious doctrines." Personally, .we are 
considerably interested in this thing. Our 
interest, however, is one of curiosity rather 
than of practice; because such a manual 
as the Union desires, will be a curiosity in 
itself, if such a thing can be created at all; 
and it will also be a curiosity to see how 
it is done when it is done. 

The circular announcing the prize 
says:-

It is desired that the manual for which this pre
mium is offered shall not be a reading book for schools 
nor a mere code of morals, much less a system of 
ethical philosophy, but rather a concise yet com pre-· 
hensive and suggestive exhibit, with familiar and 
practical illustrations of those universal foundation 
pr).nciples and axiomatic truths which underlie all 
sound morality and rightfulness, thus developing 
and educating that inherent moral sense which is 
more or less common to all rational b~ings. in 
short, to show how to teach children the natural 
and essential difference between right and wrohg, 
and the reasons therefor. 

It is perfectly proper to teach children 
. ' as well as older people, the essential differ-

ence between right and wrong; and every 

-·-~----------

NUMBER 5. 

reasoning creature, not only desires, but 
absolutely demands to know the reasons 
therefor. But in moral things in incul-

• ' eating the principles of moral right Ol' 

wrong, it is impossible to give reasons for 
it without inculcating a religiouii. doc
trine. The reason for that which is right 
or wrong must be based upon authority, 
But to leave out of these reasons all idev 
of any authority, except the authority of 
man, is to have in fact no basis for moral
ity. The human consdence refuses k 
recognize the authority of man in the 
realm of morals. If it rests upon thu 
authority of man, one man has just a~· 

much authority as another. Each man':-: 
idea of that which is morally right is, tu 
him, more authoritative than any othe'· 
man's idea of right can be. · 

Therefore, to carry into effect the in.ten(: 
of this prize offer, there must be estab., 
lished an aristocracy of ideas in regard to 
what is morally right or wrong. Not on1.y 
that, this aristocracy of ideas might be 
established; those ideas might be embodied 
in a manual; but how shall the childre:c. 
and the people at large be caused to re, 
ceive them as authoritative? Every per
son will assert his right to reject the whole 
thing, reasons and all. If it be said that 
the State shall adopt this for the public 
schools, and enforce it, then there is at 
once established a despotism of ,ideas in 
morals, and freedom of thought is no more. 
It is impossible to escape this if once there 
is a step taken in that direction. But WL 

understand that the Secular Union recog· 
nizes the absolute equality of mankind, 
and the absolute freedom of thought, 
These being the principles of the Union, it 
never can set forth any system of morale 
with any authority at all, according to the 
plan suggested in this announcement. 

In the realm of morals, the mind and tht. 
consciencl? of man require reasons rest
ing upon authority, and that authority must 
be superior to man's. That authority is 
the authority of God; the consdence of 
man will recognize no other; and th;:; 
logic of the question will admit of no 
other. That authority is expressed either 



34 THE AMERICAN SEN'TINEL. 

by the Lo-rd, through his word, to the 
individual.conscience, or by man assuming 
the place of God and by despotic power 
forcing its dictates' upon men, crushing_ 
out individuality and freed:9m of thought. 

The authority of man in the place of 
God, is expressed in two ways and only 
two. One of these ways is exemplified in 
the Papacy and its history. With this, 
the American Secular Union is well ac
quainted, and justly abhors it. With the 
other form, -v-re are persuaded the Union is 
not so well acquainted, or it would never 
have made the offer it has on the basis 
upon which it has made it. According to 
the idea of the Union, and in fact accord
ing to the ntstract idea, somebody's view 
of what is dght or wrong must be taken 
as the authm·ity ; and as the Union requires 
that the ·reasons for right or wrong sha1l 
be kept strictly upon the basis of the 
natural wjthin the realm of the secular, in 
this case it mu~t be the. view of the 
majority. What the majority sh~ll say 
is right or wrong, that is right or wrong. 
But wh]Je it is only the views of men the 
mind ;;.;nd conscience of man will refuse to 
recei~re it as authoritative in the realm of 
morals. Therefore, as we have seen, if it 
is to 'be made effective, it must be so by 
the assertion of power, and in this case the 
power of the State, which, in the govern
ment of the people, is simply the power of 
the majority. But even though it be a 
majority, when it embodies the views of
the majority upon questions of right and 
wrong, and makes those views authorita
·i,ive, and compels everybody to accept 
those views, that is a despotism crushing 
out freedom of tiiought, no less than is the 
ether, though it be not under the name of 
Papacy. And no less than the other also, 
this is simply man putting himself and 
his authority in the place of God and his 
authority. This is paganism. 

The proposition of the American Secular 
Ynion, in this matter of its $1,000 prize, 
is the very philosophy of Roman paganism 
in particular. In the Roman system, the 
idea of the_ State, that is, of the majority, 
was the highest idea of the science of right 
and wrong. What "the Senate and peo
ple of Rome" said was_ right, that was 
right. What they said was wrong, that 
was wrong. The Senate and people ex
pressed their voice and their will, in this 
matter, in law, therefore, a maxim of the 
Roman law was. "What the law says i~ 
right." But the Roman State was the su
preme deity; and thus originated the 
maxim, "Vox populi vox Dei- the voice 
of the people is the voice of God." This 
is the philosophy of the circular of the 
American Secular Union calling for a 
manual of morals based upon the author
ity of man. It is true, tlie Union does 
not, in set terms, propose to make the 
State openly a deity. Nevertheless the 
result is the same, and by such a system, 
the majority is put in the place of God, 
and asserts the power and authority of 

God upon ,the mind and conscience of 
man. 

These are the two means by which mor
ality, and the reasons- and t1;te authority 
for it, are discovered and asserted by man. 
One is the Papacy, the other is paganism. 
Both.are false. The truth lies above them 
both in genuine Christianity. Real Chris
tianity takes the moral code as it came 
from the hand of God asserting the eternal 
principles of right and wrong, resting 
upon the authority· of God-Christianity 
takes these prinCiples and, depending alone 
upon the power and the gracious influences 
of the Spirit of God, it seeks by persuasive 
argument and sound reason to iinpress 
them upon the individual conscience, and 
enables men, through faith in Christ, to 
attain to the perfect manifestation of "the 
purest principles of morality." It is both 
logically and practically. impossible to 
inculcate the purest principles of morality 
without inculcating religious aoctrine, be
cause, as we have seen, in the realm of 
morals the mind and conscience of man un
compromisingly requires authority above 
the authority of man-that is, above the 
natural and the secular. But just as soon 
as we get abovoe the nat1;1-ral afl;d the sec
ular, we are at once in the realm of relig
ion, in the realm of the recognition of God, 
and that is religion. Thus it is demon
strated by the exparience of man, that, in 
the very nature of things, it is impossible 
to give instruction in the purest principles 
of morality without inculcating the purest 
religious doctrine, and that the religious 
doctrine of Christianity. Because in Jesus 
Christ God is revealed; and in the will of 
God there is announced, and in the faith 
of Jesus Chri~t there is secured the prac
tice of, the purest principles of morality 
that ever dan be known to the mind of 
man. 

The trouble is th,at the A1p-erican Sec
ular Union makes a mistake iu this and 
aims at too much. It requirets that which 
it is impossible to secure by the means 
which the Secular Union is disposed only 
to employ. The object of the Union, 
"the complete separation of Church and 
State in practice as well· as in profession," 
is a laudable object. It is worthy of the 
sympathy, the support, and the co-opera
tion of every Christian as well as every 
other man. In this, it has the hearty 
sympathy and co-operation of the AMER
ICAN SENTINEL. But in its effort to assure 
this, the Secular Union undertakes too 

. much. In its opposition to the encroach
ments of the ·religious upon the civil 
authority it allows the pendulum to swing
too far and would cause the civil authority 
to encroach upon the realm of the relig
ious. In its attempt to keep separate the 
spiritual and the secular powers, the Sec~ 
ular Union attempts to do, by the secular 
power that which can be done only by the 
spiritual. It attempts to do by the civil 
power that which can be done only by the 

i religious power. It attempts to inculcate 

and secure the 'practice of the purest prin
ciples of morality without inculcating 
religious doctrine, while it is absolutely 
impossible to instruct in the principles of 
morality, whether pure or· impure, without 
inculcating religious doctrine; and while 
it is absolutely impossible to separate mor
ality from religion. 

We say it kindly: Let the Secular 
Union revise its position. Let it draw its 
lines more clearly. Let its object be in
deed a complete separation of Church and 
State in practice as well as in profession. 
Let it confine itself to the secular, to the 
maintenance of which it is pledged and 
for which it in fact e~ists. And while 
doing this, let it leave to the Church 
matters pertaining to things spiritual. 
While opposing the encroachment of the 
Church upon the power of the State, let 
the Secular Union see to it that, so far as 
in it lies, the power of the State shall be 
kept within its proper jurisdiction, and 
that it shall not invade the· realm of the 
Church. Let the Union see to it that the 
State shall have to do only with things 
civil, while it leaves to the individual 
conscience that which pertains to religion 
and morality. 

Let the Secu~ar Union draw its lines 
here and it will be relieved of the heavy 
burden of trying to do that which it is im
possible to do with the means which the 

. Union would only employ. It will also 
thus be .relieved of th.e inconsistency of 
contradicting itself by even unintentionally 
attempting to do the very thing which it 

"exists for the sole purpose of preventing. 
What the American Secular Union 

wants in the prize manual for which it has 
advertised, is a manual clearly defining 
the principles in which the State may give 
instruction without trenching upon the 
domain of· the religious:. the principles 
which the State may inculcate within the 
proper limits of the civil jurisdiction. 
And, in fact, we are inclined to believe 
that this is what the Union intended to 
secure; but the Union makes the unfort
unate mistake of confounding morality 
with civility, and ·asking for a manual 
upon the purest principles of morality 
without inculcating religious doctrine 
while it means only civility. The StatQ is 
secular and exists in the realm of the nat
ural and has only to do with that ~hich is 
civil. It can never have anything to do 
with that which is spiritual, moral, or 

· religious. The Secular Union and its 
work belong in the realm of the State and 
cannot, under its title, have anything to do 
with things spiritual, moral, or religious. 
Let· the Secular Union confine itself within 

. the limits of its proper jurisdiction and it 
will do well. 

We have now favored the Union with 
printing its announcement, and with our 
comments upon it, and we sincerely hope 
that the Union will fav~r us with the 
earliest copy of the prize manual that it 
can possibly send to our table. A. T. J. 
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Taxing Church Property. 

WHEi'l'HER ·we like it or not, the drift of 
political sentiment is everywhere in the 
direction of taxing church property the 
same as ari.y other. 

This was expressed in the constitutional 
convention in Washington Territory by 
the adoption of a clause forbidding there
lease of any kind of property from its pro
portionate share of the public burdens. 
The object of this was the taxation of 
churches, private schools, and charitable 
institutions. 

California has had a similar provis
ion for several years in its Constitution. 
Though at first opposed by a large minor
ity, it· has grown in popularity" until it is 
now accepted as a matter of course even 
by the most thorough-going churchmen. 
Some of them express the belief that the 
poo~er churches should be exempt, but 
this simply corresponds to the opinion 
held by many political thinkers (among 
them ex-Secretary McCulloch) that all 
smaU property holdings should be ex
empt. So far as the costly city churches 
are concerned, the sentiment favoring 
their taxation is almost unanimous. 

In . the Eastern States ihe sentiment 
against exemption is also growing, though 
in a: less mar ked degree. It is in the main 
confined to political students, and to the 
more strenous supporters of the publio 
school system who oppose the education 
of a part of the children in parochial. 
schools. Not until all church property is 
taxed, they maintain, can we Jflake sure 
that all our children shall have a common 
education in the principles of American 
citizenship and be united in sentiment 
and sympathies. 

Curiously enough, England has taken 
an important step in the same direction. 
Only a short time since a considerable 
sum was bequeathed to a foreign mission
ary society, and the executors under the 
will claimed that it should be exempt from 
the tax upon bequests. Lord Chief Jus
tice Co/.eridge decided that the probable 
excellence of the charity in no way 
lessened the claims of the State. ·The 
amount of the tax on the bequest was the 
State's money and not the testator's. To 
remit it was to increase by just so much 
the burden upon the remaining taxpayers. 
Such an increase of the public burdens 
could not take place except by the direc
tion of the public itself. No exemption 
could therefore be permitted. 

In the same' way it .might be maintained 
that in this country, where all private 
property is held subject to a lien for an
nual taxes on the part of the State, the 
value of this lien is in fact public prop-· 
erty. To remit the tax when the property 
is transferred to a religious institution, is 
therefore to increase the amount of the 
charity out of the pockets of the remain
ing taxpayerr;;. Such, at least, is the phil
osophy of the refusal of California and 

Washington to exempt 'the property of 
religious and charitable institutions. It 
is the logical carrying out of two Amer
ican principles: First, the complete sep
aration of Church and State; second, 
equality before the laws for property as 
well as men._: Commercial Advertiser. 

----...... ··---~ 
Let Americans Be Americans. 

I:N the following editorial from the 
Tribune of this city there is a valuable 
point, one which we wish there was made 
much more of throughout the land. The 
aping of European ways by Ame:J:icans is 
a shame and. a disgrace to every one who 
does it. 

''At the Holland Society's dinner on 
Friday night Mr. Theodore Roosevelt 
made some remarks in an old-fashioned 
way upon an old-fashioned subject. After 
recalling the social, political; military, 
financial and other triumphs of American 
citizens of Dutch ancestry, Mr. Roosevelt 
made the point that whatever may have 
been the strength and virtue of their Hol
land blood,· they wrought as Americans, 
and could not have won the renown that 
has rewarded their labors had they re
mained Hollanders here. He then pro
ceeded to apply this point to existing 
situations, and to urge the duty of all 
foreigners to become heartily and sincerely 
American. This is in no sense a new sug
gestion, but it needs to be constantly 
enforced upon the attention, not only of 
foreigners, but of native-born Americans 
as well. 

'' There is a class of Americans, almost 
confined to the Eastern cities, who have 
seemed to think it an evidence of culture 
and of social and intellectual rank to in
dulge in supercilious reflections upon 
their country and their countrymen. We 
have lately feared that this class of people 
was growing, not merely among the silly 
creatures who have neither brains nor any 
use for brains, but among really estimable 
persons and as the result of a propaganda 
undertaken primarily in the interest of 
certain European economic theories. The 
zeal and industry of those in charge of the 
propaganda have not seemed to be satisfied 
with those comparisons which in their eyes 
show the superior excellence of foreign in
dustrial systems, but they have felt it 
necessary also to sneer at all things com
monly thought to be characteristic of our 
society. 

"They sneer at our politics, declaring 
in effect that no such thing exists as an 
honest American politician; that all office
holders in this land, where we teach office

. holding to be no man's right, but every 
man's proper aspiration, are selfish, cor
rupt slaves of party; that to be prominent 
in the council or active in the management 
of a party is to be utt&lrly wicked and 
unclean-to be, indeed, a "machine poli
tician" is their synonym for '' devil." 

They sneer 11,t our educatioual system and 
methods, and affect to thJnk we have no 
"real colleges," apparently believing it 
impossible for an pducator to be wise with
out a wig or efficient as a teacher without 
a gown. They sneer at ou..r press, and 
save themselves vast intellectual effort by 
throwing all their fine scorn into the 
quotation marks with which they invari
able surround the word journalism. They 
have not yet got ready to attLLck the public 
school system or freedom of worship, but 
they do what they can to prevent the ex· 
tension of the public schoot system, and 
they plainly indicate that thoy have more 
faith in the piety of a bishop who is also 
"my lord" than of one whose character 
is unaided by civil title. They apparently 
act upon the belief that it i.s a sign of 
broad-mindedness and liberality to take 
that view of a method or that. side of a 
controversy which is antagonistic to the 
popular American view. 

"These people are not very s·asceptible 
to arguments, but they are painfully sensi
tive as to the impression they produce 
upon others. They wish to be thought 
vastly clever. If it could only be got into 
their heads 'that, on the contrary, they 
really excite only pity and ridieule, it 
would probably do them good." 

The Blair Sunday Bill in Secular Dress. 

THE Blair Sunday bill has again ap
peared upon the scene of Congressional 
action, to seek at the hands of our pres
ent national legislators that recognition 
which it failed to get from the members 
of the Fiftieth Congress. •The better to se
cure this, and that the public eye r..111y not 
be turned upon it in suspicion, it has dis
carded its religious features and assumed 
a garb which is studiously'secular. How 
this has been done will be evident to the 
reader from a comparison of the two 
phases of the bill, as given herewith, the 
essential points of difference being iDdi
cated by the use of italics and small 
·capitals:-

THE BLMR BILL -1888-9. 

A Bill to secure to the people 
the enjoyment of the ilrst day 
of the "\Yeek, comrnonly known 
as the Lord's day as a day of 
rest, AND TO PROMOTE ITS OB· 

SERVA..._11.:[CE AS A DAY OF RELIG· 

IOUS WORSHIP. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate 
and House of Rep?'esentatives 
of the United States of Amer
ica in Congress assembled, 
That no person, or corporation, 
or the agent, servant, or em
ployee of any person or cor· 
poration, shall perform, or au
thorize to be performed, any 
secular work, labor, or busi
ness to the disturbance of oth
ers, works of necessity, mercy, 
and humanity excepted; nor 
shall any person engage in any 
play, game, or amusement, or 
recreation, to the disturbance 
of others, on the flrst day of 
the week, comrnonly lcnown as 
the Lord's day, or during any 
part thereof, in any Territory, 
District, vessel, or place sub· 
ject to the exclusive jurisdic· 

'tTiill BLMR BILL-1889-90. 

A Bill to secure to the peo
ple the priviliges of rest and 
of >'eligious worship, free from 
disturbance by others, on the 
first day of the week. 

Be it enacted by the Senat.· 
and House of Representativec· 
of the United States of Ame?'· 
ica in Congress Assembled, 
That no person, or corporation, 
or agent, servant, or employee 
of ~tny person, or corporation 
o1· in the service of the United 
States in time of peace, except 
in the necessary enforcement 
of the laws, shall perform, or 
authorize to be performed, any 
secular work, labor, orbusine~s 
to the disturbance of others, 
works of necessity and mercy 
and humanity excepted ; nor 
shall any person engage in tUJY 
play, game, or amusement or 
recreation to the disturbance 
of others on the first day of 
the week, commonly known 
as Sunday, or during any part 
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Uon of the United States; nor 
, ball it be lawful for any per
~on or corporation to ·receive 
;)ay for labor or service per
: ormed or rendered in viola
: ton of this s~ctlon. 

thereof, in any Territory, Dis
trict, vessel, or place subject 
to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the United States; nor shall it 
be lawful for any person or 
corporation to receive pay for 

·labor or service performed or 
rendered in violation of this 
section. 

SEc. 2. That no mails or SEc. 2. That no mails or 
·nail matter shall hereafter be mail matter shall hereafter be 
tmnsported in time of peace trasported in time of peace 
·;ver any land postal-route, over any land postal-route, 
:10r shall any mail matter' be nor shall any mail matter be 
"otjected, assorted, handled, collected, assorted, handled, 
or delivered during any part or delivered during any part 
'c)f the first day of the week : of the first day of the week : 
Pm·mded, That whenever any Provided, That whenever any 
''ltter shall relate to a work of letter shall relate to a work of 
-.ecessity or mercy, or shall necessity or mercy, or shall 
uoncern the health, life, or de- concern the health, life, or de
' •ease of any person, and the cease of 'any person, and the 
!'act shall be plainly stated fact shall be plainly stated 
.1pon the face of the envelope upon tbe face of the envelope 
containing. the same, the Post- containing the same, the Post
:naster-General shall provIde master-General shall provide 
•·0 r the transportation of such for the transportation of such 
:atter or letters in packages letter or letters in packages 
.:;eparate from other mail mat- separate from other mail mat
ter and shall make regulations ter and shall make. regulations 
,or the delivery thereof, the for the delivery thereof, the 
came having been i·eceived at same having been received at 
·~s place of destination before its place of destination before 
·he said first day of the week, the said first day of the week, 
·'ming such limited portion of during such limited portion of 
.he day as shall best suit the the day as shall best suit the 
,.mbllc convenience and least public convenience and least 
•• 1terfere with the due observ- interfere with the due observ
:mce of the day as one of wor- ance of the day as one of wor· 
·Jhip and rest : And proVided ship and rest : And provided 
,·u~ther, That when there shall further, That when there shall 
.~,aye been an interruption in have been an interruption in 
.he due and regular transmis- the due and regular transmis
•Jion of the mails, it shall be sion of the mails it shall be 
,3 wtul tq so far examine the lawful to so far examine the 
·ama when delivered as to as- same when delivered as to as
nertain if there be such mat- certain if there be such mat
:.er therein for lawful delivery · ter therein for lawful delivery 
.m the first day of the week. on the first day of the week. 

Smc. 3. That the prosecu
-ion of commerce between the 
·Jtates and with the Indian 
ribes, the same not being 

·.york of necessity, mercy, or 
'mmanity, by the transporta
:ion of persons or property by 
,a,nd or water in such way as 
,·o Interfere with or dist1l'rb the 
. ·cople in the enjoyment of the 
irst day of the week, OJ: any 

·,)ortion thereof, as a day of 
?est from labor, the same not 
neing labor of necessity, mercy, 
··r humanity, or its ob~ervance 
.:~8 a day of religious worship, 
,s her~by prohibited; and any 
·.>erson or corporation or the 
0gent, servant, or employee of 
any person or corporation who 
-1ha.ll willfully violate this sec
:ion, shall be punished by a 
<:ne of not less than ten or 
<'lore than one thousand dol
cars, and no service performed 
'"the prosecution of such pro
<1ibited commerce shall be law
Cui, nor shall any compen~
-:ion be recoverable or be pa>d 
"or the same. 

SEC. 4. That all military 
&.nd naval drills, musters, and 
qarades, not in time of active 
Rervice or immediate prepara
~ion therefor, of soldiers, sail
(TS, marines, or cadets of the 
Jnited States on the first day 
-:f the week, except assemblies 
~or the due and orderly observ
':nce of religious worship, are 
11ereby prohibited ; nor shall 
:my unnecessary labor be per
:ormed or permitted in the 
military or naval service of the 
'U'nited States on the Lord's 
;tay. 

SE<l. 5. That it shall be un
t&wful to pay or to receive 
-pr.yrrrentor wages In any man
ue'~ for service rendered, or 
"or labor performed, or for the 
cransportation of persons or 
~lf p•·operty, in violation of the 
nrovlsions of this act, nor shall 
~;v.-, action lie for the l'\l\)OVe!7 

SEc. 3. That the prosecu
tion of commerce between the 
States and with the Indian 
tribes, the same not being 
work of necessity, mercy, or 
humanity, by the transporta
tion of; persons or property by 
land or water in such way as 
to interfere with or disturb the 
people in the enjoyment of the 
frrst day of the week, or any 
portion thereof, as a day of 
rest from labor, the same not 
being labor of necessity, mercy, 
or humanity, or its observance 
as a day of religious worship, 
is hereby prohibited; and any 
person or corporation, or tho 
agent, servant or employee of 
any person or corporation who 
shall willfully violate this sec
tion, shall be punished by a 
fine of not less than ten or 
more than one thousand dol-. 
Iars, and no service performed 
in the prosecution of such pro
hibited commerce shall be law
ful, nor shall any compensa
tion be recoverable or be paid 
for the same. 

SEc. 4. That all military 
and naval drills, musters, and 
parades, not in time of activo 
service or immediate prepara
tion therefor, of soldiers, sail· 
ors, marines, or cadets of the 
United States, on the first day 
of the week, except assemblies 
for the due and orderly observ
ance of religious worship, are 
hereby prohibited; nor shall 
any unnecessary labor -be per
formed or permitted in the 
military or naval servire of the 
United States on the first day 
of the week. 

SEc. 5. That it shall be un. 
lawful to pay or to receive 
payment or wages in any man- · 
ner for service rendered, or 
for labor performed, or for the 
transportation of persons or 
of property, in violation of the 
provisions of this act, nor shall 
anv wtion lie for the recovery 

thereof, and when so paid, thereof, and when so paid, 
whether in advance or other· whether in advance or other
wise, the same may be recov- wise, the same may be recov
ered back by whoever shall ered back by whoever shall 
first sne for the same. first sue for the same. 

SEc. 6. That labor or serv
Ice performed and rendered 
on the first day of the week 
in consequence of accident, 
disaster, or unavoidable de
lays in making the regular 
connections upon postal-routes 
and routes of travel and trans
portation, the preservation of 
perishable and exposed prop
erty, and the regular and nec
essary transportation and de
livery of articles of food in con· 
clition for health.v use, and such 
transportation for short dis
tances from one State, District, 
or Territory into another State, 
District, or Territory as by 
local laws shall-be declared to 
be necessary for the public 
good, shall not be deemed vio
lations of this act, but the 
same shall be construed so far 
as possible to secure to the 
whole people rest from toil 
during the tir8t day of the 
u:eek, their -mental and m01·al 
CUltUre, and the RELIGIOUS OB· 

SERVANCE OF THE SABBATH DAY. 

SEc. 6. 'That labor or serv
ice performed and rendered 
on the first day of the week 
in consequence of accident, 
disaster, or unavoidable de· 
lays in making the regular 
connections upon postal-routes 
and routes of travel and trans
portation, the preservation of 
perishable and exposed prop
erty, and the regular and nec
essary transportation and de
livery of. articles of food in con
dition for healthy use, and such 
transportation for shor:t dis
tances from one State, District, 
or Territory into another State, 
District, or Territory as by 
local laws shall be declared to 
be necessary for the public 
good, shall not be deemed vio
lations of this act, nor shall 
the provisions of this act be 
construed to prohibit or to 
sanction labor on Sunday 
by individttals who conscien
tiously believe in and observe 
any other day than Sunday 
as the Sabbath or a day of re
ligious worship, provided such 
labor be not done to the dis
turbance of others. 

It will be noticed, first, that a conspic
uous change has taken place in the intro
ductory clause which defines the purpose 
of the bill. As originally defined, its 
purpose was ''to secure to the people the 
enjoyment of the first day of the week, 

and to promote its observance as a 
day of religious worship." Now it is 
merely "to secure to the people the 
ptivileges of rest and of religious worship" 
on that day, "free from disturbance by 
others." The religious phase of the bill 
has disappeared entirely. It is now in
tended only as a mild and beneficient civil 
regulation, having in view the laudable 
object of securing to the people the priv
ileges of undisturbed rest and religious 
worship on the first day of the week, of 
which it seems they have in E)ome way 
been deprived ! 

This great change having been made in 
the object for which the bill was framed, 
we naturally look for a corresponding 
change in the bill itself. But here a 
strange fact presents itself; there is no 
change in the body of the bill at all. The 
same measures which one year ago would 
accomplish the object of securing to the 
people the enjoyment of the Lord's day as 
a day of rest, and promote its observance
as a day of religious worship, are now 
considered necessary merely to give people 
a chance to rest and worship undisturbed ! 
All those ·little phrases which upon the 
first appearance of the bill stamped it as a 
religious measure, have been pruned off, 
and it now appears labeled, "civil regula
tion." But it is the same old bill, impos-, 
ing the same restrictions and exacting tho 
same penalties. The change of label does 
not make it more desirable, or any less 
deserving of universal and uncompromis
ing opposition. 

Another strange thing which the above 
comparison brings out, is th~ sudden 

change which seems to have taken place 
in the public conception of t4e first day of 
the week. Only one year ago this day 
was as the bill stated, "commonly known 
as the Lord's day;" now the first day of 
the week is "commonly known as Sun
day." It must be that the secularization 
of the day is indeed taking place at a rapid 
rate! 

It is further noticeable that the authors 
of the bill in its present form have pro
vided it with the semblance of an exemp
tion clause for those who observe some 
other than the first day of the week. In 
the latter half of the last section it is 
stated that the bill shall not be construed 
"to prohibit or to sanction labor on Sun
day by individuals who conscientiously 
believe in and observe any other day than 
Sunday as the Sabbath or a day of relig
ious worship." There immediately follows, 
however, the qualifying clause, "provided 
such labor be not done to the disturbance 
of others." By referring to the first sec
tion, we find that all that the bill requires 
of any one, observer of Sunday or non
observer, is that he shall not engage in 
labor on that day to the disturbance of 
others.· The bill when it was before the 
last Congress, cont~ined the same pro
VISIOn. The propriety of the term "sem
blance," as used above, is therefore evident. 
The bill virtually says, with true National 
Reform generosity, that where ·persons 
religiously observe any other day than 
Sunday, they shall not, on this account, 
be prohibited from labor and recreation 
entirely, but E>hall have the same privilege 
which all others enjoy of engaging in such 
labor and recreation on Sunday as will not 
be to the disturbance of others! This is 
doubtle~s in the line of those "concessions" 
of which we have heard from Mr. Crafts 
and others, and for which, as he says, 
observers of the seventh clay have never 
shown any great disposition to be thank
ful. 

It is hardly necessary to say that the 
thin secular guise in which this bill now 
makes its appearance, does not make it 
any less worthy of the strenuous opposi
tion of every patriotic and liberty-loving 
American citizen than it was before this 
guise was assumed. The character and 
intent of the bill were plainly shown when 
it was introduced as a bill to ''promote" 
the observance of the "Lord's day" as "a 
clay of religious worship;" and the addi· 
tion which the past year has made to thG 
stock of wisdom of its originators, comm 
too late to make its secul~r guise effective. 
The bill is the same now that it was wheu 
first introduced, and in the opposition 
which we trust will be brought against it 
from aU quarters, its adVOC$-Ltes will have 
to meet this fact,· and with it the stigma 
which must in every candid mind attach 
to their work, as a result of their manifest 
hypocrisy.-Review and Herald. 

"My kingdom is not of this world.'' 



THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 37 

Compelled to be Saved. 

IN the Elgin, Illinois, convention of Con
g~egational ministers, Novembe~ 8, 1887, 
Dr. W. vV. Everts, of Chicago, in speak
ing of the prevalence of Sabbath desecra
tion and its remedy, said: "This day is 
set apart for divine worship and a prepara
tion for another life. It is the test of all 
religion." That is to say, Sabbath-keeping 
is the test of all religion, and he who will 
not keep the Sabbath has no religion. But 
if he will not keep it he must be forced to, 
and thus act as though he had religion, 
no matter how corrupt at heart. Such a 
law would be, only could be, productive of 
the rankest hypocrisy. God will never 
accept of such a coerced religion. We 
admit, with Dr. Everts, that the Sabbath 
was given to assist in a preparation for 
another life; but when measures are 
adopted to compel men to prepare for 
another life, it is going beyond the juris
distion of the Church or the State. 

Dr. Everts further said: "He who does 
not keep the Sabbath does not worship 
God; and he who does not worship God, 
is lost." Exactly, and a law to compel 
people to keep the Sabbath is nothing less 
than a law to compel people to worship 
God. If they will not keep the Sabbath, 
and thereby worship God, they are. lost; 
.therefore, they must be aompellecl to keep 

. the Sabbath, worship God, and be saved. 
Obedience to God, voluntarily rendered, 

is the greatest test of love and the highest 
form of worship. Said Christ: "If ye 
love nie, keep my commandments:" John 
14: 15. But who ever heard of Christ com
pelling the people to show their love to him 
by forcing them to keep his command
ments? The Scriptures set forth no such 
principle. The Sabbath belongs to Christ, 
and when on earth he told the people that 
he was Lord of it. Mark 2: 28. There 
were Sabbath breakers all around him, 
but he did not appeal to Cmsar for a law 
to compel them to keep it. He used the 
best means for saving people,--persuasion 
mingled with the deepest love. If com
pulsory measures had been a potent agent 
in saving those for whom he came to die, 
he might have used them. 

It seems to be the design of ambitious 
clergymen, who are more zealous for an 
outward display than for inward piety, to 
transf<!>rm this Government from a civil to 
an ecclesiastical power, and have· a few 
men like the Roman pontiff, sit upon 
ecclesiastical thrones and make their inter
pretations of the Scriptures the law of the 
land. As a stepping stone to this they 
make Sabbath observance a test of per
sonal religion and worship, and then tell 
the people they are lost if they do not 
come up to the test, thus trying to 
frighten them into favoring a Sunday law. 

It is a good thing to keep the Sabbath 
and worship GoQ.; hqt it is a detestablet 
thing to compel people to keep it, and 
deceive them into the idea that obedience 

to such a law will save them. If the peo
ple cannot see the motive of those engaged 
in this Sunday-law business, it must be 
because they will not, or do not, investi· 
gate the matter, and reason fTom cause to 
effect. E. HILLIARD. 

Christ's Kingdom Not of This World. 

THERE was a constant expectancy upon 
the part of Jesus' followers that he would 
take to himself regal power, and reign as 
king. Human power was inseparably 
connected with their ideas of success; and 
this expectancy often found expression in 
queries which plainly show the shape 
their hopes had taken. But the Saviour 
did not encoui'age the idea of associating 
his work with the kingdoms of the world. 
Exactly the opposite. He taught the doc
trines of brothership instead of lordship; 
he called his disciples "friends," not serv
ants; he taught meektJ.ess instead of "the 
manly art of self-defence;" humility, in
stead of pomp and pride. He taught that it 
was better to suffer wrong than to commit 
it; that'it ,.;.as better to be aggrieved than to 
be the aggressor; that mercy and forgive
ness should prevail over justice, which 
was to be committed to him who judgeth 
righteously. 

These characteristics plainly mark both 
his teachings and his life from beginning 
to close. When Peter resorted to the 
sword, he rebuked his spirit, and substi
tuted kindness. When James and John 
suggested that the argument of fire from 
heaven be used upon those Samaritans who 
would not receive him, Jesus said, "Y e 
know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 
For the Son of man is not come to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them." Luke 9: 

55, 56. 
He hel'cl at his disposal "more than 

twelve legions of angels;" but he never 
, invoked the physical constraint of one of 
them to defend his cause or enforce his 
creed. 

''Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart," exclaims the great Author· and 
Finisher of the Christian faith. It would 
have been well for the cause, and for its 
adherents since that time, had they fully 
comprehended the real spirit of the cause 
they profess, and possessed more of ~he 
spirit of its Master. But from that time 
until the pres!3nt, men have sought to place 
the cause of Christ upon the support of 
civil power. Legislators and rulers have 
been petitioned and besought to take the 
interests and institutions of the Church 
under the fostering wing of legal protec
tion; and wherever this has been tried, 
the result has been most disastrous to pure 
and undefiled religion. The Saviour says, 
"My kingdom is not of this world." Nor 
is this world any part of Christ's kingdom. 
-Bible Echo, Australia. 

"PuT them in mind to be subjeCt to 
principalities and powers." Titus 3 : 1. 

Encouraging Words. 

THE Oakland (California) daily Times 
of January 10, notices the removal of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to this city, as fol
lows:-

''DEPARTURE OF A FAITHFUL SENTINEL." 

'' Oakland has one religious paper the 
less by the removal of the AMERICAN SEN
TINEL, published for four years in Oakland, 
by the Pacific Press Publishing Company, 
to New York. 

"The ability of this paper, und~r the 
editorial charge from the first of Elder E. 
J. Waggoner and Professor A. T. Jones, 
has been marked, and its deserved success 
phenominal. Starting as an eight-page 
monthly, in January, 1886, it attained the 
first year to a circulation of over 136,000 
copies, and the third year of more than 
600,000. Last January it became a weekly 
and had a circulation during the year of 
over 1,000,000 copies. Its avowed aim, 
thus far consistently and energetically. 
carried out, has been to oppose every prin
ciple, effort or movement which tends in 
any way to a union of Church and State, 
and to preserve inviolable the strictly sec
ular and non-sectarian attitudes adopted 
by the fathers of our Republic and em
bodied in the Declaration of Independence 
and the United States Constitution, as also 
in the Constitutions of this and all the 
other States of the Union. An organized, 
determined and persistent effort is being 
made to overturn this fundamental prin
ciple and introduce a religious amendmen
which, if adopted by Congress and en
dorsed by the popular vote, will thoroughly 
sectarianize the Constitution. Against this 
movement the AMERICAN SENTINEL is dot 
ing and is bound to do valiant battles. 
It holds, with Roger Williams, that 'civil 
government should rule in civil things 
only,' and, with George Washington, 
that 'every man who conducts himself as 
a good citizen is accountable to God alone 
for his religious faith,' and that any inter
ference with this right in the way of penal 
Sunday laws or otherwise is a wanton and· 
flagrant usurpation and should be resisted· 
by every loyal American citizen with his 
utmost power. 

''In principles and sentiments the .Morn· 
1:ng Times, with most of its brethren of 
the secular press, fully agrees, and we aro 
glad oo see in the last issue of the AME1U

CAN SENTINEL a hearty acknowledgement 
of sympathy and encouragement extended 
by various representatives of the California 
secular press, and particular by the Oak-. 
land .Jl!Iorning T1:mes. 

"The change of location to the metropo· 
lis of the Nation and the center of the 
battle on this national question, is un· 
doubtedly a good one, and we believe and 
predict that the AMERICAN SENTINEL will 
at least double its last year's circulation 
of 1,000,000 copies during the curreni. 
year." 
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A Lawyer's Opinion. century of our existence as a nation. A New Boycott. 
' What would be thought of the Episcopal 

THE Washington Post, of January i2, Church of England, or the.Greek Church GENERALLY speaking, absolute consis-
has the following sensible communication of Russia sending a minister plenipoten- tency in any human enterprise that is at 
from a prominent lawyer of that city. tiary or am'bassador to represent the in- all compl~x in its bearings is impossible; 
We commend it to the careful considera- terest of either at the Government of the but the EJfforts of those persons who would 
tion of our readers:- United States? And yet the papal author- compel the cessation of all work on Sun-

ity is no more dominant in civil affairs in day are rather unusually inconsistent. 
"The Post of January 6• 1890• published Italy than is the Episcopal Church in Consistency, while not essential (in fact it 

a dispatch from London, of the date of England, or the Greek Church in Russia. may often be a sign of weakness), is never
January 5, which says:- . "It may be well to note in this connec- theless held to be a jewel; and inconsis-
. The Rome correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazette tion, the bill recently introduced in the tency in extremis_ becomes absurdity. 

has had a remarkablB interview with Monsignor House of Representatives by Mr. Breckin- Th tt t d · f tl l f 
Satelli, which reveals a mental grasp on the part of . e a emp e coerciOn o 1e peop e o 
the prelate, fairly noteworthy. The whole report is ridge, of Kentucky, "To prevent persons the United States to observe a certain Sab
a gem, but this is perhaps the best thing: "All our [in the District of Columbia] being forced bath in a certain way, is absurd. 
bishops in the United States," says Satelli, "are to labor on Sunday." The title prefixed The people of this Republic have at
treated as sovereign princes, and Archbishop Ireland to this bill is a misnomer. It is not even tained to a certain degree of intellectual 
is the personal friend of Harrison. As a .Democrat, pretended, either by the provisions of the . d d Th. k f t th ht 
he belongs to his party. He told Harrison that un- In epen ence. Ill ers O grea oug s 
less he would pledge himself to make concessions to bill itself, 01; by its author, that any person doubtless are rare, as they have ever 
the Catholic schools, all the Catholics would with- in the District of Columbia has been com- been, but thinkers of practical thoughts 
dtaw their votes from him. So he was obliged to pelled to labor on Sunday, at any time have become exceedingly numerous; and 
do so. The public corporations, too, are only too since the abolition of slavery therein. the habit of social self-reliance, fostered 
glad to fulfil the wishes of our bishops, even before ''This bill, if pa~ed, will be in direct by political freedom, has engendered a 
they are expressed. 1 

violation of t'he Constitution of the United corresponding intellectual or mental se f-
"Ithinktheremustbesomemistakeabout States, which declares that 'Congress reliance, which is freeing the race from 

this; but the charge is one of such grave shall rriake no law respecting the estab- superstition and moral bondage exactly 
significance that President Harrison owes lishment of religion or prohibiting the free as popular education frees it from literal 
it to himself, and to the country at large, exercise thereof.' ignorance. 
to stamp it with a prompt denial. "It is based upon the false and shabby People no longer believe that kings have 

''Our- Government is purely secular b. pretense that mankind are by nature so divine rights-a.t least the people of the 
its character and purposes. It is vested fond of labor and so ambitious to work as United States do not. In fact, the Declara
with no ecclesiastical power whatever. It to call for the restraint of law to save them tion o~ our Independence teaches us that 
has no right, nor any constitutional power, from the consequences of overwork, while, all governments derive their just powers 
to appropriate a single dollar for the sup- in fact, it is designed by its authors as an from the consent of the governed. The 
port of Catholic or of Protestant schools, entering wedge for a wide system of Constitution of the United States recog
or schools of any religious denomination, aggressive laws on religious subjects in nizes no higher· source of power than the 
nor to legislate, b any way, for or against derogation of the Constitution and of the "consent of the governed." That idea has 
any religious sect,· or on the subject of civil rights and religious freedo'm of the permeated the social as well as the political 
religion. Every Catholic in the .land is citizen. fabric. 
entitled to the same consideration, the · '' It is high time to sound the alarm, The Church is a social institution, with 
same protection, the same benefits and when a comparatively small, but influen- spiritual jurisdiction over its members. 
advantages as tho Protestant, the Jew, the tial, and well-organized body of ambitious That the ministers, pastors, or priests 
Mohammedan, and the infidel, and no and unrestful Protestants, and backed by have any powers beyond those delegated 
more;. all are entitled to the same consid- the Jesuits of the Catholic hierarchy, by the consent of their congregations or 
eration and the san1e protection. boldly and openly seek to change the char- flocks is not now generally believed; yet 

"Our Government is not a Christian nor acter, if not the form of our Government, . that assumption seems to be the "head an~l 
an anti-Christian Government; nor in any from a purely secular to an ecclesiastical. front" of the so-called Sabbatarian move
sense an ecclesiastical Government, but or priestly rule, which experience has ment. 
purely secular; it is designed for the bene- proved to be, of all forms of gov-ernment, That a man should rest one day in every 
fit and protection of all classes of men- the. most tyrannical, the most cruel, and seven is not at all unreasonable. But 
.meiJJ. of all religions, and men of no re- the· most oppressive. C. H. B." to compel him by law .to rest one day 
ligion. in seven, and to designate by law which 
. "On the other hand, the Papal Gov.ern- A Correspondent Who Is Anxious. of the seven shall be the day of rest for 
ment, so called, is purely an ecclesiastical him and all other men, is a measure to 
organization, and is invested with no civil A reader writes as follows, from Dassel, which the "consent of the governed" can 
powers. There may be some points of Miimesota :- never be gained. It is arbitrary and un
agreementand contact betweenthe Papal ·"EDITORs AMERICAN SENTINEL: I have reasonable, regarded from any but a sec
hierarchy and the several GovernmetJ.tS of been an interested reader of your val- tarian 'standpoint. True, the command
Europe, for the reason that in.all the Gqv· uable little paper for some months, and ment enJ'oins: ''Remember the Sabbath 
· · feel to bid you God speed in your 

ernments ·of Europe there is, to some work, and hope you will soon be able to day to keep it holy," etc. . . . But when 
extent, a mingling of civil and ecclesiasti- double the size of the SENTINEL. I have they seek to impose upon unwilling fellow 
cal powers. , But -vvith our Government it been so anxious about the Sunday move- citizens such observance, they must of 
is entirely different. Between the Papal ment, and fear so much to see the Blair necessity show a higher source of authority 

f h Sunday bill become law, that I have de- · h C · . 
hierarchy and the Government o t e terminecl, God being my helper, to try to than any named m t e onst1tutwn; and 
United S.tates.there is no point of contact warn the people of the impending danger it is then that the inconsistencies of 
or agreement; nothing upon which the of Sunday and other religious laws. I am divers religious systems and the basic 
two can mutually and officially act. The not a Seventh-day keeper." discrepancies of denominational opinions 
one is spiritual, the other temporal. . We sincerely wish that there weJ;'e thou- become fatal weaknesses which stamp the 

"And .it is for that reason that there has sands of other people in this country who acts of the Sabbatarians with the seal of 
never been any official representation of would become as anxious as that and act absurdity.-PeubZo (Col.) Sunday Opin~ 
either at the court of the other during the in this same way to relieve their anxiety. ion. 



ONE of the recommendations 
adopted by the Paris Interna
tional Sunday Congress, upon 
" The Weekly Rest Day from a 
Social Point of View," is this:-

The smallest amount of rest which 
man ought to have is one day in seven; 
we mean by that, the Sabbath day, for 
that which is necessary for man is not a 
.lay of relief from labor only, but a day 
for true moral elevation. 

If it is a dal of rest simply 
from a social pomt of view, what 
matt~s it which day it is. From 
a social .point of _view, one man 
or a thousand men can rest just 
as well on one day as another. 
But that is not what the Congress 
meant to recommend. The Con
gress "means" that the Sabbath 
day is the one which shall be ob
served for rest and which is the 
smallest amount of rest that any 
man ought to take, and that not 
for physical rest primarily, but 
for true moral elevation. In this 
the Congress abandons the social 
point of view, adopts the relig
ious, and places the day of rest 
upon the religious basis, and by 
so doing, it contradicts itself in 
its recommendation. But this is 
not an exceptional case by . any 
means. No argument has ever 
yet been made professedly from 
a civil or social point of view that 
did not in fact rest upon there
ligious. And no such argument 
ever can be made. The thing is 
religious in itself. It cannot be 
made anything else and by no 
argument can it ever be made 
consistantly; to appear anything 
else. 

--o--~ 

REFERRING to the Blair Sun
day Bill now pending in Congress, 
the Litchfield (Minn.) Independ
ent says:-

We have no hesitancy in giving 
our opinion that such legislation 
·would be an act of bigotry not 
worthy this day and age. Let 
the Government keep its hands 

~ off from any interference with the 
religious conduct of the people so 
long as the rights of others are 

. not concerned. If the stability 
of the Christian religion now 
dominant in this country depends 
on any bolstering acts like the 
Blair bill, better let the structure 
topple at once. 

--0--

A CORRESPOND EN'£ of the World
Herald (Omaha, Nebraska), writ
ing upon the Sabbath question, 
says:-

"While I am in favor of hav
ing one day in seven to be ob
served as a day of rest, or holi
day, I believe with Martin Luther, 
that it is wh<Wlly wrong to have 
any Jaw compelling anyone to 
observe it as a holy day, and all 
who are sincere in believing such 
a law to be right do so through 
the prejudice of education, not 
from truth, reason and facts,_for 
they contradict such a thought." 
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THE CRANDEST BOOK 
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CRANDEST SUBJECTl 
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NOTE.-Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able 1'\ile to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENl'INEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

THE Christian Nat~on criticises the 
SENTINEL for maintaining that "govern
ments derive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed," and makes an 
extended argument to prove that this is 
not true. We know that it is not true 
according to the National Reform relig
ious -legislation theory; but it is true 
according to the American theory, and 
the American theory is true according to 
the Word of God. 

THE American Sabbath Union prints 
the following inquiry :-

Is it not time to start a righteous crusade, under 
the laws of God and of man, in abolition of this 
ruinous system of [Sunday] bondage? 

Oh, certainly it is! Let the crusade be 
started at once. Let this cruel bondage be 
abolished. And in order that this may be 
accomplished swiftly and certainly, we 

• suggest that the American Sabbath Union 
change its name to the American Abolition 
Union. Let slavery be abolished, say we, 
forever! 

December 29th, Mr. Crafts, of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union, delivered an address 
at Association Hall, 86th Street, New York 
City. In that address he said:-

The national Lay Congress of Roman Catholics 
after correspondence and conference with the Amer
ican Sabbath Union, passed its famous resolution in 
favor of co-operation with Protestants in Sabbath 
reform of which the following is a full and ·correct 
copy: "There are many Christian issues in which 
Catholics could come together with non-Catholics 
and shape civil legislatian for the public weal. In 
spite of rebuff and injustice, and overlooking zeal
otry, we should seek alliance with non-Catholics for 
proper Sunday observance. Without going over to 
the Judeaic Sabbath, we can bring the masses over 
to the moderation of the Christian Sunday. To 
effect this, we must set our faces sternly against the 

. sale of intoxicating beverages on Sunday. The 
corrupting influences of saloons in politics, the 
crime and pauperism from excessive drinking, re
quire legislative restriction which we can aid in 
procuring by joining our influence with that of the 
other enemies of intemperance. 'Let us resolve that 
drunkenness shall be made odious, and give practi
cal encouragement ·and supj)(lrt to Catholic temper
ance societies. We favor the passage and enforce
ment Of laws rigidly closing saloons on Sunday and 
forbidding the sale of liquors to minors and intoxi
cated persons." 

Upon this Mr. Crafts remarks :-
This does not mean that the millenium is to be 

built. in a day. This is only a proposal of court
. ship, and the parties thus far have approached each 
other shyly. 

When courtship has gotten so far along 
as the proposal, marriage is· not far off, 

especially where the parties a;re. .so coy as 
is this species of Protestantism. And 
when this marriage between Protestantism 
and Catholicism is accomplished, what 
will become of the Protestant portion of 
the union? What kind of Protestantism 
is that, anyhow, which so willingly, or 
rather anxiously, carries on a courtship 
with Roman Catholics to the extent of re
ceiving a proposal of marriage? Yes, that 
marriage is coming, and like every other 
great feature of Catholicism, it is contrary 
to nature-one woman marrying another. 
And the fruit of it will be, as pictured 
in the Scripture, a hideous, nondescript 
monster. Let there be raised up in this 
land a Protestantism that will assert itself 
not only against Roman Catholicism as 
such, but also against this degenerate 
Protestantism that has forgotten its place 
and its mission in the world. 

The resolution "that drunkenness shall 
be made odi~:ms" by giving it governmental 
and religious sancti~m six days in the week, 
is likewise worthy of the Catholic Church. 

--------··-.~-----

THE organ of the American Sabbath 
Union says that "the opposition to Senator 
Blair's Sunday-Rest bill, introduced in the 
United States Senate, December 9, and 

·printed in the Pearl of Days, is based upon 
a false assumption. That bill does not 
assume, as it is claimed, that civil legisla
tion upon this subject appeals to the di
vine law for its support. Nothing of this 
kind appears in the bill." Certainly noth-

. ing of the kind appears in the bill, for it 
has been omitted for the express purpose 
of disarming opposition to the measure. 
It is, however, not a false assumption to 
say that the bill is a religious measure 
and that the motives of its promoters are 
purely religious. A careful comparison 
of the bill as introduced in the Fiftieth 
Congress and as no-vy pending in the Fifty~ 
first Congress will convince anyone that 
precisely the same object is to be accom
plished by the bill as it now stands, as it 
was hopeq to accomplish by it as originally 
framed. We print onanotherpage an arti
cle from one of our exchanges which shows 
this so plainly that none can fail to see it. 

---~·~··~---

WE notice that some of our exchanges; 
as well as a number of our correspondents, 
make the mistake of confounding the Blair 
Educational B~ll with the Educational 
Amendment. These are not identical by 
any means. The Blair Educational Bill 
is a measure that has been advocated oy 
Senator Blair for several years, and has 
passed the Senate several times. The ob
ject of this bill is to appropriate a certain 
amount -seventy millions, we think-
from the surplus funds in the public treas: 
ury to the dillerent States of the Union 
according to the proportion of illiteracy . 
But this bill does not propose in itself to 
have anything to do with religion in the 
public schools; it simply proposes to take 

some of the surplus in the public treasury 
and divide it amongst the States for the 
States to use according to their own educa
tional systems. 

The Educational Amendment proposed 
by Senator Blair, is that which we have 
printed and commented. upon in the SENTI
NEL.· This proposes to amend the Con
stitution.of the United States so that the 
principles of Christianity shall be taught 
in all the public schools in t4te Nation. 

The Educational Bill would become a 
law, and of force, merely upon the acm.on 
of Congress and the approval of the Presi
dent. The proposed Amendment would 
be of no force until it was approved by 
three-fourths of the States. We shall 
print soon a copy of the Blair Educational 
Bill that our readers may understand just 
what the intent of it is. We make these 
remarks· just now, only for the purpose of 
correcting the mistake that some have 
made, of confounding the bill with the 
proposed amendment. Please don't do it 
any more. 

THE American Sabbath Union com
plains that, ''New England is in peril from 
Sunday work and Sunday dissipation." 
How can it be otherwise under 'Sunday 
laws? The effort of the Sunday-law 
workers is to preserve Sunday as a relig
ious day. Secular work is not in harmony 
with the· religious idea of the day, there
fore, work is forbidden. When work is 
forbidden to those who are not religious 
they are compelled to be idle, dissipation 
is the sure outcome; and that also is out 
of harmony with the religious idea of the 
day. As Sunday is held to be the palladium 
of salvation for the S~ate; whatever State 
it is that has Sunday laws will always be 
in peril from Sunday work and Sunday 
dissipation. 

------~~~-----

THE Elmira (N.Y.) Telegram says:

There is no power in the Constitution of 
the United State~ to prescribe the modes 
and time for the religious observance of 
any day in the ·week. The people are at 
liberty, without restriction, or definition 
of duty, to worship God in their own way, 
according to the dictates of their own con~ 
science. Laws cannot be built to make a 
man rest when he isn't tired, or regulate 
the way he shall get rested when he is. 
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A BEAUTIFUL ·illustration of the benefit 
which the Church derives from an alliance 
with the State· is presented in the case of 
the English Marquis of Ailesbury, who is 
the patron of twenty-one church livings 

·in the Established Church, while at the 
si:tme time he is debarred from all English 
race~tracks tor ·cheating.-Review and 
Herald. 

. .No intelHgent man will condemn our 
churches as long as they are kepJ; entirely 
qistinct'a11d separate from the State. But 
every Republican and every Democrat, 
every American should resent to the bitter 
end every attempt of any church to mix 
''things spiritual and thh1gs temporal," 
to join Church and State, or to make laws 
to compel men to conform to any code of 
niorais.-Topeka Rep·ublican. 
;-,t :::-: . 

, THE Christian Ad·vocate of this city 
notic,es a 'recent case at law, in which a,. 

verdict was brought into courtoi1 Sunday, 
a11.d says :-
· .. Oolonel.I~gersoll, for the defendent, rose to niove 

to set aside, or for a new trial. Judge Ingraham 
declined to 'trartaact any business on Sunday, be
yond the mer~ receiving and recording of the ver
dict, necessary to relieve the jui·y; and told the 
anti -Christian to wait till Monday.· If the latter 
and his abettors (f!ome of them nominal- Christians) 
get their way, there will be no rest-day .in this 
country. 

The SENTINELis not an admirer of. Mr. 
Ingers6ll, nor are we in sympathy with his 
views upon religious questions, but we fail 
to see in the. fa9ts stated by the Advocate, 
any j'\lstificatio~ for the fling :rn:ade at. that 
.gentlemftn and "his abettors." We have 
~wide~ that· Mr. Ingersoll >~:;mts any judge 
tv do business on Sunday if he dosn't want 

NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 6, 1890. 

to, nor do we know of anybody who wants 
the laws of the land so changed that 
courts 'shall uniformly do business upon 
that. d~y. If, judges and other court offi
cials want to observe Sunday religiously 
or. otherwise,· nobody ought to object, and 
the SENTINEL does not object; but it does 
object to laws requiring those to observe 
t;lunday who do not wish 'to observe it, 
and that whether they religiously observe 
another day or not. 

An Important Discussion. 

MQNDAY evening, January 13, at the 
annual meeting of the Presbyterian Union 
of New York City, there was a discussion 
upon the question, "To what extent, if any, 
should religion be taught in the pubiia 
schools?" Dr. Josiah Strong, secretary of 
the Evangelical Alliance, and Dr. David G. 
Wylie, argued in favor of religion in the 
schools; Doctors D. H. Greer and Howard 
Crosby argued against it. It was an in~ 
teresting discussion. Dr. Strong led. He 
began by criticising the Roman Catholic 
position. ·He said that position is to be 
regretted but not to be wondered at. The 
0bject of the public school is to make good 
citizens; the object of the parochial school 
is to make good Catholics. The removal, 
therefore, of the Bible from the public 
schools as a concession to Catholics would 
be a needless sacrifice, because the primary 
object of Roman Catholic teaching is the 
Roman Catholic religion, and any schbol 
in which that is not taught is not accep
table to the Catholic Church. In answer 
to the Roman Catholic call for the division 
of the school fund, he said it would prob
ably destroy the public school, and would 
certainly violate the principle of the entire 
separation of Church and State. He ar
gued that the public schools are not Prot
estant because distinctive Protestant doc
trines are not taught. 

Now it is certainly a distinctive Protestant 
doctrine that the Bible, without note or 
comment, is the Word of God. And when 

/ Protestants insist that the Bible, without 
note or comment, shall be read in the 
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public schools, and the Protestant Bible 
at that, and then claim that the schools 
are not Protestant, and that no distinctive 
Protestant doctrine is taught there, is to 
be guilty of a casuistry that stultifies every 
one who makes such an argument. 

The speaker next turned his attention to 
the '' secul~rists." He said : '' The secular 
theory is built on a wrong application of a 
right principle. The right principle is the 
entire separation of Church and State, 
while the wrong application of the princi

. ple is a failure to make a distinction be-
tween the Church and religion. There 
must be a separation between Church and 
State, but there must not be a separation 
between religion and the State. Our Gov
ernment is, and always has been, religious. 
The principle of separation between Church 
and State forbids sectarian teaching in thEil 
public schools; but the principle of the 
union of religion and the State does not 
forbid undenominational religious instruc
tion." But he did not tell how the State 
was to discover what is undenominational. 

He said, '' Self preservation is the :first 
law of nature. If the State has a right to 
exist, it has the right to do whatever will 
perpetuate that e;x:istence." This is not a 
valid argument at all. It bears the blem
ish of the whole National Reform system; 
that is, that the State is an intelligence 
separate from the people who compose it. 
If the State were an individual, rus really 
as is any individual person, then this 
argument might be allowed. But the 
State is no such person. The State has a 
right to exist simply because it is impos
sible for it to do otherwise: The State 
cannot commit suicide; the State exists 
in the nature of things as the result of the 
existence of man in society. In the sense 
in which the words were used by Dr. 
Strong, the Stat~ has not the right to do 
whatever will perpetuate its existence. 
Because, especially in religious thlll.gs, 
what seems to the State necessary to per
petuate its existence, is often only a cruel, 
unmitigated tyranny. And even then it 
is doubtful whether the existence of the 
State is perpetuated thereby. In the fia~y 
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days of Christianity, the .-Roman State 
. :·cel)sidE:ilred 'its existence·to be in (t~,~.nget. 
·It d.edided that as the' State had the· right 
. to eHst,.:!t had the t;ight likewise. t6~ do 
· whateve; was I~e~eesa.ry to- perpetuate that · 
existence, and that it was, therefore, neces
sary to put a 'stop tci Christianity. It 
therefore punished·:with many ·untold tor
ments, even unto d~ath, the profession of 
Christia~ity. W:ithout entering upo:ri the 
question as to whether the existence of 
the Roman State was perpetuated or not 
by such proceedings, it is certain that th~;~ 
Roman State had no shadow of rig;ht to 
·do to Christianity what it did. This, we 
are persuaded Dr Strong himself will con
cede· because, assuredly he cannot justify 
it without condemning Christianity; but in 
conceding this, his whole argument is 
gone. The truth and the sum of. the 
whole matter is, that with religion the 
State can have nothing to do whether pro
fessedly .to perpetuate its existence or not. 

The speaker further argued that '' the 
State must teach fundamental religious 
truths because it is good for the State. 
The State cares nothing about another 
life." But the State cannot teach religious 
truth, fundamental or otherwise, without 
having to do with another life. Religion 
relates primarily to the recognition of God 
and another .life. 

Next he argued that it is not so much 
preceptive instruction that is required as 
it is practical. He said, "The lying of 
children in this country is not because. of 
a lack of knowledge of how to tell the 
truth but because of a lack of will." But 
he did not attempt to tell how the State is 
to create in the mind of a child the will 
to tell the tr\].th :when the disposition is 
there to tell a lie instead. 

In answer to the suggestion that the 
,Jhildren be taught religion in the home 
r11nd the Sunday-school, he inquired, ~'How 
ara all those children· to be got into the 
Sunday-school? And, as they cannot read
ily be got into the Sunday-school, h<;>w are 
these children to be taught reverence for 
God, for man, for woman, and for law~ 
The:r-eis little reverence and therefore little 
authority in the A111erican home-except 
that of children over the parents. In the 
school :is where the State can t~uch child-

. ren with a moulding hand, and i( rever
ence is to be taught who shall do it if not 
the State?" 

Throughout his speech, the Doctor 
seemed to have forgot~en entirely that 
there is such a thing in the world as 
the Chu:r~h. Certainly thesy defects· e~xist 
which he has named. There is sore need 
that religion and reverence and authority 
all should be taught. B~t so far· as: his 
speech. went he could discover none but 
the State to teach these things. But it is 
impossible for the State to teach them; 
and. the task of teaching these things was 
never committed to the State by the Source 
of all authority, religion, and reverence. 
Is it true that the Church has so ·fallen. 

from its place an,d so far • 'l~n3t':{the true the. Bible· that says 'db . penanc~?' Is it 
idea of her ;mission as not tcibe ~orthy 'of · the. ~ible that says 'immerse' or is it the 
consideration in such. a. question as this ·. Bibl~ tha't says, 'baptize?' Is it the Bible 
so that the only alternativejs'toj:have the .that contains the Apocra:phy, or i~ it King 
Statetodo.it? James'version?;' - · _·· 

He argued that the question as tO Wlll:j.t, ",Th(:j qu'estio:h ·Of the~,·readin:g of the 
and how much religion should pe taught, Bible iiJ. the. schools might become a burn-
1'sJ:wuld be settled by alocal autho-rity;". ing question, and the State ·would then 
and ''especially in the cities greap · care · ha've to deCid(:j what Bibl(:j should be read. 
must be exerCised and a middle course And as ~pon as the State cioes that, then 
pursu.ed between secularizing and Prot- some denomination will· s.ecure political 
esta11tlzing the schools." controL in its own interests, as is the case 

Dr. Strong was followed ,by Dr .. Greer, with Mormonism in Utah to-day. But it 
Episcopalian, rector of St. Bartholomew's is said that this makes the schools 'god
Church, New York City. N.o synopsis can less.' This cry is more: rhetoriettl than 
do- any manner of justice· to 'Dr. Greer's true, and, to many, sounds worse ·than it 
speech, .and it was impossible for us to ob- is. It might be brought 'with equal pro
tain a verbatim report. It' was an over".. priety against those schools which teach 
whelming rejoinder to Dr. Strong, and at only business and penmanship, and schools 
the same time a masterly assertion of im- of mechanics, and .of art~. These• are in 
mutible principles both Christian· and the Sl:l>me sense godless. But they itre not 
American. In answer to . Dr. Strong's ungodly. ··They are godless because thoy 
attempted distinction between the. Church are schools with a definite purpose in view, 
and religion, he said: "Slich a distinc- which purpose is not the teaching of re
tion is impossible. The in'troduction of ligion. That purpose is followed without 
religio:U: int.o the public schools is the in- reference to religion. NoE that those who 
traduction of the Church into the public give instruction there are atheistic or irre
schools, and is, therefore, a union of ligious men, but because those schools do 
Church and State. The distinction is 'not exist for the purpose of giving instruc
further attempted upon the question of tion about God or about religion. 
religion, that it is not dogmas of faith, but ''The Church can best do its work when 
fundamental truths of religion, that is to it does it without any conl).€ction with the 
be taught. · But how shall religion be State. The State can be'lit do its··work 
taught without dogmas? It may-be taught without any connection with the Church. 
without some dogma in which you do not This is the theory to which we a.re .. com-

. believe; but it cannot be taught without mitted by the Constitution. Let. the 
some dogma in which you do 1Jelieve. We Church afise to an apostolic faith; l~t her 
cannot conceive of a church Without doc- be inspired by an apostolic spirit; let 
~rine. And religion cannot be introduced her be a;red with an. ap9stolic zeal; let 
into the pubHc schools unless it is doctrinal her be clqthed with apost6lic power; then_ 
in the sense of being deflnite, positi~e, ,and she can face the world as the apostoijc. 
precise.' To speak o{ the Church without church di~, and by force of character can 
doctrine is to 'talk of daylight without the influence ;the State a11d the school vastly 
sun, of an effect without a cause. more than it would be possible to do with 

''But it is said that nothing denomina- all the power and machinery in the State 
tional shall be taught, but only those at her command.·· By this means it is 
points in which all Christians are ,agreed. possible for Christians to make Christian
Who will tell us w4at the:;;e_ points arc in ity so dominant that nothing· but Chris
which all Christians are agreed? Is it the tian personality will ·in:ijuence the public 
infallibility of the Pope ? Is it the divinity schools. · It is not the reading nor the 
of om; blessed Lord? 'The doctrine of reciting of a set form of words that makes 
God,' you say. What God? And what truth. eff~ctiv\:l; it is the character, the 
kind of a God is it in which all"Christians living pe)rsona.Iity that . is behind the 
are agreed? Is it a God who prop\)$eS to . Words. ' The schools are here for every
save me:ri through the purifying processes . body ailcf for every class. The schools 
of pergatoriaJ fire, or is it a G;od that must be kept broad and comprehimsive, 
proposes to save all. men without any fire · and must not bG encroach'ed·upon by any re
at all? Is it the God in which the Unita- . ligious bo:dy upon any pretext whatever." 
rian believes; or is it the G~d in which Dr. Wylie.wo,stheuextspeaker. Heisa 
the Trinitarian beli~ves? · · ·thorough-going national reformer. After 

"But it is asked, 'Should not the Bible -speaking i"n opposition to the Roman Oath
be read?' The mere reading of a few ol1p theorJ~• he denounced the secular the
words from the :B:lble from day to day is· , ory as·" atheistic," and then. argued for a 
not of svch a. positive . so_rt of religious religio~s ~tate at on()e.. A goodly portion 
instruction as yet to have excited any of his argument WttS: also an appeal to 
special conflict. In the event of a conflict, sentiment 1 and was simpl¥ .a begging of 
which is easily possible, the State to be the question. 
consistent would have ~o prohibit even the · Dr. Crosby's speech was rather a sum
reading of the Bible in the public schools. ming up then a decided argument and was 
Here also the question arises, What Bible? quite brief. Of this speech we were able 
Is it the Bible that says 'repent,' or is it to obtain quite a full report. He said:-
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"We have been subject of late to ~:tn that in our public schools we must rec- Resolved, That the laws on our statute-books in 

educational craze in which we li~:tvE! for~ ognil!iE! t:iw rights of all." reference to protecting the Sabbath as a rest day 
gottep and overrun the limits of American TherE! werE! abotlt two hundred and fifty should be faithfuily enforced all the more as they 

principl~s; both in the matter of attempting or three hundred people present, and al- are in the interes.t of the whole people. 
. Resolved, 'l'hat this convention hereby petitions 

the teaching of religion by the State and though there were quite a number who the General Assembly of Ohio to amend the laws 
. of teaching the higher sciences by the were in favor of the idea of religion in the relating to our police court juries so as to bring 
State, with: both of which, in my opinion, schools, it was easy to see that the great them into line with the laws selecting juries for out 
the State has nothing to do. It has no majority.were decidedly against it; which, county courts. 

right to be teaching the higher education.. we were very glad indeed to see. There Resolved, That this convention cannot but repro
The best thing that could be done with is one point, however, that is of consider- bate in the strongest terms the disregard of the 

sanctity of the judicial . oath and the principles 
the Normal College-and I hope President able importance. Dr. Strong is secretary which have heretofore made ti·ial by jury the bul• 
Hunter is here to hear me-would be to of the Evangelical Alliance of America. wark of personal liberty, by juries, which, contraty 
turn it into a gra~d central police station. He is fully committed to a union of Church to admitted evidence of guilt, have, nevertheless; 
The best. thing that could be done with the and State, and, as far as in him lies, he acquitted cuiprits because they did not approve of 

Oollegeofthe City of New York-and I wish commits the Alliance with its influence the laws which they had violated. 

G·eneral-Webb was here-would be to turn and its methods, to the same things wher- A glance at some of 'the papers re~d will 
it into a prison for boodlers. I think we ever he can. A. T. J. suffice to show the spirit in which these 
have n0 .more ;r:ight to instruct f:t:eely the resolutions were conceived, and the sophis· 
children of all citizens in the hig'her mathe- National Reform Work in Cincinnati. try of the arguments employed. 
ina tics and: th~ calculus and philosophy The paper read by Judge M. B. Hagans 
than we wo1l.ld .have to .tax the people to January 20, 21, there was held in the was ·a prominent feature of the first day's 
give each child a thousand dollars to set city of Cincinnati, a "Christian Conven- programme. He started out to consider the 
hhq. up in business. And on the same . tion," to consider "what can and ought to subject of "The Civil Sabbath," but soon 
democratic, American principle I think be done to save our land from t.he rising branched off into history, carrying his 
thF~>t ,half of whF~>t is done in the public · tide of vice and immorality." While os- hearers back 2,500 years to the time of 
schools could be .done away with. The tensibly, held in response to a call signed Nehemiah, and thereby surprised the 
only .~rgument for schools established by by eighty· two persons, .of whom seventy- thinking portion of his ·audience, who 
the Governm,ent at all is to make citizens three were ministers, the fact that not one must have wondered what Nehemiah or 
able to .underst~nd what.our Government., in ten of these persons were present, and · anyone else living in his time knew about 
is. In other words, we should only teach·. that the convention was presided over by a "civil" Sabbath. He referred to the 
childr:en in the public schools to read, to Rev. J. M. Foster, secretary of the Na- action of Nehemiah in closing the gates of 
write, to cipher, and to know what the tional Reform Association, and attended Jerusalem on the Sabbath day and threat· 
;American Constitution is,. That should by such men as Rev. Sylvester Scovel, ening to lay hands on Sabbath desecrators, 
be the entire .curriculum in the public Rev. D. McAllister, and Rev. W. F. -an argument having no possible bearing 
'schools. , Beyond that we have no t!ght Orafts, shows it to have been held in the upon the subject o£ a "civil" Sabbath, 
to gq; interests of the National Reform move· since N ehemia~ did this, not to protect the 

"We hav~.g'{>t into an educational craze ment. poor laboring men from the slavery of 
in this matMr, •and' the way to get out of The real work of the convention, apart their Sabbath toil, but to enforce the ob· 
it is to li:J;nit ~e~~or:k;pf the Sta~e to where from a two-.days' exhibition of oratory arid servance of the Sabbath as a religious in· 
it belongs. · W~··l4ould no.niore expect to sophistry, i~''expres:Sed in the following stitution, lest,they bring more wrath upon 
teach religion in the ,public schools .than preamble and resolutions which were Israel by profaning the Sabbath. It is to 
t.o te~ch it in a mechanics' institute for unanimously adopted and will in due the religious side of the question that the 
the .learning of a technical trade. We time be presented before the Legislature advocates of a "civil" Sabbath always 
haye :many excellent organizations for at Columbus:- gravitate in their arguments. Judge 
he.:qevolent work .that are not concerned It must be admitted that God, the Supreme law- Hagans needs to be informed that we are 
with the subject of religion. Are these giver and Judge, is the source of all civil authority not now living under a theocracy, and 
benevolent institutions ·atheistic or i'rrelig- and will surely punish all who persistently dispise have no one to stand in the place of Ne
ious.? It is not the business of the State his authority; as he has declared in his word. 'The hemiah, unless we concur with Mr. Crafts 

· · Nation and kingdom that will not serve me shali to teach religion. · It is the business of the in the idea that ''the preachers are the sue-perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.' 
Church. The Stwte teach religion? 1 want A truth time and again recognized by the early cessors of the prophets, "-a theory which 
t}~e State to. get a little religion first. Of statesmen of our Government, by our legislators it would greatly stretch the credulity of 
course, if we are to have religion taught and by Congress as late as 1863, when the Senate of most of us to accept. 
by .the State in. this democratic country, tlie United States resolved that devoutly recognizing The idea that the Sabbath should be en· 
"\ve shall hav. e it taught by· the local gov- the authority and just government of Almighty God forced because it has a place in the common 

in all the affairs of men and nations, and sincerely 
ernmen~. We c;1nnot take a single step believing that no peopie, however strong in th~ law of the land, was another boomerang 
in the.teaohingof religion without injury. justness of their cause, can prospel;· without his which the Judge hurled at the opposers of 
We. have no right in this country, which favor. a "civil Sabbath." Did the Puritans, from 

_invites all persons of all creeds, to set up This convention is fully convinced that vice, whose legislative. efforts our Sunday laws 
. f l' . t' . t th morality and crime in any community destroy it:;; have descended, enact those laws in the one o ··OUr .re 1gwus no wns as agains e happiness and material prosperity, and it is equally 

religion~ notions that any one else may trueof Statesandnatious,and sinceadisregardof intere'sts of a "civil Sabbath"? Did the 
honestly hqld .. ·Jusp as .far as we do it the Sabbath and other moral laws of God-laws Church of England, from which the Puri
just .$0 far we encroaQh on .the stability which belong to the State as well as the churches- tans obtained their legislative ideas ever 
-whichis the basis of our Government. is one of the factors in promoting these vices, im- do this? Did the Roman Catholic Church, 

"Th St t h . ht t f th moralities and crimes, we regard it as of the utmost from which the Church of England sprang, 
. . e a. e as no rig O go ur er importanoe that the States, in the interest of good 

than to teach the simplest branches of government and the prosperity of the people, should ever demand legislation in regard to • a 
education. The whole curriculum can be especially protect the Sabbath as a day of rest; "civil" Sabbath?· Everybody knows bet
gone through with in three years, and therefore, ter. Our Sunday laws are the relics of an 
when .we 'li;mit public educa,tion to that, Resolved, That our Constitution and laws should· age when Church and State were united, 

We. st-all solve th1's problem wh1'ch has been be freed from all ambiguities which obscure their and Sunday was enforced as a religious 
.u, meaning and thereby give encouragement to the · 

agitating, and. is. agitating us, and will practice of vice and criine and render it difficult to institution, and this sta.mps them as re-
c~;>ntipue to agitate us. We must, learn enforce the penalties of violated laws. ligious laws, appropriately included in our· . . 
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statute books under the head of '' offenses 
, t:)lgainst God and religion." Such is the 
' genealogy of our present Sunday laws, 

which Judge Hagans and others of similar 
bias would like to see enforced under the 
gvise of "civil" regulations. under the 
inspiration of his theme the Judge sighed 
for mayors in our great cities, like N e
hemiah who was not troubled with police 
boards and the jury system, but was lfim
self mayor and chief of police at the same 
time,-a sigh which will not be extensively 
echoed among the people of those cities, or 
the officers of our municipal corporations. 

Rev. John Pearson read an able paper 
on ''The Minister and His Responsibility 
for Public Sentiment," and, unconsciously 
ptJrhaps, hit the National Reform theory 
a blow squarely between the eyes. Minis
ters of the gospel and churches were not, 
he said, to come down from their high 
position to 'take part in the battle of poli
tics, but to stand as watchmen on the walls 
of Zion, speaking out loud and boldly on 
all questions which concern public morals. 
This they 01ilght to do, and the place for 
them to do it is in the pulpit. But the 
trouble is that ministers preach smooth 
things there, and then call on the legisla
tures to do the work they le~ve undone, 
by compelling people to be moral by law. 
Such preachers would do well to read over 
and study the great commission under 
which they profess to be working: "Go 
ye theretore and teach all nations, bap· 
tizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, anu of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching [not compelling] them to observe 
all things,.whatsoever I have commanded 
you." This defines the leg~!j[llate sphere 
of the Christian minister, ~nd when he 
becomes an advocate of compulsory mor· 
ality, he is engaging in a work which 
Christ has never commanded or sanc· 
tioned. 

Rev. G. W. Lasher read a paper on 
" The Sabbath .and the Working Man," 
repeating the familiar arguments relative 
to man's physical, mental, and moral need 
of a Sabbath rest, considering the subject 
from the standpoint merely of a physical 
and moral necessity, of which the civil 
law might properly take cognizance. The 
effect of his effort was seriously marred at 
the close when the Rev. Mr. Pearson arose 
and reminded the assembly that that was 
a Christian convention, that the good old
fashioned religious Sabbath was what they 
were principally concerned with, and that 
the "civil" Sabbath had been dinned in 
their ears quite as much as was profitable. 

"A Legal Argument' against Secular 
Common Schools," was the title of a paper 
read by Dr. McAllister, editor of the Chris
tia.n Statesman. He ignored the position 
of parent or g11ardian as the overseer and 
inculcator of morals upon the minds of 
youth, and relegated this duty entirely to 
the State. The oath which. the State de
manded of its jurors and public officers 
fur:uished} i:n. ~is view, n NYn vincin~ reason 

whythe public ~chools should instruct the 
youth concerning the nature of an oath, 
and concerning tp.at Supreme Being of 
whom it makes mention. Upon this slim 
foundation did he build his "legal argu
ment against secular common schools." 
He even went so far as to assert that secu
larism, to be consistent, would ·be com
pelled to rule out Webster's Dictionary; as 
if there were no differenc.o between defin
ing the existing conceptions of religious 
things, and inculcating religious ideas! 
He would have the principles of Christian
ity openly taught in the public schools, 
which would leave to the Jew and the 
infidel, who did not wish their children 
thus ·taught, the happy alternative of 
withdrawing their children frorri the in
stitutions they are taxed to support, or of 
building up schools of their own irl that 
fair country to which the Rev. E. B. 
Graham, a co-laborer of Dr. McAlliste~'s, 
referred when he said, '' If the opponents 
of the Bible do not like our Government 
and its Christian features, let· them go to 
some wild, desolate land, and in the ;name 
of the devil, and for the sake .of the devil 
subdue· it, and set up a government of 
their own on infidel and atheistic princi
ples, and then if they can stand it stay 
there till they die ! " 

Rev. W. F. Crafts arrived during the 
concluding part of the sess~on, and.spoke 
on "The National Sabbath." .He main· 
tained, among other. things, that the rest
day must be a common day for all, ignor
ing the fact that communities of seventh
day and :first-day observers exist togethE!r in 
many places without causing the slightest 
friction of the whelilis of commerce, and 
said that it was an act of great generosity 
on the part of the States to exempt 
Seventh·day observers from the penalties 
of the Sunday laws. Such an exemption 
he evidently did not sanction. He would 
have all Sunday work of every kind 
stopped, except works of mercy and ne· 
cessity (which he would want the privilege 
of defining), in order that the poor laboring· 
men might enjoy their Sunday rest. One 
cannot help wondering why, if they are so 
enslaved ~nd oppressed by Sunday work, 

. there has never been a '' strike ,. made by· 
them for that rest. There have been 
strikes enough for almbst everything else, 
but no strike for Sunday rest has ever 
been put on record. On the contrary, the 
laboring men have to be earnestly impor
tuned by Mr. Crafts before they will in
dorse, and then not unanimously, the 
movement for a national Sunday law. 

Spaoe forb'ids the mention of other 
papers and speakers, in some· instances 
able and interesting, but which Q.id not 
touch s9 directly upon the subject of a 
State religion. The convention was thinly 
attended, about one hund1•ed being present 
on an average; a large proportion of whom 
were women. Its effect upon the city 
and the .State ~·oma:ins to be disclosed. 

J..,. A. SMITlL .... · 

Ql.lestionable Declarations. 

.THE following. extract from ~ .letter to 
the New· York Voice, raises a· very perti
nent question for the consideration of the 
Prohibition party, if it is indeed prohibi
tion that that party desires. The extract 
runs thus:-
• To the Voice.-The .letter· from a cor" 
respondent, W. H. Wilgus·, in a late issue 

{ ', 
of the Voice, brings up one of the .. most 
important questions the Prohibition party 
has yet to meet. Is there .any better time 
th,an the present to meet it frankly. and 
honestly? 

Judgii1g from the platforms adopted by; 
vario.us . States this fall the Prohibition: 
party now~ stands for prohibition and rf{· 

. ligious legislation. The last is an:expres-, 
sion that ought to be hateful to every true 
American, But is it too strong in tl~is. 

case? 
These platf.orms call upon the State to 

defend the sanctity of the Sabbath in vary
: ing phrases, but-to the sa.me intent. Now, 
. the Sabbath is purely a religious institu
. tion, and it does not alter the case'to sub-
• stitute the word Sunday, or call for a, 
·"civil Sabbath." 

The expressionis self!contradictory. The 
province of civil government is to prohibit 
that which -is •uncivil, but it cannot be. 
shown that honest labor on any day or· 
the week is "uncivil," 'exc~pt by allowing 
the religious character of the day to be 
taken into the aceount, and then th13 State 
steps outside of .its proper sphere of action.· 
However, this-phase.of the question needs 
no discus,sion .now;., for· there is no effort. 
made to.conceal the fact that it is the pro., 
tection of Sundayas a religious institutioll' 
which is desired. 

But what if we exempt the minority from 
the operation of such laws? That is simply 
to tolerate them; and toleration is a wor-d · 
hateful to every tr~w American. It does 
not .make such legi~lation right; it admits 
the right of the majo:rity to rule in matters 
of conscience; and· last but not least, it 
does not work satisfactorily, an4 will in~ · 
evitably lead to a repeal of the exemption 
clause. Our papers are strangely silent in 
regard to these facts and on this question;. 
but certainly no side issue will cause such 
division as this, for it involves a matter 
of conscience. 

Already the beginning of this defection " 
is apparent. The recent formation of_ the. 
National Religious Liberty Association is. 
a straw which shows, too w€lll, what. we. 
m,ay expect in the near future: Here is an 
asso'Ciation, co:nposed of Christian men, · 
heartily in favor of prohibition, loyal to 
our Constitution, and yet compelled by· 
earnest convictions to unite in defense of. 
religious liberty, and oppose the Prohi-;. 
bition party because of its stand on this 
question.· 

It is nonsense to invite to full pa;rty feh , 
lowship those who are a~re~d with us on, 



the main issue while such declarations in 
favor of religious legislation are found in 
our party platforms as have recently been 
made. HAROLD STEARNS, M.D. 

ld(Jiho. Springs,. Col. 

A Sample of' Those "Rebuffs." 

JANUARY 20 and 21, there was a Na
tional Reform conventidn held in Cincin
nati. Rev. J. M. Foster,•district secretary 
of. the National Reform Association, had 
the principal part in getting up the con
vi:mtion. While they were working up 

· the matter, Mr. Foster and Mr. Francis 
Ferry, "an esteemed elder of the 'Presby
teriEJ,n Church," visited Archbishop Elder 
for,the purpose of having him unite with 
them in the convention. Mr. Foster says, 
"The Archbishop received us very cor
dially, and was the soul of courtsy." After 
the Archbishop had received them so very 
cordially al).d so courteously, the following 
interesting dialogue occuhed :-

Mr. Foster-" We have called to ask you if you 
would be willing to participate in the coming Chris
tian con-vention." · 

The Archbishop-" You know we Catholics are 
very exclusive." · 

Mr. Foste1·-" The Baltimore Council advised co
operation in Sabbath Reform movements with Prot
estants. This led us to hope that you "\\'ould stand 
with us in the effort to maintain the Sabbath. " 

The Arohbi8hop-" It is true the Baltimore Coun
cil r~commended co-operation, but ~hat is to 1Je done 
.as citizens." We do not recognize Protestant churches 
· o1-'Pro~estant ministers, There is only one true 
Catholic Church. These· other ·denominations may 
te~ch. the truth in 0: ~neasure, but they are not the 
Church of . Christ. The Catholic Church is the 
sp~us~ ot Christ, ~nd t~ her has been committed 
th~ oraCles of God; She has rec~v~d authority to 
teach the truth. We will wori• with Protestants as 
citizens, hut not as churches. During the war 
Horaee·Greeley and some others attempted to estab· 
lish peace between the Northern and Southern 
States, but Mr. Lincoln said; 'You are good men 
and have good intentions. But you have no author
ity to act. 1 cannot l'ecognize your work.' So we 
say t-o Protestants, ' You are good people. Your 
motives aro good. But you have no authority. We 
~oj; recogn~ze you.' I would be compromising 
myself to go into a Protestant chm:ch and unite 
with Protestant ministers in such a convention," 

Mr. Foster-"This convention is not to be held 
under the auspices of any church. It is called by 
'j;he.·N~tional· Reform Association-a society made 
up of representative citizens in all parts of the 

· country. It is a citizens' movement. You. observe 
:the oonference is called a 'Christian convention.'" 

The Archbishop-" At the same time almost all 
the signers to the call are ministers, a1;1cl alll>ut one 
of the spea_kers are clergymen. M:r going there 
would be construed as a concession to Protestantism. 
If this were a generar"convention of citi~ens, orig· 
inating with the people and carried on by thc:n, I 
could act as one of them. But a Christian conven
tion carries with it the idea of the Church, and I 
could not be identifil!<l with that." 

Mr. Foster-" The presel'vation of the Christian 
Sabbath is a matter in which all who love our Lord 
are interested." 

The Archbishop-" That is true. I preach the 
truth to my people about the Sabbath, temperance, 
divorce, .and all those. questions. vVe have author
ity from our Lord to do this. You will pardon me 
for sayi~g that no Protestant church has this author
ity. And henco;J I could not act with you even in 
so good a cause, for. in doing .so, I would not be true 
~ rhe Church. '1 

This is a sample of the rebuffs that the 
National Reformers have been willing to 
receive from the Catholics for the last 
nine years. They have received several 
before, and undoubtedly they will receive 
others yet to come. The rebuffs are richly 
deserved, and these were certainly well 
applied. 

Who can say but that the Archbishop 
appears to the better advantage in this 
matter? The Archbishop and the Cath
olic Church with him have this at least 
to their credit that what they do believe 
is held by them to be.of sufficient impor-

. tance to stand up for it without compro
mise;· while this so-called Protestantism, 
that so anxiously see)_{s the alliance of the 

. Catholic Church, is willing to make any 
compromise, and go almost any length to 

·secure that alliance. In short, as they 
said nine years ago, "We may be subjected 
to some rebuffs in our first proffers, and 
the time has not yet come when the Ro
man Church will consent to strike hands 
with other churches as such; but the 
time has come to make repeated advances, 
and glarrly to· accept co-operation in any 
form in which they may be willing to 
exhibit it. It is one of the necessities of 
the situation.P 

And yet, these are the men who require 
a constitutional amendment under which 
they may be empowered to teach religion 
in the public schools I Why, they do not 
believe the religion which they profess 
with sufficient confidence to make it of any 
effect. Religious teaching, to be of any 
force, must be thoroughly and confidently 
believed by the one who teaches it. O~her
wise the best and the purest religion that 
ever was; or that could be, would be of no 
benefit whatever. And when these men 
hold their religious principles and doc· 
trines at so little value that they are will
ing to compromise it at all, and fairly to 
abandon their position in order to secure 
the co-operation of those who flatly refuse 
to recognize them, then the religion which 
they represent is not worthy of recognition 
by.individuals, much less by the Nation. 
To force. the teaching of such religion as 
that into the public schools would be to 
do an irreparable injury to the youth of 
the United Stated, to say nothing of all 
the train of other evils th~t would be in
fiicte~l_upon the Nation. If they believed 
their own profession of religion with suf
ficiEJlit confidence to impress it upon the 
people, they \vould not need any other 
.power to cause it to be received; but as 
they do not they demand control of the 
national power to compel the people to 
receive it. A. T. J. 

THE principle of persecution, to the 
extent of 'burning heretics, is inseparable 

. from the union of Church and State, 
which makes a crime against the Church, 
also a crime against the State, to be pun
ished according to human law. If Ameri
cans hate anything it is the principle and 
practice of religious persecution, and if 
they love anything it is. civil and religious 

. liberty.~ Philip Schaf!. -·· . 
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That Sunday Crusade. 

THAT Minneapolis Preachers' Sunday 
crusade didn't pan out quite a.:'l well as 
they proposed to have it. It was pro posen 
in their original compact that on the even
ing of the third Sunday in January a large 
number of hacks or carriages would be 
retained and held for duty. The ministers 
were to be divided up irito sets of threes 
and one of each set to make a shmt speech 
in one church and driYe to another and 
then to a third, being followed in turn by 
each of the other two of his set, an(l i.hue 
the whole city was to be crusadecl. But it 
didn't all run smoothly. The first hitch 
in the proceedings was that the managert: 
found that some of the ministers of thE 
city were not as straght-laced in the mat 
ter of Sunday observance as they them 
selves were. The first onslaught was to 
be made against the Sunday newspaper at: 

"the head of all offending." But the 
managers found that some of the ministerN 
were in favor of the Sunday newspaper 
One o:!4 them in fact, Rev. L. G. Powers, 
openly declared that the Sunday paper "i: 
more of a help than a hindrance to church 
work." 

The second hitch in the proceeuings wal" 
a consideration of consistency. They pro 
posed to start a crusade against all Sunday 
work and they found. that it would not 
look very well at the very first stl')p, in sue]; 
a crusade as that, to use a large numbot 
of hacks or carriages; ·as this would 110 

cessitate work on the part of somebody tc 
get the hacks or carriages ready, and fur 
ther work to do the driving, and yet fur 
ther work to put t,he l10rses and hacks ir 
the stables after the evening's crusade wn,s 
over, and all this wotk on Sunday. They 
concluded that it would never do to preacL 
against Sunday labor and at the same time 
require so much labor to be done on Sun 
day. Consequently, their sets of throec 
all dwindled down to one single set. 

The sermons of the liberal ministers off
set those of the ones who favored tho 
strict observance of Sunday, while one ·1 

minister declared that "the Lord and the 
Sunday newspaper cannot remain in ihe 
same house." Another saicl :-

"The day must include everything that 
any man can find helpful. The Sunday 
paper, while it is of no use to the average 
pren,cher, is a great benefit to thousands ot 
others. To thousands of toilers Sunday is 
the only day for reading. The Sunday 
paper gives them a view of the great world 
with its trne activities. It helps them on 
one side of their nature as well as the 
church helps them on the other. The 
Sunday paper is more of a help than a 
hindrance to church work. Nine-tenths 
of all the money for the support of 
churches and charities in Minneapolis 
comes from the men who read the Sunday 
papers. Protestants aro powerless to 
establish self-supporting churches, save 
among reading people; and the circulation 
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of the Sunday paper is a fair index of the is t~ abolish the saloon in the interests of 
reading habits of the people. It is easier Christianity, and because it is a hindrance 
to convert a ,man to Christ who reads the to Christianity, then having done so much, 
Sunday paper than it is to make a Chris- why should it not go .on and abolish the 
tian of a man whod~s not read at all. Peo- next greatest hindrance to Christianity? 
ple will' read onSuriday. Preachers cannot· .and. the next, and the next, un,til it has 
stop them. 'In a certain neighborhood in abolished ,every one that there is in tl1e 
this city where sixteen hundred. Tribunes world? If the, Government is 'to take 
were taken, only twenty-two have stopped away one stumbling block between God 
their Sunday issue, while nearly four hunc and humanity because it is such, then why 
dred have: taken the Sunday isslile only. shall it not continue the work and take 
Of the twenty-two, two were p'reachers, ,away every one? If the Go~ernment is 
and twenty·werwlaymen.' If opposition, 

1 
to do this, what is the Church for? And 

such as has been given, tends thus to add ,.if government can do this, what was the 
to the Sunday circulation, we need not Church instituted for? If it can. be done 
expect to see· the preachers destroy the. by law what is .the use of the gospel, and 
Sunday papers. The opposition to the what was the use of in~?t~tuting the gos
Sunday papers i:s made by good men.· But pel? The truth is that the reason which 
good men are engaged in editing and pub- the Lever and the third party Prohibition- , 
lishing the Sunday newspapers. These ists, as a whole, prese;nt for prohibition, 
facts should lead the preachers to hesitate are not va!id reasons at all. They are not 
a little in their crusade." worthy of recognition by government, nor 

Another minister who had spoken the are they worthy of . the support of any 
Sunday before in favor of the. opening of man. , They mean nothing short of an ab-
the public library on Sunday, said:- solute :anion of Church and State~ Of·. 

''Since my sermon. of last Sunday.even" course. they deny H, and we grantthat many 
ing in favor of the library opening, I of them do. not see it. It is true, however, 
have been the recipient of various tracts whether they see ,it or not, Prohibition 
i.1pon Sabbath observance from people who upon a proper basis ~s a proper thing, and 
deem my soul in danger. For all this a, good thing, but prohibition upon the 
interest, thanks! In this severe weather basis advocated by the Lever, the Voice, 
I am grateful to any tract society that will and such papers, ~ould be an unmitigated. 
kindly help to keep my fires burning.: evil. . 
What do I care for all the councils that· ~"""'"' __ _ 
ever thundered upon this subject? .What Father Enright on the Sunday. 
do I care' how many tninisterial associations 
have pronounced upon it? What dol care 
for all the Sabbath conventions that 'have. 
ever been held? So long as I live, so long 
shall I take these prin'biples regarding the 
Sabbath and'apply them according to my 
best judgment. My a.d vice to evePy one 
of my hearers is to do the same. · A grain 
of common sense is worth a ton of the·
ology>' 

The Miiineapolis ministers will have to 
get their forces a little better in hand be· 
fore 'their crusade will amount to much. 
Dr. Strong, of .the Evangelical Alliance, 
will hlwe to make at least another visit·or 
two to Minneapolis before he gets those 
forces sufficiently allied to make their 
work effBctive. We wait to see what turn 
will riext be taken, and what form of Sab
bath desecration it is ·against which the 
Minneap6lis , preachers will· ;nake their 
next'·brusade. A. T. J,. ____ .,..__....__ 

Nbt ~Valid R~ason. 

THE Lever says that "the saloon is to
<1ayfd',greater hindrance to .the cause of 
Christianity than all others;" and inquires, 
''What will become of the Republican and 
Democratic V'oters for sustaining p~rties 
that lteep the' saloon as a stumbling block 
between God and humanity?;, We do not 
know what will· become of them. But 
granting the saloon' is the ·greatest hin-;; 
dra:iice to the cause of Christianity, it is not 
the· only hindrance; and if the Government 

FoR the benefit of those who favor Sun
day li.J,WS, and (j~J?,ecially. those who boast 
of the. indorsems.nt of Cardinal Gi'Qbons, 
·and the 'co-operation 9f the Catholic 
Church, we print the following statement . 
of Father.Enright, lately made, as.Jo the 
authority for Sunday Jaws:-

"My brethren, look about YQU. uponth,e 
vario:u,s wrangling sects and denominli· . 
tions. Show me one that claims,, or pos
sesses the' pOW\Jr to make laWS binding OU' 
the conscience. There's but one on the 
face of the earth-the Catholic.Church
that .has the power to·make la;wiil bindi~g 
upon the. conscience, binding before God, 
.binding under pain of .. hell fire. Take for 
instance the day we celebrate---;Sunday. 
What right have the Protestant churches 
to observe that day? None whatever. 
You say it js to' o b.ey the c<;>mmandment, 
'Remember ·the Sabbath day to kee~ it 
holy.' But Sunday is ,not the Sabbath 
according to the Bil:}le and the record of 
time. Every one knows that Sunday is 
the first day of the week, while Saturday 
is the seventh day and the Sabbath, the 
day consecrated as a day of i·est. It is so 
recognized in all civilized 1iations .• ·I have· 
repeatedly offered $1000 to any one who· 
will furnish 'any proof from the Bible that' 
Sunday is 'the day we are bound to keep, 
and no one. has called for the money. If 
any person in this town will show me any 
scripture for it ·I will, tomorrow evening,. 
pulllicly acknQwledg~ it' ,ali~ thank ,him 

for it. ·· It was the holy Catholic. Church 
that changed the day of rest from Satur~ 
day to Sunday, the fir~t day of the week. 
And it .not only compelled all to keep 
Sunday, but at the Ooui10il of Laodicea, 
A. D. 364, ~:tnathematized those who kept· 

·the Sabbath and urged all persons to labor 
on the seventh day under the penalty of 
anathema. 

"Which church does the whole civilized 
world obey? Protestants call 'lfS every 
horrible name they can think of-antiJ 
christ, the scarlet-colored· beast, Babylon, 
etc., anQ. at the same time profess great 
reverence for the Bible, and yet by their 
solemn ;1ct of keeping Sunday they ac
knowledge the power of the .Catholic' 
Church. The Bible says; 'Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy,' but the 
Catholic Church says, ' No, keep tlie first . 
day of the week,' and the ·whole world 
bows in obedience."-The Industri'al Am- · 
erican, Harlan,Jowa, December 19, 1889. 

-------·~-------

· Sunday Slavery. 

THE Pearl of Days repeats ·its dismal 
wail about "Sunday slavery," and says 
that "if it is not abolished, it will soon 
number more millions than the Afric'ans 
'\vho were emancipated by the civil war, 
and the Constitution of the United States." 
Why don't the Pearl of Days make a test 
and carry the case of one· of these Sunday 
slaves to the United States courts under 
that.amendment to the Constitution which 
abolished slavery in the United States? 
Or does the Pearl understand that it was 
only African slavery that was abolished·) 
iri the tJ ;g.ited States? If that is the waJ.' 
'the Pearl of Days understands the Thir
teenth Am~ndment, then we would say for 
its benefit, that neither the word "African" 
nor any other qualifying phrase is irr that 
amendment. The amendment says that 
''neither slavery nor involuntary servi·. 
tude, except as a penalty for crime, ·shall . 
exist in the United Stated." . And that 

· will cover Sunday slavery as well as any 
·other kind. At least the probability that 
it does, is worth risking a case upon in the 

, United .States courts. Let the case be pre
sented: 

A Question. 

IN Brooklyn, N.~Y.., four persons -were 
convicted arid fined from $100 to $500, for 
refusing to give to certain children medi

. cine prescribed by phys~cians, choosing 
rather to treat the clj.ildren by other 
means. They were people who believe in 
the . "faith cu~e," and the children died, 
hence,· the prosecution and· the punish
ment. This h?-s caused much discussion· 
,in the>pn,blic press, some taking one side 
and others the other. All that we shall 
say just at this time is simply to inquire, 
How would it do to impose such a fine 
.upon those ,who do not believe in this' 
method of tr@atment-the doctors for :ln· 
stance~every time they lose .a. cas~ ? 

/', -· . 
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NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 6, 1890. 

NoTE.- Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able nile to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by special armngement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they w1ll be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. ; 

WE have received the first number .of 
thi3 South¢rn Sentinel, published at Dallas, 
Texas, It is devoted to the same cause 
us the .AMERICAN SENTINEL. We heartily 
>irish it success. May such Sentinels be 
posted all along the line. 

THE "call " for that National Reform 
co~vention, lately helq in Cincinnati, was 
signed by eighty-two persons. Seventy
three of these were pre'llchers, the rest were 
made of eight layme~ and one woman. 
.And yet they try to 'pass that off as a 
representative "citizens"' meeting, simply 
in the interests of the State! 

SECTION 1~, of .Article 1, of the Constitu
tion of the new State of Washington, con
tains this sentence: "No public money or 
property shall be appropriated for or ap
plied to any religious worship, exercise or 
instruction, or to the support of any 

~ religious establishment." Yet, as plain as 
that is, it was attempted when the Legis
,lature met to have a chaplaincy estab
lished for the State and the legislative 
sessions to be opened· with prayer. The 
scheme failed as it was proper that it 
should. The word "exercise" shut off 
that relic of the union of Church . and 
State. 

.AccoRDING to the Colorado Graphic of 
January 18, the people of Denver are 
losing interest in the Sunday-closing cru
sade, inaugurated there some months since. 
.At a recent meeting in the interest of the 
,crusade, which the Denver News described 
as "another of those great meetings," it is 
stated that only one hundred and seventy
two persons were present, by actual count, 
"including forty-one ladies and ten or 
more children." This certainly does not 

. look very much like "a great popular 
uprising," especially in a city of the size 
of Denver. One great trouble .about this' 
movement is, that while its real object is 
the exaltation of Sunday, it professes to bo 
primarily a temperance movement. _A 
L~reat many temperance people, se~ this, 
and hence stand aloof from the movement 
which would otherwise have their support. 
That sort ot prohibition which proposes to 
compromise with the saloons, allowing 
them six-seventh of the time in which to 
C'arry on their business, is not worthy of 
the 11ame of temperance, and not ~ few .are. 
beginning to see it. -

THE N £Ltional League. for the. Protection 
of .American Institutions, by its Law 
Committee, has. reported the form of an 
amendment to the national Constitution, 
which it intends to ask ·shall be adopted. 
It reads as follows:-

No State shall pa~s any law respec.ting an estab
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof, or use its property, J:Uony or credit, or any 
power of taxation, or authorize either to be used for 
the purpose founding, maintaining or aiding any 
church, religious denomination or religl.ous society, 
or any institution, or undertaking under sectarian 
or ecclesiastical control. 

That might be made a part of the Con
stitution of the United States, and yet, 
under the · decisions religion could be 
taught and religious exercises cond,cted 
in the public schools in all the States 
where it is now done. Such; however, is 
not according to .American principles, 

.therefore the League's proposed amend-
ment ought to be amended at once. 

~· 

The Peopl~ Awa)<en. 

UNDER the auspices of the National Re
ligious Liberty .Association, t.here was held 
in Washington City, 'Tuesday; January 28, 
a citizens' meeting- for the discussion of 
the Breckinridge Sunday bill for the Dis
trict of Columbia. .A good deal of pre
liminary work had been done. Nearly 
20,000 SENTINELS and 8,000 cirtmlars of 
announcement had been distrjbuted, ail.d 

' eight hundred personal invitations sent 
out, be.sides pri:Jlted notices in all the city 
papers. .As a result between five hundred 
and six hundred people assembled. General 
.A . .A. Birney presided. The meeting was 
intended to be an impartial discussion of 
the bilL The personal invitations which 
were .sent to all .the ministers, Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union workers, and 
to six hundred lawyers of the city, be
sides a personal letter to Mr. W. F. Crafts, 
read as follows, the first being to the law
yers:-

January 24, 1890, City. 
DEAR SIR: 

Your attention is called to the bill.for a District 
Sunday law now pending in _the H~use. A citizens' 
meeting will be held in the Rink, on New York 
Avenue, between Thirteenth and Fourteenth Streets, 
Tuesday, the 28th, at 7: 30 p. m., for. the impartial 
discussion of the merits of this bill. You are asked 
to be present. If you will speak on the question 
please notify J. 0. Corliss, 217 Fifth, Street, S. E., 
stating whether you will favor or oppose the bill. 

Yours respectfully, 
THE COMMITTEE. 

To the Woman's Christian Temperanpe 
Union:- . . 

January 27, 1890, City. 
DEAR MADAM: 

A meeting will be held at the Rink, on New 
York A venue, between Thirteenth and ·Fourteenth 
Streets, the evening of Tuesday, the 28th, to discuss 
the merits of the lo.mil Sunday bill for the District 
of Columbia, which Mr. Dreckinridge of Kentucky, 
has introduced in the House. · 

An opportunity will be given a~ this 'meeting fm 
an impartial discussion of the (lUestion. Both thos,' 
who favor and those who oppose the passage of 
Sunday laws have been requested to be present and 
speak. You, as a resident of the District of Colum
bia, and a member of that <>r<::anization which is 
e~ert~ng a greater moral, force ~>~::an an.' ~ther or· 

gariization in the l;:~>nd, the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union: should take an active and intelligent 
interest in this questiqn in all its phases. 

We are sure you are an;ious tO know all that can 
be 13aid upon this matter, both for and against. It 
is therefore hoped that no previous engagement will 
preclude your attending this meeting. 

Respectfully, 
THE CoMMITTEE. 

Yet with all this effort· but one person 
could be found to speak in favor of the 
bill. One other gentleman had promised 
to speak for the bill, but in the meeting 
turned against it, and openly opposed it. 
. Tothe invitation Mr .. Crafts replied:-

Your letter overtook me after several days. Our 
side of the case will be sufficiently presented at 
our convention. W. F. CRAFTS. 

The speeches, which, with the exception 
noted, were necessarily against the bill, 
will be given later, as we have time now 
on~y to print this hasty notice. .At the close 
of the addresses the following resolutions 
were enthusiastically adopted:-

Resolved, That the bill (H. R. 3854), entitled "An 
act to prevent persons from being- forced to labor 
on Sunday," does not meet our approbation, but 
that we ilo earnestly protest against its passage, 0!' 

the passage of any bill of similar import, for the 
following reasons, to wit: 

First. There is no call or occasion for the passage 
of such a law. No person in the District of Colum
bia is, or has been forced to labor on Sunday against 
his will, at any time since the abolition of slavery 

·therein.. · 
Second.· Works of necessity or mercy are not 

defined in the bill, and their meaning .and applica
tion are left to the arbitrary prejudice or caprice· of 
police magistrates. Under such a law, street cars. 
railroad trains, steamboats and private carriage~ 
might be stopped; and a citizen might be fined. for 
prea~hing, for shaving hims,eif, ot• having his dinne1· 
cooked on Sunday. 

Third. Such a law would be a departure from 
the fundamental principle of the institutions of this 
country, which recognizes the right of a citizen to 
do aE he pleases, provided he does not encroach upon 
the rights of others; and it empowers a police judge 
to inquire into and decide upon the conscientious 
beliefs of any citizen charged with doing, or causing 
to be done, secular work on Sunday . 

Fourth. : .The passage of such a law is designed; 
and· in efl'ect would be an entering wedge for a sys .' 
teni of aggressive la.ws tending to subvert the secuiar 
character of our Government in derogation of the 
Constitution, and the religious freedom of the citi
zen guaranteed thereby. 

Fifth. Th() proposed law partakes of the most 
offensive features of the early laws of New Eng· 
land, Maryl:w.d, and other colonies oJ the olden 
time, known as " Blue laws," and is the·. efore a long 
step backward, instead of forward in h-1man prog. 
ress. 

The unanimous sentiment is Juhat it waH 
a most successful meeting. 

A. T. J 
Washington, D. C., Jan. 29. 
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THE Detroit (Mich.) Free Press, makes 
the following good point against those 
preachers who propose to have Monday 
morning's paper printed Saturday night, 
before midnight:.:__ 

"There is a minister in Minnesota who 
thinks a Monday paper can just as well be 

·prepared Saturday night. His congrega
tion should keep a sharp lookout on him. 
A man with a notion of that kind is quite 
capable of ringing in a 10-year-old sermon 
on his people fo:r a fresh one." 

-~~--·--~---
MISS WILLARD finds that the non-parti-

san Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
movement is proving to be of more impor
tance thim she suspected. It seemed to be 
a very light thing at the time of the 
National Convention in November last, 
but now there seems to be some alarm; 
for she . has found it necessary to issue. a 
national address, pleading for the old 
organization "to be kept up," and saying 
that '' local branch!=Js must be maintained 
so long as a single white ribboner is left." 
We wish success to the non-partisan move
ment, and hope that that movement may 
bring the temperance work back to its 
original intent, and to sound principles. 

WHAT the State should do, for reasons 
of public poUcy in which all the people· 
have a common interest, is to afford an 
opportunity for , education in secular 
knowledge which all alike need. Con
fining. itself to this sphere in its common 
school system, it should have nothing to 
do with the teaching of any religion, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, denom
inational or undenominational,· pagan or 

NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 13, 1890. 

Christian. Religious teaching, as such, 
belongs to the family and the Church, and 
can be much better managed by' these 
agencies than by any system organized, 
conducted, and governed by the State. 
The moment the State passes beyond its 
legitimate province on this subject, it dis
criminates between the people on religious 
grounds, and in effect becomes a religious 
propagandist at the public expense; and 
this is -sure always to be .oppressive to 
somebody. Let the State mind its own 
business, and let the Church mind its own 
business, and then there will be no con
flict between the two.-N. Y. In(iependent. 

The District of Columbia Has a 
Sunday-Law. 

To justify their effort to sec~re the en
actment of a Sunday law for the District 
of Columbia, the plea is made that the 
District has no Sunday law; and that to 
rescue this part of the United States from 
heathenism there must be enacted a civil 
Sunday law compelling people to act as 
though they were religious, and prohibit
ing everybody from doing any work on 
Sunday in order to prevent people from 
being forced to labor on that day. But 
this is all a hoax, the District of Columbia 
has a Sunday law; but for obvious rea
sons they dare not try to enforce it as 
it is. 

The way it all comes about is this: The 
colony of Maryland had a Sunday law, 
enacted in 1723. When the colony became 
the State of Maryland the same laws con
tinued. Then when that portion of Mary
land was set off which became the prop
erty of the United States under the title 
of the District of Columbia, and subject. 
to the jurisdiction of Congress, the follow
ing statute was enacted by Congress:-

SEc. 92. The laws of the State of Maryland 
not inconsistent with this title, as the same existed 
on the twenty-seventh day .of February, eighteen 
hundred and one, except as since modified or re
pealed by Congress or by authority thereof, or until 
so modified or repealed, continue in force within. 
the District.-Revised statutes District of (Jol
umbia,p. 9. 

NUMBER 7. 

The law of Maryland (October, 1 723), 
relative to Sunday was then as .follows:-

AN ACT, 

To PUNISH BLASPHEMERS, SWEARERS, DRUNKARDS, 

AND SABBATH BREAKERS, AND FOR REPEALING THE 

LAWS HERETOFORE l'IIADE FOR THE ·PUNISHING SUCH 

OFFENDERS. 

Be it enacted by the right honorable the lord 
proprietor, by and with the advice and consent of 
his lordship's governor, and the upper and lower 
houses of assembly, and the authority of the same, 
That if any persons shall hereafter, within this 
province, wittingly, maliciously, and advisedly, by 
writing or speaking, blaspheme or curse God, or 
deny our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the So~ of 
God, or shall deny the Holy Trinity, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, or the Godhead of any of 
the three persons, or the unity of the Godhead, or 
shall utter 3JlY profane words concerning the Holy 
Trinity, or any of the persons thereof, and shall 
be thereof convict by verdict, or confession, shall, 
for the first offence, be bqred through the tongue 
and fined twenty pounds sterling to the lord pro
prietor to be applied to the use of the county 
where the offence shall be committed, to be levied 
on the offender's body, goods and chattels, lands or 
tenements, 3Jld in case the said fine cannot be 
levied, the offender to suffer six months' imprison
ment without bail or mainprise: and that for the 
second offence, the offender being thereof convict 
as aforesaid, shall be stigmatized l;y burning in the 
forehead with the letter B 3Jld fined forty pounds 
sterling to the lord proprietor, · to be applied and 
levied as aforesaid, and in case the same cannot 
be levied, the offender shall suffer twelve months' 
imprisonment without bail or mainprise; and that 
for the third offence, the offender being convict 
as aforesaid, shall suffer death without the benefit 
of the clergy. 

SEC. 2. And be it enacted, that every person 
that shall hereafter profanely swear or curse in the 
presence 3Jld hearing of any magistrate, minister, 
the commissary-general, secretary, sheriff, coroner, 
provincial or county clerll:, vestryman, church
warden, o~ constable, or be convicted thereof be
fore 3JlY magistrate, by the oath of one lawful 
witness, or confession of the party, shall, for . the 
first oath or curse, be fined two shilling and six
pense current money, 3Jld for every oath or curse 
after the first, five shillings like money, to be 
applied to the use aforesaid, 

Sections 3 to 9 relate to drunkards and 
the enforcement of the law. 

SEc. 10. And be it enacted, 'l'hat no person 
whatsoever shall work or do any bodily labor on 
the Lord's day, commonly called Sunday, and that 
no person having children, serv3Jlts or slaves, shall 
command, or wittingly, or willingly suffer any of 
them to do any manner of work or labor on the 
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Lord's ruiy (works of necessity and charity always 
excepted), nor. shall suffer or permit any children, 
servant&; or slaves,. to profane the Lord's day by 
gaming;. fishing, ·fowling, hunting,·. or unlawful 
pastimes or recreations; and that every person 
trat:tsgressing this. act, and being. thereof convict 
by the ·oath of ·one sufficient witness, or confession 
of the party before a single magistrate, shall forfeit 
two hundred pounds of tobacco, to be levied and 
applied as aforesaid. 

SE:c. 11. And be it likewise enacted, That no 
housekeeper shall sell any strong liquor on Sunday 
(ex~pt in ·cases of absolute necessity), or suffer any 
. drunkenness, gaming, or unlawful sports, or recrea
tions, in his or her house, on pain of forfeiting two 
thousand pounds of tobacco to his lordship, one ha1f 
to·the use aforesaid, and the other half to him that 
will sue for the same, to be- recovered by action 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no 
essoin, protection or wager of law shall be al
lowed. 

SEc. 12. And be . it enacted, That every parish 
clerk within this province shall procure a copy of 
this act, which the county clerks are hereby re
quired to suffer the parish clerks to take without 
fee or reward, for which he shall be allowed in the 
parish fifty pounds of tobacco, and that the same 
shall be read four times in a year, viz .. , on some 
Sunday in March, in June, in· September, and in 
December, by every minister within this province, 
in their·respective parish churches, between divine 
service and sermon, on pain of forfeiting one 
thousand pounds of tobacco for every omiseion, one 
half to the lord proprietor, for the use aforesaid, 
and the other half to him that will sue for the same, 
to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or in
formation, wherein no essoin, protection, or wager 
of law shall be allowed.-Laws of .the District of 
Columbia. pp. 136-138, 

These stat~tes have never been either 
repealed or modified by any act of Con
gress. . On the contrary, :provision· has 
been made for their strict enforcement. 
.The Revised Statutes of the District of 
Columbia says:_: 

SEc. 335. It shall be the duty of the board of 
police at all tinies of the day or night within the 
bOundaries of said police district. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Ninth, To see that all laws relating to the observ

ance of Sunday . . . . are promptly enforced; 
and 

Tenth, To enforce and obey all laws and ordi
nances in force in the District, or any part thereof, 
which are properly applicable to police or health, 
and not inconsistent 'with the provisions of this 
chapter.-Revised Statutes District of Columbia 
p. 40. . . 

It therefore stands conclusively :proved 
that the District of Columbia has a full 
and sufficient Sunday law. But there is a 
se~ious difficulty about its enforcement. 
Although according to the act of Congress 
all these laws are of force, they cannot be 
enforced. The first one-the one relating 
to blaspheming is clearly and doubly un
co:q.stitutional, in that (1) in forbidding a 
denial of the Trinity it prohibits the free 
exercise of religion, and (2) it inflicts cruel 
and miusual :punishments. 

Then the Sunday statute being an in
,separable :part of the act, bears upon its 
very face the distinct religious features 
of all such legislation. The Sunday law 
advocates therefore have not the courage 
to undertake the enforcement of a Sunday 
law that stands so distinctly and insepar
ably connected with the barbarisms of a 

religious despotism. Consequently they 
hope to get the provisions of this Sunday 
section separated from its original and , 
proper connection, by advocating the civil
Sunday, and securing the passage by Con-· 
gress of an act to prevent persons being · 
forced to labor on Sunday. · 

By c.omparing the Blair and the Breck
inridge Sunday bills with the. fbregoing. 
Sunday section, it is easy to see the family 
likeness. The Blair bill, Section 5, repro
duces that feature of the old law, Section 
11, which proposes to hire :people to sue the 
man who works on Sunday ; with this 
difference, however, that whereas the old 
law gave halfthe fine imposed for Sunday 
work, i;he Blair bill gives all the earnings, 
of the man who receives pay for Sunday 
work. There is another point in this re_ 
production of the old law that is worthy 
of notice-: if it is not an intentional repro
duction, it is to say the least 

A MOST REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE. 

Section 10, of the existing law imposes 
·a fine of "two hundred pounds of tobacco," 
and· the Breckinridge bill imposes a fine 
of " one hundred dollars;" Section 11, of 
the . existing law imposes a :fine of •" two 
thousand :pounds of tobacco," and Section 
3, of the Blair bill allows a fine of '' one 
thousand dollars." ·Now we find by in
quiry of large dealers in tobacco in this 
city, that the average retail price of aver
age tobacco is fifty cents a pownd. Thus 
the two _hundred pounds of tobacco of 
Section 10, of the existing law, at fifty 
cents a pound make the one hundred dol
lars. of the Breckinridge bill; and the two 
thousand pounds of tobacco of Section 11, 
of the existing law, at fifty cents a pound 

. make the one. thousand dollars of the 
Blair bill! We say again that if this 
:point in the two ~unday bills, now before 
Congress, was not intentional, it is cer
tainly a most remarkable coincidence; while 
the other :points of resemblance between 
the old and the new bear strongly, almost 
irresistibly, to the conclusion that the old 
law was before the eyes and in the minds 
of those who originated the two · Sun
day bills that are now pending in Con
gress. 

What is the use of the Sunday-law ad
vocates any longer talking about "civil" 
Sunday laws? Sunday observance is re
ligious and nothing else. It never was 
anything else and it never can be made 
anything else. Sunday laws are religious 
laws. They are laws enforcing the ob
servance of a religious institution. They 
belong wit:Q. · a,n established religion. 
When, in· the face of the evidence here 
presented, the advocates of Sunday laws, 
either State or national; make the :plea 
that it is only civil Sunday laws that they 
want, the people will know· just what to 
think of the plea. And, in view of the 
evidence here presented, when men advo- · 
cate a Sunday law, either State or na
tional, upon any :plea whatever, the :people 

may knowjust what estimate'to :put upon 
the plea, and also upon the men who make 
lli ~ T. ~ 

--,---·----
General Birney's Speeph. 

WE here present the speech of General 
A. A: Birney, of Washin!?ton City, on 
taking the chair to :preside at the citizens' 
meeting, held in that city, Tuesday even
ing, January 28, 1890. General Birney is 
a son of Hon. J. G. Birney, who ran for 
president on the Abolition ticket, in 1840 
and 1844. He fought through the war, in 
which he honorably won distinction; and, 

· as his e~cellent speech shows, still stands. 
for the rights and liberties of all men 
under the Constitution. The General's 
comments 'are all the more valuable l:J>S he 
is one or the leading lawyers of the Capi
tal City. On taking the chair the General 
said:-

I have been requested to open the 
meeting, by stating its object. This meet
ing is called by citizens whq are opposed 
to a bill offered to the House of Repre
sentatives, o:ri the 6th inst., by Mr. Breck
inridge, entitled, "A Bill to prevent per
sons from being forced to labor on Sunday." 
It was intended by those who called the 
meeting, to give a fair hearing for the 
friends of the bill; and, for that purpose, 
the invitation was extended: to any one, 
who desired to do so, to speak in its favor. 

I believe it is· customary for the chair
man to announce whether he is in favor 
of or opposed to the position and object 
of the meeting. As I have not already 
given in my adhesion, and. have not had 
time; since rece:lving notice, to :prepare 
myself, I have written a little memoran
dum which I hope will be instructive and 
suggestive. On an analysis of this bill, I 
find the following' to be its :prominent fea
tures. It prohibits all secular work with 
two exceptions-"Works of necessity or 
mercy," and "Any person or :persons who. 
shall conscientiously believe in and ob~ 
serve any other day of the week than 
Sunday, as a day of rest." 

Now, a plain interpretation of this law, 
would render unlawfu.l, the running of 
street-cars, railroad-cars and steamboats 
on Sunday; also the d~:mvery of letters· or 
telegrams on Sunday, or even· driving 
carriages to church on Sunday. All these 
and similar questions, would be referred 
to a police judge to decide. · The services 

. of a :paid janitor or salaried organist of a 
church, or a third party Prohibitionist 
meeting would need to be passed upon, as 
to whether secular or religious, !\.S such 
meetings are frequently held, and such 
labor :performed upon Sunday. The inter
vention of :policemen might also be called 
in. In the second place, could a profes~ 
sional surgeon receive pay for his Sunday 
labor? Would a :professional :physician 
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and surgeon attend upon a patient with 
very great alacrity on Sunday, if he had 
no expectation of being paid for it? 
, !V"here do you draw the line between 
1"hat is necessary, and what is not neces
sary ? If I get my cook to prepare me a 
warm meal o11 Sunday, shall my cook and 
I be :fined a hundred dollars for that? 

Again, who is to decide as to whether a 
person~s belief is "conscientious" or not? 
This would be akin to the work of the 
Inquisition. And thus, any one woultil 
have the means of gratifying malice, 
private spite and pflrsonal revenge. 

What is the necessity for such a law":in 
the District of Col~mbia? .The people of 
this District have their ·faults, but labor
ing .on Sunday cannot be considered .one of 
them. We liave some 200 churches in 
thi~:~ city, lp.rg.e, and well :filled, on Sunday; 
and. there is ilot a better church-going 
people in }he United States tha:ri the peo
ple of W~shington City. The sound of 
the trowel is not heard, and building is 
su~pended on Sunday, and the rights of 
church -going people are respected here in 
Washington, equally with those of any 
city ~n ·the Union. · 

T:}lis .sort of legislation belongs to days 
which are passed. In the. early days of 
Maryland and New England, there was 
a g.ood. deal of it. There is now, on the 
,Sttlitute books of this District, an old 
Maryland law which has never been re
pealed, under which, a person convicted 
of "blasphemy" received the mark "B" 
in his forehead, signifying ''blasphemer" 
(re11ding statute of date, October 26, 1723). 
I see some here, who would stand a bad 
chance under that law,--'-for. instance, my 
friend Dr. Shippen, pastor of the Unitarian 
Qhurch. I have read this law verbatim, 
because the present bill of Mr. Breckin
ridge seems to have been taken from it. 

Now, a:re we ready to go back 167 years 
in our legislation, to revive a law that has 
been rejected by the common sense of our 
ancestors? Such a law may be in place· 
in countries where there is a union of 
Church and State, but it is out of place in 
th~s country, where no attempts upon the 
liberties of the citizen should be tolerated. 

Now, the only principle upon which a 
line of this bill could be justified, would 
be a "sanitary" principle: that is, assum
ing that it is necessary for l).ealth, that a 

. man should rest one day out of seven, 
assuming also that it .is the duty of Con
gress to see that he does. not labor more 
than the six days, and to prescribe a cer
tain, day on which he· should not work. 
But that theory has not been sustained 
by the courts, besides, a great many men 

. don't need that restraint. They have 
plenty of rest, and a council of physicians 
would hardly say that it was necessary 
for them to rest on a certain day out of 
the. seven. 

But the billis sought to be.justi:fied, by 
the principle that religious congregations 
should not be disturbed; but such con-

gregations are already amply protected by 
law. 

I now introduce the :first speaker of the 
evening. 

The District of Columbia Sunday-Law 
Convention. 

THE Sunday-law convention for the Dis
trict of Columbia, met January 30 and 
31, in the Foundry Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Washington, D. C.-the same 
church that was festooned December 11-
13, 1888, with the names of fourteen mil
lion petitioners which they didn't have. 
It was not festooned at all this time. 

There were two lines of discussion that 
were made so conspicuous from the be
ginning to the erid of the convention, as 
to take precedence of everything else. 
These two were, the strong favor to the 
religious Sunday, and the strong denun
ciations of the Seventh-day Adventists. 

The convention, as advertised, was held 
in the interests of "the American Civil 
Sabbath," but as often as anything was 
said in favor of a civil day, it was promptly 
met and contradicted by strong arguments 
for a religious day and for legislation in 
the interests of religion and the Church. 

The very :first speech made in the con
vention distinctly named the Seventh-day 
Adventists, and denounced them as the 
strongest opponents of Sunday laws, who 
are spreading literature everywhere, and 
who are holding conventions and sending 
speakers throughout the country; and 
from that moment to the end of the con
vention there was not ·one meeting~ and 
but very few speeches, in which the same 
thing was not kept up, and at times most 
bitterly. This was so manifest as to 
create in the minds of many an inquiry to 
know who are the Seventh-day Advent
ists? and why it should be that a people 
who were declared to be so few as to 'be 
"less than seven-tenths of one per cent." 
could be of so much importance as to 
occupy so much of the attention of the 
convention. 

The :first meeting, Thursday evening 
at 7: 30, was opened with the reading of 
Deuteronomy 5: 6, and prayer by Rev. 
A. W. Pitzer. In the prayer he said to 
the Lord, " Thou hast commanded that 
one-seventh of man's time shall be cut 
off to be devoted to God." '' Bless this 
Association in its endeavor to bring all 
to tlie recognition of God." And thus 
the convention was launched in the :in
terests of the "civil Sabbath." 

The :first speech was by Mr. Crafts, who 
gave what he said were facts as to the 
origin of the movement to secure a Sunday 

·law for the District of Columbia. He 
said that the Woman's Christian Temp
ranee Union, in the endeavor to prevent 
further scandal in the matter of digging 
in the streets on Sunday, learned that 
there was no law to prevent servile labor 
on the Sabbatli. This is partially true 

of the city of Washington, but as the 
foregoing columns show, it is not true of 
the District of Columbia; and the District 
law is of force in the city. He next 
entered a complaint of dishonorable "war
fare, against the citizens' meeting which 
had been held in the city to discuss the 
Breckinridge bill. He laid all this to the 
blame of the Seventh-day Adventists, and 
siad that the exception in their favor in the 
Breckinridge bill is ''generous to a fault. 
If there is any fault in the bill it is in 
being too generous" to those who observe 
another day than Sunday.· He then de
clared that he spoke "for honorable war
fare;" but when requested by a Luthern 
pastor of the city to allow him to say a 
few words upon the bill, Mr .. Crafts 
promptly and decidedly informed him 
that "This is not a debating club," and 
that he could not speak in the convention. 
And when the editor of the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL had been denounced personally 
by name by one of the speakers, and he 
calmly requested, merely as a matter of 
privilege, to be allowed· to reply to the 
personality, he was threatened with arrest. / 
And that is the kind of honorable warfare 
that is characteristic of the American 
Sabbath Union. 

The next speech was by Hon. N elt'\Oll R. 
Dingley, M. C., from Maine. His was a 
religious speech throughout. It was for 
"the Sabbath as God gave it." It was for 
the enforced observance of the " Christian 
Sabbath." He declared that "the Chris
tian Sabbath is made for man;" and that 
"where you find a young man who dis
regards worship and the Sabbath, you 
find the moral :fibre of the young man is 
weakened"; and that this "is a question 
that will grow until the whole Nation shall 
realize that the Christian Sabbath and 
free government stand or fall together." 

The next speech was by Hon. James 
Buchanan, M. C., of New Jersey. He 
began with a little passage between him· 
self and Mr. Crafts involving certain 
points in the game of whist, which we 
do not understand. He then said he be
lieved most thoroughly in the separation 
of Church and State,· but not of morals 
and the State. He said he is a Baptist, 
and remembers the evils inflicted upon 
the Baptists in Colonial days, and con
sequently he "cannot vote for the Sunday 
bill for the observance of the Christian 
Sabbath but can vote for such a bill com
pelling one day of rest in seven; I cannot 
vote for it as the law of God, but can vote 
for it for the good of my fellowmen." Mr. 
Buchanan seems to think that the effect 
of such a bill will depend altogether upon 
the sense in which he votes ··tpr it. But 
when the bill is religious in itself, and 
those who framed it and who work most 
for it do so because it is religious, and 
because it is the law of God, his voting 
for it ''for the good of men," will. not in 
the least deprive it of its religious charac
ter. And when the legislation works only 
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fol' evil and for oppression, the orpression 
will not be relieved a particle, 1 nor can 
Mr. Buchanan relieve himself of the re
sponsibility, by any such plea a~ that he 
voiled for it for another purposb. It is 
a thing that pleases 'the leadet:S in this 
cause, as much as anything else ban, that 
such men as Mr. Buchanan, and lanybody 
else who ca,n be induced to suppott it, will 
work for it and vote for it, £:or other 
reasons and for another object tbjan those 
for which the promoters of it :ikJ,tend to 
use it. Th}s only makes so ntuch the 
more certain the passage of the bill. The 
enactment of the law which puts power 
into their hands is what they wtant, and 
whatever' will help to accomplisl\t that is 
pleasing to them, it matters not that the 
reason is for which it is done. •. If Mr. 
Buchanan really remembers the! oppres
sion of the Baptists in Colonial pays, he 
can easily remember that this o:gpression 
was visited on . them for the sam~ reason 
precisely that he proposes to vote ~or Sun
day laws-" for humanity's sake!~·· 

The next speaker was Rev. J: Hlr Elliott, 
·· D. D. of Washington City. B)e spoke 

on "Civil Sunday Laws" from ~he text, 
" Sundays Excepted," as. it stahds in the 
Constitution of· the ·United Stat~s' He 
argued for the constitutionality! of na
tional Sunday laws, from the prpcedents 
of the State Constitutions, statu~es and 
decisions; but betrayed the na)ture of 
such laws by saying that the Con$titution 
of Massachusetts omitted the phra~e "Sun
days excepted," but atoned for tl\.e omis
sion by requiring that the goverlllor shall 
be a Christian: and further by 11rguing 
that when .Congress adopted the ]laws of 
Maryland, as the laws of the 'Di~trict of 
Columbia, it adopted the Sunday',}aws of 
Maryland. (Yes it did, and see what else 
was adopted in company with !Sunday 
laws, which fully shows the certain re
ligious nature of Sunday laws.) H~ closed 
his speech on civil: Sunday laws bylthe fol
lowing peroration, "When our sh~ps furl 
their sails in the harbors of the islan<!l.s of the 
sea, we want the Sabbath still;ness te tell of 
the day of rest and of the Nat10n's (!iod." 

The next speaker was Rev. !George 
Elliot, author of "The Abiding Sap bath," 
and pastor of the church where t~e con
'\T€mtion was held. The importapt part 
of his speech was his denunciatio~ of the 
chief opponents of Sunday laws~ as "a 
little sect of narrow-minded bigo s, who 
h~ve joined hands with atheists, ecular
ests; a. nd foul-mouthed socialists, tp strike 
down the institution which we arel,asking 

·the people to preserve, by the vilest meth-
ods of J esuitislil and falsehood, b~ bare
faced misrepresentation and by the 1~eepest 
intrigue." This he explained was "o~ly pro
phetic fury," and regretted that tllte ~ime 
would not allow of his pouring ou~ much 
more of the same kind, of. -which I he was 
evidently brim full. · With this gentle 
display of "prophetic fury " the first 
meeting adjourned. 

The meeting Thursday forenoon was 
opened by Chaplain Butler, of the United 
States Senate, with the reading ·of Ps. 
97, and Matt. 12:1-12; and with prayer 
in which he asked the Lord to "Bless all 
this work that we may have the God-ap
pointed day, and that the Sabbath may 
be kept holy. May the President and 
Cabinet, and both houses of Congress be 
of one heart with us in bringing about the 
observance of the day." And so the work 
in behalf of the civil Sabbath was taken 
up again. 

The subject for discussion at this meet
ing was "The Best Methods of Sabbath 
Reform Work." It was opened by Mrs. 
Catlin, of the Woman's Christian Temper
ance Union, who spokevery briefly. The 
next was by Mr. L. C. Inglis, of the 
Maryland Sunday Association. His also 
was a religious speech and argument 
tHroughout. He said· that " to distin
guish between the commandment of God 
and the welfare of man was only to make 
a distinction without a difference." He 
said, that first, the work must begin with 
the Church and that "the gospel is the 
panacea for all these ills;" and second, 
must have als.o the aid of "the restraining 
power of law, and even this is to be viewed 
as educative." He closed with th'iJ read
ing of Isaiah 58: 13, 14. 

The next speech was by Mr. Crafts, 
who began by saying that t:J;tey were, 
"trying to meet the Seventh-day Ad
ventists by two methods," the first of 
which is "a syndicate of contributors," 
through what is known among printers 
as the patent inside. This is matter writ
ten, set up and stereotyped, and then sent 
out to the newspapers that print that kind 
of matter. That is a most excellent place 
to put the productions of the American 
Sunday Law Union, becaus~ hardly one 
person in a dozen who understands that 
process ever reads a patent inside. The 
other " method" is by the publication of 
quarterly documents by the Union itself.· 
The question was then asked him, " Is it 
proposed in the minds of those who favor 
this law, to stop at once all street cars? 
And is it to run out into and cover all 
those things which are n~w done under 
what is known as secular work. And 
how is it to be enforced?" The answer 
was that "the enforcement of the .law 
will be for the commissioners and police. 
And if they fail to enforce it then citizens 
will form law and order leagues. Street 
cars, etc., will fall under the phrase sec
ular or else mercy and necessity;" but the 
running of street cars is not necessary 
"because they take more people away 
from church than they bring to it." 

The next thing in order was the election 
of seven additional members of the District 
Committee and the officers of the District 
Union. The seven additional members 
were elected by two, and the officers by 
three, unanimous votes,. and that is all the 
votes that were given. 

The afternoon meeting was begun with 
a speech by Mr. Crafts on "The Two War 
Measures-Sunday mails and. Sunday 
trains." This was followed by an address 
-the only real fair-minded, consistent ad
dress of the whole convention-by Rev. 
T. S. Hamlin, D.D., of Washington City. 
He said, ''The law ought not to control the 
resting of one seventh part of time. But 
to have an unbroken Sabbath if we want 
it, and how we shall use it when we have 

"it, these are matters for individual de
cision. The chief danger to the observance 
of the Lord's day is not from the breaking 
Of law, nor from the lack of law, but from 
the social customs of society. There is 
growing up a social movement that chooses 
to spend the morning at worship, and that 
much in a perfunctory way; and then 
spend the afternoon in social pleasure. 
Dinners are given, receptions are held. 
This cannot be reached by law. It is a 
matter of individual concern. The law 
caJ+not say that I shall not give a dinner 
or accept an invitation. I do not agree 
with the constitution of the Sabbath Union. 
In the freedom of Christianity we are left 
each one to use the day for his own good. 
There is nothing said as to whether we 
shall go to church, or read the Bible, or 
what we shall do." "In this District, 
without law; there is a remarkable observ
ance of the day of rest. People who have 
traveled much tell me that Washington is 
phenomenal in its observance of the Lord's 

·day." . 
The next s.peech was by Rev. James 

Stacey, D.D., of Newman, Georgia. This 
speec:l;t was wholly religio~s. He 'said, 
''These are two war measures indeed! War
ing against the Church. The Sunday train 
and the Sunday newspaper are the worst 
instruments of the powers of darkness." 
He likEimed. these to "The kangaroo leap
ing from his lair, and without any signs 
of satiety sucks its [the Sunday's] life
blood." This was exceedingly apt, espe
cially as the kangaroo is a ruminant-eats 
herbage and chews the cud! He declared 
that "the commandment was not primarily 
to rest, but to worship. And as the Con
stitution guarantees the right to worship, 
we demand that it also guarantee the time. 
For what use is the right to worship with
out the time ? " 

,The next speech was by Rev. Sylvanus 
Stall, of Baltimore. His, also, was. wholly 
religious. He declared that "God on Sinai 
said 'Remember the. Sabbath day to keep 
it holy,' and therB is no necessity now that 
there was not then. From Saturday night 
at 12 to Sunday night at 12, let the day be 
so observed." "If corporations have nei
ther souls nor characters, individuals have 
both; and if corporations cannot appear 
at the throne of God, .the men who hold 
the stock must." ''Back of this question 
lies.the voice of the Almighty. It cannot 
.be decided by argument: God has not left 
this question to human reason. God has 
declared 'Remember the Sabbath day to 



THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 53 

keep it holy,' and there it stands, because 
• God has declared it. Right shall prevail. 
. The civil Sa,bbath shall be preserved. Let 
those in the Senate· and House, who are 
afraid, stand aside. Let those who stand 
for God and right a'nd humanity stand, 
and God will give the victory~ It is God's 
cause, and it must prevail." 

The next speech was by Mr. Dewey, of 
the Knights of Labor, who.declared that 
they "want two days,-one for worship 
and one for rest"; and (he did not say 
here but he has said it before) they want 
full pay for both days-seven days' pay 
for :five d~ys' work. 

The next speaker was Rev. L. W. Bates,· 
of Georgetown, D. 0. His speech was also 
entirely religious, based the Sunday on 
·religious grounds, and demanded it for re-

·. ligious reasons. He calls for the Sunday 
law hecause, "Thus saith the Lord. God 

· has told U.s liow to keep the Sabbath. It is 
as binding on us as it was. on Moses: I 
would deprecate the duty of attending 
the funeral of· one of the members of my 
church who had met his death while en
gaged in Sunday plea,sure." 

The evening meeting was addressed by 
the Rev. F; D. Power, D.D., of Washing
ton; Re"'. W. 'A. Bartlett, D.D.; Ron. 0. 
P. Wickham, M. C.,• of Ohio; and Hon. 
Elijah A. Morse, M. C., of·Massachusetts. 
Dr. Power argu.,ed strongly for the govern
mental enforcement of the .Christian Sab
bath, in return for the good the Church 
does, and the help it is to the State. He 
said, "God will n'ot hold that man nor 
that nation guiltl~ss which despises his 
grace." 

Dr. Bartlett urged the Sal:fuath as a 
Christian institution, and laws for its en
forcement, :'because it is the conservator 
good government." 

Mr. Wickham declared that "what day 
shall be observed has nothing at all to do 
with this question or this convention. We 
must keep within the civil bounds. This 
is a civil act. If we put this in human 
law, it must be o.n human ground. It comes 
within the police power. It has no rela-

. tion to the religious observance of a day." 
I;le then read from a decision written by 

. Allen G. Thurman, when a member of the 
Supreme Court of Ohio, to the effect that 
Sunday laws do not rest on a religious 
basis; and which, to sustain its statements, 
cites decisions of Pennsylvania and South 
Carolina which do rest on a religious basis 
wholly. 

The last speech of the convention was 
by Mr. Morse, who traced the Puritan 
Sunday back through the Dark Ages to 
Constantine, and declared that it in com
mon with the commands "Thou shalt not 
kill," and '~Thou shalt not steal," is ''of di
vine origin." He declared that to reform 
the wicked city of Nineveh,J onah preached 
to them to "Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor 
and do all thy work, but the seventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God." And 

to reform the city of Babylon, Daniel did 
the same thing. He then said, "Behold, 
I set before you this day a blessing and a 
curse: A blessing, if ye obey the command
ments of the Lord your God, which I com
mand you this day; and a curse, if ye will 
not obey the commandments of the Lord 
your God. 

"When the street railroad compelled men 
to break the fourth commandment, they 
had next to invent bell-punches to keep 
them from breaking the eighth. Who 
knows but what if the car-wheels and lo
comotives had rested on the preceding 
Sunday that terrible accident would not 
have happened?" "When, in my grand
father's day, in Midland, Massachusetts, 
they begun the Sabbath at sundown Satur
day night, the people could go to sleep 
without fear. Now we have to buy locks 
for our doors." And then in a Puritan 
sing-song tone, he said, ''I will stand in 
my place and vote for any 'law to prevent 
the desecration of the holy Sabbath. 

'Day of all the week the best, 
Emblem of eternal rest. ' 

'If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call 
the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honor
able; j.tnd shalt honor him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thi:ne own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine 'own words: then shalt thou delight thyself 
in the. Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the 
high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 

. heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it.' " 

A vote was then taken on instructing 
the officers of the convention to indorse 
the Breckinridge biU for the assembly. 
The noes were as loud and about as nu
merous as were the ayes; but the chair
man got clear of that by coolly deciding 
that those who voted against it were not 
members of the convention; and therefore 
their report in the paper was that the bill 
"was indorsed unanimously by a rising 
vote." 

Thus was conducted and thus was closed 
the convention held in the interests of 
"the American civil Sabbath." A. T. J. 

• For Policy's Sake. 

THE Freethinkers profess to be decidedly 
opposed to Sunday laws everywhere. Yet 
the Truth Seeker reports from ''a friend" 
in the Washington Legislature, the follow
ing words:-

A majority of both houses are really Freethinkers 
but many of them are also politicians, and would 
make no break that would hurt their politics; but 
yet I an1. in hopes, and encouraged to think that I 
can get through a Sunday law that will be quite 
liberaL I am convinced that the majority of the 
members would pro:;fer none, but for policy's sake, 
we wjll have to have something. 

Tl1e politician takes precedence of the 
free thinker there. The Freethinkers are 
much like many other folk with whom 
they find so much fault. The Truth Seeker 
very properly remarks, that "comment on· 
that state of things is almost superfluous." 
The American Secular Union needs to 

hurry along with its one thousand-dollar 
prize. manual of "the purest principles 
of morality." It is much needed in the 
Washington Legislature right now. 

Was it "Orthodox?" 

AT Marshalltown, Iowa, there is a Sol
diers' Home for the veterans of the 
late war. The ministers of the different 
denominations in that town hold Sun
day services at the Home, in rotation. At 
least this has been so until lately; but 
it happens that there is a Universalist 
minister in that place, and the other min
isters, considering themselves to be "or
thodox," and recognizing one another as 
orthodox, not long since so revised the 
constitution of the Ministerial Association 
as to exclude the Universalist minister 
from membership, and then by a re
arrangement in which only themselves 
were included, and by which they occu
pied all the time, they excluded the Uni
versalist minister from prf?aching at the 

'Soldiers' Home. ·In this transaction they 
had the consent of the commandant of 
the Home. 

As soon as the· veterans discovered this 
'trick there was a vigorous protest. Al
though a majority sanctioned the arrang!J
ment of the orthodox ministers,. a large 
minority were decidedly outspoken against 
it, and announced through the press, serv
ing notice also to the orthodox ministers, 
that they "would march en masse to town 
on Sunday to attend the services of the 
Universalist minister, taking care to file 
past all the other churches, just as the 
worshipers were gathering." This they 
declared they would do if the weather 
would permit. Unfortunately the follow
ing Sunday was so very rainy that it was 
impossible for them to carry out their pro

. test against what they termed "evangel
ical dictation." 

Besides this, the State convention of 
Universalists at Waterlbo, Iowa, took up 
the matter, and expressed their sentiments 
in the following preamble and resolu
tions:-

WHEREAS, It has been published abroad that the 
Ministerial Association of the city of Marshalltown, 
Iowa, has, with the consent of the superintend
ent of the Soldiers' Home, located at that city, de
prived the Rev. T. W. Woodrow, a Universalist min
ister in good standing and a settled pastor in said 
city of Marshalltown, from preaching at said Sol
diers' Home at the usual hour of holding divine ser
vice there in regular rotation with the clergy of that 
city termed orthodox, thus practically excluding 
him from holding any religious services at said Sol
diers' Home; and 

WHEREAS, 'fhe veterans domiciled in said Sol
diers' Home have in -large numbers requested the 
services of Mr. Woodrow at said Soldiers' Home at 
the usual hour and in regular order with the other 
clergymen', which request has been refused, there
fore be it 

Resolved, By the Executive Board of Universalist 
Convention of Iowa, in session at Waterloo, January 
8, 1890, that we condemn the action of said super
intendent.of the Soldiers' Home and the Ministerial 
Association of Marshalltown as subversive of re
ligious liberty, contrary to the spirit of the age, and 
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as a violation of the right of loyal citizens of Iowa 
to worship God after the dictates of their own con
sciences; and we request the Governor of .the State 
and the State Legislature, soon to convene, to inquire 
into this act of religious proscription; and we ask 
that they take the necessary action to secure to all. 
Christian ministers equal privileges in the various 
public institutions of the State. 

That the president of the convention, F . .A. Bor
ner; Rev. J. H. Palmer, of Cedar Rapids; Rev. M. 
H. Houghton, of Dubuque; and 0. M. Barrows, of 
Marshalltown, be a committee to investigate this 
whole .matter; and if necessary. to the securing of 
our rights, to carry the matter to the Governor of 
the State, to the State Legislature, or into the courts, 
to the end that no citizen of our great State shall. be 
defrauded of his religious liberty; and that equality 
before the law in all. matters of faith and worship 
shall be in Iowa not only a theory, but an intrenched 
and irrefragable fact. . 

This is an illustration in miniature of 
wha,t would follow the adoption of such 
an amendment to the United States Con
stitution as Senator Blair has proposed, to 
secure the teaching of principles of Chris
tianity in the public schools. And if the 
''orthodox" would do such a thing as this, 
where so little a thing is at stake as one 
preaching service a week in only one Sol
diers' Home, what would they not do 
when national power and influence were 
the prizes to be contended for? A. T. J. 

--------. ~--------
Some Good Advice. 

THE Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union convention is made up of women 
of high character and lofty aspiration; of 
women who do not hesitate to point to 
themselves as models of Christian conduct 
and charity. .They cannot afford to de
scend to the methods or to manifest the 
spirit of the low-grade and bitterly parti
san ward meetings. Neither Miss Willard 
nor any of her associates can afford to 
speak with the recklessness or the heat 
of the stump-speaker, aiming only at pres
ent effect. There is a special call 
for honesty on their part in their dealing 
with men and women. They must remem
ber that liquor-flelling and liquor-drinking 
are not .the only sins in the world. Accord
ing to St. Augustine "all selfishness is 
sin, and all sin is selfishness." 

The women of the convention who pro
fess to speak for 140,000 other women can 
not afford to adopt the narrow po~icy of 
looking only at the welfare or the reputa
tion of their own members. They are on 
trial, like other people.' They will stand 
or fall as they are honest or dishonest, 
just or unjust, charitable or uncharitable. 
They must remember that they are not a 
mutual admiration society, to be fed on 

. self-praise, and with license to judge and 
punish all who differ with them. Self-
praise is well enough in its way, but it will 
not make a record before the public. To 
announce a good purpose is commendable, 
but a mere announcement is but a step to
ward accompHshment. · 

The people expect a good deal of the 
. Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 

They have been grievously disappointed. 

If they lose faith in the high purpose and , 
Christian spirit of the organization the 
tide will soon turn. We desire, we strongly 
desire, that the people keep their faith in 
theW oman's Christian Temperance Union, 

. and that the organization have long life 
to accomplish great good. Hence this plain 
speech.-- Inter- Ocean. 

A Question of Law and Conscience. 

ON Fifth Avenue, New York City, a line 
of stages run instead of street-cars. Col. 
Elliott F. Shepard is one of the principal 
stockholders of this stage company, and 
has been able to control sufficient of the 
stock to stop the running of the stages on 
the A venue on Sunday; but a move has 
lately been made to have the commission
ers of the Sinking Fund to force the com
pany to run its stages on Sunday on the 
Avenue. Mr. Shepard is also owner of 
the Mail and Express, a daily evening. 
paper of this city. January 8th, in an 
editorial, he plead for the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund not to "attempt to 
force the Fifth A venue Transportation 
Company to run their st'ages on Sunday." 
From the editorial it seems that those who 
are trying to get the stages to run on Sun
day are Hebrew stockholders in the com
pany; beca~se the plea is specially directed 
to Hebrews. One of his arguments; direct
ed to the Hebrew stockholders, is this:-

To compel the working of two hundred or three 
hundred men would not only be a direct violation 
of the fourth commandment, which both Hebrews 
and Christians agree is binding upon human con
science, etc. • 

When we read this we were led to think 
thus: Mr. Elliott F. Shepard cites the 
fourth commandment, and says that it is 
binding upon the human conscience. When 
that commandment was given by the Lord 
on the tables of stone, it was given to the 
Hebrew. people; and the Lord, by three 
special acts weekly, continued for nearly 
forty years, kept before the minds of the 
Hebrew people the day that he would have 
observed in obedience to that command
ment. From that time till this, the He
brew people have been knowiJ. as the ob
servers of that day. Now most .Christians 
observe a different day from that named 
in the comroandment: a different day from 
the one which the Lord himself taughtthe 
Hebrew people to observe in obedience to 
the commandment. These Christians do 
not pretend that God has changed the 
commandment; because they print and 
quote it still as it was written when given 
to the Hebrew people. Now the question 
is, Does that commandment, as the Lord 
gave it, bind the conscience of the Hebrew 
to one thing and the conscience' of the 
Christian to another thing? Do the same 
words bind the conscience of the Hebrew 
to the observance of the seventh day, and 
the conscience of the Christian to the ob
servance of the :first day? Is it a charac
teristic of law, whether human or divine, 

in the same words precisely, to bind one 
person to one thing and another person to 
a different thing? 

Nor did the Hebrews have anychoice in 
the matter. They were shut up under the 
penalty of death to the observance of the 
day which they did observe and which 
they yet observe. The observance of that 
particular day was made distinctly binding 
upon the conscience of the Hebrews. Now, 
as Colonel Shepard adri:tits that that same 
coillmandment, in the same words, is bind
ing upon the conscience of the Christian, 
how is it that it does not bind the con
science of the Christian to the observance 
of the same day that it bound the con
science of the Hebrew? Is it true that 
God is a respecter of persons, and is easier 
upon the conscience of a Christian than he 
is upon the conscience of a Hebrew? Does 
that commandment in the same words 
bind the conscience of the Christian to do 
o'n a certain day the very things which the 
conscience of the Hebrew was bound not 
to do? Is the divine law so fast and loose 
a thing as that? Is the Lord of law and 
of conscience so loose in his requirements 
as to conscientious obedience, as Mr. Shep
ard's view would make him to be? 

Another argument that Mr. Shepard 
use,s is this :- <t 

Hebrews will. see that if the company were com
pelled to run their stages on Sunday then a large 
force of the drivers and other ·workmen would lose 
the rest of one-seventh part of their time; for it 
would be an impossibility in a community where 
such a preponderating majority are Christians for 
the stages to be stopped running on Saturday. 

But if the Christians cannot stop the 
stages ~nning on Saturday why do they 
insi_st that the Hebrews shall stop them on 
Sunday? Is the conscience of the Chris
tian more sacred than the conscience of a 
Hebrew? And is it true that the majority 
is to rule in matters of conscience? Is the 
majority not only to do according to the 
dictates of its conscience, but shall it com
pel the minority to conform to the dictates 
of the majority conscience? This is anti
Christian, as all the principles and the. 
work of the American Sabbath Union 
are. A. T. J. 

Keep the Constitution Intact. 

REFERRING to the Blair Sunday bill, 
the Cokato (Minn.) Observer .says:-

"In view of the work that is being done 
to accomplish the passage of ,this bill it is 
time that its opponents should take the 
matter in hand and speak with no uncer• 
tain voice against its passage. There is 
one thing that the :American cit:fzen feels 
especial pride in, and that is the religious 
freedom vouchsafed to us in the Constitu
tion. Let us keep . this intact and not 
entrust . our representatives in Congress 
with questions concerning our spiritual· 
welfare but leave that matter to ourselves 
and our God." 
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for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

THE Secretary 'of the Philadelphia Sun
day-law Association, Rev. T. A. Fernley, 
reports that there are in that city "283 
Personal Liberty Leagues, repreJ3enting 
35,000 men, who will next autumn show 
their hand in politics" in opposition to 
Sunday laws. Can the Church carry on' 
a political contest with such an element 
as that and keep herself pure ? Merely to 
eontemplate such a prospect ought to 
convince the Church instantly and once 
for· ali that such is not the field where 
she is to put forth her efforts. 

WE have full verbatim reports of all. 
the speeches made in the Washington 
City Sunday Law Convention. As soon 
as we can get them turned from short
hand into type-written copy, we hope to 
print them with comments, in the SENTI
NEL if possible. The speeches are so 
thoroughly reprPsentative of the move
ment we want all our readers· to have 
them. They may, however, prove to be 
too long to print in the SENTINEL with 
the necessary comments. If that should 
be the case we hope to be able to issue 
them as a number of the Sentinel Library. 

ONE of the chiefest sophistries of the 
Sunday-law advocates is couched in the 
would-be innocent inquiry, "If Congress 
has the right to say that eight hours shall 
be a day's work, why has it not the right 
also to say that six days shall be a week's 
work?" To this there are several answers: 

1. In making eight hours a day's work, 
~ongi-ess does not attempt to define what 
particular hours shall compose the day, 
as it is asked to do in the enactment of a 
Sunday law. 

2. Congress does not declare that if 
anybody works more than eight hours for 
a day he shafl be fined one hundred or a 
thousand dollars, as it is asked to do in 
the enactment of a Sunday law. 

3 .. These men have never asked, nor 
has it ever been proposed by anybody, 
that Congress shall say that six days shall 
be a week's work. 

Let Congress, in order to make eig.ht 
hours a day's work, undertake to enact a 
law declaring that no person or corpora
tion shall perform, or authorize to be per
formed, any secular work, labor, or busi
. ness, except works of necessity or mercy; 
nor sh~.tll any person engage in any play, 

game, or amusement or recreation; nor 
shallany mails or mail matter be handled 
or transported in time of peace ; nor shall 
there be any military or naval drills, .mils-· 
ters or parades, except assemblies for the 
due and orderly observance of religious 
worship; before eight o'Clock A. M.; be-
tween twelve o'clock M. and one o'clock 
P. M.; or after five o'clock P. M.; of any 
day-let Congress attempt to enact such 
a law as that, and we think the people 
could readily see the difference whether 
the preachers would or not. 

IT will be of interest to those who have 
supposed from the representations of Mr. 
Crafts and his co-workers that the working 
men were everywhere clamoring for a 
national Sunday law to kn.ow tliat instead 
of shouting themselves hoarse for the 
Blair Sunday bill, tl1e Trades Union of 
Syracuse, New York, at a meeting held in 
that city, on the 28th ult., adopted resolu
tions against that measure. 
· We derive our information from the 
Syracuse Evening Herald, of January 29, 
which also ·states that the City Hall had 
been named as the place for a mass meet
ing in opposition to Sunday .and other 
religious legislation, but it has been de
cided that a larger auditorium must be 
procured. The American Sabbath Union 
should at once send some one to Syracuse 
to,look after their fences and instruct the 
laboring men more perfectly in the way 
of National Reform. They are evidently 
laboring under the impression that they · 
can rest when tired without a law of Con
gress to tell them when to rest and how 
they shall rest. 

AT Ottowa, Canada, a great stir has 
been created among the ones who want 
to be religious for others as well as them
selves, because of the playing of the game 
of '' hockey" within the grounds of the 
Governor-General. This is a game of 
ball, played with a club having a curved 
end. One of the prominent ones of the 
opposition put their case in the following 
statement: -

As a member of the Christian religion in tllis 
city, I must enter my protest against the practice 
lately introduced of hockey at Rideau Hall on 
Sunday. The fact that young men are a8ked seems 
so like a command that it requires some fortitude 
to refuse, and when clergymen's sons and bald
headed old men are both seen there desecrating the 
Lord's day the public ought to take steps towards 
discountenancing such proceedings. 

The other side, by one of the Governor
General's staff, state their side ~f the· case 
thus:-

I do not understand why the people of Canada 
swuld interfere in what is purely a private matter. 
If Lord Stanley sees no harm in hockey playing on · 
Sunday I cannot see that Canadians have any right 
to say what day shall be set apart for recreation 
at the. Government House. His Excellency has 
English precedent that the people at home do not 
regard a game· of hockey on Sunday as so very 
criminal. 

We should say to the opposition there, 

if it requires . more fortitude than your 
young men ha:Ve to refuse to play ball on 
Sunday the best thing you can do is to 
cultivate in them sufficient fortitude to en
able them to refuse. 

; THE delegates to the world's Sunday 
School Convention, held in London last 
summer, address~d a communication to 
all th~ crowned heads of Europe, in which 
they "ear,nestly petitioned their majesties, 
by the use of their personal influence and 
constitutional power, to 'secure for the. 
day of weekly rest the place given it in 
that decalogue. which all Christian lands 
recognize, and for the good of the people, 
and for the glory of God, promote its 
recognition as a delight, holy unto the 
Lord.'" The Czar of Russia has his. con
stitutional· machinery in quite good work
ing order for complying with the petition. 
But how will it work with the Sultan of. 
Turkey? Is he considered a crowned 
head or did they leave him out? 

JANUARY 27, the directors of the Young 
Men's Christian ,Association of Milwaukee, 
Wis., gave formal notice.to the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, of that place, 
that the Union could no longer have the 
use of the Association building. The 
reason is that "having allied themselves 
with the Prohibition party," the women 
must be treated as other political organi
zations are and therefore must be excluded 
from occupying the rooms of the Associa
tion. We think that a very proper action 
011 the part of the Young Men's Christian 
Association. The Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union has ceased to be any
thing but a political club,· and its work 
anything less than a continuous political 
campaign. We hope that by some means 
the Union may be enabled to discover 
this, and turn once more to its proper, 
legitimate, and chartered object--the pro
motiQn of Christain temperan-ce, and that 
by Christian methods. The management 
of theY oung Men's Christian Association, 
which through all the ups and downs of 

. the day has kept it straight 011 its Chris
tian course clear of all entanglements, is 
worthy of the highest admiration on the 
part of everybody, as it has it on the 
part of the AMERICAN SENTINAL. 
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THE Merrick County '(Nebraska) Re
publican, of February 7, has the follow

ing item:-
'' On Sunday evening Rev. Mitchlemore, 

of the Central Baptist Church, preached 
on the subject, 'Why prohibiti6n does not 

· prohibit:' As a chief reason he found 
that the Church had failed in its duty of 
reforming men by the power of Christian 
te&ching. The Church has crippled its 
efficacy in moral and religious work by 
seeking an alliance with civil power. In 
other words Mr .. Mitchelmore holds that 
th~ religion of Jesus Christ is the power 
of God unto salvation to all men, whether 
slaves to appetite, or money, or in what
ever condition of immorality or sin. He 
believes the Church admits the inefficacy 
of Christianity when it converts itself into 
a political engine to accomplish the refor
mation of man. This view is logical and 
worthy of more consideration than is 
given it in Central City. It is c€lrtain 
that either Christianity has lost its saving 
power or many priests of God are wofully 
misled in their ministrations." 

THE Christian Statesman remarks of 
Colonel Ingersoll's recent article on "God 
in the Constitution" that "the bold Athe
ism which it inculcates, and on which the 
writer r'ests his opposition to religious ac

. knowledgment in political constitutions, 
will create a powerful revulsion of feeling 
in f~vor of the National Reform move
ment." It ought to do nothing of the 
kind. It is true that Mr~ Ingersoll's hatred 
of Christianity is plainly shown in every
thing which he says, but it does not· fol
low that because he is unreasonable and 
intolerant that Christians should be so too. 

NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 20, 1890. 

Proper opposition to so-called National 
Reform rests not upon any real or sup
posed demerit in Christianity, but upon 
the fact that National Reform would, if 
carried out, set up men in the place of 
God, and thus overthrow the very religion 
which it is designed to maintain. The 
truth or, falsity of the Christian religion 
cuts no figure whatever in the case, and 
.the. sooner ,both Christians and infidels 
come to see this fact the better, and the 
more hope there will be of maintaining 
the religious liberty enjoyed under the 
national Constitution as it is. 

--------·+-------
The Kind of a Religion. 

IN view of the demand that the State 
shall teach religion in the public schools, 
it is• a pertinent question to ask, What 
kind of a religion ? This question is not 
always fairly answered by those who 
make the proposition. It is genm;ally 
answered in a vague indeterminate way 
that leaves the question as much unan
swered as before. It is sometimes an
swered ''The Christian Religion." But 
then the question still recurs, What kind 
of Christian religion? Shall it be the Pres
byterian Christian religion? or the Metho
dist Christian religion? or the Lutheran 
Christian religion? or the Roman Cath
olic Christian religion ? Which of these is 
it that shall be taught in the public 
schools? 

Occasionally, however, there are those 
who undertake to define what they mean 
by religion, and what kind of religion it 
is that shall be adopted and inculcated by 
the State. Joseph Cook is one of these. 
His course of Monday Lectures last year 
dealt largely with this question, especially 
antagonizing the Roman Catholic view 
of religion and the public schools. In 
Lecture III, course of 1889, he said:-

It is very generally conceded that common mor
als, natural religion, the principles of ordinary util
itarian prudence may be taught without sectarian

. ism in the public schools. 

Here are three distinct phrases used 
to define what kind of religion it is 

·which shall be taught in the public 

. NUMBER 8. 

schools. To understand theseph!·a~es' is 
to understand what is propo~ed 'to be 
taught as religion to the childre~ of t4e 
United States. . . . . ' 

1. ''Common morals." Common~o~·aJs 
can be nothing else thlln th~t· g~~de 't;rf 
morals which is com'illon to the general 
mass of the people of the United Sat~s. 

. '. . , "I' 

And to teach that in the public 'schools, 
as the standard of right doing, ~o~l,db'o 
only to teach the children th,a;t. it is rigl}t 
to do as the mass of the people do: ~his 
is very properly defined.by Mr.: Cook as · 

2. " Natural religion." N i:tt"i:tral i,elig
ion, in the abstract, is 'that which i8',d.is~ 

, ' -' ,, l•f\. 

coverable from nature. With respeCt to 
individual character, natural religion:' is 
that which it is natural for' eiwh 'one' to 
manifest-his natural disp~sition .. With 
regard to the general mass, of· the people 
therefore, natural religion is the sn;~ o'f 
those natural trait~ which ani inost ma:r'ti
fest in the general charact~r' of 'a g'i~en 
people, or of all manki~d; and 'is th~re~. 
fore synonymous with '' corilnioil mor~ls." 

But what in the world is the use' of 
teaching such things as thefle ,1~ t:he 

• ,, , I• ol • 

public schools or anywhere else?., It is, 
easy enough for 3:ny person yha;t eye~ w~s 
born to do without any particular i~lstrnc
tion, that which it is natural )'or hlp:1 to 
do. It is easy enough for the ,general 
mass of the people to manifest· in eh'a~ac~ 
ter that which is natural to them: ·In 
other words, it is easy enough . for e,;.~~y 
man to be just what he is. And to malm 
such strenuous efforts as these men do, to 
have the State make of special momor1t 
this line of instruction, will hardly pay 
those who make the demand that 'it shall 
be done; and it is certain it would never 
pay the people of the United States. 

Nevertheless Mr. Joseph Cook, and, if 
we may judge from the frequyncy of the 
"applause" that is carefully iuterspersed 
throughout the pri:p.ted . .Jectur\3., a ;large 
number of "the usual gre:;t~; !l>udie.nc~" 
of Boston people who attend this lectu,re
course, actually propose th~t this sh,all, be. 
the "religion" that shall be tau~ght in the 
public schools of this nation. In all 
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teaching touching upon religion or mor
als,< it is essential that a motive be pre
sell.t~d: In all instruction some principle 
or(principles must be recognized, . morals 
Irius(have a· sanction: religion, an incen
tive~· What then are the principles which 
are tbsustain, and what the motive which. 
is .. to . r~-enfotce this teaching of common 
mo;rals, this teaching of natural religion? 
'@~~ distinguished lecturer leaves us not 
i~ the;d~rk ·upon this important question. 
E:e declares it to be 

3. ''The prf,nciples of ordinary utilita• 
rian prudence." The briefest and easiest 
understood definition of utilitarianism 
is selfishness. In making this the sanc
tioil of common morals, and the in-

. centive to natural religion, it must be 
confessed that Mr. Cook is strictly logical. 
As we. have seen, common morals is that 
standard of morality which is common to 
the great mass of the people: and it being 
ea,si~r to do that which it is natural to do, 
the great mass of people will always be 
found to be doing thus. Therefore, it is 
perfectly proper to present the principles 
of ordinary selfishness as the sanction of 
common morals and the incentive to nat
m::alreligion. For that is precisely what 
selfishness is. It is the root .and the off
spring of every grade of common morals 
or n(:1tural religion. 

And all this Mr. Cook and his "usual 
great" and· applauding Boston audience, 
would havt;J taught in the public schools! 
Arid to make sure that it shall be forever 
taught they demand that an amendment 
to the United States Constitution shall be 
adopted making it an essential part . of 
the cm'riculum of the public schools 
th;roughout the Nat, on. This they insist 
must be a part of the public school system 
of the United States. At the same time 
they loudly complain of the . Roman 
Catholic opposition to the public school 
system, and severely condemn them for 
not sending their children to the public 
schools ! We do not assent to any Roman 
Catholic doctrine, nor do we agree with 
the Roman Catholic- view of the public 

. school question; but we are perfectly free 
to. say that if the doctrine set forth by 
Joseph Cook; on this question were a part 
of the public school system. in any State, 
then riot.· on]y the Roman Catholic but 
everybody else who has any respect for true 
religl.on or any care for his child, would 
not only be justified in keeping his child 
away from such s.chools, but would be also 
justified in denouncing the system ~very
where as essentially evil and utterly un
wortlJ.y ._of any recognition whatever. 
The only effect such teaching could ever 
have upon youth would be only for worse 
and worse. Whatever may be said of 
the Roman Catholic system, or the 
Roman Catholic practice, Roman Catholi
cism certainly has yet this to its credit, 
that at least in the theory it holds to a 
higher idea of morals and religion than 

that which is so confidently set forth by 
the Boston Monday lectureship. 

That such views should be set forth as 
representing the Christian religion, is not 
by any me.ans the least of the evils of Mr. 
Cook's theory. Let it become generally 
un(lerstood, as Mr. Cook distinctly teaches, 
that the Christian religion is a "natural" · 
production; that Christian morals - is 
"purely natural;" that "the character 
of Christ'' "contains the organizing prin
ciples " only of a "scheme of natural 
morals;" and· nature worship and natural-. 
ism will come in, in such a flood as to 
sweep away the last vestige of genuine 
morals and true religion. . 

No avowed enemy of Christianity ever 
attributed to it a baser character than that 
which the Boston Monday lecturer gives 
it in the lectures of 1889. 

Yet, says ~!r. Cook, "it is very gener
ally conceded," that this view of morals 
and religion may be taught in the public 
schools. It is probably true • that this is 
conceded to a much greater extent than 
is generally_ supposed; but that it is "very 
generally " so outside of Boston, is more 
than we are yet prepared to believe. 
However, to whatever extent it' is con
ceded, it is only a startling evidence of 
the low level to which the popular idea · 
of religion is descending. · 

It is but natural that those who hold 
such views of religion should expect to 
propagate it by the natural power-the 
State. A. T. J. 

Queer Christians. 

.The Mail and Express insists that the 
late political campaign, in Salt Lake City, 
for the power of the city government, 
was a contest between Mormons and . 
Christians. It calls the successful ticket 
"the Christian ticket." The result it 
magnifies as a "Christian victory." And 
in its pean, it says:-

It is as remarkable as creditable that the disturb
ances of the ·peace-were so few and. slight; but the 
leaders on both sides were determined to control 
their own forces and keep them from violence, and 
on the side of the Christians there was ample pro
vision of deputy mar8hals, detectives and special 
police for the prevention _ of any considerable 
amount of either fraud or disturbance. 

That doesn't look as though these 
"Christians " were much better than 
other people. When it comes about that 
"provision of deputy marshals, detec
tives, and special police" must be made 
to prevent Christians from committing 
"any considerable amount of either fraud 
or disturbance," then the fewer of such 
Christians as that there are in the world 
the better. .And even then, it seems that 
the intention was only to prevent any 
considerable amount of fraud or disturb
ance ! as though small or an inconsider
able amount of either were perfectly com
patible with the Christian profession! 

We do not for a moment suppose that 
· those who ran the anti-Mormon Cam- . 

paign considered that they were doing so 
as Christians or that Christianity entered 
to any extent into the eon test. We 
only noticw·the facility· .with which C~l. 
Elliot F. Shepard manufactures Chris
tians. This is perfectly consistent with 
the theory and methods of the American 
Sunday Law Union, of which he is presi
dent. ·It .is another strong reminder of 
th~ times of the fourth century when 
fraud and violence were commendable if 
only committed in defence of orthodox:y. 

The Puritan Idea. 

IN Dr. Herrick Johnson's address on 
"Sunday newspapers," which has been 
circulated widely as a campaign document 
by the abettors of religious legislation, 
occurred the words, "Oh, for a breath of 
the old Puritan," meaning that what the 
speaker wanted wa.s a return to Puritan 
habits and customs. In the recent anf.tual 
meeting of the Iowa Sabbath Convention, 
Mr.· Gault said that what was wanted in 
Iowa was a wave of . Puritanism. From 
these and other expressions we learn that 
the Puritan idea of gover:r'J.ment is the 
model for National Reformers of whatever 
stripe. A few quotations from a standard 
work may enable those who are interested' 
to know just what kind of government a 
Puritan government would be. In a late 
work by Professor Fisk, of Harvard Col
lege, entitled, " The Beginnings of New 
England," is the following in connection 
with the ~ccount of the exodus of the 
Puritans from Holland:-

All persons who came to Holland and led decorous 
lives there; were protected in their opinions and 
customs. By contemporary writers in other 
countries this eccentric behavior of the Dutch 
Government was treated with unspeakable scorn. 
" All strange religions flock thither," says ~ne: "It 
is a common harbor of all heresies, a cage of un. 
clean birds," says another; " The great mingle
mangle of all religions," says a third. In spite of 
the relief from persecution, however, the Pilgrims 
were not fully satisfied with their new ·home. The 
expiration of the truce with Spain might prove 
that this relief was only temporary, and, at any 
rate, complete toleration did not fill the measure 
of . their wants, Had they come to Holland as 
scattered bands of refugees, they might have 'been 
absorbed into the Dutch population, as Huguenot 
-refugees have been absorbed in Germany, England, 
and America. But they had come as an organ
ized community, and absorption into a foreign 
nation wa8 something to be dreaded. They wished 
to preserve their English speech and English tradi
tions, ~eep up their organization and find some 
favored spot where they could lay the corner-stone 
of a great Christian State. 

This language is not written in any 
spirit of captious criticism. The author 
manifests. a spirit of fairness, and writes 

·in an impartial manner, simply giving 
historical facts. That he did not eharge 
the Puritans with inconsistency is seen 
from the following, which very clearly 
sets forth the Puritan idea:-

, It is worth while to inquire what were the real 
aims of the settlers of ·New England. What was 
the common purpose which brought these men 
together in their resolve to create for themselves 
a new home in the wilderness? This is a point con-
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cerning which there has been a great deal of pop
ullir misapprehension, and there has· been no end of 
nonsense talked about it. It has been customary 
first to assume that the Puritan migration was 
undertaken .in the interests of religious liberty, and 
then to upbraid the Pmitans for forgetting all 
about relig:ious liberty as soon as people came 
among them who disagreed with their opinions. 
But this view of the case is not supported by his
tory. It is .quite true that the Puritans were charge
ablt~ with gross intolerance, but it is not-true that 
in this they were guilty of inconsistency. The 

. notion that they came to New England for the 
purpose of establishing religious liberty, in any 
sense in which we should understand such a phrase, 
is entirely incorrect. It is neither more nor less 
than- a bit of popular legend .. If we ntean by the 
phrase ''religious liberty" a state of thing!] in ,which 
opposite or. contradictory opinions on questions of 
religion shall exist sid~ by side in the same commu
nity, and in which everybody shall decide for him
self how far he will conform to the customar,t re
ligfou!l obseryauces, nothing could have been farther 
from their thoughts. There is nothing they would 
have regarded with ·more genuine abhorrence, If 
they could have been forewarned by a prophetic 
voice 'of the. gene;al freedom-or as they would 
have 'termed it, license- of thought and behavior 
which prevails in this count1~y to-day, they would 
very li;kely have abandoned their enterprise in 
de.spair. The philosophic student of history often 
has occasion to see ·how God is wiser than man. 
In other words, he is often brought to realize how 
fortunate it is. that the leaders in great historic 
events cannot foresee the 1·emote results of the 
labors to which they have zealously consecrated 
their lives. It is a part of the h·oriy of human des
tiny that the end we really accomplish by striving 
with inight and main is apt to be something quite 
different from the·end we dreamed of as we started 
on our arduous labor. It was so with the ·Puritan 
settlers of New England, The religious liberty 
that we enjoy to-day is largely the consequence of 
their work, but it is a consequence that was unfore
se~n, while the direct and conscious ain; of their 
labors was something that has never been realized, 
and probably never will be. 

The aim of Winthrop and his friends in coming 
to Massachusetts was a constr~ction of a theocratic 
State which should be to Christians, under the New 
Testament dispensation, all that the theocracy of 
Moses, and Joshua, and Samuel had been to the 
Jews in Old Testament days. They should be to 
all intents and purposes freed from the jurisdiction 
of the Stuart king, and so far as possible the texts 
of the Holy ScriptUl'es should be their guide, both 
in weighty matters of general legislation, and in the 
shaping of the smallest details of daily life. In 
such a scheme there was no room for religious lib
erty, as we understand it. No doubt the text of 
the Scriptures may be interpreted in many ways, 
but among these men there was a substantial 
agreement as to the important points, and nothing 
could have been farther from their thoughts than 
to found a colony which should afford a field for 
new experiments in the art of right living. The 
State they were to found was to consist of a united 
body of believei'S; citizenship itself was to be co
extensive with church membership; and in such a 
State there was apparently no mm·e room for her
etics 'than there was in Rome or Madrid. This was 
the idea which drew Winthrop and his followers 
f1·om England at a time when-as events were soon 
to show-they might have staid there and defied 

. persecution with less trouble than it cost them to 
cross the ocean and found a new State. 

The Puritans simply followed the cus
toms of their time. keligious liberty was 
a thing . unknown. Roman Catholicism 

· and in.toler~nce have. been synonymous 
from the beginning. The Church of 
England was as intolerant as the Roman 
Church. The Puritans had not advanced 

far enough to perceive the error of the 
principle of religious intolerance, only they 
did not want the intolerance extended 
to themselves. They did not think that 
the Church of England ought to be in
tolerant, because they could see her er
rors, but, feeling sure that they them
selves were right, they were equally sure 
that their opinions ought to prevail, and 
ought to be imposed upon others. In all 
New England, in the days of the Puri
tans, there was only one man who was 
far enough ahead to perceive that religion 
was a. matter that rests with the individ
ual, and not with the civil government, 
and that·man was Roger Williams. 

Although the Puritans were intolerant, 
and persecuted others even as they them
selves had been perseauted, they are not 
to be stigmatized as bad men. They 
thought they were right. They were but 
little removed from the darkest period of 
Roman superstition and oppression, and 
they had before them no example of per
fect religious fi'eedom. In consideration 
of their circumstances we can make al
lowance for the ideas of government 
which they had, and honor them for that 
spirit of- independence which was per
petuated in their children, and which re
sulteLl in the complete· religious liberty 
which was finally established in this 
country. But while we may make allow
ance for those men, considering their 

·time, what allowance can be made for 
men who have before them the history of 
one hundred years of religious liberty in 
the United States? and who can compare 
its glorious work with the work of the 
religious despotism of the Old World? 
Those who in this age would institute the • Puritan idea of government, must be· 
either deplorably blind or else wickedly 
selfish. E. J. w. 

"Justice. " 

THis was the subject of a lecture in the 
Jewish synagogue of Oakland, Sunday 
evening, January 12, by Justice Charles 
N. Fox, of the supreme court. The pecu
liarity of the appearance of this lecturer 
before a Jewish audience, with such a 
subject, is emphasized by the fact that 
the judge is an ardent Sunday-law advo
cate; and when that subject was a cam
paign issue before the people a· few years 
ago, he was one of the prominent orators 
:opposed to the repeal of the California 
:sunday law. 
· The lecturer said, "The law of all civil
ized countries is but an elaboration of 
that given to the children of Israel, amid 
the thunders of Sinai," and then he re
peated the ten commandments. The 
hard part of it is,_ J;"everting to his perora
tions of seven years ago, to see how a 
Sunday law could be an elabpration of the 
ten commandments, which very plainly 
indicate that the first day of the week is 
one of secular labor. 

Speaking of the injttstice to which the 
Israelites have been sttbjtJcted in -varioils 
ages, the judge remarked that "even to· 
day in som~ countries they are feeling 
bitter injustice." But he did not allude, 
as he might have done, to the injuatice 
awaiting them in the United States when 
the Sunday law scheme, which he and his 
National Reform American Sabbath Union 

·confreres are endeavoring to fasten upon 
the country, shall have been accomplished. 

Again, the lecturer, ''Possibly in the 
name of religion, alone, more injustice 
has been done than in any other name 
known among the children of men." But 
he did not refer to the fact that the en
tailing of intolerant Sunday laws on the 
countr-y is the opening wedge for· a re
turn to the injustice of the Dark Ages. 
Nor did he seem to realize the fact that 
when the gates to civil and religious liberty 
are closed in this great country whose 
boast is liberty of coi1science, that would 
be the precursor of more intolerance in 
other countries, which have been impelled 
to a degree of liberality because of our 
asylum for their refugees from oppression. 

Another sentiment which, coming from 
a Sunday-law enthusiast, may be con
sidered as an admission, was this : " N a
tions at times are not moved by the final 
judgment of the aggregate of men; they 
are moved by emotion, and not awaiting 
the final judgment. Hence, injustice 
often occurs." If the judge fully app:re· 
ciated the truth he uttered in that expres
sion, he would never again raisehis voice 
in favor of a Sunday law. All religious 
legislation is the result of emotion, and 
it begets its kind with terrible rapidity 
and in excessive degree, rushing on tq 
fanaticism, intolerance, persecution. 

Said the lecturer: "Tolerance, how
ever, is constantly growing, so that we 
may expect the adoption of the eleventh 
commandment, ' Whatsoever ye would 
that men should ao to you, do ye even so 
unto them.' Tolerance has no legitimate 
place in the vocabulary of a free people. 

·The person or principle that is merely 
tolerated, is always at the mercy of the 
power that tolerate.s. Equality of rights 
leaves tolerance in the background. Tol
erance will never admit the principle of, 
'' Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so unto them." If 
tolerance is growing, good-by to liberty of 
conscience. 

On the theory that " we cannot hope 
to live to see pure, unadulturated justice 
administered by man, one toward another, 
or under men's laws," the lecturer in
dulged the hope that progress "may so 
develop the intellects of our children 
that they will attain nearer and nearer 
that justice that sits enthroned at the feet 
of God." On the strength of this hope, 
the lecturer closed with the following 
pictur~:-

When the chu;ch of the Christian and the syna
gogue of the Hebrew will be alike the plaC,e for the , 
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worship. oj' the one God, Fath\)r of men-then 
a man. mar: enter .either and make his devotions, · 
knowing he js in a tabernacle of the one ever-living 
God. ' Then peace will wave her wand over the 
world.' . . 

Shall we suppose that he was contem
plliting the' benig11 effects of a national 
Suilq_k,y law, · or a National Reformed· 
C8:b.stitution, when he portrayed that 
bedutifu~ image of the unanimity of 
H~bre1*' 'arid Christian worship under the 
pto!i'r~ss 'of "men's 1aws?" . It used to 
b'e' ~ ~ettled theory on the Western plains 
that the' rat~iesnake and the prairie-dog 
dw_~lt harmoniously in the same burrow; 
but· when the writer killed a rattler with 
a whole ptairie dog inside of it, the cause 
of 'tb~ harmony was explained. It ~as a 
ciei:u: c~se of coercion. Just so it will be 
when the Hebre-w worship, as such, will 
s6 ~En;f_~ctly ~ssimilate to the then "Chris
tian:"' : th~t' the~e will be no perceptible 
diff~rence: · · · w. N. GLENN. 

Oa~dl~~d-, California. 
---~-...-----

,,:• An 'Example to the Wortd .. 
'(,;_ 

-WITHqlJT doubt. the government of the 
United States has stood as' a beacon-light 
to:the-whole.:wor1d. It has done more for 
civil- and• .religious· liberty than any other 
nation. , : At one time it stood alone in rep
resenting the right relation of civil gov
ernment and religion. This grand ex
ample.ihas not-been without·fruit. Its in
flu:elitae has been felt throughout the world. 
One by one the other colonies of Great 
Br:btain have slowly followed in its wake. 

Tli.e. following proclamation of Queen 
Victoria,: issued in 1858, to the natives of 
India; :shows on the face of it the gentle 
influence -of the United States Constitu
tion:-.". 

F~rP,J.ly.,relying _o1lrselves on the truth of Ohris
tiat:J,ity;,,.an,d a9knowledging with grat;i~ude the sol
ace, of religion; we disclaim alike the right and the 
desire'to'inipose' our convictions on any of our sub-

. jt\cts: ·We declare it tb be our Royal· will and pleas
ure.that.none be in anw wiSe favored; none molested 
or, qisqu~¢te<)_ by .reaspn of their religious faith or 
ob~ll;r,v!HICes, .bl+t that alls,h,all alike enjoy the equal 
an~, l~Tp:irtial' protec:;tion Of · tlle .laW; and we . do. 
sti'icii{charge ·a.i:ia epjoiil aii those who may be in 
authority uhdet us, tHat they abstain from all inter
feren,ce :with the: reli:gi:ous .belief or worship of any 
of.oJir su!>j~cts,,on ,pain:of our highest displeasure. 

,,-i\n,Q,,ft i~ \lf\1' frqiher ~ill ~hat, so far as may be, 
bur subjects, of 'Yha~ever race or creed, be freely 
and' i\i{partiaiiy admitted 'to offices in our service 
tli~ duties' 6f iwhich they may be quallfi!Jd by tlie1; 
education; ability,,and integrity·duly to discharge. 

The same desire for religious liberty is 
seen•J1n'• the' other colonies. · In 1868 the 
uni6n ·of'Oliu:rch and· State was abolished 
in p~rts ·of the West Indies. · In 1869 the 
Iri~h Church was disestabli~he.d. In 1870 
the State Church was done' away with in 
.TamM6EI. anilin Vict0ria. In'IB71civil gov-: 
errtrnent and religion were' 'rent asunder in 
St. Kitts, ~Antigua;· a;nd Granada. In Hi75 • 
StateLaid• was abolished iii. th~ Cape of 
O:<Joa' 'Rope. ··In 1S&l the samEl was· done 
in Ceylon. In our own count_ry (Engh:ind) 
the· tide' tbwards religious equality is ·no 
less· steadilY" setting.· 'Iii 1812 the Convent-

icle and Five Mile Acts were repealed. 
In 1828 the Test and Corporation Acts 
likewise went. In 1855 an act for secur
ing "Liberty of Religious Worship" was 
passed. In 1858 Jews were admitted into 
Parliament. In 1860 an act for opening of 
Grammar Schools for Dissenters passed. 
In 1867 all the Queen's subjects, without 
reference to their religious belief, were 
declared eligible for office as Lord Chan
cellor of Ireland. In 1870 the University 
Tests abolition acts passed. And at the 
present time strenuous efforts are .being 
made to abolish the union of Church and 
State. 

Yes, the influence of the Constitution 
still lives, and is to be seen outside of the 
United States. The eyes of Europe and 
of the world are fixed with intense interest 
on that country. The question to be solved 
is, are the people going to stay by the glo
rious principles set forth by the framers 
of the Constitution, or are they going to 
go back on them ? Are they going to allow 
a few ambitious clerics to drag that coun
try back to a medireval standard? God 
forbid! ,And for the cause of religious 
liberty may the United States Constitution 
forever remain as it is. 

FRANK HoPE. 
London, England. 

Government and the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

SoME weeks ago we printed a brief 
speech by the Bishop of Peterborough, 
England, in which the Bishop took the 
ground that civil government could not 
enforce the Sermon on the Mount. The 
speech WiltS quite brief, but yet it was of 
su.fficient length to stir up a "hornets' 
nest," and the Bishop was attacked on many 
sides. This brought the Bishop agaip_ to 
the front with a good lengthy discussion 
of the question. The article was printed 
in the Fortnightly Review, and we are glad 
tl1at we can reproduce it for our readers. 
It will make about three installments for 

_the SENTINEL columns, the first of which 
is printed herewith. The Bishop makes 
one slip, however, ~hich will be noticed 
in its place.. With this exception the ar
gument is. sound, and is excellently stated. 
The argument is of interest in this coun
try, as well as in England, because of the 
persistent e_ffort being made to secure legis
lation committed to the principles of Chris
tianity. . The Bishop says:-

'' In the course of a discussion on Chris
tian SociaJism, at a Diocesan Conference, 
in commenting on a recent definition of it, 
af) being 'an attempt on the part of the 
State to compel all men to live according 
to the precepts of Christ,' I ventured to 
'make two assertions. 

"1. That it is not possible for the State 
to carry out, in all .its relations, literally, 
all.the precepts of Christ, and that a State 
which attempted this could not exist for a 
week. 

''2. That if it were possible to do this 

the, result would be a perfectly intolerable 
tyranny. · 

"For saying this I have been assailed 
in language which proves nothing. Now 
I propose to discuss whether what I said 
is or is not true. 

"Is it, then, possible for the State to 
carry out those precepts of his which in
culcate non-resistance, inexhaustible for
giveness, and unlimited benevolence? Can 
the State, that Js to say, disband its army, 
burn its ships of war, abolish its courts of 
justice, pull down its jails, dismiss its po
licemen, ~est.ow its revenues upon all and 
sundry who ask for them, and yet still con
tinue to exist as a State? If there really 
be any person who maintains this I' cannot 
arg;ue with him. His proper place is in a 
lunatic asylum. · 

'' I am, however, taken to task by others 
of my critics on quite an opposite ground. 
Of course-these say-the State cannot 
literally obey all the precepts in the Ser
mon on the Mount; but neither can the. 
individual. Those precepts can be obeyed ' 
by the individual in the spirit only, and 
not in the letter. Why may not the State 
do the same? I must confess to a firm be
lief that neither in the spirit nor. ii~ the 
letter can the entire of that sermon be car
ried out by the State, and that whenever 
it attempts to do this it is tending to its 
own destruction. 

"What is a State? Speaking loosely this 
term is used as signifying the entire pop
ulation of any country. The State, when 
we are speaking of its social or political 
obligations, can only mean that part of 
the nation which is empowered to speak 
and act on behalf.of the rest. It is briefly, 
as it has been well defined to be, 'the sov
ereign body having supreme power.' The 
essential idea of a State always is that of 
sovereignty held on trust for the common
weal; and to this trust, for the sake of 
which it exists, it is morally bound to be 
faithful. 

"It is clear, therefore, that a State, in 
order that .it may be a faithful trustee, is 
bound-first, to preserve its own existence; 
and secondlv, to resist, restrain, and even, 
if needs be, to destroy whatever and whom
soever assails its authority or attacks the 
interests committed to its charge. Self
preservation, therefore, and the preserva
tion of all that is intrusted to it, are the 
~oral obligations of every State. 

TWO IRRECONCILABLE IDEAS. 
''Now, is this idea of protection of inter

ests, of maintenance of rights, and of re-· 
sistance to all assaults on these, the idea 
of the Sermon on the Mount? Distinctly 
it is not. The idea, the spirit, of that dis
course is the diametrically opposite one 
of sacrifice of rights, surrender of interests, 
and non-resistance to assaults on these. It 
is, in a word, from beginning to end· the 
idea of self-sacrifice as opposed to that of 
self-preservation. Is it not clear, there
fore, that the State, if it is to be true to its 
own idea, if it is not to abdicate or betray 
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its trust, cannot. carry out, in spirit even, 
th~ directly antagonistic idea of the Ser
mon on the Mount? Nay, is it not true 
that under analogous circumstances
namely, when acting as a trustee for the 
rights and interests of others-:the precepts 
of the SeriU.On on the Mount do not apply 
and were not intended to apply to the pri
vate individual? Take the case of A. B., 
who is trustee or guardian for C. D. arid 
E. F .. · Is he morally justified in giving 
away or in allowing any one to take away 
their possessions? Assuredly· he . is not. 
So long as he continues to be theil4 trustee 
he is rp.orally bound to maintain and de
fend· these against· all comers. He may 
allow the taking away of his own cloak 
and his own coat, but he has no right to 
allow the taking away of theirs. He may 
bestow all his own goods to feed the poor, 
.but he has no right thus to bestow their 
goods, simply because they are theirs and 
nqt his. Quite apart, therefore, from the 
question, yet to be considered, as to how 
the individual is required by the Sermon 
on tM Mount to deal.with his own rights 
and possessions, it is clear that it gives 
him no directions. as to how he is to deal 
with the rights and possessions of others. 

''A State is something else and something 
more than a collection of individuals; and 
a Christian State, whatever that may 
mean (and that is a very large question), 
though bound by all those precepts of 
Christ which may be addressed to it as a 
State, is not theref9re bound to obey all 
those which are addressed to its members 
in their several and diverse relations and 
capacities. A State is not morally justified 
in refusing to resist or prevent invasion
i. e.; to. wage defensive war-because it 
would thereby be betraying to destruction 

. the lives and properties of its subjects; it 
is not morally justified in expending all its 
revenues in pure benevolence, because it 
would thereby be applying those revenues 
to purposes for which they were not in
trusted to it; it would not be morally jus
tified in forgiving out of mere compassion 
all or any of its criminals, because it would 
thereby be weakening or even destroying 
those sal}.ctions of order and of law which 
it is its duty to maintain and to enforce. 
In all these respects-and they might be 
largely multiplied-the State, if it were to 
act in the spirit of the Sermon on the 
Mount, would be failing to discharge func
tions which are given it, as we believe, of 
God himself, who, we Christians hold, has 
'ordained . the powers that be,' and so 
would be breaking a law which God as
suredly has given it in the vain attempt 
at obeying laws which Christ has never 
given it. I venture, therefore, not only 

. to repeat but to enlarge upon my first 
'odious' and 'immoral' utterance, and to 
affirm not only that the State cannot 
but that it ought not to carry out in all its 
relations-either in the letter or in the 
spirit-all the precepts in the Sermon on 
the Mount, inasmuch as these were not all 
of them addressed to it by him who gave 
them." 

(To be continued.) 

Religious Liberty in Rhode Island,l 636. 

UNLIKE the other American Colonies, 
Rhode Island enjoy.ed the privileges of 
entire liberty of conscience from the time· 
of the foundation of the commonwealth. 
Roger Williams, its founder, believed that 
God alone had to do with the heart of man, 
and that it was "unlawful for the magis
trate to meddle with the breaches of the 
first table" (i. e., with violations of the 
four first commandments, which have only 
to do with our relation to God). Accord
ingly, he founded the first commonwealth 
the world had ever known on the prin
ciples of individual right of conscience; 
and may be justly called The First Amer
ican, which title does him more honor than 
if he had held the highest office the Col-
onies could afford. · 

From the publicatiOJis of the N arragan
sett Historical Society, I take the follow
ing:-

Roger Williams, says Professor Gervinus, in his 
recent "Introduction to the History of the Nine
teenth Century,".,. founded, in 1636, a small new 
society in Rhode Island, upon the principles of 
entire liberty of conscience, and the uncontrolled 
power of the majority in secular concerns. . . . 
The theories of freedom in Church and State taught 
in the schools of philosophy in Europe, were here 
brought into practice in the government of a small 
community. It was prophesied that the demqcratic 
attempts to obtain universal suffrage, a general elect
ive franchise, annual parliaments, entire religious 
freedom, 'and the Miltonian right of schism, would 
be of short duration. But these institutions have 
not only maintained themselves here, but have 
spread over the whole Union. They have superseded 
the aristocratic commencements of Carolina and 
New York, the high-church party in Virginia, the 
theocracy in Massachusetts, and the monarchy 
throughout America; they have given laws to one 
quarter of the globe; and, dreaded for their moral 
·influence, they stand in the background of every 
democratic struggle in 'Europe. 

The founder of Rhode Island not only 
beli\ved in every individual having the 
right of conscience, but he believed· in 
every individual (the Indian as well as 
the white man) having all his inalienable 
rights. Consequently, he contended that 
the patent from the king, depriving the 
Indian of his land without his consent 
thereto, was sinful; and hence, like Penn, 
he purchased his land from the native in
habitants. His study of the teachings of 
Christ (for he was a devoted Christian and 
close Bible student) ga,ve him a clear un
derstanding of the inherent rights of man
kind and the proper sphere of government. 
It was Christ himself who said, "My king
dom is not of this world"; and "Render, 
therefore, unto Cmsar the things which 
are Cmsar's, and unto God the things that 
·are God's." 

George Bancroft, justly meriting the 
eminence which he has gained for his crit
ical and diligent research, as well as graph
ical description, truly says:-

The annals of Rhode Island, if written in the 
spirit of philosophy, would exhibit the forms of so
ciety under a peculiar aspect. . Had the territory of 
the State conesponded to the importance and sin-

* Translated from the German. H. G. Bohn, Lon
don, 1653, page 6ti, 

gularity of the principles of its early existence, the 
world would have been filled with wonder at the 
phenomena of its'history.t 

Again, the historian says:-
The land which was now [1636] occupied by Wil

liams, was within the territory of the NarTagansett 
Indians; it was not long before an Indian deed 
[dated March 24,. 1638] made him the · uri disputed 
possessor of an extensive domain. Nothing displays 
more clearly 'the character of Roger Williams than 
the use which he made of his acquisition of territory. 
The soil he could claim as his own, as truly as any 
man's coat upon his back; and he reserved to him
self not one foot of land, not one tittle of political 
power, more than he granted to servants and, 
strangers. He gave away his lands and other 
estate to them that he thought were most in want, 
until he gave away all.:j: He chose to found a com
monwealth in the unmixed forms of a pure de
mocracy, where the will of the majority should 
govern the State, yet "only in civil things." God 
alone was respected as the ruler of conscience. 

'l'hus it was that the grand institutions 
of the great .A,merican Republic had theh 
birth. These principles were afterward 
fostered and encouraged by various com
monwealths, and by such men as Wash
ington, Jefferson, Madison, and their fel
low-statesmen; and, finally found a place 
in the Constitution of the United States o£ 
America. 

Well may the American people feel 
proud of their country. And every free
man should watch with a jealous eye, lest 
these principles, which have raised this 
nation above any other nation on the face 
of the globe, should be set aside, and our 

·national Government, even yet, legislate 
upon the subject of religion. 

w. A. BLAKELY. 

----·~---
Poor California-No Sunday Law. 

REv. AsELM H. BROWN, writing from 
San Francisco to the Christian Intelli
gencer, on the " Moral Conflicts on the 
Pacific Coast," says of the Sunday:-

From careful observation and study or' the 
churches, I believe the Sabbath [Sunday] is ob
served here by the resident Americans as faithfully 
as it is observed in other States by the same 
class of people. California has no Sabbath law, 
but such a law where it exi<;ts is not generally en
forced. Christian people would like to have one;· 
and mean to secure it and enforce it. But, although 
witho~t it, the Sabbath [Sunday] is by no means 
obliterated as a day of rest,-tourists from the 
East, among whom are many professing Christians. 
are not as careful as they should be in observing it. 

And then he mentions the example set 
by a distinguished clergyman and min
ister who was connected with a board of 
miSSions. Of the latter, one person said 
that "Mr. Ingersoll would not probably 
have set a worse example in breaking the 
Sabbath day." 

With reference to this testimony, we 
would note the following points : 1. It is 
in harmony with others which have been 
Uorne (Mr. Crafts to the contrary, not
withstanding) that Sunday is as well ob
served by Americans in no-Sunday-law 
California as other Sunday-law States. 

t Bancroft's ''History of the United States," vol, 
i., pp. 380, 381. 

t From a lettet· of Daniel Williams, 
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2. ·The worst influences as regards Sunday 
violation come from professed Christians, 
some of . these being ministers in the 
Church. 3. Christians want laws to com
pel Sunday observance, evidently to com
pel these church members to live as they 
believe. 

What a travesty is all this on the re
ligion of Christ, when Sund&y-keeping 
has sp little support from the Scriptures, 
when church members set the worst ex
ample as regards its observance, then for 
Christians to clamor for a civil law to 
compel recreant brethren among others 
to observe it! It is a confession that it has 
no basis in. God's word, and that they 
have no faith in the power of Christ to 
impress it upon the conscience. Sunday 
is a papal institution, and it takes papal 
means to "induce" the people, some ·of 
whom are Sunday Christians, to observe 
it. May it be long before California 
greets the Dark Ages in another Sunday 
law. 

But our genial townsman, N. R. John
ston member of the State Executive Com-' . 

mittee of the California branch of the 
American Sabbath Association, is becom
ing discouraged over the prospects of ~ 
Sunday law, at least his letter of Decem
ber 3 to the Christian Statesman so in-

' dicates. He says:-
At my last writing I hoped to be able ere this 

to communicate something very encouraging as to 
the progress of our Sabbat~ cause in this State, but 
in common with others I have been disappointed. 
Even since the State convention, held while Dr. 
Wilbur' Crafts was here, when a large Executive 
Committee was appointed, the interest in the cause 
has seemed to be growing less. 

We only hope that it is tru,e, and wish 
Mr. Crafts would come again and a com
mittee twice as large be appointed: The 
cause, in part, of this decline our friend 
thinks is because of the agreement to 
leave out of view the divine authority 
and the religious feature of the reform
to work only for a " civil Sunday law, 

to ignore the claims of the moral 
law of God." And Mr. Johnston con
cludes that "unless there can be awak
ened more earnestness and a heartier co
operation on the part of church members, 
it will be a long time before California 
will have any Sabbath law or any better 
Sabbath observance." He "thinks it 
doubtful whether they will ever again 
have any kind of a law in favor of any 
kind of aSabbath." · 

It. is a mournful.wail. If we may be 
allowed to suggest to these preachers, we 
would say, turn from man and put your 
trust in God. . I.f Sunday is supported by 
the Bible, preach it, practice it, press it 
horne by the aid of the Spirit of trut~ 
upon the conscience of men, and observ
ance of 'the day will improve. You will 
not need the support of' the civil· arm. 
But if Sunday is not supported by the 
Bible, it is not worthy of this effort. ' If 
these ministers would only preach the 

gospel, what a blessing it would be. They 
ought to be discouraged.-Signs of the 
Times, 'oakland, California. 

An Opinion on the Blair Bill. 

Truths of Nature, a monthly journal of 
natural science, published in Boston, has 
the following concerning the Blair Sunday 
Bill and its supporters:-

" He has a very powerful, . but a very 
unchristian minority in the sponsors of 
his bill, seeking in.this way to strengthen 
their waning power. The bill may be 
passed, for the American people are pa
tient and long-suffering in such cases; but 
there is such a thing as the 'last feather,' 
and when th,e reaction takes place in the 
minds of the American people the tribe 
of Blairs will be swept into obscurity, and 
the religious freedom of the people of the 
United States will be doubly assured. 
The· very fact that Senator Blair, in his 
'Sunday Rest bill ' ·invokes the aid of 
statute law· to compel the people to rest 
according to his programme robs the 
Sabbath of its holiness. Each 
man should be allowed to spend the day 
according to the 'dictates of his own con
science,' ·so long as he does not interfere 
with the natural rights of others. If the 
churches are not :filled there is something 
wrong in the churches. When Senator 
Blair's followers are prepared to discard 
purple and fine linen, distribute the pro
ceeds among the poor, .and then preach as 
did the lowly N a,zarene, without price; 
when they are willing to follow those they 
desire to save, as did Jesus, they will rob 
their present action of its selfish aspect. 
The time has gone by when we could take 
a club and compel men to go down on 
their knees and" pray. We can no lo:rt'er 
put a man in the stocks for being an ~ab
sentee from church on Sunday. The very 
power that Senator Blair seeks .in his 
' Sunday Rest bill,' if granted, would de
feat the object sought." 

A Pointed Item. 

Pertinent Questions. 

IN the Sunday issue of the Tribune of 
this city there is a department entitled 
"In the Church Porch," in which much 
sound doctrine is dispensed,-the follow
ing, for instance, which we commend to 
Joseph Cook and others who in the at
tempt to justify their demand that the 
State ~h?-11 teach religion, so innocently 
exclaim that so many of the people 
''never see the inside of a church" :-

"Did J es.us preach his gospel in a big 
and weli-appointed church inJiigh Street, 
J erusal;m? Did he announce that those 
who desired to hear him must go there; 
or did he rather go where the sinners 
were and there preach to them ? Preach 
to them? I recall the word. He did better 
than preach; he entered into the lives of 
sinners; he learned what their burden of 
sorrow or trouble was and tried to lighten 
it. He came to them not as a professional 
preacher, but as a friend and brother. 
And if the modern church would succeed 
it must go and do likewise. • . 

"Take an illustration. Here is a great 
physician, and here are a multitude of sick 
folk needing his skill. But instead of going 
to the homes of these sick folk and trying 
to cure them by suggesting remedies ap
propriate to their special cases, he erects a 
big hall, and gives a course of learned and 
brilliant weekly lectures on the importance 
of believing in, and supporting the State 
Medical Society. Do you think the sick 
people would go to these lectures to be 
cured of their sickness? But maybe the 
physician would describe in his lectures 
the true nature of disease and the manifold 
resources of medical seience. Maybe he 
would show how frequently people brought 
siCk11ess on themselves by their vices or 
their ignorance. Would that help the sick 
people? Not at all. No matter how com
fortable his lecture-hall might be, no mat
ter how beautiful the music of his ,choir 
might be, no matter how eloquent his lect-. 
ure might be, those who were sick in their 
wretcj:l8d homes, or on the streets, would 
still remain sick, until he went to them 
individually, and gave them medicine to 

A religious paper of Oaklan4, Cali- heal their sickness. 
fornia, has the following pointed item:- "What say you to this, brother preach-

" The :field secretary of the American ers, who expect sin-sick souls to be cured 
i; Sabbath Union, who has so much to say ·by listening to your eloquent sermons on 
'about the unfortunate and fearful. con- ·the importance of joining the church, or 

on some~ abstruse scheme of theology.? 
clition of California with no Sunday law, :Would it not be wiser to go to these men 
says of his in;estigatio~ in New York and women and personally give them the 

. City on the first Sunday of the year, and , medicine which will cure their special 
:since,' ' I started to write down a list of . i sickness? Not that preaching is to . be 
:the places open, but found it wou_ld be ! ignored. Oh, no. It is one of the greatest 
:much easier to make a record of the places I functions of Christianity. .But. i~ can~wt 

z d ' D ar Mr. Crafts San Francisco taR;e t~e. place of symp~thebc mmiStratwn 
, c ose · · e ' . to md1v1dual souls, whiCh, more than any
. and Oakland are not so bad. as that, w1th ·thing else, is needed to-day in our great 
no Sunday law. And if there had '};leen ·cities. To vast multitudes of men and 
such a law as you desire, how would you I women, ~arochialism, with its cas~-iron 

? d h' h h d : methods, IS an utter and complete failure. 
have escaped arrest· Un er w IC e~ ' , Would it not, therefore, be wisefor the. 
' mercy' or ' necessity,' would your work . Church to try some other more simple and 
have come ? " : direct plan ? " · ' 
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THE Pearl of Days, in giving "Reasons 
for Sabbath Laws," says:- -

'' The powers that be a:re ordained of 
God." If "of God," why not for God ? 

The answer is, Because God has for-
bidden it by his word. ' 

IN the Washington City Sunday Law 
Convention, it was again stated, and the 
statement was let go without a sign of 
contradiction, that Rev. W. F. Crafts "is 
the American Sabbath Union." This same 
statement was officially made last summer 
by one of the District Secretaries of the 
Union. We knew it before, but it is well 
to have authoritative statements in con
firmation of the fact. 

WE have before explained in these col
umns that Colonel Elliott F. Shepard, 
president of the American Sabbath Union, 
owns the Mail and Express, a daily even
ing newspaper of this city; and that that 
paper, through its "Pearl of Days" col
umns,'is the official organ of the American 
Sabbath Union. Colonel Shepard is quite 
a pious man. So pious is he, indeed, that 
he prints a verse of Scripture every day at 
the head of the editorial columns of his 
newspaper; and occasionally, perhaps as 
evidence of an extra quantity, he embel
lishes this by printing an advertisement 
of an intoxicating drink at the foot of the 
same columns, to say nothing of the same 
thing in other parts of the paper. For in
stance, in the issue of February 10 (and 
this is not the first time that it has been 
done), at the head of the editorial columns, 
he printed this text:-

For he was crucified through weakness, yet he 
liveth through the power of God. For we also are 
weak in him, but we .shall live' with him through 
the power of God toward you. 

And the same day, at the foot of the 
editqrial columns, stood this other thing 
thus:-

Piper Heidsieck Sec-The favorite everywhere,
Adv. 

, Now ";E>iper Heidsieck Sec" is a popular 
brand of champagne, possessing all the 
intoxicating qual\ties of champagne gen
erally. 

The Christian Advo.cate suggested, a 
short time ago, that the printing of texts 
·?f Scripture at the head of a daily ne~s
paper "is a matter of taste." Yes, no 
do:ubt. And it is altogether likely that 

the printing of ''Piper Heidsieck Sec
the favorite everywhere"-at the foot' 
of the same columns. is also a m,atter of 
taste. 

Since this was put in type we have re-· 
ceived the Mail and Express of February 
12. 1 Peter 2: 7, 8, is printed at the head, 
and "A popular sparkling wine---:-Piper 
Heidsieck Sec," at the foot of the editorial 
columns.· 

SPEAKING of the Chinese, _the Mail and 
Express s'ays :-

Those who are willing to become American cit
izens, adopting our ways, customs, · religion, and 
language, ought to be admitted to all the rights of 
American citizenship. 

Is ''our . religion," then, to be made a 
test of citizenship? By the way, Mr. Shep
ard, what is "our religion"? Is it the 
religion of the New Testament or of the 
saloon? Is it expressed in 2 Corinthians, 
13:4, or in "Piper Heidsieck Sec"? The 
president of the American Sabbath Union 
ought to be able to tell, and we hope he 
will. 

----·-+~---

A CONVENTION of the liberal thought 
women of the country will be held in 
Willard Hall,' Washington, D. C., Feb
ruary 24 and 25, 1890. The object of the 
Convention is to form a national organi
zation for the purpose of opposing the 
demands for religious legislation that are 
already so loud, so frequent, and so per
sistent. The call for the Convention says: 
" In order to help preserve the very life 
of the Republic by rousing public atten~ 
tion to the constantly increased danger 
of a union of Church and State, it is nec
essary that liberal thought women sliould 
unite in a national society for combined 
work." 

This is a worthy object by whomsoever 
it may be desired, therefore we wish the 
coming Convention abundant success both 
in the organization and in the work pro
posed. 

All persons in harmony with this are 
invited to correspond with Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C., 
Willard Hotel will be the headquarters 
of the Convention; and speakers, dele
gates, and visitors are requested to report 
there, to Mrs. Gage, on their arrival in 
the city. 

IT is not alone on the question of Sun
day observance that Congress is being 
asked· to legislate in matters- pertaining 
to religion. Representative Compton, of 
Maryland, has introduced a bill-Fifty
first Congress, H. R. 423-:----authorizing 
the Secretary of the Treasury- '' to refund 
the duties paid upon a clock and a chime 
of bells, imported into the port of Balti
more for the use of Saint Timothy's Epis
copal church, of Catonsville, in Baltimore 
County, Maryland." . Why should the 
duty on this clock and those bells be re
funded any more than on every other clock 
and every other bell or bells? The answer. 

of course is, that these are for a church. 
Then upon what principie is it that this 
money shall be given from the public 
treasury to this church, and not an equal 
amount of money be paid from the same 
source to .every other church in the iand? 
And if the national treasury is to pay for 
the support of the playing of the tunes 
and the keeping of the time, of the church, 
why shall it not also help support the 
singing· and the preaching carried on by 
the church? If this can be granted, why 
should not the whole of the public funds 
be plaC'ed at once at the service of the 
church? That bill is a sneaking, unprin
cipled thing. Let it be killed so dead 

. that it may neverbe heard of again. 

THE Christian at Work notices the fact 
that Pittsburg, like Boston, is stirred up 
over the proposition made by the Catholics 
that they be given a proportionate share 
of public taxes for the support of parochial 
schools, and says:--:-

At a public meeting just held in that city a series 
of resolutions was adopted protesting against any 
,concessions to Roman Catholics bythe public school 
authorities, and against appropriation of any 
money to schools which advocated principles so di
rectly in opposition to the fundamental ideas of 
American Government. This is the right ground. 
The public schools for all, and no public moneys 
devoted to sectarian purposes should be the Amer
ican war-cry the country over. 

But if this is to be the war cry of 
Americans, what will become of the Blair 
EducationaJ Amendment? The only way 
to keep sectarianism out of the public 
schools is to keep religion out; but that is 
just what both Catholics and Protestants 
are determined shall not be· done. .They
both want religious instruction, the only 
question between them being what religion 
shall be taught. Religious instruction be
longs not to the State, nor to State schools, 
but to the home, the Church and the 
Church school. 

------·-------
MRS. MARY H. HUNT may be regarded 

as a leading authority in temperance mat
ters, and she speake from experience, and 
puts a good deal of wisdom in a small 
spaqe when she says: '' The recent unsuc
cessful prohibitory temperance campaigns 
have been attempts to focalize into law 
against alcohol a popular sentiment that 
does not exist~ If we will seek first the 
temperance education of, the people, all 
other temperance blessings will, in due 
time, be added 1mto us."~New York Ob
server. 
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IN the Cincinnati National Reform ·con
v~ntion Judge 1\'(. B. Hagans said:-

Tl}.e people ~f this city are tired of bei~g tied to a 
beer batrel seven days in the week. 

Therefore, that they may be loosed for
ever from the beer barrel, they want the 
saloon shut on Sunday. Certainly; they 
are tired of being tied· to the beer barrel 
seven days in the week; tie them only six, 
and iet them loose on Sunday, and they 
will all be happy. For our part we will 
have ;nothing to do with the wicked thing 
at all; and we will not compromise with it 
by asking that it be shut on Sunday only. 
The power that can shut the saloon on 
Sunday can ,shut it all the time. There
fore if they shut the saloon on Sunday and 
not all the time it shows that they do not 
want to shut it any of the time'but Sunday. 
And the shutting of the saloon on Sund~:J.y 
only, is positive proof that it is not hatred 
of the saloon but love for Sunday which 

. is expressed. 
-__.,~-···-------

PooR Mrs. Mary Jones, of One Hun
dred and Fourth Street, was found yester
day (February 8),, with a dose of laudanum 
in her stomach. Being a dejected and dis
tressed creature, it was assumed that she 
had attempted suicide. She was seized by 
a policeman, dragged out of her home, 
sent to Bellevue Hospital, where she was 

. pumped out, and where she is to-day a 
prisoner under the idiotic law which as
sumes to punish. people for trying and 
f~tiling to dispose of their lives. Mrs. 
Jones says that she was ill and meant to 
take a dose of ginger, but got hold of the 
wrong .bottle. Perhaps the poor, unfortu
nate woman is fibbing, but what a ridicu-

.lous law is that which makes an at~empted 
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suicide a misdemeanor, and thereby s('lts a 
premium upon successful self-destruction! 
-New York World. 

True enough. And another ridiculous 
featuie about such a law is, that it inflicts 
a heavier punishment upon the attempt to 
do a thing than upon the actual doing of 

. it. That is, if ·a person attempts to kill 
himself and fails, he is fined and impris
oned; whereas if he actually kills himself, 
and even mangles himself all to pieces, he 
is let go scot free, with not the slightest 
attempt made to punish him in the least 
degree. 

A Hearing on the Breckinridge Sunday 
Bill. 

TUESDAY, February 18, there was held 
· a hearing by the House Committee on the 
District of Columbia, in the committee
room in the capitol, on the Breckinridge 
Sunday bill. 

In favor of the bill there appeared and 
spoke, Rev. George Elliot, Rev. J. H. El
liott, Mr. H. J. Schnlteis,-Knight of La
'bor-Mr. Inglis, and Rev. W. F. Crafts. 

Against the bill there appeared and 
spoke, Elder J. 0. Corliss, of Washington 
City, Mr. Millard F. Hobbs-District 
Master Workman Knights of Labor, and 
Alonzo T. Jones of the SENTINEL; and 
Prof. H. W. McKee, Secretary of the Re
ligious Liberty Association, submitted a 
brief. 

Rev .. George Elliot said he appeared as 
the representative of the Ministers' Alli
ance · o{ the city of Washington, and the 

. the American Sabbath Union. The Alli
ance is composed of fifty-six evangelical 
ministers, whose pastorates comprise near
ly all Protestant Christians of the city of 
Washington. He said: "We rely on the 
extreme simplicity of our case. T1ie Dis
trict of Columbia is practically without 
Sunday legislation. The Ministers' Alli
ance became aware of this by attempting 
some prosecutions. In this attempt we 
found ourselves without available law, 
and we stopped suddenly. We kept still 
about it because we did not want it to 

NUMBER D. 

become known. Although we represent 
churches, we do . not come as churches .. 
We believe God commands the rest of the 
seventh day. That is a matter of con
science with each individual. We also be
lieve that the day is needed for rest, for 
the general good, without reference to the 
religious aspects of the question. It is true 
religion enters into this question in a meas
ure, because the day named in the bill is 
the one already observed by the great 
majority of the religious people of the · 
country. . 

''We ask this with the more confidence, 
because, with the exception of the gentle
men from California, all the represent
atives of this House come froro. States 
which have Sunday laws. Here are gen
tlemen of the Committee from Vermont, 
New York, New Hampshire, all of which 
have excellent Sunday laws.. It is there
fore a very little thing which we ask. In 
the early history of the District it had a 
Sunday law-the old Maryland law; but 
this, without any will of the people, has 
been allowed to become obsolete. We ask 
that that which has become obsolete, with
out any expressed will of the people, shall 
be restored. Sunday laws are almost im
memorial. Beginni·ng with Constantine, 
carried on by Theodosius, and in England 
by Alfred, Athelstan, Edward, and their 
successors, down to our own colonial times, 
and from these by our States. .The ob
servance of Sunday is already en:forced by 
the consciences of the largest portion of 
the people." 

Mrs. Catlin told the. committee how the 
question of a District Sunday bill origi~ 
nated, saying that their feelings had been 
shocked at work on Sunday-" gangs of 
men at work in our beautiful streets on 
the Sabbath." She then said that she had· 
over 2'1,000 petitions to present; but she 
had taken them out of tho safe the night 
before and left them lying on a lounge 
near a window, and that in the night they 
had been stolen. The thief had hoisted the 
window and reached in and got the bundle. 
She did not suppose that he had any idea 
of what it was that he was taking; but 
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took it as he would have t&ken anything 
tJlse that he had got his. hands on, as 
anothl;)r roll' of petitions. lying n'e&r was 
riot.taken. She had found a few of the 
petitions scattered about the yard in th~ 
morning, bu:t the most of them were gone. 
They were.not names from the District of 
Columbia,butfro:tn the country at large. 

Next ;l\l.[;r. G'eorge Elliot, with the man
ner qf 'one . having forgotten something, 
said that there was a class ·of Christians 
whom he had neglected to mention, but 
who ought to be named in favor of the 
bill"-the Roman Catholics. That when 
the matter was up in the preceding Con
gress, Cardinal Gibbons had sent a letter 
in which he added his name to the number 
of petitioners; th~t .. the Oar9,inal repre
sented the Catholics at large in asking for 
the adoption of the Senate Sunday bill.
At this point Mr. Crafts prompted him 
with the words "which includes this." 
That is, ·the Senate or Blair Sunday bill . 
includes the House or Breckinridge Sun
day bill,- each is the complement of the 
other. 
Each is but part of one stupendous whole, 
Of which the State the body is, the Church the soul. 

Next spoke Mr. Schulteis'. He said that 
he represented local assembly No. 2, 672 of 
the Knights of Labor. He said.his assem
bly . had indorsed the Breckinridge bill. 
He referred to the indorsement of the 
Blair Sunday bill by the National Assem
bly at Indianapolis, in 1888, and said that 
every Knight of Labor was represented in 
that indorsement. He said he had no 
special instru,ction to appear before the 
committee on this particular question, but 
was a member of a committee on legis
lation, and \had credentials which em
. powered him to speak before · legislative 
·c01nmittees on matters pertaining to labor. 

The next speaker was Rev. J. H. Elliott, 
D.D., of Washington .City, who spoke o~ 
the phrase "Sunday excepted" in the Con
stitution, and argued from that that a Sun
day law sucl~ as this bill embodies would 
be 9onstitutional. The fallacy ()f this ar-. 

· gument is that in the phrase "Sunday ex
cepted" in the Constitution there is simply 
a recognition of\ the non-legal aspect of 
Sunday, to which nobody objects, and 
there is not in it. in any sense. any attempt 
to say what the President shall, or shall 

·not, do on Sunday. Under that phrase 
the President may do anything he pleases 
on Sun,d:;~.y. And this mere legal no-dcty 
is to be stretched tb the extent of sane-

_-~ ' 

tioning an act that will prohibit every-
body in the nation from doing any manner 
of work, labor, or business, pertaining to 
this world, on Sunday! If these men are 
willing t() go so far as that with a mere 
non~committal phrase, what would they 
not do with the specific words of a sweep
ing statute? 
~r. Crafts was the next speaker, and 

spent the whole of his time, as usual, in a 
bitter personal attack upon the Seventh
day Adventists. He declared the greatest 

. . 

opposition is carcied on by the Seventh-day to present in f11ll i11. another issue. How~.; 
Adventists; the counter-petition to this ever to prevent any $isappr:ehens'ion on. 
legislation an Advent petition; the Alima- the part of my old friends, or. the ne'\Vi 
ICAN SENTINEL an. Advent Sentinel, etc., ·readers of' th.e SENTINEL, I would take oc;~ 
etc. He made no argument hut this in hE)re to repeat that my speech was in op.: . 
behalf of the bill. · position to the Breckinridge Sunday bilL 

The next speaker was Elder J. 0. Cor~ The mem.h~r~ of the Congressional Com-: 
liss, pastor of the Seventh-day Adventist · mitteG who{were present were Mr. Grout,· 
Church of Washington City. We shall· Vermont; Mt. DeLano, New York; Mr; 
not attempt a synopsis of Mr. Corliss's Moore, ~e:W Hampshire; Mr. Ellis, Ken-· 
speech. As there were some. vaJt1able ref- tucky; I Mr. Oamppell, New York; Mr. 
erences produced in the argument, we Heard,.Missouri. 'They gave a most.care
have asked for a. copy of the speech entire, ful a.nd courteous hearing to all the speak
and shall print. it as soon as it is received. ers, and w~ rest assured that the subject 

My turn came next to · speak. I had will recieve from them a candid consider-
' risen from. my chair and was waiting to 
be recognized by the chairman, when a 
slip of paper was handed to him with a 
request to be allowed three minutes. The 
Chair said, if I would y.i-eld, the three min
utes should not be deducted from my 
tjme. I willingly granted the gentleman 
the time asked. The gentleman proved 
to 1>e 

Mr. Millard F. Hobbs, Master Work
man of the whole federation of• the 
Knights of Labor in the District of Col
umbia, who said: "No one has been 
authorized by. the Knights of Labor to 
speak in favor of this bill. Mr. Schulteis 
is not authorized to speak for the Knights 
of Labor. It is true Mr.· Schulteis is. a 
member of a committee haying charge of 
certain matters, but that committee has 
nothing to do with this question. Th!3 
Knights of Labor are virtually opposed 
to this bill. Some are in favor or some 
parts of it; some are in favor of all of it; 
and some ar;e entirely opposed to all of it. 
For this reason the Knights of Labor of 
the District, as an organization, have re
fused to have anything to do with it. We 
are all in favor of a day of rest, some of 
two days; but we are afraid of the re
ligious side of this question. What bene
fits the Knights of Labor wish to obtain, 
we think can be better secured by our 
own efforts through our own organizatio:ns 
than by the efforts of others, through the 
Church." 

This speech, coming as it did, was more 
or less of a surprise to all; but to Mr. 
Crafts and his p&rty it Was "a stunner." 
It instantly crushed to atoms the whole 
pet theory which they had so nicely 
framed and so pathetically presented in 
behalf of "the poor workingmen who are 
so cruelly. oppressed by being forced to 
labor on Sunday;" and of the Church's 
gallant effort to liberate them from "the 
Egyptian bondage of Sunday slavery." 
Nothing could have happenedthat would 
more clearly expose the perfect hollow
ness of. the plea that is made by the Amer
ican Sabbath l)nion, that this Sunday 
movement is in the interests of· the work
ingmen, than did this unpremed1tated and 
wholly unsolicited speech. 

.When Mr. Hobbs had taken his seat, I 
was recognized by the chairman, and 
made a half-hour's speech which we hope 

ation. A. T. J. 

The Wickedness of Church and State 
Union. 

IN the Senate document containing the 
hearing (December 13, 1888) before the 
Committee ·on Education and Labor,. on 
the Sunday-rest bill, we find on pages 65 
and 66 certain statements made by Senator 
Blair, the chairman of the committee, and 
the author of the bill. He first asked Dr. 
Lewis the following questions :-

Suppose that human beings trying to live in ' 
accordance with the will of God, re-.enact his law 
and write it in their statute-books; is it wrong for 
soqiety to put in their public law the requirement 
of ~bedience to God and his law? 

And then after a few words he proceeded 
to answer his own question in the follow- · 
ing manner :-'-

The will of God exists. He requires the observ
ance of the seventh day just as he prohibits 
murder; and as we re·enact his law, in making 
a law and enforcing it against murder, so. all the 
States have enacted laws against the desecration 
of the Sabbath, going further or not so far, accord
ing to the ideas of the various Legislatures . 

Let. the reader give particular attention . 
to the idea advanced by Senator Blair, 
that human beings may re-enact the law 
of God. The same idea was advanced by 
Mr. Crafts in the Christian Statesman of 
May 30, 1889. Said he:-

Trre laws of our statute-books that re"enact the 
seventh commandment are as distinctly biblical 
in their origin as the laws that re-enact a part of 
the fourth commandment. 

In what position does th:ls place ·civil 
government ? The only answer that. can 

·be given is that it puts it in the place of 
God, and makes it at least equal with 
God. Nay, more, in putting it in the 
place of God, it puts it above God; for if . 
the State re-enacts and enforces the law 

. of God, supposing such a thing to be pos
sible, it takes the law out of his hands, 
leaving him nothing to do, and requires 
man to give supreme allegiance to the 
State. This will be more apparent when 
we. quote another statement made by Sen
ator Blair, in the connection before· re
.ferred to. Said he:-

Now the question comes right to this point: God 
having ordained the Sabbath, as you concede with 
all religious organizations, here is the national gov
ernment, which· alone can make that law of God 
operative in this sphere of national action, Whr 
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shall not the civil goyernment, then, re-enact that 
'conceded Ia:w of the Almighty' and make it effective? 

- D() we not s.ay truly that the National 
Reform idea, as voiced here by Senator 
Blair, puts the State in the place of God ? 
Heignores God and his spirit entirely, in 
the statement that the national Govern
ment a;lone can make the law of God op
er~tive. We say, with as much reverence 
as the subject will allow, that we cannot 
see what ,use those who hold such an idea 
can have for God .. They have usurped 
his prerogative. 

In the second chapter of 2 Thessalonians 
the apostle Paul describes a certain power 
knowirt as tll.e '' man of sin," the result of 
.the working of the "mystery of iniquity." 
';fhis power is described as opposing and 
exalting itself above all that ~s called God 
or th,at is worshiped, and claiming really 
to.be God. , It has generally been consid
ered, that this language is a tiescription of 
the. ~apacy, and we believe that that in
terpretatiol.l- is ·correct; but surely it de
scribes nothing more accurately than a 

' governme:ri~ which attempts: to do just 
what Senator Blair says this govemmlmt 
ought to do. Therefore, everyone who 
believes this language of Paul to refer to 
the Papacy must admit that a government 
according to the National Reform idea 
would be nothing more than an image to 
the ~apacy. 

But there is another point to be noticed 
in this connection, and that is the inevit
able result of putting such idea~ into 
practice. If it were universally conceded 
that the civil government has the power 
and the right to re-enact and enforce the 
law of God, that would involve the con
clusion that there is no more to the moral 
law than civil government can enforce. 
The result would be the universal prev
alence of immorality, and immorality of 
the worst kind, inasmuch as the individ
uals would suppose themselves to be act
ing in harmony with divine law. 

For example, take Mr. Blair's statement 
to the effect that as we re-enact the law of 
God in. making a law and enforcing it 
against murder, so all the States have en
acted laws against the desecration of the 
Sabbath. Suppose the National Reform 
scheme had become triumphant, and it 
were understood that the Government 
takes the place of God, and enforces the di
·vine law against murder, the result would 
be that ·any individual who did not in his 

· envy and hatred toward his fellows go to 
the extreme of depriving them of life, 
would consider himself a moral man, al
though he might be. full of hatred, malice, 
and envy. · Take Mr. Craft's idea that the 
State re~enacts the seventh commandment. 
It needs no argu'ment to show that 'the 
·State cannot punish man for vicious 
'thoughts, or evil desires, or for any grade 
of licentiousness short of the overt act of 
ad;ultery. But ministers and law-makers 
teach that the State enforces the seventh 
:commandment; therefore the conclusion 

which the libertine would be warranted 
in making would be that he is a moral 
man if he abstains from violence. And 
so., when this National ·Reform idea shall 
be carried into effect,· we shall have the 
State actually teaching vice and immor
ality. 

Such a condition of things would be a 
union of Church and· State in its· fullest 
extent. The Dark Ages stand as the 
great example of the effects of the union 
of Church ~nd State, yet all that was done 
then was the enforcement by civil govern
ment of what the Church claimed was the 
law of God. We think tliat our friends 
can readily see from this that when the. 
United States or any other government, 
legislates concerning any one or the whole 
.of the commandments, it effects just to 
that extent a union or Chlli'Ch and State; 
and the argument already given shows 
how dangerous to morality and pure re
ligion is such a union. The state of mor
ality will be just as much below the true 
morality as the power that presumes to 
enforce the law of God is below God. 
Are there any of our C1ristian readers 
who wish to see such a condition of things 
in the United States, or who will lend 

. their influence to bring it about? 
E. J. W. 

A Representative Decision. 

IN support of his advocacy of the Bible 
and " natural religion " in the public 
schools, Joseph Cook has cited the de
cision of Circuit Judge John R. Bennett 
of Wisconsin. That our readers may see 
how it is that the Bible and religious ex
ercises are maintained in the schools by 
the decisions of courts, we propose to 
notice Judge Bennett's decision. This is 
important, not only, nor so much, for what 
he himself says, but also for what is said 
in other decisions from which he obtains 
the sanction of his action. 

This decision was rendered inN ovember 
1888. The cause which called it out was 
this: The preamble to the Constitution of 
the State of Wisconsin says:-

We, the people of Wisconsin; grateful to Almighty 
God for our freedom, in order to secure its blessings, 
form a more perfect government, insure domestic 
tranquillity, and promote the general welfare, do 
establish this Constitution. 

The Declaration of Rights says:-

The right of every man to worship Almighty God 
according to the dictates of his own conscience 
shall never be infringed, nor shall any man be com
pelled to attend, erect, or support any place of 
worship, or to maintain· any ministry, against his 
consent. Nor shall any control or interference with 
the rights of conscience be permitted, or any pref
erence be given by law to any religious establish
ment or mode of worship. 

And Article 10, Section 3, says:-
The Legislature shall provide by law for the estab

lishment of district schools, which shall be as nearly 
u:riiform as practicable, and such schools shall be 
free and without charge for tuition to all children 

. between the ages of four and twenty years, and 
no sectarian instruction shall be allowed therein. 

In the city of Edgerton, Wisconsin, 
there were "many" Roman Catholics who 
were sending and desired still to send their 
children to the public schools. They were 
residents and tax-payers for the support of 
the schools, and were equally entitled with 
all others to have their children instruct!!jd 
in these schools under the Constitution, 
Frederick Weiss and others, plaintiffs, pre~ 
sented a petition to the court respectfully 
setting forth-

That certain of the teachers employed by. the 
District Board, having charge of the schools to· 
conduct the same and instruct the pupils attending 
the same, including the children of the plantiffs, 
read to said pupils each and every day the schools 
are in session, and during school hours, certain 
portions of the Book, commonly known as the 
BIBLE, the teacher selecting ·the portions so read 
and using the translation known as the King James 
Version. 

That the plaintiffs, and many others of the i·esi· 
dent tax-payers of san school district, whose chil· 
dren attend said schools, and are under the control 
and instruction of said teachers, are, together with 
their children, members of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and conscientiously believe its doctrines, 
faith, and forms of worship, and that by said 
church, the said version is taught and believed to be 
an incorrect and incomplete translation by reason of 
the omission of a certain part of the books held by 
such church to be an integral portion of the inspired 
Canon: and it is further taught by said Roman 
Catholic Church and believed by its members that 
the scriptures ought not to be read indiscriminately, 
inasmuch as said church has Divine Authority. as 
the only infallible teacher and interpreter of the 
same, and that the 1·eading of the sa,me without 
note or comment, and without being expounded by 
the only authorized teachers and interpreters thereof, 
is zwt only not beneficial to the children in said 
schools, and especially the children of the plantiffs . 
who are members of said church, but likely to lead 
to the adoption of dangerous errors, irreligious 
faith, practice and worship, and that by reason 
thereof the practice of reading King James version 
of the Bible commonly and only received as inspired 
and true by the Protestant religious sects, is re· 
garded· by the members of said Roman Catholic 
Church, including the plaintiffs, as contrary to the 
rights of conscience, and as wholly contrary to, and 
in violation of the law, and that they believe such 
exercises as above set forth, and each and all of 
them to be sectarian instruction, in violatio:O. of SEC
TION 3 ARTICLE 10, of the Constitution of the State 
of Wisconsin. 

The District School Board, in its answer 
admitted that the Bible was read in th~ 
department where these Catholic children 
were; but 

"The answer avers that such children 
were not required to remain in the school
room during such reading, but were at 
liberty to withdraw during such reading 
if they so desire." 

The District Board in further answeting the peti
tion, upon information and belief deny that the 
Roman Catholic Church is the only infallible teacher 
or interpreter of the'Bible, but on the contrary aver 
upon information and belief, that every person has 
the 1·ight to read and interpret it for himself, and 
the claim of the relators in that regard is sectarian 
and that an enforcement thereof would be a viola
tion of the Constitution of this State, and deny,· that 
the reading of King James10version of the Bible, is 
contrary to the rights of conscience, or in violation 
.of law, or that the same is sectarian, or in violation 
of Section 3 of Article 10 of the Constitution of this 
State or the Statutes or CommonLaw of this State. 

That part of the answer which says that 
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the children were not required to remain 
in the room, but were at liberty to retire 
~uring t~e reading of the Bible, the Judge 
Justly disposed of by saying that " It 
might be very inconvenient .for th~ chil
drim of the plaintiffs to leave the school
rooms during this exercise, which I must 
regard as a part of the school exercise· 
and especially so, in the more incleme1it 
seasons of the year. And I am not aware 
~hat any .room is mentioned in the plead
mgt~ wluch they could conveniently retire. 
~nd 1twould seem to be an unquestioned 
nght 'of every taxable inhabitant . and 
patron of the school, to have his children 
remain in the rooms appropriated to their 
use for the time being, during all school 
hours, and to be present at all school ex
ercises; and that these exercises should 
not, ~e sectarian .in character, nor improp
erly mterfere With their religious convic
tions or conscientious scruples. I may 
here state that I place very little stress 
upon the fact that the children of the 
plaintiffs were not required to be present 
when the Bible was read. Because if the 
mere reading of~ the King James version 
of the Bible in the public schools of the 
Stat~ constitutes ' sectarian instruction' 
within the meaning of the Constitution, 
then it cannot be read." · 

Thus the main questions to be decided 
were, 1. Is the reading of the King James 
ver~ion of the Bible sectarian instruction? 
and, 2. What constitutes ~n improper 
and unconstitutional interference with the 

·rights of conscience ? And it is sincerely 
to be regretted that the Judge was not so 
fortunately clear in his decision of these 
two ~~estions as he was in hi~ disposal of 
the pitiful plea that the Catholic children 
were not required to· remain in the rooms 
while the Protestant Bible was being 
read. . 

9n both points he cites decisions of the 
Suprem~ Courts of Maine, Massachusetts, 
V: ermo~t: Illinois, and Iowa, and gives 
hlS demsmn accordingly: these decisions 
will be. noticed separately, as there is 
matter m them of vast importance to the 
Ametican people, in view of the use that 
has ' been 'made of them in Wisconsin. 
Jud~e Benn~tt presents very little opinion 
of his own m this decision, but what he 
does present is worthy of particular 
notice. · 

As to wh~ther the reading of the King 
James vers1on of the Bible in the public 
schools is sectarian or not, the Judge 
says:-

Ifthis belief of the members of the Roman Cath
olic Church is suffcient to exclude the Bible from 
the .public scho?ls, it would exclude any and all 
versiOns from bemg read except the Douay version 
and t~i,s . also unless read and expounded by .a~ 
authonzed teac~er and interpreter of the same. 
. . . . The logical resl.llt of this clai_m of the plain

tiffs IS .that the Douay version is the only version 
that. could. be read in the public schools, ·and this 
on.ls: when rea,~ and expol\llded by a duly ordained · 
pnest,. who undoubtedly would expound and inter
pret th~ same in accordance with the teachings 
:;1.nd behefs of such church. This it would seem, 

would amount to " sectarian instruction" within 
the meaning of the Constitution; and the same 
wrong would be inflicted upon others of which the 
plaintiffs complain. · 

It is wholly a gratuitous assumption ~n 
the. part of the Judge that the plantiffs 
desired to have the Douay version read 
in the place of the King James version· 
there is nothing in the case anywhere that 
shows anythin?' of the kind. They simply 
asked to be relieved from being compelled 
to h.ear the reading of the King James 
verswn. But let it be granted that the 
logic • of the case would demand that the 
Douay version 'only should be read. . Is it 
not just as proper that the Roman Catho
lics shal~ .d~mand that the Douay version be 
read, as 1t 1s for the Protestants to insist 
that the King James version shall be read? 
Oh no! says the the Judge, that " would· 
amount to sectarian instruction within 
the meaning of the Constitution." Well 
then, if the reading of the Douay version 
according to the Roman Catholic idea: 
would amount to sectarian instruction 
how is it that the reading of the Kin~ 
~ames version, ~ccording to the Protestant 
Idea, would not amount to sectarian in
struction? How is it that this would be 
to inflict upon others ''the same wrong '' 
as that of which the plaintiffs themselves 
now complain, when the whole course of 
this judicial argument and decision is to 
make it appear that no wrong is inflicted 
upon the plaintiffs? 

If this decision is correct, then no wrong 
could be inflicted by the Roman Catholics 
in so doing, and the Judge contradicts 
himself and his decision when he says it 
would be to inflict a wrong. .And in this 
self-contradiction he has lost his case. In 
sayi~g that t~e reap.ing of the Douay 
verswn, accor.dmg to the Roman Catholic 
formula, would be sectarian instruction 
within the meaning of the Constitution 
in all justice the Judge just as certainl; 
says. that the reading of the King James 
verswn, according to the Protestant for
mula, is also sectarian instruction within 
the meaning of the Constitution. In say
ing that the doing of that by the Roman 
Catholics would be to inflict a wrong on 
others, in all justice the Judge as certainly 
says that the doing of this by the Protes
tants is likewise to inflict a wrong upon 
others. This wrong, within the meaning 
of the Constitution was inflicted upon the 
Roman Catholics of the city of Edgerton. . 
They petitioned the Court for relief. ·Their 
petition was refused. Therefore it is 
clearly demonstrated that the Circuit 
~o~rt of Wis?on_si?', Judge Bennett pre
SI~n;g, does JUdiCially sanction the in
fliCtiOn, '?-P<?n the Roman Catholics, of a 
wrc:>ng withm the meaning of the Consti
tutiOn of that State. 

We shall Sll,Y s~me more on this sl!lbject 
next week; but m closing we wou1a re
spectfully submit to all friends of the 
Golden Rule, and love~s of justice, Have 
not t~e Roman Cathohcs some cause for 
oppos;tion . to th~ public school system, at 
least m W1sconsm? A. T. J. 

Government and the Sermon on the 
Mount. · 

. (By the Bishop of Peterborough, England.) 

··(Continued.) 

WHEN we have seen, however that a 
Christian State is bound only by those 
precepts of Christ which are addressed to 
it as such, does it therefore follow that it 
is freed from all moral obligations what
s~e:er, or that its morality is something 
different in its nature. from that of the in
dividual? Nothing of the kind. The State 
is bou~d by precisely the same morality 
that bmds the individual; for morality is 
not a dnty of positive, but of natural obli
gation, and is binding therefore on all 
men under: all possible circumstances. The 
State may not, any more than the individ
ual. may, act immorally in the discharge 
of Its trust. As he may not lie nor steal 
for· his ward's, so neither may the State. 
It may not, fo:r instance, in the interests 
of its citizens, plunder the property of 
other States, or lie to them; or take unfair 
advantage of them in any way. Similarly 
. , ll . m a Its dealings with its own subjects 
it mus~ ~e scrupulously and equally just, 
But this IS a natural and not·a distinctive-
1! Christian obligat!on. Morality and jus
tiCe were not created, nor even revealed 
by Christ; they existed, and were know~ 
to exist, before the giving of the Sermon 
on the Mount, and would have continued 
to exist had that discourse never been 
spoken, or had He who spoke it never ap
peared among men. 

[Here th~ Bishop makes a singular slip. 
The State 1s a person only by a legal fie-. 
tion, as a railroad company or any other 
corporation is a person. But to say that 
the State is a moral person, is to speak be
yond all manner of propriety. "The State, 
as separated from the individuals who com
pose it, has no existence except in a figure." 
"The State is the people organized into a 
political body." "The State owes to its 
own citizens all that it is." The State as 
an acting thing is, and can be represented 
Dnly in the persons who hold the power of 
the government or the administration.· The 
State, o£ itself, can do no wrong. When 
wrong is done the moral guilt attaches 
only to the persons who are tho adminis
tration -or the Government. The State can
not steal. If· any of the officers of the 
United States Government to-day. should. 
steal, the person who stole would bear 
the guilt of the theft, even though he 
should have stolen for the benefit of the 
:State. Queen Victoria or Lord Salisbury 
·could not do a dishonest thing, and pass 
over the moral guilt to the account of the 
British Empire. The Parliament of Eng
land cannot pass a cruel or oppressive act 
.and then expect the guilt to fall upon the 
:State. The individual members of the 
Pa:liament, as individuals, would each be 
gmlty, a~ he participated in the wrong. 
:Vhen Chve employed the trick of chang-

-mg documents, and committed forgery to 
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obtain. possessions in India for the British 
State, it was he and not the State who was 
guilty of the forgery.-Editor.] 

We have yet to consider how far the . 
State is justified in enforcing the precepts 
of Christ upon its subjects. Of such an 
.attempt I have said that it would result in 
the establishing of an intolerable tyranny. 
His great la.w, as we have seen, is that of 
self-sacrifice entire. and absolute, even to 
the giving. up of life itself when ·he de
mands it .. Now self-sacrifice, being op
posed to the natural instinct of self-pres
ervation, can only become possible by the 
help of some strong, Q,eep passion, which 
overmasters this natural instinct. That 
passibn in Christ's' kingdom is love. Now. 
this ponstrainihg motive is precisely that 
thing which the State cannot supply. It 
has no power to kindle in men's hearts 
that consuming ·fire of divine love which 
burtrs out the selfishness of human nature. 
Nor has It "treasure in heaven" where
~ith to reward those who sacrifice for it 
treasures upon earth. The State; there
fore, if it is to ·be just, must not demand · 
in the name of law what can only be de
manded or conceded in the name of love. 

·To demand, them, apart from that con
dition which. can alone make them endur
able, would be to act unjustly and tyran· 

·nically. 

THJl] STATE CANNOT ENFORCE CHRIST'S 

.?REOEPTS. 

_ In the next place, however, it is to be 
observed that the attempt to enforce 
. Christian precepts by the State can never 
prove successful. It is not possible for the 
State really to enforce any precept of 
Christ. As a proof of this. let us take 
this very. question of Christian socialism. 
Christianity, as it eeems to me, is mani
festly neither socialistic nor communistic, 
inasmuch as it does not require as a con
dition of membership in the Christian so
ciety either the abolition of property, which 

· is comm11nism, or any form of compulsory 
redistribution of it, which is ,socialism. It· 
would be communistic if it had said that 
no Christian shall possess . property. It 
would be socialistic if it had said that 
every Christian shall submit to a certain 
redistribution of his .property by the rulers 
of the Church. It says, however, neither 

'of these things. In the impulsive attempt 
. at communism, recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, the right of each individual to 
give away or to retain his property as he 
might think fit is distinctly recognized. 
"Whilst it remained was it not thine 
own? After it was sold was it not in thine 
own power?" This is not communism. In 
all its many precepts of benevolence and 
charity, the amount and the manner of 
distribution by the rich to the poor is left 
to the judgment and conscience of the in
dividual. This is not socialism. Let us 
suppose, however, the State proceeding to 
. enforce some one of these Christian pre- · 
cepts of benevolence,- such, for instance, 

as this: "Charge them who are rich in 
this world that they be ready to give and 
glad to distribute;" and that it does this 
by taking forcibly from the rich and dis
tributing to the poor. Is it not clear that 
the moment the State has done this it has 
made it impossible to obey this precept? 
For how can a man "give" that which the 
State has taken from him, or "distribute" 
that which the State is distributing in his 
stead? And as for the gladness and the 
readiness in such a case, we all know what 
is the gladness and the readiness with 
which we greet the visits of the rate
collector. The State would, in that case, 
have substituted for a charitable gift a 
legal impost, and would thereby have de
stroyed the freewillingness which is of the 
very essence of all Christian charity. 

If socialism then means-what I suppose 
most persons would understand it to mean 
-the forcible redistribution of wealth by 
the State, Christian socialism is a contra
diction in terms; for Christiani.ty knows 
nothing of force; its motive power is love, 
and where force begins love ends. And 
this is the real meaning of the saying that 
we cannot make men virtuous by act of 
Parliament. We cannot do so because free
willingness is of the essence of all virtue. 
We can, therefore, no more have State 
Christian benevolence than we can have 
State Christian temperance, or State Chris-

. tian chastity, or State Christian virtue of 
any kind whatsoever.'· To talk, therefore, 
of the State, in this matter of socialism, 
"compelling men to obey the precepts of 
Christ" is to talk undiluted and mischiev
ous nonsense .. 

TIIE STATE CANNOT BECOME THE CHURCH. 

The conclusion from all that I have said 
seems to me then to be briefly this : The 
Church is not and cannot become the 
State; the State is not and cannot become 
the Church. These words stand for two 
wholly distinct and different societies, 
having different aims, different laws, and 
different methods of government. The 
State exists for the preservation of men's 
bodies; the Church for the salvation of 
their souls. The aim of the State, even 
put at its highest, is the welfare of its cit
izens in this world; the aim of the Church 
is their holiness here in order to their wel
fare hereafter. The duty of the Church 
is to eradicate sin; the duty of the State 
is to prevent or to punish crime. 

When we hear pious men clamoring for 
the State to "put down" this because it is 
"so wrong," or to enforce that because it 
is "so right," insisting, that is to say, that 
the State shall constitute itself the guard
ian. of men's souls as it is the guardian of 
their bodies, and as such that it should re
press all vice and all irreligion as it is 
bound to repress all crime-we are amazed 
that they do not see what results would 
follow from their principles if logically 
carried out. Once, and once only, in our 
history were they so carried out. It was 

during the brief but terrible reign af the 
saints in England; and those who knt!W 
what a sour, sullen, and dreary tyra,nny 
that reign established, what hypocri~y it 
fostered, and what a wildly licentious re
action it produced, may well view with 
anxiety symptoms of an attempt to revive 
such a government among us now, believ
ing that it would result in a fussy, prying, 
omnipresent, and utterly unendurable rule 
of faddists and of fanatics, to be followed 
after a time by just such an outburst of 
licentiousness as marked the period of our 
Restoration. It is for this reason that I, 
for one, do not care to see the sanction of 
Christianity invoked in behalf of any 
schemes of political change. Christianity 
is no more a ''judge and divider" of men's 
''inheritance" now than was her Master 
long ago. Men may not now any more 
than they might then "take him by force 
to make him a king." 

(Concluded next week.) 

"Sunday Shaving" 

THE local barbers' union of Detroit, 
Michigan, have made an appeal to all 
Christian pastors and people, asking them 
to lend their assistance in the effort the 
union is now making to close the barber
shops of the city on Sunday. The appeal 
sets forth that the journeymen barbers are 
now compelled to labor three hundred and 
sixty-five days in the year, keeping such 
unreasonable hours that they are wholly 
unable to enjoy any social or religious 
privileges. 

It is no doubt a great grievance for the 
barbers, or anybody else for th~:J.t matter, 
to be compelled to work seven days in the 
week. But we are not aware that there 
is a law in existence requiring any such 
amount of labor; and we do know that 
there i8 a law which requires them to rest 
on Sunday. Why, then, do they not take 
their rest? The fact that these men work 
seven days in the week shows that they 
have no regard for the Sabbath command
ment, and consequently they are not re
ligious. The query at once arises, Why . 
was this appeal mads to the prea.chers? 
They are not the law-making power in 
the nation. Why should they make an 
appeal to those .who profess to be religious 
to help them in securing that for which 
they have no regard, and which they al
:ceady possess ? That is like the boy pick~ 
ing up stones in the meadow. He said 
that he was looking for something he 
didn't want to find. 

These barbers claim that they want so
cial and religious privileges. But there is 
a law which grants them all the religious 
privileges they could reasonably ask for, 
and there is another law which if en
forced, would absolutely require them to 
take their Sunday rest. But as they pay 
no regard whatever to the right which 
they have to rest on Sunday, nor to the 
law which requires them to rest on that 
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day, it is clear that this appeal is made 
wlth an altogether different object in view 
than that of securing religious privileges. 
Isn't this about it: they want to enjoy 
the privileges of ·a weekly holiday with-· 
out the annoyance of thinking that their 
customers are being shaved by their neigh
bor barbers.· In ·other words, they want 
to enjoy what they are pleased to call so- · 
'Cifl,l and religious privileges at some one's 
else expense. They would have us to 
uhderstand that it is impossible· for them 
to enjoy: their co-called social and religious 
privilegks, unless those who forego these 
privileges, for a business profit, are re- · 
quired to enjoy them too. How would it 
be if our barber friends should desire to 
attend a religious meeting, dr go on an 
excursion on some other day of the week 
than Sunday? Must they needs make an 
appeal to the preachers to help them in 
secul'ing a right which they already pos
sess? 

Again, should they take a day out of 
the week for recreation or religion, they 
expect to be at the expense of that day's 
work; and whatever profit would accrue 
to them from the business of the day, 
were they at their places of business, they 
t::Jxpect to go into the hands of their com
petitors. Why, then, are they not willing 
to grant to their competitors the same 
privileges on Sunday that they grfl,nt to 
them on other days of the week under 
similar circumstances ? 

The plea is often made that the work
man cannot retain his place without work
ing on Sunday. But if he thinks his 
eternal salvation depends on his keeping 
Sunday, and yet he labors on· that day 
for fear of losing his situation; it shows 
that he thinks. more of his situation than 
he does· of his salvation. So far as this 
world's goods are concerned, religion is 
the most expensive thing in the world; 
for it requires all that a man has, and any 
man who is not willing to give all that he 
poss.esses for his religion, even to his life 
if necessary, ought to be ashamed to ask 
assistance in securing what he calls re
ligious privileges at some 6ne's else ex
pe~se. And further, the pre:;tcher who 
would render any such assistance is un
wotthy of his calling. 

But how· do the preachers regard the 
appeal ? Rev. C. R. Henderson of the 
Woodward, A venue Baptist Church, on 
•sunday evening, December 22, took ,a 
very strong stand in favor of assisting the 
barbers to secure the object of their 
appeal. He said the law of the State 
very prqperly prohibited it (Sunday shav
ing), and he believed that the glory and 
advancement of our people was due more 
"to the legal recognition of. the Sabbath 
than to -anything else." The State does 
indeed prohibit Sunday shaving, but very 
improperly as we think We had sup
posed that the one object of the State was 
to protect men in their belief, whatever 
that belief may be, even if it consists in 

unbelief of some of the practices of the 
Christian religion. And there is no ·good · 
reason why they should not be protected 
in the honorable discharge of their busi
ness on any day of the week. But when 
the State takes upon itself to say that one 
day of the week is more sacred than' the 
rest, and to dictate which day of the 
seven that is, and how it shall be ob- ' 
served, it has taken upon itself a work 
that does not belong to it. 

Dr. Hertdetson says he believes the glory 
and advancement of our people is due 
more to legal recognition of the Sabbath 
than to anything else. We had supposed 
that glory and advancement in an individ
ual or a nation, so far as this world is 
concerned, are seen. in the stand which they 
take in defense of. human rights. But 
any State that requires the recognition 
of Sunday, or of any other religious 
institution, is performing an inglorious 
action and is taking a long step backward · 
toward tl,le superstition of the Dark Ages. 
It is taking its stand in defense of human . 
wrongs. 

If these barbers thirl.k that the observ
ance of Sunday is essential to their salva
tion, what an opportunity is here presented 
for them to gain glory and honor by vol
untarily refusing to labor on that day 
even at the risk of losing their situation! 
What an opportunity is presented for re
buking "those who lay claim to a certain 
amount of goodness," as Mr. Henderson 
expresses it. He says: "If those who lay 
claim to a certain amount of goodness 
would do this (cease to patronize the shop 
on Sunday), Sunday work w.ould be made 
unprofitable, and when that condition is 
reached the evil will be corrected." It 
would seem from this that the profits aris
ing from keeping the shops open on Sun
day, comes from "those who lay claim to 
a certain amount of goodness;" becaufle if 

. their patronage is withdrawn, the business 
will "be made unprofitable." The sin then 
of keeping the barber shops open seven days 
in the week, lies at the door of those who 
lay claim to a certain amount of· goodness 
(whoever may qe meant by .that term), for 
they a~e the ow3s wh.o create the demand. 
In suggesting how the object of the bar
bers might be secured, Mr. Henderso.n 
proposes not to preach to them the exceed
ing sinfulness of the thing, but instead, 
to make their business unprofitable, and 
so compel them to be righteous by making 
it unprofitable to sin. But the only reason 
why they keep their shops open on any 
day of the week is because it is .profitable. 
No doubt they would close them altogether 
if it didn't pay to keep them open; con
sequently if the barber shops should all 
be closed on Sunday the only conclusion. 
we· can draw would be that it dees n't pay 
to keep it open, and not that tlie owner is 
a Christian. A. E. LELAND. 

" Extensive religious combinations to 
effect a political object are alwas danger
ous."-United States Senate. 

Sunday Rest Leagues; 

THE Pearl of Days, official organ of the 
. . • t 

American Sabbath Union, makes the fol-
lowing announcement in its issue of Feb
ruary 7, 1890:-

The Sunday Closing Association, of 
Chicago, acting upon the Roman military 
principle of "carrying the war into Af-
rica," hasprepared "a plan for the organ
ization of the Sunday-rest people in each 
ward ".into Sunday-rest leagues. The con
stitution thus defines the purposes and 
terms of membership:--

ART. 2.-The object of this league shall be to co- · 
operate with the Chicago Sunday Closing Associa· 

· tion in securing, by all proper means, freedom from 
unnecessary Sunday labor, and especially the· clos
ing of factories, shops, stores, and saloons on Sun
day. 

ART. 3.-Thisleague shall be composed of repre- · 
sentatives of the whole population of the -· ward, 
independent of sectarian control or party dictation. 
Any citizen who is in favor of the object of this 
association and desires to aid in the furtherance of 
the same may become a member by signing this 
constitution. 

Ward organizers ·will be appointed to 
carry out these provisions. Efforts will be 
made to secure the selection of a:Idermen 
at the coming city election who favor the 
closing pf saloons on Sundays and the ces
sation of all unnecessary work on that day. 
No sect, faction, or special influence will 
control the ward leagues. The men·who 
want to rest on Sunday will control the 
ward organiz11tions, and they will hav8 
the opportunity of making their influence 
felt at the ballot-box, whether of independ
ent candidates or for nominees of either 
political Plitrty who will favor Sunday rest. 
By this method of working the city, which 
is substantially after the long-established 
ways of the old pol-itical organizations,· 
the Sunday Closing Association expects to 
develop,,direct, and establish public opin
ion for practical advances upon the en
emy's works. It is "bearding the lion in. 
his den." The idea is novel, inspiring, and 
bold.. Its results will be watched ;with in
terest, and the example, if even partially 
successful in the great city of the West, 
will be followed in more favorable local
ities. It me~ns much more than m~ss 
meetings and strings of resolutions. 

The Colorado Graphic remarks that "the 
renewal of the Blair Educatio.nal Amend
ment Resolution and Sunday-rest Bill 
before the Fifty-first Congress is causing 
many thoughtful men to reflect seriously 
as to the proper relation of the Church 
and the State, and religion and the public 
schools.''· · · 

The Graphic also says that " Sunday 
special laws are religious laws and ·J:mcon
stitutional. To ask for· religious legis
lation is to degrade religion and weaken 
its influence. ·Christ taught this. The 
word of God teaches· it from Genesis to 
the Revelation." 
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NoTE,-Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having .ordered it may know that it is sent to hi;m by some 
frielld, unless plainly marked "Sample cqpy." It is our invari
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except . 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
tl1e SENTI'NEI; need have no fears tbat they will be asked to pay 
for it simpiy because they take it from the post-office. 

THE ide~ of "one~ seventh part of time" 
being necessary for physical rest is a fraud, 
and is based on a fraud. 

IT is liberty that mankind wants, not 
gracious coddling. It is the right to 
make the most of powers and opportuni
ties, every man in his own fashion, and 
not such regulations as the stable proprie
tor gives to his horses in order that they 
shall not be overworked or underfed.
New York World. 

------------THE Nashville Christian Advocate says: 
The 'church needs more power rather than more 

machinery. It is a malign paradox of ecclesiastical 
history that as power declines machinery increases. 

True enough. And the power of the 
churches ih the United States has declined, 
and the machinery has increased to that 
extent that nothing short of the machin
ery of the national Government is counted 
of any worth. And in the enactment and 
enforceml'mt of the National Sunday-law, 
they demand that this m~chinery shall be 
set in motion. 

A FEDERATION of the churches of the 
United States is earnestly advocated by 
Dr. McCosh, ex-president of Princeton 
College, somewhat after the mode of the 
Federal Governinent of the United States. 

• We slwuld not be surprised if some such 
scheme as that would yet be entered into 
by the church_es. The organization of the 
Church upon the political model of the 
Empire in the fourth century was the one 
grand step in the organization of the Papal 
hierarchy. " Say ye not, A confederacy, 
to all them to whom this people shall say 
A confederacy." ·Isa. 8: 12. 

UNDER' the leadership of the so-called 
Woman's Chi'istian Temperance Union, of 
Rhode Island, the friends of prohibition 

'in that State, are being organized into a 
sort of. fourth-party called the '' Prohib
itory League," with the object of getting 
a prohibition amendment to the State 
Constitution adopted again. A prohibi
tion amendment was adopted in 1886, and 
was repealed in 1889. And now the pro
hibition Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union propose to have it again enacted. 
At this rate the Constitution of Rhode 
Isla~d beqomes practically of no more 
weight than is any act of the legislature. 

It is the just pride.of the American people, 
that:their liberties are guarded by. written 
. Constitutions. When Constitutional pro
visions are reduced ,to the level of Statute 
law, to be enacted or-repealed a.tthe caprice 
of parties, then constitutional government 
is gone and liberty with it; and nothing 
remains .but an unchecked and ,_therefore 
unmitigated despotism. In this way the 
Woman's Christian· Temperance Union 
and· the Third and Fourth party Prohibi
tion. parties are doing far-reaching and 
untold evil. 

NATIONAL Reform principles are· gain
ing ground in other countries as well as in 
our own. The Christian Statesman of 

. February lg makes the following an
nouncement:-

A Hindoo gentleman has called a congress of 
Brahmin priests and learned men for the purpose of 
incorporating the Bible among the sacred books of 
India, and officially recognizing Christ as the last 
spiritual Avat!J>r, or incarnation of Brahma, the su
preme deity. 

When they shall have officially recog
nized Christ, and incorporated the ~ible, 
India will be a Christian nation of course, 
just as officially to recognize Christ and 
the Bible in our national constitution will 
make this a Christian nation. 

THROUGH contentions in the Legislatilre 
New York City stood in much· danger of 
losing the World's Fair for 1892. Mass 
meetings were held this week, on Tuesday, 
to create such a public sentiment as might 
bring the Legislature to concerted action. 
In the preliminary meeting that was held 
to organize for the mass meetings, the 
principal speech was made by Colonel 
Shepard · of · the Mail and Express, and 
one point on which he laid special stress 
was this:- · 
A~k the ministers to pray for pleasant weather 

on that day, and do not do any of your prep\tratory 
work on Sunday. 

But Ron. Chauncey .M. Depew said 
that he read in the Bible /"Blessed are 
the peacemakers for they shall be called 
the children of God," and on the strength 
of that text :he spent all day Sunday 
in the endeavor to bring the warring 
factions to an aggreement, and he was 
successful. The· mass meeting was a 
splendid success; but it was evident to 
everybody that that success was vastly 
more owing to Mr. Depew's Sunday work 
than to Mr. Shepard's Sunday rest. 

ANOTHER step by Congress toward legis
lating in behalf of religion appears in a 
bill-Fifty-first Congress, S. 1748--'-intro- • 
duced by Senator Vance, of North Caro
lina, ''For the Relief of the Sisters of the 
Holy Cross in the City of Wasb.ingtori., 
District of Columbia," which provides 
that-

From and after the passage of this act a certain 
piece of land in the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia, known as lot sixteen, in square two hun
dred and forty-seven of the plan of that city, and 

owned and occupied by the Sisters of the Holy 
Cross, and all the buildings. and grounds or property 
appurtenant thereto and used in connection there
with, in the District of Columbia, shall be exempt 
from any and all taxes and assessments, national, 
municipal, or col,).nty; and all taxes or assessments, 
together with the interest and penalties now due 
and unpaid upob. said property shall be, and they 
are hereby remifted. 

Why should the propert;r of ''the Sisters 
of the Holy Cross" be exempt .from all 
taxes and assesslilents, any more than the 
property of everybody else? What is the 
particular benefit of the Sisters of the 
Holy Cros~, o.Jer everybody else, to the 
nation, the city, and the county, that . 
their property should be exempt from all 
taxes and assessments at the expense of 
everybody else in the nation, the city, and 
the county? It will doubtless be answered 
that this is church property, and that all 
church property is exempt. Then we 
would ask the same questions in regard 
to all the church property in the· nation. 
. Why should the people be required thus 
to pay tribute to the churches? If Con
gress can require that this measure of 
tribute shall be paid by the public to the 
churches, why can it not also require that 
all the revenues required by the -Churches· 
shall likewise be paid by the public? If 
so much shall be done when it is asked, 
what is to hinder the doing of all the rest 
as it shall be asked? Our comments upon 
the bill concerning the clock and bells are 
to be applied to this bill also; and of this, 
too, we say, Let it be killed. And let every 
other like it be annihilated throughout 
the Union. 

THE Fresno (Cal.) Inquirer, a live news
paper published in the metropolis of· the 
San Joaquin Valley, has a "Department 
of Church a:rid State and Temperance," 
ably edited by N. J. Bowers, a. former 
contributor to the columns of the AMERI
CAN SENTINEL. We are . glad that the 
secular press not only in California, but 
very generally throughout the country, is 
waking up to the importance of this ques
tion; and this is the more encouraging 
from the fact that a large majority of the 
secular papers are opposed · to so-called · 
National Reform, and to the schemes of 
the American Sabbath Union. We .bid 
the Inquirer Godspeed in its new depart
ure, and trust that it will add greatly 
both to its popularity and to its influence. 
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WE present herewith a fac-simile of page 26 of the 
latest document issued by the American Sabbath Union. 
The document as a whole comprises 126 pages, and is 
entitled "Addresses on the Civil Sabbath, from a 
Patriotic and Humanitarian Standpoint," by Wilbur F. 

Crafts. lt is not at all difficult to discern the handicraft 
of the. author in the matter of which this is a fac-simile. 

Please observe that the impression which is plainty 
conveyed is, not that it should be or that it ought to be, 
but that ~t is ''To be hung on the breast of every 
person who buys postage stamps, provisions, cigars, 
clothing, or what not," on Sunday. 

At this rate how long will it be before they will be 

proposing to paint hobgoblins and devils upon the hats 
and garments, and to brand with the letter S the fore
heads, of those,who do not keep Sunday? 

Neither the spirit nor the principle of this proposal 
is removea a single degree from that which did paint 
such devices upon the garments, and brand the fore
heads; of people.in times past. 

And we should like for the author of this production 
to point out wher!J in this proposal there is a particle of 
'either patriotism or humanity .. 

. And tho libelous thing is for sale by the hundred!! 
And why for sale unless it is expected that they will be 

used ? ~itd how can it be expected that they will be 
used, unless it is first presumed that the American peo
ple are of so loathsome a disposition as willingly to 
engage. in such an infamous undertaking ? 

Such a presumption is an open insult to the civili
zation, and a 'cruel outrage upon the Christian senti
ment, of the American people. 

And the effect of it ought to be to arouse such a degree 
of righteous indignation as· to consign the Sunday-law 
movement to the everlasting infamy which this badge 
shows that it deserves. 

Fac-Simile of Pe> -:se 26 of the Latest Sunday-law Document Issued 
by the American Sabbath Union. 

SABBATH REFORM LIBRARY, Vol. I, No. 5, JAN. 16, 1B90. 
lssued quarterly and semi-weekly, by AUTHORS' PUBLISHING Co •.• 150 Nassau St., 

N. 1: WILBUR F,.. CRAfTS, Editor,, . 
400' pp. per year, subscription price, 75c. This 2 pag·e number; 25c. per 100, 

Entered tn N, Y. P. 0. as second class ~atter, 

[To be hung on the breast of every one who buys 
postage stamps, provisio_:il,s, cigars, clothing, or what not, 
on the Sabbath.] 
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That' Representative Decision. 

. 'Vy'HAT·ARE THE RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE?. 

Ti:m decision of Judge l3inmett; ~!" no
ticed .last week., was 'that the reading of 
the D(.).u~y.vwsion of .the Bible,_accordiqg 
to Roma,:h O~tholic views, in the public 
school!;3, wo:qld be'" sectari~:~o:o. instruption ;, . 
within t;he. p1eaniiig qf tb:e Constitutirm, 
a:riqw:{ivld be to inflict a wrong upql'l. those 
w;n; ·are. not ·Roman C~tholip§. · Yfe ·say·· 
again,. t;hat if .. the reading , o:f the D_ouay 
version, according to the Romf!.n 0ath91ic 
forms, in the p11blic schools, would Q!':) sec
tarian instruction, then it is as certainly 
true that the reading of the King James 
version, according to Protestant forms, is 
also sectarian instruction. 

It is a distinctively Protestant doctrine 
that the Bible, without note or comment, 
is the word of God. It is a distinctively 
Roinau Catholic doctrine that the Bible as 
explained by the Church is the word of 
God. The l~ttf'lr is no more distinctively 
Cathqlicdoctrine than the former .is dis
tinctively Protestant. The Roman Cath
olic doctrine on this point is not one iota 
more sectarian than is the Protestant doc
trine. ·As is Wfilll known the Protestant 
positton is defined in the motto, "The 
Bible, and the Bible only, 1s the religion 
of Protestants." This is virtually con
fessed by Judge :Sennett whei he says:-

I1>i~ a matter of history that' from the time the 
King .James version of the Bible was printed and 
published it has always been read by all Protestant 
denominations without hindrance, and that it 'has 
been:l.lsed as a reading-book in the schools of Eng- · 
land !JS well as in the common schools of this 
country. 

C~rtainly it has been read by all Protest
ant denominations, and that. because they 
q,re Protestant. Certainly it has been read 
in the schoqls of England, because Eng
land is distinctively a Protestant country; 
Prof~stantism is there established by law; 
none but a Protestant sovereign can ever 
sit u,pon the throne; the schools of Eng
land ·are Protestant schools; ahf]. the King 
James version is read in those schools be
cause they are Protestant and·because it is 
intended to keep them Protestant by incul
cathy~· Protestant doctrine. And when 
Judge Bennett presents this reason for 
sa,ncHoning the reading of the King James 
.V.ersion in the public schools· of Wisconsin 
or any other State, he thereby argues that 
those are Protestant schools, and that it is 
proper to endeavor to keep them so by 
Protest~:j~Iit i~iiuence and the inculcation 
of Protesta,n,t doctrine; and this., too, at 
the expense of the Roman: Catholics, by 
compe.l.li'llg them to pay taxes for the same. 
And· t~~t is sectarian as certainly as the 
like would be sectarian if done by Roman 
Catholics. . 

' The School Bo~rd in their answer fur
th;er,-

·Upon information and belief, deny that _the.Ro-.. 
rQ.an Catholic Church is the only infallible teacher 
or interpreter CJf the Bible; but, on the contrary, 

' i - . (.' 

aver upon information and belief, ~lll,Lt every person from 'the judici~l be '' ith s~eking to 
has·t~~ right to relld and int~Jr;pr,e'~d% (!'or himself. ''control ~he .conscient.1 " , b~~llt=l~s' a,p-d ~ ac- . 

This raises an issue th~t is:doubly·false; tions 'of others;" .and :W$,t)i ',' crei:Ltli1g dis" . 
(1) Tlw plaintiffs did not atte:iript to al)sert, :: cord." : .. , , 
as this answer assumed, th.i1t':.they wished Th:e Court h~ld that .. sticfi·was· not -in 
to oblige th.e·Scliool 'Board or· anybo,qy else · anr. :w::ty any inter:fier~ce with' .the r~g~~s 
to r.eceive or to ackiwwledge the Roman~. of conscience, a;nd justified itsel~ · il). ,the 
Catholic Church· as the .only infalli.ble foilowing· ~qrm: The Constitution' of :Wis~ 
t~!:!>?lier and 'inter:r:reter of the Bible. T:P,~y_ eorisin says,;" Tlw right of every ma:n to 
only asserted th~t this was their consCien- worsl!ip ·.ahnighty God according to the 

.tious,belief, and asserted their right not to dictates of :J:lis q~:p. consCience shall 31ever 
be. compelled :to ·>r.eceive -instrU'Ction {n the be infringed,~ and the·C.Q-q.rt said:-
Bible from any other source,' and that But wh~t ;tni those rights [the rights of con
when they were so compelled their rights science]? Simply a right to worship the Supreme 
of conscience were invaded. (2) It avers Being according to the dictates of the heart. Can it 
that every person has the right to read be justly said in this case that the children of the 
and interpret the Bible for himself, when plaintiffs or the plaintiffs themselves, are in any 
the whole issue at bar was whether a per- way prohibited from worshiping God according to 

the dictates of their own conscience? Does the 
son has the right to read' it for another, simple reading of the King James version of the 
and to another, against his will,· and Bible interfere with or t!],ke away this g;reat right of 
whether a set of persons can compel others the plaintiffs or their children? · 

to hear it read. That is to say that, althou~h tb.e Roman 
Although upon both these points a false Catholics are compelled to hear read· the 

issue was raised in the answer, it yet re- Protestant Bible according to Protestant 
mains that on both points the Catholics form in the public school-house, they are 
were right. Has not any man an inalien- not prohibited from reading it, or hearing 
able right-civil, constitutional right-to jt read, according to Roman Catholic 
believe that the Roman Catholic is the forms, wherever else they may choose: 
only infallible teacher or interpreter of the that although they are compelled, in the 
Bible? Has not any man an inalienable public school, to conform to the· dictates 
right to believe that when the Bible is of the Protestant conscience, and to pay 
read or interpreted by another, there is for it at the same time, they are not pro
danger that those who hear will receive hibited from worshiping God according to 
erroneous impressions, and that such im- the dictates of their own conscience wher
pressions will be dangerous to their spirit- ever else they please. In other words, al
ual welfare? Has not any person an in- though every Roman Catholic has the 
alienable right to believe these things? Is "great right," the constitutional right, 
it not true that these things have a proper "to worship Almighty God according to 
place in the realm of conscience? Is it not the 0.ictates of his own conscience," he 
true, then, tha~ 'tii.ese things may be con- must at the same time conform to the dic
scientiously believed? Is it not a fact that tates ·of the Protestant conscience when 
the Roman' Catholics 'do conscientiously required to do so. Such are the rights of 
believe thus? conscience in Wisconsin. A. T. J. 

On the other hand, it is not necessary to (Concluded next week.) 
ask whether every person has not the right 
to read and interpret the Bible for himself, 
because the school board ''aver" this. Very 
well, then. Does· not the right· of every 
man to·. read and interpret .it for himself 
carry with it also the· equal right not to 
read qr interpret it at ali? And does not 
the right not to read or i-nterpret it like
wise carry with it' the right not io be com
pelled to hear it read? When, therefore, 
the Roll\an Catholics were compelled to 
hear the Bible .read in the public school 
buildings of th~ city of Edgerton, Wiscon
sin, Wf:!.S not that a direct'interference with 
the rights of conscience? 

It is impossible for us to conceive how 
any fair-minded person can answer any of 
these· questions in any other way than in 
the affirmative. Therefore, when the Con
stitution of Wisconsin declares "nor shall 
any ~ontrol of, ·or interference with, the 

·rights of conscience be permitted,'' and the 
Roman Catholics appealed for protection 
in this their constitutional as well as in
alienable right, ought not their appe!ll to 
have been heard? Yet instead of their 
appeal being heard, they were twitted 

Nothing but a Hoax. 

THE eight-hour moTement is jm'lt ~ww 
atkacmng considerable attention; but 
here is a bit of attention that it does not 
yet seem to have attracted: bne of the 
great objects proposed to be accomplished 
by 'it is to furnish employment to those 
who now have no work. That is to say, 
there is such a vast number of men unem
ployed that the workday must be short
ened, thus making it necessary to employ 
more men to do the work that there is to do, 
and so secure work for the army Of the now 

'unemployed. But here are the American 
Sabbath Union, and the Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union carrying on a 
campaign to secure laws "to prevent peo
ple from being forced to labor." If now 
there is such an immense number of peo
ple who have no work; and if it is neces
sary to make such an effort as is the eight
hour movement to give them work; then 
how can it be ·that so many are being 
forced to labor as to make it necet?sarY. tQ 
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enact laws to prevent it ? and how can it 
be that there is such an Egyptian bondage 
of !')nslt~,ved toil as the Sunday-law advo
cates so lamentingly describe ? In the pro
posed-efforts in behalf of the workingman, 
these two .. movements do not fit together 
at all. And the reason is that one of them 
-,-the Sundf!>y-law effort-is a. fraud. It is 
true they claim that those are '' forced 
to labor" only on Sunday. But,. in view 
of the vast army of the UT1employed, is it 
not true that. there are a multitude of men 
who would be only too glad to have the 
opportunity to work on Sunday for pl,'Oper 
wages? 'l'he fact is, that poor plea in 
behalf. of forced ~abor on Sunday has not 
a solitary item Qf merit to support it. It 
is nothing. but a sheer hoax; .. 

----~-··~------

That Fraud of a Fraud. 

WE. stated last we-ek that the theory 
that a seventh part of time, is· necessary 
for physical rest is a fraud and is based 
upon· a fraud., The authority for this 
seventh-part"of-time theory is "the Rev. 
Nicholas Bound, D.D., of Norton, in the 
county of Suffolk," England. He was a 
Puritan and promulgated this doctrine 
of. the Sabbath, in a book which he pub
lished about the year 1595 A. D. 

The way it came about was this: It 
was in the height of the controversy 

· between the Church of England and the 
Puritans about "habits and ceremonies, 
and church discipline." The Church of 
Engl~nd maintained, 

That though the holy Scriptures are a perfect 
:;;tandard of doctl'ine, they al·e not a rule of discipline 
and government: n,or is the practice of the apostles 
an invariable rule or law to the Church in succeed
ing ages, because they acted according to the cir
cumstances of· the Church in its infant and perse
cuted ·state: neither are the Scriptures a rule of 
human actions, so far as that whatsoever we do in 
matters of religion without their express direction 
or warrant .is sin, but many things are left indif
ferent. The Church is a society like others, in
vested with powers to make what laws she appre-. 
hends reasonable, decent, or necessary for her well
being and government, provided they do not 
intertere yvith or contradict the laws and command
ments of holy Scripture: Where the Scripture is 
silent, human· authority may interpose; we must 
then have'1·ecimrse to the reason of things and the 
rights of ·society. It follows from thence that the 
Church is at liberty to appoint ceremonies, and 
.establish order within the limits above mentioned; 
and her authority ought to determine what is fit 
and convenient. . 

. All.this the Puritans denied, and asserted 
that the Scriptures are a rule of discipline 
a~d governme,nt as well as a per!ect stand
ard: of doctrine. The positi9n of the 
Church of England, summar~ly stated, 
was,. that, whatever the Scriptures do not 
forbid, in ,matters of church discipline 
and church government, may be done 
without sin. While the Puritan .position 
was, that, Whatever is not commanded 
in ~he Scriptures, in these things, cannot 
be done without sin. The. Puritans there
fore dropped all church festival~ and feast 
days, surplices, habits, andceremqnies, and 

charged the Episcopalians with '' popish 
leaven and superstition, and subjection to 
the ordinances of men" because they re
tained these. As proof that ought to con
vince the Puritans that the Church had 
liberty in such things as these, the Epis" 
copalians produced the fact that the ob· 
servance of Sunday is only an ordinance 
of the Church and rests only upon the 
authority of the Church; and that the 
Puritans therefore, contradicted them
selves in observing Sunday while denounc
ing the authority of the Church the only 
authority upon which that observance 
rests. 

This put the Puritans in a box; and 
they had to cast about for some way to get 
themselves out. They would not admit 
the authority of the Church; because if 
they did ;(;hat would involve the obliga
tion to observe all the other festivals. 
Directions of Scripture to observe Sunday 
they found none, and yet they would not 
giv:e it up. There was great perplexity. 
What could be done ? Then it was that 
the inventive genius of Dr. Bound found 
play. He came to the rescue with the 
theory that, It is not the definite seventh 
day, but. "a seventh part of time" that is 
required by the fourth commandment to 
be kept for the Sabbath: that it is "not 
the seventh day from creation; but the 
day of Christ's resurrection, and the 

.seventh day from that:" that "the 
·seventh day is genus" in the fourth 
commandment, so that " the seventh day 
from creation, and the day of Christ's 
resurrection and the seventh from that" 
are "both of them at several times com
prehended in the .commandment, even as 
genus comprehendeth both his species," , 
Thus the fourth commandment was made 
to enforce the seventh day from cre.ation 
until the resurrection of. Christ and then . 
the first day from that time onward, 

This brought joy . to the Puritans, for 
it relieved them from the dilemma into 
which the answer of the Episcopalians 
had cast them. " This book had a 
wonderful spread. among the people." 
"All the Puritans fell in with this doc
trine, and distinguished themselves by 
spending that part of sacred time in pub- , 
lie, family, and private acts of devotion .. " 
Says Hey lin:-

This doctrine, carrying such a fair show .of piety, 
at least in the opinion of the common p.eopl!Ol, an.d 
such as did not examine the true grounds .. of ~t, 
induced many to embrace and defend it; .and in .~ : 
very little time it became the most bewitching error 
and the most popular infatuation ·that ever was 
embraced by the people of England. 

But for what purpose was this "seventh 
part of time" appointed? for what was it 
to be used when it had been discovered? 

"This year [1594] Dr. Bound published 
his treatise on the Sabbath, wherein he 
maintains the morality of a seventh part 
of time for the worship of God.-Neal, 
History of the Puritans, Part I Chapter 
VIII paragraph, 120. 

There was not in it the remotest idea 
that this time was for physical rest. It 
was solely for worship and religious ex
ercises. The suggestion of such a thought 
as that this time was intended or might 
be devoted to physical rest would have 
been spurned as only the suggestion of the 
arch enemy of all righteolisUElss, by the 
founder of the theory and by every other 
Puritan that ever lived in Puritan times. 
The theory therefore that a seventh part 
of time is necessary jDr' physical rest is' a 
positive fraud upon the original. 

And that the original invention that 
a seventh part of time is what is com
manded and required, by the fourth com
mandment, is a positive fraud, is clearly 
proved not only by the circumstances of 
its invention but also by every test of 
Scripture and every rule of law .. 

But. this theory of a seventh part of 
time for physical rest is not only .fl. fraud 
upon the original Puritan theory of a 
seventh part of time for the worship of 
God, it is alao a fra'Q.d lJ-pon ~he ,com-· 
mand)llent of God which enjoin\=~ the day 
of rest. That comrpandr,r.wnt 13ay'S: '' Re
member the Sabbath-day to ~eep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy 
work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates; for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed 
the Sabbath day, and hallowed it." 

Here are the reasons: first, he rested on 
the seventh day; second, he blessed it and 
m.ad~ H holy. That you may become tired 
js ~wt giyen as a reason for· doing no work 
on the .seventh day. God does not say that 
on th;e .seventh day you shall do no work 
b.e.c.a:o.f3e jf you should you would overdo or 
bxea;l}: <town your physical system .. Noth
).ng .of tl1.e kind. Man's physical yvants 
ar.e nqt ;referred to in the commandment. 
It s.:;ty,s., 1'Vork six days because the Lord 
W{)rked six days; rest on the seventh be
ca:t!.se .the Lord rested on the seventh day; 
keep that day holy, because the Lord blessed 
it.and made it holy. It is the Lord who is 
:to be held. in view. Itis the Lord who is 
to b.e exalted. Therefore the fourth com
man~'I:)J.ent and its obligations have solely 
to do with man's relationship to God. It 
is iQ.o,t .J,D.~:J>n's physical but his spiritual, 
needs th,at are held in view in the Sabbath 
commandment. 

This is further proved by referring again 
to the reason given in the commandment 
for the resting. It is to rest the seventh 
day because the Lord rested that day. 
Now did the Lord rest because he was 
weary from what he had done on the six 
days? Did he rest because if he should 
work longer there was danger of over
doing· or breaking down his physical 
system? Not at all. "Hast thou not 
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known? hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator 
of , the ends of the earth,· fainteth not, 
neither is· weary ? " Isa. 40: 28. This is 
what the Scripture says of it; and what 
one of the chief Sunday-law workers says 
of it is this:-

.If he is never weary how can we say of him that 
he rests ? . • • God is a spirit, and the only rest 
which ;he can know is the supreme repose which 
~nly the Spirit can know-in the. fulfillment of hfs 
purpose and the completeness as well as the com
pletio~ of his work. Just as in the solemn pauses 
between the ·creative days, he pronounced his creat
ures '' good," so did he rejoice over the finishing of 
his .work, resting in perfect satisfaction of an 
accomplished plan; not to restore his wasted 
~;~p.ergy."-Rev. Geo. Elliott,. Abiding Sabbath, 
Chap. L . 

.. The rest with which the Lord rested 
was spiritual rest, spiritual refreshing, 
and .delight i~ the accomplished work .of 
the.creation. As .the Lord's Sabbath rest 
vvas spiritual; and as his so resting is the 
reason for man's Sabbath rest, so man's 
·S~bbath is likewise to be olle of spirituf!>l 
r~st, ,f!piritual refreshing, and delight in 
the works and ways of God. This is 

. p~o-ved by that psalm for the Sabbath day, 
'' Thou Lord hast made me glad through 
t:O.y work; I will triumph in the works of 
thy hands." Ps. 92: 4. And py another 
Scr~pture, "If thou turn away thy foot 
from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure 
on my. holy day; and call the Sabbath a 
delig(l,t, the holy of the Lord, honorable; 
and.shalt honor him1 not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speaking thine own words; then shalt 
thou delight thyself in the Lord." Isa. 
58:13, 14 .. 

A day of weekly rest is in itself an in
stitution of God. Its basis is the rest of 
God,. which was wholly spiritual. Its pur
pose is to cultivate the spiritual in man. 
Its . authority is the commandment of 
God'which is spiritual and religious, and 
which must be religiously and spiritually 
G>bse~ved to be observed at all. As says 
the s~er .of Patmos. '' I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord~s day." 'The whole subject, 
therefore, in all its bearings~ is entirely 
beyond Jthe jurisdiction and even the reach; 
of the power of civil government or of . 
maJn, •i It rests wholly in the power and 
jur-isdiction· of God, and remains solely 
between the. individual and God. 

·Thus, we repeat, it is not man's physical, 
but his spiritual needs that are to be held 
in view in the Sabbath commandment. 
The Sabbath is intended to be a day in 
which to worship God-a day of holy re
:mimibtance ·of · him a:hd of meditation 
upon his works. The day is to be kept 
holy, ·hot civilly nor physically. If it is 
n6t ·kept holy it ·is not ·kept at all ill. the 

. purview of the commandment and the 
Author of the day of weeklyrest. 

ANALYSIS. 

' ·l. The Puritan theory ·of one-seventh 
part·of time .for the- Sabbath is· and in its 

inception was, a fraud upon the command
ment of God. 

2. The theory of one-seventh part of time 
for physicat rest is a fraud upon ' the 
original Puritan theory. 

3. The seventh part of time for phys
ical rest is therefore afraud upon a fraud. 

SYNTHESIS. 

1. In addition to its being a fraud upon 
the Puritan ·theory the seventh .·part of 
time for physical rest is· also a fraud upon 
the commandment of God. 

2. The Puritan theory of a seventh part 
of time for the Sabbath is itself a fraud 
upon the commandment of God. 

3·. The two together therefore-the Puri
tan Sabbath and the weekly physical rest 
day- interlocked as they are, form a 
HEAPED UP FRAUD. A~ T. J. 

-----------------
The Sanitary Blessings of a Sunday 

· Rest. 

that in a few of them, clerks were deprived 
of their rest by having to do duty at the 
bar. He did not seein to condemn the 
saloon business only so far as it caused 
work to be done on Sunday. He ex
pressed much .sympathy for saloon clerks, 
lamenting because they were so badly 
overworked that they were becoming un
healthy because of so much Sunday work! 
The other item of Sunday work that he 
discovered was so much worse than the 
labor of the saloon clerks that he was 
moved exceedingly. It was even horrid 
to think of. The thing that was so won
derfully bad wa13 the ·labor of some me
chanics laying a marble floor in the post
office building. He said that the excuse 
the postal department had to offer for 
having the work done on Sunday was 
that on that day the building was com

. paratively clear of the people who on 
other days came for their mail and this 
consideratfon made it necessary to do the 
work on Sunday. He stated that it was 

THE writer had the privilege December not at all necessary, however, to do the 
1, 1889, of hearing Rev. W. F. Crafts work on that day as the work could be 
speak twice upon the reasons why this ·done during the night. It seemed rather 
nation should make and enforce aN ational strange that a speaker who was arguing 

'Sunday Law. Among the chief consider- that the Government should make a law 
ations urged by the speaker was thB great for the protection of the health of the 
benefit it would be healthwise to the laboring man, to advise in the same speech 
American people. He argued that their that the. Government ought to hire· men 
greed for gain or the fear of losing their to. work in the night in order to protect the 
places of labor prevented them from tak- sacredness of Sunday. At this juncture 
ing proper rest. This want of rest was every careful listener could see the wolf 
breaking down the health of the laboring clearly expose himself as he turned under 
men of America and therefore the Gov- his sheep-skin. . 
ernment is in duty bound to interfere Logic demands that we accept all the 
from a sanitary consider~tion. He · re- conclusions that can be logically drawn 
ferred to the suggestions that had been from the premises which we occupy. The 
made by some that "rest" could be ob- speaker took his stand squarely· on the 
tained on other days of the week besides premises that it is the duty of the Govern
Sunday. To this proposition he would ment to enact laws compelling people to 
not agree. The rest 'must be on Sunday take care of their health, enforcing rest 
so as to give the working man the benefit upon them from a sanitary consideration. 
of a quiet day in wh,ich he could attend Not only must the Government· tell men 
church with his family. He would havt> how much they must rest but when they 
people under$tand that Sunday work is must rest. This rest must be on the time 
uncivil because it disturbs those who de- that· the majority want to rest. But they 
sire a quiet rest on that day. The law choose this particular time to rest because 
is absolutely necessary in order that the of their "religious convictions." 
people may reap the healthful benefit of Conclusion First: The time of the rest 
a Sunday rest. :Breaking the Sabbath he will be enforced altogether from a relig
said is a qime against man because it de- ious standpoint. Therefore it is a re
prives him of his rest. That is the man ligious.law. 
who works on Sunday is uncivil because , Conclusion Second: If it :ls the duty of 
other people want to rest and this consti- the Government to let the preachers dic
tutes it a crime. If the speaker occupied tate concerning the particular time to rest 
a tenable position, then labor on Sunday because of a. sanitary consideration, then 
not only injures the health of the man the Government is also 1mder obligation 
who works on that day but his labor also tb have the preachers decide which is the 
makes his neighbors unhealthy. For mo.st healthful mode of baptis~'because 
these reasons the Government ought to of a sanitary (?) consideration. Ifurther, 

·prevent Sunday labor. when they have decided, then the Gov-
He stated in his speech in the afternoon ernment ·must compel everybody to be 

of the day that I heard him, that he had baptized inthat particular manner. This 
been doing police duty during a part of is necessary in order that there may be 
the forenoon, and that he had discovered uniformity in the matter and that the 
some very bad things, indeed, going on in people may· not be allowed to injure their 
the city:(Indianapolis). He thodght most health by being baptized contrary to sani
of· the saloons were dosed yet he found tary laws. · This of course would onlybe 
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enforcing the "civil aspect" of baptism. 
()f course the '' religious aspect " would 
be left entirely to the liberties of the per
sons 'being baptized. This would not in 
the least interfere with the freedom of 
any body's conscience. They would be 
left free to be baptized as they choose. 
This would not be State religion at all .. 
It would simply be " the State and re
ligion." 

Conclusion Third: As the Government 
must decide how much a man may work 
and when he shall not work on account 
of his health.; therefore the Government 
ought to say how muyh a man may sleep 

· and when he shall not sleep. This is de
manded by a sanitary necessity. Also 
there should be a national law regulating 
the quantity and the quality of the labor
ing ma:r~'s food, with an appendix setting 
forth the time of day in which he must . 
take his meals: lest, he should eat too much 
or too little., or dine at an improper time 
and thereby injure his health. This is 
necessary from the nature of the case. 

The Governmen.t must also of necessity 
make out a national medical prescription 
for its citizens and make them take their 
m!;ldicinewl;tether they are willing or not. 
The public good demands all this and 
much more upon the same hypothesis that 
Mr. Crafts argues his sanitary Sabbath
law. But as there appears to be no end 
to the ridiculous things that are logically 
included in his premises, we will close, be
l~eving that the reader who has noted 
the inconsistencies and self-contradictions 
of National ~eformers will not be sur
prh'led at anything from them. 

WM. CovERT. 

That Orthodoxy in Iowa. 

THE following letter we cheerfully pub
lish, It is self-explanatory:

Marshalltown, Iowa, February 17, 1890. 
Editor " AMERICAN SENTINEL." 

Dear Sir : Your article in the SENTINEL of J anu
acy- 3, "Wa.s it Orthodox Y"-:-has just come to my 
notice and I thank you for publi.shing the facts. 
But you have been misinformed in one particular. 
The 'following is a mistake: '' Although a majority 
[of the veterans at the Soldiers' Home] sanctioned 
the arrangement of .the orthodqx ministers [to 

. exclude me from preaching at the Home], a large 
minority were decidedly outspoken against it,, etc. 
TP,efact is that the protest against.the arrangement 
:was almost unanimous, not only among the vet
erans· located' there but also among the people at 
large. 

The number of veterans located in the Home is 
three hundred and twenty-five, and when the 
arrangement· with the. '' Ministerial Expulsion As
sociation," as it is called here, became known at 
the Home before the arrangement was completed, 
a petition .was circulated among them asking that 
the Un~vers~tF~F minister ~hould no~ be del:larred 
from his a:ppomtment, wh1ch was signed by over 
two hundred·ofthe veterans and more would have 
signed it but the commandant gave them the assur
ance that the • proposition of the so-called " or
thodox " mirusters would not be accepted and I 
would not be excluded. Receiving this promise 
they cea,sed circulating the petition. 

.In justice to the noble veterans of th~ la~e w~r, 
· removing from them the slanderous tmphcatwn 

that a majotity of them would be in fay<;n' of any 
arrangement so much opposed to the spirit of our 
countrr's Constitution, I have written this letter. 

. Hoi:nng you will receive this in the same kind 
spirit in :which it is written, · 

, · I am truly, 
T. W. WooDROW, 

Pastor Universalist Church. 

The source of our information was a 
leading, if not the leading, Sioux City 
paper (the name of which has slipped our 
memory) and we simply reported the case 
as it was stated there. Our attention was 
attracted more particularly to the "or
thodox " injustice, than to any other feat
ure' of the case. . That seemed to us to be 
bad enough in all conscience, even though 
a much smaller minority than was re
ported had protested. Now that our at
tention is directed more fully to the other 
side, we are happy to do justice to the 
manly spirit of the veterans, and of '' the 
people at large." ,And as this noble de
fense of Mr. Woodrow's rights rE)<tounds 
the more to the credit of the veterans, the 
action of that ministers' association is 
caused to approach the more nearly to 
organized meanness. A. T. J. 

-----+-+-•·----

Government and. the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

(Concluded.) 

CHRISTIANITY AND t>OCIALISM. 
SPEAKING as a Christian then and not 

as a politician, I would. venture to say to 
the Socialist : Deal with all these questions 
of redistribution of wealth with which 
you are busying yourself as you may deem 
right and expedient. Adopt for your 
guidance in dealing with them any one 
of the current political or social maxims 
that may commend itself to you. Start, 
if you please, with the maxim that all prop
erty is robbery; or that all men have an 
equal right to an equal share in all things; 
or that property should pay ransom for 
its safety; or that the State should own 
not only all land but all goods and chat
tels whatsoever; or that it should regulate 
the hours and price of all labor, and, there
fore, by just and necessary consequence, 
ultimately the price of all other com
modities; that it should, in short, convert 
itself into a sort of magical ''universal 
provider," giving to everyone everything 
that he wants and yet to no one more than 
.to any one else. Adopt even, if any one 
has. the courage now to adopt it, the pre
posterous and immoral maxim of '' the 
greatest happiness of the greatest num
ber"- a maxim ·which would justify a 
tribe of red Indians in torturing, or a 
tribe of cannibals in killing and eating 
their prisoners. Take as your political 
creed any one of these or any other that 
you may prefer; all that we ask of you is 
not to dignify any one of these beliefs 
with the name of Christian. Stamp your 
political coinage, whether of pure or of 
base metal, with the image and superscrip
tion of the political C:::esar, mab or mon
arch, to whom you give your allegiance; 
buy with it in the vote market power and 
place for yourself or your party; but do 
not forge upon it the "image and super
scription" of our King. 

Two things only, as it seems to me, has 
Christianity to say to you. One is, in all 

your dealings with wealth and property be 
just; just to the rich as well as to the 
poor, to the employer as well as to the 
laborer, to the minority as well as to the 
majority, to the classes as well as to the 
masses. And in the next place-pleading 
as Christianity is ever bound to plead, the 
cause of the poor-we pray of you, for 
their sakes, to take heed lest you make 
any . economic mistakes in constructing 
your new co·uches sociales, for if you do 
it will not be the rich but the poor who 
will be the chief sufferers. 

One word more, and it is a word that 
I am very desirous of saying. When I 
assert, as I do, that the laws of Christ's 
Church cannot safely or justly be all of 
them transferred to the statute book of 
the State, I am as far as possible from 
asserting that Christianity has nothing to 
do with politics. On the contrary, I main
tain that it has everything to do with 
them: not, however, directly but indi
rectly: not by way of compelling men by 
law to observe its precepts, but by way o{ 
inspiring men with its spirit. Justice, 
which is the primary and main obligation 
of the State, is, as I have said, no inven
tion of Christianity; nevertheless Chris
tianity has greatly enlarged and ennobled 
our ideas of justice while giving us also 
new and most powerful motives for being 
just. 

CHRISTIANITY IN POLITICS. 

It has done so mainly by its revelation 
of the great idea of the brotherhood of all 
men in Christ. This idea at once enlarges 
the area over which justice is obligatory. 
There was a time. when no State held 
itself bound to be just to any save its own 
subjects. The stranger had absolutely no 
claim in its eyes to justice; he might be 
plundered, captured, enslaved, slain, and 
no one so much as dreamed that any in
justice was being done to him. Chris
tianity has proclaimed that this stranger 
is a brother, and has therefore against all 
men the claims and the rights of brother
hood. Such teaching at once revolution. 
izes the relations of State to State, pro
claiming as it does that whatever of justice 
any State owes to its own subjects, the 
same is owed by it to those of other States. 

Take one instance more-the influence· 
of Christianity upon legislation as regards 
the poor. Christianity has not said that 
there shall be no poor, nor has it in any 
way enlarged the poor man's rights as a 
citizen. But in telling us that he is our 
brother, it bids us be willing, and even 
eager, to recognize whatever rights he 
may possess. Christianity acts, not by 
filling the statute books with Christian 
precepts, but by filling the hearts of legis
lators with Christian feelings and motives. 
If we want, however, to check, or even to 
destroy, this beneficent work of Chris
tianity, we shall· do so effectually by at
tempting to force all its teachings upon 
all men in the shape of positive enact-



78 T:H::Bj . AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

ments. The clumsy hands of the S~ate I -- - -- NA.'I'IONA.:I:..t 

are incapable of administering those Di- RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION. 
vi~e laws which deal with the conscience 
and .the soul. If it meddles with these it 
will either perilously relax them least 
they prove. too severe, or, in attempting 
to enforce them, it will excite against 
theni a dangerous revolt. 

.Ail alo~g the stream of living water 
which, iss'uing from beneath the cross of 
Christ, follows us through the world's 
wilderness, grow the fresher leaf and riper 
fruit of Christian life; but, if touched 
by the freezing breath of force it hardens 
into a cold, lifeless, and yet fragile mass, 
which chills and withers even unto death 
all that it once cherished and sustained. 

THE DUTY OF THE CHURCH IN THE 

STATE. 

When, however, we have thus defined 
the spheres of Church and .State-when 
we have seen that these lie in different 
planes and are a~ted on by different forces 
and to.different ends-we have not thereby 
diminished, we have, on the contrary, en
hanced the obligations of the Church. 
Precisely because Christian virtues do not 
lie within the province of the State to 
enforce, all the more is it the duty of the 
Church to enforce them by every means 
within her power. What she may not 
ask the State to do for her, all the more 
earnestly should she for that very reason 
strive to do for herself. If she had always 
done this fully, fearlessly, faithfully, self-. 
denyingly, as she should have done; if all 
professing Christians had lived up, or 
even tried to live up to the teachings of 
Christ, we should have heard less than we 
now hear of these wild theories of State 
socialism, which, in their very wildness, 
often show us how hot and bitter the 
hearts of men may grow at the sight of 
suffering which Christianity might largely 
have relieved, and of sins and shame and 
sorrows which it might largely have dimin
ished. "This assuredly is true, arid this, as it 
seems to· me, is the one great lesson which 
the Church in our day has to learn-which 
she is, I believe, learning more and more
from this demand for the new socialism, 
whether it comes from those who love or 
from those who hate her and her Master. 

.And now I have said my say, very 
probably once more to my own hurt and 
to the great satisfaction of sundry critics, 
who I have no doubt will find• in what I 
have said plenty to criticise. The subject 
of . soDial and political ethics is a thorny 
one, in which many greater and better 
men than myself have entangled and 
thereby severely lacerated themselves ere 
now:, and I am quite ready to accept this 
as niy .. fate likewise. All that I really 
care for is to vindicate myself as one 
who,· however unworthily, holds the office 
of a. ruler and a teacher in the· Christian 
Church, from the charges of "immor
ality" and "horrible" atheism which 
have so freely been brought against me 
in this matter. If, after this explanation, 
it should give any pleasure to my accusers, 
reverend and non-reverend, to repeat these 
a<;;cusations, they are perfectly welcome to 
do so. I venture to anticipate that if they 
are only commonly honest and do not 
once more willfully misquote and distort 
my words, the verdict of those at least 
who may have read this articie will be one 
of aoqu,ittal.-W. 0. Peterborough. 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in tbe religion taught by Jesus. Christ . 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit· 

t!ng to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate· on 

religious questions. 
We believe it is the right, and sho11ld be the privilege, of 

every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his oWn con· 
science. 

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honora!>le means to preven.t religious legislation }ly the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in
estimable blessings of both religious and civil liberty. 

. Object of the AssoCiation. 

Tltls Association exists for the purpose 
of advocating the principles of genuine 
religious liberty as declared in the words 
of Jesus Christ; and of maintaining the 
total separation of religion and the State 
according to the provisions of our National 
Constitution as it now stands. 

It is an association of Christians who 
maintain that Christianity, to remain pure 
and powerful, must never be connected as 
such in any way with the State; and that 
the State, properly. to fulfill its functions, 
must never have anything whatever to do 
with religion as such, or with religious 
observances. 

United with government, religion never rises 
above the merest superstition: united with religion, 
govemment never rises above the merest despotism; 
and all history shows us that the more widely and 
completely they are separated, the better it is for 
both.-Sil.preme Court of Ohio. 

Secular power has proved a Satanic gift to the 
Church, and ecclesiastical power has proved a~ 
engine of tyranny in the hands of the State.-Philip 
Schaff. 

.Accordingly we set forth the above dec
laration of principles. 

Membership is confined to Christians, 
not because we think none others are en
tjt}ed to religious liberty-for, as our prin
ciples declare, all men are absolutely free 
and equal in this,-but solely because we 
desire . as Christians to work for these 
principles, and we cannot therefore be 
joined with those who have no respect 
for Christ, whom we supremely love and 
honor. 

Membership is confined to temperance 
people, because temperance is a Christian 
principle, and as Christians, therefore, we 
cannot be joined with those who practice 
inte-mperance1 or engage m the liquor 
traffic. 

Membership is confined to those who 
believe in civil government and in submit
ting to its authority, because this is ac
cording to the words of Jesus Christ. 
Civil government is an ordinance of God, 
and is supreme in civil things; for God has 
made it so in commanding Christians as 
well as all oth":rs to be subject to it. Its 
authority, however, is over the civil rela
tions of men; and does not at all extend 
to religious things. (Matt. 21 : 15-21; 
Rom. 13: 1-10.) .As Christians, therefore, 

we cannot be joined with those who de
spise government and reject civH authority. 

This Association maintains that it is 
the natural and inalienable tight of every 
man to worship, or not to worship, accord
ing to ·the dictates of his own conscience. 
and that he is responsible to God alone for 

. the exercise of that right. With George 
Washington we hold that '<'·every man 
who conducts ·himself as a good citizen 
is accountable alone to God for his re
ligious faith." , .Any interference with 
this right, on the part of any person or 
power, is as unwarranted as it is unjust. 

The aim of this Association is strictly 
in harmony with the intent of the Govern
ment of the United States under its Con
stitution. It wa~ plainly declared by the 
framers of this Government that '' no re
ligious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust 
under the United States;" that·" Congress 
shall make no law respecting an estab
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise· th<:Jreof; " and that "the Govern
merit of the United States of .America is 
not in any sense founded ori the Christian 
religion." It is. therefore not only as 
Christians but as .. loyal American citizens 
that this .Association proposes to dissemi
nate its principles. 

There are already in existence three 
powerful organizations, two of which ex-' 
ist for the sole purpose of securing national 
religious legislation, and the third of 
which stands distinctly pledged to it. 
These three are the National Reform As-· 
sociation, th!3 American Sabbath Union, 
and theN ational Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union. 

The sole purpose-the reason of exist
ence-of the National Reform .Association 
is to secure such an amendment to the 
Uriited States Constitution as will· make 
this what they choose to call a Christian 
nation, and by which Christian principles 
may be enforced by law. 

The sole purpose of the American Sab
bath Union is to secure the enactment of 
laws both State and national, to strictly· 
'enforce upon all the observance of the 
first d;:ty of the week as a day of rest 
and religious worship. · 

The Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union stands in complete alliance with 
both of the above organizations, with all 
its methods and its influence to help secure 
the religious legislation which they .both 
demand. . · 

Measures looking to the accomplishment 
of both these objects we,re introduced in 
the Fiftieth Congress, and have been in
troduqed, and are now. pending, in the 
Fifty-first Congress; and the intent is to 
carry both to a successful issue, if pos
sible, before this Congress sha,ll close. 

To oppose such measures by every fair, 
honorable, and lawful means, and to edu
cate the public mind on the true relations 
of Church and State, are. the leading ob
jects of the National Religious Liberty 
.Association; and it cordially invites all 
lovers of . Christianity and the American 
Constitution to unite with it in the work 
to which the Association is devoted, 
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Christianity, developed the Papacy, which was 
simply a new phase of paganism. lt shows that 
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SuNDAY, February '16, Rev. Heber 
Newton considerably surprised his con
gregation by delivering a sermon in glo
rification of tbe Roman Catholic Church. 

THE Colorado Graphic is a live paper 
which is dealing out sturdy blows and 
sensibl~ matter against Sunday laws and 
religious ~egisiation generally. 

THERE is a bill pending in the ·Legis
lature of this State which actually pro
poses to prohibit parents from teaching 
their own children in their own homes 
without State supervision. 

~~--~~-------

THE University of. Pennsylvania . is 
about to erect. a $75,000 theater. The 
University of the immediate future will 
embody in its plant a ball-room, .an ath
letic field, an opera~house, ahilliard-room, 
a few lecture-rooms, a race-track ·for 
horses, and possibly a roulette table. 
Then the boys will be educated.-New 
York World. 

To those. of our new subscribers whose 
papers seem to be slow in· coming, we 
would beg to say, Please be patient with 
us. You will all surely get your papers. 
Our business has increased so far beyond 
our expectations in so short a time, since 
coming to New York, that for t ... vo or 
.three weeks we have been fairly over
whelmed. we are now getting things 
straightened out, however, and shall soon 
be able to fill all orders promptly. 

IN the Washington City Sunday-law 
Convention, Congressman Wickham, of 
·Ohio, strongly denounced the counter
petition· to the Sunday laws .and the re
ligious amendment to the Constitution. 
He declared the counter-petition to be 
false and misleading, because there was 
nothing at-all proposed in Congress of the 
kind that the petition mentions. He said 
no amendment had ever been proposed 
touching upon the question of religion, 
and exclaimed, '' Let them send in as many 
such petitions as they please; they can do 
no harm; they are aimed at nothing." All 
this, and more to the same effect, in the 
face of the fact that there are now pending 
in Congress two bills and one amendment 
resolution relating directly to religion and 
religious observances. We give Mr. Wick-

ham credlt for having spoken to the best 
of liis knowledge; but h:Ls knowledge upon 
a mfst important subject is· certainly de
plothbly limited for one in his positiQn. It 
is painful to see a member of Congress dis
play such lack of information upon a sub- · 
ject upon which all the . people· are in-

. for:r6.ed,.,._ and that. a subject with which 
he is specially and officially connected. 

i . . . . . . 

· :A_h.auE as you will, Sunday legislation 
is r:eligious legislation, whether it be to 
restl'-ict the sale of liquors, dry goods, 
cigars, soda-water, food or peanuts on 
Sunday, " commonly known as the Lord's 
day." It is true that those who desire to 
worship God on tl:lat day should not bt;~ 

interfered with, but our statute books are 
well provided with laws which secure to 
the religious observer all the privileges and 
protection he needs.-Oolorado Graphic. 

IT is probable that that bill at Albany, 
which proposes to obtrude 'the State be
tween the parent and his child, and to 
have the State us1up the functions of the 
parent, is aimed at the parochial school 
and Roman Catholi_c ··teaching. But 
whatever it is aimed at, it embodies the 
principle of the most horrid despotism 
that ever disgraced a goverm'l\ent. It is 
essentially Pagan. And the principle of 
this bill is identical with that of the Blair 
Resolution to amend the Constitution of 
the United States. 

A DISPATCH to the World, February 24, 
from Ashland, Wisconsin, says:-
. This morning Edward Ells, W. W. Groves, and 
James Kane, Salvation Army officers, were com
mitted to jail for one week for marching ,on Sunday 
to the music of a cornet and flute. On the same 
day a Young Men's Christian Association meeting 
in ·a suburb was looted by tol}ghs and no arrests 
have been made. 

This illustrates what we have several 
times pointed out, that where there are 
strict Sunday laws existing reverence for 
Sunday, takes precedence . of everything 
else, and actions which are in themselves 
innocent, are severely punished while 
crimes of open violence are passed by. 

SEVERAL times lately mention has been 
m~de of th~ National Religious . Liberty 
Association. We are happy to announce 
that the AMERICAN SENTINEL has been 
chosen as one of the channels through 
which the Association will communicate 
with the public.' We therefore open in 
this number· of -the SENTINEL a depart
ment for the Association. Our sixth page, 
or so much of it as the Association may 

. require each week, will be devoted to the 
principles and the work of the Association 
as such. Of course the work of the Asso
ciation is in the same line as that of the 
SENTINEL, but in ·this department the 
Association will speak for itself. The 
principles and object of the Association 
are fully set forth in its department in 

this issue, w:P,ich we heartily commend to 
our readers. i The Association has·a·mem
bership of thousands scat~ered all over. 
the country,! and is doing noble .work for 
the cause of :civil 'as w.ell as religious lib
erty. The Sl:JCretary, Prof. W. H. McKee, 
is stationed at Washington City, and will 
thus be enabled to furnish prompt and 
i:inp<Jrtant i:riformation in . regard to the 
efforts made there to secure religious 
leidslation. 

WE referred a short time ago to the at-. 
tempt to force into the Legislature of 
Washington a chaplain, despite the lan
guage of the Constitution declaring that 
no public money shall ever be paid for 
any religious '' exercise." The House 
went so far as actually to select a chaplain, 
and set him to praying at the public 
expense. .A protest was made and the 
question was referred to the Attorney
General. He rendered an· opinion stating 
that he had made a thorough examina
tion of the subject and had come to the 
conclusion that "a school· board would 
be as much justified in employing a chap
lain to open the schools with prayer ·as 
the House in electing a salaried chap
lain. Therefore no money can be lawfully 
appropriated for ·any religious worship, 
exercise or instruction." 

SuNDAY, February 16, in Washington 
City, Mr. Crafts delivered his speech in 
favor of Sunday laws and against the 
counter-petition, whi:oh he says is so treach
erously written as to have deceived even 
the elect into signing it. There was pres
ent to hear him a certain good Presbyte
rian. This Presbyterian gentleman heard 
Mr. Crafts through his whole speech-his 
"counterblast" to the "Advent petition," 
the ''Advent. Sentinel," and ·an: he then 
went home and picked up OJ?.e . of the 
counter-petitions that had been left at his 
house, signed it himself, and then got his 
wife and another lady to sign it also. 
Many thanks, friend Wilbur. We hope 
you will co,ntinue to cause that counter
petition thus to "deceive the elect." 

~---~------~~-

THE Kaleidoscope, . a bright 8-page 
college paper, comes· to us from South 
Lancaster, Massachusetts. It is conducted 
by the students of South Lancaster Acad
emy, and is an excellent paper. We wish 
both the Kaleidoscope and the institution 
which it represents abundant success. 
For terms of sulscription, etc., see adver-
tisement on another page. · 
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United States Constitution as it 1s, so far as regards 

· religion or religious tests, and the mainten-
ance of liuman rights, both civil 

and religious. . . 
IT will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

toward a union of Church ahd State, either in name or in fact. 
Single Copy, Per Year, post-paid, $1 .oo 
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Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
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EDITORS, 

E:J;.J; WAGGONER, ALONZO T. fJONES. 

·WE learn from the London (Ontario) 
Advertiser that a bill is ~bout to be intro
duced in the Canadian Parliament with 
this title : " ~n .A.ot to Secure the Better 
Observance of the Lord's Day." By the 
term Lord's :Qay is meant Sunday. What 

· tottering support that Sunday institution 
must have, when all the Governments in 
Europe and North .America are so urgently 
besought to hold it up. 

REMARKING upon the phrase "secular," 
·u!:led in the two Sunday bills pending in 
.Congress forbidding on Sundfi.y all "sec
ular work, labor, or business," a Baptist 
minister aptly says:-

When it finds difficulty in deciding 
whether one hundred and fi:fty men are 
absent or present, although they can be 
seen and heard, as in the recent debate 
conoer:riing the quorum, how is Congress 
to render decisions concerning the unseen 
things of the world to come? Theological 
matters might better be left to the theolo
gians who are so eminently successful in 
agreeing ·among themselves. 

.A.T the opening of the Woman's Suf. 
frage Convention, held in Washington, 
February 18, Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
who has been for many years .an able and 
respected leader in the cause which that 
convention J;epresented, said. the. part 
which so m~ny women were taking in the 
Sunday-law movement, and the effort to 
''put the name of God in the Constitution," 
was calling into question what woman's 
influence might he in government. "I do 
hope," • said Mrs. Stanton, "that this 
.Association will declare that the Woman's 

NEW YORK, M.A.RCH 13, 189('). 

Suffrage .A.1';1sociation is opposed to all 
union of Church and State." 

Such a declaration as this, from such 
a source, should lead the women of the 
country to give individual thought and 
study to these questions, and trust the for
mation of their views and opinions upon 
them, to their own good sense, instructed 
by 'the Bible alone. ___ ____, ____ _ 

That Representative Decision. 

WHAT ARE THE RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE? 

JuJ:)GE BENNETT's answer to the question 
as to what are the rights of conscience is 
only an assertion of the doctrine of the 
majority conscience, in support of which 
he argues thus:-

The plaintiffs and their children must not forget 
that other people have conscieLces, and ~re pro
tected in those rights of conscience as well as them
selves. Suppose the Board of Education in this 
school district, and the great body ·of the patrons of 
the school, conscientiously believe that the Bible 
should be read in the public school, as str~mgly and 
fully as the plaintiffs believe it should not be ? 
Whose Conscientious scruples must yield ? 

Without hesitation and without qualifi
cation we say the conscience of the major
ity must give way. Otherwise there is no 
such thing as rights of conscience. If the 
majority is to rule in matters of conscience, 
then the constitutional provisions guard
ing the rights of conscience are "a mere 
parchment barrier," a tantalizing delusion. 
It is solely to protect the conscientious 
convictions of the few, or even the solitary 
individual, that these provisions are made 
a part of the Constitution. There is no 
danger that the majority, "the great body," 
of the people will infringe or interfere with 
their own conscien.tious convictions. ''The 
Constitution did not mean to inquire how 
many or how few would profess or not 
profess this or that particular religion. If 
there be but a single individual in the 
State who professes a particular faith, he 
is as much within the sacred protection of 
the Constitution as if he agreed with the 
great majority of his fellow-citizens."-
9 Cal. p. 514 . 

NUMBER 11. 

But not altogether to set up our own 
view alone in answer to Judge Bennett's 
question, we present the following words 
of Hon. Stanley Matthews: "If it be said 
that the Protestant conscience requires 
that the Bible be read by and to Protestant 
children, and that it is a denial of a right 
of conscience to forbid it, waiving at pres
ent the obvious and conclusive answer that 
no such right of conscience can require that 
the State shall provide out of the common 
taxes for its gratification, it is enough to 
say that Catholics then, too, have the same 
right to have their. children taught religion 
according to their views-not out of the 
Douay Bible if they do not consider that 
sufficient, but-by catechism and in the 
celebration of the mass, if they choose to 
insist; that the Jews have the same right 
to have their religion taught in the com
mon schools-not from the English version 
of the Old Testament, but-according to 
the practice of their synagogues; and in
fidels have the same right to have their 
children taught deism, or pantheism, or 
positivism. 

"They have no right to insist upon 
Protestant practices at the public expense, 
or in public buildings, or to turn public 
schools into seminaries for the dissemina
tion of Protestant ideas. They can claim 
nothing on the score of conscience which 
they cannot equally concede to all others. 
It is not a question of majorities or minor
ities; for if the conscience of the majority 
is to he the standard, then there is no such 
thing as a right of conscience at all. It is 
against the predominance and power of 
majorities that the rights of conscience 
are protected, and have need to be." 

It is most likely that the people of the 
United States think they have the rights of 
conscience guaranteed to them-and in 
fact they have by their Constitution~ but 
they seem not to realize how easy it is foc 
a court by a few words to sweep away all 
constitutional guaranties. It is likely that 
the people of Wisconsin think their rights 
of conscience are secure; but if Judge 
Bennett's decision expresses the law in 
that State they have no rights of conscience 
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at all. It may be indeed that the. Protest- the son, ~nd the son aga"inst the father; 
ants of the city of Edgerton feel that they the mother against the daughter, and the 
are . secure, even under this deci~ioh, he~ daughter against the mother i the ,mother
cause they are the majority, and the de- in-litw-against her daughter-in-law and the 
cision says the majority conscience must slaughter-in-law against her mother-in
rule; But if this were made a $tate ques-. law." 
tion, these sameProtestauts would prqb- Now the rest of the Judge's argument 
ably be surprised to know that the Roman comes in: If the coming of the Divine 
Catholics are more than one and a half Being whose ad~en:t into the world was so 
times as. numerous as the Protestants in beautifully, grandly, and sublimely an
that .State; and if the Roman Catholics nounced by the angel of the Lord; would 
should assert the majority~conscience doc- produce dissension "and d~vision" and 
trine it is certain that the Protestants 1wt peace, then it wQuld follow that the 
would very soon discover that the consti- " angel of the Lord was mistaken." 
tutionalsafeguardsthemselves, ratherthan Well, Judge, really now how is it? 
Protestant dogmas, need to be guarded by Was the angel of the Lord mistaken ·or 
the courts. Let the Protestants of Wis- was he not? Was the angel of the Lord 
cousin protest against this sweeping away mistaken or was the Lord himself inis-
of these rights of conscience. taken? 

One of the arguments .made by counsel Again: the plaintiffs might have ap-
for the plaintiffs was, that the Constitu- pealed the case to the Supreme Court, and 
tion was adopted to "insure domestic upon the strength of Judge Bennett's argu
tranquillity," and that the reading of the ment might hav.e pleaded thus: The Cir-

. Bible in .the public schools ''tends to create cuit Court has decided that we have· 
discord," and that therefore the reading '' created discord, and ought not to be 
of the Bible in the public schools is un- heard " (page 54). , Now the Saviour said 
constitutional! It must be confessed that he came to send division .and discord on 
this argument is more ingenious than the earth. If, then, there be not division 
profound; but the Judge's answer to it is and discord, it will follow that the, Saviour 
far worse than the. argument. The an- was mistaken. Therefore the decision 
.swer does not possess even the merit of in- must be in our favor, or else the Supreme 
geimity. The Court's reply was this:- Court will be involved in the serious mat

It is claimed by both parties to this litigation, that the New 
Testament at least contains the gospel of peace. This was de
clared by the angel of the Lord at the birth of the Saviour. We 
read in Luke, ch. 2, ... verses 13, 14, "And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the l)eavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men." ... If the reading of the Bible concern
ing the words and wonderful works of the Divine Being whose 
advent into the world was so beautifully, grandly, and sub· 
:!imely announced by the angel of the Lord, would produce 
dissension and ~scontent, and not peace on earth and good 
will toward meu, then it would follow that the "angel of the 
Lord n was mistaken. 

Indeed, and indeed! ! And therefore 
that the reputation . of the angel of the 
Lord for truth and veracity may not suf
fer in the community about Edgerton, 
Wisconsin, the State Circuit Court, Judge 
Bennet presiding, must needs come to the 
rescue and give him a certificate of good 
character! · 

Let us carry the Judge's argument a 
little .further. Let us put -it to the test of 
the Scripture, and see how it will work. 
Thus: "The New Testament at least con
tains the gospel of peace. This was de
clared by the angel of the Lord at the 
birth of the Saviour. We read in Luke 
ch. 2, verses 13, 14, 'And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.'" Now in 
the same book of Luke we read ch. 12, 
verses 51-53, the words of the Saviour 
himself whose advent was so grandly an
nounced, saying: " Suppose ye that I am 
come to give peace on earth ? I tell you, 
Nay; but rather division: for from hence
forth there shall be five in one house di
vided, three against two, and two against 
three, The father shall be divided against 

ter of sanctioning a grave reflection upon 
the character of the Lord. 

If Judge Bennett's argument in defense . 
of the angel is good, this argument would 
be much better in defense of the Lord, as 
he is '' so much better than the angels," 
a,s to have "obtained a mote excellent 
name than they." Hebrews 1:4. 

We. do not present this seeming conflict 
in the Scriptures to sanction for a moment 
any such idea as that either the angel or 
the Lord was mistaken, for they both told 
the truth: we simply present this the 
more fully to show what is already appar
ent, that in assuming the role· of defender 
of the angels, and attempting to expound 
Scripture from the bench, Judge Bennett 
entered into a field where he had no bus
iness to go. The character of the angels 
of the Lord heeds no defense from the Cir
cuit Court of Wisconsin. 

In closing his decision the J tidge said :-
The Bible remams and it would seem like turning a good, 

true, and ever faithful friend and counselor out of doors, to 
exclude it from the public schools of the State. 

·This observation confirms what is ap
parent throughout the whole decision, 
that Judge Bennett assumed the position 
of an advocate instead of retaining that of 
a judge. He sat there as an advocate to 
plead for his '' ever faithful friend," and at 
all hazards to keep him where he was, 
instead of sitting as a just judge to decide 
fairly whether, in the first place that 
"faithful friend" ought to ·have been 
where he was; 

To us the Bible is as much of an ever 
faithful friend and counselor, as it can be 
we think to Judge Bennett or anybody 

else; and we want to see it become the 
same to everybody else as far as possible. 
But w~ know that fdendship is not very 
readilyformed nor very firmly cemented, 
nor are the admonitions of a counselor 
very respectfully received, by being foFced 
upon people at ·their -expense and against 
their will, as has been done with the Bible 
in the public schools of W1sconsin. 

. A-.· T. J. 

The Blair Legislation. 

To the Editor of the Courant.·-Perhaps 
I had better state at the outset, that al
though my business interests are largely 
centered .in Connecticut, my place of resi
dence is in New Hampshire and I am now 
a menibEii' of the Legislature of"that State. 
As the Hon. Senator, Mr. Blair, of New 
Hampshire, seems to be doing all in his 
power in -national legislation to pull a own 
the bulwark of religious liberty in this 
country, I cannot refrain from calling the 
attention of the citizens of the State of 
''steady· habits " to some of the :tit ore 
salient facts in the case. Mr. Blair's Sun
day-rest-day bill and also his Educational 
Amendment, are both of a religious nat
ure, making necessary. a resolution to 
amend and eliminate from the national 
Constitution, the first amendment, w:hich 
reads:-

Congress shall make no laws respecting an estab
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof. 

For more than a hundred years our Con
stitution has been sufficient, and it has 
made us a free, in fact the only free Gov
ernment that has ever graced the pages 
of history. It is the pure metal whose 
clear ring has sounded the note of freedom 
and· religious liberty to the oppressed of 
all nations. It is the heritage o.f a noble 
ancestry of good and tried men, them
selves fresh from the fires of religious per
secution. Let it remain. If we have the 
illiterate to educate let it be done within 
the Constitution. 

I have personally consulted hundreds of 
all classes of our people and have yet to 
find one intelligent citizen willing to sacri
fice the clause referred to. The nature, of 
these bills seems to be little understood by 
the ;masses. They are so subtle. and 
hidden in their purposes, changing the 
fundamental principle of our institutions, 
that it seems like treason. The Constitu
tion ·stands to-·day against the union. of 
Church. and State, and Congress cannot 
legislate in regard to our religious belief. 

Our duty to God is not at the behest of 
Government. Let the following, intro
duced by Mr. Blair, "Congress shall 
establish a system of free public schools 
to teach the non-sectarian principles of 
Christianity," become a law, and we have 
a new sect whose wisdom shall decide 
what these principles must be. The Gov
ernment would then -become a religious 
machine, wholly in the power qf the igno-
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rant and illiterate voter. Do the people 
of Qonnecti6u,t want their :public schools 
un~er. such control ? • 

. I ~W . aw~re. of the fact that many good 
citiMns. have; at the solicitation of the 
W oma:tl~s Christian· Temperance Union 
and hi;the i,nterest of temperance, signed 
me.mor~als to Congress, prayihg for the 
advancement of Mr. Blair's pet measure. 
I .would not impute dishonest motives to 
the women of America, who, at great, 
sacrifice and heroism, have attacked the 
most gigantic evil of our times; but must 
protest against their. noble impulses being 
put to<so base a purpose as that of robbing 
a nation of · its right of conscience and 
religious liberty. It is evidently not the 
intention of the good women of this 
country to ·bring about so deplorable a 
result. The tatter scheme must have orig
inateD. in tht:l: fertile ·brain of some dema
gogic ·political wire puller.-D. M. S., in 
Htlrtjord, Oonnectic:ut, Co·urant. 

· Questions and Answers. 

THE .American Sunday-law Union is 
evidently affrighted at the influence of 
the counter-petition to their work. This 
we gather from the fact that the secretary 
is sending out a circular letter to some of 
~hose who have signed the counter-petition. 
There is no danger of his sending out 
this Jetter tp each individual who has 
signed it, because there are more than six 

· hundrt:ld thousand of them, and the one
ce~t postage alone amounting to over six
thousand dollars, would bankrupt the 
Union in a little while ... And. if the 
Union should b~:J. able indeed to send it to 
each individual, there would then be no 
danger; because 'the signers of this peti
tion are signers indeed-they signed it 
with their o.wn hands_:_and the signatures 
are ;not na.mes of people who never saw the 
petition, never. heard it read, and in some 
cases, never heard of it. It is possible of 
courf'le that there may be a few out of the 
whole number-one in ten thousand per
haps.;-wh<;> . might have signed without 
reading car~fully enough ; but there are 
not enough of them to pay the Union for 

·its efforts to find them out. 
We have. received one of the circulars. 

It a.s~s a nu;mber of questions to those w~:w 
.signed the counter-petitiqn., . We signed 
the. cou,nter-petition. Therefore we are 
entitled. to answer the questions which we 
now proceed to do. 

Washington; D. C., December 31, 1889. 

Yohr name appears on a petition to Congress 
opposing legislation on "Sabbath observance," 
which is as fo}lows :-

We, the un.(lersigned, adult residents .of the United States 
21 years of age or mi:Jre, herebf respectfully but earnestly 
petition your·honorable body not:to pru;s:apy bi!Hn regard to 
the obj!enrailce Qf the Sabbath or Lord's :Qay, or any other re
ligious• or ec:iC!e~iastical tnstitution or rite; nor to favor in any 
way theadopf.I01H>f any resolution for the amendment of the 
national <Xuistiljntion that would m.any way give preference to 
the pclllC!i)Ibs bf ally one religion abbve another, or that will 
in an.yi way ·1111nction legislat}on upon the ·subject of religion, 
but that the total separation between religion and the State; 
ru;sm'ed •hy our national Constitution as it! now is, inay forever 
remain as ou:r fatheni established it. 

This petition is verbally claimed to be in opposi
tion to another petition (given below), some of 
whose signers declare they could also sign the pe
tition you· have indorsed if it is to be understood 
exactly as it reads. The petition which you have 
signed refers to a "bill" and also to an "amend· 
ment, " two distinct measures that were before the 
last Congress, each of which has many subordinate 
propositions, and to some other matters not included 
in either measure. We are, therefore, in doubt 
whether you are against some one of the many 
things named in the petition, or against them all. 
Hence these inquiries: · 

First. You ask Congress "not to pass any bill in 
regard to the observance of the Sabbath or Lord's 
day, or any other religious or ecclesiastical institu
tion or rite." Do you wish to be considered as also 
opposed to the following petition for a civil Sunday 
law, which only asks Congress to give those under 
its jurisdiction the same protection against Sunday 
toil and traffic and turmoil as is generally enjoyed 
by those who are under the jurisdiction of State 
Legislatures? 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States: The undersigned, adult residents of the United States, 
twenty-one years of age or· more, hereby earnestly petition 
your honorable body to pass a bill, forbidding, in the United 
States Mail and Military service, and in Interstate commerce, 
and :in the District of Columbia and the Territories, altSmiday 
traffic and work, except works of real necessity and mercy, 
and such private work by those who observe another day ·as 
will neither interfere with the general rest nor with public 
worship. 

Are you opposed to this petition for a civil rest 
day for those under the jurisdiction of Congress ? 

ANSWER; Yes, decidedly, and for sev
eral reasons. 

(1.) It is not "a civil rest day " that is 
wanted by the framers and circulators of 
the petition; it is a falsehood to say that 
it is; and we will not sanction any false
hood by our signature nor any other way 
if we know it. 

(2) "This petition" is not the one upon 
which the legislation was framed which 
is now pending in Congress, and which 
we are asked to indorse by this change 
of signature. Here is the petition upon 
which and to satisfy which, were framed 
the two Sunday bills h0w before Con
gress: words left out of the above petition 
are iu italics:-

The undersigned organizations and adult residents (21 years 
of age or more,) of the United States, hereby earnestly petition 
your honorable body to pass a bill, ·forbidding iu the United 
States Mail and Military service, and in Interstate commerce, 
and in the District· of Columbia and the Territories, all Sunday 
traffic and work except works of religion and works of real 
necessity and mercy, and, such private work by those who 
religiously and •·egularly observe another day of the week by 
abstaining from labor and lrusiness as will neither interfere 
with the general rest nor witli public worship. · 

This being the petition upon which the 
pending Sunday legislation was framed 
it is a deception and a snare for you to 
try to get indorsements of that legisla
tion by sending out ~or signatures a peti
tion which is most materially different 
from the one upon which that legislation 
was framed. It is likewise a deception to 
call that a '' civil rest day" which is to be 
enforced by laws framed in accordance 
with petitions for a religious rest day, and 
which do in themselves propose to enforce 
a religious rest day. · 

Therefore being opp~sed both to Sunday 
laws and to deception, we are doubly op
posed to "this petition for a civil rest 
day." 

Second. The above petition, you will obser<ve,: 
makes no reference to the original Blair Sunday· 

test bill, which may be what you wished to op' 
pose. If so, do you object also to the new Blair 
S_unday-rest bill of the present Congress? 

ANSWER: Ye·s, we do ''obser-ve" it, 
And, yes we do '' object also to the ne'W 
Blair Sunday- rest bill of the pfeMiit 
Congress," and to every other Sunday-rest 
bill that ever has been or that ever may 
be framed. 

Third. Do you object to giving Sunday rest to 
the Soldiers and Marines in the United States Army 
and Navy-thus completing and making permanent 
by law what the Presideqt has done in this matter 
by proclamation ? 

ANSWER: We do not object to giving 
Sunday rest, or any other rest, to the soldiers 
and marines in the United States Army and 
Navy. We do decidedly object to "com
pleting and making. permanent by law 
what the President has done in this mat
ter by proclamation." Such is not needed 
by law. The President being Commander• 
in-Chief of the Army and Navy, his com· 
mand is law there; and this plea for law 
to complete that which is already law, is 
only another deceitful trick in the great 
scheme by which it is hoped to have Sun
day sacredness recognized and established 
by national law. 

Fourth. Do you object to giving post-office em· 
ployees the same protection against needless Sun· 
day work that is given to other Government em· 
ployees and to employees generally, thus conlplet
ing and making permanent by law what the 
Postmaster-General has done in this mattel"? 

ANSWER: The same answer, in effect, 
as to question three. 

Fifth. Do you object to making permanent by 
law, the reductions of Sunday work recently made 
by many railroad corporations, and completing 
these reforms by removing what railroad presidents 
declare to be the chief obstacle to complete suspen
sion of Sunday trains, namely, competition, by 
stopping all Sunday work in interstate commerce 
that is not work of necessity or mercy ? 

ANSWER: Yes, (1) for the same reason 
as given in answer to questions three and 
four; and (2) becau.se we are opposed to 
the Government's establis~ing a monoply 
in Sunday observance by" removing com
petition" or by any other means. 

Sixth. Do you object to giving a rest day to the 
people of the District of Columbia, whose Commis
sioners have recently said that it has no valid Sun
day law, not even enough to stop servile labor on 
that day; which is, therefore, to be classified with 
France and California as the only parts of the civil
ized world having no Sunday law ? Do you object 
to the enactment by Congress of as good a Sunday
rest law for the Capital as can be found in the 
statutewof any State, in accordance with the desire 
of the Commissioners, approved by the President ? 

ANSWER: Yes to the first question, be
cause the people of the District of Colum
bia have a rest day, and they observe it 
so well that the American Sabbath Union 
himself says that of all the cities in the 
United States, in Washington city there is 
the best Sunday observance. Tlie District 
of Columbia is appropriately "classified" 
with California, because, by the same au
thority we know that in California with
out Sunday laws there is. better obser~
ance of Sunday than in states which have 
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S1:1.ndayJaws, and. better observance of it 
than there was in the same State when it 
had Sunday laws. And neither the Dis-. 
trict of Columbia nor California· need any 
laws to "give" them that which. they al-
ready have.. . 

To. the second because" as good a Sun
day-rest law as can be found in the stat
utes of any State" is simply good for noth
ing, or worse. And neither "the desire 
of the Commissioners " nor the approval 
of the President can make that good 
which is in itself bad. We say this out 
of the full respect which every citizen of 
the United States, owes to the chief mag
istrate of the greatest nation the world 
has ever seen. 

Seventh: Or is it the enforcement by law of a 
religious ob11ervance of Sunday that you oppose ? 

ANSWER: Yes, it is that and more. It 
is the enforcement by law of any kind of 
observance of· Sunday as such that ever 
could be named under the sun-to the 
worship of w];lich Sunday observance owes 
its origin. 

Eighth. Are you opposed to a purely civil law 
stopping toil · and traffic and turmoil on the first 
day of the week, that all the people may have 
OPPORTUNITY for rest and ,home .fellowships, and 
those who choose, for moral culture ? 

ANSWER: All the people freely have all 
that already. Ai:J.d when it is proposed to 
enact a law to give to people that which 
they already freely have, that is the first 
step toward taking away from them the 
free exercise and enjoyment of that which 
they already freely have. 

The· circular closes with a " memorial" 
to Congress to be " undersigned by those 
who indorsed the petition referred to 
in the first . paragraph "-the counter
petition .. But as not a solitary soul ever 
indorsed the 'counter-petition, but all 
signed it upon its face with. their own 
hands, this memorial is null and void
as every Sunday law by right is and al-
ways was. A. T. J. 

-----~------~--
Rel\gious Libeny i~ Virginia, 1 776. 

WHEN the American colonies were just 
on the verge of war, conventions of the 
leading statesmen were held in every 
colony. The minds of all were agitatt:)d; 
and it was with intense interest that the 
early Americans watched for the . results 
of the proceedings of the representatives 
that tlieYliad sentto these conven:tio:Qs at 
the ·vari<;>us capitals. 

Among these colonies, one of the fore
most In .agitating absolute civil and re
ligio~s liberty, one of the foremost in 
the· production of gxeat statesmen, and 
one. of . the fore:most in working'. for all 
that was for the well-being of .America, 
was the ,Qolony of Virginia, , It was in 
he1~ halis that the inimitable eJqquence .of 
Pat~ickHenry found uttera:n,ce,;jt wa~ i;n 
her ~~gisl~tiye assellt.blies that Monroe and 
Madis0_11 ga,ve vent to .t4eir ideaf? on the 
formati~;n_ of a Governn;tt;lnt fo1:. the peo-

} i \-.;· :, .l' - ··- . '. 

ple; it was in this grand old Colony that 
Jefferson, who drafted the immortal Dec
aration of Independence, first gave evi
dence of his statesmanship; and it was 
Virginia. that gave birth to Washington, 
the father of his country. Among such 
U\inds as these liberty of conscience re
ceived an impetus, which for more than a 
century, its opponents have tried to conn· 
teract. 

In the great Convention of Virginia, in 
May, June, and July, 1776, it was~ 

Resol'IJed unanimausly, That a committee be ap
pointed to prepare a Declaration of Rights,. and 
such a plan of Government as will be most likely 
to maintain peace and order in this .Colony, and 
secure substantial and equal liberty to the people.* 

The committee was appointed. It 
drafted a declaration of rights which, 
after being amended, was read a third 
tiine and passed, without a single dissent
ing voice. The title and first and last 
paragraphs read as follows:-

A Declaration of Rights, made by the represent
atives of. the good people of Virginia, assembled in 
full and free convention; which rights do pertain 
to them and their posterity, as the basis and foun
dation of Government. 

1. That all men are by nature equally free and 
independent, ~nd have certain inherent rights, ·of 
which, when they enter into a state of society, they 
cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their 
posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, 
with the means of acquiring and possessing property, 
and pursuing and obtaining happiness and .safety. t 

16. That religion, or the duty that we owe to our 
Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be 
directed only by r~on and conviction, not by force 
or violence; and, therefore, all men are equally 
entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to 
the dictates of conscience and that it is the mutual 
duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, 
and charity towards each other. t 

When the words "liberty" and "rights" 
were used in early times, American states
men understood those words in their true 
sense; and held individual liberty of con
science and freedom of· religious worship 
as the inalienable right of every man. 

The paragraph, respecting religion, in 
the Declaration of Rights as originally re
ported from the committee, read, after 

. the word '' violence," ': all . m€m should 
enjoy the fullest toleration in the exercise 
of religion;" and, consequently, on ac
count of the term "toleration" objection 
was made. The Convention of Virginia 
held the same position (and thai is the 
American position) as that expressed in a 
report adopted by the United States Senate, 
January 19 1829, from which the follow
ing is an extract:-

What other nations call religious toleratiori, we 
call religious rights. . .. They are not exercised in 
virtue of governmental indulgence; but · as . rights; 

. of which Government cannot deprive-any portion <;>f 
of .citizens, however small. Despotic power may 
invade those rights, but justice still coilfirins them.§ 

Of Madison, who was a member of this 
. Convention, history says:- ' · · · · · 

Religious liberty was a ·matter that strol).gly en
. listed his feelings: When it ·was proposed that, 
-~-'-'--~-~'~. ' . 

·*American Archives, Fonrth Series, Vol. 4, Col. 1524, 
tlbid Col. 1561. 
:j:lbid Col: 1562 .. 
;§Nil!)~'s~gis.ter, JlltllJ{l~y,fJ<!, 1~. 

under the n:ew Constitution, all men should enjoy 
the fullest toleration. in the exercise of religioni ac
cording to the dtctates of conscience, Madison 
pointed out that this provision did not go to the root 
of the matter. The free exercise of religion, ab
cording to the· dictates of conscience, is something 
which every man may demand as a right, not some
thing for which he must ask as a privilege. To 
grant to the State the power of tolerating is implic
itly to grant to it . the power of prohibiting: 
whereas Madison would deny to it any jurisdiction 
whatever in the matter of religion. The clause in 
the Bill of Rights, as. finally adopted, at his sugges
tfon, accordingly declar:es that ''all men are equally 
entitled to the free exercise of religion, according 
to the ·dictateS of conscience." The incident not 
only illustrates Madison's libe'mlity of spirit, but 
also his precision and· forethought in so drawiug up 
an instrument as to make it mean all that it was in
tended to mean.JJ 

It was in this form -in a form that 
it would declare that absolute religious 
liberty was an inherent right of which no 
e~rthly power could of right deprive a 
single individual that it passed the memor
able Convention of Virginia, on the 12th 
day of June, 1'7'76, without a dissenting 
voice. W. A. BLAKELY. 

Sunday~Law Meeting in Brooklyn. 

SUNDAy evening, March 2, there was a 
meeting held in the Washington A venue 
Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., in the in~ 
terest of the Kings County Sunday Associ
ation. After the openh1g exercises, which 
were conducted by the pastor-Rev. Dr. 
Braislin-Col. A. S. Bacon, vice-president 
of the association, took the chair and pre
sided throughout the meeting. The chief 
speaker of the occasion was Rev. Dr. T. 
A. JJ'ernly, corresponding secretary of the 
Philadelphia Sabbath Association. 

After a chant by the choir the pastor 
read the second chapter of Colossians, 
putting special emphasis on the sixteenth 
and seventeenth verses, which I was at a 
loss to understand at the time; subse
quently, however, it was plain enough; 
for in the course of the meeting it tr::ms
pired that while the Doctor is in favor 
of Sunday keeping, and of ·Sunday laws 
too; for that matter, he is much- more 
liberal in his views than Dr. Fernly; and 
this scripture was evidently designed to 
fortify his people against some of the 
views to be presented by the representa
tive of the Philadelphia Sabbath Associa
tion. · But just how this was will· appear 
in itspropf3r·place. 

In stating the object of the meeting the 
chairma!r dwelt long and ably, and indeed 

·almost entirely, upon t:Q.e so-called "civil 
Sabbath; ·~ and: it ·was eyidently his wish, 
if not his. f3X:Pectation, tlw.t in his remarks 
which· were to follow, :Hr. Fernly would 
confine himself for the · jnost part to the 
':' civil" p~ase of the q~estion. But the 
gentlema:q- from the city pf brotherly love 
proved to be. too much qf a National Re-

. former to take the eour!3e so gently . sng

. gested _for him to folloW:;.~nd,.. dwelt almpst 
e;utirely :qpon the religious side -of the 

. • I . 

U Apple~n's ,py!)loprellia of American BiogrAphy, ,V'ol. 4, 
ptlge 165. 
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question. He based the movement squarely 
upon:the·Thi:n.ding obligation of the fourth 
commandment which he maintains has 
never been. repealed. Though what that 
fact has to do with the Sunday institution 
or with civil. law he did· not so much as 
attempt to sho,v. 

The Doctor likened "the American Sun
day" to the dykes of Holland, and said 
that there were leaks which must be 
stopped or the country would be ruined. 
One .of these _leaks is the foreign ele
ment wl;tich ~s coming into the country so 
r8tpid):y. He said if they come and con
form to our laws and our religion they 
are 1welcome, but if they reject our faith 
we :must do just as any citizen would do 
should a stranger come to his house and 
refuse to coliform to the rules of the house. 
Such an one would, he said, be told to go ; 
and if he refused to do so would be put 
ou.t by physical force. He thought that 
in s,u'ch a case a little " muscular Chris
tianity " would not be out of place. In 
this respect at least the Doctor's idea of 
C:b.ristianity differs materially from that 
of the great Founder of Christianity, and 
is substantially the National Reform doc
trine that infidels should be disfranchised 
or else banished to some wild desolate 
lan<l;,:t}).ere for the sake of the devil, and 
in, the name, of the devil to set up a Gov
ernment of their own. 

After Dr. Fernly had concluded his 
speech the chairman called upon the pas
tor of the church for some remarks, which 
were.made .very briefly, but right to the 
point, though not the point desired by the 
corresponding secretary of the Philadel-

. phia Sabbath Association unless his looks 
belied his feelings in the matter. 

Dr. Braislin said that he would like to 
have some definition of what was meant 
by "Sabbath observance." He thought 
that pefore aski.ng very much of others, 
Christians should themselves be agreed as 
to w:hat qonstituted proper· Sunday observ
ance.. He utterly repudiated the idea that 
the keeping. of Sunday is enjoined by the 
fourth commandment, because, said he, 
" we do not keE)p the seventh day, but the 
fir'st.'' Nobody, he thought, .who rides in 
his own carriage on Sunday, should object 
to the running of street cars on that day; 
and the rich should not be allowed to enjoy 
privileges on Sunday which the law denies 
to the poor. 

It. was :very evident that though the 
Doctor favored some Sunday regulation 
he was not . prepared to go to the lengths 
advocated by theprincipal speaker of the 
evening, and we doubt if the brother from 
Philadelphia was much comforted by the 
remark· made by the Brooklyn pastor that 
he would/ not prolong the meeting, as he 
was sure of most of the audience at another 
tim().' ·All thh1gs .considered, the.meeting 
was not wh::!it 'an ardent National Reformer 

. an~ .S1lnday~law advocate would be likely . 
to rtlgard as'a brilliant success. 

·····.· , · · a. P.BoLLMAN. 

A Dangerous and Vicious Bill. 

WE mentioned last week the fact that 
a bill had been introduced in the New 
York · Legislature containing provisions 
which prohibit parents from teaching 
their own children in their own homes 
without State supervision. The Union 
League Club of this city took up the con
sideration of this bill. A committee of 
eight was appointed to draw up a report, 
which it did in the following pointed and 
well ·chosen sentences:-

The Committee on Political Reform have had 
under consideration Assembly bill No. 106, entitled 
''An Act to secure to children the benefits of an 
elementary education, and making an appropria
tion therefor," and submit the following report and 
resolution and recommend their adoption:-

This bill purports to be in favor of compulsory 
education and in support of the common schools. 
Nothing is more important or desirable to the pres
ervation of our institutions than the universal dis
semination of knowledge, and, as a means to that 
end, the most vigorous support of the public schools 
is .needed, consistent with· individual liberty. It is 
believed that every member of this club is a stanch 
supporter of the common school system, in common 
with the great body of the citizens, and would do 
nothing to weaken their hold upon public affection, 
or impair in any way their usefulness. 

The proposed bill is so extraordinary in its pro
visions as to require a careful and critical examina
tion. It incorporates within it certain principles 
and methods of action that are entirely inconsistent 
with individual-liberty and the sacred rights of the 
family. The bill seems to be, in some measure, a 
substitute for the act passed in 1874; but with ad
ditional powers and limitations that make it a 
dangerous and vicious bill. 

The first section provides that every parent and 
guardian shall cauEe all· children between the ages 
of seven and eleven to attend some public school 
in the city or school district in which such child 
shall reside, or some school other than a public 
school in which at least certain common ·school 
branches are taught. 

The second section provides that for every neglect 
of the: duty thus imposed in the first section, the 
guilty person commits a misdemeanor and is subject 
to fine and imprisonment therefor. 

The third section does provide that a child may 
be taught at home, but such teaching must be by 
a "teacher duly qualified under the laws of this 
State or approved by a school commissioner or by 
a superintendent of schools, by whatever name 
known, in a city of the State." 

Section fifteen authorizes the employment of 
town constables to aid in executing the provisions 
of the act and provides for payment of their fees. 

'L'he seventeenth section provides that the school 
authorities may appoint speoial.officers to discharge 
the duties provided in certain sections of this act, 
and may fix fees or salary for the payment of the 
sam. e. 

There are various other sections of the bill that 
would he open to criticism, but the limits of this 
paper render their consideration impossible. 

THE PRIVACY OF .THE DOMESTIC· CIRCLE. 

The .bill invades the privacy of the domestic 
Circle and supersedes the ~tuthority of the parent 
in the education of children of tender age, and 
substitutes therefor persons authorized by act of 
the Legislature to discharge these del'icate and 
important duties. 

Although section three tolerates education .in 
the family .circle, it does not leave that to the 
choice and discretion of the parent, but provides 
thl]-t that teaching shall be und~r the supervision 
and control of a '' School Commissioner or a Super
intendent of schools, by whatever name known in 
a city of the State." The' same section also gra-

ciously provides that in case a child . is taught at 
home, the instruction in the branches specified in 
the bill shall be at least equivalent to that given in 
the public schools. 

There is also a provision that, in case of the phys
ical or mental condition of a child being such as 
to render its attendance at school inexpedient or 
impracticable, a physician's certificate may remit 
the penalty. 

The general effect of the bill is to bring all mat
ters of education, whether in the family circle or 
in public or private schools, under the supervision 
of school superintendents or school commissioners. 
The neglect of the duty of educating children 
according to these public officials is mad.e a mis
demeanor. 

LIKELY TO LEAD TO VIOLENCE. 

This bill proceeds upon the theory that the arti
ficial and intangible body known as "the Govern
ment " is a better guardian of children than those 
to whom they owe their existence, and that the 
most ignorant and incompetent public school 
teacher in the State is qualified to train any young ' 
child, while the most refined, intelligent, virtuous 
and loving mother of that child, if for any reason 
she fails to obtain the consent of the school authori
ties, is not competent for that purpose. It calls for 
interference between parent and child at precisely 
that tender age when the character of the latter is 
unformed, and when it is in the m()st need of pa
rental guidance and teaching. An attempt to en
force the provisions of this bill will be likely to lead 
to violence and breaches of the peace. 

However desirable general education may be, it 
never can be desirable to invade the rights of 
parents and the sanctity of the fam.ily in the man
ner proposed by this act, under the guise of public 
instruction. • 

The bill specifies certain fundamental subjects 
of education as essential to fit a child as a member 
of the State. True education consists in the har 
monious ·and symmetrical development of mind 
and character, and both should proceed together as 
far as practicable. In most cases no one is as likely 
to know the character of children as well as parents, 
and only in exceptional cases should be taken from 
them the absolute right to determine what and 
what kind of education they shall receive. The 
object of the public school system is to aid parents 
in the education of their children and not to over
ride the parental control or usurp its place. The 
bill reduces parents to the humiliating position of 
being obliged to obtain the consent of the school 
authorities before they can teach their own children, 
or select a teacher for them at home, and to the 
risk of .fine and imprisonment if they act without 
such consent. Such legislation as this tends to 
destroy individuality and substitutes therefor State 
control in matters that should always belong to the 
individual. It is a long step in the direction of 
Socialism, where all property and all individuals 
are placed under the direction of Government. 

TO WEAKEN PARENTAL AUTHORITY. 

Dr. KHJridge, of this city, recently said: "The 
home is the grandest university in the world, and 
to its wise and religious education we owe, more, 
than to any educating influence, the scholars anJ. 
patriots and benefactors of om· race." This we 
believe to be a true statement of the value of the 
home, and home influence; and whatever evils 
may exist touching the education of certain classes 
of our citizens, those evils cannot by any- possibility 
justify the subversion of the homes, and home con
trol of children, which serve to lay the:foundation 
for all that is best and holiest in our lives and our 
country. 

The tendency of this bill, if enforced, will be to 
weaken parental authority over the children, and 
divide responsibility between the parents and the 
State authorities for their education. It is in the 
line of the most vicious class of legislation with 
which we are affiicted-that of State interference 
·and control in matters with which the' .State of 
right ought not to interfere. However patei·nal 
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the Government may be, in this field it should keep 
its hands off.· Whatever may be said in favor of 
enforced education of those whose education is 
entirely and grossly neglected, nothing can justify 
the public scrutiny and control of family education 
as contemplated by this act. 

We therefore submit the following:-
Resolved, That the Union League Club deems this 

bill in the particulars mentioned in this report a 
menacing invasion of the sacred rights of the family, 
in t4e inatter. of the education of c}lildren, and we 
request thE;J.members of the Legislature so to vote as 
to defeat the passage of the bill. 

Signed, by E. B. Hinsdale, chairmat;t; Edward H. 
.Ammidown, R. M. Gallaway, Cephas Brainerd, 
Clarence C. Buel, John Jay Knox, D. B. St. John 
Roosa. M. M. BUDLONG, Secretary. 

Union League Club House, January 28, 1890. 

Amen. And let all the people of the 
State act promptly and also request the 
members of the Legislature so to vote as 
to defeat the bill. 

The Nation has no Creed. 

THE argument still made, occasionally, 
is; that this is a Christian country and as a 
Christian country, whose Christianity is 
founded on 'the Bible, it is right and 
proper to read the Bible in the public 
schools. 

I deny the validity of that argument. 
As individuals the vast majority of us 
may be theologically Christian, but as a 
nation we are not Christian; we are noth
ing theologically. The nation has no 
creed. It distinctly professes that it has 
none. It agrees to protect all creeds. It 
is just as much bound to protect the Mo
hammedan as the Christian, the atheist as 
the Methodist. It can only protect all by 
insisting upon the silence of all through 
every department of its work. 

There are cases in which the majority 
have no right to rule. Your State or your 
city, because the majority happens to be 
Protestant and Evangelical, has, there
fore,. no right to force. Bible reading into 
the public school, if there be one single 
Jew, one single atheist, one single Catholic 
who object!:! to it. 

The Bible is not in the curriculum; it 
is not studied as history or literature; it 
is read as religious authority, a:o.d its read
ing is made a religious exercise. If the 
parent of one single child in all the State 
objects, tb,en your Bible reading in the 
public school, . becomes a tyranny. • 

Theology should be absolutely debarred. 
· If a Catholic deems the Bible a Protestant 
book, if any Unitarian deems it an ortho
dox book, if any materialist deems it a 
superstitious book, he has the right to 
deman~ that his religious or anti-religious 
rights shall not be infringed upon. The 
Jew, who accepts. the Old Testament as 
divine writing, but rejects the New, has a 
right to demand that his children shall 
not be compelled to listen to the reading 
of the New Testament as scripture. The 
atheist has the same right to demand that 
his child· shall not be submitted in the 
public schools to .a style of teaching which 
at home. is .denied. 

Suppose it came to pass that. the great 
majority in this city or State were atheists 
or materialists; what would we call it if 
they forced into the public school the daily 
reading of a book which distinctly taught 
atheism and materialism ? Would not 
Baptists and Presbyterians cry out against 
the awful tyranny? 

It is not in the slightest degree a ques
tion of who is right and who is wrong in 
this matter. Under our forni of govern
ment a man has the same liberty to believe 
an error that he has to believe a truth. 
The Government dare not become censor 
or pronounce judgment upon any form of 
theological belief or disbelief. It has no 
right to allow the public school to become 
the vehicle of any religious or anti -religious 
doctrine. 

I say, therefore, that if there be one 
single objector., it is tyranny to keep the 
Bible in the public school. You say it is 
read witb.out comment. It is read, and 
it carries its essential doctrines without 
the need of comment. Would you allow 
the Koran to be read as a religious exer
cise without comment ? 

The time has come when, if we are true 
Americans, we must not only allow re
ligious liberty to all sects, we must de
mand religious liberty for all sects. We 
have passed the limit of simple tolerance. 
We must sequre to the .least and poorest 
his equality and fraternity. 

The people of this nation may be over-
-whelmingly Protestant. Of "Course I can 
only rejoice, as an individual, in that 
fact; but the Nation is not Protestant, 
the State is not Protestant, the city or 
town is not Protestant. Every form of 
our Government must be absolutely non
committal, without favor or prejudice in 
this matter.-Rev. Dr. Crowe, Jersey 
City. 

SE-NATOR BLAIR has since the present 
session of Congress opened, re-introduced 
his famous Sunday-rest bill. He has 
changed the title and made other modifi
cations in the bill to disarm opposition. 
One of the most important is a sop thrown 
to the Seventh-day Adventists in a pro
viso exempting them from the operations 
of the bill. Notwithstanding these dis
guises and concessions the spirit· of the 
bill remains . the same. The principle 
is wholly radically and fundamentally 
wrong, and it matters little how the act 
is doctored and tinkered to satisfy this 
or that element of opposition. We hope 
Congress will sit squarely down on it. It · 
matters n?t what pleas are urged in favor 
of the bil,l__:_that it is the interest. of the 
laboring man to secure to him a day of 
rest, etc. There may be some truth in 

·this, but the fact still remains that the 
real object of the bill is coercio:ti:.of those 
who differ from the prevailing religious. 
ob.servance of this nation.-:- Litchfield . 
Minnesota, Independent. 

I RELIGious UBERTYisocanoN: 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in the religion taught by J esns Christ. · 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic· as a 

curse to society, · · . 
We believe in supporting the civil government, al!d submit· 

ting to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate. on 

religious questions. · 
We believe ·it is the right1 and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of !lis own cou· · 
science. 

· We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enJoy the in· 
estimable blessings of both religious and civil liberty. 

C. ELDREDGE, - President. 
W. R McKEE, - - - - - - · Secretary. 

"Not True as Stated." 

THE following extracts from the Con
gressional Record, of February 19, are 
suggestive of the methods employed in 
accumulating signatures to petitions for 
a national Sunday-rest law:-

Mr. Sherman: I present a petition of citizens of 
Ohio, collected by the National Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, praying for the passage of a 
National Sunday-rest law. I notice the printed 
indorsement on the back of the petition states that 
it contains 701 individual signatures. This is evi-' 
dently not true; but I suppose the statement ought 
to be that it contains the signatures of clergymen 
or otherwise representing 701 individual persons. 
It seems to me that::_the person who made the in
dorselilent; ought not to state it in the way it is, for 
it is not true, as stated. 

Mr. Spooner: I :find on my desk,· doubtless in
tended tO oo presented to the Senate, a petition said 
to contain 2,000 individual signatures from Wiscon
sin, praying for the passage of a Sunday-rest law. 
In the envelope I,:find, and I present to the Senate, 
three printed slips with a printed. form of petition, 
and the following indorsement:-

Indorsed by Madison Convention of Congrega
tional churches, representing churches of . five 
counties, with membership of 1,400. 

.Attest, JAMES M. CAMPBELL, President. 
Sun Prairie, Wis., June 10, 1889. 

Which accounts, as I understand it, for the 1,400 
individual signatures )'ltated on the envelope. 

Here is another indorsed by a meeting of citizens 
of Milwaukee, June 9, 1889, number of petitioners, 
450 ; and still a third, indorsed by a mass meeting 
of citizens in Milwaukee, June 9, 1889, number of 
petitioners, 150. 

When it is understood, that what was 
said in these individual case~, is just as 
applicable to millions of ostensible signa
tures, counted and presented in favor of 
this movement, then it can be understood 
how unanswerable an argument against 
the passage of this bill, is bound up in 
these same petitions. ' w. H. M· 

HERE is a petition which all are asked 
really to sign, so that when it is presented 
in"Oongressit:will be ''true as stated":~ 

We, the· undersigned,_. adult residents of the. United· States, 
twenty-ojle years of age' or more, hereby respectfully but earn
estly petition your .honorable b~dy not t\i pa.ss any bill in regard' 
to the observance of the Sabbath or Lord's, Pay, or any· other 
religious or ecclesli!Stical institution or rite; "or tO fav.or in any 

• way, the adoptioncof any resolution' for the amendnient of·tti,\: 
national Constltutipp. tb,at would in :anY: way give preferen<:l) 
to the principles of ally one religion above another, or that will 
in any way sanction legislatioli: upon· the subject of religion,· 
but that the total separation between ,religion and the, Staj;e, . 
~~Ssured by our national Constitution liS it now is, may forever 

'. remain as our fatherS established.it. 
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Or 0All:LAND, CAL. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 

Neat, cheaP., serviceable. Tbey perfectly secure 
pen or penc1l in the pocket, so t!iitt it cannot fall 
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at
tached to any part of the clothing. A small invest
ment will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
penciL 

PRICES. 
No. 1. Russia leather, for 2 pens . . . 10c. 
No. 2. Russia leather for, 3 pens . . . 15c. 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. We guarantee 

these pockets superior in every particular to sim
ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much 
higher prices. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
1 

43 BoND STREET. NEw YouK. 
Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

Assisted by an able edito.rial staff .. 
It cont.a:ins each month, general articles on prac

tical hygien~, and inedic<(L_Papers, beside~ a: rich 
variety of 'other ·matter, pithy and. pracucal, on 
popular question~,- also , rep_rese~ttng the late~t 
scientificthought,m comb1nat10n wlth Dr. Kellogg s 

NASAL 'CATARRH FA~~H~RS 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the CAT H 0 L I C CHURCH wide Pt:?-~-9~f?Jq~a,! ~~~~ri~~~~· _ ~ , '• . 

Established on Four Continents. N~an!: 
) voted to health ur kindred topics:has ever ehj'oyed 

so great a popularity as this JOUrnal has -:arned by 
its devotion to the interests of the people m th,e de• 
velopment and popula:rizatio_n of knowl~dge Pn all_ 
sanitary topics. It jlas been mtrod)lced_m!P nearly 
every part qf'tke cz'vz'l~zed wort~, and e~Joys a )arge 
circulatiqp, ~?t. QJ}}Y 1n ;An;Ie,n.c~, but 1n E.11gland, 
upon the'contment of Entope, m South Afnca, and 
in Australia. Amopg the · 

SPJJJCIAL. 4'JiTRACTION~ 
For 1890 the managers of this j6urnal propose· 
'during the year to devote considerable space to the 
Exposure of• Medical Frauds. They hav!l, 
therefore, established a. chemical laborato~y, 1p. 
charge of a competent chemist, for t!J.e p_urpos~ of_ 
carrying ·on a series o~ tho~ough-gomfl mve~hga• 
tions, th~ re~u!ts .of wh1ch will. be l'ubhshed Ill the 
columns of thiS journal. Price, 1!111.2~ a Year. 
Single mnn:bers, 15 Cents. Send for spectmen copy,· 
and terms to agent~. 

GOOD BEALTH. PUB. CO., Battle Creek, Dli~h. 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BYJ.H.KELLOG~M~_Dq 

Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 
Sanitarium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 p;tges, and is embellished with a colored frontis
piece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
illustrJttive cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YOH.K. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

BY ELDER E. J, WAGGONER. 

History repeats itself, because human nature is 
th<1 same in all ages of the world. Hence, he who 
would know how to avoid error in the future must 
know how errors have developed in the past. The 
"Fathers of the Catholic Church" shows the con
dition of the heathen world at the time of Christ, 
briefly states the principles of ancient heathen 
philosophy, and shows how the adoption of these 
principles by prominent men in the church, and 
the inc:wtious lowering of the standard of pure 
Christianity, developed the Papacy, which was 
simply a new phase of paganism. It shows that 
by the time of Constantine every phase of the · 
Papacy was fully developed, and was only waiting 
for supreme power. The chapter on 

SUN-WORSHIP AND SUNDAY 

is alone worth the prke of the book. Fine English 
cloth, substantially bound, contains about 400 
pages, and will be sent post-paid at the nominal 
price of $1.00. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
&\BoND STRl!)ET, NEW Yo~!<;. 
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NOTE.- Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTlNEL without 
having ordered it may know that' it il\ sent to )lim by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "S":ffiple copy .. " It is our invari
able rule' to send out no papers w1thout pay m advance, except 
by special ·arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that. they will be asked to pay 
for it simply becanse they take it from the post-oft!.ce. 

OuR thanks are due to Ron. H.· W. 
Baker, Superintendent of the State Docu
ments, Albany. N. Y., for official docu
ments furnished. 

IF you are interested in Arizona curi
osities, subscribe for the Moral and 
Scientific Companion, published by Mr. 
Eugene Browne, of Florence, Arizona. 

------~~·~------

Now that the United States Senators 
begin to say on the floor of the Senate 
Chamber, that the Sunday-law petitions 
are "not true as stated," perhaps those 
who are running the Sunday-law business 
will discover that it would be better to be 
honest and state the truth as it is. See 
page 86 of this paper. 

MARCH 5, there was present.ed to the 
Senate of the United States a petition 
carrying 308,37'7 names in opposition to 
the Blair Sunday bill and the Blair res
olution proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution respecting establishments of 
religion and free public schools. This 
makes more than 658,000 bonafide signa
tures that have been presented to the 
Senate in opposition to these measures. 
Let the good work go on. 

THE Young People's Christian En
deavor societies of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 
have started a boycott on Sunday trade. 
They are endeavoring to get people to sign 

;: an agreement not to patronize any stores 
that do not close on Sundays, only excep!l
ing drug stores. These societies would 
do better to spend thei,r efforts in an hon
est endeavor to be Christians, than to lay 
themselves out in such "Christian en
deavor" as this amounts to. 

A_ GENTLEMAN who holds a proper esti
mate of human nature has .stated to us 
that, though we are so strongly opposed 
to the work and aims of those who are 
seeking to secure religious legislation, we 
ourselves would be just as bad as they are 
if we had the power which they are asking 
for. Of course we would. And for the 
very good reason that we would have to 
be as bad as they are before we could ask 
for that power; and being as bad as they 
in asking for it we certainly would be as 
bad as they in the use of the power when 

obtained. Our eonsta:qt purpose ~is; that 
by the _grace of God we may .be kept 
so . good, that we will never ask for any ·• 
such power. 

------~~------~ 

. WE are indebted to Pr_of. W, H. McKee' . 
Secretary of the N:atiQnal Religious Lib
_erty Association, for a copy of the Brief 
submitted by him to the Congressional 
Committee on the proposed District Sun
day law. We shall print it next week. 
Professor McKee is a graduate of Michi
gan Uni,;.ersity Law School, and a prac
tical lawyer besides--having heen regu
larly admitted to the bar in three different 
States--and · we can assure our readers 
that in this Brief there is a treat in store 
for them. 

OUR esteemed Republican contemporary, 
th~ Tribune, reports th~t the experiment 
in State socialism which the State of New 
York entered upon when it. determined to 
pay the laborers it employs higher wages 
than the market rate, is to be continued, 
and that the Legislature will have to· ap
propriate $600,000 to bear the expense of 
keeping it up during 1890. 

It is a bad expedment. State socialism 
ought not to be encouraged or tolerated in 
this country. The State should pay the 
saine wages as are paid by other employers 
of labor, and no more.--New York Sun. 

IN the North American Review, for 
-March, there is a fine discussion of " The 
Limitations of the Speakership," by 
Speaker Reed and Ex-Speaker Carlisle. 
The editor of the Review graciously in
forms the public that " of all others" these 
two gentlemen could discuss this ques
tion "with adequacy in point of practical 
experience and contrasted principles." 
'' Others" indeed! We had supposed that 
of all men in the country these two gentle
men were themselves. And if Mr. Bryce 
had only been in the gallery of the House 
of Representatives, January 29 last, we 
believe that he would be inclined to think 
so too. Assuredly, Mr. Editor, these two 
gentlemen are themselves, not "others." 

THE organ of the French Evangelical 
Publishing Society, Semeur (Springfield 
Mass.), the publication of which was sus
pended last fall, has again made its ap
pearance under a new name. It is now 
known as Le Citoyen Franco-American, 
which means "The Franco-American Cit
izen." It is printed principally in French 
but has an English department, and has a 
thoroughly Protestant ring which is de
cidedly refreshing. The object of the 
paper is the promulgation of Protestant
ism among French-speaking people in 
America, and while its publishers do not 
wish their countrymen to forget that they 
are French, they do desire that they shall 
become thoroughly loyal American cit
izens, owing allegiance, not to the Pope of 
Rome but to the Government under 

which they live, and to the God who gives 
£hem their being. We trust that Le Cit
oyen Franco,-A-merican will be always and 
in . every part thoroughly and consist
ently Protestant . 

REFERRIN'G to the Blair bills, a Nebraska 
paper (the Bertrand Herald) says:--- . . 

It is lucky for the country that Senator 
Bla.ir does not possess the power to form
ulate a national bill of fare for every Amer
ican citizen. It is fortunate for both 
Church and State that he has not the 
power to direct just what shall be taught 
in our public schools and just how each 
individual shall regard Sunday, whether he 
be Christian, infidel, agnosticorJew, If 
Senator Blair could secure the position of 
chief dictator to this nation, the AmeriQan 
people would soon find themselves shorn 
of every individual right. Religious lib
erty1 and freedom of conscience would be 
destroyed, and Church and State would be 
as firmly united as in the days of the rack 
and the Inquisition. 

THE temperance crusades of the women 
are changing color as the Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union have more to do 
with politics. When they first began, 
through the power of prayer to God and 
persuasion to . men, saloons were closed, 
men were converted, and whisky was 
poured into the gutter. But in Lathrop, 
Missouri, lately, the women entered on an
other kind of crusade. · They did not pray 
or weep, but became indignant, smashed 
the doors of two law-breaking saloonists, 
poured whisky and brandy into the gutter 
and set it on fire. Something like $1,000 
worth was destroyed. The change illus
trate~ the changing spirit of the age. We 
believe,however, that the praying crusade· 
was the better one.--Signs of theTimes. 

THE Archbishop of Canterbury has 
taken out a license to sell beer and wine 
for the entertainment of the clergy of his 
diocese. An English bishop said in a 
public address not long ago that one of his 
ambitions was to keep a public house. 
His Grace of Canterbury will now have 
an opportunity to show his talents as the 
keeper of a "pub.," and doubtless his stock 
of refreshments will be pure.--New York 
Sun. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preserva
tion of the United States Constitution as it .is, 

so far as regards religion or religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human 

rights both civil and religious. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 
towards a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 

SINGLE CoPY, PER YEAR, Posr-PAID, • . . • $1.00. 
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, . . . . 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, postrpaid, 5s. 

Address, AMERICAN SE;NTINEL. 
43 BoND STREET, NEw YoRK. 



Equal and exact justice to all 111e'1, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or politicaL-Thomas Jefferson. 

VOLUME 5." 

. Ttie Jlmettiean Sentinel. 
l'UBLISBillD WllllllKLY, BY THill 

PACJIFIO PRESS PUBLISHING OOMPANY. 

-~o. 48 lloNn S1•., Nmw YonK, 

;~.---.c. --~· ~-·-·cc=·:::::·-·======= 

l<lDlTORS, 
E. J; WAGGONllllt, ALONZO T. JoNES. 

THE ·German emperor b.a;s no small idea 
of his position. Nothing but his own ex
position of Scripture will express it to his 
satisfaction. .As thus set forth it is de
scribed as follows :-

I see· in the people and the land intrusted to me 
by God, a talent which, as the Bible says, it is my 
du.ty to increase. I ml;lan with all my strength to 
so trade with my talent that I will be enabled to 
add many another thereto. Those -who help me I 
heartily welcome; those who oppose me I dash to 
pieces: 

B:e. is not the only one who holds such 
a view of the'' talent" of government and 
governing; · It. is common. to those who 
hold that governmental authority is of 
divine . rfgh£. National Reformers ·and 
the .American Sabbath Uriion in this 
co:untry hold it in common with the Ger
man emperor and the Papacy in Europe. 

The ~al'flgaroo and Other Stories. 

IN our. report of the Washington City 
Sunday-law Convention a few weeks ago, 
we wentio1ied the reference of Rev. James 
Stacy, D. ])., of Newman, Georgia, to the 
kangaroo. We cduld not, 1iowever, give 
the':e'xact words. We have them now. 

His address was written when it was 
delivered in the Convention, and it has 
since been printed in the Qhristian States
man of February 20 and 27. In that of 
the · 20th· is the · zoological · speci:r;nen, in 
thes~ words :- · · , 

The i:Q.fidel pry, "Down with the Sabpath," like 
the 'b,()U!lding.kangaroo sp~·ingil~g f':'ol):l his lair, has 
faste~ed .,itsel~ upon an -q:n.suspe,cting people, and 
. witp. p.nyieldip.g pertinacity ;tnd -vritho"Q.t any evi-_ 
denqe;of s~~>tiety contitme~ to draw ~ts ~ife blood. 

That the reader may see how perfectly . 
exact is Mr. Stacy's figure we quote:-

NEW YORK, MARCH 20, 1890. 

The kangaroos are all vegetable feeders, browsing 
on grass and various kinds of herbage, the smaller 
species also eating roots. They are naturally timid, 
inoffensive creatures, but the larger ones when 
hard pressed will turn and defend themselves.
Encyclopedia Britannica. 

The Sunday-law folks are as badly mixed 
in their zoology as they are in their Sabbath 
theology. And their characterization of 
the "infidel cry, J)own with the Sabbath," 
is just as wide of the mark as is their zo
ological idea of the kangaroo. No better 
description was ever given of the nature 
of the opposition to Sunday legislation 
than is given in the above true statement 
of the disposition of the kangaroo. Yes, 
sir, the kangaroo is an innocent creature 
if you let him alone, and so are we. 

That Revolutionary Resolution. 

THERE is a point in that religious amend
ment to the Constitution that has not been 
made as much of as it ought to be. The 
title of the proposition is this:-

Joint resolution proposing. an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, respecting estab
lishments of religion and free public schools. 

Now set that alongside of this clause of 
the Constitution as it is, and consider 
-them together. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an estab
lishment of religion. 

If the purpose of this proposed Amend
ment is not to annul that clause of the 
Constitution as it is, and so open the way 
for a national establishment of re]jgiori, 
then what can possibly be the purpose of it? 

This being, logically, the purpose of the 
resolution as defined in the title, a further 
question is, Does the body of the resolution 
bear out the logic of the title? Let us see. 
Section 2 says:-

Each State in this Union shall establish and main
tain a system· of free public schools adequate for 
the education of all- the children living therein, be
tween the ages of ·six andsixteen.years, ·inclusive, 
in the common branches of learning, in virtue and 
morality, and in knowledge of the fundamental 
and non-sectarian principles of Christianity . 

Arid section 3 says :-
The United States shall guara'(l-tee to every State 

and to the people of every State, 'and of the United 

NUMBER 12 . 

States, the support and maintenance of such a 
system of free public schools as is herein provided. 

The analysis of these sections is this:

A system shall be established which 
shall embody "the principles of Chris
tianity." 

The United States shall guarantee the 
maintenance of such a system. 

Therefore this resolution does propose 
that the United States Government shall 
maintain an establishment of Christianity. 

Now Christianity is the expression and 
embodiment of a religion. 

This resolution proposes to pledge tho 
United States Government to the mainte
nance of an e:::;tablishment of Christianity. 

Therefore this resolution does propose 
to pledge the United States Government 
to the maintenance of an ostablishme1lt of 
religion. 

Again: Section 4 of the resolution says :
Congress shall enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation when necessary. 

As the preceding sections of the article 
provide for and guarantee an e-stablish
ment of religion-'-- of Christianity; and 
as this section provides that Congress shall 
enforce the article by appropriate legis
lation; therefore the resolution does pro
vide that Congress shall make laws re~ 
specting an establishment of religion. 

The analysis of the whole resolution, 
therefore, is this :-

It proposes that the United States Gov
ernment shall establish a religion; and 
that Congress shall make laws respecting 
that establishment of religion. 

But the Constitution as it is says, "Con
gress shall make no law respecting ari. 
establishment of religion." 

Therefore~ both in its title and its pro
visions the Blair resolution to amend the 
Constitution of the United States is d4;
tinctly a proposition to annul that clause 
of the Constitution as it is :which forbids 
an establishment of religion. 

That clause of the Constitution. is, an:d 
was intended to be, the declaration of one 
of the fund·amental and distinctive princi
ples of our form of government .. 

The Blair resolution being a proposition 
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to annul . that clause, is a proposition to 
destroy one of the distinctive featur~s qf 
our form of government. and is therefore 
REVOLUTIONARY. 

And let all the people know it. 
A. T .. J. 

Anpther Sunday-law Meeting. • 

Tuesday evenihg, March 11, there was 
held in Association Hall, this city, a Sun
day-law meeting. It was under the man
agement of Rev. J. H. Knowles, Corre
sponding Secretary of the American Sa b
bath Union. The speakers were Rev. R. S. 
MacArthur, of Calvary Baptist Church, 
this city; and Bishop Andrews, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Besides 
these, the management rung in "a work
ingman" as a figurehead. 

As usual, the whole meeting-speeches 
and all-was one straight ahead religious 
effort in behalf of the religious Sunday, 
with the word "civil" thrown in occa
sionally to save appearances. 

The chairman, in opening the meeting, 
said there were many important questions 
being discussed, but "the one question 
above all others, is the one to be discussed 
here to-night. What shall we do to pre
serve and protect the Christian Sabbath?" 

Dr. MacArthur said, "This is confes
sedly a difficult subject." Yes, it is, for 
those who are on the wrong side of it. 

He said the difficulty would be relieved 
if there was uniformity of views in regard 
to it, and "if all men would take the word 
of God as the rule of their faith and prac
tice we might expect uniformity." As
suredly; especially when everybody has 
the example of such delightful uniformity 
among the churches, all of which profess 
faithfully to take the word of God as their 
only rule of faith and practice. 

He said, "It is only to be expected that 
the Lord's people will observe the Lord's 
day, and observe it as the Lord's day. And 
all American citizens ought to observe the 
American Sunday. And we have the right 
to oblige them to do it. If the American 
Sunday becomes a holiday and not a holy 
day, then the right, of the workingman to 
any day will be destroyed." But a civil 
rest-day is only a holiday, nothing more 
nor less: while a holy day is religious, and 
nothing else. 

He said, '' I would make the observance 
of the day one of joy." But that cannot 
be done by law; That is what it must 'be 
to be Sabbath observance at· all, but that 
can be secured only by thfl loye of God as 
manifested in the grace of J es11s Christ. 
~othing can be plainer than that the Sun
day-law movement is directly contrary to 
the eternal counsels of God. 

He· said that in the observa.nce of Sun
day "much must be made of the public 
worship of God. And here is where the 
excursion and the Sunday paper are most 
objectionable .. ·Little good will worship 
do to that man who comes with his pockets 

stuffed with.papers, the reading of which McKenzie: he did the best he'could. What 
he has just dropped to go in to say his seems queer to us is that men' with the in
prayers." The Doctor had just before re- telligeuce that the Sunday-law managers 
£erred to the work that is done on SU:11day are supposed to have, will so presume upon 
'in making· and· distributing the $unday the stupiaity of the public as to:t.hiiik that, 
papers. He said the work done on Sunday to save their-pretense of anxious care for 
in mak~ng the papers was not so much to the "enslaved toilers, l1 they c::in stick up a 
be objected to as the work made necessary figurehead· "workingman" at every one of 
in distributing it .. · But, as above, all this their meetings without the transparent 
work is ahnost as nothing compared to the .. trick being detected. . 
enormous iniquity of the interference with Bishop Andrews, dealt the civil and 

·the worship. Yet it is the civil Sunday physical rest day a heavy -blow in saying 
they want all the time. that "in China (from which he had lately 

Then, in addition to all this, and more returned) they have no septennial division 
in the same line, he strongly and impress~ of time, no weekly rest-day, merely annual 
ively declared: "The man who lifts his festivals.-They work right along all the 
hand against the American Sunday is an time with no day of rest as such; yet they 
enemy of the Republic. He is an enemy live to a very advanced age. This fact 
of the RACE. He is an enemy of GOD." has lead one of the most careful thinkers 

Rev. W. J. R. Taylor said that ''it is who has ever been sent as missionary to 
wonderful how near the spiritual and the China, to raise a serious question, whether 
material run together in parallel lines, and the great purpose of the Sabbath is not 
they sometimes cross." Yes, it is. for worship and communion with the 

Then he said that "Sunday is an insti- other world." 
tution,-a religious, a civil, a social, ana- It would seem that people who read the 
tional, a Christian, and a personal institu- Bible ought to have been able to find that 
tion." out, without having to go to China for 

The next speaker was Mr:. Kenneth the discovery. Yet, it is good that they 
McKenzie, a book-binder. He said: "In do find it out, even by such means. And 
this city the people seem to be getting we shall not complain. 
worse. They run down because they have Next the Bishop said there are two lim
their own way. Sabbath-breaking leads itations to legislation on this subject. (1) 
to depravity, A little child in one of the Men cannot be compelled to religion, and 
low parts of the city wandered away, and (2) there must be no union of Church and 
was hunted high and low for thre.e weeks, State. But both of these he said they 
when finally one day it was seen sitting utterly disavow. And }Javing made the 
on the steps in one of t.he worst regions of disavowal, he proceeded to justify legis
the city, with a number of other children, lation that pass both the limitations. He 
in front of a place where drinking and ca- said: ''If it be made to appear that the 
rousing were going on. The child was stability of Government depends upon the 
perfectly contented, and considered itself conscientiousness and sobriety of life as 
at home because it seemed so like the home inculcated in the religion of Jesus Christ, 
where it belonged. A man said to me that then the majority may assert its will in 
for ten months he had not seen daylight: this and compel respect to it." That ar
he had not seen the sun. He was a gam- gument will justify every form· of oppres
bler, and had to c'arry on his business in sion, and of the union of Church and 
secret. A man said to me the other day, State, that has ever been inflicted ·upon a 
'These women are curious creatures, ain't people. 
they? I stayed home last Sunday, and it He said: "We must insist that the 
was jaw, jaw, jaw. I said, "Mag, what's· Government· shall absolutely refrain from 
the matter with you? It's nothing but :work on the Sabbath. · That six days shall 
jaw, jaw, jaw, all the time, and I· haven't be for the six day's work and the Sabbath 
said a word." Said she, "Well, why don't for worship. It is the conviction of a 
you, say something? You sit roun:d here large numqer of us that upon ·religious 
and don't say anything. If you wasn't bases rests our public welfare, Over the 
here you would be off with your cronies."' whole land there should be enforced the 
In my regular mission work, I have been a quiet peace of God's holy day." 
kind of prison chaplain, where there are The Doxology was then sung, and flO 

thousands of prisoners, and I have had a passed this, another meeting, in behaif of 
chance to know something of what comes th · ·z s d e cwt un ay.. A. T. J. 
pf people havihg their own way. If we . 
talk to the workingmen they say, 'Oh, we . 
don't want any of your ghost-stories., " 
But as to how a Sunday law was to help the 
gamblers to see the sun; or the working-· 
men to hear" ghost-stori~s.;" or those" cu
rious creatures" to be less. curious, he did . 
not :in anyway .explain. 

And that was the workingman's part of 
the meeting. We have not stretched the . 
story a particle. We do not blame Mr. 

THE observance of Sunday should bt;~ a 
question of conscience. and not of law. 
There is one thing the American .citiz.en 
feE)ls especial pride in, and that is the 
religious freedom vouchsafed to us in the 
Constihltion. Let us keep this intact ·and 
not entrust our representatives of State 
or N at~on. with questions concerning our 
spiritual we'lfare, but leave that matter 
to ourselvee and our God.~ Colorado 
Graphic •. 
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National Righteousness. 

THERE is;;rio theory so unsound, no argu
ment so ittt~dy baseless, as the one which 
declaires that national righteousness can 
be acquired by a State religion, either in 
name or in fad. Whether it is "putting 
God into the Constitution," or putting the 
Church into the State, or in any way con
necting the two, it is equally false. yet. 
such a theoty is advanced, under various 
guises, by many well-meaning persons. 
They say that · by connecting religion 
with the State it tends to make the State 
more . Christian; .that is, more. just and 
g(mt}e, more merciful and peaceful. Now 
we v\i.ish to 'show how entirely condemned 

·is this !alse principle by its own actual 
expe,~ience., 

F()~ instance, in England we unfortu
nately h~y~ .a direct union o~ Church and 

. State. By· this union religion is repre-
. se'nwd in. th.e Government. . The bishops 
of the Established Church have a seat in 
the'Ilouse 6f Lords. It is fair to assume 
that .these ¢en are-most certainly should 
be_:_the mo!'lt learned of ali the clerical 
order, au'd are esteemed as the most devout 
and 'the most Christian. Being thus in 
th~ . Legislature they are in a position of 
vas~ infl1:le:J,lce; and we might expect, if the 
un<le~lyiing principle were true, that. this 
inft,1l!=lnce would do much in making the 
State ·more rigbteous. But, alas, what do 
we~ctually find? We find that this vast 
influence has invariably been used on the 
side.of wrong; .and that the Church, in
stead of making the State better, has by 
the union been the means :of making it 
more barbarous and devilish,. We find by 
examining the votes of these unfortunate 
bishppf! that they have ste~:tdily opposed 
those reforms which to-day are looked 
upoiJ, a~ ;most necessary and Christian. 
F~r e;X:ample, .about a century ago our 

· cfimina,l code was most wicked and cruel. 
Meil~and . boys were hanged ·for s~ch petty 
'larp~p.ie,s al'l a,re now punished by a few 
days'. imprisonment. During the reigns of 
th~ Georgps there were added .156 new 
crimes to which the death penalty was 
attached. In 1810 a bill was introduced 
into the House of Lords to the effect that 
persons should not be killed ''for the crime 
of stealing, propertyto the amount of five 
shillingl'l" {$1.25). This bill was rejected, 
and an .archbishop and six bishops voted 
it dqwn. ; Then we find the Church against 
the aljoliti(:m of the slave trade. It was. 
oppose& to the ~ducation .of the poor when 
that question was first agitated. It was 
aga,inst Parliamentary Re~orm; against 
Catholic , ~mancipation; and when the 
British and Foreign Bible Society was 
formed, it was against that. , In fact, it is 
hard to :find any salutary r$fo;m which it 
did .. not oppose 'by its representatives in 
the House or' Lords. · · 

Then,. again, on the other hand, when 
the State has done wrong the Church has 
either been dumb or else egged it on. 

Going back to the last century, we find it 
was these bishops and clergy who, in the 
words of a leading statesman, "hounded 
on George III. and Lord North in their 
stupid and unrighteo~s resistance to the 
claim of our American colonies to honest 
representation and fair taxation." The 
bishops earnestly supported every measure 
for carrying on the American war. When 
Europe was horrified at the wanton greed 
of gain and at the hypocrisy shown by 
Christian England in forcing opium on 
China at the cannon's mouth, no word of 
remonstrance-not a grunt of disapproval 
-came from this bench of bishops. And 
in all our dreadful foreign policy, in all 
the incessant and unnecessary wars that 
England has waged in all parts of the 
world, this great influence of the Church 
has not been used to check or to condemn 
a policy so fearful. The bishops have too 
often fanned the fierce desire for blood
shed instead of pointing to a more excel
lent way. · · 

Thus we see that by actual test the Church 
has failed-most miserably failed to make 
the State more righteous by being· united to 
it. When it has used its influence, it has 
invariably done so on the side of wrong. 
When the State has endeavored to reform, 
the Church has opposed it; but when the 
State has done wrong then the Church 
has either remained dumb or else most 
valiantly cheered it on. And wherein lies 
the fault, not that the bishops were sin
ners above all other men, but the fault lies 
in the principle which declares that the 
Church can make the State more righteous 
by being united to it when as a matter of 
fact the Church; by such a union, becomes 
the bond-slave of the State. 

" History repeats itself." The moral of 
this is; let the clergy of any country in
sinuate themselves into Government affairs 
and theirinfl uence will prove a curse to that 
Government. Allow certain religionists 
to shape the Government and Constitution 
of America to their liking, a condition of 
things will thim be produced similar to 
the palmy days of the Papacy. 

FRANK HoPE. 
London, England. 

Letter from Salt Lake City. 

EDITORS AMERIC-4\.N SENTINEL: There 
is such a general interest in the recent 
'' Liberal" or '' Gentile" victory in this 
city, that it may not be out of place to ad
dress a few words to your valuable paper 
on that subject. ·The writer had the privi
lege of seeing the entire campaign and at
tending the ward meetings, grand rallies, 
and parades of both parties,. and he faith
fully improved the opportunity. 

In this campaign, so long and fiercely 
contested, all old party lines were laid. aside 
and the two factions assumed the names of 
the " People's Party " and the " Liberals." 
The former embraced the faithful of the 
Mormon Church, irrespective of race, edu-

cation, or previous political persuasion. 
The latter embraced all dissenting classes. 
The wealthy merchant and the poor boot
black trudged side by side through the 
mud and rain; the Democrat and theRe
publican helped to bear the "Liberal" 
banner; the native-born but apostate son 
of Utah, and the adventurer, had but one 
emblem-the carpet-bag. The East, the 
West, the North, the South, all aided in 
the :fight and rejoiced in the victory. The 
naturalized citizens seemed to be moved 
by the same spirit, and as the vast proces
sion passed one would often see the Ger
man carrying a torch, and the Scandina
vian bearing the motto. 

The political speakers were character
istic of the two parties. The '' People's 
Party " meetings were addressed by the 
"apostles," " prophets," and " elders," 
only they were always introduced as Mr. 
These meeting were not religious ,· they 
were civil and political, but it was often . 
hard to see the distinction between" Apos
tle " A's sermon in the Tabernacle on Sun
day, and "Mr." A's political speech on 
Monday. Yet, like the National Reform 
Sunday, ypu must call it civil because 
that is its name. The ''Liberal" speakers, 
on the other hand, were from all classes 
except the "Saints." To say that they 
were all good men and actuated by noble 
motives is to affirm more than could 
be expected. 

The tickets presented by the parties 
will bear the closest study. While the 
"Liberal " ticket, like the party, was of 
all classes, good, bad, and indifferent, ir
respective of race, nativity, ·or religious 
beiief, · the '' People's" ticket . contained 
only the names of those who were. mem
bers of the "Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints." . True, the tickets 
were formed in open convention by dele
gates from the various precincts. Yet 
the careful observer noted the fact that 
although no one pretended to know who 
would be nominated by the '' Liberals," a 
daily paper published the "People's" 
ticket twenty-four hours before the caucus 
convened. It was no mere guess-work. 
Every man was named for his respective 
office, and when the delegates assembled to 
form the tickets the nominations were ten
dered to the very men named. One gen
tleman, however, declined and another 
name was put in his place. 

It is not just to say that these delegates 
intentionally betrayed their sacred trU:st1 

The fault is in the system. These men, 
many of them of unquestioned integrity, 
believed, with the National Reformers, 
that " the kingdom of Christ must enter 
the realm of law through the gate-way of 
politics," and they embraced the oppor
tunity of carrying their belief into prac
tice. The result is, they have a theocracy 
with an infallible (?) man at its head, and 
the Church dictates every political move 
even while s'J?.e denies any connection with 
the State. 
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The "Liberal" victory means a Gov
ernment of the people, by the people, for 
the pc;Jople, In many respects the Mormon 
rule wits good. It is safe to say that the 
!:J:fficials were as honest as the average 
poHtician; · yet their administration can 
never be called republican government. 
The Church ruled the State, and her favor
ites and :interests received the first atten
tion, 

There were loud cries of fraud oh both 
sides, but the election passed off very 
quietly and every candid man must admit 
that the victory was honestly won. Un
doubtedly there were unscrupulous men 
in both parties and on both tickets, but 
there were also men whom even t.heir po
litical enemies acknowledge as worthy of 
the highest trust and confidence. it is 
very probable that this defeat of the Mor
mon hierarchy will be lasting. The effort 
was not to overthrow the religion but to 
break the union of Church and State which 
was enslaving minds and blighting the 
Government. Let us not censure the men 
who have been educated to believe they 
are doing God service in following the 
dictates of an ambitious and unscrupulous 
priesthbOd. Let us pity their condition; 
condemn their religio-political system, 
and try to avoid repeating their mistakes. 

D. G. HENRY 
Salt Lake Oity, February 28: 

Logic and Law. 

vVE here present to our readers the mat

ter contained in the Brie£ upon the subject 
of theDistrict of Columbia Sunday Bill, 
submittEd by Pro£. W. H. McKee, secre
tary of the National Religious Liberty As
sociation, Washington, D. C., to the Con
gressional Committee at a hearing Feb
ruary 19, 1890. It is worthy of careful 
study; and it will bear the most critical 

scrutiny. 
. ~ 

To the Honorable Committee on the Dis-
trict of Columbia :-

GENTLEMEN: . In submitting to you this 
Brief, as a statement of some of the con
siderations why you are asked to report 
unf:iworably upon House Bill 3854, en
titled, ." A. bill to . prevent persons from 
be:lng forced 'to labor on Sunday," you:r 
attention is called to these propositions:-

1. The legislation asked, is unconstitu
tiomil, and contrary to the spirit of Amer-
ican institutions. · 

2. Waiving the question of unconstitu
tionality, Sunday la.ws •already exist in 
force and enforceable, in the District of 
Columbia, and the measure is one of cumu
lative legislation .. 

Article First, of the amendments to the 
Constitution, declareS' that ''Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion." 

House Bill 3854 embodies a measure 
which Congress is asked to adopt, as a law 

governing the D1strict of Columbia, over 
which Congress has sole jurisdiction. 
Therefore, if this measure has in view the 
establishment of the observance of a re
ligious dogina, or the enfor{)ement of re
ligious reverence for· a particular day, 
because· of the supposed divine origin of 
the observance required, or because a 
larger or smaller proportion of citizens 
observe the day religiously, it is a religious 
measure, outside the pale of civil legisla
tion, and Congress is incompetent to en
tertain it. 

Three points of internal evidence prove 
the bill to be religious in its inception, and 
in its intent. 

First, the word "secular," in the phrase 
''to perform any secular labor or business," 
betrays the reverential spirit in which the 
bill is framed. The incongruity of the 
word, in such a connection, in a purely 
civil statute, will be perfectly patent, if 
applied to a· supposed measure "to pre
vent persons from being forced to labor on 
the 4th ot July," or '·to prevent persons 
from being forced to labor on the 22d of 
February." The various antonyms-reg
ular, religious, monastic, spiritual, clerical 
-of the word "secular," show the char
acter which· this term gives to the bill, 
and unavoidably. No stronger circum
stantial evidence could possibly be required 
than the unconscious testimony. of this 
expression. 

Second: The words "except works: of 
necessity or mercy," are subject, in a lesser 
degree, to the same construction. The 
character of phrases, as well-as of human 
beings, may be determined l;>y tlie company 
they keep, and this phrase is one which 
carries the mind immediately to the con
sideration of religious and Biblical excep
tions, made to the strict application of the 
divine law for the Sabbath. That is the 
source of the expressio'n, and its course 
may be followed through all the religious 
laws for "Sabbath observance," and .the 
judicial interpretation of them,, wh:ich have 
been had. The effect of this phrase, in 
connection with the preceding word "sec
ular," is cumulative. 

Third: The exemption clause contains 
the language, "Who conscientiously be
lieve in and observe any other day." 
What has a purely civil statute to do 
with the consCience of man, as regatds his 
conscientious belief in, and observance of, 
a day of rest? The moment the domain 
of conscience- is touched, as such, from 
that instant the measure is no longer 
civil. A.nd if, as -this exemptio'n shows, 
there be a class to whose conscience. this 
bill would work a hardship, and to whose 
religious cohvi<:Jticms it would stang op
posed, then per contra, there is another 
class, the consciences of whom' the meas
ure is intended to favor. It is, therefore, 
not only legislation on matters of con
science, l;>ut class-legislation as well. 

More than this: What does an exemp
tion clause presuppose ? · Is it not a civil 

or legal incapacity to meet the require
ments of the law? I£ the incapacity arise 
·within the domain of conscience, it is 
without the civil sphere, and the necessary 
conclusion is, that the legislation is outside 
the jurisdiction of human law. 

These three points might be elaborated. 
further, but this statement of them is suf
ficient to show that the bill bears within 
itself conclusive evidence 6£ its religious 
character, and, if religious, it is not within 
the purview of Congressional legislation, 
as contemplated by the Constitution. 

In measures; as in men, there is an 
ancestral, spirit by which we may know 
them. What is -the heredity of this bill ?
Its progenitor in the Senate, is the Blair 
Sunday-rest bill, which, on its first intro
duction in the Senate of the Fiftieth Con
gress, was plainly entitled, "A. bill to 
secure to the people the enjoyment of the 
first day of the week, commonly known as 
the Lord's day, -as a day of rest, and to 
promoteits observance as a day of religious 
worship;" and in the Fifty-first Congress, 
it is called, ''A. bill to secure to the people 
the privileges of rest and of religious wor
ship, free from disturbance by others, on 
the first day of the week." The body of 
the two bills is the same, except that the 
incongruous nomenclature in the first has 
been harmonized in the second, and ''First 
day," "Lord's day," and "Sabbath," made 
to read, . "First day" and "Sunday." 
Although in the last section of the former 
bill, the expression "religious observance 
of the Sabbath day" is omitted, in the 
second, a neutrality clause, for it is nothing 
else, is inserted which declares, that "this 
act shall not be construed to prohibit or 
sanction labor on Sunday, by individuals 
who conscientiously believe in and keep 
any other day, as the Sabbath," etc. It is 
the same bill resurrected, and attempts 
the mingling of incongruous elements, 
which cannot be assimilated-the Sabbath 
which is Divine, and the Sunday which is 
human;. Sabbath of the morallaw, Sunday 
of the civil law; Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God, Sunday a religious day by the enact
ment of Constantine, and· a dies non, in 
the statutory nomenclature of the civil 
law. 

The very next oranch of this family 
tree is entitled, "A.n act to punish blas
phemers, swearers, drunkards .and Sabbath~ 
breakers," which is openly a religious law. 
See laws of the District of Columbia, '1868, 
pp. 136-7-8. The family likeness of these 
three measures, the old 1\faryland law, 
adopted into the statutes of the District, 
the Blair Sunday-rest bill, and the Breck~ 
inridge local Sunday bili, is uriinistakable, 
and, if the original from which the latter 
two are derived,· is a religious law, the two 
descendants certainly must be. 

But, in the bill before- this committee, 
there has been an attempt to separate the 
civil from the religious, an:d the claim is 
made that this measure is consistently for 
a "civil Sunday." In making good this 
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clahri; what is it necessary to show ?-It is 
necessary to ,show that the legislative and 
public mind has

1

been entirely divested of 
the popular idea that Sunday is a day to 
which a due religious observance is to be 
paid. Both those who make the law, and 
those who are subject to it, must be shown 
to have placed themselves exactly in the 
mental position of the civilian whose mind 
has never harbored the thought of the 
sacredness of one day above another. 
Then; no other legislative restrictions 
would be attempted to be placed upon 
Sund~y, than could be enacted for Monday 
<;>rTu~sday, .or any succeeding day of the 
we~k. But,· read this bill, 3854, and in
sert for the word Sunday the name of a 
. qifferent day of the week, and consider 
l!row :quickly the sense of the people would 
~eject·'it. Its propriety as a civil measure, 
woiiid be instantly denied. What should 
give: it a different complexion when it 
oontafns the word Sunday? What is the 
magtd ;•' presto change " in that name ?-It 
is the religious. association; the fact that 

·the consciences of many men for many 
generations ha;,:e been trained to reverence 
Sunday as the holy day of God. 

Sunday was first a holiday, dedicated 
as such to the sun and its worship. So 
that, iri its inception, it was a day, the 
observance bf which was based upon a 
religious idea; in the accommodation of 
the forms and observances of the pagan 
and Christian churches which, for the 
sake of temporal power and . success, was 
brought about in the reign of Constantine, 
the Church found it politic, from the 
point of view which then prevailed, to 
adopt the pagan holiday and did so, con
secrating it anew, with all the sacredness 
of the religious forms and beliefs of the 
Church, transferring to it the awful 
sanctity hivolved in the commandment of 
God, "Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy,'' and adding to that all the 
holy sentiment which can be invoked for 
a day commemorative of the resurrection 
of. our Saviour,. 

Thus cumulatively religious is the his
tory of this. day. The religious idea has 
never been separated from it. No en
forcement of its observance, distinctively 
from other days, can be divorced from 
that inbred religious idea, any more than 
the physical and moral characteristics of 
the father and mother can ·be eliminated 
from the child. · This child of the Church 
and a religious holiday ("the Venerable 
Day of the Sun") is, by birth, by inher
itance, and by unbroken habit throughout 
its existence, a religious. day,-nothing 
else .• 

(To be continued next week.) 

BARRY County [Michigan] points with 
pride to the fact that her court house can 
be freely used for any purpose other than 
for a meeting of the opponents of the 
Blair bilL-Hastings, Michigan, Plain
dealer. 

Sunday in the California State Prisons. 

THERE is considerable discussion in Cal
ifornia on the question of Sunday work in 
the State prisons, especially of the run
ning of the jute mills at San Quentin. 
There is, indeed, opposition to operating 
these mills at all, as they enter into strong 
competition with private enterprises of the 
same natu,re. But the fact that they are 
worked seven days in the week, while 
their co~petitors work but six, is an ad
ditional cause of complaint. It is not my 
purpose to discuss the merits of the ques
tion as to the propriety of the State work
ing its prisoners in competition with its 
law-abiding citizens; but the assumed re
ligious phase of the subject having been 
mooted, it comes legitimately within the 
SENTINEL's purview. 

I have never known anyone, speaker or 
writer, who undertook to sustain the 
theory of the State's duty to support Sun
day, who did not stultify his argument 
'before he got through. And there was 
no exception to the rule when, on Sunday 
evening, March 2, Rev. Dr. Horton, of 
this city, undertook to condemn the State's 
jute mill policy from a religious stand
point. Here is one specimen extract from 
the "prelude:"-

Punishment is intended to make better men and 
women of the convicts. Now in order to reform a 
man two things are necessary. He must first be 
inspired with a sense of manliness. He must then 
be encouraged to cultivate a good conscience. But 
how can men be inspired with manliness when we 
treat them like whipped slaves, and drive them to 
toil upon seven days in each week ? How can we 
develop conscience in these men when the great 
majority of them believe with the vast majority of 
the general public, and believe rightly, that the en
forcement of work on the Sabbath-day is an open 
defiance of the God of conscience, as well as of all 
humanitarian and physiological teachings? 

This is one of the Doctor's character
istic extravaganzas. It is entirely aside 
from the real issue betweEm the State's 
jute mill and those of private enterprise. 
It is on a par with his utterance in 1885, 
when preaching on the Sunday question, 
that "the workingmen of California are 
in a State of worse slavery than ever ex
isted in the Southern States." Mark, it is 
not 'the character of the work, or the fact 
that they have to work, or the competition 
with other institutions, that is drawn into 
the odious comparison; but it is the seven 
days' work, that is, the Sunday work, that 
makes their labor like that of "whipped 
slaves." 

But the alleged generaloelief in the Sun
day institution, not only 'of the prisoners 
but of the public, is indeed astonishing. 
Such exaggeration sounds strangely odd 
coming from the pulpit. That a majority 
of these prisoners were averse to work 
on any day, before they got into prision, 
and are so yet, is probably true; but that 
their opposition to labor on Sunday arises 
from a belief that it is an " open defiance 
of the God of conscience," is too absurd 
for utterance before intelligent people. 

And as to the majority of the general 
public believing that work on Sunday is 
'' open defiance of the God of conscience," 
every one knows that nothing like a ma
jority have any conscience in the matter 
at all. 

The last question quoted above implies 
an impossibility of developing conscience 
in men who believe that Sunday work is 

. open defiance of the God of conscience. 
This is a pretty hard thrust at the Doctor's 
co-believers, but it is one of the charac
teristic muddles in which Sunday-law 
preachers invariably become entangled. 
As he perhaps unwittingly assumes that 
obtuse condition for himself and them, 
he must not call other folks hard names 
if they concede the proposition . 

Another extract contains a like piece 
of logic:-

In order to reform a man you must get him off 
one side alone, and give him time to think. In 
order to get such collected thought, men's hands 
should rest, the ordinary course of activity should 
be interrupted. This is the very heart of God's 
ordinance for us all, and this, in the form of soli
tary confinement one day out of seven, broken only 
by attendance upon the chaplain, and by meals, is 
the most hopeful part of prison discipline. Many a 
man had rather take his chances in a tiger's cage 
than be left alone for a whole day with himself. 

Here is a wonderful idea of improve
ment in the poor prisoner's condition. It 
is an awful thing to make him do ordinary 
work on Sunday,-it is "treating him 
like a whipped slave." But alas! the ter
rible alternative, ''solitary confinement," 
to "give him a chance to think." And 
this, '' the most hopeful part of the prison 
discipline," is acknowledged to be worse. 
to many of them than being placed in a 
" tiger's cage." This is prison reforma
tion with a vengeance! If that would not 
"inspire a man with a sense of manli
ness " his case must indeed be hopeless. 

' And this is not the worst of it. If this 
Sunday proposition only affected the State 
prison convicts, those outside might rest 
comparatively easy. But, says the Doctor, 
"this is the very heart of God's ordinance 
of the Sabbath for us all." 

It seems to me that I have before read 
somewhere of p3rsons in past centuries 
who were placed in solitary confinement; 
shut off from every one but the chaplain; 
and it was said to be for the purpose of 
.. encouraging them to cultivate a good 
conscience " toward certain church dog
mas. And there is no doubt that many 
of them would rather have taken their 
chances in a tiger's cage. 

The preacher made a slight reference 
to "another side of.this question,"-to the 
"outrage on free labor that convicts should 
be employed in the San Quentin jute mill 
any day of the week; " but his main la
ment was in behalf of Sunday. That was 
the beginning and the end of the prelude. 
Here is another piece:~ 

When shall we cease standing out against the 
wisdom, piety, and experience of the entire sister
hood of States and enact suitable Sabbath laws, 
giving every man emancipation from toil one day 
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in seven, making him a free man one-seventh of 
his time, as much his own master as is the million
aire upon that day. He may wisely choose to go 
to church thereon, or he may prefer to go to the 
groves, or to the sea, or into some quiet nook for 
reading and meditation; he is a free agent and may 
do as he chooses with. his time, always knowing 
that having cliosen his way, he must meet its out
come at the end. 

This mild admissi;,m that every man " is 
a free agent and may do as he chooses 
with his time," does not accord very well . 
with the general appeals for Sunday laws, 
which nearly all advocates, including the 
Doctor himself, base upon the custom of 
men doing as they please on Sunday. That 
is just what Sunday laws are designed to 
prevent,-in fact it is their prime object. 
But there ·are times in the discussion of 
the question when it is expedient to put 
a mild phase on this ideal reform. It will 
not do to keep the ''solitary confinement " 
idea too exclusively in view. 

w. N. GLENN. 
Oakland, California. 

The Blair Sunday Bill. 

THERE are several semi-religious organ
izations. and numerous newspapers de
voted to the work of procuring legisla
tion, State and national, in the interest of 
religious dogma and ecclesiasticism. The 
entering wedge is whittled down to a very 
fine point and presented as the Blair Sun
day-rest bill. This measure proposes ab
solute restriction upon all manner of sec
ular work upon Sunday in the Territories, 
the District of Columbia, interstate com
merce, the mail service, and such other 

.places and branches of service as are under 
Government jurisdiction. 

The Blair bill is the mildest form yet 
proposed for religious legislation; but its 
true significance lies in its being an m
troduction for a system of statutory re
ligion that would neutralize our free in
stitutions and substitute therefor an ec
clesiasticism that would re-inaugurate a 
reign of bigotry and persecution. Eter
nal vigilance is the price of liberty; and 
we had better put up with some incon
venience than to encourage a policy that 
is in its nature and all its developments 
inimical to the religious freedom that we 
now enjoy at such a vast expenditure of 
life and treasure. There are two enemies 
to free government; one is despotism, and 
another is anarchy, but an equally fatal 
tendency is that of bigotry and intoler
ance, and the latter shows out prominently 
in the spirit and· management of those 
who are pressing the Sunday la'.\'S upon 
Congress.~Osborne, K-ansas, News. 

------~·--------
. A CHURCH which has not enterprise 

enough to teach its own religion, in its 
own way, in its own hours, on Sunday, and 
in its own households, and through its 
own missions, does not deserve to be 
allowed to tack itself on the State.-New 
York Independent. 

NATIONAU 
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DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe In the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. 
We believe In supporting the civil government, and submit· 

ting to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government ·to legislate on 

religious questions. · 
We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship ac.cording to the dictates of his own con· 
science. 

We also believe it to be our duty to. use.every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the iu· 
estimable blessin~:s of both religious and civil liberty, 

OFFICES. 

43 BoND STREET, NEw YoRK CrTY; 

225 A ST., N. E. WASHINGTON; 28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO. 

0. ELDREDGE, - President. 
W. H. McKEE, Secretary. 

Per1t10ns Presented in Congres:s. 

ON Monday, March 3, and Wednesday, 
March 5, monster petitions were presented 
in the House and Senate against the pas
sage of the Blair Sunday-rest bill for the 
District of Columbia, the Blair amendment 
to· the Constitution, embodying the en
forcement of the principles of the Chris
tian religion in the public schools or any 
other measure of religious legislation. 

In the House the petitions were presented 
by Representative O'Donnell, and in the 
Senate by Senator Stockbridge. The num
ber of individual signatures to the House 
petition amounted to 253,227, and to the 
Senate 308,377. 

Individual signatures of residents of the 
District of Columbia, numbering 7, 945, 
were presented in the House aga'inst the 
Breckinridge local Sunday bill for the 
District. 

---------·~------
Experience in the Field. 

W. C. WALSTON, of Vermont, writes, in 
the Review and Herald: "My work con
sists in circulating ~he petition, circulat
ing subscriptions for the AMERICAN SEN
TINEL, selling Civil Government and Re
ligion, and the National Sunday· Law, and 
circulating other literature in opposition 
to religious legislation. I have a variety 
of experiences, as I meet persons of differ
ent minds and views; hut it is most aston
ishing how· few there are, who are in
formed in regard to the Blair bills. * * * 

"The first field I canvassed was my old 
home town. I took nearly every leading 
person's subscription for the SENTINEL, 
and sold several copies of Civil Govern
ment and Religion. I have sold this 
pamphlet· to every clergyman I have 
visited, with one exception, and to ne11rly 
every lawyer. I first visited a man of 
large infl_uence, who said his attention had 
not been called particularly to the Blair 
bills, and he should want to consider the 
matter fully, before making any move. I 
left him Civil Government and Religion, 

and the National Sunday Law to read, and 
agairi visited him. He received hie cordi~ 
ally, and stated that he had read them 
with interest and profit. He said he was 
himself opposed tb aii forms of State re
ligion, ahd should be strongly opposed to 
the Blair bllls. He also said he corre
spohded with one of our State Senators, 
and would write him his views in regard 
to the bills in full. 

'' I realize that this is an important 
work, and it needs much wisdom and the 
help of God, to conduct it aright." 

Such an expression of thoir experience, 
and the result of their work, as this, is 
desired by the Secretary of the Associa
tion, from the workers throughuut the 
field generally. 

-------------
WHILE the Blair Sunday-observance 

bill now before Congress is drawing the 
attention. of church people that way, the 
Legislature of South Dakota is kicking up 
a rumpus with the prohibition bill it is 
considG~ring. The objectionable feature of 
the latter bill is that it prohibits the use 
of fermented wine for sacramental pur
poses. The writer is one of a large class 
that believes that the Bible does not re
quire that fermented wine be used at the 
communion table. We understand, how
ever, that the rules of the Catholic Church 
require fermented wine, and the clergy-· 
men of the Episcopal Church are divided 
on the subject. This being the case, it 
seems as though the bill if passed, would 
be declared unconstutional, on the ground 
that it interfered "with the religious 
rights and privileges of the Church and in
dividual.'.' These words were taken from 
an interview of Bishop M. N. Gilbert, 
of the Episcopal Church, a pronounced 
temperance man. It seems to us that 
the Dakota . prohibitionists are carrying 
things too far. Every temperance man, 
with the exception of extremists, is satis
fied to confine his opposition to the liquor 
business to the ab·use of liquor, and does 
not care to interfere with its legitimate 
use. So long as the use . of fermented 
wine for sacramental purposes is at least 
an open question, it does not seem like 
quite the proper thing to decide with such 
positiveness. When the abuses of liquor 
are ammig the things of the past, 1t will 
be time enough to so regulate its use.
Litchfield, Minnesota, Review. 

TH:jj] friends of liberty must not for one 
moment forget that the advocates of N a
tional Sunday legislation are working 
night .and day to secure the enactment of 
the Blair Sunday-rest bill. This bill is 
re.ally in the interest of the Church and of · 
the Church only, but the crafty schep1ers 
engineering it have done all they could to 
deceive the people into the belief that its 
object is "to secure to the people the priv
ileges of rest and of religious worship" on 
Sunday, ''free· from disturbance by others," 
just at~ though existing laws did not guar
antee this freedom from disturbance on all 
days of the week! Beware of the Protest
ant Jesuits!-Fair Play.· 
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FoR a living illustration of the influence 
of ecclesiastics in legislation, please read 
and inwardly digest the article by our 
London correspondent, page 91. 

A NEW edition of the pamphlet "'Civil 
Government and Religion" is now ready. 
It contains the new Amendment resolution 
and the new National Sunday bill, with 
discussions of them which brings the pam" 
phlet up to date. Let it hav€1 the widiilst 
possible circulation. 

~~~-4"4-~~~~ 

TH:El:RE was laid on our tabla this WMk a 
copy o£ a tim'Jllart edition; :liirtstrateci1 of 
the pamphl~:Jt ' 1 (livli Governmertt and Re
iigion,ll We are glad to see it. It supplies 
a hHed that has been seriously felt for 
some time. We hope the friends of truth 
and good government will bring this to the 
notice of the German people as promptly 
and as widely as possible. 229 pages. 
Price, 35 cents. 

SuNDAY evening, March 9, there was 
·a Sunday-law meeting held in Bedford 
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, this 
city, Colonel Elliott F. Shepard was one of 
the speakers, and his speech was charac· 
teristic of himself and of the body of 
which he is president, as the following ex· 
tract will show. This is all of his speech 

. that needs to be reported:-
England and the United States. are the greatest 

Nations in the world because they keep the.fourth 
commandment. Germany conquered France be
cause she was a better Sabbath-keeping Nation, and 
by this standard a Nation's greatness may be judged. 

--~~--.-·~-----

AT the annual meeting of the alumni 
and alumme of Michigan University, resi
dent in Washington, which was recently 
held at Willard's, Representative Allen, of 
Michigan, made · a ringing · after-dinner 
speech. He declared that the University 
owed much of the marvelous progress 
which it has made to the fact that it has 
always maintained the proper distinctions 
between religion and the St11te. 

This great in~titution of learning_ has 
kept an even· course, in respect ·to these 
questions, through much adverse criticism, 
But, by the character of the men .whom it 
has sent out to participate in. the public 
councils of the States and of the Nation, 
it has proved most conchisively that a 

. noble and intelligent Christianity can be 

developed without a distinctive theological 
trai~ing. It is a fact that~ in these days 
oi incre~sing subserviency to man-made 
theology, and of dangerous tendency to 
centralization in Church and in State, with 
a view to future coalition, the broadly 
educated men and women of such institu
tions as the Michigan U :riiversity are needed 
to maintain the social) political, and moral 
equilibrium of national affairs. 

THE annual Convention of the National 
Reforin Association is to meet in Lincoln 
Music Hall, Washington City, Aprill, and 
continue three days. Rev. Jonathan Ed
wards is announced as one of the speakers, 
and he is to speak on the same subject 
that he did in the Convention of 1873. 
Ron. W. C. P. Breckinridge, who framed 
the Sunday bill for the District of Colum
bia is to preside at one of the sessions and 
make a speech. 

. 0£ all days in the year, the first day o£ 
April is the only one on which that Asso~ 
tllt:l!bion can with perfect coiisistt:lncy meet, 

iN- a speech in the United States Senate; 
March 5; in opposition to the Blair Edu
cational bill, Senator· Plumb, of Kansas, 
gave expression to an immense truth, and 
as important just now as it is immense, 
when he spoke the two following Mn
tences:-

Whatever domain Government invades it domi 
nates. The jurisdiction which it takes it keeps. 

Let the people a~tach these two sentences 
to the Sunday Bills that are now before 
Congress, then carefully study the whole, 
and they will get a view of what there
sult would be if they becawe la-ws. By 
this too, those who favor these measures 
can see what they ask when they petition 
for the passaga of such bills 

IN the United States Senate March 3, 
Senator Spooner, of Wisconsin, very 
justly remarked that "the tendency of 
this day is too much to paternalism in 
government." This is too true. The evil 
tendency seems to be in the very air. It 
crops out here and there and everywhere. 
It cannot be too carefully watched nor too 
strictly guarded against. Mr. Spooner 
further said that "no man can sit in Con
gress without being conscious of the fact 
that very often petitions· come here for leg
isl~tion on .topics which are not justly the . 
subject of legislation." Sunday legisla
tion is a sample of .this, therefore let the 
petitions be rolled up by the thousands of 
names against such 'legislation. · 

IN a Sunday-law meeting in this city, 
Tuesday evening, March 11, Rev. R. S. 
MacArthur, pastor of O!l>lvary .Baptist 
Church, said, as to the keeping of the 
Sabbath, that if "tie. were i:P. !3- Moharwnedan · 
country he could observe Friday;· if in a 
country where Seventh-day Baptists pre-

dominated he could observe Saturday, 
though he would prefer Sunday; and that 
in this conntry, as Sunday is the day ob
served, people ought not to object when 
required to observe it. Yet he insisted 
that the Sabbath is of divine and evedast-

. ing obligation. 
The same· day, in the City Court, a 

Chinaman, about to be sworn as a witness, 
when asked what form of oath he would 
consider most binding, replied:.-

Here in America I believe in the Bible, but in 
China I would believe in idols and my ancestors. 

Dr. MacArthur's views of moral obliga
tion match quite well with those of that 
Chinaman. 

THE attempt to shut all places on Sun
day except those which are run in the in
terests of religion and the Church, has led 
an enterprising proprietor in Boston to 
label his dime museum on Sunday as fol
lowsi= 

SbitlnH:fic ditufdt tltarid ctmceft anti iEJctufe 
on oid maids arld prlztl-tighttlrs, doiiectiortj i 0 ct~fits, 

Thi:l gl:l:ri.tliml c:itctrches ought to be 
ashamed of such cdrl:ipany as that. It 
may be repHed. that they are ashamed of 
it. Hardly; if they were ashamed of 
such company they would be ashamed to 
create it, as they do by the laws which 
they demand shall be enacted and enforced. 
So long as they are not ashamed to create 
such company, it cannot be said that they 
are ashamed of it after they have created 
it. 

Th6 Gospel in All Lands for March is 
one of the best numbers. of that monthly 
which has ever been issued. Mexico is the 
subject of the "Monthly Missionary Con
cert J• which is esp· ecially interesting and , . 
cannot fail to increastl t1w intei'tlst now felt 
in this country in Christian tnissiomi in 
that republic. · ''The Jesuit Campaign arid 
Our Danger," by Charles J. Littlel l..L. D.l 
should be read by everybody, and the 
warning which it contains should be 
heeded. The author truthfully remarks 
that "the real danger lies not so much in 
the Jesuitism of CathoHcism as in the 
Jesuitism of . Protestantism," by which he 
means the adoption by Protestants of 
Jesuitical practices, traditions, and meth
ods. 
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· '~AMONG all the religious pm·aecutions 
with which almost every page of modern 
hi~tory is stained, no.vict:i.m ever sufteHJd 
except for the violation of what Govern· 
ment d(lnominated the law of God." 

----........ ··----
IT is not the Roman Catholics alone who 

are. 'complaining of. the religious history 
that is taught in the public schools. The 
fr(ilsbyt~i'ians in Tennessee are at it too. 
They have· petitioned the Legislature pro
tes;ting against the introductio11 into the 
schools of the State, of a State history 
w:rittJn by the :S:on. James Phelan. They 
assert that in his chapter on '' Churches" 
he. has sadly" misrepresented the Presby
terian Ch"Q.rch, and the reasons for the ori-

. gin 'at the Cumberland Presbyterians, "and 
that morepver, he shows too strong Meth
odist proclivities. We wonder if there 
would be any protest if he had shown 
strong Presbyterian proclivities. We hope 
so. ·---··-----

UPoN the subject of progress m the 
Washington Legislat~re, the Spokane 
Falls Review of February 20, 1890, says:---, 

"One would ·quite naturally imagine, 
judging from the stew that some people 
have worked themselves into, over the 
matter of prayers in the Legislature, that 
one element within that· august body 
would consider life a burden, a dreary 
des~rt unrelieved· by a single oasis, unless 
foi' a few moments of each legislative day 
they were .insured the pleasing privilege 
of !!litting within the sound of the soothing 
voice of a ' court chaplain.' 

',' The fact that a man is opposed to 
prayers in the Legislature does n,ot signify 

NEW YORK, MARCH 27, 1890. 

that he is a foe to Christianity. It seems 
to the Review that he might be a promi
nent member of a church and still con
sistently object to religious services being 
blended with law-making, precisely .as he 
might frown upon any attempt to notify 
a preacher to appear with his Bible and 
prayer-book on the occasion of a gather
ing of citizens for the purpose of working 
a eounty road ! 

"If Christianity cannot stand without 
a State prop it is not the religion we take 
it to be. As a matter of fact, every effort 
to give it State support has had a reac
tionary effect that wrought more injury 
th,.n benefit." 

---~·----
The Blair Educational Bill. 

WEi do not mean by this title the Blair 
Educational amendment, but the Educa
tional bill,-though, as will be see11, there 
is not, in fact, a great deal of difference in 
the distinction. 

The features of this bill are-
1. For eight years from the year of its 

passage, there shal~ be appropriated 
$77,000,000: the first year $7,000,000, the 
second year $10,000,000, the third year 
$15,000,000, the fourth year $13,000,000, 
the fifth year $11,000,000, the sixth year 
$9,000,000, the seventh year $7,000,000, 
the e!ghtll, year $5,000,000,.,.--to the States, 
Territories, and the District of Columbia, 
according to the pl\oportion ''of persons in 
each, who, being of the age of ten years· 
and over, cannot write." 

2. In order to be a sharer of the money, 
each State, through its govt?rnor, shall re
port to the Secretary of the Interior a full 
account of the common-school system of 
that State; how much money was spent on 
schools in the last year preceding the re
port; how the money was raised; the num
ber of children attending school; the length 
of the school term; a.nd the average pay of 
teachers. 

3. The Secretary of the Interior shall 
certify this to the Secretary of the Treas
ury, with ''monthly estimates and requi
sitions," of amount due to 9ach, and the 

NUMB.ER 13. 

Secretary of the Treasury shall pay the 
said amount to such persons as shall be 
designated by the States to receive it. But 
no amount shall be paid in any one year 
to any State or Territory greater than tlie 
amount of school funds expended from its 
own revenues. Nor shall any of the $77,-
000,000 from the national treasury be used 
for building or renting school-houses; bnt 
$2,000,000 extra shall be devoted to this 
purpose in the same proportion as the 
regular fund. 

±. The money ''shall be nsed only for 
common schools not sectarian in character" 
in the States, and for common or indus
trial schools in the Territories. 

5. "The Secretary of the Il).terior is 
charged with the proper administration of 
this law, through the Commissio;ner of 
Education; and they are authorized and 
directed, under the approval of the Pres
ident, to make all needful rules and reg
ulations, not inconsistent with its provis
ions, to carry this law into effect." "Copies 
of all school-books authorized by'the School 
Board or other authorities of the respect
ive States and Territories, and used in the 
schools of the same, shall be filed with the 
Secretary of the Interior." 

If any State or Territory misapplies or 
loses any part of this money, or fails to 
report as directed. in the act, 01~ fa1ls to 
comply with any of the conditions of the 
act, "such State or Territory shall forfeit 
its right to any subsequent apportionment" 
"until the full amount so misapplied, lost, 
Ol' misappropriated, shall have be(m re
placed," "and until such report shall have 
been made." "If it shall appear to the 
Secretary of the Interior that the funds 
received. under this act for the preceding 
year by the State or Territory have b'een 
faithfully applied to the purposes contem
plated by this act, and that the conditions 
thereof have been observed; then, and n~t 
otherwise, the Secretary of the Interior shall 

· distribute the next year's appropriation 
as is herein before provided. And it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Inte
rior to promptly investigate all complaints 
lodged with him of any misappropriation 
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by or in any State or Territory of any 
moneys received by such State or Territory 
under the provisions of .thi.s act, or of any 
diierimination in thfl use of such moneys; 
and the said complaints, and all commu
n,ications received concerning the same, 
and ,the evidimce taken upon such inves
tigations, shall be preserved by the Secre
tary of- the Interior, and shall be open to 
public inspection and annually reported to 
Congress." 

Such, briefly stated, are the provisions 
of the Blair Educational bill. It will be 
seen at once that it is simply a scheme to 
make the public-school system a national 
affair; and that the money involved is only 
a huge bribe offered to the States to sur
render their school systems to the dictation 
of the .national power. The direction of 
the whole affair is given to the Secretary 
of the Interior. He is to be the arbiter of 
all complaints or disputes that ·may arise 
about the application of the funds or any 
of the provisions of the act. 

·What, then, is the object of making the 
public-school system a national affair only? 
Why is it that this shall be taken from the 
control ·and management of the several 
States and merged in a federal head and 
controlled by national power? There is a 
pm;·pose in this. This purpose does not 
appe'iir as distinctly in the bill as in the 
speech of the author of it, which he made 
in support of it. That purpose is to destroy 
aU parochial or denominational schools, 
and have the national power supplan,t the 
family ar:d the Church. This we shall 
now prove. 

According to Senator Blair's estimate, 
everybody who believes in the efficacy of 
the parochial or denominational school is 
an opponent of the public school and is a 
"Jesuit." On page 1542 of the Congress
ional Record ofJ~e Fifty-first Congress. 
(page .91 of· Mr; Blair's published speech), 
we find these words under the sub-head-

'' THE OPPONENTS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS." 

1 have.several times felt the necessity of alluding 
to the opposition which this bill has encountered 
·from the friends of the antagonistic system of edu
·cation, known as the parochial or denominational 
.system of schools: That opposition· 4as been of so 
inveterate and influential a character that it has 
done more than any other ca118e, in my judgment, 
to endanger its enactment into law, and I have felt, 

. very much against my personal· inclination, that it 
was a duty to say here and at this time that the de
velopments of the last few years, more particularly 
those immediately. preceding the present time, have 
satisfied me that around this measure is concentrated 
now a.·great struggle;·'the result of which will bear 
fitronglf ripon the fate of the public-school system 
Qfour Republic. _ .. 

I do not complain that those who believe in the 
QPEOsing system are insincere, that they are not able 
and upright men; conscientiously believing that the 
system which they advocate is more for the public 
good than is the common-school system itself .. But 
that is a question upon which the people of the 
country must make up their minds; and I feel as 
as though it was my duty to state what I believe to 
be the fact, that the issue on this bill in this country 
at the present time is mainly an issue between the 
public-school system and the opposing system of 
education for the children of our people. 
_ I have recently, in another connection, stated my 
yj~ws on this :mbject, and will incorporate them as 
part·qf this address to the Senate. 
-'s.'fi\;) Jesl1its who have undertaken the overthrow 
~i~MflU\ljllJ9-SC·h· ool system of this country areal
reaqyJ~ar advanced in their work. And I desire to 
dii,)?f·tliai%f«¥:Je§\Hts ":I do not mean simply and 

alone those who maybelongtothatorder, but I refer 
to them and to those who sympathize with them in 
their views of. public education and of the proper 
system for the use of the children of the people at 
large. 

I am aware that some who belong in what are 
kr.own as Protestant denominations share in the 
belief that the denominational school is the right 
school, the better school for the education of the 
rising generation, and to them all, to this ~gregate, 
I have applied this term, which I think iB a proper 
one, not in any sense offensively, because the Jesuit 
is, as I understand it, the representati<ve order of edu
cation in the Catholic Church. To it more than to 
any other is committed the charge of education in 
general, and they specially represent and exe_cute 
the policy of the Vatican in regard to the training 
of youth and in political affairs. 

Having thus made all to be Jesuits who 
believe in denominational schools, he holds 
all to be but parts of one grand system of 
"opposition" to the public school, and 
further says :~ 

ci' do as'sert' that '•tfie issue hEltWee~. thilse. two 
systems of instruction is a national issue, that it is 
already joined, and that the public-school system is 
getting the worst of it FO far.-Page 1543 (93 of 
printed speech). 

Therefore he proposes to rally the power 
of the national Government to crush out 
the parochial and the denominational 
school. And the right of the national 
power to do this is thus asserted:-

I do· believe that what I said was then true, and 
is true now, that the Nation has the right and the 
power of self-defense, and that it may go to any 
lMgths, the State and the parent failing, to secure 
the·educatio'nof the children of the cou:nt:cy; that it 
is injudicious· to do so unless, there b&a·hecessfty, 
but if the necessity was complete and total, then 
the Nation might assume complete and total charge 
(f the education of the children who are to be the 
h ation; if the necessity was partial and the remedy 
does not come, it is the duty of the Nation to find 
and apply the remainder of it as a matter of self
defense, but to wait long, patiently, and urgently 
upon the parent and the State, and to aid the parent 
and the State through their own exertions to accom
plish this end to the uttermost before falling back 
upon its own agencies, its own control. And I be
lieve further that the obligation of the Nation, the 
constitutional obligation, to guaranty to the States 
governments republican _in form, also imposes the 
obligation to guaranty needful education, by which 
alone the guaranty of republican government can 
be best made good. That affirmative · guaranty 
which the Nation must make good to the State can 
be b.est.J:edeemed by insuring.i;o.the$00,'-te theiJ:neans . 

. :ofe<tuhatitig its'qhildren; for" a republican form of 
government can be. maintained in no way but as it 
is based upon universal intelligence. 

This bill was :first framed and introduced 
eight years ago. It has passed the Senate 
three times already, and is now 'np for, the 
fourth. Eight years ago, therefore, the 

. necessity of national control was partial, 
· and this bill was intended as the remedy 
for that partial necessity. But, he says, 
in the issue that "is already joined " be
tween ''these two systems of instruction," 
·the public-school system ''is getting the 
wotst ·Of it so far." We do~n6fbelieve a 
word of this that the public school is get
ting the worst of it, but it is all the same 
so far as the intention of this legislation is 
concerned. 

Now the denominational school is estab~ 
lished and conducted above everything 
else to teach religion, a thing which the 
public scho~l camiot properly teach; As, 
according to Mr. Blair's idea, the public
school system is getting the worst of the 
contest; ·as the necessity for national in
terference was partial eight · years ago, 
and as the public-school system has con
tinued all this time to get the worst ofit, 

the necessity, according to the same meas
ure, is fast becoming '' complete and to
tal;" and therefore the time has come for 
the Nation to "assume complete and total 
charge of the education of the children." 
But, as it is the specific work of the 
denominational school to teach religion, 
and as the ·Nation must assume complete 
and total charge, of the education of the 
children,. it therefore becomes necessary 
for the Nation to assume complete and 
total charge of the teaching of religion. 
And Mr. Blair is prepared for this, and 
has proposed that the Nation shall prepare 
for it in the following amendment to the 
national Constitution:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent
.atives. of.tJ:te ,.Ur~tited States. of America in Oongres11 
assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring 
therein), That the following amendment to the Con
stitution of the United States be, and hereby is, ~ro
posed to the States, to become valid when ratified 
by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, 
as provided in the Constitution:-

ARTibLE -. 

SECTION 1. No State shall ever make or maintain 
any law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 

SEC. 2. Each State in this Union shall establish 
and maintain a system of free public schools ade
quate for the education of all the children living 
therein, between the ages of six and sixteen years, 
inclusive, in the common branches of learning, in 
virtue and morality, and in knowledge of the funda, 
ml:)ntal.and.non~sectarian principles of Christianity. 
But no nl(:itieyraised'bytaxation imposed bylaw or 
any money or other property or credit belonging to 
any municipal organization, or to any State, or to 
the United States, shall ever be appropriated, ap-· 
plied, or given to the use or purposes of any school, 
institution, corporation, or person, whereby instruc
tion or training shall be given in the doctrines, ten
ets, beliefs, ceremonials, or observances peculiar to 
any sect, denomination, organization, or society, be
ing, or claiming to be, religious in its character, no~ 
shall such peculiar doctrines, tenets, beliofs, cere
monials, or observances, be taught or inculcated in 
the free public schools. 

SEC. 3. To the end that each State, the United 
States, and all the people thereof, may have and 
preserve governments republican in form and in 
substance, the United States shall guaranty to every 
State, and to the people of every State and of the 
United States, the support and maintenance of such 
a system of>'free pti.bNc schools as. isJiereitt'providM 

SEC. 4. That Congress shall enforce this article 
by legislation when necessary. 

That is the object of the Blair Educa
tional bill. And that is why we said at 
the beginning of this article that between 
the bill and the proposed amendment 
there is not a great deal of difference in 
the distinction. · The bill is but a step to 
the amendment. The bill is but an im
mense bribe offered to the States to allow 
the thin edge of the wedge to be entered, 
to be followed by the whole body of the 
wedge sent home hy the crushing blows 
of the national power. The bill pretend· 
ing to be but an expression o.f tender so
licitude for the educational interests ot 
the States, is in reality the expression of a 
purpose to " assume complete and total r • 

charge of the education of the children,n 
usurping the place of the parent and the 
Church as well as of the individual States. 

An:d the author of that bill, the in~ 
ventor of Stich an ulterior and far
reaching scheme, will sta:nd on the floor 
of the United States Senate, in the pres
ence of the Nation, and denounce as " op
ponents of the public schools" and as 
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u Jesuits " the opponents of this infamous 
scheme I • 

If ever there· was framed a more Jesuit
ical document than the Blair Educational 
bill, we should like to see it. And to re
ali~e ·that the United States Senate has 
passed it three times, is more astonishing 
still. 

In the words of Stanley Matthews upon 
a like subject we close this article: " I 
protest against this doctrine. Its applica
tion would be a monstrous tyranny. Its 
idea is pagan, not Christian." 

A. T. J. 

The National Gods. 

THE Qhril[tian Statesman and the N a
tion~l Reform workers are making a great 
deal out of the afflictions that have. come. 
upon certain members of the national ad
niirlf~tra tion. 

Secretary Blaine lost a son and a daugh
ter in quick succession, and Secretary · 
Tracy's ho,use was burned, with fearful 
consJ;lquences-the death of his wife and 
daughter. There is. no one in the land 
who does not sympathize deeply with both 
of these families in their affliction, and it 
is not the surest sign of. Christian sym
pat4Y to turn this into a national thing, 
and thu,s charge the afflicted ones with. 
such heaven-daring sins as to exhaust the 
divip.e mercy. 

This is just what the National Reform
ers are doing. Dr. McAllister. started it 
with a sermon in Pittsburg, entitled ''The 
Washington Calamity; God's Call to a 
natipnal . repentance." He attacked the 
prese.nt a<'!.ministration witp. being "un
christian," and said that the afflictions 
which had befallen Secretary Blaine and 
Secretary Tracy are "acts of a displeased 
and warning Providence." He declared 
that the first and chiefest reason for these 
a:ffliotions is that President Harrison, in 
hi!'! Thanksgiving proclamation last year, 
made no reference to Jesus Christ, and the 
mor;e fully to prove that this is a great 
reason, he says:-

The question now arises, where is the reason for 
the t;~b;l.gJtlar. train of calamities which has of late 
attended the course of. those who. hold the reins of 
our Government? The question can be answered. 
It can be answered when the course of the present 
aaministration is pointed out; whim we observe how 
its actions correspond with the tone of a Christian 
people. T~e, for the first, the last Thanksgiving 
proclamation issued by President Harrison. In it 
thanks were directed to be offered by this Christian 
Nation, but there was not even a reference to Jesus 
ChriSt. Hllld the omission of this sacred name been 
accidental, or caused by lack of forethought, the 
case would pot be so ~laring. 

l3ut President Ha1nson was waited on by a com
mittee and was earnestly solicited to insert in the 
FJ:Oglamati<>n the name of Jesus Ohrist. In the face 
of this, Mr. HarrisoJ:} 'refused to make the insertion. 

Thus the National Reformers already 
assume the place and the· prerogative of 
the interpreters of the will of "God in the 
movements of Providence, and make them
eelves judges .both to name the sin and 
measure the guilt of the national au
thority. 

How do these men know that that was a 
atTine punishment for sins? And even 

though they knew that it were such, how 
do they know what and ,how many the 
sins were ? The truth is they know not 
one solitary thing about it. The God. of 
providence alone knows the purpose of 
these afflictions, and why they fell as they 
did. And it is more human, and much 
more Christian, tenderly to sympathize 
with the_ afflicted-to "weep with them 
that weep"- than it is to stand off and 
point the finger, and exclaim, "Ah, ha! 
that is what you got for your wickedness." 
It is neither Christian nor wise for men to 
usurp the throne of Providence, and pre
sume to run the universe according to their 
narrow views, and in the line of their un
sympathetic and wicked ideas. 

Balls and festivities at which wine was 
used are also named as associate sins for 
which this punishment came; and, taken 
altogether, Dr. McAllister pronounces the 
present administration a disappointing 
one. He says:-

In many other ways the present administration 
has been a disappointing one to the Christian people 
of this land: It was expected that with so many 
men in high and responsible positions who were 
stanch members of the Christian church, many 
long-looked-for reforms would be made. To-day in 
this great Christian country we are in many respects 
behind some of Europe's dynasty-stricken Govern
ments. The name of God is not mentioned in the 
Constitution. Although the land is filled with soci
eties covering every line of moral work and trying 
to help on the great cause, yet in many instances 
they fail because they have not the proper backing. 

So they expected great things of the 
administration because there was so many 
men connected with it who were stanch 
members of the Christian church; and 
because of this they expected their long
lo.oked-for reforms to be mad~. But men 
cannot be reformed by law; and even if 
they could, these men cannot make law 
where they are. President Harrison has no 
law-making power in his hands. ·H.e is not 
the chief legislator, he is the chief execu
tive,· he is there to execute laws that are 
niade by the law-making power-Congress. 
But Congress cannot make laws that will 
reform people. The legislators are only 
representatives of those who send them to 
Congress; they can only represent the 
sentiment of those who send them. Then 
to the people is the place to look; the 
people are the ones to be labored with,
they themselves are the ones to be re~ 
formed. But even then law is powerless. 
No man can make a law by which to re
form himself. The incentive to reform 
must come to him from without himself; 
and when that incentive has been applied 
by the people, the reform is accomplished 
without the need of any State or national 
laws, and without any effort of the admin
istration. 

The surest, the most lasting, and the 
most blessed incentive to reform, is the 
love of God as manifested to the world in 
the grace of Jesus Christ. The gospel of 
Christ, in the true demonstration of the 
power and spirit of Christ, is the surest, 
in fact, it is the only, means of real re
form. If the churches and the societies 

which are endeavoring so persistently to 
reform the Nation by human statutes, 
would only take up the blessed work of 
inculcating the genuine gospel of Jesus 
Christ, there would readily and easily 
come such a reform as would do the peopl~ 
good. 

It is true those societies fail becaus~ 
"they have not the proper backing;" but 
the proper backing is the gospel of Christt 
and not a law of Congress, or official in
corporation of the name of God in national 
documents. If these societies have not the 
proper backing, it is because they hav~ 
not the gospel of Jesus Christ; and if they 
have not that, it is their own fault and not 
the fault of the administration. And it 
is not fair, much less is it Christian, for 
them to visit guilt and condemnation and 
supreme punishments upon the national 
administration for faults which are their 
own. A. T. J .. 

A Movement to Unite Church and 
State. 

IN the SENTINEL of January !'6, there 
appeared the text of the joint resolution 
proposing an amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States, "respecting 
establishments of religion and free public 
schools." 

The resolution calls for the instruction 
of children in the "fundamental and non
sectarian principles of Christianity. " Now 
what are the fundamental principles of 
Christianity? It is self-evident that Chris
tianity pertains to Christ, and that noth
ing can be taught in regard to Chris
tianity without teaching about Christ. 
Where do we learn about Christ? and 
what shall we teach about him ?-We 
learn of Christ in the Bible, and nowhere 
else. All we know of Christ is contained 
in the Scriptur~s of the Old and New 
Testament, and therefore that which is 
taught of Christ, in teaching the funda
mental principles of Christianity; must be 
what the Bible reveals concerning }Jim. 
So the very first thing in teaching Chris
tianity is the consideration of who Christ 
is. And what about him? What does he 
do for us? What is the nature of his 
work ? The simple answer to these points, 
according to the Bible, would be that 
Christ is the Son 9f God; the divine word 
who was in the beginning with God, by 
whom all thipgs were created; who was 
made flesh and ·dwelt among men; who 
dled and rose again to redeem men and to 
save them from sin. And this brings up 
the fact that men have sinned against 
God; they have broken his law. And so, 
to teach the fundamental principles of 
Christianity is to teach the law of God, 
which points out sin, and to teach Christ 
as the Saviour from sin; to teach his 
power and majesty as the one who is able· 
to save from sin; in short, the funda
mental principles of Christianity is all 
there is of it. You cannot teach an~ 
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about Christianity without teaching these 
very things. For Christianity may be 
summed up in a word as the way of sal
vation from sin, through Christ. 

Suppose now the State enters upon the 
work of giving this instruction to all 
children within its borders. What is it 
doing ?-It is doing. the very work for 
which the Church of Christ exists. Christ 
instituted a church here upon earth that 
it might be the light of the world, that it 
might spread abroad in the earth a knowl
edge of him and of his truth. This is all 
the church is for. Now when we have 
the entire Government doing this work in 
every school district, we have simply the 
State organizing itself into a universal 
church. That would be a State Church, 
a union of Church and State. Nothing 
less than this can be made of it. 

_ Again, the bill says ".the fundamental 
and non-sectarian principles of Christian
ity." By that is meant those principles 
which are not peculiar to any sect, but 
which all denominations can unite upon. 
Please consider the fundamental principles 
of Christianity, .as we have referred to 
them, and see upon which· one all 
denominations are agreed. Christianity 
means the doctrine of Christ. Who is 
Christ? Some say he is the divine Son 
of God, and others deny this. Some say 
that his work was vicarious, others that 
he simply lived and died as an example. 
There has been disagreement upon the 
very first principles of Christianity ever 
since the Church existed. So that if the 
public schools are to teach the principles 
of Christianity, they must teach principles 
that are held by some denominations and 
dis believed by others. 

In his book, '' Romanism versus the 
Public-School System," page 170, Dr. 
.Daniel Dorchester says:-

llt is ·plain that if all elasses are to use the publie 
"School, there must be no speeifie religious instruetion. 
It !Jannot be imparted eonsistently with the Ameriean 
system of government; if religious instruetion is 
.given, it will be almost certain to savor of some par
;:tieular· seet~ 

The same thing is put more forcibly by 
the Honorable Stanley Matthews, in a 
speech in reference to th~ Bible in the -
,schools of Cincinnati. Said he :-

The gentlemen Ol\ the othe1• side say they limit the 
oreli:gious instruetion demap.iled to what they call a 
"broad Christianity.'' I have already onc.e or twice 
.adverted to the term. I ao not know that I understand 
it. If I do, it is a ''broad" humbug. The Christian 
religion is not a vain and unmeaning generality. It 
is a definite and positive thing. It mearis something, 
·or it means nothing. In my view it is a supernatural 
~cheme -of-redemption-a revelation from God of his 
gracious purpose and !lan of salvation to a race 
"dead in trespasses an sins," through the mediation 
.and atonement of Jesus Christ, who, being God from 
eternity, became incarnate, and by his death upon 
the cross became a sacrifice for sin, made expiation 
for it, and, having risen from the grave, ascended 
into heaven, and there sitteth on the right hand of 
the Father to make intercession for his people. The 
·whole character and value of such a religion consists 
;altogether in being, as ,it claims to be, a supernatural 
plan of salvation from sin. Otherwise it is irreme
-dial. :Strike out from the Bible the parts which dis
olose, reveal, and teach that scheme, a,nd the rest i~:~ 
insignificant. And any instruction or education in 
·religion whi.ch does not teach the facts which consti
tute .that scheme, and which cannot be stated even, 
except as conveying dogma, is no instruction in the 
.Christian religion whatever. 

This is the truth clearly and forcibly 
stated. If the principles of Christianity 
are to be taught at all, the whole must be 
taught. Christianity is a unit, and the 
whole of it is contained in the fundamental 
principles. If the State is going into the 
business of teaching this, then we ask, 
How will thB work of the school-teacher 
differ from that of the Sunday-school 
teacher and the minister of the gospel ? 
And the only answer is that their work 
will be a little more comprehensive. They 
will be doing the work of the minister and 
the Sunday-school teacher, and, together 
with that, will be giving instruction in 
the sciences. So that, as we said before, 
for the public schools of the United States 
to teach the fundamental principles of 
Christianity would be to establish a State 
Church, to effect a union of Church and 
:state in the most complete manner pos
sible. 

We have already shown that non
sectarian instruction in religion cannot 
be given. Such instruction will necessa
rily savor of some particular sect, as Dr. 
Dorchester says. And this, it is admitted, 
would be to effect a union of Church and 
State. Thus, in the book before referred 
to, on page 65, Dr. Dorchester, in refer
ring to an appropriation by the State of 
New York to certain Catholic schools, 
says:-

The people thus found themselves taxed for the 
support of sectarian education, the Roman Catholic 
faith being taught in the schools thus supported. 
The State and the Chureh were then virtually united. 

It is plainly evident that whatever way 
we consider .this proposed amendment, it 
is really an amendment to effect a union · 
of Church and State. We have not in 
this article touched upon some of the per
nicious . results that would necessarily 
grow out of the adoption of the amend
ment, except as the readers may infer for 
themselves some of the evils that would 
result from a Church and State union. In 
another article we shall13how some of the 
wickedness that would follow its adoption. 

E. J. W. 
--------~--------

Recreation and Religion. 

A scOTCH parish minister has been dis
cussing the rival claims of football and 
religious worship. He finds that some of 
the athletic youth in his congregation 
have been so wearied by their exertions 
at the football matches on the Saturday, 
that they could not come out to church on 
Sunday morning. The re.medy he pro
poses for this state of matters sounds very 
like revolution in Scotch religious ideas. 
He proposes that the football match 
should be postponed till the Sunday after
noon, and that his young people should 
have. their worship :first and their enjoy
ment afterwards. He defends his pro
posal by the observation tha~, etymolog
ically, religion and recreation mean the 
same - thing. We are not so -s:ure about 

. that, but the fact that such a suggestion 

is made by a minister in Scotland proves 
that Scotland is moving for1Vard perhaps, 
fast enough. Twenty-five years ago an
other Scotch minister was the subject of 
universal reprobation in Scotland because 
he suggested that a quiet walk on Sunday 
might be a good thing. Now we have 
foot ball on Sunday recommended. Scotland 
is advancing.-London Daily Graphic. 

Logic and Law. 

(Concluded.) 

CONGRESSMEN are here to crystallize into 
law the highest expression of the will of 
the people. The expression of the civilian 
will, must result in civil law. You are 
here to make civil law then, are you not? 
Not moral law. Why can you not make 
moral law for the people ?-Because you 
cannot exceed the powers which the peo
ple had to give you, who constituted you 
legislators. And as they had no power to 
make a rule of moral action, one for the 
other, or for themselves, therefore they 
had no authority to delegate such power 
to you. 

If, then, you cannot, in your own 
minds, and in the minds of the people, 
both in theory and in fact, divorce com
pletely-as utterly as though it had never 
existed-the religious idea from the con
'cept Sunday, you have no right to legis
late upon the use of that day, as distin
guished from any other day. 

Those who are asking for the passage of 
this bill, are urging the members to com
mit themselves to an unconstitutional act. 

Sunday la.ws, and the whole line of re
ligious legislation which goes in the same 
category, are alien to the letter of Amer
ican fundamental law, and to the spirit of 
American institutions. They are a sur-. 
vi val of the . English Church Establish
ment, and should have exist~d, after the 
Declaration of Independence and the adop
tion of the Constitution, no more than the 
laws governing the control of livings, ·and 
the maintenance of the Church of Eng
land. They have rightly no more place 
in our statutes, than law for the regula
tion of the royal succession. 

But the legal and judicial indolence of 
bar and bench has permitted this alien 
brood an entrance into our statute books, 
through precedent and not principle. .And 
the precedent can be relied upon, in every 
case, to prove its principle wrqng~ 

A clause of Article Fourteen, of the 
amendments to the Constitution, says, . 
that '' No State shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the United States;" 
but, when '~legislating for the District of 
Columbia, Congress is bound by the prohi
bitions of the Constitution," and as other-. 
wise expressed, it is the purpose of this 
Government to defend the personal rights 
and privileges of all its citizens, that, as 
the .preamble ·states, the blessings of lib
erty may be secured to ourselves and to 
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<mr posterity. Yet, suppose for a mo
ment that you are able· to divest your
selves of the religious heredity acquired 
:since your ancestors first heard Sunday 
preached, and you proceed upon a civil 
basis entirely; how far may you, as legis
lators, proceed in this special legislation, 
without trenching upon individual and 
:absolute rights? To determine that, let 
tts go ba.ck again to the source from 
which legislative authority is derived,
-the people. 

A citizen holds the right and title to 
:his life in fee simple. Of what is a man's 
life composed ?-Three score years and 
ten, or ~ore, if by reason <t>f strength he 
may attain to it. In other words, it is 
iime,.-that ·is the stuff of which the web 

·.-of his· life. is woven. That time is his, 
possessed by him in indefeasible right. 
May he take, civilly, one-seventh of his 
neighbor's time, ten years of. his life; 
may his neighbor take one-seventh of 
:his life, ten years of his time, and devote 
it to any purpose whatever ? If not, then 
have they the right to delegate to y'ou the 
power to · take away one-seventh of the 
lifetime of all the people? For, if it be 

· true that they have that right, and may 
. therefore give it to you, then the repre
sentative o.f the Knights of Labor, who 
spoke at the late Sunday Convention at 
Was}lington, was on the right track, 

· when he said, ! ' We go farther than you, 
:and demand two days in the week, Satur
day for play and Sunday for rest," and it 
may. properly be made a penal offense to 
labor on Saturday and Sunday, and if for 
two days, then for three, four, five, six, 
seven; and .the State may properly dictate 
what shall be the works of necessity and 
mercy permissible for any and all days of 
the :week. Then a man's lifetime is not 
his ; but has been absorbed into the being 

J . . 

<>f a ;vampire of his own creation. If this 
can "be so, what then becomes of the "in-. 
:alienable rights, of "life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness," which the Dec
laration of Independence asserts ? 

It •is therefore by the inexorable logic 
<>f their position, that those who are pro
moting the passage of Sunday laws, are 
.compelled to deny the soundness of the 
foundation principles of our Government, 
·"All men are created equal," and "Gov
<ernment derives its just powers from the 
.consent of the governed," declaring them 
to be untrue and dangerous doctrines.· 
At a joint Convention of· the Sabbath 
Union an.d National Reform Association, 
beld at Sedalia, Missouri, last summer, 
Rev. W. D. Gray said, in open convention, 
·~'I do not believe that Governments derive 
-their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, and so, the object of this move
ment is an effort to .change that feature 
.of our fundamental law." The assent of 
the convention to these views was shown 
by the election of Mr. Gray to the secre
taryship o~ the p()rmanent State organiza
tion. Colonel Elliott F. Shepard, Presi-

dent of the American Sabbath Union, in a 
speech made at Chautauqua last summer, 
said, "Governments do not derive their 
just powers from the consent of the gov
erned. God is the only law-giver. His 
laws are made clear and plain in his word, 
so that all nations may know what are the 
laws which God ordained to be kept." 

These open statements show that the 
Sabbath Union and National Reform As
sociation are, by the utterances of their 
representative · men, traitors at heart. 
They unblushingly declare their disrespect 
for the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence, as a preliminary to- the re
quest to Congress, for the passage of laws 
in violation of the Constitution. They 
are at enmity with the Declaration and 
Constitution, because they desire to ignore 
rights which the one specifies, and the 
other secures to the people. 

In this nation every individual is sub
ject to the Government, and this Govern
ment derives its authority from no foreign 
power. The just powers of this Govern
ment then, if not from the governed, must 
be derived directly from God. We can un
derstand how that the people express their 
highest civil conceptions in voicing human 
law; but if there be no human law, and 
all law is the· expression of the perfection 
of God, what medium shall give voice to 
it? Upon this point, hear Rev. W. F. 
Crafts, Secretary of the Sabbath Union, in 
the convention lately held in the city of 
Washington. The following is verbatim:-

Mr. Hamlin: Is it proposed that an end should 
be put to the running of the street cars on Sunday? 

Mr. Grafts: Well, whatever the law may be, I 
sl!Ppose the consciences of the people, and the 
o.tfieers, will carry out the law; otherwise, I suppose 
the citizens will form a law-and-order league, to aid 
in the enforcement of the law; for, even independ
ent of police, local influence, a law-and-order league 
is useful in connection with the officers. As to 
newspapers and street-cars, these would come either 
under "secular work" or "works of necessity. and 
mercy," and that is a matter of interpretation by 
the courts. . . . But the question of horse-cars 
and newspapers will undoubtedly be discussed by 
the courts, and something will either be put into 
the law, or ·decided by the courts shortly after the 
law is passed. 

See also" Notes of Hearing," before the 
Senate Committee (of the Fiftieth Con
gress) on Education and Labor, on the 
joint resolution (S. R. 86) proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution · of the 
United States, respecting establishments 
of religion and free public schools, p. 90. 
, Senator Payne: Let me inquire whether Unita

rianism is within the principles of the Christian 
religion? . . . Is not Unitarianism a direct 
denial of the Divinity of Christ, and the Christian 
Church, and is that to be prohibited, or is it to be 
allowed? 

The Chairman: The Court would have to settle 
that wherever the question was raised. 

There is, then, no controversy but what 
these questions raised by this line of legis
lation, must come before the courts for 
adjudication. If this is to be. ''The Amer
ican Sabbath," and these the necessary 
measures for its "preservation," who will 
be the "American god ?"-Jehovah? the 
court$ ? or the theological instructors be
hind the bench ? 

This is not a new subject in the com-

mittee-rooms of Congress. The Twentieth 
Congress was largely petitioned for the 
stoppage of S1mday mails, and it was then 
said that '' these petitions did in fact call 
upon Congress to settle what was the law 
of God." The ~easure was reported upon 
adversely, the Senate concurring. See 
Register of Debates in Congress, VoL 5, 
p. 43; and abridgments of Debates of 
Congress, Vol. 10, p. 232. The report of 
Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, from the Sen
ate Committee on post-offices and post
roads, to whom these petitions had been 
referred, is germane to the present issue. 
It is submitted that the Committee of the 
District of Columbia would, in this in
stance, be justified in presenting a similar 
report on H. R. 3,854, on similar ground. 

As to the point that the District of 
Columbia already has Sunday laws in 
force, and enforceable, see laws of the 
District of Columbia, 1868, p. 137, Sec~ 

tions 10 and 11 (re-adopted in 1874). Sec
tion 92, p. 9 of the Revised Statutes of 
the District of Columbia, says: "The laws 
of the State of Maryland, not inconsistent 
with this title, as the same existed on the 
twenty-seventh day of February, 1801, ex
cept as since modified or repealed, continue 
in force within the District." The author
ity so to legislatQ, is shown in laws of 
Maryland, 1791, 1. Dorsey, p. 269, chapter 
45, section 2, in connection with the clause 
in section 8, Article 1, of the Constitution 
of the United States, where, in citing the 
powers of Congress, it says, " To exercise 
exclusive legislation, in all cases whatso
ever, over such District (not exceeding ten 
miles square) as may by cession of par
ticular States, and the acceptance of Con
gress, become the seat of government of 
the United States," etc. 

The District being thus under the juris
diction of Congress, and the Maryland law 
adopted the Revised Statutes of the District 
of Columbia (section 1049, p. 122) deter
mines what court has jurisdiction of cases 
coming under this law. It is there found 
to be the Police Court, and section 1, 054 
same page, provides that "The court may 
enforce any of its judgments or sentences, 
by fine or imprisonment, or both." There
fore, although the penalty affixed to the 
Maryland law may have become obsolete 
or difficult of determination, authority is 
lodg~d in the court having jurisdiction to 
affix its penalty by " fine or imprisonment, 
or both;" and in evidence of the fact that 
the law survives, although the penalty 
may become obsolete, see United States 
vs. Royall, 3 Cranch, Circuit Court Re
ports, pp. 620-25. 

If Congress ever had the power to 
adopt such a law, the Maryland Sunday 
law of 1723 is still in force, and enforceable 
in the District of Cohimbia, and to adopt 
another would be simply cumulative legis
lation. 

But, on the other hand, if it be true 
that, when " legislating for the District 
of Columbia, Congress is bound by the 
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prohibitions of the Constitution," see 
United States vs. More, 3 Cranch 160, and 
Congress never rightfully adopted this law 
into the statutes of the District, then. Con~ · 
gress would be guilty of cumulative un~ 
constitutionality, in passing the law con~ 
templated in House Resolution 3,854. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. H. McKEE, 

For the Nat'l Religious Liberty Ass'n. 

Paganism and Christianity. 

BISHOP ANDREWS, who has :recently re
turned from a tour of inspection of the 
Methodist missions in Asia, reports that he 
found evidences in Japan of what he re
gards as a drift toward Christianity. The 
whole nation, he says is permeated with 
the fundamental principles of Christian 
civilization. 

The same tendency has. been discerned 
by other observers, and the advisability of 
formally adopting Christianity has every 
been discussed seriously by some of the 
Japanese statesmen and philosophers on 
the ground that the nation would profit 
by establishing the religion of the West. 
But this disposition toward Christianity is 
rather an indication of the absence of re
ligious ideas and convictions than of the 
kindling of any new and genuine faith· 
among the Japanese. The whole number 
of actual Christian converts there is put 
by Bishop Andrews at 25,000 only, wliile 
the population of the islands is about 35,-
000,000; and the educated people are de
scribed by him and other travelers as 
doubting or utterly rejecting all super
natural religion whatsoever. Such vital 
religious faith as there is remains among 
the common people; but the skeptical 
philosophers ·argue that so long as they 
have a religion of some sort it would not 
make much difference whether it were 
Christianity or Buddhism. The change, 
as the philosophers would make it, would 
be in name only. 

Thus the state of mind among the edu
cated Japanese is analogous to what it 
now is among many educated Europeans 
and Americans. They reject the old relig
ious faith for themselves, but they regard 
its acceptance by the mass of the people as 
valuable for the preservation of the social 
order and system. The colleges and uni
versities of Japan propagate religious doubt 
and scientific and philosophic theories sub
versive of all theology; and yet the temples 
are kept up to stimulate the faith of. the 
humble faithful. Is not the same very 
much the case here ? Our chief colleges 
exert an influence hostile to theological 
dogma and theory, but the churches con
tinue to pre<tch and uphold as much of 
the old belief as ministers will consent to 
inculcate and the attendents to receive. 
[The Su:n might justly have added, and it 
ought to, that they are.also seeking to have 
the State formally adopt it here as is pro-. 
posed in Japan.-EDITOR SENTINEL.] This 

substantial agreement with their own sen
timent and practice leads the Japanese phi
losophers to question whether they might 
not adopt Christianity as they see it mani
fested in the West, without any violent 
shock to popuiar prejudices and with ma
terial gain in their relations with the 
western civilization. That seems to be the 
explanation of such drift toward Chris
tianity as there really is in Japan. 

Nor can it be denied that they have some 
reason for so thinking, and that it has been 
strengthened by :recent theological discus
sions in this country. The best of the can
didates ofl'ering themselves as missionaries 
for the American Board are young men 
who have acquired in the theological 
seminaries of the Congregationalists, views 
whose logical tendency is toward the Jap
anese position. They doubt, or absolutely 
reject, the old and fundamental doctrine 
of everlasting punishment, and would 
govern God by rules and under limita
tions which satisfy the requirements of 
human reason. In other words, reason 
has become their God. So, also, the Pres
byterians are demanding that their stand
ard of faith shall be made consistent with 
reason, though in order to accomplish the 
change the whole system of theology, as 
held by all orthodox churches, must be de
stroyed. They would make man's reason 
and sentiment rather than God's will to 
rule in the world. They are on the road 
to an agnosticism as complete as that of 
the Japanese. The Pr.esbyterian minister 
who asserted in the New York Presbytery 
that his church was taking Colonel Inger
soll as its guide and leader, was not far 
wrong. The movement for a revision of 
the Westminster Confession is a move
ment in that direction. 

It seems to us, therefore, that instead of 
attempting to encourage a tendency toward 
indifferent Christianity in Japan, Bishop 
Andrews and all Christian Bishops and 
ministers should rather bind themselves 
together to revive genuine Christianity 
at home. New York to-day is a pagan 
city. The majority of the people, and 
more especially the educated people, are 
'as much pagans as the inhabitants of 
Tokio.-New York Sun, February 25, 1890. 

IN the Baltimore Conference of the Meth~ 
odist Episcopal Church, South, March 15, 
the Rev. P. H. Whisner asked for the ap~ 
pointment of a committee of five on Sab~ 
bath observance, saying that "there is a 
great struggle going on between those 
who wish to see the Christian Sabbath 
kept sacred and those who wish to do as 
they please on that day." Well, if a man 
is not a Christian,_ has he not the right to 
do as he pleases on the Christian Sabbath? 
Why is it that those who profess to be 
Christians, persist in the effort to compel 
those who are not Christians to act as 
though they were? Such a proceeding is a 
reproach and only causes reproach to 
Christianity. 
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Religious fntolerance. 

As a representative of the National Re
ligious Liberty Association, the writer at-
tended the March term of the Circuit Ce:1rt, 
at Troy, Tennessee, to witness the trial of" 
one R. M. King, indicted for working on 
Sunday. Mr. King is a member of the· 
Seventh-day .Adventist Church, a sect. 
which, like the Seventh-day Baptists, ob
serves the seventh day (Saturday) as th& 
Sabbath, instead of Sunday, believing thee 
seventh, and not the first day of the week,_ 
to be the day of divine appointment. 

The indictment against Mr. King reads 
as follows :-

Indictment vs. R M. KING. 

State. of Tennessee, } July T A D 1889 
Obwn County. enn, · · · 

The Grand Jurors of the State of Tennessee. 
elected, empanelled, sworn and charged to inquire
in and for the body of the County of Obion, in the
State aforesaid, upon their oath present that R. M. 
King, late of said County, laborer, heretofore, to wit:: 
on the 23rd day of June, A. D. 1889, and on divers. 
other Sundays before and after that date, and up to
the taking of this requisition, in the County of Obion_ 
aforesaid, then and there did unlawfully and un
ttecessarily engage in his secular business, and per
formed his common avocation of life, to wit: plow
ing on Sunday, and did various other kinds of work 
on that day and on Sundays before that day, with
out regard to said Sabbath days. Said work was. 
not necessary, nor done as a ~atter of charity; and 
the doing of said work on said day was and is a dis
turbance to the community in which done, was of-

. fensive to the moral sense of the public, and was. 
and is a common nuisance. So the Grand Jurors 
aforesaid present and say that said R. M. King was. 
in manner and form aforesaid guilty of a public-· 
nuisance by such work on Sunday in a public place, 
prejudicial to public morals, contrary to the statute,. 
and against the peace and dignity of the State. 

J. R. BOND, 
Att'y-Gen. 

Five witnesses were called for the State,. 
and one for the defense. The first witness: 
examined was J. L. Cole, who was also the
prosecutor in the case. He testified that 
he had seen Mr. King plowing in his field 
on Sunday on one occasion. There was a. 
public neighborhood road on two sides of 
the field in which the plowing was done~ 

· but the field was not in sight of any place
of public worship. He did not see the de
fendant plowing for more than five min
utes. On cross-examination the following 
questions were put to the witness by 
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<lolonel Richardson, the defendant's coun
.:ael, and' drtlw from the witness the an
:swers as g-iven:-

Ool. R.- Did you see the defendant, Mr. King, 
working· on Sunday? . 

Mr. Oole.- Yes. sir; I saw him plowing in his 
~field on Sunday, the twenty-third day of June last. 

Ool: R.-Did it disturb you in any way? 
Mr. Oole.- Yes, sir, of course it did; it was very 

.:annoying to my feelings. 
Ool. R.- On what grounds? 
Mr. Oole.- On the ground that it was a violation 

--of l!J.WS both sacred and civil. 
Ool. R._,-Then it was an excitement of your re

:ligious feelings, and repulsive to your views of 
.Christianity?· 

ll:tr. Oole.--' Yes, sir, 
Ool. R.- How long have you known Mr. King? 
.ll(r,. Oole.-For about twenty or twenty-five years. 
O{).l. R.'- What was the general ·character of the 

cdefen9.ant as a peaceable, quiet, law-abiding citizen, 
·.up tothe_tiw..e.oft.his indictment? 

Mr. aoze.:...,:i:t wM good. 
O~j>l. R.-I~ he a pious, Christian gentleman? 

To this question the prosecuting attor
:ney, J. R. Bond, objected, and his objec
tion was sustained by Judge Swiggart, on 
·the. ground that it was irrelevant. Where
·up6n Colonel Richardson made the follow
:ing plea:-

YourHonor, I think it is releva~t, and I submit 
·.to your Honor that I propose to prove that he is a 
member of a church which holds that Saturday, the 
,seventh day, i13 the Sabbath, and that he observes it. 
.1 think I have a right to do this for two purposes: 
.first, I think I have a right to do it to show that he 
·did not intentionally violate-the law; second, I think 
. Jliave a right to do it to show the intent and pur
pt>se for which he did it, as a matter of mitigation. 
Jf this action .can be i!U:Stained at all, and if this jury 
~an :ltild any verdict at all, it is within the discretion 
. .and power of the jury to impose any fine above $50 
that they may see proper. And I think that as a 
matter of mitigation I have a right to show to the 
jury that this man belongs to a church that pro
.:fess~ certain tenets of religious faith,-amongst 
whiQb is that the seventh day is the Sabbath; and 
.that he observed that day as the Sabbath. I think 
.I have a right to prove this,-not, I grant you, as a 
>defense to the action, or as a decision of it, bnt in 
.:mit.igation of any fine. 

· 'i:he. Oourt.-:-I do not think his religious belief or 
:rellgious connection with any church or sect has 
.anything to do with this lawsuit, and sustain all ob
jections tending to prove anything of that sort. 

. Ool. R.- .And" y91,1r Ho:trOJ.:71iec~ines, to~allow me 
·;tO ]lrbve it; even as a ·matter of mitigation? 

· The Court.;_ Yes, sir. · 
Col. R. (to the witness).- Are you prejudiced 

;;agah~st the defendant because of his religious 
views? 

Mr. Cole.-I can: say this, that I do not favor his 
~religious views. 

Here the Court objected to any further 
.questions on this point from the defense. 

Further examination drew from this 
'Witness ~nd the one which followed, the 
rfact that the witnesses and certain others 
l1ad bound themselves by a written pledge 
>Or agreement to prosecutec every violation 
-of the Sunday law. The defendant offered 
t<;> prove that others who made no preten~ 
:sions to observe any other day than Sun
day ,cut wheat with a self~ binder, rafted 
logs, .and did other work on Sunday; and 
that no ·attempt had been made to pros
ecute them; but the Court would not allow 
him to do so. 

r'he cross-examination showed that the 
third witness, .Alexander Wright, was 
;going down to his field to examine his 
oerq;pJ:i the firs.t time he saw Mr. King at 
work; and on another occasion he and the 
fourth witn'-lss, William Oaks, were on 
theiJ: w.~y to .another part of the neighbor~ 

hood after a cow:. The fifth witness was 
looking up harvest-hands when he saw the 
defendant at work on Sunday. 

The defendant also offered to prove that 
he had been tried before a Justice of the 
Peace, and fined for the identical work 
which was made the principal offense in 
the indictment, viz.: plowing corn on Sun
day, the twenty-third day of June last, and 
that he had paid his fine and the costs; and 
introduced for the purpose the Justice be
fore whom he was tried; but the Court 
would not permit him to prove these 
facts. 

The speech of the prosecuting attorney 
was a tirade against the religious sect of 
which the defendant was a member, and a 
reflection upon northern men, although 
Mr. King is not a northern man, all of 
which was well calculated to arouse the 
prejudices of the jury. It was so saturated 
with blackguardism that it cannot be re
peated. The main effort of the speaker 
was to confound the defendant and those 
of his religious faith with the Mormons, 
and he even charged them with offering 
human sacrifices. I will give a few ex~ 
tracts from the speech, which are very 
much modified; for no respectable pen 
could w:rite the words as; spoken, and no 
rBspectable ear would want to hear them . 

There were a lot of fellows in the olden time
some Adventists, or Seventh-day Advents, or Mor
mons, or Mayflower fellows, I do not care which 
you call them-that believed in human sac:tjflces, 
carrying them to the altar and burning them up as 
an incense. Suppose they should come from the 
same section of that country, Colonel Richardson 
would say, "You have no right to interfere with the 
rights of conscience of this people; and you can't 
interfere with them, because the Bill of Rights says 
that every man in this country has a right to wor
ship God accQl'ding to the dictates of his cons<;Jience." 
Burn children, practice polyga.my, and everything 
else of that sort! No, sir; away with all such fool
ishness, and everything of that sort I I do not care 
anything about the Adventists, or Mormons, whether 
they are right or not. But when they come here 
they must walk up to the rack and eat the same 
fodder that our folks eat. Not satisfied with wor
shiping God I Oh no; but with your shorthand re
porters, your Mormons, and your Adventists, you 
want to corrupt not only the whole morals of the 
country, but you want to control the courts of the 
country. I wish to Goa we had more Methodist 
Churches, and more Baptist Churches, and more 
Presbyterian Churches, and more EpiscopalChurches, 
and more Catholic Churches, until every man was 
brought under the benign influences of these · 
churches; but, in the name of God, I do not want 
any of these Advent Churches, or Monnon Churches. 
Guiteau, when he had a revelation from God (and I 
expect he had a Seventh-day Adventist lawyer to 
defend him), took a pistol and shot down the ruler 
of this Nation, and they hung him; and that is what 
they ought to do with all these fellows. I-have no. 
respect for men like that .. These fellows never heard 
from God, and I think they never will. They are not 
satisfied with working on Sunday and practicing 
polygamy themselves, they come down .here and 
want to save us, and have us practice polygamy. 

The obscene and filthy utterances of the 
attorney, which we have not quoted, evoked 
considerable merriment among the visitors 
in the court-room, the jury, and especially 
among the leading witnesses for the pros
ecution, who were devout church mem
bers. 

The jury was only out about half an 
hour, when they returned a verdict of 
guilty, and assessed the fine at $75. The 
counsel for the defendant took exception 
to the charge given to the jury, and moverl 

a new trial. In refusing to grant a new 
trial, the Judge said :-

The law is clear. I charged it properly. The fine 
is a reasonable one, and one well warranted, The 
laws are made to be obeyed; and Mr. King and all 
other men should and must obey them, or leave the 
country. I make these remarks that they may 
know that I intend to have the laws strictly en
forced in the future. Mr. King and his brethren 
have a right to keep another day if they choose, but 
as Christian men it is their duty to obey the laws of 
the State, and they must do it. 

.An appeal was taken to the Supreme 
Court of the State, and will probably be 
heard at the .April term. 

The results of this case prove more 
clearly than ever the danger of removing 
a single provision that our fathers wisely 
put in the Constitution to protect the rights 
of conscience, and to secure to all perfect 
religious liberty. .And it is not enough to 
have these safeguards in the Constitution; 
The statute-books must also be kept clear 
of laws touching matters that are purely 
religious. The Bill of Rights of Tennessee 
is clear and strong as to the rights of con
science; but the statutefl are enforced re
gardless of the Bill of Rights In matt~rs 
of so much importance we cannot trust to 
the good will and indulgence of our fellow
citizens. The rights of every citizen in 
matters of conscience should be recognized 
fully and distinctly in all constitutions and 
statute-books, both State and national. 
Nor can any creed or sect be safe when it 
is otherwise. No matter how numerous 
or well protected they may be at the pres
ent time, let the precedent once be estab
lished of coercing the conscience under the 
sanction .and protection of law, and none ' 
can tell what the end will be. In the case 
above referred to, the witnesses testified 
that their moral and religious senses and 
their sense of propriety were shocked. 
.Another citizen of Tennessee, in talking 
with the writer, said that it would shock 
his moral sense, and sense of propriety, 
more to see persons led d:own into the 
water and immersed than to see a man 
quietly plowing in his field on Sunday. 
Who can say, if the laws would permit it, 
that there would not be men whose re
ligious senses would be shocked by immer
sion, by communion in both kinds, or by 
the opposite of these, till their pent-up re
ligious enthusiasm would seek vent in 
prosecutions and persecutions. The only 
tenable ground for a remedy against the 
evils of religious legislation is to keep the 
State and the Church forever separate. 

DAN. T. JONES. 

THE· act of those riotous women at 
Lathrop, Missouri, the Union Signal ap~ 
proves as " a temperance crusade with 
practical features and speedy results." 
We do not believe in intemperance nor in 
rioting. Riotous "temperance" is intem
perance none the less dangerous than sa
loon intemperance. These women ought 
to have been more both womanly and 
more temperate. They should not have 
allowed their zeal to get the bett'er of. their 
judgment. 
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N?TE,-Any O~e receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
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THE Supreme Court of Wisconsin has 
decided that the reading of the Bible in 
the public schools is sectarian teaching, 
and therefore unconstitutional. Judge 
Bennett's ''representative" decision is 
therefore reversed. 

THE Blair Educational bill was defeated 
in the Senate March 20, by a vote of 
thirty-one to thirty-seven. Senator Blair 
changed his affirmative vote to no and 
gave notice of a motion to reconsider. 

The article in this paper on the bill was 
in type and "made up" before the bill 
was defeated; and it will help more to 
show how richly the bill deserved the 
everlasting death which we hope has been 
dealt to it by this vote. 

----~~+------~ 

OuR readers will remember that two 
weeks ago we published a letter from our 
California correspo:p.dent criticising a ser
mon on Sunday work in one of the Califor
nia prisons. Referring to this same ser
mon, the San Francisco Alta says:-
-~good many interior.journals are commenting ad

mirmgly on the energetiC and righteous indignation 
with which Rev. Dr. F. A. Horton, of Oakland, re
cently denounced the practice of working the San 
Quentin convicts on Sunday. Only one fault can be 
found with Dr. Horton's denunciation. The convicts 
in San Quentin are not worked on Sunday. 

This is indeed a serious fault but we 
thi~k that ou~· correspondent sho~ed very 
plamly that 1t was not the only fault in 
that sermon. 

I 

WE learn from the Territory Enterprise 
that a large and enthusiastic meeting of 
th~ citizens of Virginia City, Nevada, was 
held in the Opera House at that place ~n 
the lQth inst., to protest against the pas

. sage of the Blair Sunday-rest bill the 
Breckinridge Sunday bill, and the pro~osed 
Educational amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States. A part. of the 
resolutions were as follows:--

ReSolved, That ... it is not and never. should 
be within the province of the national Congress or 
the Legislature of any State in the Union to presc~ibe 
for the free public schools what are and what are not 
the "fundamental and non-sectarian principles of 
Christianity." 

Resolved,· That religion is beyond the purview of 
human governme11t, and from it is essentially distinct 
and exempt from its cognizance. That any connec
tion between them. is not· only injurious to both but 
is destructive of personal liberty, freedom of 'cou
iicience, .and the public welfare; and with. the patriot 
iioldier, Grant, we affirm that all religious should for 
11.1l time, be left to the .family altar, the church,' and 

the private school, supported entirely by private con
tribution, and that the State and the Church should 
remain forever separate. 

The senators and representatives from 
that ~tate were requested to oppose the 
adoptwn of the Blair and Breckinridge 
measu;res. The work of the Nationai Re
ligious Liberty Association was heartily 
approved. · 

DR. GossLER, Minister of Ecclesiastical 
Affairs and Public Instruction of the Ger
man Empire, has, it is said, expressed his 
approval of the views of Dr: Windhorst, 
the Catholic leader, t:hat the Church school 
and State ought to work together. Radical 
changes, he declares, are impending in the 
field of education. In view of the fact 
t~at. the late elections in Germany have 
g1ven the Papists a strong hold upon the 
Government, enabling them to dictate 
their own terms to the emperor, the world 
need be surprised at nothing which may 
happen in Germany in the way of a return 
to the methods of the middle ages. 

R~v ·. JOSEPH CooK is quoted by the 
Ohnstwn Statesman of Feb. 27, as criticis
ing Edward Bellamy's Nationalism, in his 
first Boston·lecture for 1890, and saying: 
"It has elements in it that are very Chris
tian; but the Christianity is in the volun
tary co-operation, and not in the compul
sory. Nationalism." Very true Mr. Cook! 
The principle of voluntary co-operation, 
and not of national compulsion, is at the 
r?ot of all Christianity. In that expres
swn, you have stated a truth of universal 
application, and one which bears just as 
hard upon the methods and purposes of 
the National Reform Associatio:a, and Sab
bath Union, as upon the-doctrines of Mr. 
Bellamy. Why, then, do you affiliate with 
these advocates of nationalism in religion? 

THE Christian Statesman, of March 6, 
contains the following : '' We . regret to 
note that Sabbath, the 23d inst., was openly 
devoted to lobbying among the members 
of Congress in favor of the rival cities. 
The amended Fair bill, imperilled by a 
shameful struggle for political advantage, 
passed the New York Legislature on 
Wednesday, the 19th, Until this was 
done, New York's representatives at Wash
ington ·could do nothing. The Sabbath 
was one of the four days left before the 
vote was to ,be t~k~¥·, ;.O)launyy .M. De
pew, Ex-Senator Warner Miller, Elliott F. 
Shepard and others, hastened to Washing
ton. We cannot ·say·to';What extent the 
Christian men in this delegation were re
sponsible for the fact, or were implicated 
in it, but the newspapers of Monday bore 
evidence that no other day of the four was 
more diligently employed in pushing the 
claims of New York, than was the Sabbath. 
On the evening of that day, a dinner was 
given by Representative Flower, where 
the . plans for the week· were carefully 
looked over ·again, and close calculations 
made, as to the result of the vote." 

Already it seems the religious press has 
begun its censorship, and among those 
who fall under its displeasure, is the ~11-
fortunate president of the Sabbath Uni01~ 
itself. Elliott F. Shepard has been in bad 
company, and the Christian Statesman 
throws the first stone. He has soiled the 
immaculate dignity of his office by com· 
ing to Washington on the same train with 
?hauncy Depew and others, who, accord4 
mg. to the newspapers, must have talked 
about the World's Fair on Sunday. A 
New York Representative gave a dinner 
too, and these bad men all ate togethe:' 
on Sunday, and planned how to get the 
World's Fair. If only the Breckinridg<: 
Sunday bill had been a law, the States
man might have had legal redress for 
the "disturbance" of its Sunday rest in.. 
Philadelphia, by these New York Sunday. 
breakers in Washington. 

' 
A GENTLEMAN in Florence, Ontario, sends 

us a postal card, from which we make th6 
following extract:- · 

You seem to think that God requires some help 
from so_me of his creatures to maintain his kingdon:; 
upon earth. J pray that the United States may be so. 
fortunate as to get a civil statute to protect the first 
day of the week as the Christian Sabbath. 

We cannot see why the gentleman should 
imagine that ive thin.k that God needs 
some help "to maintain his kingdom upon 
earth." That is the position occupied by 
those who are endeavoring to give him 
the help of th.e civil law. The Sabbath. is 
a divine inst~tution, and it belongs to God. 
If Sunday Is the Sabbath, it certainly 
nee~s ~o ~ther law than the law of God to· 
~a~ntam 1t. God ·needs no aid from the 
c1v1l power to maintain the dignity of his 
gov~rn~e_nt. But the National Reformers 
are ms1stmg that he does, and that this 
Government shall give it to him, 

THE member of Congress who presented 
the local Sunday bill for the District of 
~olumbi.a, ~11 the House of Representa. 
tlves, said, man address in New York as 
quoted in "Sabbath Reform Docume~t" 
o~ January 9 :-

. ~he State owes it to itself and to its present 
citizens, and to the generations that are yet to 
come, to protect this day' on precisely the . same 
grounds that they protect the martial relation. 

This member proposes to protect the 
dar, by a law "to prevent persons from 
bemg · forced to labor on Sunday 'l At 
the next ~essio:J?- of Congress, then, ~e may 
expect him to mtroduce a bill "to prevent 
persons from being forced to violate the 
m,arital relation." 
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· .AT a meet,ing of the school teachers of 
Douglas County:,. Kansas, lately, there was 
'"an animated debate " upon the following 
,.question:-

.In the provision made in the ConstitutimL for the 
:separation of Church and State, does the word 
\-Church mean or include Christianity ? 

.· This seems to iUJ.ply that the Constitu
·:tion wlJ.ich tl:wy .h~d in mind makes use. of 
~the word Chitrc.h.; l>:ut neither the United 
iSt~tes:Constitution .nor the. Constitution 
~o(Kartsas uses :the ;w::ord in any such con
mection. ~ut whaJ;e;ver the te~chers meant 
iit was. finally ,.conpluded by them that 
"'the word Chn:rcll. does not mean or 
~include Christiai.rity." We should like 
;those; teachers to ~ell us what Chris
;tianity is, or amounts :to in .this world, 
·without the Church .of :Christ. There 
:may be a church without Christianity, • 
·but it is impossible to have. Christianity 
without a church. '. Those teachers need 
'to be taught before they discuss such a 
<question again. 

'THE ChriQtianNation wants a ''Protest
;ant 'university" at Washington, and what 
is more, it wants the Government to build 
it, or at least contribute liberally toward 
;the enterpris,e. In its issue of March 19 
that p~per says:-

Since the Catholics made a SU{)Cessful venture in 
founding a University at Washington, various proj
ects for a great national university under Protestant 
auspices have been suggested and discussed. Every 
one seems ready to admit that the national capital 
is an ideal strategic point for the location of such an 
institution, and every one is in favor of it. But it 
requires something more than good wishes to endow 
a university, and while Uncle Sam has millions of 
surplus stored away in his great money vaults; it is 
not an -easy rp.atter to get their doors opened by 
those who have the power to do so, namely: ou1· 
legislators. 

NEW YORK, .APRIL 3, 1890. 

"Straws," it is said, "show which way 
the wind blows," and this item shows just 
as plainly the direction which theN ational 
Reform mind is taking. It would require 
only the adoption of the Blair Educational 
amendment to make a "Protestant univer
sity" at Washington, endowed with Uncle 
Sam's surplus millions a possibility. But 
desirable as a great university may be at 
the national capital; we hope never to see a 
dollar of Government money appropriated 
either to a Protestant university or to a 
Catholic university. The revenues of the 
country are for quite another purpose than 
that of endowing denominational institu
tions of learning, whether Protestant or 
PapaL The Government should know no 
Protestants and no Catholics, but only 
citizens. 

The Temporal Against the Spiritual. 

THE Blair Educational bill is dead, and 
we are glad; yet its spirit, intensified, still 
survives in his proposed amendment to 
the Constitution. .And as the principles 
and the object which it. was designed to 
further are embodied in the joint resolu
tion to am€md the Constitution, the discus
sion of the question is still of living im
portance. But even though the principles 
were not still pending in another measure, 
the fact that a bill to such an intent should 
pass the Senate three times and fail to pass 
the fourth time by so dose a vote as thirty
seven to thirty-one, adds a twofold weight 
to justify further discussion of it, because 
this shows that the principles are indorsed 
in high placeE~, and that they have a place 
in the public estimation. The facts given 
last week prove that the object of the bill 
was to open the way for the national power 
to abolish all denominational schools, and 
to take total control of all the children of 
the Nation in religious as well as in the 
common branches of knowledge. 

In his speech Mr. Blair enunciated doc
trines that are entirely subversive of every 
form of recognition of any power higher 
than that of the national Government. For 
convenience we again' quote, as follows, 

NUMBER 14. 

his statement branding as "Jesuits" the 
opponents of his educational measure:-

The Jesuits who have undertaken the overthrow 
of the public-school system of this country are al
ready far advanced in their work. And I desire to 
say that by "Jesuits" I do not mean simply and 
alone those who may belong to that order, but I refer 
to them and to those who sympathize with them in 
their views of public education, and of the proper 
system for the use of the children of the people at 
large. 

I am aware that some who belong in what are 
known as Protestant denominations share in the 
belief that the denominational school is the right 
school, the better school for the education of the 
rising generation, and to them all, to tllis aggregate, 
I llave applied this term which I think is a proper 
one. 

There are a great many people in the 
United States who believe in de:J?.omina
tional schools who are not Jesuits, nor 
even Roman Catholics, nor &re they in 
any way in sympathy with . the Roman 
Catholic opposition to the public~school 
system. They have not a word to say 
against the public schools, but they do say 

· that the public school cannot give instruc
tion in religion at all, much less can it give 
instruction in the religion which they be
lieve. .And believing with all their hearts 
the religion which they profess, it is more 
precious to them than life, and they· must 
teach it to their children. .And that it 
may be taught to their children in a way 
to do them the most good, they establish 
denominational schools and support them 
themselves, and at the same time cheer
fullypay their taxes for the support of the 
public schools. We say that these people 
have a right to maintain these schools as 
they please. We say further that the Ro
man Catholics have the right to establish 
and maintain parochial schools, in which 
distinctive Roman Catholic doctrines shall 
be taught, to the satisfaction of Roman 
Catholic people. They have the right to 
do this without any interference whatever 
on the part of the Government. .As long 
as that is the religion that they believe, 
and they pay for the teaching of it, it is 
nobody's busines'S but their own; and 
when the State undertakes to interfere 
with it, it is going out of its place, and in-
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terfering with that with which it has no ualover t!i~t~mpo-fttl power wlreil'o:D,oo the former Church. lie est&.blished the Church solely 
business to have anything to do. . haiJ.obt~Jir.~sl.fdominion of. the so1,1l, fiB ~~as~f~d ... ~Y t.hat this work m{g:(l_t be pe;rformed; and 

ll t. h " b . ''J. "t " . . d' . t- :theu.'gre~~-t~~~a comparison of the II_ whi~h. ·til" - . ·_ lJhorit . be rh de known - This last 
A; F en, .t;J~ng ··. esm s, accor lng 0 each one iu'l!:~J~~i}ic~ upo:rr-~hn who ~. . ... :' (~~~\:r.'~ , 1~ ~~ ~ . Y _ ' ~ · . · - . - : 

Mr: Blair's theory, who b17lieve infdeliong• _ r.espective command.s. T}J.e one can lpll; :t; -9-~,c: ~- g~otat:toJ.t, ~~er~fore, Plf.!,ll\l.y shows that the 
inatj_QIJ,~:tl schools, ctlie follciwin,g ~tat,etii~.n.jf ,a6d~Iiat is all. Tiie'otherccan burn b6tlib. ·.· 'anlf' \ i¢,e3t Qf't~~;:i)>roop;os(3d :r,:_el:i:gwus aroendmE)nt 
sho¥s --.What' is · intended ny%}le l~gl~la:.:' ... so'i:\Y'forever .. ·Now, it is thiS;lattllr :prop6sjti~JLWliicli' ' to tJi:e~_@dr,.is.~itu_tiqJi-> jjne ·.idea of the-legisla-
tion:-"- - ; . ·Js<~h~.secr~t o£ the·qb.urch!s :Power over tne cml(l 1ation9l which. Senator Blairis the origina-

.. . .. - - • ~ tau_g_h ___ t l_·n·~h_e par9o¥.al sch_o\Jls. . .' . . _: . :,·to' ·r· ' .;~_ \_to~_1_·_ .i __ ,_'cs' ~t_·r·_· .. " .. Y· ;a·J--1-.. 0= .h:•_u· ·. rch a. ·utli:ori ty, all ·THe:~duo~t~qtuilbfll[now th~Jtmep_gmep.t]~ill . . . . . . . . . . . .. -"".·· ~,t""', "' ~.. . . ~ .· .. ·• . 
degide2the grOO,t 'schqol·co:nt~o'Ve;rsy_-aig~iii.~t the- I-t~is:true that th'ere is atreme~d~u,s Blk ·.C)l:};t_rcp. -jj~~Q'l~iilg-s, and:~llpplant;them by 
JeSdits; anQ. rn: favor qf the present 'pubJio sy~;~tem · -periOrity <!f s-piritual 'th~ngs oyer tmnporal ·the- S,tiitE)f·ankf then to destroy all idea, all 
of;;~du«iation for .alL .. " - - things; i:tnd of spir!tual power over' tem- sens-e, 'ail te~ching; of th_e:- s-uperiority of 
,r£lj_,i~-itis shown that the-:object o£ that poral power, :a~d j-}lis very/ superiority spiritual things over'ten:{por~l, arid make 

legislaticm is the. abolition of every form ChristianitN: inculcates; Christianity says: · temporal things only supreme, and tem
of denominational schooi, and have the ''What shall it profit a man if he gain poral power absolute, in t_he dominion of 
public school only, or the private school the whole world and lose his own soul?" the soui. . 
exactly corresponding tothe public school. "Fear not, therefore, them which destroy Since Roman p~gan times ~there has 
Next he s_ays:- -the body, ail.d-=-·after -that have no more never bee_n asserted more plainly the su-

Two great llistitutions in our society widertak~ that: they <lan· do; but fear him who l.s able · preniacy qf·temporal power over all things, 
to control the education of the c4ild. ~h-4:l Pl!.blic- -to- destroy-both soul and body in hell; yea, · · }iuman·ordivirie, over all things spiritual. 
~chooi f)ystem undertakes to give universal educa- · d · · " 0 · 

I say to you, fea:t-'h-imY An agam': ur And aside from the laws of Roman pagan-tion; and' ahns to hnpart that training and to convey 
that kind arid degree of knowledge whichilliall in- light a:ffi.iction ~which is but fur a mo- ism, it would be difficult to find in any 
sure absolute freedom of action to th13 individual in ment, 'Worketb. for us a Jar :Qlore exceeding nation · statutes embodying so fully and 
all the affairs of. public. and private life which.are and eternal weight ,of· .glory; while we look clearly the divinity of the temporal power 
the subject of voluntary control, and to secure rtght not at, the. things which-are seen but at the as do these measures originated and advo-
action·by the influence of intelligence and upright h t f th th" 

thingswhj.c are no se.en; !):r · e mgs ca. ted ·by Mr. Blair in the United ·States motives .. 
. There are many private schools founded u'pon the which are seen are temporal; but the things Senate. 

sariie principles as the public-schoolsystein, and for which are not seen are, et<;lrnal." This is But though the Church be all that we 
the purpo~e's of this discussioil. shouid be included the voice of· Christia;nity. It is 'the very have here stated, as there belongs to it all 
with that system. purpo13e of Christianity to introduce men that we have here named, it does not fol-
. It is not. true that the public-school sys- to th!:l r~alm of f?Piritua,lity, · a:n,d to 1ll.ake low that there is, or that there should be, 
te~ underlakes to give universal educa- spiritual things supre11le, and :to put tem~ · any conflict whatever between the Church 
tion. It cannot possibly give universal poral things into a· ;wholly .subordinate and the State, or between church authority 
education. It has n.o right to undertake place; and if ne.cessity demands;-give them and the authority of the State. The Church 
tg give ;education in religion; but this par- no pliJ.ce .at. all. The spiritual .authority, has its sphere, the State has its sphere also. 
agraph shows. that the proposed ame:nd- therefore; is,. in the rea;lm ·.Of conscieJ1Ce, These are totally separate and distinct 
ment to the Constitution is the genuine s~preme · 9:v:er <the individual soul. This from each'othE:Jr. '!'he sphere ofthe Church 
expression of his thoughts on this question-. doctrine and •the. inculcation- of !the senSQ is spiritual, and has to do with spiritual 
Bu:t ·now for- the other system, He de- of thls au;thority upon the souls of men, is things; and' with spiritual authority, not 
scr~bes that as follows:--'- committed to the C,hurch. · It belongs to, with'temporal. The sphere of the State is 
. .,'l!'he other great system of education seeks to con- the Church; the Church is commap_deQ. by tempol:::il; 'it has to do only with temporal 
~rol the whole course of the _subsl)quent ljfe of the Jesus Christ to teach it. She must· teach things; alid · never -with things spiritu:al. 
ind!yidWtl by the iPiposition of an '-'l~tra~eous au- it, a11d.she will teach it. She will teach in While the Church· keep·s its nropcer place, 
thority upon tlie will or deciding power of the soul · · · -1 - · · · . . J:< 

· spite of al the power that earth can pos- ail.d the· State keeps its prop· erplace, there iN that period of life when it is. easy to fashion the . 
fate [faith] of the child. sibly oppose to it. Nor is it victorious over cari ·never be any conflict. By the assertion 
.. It is the very office of Christianity to the opposition· of earthly power only,. for of the authority of the State in spiritual 

·h h-1 · · f th. Jesus· Ohrist··has.-decJared .of this ~church things·.and in ·matters which belong to the seek to control t e w o e course o · e . 
subsequent life of the individual, by the that even:the:gates of hell shall. Il.ot prevail Church, this assertion which is made by 
imposing of ~n extraneous. authority upo1l against it. ·The, very' work of .the Cliurch, the·Blair legislation is just as bad as would 

' - . 1 ' . and the -very reason of :its :existence in the be or everiWas an assertion o£ the authority th:e will or deciding power of the sou ,- JU.st · 
· · world, -is.to.-spi'.ead abroad th-e: knowledge of -the (Jliutch over that of the·State. It is as soon as 1_·t pos_sibly can. · If it can be , · · ~ 

of: :spirituality. ,' and to inake known the evil, only evil, and that continually, and done while "the individual is a. child,· so . . ' 
· · - · imniense.v· .. · alue.a_nd,superiority'of .the spir- continu;:tlly increasil;ig.. A. T. J. much the better; b'!lt whenever it may·be . . 

(l.<nie, this is the one grand ·object of the itual over·,temporaLthings. 
· · 1 k. t - t 1 : •Nex't ·s·a·y·s··Mr· .··Bla{l' .. ·__:_:: . , ·A Pointed Question by a.Presbyterian. ehristian re igioil. It see .8 so 6 con ro ·~ 

tliii.rwhole course of the subsequenidife o£ 
th:e <'individual, that the will · or deci<iing 
power of the soul will recognize· the· au
th'o:r'ity of Jesus Christ as absolutely' su
preme over every other form of alithority 
that fuay be imagined; and in the above 
stlitelilent Senator Blair thus distinctly 
proposes to set the Uni.ted States··Govern
irieiit, through his public-school· system, 
aliove Christianity, and to set the author
ity of the State above the authority of 
J esu;s Chris£. · · 
·. This last statement leads himtdbhe con
s~deration. of ~he. spiritual' po:iter and: au
thority as compared with· ~he· 'teinpora:I, 
and _he says:- · 

· '.1;'1\.illk: of th~ treme~dous superiority of the spirit-

l'f' this 'fd~a of :church authority :ShoUld' come to 
perin.~:ite · tne puolic-school systeili/ 'the p:irochial 
school would'' disl$pear. . 

A.ssliredly rt· would:, and· the'Church it~ 
self would disappear, bee~ use there W()'uld' 
bi:dieitlier· e~rtlily :hor'hea'vellly use for it .. 
The public-school systeri:ds'the'B~ate sys
tem; 'the 'public school's ap.thority and 
methods are 'the State's· alithority and 
methods. If, therefore, the State· could 
exert the attthority, do the work; ~rrd per
fork the: office of thE\ Ch-.:irch, tMn. there 

. would be 'no place :for· the~ Church: -B-tit 
the state cll.ilnever'do this~ itdbesn.ot be

; Ions- ~<ttne'.State atalL 'Cn~st'nev~r~com
ini~te'd· it'-' hi. all:y' sense; 'nor irr'~ny degree, 
-to the · Sta'ta. · ·He ·· donilliitted it to ·the 

IF I am a Presbyterian, plowing in my 
own field along side of the public highway 
on Saturqay, and a Seventh-day Adventist, 
ot B~ptist, sh6uld pass l?Y on his way to 
church, and if T should bid him a civil 
good 'inotning and go on with' my~work, 
and then he should complain to the magis
trate and 'ask !or my arrest . for disturbing 
his devotio:ci.s, would t not discover that he 
was ~ hypocritical pretender? · 

On the other hand, if I should pass his 
field· on niy way to church on Sunday, ail.d 
find him at\vofk and prosecute him for it, 
would he not s-ee that my relig-ion did :not 
bear the impress of the Cross? 

WILL. M. GLENN, 
Ooultersville, .Penn. 



THE .AMERICAN SENTINEL. 107 

·Religion and the Churcl:\. 

WHEN so much is said pro and con about 
a· union ofChurch and State, it is .fitting 
that we know exactly what is: meant by 
"the Church." Many people erroneously 
suppose that the term refers to s'ome par
ticuJar: denomination, as the Methodist, 
Baptist, or Presbyterian. But this is not 
the case. To use the term in that sense 
would :Pe Dit:mifestly unfair. If, in speak
ing of,''the Church," we should refer to 
to some. special denomination, we would 
thereby .imply that no other denomination 

· could be. a :part of "the Church." With 
·the exception of the Oatholie, nobody uses 
the te:nm '~the Church" with reference to 
any particular sect. 

In the Bible "the Church "ds declared 
to be (the bo;dy of .. Christ. . In one place 
Panl says of1Christ that "he .is the head 
of the pody; the Church" (Col. 1: 18); and 
aga;i.n <h.e says that God ''hath put all 
things. under his feet, and gave him to be 
the head over all things to .the Church, 
which ;is his body" (Eph. 1: 22, 23). Bap
tism .is uninrsally recognized as the en
trance to the Church, as Paul says, "By 
one Spirit .are we .all baptized into one 
body;" and that this body is Christ, is 
shown by the words, "As many of you as 
have .. been baptized into Chr~st have put 
on Christ." 

''The C~utch," then, in the strict sense 
of the word, .is composed of those who are 
"in Christ," who have been converted, 
''born again," and are consequently ''new 
creatu;res." From this it is very evident 
that,• strictly speaking, no one religious 
sect, nor all of them together, can be called 
"the Church:" Everybody is willing to 
admit· that in every denomination thero 

• are those who are really members of "the 
Chur0h," because they are united to Christ; 
but nobody will claim that all of any de
nomination .are truly Christian. 
. Since we cannot always distinguish. the 
true profess0r from the false one, it is evi
dent·that the extent of the Church is known 
only to him who can read the heart; but it. 
is not· convenient always to make' this· ;fine 
distinction in our conversation, neither is 
it possible; and therefore we speak of all 
who profess the religion of Jesus as mem
bers of his. Church. T.hus we assume, siitee 
we cannot decide, that each individual's 
p:rofession is an honest one. 

Now mark this fact;. the religion of Jesus, 
or the profession of that religion, is the 
distinguishing characteri~tic of the Church. 
It is that which makes the. Church, and 
without that there is no Church. 

With this matter clearly in mind, we are 
prepared to decide for ourselves whether 
or not the Religious Amendment party is 
in favor of. a ~nion of Chuvch and State. 
And ihis deCision shall be made from the 
published statements of that party. In 
the New York Convention·ofthe National 
Reform Association; held in 1873, Dr. Jon
athan Edwards, of Peoria, Ill., said:~ 

It. is ju~t possible that ,the ,6ukry against Church 
and State may spring rather frol)l hatred.to.revealed 
religion than fi·om an intelligent patriotism. But 
where is th~ sigli, the ome:u, of such Church and 
State mischief coming upon ·us? Who will begm 
and who will finish this union of Church and State? 
If you think the Roman Catl).olic. can do it in spite 
of the watchfulness of the l'rotestant, or that one 
Protestant sect can do it amid the jealousy of all 
other sects, or that all these sects would combine to 
effect a joint union with the State, you ha;e a. notion 
of human nature and of church ·nature different 
from what I have. Church alld State in union, 
then, are forever impossible here; and, were it never 
so easy, we all repudiate it on principle. There are 
enduring and ever valid reasons against it. But 
religion and State is another thing. That is possible. 
That is a good thing; and that is what we aim to 
make a feature in our institutions. . 

Exactly; and right. here. do we see the 
omen of a union of Churchand State. We 
do not expect that in this country the 
Catholic Church will be the.State Church, 
nor that a.ny one of the Protestant sectl'i . 
will be honored by an alliance with the 
State. Neither do we look for all the sects 
to combine and sink their individuaLnames 
and thus form a union with the State. But 
~e do look for a desperate ~ffort to unite 
Church and State; and we claim that this 
effort will be made by the so-called N a
tional Reform party. And further, we 
claim that Dr. Edwards has admitted, even 
while denying it, that·such union is the 
avowed object of that party. We leave it 
to the candid reader if the short argument 
at the beginning of this article, defining 
"the Church," taken in connection with 
Dr. Edwards' positive declaration, does not 
prove that a union of C:!mrch and State is 
the grand object sought by the Amend
mentists. 

"But," says one, "do you not teach that 
a man should carry his religion into his 
busines.~? Why, then; should you object 
to religion in the State?" We do believe 
that if a man has religion he should man
ifest it in his business ·transactions as well 
as in church; but if he has it not, we would 
not have him simulato it. So likewise we 
believe in religion among individuals ev
enywhere, for only individuals can be re" 
ligious. No . man. can . be religious for 
another, neither can one man:or·any num
ber of men make any m~n religious; . And 
therefore we are not in favor of upholding 
religion by the laws of the State. 

Perhaps it may be madea little plainer 
that religion in the. State, is Church and 
State united. We say that the possession 
of true religion marks one as a real. Qhtis
tian..,--a member of the Church of Christ. 
The association together of a body of peo
ple professing religion constitutes, out
wardly at least, a branch of the Church 'of 
Christ. And so, likewise, the profession 
of religion by the State .constitutes a State 
church. This is all the union of Ch~rch 
and State that has ever existed. And.when 
such a union shall •llave been effected, 
what will be the result? J :ust · thl.~ : . re
ligion . and . patriotism will· he identical., 
No matt,er how pure some of the principles 
upheld by the laws may be, they can have 

no vi~alizing, spiritual effect on .the hearts 
of the people, because they will sta~d· on 
the same level as the law defining who are 
eligible to office, and regulating the length 
of the presidential term. In short, the in
corporation of religion into the laws of the 
State, marks the decline of religion in the 
hearts of .the people. And this is what the 
Religious Amendment party is pledged to . 
bring about. 

Ought not all lovers of pureChristianity 
to enter a hearty and continued protest 
against such a proceeding? E. J. w. 

The Wisconsin Decision. 

THE Mail and Express of this city .l).as a 
good deal to say against the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court decision excluding the Bible 
from the public schools of that State, but 
it has not given any good reason why the 
Protestant version of the Scriptures should 
be read rather than the Catholic version, 
nor why the Christian Scriptures should 
have a place in schools supported by the 
State, to the exClusion of the sacred books 
of other religions. How would those who 
insist upon the reading of the Bible in the 
public schools enjoy living in a Mormon 
community, and have a Mormon school
board and ar Mormon teacher make the 
reading of the ''Book of Mormon" or the 
''Book of Doctrines and Covenants" a part 
of each day's programme of school work? 
They would have just the same right to do 
it that Protestants have to compel the chil
dren of Catholic parents to listen to the 
reading of the Bible as translated by au
thority of King James. 

But it will probably be said that the 
Protestant Scriptures ought to be read in 
the schools because they are the word of 

· God. But that is only to say that the State 
has the right, not only to decide what is 
the word of God, but to require everybody 
to acquiesce in that decision. The position 
is utterly untenable, in the light of the 
history of the past. The State, being com
posed of individuals of many and varied 
beliefs, must of necessity leave religion and 
religious teaching entirely alone. A Chris
tian majority has no more right to force 
the Bible upon the infidel minority thaD; 
an infidel majority would have to force the 
"Age of Reason" upon a Christian minor
ity. And we marvel that all Christians 
cannot see that in insisting upon the right 
of the State to give any kind of religious 
instruction whatever, they are placing 
themselves in a position where, were the 
majority to change, they would by· their 
own course be estopped from denying the 
right of infidels, Mormons, or Romanists, 
to teach their religion in the schools where 
they have the .necessary number of votes 
to sustain such a course. The man who 
concedes the right: of the State to .dicti),te 
to the individual in matters Qf religion, 
simply confesses that he is ready to sur" 
r.ender his conscientious convictions should 
the Government command him so to do. · 

C. P. BoLLMAN. 
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An Appeal to a Congressman. 

UNDER the above heading the Rev. H. 
B. Maurer, a Baptist pastor in this State, 
has written a pointed communication, from 
which we make the following extract:-

Respected Sir:-As a Baptist, I have 
additional reasons to those that I am a 
Republican and one of your constituents, 
for asking you to use your influence to 
prevent the passage of the Breckinridge 
bill, now pending at Washington. By arts, 
unworthy of religious men, that bill is 
made to appear non-religious, and there
fore constitutional; and before proving 
that it· is neither, pray let me remind you 
that from religious legislation we Baptists, 
as history shows, have in times past been 
the greatest sufferers; that the union of 
Church and State having proved a curse 
to Europe, our ancestors wisely formed a 
national Constitution on the principle of 
rendering to Cresar the things that are 
Cresar's, and to God the things that are 
God's. · 

As for the "civil Sabbath," there Cftn 
be no such thing. Sabbath observance is 
a duty we owe to God and not to man; 
it is a subjective matter entirely; while 
things civil have to do only with the State, 
and our relations man to man. In God's 
law it finds a place where the duties to
ward him are defined, and in no other 
relation can it be placed, while things 
which we call civil are in that part of the 
law where man's relations to man, society, 
and the State, are defined. The laws of 
our land rightly may have to do with 
stealing, adultery, murder, false witness, 
etc.,·as these are civil matters, but I deny, 
sir, that they can have anything to do with 
idolatry, blasphemy, or Sabbath observ
ance, as these are not civil matters, and 
have to do only with the relations between 
man and his Maker. 

As for the sanitary Sabbath, another 
piece of sophism to secure religious legisla
tion, I deny the right of the law of the 
land to define how much, or just when, a 
man shall rest. I deny that it should say 
I shall and must rest one day in seven be
cause it is good for me, as I would denyits 
right to say that I must bathe once a day, 
or once in every seven days; or that I 
should refrain from eating pork, or mixing 
pickles with my ice-cream, because thus 
to bathe or thus to refrain is good for me. 
I prefer. to receive such instruction from 
my physician a,nd not from Congress nor 
the American Sabbath Union. 

Sabbath observance can and must be 
secured through education and persuasion 
only, and not by coercion. The gospel 
persuades men to reverence sacred things 
from motives of love, and not to compel 
them by force; therefore to do bylaw what 
ought to be done by the gospel is anti
Christian. Let the church members and 
ministers refuse to patronize Sunday cars 
and Sunday newspapers if they believe 

that day sacred; let the former in their 
homes, and the latter from their pulpits, 
educate the people to reverence what they 
believe sacred, but let these ministers not 
be allowed to put upon Congress and the 
courts the work for which they are paid. 
Their position is practically saying, "We 
are a failure, we cannot do what we are 
commissioned to do; help us to earn our 
salaries." Such work belongs to the 
churches, and to them only, and it would 
be taking a long step backward if more 
laws were added to the iniquitous laws now 
found among our State statutes, which 
have never helped the Sabbath anywhere; 
for what Sabbath observance there is re
sults not from civil statutes but from re
ligious training. 

Now, sir, the question may arise why I, 
a resident of New York, should be so op
p,osed to a proposed law affecting the Dis
trict of Columbia only. Simply because 
I see in this, another scheme to secure 
more extende'd legislation. It is like the 
camel which got his nose first into the 
tent. Let this bill pass, and Congress wilr 
have established a precedent; and as surely 
as day follows night, a national bill will 
follow, and it will be the Blair bill, already 
awaiting its turn. 

Why Can They Not See It? 

W:E here present an extract from the 
speech of Mr. J. 0. Corliss, made at the 
late hearing before the Committee on Dis
trict of Columbia1 on the Breckinridge 
Sunday-bill. It contains good points:-

This bill, instead of having a civil char
acter, is a purely religious document, as 
you will notice by an examination of it. 
A civil bill can make provision for only 
civil matters; but this one enjoins the ob
servance of a day, the non-observance of 
which is no incivility to any one. Sunday 
observance originated in religious worship, 
and has ever been regarded as a purely re
ligious rite. Civil offenses are those which 
invade the rights of property or person; 
but if one labors on Sunday, he invades 
the rights of no human being. He robs no 
one of any property or of:a single personal 
right. His neighbor may observe the day 
if he chooses, just the same as if the other 
man were doing so. 

It is not the day o:n which the act is per
formed which makes it civil or uncivil. 
It is just as wrong to strike a man in the 
face on Monday, as to do it on Sunday. It 
is just as wrong to drink whisky on Mon
day, as to drink it on Sunday. If it were 
true that the day itself could constitute an 
act a civil offense, then it might be argued 
that labor . on Sunday is ·a civil offense. 
But just as soon as the position is assumed. 
that labor is a civil offense (no matter on 
what day it is performed), then ·labor is 
made a crime.:· Therefore; by the terms M 
this 'bill, honest labor becomes a crime, for 
it expressly forbids any one to perform 
honest labor. 

It may be said that labor becomes a 
crime by being performed on Sunday. But 
if labor is a crime when done on one day 
of the week, it is a crime on every day of 
the week, since it is not the day on which 
a deed is done that constitutes a crime, but 
the deed itself must be the crime (if crime 
it is) on whatever day it is performed. So 
then, if the courts of the country recog
nize the principle that labor done on one 
day is a crime, when on all other days of 
the week the same labor would be lawful, 
then they really legalize crime on every 
day of the week except that one. This 
shows the falsity of the claim that this 
bill is a civil one. 

But it may be said that it is the disturb
ance to others, by the performance of Sun
day labor, that constitutes it a crime. But 
why should Sunday labor disturb another 
any more than that which is done on any 
other day 0f the week? Manifestly, only 
because it is thought to be religiously 
wrong. In other words, such disturbance 
can only be of a mental character. For 
instance, when I go out into my garden 
and quietly work, or even go out on the 
street and work on Sunday, I have taken 
nothing- from any man. I do not deprive 
him of his right to keep the day. Then 
wherein is the disturbance? Certainly 
not in the deprivation of rights. It must 
then only be a mental disturbance. Upon 
this point, allow me to cite the d.ecision of 
Judge Walton, of Lewiston, Maine, in a 
case where a man was prosecuted for 
drawing cordwood through the streets on 
Sunday. In his charge to the jury the 
Judge said that his hnpression was that 
the complaint could not be maintained, for 
the defendant had quietly and in an unob
trusive manner hauled his wood, without 
coming into the immediate neighborhood 
of a meeting. The prosecuting attorney 
suggested that it might have been where 
people were returning home from church. 
But the Judge decided that that would be 
but a mental operation, a matter of the 
mind, of conscience, because they thought 
it wrong, that it did not look right. "For 
my part," he says, "I do not see why any 
one driving quietly along with his load on 
one day of the week should cause any 
more disturbance than on any other day 
ef the week. It only disturbs people be
cause they think it wrong." And this is 
the basis of all Sunday legislation: People 
think Sunday work to be wrong, and are 
therefore disturbed because some one else 
does not believe just the same as they do 
in the matter. 

But if mental disturbance constitutes a 
civil offense, then the preaching of opinions 
diverse from those of the majority of peo
ple is also a civil offense, and is indictable 
in the courts of the country; for, as you 
have seen to-day by the personalities in
d u1ged in, there are men who are mote or 
less disturbed by such work. It is thus 
easy to see that such reasoning would 
quickly deprive the minority of all. their 
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religious rights. .Let such a bill as this 
pass, and it would be but another step to 
make all ment.al disturbance. on Sunday a · 
crime. Then woe betide the man who 
dared publicly to proclaim any religious 
views on that day not in harmony with his 
neighbor l There is danger in taking the 
first step in religious legislation. It is 
every one's privilege to keep the Sabbath, 
-not as a civil duty, but as a religious 
duty. That is, however, a matter belong-
ing. wholly to individuals as a right of 
conscience, with which tlie courts have 
nothing. to do, except to protect each one 
from . disturbance in his devotions. But 
this bill is not necessary for that purpose, 
for every State and Territory in this Union 
has already a law providing that religious 
meetings; held on any day of the week, 
sha:.U be protected from disturbance. 
. I wish here to reiterate the statement, 

that; Sunday was set apart only for a re
lig:ious reason; and I will submit, on this 
point, an extract from the argument of 
Rufus King, made before. the Superior 
Court of Cincinnati, in the well known 
case whiohwas :tried to decide the question 
as to whether or not the Bible should be 
taught in the public schools of that city. 
Mr.King' was attempting to show, in sup
port of having the Bible taught as part of 
the public education, that it was the prov
ince of the State to enforce religion. And 
to p:rovE) his position true he cited the Sun
day law bf that State, saying:-

The proviso of the Sunday law e:Xempts those only 
who Qonscientiously observe the seventh day of the 
week as the Sabbath. Why are they exempted? 
'Vhy, but because they religiously observe another 
Sabl;>ath.? Why, then, O.oes the law of Ohio enforce 
the observance of Sunday ?-Manifestly because it 
is religious. 

Then he says, upon the same point: 
"The same law makes it a penal offense 
to profanely swear by the name of God, 
Jesns Christ, or the Holy Ghost." This 
last statement of his is to show that the 
Sunday law of Ohio is wholly religious. 

In this connection let me say, gentle
men, that the District of· Columbia has 
just the same kind of Sunday law as that 
of Ohio. This law of the ·District of Co
lumbia was in· force when this book was 
issued which I hold in roy hand, which 

· was April I, 1868; and I am told that this 
law (whiCh I will read) was re-enacted in 
18'1'4. I quote from the law. Section 1 
provides that- . 

If any person shall deny the Trinity, he shall, for 
thedirst offense, be bored through the tongue, and 
fined twenty pounds, . . . and for the second of
fense, the offender· being thereof convict as afore
said, shal~ be stigmatized by burning on the fore
he;td with the letter B; and fined forty pounds, . . . 
and for the third offense, the offender being thereof 
convict .a$ aforesaid, shall suffer d,eath, without the 
benefit of the clergy. 

: Section 10 of the same law has this:-
No person whatever shall do any bodily labor on 

th(l Lord's day, c01;nmonly called Sunday, . . . and 
that every person transgressing this act, and being 
thereof con'Vict ·by the evidence of . one sufficient 
witness, or confession of the party, before a civil 
magistrate; shall forfeit two hundred pounds of to
bacco. 

Now, gentlemen, that. law has never 
be<iln repealed. . 

Mr. GROUT: Don't you think it ought 
to be .repealed ? 

Mr. CoRLISS: I think all Sunday laws 
are u:nconstitutional, and should not exist. 
But I was about to say that this law does 
still exist; and by reference to the statutes 
of the District of Columbia it will be seen 
that the police of the city of Washington 
are obliged to enforce that law. I read:-

; It shall be the duty of the Board of Police, at all 
tJ1!1es o~ the .da:y or night, withill the boundary of 
said Police> District, to see that all laws relative to 
the observ.ance of Sunday are promptly enforced. 

Now, why has not this law been en
forced? Certainly not because there is no 
such law, but because it is part of a stat
ute savoring so ;strongly of the Dark Ages 
as to make every one ashamed of it. But 
it is this kind of company in which Sun
day laws·were originally found; and that 
Js where they belong, for they are but a 
relic of the old system of Church and 
State. Indeed, this law now in force in 
the District is as near to representing a 
Church and State power as it could well 
be. 

Again: if this bill contemplates only a 
civil law, what right has it to exempt from . 
its penalty a person, simply because he may 
hold a certain religious faith? According 
to the provisions of this bill, a man who 
has a certain religious faith may do what 
another man without such a religious 
faith cannot do. This shows that it is re
ligious, and not civil. It matters not what 
a man's religious faith is, it cannot exempt 
him from the penalties provided by law 
against civil offenses, for the reason that a 
man's religious faith cannot determine his 
innocence in such a case. It is just as 
wrong for a professed Christian to be found 
fighting in the street as for an avowed in
fidel; and it is no greater offense for an 
infidel to be thus engaged than for a Chris
tian. These things are recognized by the 
courts. 

Take, for example, the law against po
lygamy. It does not exempt a man who 
happens to have a peculiar religious faith 

·in relation thereto. Not by any means. 
o.ne who believes it right, religiously, to 
vwlate that law, finds no favor because of 
his religious belief. Why is this ?-Simply 
because the law against polygamy is held 
to be purely a civil law. In fact, a civil 
law can do nothing else than to hold every 
offender guilty, whoever he :may be, or 
whatever may be his religious faith. Any 
exemption in a law in favor of a certain 
religious belief immediately stamps the 
law as religious .. But according to this 
bill, a law may be enacted which will rec
ognize one man as a criminal because he 
lacks certain elements in his religious be
lief, while another man having these ele
ments _may be considered a good citizen, 
even .though he has done the very same act . 
by which the other man was adjudged 
guilty; and the framers of this bill must · 
be marvelo~tsly du,ll of comprehension not 
to be able to see it. 

Opposition Leagues. 

WE mentioned a week or two ago, the 
?Ian a~opted by the Sunday-law managers 
m Chwago, of organizing a Sunday-rest 
League in each ward which is to 'work for 
Sunday laws and their enforcement; and 
for the election of candidates pledged to 
their enactment and enforcement. But 
t~is matter does ~ot stop there; the other 
side of the questiOn have also taken up 
the work of organizing leagues in oppo
sition to this. This is called the Personal 
Rights League; and it numbers alreadyin 
Chicago 25,000 voters. One of the pur-. 
poses of this league, is directly to antago
nize the other. 

We do not take sides with this league 
as such, no more than with the other· but . . ' 1t IS worth while for professed Chris-
tians who form the Sunday-rest Leagues, · 
to run ward politics, seriously to consider 
that matter and count' the cost. Are they 
ready to carry that contest clear through 
when they enter ward politics? Enter
ing up~:q. it as Christians are they going 
to contmue to be Christians, and to do in 
all things according to real Christian eth
ics ? If so, how do they t:Jxpect success
fully to meet the political opposition which 
is boui::td by no such considerations ? If 
~hey expect to conduct their ward politics 
mall respects upon sound Christian prin
ciples, and be successful,-they might just 
as well stop before they begin. And if 
they are not going to do this, they had 
better stop before they begin. In truth 
the latter will be their only alternative. 
They will have to meet political methods 
in a political way, and with like methods 
all the time if they are going to win. , 

Therefore they had better stop before 
they begin, because religious politics is 
ever so much worse than civil politics; 
and corrupt religious politics is infinitely 
worse than c?rrupt dvil politics. • Every 
league that 1s formed by those political
r~l~gious bodies, will be met by an oppo
sitiOn league, and then the question of 
winning is simply a question of which 
shall be most successful in political 
scheming. Professed Christians ought to 
learn that it is not through politics that 
Christianity makes its true influence felt 
nor is it by political campaigns that it 
wins its victories. A. T. J. 

--------·-~------
"SENATOR BLAIR," says the New York 

World, ''writes to a city newspaper that 
the failure of his Educational bill was due 
in gr~a:t measure to the neglect of the met
ropohban press to report his speeches 
W_hat. does he mean ? . The newspapers of 
th1s City have no yote in the Senate. The 
~en who heard hiS speeches voted against 
his measure." 

. WE believe the Church is str,onger. on 
Its own foundation than when it leans on 
something. else. Whenever the Church 
reaches out to ~h~ State for help it places 
God below t~e ciyil <;lovernment, or at least 
on an equahtyw1th1t,-Oolorddo Graphic. 
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DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in the ~eligion taught by Jesus Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

<curse to _society. 
we-believe in supporting the civil government, and submit

ting to' its authority. 
We- deny the right of any civiL government to legislate on 

-religious questions. 
We -believe it Is the right, and should be the privilege, of 

'eVery man to worship liCCOrding to-the dictates of his own con-
science. · 

We also believe it to be our -duty to use every lawful and 
lronorable means to prevent religions legislation by the civil 

- :government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in· 
'<><timable blessings of both religious and civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 

43 BoNn STREET, ·NEw YoRK CITY; 

'225 A ST., N. E. WASHINGTON; 28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO. 

0. ELDREDGE, -

W. H. 1\icKEE, 
- President. 

- - - - Secretary. 

Doing Good Work. 

THE International Tract Society, as
age~t for the distribution of the literature 
of the National Religious Liberty Asso
ciation in the territory covered by the 
Society, is doing a great work. The 
president writ~s: "There is no limit to 
what the Society might accomplish; the 
only hindrance being the lack of money 
necessary to pay for the literature that 
we .find so many excellent openings for." 
He has appealed to his Society, to in
crease its membership, and donate means 
for this purpose. 

A secretary has been appointed to have 
especial charge of this department. The 
different offices report thousands of pages 
of matter sent out weekly. 

The publications issued by the National 
Religious Liberty Association, are such 
as all patriotic, thinking citizens should 
read and ponder. 

Petitions and Leaflets. 

BLANK petition's against religious legis
lation are now published in two sizes. 
The smaller size, is intended more espe
cially for the use of lecturers, and is ruled 
for four. signatures. 

The larger blank is prepared in the 
English, French, Swedish, German, and 
Dutch language. 

The leaflet intended. to be used in the 
solicitation of signatures, is entitled, "My 
reasons for signing the petition against 
religious legislation," and contains six
teen cogent reasons for so doing, expressed 
in plain arid simple language. 'rhis is 
furriished free to workers. All should 
have it, and so use it, that every signer 
can h&ve ,no possible· excuse for not 
knowing fully what he is signing, and 
why he signs. It should not be for
gotten,· for a moment, that the object of 
this canvass, is . not so much to gather 
the largest number of signatures possible 
as to bring to the minds of the people, a 
knowledge of the course of religious legis-

lation which is being attempted,· and 
arouse them to a study of the principles 
involved. Those truths which are at the 
foundation of Christianity pure and un
defiled, are at stake in this questio;n. 
They who canvass intelligently for sig
natures to these petitions, are teaching 
the alphabet of true religion. It is only 
by the acquirement of this alphabet, that 
it becomes possible to read the :word of 
God understandingly, in its application 
to the events of this age, and comprehend 
the philosophy of history, in its true re
lation to the. gospel. The one who rises 
to the opportunity which the Religious 
Liberty Association offers, of preaching 
the word of tr:uth, in a language which 
all men musi understand, and making a 
practical application of its principles to 
the rules of the civil policy, which are to 
govern their daily life and actions, will 
be he who realizes most fully, that "the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; " and, being well grounded 
in that, " then shalt thou understand 
righteousness and judgment and equity, 
yea, every good path." w .H. M. 

"Is This a Christian Nation 1" 

IN a Sunday lecture* delivered in Phila
delphia, March 2, Rabbi Joseph Krauskopf 
gives a forcible and logical reply to the 
question, "Is this a Christian Nation ? " 
He cites the rapid increase of a heterogene
ous population as varied in religious be
lief or unbelief, as in nationality,-the 
millions of those who do not believe in 
Christianity at all, unbelievers, Agnostics, 
ethical culturists, free religionists, Jews, 
Mohammedans, Confucianists, Buddhists, 
etc.,-and shows that their presence pre
cludes the possibility of this being either 
technically or theoretically a Christian 
Nation, in the National Reform sense of 
the expression. 

In opening his discourse the Ralbi 
speaks as follows: "In view of the stren
uous efforts now being made by some re
ligious organizations, to secure the pas
sage by Congress, of the three religious 
measures now 'before it-the Blair Sun
day bill, the Breckinridge Sunday bill 
for the District of Columbia, and the 
Blair Educational amendment, which 

. provides for the teaching .of the prin
ciples of Christianity in the public ·schools 
-the National Religious Liberty Associa
tion, an organization effected to oppose 
all religious legislation by the civil Gov
ernment, is exerting its utmost to effect 
the defeat of these bills. To attain this 
end, it enlists the support of every liberal 
preacher, and speaker, and editor. It is 
represented at Washington by men whose 
duty it is to oppose the three religious 
measures now before Congress. It gath
ers signatures in nearly ~every State and 

* Our Pulpit Sunday March 2, 1890, published by Oscar 
Klonower, 647, No,th Seventh St., Philadelphia· Single copies, 
6 cents. 

Territory in the Union, to a petition to 
tb.e Senate and to the House of Represent
atives 'Not to pass any bill in regard 
to the observance of the Sabbath or 
Lord's day, or any other religious or 
ecclesiastical institution of right,' etc. 
By means of such systematic and ener
getic opposition, the friends of liberty of 
conscience were enabled to defeat, last 
year, what was commonly known as the 
Blair Sunday-rest bill, and the Blair 
amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States respecting establishments 
of religion and free schools, which were, 
excepting a few slight modifications, the 
same bills that Senator Blair has again 
introduced this year. 

''Not content with last year's defeat the 
Senator from New Hampshire is again 
exerting his utmost, with the aid of hun
dreds of preachers, and millions of sig
natures, to foist a Puritanic Sabbath upon 
the people of the United States, a Sunday 
law that shall make labor, amusement, the 
collection and transmission of mail, rail
way traffc on the 'Lord's day' punishable 
as crime, and an amendment to the con
stitution of the United States, which shall 
make the teaching of the ' fundamental 
and non-sectarian principles of Chris
tianity' obligatory in every free public 
school. To enable the friends of Con
science to achieve another victory, and 
again to protect the Constitution of the 
United States from dangerous tamperings, 
aid is solicited." "I believe that 
it is high Mme that every American 
should understand fully, that here in our 
.country, Church and State are totally 
separated, that this separation is inerad
ically engraven upon our Constitution, is 
interwoven with every fibre of every 
American freeman, and that, ~ho!3ver at
tempts to form, by means of legislation, a 
link between them, aims at extinguishing 
the brightest star in the diadem of our 
glory, he is a traitor to his country, an 
enemy to his fellow citizens, a violater of 
the most sacred and the most cherished 
of all our possessions." 

He arraigns the Blair measures before 
Congress and says: "We know the sub
terfuge to which the Honorable Mr. Blair 
has resorted, this year. Last year's bill. 
demanded the teaching of the ' principles 
of the Christian religion' in the public 
schools. I:ri this year's bill, he has some
what altered the phraseology: he de
mands the teaching ' of the .fundamental 
and non-sectarian prin9iples of Christian
ity.' The alteration is an ingenious blind, 
b-q.t as illogical as ingenious. ' Funda
mental non-sectarian principles of Chris
tianity,' are contradictory terms. The 

1fundamental principles of Christianity, 
must necessaTily involve the divinity of 
Christ, and this involves a mass of spe
cifically ·Christian beliefs and doctrines." 

The address closes with this paragraph: 
'' I am glad that ·a National Religious 
Liberty .Association has been organized, 
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and that .it is preparing for an 

active • opposition. Let us give 

thei!'l whatever aid we can. ·Let 

us gath~r all the. signatures we 

can for. their• petition to Con

gress. . Let us show that we can 

oppose the Church and yet be 

friends.of educ.ation and religion. 

Let us s.how that we can be loyal 

to the Constitution, without being 

hostile~ to the Bible; that we can 

separate the two, without mak

ing either .the one or the other 

the loser by the severance. Let 

.ils insist upon: our religious lib

el,'tie~:~. Let ·us insist that eccle

siasti~l property shall not be ex

ell1pt from just taxation; that 

ALL TIME! T~ INTERNATIONAL! 
JHE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW TYPEWRITER 

COOD FOR 

. •chaf)ll:iiins shall not· be employed 

by the'Government; that neither 

•the President of the United States, 

-nor the1Gove~nors of the various 

·States $hall appoint religious fes

tivals.' ·or fasts; that Puritanic 

THIS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHTS OF 
AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY

REST BILL, WHIOH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 
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Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
And l\k. ·Jones' comments make it more so. His argmnent is enlarged to what it would 

have been without Senator Blair's interrnpUons, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom. 
panied with answers.to all of his objections and connter-argnments. As the Sunday question is 
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers, 
judges, and other public men. The argument is based on Scripture and histo~y, constitution and 
law, showing the hmits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis Of 
the Stmday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
AND THE · 

Sunday.-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

The Methods Use'd in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, 
· and theW orkings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 

for the United States . 

The Work Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c. 
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· Sabbath. laws~ shall be repealed; 

.that th~ Bible shall be excluded 

from ;t}1e. public schools; that no 

exclusi;ve privilege ·shall be con

ceded;: in any department of the 

Natio;na,l or State Governme.nt 

to ChXistianity . or any other 

special' religion; that this is riot 

a · Christian Government, nor: a 
Government of any other denoll1i- Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forciblem 
nation, but a·' Government of all THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST 
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STATE SECRETARY E. T. Rus
SELL,· of Ohio, writes that he has 

met w:ith a most favorable re-

. ceptio~ in his lecturing, through

ot~t the State; ~e finds villages 

and tnedium-sized towns to be 

the niost 10ati~factory fields of 

labor. It is his custom to give 

three lectures in' a place, and, he 

frequehtly ftnds those who assist 

him materially in the · circula

tion of the petition, and in other 

ways. 
--o-

T:a;]l}editor;of a prominent paper 

"in a westevn city writes: "Hav

ing read, in this week's issue of 

the J\.J¥IERICAN SENTINEL, the Dec

laration of Principles and objects 

of your Association, I am in hearty 

sympathy with them. • • • The 

advocates of the different forms 

of religious legislation are many, 

and pr~mpt and effective work 

should be done to educate as to 

the true scope of civil govern

ment, and the duty and the right 

of the individual to worship ac~ 
cording to the dictates of his con~ 
science. . I wish your Association 

Godspeed in its worthy work." 

CHAP. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now 
pending in Con~ress. 

C~in~te~n~~,ote to the "Sunday-Law lliovement ln the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the 
Chap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced. 

These chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States 
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THE day following the defeat of his 
Educational· bill, Senator Blair moved a 
reconsideration. His motion was promptly 
tabled. The next day Mr. Blair re-intro
duced the bill, and it is again on the 
calendar as a portentious piece of un
finished business for next year. 

IN a recent article in the Christian Na
tion, Rev. J. M. Foster gives a new version 
of the fable of the goose which laid the 
golden egg. He says: "To take the Sab
bath for popular temperance meetings is 
killing the hen which lays the golden egg, 
as the foolish woman did in the fable 
story." We presume that he must have 
read the "fable story" of this remarkable 
hen and of the foolish woman, in the same 
book out of which Dr. Stacy obtained his 
information regarding the ''bounding kan
garoo," which he described as "springing 
from his lair" and drawing the life-blood 
from his victim. 

THE statement is made in the Pearl of 
Days of March 21, that a man has just 
been fined twenty dollars in Washington 
City for violation of the Sunday law. 
How does this correspond with the state
ment so confidently made only a few 
weeks since by the friends of the Breckin
ridge Sunday bill that the District of Co
lumbia had no Sunday law? As was 
plainly shown in the SENTINEL recently, 
the District has a very rigid Sunday law, 
and the purpose of the Breckinridge bill is 
not to s_upply such a law where none now 
exists but to get Congress to take the first 
step in religious legislation. 

A CoNFERENCE is called to meet in Day
ton, Ohio, May 21, 22. The call is to those 
''who sincerely desire a real and visible 
union of all true followers of Christ;" and 
the object is to express "the growing con
viction that the existing divisions into 
se0ts 'Ctnd denominations is contrary to the 
spirit and letter of the Gospel, the primi
tive order of the Church, and the prayer of 
Christ himself, and is a great hindrance to 
the world's conversion." The union here 
desired can never be effected by conven
tions, conferences, or comparisons of er
rors. It can be a,ccomplished only by the 
genuine influence of the Spirit· of Christ 
calling together those that are his. And 
when it is done the world will not be con-

vert~d. "The .world's. convj:lrsion H is a the Mond~y paper' which [it is supposed] 
will-o'-the-wil3p that de,ludes most ·of the collides with the decalogue?" And the 
churches arid distracts them from the real • Galveston News responds:· '"Just as soon 
sober work of God, to the mechanism of· -as they discover that it is the Monday 
conventions, legislative enactments, and paper which causes people to stay at 
constitutional amendments. This· world home and read all day instead of going to 
will never be converted. Church." This answer is undoubtedly 

A GENTLEMAN wishes space in this paper 
to prove that Jehovah, the God -of the 
Jews, is not the same Being whom Jesus 
worshiped. We know that such a prop
osition cannot be maintained from the 
Scriptures; and as we recognize no other 
authority on such questions we cannot 
consent that our columns shall be used in 
any such way. The Bible, by which we 
mean the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, reveals but one God, the Crea
tor of the heavens and the earth, the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, and 
"the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." To attempt to make it teach any
thing else would be worse than useless. 

SENATOR BLAIR feels considerably put 
out about the failure of his Educational 
bill. He blames the Republican party for 
its defeat, and therefore serves the follow
ing notice :-

1 place it on record that there is an end of its 
political supremacy in this country, and there 
ought to be. I owe no allegiance to a party that 
lies in its platform to a Nation, and which chooses 
to go now and henceforth to its doom as a falsifier. 

We do not know whether the Repub
lican party is thus responsible or not; but 
accepting it as true, the defeat of that bill 
was one of the most meritorious acts that 
a party ever performed. It is to the 
honor of every senator who voted against 
it that he did so vote; and it may be 
spoken to his honor by his children and 
his children's children. 

SECRETARY CRAFTS, of the American 
Sabbath Union, so-called, is about to start 
upon another transcontinental lecture tour 
in the interests of compulsory Sunday ob
servance. The dates are not positively 
fixed, but are proposed as follows:-

April 6, Annapolis or Frederick, Md.; April 7, 
Hagerstown or Cumberland, Md. ; April 8, Parkers
burgh, W. Va.; April 9, Portsmouth, or sorp.e other 
city in southern Ohio; April10, Evansville, or some 
other town in southern Indiana; April11, Cairo, or 
some city in southern Illinois; April13-i 6, Arkansas, 
(Little Rock, Fort Smith, etc.); April17,Vinita, Ind. 
Ter.; April 18, Carthage, Mo., or Parsons, Kan.; 
April 20, 21, two of the foll,owing Kansas cities
Lawrence, Leavenworth, Atchison, Topeka, Empo
ria· April 22, Salina, Kan.; April 23, Newton or 
Wi~field, or Arkansas City or Anthony, all in Kan. ; 
April 24, H~t?hinson or Great Bend, both in ~an. ; 
April25, Trrmdad or L~ Junta, both Col.; Aprrl2~, 
Los Vegas, N. M.; Apnl28, Santa Fe, N. M.; April 
29 Albuqurque, N. M. ; Los Angeles, Cal. The re
tu~n from California will be in June, through Ne
vada Utah, Colorado, Nebraska, Iowa, the two Da
kota~, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Mich
igan, and northern Ohio. 

We will as soon as possible publish the 
definite· appointments. 

THE Houston Post asks: ''When will 
these good Sabbatarians learn that in 
attacking the Sunday paper they are 
barking up the wrong tree; that it· is 

the truth, for it has more than once been 
publicly stated in Sunday-law meetings 
and conventions that the greatest evil of 
the Sunday paper is not the work which 
it causes to be done upon that day, but 
the fact that it keeps people away from 
church and destroys their interest in spir
itual things. This may be true, but it 
does not follow that the State ought to · 
abolish the Sunday paper any more than 
it should abolish infidel papers and pro
hibit all men from speaking against the 
religion of the majority. 

WE have received from the author, Mr. 
Francis Hope, London, England, a copy · 
of "Bible Principles and the Union of 
Church and State." The book contains 
one hundred and thirty pages, bound in 
flexible covers, is very neat and attractive 
in appearance and sells for one shilling 
(twenty-five cents). It is devoted to a dis
cussion of the relation which should exist 
between Church and State, and is an ex
cellent book. The work contains eight 
chapters, as follows:-

Introduction, The Religion of Jesus, The Powe1-s 
that Be, The Theocracy of Israel, The State in 
Particular, A Practical Test, A Brief Notice of The 
History of the Union Theory, and The Union in 
England. 

We trust the book will have a large 
sale, for it ought to be read by everybody. 

THE latest number of the Sentinel Li
brary which has reached our table is 
''Arguments on the Breckinridge Sunday 
bill. The Object and Price of Exemption 
Clauses." This number which is just out 
is one of the most valuable yet issued, and 
should have a prompt and extensive cir
culD.tion. It gives the arguments pre
sented to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia against the Breckinridge Sun
day-rest bill at the hearing had February 
18. It should be read by everybody. 
Price, ten cents. The usual discount given 
to the trade and for large orders. It will 
be sent to any address, post-paid, upon 
receipt of price. Orders may be ad
dressed to Pacific Press, Oakland, Califor
nia, or to the same house at 43 Bond 
Street, New York. 
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THE Pwrl of Days demands the closing 
of' Castle Garden upon Sunday, and gives 
seven reasons why, in the opinion of tho 
Ame:dcan Sabbath Union, the landing of 
iw:m;i.gr~nt$ should be suspep.ded upon that 
day. . The reasons. are of course "civil," as 

. are all the considerations urged by the 
Union and its friends in behalf of Sunday 
laws. But notwithstanding the "civil" 
gloss with which they seek to cover their 
demands for governmental recognition of 
Sund:iy sacredness, the covering is not 
thick enough -to conceal the fact that the 
real ·ground of their demand is that the 
1an

1
ding of ~mmigrants involves ''secular 

work" upon a religious day. It would 
seeni. to the ordinary mind that it would 
be a work of mercy if not of necessity to 
release ·froni.the crowded steerage the wo
J1len ;;tp.d ch~ldren who have been cooped 
up there for a week or more. But these 
self-coll.stitU,tf:1d ce,nsors of the Government 
and of everybody•else, say, No. 

----·-~--
THE National Reform Association is 

making a strong effort now to get Con
gress to commit itself by legislation to the 
sacredness of Sunday, ·by embodying in 
the World's Fair bill a provision that will 
not allow the fair to be open on that day. 
The· Secretary of the Association has in
terviewed s()1Ue members of the committee, 
and other niembets of the .House upon the 
question, but he gets little satisfaction, 
and it is to be hoped that whatever efforts 
they make in this direction may meet 
with:much less satisfactory returns, Sun
day'is the very day when thousandt~, upon 
thousands could visit the fttir who €Jpulq 
not ·visit it oh other days·; b-g~ th:~t pqn, 
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sideration is of little consequence com
pared to the immense eonsequences that 
would follow to the Nation if Congress is 
once committed to the guardianship of 
the sacredness of Sunday. That step once 
taken would be made the precedent for 
crowding upon the Government further 
recognition in the same way, and intro-· 
ducing other religious observances and 
practices to be enforced by the national 
power. We hope Congress will show even 
less favor to this than has been shown to 
any of the Sunday measures that have yet 
been brought to its attention. 

Absolutism Against Government of the 
People. 

THE views of government held by Senator 
Blair, and expressed in the measures origi
nated by him in the United States Senate, 
are directly antagonistic to the American 
theory. And that his measures should re
ceive the support that they have received 
in Congress, and in conventions of organ
izations, shows that there is a willingness 
to depart widely from that. theory of gov
ernment which has made this the best 
Government on the earth, and ·which is 
the theory of government which alone is 
true. The theory of . the Government of 
the United States is self-government. The 
theory of the Blair legislation is absolutism. 
In the Government of the United States 
the people are expected to govern them
selves; in the Blair legislation it is assumed 
that the people are incapable of governing 

. themselves, and. must therefore be gov
erned. 

Lincoln's immortal declaration expresses 
the American idea of government, "A Gov
ernment of the people, by the people, and 
for the people." That is, the people com
pose the Government. It is a Government 
in which tlie people act. In this Govern
ment the peo.ple govern themselves.. They 
do this by their own. authority, by their 
own will, by their own power of goverii
ment exerted upon themselves by them
selves ; and they do it for themselves, 
for t}le~r own g;ood, In ot}le:r; wwds! each 
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one of the people is expected to govern 
himself by his own self-imposed power of 
restraint, and he does it for himself, for 
his own best interests. Such a Govern
ment is bound to be the best. So long as 
a majority of the people shall strictly con
form to this idea, so long this Government 
will be the best. If any of these individ
uals casts aside or loses his power of gov
erning himself by himself, then, for the 
public good, he must be governed. If an 
individual cannot be governed by himself, 
he must be governed from without him
self; and in such a case only is it expected 
or provided that governmental authority 
shall be exerted. Tllere is no place for it 
otherwise. If it should ever be that a ma
jority of the people should cast aside or 
lose their power of governing themselves 
by themselves, then a form of government 
would, in the nature of things, shape itself 
by which these would be governed by a 
mere assertion· of governmental authority. 
But such a Government would be a des
potism modified, or absolute, according to 
circumstances. Such a form of Govern
ment would be directly opposite to that of 
the Government of the United States; and 
such Government never will rightly obtain 
here until the majority of the people lose 
the power to govern themselves by them
selves, and for themselves. And whenever 
people with ideas of absolutism, whether 
in the United States Senate orin organiza
tions of whatever name, undertake to put 
into laws their absolutist views to be as
serted upon the people, then it is for the 
people patriotically to assert the just ideas 
of government, and everlastingly relegate 
such absolutist propositions to the "para
dise of fools," where they certainly be~ 
long. 

Our whole machinery of government is 
framed upon this idea, from the precinct 
or town, through the county and the State, 
to the national Government. Now from 
the precinct to theN ation, the idea of each 
successive form of authority is that it 
should only be exerted where no other 
could avail. Beginning with the individ
ual: if every- individual would. rstrictly 
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govern himself by himself, there would be 
no need to assert the authority even of the 
precinct to govern. But all men do not do 
that; and therefore what the individual 
does riot or cannot do, which can be done 
by the authority of the precinct, is done 
by it. If it can not be done by the precinct 
authority, it is done by the county govern
merit. .And when things arise that cannot 
be settled by county authority, the State 
authority is asserted, and must be. .And 
when anything arises that cannot be set
tled by the State Government, then the 
authority of the national Government is 
employed. Thus the forms of the national 
Government are employed only about 
those things which cannot be performed 
by any other. The forms of the State 
Government are employed only with those 
things which cannot b(;) performed by any 
other within the bounds of the State; the 
forms of the county only with those things 
which cannot be performed by any other; 
within the limits of the county, and the 
forms of the precinct or the town only 
with those things which cannot be per
formed by any other means within its 
limits. .All things which can be 'done by 
the individual is left for him to do; 
and it is only when the individual fails, 
that any power or authority beyond him 
can act or is expected to act. This is the 
.American theory of government. The 
power and the form of government spring
ing from the individual, the Government 
thus deriving its just powers "from con
sent of the governed." 

Now the theory of the Blair legislation 
is directly the opposite of this-that the 
national Government is all-pervading, all
absorbing, and absolute; sweeping away 
all subordinate forms of government; de
stroying individuality, and absorbing even 
the individual himself. 

Senator Hale, in his speeeh against the 
Blair Educational bill, March 7, 1890, has 
so well described the Blair idea of govern
ment and the purpose which is proposed 
in the Blair Educational amendment, that 
,we allow him to state it in his own words. 
We quote from the record:--:-

.Now, Mr. President, upon the general proposition 
that the common schools are better left to the States 
and· to the localities, the Senator from New Hamp
shire and I ar!l at odds; and his view, not only as to 
what the Constitution carries, hiJt as to what is wise 
and pr~¥Jticable for the general Government to do, 
in many things that come nigh to the every-day life 
of the people, is not my view. 

The Senator is well able to make his views clearly 
seen and known ; and I read now an extract from 
.the speech which he made here when he launched 
his bill in 1882, as showing the conception that he 
then had of the wide extent to which the general 
Government should interfere in the work of estab
lishing common schools. What the Senator said 
further shows his understanding of the reach of the 
general pow!lrs of the Federal Govern+Uent under 
our fundamental law. 

Here is what the Senator said:-

The Nation is & whole, As such it must act; as such it is to 
be saved or lost. Jn this battle for its life the whole line must 
be main tinned .o! advanced. Reinfol"\'ements must be sent to 
the weakest p!lrts. Because they are the weakest is the reason 

that help is wanted. If they were strong no reinforcements 
would be needed. Nor does it change the duty an'd necessity, 
even if there be forces, unless they fight. They must still be 
aroused to duty, for the work must be done. The ev'ii is,the 
same whether the battle be los~ for one cause or for anotlier; 
but in this struggle I believe there is as great danger to the 
future of the country from the northern cities as from the 
southern States. 

Mr. President, we may look far and wide, and 
search long and deep, before we will find in the 
record of any debate that has taken place in Con
gress for a hundred years, a clearer and stronger 
and , more sweeping · statement of the doctrine of 
those who believe that in the g<>neral Government 
lies the power to do all things; and that whenever 
and wherever a trouble arises, or a wrong is found, 
or a grievance appears, or an unsatisfactory con
dition exists, then it is not only within the Constitu
tion, but both wise and practicable, for the general 
Government to assume control and to find the 
remedy. 

It is a remarkable and eloquent statement which 
the Senator from New Hampshire made, and covers 
all the ground. Senators will perceive that he is 
not here advocating the somewhat ocoult but ,un 
doubted power which lies in our Government, as it 
must lie in any well-ordered government, the power 
of "self-preservation," the power which exists ex 
necessitate rei. He has talked a great deal about 
this in the debate which has arisen here during this 
session, and he has wisely left his larger view, which 
he maintained in 1882, in the background; but his 
bill is the sanie, his purpose is the same, and if the 
measure shall ever be enacted into law it carries 
with it all the vast, stately, majestic programme 
which he has marked out as the field for the work 
of the general Government. He has struck out in 
one "fell swoop" all the various functions which 
the States and the municipalities have hitherto ex
ercised upon the subjects which cover the every-day 
life of the people. He says:-

The Nation is a whole. As such it must act; as such it is to 
be savell or lost. In this battle for its life the whole line must 
be maintained and advanced. Reinforcements must be sent to 
the weakest part.s: Because they are the weakest is the reason 
that help is needed. If they were strong no reinforcements 
would be needed. 

But the Senator goes further. If he finds State 
and local apathy upon its domestic concerns, he 
would have the general Government become the 
agitator and stimulator of life and exertion, and 
would have all these, which I believe should come 
from the lo-calities, furnished from the central 
power. He says:-

Nor does it change the duty and necessity, even if there be 
forces, unless they fight. They must still be aroused to duty, 
for the work must be done. 

Moreover, Mr. President, as applied to this sub
ject of education, the advocates of the bill, as rep-~ 
resented by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
show that their purposes and intent were for the 
general Government to assume the sustenance and 
supply for the common"school system, bo~h North, 
and South. Upon this all-embracing plan, which 
filled the mind a,nd aroused the imagination of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, he goes on to say:-

The evil is the same, whether the battle be lost fm· one cause 
or for another; but in this struggle I believe there is as great 
danger to the futuro of the country from the northern cities as 
from the southern States, · 

Mr. Blair rose. 

Mr. Hale : I wish the Senator would wait. I 
shall be through in a few minutes . 

Mr. Blair : If the Senator is undertaking to 
state somewhat of my position, he does not state 'it 
fully. 

Mr. Hale:· I read from the Record. 
Mr. Blair: But the Senator does 'not ·read air 

that there is in the Record. 
"Mr. Hale: No; I have not the time; and I am 

too old a man. (L~ughter.) . · 

Mr. Blair : If. the Se:fiator would' read all the 
Record, he would know more about this • bill, an!f he 
would know more ll~Q9U.1i wh~t l h~v~ ~ateil in reia
tion to it, too. 

Mr. Hale: I say again, Mr. President, that upon · 
such a vast ·illimitable' scheme ·of the powers, and 
duties. of the general'Government connected '-"i,tl• • 
the practical- question of. their exercise, the Senator 
and I are al odds. · His view is neither that 'lvhich 

. needs t.o be tak~n to-day, by reason of the circum
stances and .conditions that apply and exist. fn differ
ent parfs of tM.:United States, nor was it. the view 
of the fathets. .· . · . . 

Many of .. those things which appertain to ti.J.e 
coll1fort, the'·happiness,. the. welfare of the millions 
of people in the United Statf)s,who make up the 
best ofits population,· ¢an he better attended to. and 
managed', at home than here; and because of this, 
•as much as he(;lause it was. not intended that the 
Federal Government should aggress upon the States, 
thus the fathers left it. 

I say again, Mr. President, the Senator from New 
Hampshire has not failed to make himself under-, 
stood. I have no difficulty in seeing the picture 
which the Seml.tor has before hiE mind. I have to 
take no pains in discerning the outcome of a rule or 
policy that illustrates such a picture. Whether the 
Senator, at, once .seizes· for the general Government 
exclusive supply and control of the common schools, 
orwhether,I.J.e nutkes his \\P!lro!t()hes graduaLand by 
deviou's'·steps, the result'is'the same. 

When the Federal Government takes upon itself 
a portion of the work of maintaining the common
school system of the country, that moment local 
and State interest begin to decline ; that moment 
another set of feelings and desires and expectatioJL<> 
reiating to education takes possession of the min&> 
of the people-the desire to secure more, the desire 
to be free from home burdens,-and out of this 
comes the death of the local and neighborhood 
feeling which has given vitality to our common 
schools. The humble but useful fabric reared by 
the local and.State interests is torn down, and in its 
stead is built. up a vast, imposing structure, reared 
and maintained by the general Government. 

Under such a doctrine as this, whether applied 
to common schools or to other various subjects 
which are better left to the•localities, but one res~lt. 
will follow- the line of local interest and State in
terest, the line of local power and State power, re
cedes and fades, an uncertain shifting ~ore that, 
disappears before the restless aggrandizing sea or 
Federal interference. · 

Let these principles be made more of, 
and spread everywhere and sacredly held 
by all the people, that a "government of 
the people, by the people, and for . the 
people," may not perish from the earth. 

A. T. J. 

Some Pertinent Questions. 

THE Union Signal, of February 13, 
makes ·several quotations ~rom the first 
number 'of Mr. William T. Stead's Review 
of Review$; published in London, England. 
Mr. Stead believes in a good time coming, 
when., there will be a grand federation 
of English -speaking. people, and also a 
United States of Europe. What hinders 
this now is this : · '' The religious side. of· 
politics has not yet entered th~ minds of 
men." .And we say in truth, Woe be to 
the world wh~n that time come.s. This 
happy result .is to be broug:ht about, 
however, and, . Christianity is to show. 
forth among the nations through the fol~ 
lowing :;--:- , . 

Men and women must work.'for the salvation Qf 
the State with. as .Jl1ucl;I zeal.and,self•sacrifiG~·N! 
they ~,tow work for the salvation ~f the individual. . 

And how will thej:'·save the State? Will 
the State repeut1 confess its sins, make 
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these Sunday laws thus upon a divine command, as 
reparation of .all its unjust g;ai.ns;~eliev~,, the civil ground, is to that extent to join Church aml 
.and be baptized ? And whmut lS . saved, State, and to violate the fundamental principles of 
will it be taken ·to heaven ? Th1s salva- the State and federal governments. 

tion of the State, of which so much is In the above paragraph we have a just 
said, is a deception. The duty of the distinction made between sin and crime. 
Church. and of C:P,dstians is to save men Sin is the violation of the moral law. 
and wom,en: out f11om the world. While Crime is a violation of human law. We 
in the world, they are n0t to. be of the wish the reader to notice the latter part of 
world. Every step in the direction of re- the paragraph just quoted. In agreement 
ligion in· the State. onl;y carries that State with arguments we have before presented, 
so muchnearer the Dark Ages, :=tndplaces he shows that for the State to base its law 
so much inore power .in th.e hands of that upon divine command, or to attempt to en
syste:nn-;-'the.Papacy-which knows ~0 well force any one of the divine commands, is 
how :to use every advantage gamed.- the union of Church and State. This was 
Signs of the Times. , wholesome truth to present before a Sun

Cho,d Words in a Sunda)' Qorw'ention. 
••• > 

: IN .';Previous numbers of the ~ENTINEL 
.We nave shown the fallacy of the Idea that 
,btviJ gQV~1'n3:xHmt ;may enforc~ any portion 
.of,.th~.mor~l: law~. and we have also shown 
. the evil consequences which would neces
:~~rHy; ;re~:ul~ from an attempt. to put such a faUacious, id,ea into prlo\lctwe. We. are 
glad: to present in this nu:n?el! a corrobora
tion of our views by a mmtster of the gos
P:el. · .·.fknd· we are the more glad qecause 
tht;l ar:g11mept which we s~a.ll .quote was 
made in ·a. S;unday conventwn, m the sec
ond annuaLmeeting of the Sabbath Asso
ciatidll of Iowa, . which was held in Des 
Moi~~s No~ember 12 and 13, 1889. Rev. 
J. K.. Fowler,. of Qed,ar R~pids, gave an 
a.ddr~ss. on ~' 'l'lte. Basis of the Civi~ Sab
}Jath ;, which . was printed in full m the 
1ow~ State Reg.ister, of November 13, from 
whicg w~ quote. . Speaking of the laws 
l'.l!lre;:t~y ex}s.tir1g, f.ltnd of the ~unday laws 
whic:P, the association is seekmg to make, 
he said:--,--, 

If these la""s are :-right, why are they right f 
The;r.e .nee(\st9 be ,a: clearing up on this point. ~he 
ideas of.mapy are·Ya~ue and faulty as to the gem~s 
and. hitent of . these Sunday regulations. Ma~y m 
the Church ana out imagine that they prescnbe a 
pi·ecept of tlie Christian religion; that . they are 
.simply .a tran~cript. of the fourt.h commandment to 
. .our ~tatute-books. More than that, many ardent 
Jefenders of the Sabbath, justify them on that 
ground. They say, God ha's enjoii~ed the obse1·vance 
~f the Sabbatl~,·.and th!3 .. $tate should do the. same. 
But G~d has demanded that we be good stewards of 
his bomity, and give liberally to him .. Is the State 
therefore :to c.ommand tl}is f God has commanded 
that we be given to hospitality. ~s the State to see 
to · it that this be accomplished 1 God has com
manded that we honor one another and 'in honor 
preferFo:Ue another. Shall the State .un~ertake the 
enforcement of these.divine }aws? .lt 1s time we had 
done ;trgu~ng for SabQath legislation b~fore _Con~r:ss 
or other .legtslative bodies On •plea of .ltS diVme 
institution an\! scriptural authonty. It 1s . utterly 
unte~{tble acc'ording to 'the spirit of our charters of 
goverhment. · 

Ih this pi:i.ragraph the qu?stiori is fai.rly 
stated arid the statement· l1I the closmg 
senten'ce is correct. After' referring to 
.certaiin judicial decisions on eer~ain laws· 
aga;inst crime, the speaker copt1:med ~as 
follows:..:_ 
Th~ civil Jaw forb~ds thes~, not a,s. offem;es 

against God, but as crimes against man. · The law 
has· to· do _with .the relations of men to each other, 
and _n;ot with the. yelations of men to God. To base 

day convention.' We wish every Sunday 
convention could listen to similar talk. 
Mr. Fowler continued as follows, concern
ing the idea that the State could enact a 
Sunday law on the basis of the divine com
mandment:-

But such a basis of the Sunday law is not only 
illegal, but it may be even unscriptural. The Bible 
itself does 11ot warrant us.. in inscribing upon the 
civil statute-boolrs whatever we fincl to be the mind 
of the Lord. The Bible does give us a divine stand
ard of moral duty, by' which we may discriminate be
tween right and wrong. But it also gives a divine 
model·of wise legislation. It shows there are some 
things. reasonable and some unreasonable to under
take by the civil statute, tha,t statutory law is not to 
be framed always into exact correspondence with the 
criterion of individual duty. And this scriptural 
lesson is one of the very first importance for a 
Christian citizen of a republic like ours to learn. 

·We wish every citizen of this republic 
might learn this scriptural lesson. The 
fact that the great body of the National 
Reformers desire to have the State attempt 

'to re-enact and enforce the law of God, 
shows according to Rev. Mr. Fowler, of 
Cedar' Rapids, that they are very deficient 
in scriptural · know ledge; and in this we 
agree with him. Again Mr. Fowler said:-

If our zealous, well-meaJ;J.ing, but deluded friends 
of the Sabbath, desire to defeat the very ends they 
aim at, they want to push to the front, and press 
upon the law makers this scriptural comma~d for ~he 
basis of Sunday laws, until a furor of public feelmg 
like that of 1826 again sweeps the country ancl takes 
with it every vestige of Sabbath legislation. Many 
good people, even in these boasted days of religious 
liberty, fail to' understand thatthe State is not con:
petent to enact divine precepts because they are.d~
vine. The law against murder is not on the mv1l 
statute-books because it is in the deealogue, but be
cause society could not exist without such a law. 
The law against stealing is not in the civil code 
because it· was found essential to maintain the rights 
of property. Government exists to ~ecure to m.en 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happmess, to man;
tain a peaceful and orderly, a mutual, helpful conch
tion of society. Hence its laws simply aim at these 
ends. They are passed because of some supposed 
public need, because it is believed the general good 
requires them. We arc bound thus in the matter of 
the Sunday laws to stand outside of the Bible and 
ar,.ue for them on the same line as all the other laws, 
be~ause the public need and advantage require them. 
If we cannot indicate them on these grounds, then 
they can claim and deserve no place on the statute
books. 

·With this also we heartily agree; only 
one statement might have been made a 
little stronger, and that is, that laws passed 
to secure men life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, ftre passed mi account of some. 

supposed public need. There can be no 
supposition about it. If there is to be any 
public at all, it is an actual necessity that 
life and liberty be preserved. But in all 
these paragraphs which we have quoted 
the speaker has shown a clear perception 
of the limitations of human government, 
and we would that all could read his argu
ment and see the force of it, and agree 
with him that, if Sunday laws are made to 
stand, it must be because the public good 
requires them. The next and closing 
paragraph of this speech shows how im
possible it is to make it appear that the 
public good requires a Sunday law, and 
that th~ Sunday should be enforced for 
the same reason that laws are enacted 
against stealing. Said he:-

Thll,t a law-guarded rest-day is one of these agen
cies will hardly be questioned by any reasonable 
man. On that day peace of God settles down over 
Sabbath-keeping land. The din of labor ceases, and 
the din of strife and merry-making, and a few quiet 
hours are given ill which the mdst engrossed and 
toil-burdened soul may at least have the opportunity, 
if it will, to worship God and learn of truths that 
bear upon a right life. Remember that the law 
makes no attempt to enforce religion, o1· even relig
ious observance, on Sunday. It simply institutes a 
weekly civil holiday, and surrounds it with safe
guards such as subserve the interests of morality and 
make as favorable as possible. 

In this last paragraph the speaker went 
against all he had so clearly stated before. 
His attempt .to show that society requires 
such a law, by stating that on Sunday, if 
enforced by law, peace settles down over 
the land, and a few quiet hours are given 
in which all may have the opportunity to 
learn of God and truths that bear upon a 
right life, shows that such laws are at 
least an attempt to enforce morality. 
There is not the slightest ground on 
which a so-called civil Sunday law can be 
based consistently with justice. If it is 
said that man needs one day in seven for 
rest, then we will point to the thousands 
who are observing the seventh day of the 
week, and to the scores of thousands who 
are observing the first day of the week, 
without any law compelling rest. That 
is sufficient evidence. that no such law is 
needed. If the law is asked only in order 
that man may have one day in the week 
to rest, why is it that many who have 
strictly and quietly rested on the seventh 
day have been persecuted for not resting 
on the first dav? They have surely rested 
one-seventh ;f the time, and nobody 
can claim that resting upon the first day 
of the week will do a man more good than 
resting upon the seventh. Of course it 
will be said that the seventh day is not 
the day that the law recognizes; that the 
great body of Christians recognize the 
first day, and therefore the law should 
demand rest on that day. So then the 
whole question of the civil Sunday law is 
given up, and it is admitted that the basis 
of the law is some supposed superiority of 
Sunday over other days. 

It needs no argument to show that all 
, the physical good that may be gained by 
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resting on Sunday is gained to an equal 
extent by resting on Saturday, and as to 
the good of society we challenge· anyone 
to demonstrate that a society observing 
the seventh day is not outwardly, to say 
the least, as good as one which observes 
the first. But in spite of Mr. Fowler's lit
tle defection at the close of his speech, we 
think it is a good one, and commend it to 
the careful perusal of all our readers. 

E. J. W. 

A Shaky Foundation. 

WE are not the only ones who are curi
ous to know how the American Secular 
Union is going to get a Manual of the 
pur8st prinCiples of morals, without in
culcating religious doctrines. One of their 
own number, Mr. Edward S. Stark, of 
this city, published an article in the 
Truth Seeker, of February 22, in which 
he said:-

In its invitation to the contest :for an Agnostic 
Manual o:f Morality, the Secular Union leaves us in 
the dark as to whether Agnosticism is meant in its 
narrow sense, as merely rejecting the religious be
lief, or that it applies also to the scientific field, in 
the sense of its purity from prejudices and obscur
antism, Science, namely, is apt tc:> produce objection
abh3 consequences the same as religion, if. it is not 
purified from superstitions, servility, and the wor
shipipg of spurious authorities. Without such a 
purification it may bring about very deplorable re
sults, particularly in such a delicate and entangled 
question as that of morality, which, while losing its 
transcendental foundation in religion, is bound to 
look for a basis elsewhere, and may obtain from the 
science such a shaky one that the whole structure 
would not be able to stand on it for a moment. 
. . . The principal points at issue are: 1. Shall 
the manual adopt the unscientific hypothesis of a 
separate soul, existing par se, and, under certain as
pects, completely independent of the body ? Those 
who rnay think that it is a question of psychology 
and not of morals, and that therefore it can be 
easily avoided, will soon change their mind about it 
if they try to write upon ethics. This or that 
hypothesis will, against their wish, transpire through 
th.e wording of every sentence. The author will 
find himself under the necessity of speaking :),bout 
some sort of immaterial entity underlying moral 
actions, their righteousness or viciousness. 

These points are well taken. Morals 
must have a basis. If it is proposed to re
move ethics from a religious ba.sis, some 
other basis must as certainly be supplied; 
and when any other basis is found, as Mr. 
Stark says, it will be such a shaky one 
that the whole structure would not be 
able to stand on it for a minute. Mr. 
Stark truly says, the author of such a 
scheme "will find himself under the neces
sity of speaking about some sort of mate
ri.al entity underlying moral actions their 

· righteousness or viciousness," and just as 
soon as the subject of righteousness is 
touched, tha realm of religion is entered. 
The fact is, as we proved in our article 
befqre on this subject, it is an utter im
possibility to inculcate morality without 
at the same time, inculcating religious 
doctrine. Morality has no basis other 
than the religious. 

As time goes on we become more and 
more curious to see that Manual. 

Sunday Legislation in Canada. 

March 5 "An act to secure the better 
observance of the Lord's day, commonly 
called Sunday," was introduced into the 
Dominion Parliament, and read once. On 
the following day it passed a second read
ing, and is in a fair way to become a law. 
The provisions of this bill are as follows :-

1. Whoever on the Lord's day, shall either labor, 
himself, or shall compel his apprentice, servant, or 
other person under his control or charge, to labor, 
or perform any other work than the household offices 
of daily necessity, or other works of necessity or 
charity, shall be deemed to be guilty of a misde
meanor. 

2. Whoever on the Lord's day sells, or publicly 
shows forth or exposes or offers for sale, or pur
chases, any goods, chattels, or other personal prop
erty, or any real estate whatsoever, or does any 
work or business of his ordinary calling, works of 
necessity and charity only excepted, shall be deemed 
to be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

3. Whoever shall on the Lord's day, be guilty of 
. promoting, directing, or causing horse-racing, foot

racing, cock-fighting, or dog-fighting, or shall engage 
in any noisy public game whereby the peace and 
quiet of the Lord's day is disturbed, and manual 
labor made necessary in preparing for and conduct
ing the same, shall be deemed to be guilty of a mis
demeanor. 

4. Whoever shall on the Lord's day, tipple in any 
inn, tavern, or house of public entertainment, or 
shall allow or permit tippling in any such inn, tav
ern, or house of public entertainment, or shall revel 
or publicly exhibit himself in a state of intoxication, 
or shall brawl or use profane language in the public 
streets or open air, so as to create imy riot or dis
turbance or annoyance to Her Majesty's peaceable 
subjects, shall be deemed to be guilty of a misde
nleanor. 

5. Whoever shall on the Lord's day, hunt, shoot, 
or pursue or take or kill any game()r any wild bird . 
or animal, or shall discharge fire-arms, except in.the 
just defense of person or. property, or in the per
formance of military or police duty, or shall use 
dogs, net, trap, or other appliance . for the above
mentioned purposes, shall be . deemed to . be guilty 
of a :tnisdemeanor. 

6. Whoever shall on the Lord's day, go out fish· 
ing, or shall take, kill, or destroy any fish, or use 
any gun, fishing-rod, net, or other appliance for that 
purpose, shall be deemed to be guilty of a misde· 
mean or. 

7. Whoever shall on the Lord's day, either as 
proprietor, publisher, or manager, engage in the 
printing, publication, and delivery of a newspaper, 
journal, or periodical; and whoever shall, on the 
Lord's day, engage in the sale, distribution, or cir
culation of any newspaper, journal, or periodical 
published on that day, shall be deemed to be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

Sections 8, 9, 10, and 11 deal with traffic 
on the canals and railways, which is limited 
to oases of necessity and carriage of perish
able goods, under restrictions. The clause 
in regard to Sunday excursions is as fol
lows:-

. Excursions on the Lord's day by steamboats ply
ing for hire, or by railway, or part by steamboat and 
part by railway, and having for their only principal 
object the carriage of passengers for amusement or 
pleasure, and to go and return the same day by the 
steamboat or railway or any other oWned by the 
same person or company, shall not be deemed a 
lawful conveyance of passengers within the mean
ing of this act; and the owner or corporation, super
intendent, or person by virtue of whose authority 
and direction such excursion is permitted or ordered 
on the Lord's day, shall be deemed to be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

The penalties are de:fi.neq as follows :-
12. Any person convicted before a justice of the 

peace of any offense declared in sections 1 to 7 of 
this act, inclusive, to be. a misdemeanor, upon .the 
oath of one or more than one credible witness, or · 
upon view had of the. Said offense by the justice 
himself, shall for every offense be fined a sum not 
exceeding fifty/ dollars, nor less than one dollar, to
gether with the costs and charges attending the pro
ceedings and conviction, and such prosecution shall 
be commenced·within one month of the commission 
of such offense and not afterwards; and shall be 
laid and tried m:·the county or municipality where 
the ofl;ense was committed. 

13. The penalty for any offense committed under 
sections • ten and eleven of the act shall be the im 
position of a fine not exceeding four hundred dollars 
for each offense, to be recovered in any com-t having 
jurisdiction in civil cases to that amount, to be 
recovered by .any person suing for the same under 
this section and for the purposes thereof. 

14. All sums of money awarded or imposedo as 
fines or penalties by virtue of this act shall be paid, 
one moil:lty to the party charging and prosecuting 
the offense, and the other moiety to the treasurer 
of the county or city wheren the offense was com
mitted. 

It is further provided that "aconviction 
under this act . shall not be quashed for 
want of form; nor shall any warrant of 
commitment be held void by reason of any 
defect therein." Persons accused of felony 
may still have the benefit of all doubts and 
errors, but violators of the Sunday law, 
should this bill pass, will not be permitted 
to escape through any error, no matter 
how glaring. 

The bill provides no exemptions for any 
class except Indians, and for no workex
cept "works of necessity and charity." 
And ho pretense is made that it is a "civil" 
measure. On the contrary, its author urges 
its passage because it is·demanded by cer
tain religious bodies. Nobody pretends to 
deny that it is religious legislation, and 
that it is designed to promote the religious 
observance of a religious institution. But 
such a law is no more religious in Canada 
than are similar measures in this country. 
And the motive underlying the demand 
for such legislation is a spirit of intolerance, 
wherever found. 

Liberty of Conscience Must Be 
Preserved. 

THAT priceless document, the Constitu..: 
tion of the United States, declares the 
principle of total separation between relig
ion and the State. It provides that" Con
gress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment bf religion, or prohibiting 
the free Hxercise thereof." Freedom of con
science has thus been made the :founaation 
of our Government. Only by upholding 
this princlple as. a sacred palladium is re
ligious intolerance kept out of our borders, 
and the brightest civilization developed, 

This just and~ eq'Q.al treatment of all re
ligious denominations has·been at all times, 
a thorn in the flesh of those who suppose 
themselves to be the sole possessors of 
truth, and deem it their duty to force their 
views upon all. Again and again attempts 
have been made to Christianize our G:ov~ 
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ernment and t,o introduce a State religion. 
Every time ·such attempts have been suc
cessfully defeat.ed. But the enemy of lib
etty does not slumber, and continues to 
work zealously for the promotion of its 
mischievous plans. Three religious bills 
are now before Congress-the Blair Sun
day-rest bill, the Breckinridge Sunday 
bill for the District of Columbia, and the 
Blair Educational amendment, which pro
vides' for the teaching of the principles of 
Christianity in the public schools. · 

The National Religious J;..iberty Associa
tion, an organization consisting of men of 
all d€)nominati6ns who are friends of relig
ious liberty, is circulating a petition and is 
nq-w' ·represented at Washington by men 
whoi;\e duty it is to oppose the three re
ligii:rd.s bills above mentioned. It is the 
duty·of every just and liberty-loving man 
to add strength to this movement. It is 
most eminently the duty and in the in
terest of the Jews to do all that is in their 
powe~ to save the secular features of our 
Government and to _!{eep the Constitution 
free. from the embarrassment of religious 
intolerance; 

The petition . will be circulated a_mong · 
our Jewish fellow-citizens, and the Tid
ings .hopes all will sign it.-Jewish Tid
ings. 

--~---···-------

Sunday Laws for the Capital of our 
Country. 

THE American Sabbath Union, an eccle
siastical-political organization, has taken 
upon itself to make tho city of Washing
ton, or rather the District of Columbia, 
happy by the adoption of a rigid Sunday 
law. A member of Congress, Mr. Breck
inridge, from the State of Kentucky, has 
brought in a bill in which it is expressly 
said that it shall be illegal for all people 
to do any secular labor or business on 
Sunday. Only those persons are excepted 
who conscientiously, and from religious 
conviction, keep another than the first day 
Of the week. The title of the bill is ''A bill 
to prevent persons being forced to labor 
on Sunday." 

The movement is not altogether new; 
a bill was brought before the last Con
gress, but it was strongly attacked by 
Seventh-day Adventists and Baptists, and 
therefore this second bill with the exemp
tion' clause, which is intended to satisfy 
the 'opponents, was brought in. 

All Sunday laws, as they have been 
enacted so• far in twenty-eight States of 
our Union, rest on the principle of legal 
religious views; but if a State, through its 
representatives in legislation, lays down 
such measures, it concerns the State only, 
while in case of legislation of Congress 
such measure does not only extend over 
the District of Columbia, but, as a national 
law; concerns all Territories, and must be 
acknowledged as a legal measure there. 
For this reason the Prohibitionists hav@ 
tried to have a law passed by Congress 

which prohibits the manufacture and sale 
of all liquor, because they knew that by 
this the same law would become binding 
in the Territories of the country. 

A few weeks ago, a convention of the 
American Sabbath Union was held here, 
to induce the public to sign the petition to 
Congress, and make general propaganda 
for their movement. The sessions were 
held in a Methodist Church; the manage
ment was in the hands of ministers. Every 
session was opened by prayer and Scripture 
reading, and closed with a benediction by 
one of the ministers. The delegates of the 
General Synod-Dr. Butler, from Wash
ington, and Rev. Sylvanus Stall, from Bal
timore-were appointed as speakers to 
work for the cause. So the Lutheran 
Church did not fail to send represent
atives, in this legalistic-ecclesiastic-political 
movement for a Sunday law. Without 
regard to the deception which is on the 
face of it, if we compare the title with the 
wording of the bill, an Evangelical Lu
theran Christian cannot lend his hand to 
such a mixing of secular and spiritual 
power. 

I, as representative of the General Coun
cil, attended the first evening session of 
that convention, that I might hear what 
should be brought up. And I must say 
that what was said in favor of the conse
cration of Sunday was right and good, if 
they would only rest satisfied with such 
instruction and admonition; but the inain 
purpose was this : to carry the bill, and 
induce the legislative body in the capitol 
to pass it; that is, the Church, through 
its representatives, demands a law from 
the secular Government which shall bind 
the conscience; and therein a blind man 
must see a union of Church and State. 
As I spoke to Rev. Crafts, the secretary of 
the Sabbath Union, after the close of the 
session, and gave him my reasons why I 
could not join such a movement, and also 
requested time to express my reasons pub
licly in the convention, that the. other side 
might be heard there, this gentleman, who 
who had himself invited me, gave me the 
following answer: "You are the first 
Evangelical Lutheran minister whom· I 
have met who is against us." I expressed 
my regret. He pointed to Butler and Stall, 
who belonged to the Lutheran Church. 
Further, this gentleman remarked: "This 
is no debating club; .we cannot let our op
ponents come in here, that is, Jews, Infi
dels, Seventh-day Adventists, and Bap
tists." Whereupon I answered that I be
longed to none of these classes of people. 
"Well," he concluded, "you are entitled 
to your opinion, for this is a free country." 
"Just for this reason, Mr. Crafts," I an
swered, ''I was convinced that to me, being 
a minister, the opportunity would be given 
to express myself; but I find that the lib
erty of this country is usurped by your 
Sabbath association." 

One thing I was glad to see in this 
gentle~an. He confessed to believing in 

the Galesburg rule, in the following words: 
''You would not allow ine to preach from 
your pulpit?" Whereupon I answered 
emphatically, "No, sir; certainly not." 
'' Well, I do not allow you to defend your 
doctrine from my pulpit." But in this 
way these gentlemen strike themselves in 
the face. They speak loudly ~bout it,
that it is no religious movement, and rep
resents no ecclesiastical principles,-and 
yet they make that a rule which belongs 
in the realm of ecclesiastical doctrine and 
spiritual life only. 

I hope that the members of this Con
gress will have more sound common sense 
than to pass such a law, which sails under 
false colors, and lay down a legal meas
ure which is fully and entirely against the 
liberty of conscience secured in this coun
try. Ministers who work for such laws 
testify most strongly to their poverty; in 
fact, such say thereby, The Gospel has 
lost its power; help us through the secular 
law. J. MULLER, 

Evangelical Lutheran Pastor, 
in Herold und Zeitschrift of Feb. 15, 1890. 

Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Comegys is Right. 

THE question of religion and the State 
is having quite a lively discussion in this 
State. In a discussion between Mr. W. G. 
Gilstrap and Hon. George Comegys, the 
former rails against the latter because he 
is opposed to religious exercises in the 
Legislature and public schools. He fur
ther says that Comegys has "cast a slur 
on the refinement and intelligence of 
Washington." 

And in order to eradicate the terrible 
influence this slur has caused, he continues 
by saying, ''To-day, upon the ruins of a 
crude, wild western frontierism stands a 
new-born State." Inferring that, there
fore, it is right and proper to establish 
religious exercises in the affairs of the 
State. 

As a good reason for such an establish
ment, he asserts that this is a Christian 
Nation. 

Hon. George Comegys answers him very 
aptiy, in the following words:-

The assertion is made that this is a Christian 
Nation. If by that phrase is meant that ours is a 
Christian Government I take issue at once. 

The Government of the United States is a civil 
Government, purely secular in its nature, looking 
after the civil rights of its citizens, and having no 
concern about their. religious or spiritual affairs. 
This proposition is distinctly set out in a treaty made 
by this Government and Tl'ipoli in 1789, during the 
administration of the "father of his country." We 
search in vain for any intimation that this is a 
Christian Government, in the organic law of the 
land, either national or State. Mr. Gilstrap says 
the President take~ the oath of office with his hand 
on the Bible. There is no law requiring or forbid
ding the use of the Bible or any other book in taking 
the oath of office. Our law re.(luires that form of 
oath most binding on the conscience of the person 
sworn. The Chinese are sworn sometimes m this 
country by the decapitation of a rooster and the 
sprinkling of blood, that being the time-honored 
Confucian method of binding the pigtail conscience 
of Ah Sin, but it has never been suggested that by 
reason of that the Court was committed to the verity 
of that heathen rite. 

S. H. CARNAHAN. 
Walla Walla, Washington. 
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We believe m temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. 
We believe in: supporting the civil government, and submit

ting to it~ authority. 
'Y~ deny the. right of any civil government to legislate on 

rehgm_us. questions. · 
We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege of 

every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own eon
!::lcience. 

We also believe it to b.e our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow·clt~zens may enjoy the in· 
··Rtimahle blessings of both religious and civil liberty. 
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C. ELDRIDGE, - - - • 

W. H. McKEE, 
President. 
Sem·etary. 

Tried by the Record. 

THE Co,ngressional Record for March 7, 
contains the following:-

Mr. Blair: I present the petition of Mary E. Catlin, 
superintendent of the department of Sabbath observ
ance, Womath Christian Temperance Union, and sec
retary for thi!"Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
in which she states that on the night of February 17, 
1890, petitions were stolen representing petitioners for 
a Sunday-rest law for tlw District of Columbia, and 
for !tU ·rim1er tlte jurisdiction of Congress, from the 
variouwState~ to the number of. 7,000 individual signa
tures, and she asks that this be accepted in place of 
the petitions, and printed in the Record. 

Tlte President, pro tempore: The petition will be 
received iti1d referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

In the same number of the Record, un
der the proceedings of the House, occurs 
this paragraph:-

By 1lf1· . . B1•eckinridge of Kentucky: Petitions of 
7,000 citizens for the Sunday-rest bill, to the Committee 
on the District of Cohimbia. 

The following is a copy of the document 
referr.ed to the House committee, and 
wh1ch represents the signatures in ques-. 
tion :-

Memorial to the United States Ho11se of Representa
tives: As petition secretary for the Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union, the undersigned, by this 
memorial, wishes to say· that on the night of February 
17, petitions were 2tolen from her house, representing 
petitions for a. Sunday-rest law for the District of 
Columbia, and for all under the jurisdiction of Con
gress ft•om the various States to the number of 7,000 
(and more), ·neady all individual signatures in duplicate. 

We ask that this memorial be accepted in place of 
the petition, and printed in the Record. 

. MARY E. CATLIN. 

Petition ~~ec1'etary, Superintendent of tlte Depart
ment of Sabbath Observance, of tlte W. C. T. U., of 
tlie Distirict of Columbia. 

This is the sequel to the episode of the 
stoleh petitions. When re""ding her ad
dress to the committee on the District of 
Columbia, at thQ hearing upon the local 
Sund.ay bill for the District, Mrs. Catlin 
said:'-

Honored Sirs, we ask that thes.e rolls .of petitions 
shall be to you, the voice of the people, urging you 
for !i Suilday-rest ·Jaw. I wish I could truly s!ly the 
next sentence : we bring this morning such· a plea, 
in the form of 27,131 endorsements for the Senate, and 
a larger number (30,000) for the House. Bnt, l11st 

night, when I wrote this paper, I had that number to 
bring here this morning. When I went after them, I 
found that they had been ·stolen during the night, 'so 
that I am sorry to say, I have not that number to 
bring before you this morning. 

Later in the hearing, the question was 
asked Mrs. Catlin, in regard to the peti
tions: "Were they signatures or en
dorsements ? " 

Mrs. Catlin: Tliey were largely signatures. 
Tlte Cllai1"man: How many of these signatures are 

you willing to say, came from the ,District of Co
lumbia? 

Mrs. Catlin: They were not from the District alone. 
1'he Chairman: They were not from the District 

alone, but from the whole country ? 

M1·s. Catlin: Yes; sir. 

The discrepancy between the numbers, 
27,131 to the Senate, and 30,000 to the 
House, mentioned in the address to the 
committee, and the "7,000 (and more)" 
mentioned in the memorial, is remarkable. 
The peculiar indefiniteness of statement, 
as regards the whole matter is also notice
able. It will be seen that in her address, 
which she says was written the night be
fore, when the petitions were in her pos
sessions, she has numbered them with ac
curacy, as respectively 27,131, and 30,000, 
and characterized them as '' endorse
ments." But, when questioned with a 
view to finding out the number of indi
vidual signatures, she replies, "They 
were largely signatures." This would 
naturally be understood to mean from 
15,000 to 20,000. When asked, "How 
many of them were from the District," as 
bearing directly upon the local bill under 
consideration, the answer given is evasive 
-'' They were not from the District 
alone." 

The memorial, however, speaks of no 
signatures at all from the District, in ref
erence to the District bill, but enumerates 
them as " from the various States." The 
number has dwindled to "7,000 (and 
more);" and of these, the best that can 
be said, is not that they are individual 
signaturel3, but that "they are nearly all 
individual signatures." If the "nearly" 
bears the same relation to the 7,000 that 
the "largely" did to the 30,000, the list 
of individual signatures is quite small. 

It will be. seen also, that neither Mr. 
Blai.r, in his presentation to the Senate, 
nor Mr. Breckinridge in the House, nor 
Mrs.· Catlin, either in her memorial or in . 
her address to the committee (although 
questioned upon it) anywhere make men
tion of any of these signatures, as dis-· 
tinctively from the District of Columbia, 
praying for the passage of the local law. 
It is evident there were none; or, if any, 
so few that it was deemed best to ignore 
the voice of the District entirely, upon 
the passage of its own law. 

It is to be noticed, also, that the pres
entations of the matter, both in the Sen
ate and the House, as spread upon the 
r(!cord, are inaccurate. The me:Ii10rial to 
the Senate is stated in the Record, as re
questing the acceptance of 7,000 individual 

signatures, while the memorial itself says 
that there are "nearly" that, but leaves 
the actual number entirely indefinite. In 
the House, "petitions of 7,000_ citizens for 
the Sunday-rest bill," are recorded as pre
sented, without qualification, or sugges
tion that they were not offered in reality, 
but represented by a memorial. 

The impenetrable indefiniteness and be
wildering inaccuracy which has charac
terized every statement as regards these 
petitions, is characteristic, and no less 
true in the case of all the ostensible mil
lions which have been presented. The 
value of these petitions for "Sunday 
rest" would be totally invalidated if only 
their character were generally understood . 

W. H. M. 

Effect of the Defi~ite Article. 

IN the last paragraph of the Blair 
Sunday-rest bill, occurs this phrase, "in
dividuals who conscientiously believe in 
and observe any other day than Sunday, 
as the Sabbath." In this connection, the 
definite effect of the article "the" cannot 
be ignored. It is not as a Sunday, or as 
a civil Sunday, or as a rest day, or as a 
Sabbath, but as "the" Sabbath. What 
Sabbath? When definitely stated, like 
this, the authority to which final appeal 
must be taken, is the commandment, of 
God, and that says '' The seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God." 

This expression in the bill therefore 
definitely proves that the day in regard to 
which this legislation is asked is not a 
civil Sunday, but "the Sabbath of the 
Lord." When all knowledge of the 
growth, derivation and construction of 
the English language has been lost, then 
the Sunday · legislationists may hope to 
convince intelligent men that the words 
"the Sabbath" are SUBceptible of the 
translation" a civil Sunday,"-not before. 

W.H.M. 

STATE SECRETARY J. M. REES, of Indi
ana, says: "I find that the people are more 
anxi@us to hear, on the subject of Religious 
Liberty, than they were one year ago. 
Ma~y who were opposed to our work at that . 
time, are now in favor of it. Last Sunday 
night, after speaking to a crowded house, 
I presented the petition for those who 
desired to sign. Among others who 
signed it, were three persons who had 
signed a petition in favor of the Blair bill. 
They were very anxious to sign my pe
tition, anc! did so, saying that they were 
blinded when they signed the other. So, 
you see, when the subject is set before 
the people, they' will':r'ealize the unreason-. 
ableness of religious legislation." 

STATE SECRETARY N. W. KAUBLE wntes 
from South Dakota: "Thus far I have 
spent my time in Dakota, in holding gen
eral meetings . for the discussion of the. 
principles of civil and religious liberty, 
and in lecturing. I have had, in the 
towns, good sized, intelligent audiences, 
and am highly gratified at the results." 



THE AM,.ERICAN SENTINEL. 119 

THE BEST 

Dt,JPLICATINC INKS 
COOD FOR ALL TIME! T!!E JNTERNATIONALt 

THE NATIONAL SUNDAy LAw TYPEWRitER FO!t USN WITH 

"CYCLOS'l'YLE," "MIJJfEOGRAPli," 
"COPYGRAPH." 

Or any Duplicating Process in which a Stencil 
is used, arc the 

Celebrated "Redding Inks." 
They Dry, Fast, will not Blur nor Clog the sten

cil, Dry or Harden on Roller or Pallet, and a\·c in 
cveryway , 

A SUPERIOR ARTICLE. 
Send for Price Lists and Samples of Vvork Done 
with these links. . 

REDDINC INK CO., 
43 BoNn STamm·~, N.ow YoaK. 

WATERMAN'S IDJ;:AL 

PEN. 
HA,s T~Ull MosT RELIABLE arrangement for feed

ing the <ink from the reservoir to the pen. 
,Jt has' the same sure principle of operation 

(capillary" a:ttra<ition) ·and· simple construction (a 
split) that have bee11 used by the ordinat•y dip 
pen ·for 5,000 years to·carr,Y the ink to the paper: 

Remember it is a combmatlon of the BES1' mn- ' 
terial, -worklnanilhlp,:and principle of operation. 

))on't wa~tl) your time or shorten your life wit.h 
~y vther:· >Address, . 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BoND STR,EET, NEw Yom<. 

'Dr OA.ia.wD, OAL. ' 

THis p AniPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHTS 01!' 
AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY

REST BILL, WHICH MR JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR DECEMBER 13, 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
And Mr. Jones' comments make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it ,,·ould 

hr .... :? beer;t without Senator Blai~·,s in~errl}ptions, objections1 and countet·-argunwnts, and is accom
pamed With.answers to all of h1s ObJeCtiOns and countm•,arguments. As tlw Sunday question is 
~1ow a living issue, thi~ treatise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers. 

ludges, m~d other ,PU.bllc men. , The argument is based O? Scripture and history,_constitution and 
aw, showmg the hm1ts of the CIVIl power, the unconst1tutwnallty of the Sunday bill, an analysis or 

the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
AND THE 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

The Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill 
. and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed ' 

for the United States. 

1'lw Work Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c. 

Send for it! Read it! Send it to Your Friends! 
Address all Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
4:3 BOND STREET, NK\V YORK. 

On OAKLAND, CAL. 

NEW EDITIONS 

A strictly first-class machine. Fully war
ranted. l\1ade from very best material, by skilled 
workmen, and with the best tools that have 
ever been devised for the purpose. Warranted 
to do all that can be reasonably expected of the 
very best typewriter extant. Capable of writing 
150 words per minute, or more, according to the 
ability of the operator. 

Price • • • • • • $I 00.00 
1f there is no agent in your town, address 

the Inanufacturers : 

THE PARISH MF'C CO., 
Agents wanted, P ARII'!H, N. Y 

FREE • w~J~fJGG~Jt]ff.Y Ffr~~-cl'ZsP~~ 
cilities and best of teachers. Address with stamp 
for retmn postage. 

FATH:ERS 
OF THill 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION ~~TH~ PA~ISH ::_~;~H,c~;Y,, 
WEBSTER CA-TH·UtiC. CHURCH 

BY ELDER:E: J. WAGGONE!t. 

History repeats itself, because human nature Is 
'the same in: all ages of the w0rld. Hence, he who , 
:would know how to avoid error In the future must 
know how errors have developed in the past. The 
"Fathers 'of the Catholic Church" shows the con
dition of. the beathel\ world at the time of Christ, 
briefly stares the pl'!nciples of ancient heathen 
philosophy, and shows how the adoption of these 
·pl'!nciplt;os by promiljent men In the church, and 
the' incautions lowering of the st.andard of pt1re 
Christianity, developed the. Papacy1 which was 
simply a new phase of paganism. !1; shows that 
by the ·time of Constantine .every phllse of the 
Papacy was fully de"~Celoped, and was only waiting 
for supreme power. The chapter on 

SUN-WORSHIP AND SUNDAY 

. is alone worth the price of the book. Fine English 
, cloth, subStantially bound, contains about 400 
pages, and, will be. Se):lt post'paid at the .nominal 
price of $1.00. · 

PACIFiC PRESS PUBLISHING co., 
4-3 •BoNn 'STREET, N.ow YanK, 

--~'-------~~--

THE KALE I DOS COPE 
CONDUCTED BY TH!Jl STUPENTS OF SOU'l'H LAN

.CASTER ACADEMY. 

Published monthly from· January until May, 
and from September until December, at Sixty
five CentS per· Year of Nine Months. 

five-Month -Trial Subscriptions 
FROM JANUARY TILL MAY, 1890. 

The pape•· will b~ sent on tria.! five months, 
c0mmencmg with the January number, for thirty
five cents.. we shall send out a number of sam
ple copies, .to persons whose Sllbscriptions ·we 
hope to secure, either for the year or by 'this 
five-month arrangement. .All subSCl'iptions should 
be addressee\ to · 

EDGAR KELSEY, 
South Lancaster, Mass. 

----""----------------'---

THE- SENTINEL LIBRARY 
A Semi-monthly Publication 

Devoterrto the defense of 

IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 
By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN S.oNTINEL. 

·scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST 

BETWEEN CHUIWII AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIM1', AS PROVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY -FIVE CENTURIES. 

CHAP. I outlines vividly the relation that existed between "Christianity and the Roman Empire." 
CHAP. II distinguishes between "What is due to God and what to Cresar." 
CHAP. III Shows for what purpose the" Powers that Be" are ordained. 
CH~. IV ably discusses "The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who Are Making it." . 
CHAP. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now 

pending in Congress. 
CHAP. VI is devoted to the "Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in th0 

Nineteenth." 
Chap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced . 

· These chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United Siateo 
which are prmted in Appendices 0 and D, Inake this treatise INDISPENSABLE TO EVERY LOVElt OF 
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBER'l'Y. 

CIVIL COVERNMENT AND RELICION 
Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 25 Cents; and in 

German, 228 Pages; Price 35 Cents. 

MILLIONS OF COPIES 
Should be Placed in .the Hands of Thinking .People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position 

American Citizens should Sustain Towm·cl the Effort now on Foot to 

O!t OAKLAND, CAL. 

Secure Religions Legislation. Address, 

PACiriC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK, 

TEN LECTURES 
ON 

NASAL CATARRH 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye; and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

J,fedical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Sttrgical 
Sanitarium in the World. AMERICAN I NSTITUTI,ONS 

And the Preservation of the 

UNITED STATES OON_STITUTlON 
AS IT IS. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis
,pieceand SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
, illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

TERMS,. 75. CENTS .PER YEAR. 

Paclflo Press Publishing Co., 
43 :B<?ND S'l'!Ulli!T., Nl!lW YoaK. Or 0ARLANP, CAL. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 Bo~m S'l'ItEJJ:T, N:mw Yo~K, 

3000.more Words and nearly 2000 more Illustra
tions than any other American Dictionary. 

WEBSTER IS THE STANDARD 
Authority in the Gov•t, Printing Office, and with 
the U. S. Supreme Court. It is recommended 
by the State Sup'ts of Schools in 36 States and 
by leading College Pres'ts of U. S. and Cana'da. 

It is an invaluable companion in every School 
and at every Fireside. 

Sold by a!! Booksellers. Pa!Jlphlet free. 
G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub'rs, Springfield, Mass. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 
Neat, cheap, serviceable. They perfectly 5ecur<" 

pen or pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall 
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at
tached to any part of the clothing. A small invest
ment will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. 

PRICES. 

No, 1. Russia leather, for~ pens , . • , lOe. 
No. 2. Russia leather for, 3 pens . . . 15c. 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. '"e gua~antee 

these pockets superior in every particular to shn
ilat· styles formerly sold and still offered at much 
higher prices. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BoND S·~aEET, NEW YortK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

PACIFIC HEALTH JOURNAL 
AND 

TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE 

A THIRTY-TWO ·PAGE MONTHLY M<loGAZINE, devoted 
to the dissemination of true temperance 'princi
ples, and insil'Uction in the art of preserving 
health. It is emphatically 

A JOURNAL FOR THE PEO~LE, 

Dontaining what. everybody wants to know, and 
is thoroughly practical. Its range of subjects is 
unlimited, embracing everything that in any way 
affects the health. Its· articles being. short and 
pointed, it is specially adapted to farmers, me
chanics, and housekeepers, who have but little 
leisure for reading. lt is just the journal 'that 
every family needs, and may be react with profit 
by all. Price, $1.00 pe;r year, or with the ilOO-p~tge 
premium book-" Practical ]\'[annal of Hygiene 
and Temperance," containing household and cook
ing recipes-post-paid for $1.40. Address, 

PACIFIC HEALTH .JOURNAL, 
OAKLAND, CAL. 



120 THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

NEW YORK, APRIL 10, 1890. 

NOTE.-Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
haviilg ordered it may know that it is sent to ·him by some 
friend, unless plainly. marked "Sample copy." It. is our invari
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by speeial arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they. will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

WE will in our next number give our 
readers some account of the late National 
Reform Convention in Washington City. 

RoMANISM is said to be making consider
able headway in Japan, being favored by 
the emperor because of "its important in
fluence on the civilization of the nation 
over which he rules." 

THE Rome correspondent of the Catho
lic Review states that South America is 
soon to have a Plenary Council of" all its 
Catholic prelates. This simply means 
that Rome, warned by recent events in 
BraziJ, is about to tighten her grip upon 
the entire continent. 

IT seems that strict Sunday observance 
under stress of civillaw is not the sum of 
all virtues, nor even a virtue at all; for 
in Scotland, the country in which they 
have the strictest Sunday laws, the most 
rigidly enforced, illegitimacy is greater 
than in any other civilized country. This 
shows that something more than civil law 
is required to make people moral. 

IT is announced by Mr. Crafts in the 
Christian Statesman of March 20, that :-

The fight against the mighty evils in this country 
seems to many of us an unfinished Waterloo. Rein
forcements from the religious press must come, or 
"night." 

It is to be hoped that that which comes 
to this fight of the American Sabbath 
Union, may be "night," and everlasting 
night at that. 

THE Union Signal speaks of President 
Harrison as "the rulerofforty·four States." 
He is no such thing. He is the servant of 
the people of forty~four States. The peo
ple . are the rulers here, and no counte
naiice should ever be given to those people 
who, imbued with foreign ideas, want to 
teach that those are rulers, who are only 
chosen to execute the will of the people. 
This is sound American doctrine. 

THE National Reform position is that 
Christ is the 'ruler of nations and that the 
moral law is the law of nations. But as 
nations are ruled by men, it follows that 
men must exercise authority in the name 
of Christ a:J?d interpret and administer the 
divine law. And fl,S that law is spiritual, 
\t follows that of nec:ssitymen must rule 

in spiritual things. And that is putting 
men in the· place of God, which is the 
essential principle of the Papacy. Hence 
the principle of National Reform is identi
cal with that of the Papacy. 

AN attorney-at-law in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, says:-

"Some friend of mine is sending me the 
SENTINEL, and I wish to thank him for it. 
You are laboring in the right direction, 
for it is all nonsense, this trying to compel 
people to observe Sunday as a rest-day. 
Have not we, as a Nation, outgrown such 
nonsense? Do not the laboring people 
know when they are tired and need rest, 
without the appointment of the Nation as 
a guardian to tell them when they should 
rest?" 

IN the Methodist ministers' meeting in 
Chicago, on the 31st ult., there was a lively 
discussion on the question of "The Atti· 
tude of Rome toward Our System of Edu
cation." Rev. D. R. Shepard, professor 
of political economy in the N orthvyestern 
University, attacked the parochial-school 
system and said that it appeared to be the 
design of the Catholic Church to incor
porate into the very systems of the chil
dren its dogmas and beliefs. He de
nounced the Romish system of education 
as '' mediawal, inadequate, and weak." 
He thought, however, that there was little 
danger from the fact that the American 
Catholics are not in hearty sympathy- with 
their own system. 

Rev. Mr. Foster took a different· view 
of the matter and asked: '' Does the 
gentleman mean to say that there is no 
danger when we see $12,000,000 poured 
into the coffers of the Roman hierarchy 
in the city of New York alone, to carry on 
the work and the policy of that church?" 
He thought the danger a grave one. 

Dr. W. C. Bennett, professor of the 
Methodist Institute at Evanston, Indiana, 
defended the Catholic Church and de
clared that it did not differ so much from 
the Methodist Church. He said:-

The Catholic Church has been criticised for having 
a supreme head, but the Methodist Church aud every 
other church which is not bound to disintegrate, must 
have a supreme authority, as well as the Catholic 
Church, and it is nonsense to deny it. The only 
difference between our church and the Catholic 
Church on that head is, that the Catholic clergy keep . 
their pledges of obedience to their supreme head better 
than ours do. There a;e so1~1e things, brethren, from 
which we might derive useful lessons, in the Catholic 
Church. 

And this is the attitude of very many 
Protestants. They are learning of Rome. 
There is danger in Romanism in this 
country, but it is more in the fact' that 
Protestants are adopting Romish methods 
than in the aggressions of the Roman 
Catholic Church itself. Rome has ever 
appealed to the civil power for the hEllp 
which she should have sought from the 
great Head of the Church, and the tide 
is setting very strongly in' the same di
rection among American Protestants. 

THE Pennsylvania Miners' Jmtrnal has 
the following excellent item:-

The man who believes in the thorough separation 
of Church 'and State, cannot approve of reading 
the Bible in the public schools. The public scho'ols 
are essentially a part of the State institution. The 
Bible is even more a part of our religious structure. 
Thel!e facts render the two incompatible.under the 
spirit of our Constitution, and make it possible for 
even our most sincere Christians to consider all re
ligious exercises in school, out of place. Religion 
should be taught in the Church and at home, not in 
the schools, Our Constitution guarantees freedom 
of religious faith to all, and we hope the day will 
never come when that guarantee is nullified even 
in the slightest degree. 

It is not alone the fact that the giving-of 
religious instruction by the State is incom
patible with our institutions that should 
cause Christians to consider it "out of 
place." Every Christian should oppose 
even the slightest State interference in 
things religious because such interference 
is an infringement of the rights of con
science. The moment we concede the 
right of the State to ;require the reading of 
·the Scriptures in the public schools, we 
admit its right to introduce any other re
ligious instruction which the majority may 
wish to impose upon the minority. 

The Better Day is a new temperance pa
per published by Funk & W.agnalls, of this 
city. In introducing to the public this 
new journal its publishers say:-

We offer you something new in the history of the 
world. Temperance papers of every style are hap
piiy numerous, and many of the highest ability. 
But never yet has one appeared devoted directly to 
the great work of temperance education, which 
more than all else holds the future. 

The temperance cause has reached a point where 
systematic study of its vast and rich literature is 
imperatively demanded. We propose a course of 
study which. shall do for tempe{ance what the 
Chautauqua course has done for literature and sci
ence. This plan is not partisan nor political, but 
simply an attempt to form an intelligent, public 
sentiment on the subject, on the importance of 
which all friends of temperance are absolutely 
agreed. 

We are most happy that a paper of this 
kind has been started. Such a publication 
is much needed, and if properly conducted 
ought to command a good support. We 
wish The Better Day success in its educa
tional temperance work. And w.e trust 
that it will succeed in avoiding the fate of 
all other so-called temperance papers, 
namely, that of becoming the mere ad
junct of a political party, or the organ of 
an associatiqn or society. 
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THF.ipropo~ed amendment to the Consti
tution of the United . States, offered in 
Congress by Senator Blair, is one of . the 
most. important and perilous propositions 
ever before the American people. It has 
been most . adroitly worded and worked 
thus far. • ·It is a most outrageous 
attempt to· despoil the arduous yet glori
ous work of our forefathers in forming 
a Government under which men could 
"serve God acco;rding to tho dictates of 
their: own consciences." It proposes the 
union..of Church and State, and that the 
schools of each State shall teach a religion 
in: conformity with this amendment to the 
FedeiaJ C01istitution. This would not 
q:tily o.pe;n .the gateway to the barren fields 
of atheism and infidelity but would cause 
millions to enter. The fittest place for 
religion is .in tho human heart, ~ind not in 
a written Constitution. Its alliance with 
polit~dal . power for despotic legislation 
will never. make men religious; it may 
thus make cringing cowards; hypocrites, 
and superstitious slaves of men, but never 
a grateful ai1d grand Christian.- JVelcome. 
Tidings, Elizabethtown, Ky. 

T:S:E organ of the American Sabbath 
Union. s<ty~ :-
. Judge H1itch1ns, acting police inagistrate:, Cleve

land, (>hii), l'ecentlydischargedBarber Charles Schu
le.r,. one· of, the ·weddell House men arrested in 
J::tnum~y fo~ violatil).g the State law against common 
l~bor .on Sunday, on the groundth:it Sunday shav
ifig 1s. a work of uecetJsity. It is expected that all 
the hotel barber .shOps, and inost of the others whose 
praprt~tors ·do not favor Sunday closing, will be 
throwp., op¢n S\lnday, as, the barbers are satisfied that 
~o convictions can follow their arrest for violating 
either the l'itat!illaw or city ordinanc'e upon the sub-
.if'•t' '. . . ' 

:'his is a little ~ore liberal than the de-

NEW YORK, APRIL 17, 1890. 

cisions of some of the southern courts. 
In Tennessee and several other southern 
States quiet, inoffensive men have been 
fined and imprisoned for no other offense 
than that of working upon Sunday for the 
support of their families, and that after 
having conscientiously kept the seventh 
day according to the strict letter of the di
vine law. If shaving is a work of neces
sity in Ohio, certainly the cutting of wood 
ought to be a work of necessity in Georgia, 
and plowing corn ought not to be a pun
ishable offense in 'l'ennessee. The whole 
thing goes to show the injustice of treat
ing as a crime on Sunday that which 
would be considered perfectly proper and 
even commendable upon any other day. 

An Interesting Letter. 

HERE is a letter that explains itself. 
The California whence it is written is not 
the State of California, but the post-office 
of that name in Michigan. The ladies of 
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
are ever welcome to a hearing in oui· 

columns. 
California, March 11, 1890. 

EDITOl~ AMERICAN SENTINEL:-

your paper has become of late a regular visitor 
in my home, coming fron1 some unknown source, 
and I cannot refrain from expressing my astonish
ment and righteous indignation at the misleading 
statements and false charges made against the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, in your 
issue of Feb. 13. In your statement that "the 
directors of the Young Men's Christian Association 
of Milwaukee gave formal notice to the W. C. T. U. 
that they could no longer have the use of their 
building for the reason that having allied them
selves with the Prohibition party they must be 
treated as other political organizations are, " you 
have purposly or otherwise omitted the most im
portant fact concerning that action of whiCh I can· 
not think you were ignorant. 

Why did you not, like an honest man, give the 
real true reason for such action. Which was that 
they (the directors) were instigated to this deed by 
brewers who contributed to the building fund ? 

You could not have done this and then addedail 
you did, ''The management of the Y. M. C. A. . 
which through all the ups and downs of the day has 
kept it straight on its Christian course clear of a.ll 

NUMBER 16. 

entanglements, is worthy of the highest admiration 
on the part of everybody, as it has it on the part 
of the AmERICAN SENTINEL." It is-only an evidence 
of recieving bad dollars for a good object, and that 
never yet won the approval of Gocl or the admira
tion of good men, your statement to tho contrary 
nevertheless, and I am grieved to sec a professedly· 
Christian paper express their ''admiration" of tt 

deed that was instigated-and accomplished by tho 
saloon element. You say further, '' The W. C. T. U. 
has ceased to be anything but a political club, and 
its work anything less than a continuous political 
campaign." It is certainly tho duty of people who 
make such grave charges, either to prove them or 
in honor cease to slander the brave organization 
that stands by the work of temperance reform un
stampeded. This charge you cannot substantiate 
by any word or act upon record. The W. C. 'f. U. 
is organized mother love seeking to promote the 
intereets of home and all that a Christian wife and 
mother holds sacred and dear-working with a 
determination that yields to no discouragement for 
the suppression of all that is impure and unholy, 
and for the advancement of all that is pure and 
true and good. In calmly reflecting upon your 
statement, from a personal knowledge of, and a 
long identification with, the work of theW. C. T. U. 
I am forced to one of these conclusions-that you 
arc totaly ignorant regarding the ·work of the 
W. C. T. U. or you are wholly in sympathy witli 
the saloon. 

vV as it the work of a "political campaign " or 
was it divine love that nerved the heart and brain 
of Mrs. Mary Hunt to labor and cease not until she 
had brought State and National protection to the aid 
of 12,000,000 of the children of our public schools, 
in securing in twenty-six States and Territories a 
Scientific Temperance Instruction law? Is the sup 
prel5sion of impure literature and the law5 forbidding 
the sale of tobacco and cigarettes, to minors, the 
work of a "political campaign ? " 

Look at the record of the work of the vV. C. T. U. 
among the railroad employes, the soldiers and 
sailors, the lumbermen; the work of the Flower 
Mission ; ask the men in the jails and prisons of 
its influence upon them and then answer 1 We do 
not claim anything to boast of in our work, but 
very much to thank God for. In our own State 
during the past year, we have supported two 
missionaries in the lumbe1: camps. The men have 
become. acquainted with the name and Work of our 
organization. One fellow said to the missionary, 
who asked him to sign the pledge, "Yes, I'll sign 
it and keep it too, for the W. C. T. U. is the only 
organization that thinks we poor fellows have 
souls." Is this and kindred work among the in
mates of our jails, and prisons, and almshouses, that 
has been blessed of God to hundreds of souls the 
work of a ''political campaignf " If you so regal'd 
it, your ideas of a political campaign must be ya_stly 
different from thooe of the P.lajority of politicians. 
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Will you, as an honest man and a Christian, 
withdraw the base and false accusation, or will you 
stand with those who foster and protect the saloon 
with all its attendant misery and crime? Your 
statement is -nothing less than a wicked and ma
liCious slander of theW. C. T. U.-an organization 
which has for its chief object, the -education of 
the whole people in the principles of Bible temper· 
ance and total abstinence and the ultimate over
throw of the saloon upon which the curse of God 
rests. 
: I ask you now, will you look at the reco~d of 

work done by any one of all of th,eforty different 
departments of the Union in the past year, or any 
year of, their existence which by the blessing of 
God has resulted in the conversion of many souls 
in this and foreign lands, and then say wherein 
it has been of the nature of a political campaign ? 

If_ you can say one word in defense of .-or 
proof of your statement, 1 shall be glad to hear 
from you. If you cannot, your Christian integrity 
is at stake and demands a retraction of your state
ment which is wholly devoid of truth as regards 
the work of the W. 0. T. U. I ask ·only what is 
just and right. 

Refusal or failure to do this will be sufficient 
evidence that you cannot, or will not, and that yciur 
influence and sympathy are given to perpetuate the 
saloon. Respectfully, 

s. L. JEFFERS. 

This letter we willingly print. It is 
plain and to the point. We have not space 
to reply in detail, to all the statements 
made, but the principal ones we will notice. 

First, in regard to the Milwaukee affair, 
this letter contains the first and only in
timation that we have had that the Yoi:mg 
Men's Christian Association, of Milwau
kee, was instigated in that matter by the 
brewers. And this statement should be 
supported by proofs. As it stands we say 
plainly that we do not believe it. 

There are two reasons why we do not 
believe it. First, we are not ready to 
believe such a statement as that concern
ing the Young Men's Christian Associa
tion upon ex parte statements, unsupported 
by any proofs whatever. ~Secondly, be
cause the thing is improbable in itself, 
from the simple fact that a party con
tributing to the building fund of an as
sociation does not secure a shadow of 
authority or right to control the actions 
of that association. I may contribute to 
the building of a church or hall, as many 
people do, yet that gives me no right ever 
to have any voice in the control or use of 
sucl,l building. In such cases, contrib
utors, as such, have no moral right to any 
control in the matter, and it is certain 
that they have no legal right. And 
therefore to believe that the directors of 
the Young Men's Christian Association 
"were instigated to this deed by. the 
brewers who contributed to the building 
fund," is to go directly in the face of all 
moral.and legal probability. 

For this reason we say to the writer of 
this letter,-and we say it respectfully,
that we do not believe that the statement 
-given is the '' true reason" for this action. 
Ifshe has proofs to show that it is so, we 
will gladly print them, if she will send 
them to us. 

. We do not believe that the saloon ele-

ment controls, or can control, the Young 
Men's Christian Association in any matter. 
And although this lady may be "grieved" 
to have us say so, and to express our 

. admiration of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, it seems to us that she ought 
to be no less grieved to give her authority 
to a charge which involves the Young 
Men's Christian Associ!ltion in the control 
of the saloon element. To us that seems 
to be a much more serious charge than 
to say .that the Woman's- Christian Tem
perance Union is a political club. 

This brings us to the second, and in 
fact the main point. And that is, that 
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
is political. We agree with the writer 

. of this letter that it is the duty of those 
who make charges to prove them. And 
it is the settled policy of the SENTINEL to 
make no charges which it is not able to 
prove to the satisfaction of all fair minded 
people. 

But says the writer, "This charge you 
cannot substantiate by any word or act 
upon record." Well that depends. We 
have some records, and we shall quote 
from them statements that show that 
there is at least some basis for the state
ment which we made. In the minutes of 
_the New York convention printed in the 
Union Signal of November 8, 1888, there 
is this statement:-

Chairman Dickey appeaTed before the conven
tion, and asked that Miss WiHard be permitted or 
instructed to sit as a counseling member of the 
Prohibition Executive Committee. She was so in
structed by the convention. 

Now the Prohibition party is political 
and nothing else. Its executive commit.tee 
is a political body only. That body exists 
only for political purposes, and its mem
bers are such only for political purposes. 
Their counsels are nothing but political 
counsels. Therefore when the convention 
instructed its President to sit as a counsel
ing member o£ the Prohibition executive 
committee, that convention did by that 
action distinctly commit itself to political 
action and alliance; and it did thereby 
make itself political. · 

Notice, the convention was asked that 
Miss Willard "be permitted orinstructed," 
etc., and '' she was instructed." If she 
had ·been but permitted, no one could 
justly attach any more weight to it than 
to any other individual and voluntary ac
tion; but_ when the choice between these 
two steps was open to the convention, 
and the convention chose the stronger 
action and distinctly instruded its presi
dent to sit as a counseling member of the 
executive committee of the Prohibition 
party, that action became the action of 
the convention, and as certainly made 
the National Union political as any action 
could possibly do. 

Again, in the minutes of. the sam-e cpn
vention,. we find that an important delega
tion so fully. understood that the national 
body is. political, that it presented a me-

morial asking the National Convention to 
compel the State Unions to conform to the 
national body in this. 

The _- Illinois Union, by its president, 
Mrs. Louiie S. Rounds, presented a memo
rial i:ti which is the followingstatement :-

We further believe that the pledge you gave the 
Prohibition party • • • _ by such an overwhelming 
majority, gave to you as a logical sequence, a po
litical policy, which no member of your honorable 
body has the right to antagonize. 

We believe precisely with the Illinois 
Union. We believe that the pledge 
which the National Union gave to the 
Prohibition party, and the alliance with 
that party which the National Union still 
holds, did give to the National Union as a 
logical sequence a political policy, and 
thereby made it a political organization. 
We believe that the Illinois Union was 
then considered loyal, and that it is still 
so to the National Union. Why then, 
should we be so harshly reproved for be
lieving and saying the same thing that 
the Illinois Union itself believed and said. 

Again, in that same convention, Mrs. 
Lathrap said in her speech that the W o
man's Christian Temperance Union "is 
political." Again, we ask why should we 
be so chastised for saying o£ the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union what so 
prominent a representative, in open con
vention, said of it ? 

Once more, in the National Convention 
of the National Union held in Nashville, 
Tennessee, 1887, of which we have also an 
official copy of the minutes, the following 
words were spoken in the President's an
nual address:-

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union, lo
cal, State, National, and world-wide, has· one vital, 
organic thought, one all-absorbing purpose, one un
dying enthusiasm, and it is that Christ shall be this 
world's king. Yea, verily, THIS WORLD's king in its 
realm of cause and effect; king of its courts, its 
camps, its commerce; king of its colleges and 
cloisters; king of its customs and its constitutions. 
Not a king who hears the Nation praising him far 
off from the lips outward but one who, dwelling in 
their hearts, radiates his presence into their daily 
doings, and make his word as much the text-book 
of their daily lives, as the multiplication table is of 
their business transactions. The kingdom of Christ 
is no poetic fancy with us white ribboners; no mys
tic dream. It is a solid sphere of fact. . . . . The . 
kingdom of Christ must enter the realm of law 
through the gateway of politics; as one of our own 
has said. -

Now as the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union, local, State, National, and 
world-wide has but the one purpose, the 
one thought, and that an "all-a.bsorbing 
one," of making Christ this world's king; 
as that kingdom is '' a solid sphere of 
fact," and must enter the realm of law 
through the gateway of politics; then 
there is no other conclusion, than that the 
one organic thought and all-absorbing 
purpose :of the Woman's Christian Tern-. 
perance. Union, local, State, National,_ and 
world-wide, is political. This is the truth, 
it is political. 

We know that the Union "through its 
forty departments" does much good. we 
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never thought of denying th~t. By this 
it has gained its power and influence. 
And upon this in strictness of truth we 
are compelled to make a statement that 
cannot be successfully denied, that is, that 
the influence which the National Union 
has gained by all these different lines of 
work, is used only for a political purpose. 
Instead of that influence being used to 
glorify Jesus Christ in a Christian way, it 
is used to glorify the Union and especially 
its leadership in a worldly, ambitious, and 

.· political way. 
.We believe that the evidence here given 

is sufficient to convince fair-minded peo
ple that 011.r statement that the Woman's 
(Jhdstian Temperance Union is political, 
was ndt wicked, nor malicious, nor slan
qerous; We merely stated what the rec
ords of the Union state; we only said 
what ·they say. Yet we are somewhat in 

. doubt· whether it will convince the writer 
of this)etter or perhaps other members of 
t:he; U~ion;; l:!ecause their ideas· of what 
is political are different :from those which 
are co:tnmonly !'lupposed to be conveyed 
by that word. It seems as though every 

• thing .that they do is counted religious. 
That. which,. to others is political, to them 
is. religious. · For instance, Mrs. Gougar 
was once making a regular campaign 
Prohibition speech. In the speech she 
persona.lly called the name of a certain 
person. That person demanded to be 
heard in reply. He was prosecuted for 
disturbing a religious meeting. When 
such things as this are held to be relig
ious, then it is hard to convince those who 
so hold, that anything is political. But 
even this refuge .cannot protect them from 
the force of truth7 because such a " relig
ion" as that is political, and that only: 
Npt orily this, but wherever and wh~n
ever religion is connected with politics, 
that religion is political. Any religion 
which claims or uses political influence or 
politicalpower, is political, and that only. 

All tp.is is s.poken of the National Wo
man's phristian. Temperance Union as a 
body. We believe that there are con
nected with that body many individual 
humble Christian women, who do their 
Christian work in a Christian way, are 
content with that, and are grieved with 
the ways of the leadership and the body 
of the Union, who so persistently continue 
their political course. We know a num
ber of such women who have separated 
themselves from the Union for this very 
reason. 

We have not said any of these things 
out of enmity to the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, and no fair-minded 
reader of the SENTINEL can justly accuse 
us of being· a friend of the saloon. We 
.have said these things simply ~n criticism 
of. the political course of the Union. 

Let the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union honestly be what its name demands 
that it shall be, that is, Christian. l.et it 
work for Chdsti1:11n temperance, in a Chris· 

tian way. The influence which it may 
gain by such 'Christian conduct let it use 
for the glory of Jesus Christ, and the . 
honor of the Christian name. Let it do 
this and it will find no better friend in this 
world than the AMERICAN SENTINEL: but 
so ,Jong as it calls itself political and acts 
accordingly ; so long as it seeks by alliance 
with the National Heform Association, the 
American Sabbath Union, and other 're
ligio-political organizations, in the effort 
to secu.re control of the civil power to en
force religious observances ; so long as it 
works for Sunday laws ; so long as it en
dorses, and calls for the adoption of, a re
ligious amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States; so long as it holds that 
Jesus Christ shall be "this world's king;" 
so long as it holds the· kingdom of Christ 
to be political and attempts to establish it 
by political means; just so long, and in all 
these things, will the AMERICAN SENTINEL 
criticise its methods, and oppose its work-
ings, and denounce its aims. A. T. J. 

The Washington National Reform Con
vention. 

APRIL 1 to B, there was held in Lincoln 
Music Hall, in Washington City, a ses
sion of the National Heform Associa
tion, and in connection with it a " N a
tional Conference on the Christian Princi
ples of Civil Government." This meeting 
was called for the purpose of creating a 
sentiment in Washington which it was 
hoped might influence legislation in the 
direction of so-called National Heform. 
The plans laid for the Conv@lltion were 
broad, and neither labor nor money was 
spared to make it a success. Fifteen 
thousand personal invitations to attend 
the meeting were issued, seven thousand 
being to residents of the city; and an 
appeal was published in the Christian 
Statesman asking the various churches, 
Sunday schools, and Christian Endeavor 
Societies throughout the country to send 
delegates, and a large attendance was 
expected. But much to the chagrin 
of the managers their expectations were 
not realized. Few delegates came, a~d 
the attendance throughout was small, the 
largest evening audience falling below 
four hundred, while the number at the 
forenoon and afternoon meetings was 
generally as low as forty; and never, I 
feel sure, reached one hundred. 

At the first meeting nearly four hundred 
seats were reserved for delegates, and 
ushers were in att~ndance to see that they 
were not occupied by mere visitors. But 
there was no danger of this, for not to 
exceed forty persons were present, includ
ing four reporters and the .officers of the 
,Association. The result was that after 
waiting thirty minutes for the expected 
delegates the chairman invited all present 
to occupy the front seats. It was much 
the same the first evening. Visitors were 
a-gain told that the same seats were re. 

served for delegates, but as the entire 
audience would have filled but little more 
than half the reserved seats, the effort to 
seat four hundred imaginary delegates 
wa~ abandoned, and nothing more was 
said about any seats being reserved. 

The disappointment of the managers at 
the meager attendance was plainly mani
fest, and in making an appeal for money 
to aid in paying the rent of the large hall 
secured, Dr. McAllister took occasion to 
explain that it is exceedingly difficult to 
get people out to such meetings in Wash
ington, and that in Pittsburgh and Phila
delphia they had no difficulty in filling 
large halls with interested audiences. In 
private conversation Hev. M. A. Gault 
told . the writer that the meeting had not 
been properly advertised, and when re
minded that seven thousand invitations 
had been issued in the city alone, he said, 
"Yes, but the ministers did not announce 
it from their pulpits." It is true that the 
ministers of the . city took no part in the 
convention; and so far as I was able to 
learn only one of them was present, and 
he at only one meeting. 

The usual line of argument was fol
lowed in the various papers read, and in 
the speeches made. The National He
formers have, however, learned wisdom 
from experience, and in this meeting they 
carefully avoided utterances which could 
be easily turned against them. Notl1ing 
was said about the effect the proposed 
amendment would have upon those who 
should refuse to recognize Christ as king, 
or bow to the National Heform interpre
tation of the law of God. No hint of 
banishment or disfranchisement for any 
class was given, as in past meetings, and 
moderation, quiet assurance, and dignity 
ruled throughout. 

As before stated tnere was a '' National· 
Conference on the Christian Principles of 
Civil Government " held in connection 
with the session of the National Reform 
Association. This it seemed was for the 
two-fold object of calling in many who 
have not hitherto been identified with the 
Association, and of avoiding responsibility 
for the utterances of those who had been 
invited to deliver addresses. Indeed it 
was publicly stated that the Association 
would hold itself responsible only for such 
utterances as it saw fit to indorse by 
resolutions. But this separation of the 
Association and the Convention was a 
distinction without much difference. The 
same men managed both, and while there 
was a technical distinction there was prac
tically no difference. 

By far the most able addresses delivered 
were those of Hev. David McAllister, 
D.D., LL.D., and Mrs. Mary T. Lathrap, 
president of the Michigan Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union. Dr. McAllister's 
subject was, "The Secular Theory of the· 
State." His argument was fallacious, as all 
such arguments must of necessity be, but 
wa~ well calculated to decl;live tho~e wb.P 
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have never given the subject careful con
sideration. In only one particular did he 
overreach and pregent an argument which 
did not appear as a candid statement of 
his real convictions. This was an attempt 
to show that it is the secular theory rather 
than the National Reform theory which 
would lead to a union of Church and 
State. To prove this he stated that " the 
secular papers are beginning to publish 
editorials demanding State aid for Sab
bath schools." This he insisted is but the 
legitimate result of denying the right of 
the State to give religious instruction. 
'' It must be given," he said, '' for the 
preservation of the Nation; and since the 
State is, accmding to ·the secular theory, 
incompetent to give it, the Church must 
do it; and the State must give financial 
aid in order that it may be done." This 
remarkable doctrine he gave his hearers 
to understand had been advocated by 
" secularists in secular papers." The fact 
is that ·the only suggestion of the kind 
made was by the :Mail and Express of 
New York, a paper which is in sympathy 
with everything looking in the direction 
of State interference in matters of religion. 
It is hard therefore to believe that in this 
thing the doctor was entirely honest either 
with himself or with his audience. 

Mrs. Lathrap's address was on the sub
ject of '' Christian Politics," and was, 
from her standpoint, a scathing arraign
ment of the ministry and church member
,ship of this country for want of Chris
tian consistency in poHtics. Of course 
much that she said was excellent. N a
body denies that it is the duty of Chris
tians. to act conscientiously in every de
partment of life; but the conclusion that 
Christians ought to insist tha.t the Gov
m;nment, which belongs to the whole 
people, shall be moulded {l,Ocording to 
their ideas, and that certain things ought 
io, be fOTbidden becal\SO they are not 
Christian, ~md certain other things re
quired; because they (lre Christian, is most 
mischievous. The writm· believes that 
the traffic in intoxicating liquws to be 
used as beverages ought to be abolished; 
but not because it is mm;ally wro:ng.. It 
is morally wrong; but so. are many other 
things which the civil law could not pos
sibly reach, and with which nobody pre
tends to say that it should deal. 

But it is a very easy thing to show that 
the liquor traffic is a menace to the peace 
and good order of the State, a constant 
danger to the citi~en, the cause of most of 
the crime, that it fills our hospitals, poor
houses, and prisons, and that it indirectly 
levies tribute upon every tax-payer. 
These facts constitute a sufficient reason 
W}lJ the traffic should be prohibited; and 
they are the reasons which should govern 
the State in dealing with it. The State 
cannot undertake to prohibit and punish 
sin against God; it can of right take cog
nizance only of those acts which injure in 
person, property, or reputation those 

whom the State is bound to protect. This 
is the secular, the .American theory of 
government, and to abandon it in the sup
posed interest of prohibition is a grievous 
mistake; it both hinders prohibition and 
threatens the religious liberty of every 
citizen. It is at this point that the women 
of the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union go astray. The original purpose 
of that organization was to accomplish a 
Christian work by Christian means, to 
inculcate and encourage Christian tem
perance in the individual, to reform men 
and women by bringing them to Christ. 
But all this is now changed. While much 
was accomplished by Christian effort the 
rising tide of iniquity was not stayed, and 
so appeal has been made to the State to 
aid them, not in protecting the civil rights 
of citizens, not to prevent the husband 
and father from beggaring his wife and 
children, not to say that the saloon keeper 
shall not drug and rob his victim, not to 
say that men shall not ruin their fellows 
mentally and physically, to then cast them 
out as paupers or criminals to be sup
ported by the State, not to protect life 
and property, but to prevent sin against 
the moral Ruler of the universe and to 
punish infractions of the law of God. It 
is thus that a most excellent Christian 
organization has become the annex of a 
political party to be manipulated by pol
iticians for the accomplishment of party 
ends. 

One feature pf the Convention which 
should not be forgotten was its repudia
tion of the " civil Sabbath." It was 
plainly declared in a resolution adopted 
that the Sabbath is not a civil but are
ligious institution, " and that the only 
proper basis for Sabbath legislation is 
the requirement of the divine law." This 
declaration was emphasized by Dr. McAl
lister who said that to admit the civil 
basis for Sabbath laws was to admit 
the right of the State to fix a day inde
pendent of the law of God. " This," 
said he, "we cannot do, for should the 
majority change they might change the· 
day and we can observe only the first day, 
for we believe 'that it is the day that God 
requires us to keep." This shows the 
Doctor's utter disregard of the rights of 

· conscience for those who differ from him 
in regard to the day required in the 
divine law. He,demands of the seventh
day keeper a surrender which he himself 

, waU:ld not make were the State to choose 
; a day ather than Sunday and require its 

observance as a Sabbat}:l~ either "civil" 
or otherwise. 

But this article is 'already too long, and 
further particulars concerning this meet
ing must be,given at another time. 

C. P. BOLLMAN. 

SAID the apostle Paul to the Corinthians : 
"Not that we have dominion [lordship] 
over your faith, but are helpers of your 
joy; for by faith ye stand." 2 Cor. 1:24. 

"Shall Christ Be King of the Nation?" 

THIS is the title of a production by 
Jenny Bland Beauchamp, which we find 
in the Union Signal of· February 6, 1890. 
It is rich in sense and in nonsense, and the 
two are about equally divided, with a 
third portion which strongly bears toward 
that which is worse than nonsense. It 
begins by saying that "every loyal Chris
tian heart must answer this question in 
the affirmative," which is not true. Christ 
never will be king of this Nation, nor of 
any other nation except that ·'holy nation" 
which he will redeem from among the 
unholy nations of which this is one. Then 
she inquires, "But in what sense will 
Christ be king of the Nation ? and pro
ceeds to answer her question thus:-

The proud, world-renowned city of Florence, at 
one time, moved by. the eloquence of Savonarola, 
actually elected Jesus Christ king of Florence. 
They did it by a fair count and a free vote, just as 
a nation would declare its allegiance to a foreign 
prince. They had dethroned the perfidious Medici, 
and, removing the shields of the King of France 
and the Pope of" Rome, placed .the name of Jesus 
on a tablet over the entrance into the palace. Did 
that make him king of Florence ? 

Would it make Jesus king of America to put 
his name on the tablet of our Constitution ? Jesus. 
himself rejects such hypocriSy, saying, " Why call 
ye me Lord I Lord I and do not the things I com
mand ?" We could not make him king of America 
by making the distinctively New Testament laws 
civil laws. The distinctively New Testament laws 
are baptism, and the Lord's Supper, and laws in 
regard to church order and church officers. The 
laws primarily founded upon the decalogue are 
not distinctively New Testament laws; nor is the 
new commandment, " ye shall love one another," 
for the Saviour tells us this is a brief compendium 
of the moral law. Nor can we make him king of 
this Nation· by incorporating the morality of the 
gospel into. our civil code. For instance, how 
could we convict and punish a man for what the 
Saviour defines the crime of adultery ? The laws of 
Christ were made for a spiritual kingdom, and 
could not possibly be executed by a civil magistrate. 
Jesus was an obedient subject of the Hebrew com
monwealth, pa.id his taxes, fled when the Jews 
would have made him a king, and refused to sup
port his authority by the secular sword. 

vVe do n,ot worship a dead Christ. Jesus liYeS 
and is 'to-day more intimately connected with the 
affairs of the nations than when he walked the 
hills of Judea. H-e is not here in person, but the 
Church is here to represent his body. He has not 
changed his idea in regard to secular matters, so 
the Church should not accept any civil authority. 
We are all agreed on that point. All nations are 
to be given' to Christ; Jesus is going to reign over 
the hearts of his people through the gospel. 

Now this is sense, and it is good sense 
too. There is more good, sound, genuine 
sense in that than we have seen from Na

. tional Reform or Union Signal sources 
since-well, we don't know when. 

Next we print the portion which im
mediately follows the above and it runs 
thus:-

The gospel will supersede the law, i. e. the moral 
law, and our civil code is primarily based upon this. 
The gospel will so permeate the masses as to be a 
control~ing factor in government. The gospel 
contains all the morality of the decalogue. If the 
law compels one to go a mile, a free man in Christ 
Jesus will go two. If it takes away his coat he 
will let it have his cloak too. He will do this 
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because of the abounding love in his heart. So far 
from, injuring his neighbor he. will seek in all 
possible ways to bless and benefit mankind. The 
gospel will oring in the universal reign of_ love. 
Love not only fulfills the law but in its beneficence 
goes far beyond it. · 

Now this is wors~ than nonsense. The 
idea that the gospel shall supersede the 
moral law is destructive of the moral law, 
of morality, and even of the gospel itself. 
The gospel is ordained to· maintain the 
integrity of the moral law, and yet enable 
God to save th·e transgressor of the law. 
The gospel is ordained that God may be 
just mid yet the justifier of the unjust 
whd believe in J esns Christ, who is the 
enioodiment of the gospel. The gospel 
is deClared; to be "the power of God unto 

. salvation to every one that believeth." 
.That S:=).lvation is salvation from sin but 
sin is defiP,ed by the word of God to be 
"the transgression of the law." The 
gospel, being ordained to save men from 
th~ ·transgression of the law, would be 
robbed of all its force if 'the law be super
seded which points out the sin. Again 
it is writt~n, "By the law is the lmowl
edge of. sin." The gospel, being the 
power of God to save from sin, would be 
robbed of all its force if the law be super"" 
seded by which alone is the knowledge 
of sin. Once more, it is written, "Where 
no law is ·there is no transgression," and 
"sin is not imputed when there is no 
law." Now, by any means to supersede 
or take away the law is to take away all 
transgression or imputation of sin, which 
at once nullifies tho gospel; because it is 
alone the remedy for sin, and is the 
power of ·God unto salvation from sin. 
If there be no sin there can be no gospel. 
To offer pardon to the innocent, is an im
position and an insult; and therefore any 
proposition to supersede the law by the 
gospel, or by any other means, is worse 
than nonsense, because it ·strikes at the 
foll:p.dation of God's throne which is justice 
and judgment, and so uproots all mor
ality. God is the source of morality, the 

. foundation of his throne is justice and 
judgment; and the gospel is ordained in 
order that he might be just and yet the 
justifier of him who believeth in Jesus. 

The last sentence, "Love not only ful
fills the law, but in its beneficence goes 
far beyond it," is worse ''than nonsense 
because it is an insult to the law of God 
and to its Author. It is written, "Love 
is the fulfilling of the law." That law 
being supreme, and love being the ful
fillment of it, it is impossible for love to 

·go beyond it to any degree whatever; for 
wherever· genuine love ·is, it is nothing 
less than the expression of the law, the 
fulfillment of which is love. More than 
this; the law of God is but the expression 
of his will. It is only the reflection of his 
character; And ''God is love." To say, 
then, that love goes far beyo11d the law 
which is. ~ut the reflecticm ·of the mind 
and<will of him who is Jove; is to say 

· that love goes far beyond God, and that 

is to deny God, and is not far removed 
from blasphemy, even though we wot 
that through ignorance she said it. 

The next portion of this production is 
as follows:-

When men are holy, wars will cease, litigations 
will cease. The criminai officers will lose their 
occupation, for there will be no civil offenses. The 
secular sword will rust in its sheath. Jails and 
penitentiaries will stand open for want of an in
mate. The judge will convene the court only to 
find nothing on the docket. The State, rid of the 
depredations of evildoers, will be free to work out 
her mission on a higher plane. She will expend 
her wealth and her energies in directing and en
nobling her people-in eduoating the young, in 
improving and beautifying the public domain, in 
fulfilling her beneficent mission among the nations. 
Then our temples of justice will be converted into 
temples of love. The reign of love will actuallv 
supersede the reign of law. Then will Christ be 
the king of this Nation and the civil power, ac
knowledging his allegiance, will exclaim with the 
apostate Julian, "Oh, Gaiiiiean, thou hast con
quered!" 

That is considerably mixed. It is true 
that when men, if it be all men, are holy, 
wars will cease and litigation will cease. 
But the time will never come in this 
world when that will be so. The Script
ures declare that when this world ends, 
multitudes of men will yet be wicked, 
and will then be destroyed because they 
are wicked. When all the holy people 
shall be gathered unto the kingdom of 
God there will be neither criminal officers 
nor civil offenses. There will be no sec
ular sword to rust in its sheath even if 
there were a sheath. There will be neither 
jails nor penitentiaries to stand open. 
There will be neither earthly judge nor 
earthly court. There will be no State to 
have a m~ssion, nor to have money, nor to 
educate the young, nor will there be a 
"public domain." The reign of love will 
never supersede the reign of the law, be
cause the expression of the supreme law is 
love itself. Christ will never be king of 
.this Nation; and though the civil power 
should acknowledge such allegiance and 
make such an exclamation, it would not be 
-true in any such sense as is here conveyed . 

Besides this, Julian was- no more of an 
:apostate than were Constantine and his 
"pious sons" and many.others of that ilk 
whom we might name. And more than 
-this, Julian never exclaimed, " Oh, Gal
lilean, thou hast conquered !" 

The last of the article is as follows:-
So Christ will become king of this Nation, not 

by putting his name in the Constitution, nor by 
making New·Testament laws the fundamental laws 
-of the land, nor by turning court-houses into 
·churches, nor magistrates into bishops. His reign 
will not come in by 'civil commotion. It will 
come silently as the clew, and gently as the blessed 
:sunlight. 

" He shall come down like rain upon the mown 
grass ; as showers that water the earth." 

"In his days shall the righteous flourish; and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth." 

In the councils of eternity the Father and the 
Son enterc,d into a covenant called the covenant of 
Tedemption. By virtue of this covenant the Son 
was to niake an atonement for sin by the death on 
the cross, in consideration of which the Father was 
to give him all' tlie nations of the earth. " Ask of 

me and I will give thee the heathen for thine in
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession." 

So the nation that finally rejects his authority is 
doomed to destruction. '' Be wise now therefore, 
oh ye kings; be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and ye perish from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 

The scriptures that are quoted there 
are good, and sound, and true. But all 
of it that is not actual Scripture is actual 
nonsense. And how any one could start 
out with so clear a statement of sound 
sense, as this writer does, and then close 
up with such a medley of bad sense and 
worse doctrine, interlarded with good 
scripture, is a mystery. A. T. J. 

Catholics and Public Schools. 

HuMAN history establishes the fact that 
the civil Government, armed with force, · 
cannot be entrusted with the culture of 
conscience. Any attempt on the part of 
the State to coerce the religious convictions 
of men has ended disastrously, both to the 
State and to religion. Because of the grow
ing recognition of this fact the divorce of 
Church and State is becoming more nearly 
universal. America first embodied this 
principle in a political Constitution, and it 
has more and more found expression in 
our laws and institutions. Any movement, 
then, that would make an alliance between 
Church and State is repugnant. 

If we define education in its broadest 
sense, the respective functions of the Church 
and State in connection with it at once be
comes clear. Education is the development 
and cultivation of the physical, intellect
ual, and religious faculties of man. Tl1e 
State must see to the first two, the Church 
to the last. Their spheres are distinct. 

The effort of the State, then, is for the 
sake of civil unity, to perfect the State on 
the basis of civil rights and science, treat
ing all religious forms and faiths with 
strict impartiality. This at once rolls tho 
whole responsibility of religious culture 
back upon the churches and the family, 
precisely where it justly belongs. Religion 
has been, and should be, entirely disre
garded in our public schools. The State 
cannot attempt religions training. The 
Church must do that, and she must do it 
alone. . 

When the Catholic prelates ask a share 
pro rata of the school fund, they are ask
ing the State to raise money by taxation 
for their parochial schools, that is, for the 
religious education of the young. But this 
is a thing the State cannot do without sur
rendering the well-established basal prin
ciple of the entire separation of Church 
and State. And if this principle be sur
rendered, and an alliance formed between 
the Church and State at this point, there 
is no telling where the end maybe of State 
appropriations to religious objects, or how 
soon the whole foundation of our form of 
government would be weakened or de· 
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stroyed. The true safety of the State re
sides in adhering to the principle of sep
aration, and. therein also lies the true pros-
perity of religion. · · 

But, as a matter of policy, the State must 
not yield an iota in the direction desired 
by our· Catholic friends. For if Catholics 
may have their share of public money for 
religious uses, why not the Episcopalians? 
Why not th~ Baptists ? Wh.Y not each 
of the two hundred different sects and 
factions? Thus the whole school fund 
might be frittered away. .And then what 
would become of the infidels, the atheists, 
the non-church-goers? In short, what 
would be left of our f.r;ee-school system ? 
Instead of yielding a single step already 
gained toward the absolute separation of 
Church and State, it would be infinitely 
better for both civil government and re
·ligion to advance a step onward and tax 
all church properties. 

In the plea made by our Catholic fdends 
then that it is "unfair" and "unjust" 
that they should be taxed to support the 
public schools, while they tax themselves 
to maintain their parochial schools, the 
fallacy is apparent. The parochial schools 
are for religious purposes. That settles 
the whole question, for the State has 
nothing to do with religion, except to. 
protect every o:q.e in the free exorcise 
thereof. If the Catholic Church feels 
that she cannot preserve her youth in the 
faith, except by seven days' teaching in 
the week, she is perfectly free thus to 
teach. No one can criticise her action 
in the matter. But she cannot justly in
voke the aid of the State to help her. 
When the State taxes people for the sup
port of religion then the Catholic Church 
may claim her full share. . When the 
State employs religious teachers in her 
penal institutions then the Catholics in 
them are justly entitled to ministers of 
their own faith. They ought not, in 
justice, to be compelled to attend Prot
estant services. But when the State does 
not attempt religious education it would 
be gross injustice for her to discriminate 
in favor of Catholic schools, or of those 
of any other religious body. Every ob
jectionable text book or teacher in the 
schools should be removed, and the schools 
put upon an absolutely unsectarian basis. 
Thus when the State treats all alike there 
can be no just cry of a lack of fairness 
towardany.-Rev. W. W. Boyd(Baptist)~ 
Newark, N. J. 

Statutory Orthography. 

NoT only has Mr. Lawler, of Chicago, 
introduced a bill providing for the adop
tion of ignorant spelling in the printing of 
public documents, but the House Commit
~tee on Printing is actually to give a hear
ing on the proposition. Congress is going 
into the business of overlooking .American 
citizens with a vengeance. 

What with Blair, Lawler and others 
like them, we ·are in a fair way of being 
brought up by hand, and in a session or 
two we shall ·doubtless have bills intro
duced :regulating the corned-beef hash of 
the breakfast table, as to whether it shall 
be browned or moist i the composition of 

our bean soup, the amusements in which 
we shall indulge and the religious exer
cises in which we shall engage. Bringing 
up bihand is an ancient rite usually very 
disagreeable to the brought-up. 

There was once a young gentleman 
named Pip, whose sister brought him up 
by hand, and the result was that the vic• 
tim became heir to a convict. 'l'here are 
hands and hands, and on the whole we 
think that the Congressional hand is worse 
than Pip's sister's. We want none of it, 
and especially we want the .Anglo-Saxon 
tongue .left to itself, untouched by Lawler 
or his colleagues .. 

We want to be perm:tted to spell in the 
old, hard way, when npelling must be 
either right or wrong. We do not want 
Congre:::s. to mako every man his own 
speller, even if the device should cover up 
a good deal of legislative ignorance.
New York World. 

A Blow at Free Institutions. 

.ANOTHER move has been made upon 
Congress to secure the passage of what 
is euphemistically styled the "Sunday
rest bill." Petitions are being cooked up 
in many portions of the country with the 
same fat:::.l facility that has characterized 
such deceptive devices recently in this 
city, and a number of them have already 
reached the capital, which pu~porl to 
voice public sentiment. This is the most 
insidious and dangerous attempt yet made 
to entangle the Government with- religion, 
and should meet the prompt condem
nation of patriotic citizens, be they Chris
tians or the reverse. The ·fathers of the 
republic knew very well what they were 
doing when they framed the Constitution. 
Their decision upon this matter was the 
result of the ripest wisdom, based not 
only upon the bitterest experience the 
world has ever known, but upon the ex
press words of Christ-" Render, there
fore, unto Cmsar the things which are 
Cmsar's, and unto God the things that are 
God's." They saw stretching out behind 
them a long line of uninterrupted prec
edents establishing incontestably the fact 

. that the union or' Church and State, or 
the interference of either with the other, 
was ruinous to both, and that the zealot 
or the hair-brained politician needed but 
the frailest foundation upon which to 
build a calamitous superstructure of inter
ference, so they omitted all reference to 
religion. 

The two things are in their nature dis
tinct, and their separation should . be 
rigidly maintained for the good of both. 
Civil government is instituted for man's 
convenience on.earth, while religion pro
vides for his needs in another sphere of 
existence. The one is intended to facili
tate nian's intercourse with his fellow
men, the other to teach him his relations 
to the Almighty. The advocates of this 
innovation ·say that the better Christian 

a man is the better citizen he will be. 
'l'his proves nothing .. On the same plea 
the Government should regulate a man's 
food and. his wearing apparel, his domes
tic relations and his business affairs, for 
all contribute to good or bad citizenship. 
So far as is known at present, the best 
government is that which insures the 
greatest freedom of action to the individ
ual, consistent with the rights and com
fort of all, and as the Government of the 
United States does that it- is the best on 
the face of the earth-nay, it is the model 
to which the oppressed peoples of the 
world look with hope and hasten to adopt 
as the shackles are stricken from them. No 
single feature of it is so admirable or has 
been such a power for good as this rigid 
separation of Church and State, which 
gives to every citizen the absolute control 
of his own conscience and the right to 
worship God as he pleases, and on what
ever day of the week he believes to be the 
proper one. Considered from a secular 
standpoint, the mingling of. Church 'and 
State, of which the Sunday-rest bill would 
inevitably be the entering wedge, is ob
jectionable-first, because it is an unwar
rantable interference with the liberty of 
the citizen, and secondly, because in every 
country and in every age where the foun
dation has been laid the church has en
croached upon its privileges until the 
State has been forced to take steps for its 
preservation. 

From a religious point of view, the 
union of the two in any form is, if pos
sible, still more objectionable. Religion 
exhibits to-day a more vigorous and 
healthy growth in the United States than 
in any other country on . the civilized 
globe, obviously because here it· is free 
as the air we breathe, untrammeled by 
statutes or the coercive and life-crushing 
power of civil authority. There is really 
no comparison between the religious vi
tality of our own people and that< of the 
most advanced nation in Europe. So pal
pable is this that it has compelled acknowl
edgement from the highest ecclesiastical 
dignitaries, and the most progressive 
countries are imitating our example by 
severing as fast as possible the links which 
bind Church and State together. Com
petition, so far from being disastrous, 
has been .a healthy stimulus to all sects 
and denominations, and has given that 
impetus to free and full discussion of re
ligious subjects, without which nine-tenths 
of those who clung to the Church in the 
past did so in name only, without clear 
ideas of their duties to their Maker, or 
any sincere inclination to perform them. 
Nothing could be more detrimental.to the 
cause of religj,on than the passage of the 
Sunday-rest bill. Many thousands of 
Christians are opposed to it on purely re
ligious grounds, and millions of sincerely 
pious men oppose it because of 1;he blow 
it aims at American. institutions.-Balti
more .American, 
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THE Colorado Graphic remarks that 
"fortunately for the dignity, intelligence, 
and discretion of Denver's Christian cler
ical force, only a minority has taken act
ive part in the Sunday-legislation move
ment." 

THE report is being circulated to some 
extent that some of the judges on the Su
preme Bench of Wisconsin are Roman 
Catholics, and hence the late decision on 
the question of the Bible in the schools. 
We have it upon good authority, and 
direct, that not one of the members of 
that court is a Roman Catholic. The 
decision would be just and right, however, 
even if every one of them were a Roman 
Catholic. 

----~---~~------

THE report of the Treasurer of the 
National Reform .Association, at its recent 
annual meeting, shows that the receipts of 
the society for the past year 'were $7, 179.13. 
Of this amount $5,374.61 had been ex
pended, mostly in salaries to District Sec
retaries. The work of the society is not 
however represented by this sum, for a 
good deal h>~.s been accomplished by spe
cial secretaries who work without remu 
neration. Secretary Weir reported that he 
had preached one hundred sermons on 
National Reform topics to audiences ag
gregating twenty-one thousand persons. 

THE following paragraph, in a private 
letter from Baltimore, Maryland, is evi
dence of the rapid tendency toward strict 
formality in Sunday observance,. and 
the readiness of municipal authorities to 
unde~take its enforcement by city ordi
nances:--

The ringing of milkmen's bells, and street:car 
bells has not been stopped in the city of Baltimore, 
on Sunday, as yet. But there is a city ordinance 
pending (introduced at the last sitting of the City 
council) which does call for the bells on horses at
tached to street-cars, to be removed on Sunday. 
Also, that milkmen's bells are not to be nmg on 
Sunday. This ordinance has had its first reading, 
and been referred to a committee. 

The city Comptroller furnishes this in~ormation, 
and gives it as his opinion, that the ordinance will 
pass, in due time. He also informed me, · that 
this was in accordance with the best wishes of the 
Protestant ministers and their congregations of .the 
city of Baltimore. By request of the ministers of . 
the city . in the form of a petition to street-car 
managers, nearly all the street-car bells have been 
left. off the horses on Sunday, voluntarily, but not· 
by city ordinances, as yet. 

It seems, at first thought, peculiarly 
inapt, that Baltimore, the. earliest home . 
of knightly aristocracy, shouldbe the first, 
in th:ls millennial dawn of the new era of 
municipal religion, to undertake the en
forcement of a Puritan Sunday. That 
such should be the case, .is food for 

·thought. 
Had tho "wise man" lived in this age, 

he might have added to the four things 
which were too wonderful for him, a 
fifth,--" the way of a politician with the 
Church." 

REv. R. M. SoMERVILLE, of New York, 
an ardent National Reformer, likens Christ 
when excluded from civil government to 
a captain at sea, having a vessel and a 
crew, but being prohibited from entering 
any harbor. He does not explain wherein 
the likeness consists, but as a· vessel in 
such a condition would be liable to be 
wrecked, Mr. Somerville _must regard 
the Lord as in imminent danger of losing 
his craft (the Church) because civil gov
ernments deny him the aid of their puny 
strength. This is only to say that without 
the aid of the civil power, Christ!s mission 
must fail.· 

--------··--------
IN a speech in Congress a few days 

since, Representative Dorsey, of Nebraska, 
said that the only opposition to the ad
mission of Idaho was on the part of Mor
mons, who objected to the provision in the 
Constitution disfranchising them. This is 
not strictly correct. The National Re
formers also object to the admission of 
Idaho, but for a different reason, namely: 
because the Constitution under which the 
State is seeking admission forbidsreligious 
instruction in the schools. The hope was 
expressed in the Washington convention 
that Congress would not admit Idaho with 
such a constitutional provision. 

--------~·~--~--

THE Weekly Witness, a religious paper 
of this city, remarks that-

As a meddler in politics the Church of Rome is 
always and everywhere an unmitigated curse; just as 
any Protestant church wou1d be which should insist 
on being reckoned with, as a church, in all matters 
of administration, and especially in the dispensing of 
public moneys. We are very decidedly opposed to 
the religious teachings of the Church of .Rome, but in 
so far as it limits its teaching and claims to matters of 
religion we are prepared to treat it with respect as an 
institution which has as good a right to exist as any 
Protestant Church. When it steps out of its proper 
sphere, however, to mak!l money .out of politics, then 
it is time for Protestants of all denominations. and of 
all parties to unit.e in oppositjon to it. If any Protest
ant Church should take a similar. position it should 
meet with the same'co~dem·nation. Bu·t no Protestant 

everywhere or the Mormon Church in 
Utah. .And yet this is just the position 
the National Reformers and their allies 
are determined that the Protestant Church 
as a whole shall assume. They demand 
that the several Protestant bodies shall 
make common cause and insist on being 
reckoned with · as churches in all mat
ters of administration. If. the Protestant 
churches shall do this, as they seem in
clined to do, will they not then be just as 
much of a curse as the Papal Church, 
and for the very same reason ? The ques
tion admits of but one answer. Does it 
not follow that the real friends of Prot
estantism are those who desire that the 
Protestant churches shall as churches 
have nothing to do with politics? 

THE true spirit of National Reform, 
though carefully concealed in the Wash
ington Convention by most of the speakers, 
cropped out in President Sylvester S. 
Scovel's address on the "Limitations of 
Liberty." . Referring to our foreign popu
lation he said that if necessary they should 
"be educated with the bludgeon, and if 
the offense was repeated, with the blun
derbuss." It was formerly considered nec
essary to kill people in order. to save them, 
but that method of preaching the gospel 
has not been much in vogue for some 
time. It is . evident however that the 
National Reformers hope to be able to 
revive it. 

----~ ··---------
ThB Associated Press of RefoTms is the 

name of a new quarterly publication 
which the "Reform Syndicate" of this 
city has just launched upon tho treach
erous sea of polemic journalism. The 
whilom field secretary of the .American 
Sabbath · Uni_on is the manager of the 
syndicate, and as the new paper is a 
"special publication for publishers and 
editors of periodicals," and as the matter 
which it contains is secured by copyright, 
and as the copyright articles are to be 
released for re-publication for twelve dol
lars per year, or furnished in plates at 
very reasonable rates, it seems that the 
principle object of the syndicate is to get 
their "reform" matter into country papers 
which are . printed largely from plates. 
Mr. Craft~ is, it must be admitted, fer-
tile in expedients. 
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THE decision of the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court against the Bible in the public 
schools is called a victory for the Cath
olics. Strict'ly speaking this is not true. 
It is a victory for everybody who loves 
justice and the rights of men. Yet in a 
certain sense it is a victory for the Cath
olics, that is, in the sense that they are 
the ones who haq the courage to fight the 
battle by which the victory was won. In 
this sense it is a victory for. too Catholics. 
It is an honorable one too and they are 
j·ustly entitled to the credit of it. But it 
is a shame to the Protestantism of Wis
. cons~n, that the fighting of such a battle 
and ihe winning of such a victory had to 
be by Roman Catholics. 

THE Emperor of Germany, when get
ting up his labor conference, appointed a 
Roman Catholic Bishop as one of the 
German delegates and at the same time 
announced· to the Pope that he relied upon 
the support of the Catholic clergy in set
tling the questions involved, and the Pope, 
in reply said that this question "would be 
best S()lved by the application of Sunday 
rest and religious education." Thus, as 
the Sunqay-rest movement spreads, the 
Pope comes more and more into promi
nencein the matter; and when that move
ment becomes universal, as these interna
tional efforts will make it, the Pope will 
be, in that n.ratter, again the recognized 
universal head. 'rhis is very becoming. 
Universal Sunday laws before were syl).
onymous with the Papal headship of the 
world, and when they become universal 
again, the same thing will be again. The 
two bel0ng toiether. 

NEW YORK, APRIL 24, 1890. 

A Fair Proposition. 

To those people who are making such 
strenuous efforts to have a general religion 
"a broad Christianity," adopted by the 
United States Government, we have a 
proposition to make, which, if accepted 
and carried out, will demonstrate the 
virtue of their professions. 

There is just now considerable talk 
about the establishing of a National Uni
versity. The Roman Catholics have es
tablished a university at the national capi
tal. Now it would do no good, even if 
it could be accomplished, for each one of 
the different Protestant denominations to 
establish a university also at vVashing
ton; therefore, what we propose is this: 
Let all the Protestant denominations, 
those broad Christians, those who think 
that religion and sectarianism are dis
tinct and sep11rate things,-let these unite 
in that blessed harmony which they ad
vocate, and go to Cardinal Gibbons, and 
his associate authorities in this eountry, 
and, by a general consensus of opinion, 
reaeh a harmonious view of God ~mel re
ligion and morals. Then lJy generous 
eontributions let them secure propm·tionate 
shares in the property of the university al
ready established; and make it indeed a 
national one, in which they can set before 
the Nation a living actual illustration of 
that all-absorbing charity and unity jn 
Christian graces, principles, and methods, 
which they profess. 

This is a fair proposition. The way is 
open for them to show that their pro
fessions are genuino; that their views of 
the relations between State and religion 
are sound, and that it is the easy task 
which they profess, to make it a success. 

Or, if it be too grea.t a task for Prot
estants thu$ to unite with Roman Oath-
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olics at the very first effort, then we 
submit this proposition- tha.t they es
tablish for themselves; a national Protes· 
tant university at Washington city. Let 
them decide just what principles shall be 
taught there, as the pr}.nciples of genuine 
Christianity. Let them agree upon the 
true basis of m0rals; let them choose a 
board, settle the faculty, and illustrat@ 
upon a national plane the virtues of that 
broad Christianity, that unsectarian relig
ion, and that standard of general morality 

. which they profess and advocate, and 
which they claim it would be so easy for 
the State to adopt and enforce. If they 
will do this to their own satisfaction, and 
to the satisfaction of the people of the Na
tion, then their movement to have the State 
do likewise would have so much, at least, 
in its favor, that they could point to the 
actual facts in the case, and show that 
agreement in these things were possible. 
But until some such effort as this shall 
have been made, some attempt at least to 
do or show that that can be done, which 
they demand the State shall do, their pro
fgssions and their pretensions that such a 
thing can be done will lack that force by 
which alone arguments can ever be made 
to carry conviction. Will they try it? _____ .,. __ _ 

Sectarianism and Religion. 

THE object of the appointment of the 
Committee on Religion and Public Edu
cation by the Presbyterian Synod of New 
York is "to emphasize the distinction 
between sectarianism and religion; to in
sist that sectarianism should be rigidly 
excluded from our public schools, and 
with equal emphasis to insist that the 
State, for its own sake, must instruct all 
its wards in reverence for God, as the 
basis for good morals." Before these 
folks attempt to emphasize so very much 
the distinction b€ltween sectarianism and 
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religion, it would be well for them clearly 
to define it. Not only that, it is neces
sary that they should define it; and, more 
thanthis; it is necessary that they should 
so (le:fine it that the definition will be uni
versally accepted. But that, we . will 
venture, will never be done. For the 
Presbyterians to announce such a defini
tion, would be simply to announce a defini
tion that would be disputed by inany, if 
not all, the other religious bodies of the 
country and of the world, which would 
make it at once a sectarian definition. 
Therefore until a definition has been made 
of what sectarianism is, and what religion 
is, which will clearly show the distinction 
between them, ·and be universally ac
cepted, all the efforts of this committee, 
or of Presbyterianism itself, will be simply 
movements in the dark. 

Yet this form of working is character
istic of the scheme of religious legislation 
and to force religion into the puolic 
schools. Those who are in favor of it 
make statements and formulate proposi
tions which they themselves do not un
derstand, and expect everybody unques
tioningly to accept. And then they go to 
work to get a piece of generalized mysti
cism in regard to religion recognized by 
the State with the purpose of enforcing it; 
then, when they have succeeded in that, 
all the definitions, explanations, and dis
tinctions are expected to follow and to be 
brought out by the decisions of courts or 
counc~ls, and the result, at the last, could 
not possibly be anything else than the 
establishment of some one school of 
thought, or phase of religion which would 
be, in a word, nothing but sectarianism. 

As to the next point in this object, that 
the State must, for its own sake instruct 
the children in reverence for God as the 
basis for good morals, the first question 
to be aslmd is, What God shall it be 
whom the children shall be instructed to 
reverence ? for unless this be clearly de
fined and well settled so that the children 
may understand what the· character of 
the God is. whom they are to reverence, 

. good morals never can come from any 
such instruction. As Dr. Greer aptly in
quired; last winter, in a Presbyterian 
meeting in this city, Is it the God of the 
Trinitarian, or the God of the Unitarian? 
Is it a god who proposes to save some 
people through the purifying process of 
purgatorial fire? or is it a god who pro
poses to save all people without the agency 

· of any fire at all ? Is it a god of such a 
bitter vengeful spirit that his wrath can 
spare but a very few of the human race ? 
or is it the God of love, whose love em
braces all mankind, and who is pained 
that there should be one who would 
choose any other than a righteous course 
of conduct? 

Upon the decision of this question rests 
all the merit of any teaching on the ques
tion of morals that ever might be given. 
For if those to whom .is given the place 

of instructors to the children, have false 
ideas of what the true God is, the ideas 
of morals which they will inculcate will 
be false, and {alse ideas of morals never 
can develop good morals. And such a 
question would certainly have to be de
cided. If it is not decided before the step 
is taken, which the Synod demands shall 
be taken by the State, then it will have 
to be decided afterward, and just as soon 
as itis decided, the decision will not be 
concurred in by a vast numb.er of people, 
and will, therefore, inevitably involve the 
whole question again in the same result 
as the other point, that is sectarianism. 

The sum of it all therefore is, that it is 
impossible to define any positive decided 
statement of religious belief without sec
tarianism; but as all these people with 
one voice deny the right of the State to 
teach sectarianism, the logic of the whole 
thing is that they, in that, deny what 
ought to be denied by every soul-the 
right, or even the ability of the State to 
give religious instruction to any extent 
whatever. 'l'he inculcation of religious 
views and moral ideas belongs to the 
Church only, and must be accomplished 
by moral suasion, by spiritual influences 
and spiritual power. It never can be done 
by State authority sustained by physicaJ 
force, the only power at the command of 
the State. 

Such a wide-spread demand by that 
which professes to be the popular religion 

. of the country, that the State shall assume 
the place and functions of the instructor 
in religion and morals, is an open con
fession that those who make the profes
sion have forgotton the true relation and 
foundation of religion and morals, as well 
as the ·proper means and power by which 
alone, these can be made effective in 
education. · 

The professed representatives of God 
and religion in this country need to find 
out who God really is, and what genuine 
religion really is. A. T. J. 

----·.-----
Modern Inquisitors. 

AND now comes the report of the trial 
and conviction of an American citizen "in 
the State of Tennessee for the monstrous 
crime of religious convictions. Mr. R. M. 
King, a reputable citizen of Obion County 
in that State, but. with the misfortune of 
belonging to the small sect of Seventh
day Adventists, having observed Satur
day as his Sabbath, was recently seized 
and indicted on the charge of plowing on 
the next day, "without regard" to the 
orthodox Sabbath. All the witnesses in 
the case testified to the good character 
of the accused as a law-abiding citizen. 
They all confessed ·on cross-examination 
that they .were not disturbed in any way, 
except that their " moral and religious 
feelings " were shocked. Their examina
tion showe.d that two of them-Chris
tian(?) gentlemen-were members of an 

organization pledged to prosecute every vi
olation of Sabbath laws. The defendant's 
counsel offered· to prove that men in the 
same neighborhood-but not holding un
orthodox religious views~had cut wheat, 
rafted logs and performed other work on 
Sunday for which they had not been legally 
disturbed; but the court would not permit 
him to submit his proof. The State's at
torney made an inflammatory speech 
against the crime of the defendant. The 
judge overruled a motion for a new trial, 
and J)fr: King was heavily fined for his 
criminal audiwity in entertaining the re
ligious belief. that the "Christian Sab
bath" was a secular day, on which he 
could conscientiously perform secular du
ties. 

Such are the first fruits of the heralded 
"Sabbath laws" in the land of alleged re
ligious liberty r So much for the adoption 
of the methods of the mediawal Inquisition 
by nineteenth century republican govern
ments! 

These are the laws and these are the 
methoas, Californians, that we are de
manded by religious fanaticism to make 
for the-government of the citizens of this 
free State ! These Christian gentlemen of 
Tennessee are not persecutors. Oh, no! 
They are only Christians, working for the 
temporal good of their fellow men! It 
were a shame to call them inquisitors! 
Religious men have never been known to 
persecute. They only'' uphold the laws!" 
-The Dial, Oakland,. California. ________ .,. ______ _ 

Sunday Closing. 

THE Colorado Graphi_c declares that 
Sunday closing in Denver is a failure. 
"Sunday drinking," it says, "goes on as 
merrily as though the law did not ex
ist." .And this without violation of the· 
t~Statute. "The greedy consumer," says 
the Graphic, '' has found legal loophQles 
through which to crawl, and drinks more 
now in private than he did when bar
room doors were wide open. The police are 
as powerless to suppress this Sunday drink
ing as they are to interfere with the 
Mayor's or Sheriff's claret at dinner if 
they choose to serve it. Private clubs 
have been organized and chartered all 
over the city. One dollar pays a 
member's initiation fee and buys a key to 
a club-room door-usually an annex to 
a licensed saloon. Twenty-five cents a 
month pays expenses, and he is provided 
with all his thirst demands from Sunday 
morning until Sunday night at regular 
rates." 

And this is much the way Sunday 
closing works everywhere. If it closes 
the saloons, it does not keep people from 
getting liquor, as has been many times 
demonstrated; and as a temperance meas
ur·e it is just about as effective as high 
license, which is now so generally repudi
ated by temperance people. Thos~ who 
desire prohibition should d~mand it pure 
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and simple, and not waste their time with 
Sunday closing. If, however, that which 
is desired is State recognition of Sunday 
as being for some reason better than other 
days, Sunday-closing laws are certainly a 
step in the right direction. 

This city has Sunday-closing laws, but 
it is notorious that it does not lessen the 
amount of· drunkenness for the reason 
that. people get and drink their liquor just 
the same as they used to before the saloons 
were closed on Sunday. Many buy it on 
Saturday evening. And again many sa
loons close only the front door while the 
side door remains open. lt is openly 
charged that for this privilege they pay a 
r~gular monthly allowance to the police. 

. Those who pay are not a;rrested; those . 
who. refuse are hurried off to prison and 
are fined, till driven out of the business. 
The only w~y to prohibit the liquor traffic 
is to prohibit it, not one day in the week 
but every day. T~ make criminal upon 
one day in the week that which is perfectly 
legal f!.t all other times, is simply to place 
a premium upon official corruption; to 
make possible persecution, as in Tennes
see; and to educate .people to disregard 
and despise the law. 

0 .P .BOLLMAN. 

The National Reform Star. 

R!llV. J. M. FoSTER, district secretary of 
the National Reform Association, says: 
"The whole machinery of government," 
in the United States, "is adjusted as per
fectly, and works as harmoniously, as any 
Corliss engine. Under it we have grown 
to be a great, and prosperous, and happy 
people." If this is true, what more could 
be asked? If, under our present form of 
government, we have grown. to be great, 
and prosperous, and happy, why is it that 
Mr. Foster and his National Reform friends 
are laboring so diligently to change the 
very foundations upon which that govern
.ment rests? Do they desire to exchange 
greatness for insignificance? prosperity for 
adversity? and happiness for misery ? 
How can they expect to change the cause 
without changing the effect ? And if the 
results which follow the practical work
ings of our Government are good, why 
should the causE) be changed? Yet Mr. 
Foster says in his next sentence, ''But 
there is one fatal defect." How can that 
be ? How can a system of government 
prod~ce such excellent results while it has 
a "fatal defect"? When~ man receives 
a fatal wound, he dies. If he does not die, 
then the wound is not fatal. The fact 
that under. this Government "we have 
grown to be a great, and prosperous, and 
happy people," proves that what Mr. Fos
ter regards as a fatal defect has not been 
fatal at all. If instead of growing "great 
and prosperous, and happy," we had been. 
growing in the opposite direction, then it 
wou:ld seem that the defects were about to 
prove fatal, but prosperity and happiness 

are certainly very poor evidences of fa
tality. 

But what does Mr. Foster regard as the 
fatal defect in our system of government? 
He says : "The sovereign people have not 
acknowledged the Source of their author
ity and law, their dependence upon God 
and their obligation to him." Yet Mr. 
Foster acknowledges that notwithstanding 
this '' we have grown to be a great, and 
prosperous, and happy people." This 
shows that a nation can be ble8sed of God 
without making any such acknowledge
ment in their civil constitution as Mr. 
Foster requires. Undoubtedly the people 
of every nation should acknowledge God 
and Christianity, but only such persons 
should make the acknowledgement as can 
do so from the heart. And the acknowl
edgement should be made through the me
dium of the Church and not through the 
medium of the State. It should be op
tional with the people whether they shall 
belong to the church or not; but it cannot 
be optional whether they shall belong to 
the State. Every one has to belong to 
some State while he is in the world. There
fore if the State is the proper organization 
through which to make a profession of 
Christianity, all would be compelled to 
make the profession whether they believed 
in it or not. Blasphemy and hypocrisy 
would be the inevitable result. Christ 
says, "Let him that is athirst come." If 
any one is thirsting for Christianity, he 
should be permitted to have it; nay he can 
not be hindered from having it; but if he 
is not thirsting, and does not want it, no 
power on earth has any right to force it, 
or any part of it, upon him. 

Mr. Foster continues: "Astronomers 
tell us that some of the fixed stars are so 
far away that were they blotted out they 
would still continue visible for many gen
erations. We have blotted out of our 
Constitution the star of our national life." 

How can that be? By the star of our 
national life, Mr. Foster means an ac
knowledgement of God and ·his authority 

· in the national Constitution. But he has 
already stated that the people have never 
yet made any such acknowledgement; 
that is, they have never had any such star 
in their political Constitution. Now the 
question arises, How could we blot out of 
our Constitution a star that was never 
there? And when was this done? Still 
he says "The light of prosperity has con
tinued to pour down upon us." Does he 
mean the light ~f that star which he him
self claims has ,;not yet had an existence ? 
It would ~eem appropriate that the light 
of national prosperity should emanate 
from " the star of our national life," and 
WI? believe that it does. We believe that 
"the light of prosperity" which has been 
pouring down upon us all these years 
comes from a star that actually exists;· 
and that it has existed all the time, or else 
we should not have had the light. Mr. 
Foster acknowledges the existence of the 

lighy, and its beneficial results, but denies 
the existence of its source; so he wants 
the Nation to set up his National Reform 
"star," that he may have something to 
which he can attribute this wonderful 
light. But would it be honest to attrib
ute the light to a star which was not 
brought into existence until the light had 
been shj.ning for one hundred years? 
However, Mr. Foster thinks this ''light 
of prosperity'; has been shining without 
any source about as long as it can, and 
that unless a source is pl'ovided, it will 
certainly go out. He says, " but soon 
that light will be exhausted." We should 
think so, too, if it has been shining all 
this time without any source. But we 
do not believe any such nonsense. We 
believe that the light of our national pros~ 
perity has an adequate source, and that 
so long as the source is left undisturbed 
the light will continue to shine. And 
this is why we object to the whole N a~ 
tional Reform scheme. They want to 
tear down what has· been our source of 
light in the past; and since under the in
fluence of this light " we have grown to 
be a great, and prosperous and happy 
people," we think that it ought to be left 
undisturbed. 

Although this National Reform star has 
never h~d a position ab,ave our political 
horizon, yet it has shone in many skies 
during the ages of the past. In the time 
of Constantine, there were those who 
hoped to illuminate the.entire world with 
this star. They succeeded in making it 
the ruling star, but the ·time of its su
premacy is . always referred to as the 
'' Dark Ages." If it be acknowledged 
that we now have light, we shall be wise 
not to exchange it for that which has 
caused the darkness of the awful past. 

A. DELOS WESCOTT. 

--------·~-------

The Sunday-Rest League in Chicago. 

FoR some time an organization known 
as the Chicago Sunday Closing Association 
has been in existence in Chicago. This 
has been augmented, or in part supplanted 
by the Sunday-rest League. 

This league states that its objeCt "shall . 
be to co-operate with the Chicago Sunday 
Closing Association in securing, by all 
proper means, freedom from unnecessary 
Sunday labor, and especially the closing 
of factories, shops, stores and saloons on 
Sunday." They employ a secretary who 
spends all his time in the city in the in~ 
terests of the_ league, his work being 
largely among the foreign element in 
Chicago. . 

Article three of their constitution states 
that the league shall be compos~d of the 
representatives of the whole population, 
independent of sectarian control or party 
dictation." The Chicago News has in~ 
dorsed the league quite fully and seems 
to be its special organ of communication. 

The above will give some idea of the 
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organization. It will be seen at once that 
it is for:rned on a basis to gather in all who 
can be led to believe in Sunday legisla
tion. And their plan, of course, is to get 
the best class of citizens worked into it. 

Their intentions may be good, but their 
object is too narrow, and will; in the end, 
lead to · bad results. To simply close 
saloons on Sunday would give a sanction 
to the accursed traffic in rum by virtually 
saying to men; ''If you only keep from 
the saloon on Sunday, it is ~11 right to go 
there on other days." .. And the closing of 
factories; shops, stores, etc., on Sunday, 
has more to it for Chicago than one might, 
at first· glance, see. Our large cities are 
considered to be the rendezvous for an
archists, and other discontented persons 
that are ever watching for an opportunity 
to do mischief. Chicago surely has its 
share of this element. These persons have 
no regard at all for Sunday as a day of 
sacred rest. And in fact the News, in re
porting a speech recently delivered in 
Chicago stated that the anarchists are 
atheists almost to a man. It is also true 
of a great majority of the wage earners, 
that they are skeptical in regard to the 
Bible and also the claims of Sunday 
sanctity. And if these persons should all 
be turned loose on Sunday without any 
reverence for the day they would plunge 
into debauchery that would hurt them 
worse physically, and far worse morally, 
than for them to engage in honest toil. 
And the simple aot of closing the saloons 
on Sunday would not stop them from 
having a supply of strong drink. For a 
man 'with any sense at all will be sharp 
enough to get his liquor the day before, 
when he knows the saloons are going to 
be closed on Sunday. 

Then the problem before us is like this: 
We, see hundreds of men toiling every day 
in the week, and we know from actual 
contact with them that the great majority 
of them have no convictions of the sacred
ness of 't:my day. Then if we compel them 
by law to Nst, we simply compel them to 
be· idle and they are sure to be led into 
some kind of dissipation. For if a m:a.n 
takes no pleasure in the religious phase of 
the day, he will seek some means of en
joyment and that is sure to be in the line 
of sensual gratification and will always 
injure him more than it would to work
But, say the Sunday-law advocates, if we 
would _turn them loose· on Sundays, -so 
they would not have to work, would they 
not attend church and thus become better? 
It might be well to reply by asking, Why 
do- they not attend church now on the 
Sundays that they are idle ? But in place 
of going to church, some of them meet 
for anarchist Sunday-school, where,- in 
tl;te place of the precepts of Christ being 
taught, _the children are fired with the 
doctrines of anarchists. Then the more 
this cl;:tss of people are compelled to be 
idle on Sunday the worse it is for all con- . 
cerned.- Would it not, then, be a wise plan 

to spend the )abor that is being used to 
secure Sunday laws, in the line of incul
cating some principles into this class 
which will lead them to love that which 
is right and good rather than to force 
them to be idle when they will use their 
idle time only for that which is bad ? 
The outcome of it would be, if a strict 
Sunday law should be enforced, that the 
class they are trying to help would only 
be rendered mo_re free to do evil, and then 
the National Reformers would come to 
the rescue and ask for another law to 
compel them to go to church where they 
could get at them to teach them National 
Reform morality. 

This idea of Sunday closing and Sunday . 
legislation seems to be striking all parts 
of the country as the great panacea for 
all our social ills, and the work of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL is much needed to 
expose the danger of such would-be phi-
lanthropy. A. 0. TAIT. 

Chicago, Illinois, April 8, 1890. 

Sunday Slaves in a Quandary. 

THE local Sunday bill for the District 
of Colm:nbia now bef-ore Congress, and re
ferred to the District Committe of the 
House, is entitled, "A bill to prevent per
sons from being forced to labor on Sun
day." If this is a consistent title, then 
the different sections of Chapter 36, on 
Crimes and Offenses, in the Revised Stat
utes of the District of Columbia, should 
have bl')en variously entitled:-

An act to prevent persons from being 
forced to commit manslaughter, or assault 
with intent to kill, etc. 

An act to prevent persons from being 
forced to maliciously, willfully or fraud
ulently burn any dwelling house, etc. 

An act to prevent persons from l:ieing 
forced to commit burglary, etc .. 

An act to prevent persons· from being 
forced to feloniously steal, take and carry 
away any goods or chattels, or other per
sonal property, etc. 

This would indeed be a statutory ac
knowledgement of the power of secondary 
causes, such as we have not yet seon; unless 
it should be referred to the ancient theory 
that the "king can do no wrong," and his 
prime minister therefore should be pun
ished; so, as in this country each voter is 
an individual sovereign, therefore their 
prime ministers should suffer for the crime 
which the sovereign people have been 
forced to commit. 

This is a very fine course of antique rea- -
soning, but, unfortunately for the consist
ency of the Sunday measure, the conclu
sion in the body of the bill is very different 
from the result which these premises 
would warrant. The provisions of the bill 
itself, fix a penalty of not more than one 
hundred dollars fine upon any person, or 
corporation,· or employe of ~ny person or 
corporation, who shall perform any secu-

lar labor or business on Sunday, as wel:.. 
as. upon the one who shall cause them to 
perform such labor. Hence it follows, 
that the sovereign people are not only de
throned, but enslaved, and are to be fined · 
one hundred dollars, because of the"ir en
slavement. 

This inconsistency, no doubt, was 
simply an oversight , on the part of Mr. 
Breckinridge. He did not notice that he 
was framing his bill in such a manner as 
to fine the·wrong man. He, of course, in
tended that the idea of the prevention of 
compulsory labor should be followed 
throughout, and the bill to read like 
this:-

" A bill to prevent persons from being 
.forced to labor on Sunday. 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That it 
shall be unlawful for any person, or cor
poration, or employe of any person or cor
poration in the District of Columbia, to 
force any person or corporation, or em
ploye of any· corporation, in the District 
of Columbia, to perform any secular labor 
or business on Sunday; nor shall it be 
lawful for any person or corporation, to 
receive pay for the compulsory services of 
their employes, rendered in violation of 
this act." 

Whoever those persons are, who are be
ing forced to work seven days in a week, 
in the District of Columbia, they must be 
looking with some interest, to learn if this 
be the true form of the measure which 
Mr. Breckinridge intended to present. 

W. H. Me KEE. 

·Refused State Aid. 

REV. J. G. LEMEN is the founder and 
manager of an orphanage in Council 
Bluffs; Iowa, known as the Christian 
Home. Early in March Ron. J. K. Mc
Gavren, member of the Iowa Legislature 
from Harrison County, introduced a bill 
appropriating for this Home the sum of 

- $5,000. This action was taken without 
consulting Mr. Lemen, who as soon as he 
was fully informed in ·Ngard to the bill 
wrote to its author as follows:-

HoN. J. K. MoGAVREN,-

. :pear Sir: Yours of the 10th at hand. I heartily -
thank you, in the name of Christ and his helpless
little ones, for what you did, considering the heart
motive that prompted you in the act. 

But, the more I have prayed and thought ove~ 
the matter, the more I am convinced that it is not
a matter that I ~esire pushed, for the following 
reasons:-

1. This is a work of faith. We desire to look to 
God and to him alone. 

2. If we accept this aid, we help to set a prec- · 
edent for all sorts of private and sectarian chafities 
making· a raid on the public treasury. This I be
lieve to be a bad precedent. If then, so believing, 
I lend my sanqtion to this, I do evil that good :r.nay 
come, which is wrong. 
- I thank you agahi for the kindness of heart that 
prompted you to-introduce the billin question, and 
I will always remember you with a grateful heart. 
I hope to meet you ·at the H~me, and to ever have 
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your earnest co-operation. But hete and now, allow 
me to declare that I am opposed to this measure 
and all like· measures. I do not believe that the 
State should aid any institutions other than regular 
State institutions, which are under the supervision 
and full control of the State. Any other course is 
a virtual union of Church and State; it is virtually 
taxing those who are opposed to Chl'istianity, or 
given forms of it to support institutions under the 
control of those advoc;Jating and teaching that to 
which the· tax-payers, or a portion of them, are 
conscientiously opposed.' This is contrary to the 
spirit of our free institutions. 

With kind regards of all at the Home, I am yours 
in dl1rist. . 

This letter must commend itself to every 
unprejudiced person as being thoroughly 
sensible and Christian. This gentleman 
is engaged in a Christian work which he 
is doing in a Chrfstian way and which he 
desires to see supported by Christian be
nevolence;· 

Mr. Lemen also publishes a paper for 
the orphanage called the Christian Home, 
and in an article in that paper of March 
20, he says:-

.we had every reason to believe that we could 
secure the $5, 000 in question. . . • we frankly 
admit·, the~·efore, that when we first heard of the 
matter, we were greatly elated, as it was natural 
that we should be. But as soori as we had time to 
calmly consider the matter, taking it to the Lord 
in prayer, we felt impressed by the Spirit that it 
would be a very wicked thing for us to accept of 
the proffered aid, for · the accepting of State aid 
by institutions of the· character of the Home is a 
virtual ·union· of Church and State, as all must 
admit who calmly consider the matter. The Home, 

, of com:se, does not pretend to be a church; but, in 
its aims arid work, it is so akin to the Church that, 
as far as.the principle involved in ·this· matter is 
concerned, no line of distinction can be drawn. 
Shall we, then, dear Christian fellow-laborers, 
simply for the sake of Mamnwn, doubting God 
our Father, help to encourtj,ge the union of Chtirch 
and State.? Had we, dear fellow-workers, accepted 
this aid, our voice would have been· silenced; and 
we could nevei·, henceforth, have uttered a protest 
against the growing tendency of State Legislatures 
granting away the people's money by hundreds of 
thousands to all sorts of private -and sectadan 
charities that chance to have in:flue~e enough to 
secure appropriations, thus doing indirectly what 
they dare not do directly-legislating in favor of 
the union of Church and State. In short, by ac
cepting this aid we :would have permitted Satan to 
have bought us with a price, so that we could never 
henceforth, with any show of consistency, have 

. uttered a word against the union of Church and 
State. 

All honor, say we to one who thus stands 
for Christian principle! We feel assured 
that the Council Bluffs, Iowa, Christian 
H-ome is in good hands, and that the 
orpha:q.s who find a refuge there will ·be 
instructed in. a manner that will tend to 
make them substantial Christian men and 
women that will not need the aid of the 
Stat.e or of the (Jivil law .to enable them 
t.o live out their Christian convictions. 
There is power in a 'religion· that is not 
afraid to stand alone, and that will boldly 
say, Our t1;ust is in God. ·.The ministers 
of the Natioi1al Reform Associati0l1 and 
the American Sabbath l]nion shoulr). pr0fi:t 
by the example of Mr., :temen and 'learn 
to put their trust in God rather th~m in 
the State. 

The Blair Sunday Bill. 

THE bill in its present form is objection
able and should, and probably 'wm be, 
summarily rejected·. by Congress. It is 
objectionable because it contemplates a 
union of religion with the Government 
through legisl~tion, and the -experience of 
history proves that such a union is adul
terous in character and defiling alike to 
religious and secular affairs. What is 
more to the point, it is contrary to the 
fundamental prineiples of our system and 
to the national Constitution, which has 
guaranteed-not toleration, but absolute 
religious freedom, so far as Congress has 
power to legislate. 

The United States republic made several 
distinct departures from previous experi
ences in governm'ent, but none exceeded in 
its vital consequence to humanity and in 
its relation to our national progress the 
severance of priestcraft and every shade of 
theocracy from our civil system. We have 
demonstrated that the absolute severance 
of organic religion from the State produces 
the greatest prosperity and the best results 
for both interests. The elmrches of no 
country have equal vitality with those of 
the United States, and in proportion to the 
influence that the Church ha~ on the State 
affairs of any nation its religion will be 
found to be debased and stupefied, vice 
among its people rampant, and morality at 
a. low ebb. The reader who will apply 
this statement. to the nations in detail will 
conclude that nothing is so blighting to a 
nation's morality, or so demoralizing to its 
religion, as an alliance of its ecclesiastical 
power with the State7 The absolute sever
ance of so corrupting a connection is the 
most vital charaeteristic of our Govern
ment. 

No higher authority is recognized by the 
United States, as such, than the will of the 
people; as the fathers declared, "Gov
ermnents derive their just powers from 
the consent of the governed." L'inco]u ex
pressed the American idea when he said 
this· is ''a Government of the people, by 
the people and for the people." Our Gov
ernment was formed and exists for the 
purposes of this world, and the affairs of 
the supernatural world were left to the 
individual conscience. Obviously under 
such a system ther.e can be no legislation 
affecting religious belief or controlling ac
tion in the interest of any religion. Such. 
legislation would imply force and to secure 
effect would require force, which would be 

· persecution. Who· wants to go back to 
that ? Has not history been blackened 
enough in that way ? Is not the record 
made by the Church in its ages of power 
mainly responsible for the present sev
erance of a large proportion of the Chris
tian world from Christianity ? 

It is true that in practice the principles 
of this Government have in certain partie-

• ulars been violated, but the violations .h.ave 
been withmit warrant f!,nd cannot bGl de.-; 

fended as matters of right. We have 
reached a period when it will be wise to 
check farther ad vance in the wrong direc
tion. The secular character of the Govern
ment cannot be too clearly recognized or 
too emphatically maintained. The found
ers of the. Nation left the management of 
temporal things to the temporal power, 
and gave freedom of religion to all-not to 
Christians only, but to all whose form of 
belief does not conflict with the moral 
instincts of our civilization, a test of which 
may be had by a comparison with an 
authoritative criminal code. In 1796 a 
treaty made by the United States with 
Tripoli and drawn up by a Congregational 
clergyman declared that ''the Government 
of the United States is not in any sense 
founded on the Christian religion," and it 
was signed by President Washington. 
The incident forcibly illustrates the senti
ment of the time as to the secular nature 
of the Government; nor does it indicate an 
unfriendly feeling but on the contrary re
spect for religion and a desire to avoid an 
association that had always been defiling 
to both Church ~nd State. "The Ameri
can Constitution, in harmony with the 
people of the several States," says Mr. 
Bancroft, in his, History of the Constitu
tion of the United States, "withheld from 
the Federal Government the power to in
vade the home of reason, the citadel of 
conscience, the sanctuary of the soul ; and 
not from indifference, but that the infinite 
spirit of eternal truth might move .in its 
freedom and purity of power." . 

The Blair Sunday bill should be killed, 
because the good points it embraces would 
not justify the risk of such a precedent in 
legislation even were its defects removed, 
being confessedly a religious movement 
and ·to serve religious purposes.-Rocky 
Mountain News, February 9. 

Some Good Resolutions. 

WE wish the Woman's National Liberal 
Union were as sound in all its statementH 
and all its principles, as it is in the follow
ing resolutions which were adopted at its 
Washington Convention. These resolu:
tions are good. We wish we could say 
as much of everything that was said in 
the Convention, but we are· glad that 
there is so much that is so good. May 
these principles permeate the organi>Ja
tion until all shall be alike good:-

Resolved, That it is essential to the life of the. Re
public that the purely civil character of the Gov
ernment be maintained and that Church and State 
be forever kept separate; that the legal foundation 
of our Government is not any creed of Christendom, 
nor any authority of the Church, nor a divine rey
elation, but it is simply the consent 9f the go¥Brned; 
that the State has JJ.o't grown o:ut of the Church, 
but should outgrow the need· of any Church . a:nd 
be henceforth and forever independent of the 
Church .. 

Resolvea, That the efforts now made by the Chris
tian patty to bring religion into politics in order 
to place. a religious amendment in the Constitution 
of the U ni~d States, must be resisted, because the 
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success of euch efforts would make the Church the 
arbiter of the legislative functions of the Gov
ernment and plaoo dangerous irresponsible power 
in the hands of the priesthood. 

Resolved, That acc.ording to the principles of the 
Goverment of the United States of America, the 
Church and State are and must be forever kept 

N.A'I'ION.AX... 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION. 

separate. The State should govern its oivil affairs, DECLARATION f PRINCIPLES 
give its protection to every form of religious belief . 0 • 

- t We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
and secure freedom from molel!ltation to every sec We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 
in the. exercise of its religious sentiments, and cnrse to society. 

We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit· 
therefore any amendm8nt to the Constitution pro- ting to Its authority. 
Posed .by the so-called Christian party in politics is We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

rell~:lons questions. . 
destructive of existing civil liberty and should be We believe it is the right, and should be the prhilege, of 

every man to worship according to the dictates of his own con-
energetically opposed. ecience. 

R l ".3 Th t th. 1 d f th Ch · t' We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and eso Vw, a · e rea en eavor 0 e ns :tan honorable means to prevent religion! legioll>tion by the civil 
party in politics is to establish a Papacy in plac6l of . government; th&t we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in· 

· estimable bleeeinl:S of both religious and civil liberty. 
the present secular form of government of the 
United States; that a Papacy does not alone mean 
a Pope's one-man power in the Church, nor a claim 
of Papal infallibility; nor an iminonil pretense of 
power to bind or loose sins, nor the celebration 
of mass, nor use of holy water, nor the making 
of marriage a sacrament, nor the doctrine of ex
treme unction, nor consecrated ground for burial, 
nor the claim of any number of sacraments, nor 
the establishment of parochial school11 to teach 
children what they cannot understand, nor a celi
bate prie2thood, nor any form of theological doctrine 
regarding heaven, hell, or purgatory; but that a 
Papacy is any Church asserting divine authority 
for its teachings and therefore claiming the right 
to exercise civil power,-whether that Church calls 
itself Roman, Greek, Anglican, or Protestant. 

Resolved, That the centralization. of power, 
whether in the Church or in the State, is dangerous 
to civil liberty and to individual rights, and there- . 
fore all attempts towards such centralization, either 
in Church or State, must be constantly and :firmly 
opposed. 

Resolved, That as our Nation is composed of 
people holding various and conflicting religious 
views, Roman Catholics disagreeing with Protest
ant forms, both disagreeing with Jewish rites, and 
the Agnostic. holding to no defined system, there
fore it is wrong and unjust to impose religious 
instruction of any kind upon the pupils of our 
common schools, and in simple justice to all people 
we denounce and oppose every kind of religious 
instruction _in our public schools. 

-----.··----
T:S:E newspapers that attack the Su

preme Court of Wisconsin for its decision 
that the reading of the Bible in the public 
schools of that State is in violation of the 
Constitution, are more enthusiastic than 
wise. The matter is one of law purely. 
The judges, a.s we are advised, are Chris
tian men; and while no doubt they would 
like to see the Bible read in all the public 
schools of the State, that is no reason why 
they should put the Constitution aside. 
Besides, the question relates to a particu
lar version which the Catholics do not 
accept. 

The starting point of the whole matter 
is the constantly recurring one of secta
rianism in the public schools, in which 
religion cannot· be introduced free from 
sectarianism. The Wisconsin court is un
doubtedly right in its position, some well 
meaning newspapers to the contrary not
withstanding. Certain _it is that tlie read
ing in the public schools of the Douay, 
or Roman Catholic, version of the Bible 
would be · denounced by the Prot~stant 
world as secular instruction prohibited by 
the Constitution. The reading of the 
King James version is no less so. Let us 
hava peace.~Ohristian at Work. 

OFFICES. 

4.3 BoND STREET, NEW YoRK CITY; 

2'l.S A ST., N. E. ·W.o.smNMON; 28 CoLLEGlll PLAoE, CHIO.O.Go. 

C. ELDRIDGE, -
w. H. MCKEE, 

- - • President. 
- Secretary. 

Encouraging Words from Michigan 
Lawyers. 

OVER ~eventy letters have been received, 
the past week, from members of the legal 
profession, resident in the State of Michi
gan, indorsing the work of the Religious 
Libe:t:ty Association, and expressing sym
pathy with the position taken by the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, in reference to leg
islation upon religious questions. A few 
extracts are quoted below:-

That a sentiment has been, and is, growing
slowly yet quite well rooted-in our free America, to 
connect Church and State in minor matters, cannot 
longer be denied. This is evidenMd by .ce1•tain acts 
of the Legislatures of different States, certain bills 
in the National Congress, and recent decisions of 
the Judiciary of some States. I am heartily in sym
pathy with the mission of the National Religious 
Liberty Association, and the SENTINEL. We know 
of no other America to which we may migrate, to 
escape this evil, and we have only to submit, or meet 
it and if possible, crush it while in embryo. 

I have noted the tendency of our .Government 
toward paternalism, centralization, and the union 
of Church ~tnd Stater during the past few years. . . . 
Every right. minded man will welcome the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL, as a champion of the rights of free men. 
. . . And it seems to me that lawyers, generally, 
will be found in line with the principles it advocates. 

I most e~trnestly commend the mission which you 
and your paper h~ve undertaken and very ably ad.
vocate, and I most unqualifiedly approve of the 
principles of religious liberty which you defend, and 
without which civil liberty cannot long remain. To 
me, it seems marvelous, that in this enlightened 
country which has for a century boast.ed of its civil 
and religious freedom as basic principles of its Gov
ernment, there should seem to . be any occasion to 
defend them, or to endeavor to convince any, of the 
dangers which must result from any interference by 
the Government, with religious matter-e:x:cept to 
protect every citizen in the full enjoyment of his 
opinions relating thereto, and in all such religious 
observances as any may·see fit to adopt, which do 
not interfere with the like enjoyment by others of 
their rights. But strange, as it seems to those who 
stand free from the bigotry and superstition o{ the 
past ages, there does appear to be a necessity 
that such papers .as the SENTINEL shall exist,. and 
that active and. energetic measures should be adopted 
to counteract the efforts -to place our country under 
the rule of. ecclesiasticism, which all history has 
proven to be the most cruel and relentless despotism 
th~t;wol'ld has ever known. -- -

Yours of March 21 received this morning, and in 
reply will say; that I fully believe in. the principles 
of your Association, and believe absolutely in the 
sentiment, as e:x:pressed in the SENTINEL, against 
any union whatever of Church ·and State. Every 
phase of such a condition of things, will always meet 
my most decided d,isapproval. --- ---

I do not approve of Senator Blair's bill, nor his 
views; but I never knew of any nation suffering 
from too much religion-if genuine ; nor did I 
ever read of any people too well educated, or too 
highly- cultivated. But these are matters which do 
not collie by legislation --- ---

I have not only received, but read with much 
interest, the matter sent me. It meets my views 
exactly. No m~ddling with the Constitution. It is 
as it should be, as the fathers left it; and to him or 
them who would change it to favor any sect or 
society, I say "hands off!" I like the tone oJ' the 
SENTINEL. It is engaged in a good work. 

We can assure you, that the mem hers of this firm 
are each fully in accord with the sentiments of the 
SENTINEL, so far as its advocacy of perfect religious 
liberty and absolute independence of Church and 
State is concerned. -- --

I like the tone and sentiments of the SENTINEL 
and Association, inasmuch as I am for religious 
liberty pure and simple as guaranteed by the Con-
stitution. --- ---

I heartily indorse the principles and mission of 
the SENTINEL, having been a subscriber for the same 
for some time past. . . . I wish there was a 
branch of the Religious Liberty Association organ
ized in every city, village, and hamlet, in the United 
States, and that the SENTINEL could be read by every 
family in the land. Hoping you will succeed in this 
good work, I remain, Yours for the Right. 

As was to be expected, Senator Blair 
disapproves the Wisconsin decision. · 
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IT is a standing reproach to the sober 
sense of the American people that there 
.have been 'found amongst them 330,000 
1/)ersons who would buy Edward Bellamy's 
Jl.orisensical book ''Looking Backward.'' 

Says the Union Signal: "Time was 
when a large proportion of the Christian 
world would have looked upon any marked 
observance of Lent as a relic of Popery, 
and while we gazed with interest upon 
Easter .. ceremonies, we nevertheless re
garded them as spectacular and unneces
sary." Yes, that is so. It woulcil. be a 
good thing if that time would come again 
and continue indefinitely. 

Mrss WILLARD announces that ''there 
is to be a party that will combine the 
farmer and th'e wage earner, that will 
make its force felt in the next cm:;npaign, 
and the Prohibition Party will form the 
nucleus. When that time comes, we will 
side with it and will take the .conse
quences." If she means indeed " the conse
quences," then if that party wins, we pity 
her. It would be worse consequences than 
we should ever wish to see befall a human 
being. 

OF the Nationalistic theories set forth 
by Edward Bellamy the Voice says: "The 
millennium lies somewhere in the di
rection this movement is heading," · As 
to.whereabouts in this direction the mil
lennium probably lies, the Voice allows 
that "it may be ten thousand years dis
tant." That is a very safe estimate. It 
is certainly not any nearer than that, and 
how much further off it is does not ma
terially concern either the present or the 
rising generation. 

THE :£resbyterian Synod of New York 
has,. for several years, beenworkirig in 
beh~lf- of religion in the public schools. 
A committee is appointed each year to 
have· charge of the matter. This year 
again this committee on religion ·and pub
lic education has been appointe~ to confer 
with other denominations and seek their 
co-operation in the effort to introduce in 
the public schools some positive religious 
teaching as an essential part of the. curric
ulum. Amongst the members appointed to 
confeT with the several conferences of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, we find the 

.name of Dr. Howar6~ Crosby .. ·That is&~. ·:estan~~s1fi.~}iould ever secure control of the 
very appropriate appol!ftane:ttf< We;llcipe civ}.lJ.JQ]V~~~ it: w,ould be as crueJl andun
all the others are ofthe same kind, because. relenting as ever a religious despotism was. 
Dr. Crosby is openly and decidedly op- That which pro~esses to-day to be repre
posed to any ~relig:fous instriictioJt w1ia.t~ · .··s~nhi.tive Protestantism has forgotten both 
ever in the public schools, .We are not ac- what Protestantism is and what Christian
quainted with the position of any .of the ity is. 
other persons named, but we hope they 
are all of the same mould of thought and 
opinion on this subject as is Dr. Crosby. 

THE Union Signal of April 3, announces 
Senator. Blair's re-introduction of his Edu
catimialbill, and says:-

h' the Sunday newspaper is such an Now let every white ribboner bestir herself writ-
ing letters on b~half of our local unions to the Sena

outrageously wicked, such an all-pollut- tors of the respective States, urging the adoption of 
ing thing, and if it is such a heinous sin this. ·bill:, and let us set at work, and in this diffi
to read it, it is a query with us how in the cult emergency, having done all, stand. Mrs. Mary 
world-aU tli:e Sund~y-law.preaolle~s 'know H. Hunt is in Washington,to foward thenewmove-

ment, and will wisely dl.rect our forces as heretofore. 
so much about it? Although they warn Mrs. Bittenbende~: will also work unceasingly Jo:i' 
everybody agaihstit under penalty. of the. themeasii:~;e;" · ·. · 

imputation o:f!a gl'€iat sjJ:i,, yet thflY: t;rle:w-<. .;je~?, i.Se;iator Blair's theory of govern
selves seem to know all about it; .they can ment and the purposes of his legislation 
tell exactly how many col1+uiris of gossip, are- directly in the line of things of the 
how muqh scandal, etc., -different editions Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 
of the Sunday paper contain .. ·. How can As we have shown in the SENTINEL, the 
these things be? theory of government contemplated in 

A STATEMENT that is quite often made, 
and which seems to be considered of much 
weight, by the workers for religious legis
lation is that "your rights end where 
mine begin." This statement has. not a 
particle of truth in it; It is simply an-·· 
other form of expressing their 'arrogant 
assumption of all rights. For if your 
rights end where mine begin, then it is for 
me to decicJ.e where mine do begin, and 
wherever that may be, there your rights 
must end. Don't you see? 11). other :words, 
all the rights that you have are just such 
as I choose to allow. The truth of the 
matter is that rights are perfectly equal. 
Your rights begin where mine begin; and 
end only where mine end. 

THAT Wisconsin decision .has caused 
wide-spread discussion, but none too wide. 
It is interesting to see the course·thatthe 
discussion takes. The great majority of· 
the secular papers indorse it. In fact, 
we have found but one that does not in
dorse it, and that is the Inter-Ocean. 
On the other hand, the religious papers 
and preachers, especially the Methodist, 
strongly disapprove. The ·N~w York In
dependent unqualifiedly indorses it. The 
Christian Advocate is the representative 
journal of an· Methodism in the United> 
States. It decidedly disapproveii! of the 
decision. It says :- · · 

It seems very odd that the Bibleshohld begravely 
pronounced a sectarian book by the chief tribunal of 
one of the States of this eminently Christian country 
and so does the argument by which the court sus
tains that pronouncement. 

This position of the Protestant preachers 

that legislation is directly the reverse of 
that of the United States Government, and 
it is directly opposed to Christian princi
ples, and, in short, aims at the subver-

. sion of Christianity itself. 

TB:ERE is opposition also in Canada 
against the Dominion Sunday Law that 
is proposed for enadanent. A correspond
ent of the Moncton Times says:-

A reaction has set in against Charlton's Sabbath 
observance bill and petitions against its passage 
headed, "A Plea for Religious Liberty," and pray
ing the (Joi):lru,ons not to pass any bill in regard to 

. the obse&3,nce of Sabbath or any other religious or 
ecclesiasticalinstitu.tion; or to favor the adoption of 

· any legislation_ to conflict with the rights of con
science, were presented to,day from Westmoreland, 
Scots' Bay, Tiverton, Digby, French Village, Hali- · 
fax, Dartmouth, Indian Harbor, Moncton and 
Truro. 

That is right. Let the good work go on. 
Call the attention of legislators to the 
essential evil that belongs with such legis
lation: Our friends in Canada have not 
the co11stitutional basis for their opposition 
that we have in this country, but they 
have all the basis of inalienable civil and 
religious rights that we have in this coun
try, or that people have anywhere else, 
and that is the strongest basis that any 
argument can have. This proposed legis
lation gives to the friends of 'liberty of 
conscience an excellent opportunity to 
make known to the people of Canada what 
are the so11nd principles of Christianity 
upon'th~~eparation between religion and 
the State.~·-. We hope they will employ the 
opportunity for all that it is worth. 
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IT is said that the Catholics of Manitoba 
have a grievance, the Legislature of that 
Province having passed an act forbidding 
the Catholics to have separate schools, and 
requiring all classes to patronize the na

; tional secular schools. This is certainly 
an infringement of religious liberty. Peo
ple of \'l>ny religion, or no religion, 
certainly have a right to educate their 
children in . their own faith, and in their 
.own schools, if they see fit to do so. It 
seems clear that the State should make 
it possible for all children to obtain an 
education, the same as it provides means 
whereby they may, if other sources fail, 

. obtain food and clothing, but it would 
be just as consistent for the State to 
insist that all children shall eat certain 
things aJ+d be clothed in a certain way, as 
to insist that they slrall be educated in a 
certain way. The Catholic opposition to 
public schools is certainly unwise and 
wrong,· but Protestants should not go to 
ihe other extreme and deprive Catholics 
of their right to maintain their own 
'ii~b.ools. Catholics have rights as citizens, 
as .veil as Protestants. 

NEW YORK, MAY 1, 1890. 

nounces that the "condition of things in 
that State •will bring the wrath of Al
mighty God on the whole Nation if it be 
allowed to continue," and quotes "Shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a Nation 
as this ? " He calls it "The surrender. of 
the magna charta o£ our American Prot
estant Christian liberty." He supports 
his statement by the following piece of 
logic:-

Bible morality and Bible religion is the parentage 
of every State in the Union', therefore the command 
to honor thy father and thy mother is binding on 
all the States individually and unitedly. " He that 
wasteth his father and chaseth away his mother, is 
a son that bringeth reproach." Prov. 19: 26. Re
proach in this case attaches to all the members of 
the family. 

And upon this he calls loudly for the 
removal of this reproach, by having the 
Constitution of the United States "so 
amended as to give an undeniable legal ba
sis" to Christianity, or rather to what the 
theological instructors shall declare is 
Christianity . 

What Is a Sect? 

WE have before stated that the New 
York Christian Advocate, the represent
ative journal of all Methodism in the 
United States, disapproves of the Wiscoll:' 
sin decision. It gives considerable space 
to the discussion of it in its issue of April 
3, under the heading, "The Bible Not Sec
tarian," in the attempt to prove that the 
Bible is not sectarian. In proof it argues 
thus:-

. IN the Christian Nation,. of }.VJ:arch 26, ThecourtoontendsthattheBibleisa"sectarian" 
Rev. John A. Dodds discusses the Wis- book. Sectarian means that which pertains to a 

h sect. A sect is something cut off, a division. The 
consin Supreme Court decision on t e Jews are not a sect; but there are sects among 
Bible in the schools. He declares that ac- them TheMohammedansare nota sect; but there 
cording to this decision ''Wisconsin is well are sects among them. Christianity is simply are
on the way toward the religion and mo- ligion not a sect; but it embraces sects, plenty of 

h them. The Roman Catholic Church is a sect, so is 
rality of the Hottentots and of the Frenc the Presbyterian, the Protestant Episcopal and other 
revolutionists; " and that, '' if the Su- · churches. All these Christian sects accept the Bible, 
preme Court of Wisconsin has interpreted· not all 'the sall!e version precisely, but substantially 
the Constitution aright in this respect, it the same book. 

is certainly a covenant with death and an It was not the Bible in any such sense 
agreement with hell." He says, "It is un- as the Advocate uses, that the Wisconsin 
American, unchristian, and in the light of Court. pronounced s~ctarian. No such 
our past history, it is a falsehood." He an- question as that was inv<?,lv:ed in the case. 

NUMBER 18. 

The question before the court was not the 
abstract question of what the Bible is, 
without any reference to version, or any
thing of that kind. The question before the 
court was, Whether the reading of King 
James's version of the Bible in the public 
schools is sectarian instruction within the 
meaning of the Constitution? The court 
decided that it is. And this, even the 
Christian Advocate's argument here given 
will justify. It says: "The Roman Cath
olic Church is a sect." Then is not the 
Roman Catholic version of the Scriptures
that versioil. which is accepted alone by 
Catholics, and which is rejected and de
nounced by Protestants-is not that ver~ 
sion then a sectarian version ? If the 
Roman Catholic Church is a sect, then 
assuredly that version of the Scripture 
is sectarian which is ac.cording to their 
views and is accepted only by them, and 
is renounced and denounced by all other 
sects. And, by parity of reasoning, Prot
estanism is a sect, and that version which 
is accepted only by Protestants, which is 
called the Protestant version, and which 
is disagreed to and is denounced by Ro
man Catholics and others, is sectarian. 
And, in deciding the question which came 
before the court, as it arose, as it was tried, 
and as it was argued throughout, that 
court could not have come to any other 
just conclusion than that King James's 
version of the Bible, the Protestant ver
sion, is sectarian. 

But the Advocate's argument upon what 
is a sect is a queer thing. Mark, it says: 
" A sect is something cut off, a division; " 
then it says, "The Jews are not a sect, 
and the Mohammedans are not a sect and 
that Christianity is not a sect." It is 
proper before going further, to give the 
full definition of the word sect. It is 
this:-

SECT, from Latin secare, sectum to cut off, to 
separate.. Hence, a. body of persons who have 
separated from others in virtue of some special 
doctrine, or set of doctrines, which they hold in 
common; a school or denomination; especially, .a 
religious denomination. 

Now when Mohammedanism began, when 
Mohammed and Abubeker, with their few 
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followers, separated themselves from all 
their former associations and were hunted 
foi{their lives; when' they fled.to Me.din~, 
aiid raised a greater follo\ving that pres
ently brought onwar;-was not that a divis
ion ? . And Was not Mohammed, with his 

· followers there separated, cut off, from the 
great body of the nation because of their 
r~ligibus faith ? There was certainly a di
v;tslon. Mohammed by his teachings and 
in~uence caused that division. That di
visi6n was the origin of the Mohammedans 
and therefore the Mohammedans in their 
origin were a sect, and if the Moham
medans were then a sect, they are a sect 
stilL The Mohammedans therefore cer
tainly do for.m a sect. There may be in
deed, as the Advocate says, sects among 
them, but the sects among them would 
come in much the same way as the sect 
its-elf came in the beginning-by separat
ing, dividing, on some points of doctrine. 

It is the same way with the Jews. We 
presume that the Advocate uses the term 
'' Jews " to define Israel as a people, and 
not simply the descendants of Judah. 
Take them in their origin, beginning with 
Abraham, did not Abraham separate him
self from his own people in religious 
things, and did he not separate himself 
from his own people actually, because of 
his religious faith ? Was there not a 
division, and 'faS not Abraham's descend
ants always separated from the peoples 
and the nations round ? Did not the Lord 
make them separate ? As surely as they 
were divided from their own kindred as well 
as from all the other people around about 
on: account of their religious faith, so 
surely were they a sect, and so surely are 
they still a sect. · 

And Christians are a sect. At the origin 
of Christianity there was a separation, a 
marked division. The first Christians 
were Jews, separated, cut off, from the 
great body of the people with whom they 
belonged, They were separated from their 
own parents, their own brothers and 
sisters, in virtue of a special doctrine 
wh~ch they held. There was a marked 
division at the day of Pentecost, and for
ward. We might go farther· back, but 
from that time the distinction was clear 
and· the division absolute. Christians 
then certainly formed a sect; in the very 
nature of things it was so. Christianity 
therefore was at that time, and in the true 
sober sepse of the word, sectarian. Chris
tianity pertained to those· who were Chris:. 
tians, and these formed a sect. 

More than this, there is not a single 
definite form of religion in the world 
whose professors do not form a sect, and 
which is not, consequently, sectarian. The 
ortly thing in this respect that is not sec
ta~~aJi, is the religious faculty itself. 
MEni' ~re born with the religious faculty, 
and if this faculty always manifested itself 
'in every tndividual on the earth in exactly 

· the Saime way, and through the s.anie forms 
of· worship, there wou_ld be no such thing 

as a sect, and. there would be no sectarian
islll therefore in the world. But this 
faculty is developed, and manifests itself, 
in many different ways. And in as many 
different ways as it does manifest itself, 
so many divisions there are, consequently 
so many sects. 

The Mohammedans are therefore,a sect; 
the Jews are a sect; the Brahmins are a 
sect; the Buddhists are a sect; Christians 

. are 'a sect; and the religio·u,. therefore, 
professed by each one of these is sectarian. 
Christianity is sectarian as certainly as 
Mohammedanism is. Christianity forms a 
diVision of earth's people in religion as cer
tainly as does Mohammedanism. Chris
tianity is .cut off, separated, from the great 
majority of the world's people, and from 
all fellowship with their religious forms 
and faiths, as certainly as any profession 
could be. Then as the word sect means 
something cut off, to separate., a division, 
it is only a plain, fair use of the word to 
say that Christians form a sect. And it 
is no title of reproach at all therefore to 
accept the true, fair meaning of the word 
and say that Christianity is sectarian. 

The trouble is that the bigotry of sects 
has attached to the word a meaning of re
proach, and it is almost invariably used in 
that sense and to convey that idea. And 
from this all the different denominations, 
the different sects, that is, have become so 
afraid of the sentiment of reproach that 
has been instilled into the word, that they 
dare not preach that which has made 
them the distinct denominations, the sects, 
that they are; but must needs confine 
themselves to mere generalizations, and 
so have robbed themselves of the strength 
which attaches to definite truth firmly be
lieved, definitely stated and insisted upon. 
If there was more love for truth, even the 
truth in regard to the word sect or sec
tarian, and less fear of reproach, it would 
be much better for all the sects. But so 
long as people fear the reproach, more 
than they love the truth, of what ihey pro
fess to believe, so long will there be such 
a dread of anything sectarian as will rob 
them of all the virtue of the truths which 
they hold. 

Undoubtedly Moses was held to be in
tensely sectarian when he chose the re
proach of Christ more than the honors of 
Egypt. Paul we know, with all his fel
low Christians, was held to be sectarian. 
They were distinctly called a sect, and 
rightly so, according to the definition of 
the word. The Saviour distinctly says 
that he came to send division. Paul defi
nitely commands, " Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate." That is sec
tarianism; it is the right kind of secta
rianism too. If there were more of it in 
this land which boasts so mucl;L Christian
ity, those who profess the Christianity 
would not need to be calling upon the 
United States Government for help in 
causing Christianity to be received, and 
its instituiii"ns observed. A. T. J. 

A Baptist Doctor on Sunday Laws. 

.A BAPTIST Bible Conference was held 
in the First Baptist Church, at Oakland, 
April 2, 3, 4. Several subjects were con
sidered, among them being 'the " Lord's 
day," Rev. Daniel Reaa, LL. D., in-

-tructot. This gentleman is a thorough 
scholar, having been president of an Illi
nois college for some years, and withal a 
strict observer of Sunday, so much so, 
that when he came to California he paid 

·one hundred dollars extra for his con
science, so that he and his family could 
s~op over on Sunday instead of travelling 
on that day. 

His subject in the regular program of 
the conference dealt only with the relig
ious phase of the question, he of course, 
holding that Sunday was of divine author
ity. At the close of the lesson the ques
tion was asked, "Doctor, do you believe 
in a Sunday law ? " The answer came 
at once," No, sir." "But do you not be
lieve in a Sunday law for the protection 
of workingmen?" The reply was that 
workingmen are already protected. But, 
it was urged, "Here is a railway which 
runs on Sunday and employs on that day 
one hundred men; ought not those men 
to be protected ? " The Doctor's reply was 
"They are protected. No one can compel 
them to work. You have no right to say 
the railroad may not run on that day, or 
that people shall not go to picnics on that 
day, or work on that day. It is a sin for 
men to break the Sabbath, but with that 
matter we have nothing to do. They 
have a right to employ men on the Sab
bath, if men wish to work." 

The doctor said that his brethren seemed 
to have wrong ideas about protection. 
Men are now protected against working 
on Sunday. The railroad could not com
pel a man to work if the man did not 
wish to labor. No man could be com
pelled to sin. The railroad men simply 
give men. their choice, work or quit. 
They could quit and 'seek work elsewhere. 
But, the question was further urged, 'f Sup
posing it was work or starve ? " " Then," 
said the Doctor, "let them starve. Men 
have endured greater things than that for 
conscience' sake. You would not have 
Christians a lot of children would you ? " 
- The doctor went' on to show that 

Sunday law would make men worse, for 
if they desired now to cease labor to wor
ship God on Sunday, they could do so; 
and if they did not wish to spend the time 
in that way, all that a law would result 
in would be compulsory idleness; and Sa
tan always finds something for idle hands 
to do. And then when would we· stop 
this legislation ? We do not believe that 
the laboring man would get any good at 
the Roman Catholic Church. The Uni
tarian Church dishonors Christ. Men 
had better be at work. To be logical we 
would ne>t ~only have to compel people to 
attend church. but would have to compel 
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them to attend the Baptist Church. He 
said it would be better for the drunkard if 
he worked all the time. 

It was said, "Suppose that a German 
band should stop before a church door on 
Sun!f€tY during .. service, and there play 
and sing, what would you do?" "Arrest 
them. for a nuisance," was the reply. 
"They have no right to disturb a religious 
meeting at any time." 

·Then a lady made a pathetic appeal for 
the boys against the Sunday saloons 
which. seduced and led away the guileles~ 
youth. . What would the doctor do with 

> these. wolves. which are devouring the 
lamba? He replied that he would go 
muilh. farther than.the sister; he.believed 

,in·the absolute prohibition of the liquor 
· traffLc for ~ll the time, and as regards the 
woly~s, did. not Christ say to his disciples, 
" :B,tJ:P.old, I send you forth a~ s~eep in the 
w:idst., of, wolves·~ ? We are not to escape 

-the· temptations of this life.. While we 
sho'tlld not be of the world yet are we in 
t'b.e \V'orld .. But in .whatever path we go, 
we may know that the great Shepherd is 
nea;r. Shfje,p have little power to defend, 
but ~he Shepherd who is ever. watching 
~ill care for the sheep. Teach the boys the 
~vilsof tl}e saloon and to shun those evils. 

But the question: between classes was 
not ret over. One member a'sked, "Sup
posing th~t our Adventist fTiends were 
worship~g down here in their church on 
Twe1fth St;reet, apd the next door to them 
wel;'~ a number of carpenters at work on a 

. building; ought the carpenters to stop?" 
'":Chey ought," replied the dpctor. "The 
Ad:veJltists have vested rights and they 
have a right to worship and ought to be 
prot!3cted," . This, however d.id not satisfy. 
Anopher asked, '' What if the carpenters 
outnumbered the Adventists; what then, 
ought they to stop work?" . 

"Brethr!'ln," said the doctor, and the 
ve~erable w,an grew eloqu.ent, "this is not 
a question, of numbers but of rights. If 
there is but one man and the millions of 
this. CO"Il:ntry are against him, he has his 
rights, equ.al to theirs; uo matter whether 
he is an Adventist, or a Jew, or a miser
able Chinaman, whom everybody thinks 
he has the privilege of kicking, who de
sires to· worship Joss in a Joss house, no 
one has a right to int~rfere with him." 

"When, "the doctor asked,' 'did the church 
·of God ~13:i.n her greatest victories ? · Was 
it when !:1!11 the pomp and power of the 
world was given her? Or was .it other
wise ?-She gained her greatest victories 
when all the world was against her, when 
all law was against her, and when her 
children laid down their lives for the 
word of God." Sunday laws were con
trary to all Baptist traditon, and what is 
more, they were contrary to the teachings 
of Christ. 

This is· but a mild abstract of the doc
tor's reasons and answers so admirably 
and< forcibly put. May. Baptists and 
Christians everywhere read, ponder, and 
notice. ~L C. WILcox. 

Opposed to the Blair Measures. 

THE Constitution of the United States 
declares that Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 

Senator Blair introduced a joint resolu
tion in the United States Senate, Decem
ber 9, 1889, proposing to amend the Con
stitution of the United States so that "no 
State" shall ever make or. maintain any 
law respecting an "establishment of re
ligion, or prohibiting the fre~ _exercise 
thereof." This is the :first section of the 
article containing the proposed amend
ment. ·· The second section proposes the 
establishment of "a system of free public 
schools" in which is to be included in
struction '' in the common branches of 
learning, in virtue and morality, and in 
knowledge of the fundamental and non
sectarian principles of Christianity." 

The :first section of this article is in ac
cordaiice with the provision of the Con
stitution of the United States in regard to 
religious establishments, and is not partic
ularly objectionable, but the second sec
tion is right in the teeth of the :first and 
iu viola.tion of the provision of the 'con
stitution already existing. · It is practic
ally, a plain step in the direction of a 
religious establishment, organized and 
maintained by the federal Government. 
. The Bl~ir Educational bill now pending 
m the Umted States Senate, and on which 
~he author has been speaking for a week, 
Is but a bait set upon a federal hook, to 
catch the unwary, and to lead them into 
the support of the joint resolution pro
posing the amendment alluded to above. 
B~ptists are utterly opposed to every
thmg that squints at union of Church and 
State. Let them speak out in no uncer
tain tones, in regard to these measures 
which promise nothing but evil to both.
T}le Christian Index and Southern Bap
hst, Atlanta, Georgia., February fJ7 ,1890. 

___ ....._.,.,~.----
History Repeats Itself. 

THE Union BigneLl of February 13, has 
the following:-

From o_ne of the ~oremost Quakers of this country 
comes tlns proJ?hetic declaration: '}There has lately 
come to me qmte an 'opening' as we Friends some
times say, on the sort of agency the Lord intended 
our Woman's Christian Temperance Union to be 
and the reason he chose the women for this work: 
I cannot just say that the Lord anointed the women 
~o be his prophets to this Government, but I believe 
It as truly as that Elijah was sent to reprove Ahab 
or Jere_rniah to rebuke and warn the king of Judah: 
God d1d. not take office holders in that day, or 
persons m any way dependent upon government 
favor to use as a 'voice.' He took those who had 
practically, nothing to lose, and I really believe that 
the Christian women of this land were the only 
element of our population that God could trust to 
deliver his reproofs and warnings faithfully." 

All that is necessary to say of the above 
is that if .the Woman's Christian Temper
ance U~I()n are prophets to this govern
~ent, they are prophets of evil, prophesy
mg out of their own heart, . saying, The 

Lord saith, when the Lord hath not 
spoken. See Jer. 23: 16-29; Eze. 13: 3-13. 
The kingdom of Christ will not come 
through the gate-way of politics as Miss 
Willard and others have declared· the 
g?od time is not coming which the; pre
diCt. Bl~t perhaps this Friend's prophecy 
may be, m a sense, from the Lord. His
tory sometimes repeats itself. "And the 
Lord said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that 
he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? 
And one said on this manner and another 
said on that manner. And there ca~e 
forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord 
and said I will persuade him. And th; 
Lord said unto him, Wherewith ? And 
~e sai~,. I _will go forth, and I will be a ly
mg spint m the mouth of all his prophets. 
And he said, Thou shalt persuade him 
and prevail also ; go forth, and do so: 
No~ ihere!~re,. behold, the Lord hath put 
a lymg spint mto the mouth of all these 
th! prophets, and the Lord hath spoken 
evil concerning thee." 1 Kings 22: 20-23. 
-Signs of the Times. · 

-----------------
Union of Church and State. 

THE Christian State.sma.n of April 10 
has an article by Rev. W. J. Coleman' 
Professor of Political Science in Genev~ 
~ollege, Pennsylvania, the object of which 
Is to show the impossibility of a union of 
Church and State in this country and that 
outside the · ranks of Mormons and Ro
manists nobody desires such a union. In 
stating the matter Mr. Coleman says:-

In the phrase . "union of Church and State," 
there can be no doubt as to the sense in which the 
word " State " is used. . . . The State means 
the Nation, or whole body of. people. . . . 
The word "Church" may mean, (1) A building 
where ":or~hipers meet; (2) Those who gather in 
sue? bmldmg, or a congregation; (3) A body of 
believers acknowledging the same ecclesiastical 
authm:ity, or_ denomination: (4) The collective body 
of behevers m the world. These acknowledge no 
central authority and are not combined in am; 
hu_m~n organization; (5) The aggregate of relig-ion"s 
prmCiples and ideas in a community. 

The professor then ask~, " When ~e 
speak of a union of Church and State 
which of these is meant?" and con
tinues:-

The union of the State with the Church taken in 
the first, second, or fourth sense would be impos· 
si~le. . . . When, however, we turn to the 
thn·d and fifth meanings we reach the heart of the 
whole difficulty. 

' Referring then to the claim that the 
adoption of this " aggregate of religious 
principles and ideas " would be a union of 
Church and State, lJtlr. Coleman says:- . 

We deny this in toto and declare that when the 
S~ate adopts an idea or principle, it does not con-
stitute such a union. · 

But a de.nial is not proof, and so we 
m-qst examme the proofs before we can 
feel warranted in accepting this denial 
explicit though it be. Mr. Coleman's :first 
argument is that "a principle and a State 
not being of the same specie$ c;annot be 
united." But this is merely techni~~l and 
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deserves but brief notice. The whole 
body of believers, he says, may properly 
be called the Church. But he assumes 
that they recognize no central authority. 
This is, how~ver, a mistake as he himself 
shows later on in his own article. The 
Church, in this broad sense, does recognize 
a ~ommo:i:t authority. All denominations 
more· or less fully recognize God as the 
great moral Governor and his law as 
that by which all men will be judged; in 
short the revealed will of God is the 
authority recognized by the Church in its 
broadest sense, and it is this same authority 
that the National Reformers demand shall 
be recognized as the supreme law of the 
United States, thus making the law of the 
Church and the law of the land one ana 
the ·same. If this would not be a union 
of· Church and State in all essential par
tictllars it would be hard to say what 
would constitute such a union. 

Ml'. Coleman's second argument deserves 
more attention for while it is no stronger 
it is more likely to deceive the unwary. 
He says:-

The American objection to a union of Church and 
State is founded on the evils which such a union has 
produced in the nations of the old world. The phrase, 
therefore, has an historical sense, and to take it 
from that sense is to give it a new meaning with 
which to deceive people who suppose that we are 
talking of the same kind of a union of Church and 
State that produced the evil1:esults. The union of 
Church and State found in history has always been 
the ·union of an. organized State with an organized 
Church. In England the State is united with the 
Episcopal Church, in Scotland with the Presbyte
rian Church, in Prussia with the Lutheran Church, 
in Spain with the Roman Catholic Church. . . . 
This is the kind of union of Church and State that 
the American people are opposed to. 

It is noticeable that Mr. Coleman goes 
back only a few: hundred years for all his 
examples of a union of Church and State. 
Why does he not go at once to the fount
ain head of all corrupt church establish
me.nts, namely, Rome in the fourth cent
ury ?-Simply because he could not do so 
without destroying his own argument. 
Every one who is familiar with the his
tory of the first four centuries of the 
Christian era knows that the first union 
of Church and State was nothing more 
ap.d nothing less than that which Mr. 
Coleman insists would not now constitute 
such a union. Constantine did only that 
whiCh the National Reformers demand 
that this Nation shall do, namely, he made 
the Nation Christian by adopting the Chris
tian religion as the national religion. Then 
the bishops of the Christian Church, that 
is of the whole body of believers, came to
gether and decided what was the Chris
tian religion, and thus was formed the 
nucleus of what has for centuries been 
known as the Roman Catholic Church. 

To say that only a union of religion and 
the Stat6l is desired and not a union of 
Church and State, is to say that the 
Church and religion can be separated. 
Buf this is impossible. Constantine only 
adopted the Christian religion; he did 

not make any denomination the State 
Church. He had no thought of such a 
thing. Neander testifies that it had be
come Constantine's " favorite plan to 
unite together all his subjects in the 
worship of one God." That is he wished 
all to become Christians; not necessarily 
to come together in one organic union but 
in one faith so broad that all could assent 
to it. The emperor "represented the 
questions in dispute as being nothing but 
rash, speculative questions, standing in no 
connection whatever with the essence of 
Christianity." He reasoned no doubt as 
men do to-day, that even if all could not 
see alike on all points they ought to upon 
essential doctrines, and therefore he 
wanted some authority to decide what 
were the essentials. And that is just 
what is said now about the differences 
which separate the various denominations. 
These we are told are minor differences; 
and that which they demand that the 
Government shall recognize, is what they 
term the fundamental, non,sectarian prin
ciples of Christianity, those things upon 
which all can unite, not in the sense of 
forming one organic whole, a single de
nomination, but in the sense of giving 
united moral support to those principles. 
And this is just what they did in the time 
of Constantine; they simply agreed that 
Christianity, in the abstract, should be 
the recognized religion. But as soon as 
the bishops had decided what was Chris
tianity, a church began to crystallize 
around the creed which contained their 
definition of Christianity. And it was 
inevitable that it should be so. It could 
not have been otherwise. And it would 
be the same now. Before Christianity 
can have practically, as the National Re
formers demand that it shall have, "an 
undeniable legal basis" in this country, 
it must be defined, that is it must be de
cided what constitutes Chr~tianity, and 

·that definition will be the national creed 
just as the Nicene creed was the creed of 
Rome. 

Of course nobody intends that this shall 
result as it did in Rome. Nobody wants 
to make any denomination the State 
Church, but it is none the less the truth 
that the adoption of "national Christian
ity" which the Declaration of Principles 
of the recent National Reform Convention 
at Washington demands, would constitute 
a union of Church and State just as truly 
as such a union was formed in the time of 
Constantine the Great. It is true as Mr. 
Coleman says, that "the phrase union of 
Church and State has an historical sense," 
but it is also true that that historical 
sense is just as inseparably connected with 
the history of the Church in the fourth 
century as in the fifteenth or at any other 
time. 

Of the relation of the Church to the 
State during the early part of th(;) fourth 
century Neander says:-

With the commencement of this period the Church 
, entered into an entirely different relation to the 

State. It did not 1nerely become a whole, recog
nized as legal, an4 tolerated by the State,-which 
it had been already from the reign of Gallien down 
to the Diocletian persecution,-but the State itself 
declared its· principles to be those to which every
thing must be subordinated. Christianity became, 
by degrees, the dominant State religion, though not 
entirely in the same sense as paganism had been be
fore. Church and State constituted, henceforth, two 
wholes, one interpenetrating the other, and standing 
in a relation of mutual action and reaction. The 
advantageous influence of this was, that the Church 
could now exert its transforming power also on the 
relations of the State; but the measure and the 
character of this power depended on the state of 
the inner life in the Church itself. The healthful 
influence of the Church is indeed to be perceived in 
many particular cases; though it was very far 
from being so mighty as it must have been, had 
everything proceeded from the spirit of genuine 
Christianity, and had the State actually subordi· 
nated itself to this spirit. But, on the other hand, 
the Church had now to struggle under a great {lis
advantage; for instead of being left free, as it was 
before, to pursue its own course of development, it 
was subjected to the influence of a foreign, secular 
power, :which in various ways, would operate to 
check and disturb it; and the danger, in this case, 
increased in the same proportion as the political 
life with which the Church came in contact was 
corrupt. 

And this is exactly the relation which 
National Reformers insist shall exist be
tween the State and the Church in this 
country; and this is the nature of the 
temptation to which they would expose 
the Church. They demand that the 
Christian principles, the principles of the 
Church, shall be those to which· every
thing shall be subordinated; and that the 
Church, as such, shall participate in po
litical matters, but that for their mutual 
good the Church and the State shall be 
separate. 

But being under one law, governed by 
one principle, what was the result an
ciently ? Let Neander answer : " The su
preme magistrates now considered them
selves as members of .the Church, and 
took a personal share in its concerns; but 
it was no easy matter for them to fix the 
proper limits to this participation." And 
who can doubt that it would be the same 
again ? Once let the civil authorities be 
called upon to decide church questions, or 
to pass upon the meaning and scope of 
the moral law, the law which governs the 
Church, even though it be called civil 
law, and they can nevermore be separated 
from the administration of that law. 
"Whatever domain Government invades 
it dominates. The jurisdiction which it 
takes it keeps;" 

The National Reform movement of the 
nineteenth century is the National Reform 
movement of the · fourth century over 
again. Then under stress of so-called 
Christian influence the State declared the 
principles of the Church to be those to 
which everything must be subordinated, 
and the demand is made now that the 

·State shall do the same thing. Can we 
hope that the result would be diff<ilrent? 
The demand as now formulated is that 
"Christian morality shall be taken as the 
ultimate standard of right and that aU 
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our laws shall conform to this standard." 
This simply means to make the divine 
law, or rather .that which the courts may 
hold or the Church decide to be the divine 
law, the fundamental law of the land. It 
would then be superior to the Constitution, 
and human judges would administer the 
divine law and decree punishment for its 
infraction! As before stated, the Church 
and the State would both be governed by 
the same law; in the Church it would be 
known as ecclesiastical law, in the State 
as civil law; but it would be the same 
law. This is simply what was done :in 
the Dark Ages, and the evils of a union of 
Church and State ·are inseparable from 
such' a system whether it be called a union 
of Church and State or only a union of 
religion arid the Str1te. A skunk by any 
othei· name would smell as rank, and it 
is just as true that the evils of Church 
nnd State are not dependent upon· the 
na:tne by which that union may be called. 

· · C. P. BoLLMAN. 

A National Reformer's Plea for Saloon
Keepers. 

A NOTABLE effort to secure the passage 
of an ordinance closing saloons on Sunday 
has ·. beBn defeated by our City Council. 
T.hw Judiciary Committee have reported 
against its passage, with but one dissent
ing voice, The measure was .the pet 
scheme of Rev. N. R. Johnston, the Pa
cific Coast apostle of National Reform, 
an,d it was supported by the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union and several 
ministers, who have labored zealously to 
palm it off as a temperance measure. 
But the more they talked about it, the 
more it became evident that it was de
signed to further the Sunday-sacredness 
dogma rather than temperance reform. 

Mr. Oamron, of the council, was very 
outspoken against the passage of all such 
ordinances, and his remarks called out 
Mr. Johnston, who took the councilman to. 
task through the columns of the Morning 
Times. Replying to the remark, "The 
liquor men have a right to do business, 
and we have given it to them," Mr. John
ston says:-

But who gave the saloonists the right to sell 
strong drink to common drinkers? The divine 
Lawgiver f:tom whom alone rights are derived, did 
not. He is a kind, as well as a just Ruler. 

Conceding the truth of this assertion, it 
is equally true that the divine Lawgiver 
never gave Mr. Johnston or his party the 
right to impose Sunday observance upon 
a11y of his fellow-citizens. It is also true 
that the .divine Lawgiver never gave any 
man the right to change his law in re
spect to the Sabbath-day; but the Govern
ment recognizes the right of Sunday ad
v-ocates to believe and act individually as 
they please in the matter. We do not 
.h~ar Mr. Johnston censuring the Govern
ment for giving them the right to violate 
God's law in this respect. He knows 

very well that the divine law says "The 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God," and no Sunday adherent has 
ever dared to print it any other way; yet 
he declines to observe that day, and ad
vocates the substitution of another day in 
its stead, and also the enforcement of that 
observance upon others. Should the city, 
or the State, or general Government un
dertake to abridge his civil right to ig
nore the divine law in this respect, would 
he admit the validity of his argument in 
the case under consideration ? This in
quisitorial principle of men assuming to 
be the executors of the divine law, is the 

, principle which lies back of all religious 
dominem·ing in civil affairs, from what
ever source. 

But the crowning argument for this at
tempted Sunday-sacredness boom, under 
the thin guise of temperance, is found in 
the patronizing plea for the saloonists op
portunity to go to church, or to the picnic. 
In view of the success of the movement, 
he says:-

The saloonist would have an opportunity to go to 
church, or to the picnic, or to rest at home, on our 
rest-day. 

Poor fellows ! Certainly nobody will 
ever again censure them for not going to 
church since one of their worst enemies is 
ready to plead that they have no oppor
tunity. But how do those other mer
chants and owners of mechanical shops 
along the same street get to church ? 
There is no law to compel them to close. 
However, that logic might be explained 
in some ingenious way were it not for 
that incongruous plea in behalf of '' sa
loonists" for an opportuil.ity to go to pic
nics. At other times the Sunday-law 
preachers have complained because picnics 
are allowed on that day at all. But worst 
of all seems to be their lack of. opportu
nity to ''rest at home on our rest-day," and 
a city ordinance is therefore necessary for 
their relief. · 

But why all. this beating round the 
bush to get a start on 11 Sunday-law cam
paign? Everybody knows the argument 
is absurd. The truth is, a great effort is 
to be made this summer to secure the 
election of a State Legislature that will 
enact a Sunday law next winter. Mrs. 
Bateham is in the State already; Mr. 
Crafts is announced for a tour of the 
State in May; the Prohibition party has 
just held its State convention, and has in
serted a Sunday-law plank (encased in a 
"civil" screen) in its platform, and every 
available agency is being prepared for a 
vigorous campaign. 

We may expect all manner of "clash
ing voices " arguments on the part of the 
Sunday-law speakers and writers, and 
some people are curious to know how 
much of a figure will be cut in the cam
paign by the plea of Mr. Johnston for the 
saloonists' opportunity to go to picnics on 
that day. W. N. GLENN. 

Oakland, Cal., April13, 1890. 

Follies of the Wise. 

IT seems from a Washington dispatch 
printed in the Boston Advertiser, that Mr. 
Edmunds is still meditating upon his pro
posed national university at Washington, 
and is even thinking of making the estab
lishment of such an institution a memorial 
and celebration of the discovery of Amer
ica:-

Senator Edmunds, in speaking about the Chicago 
World's Fair bill to-day, said that he did not intend 
to a1;tagol!ize that measure. when it comes up for 
cons1deratwn, but that he did propose to bring for
ward at as early a day as possible his National 
University bilL 

He said he intended to have had the measure ma
tured some time ago, but owing to a severe illness 
from which he had not entirely recovered, he haq 
been unable to give the subject the attention it 
required. 

That it would can-y with it a large smn of money 
to be appropriated from the treasury of the United 
S~tes; and whether it should be a commemoration 
of the discovery of America by Christopher Colum
bus, was for the Senate to determine. 

It is very kind of Mr. Edmunds to think 
of Christopher Columbus, but it would be 
still kinder of him to think of the Ameri
can people. Leaving out of question the 
absurdity and impropriety of a national 
university, the absence of constitutional 
warrant for the establishment and. main
tenance of such an institution by the Gov
ernment, the political squabbles and scan
dals and the educational anomalies which 
would inevitably result, and the difficulty 
of organizing a faculty, and, in certain 
branches of knowledge, of providing in
structors who would not be objectionable 
to large sections of public opinion; leaving 
out of sight all these tough questions, 
there is still one question which should be 
enough to gravel Mr. Edmunds or any 
other fine old Federalist - Republican. 
What right has the Government to tax 
everybody for the benefit of the few stu
dents who would have the time and the 
means to resort to a national university? 

There are colleges enough and universi
ties enough, and to spare, in the United 
States already. The only truly national 
university possible to this country is the 
primary school. There :can't be too 
much of that. There can't be too little 
of such a national humbug as Mr. Ed
munds proposes. 

We entreat Mr. Edmunds not to asso
ciate the name of Columbus with a hum
bug.-New York Sun. 

EDWARD BELLAMY, the author of 
"Looking Backward," and "The Fool's 
Paradise," sagely observes that the hardest 
workers and the chiefest producers are 
the poorest paid and worst treated. And 
of the truth of this we seem to find proof 
in the fact that Mr. Bellamy has made a 
pile of money and won heaps of admiration 
out of that book of his, while the compos
itors who set up the type, the men who 
run the presses, the operatives who made 
the paper, and others haven't made more 
than ordinary wages out of it, and are not 
quite so well treated as Mr. Bellamy is by 
the admirers of that kind of rubbish.
Ohicago Times. 
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N:A'I'IONALI 

RELIGIOUS. LIBERTY ASSOCIATION. 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in tbe religion taught by Jesus Christ, 
We believe·in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit-

ting to its a)lthority. . 
. We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 
religious questions. 

We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of 
every· man to worship according to the dictates of his own con
sci(!nce.' 

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil· 
government; that we and our.fellow-citizens may enjoy the in 
estimable blessings of both religious and civil liberty. 

OFFICES 

43 BoNn STREET, NEw YoRK CITY.; 

225 A ST., N. E. WASHINGToN; 28 CoLLEGE !'LAcE, CHICAGo. 

C. ELDRIDGE, • -

W. H. MeKEE, 

Its Mission. 

- - President. 
- Secretary. 

THE mission of the Religious Liberty 
Association is to present to the world, the 
prinCiples of civil and religious liberty 
as taught by Christ. Those who do that 
acceptably, must be animated by his spirit. 
The following from the pen of A. F. Bal
lenger, Ass't Secretary of the Association, 
in the February Home Missionary, is 
worthy of the thoughtful attention of ev
ery solicitor, colporter, writer and lect
urer of the Association. 

It must be borne in mind that the 
work of the National Religious Liberty 
Association is a labor of love. It is a 
missionary work, and those engaged in it 
should be actuated by the same spirit 
which impelled the great Missionary to 
give its principles to the world eighteen 
hundred years ago. 

Agitators of political principles expect 
to be victorious, and as a result of their 
labors, receive worldly positions of honor 
and profit. Not so with us; our victory, 
though sure, will not be celebrated until 
those who have "gotten the victory over 
the beast, and over his image, and over his 
mark, and over the number of his name, 
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps 
of God." With the result of the work 
reaching into eternity, how careful we 
should be not to wound the feelings of 
those for whom we work, by harsh and " 
unkind expressions. The most ·of those 
engaged in securing religious legislation 
are honest, and should be so regarded. 
This is prov~d :from the :fact that many 
who have signed the petition favoring re
ligious legislation, have, when the matter 
was clearly and kindly presented to them, 
signed the counter-petition, and worked 
in.its favor. These cases are not confined 
to thee less intelligent, but ministers and 
members of the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union are among them. The 
president of the Association recently stated 
the truth, when he said, " W t}re it not 
for the special light received, many of us' 

would be on the side of error in this con
flict." 

Workers will meet, at times, with bit
ter opposition, but instead of being harsh 
or becoming discouraged, " consider Him 
that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and 
faint in your minds." w. H. M. 

---~-----
THE case of R. M. King, in which he 

was fined seventy-five dollars for Sunday 
labor, by Judge Swiggart, in the,Circuit 
Court of Obion County; Tennessee, and 
appealed to the Supreme Court, will be 
argued on appeal during the present term 
of court. The case will be reached some 
time in May. The similar case against 
L. A. Callicott in the Circuit Court of 
Dyer County, has been continued to await 
the action of the Supreme Court, in the 
appealed case of Mr. King. 

------·~------

C. McREYNOLDs, State Secretary for 
Kansas, sends an interesting account of 
his work in that State. He finds it pos
sible to accomplish more in the towns and 
villages, than in the large cities. The 
inhabitants of the cities are so preoccupied 
with business and pleasure, that it is more 
difficult to gain their attention upon ab-
stract subjects. · 

In regard to the method to be followed" 
in the lecture field, Secretary McReynolds 
says: '' I would go only as fast as I could 
secure others to continue the work of 
circulating the petitions, and also, when 
it is possible, enlist one or more in hand
ling the tracts, SENTINEI.s, and pam
phlets." 

-------···~ ------

THE Nevada Tribune, of March 20, 
published at Carson City, Nevada, con
tains ~ account of a mass-meeting held 
in the opera house of that city on the 
evening of March 19. The Tribune says:-

There was an enthusiastic meeting at the Carson 
Opera House last evening, and it was clearly shown 
that the sentiment of the people of .the capital of 
Nevada, was practically unanimous, against the 
passage of the proposed Blair Sunday .. rest bill, as 
well as intended legislation leading to the establish
ment of religion in the public schools of the land. 

Resolutions were adopted, condemning 
the measures· of religious legislation, in
volved in the Blair Sunday-rest bill, the 
Breekinridge Sunday bill for the District 
of Columbia, and the Blair amendments 
to the Constitution to provide for' the 
teaching of the principles of religion in 
the schools. 

THE Daily Imprint, of Petaluma, 'Cali
fornia, appropriately remarks:-

Senator Blair has re-introduced his 
bill providing for a National Sabbath. 
Senator Blair has fathered many objec:
tionable measures in his. day and genera
tion, and this is probably the least mer
itorious. It is contrary to the yery genius 
and spirit of our institutions. If the 
generality. of mankind cannot agree by 

unanimous consent upon the observance 
of a certain day, no attempt should be 
made to legislate them into :the observance 
of any day. 

-----~---------
Its Character. 

THE Arkansas Democrat publishes a 
sermon delivered by Rev. Thos. M. C. Bir
mingham, in Argenta, Arkansas, in which 
the reverend gentleman takes up in course, 
and advocates, the different measures 
championed by the National Reform As
sociation. When he reached the Sunday 
question, he acknowledged unblushingly 
his active furtherance of the iniquitous 
measure which the Legislature of Arkan
sas was asked to pass at its last session, 
and with which it might have tarnished 
its statute books, had not the earnest oppo
sition of the National Religious Liberty 
Association led the ]Jlembers of the House 
to realize the character of the legislation 
which was being asked 'of them. 

Mr. Birmingham says: "The Arkansas 
Conference requested that I present a re
monstrance to the Legislature of this State, 
on the need and benefit of Sabbath laws, 
and the present lack of efficient ones on 
our statute books, and I did so, at its last 
session .... However, while urging this, 
also pleading with the General Assembly, 
the greater reason of man's moral need of 
the day, and tha.t his hope of immortality 
might be clear and luminous, I dovbt if 
there were over a dozen members of the 
lower house of the last Legislature that 
had anything like clear views of the im
portance of the Sabbath, to the welfare of 
society. And when a very weak Sabbath 
bill passed the Senate (and it was so weak 
that it was hardly worth ha\ri.ng) it was 
killed in the House. And this was done 
by men who were there, not as individual£ 
but as· representatives of every voter and 
elector in this commonwealth." 

While an unqualified Sunday law ap
peared in the statutf.)s of Arkansas, the 
State made itself an unenviable notoriety 
for its legalized cdmes of religious persecu
tion, directed against a class of people 
who kept the seventh day, and who wer~, 
as their persecutors have themselves de-

. clared, good citizens. · 
An exemption clause was inserted in 

the law, for the benefit of this class;' but 
at the last session of the Legislature a de
termined attempt was made to strike it 
out, and re-establish the wholesale perse
cution for conscience sake, which had 
been previously enacted. Those who pre
sented the measure did not hesitate to 
avow that the purpose of the bill was to 
cause the seventh-day keepers of a certain 
district, to yield their conscientious con
victions, or leave the State. 

This is the chamcter of the legislation 
on which the Arkansas Methodist Episco
pal Conferen~e requested one of its minis
ters to advocate before the ;Legislature of 
its State. 
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WATERMAN'S IDEAL 

FOUNTAIN PEN. 
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Neat,. cheap, serviceable. ·They perfectly secure 

pell or pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall 
out when sfboping. Can be <)aslly and safely-at
tached to any part of the clothing. A small invest
ment wlll. prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. · 
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THE SENTINEL LIBRARY 
A Semi-monthly Publication 

Devoted to the defense of 

AM.ERJCAN INSTITUTIONS 

And the Preservation of ihe 
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AS IT IS. 

TERMS, 75 CENTS PER YEAR. 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
43 BoND .STREET., NEW YoRK. 

HEALTH 
Is a popular health magazine, published at Battle 
Creek, Mich., and conducted by 

J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 
Assisted by an able editorial staff. 

It contains, each month, general articles on prac• 
tical hygiene, and medical papers, besides a rich 
variety of other matter, pithy and practical, on 1 

popular questions, also representing the latest ! 
scientific thought, in combination with Dr. Kellogg's · 
wide professional experience. 

Established on Four Continents. N:a/
03!: 

voted to health or kindred topics bas ever enjoyed 
so great a popularity as this JOurnal has earned by 
its devotion to the interests of the people in the de
velopment and popularization of knowledge on all 
sanitary topics. It has been introduced into nearl,y 
every part qj'tlte civiliz•d world, and enjoys a large 
circulation, ,not only in Arnerica, but in Englandl 
upon the continent of Europe, in South Africa, ana 
in Australia .. Among the 

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS 
¥or 1890, the managers of this journal propose 
during the year to devote considerable space to the 
Exposure of Medical ·Frauds. They have, 
therefore, established a chemical laboratory,: in 
charge of a competent chemist, for the purpose of 
carrying on a series of thorough-going investiga· 
tions, the results of which will be published in the 
columns of this journal. Price, 11!11.25 a ·Year. 
Single numbers, 15 Cents. Send for specimen copy, 
and terms to agents. 

GOOD HEALTH PUB. CO.; Battle Cree.li:, J!Jid1. 
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TEN LECT'URES 
O:N 

NASAL CATARRH 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

~]J{edical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 
Sanitarium in the World. 

The work consists of 120. pages, and is embellished with a color~d frontis
piece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, bes1des many 
illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only SO cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

NEW EDITIONS 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND .RELIGION 
IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 

By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain~ and Foroible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST 

BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 

CRAP. I outlines vividly the relation that existed between "Christianity and the Roman Empire." 
CHAP. II distinguishes between "What is due to God and what to Cresar." 
CHAP, III shows for what purpose the "Powers that Be" are ordained. 
CHAP. IV ably discusses "The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who Are Making it." 
CHAP. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now 

pending in Congress. · 
CHAP. VI is devoted to the "Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the 

.:Nineteenth." 
Chap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced. 

These chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States 
which are prmted in Appendices C and D, make tltis treatise INDISPENSABLE TO .EVERY LOVER OF 
CIVIL .AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

CIVIL COVERNMENT AND RELICION 
Is 1\ Pamphlet o~ 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 25 Cents; and in 

German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents. 

MILLIONS OF COPIES 
Should be Placed in the Hands of Thinking People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position 

American Citizens should Sustain Toward the Effort now on Foot to 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 

Secure Religious Legislation. Address, 

PACIJ!'IC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BoND STREET, NEw YoRK, 

COOD FOR ALL TIME! 

JHE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW 
THIS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHTS OF 

AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND ll"f OPPOSITION 'fO THE BLAIR SUNDAY· 
REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR DECEMBER 13. 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as publiShed' 

"·MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
And Mr. Jones' comments rnal,e it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would 

have been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied with answers to all of his ·objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is 
now a Jiving issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers, 
judges, and other public men. The argument is based on Scripture and history, constitution ana 
law, showing the hmits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, >.n analysis of 
the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
AND THE 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

The Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, 
and theW ork:ings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 

for the United States. 
The Work Coiltains 192 Pages' and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c. 

Send for it! Read it! Send it to Your Friends! 
Address all Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 

0& OAKLAND, CAL. 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

I T!!E INTERNATIONAL f 
TYPEWRITER 

A strictly first-class machine. Fully war
ranted, Made from very best material, by Skilled 
workmen, and with the best tools that have 
ever been devised for the purpose .. Warranted 
to do all that can be reasonably expected of the 
very best typewriter extant. Capable of writing 
150 words per minute, or more, according to the 
ability of the operator. 

Price •••••• $100.00 
If there is no agent in your town, address 

the manufacturers : 

THE PARISH MF'C CO., 
Agents wanted. P AR.ISH, N. Y 

F R E E. w~~fJ><f¥i£~fY mr~~cf:~~: 
cilities and best of teachers. Address with stamp 
!or return postage. 

THE PARISH MF'G CO,. 
P.ARISli, N.Y. 

ON THE 

:Btreekintridge sunday :Bill. 
0000 

Verbatim re:port of the speeches ofE:Id. J. 0. 
Corliss, ofWashmgton, Alonzo T. Jones, of New 
York, Editor American Sentinel, and Millard F. 
Hobbs, District Master Workman of Di•trict 
Assembly66, Knights ofLabor, together with a 
brief submitted by Prof. W. H. McKee, Secretary 
of the National Religious Liberty Association, 

All Against tbe Breckinririge BundaY Bill. 
An important and telling document against 

all Sunday legislation, giving the ba~is of such 
legislation, together with the object and price of 
exemption clauses. Issued as·No. 29 ofthe Sen
tinel Library. Price ro cents. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Or 4S Bond St., New York. Oakland, Val. 

FORTUNE! 
Florida Phosphate Facts Freely 

Furnished. 
Knowing that very many people have errone

ous ideas about Florida, her chmate, resources, 
etc., and wishing to add 100,000 new names to our 
subscription list, we offer to send the Florida 
Home-Seeke1 till 1891, for only 50 cents, to every
one answering this advertisement.. The Home
Seeker tells the truth, and nothing b\1t the truth 
about Florida. Address, , 

Apr. 24-3m 
FLORIDA HOME-SEEKER, 

GAINESVILLE,~ 
, ____ , __ ~~----

· I ouRTsrs .. 
Should h~vo a. Copy of the ll:r~nd Book 

"h) tl]~ ji~art of tl)~ 8i~rras." 
It Pictures the World-renowned Yo Semite Val

ley, the Big Tree Groves of California, the 
Glaciers, Gold. Mines, and Caverns of 

this Wonderful Region.· It is a 

Complete Guide t.o the Yo Semite Valley, 
Giving routes oftravel, number of miles by rail 
and stage; describes points of interest en route; 
gives map of the Valley, and contains 16Q Illus~ 
n-ations, 28 of which are Beautiful Full
Page At'totypes, and which portray the 
wonderful Cataracts, Mountains, and Precipices ~ 
with all the REALITY OF A PHOTOGRAPH. Bound 
in five styles. Copy in cloth, embossed in jet and 
gold, gold edges, sent postpaid where we have 
no agent for $3.50. 

CHE:APE:R E;DITION. 
We have just issued a special TOURISTS' lilDlTION 

of this book, containing alJ the matter of the 
other edition, printed on thinnel' paper, without 
artotypes, bound in flexible cloth covers. Copie~ 
sent postpaid anywhere for $•.so. 

Address PACIFIC PB:J!JSS PUB. CO., 
Or 43 lio~4 St., New iork. . Oakland, Cal, 
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hn;ving ordered "it~ may know that it is sent to lj.im by some 
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the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

A NEW O~LEANS paper states 'that the 
M~yor of that city regards the Louisiana 
Sunday law as objectionable, and' a ~hard
ship upon poor people. He favors its strict 
enforcement, however, as the best means 
for ·~ecuring its repeal. 

CHINA ought to be the -ideal National 
Reform country. A Chinese mandarin 
can order a man's head to be cut off at 
any moment. But within~ thr~e months 
he must forward to the Emperor an 
affidavit from two persons declaring that 
the execution was in the interest of,rdigion 
and morals. He has no difficulty in get
ing such affidavits, as he ean cut; off, th-e~ 
heads of any who r~fuse to make them. 

R:JJ:y. l;>R. HO"\VA~P CROSBY has rec!311tly 
published a. volume, of lectures' on the 
boek of Revelation, in. which he says 
that the spiritual ruin noticeable in so 
many ·countries where. Christianity was 
once the prevailing creed, or where a 
nominal adherence to it is still the rule 6£ 
the majority, is due to the admi'ssion of 
the world into the Church_:_" of• joining 
the Church· to the State:;· of forming aF 
liances and friendships with the w;orld; of 
compromising and thus .letting d'own the 
standard of holiness and separa!tion be~ 
tween Christ and Belial." ' 

BY means of a '' decoy". letter the Voice 
obtained an interview with the ma':nager of 
last year's anti-Prohibition campaign in 
Pennsylvania; and in the-interview it got 
a great host of matter that with great de
light it published to- the world. i In the 
interview certain prominent and ~espons!
bje men of Philadelphia were· named, and · 
certain things were said about them; but 
these men unanimously declare tlite state
ments to be without a particle of ;founda
tion in fact. Now the question presents 
itsel!, Who was it that was decoyed, the 
Voice or- the other man? The Voice con
fessedly worked a deceitful trick to obtain 
information. How does the Voi~e know 
but what the other party did the same hi 
giving the information? We confess that 
on reading the Voice's account, there was 
a certain air of open innocence amounting 
almost to verdancy, wh1ch is very seldom 
found. amongst men of such :political 
expe'rience ·;:ts. the gentlemanwh0 was in
ter-vieweet . It -is certain that najne~ we~·o 

given, and statements were made, with 
such an air of recklessness as to east doubt 
npon the whole thing byreason of its very 
extravagance. 

Taking the whole case as it· stands, so 
far, we cannot help wondering whether 
the Voice's decoy did not partake some
what of the character of a boomerarig; 
And the question is, Who was it that was 
decoyed? 

-------~~~-----·--:_., 

IN an, article entitled, "Thpughts on 
Conscience," in Word. and Work, Rev. E. 
Balley sa y.s :-

THE Kansas Worker; the organ of the 
Kansas Tract Society, says: "A true advo
cate of temperance will want the saloons 
closed every day in the week, and a law to 
that end can be enforced as well as a law 
that only closes them on Sunday. Such a 
law, instead of being in the interest of 
temperance, is in the interest of Sunday." 
The Worker tells the truth, as all re
ligious papers should. Of course all pa
pers, and all persons, too, ought to tell the 
truth; and we wish they would. 

'.I'HE first item in the editorial columns 
· A conscience illuminated and instructed by the f h Ch 
word of God is free from condemnation, and is o t e ristian Statesman for April 17, 
strong to bear the reproaches of men and the accusa- tells us that ''Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts has 
tions of Satan. . . ·. resigned his position as Publishing Secre-

Such a conscience is ·above the laws of men and tary of the American Sabbath Union 
isnotamenabletoearthlytribunals. Nocivil~ower which he found would confine him t~ 
can have any control over the conscience. . . . N 
I 

ew York and vicinity, in order to be free 
n secular things we are to submit to every -ordi-

nance of man for the Lord's sake, but in all relig- to make a transcontinental trip, in the 
ious things weare left to God and our conscience. interest of Sabbath reform. . . . In the 

This is true, and it does not alter the . autumn, he expects to return to the pas
case a particle to call civil that which is ·to rate." 
religious. Thus we are quietly told that the Sun-

.· Special. 

To all- to whom the SENTINEL comes we 
wish to say this word. 'The SENTINEL is 
invariably discontinued at .theexpiration 
of the time. ~or which it is paid, unless it 
be requested to be conf.inued. Many of 
the friends of the SENTINEL send copies to 
their friends. Sometimes those to whom 
it is sent do not want it, and write to us to 

·discontinue it; but we are helpless in the 
matter for we do not send it. Then when 
those persmis find it is not· stopped. they 
send another order sharply reproving us 
for not stopping_ their paper; whereas we 
not only do not send it but we do not know 
who does send it,· Sometimes friends of 
the SENTINEL ord~r from this offi,ce copies 
sent to individuals. In such cases when 
we receive. word to _stop sendinglt we can 
comply, and we invariably do comply 
promptly_. No. pape:r is ever sent to any 
person from this office aft-er that person 
has notified us that he does not want the 
paper. 

Therefore, .dear friends,_ if the S:ENTIN.EL 
continues to come to you after' you have 
asked uS' to stop sending it, you may know 
that we· do not· send it, do not know who 
does,. and. therefore ca~uot stop it, and 
that it- is us(3less to write to us a second 
time on the subject. 

Also it is well to bear in niind that al.: 
- . . ' 

though .the SENTINEL. may come to you 

day Union, as represe:Uted in the person 
of Mr. Crafts, expects to die in the au
tumn. Is this latest off-shoot of the Na
tional Reform Association to be uprooted 
in its early youth? Possibly the Sunday 
Union has become irrevocably wedded to 
the civil Sabbath, and the parent organi
zation has decided that it is wiser to 
await the slower but surer appeal to relig
ious prejudice. At the late convention in 
Washington, it was decided to eliminate 
the term "civil" Sabbath from the Na
tional Reform vocabulary. Perhaps, as 
its occupati?n is gone, the organization 
which ~as the exponent of the idea con
tained in that ~xpression, is to go with it. 

i 

BouND vdlumes of the Pacific Health 
.Journal for; 1888 and 1889, published at 
Oakland, California, have found their 
way to our ,table and are most welcome 
visitors. T~ese volumes are neatly and 
substantially bound in half roan, and pre
sent a very IitJat appearance. But it is the 
contents of the volumes which make them 
_valuable. They abound in useful informa
tion and practical every-day hints which 

. cannot fail to be exceedingly helpful to 
everyone who cares to pr01'it by them. The 
volumes are well worth the price at which 
they sell. They may be ordered together, 
()r singly, from the Pacific Press, Oakland, 
Cal. Price, post-paid, $2.25 per volume. 
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~eitf!er tkerefo·re unto Cmsar tke things 
H~ltt'elt a-re ·Cmsar's_; and unto God Ike. 
tking,r tkat are (;}od' s. 

THE public school fund is drawn from 
the whole people, without discrimination 
or preference, and with . no reference 
whatever to any question as to either 
religion or the Bible. Therefore the same 
fund should be used and applied for the 
bene:fit of the whole people as it is raised, 
.without discrimination or preference. As 

·the money is raised ·without'reference to 
those who believe in the Bible or religious 
instruction, so it should be expended and 
lJ.sed; If the money when raised is to be 
applied according to the dictation and the 
religious wishes of those who believe in 
the Bible and religious instruction, then 
justice demands that it shall be raised by 
taxation only upon those persons. Justice 
will ·never allow religious exercises or re
ligious instruction in the public schools. -----.71..!1 tke'ngs wlz.atsoeJier ye would tkat men 
skou!tl do t.o you, (io ye eren_s.o to tkem_: for 
tkis ~·s tke l(f1P an¢ tke prop/tets. 

O:NE of the greatest sophistries with 
which thos.e plea-se themselyes who are in 
favor of religion in the schools is that in 
which they speak of· the reading of the 
Bible "without 11ote or comment." The 
truth is that the Bible, precisely as it is, 
without a single note or .a word of oral 
com-ment, may be read in s-q.ch a way that 
the · mE.)re :reading of· it will be the strong
est ~omm~nt that could possibly be made. 

.. T'P.e pubJ:\c ;rell!der of Dick;f'mS reads that 
author witho:ut note or com,ment, but the 
.impression:· made upon those. who hear 
is ·deeper :than all the . commentators in 
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Christendom co~1ld make upon those same 
persons. Edwin Booth reads Shakespeare 
without- the slightest note or comment, 
and yet it would be impossible for any 
commentator to convey the depths of 
meaning, or to make the strong impres
sions that are made by his mere reading 
of the plain words of the author. 

It is so with the Bible. The one who 
reads the Bible to the pupils in the public 
schools may do so "without note or com
ment," .and yet he may so read what he 
reads as to make a stronger impression 
than could be made by any comment that 
he himself might make. It is hard to 
believe that those who make such a plea 
as this in the defense of the reading of the 
Bible in the public schools, can be sincere. 
It is equally difficult to understand how 
those who make this plea can deceive 
themselves with such sophistry, even 
though they may hope to deceive others. 

-------·+--------
It is not Ckristiani(y to leach tlte children 

u,:Be rirtuous and you sit aU be kappy. '' It 
is Ckristianil{y on(y to teach litem "2Je
liere on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
sit aU be sared. " 

Presbyterian Morality. 

FoR nearly five years the Presbyterian 
Synod of New York has appointed at 
each annual session a standing Committee 
on Religion and Public Education. The 
object of appointing the committee is that 
it shall consider and report upon the fol
lowing resolution:-

Resolved, That the Presbyterian Synod of the 
State ·of New Y ark. believing that the lessons of 
history and the traditions of American liberty 
forbid the union of Church and State, discriminates 
between sectarianism and religion, and affirms th~t 
so far as public education is concerned, an enduring 
morality must derive its sanctions, not from policy, 
nor from soci_al customs, nor from public opinion, 
but from those fundamental religious truths which 
are common to all sects, and distinctil;e of none. 

It therefore urges upon its members the imper
ative necessity of opposing the attitude of indif
ference to religion, which appears both in public 
school manuals, arid in the educational systems of 
reformatories, and at the same time, of using every 
proper influence to sec-ure the incorporation with 
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the course of State and National instruction, of the 
following religious truths as a ground of national 
morality, viz. :-

1. The existence of a personal God. 
2. The responsibility of every human being t.o 

Gcd. 

3. The deathlessness of the human· soul as made 
in the image of God, after the power of an endless 
life. 

4. The reality of a future spiritual state beyond 
the grave in which e-very soul shall give account 
of itself before God, and shall reap that which it 
has sown. 

The committee that is appointed at each 
annual session considers this matter dur
ing the year and reports at the next an
nual session. In the report of the com
mittee for 1888, •it says:-

The earliest efforts of your committee were di
rected towards ascertaining the attitude of the 
Roman Catholics. Archbishop Corrigan, of New 
Y ark, and Vicar-Generals Quinn and Preston, 
besides rnany leading priests and writers of .the 
Roman Catholi« persuasion, were interviewed with 
the rnost satisfactory results. 

The result of that interview, which the 
committee pronounced most satisfactory, 
was that Vicar-General Preston told 
the committee that the Roman Catholics 
" could be satisfied with nothing less than 
the teaching of their whole faith." The 
Vicar-General further told the committee 
that the Protestant denominations, "if 
they valued their own creeds," ought to 
feel on this matter a:=? the Catholics do. 
And further, he said, "The points you 
propose, while better than none, would 
not satisfy us, and we think they ought 
not to s'l.ti~fy many of the Protestant 
churches, while the infidels who are now 
very numerous would certainly reject 
them." 

These statements of the Vicar-General 
to the committee are the substance of the 
reply to the efforts of the committee to 
ascertain the attitude of the Roman Cath
olics, and express what the committee 
called . "the most satisfactory results." 
And upon this the committee reported 
that "the position of the Roman Cath
olics, upon the question therefore is well 
defined." . 
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The :results in this case seem to have 
been so entirely satisfactory to the com
mittee and to the Synod, that no further 
effort has been made since, so far as we 
can learn, to ascertain the attitude of the 
Roman Catholics. And aside from this, 
not much has been done by the commit: 
tee up to the present year .in any ef
forts toward ascertaining tlfe attitude of 
other, churches, but the present year a 
r;tronger effort is being m:ade than ever . 
before. The Wisconsin Supreme Court 
decision came quite opportunely to give 
the Synod a leverage. Consequently the 
Synod of 1890 appointed influential com
mittees to visit the spring meetings of 
other ecclesiastical bodies. 

Dr. M'Cracken, who is the second in the 
list of. appointees to visit the Methodist 
Conferences, is very active and whole
souled in the work. Dr. M'Cracken is 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of the 
City of New York. The New York Con
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
convened April 2. In the minutes of the 
Conference we find the following state
ment:-

Vice-Chancellor M'Cracken, of the University of 
the City of New York, and representing the Pres
byterian Synod of New York, was listened to with 
very great interest as he addressed the Conference 
on the subject of "Religion and Public Education," 
especially criticising with keen censure the already 
famous decision of the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
on the Bible as a sectarian book. A committee was 
appointed to consider the subject. 

We have not yet been able to obtain the 
full report of this commit~ee, but the close 
ing paragraph has these words:-

We repudiate, as un-American and pagan, and 
as a menace to the prosperity of our free institu
tions, the recent Supreme Court decision in the 
State of Wisconsin, a decision dictated and defended 
by the enemies of the common schools, that the 
reading of the Bible without comment is sectarian 
instruction. In the present state of the controversy, 
we hold it to be the duty of Christian citizens of a 
commonwealth, Christian in its history and in the 
character of its laws, to deny that the Bible is a 
sectarian book, and claim for it a place wherever 
the State attempts to educate youth for the duties 
of citizenship. 

The New York Conference is doubtless 
the strongest and most influential of the 
Methodist Conferences in the United States. 
Its action in this matter is of great weight 
in itself, and doubtless will be of great 
weight in influencing other Conferences in 
the same direction. 

A Co:qference in New England has also 
adopted . the Presbyterian view, and so 
taken its . stand in favor of religion 
and the State. · The Christian Advocate, 
with other influential religious papers, 
likewise, indorses this position. What 

·The -Christian at Work, and the New 
'York Sun think of it, is shown in other 
parts of this paper. ·The New YorkOb
server, in a long article, seems to wish to 
be non-committal, yet it closes with these 
words:-

!£ it were possible to secure a Universal expression 
of opinion; we have reason to think that an im
w.~nse majority of the people would· cordially 

manifest their preference for unsectarian schools, 
in which belief in" God and his word are set forth 
as the basis of morality and government. 

Whether this be true or not, we are not 
prepared just now to say, but as for the 
churches of the country, as such, we fear 
that ito is so. There are individuaJs in all 
the churches who are strongly opposed to 
any connection between religion and ·the 
State; but to take the churches as such, 
we seriously doubt whether there is a sin
gle denomination, except the Lutheran, 
amongst all the Protestant denominations 
which are held to be ·evangelical, which 
would not indorse the position of the 
Presbyterian Synod and the New York 
Methodist Episcopal Conference. The 
Lutheran Church we believe would, as a 
denomination, repudiate the efforts to put 
religion in the public schools, or to have 
it connected with the State in any way. 

This is a matter of great importance to 
the people of this country. Religion and 
the State are both infinitely better off 
without any such connection. It is im
possible for the State to teach religion, of . 
itself, for religion it has none. The State 
must get religion before it can teach it. 
The only place that it could possibly get 
it would be the Church; but so long as 
the Church has any religion worth the 
name; the State does not need any such 
thing, because the Church will be dili
gent, active, and efficient. And, so long 
as the Church maintains that position, she 
will refuse any alliance or connection 
whatever with the State; but just as soon 
as the Church loses it, then lilhe is ready 
and· anxious to secure the support of the 
·State. And when the Church has lost the 
power and the virtue of the religion 
which she professes, and then undertakes 
to give to the State that style of religion 
which she has, the more of it the State 
gets, the worse it is for the State. This 
will be seen by taking a glance at the 
resolution of the Presbyterian Synod, and 
the propositions which it sets forth as a 
ground work of national morality. 

The Synod insists that there must be a 
discrimination "between sectarianism and 
relig·ion;" and affirms that "an enduring 
morality" must derive its sanctions from , 
those fundamental religious 'truths which 
are common to all sects and distinctive of 
none. It therefore sets forth those. four 
religious truths as the ground work of a 
national and enduring morality. In the 
four religious truths proposed, the com
mittee has certainly made a" success of 
stating those which t;~,re common to all sects 
and distinctive of none; for there is not 
one point in . the four that is not accepted 
by nine-tenths of all the people on earth. 
The Unitarian, the Trinitarian, the .Jew, 
the Mohammedan,· and the. heathen all 
accept every point named. 

· First as to the existence of. a personal 
God. What God it is, is not so much as 
hinted at. Whether it be Buddha, or 
Joss 0 or Allah, or ·Jehovah, it is all the 

same; all that is necE;ssary is to assent to 
the existence of a personal God, and ev
erybodJ on earth except the downright 
atheist, assuredly assents to that. 

As to the second, there is nobody that 
believes in any kind of a god at all, who 
does not believe in man~s p~rsonal respon
sibility to that god· .. 

As to the third, the deathlessness of the 
human soul has been believed by almost 
everybody since the day that Satan 'told 
Eve she should not die; and if a person 
believes that. the soul is deathless, it is 
not likely to be very hard for him to be
lieve that it is made after the power of an 
" endless life., 

As for the fourth point, it is already 
contained in the second and third, and 
what they want to gain by repeating it, it 
is difficult to see. 

But this is not the worst thing ab<mt 
the situation. Bear in mind that it is as 
" Christian citi~ens of a commonwealth, 
which is Christian in its history and in 
the character of its laws," that the Pres
byterian Synod sets forth this system of 
national morality. Yet in the whole 
statement, resolution and all, there is not 
a word or a hint about Christ any more 
than if there were no such person in exist

. ence. And this is proposed by a body of 
professed Christians as a statement of re
ligious truths forming the ground work 
of an enduring morality! 

More than this they make the whole 
thing. but a piece of infidelity by resolv
ing that an enduring morality must de
rive its sanctions from those fundamental 
religious truths which are common to all 
sects and distinctive of none. The truth 
is, a person may believe ali four of the 
points named, and yet not have a particle 
of enduring morality in him. All men 
have made themselves immoral by trans
gression of the moral law, and no man 
can attain to morality except by faith in 
the Lord .Jesus Christ. An endu.ring 
morality therefore can only be secured 
by an abiding faith in Jesus Ohrililt and 
when these men propose to make an en
during morality derive its sanctions from 
these fundamental religious truths which 
are common to all sects and distinctive of 
none, they, in that, &et Christ aside and 
present to men the hope of an enduring 
morality without him. But such a hope 
is a spider's web instead of that "anchor 
of the soul" which belongs to the Christian. 

The morality which is common to all 
sects and distinctive of none is simply and 
essentially _pagan; it is paganism itself. 
Whereas . that morality which is distinc
tive ·of Christianity and peculiar· to - it 
alone; that morality which is manifested 
in the life and character. of .Jesus Christ, 
and which is secured only by faith in him, 
--;that morality alone is enduring; and it 
fs enduring because it is divine. He who 
has this ru.orality will live eternally; he 
who comes short of it in a single deg·ree~ 
will vanish as the'early dew. · 
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The fact that the Presbyterian Church, 
and the New York Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, are willing 
to propose to the people of the United 
States as a national and enduring moral
ity a system which makes no mention of 
Christ, and which is but a pagan system 
is a fearful commentary upon the relig
ion which they hold and set forth as 
Christianity. The repudiation of the 
~Wisconsin decision as "un-A.merican and 
pagan" can have but little weight, when 
done by those who propose the establish
ment of a national morality which is 
wholly pagan. A. T. J. 

----···----
JYo IJO'Pernment can hare any but an 

unlaw jut~ sinister obJect in Piew by seelcing 
the support of any system of religion~ or 
forn#niJ a poUtical alliance ,H'il!t ilK pro
ft7Ssors. 

--- -•-++------

The Divine Right of the Parent. 

THE following artide is taken froin the 

argument of Mr. J. H. M. Wigman, be
for:e the Supreme Court of Wisconsin in 
the late case of the Bible in the public 
schools. • 'the principles here announced 

are ;worthy of all acceptation. His state
ment of the divine right of the parent, is 

the truth of God:~ 
If the Superintendent of Public In

struction has the right to place the King 
James version of the Bible in a list of text 
books and~ authorize the di.strict board to 
adopt it as such and order or permit the 
teachers to read it to our children, then it 
necessarily follows that he has the right 
to adopt any other version; such right or 
power W~)Uld make him the supreme in 
spir-itual over our children and destroy all 
religious liberty and rights of conscience. 

A.ll the various versions of· the Bible 
are sectarian books, whether it be the 
Do1;lray version used by Catholics; or the 
King James version used by most Prot
estants, or the recently revised version 
given to the world by the American and 
English Commis·sion. A.nd it is a viola
tion of our Constitution to allow any 
Bible, be it either Catholic, Prote£tant, 
·Jewish, or Mormon, to be read in the 
public schools and thus force, or surrep
titiously impose, a doctrine upon a child 
adverse to the faith of a parent. 

It will not do to say that only certain 
chapters were read and that these chap
ters are substantially the same'; if the 
teachers have the right to select these 
chapters, they have the right to select 
others. Neither will it do to say that the 

·Bibles are substantially alike; every one 
who has ever made a comparison knows 
such is not the case. But .suppose that all 
the Bibles were substantially the same, 
but that while Catholics so regarded 
them,. Protestant neighbors should just 
as 'honestly, though mistakenly if you 
chooae, ta.k!i a very different view of the 

matter; would it, we ask, be right for 
Catholics because of their numerical ma
jority to force Protestant children against 
the protesting consciences of their parents 
to study or read the Catholic instead of 
the Protestant Bible, accepting the Cath
olic ipse dixit for the fact that both Bibles 
wer~ alike, while the Protestant could be
lieve nothing of the kind ? Certainly this 
would not be our idea of religious liberty, 
whether practiced by Catholic on Protest-

' ant or by Protestant on Catholic. 

If the Superintendent of Public In
struction or the board of education of 
Edgerton, composed as it may be of self
righteous Christians may require the King 
James version of the Bible to be read to 
the children of unwilling parents, he or they 
may require it to be taught and ex
pounded; another board made up of an
other class may require another version 
to be read, taught, and expounded: for 
while the Protestants have their King 
Jamf3S version, the Catholics have their 
Douay version; the Jews, while rejecting 
the New Testament, have the Old for their 
Bible; the Mormons have th.eir version 
and if the Board at any time be made up 
of professed infidels, they may substitute 
the teachings of Tom Paine's "Age of 
Reason," or another class may substitute 
the Koran. 

The question is not as to wl{ether the 
Catholic is right, for this is purely a the
ological question which not even the· 
Legislature, in all the profundity of its 
wisdom and the plenitude of its power, 
has the authority to determine. The only 
thing which the State :Iotas a right to de
mand of Catholics is that they act the 
part of good citizens and the naked ques
tion, stripped of all disguises, resolves 
itself into this simple proposition:~ 

'' Can a Catholic, believing as he does 
about the Bible be a good and faitllful 
citizen? If he can, why allow a school 
'9oard or teacher to force upon the chil
dren of the relators an abandonment of
their faith by impressing on their minds a 
doctrine contrary to the faith of their 
parents? Why mock tbem with the idea 
of religious liberty while compelling them 
to be taught that their religious belief 
which they derived from their parents is 
false?" 

The reading of the King James version 
may be in accordance with the teachings 
of most Protestant sects, but it is against 
the teachings and belief of the Roman 
Catholic Church ancl if allowed, it gives 
one sect an advantage over another sect. 
It is an attempted control of and intc~'

ference with the right of conscience, by 
giving a preference to the Protestant·sect. 

Our Constitution gives the right to 
every man to worship Almighty God ac
cording to the dictates of his own con
science and provides that that right r:;hall 
never be infringed, nor shall any control 

of or interference with the right of con
science be permitted or any preference be 
given by law to any religi~us establish
ment or mode of worship. [SEC. 18, Art. 
1, Constitution of Wisconsin.] 

Judge Cooley in his work on Constitu
tional limitations, page *469, says: "There 
is no religious liberty where one sect is 
favored by the State and given an ad
vantage over other sects. Whatever es
tablishes a distinction against one class 
or sect is to the extent to which the dis
tinction operates unfavorably, 8, persecu
tion, and, if based on religious ground, a 

. religious persecution." 
vVe say then that the attempt of the 

district board and the teachers of the 
schools of Edgerton to read the Bible to 
the children of unwilling parents is a vio
lation of the Constitution; it is a violation 
of the liberty of conscience; as much so as 
it would be to compel them to embrace 
Judaism or Paganism. 

Suppose that at some future time a 
Jewish citizen should be eiected to tlle 
office of Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion, and that he should place upon, and 
recommend in, a list of text books, (amongst 
which should be Jewish books,) a Jewish 
Bible, and that the district board of Ed
gerton should be compose.d of Jewish 
citizens who, .animated with the profund
ity of the wisdom of the present school 
board, should undertake to adopt such 
books, what would our self-righteous 
Christians, who now compose the school 
board, say? W oulcl they raise no objec
tion ? Would they call this non-sectarian 
teaching ? Would they allow a teacher, 
either directly or indirectly, to teach their 
children against their will, that he whom 
they believe to be the Messiah, the Lord, 
and Maker of heaven and earth was, 
after all, only an imposter? Are any of 
them base enough to answer this question 
in the affirmative? Upon what principles 
of justice dare they then deny to others 
the right and privilege they claim for 
themselves? It will not do to say that the 
Superintendent of Public Instructi~n has 
selected the King James version. Who 
has given him authority so to do, from so 
many other translations, no two of which 
even agree in all essential particulars ? 

Can he or the school board ostracise 
the children of a denomination of Chris
tians by having a book introduced, read 
or taught as a "Bible" which they are 
taught and believe is not the Bible? We 
should be pleased to know what the qual· 
ifications of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction or the school board are for as
certaining which amongst all the conflict
ing translations of the Bible is the correct 
one. Has either of them ever studied, or 
is either of them familiar not only with 
the Latin and Greek but al:w with the 
Hebrew, the original language of the 
Scripture? The Old Testament was writ
ten in Hebrew except some parts in Chal
dee and Syriac. 
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If the State Superintendent or the dis
trict school bhard of Edgerton may deter
mine between the different religious de
nominations which has the correct version 
of the Bible and cause it to be read in the 
public schools to our children, against the 
will of their parents, it would completely 
overthrow everything in the shape of re
ligious liberty, for it is a palpahli=J viola
tion of the principles of religious liberty 
to force anybody's child, whether the 
child .of a Catholic, Protestant, Jew, or 
non-denominationalist, against the consci
entious objections of its parents to listen 
to the reading of a book called " Bible," 
in which the parent does not believe. 

The parents are the only earthly sover
eigns who rule clireotly by divine right. 
This authority over their child and their 

· exclusive right to train and educate it in 
their own way dates back to the very 
morning when the first born of Adam and 
Eve lay a helpless infant in the arms of 
its mother. This authority was after
wards re-affirmed and ratified by the Al
mighty from the mountain top where, 
with a tongue of lightning and a voice of 
thunder, he gave the command: ''Honor 
thy father and thy mother; " and however 
poor and humble the family may be, there 
is surrounding its family government a 
"charmed circle" within which the might
iest monarch on earth should not dare 
uninvited to set his foot, or intrude his 
unwelcome presence; and this is the ed
ucational circle in religious matters; this 
is that sacred circle which encompasses the 
tender, plastic, untaught mind and heart 
during the earlier years of childhood, when 
the character of the .future man or woman 
is in the embryo state and liable to be 
made or marred by the very slightest 
touch and to be swayed for good or evil 
by the most imperceptible infiuenees. 

It will not do to say that the State may 
step within this family circle and cut 
asunder th.e sacred bonds of love, harmony, 
and reciprocal confidence between parent 
and child, transfer the control of the 
child's religious education to the hands of 
strangers-public school teachers. It will 
not do to decli:we that the State, through 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and a school board, has the right to 
control the consciences of the children 
against the will of their parents by pre
scribing the particular sources from which 
they shall derive their religious ideas and 
opinions,-a most da11gerous power to b~ 
exercised in a free government. No; if 
the State Government desires to :fill this 
land with free, intelligent, well-educated, 
upright, law-abiding men and women, let 
it not thwa1:t the fathers and mothers in 
their honest endeavors to preserve intact 
their parental authority and to maiDtain 
the honor, dignity, and harmony of the 
family government by educating . their 
own children in religious matters, accord
ing to their own best judgment and con
science. 

7/te State th,at undertalces to teach rc
ligiO?l in order lo inculcate pn"nclples of 
good citizenship, will fait to secure either 
religion or lJOOrl citizenship. 

-------•+--------

The Methodists and the Public Schools. 

ON the last day of its session the Meth
odist Conference in this city adopted reso
lutions against secularizing the instruction 
in the public schools. "Purely secular 
education," say the resolutions, "is im
possible in a land whose literature, history, 
and laws are the product of Christian civ
iliz<ttion." '' Christian citizens," they de
clare further, "must deny the right of the 
State to assume to give such an inadequate 
education." 

We should look upon this action of the 
Conference as a more grievous one than 
we do, but for the fact that it will accom
plish nothing iR the way.of diverting the 
public school moneys to sectarian ends. 
The plain fact is whether or not it be true 
that purely secular education is impossible 
in a Christian land: it certainly is true 
that only secular education can be given 
in tliie com'mon schools. The moment sec
tarian instruction is given, that moment 
the· schools cease to be '' common " or 
''public; " that moment the Catholics are 
driven out of them, as are the Jews and 
those of other religions, while if evangel
ical instruction is supplied the Unitarians 
will be driven out; and what a "confusion 
worse confounded" we should have! Our 
Methodist friends declare their attachment 
to the public schools; but their course 
would destroy the schools. That this is so 
is evidenced by the fact that the Roman 
Catholics are jr{ entire accord with our 
Methodistfriends in their position. They 
say, with the Methodists, not merely that 
children must be religiously educated-for 
we are all agreed as to that-but that this 
sectarian educa+.ion-ancl all religious edu
cation is sectarian-must be supplied by 
the State. 

To this position The Christian at WO?·k 
cannot for· a moment assent. Religion is 
necessary to the children, but it must be 
supplied by the Christian home, by the 
church and SuU:day-school, and by other 
Christian agencies. The public schools 
are maintained to protect the State against 
the evils of illiteracy. Its citizens should 
know how to read and write, and perform 
the simple. operations of arithm.etic. And 
they should be made familiar with the his
tory of their own country. But further 
than this the State should not go; nor can 
it go in the direction the Methodists wish 
without disestablishing the schools-and 
in this work the Catholics are with the 
Methodists, yet singularly enough, in their 
resolutions the Conference stigmatizes the 
Romanists as ''enemies of the common 
schools." 

We do not h~re consider the value of a 
half-hour's instruction in religion in the 
public schools, nor traverse the qualifica-

tions of the teachers to impart such in
struction. We only put before our read
ers the situation as it presents itself to this 
journal, with the conviction that they who 
would force sectarianism into the public 
schools as the Roman Catholics and the 
Methodist Conference would, are compass
ing the destruction of these schools.
Ch·r·istian at JVork. 

7/u h·utlt ~tseif forced on man otherwiJ•e 
than by its own inward power beco.mes 
falsehood. 

·----~·------
The State Cannot Do It. 

EDUCATION is defective if the spiritual 
nature is neglected. We all ought to in
sist on this. Shall we then insist on in
troducing religious instruction into the 
schools of the State ? By no means .. 
Why? Because the State does not pur
pose to" give complete education. The 
State aims to improve the citizen and 
not to perfec£ the man. It does this for 
its own efficiency and protection. But is 
not the citizen based on the man ? Yes. 
Is not morality an element of good citizen
ship? Yes. Is not morality based on re
ligion? Yes. Why, then, does not the 
State aim at perfecting the man for the 
sake of the citizen ? Why does not the 
State teach . religion in order to foster 
morality which is so essential to good citi
zenship? 

We answer: The State does not under
take to teach religion, because it knows 
that it cannot. The State is by its very 
nature unqualified for teaching religion 
or for completing the education of a _hu
man being. No cause can produce an ef
fect different in kind from itself. No 
force reaches higher than its own source. 
Bread feeds the body and not the mind. 
Truth feeds the mind and not the body. 
Social influences effect the social nature 
only. Moral results are produced by moral 
forces and by no other. In order to 
awaken, nourish and train the spiritual, 
we must have a spiritual power. Now, 
the State is a civil power. It exists for 
civil purposes. Its functions, its agencies, 
its rewards and its punishments are civil. 
But man is a moral and spiritual as well 
as a social and industrial being. 'l'he 
moral · and spiritual require moral and 
spiritual forces for their education. These 
the State does not possess, and hence the 
State cannot give a complete education. 
It cannot touch the moral and spiritual ir~ 
Jnan. 

The· State cannot teach morality, be
cause it does not know morality. It does 
not know absolute right and wrong; it 
knows rights 1:!-lld wrongs. It does not 
know absolute goodness and. badness ; it" 
knows the ·efficient and the detrimental. 
It does not lmow the holy and the sinful; 
it knows the loyal and the criminal. It 
does not know theft · and .murder .and 
adultery and slander as wrong; it ·knows · 
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them ~:J,S wrongs, as i11fractions of the 
rights of others, and as hurtful to the 
body politic. Thus not having a cogni
tion of morality, it is impossible for the 
State to teach morality. 

In like manner, the State does not 
know religion. , It uoes not know depend
ence on God, obligation, responsibility, 
duty, love, or obedience to God. These 
all are personal cognition:s and experi
ences. Persons having thelll may, anu 
frequently do, organize on them as a basis 
and for their cultivation. The Church 
is such an organization. But such a society 
the State is not. It is baseu on cognitions 
awi experiences entirely different and for 
entirely other purposes. Persons who do 
not have these cognitions and experiences, 
and_.who deny the possibility of having 
the:rp, belong to the State. A re
ligious character is impossible for a na
tion. The phrase " a Christian nation " is 
absurd. If every man, woman, and child 
in the State were a Christian, we should 
then not be ·a Christian. nation, out a 
nation of Christians. Christianity is not 
a national characteristic; it does not. run 
in the blood. ~ o one is a Christian in 

: virtue of his birth of a certain race, or of 
citizenship in a certain State. Chr~stian
ity is a personal and an acquired charac
teristic, anu is not essential to nationality 

.or to citizenship. · The State neither 
knows nor recognizes religion when it 
exists. It is impossible, therefore for the 
State to teaeh religion; of those truths and 
exp(lriences it has no cognitions. 

Consider again what it is to teach mo
rality. !t is something other than the 
enumeration and exposition of . moral 
duties, OJ,' ,than a dissertation on the phi
losophy of ethics. Persons may he very 
learned in all this, and yet be utterly 
wa~ting in moral education as the word 
is used in the objection of the Catholics. 
. Moral education is the awakening of the 
nioral nature to a vivid sense of right and 
wrong, to a love of right and a hatred of 
wrong, to a choosing of the right and a 
rejection of the wrong, and to r, conse
quent constant exercise of the will in right 
volitions. But these results are produced 
by the i:mpingE)ment of a moral nature 
already educated on an unawakened moral 
nature. But the State has no such edu
cated moral nature. It has no moral nal;
ure at all. It does not, it c.annot, exact 
such an edueated moralna.ture as. a quali
fication in<its servant the school .teaeher. 
All that it asks, or can ask, is power and 
aptness to impart information with an 
inoffensive outw~;~>rd conduct. For this 
reason the State can.not become the agent 
of moial edu.cation. 

The same is true of reljgious education. 
Thil'! does not consist in conveying infor
maMon concern.ing God and man, Christ . 
and .the Bible, sin and st;tl\:-ation, tho 
Church and hoUness .. Mer(l knowleqgo of 
these things is utterly worthless. It im
proves neither the citizen nor the man. ' 

As mere know ledge, stopping with itself, alleged. In ·the eJ)sence of any such proof 
it is not worth teaching at all. Religious it is manifestly unfair and unjust, and 
education is the awakening of tbe spirit- savors of religious proscription to insist 
ual nature of man so that he may feel his that no Roman Catholic shall serve on a 
dependence on God, his obligation to God, public school board. The strongdefense 
his sin against God, and the love and of the public school is that it is public, 
mercy of God toward him in Christ Jesus, for thQ benefit of all without distinction of 
and so that he may come back to God in race or religion. There i3 no other grounu 
Christ Jesus in repentance and faith, love, upon which to justify the taxation of peo
consecration and obedience. This alone ple of all races and religions for its sup
is that religious education which our port. Catholics are taxed for it, Catholics 
Catholie fellow-citizens so justly tell us is patronize it extensively, and Catholies as 
essential to complete human education, such should not be excluded from its man
and which produees the manhood and the agement. This is an impregnable position 
morality so necessary to good eitizenship. for the friends of the publie school to take. 
This education can he produced, generally If they take it and auhere to it they will 
speaking, only by the impingement of a compel all enemies to surrender.-IncZe
spiritually educated nature, on an una- pendent. 
wakened spiritual nature. But the State • 
has no such educated religious nature. Any invasion of the rights of another done of 
It has no religious nature at all. Hence, · , purpose is persecution. Any invasion of the rights 
the State cannot impart the religious edu- of others, by large bodies, is none the less persecu
cation here spoken of. tion; and when these rights are rights of con· 

science, it is persecution, and the men who suffe?-
The hest instrument for the awakening from it feel it as persecution the moment their at-

and nurture of a spiritual nature is the tention is addressed to it. The moment that a Jew 
Bible. But the Bible is a spiritual instru- becomes aware that his taxes are appropriated to 
ment, and can he properly used only hy a form of worship alien to his faith, and which 
the spiritually_ minded. The carnally_ I teaches its falsehood, he is persee1ded, and it is only 

a question of time and humanity whether those who 
minded and the worldly-minded can teach persee1de him shall be persuaded to persecute him 
facts and truths about the Bible, and ex: more. 

pound intellectually some of the contents 
of the Bible. But to use the book as a 
means of spiritual awakening and nurture 
is possible for the spiritually-minded only. 
The State is .utterly void of this. spir1tual
mindedness, and henee is utterly ~mfit to 
use the Bible for religious instruction. 

We are thus shut in to the conclusion 
that the State is not competent to give 
man a complete edueation. It has not the 
power, and hence it is not its function to 
impart moral and spiritual instruction.
Rev. Owen James, in National Baptist. 

Those who preach to 1·ulers the duty of employing 
power to propagate the l·1·uth, would do well to re
member that falsehood, though no match for truth 
alon,e, has often been found more than a match for 
truth and power together. .. 

The. Best Defense of the Public 
Schools. 

THE friends of the public-school system 
have need to be on the alert. Its enemies 
are active, and will destroy the best 
scheme of public education ever devised, 
if not resisted. But we must not only tie
fend it against its enemies; we must save 
it from some of its friends. No small 
part of the present agitation concerning it 

' is due to that class of its professed friends 
who are fighting outside of the legitimate 
lines of defense. For example, a protest 
has been made because the mayor of this 
city appointed a Roman Catholic as School 
Commissioner in place of another Roman 
Catholic. This protest would be legiti
mate, if the new commissioner were op
posed to our public sehools and wished to 
break them down. But there is no ev
idence that this is the fact, nor is it even 

The Common Schools are Common 
to All. 

THE following extract is from the con-
curring opinion of J ustiee · Orton in the 

deeision of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. 
It is the elearest statement of the case of 
the "common school" that we have seen, 
and is valuable as well for its sound 
principles:-

I most fully and cordially coneur in 
the decision and in the opinions of Justices 
Lyon and Cassoday in this case. 

It is not needful that any other opin
ion should be written, but I thought it 
proper to state briefly some of the reasons 
which have induced such concurrence in 
the decision. 

The right of every man to worship almighty God 
according to the dictates of his own conscience 
shall never be infringed; nor shall any man be 
compelled to attend, erect or support any place of 
worship; . . . nor shall any control or interfer
ence ·with the rights of conscience be permitted or 
aRy preference be given by law to any religious 
ostablishmentll or modes of worship.-Constitution, 
Art. 1, Sec. 18. 

No religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification for any offce of public trust, under 
the State, and no person shall be rendered incom .. 
petent to give evidence in any court of iaw or 
equity, in consequence of his opinions on the sub
ject of religion.-Constitution, Art. I, Sec. 19. 

The interest of "the school fund," and all other 
revenues derived from the school lands shall be 
exclusively applied, etc, to the support and main
tenance of common schools in each school district, 
etc.-Art. X, Sec. 2, subdivision 1. · 

The Legislature shall provide by law for the 
establishment of d_istrict schools which shall be' as 
nearly 1mifo1"1n as practicable ;• and such schools 
shall be free, and without charge for tuition, to 
all children between the ages of four, and tw11nty 
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years; and no sectariariinstruction shall be allowed 
therein.-Art. X, Sec. 3. 

Each town and city shall be required to raise 
by tax annually for the support of common schools · 
therein a sum not less, etc.-Art. X, Sec. 4. Pro
vision shall be made by law for the distribution of 
the income of the s~hool fund among the several 
towns and cities of the State for the support of 
common schools therein, etc.-Art. X, Sec. 5. 

These provisions of the Constitution 
are cited together to show how completely 
this State as a civil Government, and all 
its civil institutions, are divorced from all 
possible connection or alliance with any 
and all religions, religious worship, relig
ious establishments or modes of worship, 
and with everything of a religious char
acter or appertaining to religion; and to 
show how completely all are protected in 
their religion and rights of conscience, 
and that no one shall ever be taxed or 
compelled to support auy religion or place 
of worship, or to attend upon the same; 
and more especially to show that our 
comrnon schools, as one of the institutions 
of t:he State created by the Constitution, 
stand, in all these respects, like any other 
institution of the State, completely excluded 
from all possible connection or· alliance 
with religion or religious worship, or with 
anything of a religious character, and 
guarded by the constitutional prohibition 
that "no sectarian instruction shall ue 
allowed therein." 

They sho~ also that the common schools 
are free to all alike, to all nationalities, to 
all sects of religion, to all ranks of society, 
and to all complexions. For these equal 
privileges and rights of instruction in • 
them, all are taxed equally and proportion
ately. The constitutional name, "com
mon schools," expresses their equality and 
universal patronage and support. Com
mon schools are not common as being low 
in character or grade, but common to all 
alike, to everybody and to all sects or 
denominations of religion, but without 
bringing religion into them. The com
mon schools, like all the other institutions 
of the State, are protected by the Consti
tution from all " control or interference 
with the rights of conscience," and from 
all preferences given by law to any relig
ious establishments or modes of worship. 

As the State can have nothing to do 
with religion except to protect every one 
in the enjoyment of his own, so the com
mon schools can have nothing to do with 
religion in any respect whatever.. They 
are as completely secular as any of the 
other institutions of the State, in which 
aHthe people alike have equal rights and 
privileges. The people cannot be taxed 
for religion in schools more than anywhere 
else. Religious instruction in the com
mon schools is as clearly prohibited by 
these general clauses of the Constitution 
as religious histruction or worsh1p in any 
o.ther ·department· Of State supported by 
the revenues derived from taxation. 

. The clause that "no sectarian instruction 
shall b~ allowed- therein " was im;erted ex 

industria tq exclude everything pertain
ing to religion. They are called by those 
who wish to have not only religion, but 
their own religion taught therein, "godless 
schools." They are godless, and the edu
cational department of the Government is 
godless, in the same sense that the execu
tive, legislative, and administrative de
partments are godless. So long as our 
Constitution remains as it is, no one's 
religion can be taught in our common 
schools. Let it once enter into 
our civil affairs, our Government would 
soon be destroyed. Let it once enter into 
our common schools, they would be de
stroyed. Those who made our Constitu
tion saw this, and used the most apt and 
comprehensive language in it to prevent 
such a catastrophe. . 

No State Constitution ever existed that 
so completely excludes and precludes the 
possibility of religious strife in the civil 
affairs of the State, and yet so fully pro
tects all alike in the enjoyment of their 
own religion. All sects and denomina
tions may teach the people their own doc
trines in all proper places. Our Constitu
tion protects all and favors none. But 
they must keep out of the common schools 
imd civil affairs. It requires but little 
argument to prove that. the Protestant 
version of the Bible, or any other version 
of the Bible, is the source of religious 
strife and opposition, and opposed to the 
religious belief of many of our people.. It 
is a sectarian book. The Protestants were 
a very ~rp.all sect in religion at one time, and 
they are a sect yet, to the great Catholic 
Church against whose usages they pro
tested, and so is their version of the Bible 
sectarian, as against the Catholic version 
of it. 

The common school is one of the most 
indispensable~ useful, and valuable civil 
institutions this State has. It is demo
cratic, and free to all alike, in perfect 
equality, where all the children· of· our 
people stand on a common platform, and 
may enjoy the benefits of an equal and 
common education. . An enemy to our 
common schools is an enemy to our State 
Government. It is the same hostility that 
would cause any religious denomination 
that had acquired the ascendancy over all 
others to remodel our Constitution, and 
change our Government and all of its 
institutions, so as to make them favorable 
only to itself, and exclude all others from 

·their benefits and protection. In such an 
event, religious and sectarian instruction 
will be given in all schools. Religion 
:M.eeds no support from the State. It is 
stronger and much purer without it. 

This case is important and timely. It 
brings before the courts a case of the 
plausible, insidious, and apparently inno
cent entrance of religion into our civil 
affairs,· and of an assult upon the most· 
valuable provisions of the Constitution. 
Those provisions shoqld be pondered and• 

heeded by all of our poople, of all. natim;t
alities and of all denominations of re
ligion, who desire the perpetuity and 
value the blessings nf our free-/ Govern
ment. 

--------·--------
Wherever there is a system of religious instJ·uction 

endowed and pat-ronized by law, with a preference 
given to it by the State over all other systems, and a 
preference given to its teachers over the teachers of 
all other forms of belief, there is a religious estab
lishment. 

The Only Alternative. 

THE Methodists, in conference here, 
passed resolutions last Monday against the 
secularization of the common school edu
cation. 
"Purely secular education," say the res

olutions " is impossible in a land whose 
literature, history, and laws are the prod
uct of a Christian civilization," " Chris
tian citizens," they declare farther, " must 
deny the right of the State to assume to 
give ·such an inadequate education." 

Yet the State can give no other than a 
purely secular-education. It has no right 
to give any other, for we have no State 
religion to teach. The public schools 
must be wholly secular, or we must give 
them· up. 

That is the alternative, and Methodists, 
Baptists, Roman· Catholics, and Episcopa
lians must look it squarely in the face. 
The schools must go, or they must remain 
secular, and become more so rather than 
less. 

If people's convictions lead them tore
quire that their children shall receive in 
the schools which they attend, religious ed
ucation along with the secular, they must 
send them to other-than the public schools. 
If they do not think that they can give 
their children sufficient religious instruc
tion at home and in the Sunday-schools of 
their churches to save them from spiritual 
peril, .they must keep them out of the free 
schools . maintained by public. taxation. 
They must send them to religious schools 
of their way of thinking, and support such 
schools themselves. 

In working for the introduction of re
ligion into the public schools the Method
ists are therefore, working for their de
struction. There ~an be no question about 
that. They speak of the Roman Catholics 
in their rosolutions as '' enemies of the 
common schools; " but they are precisely 
as much enemies of the schools themselves 
when they demand what cannot be granted 
without breaking up the whole system. 
The schools must be altogether secular or 
they will be torn to pieces. There is no 
other logical 6)nclusion. 

As a mattor -of fact, are the scho9ls un
satisfactory to the public at large because 
they are necessarily purely secular?-They 
do not seem to be so. Everywhere they 
are crowded. T-he school accommodations 
in New York are insufficient to meet. the 
demand upon them, and this demand 
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grows ~,Vith the. growth of the population. 
The complaints are, not of tho absence of 
religious instruction, but that the secular 
education is not afforded to all and is not 
what it should be. 

The public schools are maintained 
simply to protect the State against the 
evils of illiteracy. Its citizens should 
know how to read and write. They are 

. for no religious pu1~pose whatsoever. The 
churches, maintained by voluntary contri
butions, must look after the matter of re
ligion, each in its own way, and according 
to its own conscience and its own dogmas. 
-;-New York Swn. 

.l!Jve.ry subject's duty is the lcing's; but every S1tb
ject's soul is his own. 

-------~·--------

The Baptists of Canada on Religion 
and the State. 

. THERE is just now in Danada, consider
able agitation of the same questions that 
are fast . becoming so prominent in the 
United States, namely, · the· union of 
Church and State, Sunday laws, andre
ligion in the public schools. On the 
question of religion and the· public 
schools, as well as on that of the total 
separation between Church and State in 
everything, the following petition of the 
Baptists of, Ontario and Quebec, is of in
terest. We wish the Baptists of the 
United States were as outspoken on these 
questions as are those Of Canada. We 

·know that •in this country there are m
dividual Baptists who have as clearly 
defined views. on these questions, and as 
much readiness to express them, as the 
Baptists of Ontario and Quebec have 
shown themselves to have; but we have 
.not yet heard of a single BapHst Associ~,
tion in the United States, which as a 
body has taken such a position. We 
should be glad to learn of scores of them. 
This report is ta'ken from the Canadian. 
Baptist:--

To tlie Honorable the Legislative Assembly of the 
P..ovince ·of Ontario. ·• 

The petition of the Baptist Convention of Ontario 
and Quebec humbly showeth :-

1. That the denomination of Christians called 
Baptists stands historically identified with, and 
has always been foremost in, maintaining certain 
principles touching civil and religious rights, which 
may b!'l summarized as follows:~ · 

Tha:t the State is a political corporation simply; 
that freedom of religious opinion and worship is 
inherently a vested right of the indiviqual con 
science, and not a grant from the State; that par
liament may -not prescribe any form of religious 
belief or worship, nor may it tax in any form any 
citizens for the s:upport or teaching of religion. 

2. ·That in harmony with these principles the 
following resolution was passed at the annual meet
ing of your petitioners, held in the city of Ottawa, 
in the month of October last: Moved by Rev. R. G. 
Boville, M. A., seconded by Rev. J. Dempsey, 
that,-

Whereaa, The historic belief of the Baptist Church 
has always ,been that Church an<f State should be 
separate, and, that all citizens and denominations 
should be equal in every way before the law; 
and,-

:Whereas, Said principle is being violated in· all 
eco~eJ!!iasticll)l exemptions, whether in favor of Bap
tists or of other denominations:· in the continuance 
of the mediooval· tithing system of the Roman 
Catholic denomination in Quebec; in the existence 
pf sevarate schools supported out of public :r<ttes; 

in State provision for religious instruction in public 
schools; and in public grants for denominational 
purposes, as wen·as in other respects; therefore,-

Resolved, That we hereby declare our conviction 
that the only permanent and sufficient remedy for 
these evils that are subversive of the principles of 
Religious Liberty and equality, and therefore a 
hindrance in the development of our national life, 
is the absolute and final separation of Church and 
State, and the revision of our constitution in har-
mony with the same.-Carried. · 

3. Believing that in all regards in which the 
State violates the principles above summarized, it 
transcends its rightful power and unjustly infringes 
on individual rights; and believing further, that 
nothing short of the thorough and consistent appli
cation of these principles throughout the whole 
Dominion will produce harmony and secure the 
welfare of the people, of Canada, your petitioners 
pray-

That your Honorable Body may be pleased to 
speedily adopt measures,-

1. To absolutely abolish all exemption of eccle
siastical property and persons from. their due share 
of municipal taxes and burdens. 

2. To effectually prevent the making of gifts or 
grants from the public funds to denominational 
institutions or purposes, whether charitable, educa- -· 
tional, or otherwise. 

3. To abolish all laws providing for the imparting 
of religious instruction in the public schools. 

4. To bring about the entire abolition of separate 
denominational schools supported by rates levied 
by process of law. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever 
pray. 

Witness the hands of the President and Secretary 
of your petitioners, subscribed at Toronto this 17th 
day of March, A. D,, 1890: 

(Signed) D. E. THOMSON, 
Preb'ident. 

(Signed) JAMES GRANT, 
Secretary. 

----~·~----

The 8pirit of republican institutions casts out 
and rejects as an extraneous and foreign and ruin
ous element in its civilization, any preference by 
law to one set of religious opinions, to one system 
of religious teachingb', over another. · 

Orthodo.x Presbyterianism. 

WE here present an extract from the 
speech of Hon. Stanley Matthews in the 
Cincinnati case of the Bible in the schools. 
In these times when Presbyteri~n Synods 
and Presbyterian papers are demanding 
that the State shall teach religion, and 
denouncing Supreme Court decisions to 
the contrary, it is important that tho pub
lic, as well as the Presbyterians them
selves, should know just what is orthodox 
Presbyterianism on this question. Mr. 
Matthews said:-

I wish, partly as a. personal gratification 
to myself, and partly for the sound and 
wholesome truth conveyed in sound and 
wholesome words, which it contains, to 
read to your Honors a part of the confes
sion of the church to which I belong, on 
the duties and functions of the civil mag
istrate. The Westminster Confession of 
Faith, chapter xxiii, section 3, says>:-

Civil magistrates may· not assume to themselves 
the administration of the word and sacraments, or 
the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
or in the least interfere in the matters of faith. 
Yet, as nursing fathers, it is the duty of civil mag
istrates to protect the church of our common Lord 
without giving the preference to any denomina
tion of Christians above the rest, in such manner 

. that all ecclesiastical persons whatever shall enjoy 
• the full, free and unquestioned liberty of discharg

ing every part of their sacred fl)llctions, without 
violence or danger. And as J estis Christ hath ap
pointed a regular government and discipline in his 
church, no law of any commonwealth should inter-

fere with, let or hinder the due exercise thereof 
among the voluntary members of any denomina-. 
tion of Christians, according to their own profes
sion and belief. It is the duty of civil magistrates to 
protect the person a,nd good name of all their people 
in such an effectual ma,nner as that no person be 
suffered, either upon pretense of religion or infidel
ity, to offer any indignity, violence, abuse or injury 
to any other person whatsoever; and to take ord·er 
that all 1:eligious and ecclesiastical assemblies be 
held without molestation or disturbance. 

Thus, may it please your Honors, am I 
taught by my own church-a church which 
teaches elsewhere in the same confession 
that '' God alone is lord of the conscience" 
--and which here plainly defines and de
clares its own rights and the rights of the 
whole Christian Church, and the limits of 
the civil power in respect of them; and in 
so doing denies to the civil magistrate any 
assumed right in the aqm,inistration of the 
word, which means neither more nor less, 
than, any part or lot in instructing in re
ligion--denies his right, in the least, to in
terfere in matters of faith, which he at
tempts to exert when, by law, he decrees 
that a particular version or translation of 
the Bible shall be pu biic1y read, as part of 
a system of religious worship and instruc
tion, by and to particular persons, at 
stated times and places, thereby implicitly 
sitting in j-udgment upon the questions 
relating to its inspiration, its canonical 
character, the accuracy of its tr-anslation, 
its character and claims as the word' of 
God, and opening the way, if such a 
power is admitted, for a further. claim, to 
expound, interpret and teach by author
ity its true meaning; denies his right to 
give the preference to any denomination of 
Christians above the rest, a right which is 
clearly exercised where the State authori
ties, school boards or courts of law imper
atively ordain a, form of religious devotion 
to be practiced, or a mode of religious in
struction to be adopted, in the public and 
common schools, which the consciences of 
any Christian denomination prevent them 
from attending, supporting or counte
nancing; declares the right of every de
nomination of Christians, to exercise its 
discipline and government ecclesiastically, 
among its voluntary members, according 
to their own profession and belief, without 
let, hindrance or interference with, by the 
law of any commonwealth. 

But this noble article of the Westmin
ster Confession of Fa.ith goQs one step far
ther, in its vindication of the rights of 
cons~ience against the power of the civil 
magistrate. It recognizes and throws the 
mantle of its protection, not merely over 
rights which it claims for those whom it 
regards· as peculiarly its own-the confes
sors. of its own faith-but ·concedes the 
same to all others, even to those who deny, 
not only its own confession, but the very 
faith itself--even infidels; for it maintains 
it to be the duty of civil Government 
equally to protect and defend all the peo-' 
ple, both in :r>erson and good name, and so 
effectually, that no person be suffered to 
offer any indignity, violence, abuse or in
jury to any other person whatsoever, either 
upon pretense of religion or infidelity ! 

In other words it is not orthodox Pres
byterianism in this country, to deny to .an 
infidel the same civil rights that belong to 
a saint. 
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TH:E Wisconsin decision has .awakened 

such widespread discussion of the subject 

of Religion and Public Education, that 

we have made this number of the SENTI

NEL somewhat of a special upon that sub

ject. VIle give to our readers some of the 

most valuable matter to be found upon 

this subject. The argument of Mr. vVig

nian, in tho Wisconsin case, is a powerful 

and noble vindication of the right of the 

parent to instruct his own child. Judge 

Orton's opinion in the same case is an 

excellent statement of the case of the com

mon school. The article by· Rev. Owen 

james is a masterly statement of the im

possibility of the State's ever having any

thing to do in any way, with religious 

instruction. And it is difficult to see how 

the Presbyterian Church can favor the 

teaching of religion in the_ public schools 

in tho face of its owl1 Confession of Faith, 

as so eloquently expounded by Stanley 

Matthews. 
All these articles are most worthy of 

acceptance for all that they say, and for 

all that they mean, and in view of the 

condition of things in this Nation to-day, 

and in view of the powerful influences 

that are at work to secure action by the 

State which shall commit it to the cogni

zance of religious things, it is important 

that the principler> so well set forth in the 

articles which we have the pleasure of 

presenting to our. readers in this number 
of the SENTINEL, should be made known 

everywhe're. • 
We hope all to whom this paper comes 

will give it the wiriest possible Circulation. 

. THE Presbyterians throughout the whole 
United States, are now discussing the 
que~tion of the revision o'f their Confes
sion of Faith. A great majority of those 
Presbyteries which .have alr!')ady expresed 
themselvesy are in favor of revision. But 
there is' orie point in the Confessioil which 
we nave not yet. seen mentimie4.' by aiiy 
one of the. Prer:lbY.t~ies,, which ~ill need tci 

.. be rev:isedo,if,th,e position',of th.e_J:;>resby
~ria.ri Synod' o( ;New York 'is.' orthodox. 
1hat>i8, the article whic~ declares 'that 

"civil .magistrates may not assume to 
themselves the administration of the word, 
or in the least interfere in the matters of 
faith." If the State is to teach religion 
as this Synod demands that it shall, then 
that part of the croe(~ needs to be so re
vised as to deClare .it to bo the duty of the 
civil magistrate to administer the word 
and regulate matters of faith. 

RESOLUTIONS are being adopted by 
ecclesiastical bodies, and many petitions 
are being sent to the United States. Senate, 
urging the passage of the Blair Educa
tional bill. 

THE teaching of religion belongs to the 

and authority is. Therefore everybody 
who has any regard for the Bible for 
what it is, ought to object to its being put 
to any use that \vill convey to anybody 
any idea that it is less than that 'w·b:lch it 
is-the word of God. 

----····~---

THE ·Presbyterians and the . Methodists 
of New York,-the Calvinists and the 
Arminians-havo heartily joined together 
in denounciJ.J.g the \Visconsin doeision and 
demanding religious instruc.tioll. in. 'the 
public schools. Yet if the State should 
decide to .establish religious instruction 
in tho public schools and should leave it 
to these two denominations to decide just 
what form of religion should be taught 
there, and to what degree,· it would be 
difficult to find any two denominations 
in all the land between which there would 
be a wider divergence of view, or a more 
bitter contention. 

------·~----

Church, and to tho Chi1rch only. God has 
~committed to th~ Church this work, and 
endowed her with the power to do it 
effectively. The State has no authority 
to do it, nor has it tho power by which, 
alone, the attempt to do it can be effective. 
This work then, having been committed THE Now York Herald, not long since, 
to the Church, when the Church passes it secured an interview with the Pope, ill 
over to the State and the State assumes which that dignitary expressed great love 
the tas.k, what then is the Church to do? fo-r America and the Americans. He ex
What is there left for her to do, and pressed great anxiety over the "discon
what further use is. there for her in the tent, disorder, hatrei, and. profound un
world? More than this, the Church will happiness" that is seen in the present 
not stop at . that. When once the State condition of society; and says he has. 
has. assumed the task of carrying on and studied how to bring about a change, ·and 
supporting the work of the Church, the that, while he lives, he will labor to 
next thing. it will have to do will be to relieve the world of this terrible con~ 
support the Church itself, and that in idle- fusion. These good professions of the 
ness, as every State has ever had to do, Pope had the effect of greatly pleasing 

. and will ever have to do, which takes the Christian Union, and it gives vent to 
its delig-ht in these words:- . upon itself the task of teaching religion. ~ 

Th f 'f tl G t f th U 't d We cordially greet the Pope as an honored leader 
ere ore l. 1,e overnmen o e 111 e of a great international community in the work· 

States, or of a4y State, wants to keep for-· ' of indm,trial and social reform, no less than as a 
ever clear of the g-alling burden of a lazr, witness of the first importance to the fact that such 

~ J a reform is the imperative need of our time. 
good-for-nothing Clmrc11, let it keep for- Yes, we are perfectly satisfied that in· 
ever clear of any attempt to teach religion. tl ttl' f th' · 1 f · th 1e se . 1ng o 1s soma con uswn, . . e 

APPARENTLY with some surprise the 
question is asked, Would you object to the 
use of the Bible in the public schools 
merely as a reading book ? We answer 
decidedly, Yes. We object to the Bible's 

Pope will· have much to do, and with the 
result that when it is settled, it will be 
to the ad vantage of the Papacy, and with 
the Pope as the head over all and supreme 
arbiter foT the world. 

being ma<ie less than it is, or to any im- TH:rri Telluride Republica1-p should ex
pression being conveyed that it is less perience no difficulty in· decidtng what 
than that which it is. The Bible is the the AMERICAN SENTINEL meanP. That 
word of God and that· is all that it is. In journal cuts tqo clean to be misunder
it is therevelation of the eternal purpose stood. It objects to placing God on a 
of God which he purposed in Christ Jesus level with vile man, and 'f.he Graphic 
for tho redemption of the Tace of man lost takes the s~tme high gromi'd. The to
and ruined by sin. It is that and that, ligion that Jesus of NazarlJth taught, first; 
only, and to make it less than that is to the statutes of the State next. Both sep
mako it worse than nothing. And to use arate and distinct.-OoZorado Graphic. 
it in the public schools, or anywhere else, 
merely ~as a reading book, is to put it upon 
a level with all other mere rea,ding books, 
and .is to make it less than that which it 
is. Such ·procedure conveys tho impres
sion to tho mind~? of . the c}liidren in 

. school that the Bible is no rmore, and of 
no ~mOl'~ worth ,or authority, than a1.1y 
other· t:eading b()ok; and to do that is to 
de§t;rqy ,il~ jh~ir irii.nds the tru,e idea of 
wha~ :~he Bil)l~ is, and of what itfl worth 
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A 'MILWAUKEE preacher argues that 
· "The Church should stand 'as an arbiter 

· between capital and labor aild try to get 
them .together." The Cht1rch should do 
no su,ch thing; such is not her .place in the 
world. Christ was once asked to do that 
very thing (Luke 12: 13, 14), and he :flatly 
refused to perform any such office. And 
the disciple is not above his Master, nor 
the servant greater than his Lord; it is 
enough that th~ disciple be as his Master, 
and the servant . as his Lord. . What a 
singular ·thing it is that professed J;Uinis~ 
ters .of the gospel will take positions and 
announce doctrines .that . are directly re
pU:diMed by thl::l very Author of their pro
fession. 

. . . 

SJNCE the confessed " Waterloo " that 
the. National Sunday-law iss:ue met at 
Washington upon the B;reckiriridge Sun
day. Bill, .. there has been considerable 
query as tp :what turn next would "be 
take:Il by the managers of tl;lat movement. 
It now begins to appear, and it. is ·that 
they are putting forth their efforts· to 
so shape elections 11s to get into legislative 
halls men who will be but tools in their 
hands for the accowplishment of their 
purposes. Mr. Crafts has gone.· to Cali
fornia; Mrs. Bateham was ;,:tlready there; 
and they are driving a,st;rong campaign, 
by which they hope to secu~e in the elec
tion ::next fall, a Legislaf~e that will give 
the.Pl a ~unday llji>W. ther.e. . 'rlie leading 
State worker there, Rev. Edward Thpnip
so~, . says,· that ·although . the. 'A~~ociation 
is; n~t ·a . poli ti~al. one,. still 

1

• t.hay .. propO.Sfl 
"to~ .~~e)heir inftci~nc{,l felt ljy wa-iting. 

> -~uj ; ,} ~ 1 ' J ,/ , • ) .' I • • , o : 1 • ' ' •' ' •' 

until after legislative candidates are nom- · 

NEW YORK, MAY 15, 1890. 

inated, then go to the dominant party and 
ask its candidate to pledge himself to vote 
for a Sunday law. In case he will do so, 
they will vote for him, but should he re
fuse, the energies of the voting members 
of the Association will be united to com
pass his defeat." And in this he included 
the members of the Young Men's Chris
tian Association. Iri Chicago also they 
are strongly pushing the political organi
zation of the Sunday forces. By the time 
the next Congressional election comes 
around, they will no doubt make a na
tional campaign on this issue. Now, 
therefore, is the time to work as never 
before "'IVith and amongst the people, in 
order that there also these religio-political 
tinkers may meet another " Waterloo." 

Another Sunday-Law Fraud. 

IN the Sunday-law campaign of last 
'year Mr. Crafts urged everywhere the 
argument . that a national Sunday law 
would be constitutional because the Su- · 
preme Courts of twenty-five States had 
held that such laws were constitutional. 
That argument never had enough real 
worth to pay for the breath that it took 
to make it, because the decisions of State 
courts have no bearing upon a national 
question. This year Mr. Crafts is passing· 
off an argument that is just as worthless; 
but he presents it with such an air of au· 
thority as to make it appear as though it 
was of some force. The argument is so 
entirely his own that he has copyrighted 
it ·and has sent it out with other of his 
"syndicate" matter, to be printed in such 
of the "patent inside" papers as will pub-
lish it. It is as follows :-

The judicial department of the Nationat Govern
ment is represented by a decision of very great im
portance, though little known, which declares the 
constitutionality of Sunday laws. The decision was 
a unanimous one, delivered by Mr. Justice Field, 
March 16, 1885 (113, U. S. 710), and is as follows: 
• • Laws setting aside Sunday as a day of rest are up

,held, not from any right of the Government to leg-
islate·. for .the ·promotion of religious observances, 
but from its right to ptotect all persons from the 
physical and m6ral debasement that comes from 

NUMBER 20. 

uninterrupted labor. Such laws have always been 
deemed beneficent and merciful laws, especially to 
the poor and dependent, to the laborers in our fac
tories and workshops, and in the heated rooms of 
our cities; and their validity has been sustained by 
the highest courts of the States." 

This is given by Mr. Crafts as a decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United States 
upon the question of Sunday laws. 

Rev. Dr. J. H. Elliott referred to the 
same thing, in his argument before t)le 
House Committee on District of Columbia, 
in behalf of the Breckinridge Sunday Bill, 
and said, "This is a case in the Supreme 
Court," thus also passing it off as a de
cision upon the question of Sunday laws. 

Even if it were such, it would not prove 
. what they try to make it prove. It does 
not say that Sunday laws are constitu
tional by the United States Constitution. 
It does not say that their validity is sus
tained by the highest court of the United 
States. It says, "Their validity has been 
sustained by the highest courts of the 
States." So that, taking this very state
ment which they offer, it proves simply 
what it has already taken them so long 
to understand, that is, that the States have 
sustained such laws, which action has no 
bearing whatever on a national question. 

But that is not all there is to this mat
ter. As we have stated, Mr.· Crafts and 
his fellow-workers are passing this argu
ment as a decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States upon the question of 
Sunday laws, while in truth it is no such 
thing. 

The decision distinctly 13ays, "The pro
hibition against labor on Sunday is not 
involved." So that the decision is not in 
any sense what Mr. Crafts attempts to 
make it. · 

Now for . the facts in the case. The 
case is known as one of the Chinese Laun
dry cases, brought up from San Francisco 
-the case of Soon Hing v. Crowley, The 
City of San Francieco passed an ordi
nance regulating . laundries 'and p'\lblic 
wash- houses~ The fourth Section de'
clared that " N~ person owning, or em- . 
ployed in, a public laundry, or a public 
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·wash-house within the prescribed limits, by Mr. Qrl;l;it'S? Ye~, alicr-;i¥is,)s how .it the questio:p. of.;labG>r on S1,1nday is not 
shall wash or iron clothes. between the Cf.tme about: The J>eti~ioner had.'argued ~nV;ol:v~d. _ ·- , · .. · ·- ·. 
hours of ten in the evening and siX in the ' 'that the said' s~ction ,was "void on .the •' : 2-.,~:h~h< use, of it .is. false in that th~y 
morning, or upon an,y porj;ion:of Sunday." gro.un'd; that it deprived a man cif t;n.e ·'maket~t~.bin_d,ifig in subj~ct-matter which 

Soon Ring was arrested by.the po~l.ce of right to .work at_ all thne&," ·a~~·fii:.~he. is,not1nv:o1Ve([: ,:o. · · • - · __ 

San Francisco,. il,nd. he applied to the saD;ie l~p.e of the dooisionthroughou~, th~-, :' 3. -~l!eir U:se·•ofit il'! false, in· that;'eve:n 
UttitM States circuit .Court for a writ of Cq:m;fheld that this obje-ctio:riwas \';with~ thoughit-h_ad ~he fi:>rce which they would 1 

habeds corpus: upon the plea thatcithis sec- out :force " because such r.egulf.ttio~s . aile give ikthey ruaik:e it·a q'ii.estiQn of n.ation~l 
tion was iii contravention of the provisions properly.within the policepow:et;;bt cities jlii:isdicti6n;·whereas the.e;lfect.wou_ld be 
ofth:e.B-hrlhigame Treaty, ~nd of the Four- ,an:d ·1lluhici]:>alities; . 'l'ne Court said:~ ~· : to confine it ex<Jltrsively to :t:he litrd~s of 
teenth :Amendment to the. Constitution of . On _few _subjects has :the~e been more re,gUJaiion. tii.e polic~ power of .the Stf_ttes, wit~'wh~ch 
the United St~tes in that it deprived· "the HQ"; many hours sha:1I <?Qll:stitute .a d'ty'.s ~or~.in ~t wo:uld be "an e:t:traordinary usurpation" 
petitioner of the equal protect,ion of .the , the absence of contra?t, at what tune m ou~ Oittes · . for the.~!l;tio:iui1 pqwer to interfere. 
la1:1)8.-"' T' he' J'udges of the . a· ircuit Court ShQpS s_hall close at. mght, are constant. sUbJects of . . 4' M' -a '. 'fi> - f . t . d t' d legislation. · . · . . .r-.. ra . s :il l:J.Se o • 1 __ 1s un ers an -
were divided in opinion, that of. .the pre• A a·- the· - 't "·"' th t .. co· ti· .. · . - t'h· -i:Q.gly ~als~,: il). tha_·t as he must have read 

h n n 1 . w...,.., a, _n nu1ng, e -th d . . . . d t . · h 
siding justice prevailing, and t e case was Court ·said::__ · , e_ ec1s1pn lil; or er .. o wnte of 1t as e 
certified to the Supre:tne Court .. '' for .re" · - · ···· · did~ he certainly must have read there the 
. " I d .. , th a· . . tli Laws setting·aside Sunday as a.day of rest are- pos1't1'v· e. statl:\ment that ''The prohl.b1.t1'o· n VleW. . n ren er1ng · e eClSlOll He upheld, not. ~rom any right of the Government to 

/Court referred to a case that it had de- legislate for the promotion of religious .4bservances, against labor on Sunday is not involved;" 
cided only seventy-one days before, and but from its right to protect all persorui from the yet he makes it involve that very ques-
said :- physica1 arid moral 'debiu3emeri~ which conies froni tion and uses it as authority upon that 

T h . . "d t' al. b ~h .Th uninterrupted .labor. Such laws have always been questio. h;.' .• U_. u._der th. e_· cir_"·Um. stances how 
he fourt sectiOn IS 1 en lC m 0 ·" • · e pro: deemed benefi<;ent and merci~ullaws, ~J>ecially to · · · · · · · · v 

hibition against labor on Sunday in this section is the; poor and depe_nde.nt,_ to lRborers iri.our factories he can hbnestly make that·a de6ision upon 
not involved here, as it was not in that case; and . th " t" ' l t't t'. l't f s d · and workshops, and in th~ heated ,:fooms . of our e na 10na ,. Cons 1 U lOn:a 1 y · 0 Un ay 
the provision for the cessation of labor in the.laun-. · · · cities; arid their validity has been sustained by the laws_, .is m, ore t. h. a_ .. n we_ ,can. understand, a. nd 
dries, within certain prescribed limits of the· city · 

highest courts of the States. · is in order for him to expla. in. and county during certain hours of the night, is 
purely a police regulation, which is, ·as we there This reference to Sunday laws:is used The sum· of the whole matter is, that 
said, within the competency 'of any mu¢oipality by the Court only as an iHustration.of the the use which Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts 
possessed of the ordinary powers belonging to such exercise of •the police power of the States makes of the decision w, hich he cites is 
bodies. . d · · an ·municipalities.· And. even if it were. utterly and inexcusably false. 

To get a full understanding of the mat- not so us'ed,> even· if it were used with di- _ It is .. siinply another. vain effort of the 
ter ~tis necessary to quote from~ the case to rect reference to the question of Sunday Sunday-lfi.W workers to _create ·authority 
which the Court here referred. . It is the labor, · the fore~ of the d~cision, so far for Sunday Yaws· where there is none, and 
ease of Barbier v. Crowley. The Court from ·showing any power of-.the United illustrates that the further they go, the 
said:- States Government to enact .Sunday laws; harder the'y are p1;1shed to :find valid argu~ 

That fourth section, so far' as it is mvolved in the Would show. on: the contrary: that such ments. with which to support their· wicked 
case before the Police Judge was simply a prohibi- laws are wholly within the jurisdiction of C!1USe. And thus ma:y: all 'their efforts 
tion to carry on the washing and ironing of clothes th · St t t f h t th 0 t 
inpubliclaundriesandwash-houses,withincertain. e · a es, as a par 0 w a• e:. our perish. A .. T. J. 
prescribed limits of the city and county [ofSan called the police power ofthe States and . . . . 

Religfon as a -Political Factor. Francisco], from ten o'dock at night until six of which it declared ."it would be an extra
o'clock in the morning of the following day. The ordinary usurpation of the authority of 
prohibitionoflabor onSundayisnotinvolved. The the municipality. if a Federal tribunal IT i's cl_airried by those who want re
prov'ision is purely a police regulation within the should undertake to supervise. such regu- ligion t~ught in t}J.e public schools that 
competency of any municipality possessed of the. or- lations_." . it i.s primarily· . for the ben~fi. t of. the State·, 
dinary powers belonging to such bodies; .. and it 
would be an extraordinary usurpation of the au- But it is not even this; for decisions. that it i~ not with the ·View of fitting the 
tharity of the municipality if a Federal tribunal are of legal force ·~only so far.~s regards children. ·tor heaven, or of making them 
should undertake to supervise such regUlations. It th.e subject matter. then involved." The Cliristi_ans, put rather to fit them for this 
may be a necessary measure of precaution in a city decisions of courts are_ expression_s of law world a~d to make them gdod citizens; 
composed .largely . of wooden buildings, like San 
Francisco, that occupat;ions in which fires are con· upon the points involved, and,.upon these that it is not that religion needs the sup-
stantly required should cease after certaii:t hours at only, and :whatever: may be said with· ref- port of the SttJ,te, but rather that the 
night until the following fuorning; and of the ne- erence to any subject whkh is not involved State n~eds ;th~·si:t.pport bf religion. It is 
cessity of such legislation the municipal bodies are is of no lega,l force. : Especially is this so argued, the.re~ore, that it is only as a 
the 'exdlusive J'udges ,· at least any correction of their · · · · · · 'wheu the court; p_la;inly says. tha_ t such poH.tical. faCtor, · -and its wo;rth only ac
action in such matters cari come only from State 
legislation, or State tribunals .•.. Neither the subject is ,not involved in the case. Put .cording to 'its "political value," that the 
[Fourteenth] Amendment, broad and comprehen- in the form of a syllogism:the .case q;uoted . State· proposes .to enforce the teaching of 
shce as it is, nor any other amendment, was de- by Mr. Crafts, stands thus:- religion_'in .the public schools; that the 
signed to interfere with the power of the State, Decis~ons are o;f force "only so far as o'J!ject · 'of' the instruction. is :riot "the 
sometimes termed its police power, to ·prescribe re_ gards the subject matter then in. volved." spiritual' welfare of the children" but 
regUlations to promote the health, peace, morals, 
education, and good order o:f the people, and to leg- This decif'!jon plainly says, "The pro- "the bEn;lefit of'the State." 
islate so as to increase the industries of the State, hibition of •labor on Sunday is not in-. -rnis ~argumen~ appears very plausible, 
develop its resources, ~nd add to its wealth arid volved here." but it is 'utt~rly fallacious. The ·supreme 
prosperity.-118 U.s. ao, 81. Therefore t:P,e. decision. cited by Mr. difficU.Hy with such a view is that it 

Thus it is. proved by the very words of Crafts in support ·of Sunday laws, is :of wholly robs ·religion of itS'.divine sanctions· 
the decision which Mr. Crafts quotes that no force whatever with reference to any :and replaces·them only with civil sane
the. question of Sunday laws, or of Sunday. question: of labor on Sunday~ · tions. It rob.s religion of its eternai pur
labor, was not involved at all. The ques- The use which Mr. Crafts- and his fellow· pose and nid,kes it only a te:i:nporal expedi
tion was ~imply whether a city, or a State workers make of the reference' to.S,Unday ent. .From being a plan devised by divine 
if need be, eould regulate the time in laws in this cas(;l, is fals~, · · · ·· ' wisdinn 'to secui-e the- et~rn:al salvation of 
which public laundries· or wash-houses 1. In ·that. they make ~t a_:deCision on. the soulJ·Ch'ristianity is,·by this sc:henie,. 
should be opened.- · the question of.Sunday· laws, wh:ereastlie ·made _a.me..re. hunian- devl.ce tt>effect··a. 

But did the Court use the word!'; quoted . decision plainly Saiys, "Virtuan-r •tVI"i,be., that· political Fl'¢Pose. · Ana.- for the State. to 
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giv'e.:legai "atild ·enforced ~auction to • the 
idea 'that the Christian religion: and>the 

·belief and practice of its principles are 
oilly for •temporal advantage, is for the 
·State to put an innnense :[n•emium upon 
hyp6crisy. 1 But there is already entirely 
too ':ti:nich of the profession of religion for 
onlyiwhat can ·be gained in this world by 
it politically, financially, and socially·. 
And for' the State to sanction the evil 
principle; lind promote the practice by 
!ldopting it as a 13ystem and inculcating 
it ·upon the minds of the very children 
as' they grow up, would bring upon the 
country ·such a· flood of corruption as it 
·would be impossible for civil society to 
beait. · · · . ' · · · · · 
· · Be't us not be misunderstood. · We do 

not 'deny. for an.· instant, but rather· assert 
fo'l'~'ver,~.that the principles' of thB CJhris
tian religion received .into the heart and 
carH.ed ·6ut' iii the 'life wm mak:e ghod 
citizens l:Llways;: ·But· it ·is' only. because . 

. it d'erives·; its ·sanction frotri the divine 
·source-bedause it Is rooted iri the very 
soul and nourished by the gracious in
ilueiwes• of the Holy SpirU:.: This, how~. 
ev~t; the State of itself can: never secure. 
This at once carries us into the realm of 
conscience;· upon the· plane of 'the spiritual, 
a1id' it caii · be · secured only by· spiritual 
forces, none of which have ever been 
committed to the Sta,te, but to the Church 
only. A. T. J. 

Religio~~ Amendment to the Con~ 
· · · stitution. 

-·--
SENATOR BLAIR'S proposed amendment 

is to force into all the public schools the 
teMhing of the principles of Christianity. 
This arrangement is open to many objec-
tio:ds. · · 

L It is a proposition to have :the State 
un,d>erta;k:e a work which, outside of the 
fa,trtily)belongs only to the Church. This 
is the ·c1iief characteristic 'Of a union of 
Church and ·State. Civihaffairs .belong 
to the Sta-te ; religious affairs belong to 
God and the Church; "render therefore 
unto dresar the things which a,re Cresar's:; 
an'd mito God the things·which are Gods." 
Matt. ·22i: 21. , . 

2. ' In the matMr of the religious train~ 
ing of children, it • ''puts t~e State not 
only in the place of the parent; but above 
the ·parent.?' As •God holds ,the parents 
r·esponsible for their children, it is evident 
that they should be allowed to train the 
children· ·as ·they believe God'· requires, 
without any interference of.the State. 

3. It proposes to use. carnal weapons 
(force) to propa,gate religion. · Christ says~ 
''·Whosoever will; let ·him take tl:!e water of 
life," •but the; advocates· of· the ti.meridnient 
intend to • compel people tp•study religion 
wnetherthey desire to or not. ' 

4. The :first amendment to the Consti
tution says, "Oong;ress sha,ll tnake no law 
respecting an· establishment of; religion; 
or -~llibiting ·the free 'ex~r'0iise th.6reof; '' ' 

but the proposed amendment would 
change this ·by compelling Congress and 
the State Legislatures to make laws for 
the establishment Of the principles of 
Christianity in all the public schools. 

5. The Blair amendment does not define 
these "principles," which wo-qld necessi
tate a succcession of church councils, 
similar to those convened in the Dark 
Ages, or the introduction into our .civil 
courts of an endless chain of religious 
litigation, to settle the disputes constantly 
arising among the people.- A. Delos 
Westcott, in Reedsburg, Wisconsin, Free 
Press. 

How Far They Pr'opose to Carry It. 
·-·-·-· 

A REGULAR contributor to the Christian 
St9-tesman, Rev. N. R. Johnston, of Oak
land, California, ,has an article in that 
paper,, of April 10 and 17, entitled, 
''Christ's Hea,dship over. the Nations," 
which is worthy of· notice, for the reason 
that he is a .represf:lntative National Re
former, and it is fair to presume that his 
views, are entirely- in. h~rmony with those 
of his brethren, sinc..e. they are published 
without Q.issent \n,th1'l offi.cial.organ of the 
National Reform Association. Referring 
to the, evils which 'prevail in our .land, 
Mr. Johnston says:~ 

The antidote to these abounding evils and to 
whatever tends to ruin us as a Nation .is to be found 
in two things:-

1. 'l'he general prevale11ce of . pure religion and 
consequent pure Christian morals. To bring about 
this desirable end is, under God, the work of the 
·Church of Christ. · 

2. The voluntary submission of the Nation and 
Government to Christ Jesus as Lord of nations; or 
voluntary obedience to King Jesus. 

With the first of these ''two things" no 
Christian can find one word of fault. It 
is most emphatically true. The only an
tidote for evil, in the sense of sin, or wick
edness, is to be found in Christianity; but 
Christianity can operate upon a nation 
only through individuals. It can elevate 
a nation morally only by reforming and 
elevating individuals; and to do.this ''is, 
under God, the work of the Church," but 
the Church bears no message to nations; 
the gospel messtl,ge is to be preached in 
all nations, but to individuals, and only 
individuals can hear, believe, and obey it, 
·and be reformed and saved by it. 

The ·second of Mr. Johnston's "two 
things" i~ the central thought of National 
Reform. Undoubtedly those who urge it 
suppose that they do it for the honor of 
Christ, and for the good· of the Nation. 
But its danger • is equalled only by its 
subtlety. Such submission would be only 
a mockery unless at least a majority of 
the Nation were indeed Christians, and 
eve~ then it would be a real submission 
only on the .part of those who. were Chris
tians; and after· it was made the Nation 
would be no-more Cb.ristian, in the proper 
sense of the word, than it was before; 
that is, it woula ·be Christian; only so far 

as those who composed it were Christian. 
Indeed while there might be a nation of 
Christians, there can be no such thing as 
a Christian nation. To make such a.sub
mission more 'than an empty compliment, 
a mere profession meani'ng nothing, force 
would have to be given to it by making 
the law of. Christ, the divine law as re
vealed in the word of God, the supreme 
law of the land. But to do that would be 
to establish a theocracy;· not indeed a true 
theocracy in which God himself would be 
the ruler, but a man-made theocracy in 
which men would rule in the name of 
God. But in such a theocracy as that the 
supreme law would be not the law of God 
in fact, but such a version of that law as 
those in power might from time to time 
see fit to impose upon those under their 
rule. That theocracy would not· be one 
divinely established, and administered by 
inspired men, as was the theocracy under 
Moses and Joshua, but it would be a the
ocracy established by men and a,dminis
tered, not only by uninspired men, but 
too often by evil and designing men. 
This would be in effect to put men in the 
pla,ce of God and to cause men to look to 
their fellows instead of to God to know 
their duty toward God. It is by this 
very principle that the Pope rules; in f~ct 
the principle of the Papacy, and of Na
tional Reform is the same. The only dif
ference is that the Papacy exalts the Pope, 
while National Reform would exalt some 
other man or men in exactly the same 
way and with the same result; namely, 
that of placing men in the place of God 
and causing them to stand in the relation 
of God to their fellows so far as moral 
government is concerned. 

The moral law, the law of God, binds 
the consciences of men. It follows, there
fore, that to make men the administrators 
of the divine law is to give them power 
over the consciences of their fellow-men. 
The unavoidable conclusion is that N a
tional Reform seeks to endow human 
Governments with the sovereignty of con
science, a sovereignty which, according to 
the gospel, belongs only to God. But it 
may be said, as it has been said before, 
that National Reform .would make the 
divine law as revealed in the Scriptures, 
the law of the land no farther than to 
make it the model for human legislation, 
and that only so far as·. it might be ap
plicable to civil government. But how 
far would it be held to be applicable ? 
This question is one · the Government 
would have to decide, and it would be 
decided not by any fixed and infallible 
rule, not by divine wisdom and direction, 
but by men certain to err even as men 
have erred before in deciding similar 
questions. It would just as certainly 
make men judges of the divine law as it 
would to declare the whole law of God 
the supreme rule in civil affairs. 

We are not, however, left to surmises 
in this matter; In the ·artiCle in the 
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Christian Statesman before referred to, 
Mr. Johnston tells just how fa;r they 
would consider the law of Gpd as appli
cable to civil government. He says:-

All civil governments and a,ll officers· should take 
the Bible as the hig'her law· and as the rule of ac
tion, . Indeed, this holy law js just as good a rule 
of action in the State, as in the Church, or in per

. sonal relations. . Accordingly the whole moral law 
as summed up in the ten commandments, and the 
whole moral Mosaic penal code, would be the rule 
of action in Congress, in State Legislatures andin 
the courts of justice. Kidnapping, man-stealing, 
blasphemy and adultery, as weU·as murder would 
be punished. by severe· penalties. Not the ever
changing will of the· people, but the u~changeable 
law of the Most High would be of supreme a1,Ithor
ity. As this would be right, can we doubt that 
good would result ? 

The practical results of such a· system 
of government Mr. J olu).ston describes as 
follows:~ 

It would secure the administration of a rightly 
constituted government by righteous legislators, 
judges, and executors. It would make only right
eous men, men of Christian morality-eligible to 
office. It would keep out of office all ungodly and 
wicked: men.· .Aspirants for office, for power, for 
honor, or for spoils-unbelieving and immoral men, 
asking the dear people to make them legislators, or 
congressmen, or· judges, or governors,· would. b~;~ 

left at home. 

Again he says:-
It would tend powerfully to the suppression of 

existing evil-of all abounding wickedness. Public 
idol worship, profanity, blasphemy, ~abbath defle
cration, disregard of parental authority, oppression 
of the poor, and ·of the millions o:r;tce enslaved, 
shameful wrongs done to women, the licensed liq
uor traffic, intemperance, legalized ·prostitution, in
famous divorce systems, polygamy, bloodshed, 
adultery,-these and similar evils would be pun
ished as the divine law requires. 

These extracts which a;re in no way 
modified by anything else in Mr. John
ston's article, show that the Nationi'J,l Re
form idea is not simply to have Christian 
principles govern the Nation through the 
influence which Christianity ought . to 
have upon the individuals that compose 
the Nation, but by making .not only the 
ten commandments but also "the whole 
moral Mosaic. penal code" the law of the 
Nation. And this he thinks would keep 
wicked men out of office. If it did, it 
would do better .than it did anciently. 
The righteous rulers of the whole nation of 
Israel from Saul to Zedekiah, were the ex: 
ception, and wicked kings the rule. The 
National Reform scheme of government 
would tend rather to make. hypocrites 
.than to secure . honesty in the :;l.d_n;tinistra-
tio:ri of government. . 

It .is a wonder that any man who has a 
sincere regard for good morals, as a per~ 
sonal acquaintance with M;r. Johnston· 
warrants us in believing thE~.t he has, 
would for a moment think it wise to make 
a profession of religion a q~t~tlification for 
civil qffice. Under such a system !:)very 
politician would. of necessi~y be a member 
of the Church, ,and corrupt nien. would: 
rule the Church .as they now rule politiQal \ 
parties; and while -the. Church foulc(be i 
so muoh worse, the Government would · 
be no better. It is a sad fact that • 

defaulters :and embezzlers are about as 
common-not indeed among Christians, 
but .· among those who profess to be 
Christians-as among those who make 
no profession.· . The reason ·for . this is 
that many join the Church through some 
improper motive,· in order to· gain some 
sqcial or business .advantage, and not 
having the root of the matter in them, 
when temptation comes, they fall. What 
assurance then could there possibly be 
that Christians would be any more honest 
under the proposed National Reform re
gime than they are now, or than they have 
been under similar circumstances in other 
countries ? There could be no such as
surance; on the contrary, a know ledge of 
hum~n nature, and the history of the past 
lead us to believe that instead of purifying 
the State, National Reform· would hope
lessly corrupt, both the State, and the 
Church. 

The nature of the penalties which, ac
cording to their own representation of the 
matter,· would be inflictBd under the pro
posed National Reform system will be ex-
amined in another article. c. P. B. 

The Bible in the Public Schools. 

IN studying the subject of the Bible in 
the public schools, there are two impor
tant questions to solve; first, which, if 
any, of the Bibles shall be used.? and sec
ond, what are the public schools? 

The Bible, to many, means only the Bible 
adopted by the Protestants, or the King 
James version, and in urging that it be 
read . in the common schools, they do not 
recognize the fact that the.Catholic has a 
different Bible, which he regards as the 
only faithful translation of the Scriptures; 
or that the Jew accepts of the Old Testa
ment only, regarding the New .not only as 
false, but as cruelly charging hit;; ancestors 
with the murder of the world's Messiah. . 

The difference between these Bibles is 
considered by each party as vital to the. 
eternal welfare of the believer~ ~ays the 
Protestant Bible, "Except ye ;repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish." ~llY(:l th,e.Q~th; 
olic Bible, "Unless ye shall do penance, 
ye shall all likewise perish." 

This is not an accidep.tal d~fference in 
translation, but is a differe~qe. maintained 
throughout . the entire Catholic . Bible, 
based on the .distinctive Catholic. doctrine 
of penance, in opposition to the Protestant 
doctrine of .salvation through faith, as 
the following quotation from the "Doc
trinal Catechism," proves: '' Re •. [Luther] 
invented a thing,· which he ca,lled justify
ing faith, to be a sufficient substitute for 
all.the above. painful religious works,. an 
invention which took off every responsi
bility from our. shoulders, an~, laid • all on 
the shoulders of J ~sus Christ; in a word, 
he told men to believe. in th43 merits of 
.Christ as. certairtly .applied to ~hf}m, and 
live as they pl~ased. ";Page,3,7. 

'l'he~e ttre .Qther .impqrtan~ differences 

which appear in. the text, ·and would be 
made apparent by the mere re~ding of the 
passages. 

The . djfference between the Protestant 
and Catholic Bibles, and the Jewish Bible, 
is far greater, as the Jew rejects the entire 
New Testament as ·not only a base fabri
cation; but as containing an unjust charge 
.against his people. 

The infidel rejects the whole, and finds 
his view~ of religion' met in the writings 
of .Rousseau, Paine, or Ingersoll. 

Which of these Bibles shall be read in 
our commo11 schools ? To this question 
comes a chorus of opposing answers. 

Who shall decide ? Is. it the preroga
tive of the State to decide which of these 
Bibles contains the most truth, and which 
error ? If we so decide, we adopt ~he the
ory which gave to the Dark Ages their 
moral gloom. 

Leaving the difference in Bibles, there 
is anothE)r important difference with re
gard to the propriety of reading any Bible 
without comment. The Protestant posi
.tion is, ~hat "the Bible without note or 
comment is the infallible rule of faith and 
practice." The Catholic regards this as 
a dangerous doctrine, fraught with eter
nal ruin to the child, and to say that he 
is not sincere, is to sit in judgment on 
his conscience. And the conscience of a 
Catholic is as sacred in the eyes of the 
law as the conscience of the Protestant. 

In studying this subject, we should not 
allow our preconceived ideas, or time
honored·· practices·. to prejudice us. The 
time was, when men as conscientiously 
believed that the Government should pro
tect religion by burning heretics, as do 
some to7day~that the Bible should be read 
in the public.scho~ls. One way of bring
ing this question squarely before us is to 
reverse the condition by placing the C~th
olic, Jew, or infidel in the majority. 
Would. t!J,e Prot.estant, who believes that 
salvation comes alone through faith, be 
willing tha,t his child be: taught from the 
reading of the Douay Bible, that to obtain 
it, he must do penance ? If infidels were 
in · the majority, would the minority be 
willing ,to have the exercises of the day 
prefaced by the reading of extracts from 
Thomas Paine, Robert Ingersoll, or some 
other exponent of infidelity ? Here it is 
that the goiden rule has. a practical appli
cation. '' All tl).ings whatsoever ye would 
that men . should do to you, do ye even 
s6 to them."· 

The public ·school is created and main
tained ,by the civil Government, and 
therefore is a civil. institution. Protest
ants, · Catholios, Jews, and infidels are 
taxed alike for its support. They are not 
maintained in the interests of or in opposi,.. 
tion to religion,. .As a part of the Govern
ment they come under Lincoln's immortal 
definition; of government, -they. are ''of 
the people, by the people, and for the peo
ple~" . They a;re neither by or for the Prot
estant, as such, but for the p~ople: without 
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reference to· religion. Since the support 
of the public school is compulsory .as is 

.. the attendance upon_it in most States; it 
follows that the parent is compelled to 
maintain, and patronize a place of wor
ship, for such is the school room while 
the Bible is being read. In other words 
he is taxed to support an institution which 
destroys the faith of his child, and is com
pelled to send his child to an institution 

· where its faith will be destroyed. This is 
the worst of tyranny. 

While this view of the public school is 
reg:j.rded by the majority as self-evident, 

· there are a few who; because of this 
attitude of our schools toward religion, 
declare that they are " godless." This 
comes ' frdm a misconception of the mis
sion' of the public school. Had God dele
gated to the civil Govermnent the teach
ing~o£ religion, a failure to do it by means 
of the'pubiic school would :nrerit the above 
criticism. ··. The State in providing' for the 
tea6hing of reading, writing, and mathe
m~tics without teaching rellgion is simply 
attending to its legitimate pusiness which 
the Church does when it attends to the 

-teaching of religion. - The term ''godless," 
ca:h,not be applied with any more consist
. e:hcy to the common school, because th~ 
Bil)le· is not read or taugl;lt in it, than it 
can be to schools of phonography, telegra
phy, or art, because the Bible is not taught 
or read in them. The place for the Bible 
to be read and taught is in the home, the 
denominational school, and, the church.--:
Home Missionary. 

Baptists Oppose It. 

.AccORDING to The Ohris,tian Index and 
So'li-thern Baptist, Baptists are opposed to 
teaching religion in. the public schools. 
That paper in its issue of February 27, 

' says:-
:Baptistl;! are uncompromisingly opposed 

to union. of Church and State. . Wber
ever and' whenever this contest has arisen. 
tMy have. invariably stood on. the side of 
liberty of conscience, and, if need be, 
have sealed, w#h their blood, their undy
ing devotion to this prin.ciple .. The State 
must not maintain. a religious establish
ment. The public schools are-forbidden 
to teach religion. In them . the Bible is 
practical}y ignored. The children who , 
attend these schools represent parents of: 
every shade of religious belief. Some are · 
Gentiles, others are Jews.· Some are Cal
vinists, others are Arminians: Soi:he are : 
Trinitarians, others are Unitarians. ·Some • 
wa~t God, Christ, and the Bible recog
nized, others want neither God, Cl,lrist 
nor the Bible mentioned. What is to 

·be •'<done ? Education alone, makes men 
neither· :inorai llOJ,' religious;· The remedy 
i~' to 'be fbuhd in the :f.amily, and in 
the · dendminationil school. Fathers and 
rnoth~rs,, in the eariy ye~rs of childhood 
mu,st do the work of religious instruction 
and training. 

The Kansas City "Journal" on 
National Reform. · 

ONDER the title of "God- in the Consti
tution;" the Kan~as bityJournal, of Jan
uary 22, has .the following which is worth 
reading and remembering:-:-

This is a subject that is discussed from 
various standpoints, but mainly from the
ologic and anti-theologic premises, which 
excite all the antagonisms· and animosi
ties of the religious conflicts of past times. 
We are at once taken back to the times 
and spirit of the Middle. Ages,. and Hal
lam's ·summary of that epoch furnishes 
the coloring of one side or the other, more 
than the ideas of Paine, Franklin, J effer
son,. and the men .who kept our American 
civil ideals free from this master element 
of discord among the people of the earth. 

It is a mistaken issue. It is not whether 
there is a God, or whether there is not. It 
is not· a question of a Creator or of a crea
tive power-'"-'and above all it is not a ques
tion between theism and atheism. But it 
is a question of the introduction into our 
organic law of a problem that does not ap
ply to the practical affairs of life, but is 
merely the opinion of this or that man or 
organization of men as to the conditions 
of a life after this one-of a question that 
no. one mind can thirik or settle f9r an
other, any more than it ·can sense the 
palate of another. It is hot a practical 
question at all-at best it is a hypothetical 
one and can never be· settled, because no 
precedent can be availed of to know. 

For example, ww can tell whether or 
no universal suffrage works to the better
ment or detriment of society, but we can
not feel or sense hGw a belief in one God 
or three Gods, or three in one, affects the 
tariff or the land question. They do not 
settle these,. one way or the other, but to 
vote on them does. The form in which 
so-called religion has entered ·into these 
questions may well be ill~strated in the 
formula so familiar to everyone: " Re
solved that the earth belongs to the Lord 
for the use of his saints .. Resolved; that 
we are the saints." This lias been and is 
to-day the practical application and work
ing of " God in the Constitution" of every 
form of government on earth, where re
ligion has been recognized as a thing of 
the State. 

It goes without saying, in this last dec
ade of the nineteenth century, that eyery. 
man, and woman and child is a member • 
of society with equal natural rights .. 
These natural rights are easily and clearly! 
defined-the right to life, the right to lib
erty and the right to pursue 'happiness, 
each for himself. Now, the: bonditions 
of happiness cover all the rest. Holding 
i roperty and its protection i$ :a,: tangible 
thing in society, and these cover all the. 

'material things conducive to happiness in 
this world-all else is embraced. under 
what we call liberty-'-the· action of the 
mind-of the real :inan. The moment you 

use material power to control or· coerce 
this freedom of mind that moment you in
troduce tyrannv, discord. and strife--be
cause you have. interfered with. the m~st 
important right 'of humanity. 

It is not the recognition of God that is 
involved-for' no mature, sane mind, 
whether savage or civilized,· ever denied 
the existence of the creatin p.ower or the 
wisdom that is expressed through worlds. 
And it is about time the intelligen:t world 
resented the ·canting superiority assumed 
·by ignorance and craft-that there are 
such things as " infidels " and " atheists " 
in the world. The worst form of irifidelity 
or atheism the world has ·ev€lr' known is 
that which denies to man the right to his 
God-given freedom to think and to b'e 
what his best thought can make ·hiin; · It 
is time that the assumption of any author
ity to say what "sin" is; should be branded 
with what it is-infidelity to God and man. 
The free, the real worshipers of God
those who do as Jesus did-:w?rship the 
Creator by doing good. to hi!'! ·creat~d, 
should assert themselves and llO longer 
beg the question £:rom anybody.. ·, 

The .ecclesiast~cal . world h~s sp long 
forced man into a false position that it 
has become ahnost hereditary ~ith us to 
concede them some sort of authority jn 
such matters. There is no authority in · 
this world older or superior to the people 
themselves-and the people derive au
thority of the individual himself. Society 
is only the . delegated authority .of the 
individual. Self-preservation is. the first 
law of nature. To make this effective, 
men. agree to exercise this law· coUeCt
ively. This is what we ca.ll government 
-and it is all there is. How can we w.or
ship God otherwise than i?- this recogni
tion of nat1;1ral justice-for it is all·we a:re 
capable of expressing .. in action·. So the 
h1ghest worship of· God is the highest de~ 
velopment of good in man; . Now those 
who deny this are the infidels, those who 
seek to disturb or overthrow' that condi
tion, the atheists. This is all of the teMh
ings of Jesus, and it is about time those 
wh'o agree with that teaching: and·'assert 
it as a foundatio11 of· human government 
should assert their true~ position; a:rid :Jet 
those· who have transformed thern intb a 
set of metaphysical doctrines and opinions 
understand that th6 matter in questit<n1 is 
understood. This assumption by tradi
tional ignorance and tyra11ny ·Iaustbe done 
away with, and given· to· understand that 
the intelligent portion of: mankind have 
got to know their true position-that it is 
simply a usurped authority,; teaching in 
the name of Jesus, not only what ·he: did 
not teach, but perverting his wholE:) scheme 
of teaching. The nearest:formu:la, as to 
human conduct; to the teachi:tigs io:Jl J~sus 
is found in the Declaration 6£ Ilidepen
denoe; and the·Constitutio:h :0£ the Uh1ted 
States is the embOdim:ent,'as near as l:riay 
be, of.· those principles in the management 
of organized society. · 
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. T:P.is: is: t}J.e · trlle God in, the. Constitution 
~the. f,reedo:w of the indiYidllal. Now, 
how: fi.J:e we. going to iD?-proye upon it by. 
pU,tting ~· God ''·into this instrument?. ''In
asmuch as ye havE;~ don~ ~it:. unto the least 
of ~he~!),: ye _hav~ done it :u,nto me;" To 
theJeast of, men t}le Cons.titution has done 
i~~'ud F~~t. i~ ~ll the Ood that can be put 
in it, .. lti.!;l fulJ. of. God ·now, and to put 
a:ni,.~q im.ap.'~ GoP, in it take13 out of it the 
<;f.()l\ of:: all tn-en•. That f!tatel3•tb,e question 
abo~t.11,s.clearly lrlos. need b€) .. T,he ploody 
retxwd~ ~f' r~ljgiol1s p.ersecutions and wars 
is· bnt th0 ·!liS:tory .. of attempts to put the 
G;od of sowebody into the constitution of 
society to the . exclusion of the God of 
e.v~rybody ..... ':fhe. cqnception. itself is nar~ 
row, it is l),orn of ignorance, and· the .at
teiD;P~:is but a form of intolerance. 

Why? 

WHY should anything based upon the 
word of God ask for support other than 
that word? It cannot. It is only when 
we· 1-ea:lize ·weakness in our'selves that we 
look'' elsewhere· for support. ·When the 
Church asks the civil power to compel 
people to yield obedience to her ordi
nances( then those ordinances have be
come forms, and ·forms only~ lacking in 
power to affect the heart, and inspire the 
life.· 

This is no less tr~e of one· ordinance 
than of' another. Shall civil power compel 
people to be baptized and join the Church? 
:No.! :Then, shall it compel people to keep 
the Sabbath? If the Church has lost 
her power to convert the·heart, so that it 
shall yield willing obedienc_e to her Lord; 
if she must ask civil power to compel ser
.V:lce to: her forms; then how sadly yet 
truly are the words of Paul being fulfilled, 
'.SHaving aform of godliness but denying 
.the power thereof." · 

. MRS; M, J. BAHLER. 
Qa,kland, Cal. 

------~~-------

~N spea~ing of the last days of. the Ro
man Republic, Tacitus remarks that "laws 
were not made for the public only; h~t 
.for part~cularmen,"-:-the idea being th~t 
the.p:u:bUo.good was not the first thought, 
but. that political advantage took preced
ence; awl. th~t those, who had the making 
qf,tb:e.l,al\tswould pl~y into the hands. of 
particul~r ~en, o.r classes of men, in ord13r 
to secure their support: and that, on the 
oth~r . hand, particular men or classes 
looked-only to their owninterests, to. their 
own . advantage, . and not to the public 
gqo<L ·." · 
; To .an.y one who has watched the course 

0£, legislation in the United, States for the 
l~t 'f~w. years, it will. not b,e, difficult to 
detect ,~he, groW:th of a condition of things 
which ... is becoming ·more a:P:d more· pre
.ois~ly parallel wi.iih. that to which T.acitus 
'l'~f;~m~ It ·is ~ming more and more a 
,Si~iolis :4ct thaMn our Legislatures,· laws 
'a,~; ~t ~defo~·the, public: oiilY:,. b:ut fQI~ 
partieu~r · rilen. · ·. · · · · · 
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eurse to ·society. 
We believe in f1Upporting the civil government, and submit

ting to Its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. · 
We believe it Is the rlghtl and should be the privilege, of · 

every JJlan to ~orship accord ng to the dktates of his own. eon· 
science. 

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
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IN the Senate, April 23 and 24, peti-
. tions were· presented ,in favor of the 

Sunday-rest Bill, . by Senators Quay of 
Pennsylvania, Spooner of Wisconsin, Frye 
of Maine, Reagan of Texas, Ransom of 
North Carolina, Butler of South Carolina, 
Dawes of Massachusetts, Harris of Ten
nessee, Blair of New Hampshire, Teller 
of Colorado, Sherman of Ohio, Pierce of 
North Dakota, Dixon of Rhode Island, 
Cock~ell of Missouri, Trtrpie of Indiana, 
Pasco of Florida, Farwell of illinois, 
Evarts of New York, Wilson of Maryland, 
and Payne of Ohio. 

In the Record, these petitions are vari
ously characterized, as follows : "A pe
tition of citizens of Pennsylvania;" "A 
petition of 287' citizens of Wisconsin;" 
" A petition containing the signatures of 
40 citizens of New Mexico; '' '' What 
purports to be a petition praying for the. 
passage of a· Sunday-rest Bill. It is eta ted 
that it was indorsed . by 184 people in a 
mass-meeting of citizens of Dallas; Texas, 
and indorsed by 190 people in a mass
meeting of citizens of Gainesville, Texas. 
Somebody · signs it, saying that it was 
iudors~?d, but it is without the names of 
the petitioners;"'' "A petition of 33 citi
.zens of South Carolina;" "A petition of 
99 .citizens of · Massachus.etts; " '' The pe
tition of the Superintendent of the Cum
berland Presbyterian Sunday. schools at 
Lebanon, Tennessee, representing 7'5 citi
zens;" "Petition of Lambert S. Wood, 
of Missdu1a, .. Montana, representing labor 
organizations .hi that State;" "P~tition 
of 7'5members of the Second Congrega
tional Church of Denver, Colorado;" " A 
petition with 1157 representative indorse
ments of the citizens of Ohio;" "A-peti
tion of 60 members of the Methodist Epis
copal church of. Rhode Island:" "Petitions 
collected :.by; the National Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union, ... containing 
96 signatures froni Missouri;"' "A petition' 
of .202 .citizens of India:na,, collected by 
. the National: Woman?s Christian Temper
a:twe Union; ": ! 'A petition of · 234 citizens 

of Kansas;" "A petition of 44 members 
of the First Baptist church of .Pensacola, 
Florida; " " A petij;ion of 37'6 citizens of 
Indiana;'' "A petition of over .400.citizens 
of New York;" "A petition of 135 mem
l;>ers of the Hampden Presbyterian Church 
of Baltimore, . Mary land; ''A petition. of 
citizens of North Dakota;" .and "A peti
tion of 550 citizens. of Ohio." 

The above.·· testimony' of the Congres
sional Record for only two days, ·bears 

-witness to the persistenoy of those· who 
favor the passage of the religious , bills . 
now before Congress, in. urging these 
measures upon the attention of Congress
men. 

HoN'. WILLIAM C. OATES, of Alabama, 
said, -in the Rollse of Representatives, on 
April li6, while speaking upon. the bill 
'' to define and regulate the jurisdiction 
of the Courts .of the United States:"-

There is .one alarming feature in the tendency of 
the times, in the tendency of Congress, and in the 
t!OJI).dency of our Federal judiciary, and that. is, 
towards the centralization of Federal power. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, let any man look at the num
ber of bills that are brought before Congress at 
every session, that are properly within the jurisdic· 
tion which Congress has assumed, and see how 
utterly impo$sible it is for· Congress, even if it sat 
from year's end to year's end, to give con~;ideratioil 
to even one third of them, ·and let him in' all candor 
say whither we are tending. How are you going 
to administer the affairs of your Government in its 
present form, if this tendency to the enlargement 
of its jurisdiction is to go on ? It behooves every 
lover of this country to cut down Federal jurisdic

. tion instead of enlarging it, if he would preserve 
and perpetuate our Government and itS blessings 
for the benefit of posterity. 

And yet it is proposed by Senator Blair, 
in hia Educational Bill, that, in considera
tion of$7'7,000,000 in hand paid, the States 
should surrender their public-school sys
tems to the virtual censorship of the 
general Government, and constitute the 
Secretary of the Interior and the· Com
missioner of Education, a governmental 
educational Bureau for the oversight of 
school interests of the United States. 
Then, in the educational amendment to 
the Constitution, offered by the same . 
Senator, it is expressly indicated what 
shall be the character of the public schools 
which each St:;tte shall establish, and what 
shall be taught therein,. with a provision 
that Congress ·may enforce its ·require
ments by • legislation, · when necessary. 
More than this, in the Sunday-rest Bill, 
Congress has been asked to take paternal 
charge of the "Sunday observance" of all 
persons .under its exclusive jurisdiction, 
m its man· and military service, in inter
State corimierce, on the high seas, and 
throughout the world. 

. ' 

DisTRICT SEQRETARY C. ]I;Ic REYNOLDs, 
of Kansas, writes a very. encouragin,g. 
letter from Winfield, in his State. Na
tional Reform and Sabbath Union .work
ers hav;e l~)een very active there the past 
few weeks, but 'their efforts have devel
oped able and. intelligent opposition,. in 
13om~ .Vflry unexpected quarters. 
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individuali~Jn;cQn;which our,system Wl!-8 fp.unded. following editorial note which explains 
The hope tl1at·political equality w<iuldt~siilt iii the the situation, a:nd which .is important 
destruction of poverty and· iJi ·social fraternity· has 
'riot beim r(lalizea; 'Thei:e afe'h!,rger private fort;- ~pon more.thari. this particular point of 
unes; :there is gr~,ater Political·· power in :f'ew~r !.he Sund~y-law issuE\:-
hands; in o~her words, there is :inore tyranny in the When D~. ltdward Thompson outlined the policy 
Republic than iJi a monarchy. The. :stronge&tsucc· of the Young Men's Christian.Association hipolitics, 

· ceeds more rapidly ~and more readily here be0ausw ·. on Sunday evening in hi~ leeture on ,the " ~ eoessity 
liberty beingwriiirlon to all, .theie:ar~ no. restraints .• of a Sunday Law," .. he gave the Assooiatio;n a .re
aud limitations to 'OVercome., The de:rilaud now is, sponsibility which will cause it consid~rable trouble, 
therefore, not that. an· shalf be free, out that all acoeptin,r:- the lecturer's statement r.s correct. In 
shall be resti~ained from the full e'xerds~ .of their regard L.l the coming political contest in tl:ris State 
faouities aud from the enjoyht~ht of their acquisi- the speaker said that while the Association was not 
tions. . . ' · . . a political one in any sense, still they proposed to 

+ niake their influence felt, by waiting until after . 

· Lake City, · 
wlljl,t, seems to luwe been a sort o£ mass
meeting was 4eld ~o epnsider :' TP,e obli
gation: of.· the ci:V.ii authorities to; protect . 
th~ American ·Sabbath.'~ .· The :ineeting 
was· addressed .hy Rev. Doctors Vincent, 
Iliff,, Thra.ll and MeN eice. The Sunday 
movement is more 'tlian holding its own 
as a question of national influence. 

SpNDAY night; May 4, the Rev, .A. B. 
K~ndig, D. D., pastor of the Hanson Place 
Methodist Episcopal' Church; Brooklyn, 
New· York, spoke. on the" National Im
portanc~ of the Sabbath.'' One of his. 
statements iri regard to those who oppose 
Sunday laws was this: " We must say to 
tl).~nr:;· 'Ifyc:;m; 'put your 'finger ·upon the · 
Sabb'ath; you die !tom among your fel
lows.:". The· gospel'of the Sunday-law 
preachers ·is. altogether a: gospel of force. 

' - ' . -. ••· . i 

· IT. is stated that the late persecution of 
thE) Jews in, Vienna became .so dangerous 
to fill shdpkeepers 'that tlre city recently 
app~~;ed. covered with ·such sig:o.~ as '' I . 
am .a Christian ·Tradesman; " •"' Christian 
Brandy Shop;'' '' 0hri~;Jtian Cheesemon
ge:r:; ,:;- . :.·' Ohdstian . Old .. Clothes. · Shop." . 
.And that is just what we would see in this 
country sh'O:uld the hopes of the National~ 
Ref9rmers be·reali:l'!~d .. Every thing would 
be metaphorically labelied, "Christian." 
Ev~ry ,corrupt . politician and . political 
"bqsS;" in·the' country would 1)8 a ~·Chris- · 
ti~n;'~ )Ve might· reaf)Qtrably expect ·tlie 
"con•version" of Tammany en m~ss~,,and 
boodiJ.e'' ··and bdodlers would . rttle the 
<~Church" ju~t as they now ma~ipulate 

THE Society of Working Girls held a 
conventi6n in this city S\:lVeral days ago,'. 
and in the cm:ivention it was stated that 
in Philadelphia a girls' class in stained 
glass had been stopped by the Glass Work
ers' Union; upon which ~he Independent 
justly remarks:-

'' This is· an extraordinary statement. 
JV e. can hardly imagine how it could be 

. done except by terrorizing the teacher 
who may have been a member of the 
Gl~;ts.s Workers' Union. The Union which 
atte:i:npts to prevent children from learning 
trades, which fights against its own sons 
and daughters is cowardly and silly as 
:w;ell. .. The hope of the country rests in 
the <:~ducation of its youth into iritelligent 
bread~winning activities." 

, 
.ANOTHER important statement ma.de by 

Senator Ingalls in the :World interview is 
the following; it is strictly true and is 
worthy of carefl:tl consideration by those 
who now are making so much of what 
they choose to call " Christianity " in pol
itics:-. · 

The purification of politics is an iridescent dream. 
Government is force. Politics is a battle for su-
premaoy. Parties are the armies. The decalogue 
and the golden rule have no place in ·a political 
campaign. The object is success. To defeat the 
antagonist and expel the party in power is. the pur
Pol:\e: · . The Republicans and Democrats are as irrec
oncilably opposed to each other as were Grant and 
Lee in the Wilderness. They use ballots instead of 
guns, but the struggle is as unrelenting and desper
ate aud the result sought for the same. In war it 
,isla~ful to deq~iye. the .adversary, to hire Hessians, 
to purchase meroemiries, to nmtilate, w .lriir, .to <i~- · 
. stray; The. oommande~· who lost a· b~#eS'tll~ough 
the activity of his moral nature wolllt'i'be the deris
ion and jest of history. 

the. wards~--- •'~:· ,,g ' ~-
·~ •; ; :: : :' '· · . ;; ; SOME time ago the SENTINE:L expressed 

· T·HE''New York World lately.~elpured a its gratification that the Young Men's 
unique· ki;nP: of ~an inte:r:View ~ithl United . Christian .Association had kept itself clear 
Stat6{Sen:atol'lngalls, by which it ~ecured · of all the l'eligio-political movements that 
the <·Senator's. views· on a goodly n:itm· have arisen. We are now compelled to 
ber ot inte;~stip.g questions. TJ:J:e ·Sen- retract that statement, at least so far. as 
a tor'~· '~t~teine:ut,' ·on one point .to~clies a; · the Young Men's Christian Association of 
matte~ t~ which we have called atltention California is concerned. It seems that. 
in these colillnns considerably ~f late; the leader of the State Sunday-Law Asso
thaf•is;.·._the drift toward pateril&~ism in . ciation there, is a memb13r of. the Yovng 
Government. . He said:,_ · · ·. •• ' . .. . 1\feu's Christian Associatiol1, and in his 

_It 'b~gins to ,appear lis if individuals had h~ rights work he . assumes ·to wield the political 
or n~ private busilless which the Govermhent was power of that Association• iri faV:or of can
bound to. respect. The illjustioe of sooietjf and the· . didates for· the Legislature. who will·p· ledge 
ineqUBJH;.y. of conditions have giveri. ll,n enormous · - · · · · · 
impmse to tn~· l.~~a:-:of'.pa~ionali,sm, 'Wle_:~bntrol of . ~hemsslves in' fam:ir ;?f'a S~nd~y_1aw.· . ·. -
all e<J?{10~,i~ 3%,~n9~,'b_Y t~e dfre?t ~~rp?sitio~ ~f ~ .. i'> _;r_tBJ.ll )J~~ ; R,~~¥9l~cqn of, JJ'rssno. C1ty, 

. th~,ft<?~~t~Wit:····thm ~~ j.lf~A~g\e~.,r~tlOn<trom . cCahform~;t,: ~pr1l 22, 1890, w~ chp the . 

legislative candidates were nominated, then they 
would go to the dominant party and ask its candi
date to pledge himself to vote for a Sunday law. 
In case he would do so they would vote for him, 
but should he refuse, the energies of voting mem
bers of the Young Men's Christian Association 
would be united to encompass his defeat. The 
public at large would like to know if the speaker 
was authorized . to reflect the sentimimt of · the 
Fresno branch of the Association. 

THE· Philadelphia Sabbath .Association 
held its Fiftieth .Anniversary, Sunday and 
Monday, . .April 27 and 28. Rev. Dr. J . .A. 
Hoyt, pastor of the Chambers Presbyterian 
Church, delivered the speech of welcome, . 
in which he said:-
. "How strange that an institution born with the 
creation, adorned with moral law and brightened 
with the light of the resurrection, should need sup
port! Yet it is so, like that other sacred institution 
of the past, marriage. Man has tmmpled upon 
both, and it ill necessary to make an €'ffort to force 
men to realize the great gift of God. 

This is just what w.e have been telling 
the people for years. We have known all 
the time that the Sunday-law movement 
was only an ~:ffort to force men to recog
nize God· and the religious obligations of 
Sunday. Just how much force will be 
required to cause men fully and properly 
to realize the great gift of God, Mr. Hoyt 
did not attempt to tell. That doubtless is 
left for consideration when the law, and 
the power to use such force, shall have 
been obtained. Then how much force 
shall be used can readily be decided by 
the eeclesiastical managers. 

.ALMOST every speech that is made by 
those who ate prominent in the Sunday
law movement, more fully illustrates the 
truth that those professed ministers of the 
gospel. ha:ve forgotten what the gospel is. 

IN proportion as the ecclesiastics become 
co-legislators, heresies become civil crimes, 
and liable to civil punishments.-Dean 
Milman.. · 
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":MoRAL questions," says the National 
Reform Declaration of Principles, "can
not be determined by majorities; other
wise morals might be reversed at every 
election." This is true and it is just the 
reason whyeivil Government has no busi~ 
ness to meddle with morals. We marvel 
that all cannot see this. Government can 
and should require all men to practice 

' civility, but morality is beyond the juris~ 
diction of earthly governments and earthly 
courts. 

. THE Christian Statesman mentions the 
'' explicit Christjan tone " of the prayers 
in Congress, and then says:-

They are the official and formal acknowledg
ment' of the. Ohristi~n religion by the Legislature of 
the Nation. If the decision of the Supreme Court 
of Wisconsin, that the Bible is a sectarian book, is 
good American doctrine, then these prayers are 
also sectarian. 

Precisely. 'l'hat is just what they are; 
and to take the public money with which 
to pay for such prayers is to appropriate 
public funds to sectarian uses. Congress 
has no more right to spend the public 
money for this purpose than it has to 
build a . Christian meeting• house, ·or to 
pay for the preaching of Christian ser~ 
mons. 

-------~--------

SoME people of Toronto, Canada, sent 
an ·address to the Emperor of Germany 
exhorting · him to break loose from all 
connection with the Pope, and expressing 
the hope that he has been '' chosen of God 
to strike Romanism its fatal 'blow." They· 
tell him if he will do this and ''march ;:tt 
the head' or the advance thought of the 
hour," that he 'fshall be more than the 

NEW YORK, M.A. Y 22, 1890. 

Emperor of Germany." He shall, in short, 
'' be one of the leaqers of the embattled 
hosts of God on earth. "· 

We should like to know where these 
Toronto folks get their authority to ap
point leaders of the hosts of God on earth. 
But from the letter which the Emperor 
lately wrote to the Pope, we rather think 
that this exhortation of the people of 
Toronto will not be given that weight by 
the Emperor that they would like to have 
it ; even though it be at the risk of the 
splendid possibilities portrayed in the 
promise which they make to him. 

Righteousness and the State. 

THE Christian Union of April 24, set 
forth a short catechism on the subject of 
religion and the public schools, with the 
purpose of getting the reader committed 
to the sanction of religions instruction by 
the State. The catechism was somewhat 
involved however, and to make its point 
clearer, in the issue for May 1, it put the 
case in the following form:-

Ought the State to inculcate righteousness in its 
public schools? For ourselves, we have no hesita
tion in saying that it has no right to maintain any 
public·schools which do not inc11lcate righteousness. 

We suppose that the Christian Union 
means the right kind of righteousness. 
Let us see therefore what this is, and how 
it is obtained; then we will be better pre
pared to understand whether the State 
can make a success of inculcating right
eousness. Jesus Christ directed all people 
to '' seek :first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness." It is therefore, the right
eousness of God, that men are to seek. 
This only is the right kind of righteous
ness. Any righteousness which comes 
short of that, is not genuine righteous
ness,-in short it is not righteousness at 
all. The State, therefore, in order to in
culcate the rl.ght kind of righteousness, 
must inculcate the righteousness of God, 
and to do that there will have to be a 
State recognition of the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,. which, in other 
.words, would be the State recognition, 
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the State establishment, of Christianity. 
None but Christians could have any part 
in the Government;- none but Christians 
could have any part as instructors in the 
public schools; Christians only would be 
qualified to have any part in the affairs of 
State, and such Christians only as possess 
the righteousness of God, in order that 
they might instruct the ungodly by every 
possible example, in the way of righteous
ness. That, it is seen at once, would be 
to turn the State into a Church; the 
Church and the State would be identical. 
But that did not work well when it was 
tried before, and it would work no better 
now. This single point shows plainly 
enough that it is impossible for the State 
to undertake the inculcation of righteous
ness. So much for the kind of righteous
ness which men must have. 

Now a few words as to how only that 
righteousness can be obtained. How is it 
made known to men? We read " I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ : for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew :first, 
and also to the Greek. For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed." This 
righteousness therefore is revealed in the 
gospel of Christ, and in that only. For 
i;he State therefore, to undertake to make 
known righteousness to the children in · 
school, or to anybody anywhere else, it 
would necessarily have to take charge of 
the gospel of Christ, and expound that as 
such to the people. This it is seen again 
would at once turn the State into a Church, 
and Church and State would be identical. 

Having found what kind. of righteous
ness it is that men must have, and how 
that righteousness is made known, next, 
how is it acquired by individuals when 
made known to them ? How does it be
come their own ? Again we read : '' Now 
the righteousness of God without the law 
is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets, even the righteousness 
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them tha~t believe, 
for there is no difference." Al'ld let us 
read Romans 1:16,17, again: "I am not 
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ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is There is; indeed, another kind of right
the power of God unto salvation to every , ~ eousness that the Scriptures t~n about, 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and that .is, self-righteousness, but it is hardJy 
also to the Greek. · For therein. . is the to be supposed that the Christian Union, 
righteousness o{ God. revealed; from faith mean:sthat the State ought to inculcate 
to faith: as it is written., the just [the . self-righteousness upon. the minds of the 
righteoy,s] shq,Zllive by faith. . children. The only two kinds of·right~ 
· Once more we read, "As by the di.sobe- eousness that exist are God'.s righteou.s
dience of one.wany were made sinners, so ness and self-righteousness. The State 
by the obedience of one shall many be . cannot inculcate. God's righteousness; it 
maf].e tighteotis~" Rom. 5:19. It is by tl:).e ought not to inculcate self-righteousness; 
obedience of Christ that. men. are made therefore. the State can never have any 
righteous, and not by their own obedi- thing to do with the inculcation of right-
ence; it is by his righteousnEiss that men. eousness. ,A. T. J. · 

are made righteous; for he it is '' whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past." Romans 3:25. Therefore 
"To him that worketh not but believeth 
on him that justifieth th'e ungodly his 
faith is counted for righteousness; even 
as David describeth the blessedness of 
the man to whom God imputeth right
eousness without works." Rom. 4:5, 6. 

Thus it is manifest that it is only by 
faith in Christ that righteousness can be 
obtained. Therefore for the State to in
culcate righteousness, it would necessarily 
have to inculcate faith in. Jesus Christ. 
This again would be but to turn the State 
into a Church. But if the State is to do 
this, what shall the Church do? If the 
State becomes the Church, then. where 
shall the Church itself appear? 

More than this, when· the gospel is 
preached to men and they receive it, there 
is another step to be taken. Chrjst said 
" Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 
And, again, "Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature; he 
that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned." Thus, in order to be righteous, 
it is essential that a person shall have 
faith in Christ. In order to manifest ac
ceptable faith in him, it is essential that 
that person should be baptized, and thus 
further it is seen that, in. order to incul
cate righteousness, the State must become 
the Church, but such a thing ll.S that is 
impossible; the State cannot become the 
Church, and as certain as it is. that the 
State cannot become the Church., so cer
tain it is that the State can never incul
cate righteousness. 

The very few scriptures which we have 
·l~ere .cited are sufficient to show the wild 
absurdity of the statement of the Chris
tian Union. We. might fill columns of this 
paper with scriptures to the same effect, 
but these are sufficient to show how ut
terly impossible it is for the State to in
cu1cate righteousness, and it is most singu
lar indeed·how the Christian Union could 
ever seriously make·· such a suggestion. 

. The State kiows no such thing, as right
eousness; it never can know it;. and never 
.knowing i}, · it is· certain that it never can. 
teac'h. it, · ' . 

"Appropriate" Sunday Reading. 

THE President of the .American Sabbath 
Union, Mr. Elliott F. Shepard, is.down on 
Sunday newspapers. More, .to read a 
Sunday newspaper is desperately wicked, 
yet in the issue of his own paper, the Mail 
and Express, for ~prill2, he says:..:...... 

The advertising world will. please take notice 
that Saturday's Mail and Express has the largest 
circulation of the week. . Those who d~ not like to 
buy a newspaper on Sunday,. buy our Saturday is
sue, knowing that in it will be found some reading 
appropriate for Sunday. 

Indeed! Then it seems that it is not the 
fact that the paper is read on Sunday that 
constitutes the evil, but that it is bought on 
Sunday; because to buy the Mail and Ex
press on Saturday, and read it on Sunday 
is commendable! Well, for that matter, 
there are very few of the Sunday papers 
that are actually bought on Sunday. 
Doubtless nine out of every ten of them 
are paid for by the week, or by the 
month, and are never :paid for on Sunday; 
and it is certain that they are not printed 

·on Sunday. 
And even the plea that the Sunday pa

per keeps people away from church is 
annihilated by Mr. Shepard's statement; 
because the reading of a Saturday paper 
can. keep people away from church just as 
well as the reading of a Sunday paper. 
It is true that the Mail and Express is 
not as large as the Sunday papers, yet the 
Saturday issue in which this statement is 
found, has eight large pages with much 
closely printed matter upon them and in. 
small type, which makes about as much 
reading as a person· could well get through 
with Sunday forenoon between breakfast 
and dinner time. 

Then, as to the quality of the Sunday 
reading. It is claimed that when people 
do rea.d the Sunday paper and go· to 
church, their minds are so illy prepared 
for the worship that it is almost imposssi
ble for the preacher, with all his efforts, 
and all the services put together, to over
come the evil influence. Now is the Sat
urday's Mail and Express of so altogether 
pious a character as .to be a help to Sun
day worship when read on Sunday? Let 
us see. 

On the first page, besides. the general 
foreign and domestic political· news, we 

find a report of .the principal English 
horse race; a report of a·suit for divorce;' 
a report of a malicious prosecution; and 
two liquor ad vertisenients. . . .. · 
· On. the second page a letter fr~m Rome 

occupies n~arly a column; a half column. 
of i:n:atter :i,s given. to the Grant Monu
ment; then comes real estate gossip, " So
cial Chitchat,}; quotations "Of bonds, rail-
road and bank stocks, etc. · 

The. third :page has four columns of 
reading :matter, threecolumns of which are 
devoted. to horse races, base ball a:O:d such 
like;-- and' the 11est of these four columns is 
filled up with a story under the head of 
"A Crime at Sea." The rest of that page 
is advertisements. 

Then comes the editorial page, begin
ning with this scripture:-

Forbearing one another and forgiving one an
other, if an;v man have a quarrel ag~nst any; even 
as Christforgave yoU:, SQ also do ye. 

Therr come. the editorials, headed '' Fool
ish Surrender to Chicago;" "A Hoodlum 
Bill ; " '' Let Them Join a Democratic 
Club;" "The Dummy Rapid Transit Com
mission ; " " Another Impbrtant Saxton. 
Bill; " "To Advertisers;" " Great Cry, 
Little Wool;" "The Jersey City Investi
gation; " '' The Kara FloggiLg Case; " 
and " The Republic of Brazil." In the 
editorial to advertisers is the recommen
dation that the people read the Mail and 
Express on. Sunday. Then comes a letter 
from Senator Blair on the absurdity of 
the outcry about Religious Liberty, and 
kindred stuff. Then miscellaneous mat
ter, poetry, and line items, closing up the 
page with seven advertisements, one of 
which is of whiskey, and another is of 
that brand of champagne which seems to 
be the favorite of the Mail and Express. 

The fifth page is devoted to miscellane
ous matter about "Life in New York," 
" Spring Fashions/' " Reminiscences," 
"Ghosts," etc,, with nearly two columns of 
advertisements, amongst which is one of 
liquor. 

The six'th page has a column. and a half 
interview with Patti upon " How to Train. 
the Voice;" a two column interview with 
Dr. Depew on "The New South;" and 
something over two columns of miscellane
ous matter about a certain humorist, tor
nadoes, hotels, etc. The rest of the page, 
a little over iwo columns, is devoted to 
ad vertisemen.ts, amongst w ];J.ich is another 
one of a certain brand of "good whiskey." 

The . seventh page reading matter is de
voted to " The Religious World." Three 
columns are filled with a sermon; ".A 
Typical · Papist Prayer;" "News and 
Opinion;" then nearly two columns of 
church notices. The rest of the page, 
three and a half columns; is filled with 
advertisements, without any of liquor. 

. The eighth and last· pag~ has the first 
·column :filled with an account of a strike, · 
Moody's Work, Base Ball Games, a Grand 
BaJl, a Fair, anQ. othO'!.' items. The second 
colun'ui is filled with gof:!Sip about the the-
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'a'.tres and opera; The• third column is de
voted..· to : temperance, a boxing match:, 
a:6.d ;a' pugilistic challenge, The fourth 
colu:dm is devoted 'to the Social World, 

·Dinn{;)rs, Weddings, etc. The fifth col
umn: has an interview with a humorist, 
followed by three· minor items of local 
matters. ·Then comes about a column and 
a half of general advertisements; and 
nearly a whole column of a.dvertisements 
of theatres ap.d shows. 

And that is the kind of a paper that is 
to 'take the place of the Sunday paper! 
'That is the kind· of a paper that is appro
priate for Sunday re'ading. · • But anybody 
wno;has ever read any of the great Sunday
dailies, knows •that in point of real worth, 
th\:ly are· adar ahead of the Mail and Ex-. 
pres's as needs to be imagined. It is true 
tha:ii"'Mr; Shepard only says that in his paper 
. tll.~ril wm be found some reading appropri
ate: for Suhday; · but that 1s just as true of 
a,ny Sundruy paper that was ever issued. 
And it is certain that in the average Sun
d~y paper there is :more reading that is 
appfopriate for Sunday, .and · is easier 
:f6tind, than there is in Mr. Shepard's 
paper. But whether there is or not, or 
~~vhatever the reading is, our readers can 
now'. form.' an estimate of what kind of a 
·p~p~~ it· is that, according to the view of 
the President of the American Sabbath 
Union, carl.· appropriately be read on Sun
day_. And•.by this they cafi form their 
own estimate of the cry that is made by 
the Amerrcan Sabbath Union against the 
Sunday newspaper. A. T. J 

How F~r They Propos~ .to Carry It. 
• ' I ' ' 

IN an article on this subject · in last 
week's SENTIN;EL, it was shown by quota
tior\,s from an article in the Christian 
·statesman, by Rev; N. R. Johnston, that 
under the proposed National Reform Gov
ernment' "thewhole'moral law as summed 
up 'in the ten commandments, and the 
whole moral Mosaic penal code, would be 
the rule of . action in Congress; in State 
Legislatures, and in the courts of justice." 
It was also shown by the same authority, 
th:at these so-called reformers expect by 
this means to "keep out of office all un
godly and wicked men;'P that is all who 
1:nake no •profession of Christianity,. and 
• that they propose that idol worship, pro
fanity, ·blasphemy, Sabbath: breaking, dis
ob-edience· to parents, ·intemperance, po
lygamy, adultery, prostitution, ·gambling, 
etc., shall "be punished as the divine law' 
requires. '1· It 'is the purp~Dse of the pres
ent article to examine this matter a litt.le · 
a;nd see what, ·according' to their own 
showing, •would"be the nature of the pun
ishments which National Reformers would 
in the event of securing the mu,ch-coveted 
power, infl.ict upon those • whom they 
should adjudge guilty of violation of the 
divine law. 
·Blasphemy is one of the· sins which Mr. 

J ohn.ston says wtmld, under the National 

Reform regime, be punished "as the di
vine law requires." 'But first what is blas• 
phemy? Blasphemy is 'defined by Web
ster as:-

An indignity offered to God by words or writing; 
reproachful, contemptuous, or irreverent words ut
tered impiously against God, 

Profanity, Webster defines thus:-
The quality or character of being profane; pro

faneness; irreverence; especially the use of profane 
language; blasphemy .. 

It appears, therefore, that in the com
mon acceptation of the word, blasphemy 
is synonymous with :profanity; yet Mr. 
Johnston enumerates profanity as though 
it were another and different sin. It fol
fows that he must have purposed by the 
use of the word blasphemy, which in his 
list of sins to be punished by the State oc
curs after the word profanity,· to convey 
an additional meaning not contained in 
the word profanity. Let us then inquire 
what that meaning is. ·After giving his 
own definition of blasphemy, Webster 
quotes the following from Bouvier:-

Blasphemy is to attribute• to God that which is 
contrary to his nature, and does not belong to him, 
and to deny what does. ' 

In this sense every man who has a dif
ferent conception of Godfrom that which 
his neighbor has, blasphemes, in the es
timation .of that neighbor, if he gives ex
pression to that conception. Thus, in the 
.eyes of the Trinitarian, the Unitarian 
.blasphemes whe.n he denies the divinity of 
Christ and the personality of the Holy 
Spirit. Likewise, . the literalist blas
phemes, according to the generally ac
cepted idea of God; when he teaches that· 
God is .a literal being having body, parts, 
and :passions. The at}leist also blas.
phemes when he denies the existence of 
J~,n intelligence. commonly known as God, 
no matter how chaste the words in which 
that denial may be expressed. Thus, in 
the sense containt:ld in .Bouvier's defini
tion, blasphemy is the assertion of some 
conception of the Deity which conflicts 
.with the generally accepted conception of 
the divine Being, or the denial of the pre
vailing, or legal, con.ception of that Being. 
,This must be what Mr. Johnston means 
by the use of the word since it is all that 
is contained in it more than· is contained 
in the word profanity, -which he had pre
viously used in. the same enumeration of 
sins. 

Let us then inquire how, under the. pro
posed N ational.Reform system of govern
ment, this crime of differing froni · the 
majority or from the powers that be as to 
the being and attributes of Deity would 
be punish.ed. Mr. Johnston says, "As 
required by the divine law." Turning 
then to .that law we read (Lev. 24: 16). :-

which National Reform :woUld inflict for 
blasphemy, an offense which consists only 
in thoughts and words either written or 
spoken. And yet Mr .. Johnston and his 
friends have been very much grieved in , 
the past, because they have been accused 
of desiring a union of Church and State, 
and because it has been asserted that in 
the event of their move~ent being suc
cessful persecution for conscience' sake 
must result. 

Profanity, by which we presume is 
meant profane "swearing, or cursing, is 
also punishable by death by stoning, as 
will appear by reference to Leviticus 24: 
1Q, 14. Death was also the penalty for 
Sabbath brea~ing (Num. 15: 32-36), for 
adultery (Lev. 20: 10), for disobedience 
to parents (Dent. 21: 19-21), and .for idol
atry (Deut. 11: 6-10). According to Mr . 
Johnston all these would, therefore, under 
the proposed National Reform Govern
ment, be punished by stoning to death. 

But some of the sins which Mr. John
ston says would "be punished as the di
vine law requires," were permitted under 
the theocracy, and no punishment is spec
ified for them in the Old Testament. Po
lygamy, for instance, was quite common 
in Old Testament times, and it is only in 
the light of the New Testament that it 
clearly appears as sin. It follows that if 
our Reform friends punish polygamy '' as 
the divine law requires" they must punish 
it according to that which shows it to be 
sin. Let us see how this would be. 

According to the New Testament polyg
amy is adultery, and by referring to Mat
thew, 5: 27-30, and comparing it with 
Mark 9: 43-48 it will be seen that accord
ing to the teaching of Christ adultery is 
punishable by casting· into hell fire. The 
original word used here is gehenna. This 
is supposed by many to refer to a place of 
eternal torment, but primarily it referred, 
as stated by Greenfield, to "the valley of 
Hinnom, South of Jerusalem, once cele
brated for the horrid worship of Moloch, 
and afterwards polluted with every species 
of filth, as well as the carcasses of animals 
and dead bodies of malefactors; to con:. 
sume which, in order to avert the pesti
lence which such a mass of corruption 
would occasion, constant fires ' were kept 
burning." This makes it clear that that 
form, at least, .of adultery which is clearly 
shown only by the New Testa;rnent to be 
adultery, must be punished by h1,1rning, if 
it is to be punished "as the divine law re
quires." And since the fires in the Valley 
of Hinnom are long since extinct, and 
men have .not access to the lake of fire 
supposed to be typified by those· fires, it 
follows that they who would attempt to 
punish sins as the divine law of the N~w 
Testament requires, must kindle--their own 
fires just as they were kindled in the six
teenth century at Smithfield to punish 

.And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, 
he shall surely be put to death, and all the 'co:ri
gregation shall certajnly stone him: as well the 
stranger, as he that is' bon;t in .the land, when he 
blasphemeth the name of. the Lord, shall be put to 
death. 

Death by stoning is then the penalty 

_violations of the divine law as expounded 
by the Papal Church and administered by 
Bloody Mary. 
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It is no wonder that Mr. Johnston 
thinks that this " would tend powerfully 
to the suppression of existing evil." Pow
erful remedies are expected to exert a 
powerful influence; but in this case it is 
more than doubtful if the influence would 
be that which the National Reformers im
agine that it would be. Nothing but the 
grace of God will keep men from sin no 
matter what the consequences may be, 
and that grace is not imparted by legisla
tive enactment, nor by fear of the stake. 
It is the goodness of Gon that leads men 
to repentance, and nowhere has he com
missioned either his ministers or the State 
to drive men to repentance by burning pr 
stoning, or even by fines andimprisonment. 
The great trouble with these men is that 
they fail to distinguish between moral 
government and civil government, be
tween the government of God and human 
governments, between a divinely estab
lished and divinely administered theoc
racy; and a man-made and humanly ad- , 
ministered counterfeit theocracy. In a 
true theocracy God himself is the ruler; 
in a man-made theocracy men rule in the 
name of God, but not by his authority, 
just as popes and kings ruled in the Dark 
Ages till '' drunken with the blood of 
saints and with the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus." 

National Reformers have denied that 
persecution would result from the success 
of their movement, but in the light of 
such statements as< those published from 
time to time in the Christian Statesman, 
and of which Mr. Johnston's utterances 
are only a fair sample, such denials 
amount to nothing, and the fact remains 
that the logic of their scheme stops noth
ing short of the fagot and the stake. Of 
course they would not call it persecution; · 
the Catholics never persecuted; they only 
adjudged people to be guilty of violation 
of the civil law and then turned them 
over to the civil authorities to be pun
ished for the good of the State, and as a 
warning to evil doers. And this is just 
what the National Reformers propose. 
They would not persecute; no, not they; 
they wbuld only have the civil authorities 
put people to death for not agreeing with 

' the majority in matters of religion. 
Nor is this, bad as it is, the worst feature 

of this proposed Reform government. The 
divine law, they say, is to be made the 
rule of . action in the courts of justice. 
That is, the meatning and the scope of the 
divine law are to be determined by civil 
tribunals; and not only so but they must 
decide what constitutes violations of the 
divine law. And as that law takes cogni
zance not only ·of outward acts bvt of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart (He b. 4: 
12; Matt. o: 21:....28); it follows, therefore, 
that under the proposed N ati:onal Reform 
reg1,me men ·are'-to be -constituted judges, 
· no1H~frrly ·Of -hi!lill1lt11 aetibns and words, but. 
of human thoughts as well, with power. to 
punish, even to the death, thoughts which 

they may judge to be contrary to the di
vine law. It was this same principle fol
lowed to its logical conclusion that gave 
rise to the Inquisition; 'and it must result 
in bitter persecution wherever followed, 
for human nature has not changed. It 
matters not that men are honest, that 
they really think that they are doing God 
service. The Sa vi our said to his followers, 
" The time cometh that whosoever killeth 
you will think that he doeth God service." 
That was literally true in the Dark Ages 
and it may be even so again. · No man can 
be assured that he will not become a per
secutor unless he steadily refuses.all power 
over the consciences of his fellow-men, 
and sternly represses within his own heart 
the first risin,gs of desires to coerce others 
in matters of duty towar:d God. The Na
tional Reformers are demanding authority 
which belongs alone to God. Should they 
ever attain it, they would exercise it just 
as such power ha~ always been exercised by 
those who usurped it. The spirit of com
pulsion is always and everywhere opposed 
to the Spirit of Christ, and so far as the 
National Reformers cherish it they are 
anti-Christian. c. P. :B. 

The Flaw. 

THE object of the National Reform As
sociation is stated to be "the mainte
nance of the existing Christian features of 
our national life. The Association is op
posed to union of Church and State, on tne. 
one hand, and the secularized or ath()istic 
State, on the other hand." 

The flaw in this very subtle statement, 
is in the last sentence. The supposition 
that the individuals who compose a semi
lar State or Government, are necessarily 
atheists, is absurd. Neither is a secular 
State an atheistic State ; nor a secular 
condition necessarily an atheistic condi
tion. Every man, so long as he exists in 
this world and accepts its social and polit
ical responsibilities, must be a part of 
secular Government and a secular State.· 
He may profess Christianity or atheism, 
still his secular, worldly duties to his fel
low-man remain· unaltered. Nations and 
States are secular ana transitory; they 
are not of the spiritual world or eternal. 
Neither the District of Columbia, nor the 
State of Pe:imsylvania, nor the United 
States of America will rise in the resur
rection. Neither the passage of Sunday 
laws, nor the insertion of the name of 
God in the Constitution can give eternal 
life to a legal fiction, or assure to it any 
such possibility. 

Christianity or . atheism ca11· only be 
attributed to individuals, governmental 
units, and not ·to the composite body po
litic. Were that not the case, all would 
be lost, for, so long as there is an unre
pented sin, the sinner is lost. Therefore, 

. if· Christianity .or :atheism can be attrib
uted to the State, so long as there is one 
unrepentant sinner, the State is lost. Are 

the National Reformers willing to accept 
the inevita;ble logic of their position ? 

Let us. analyze that sentence: " The As
sociation is opposed to union of Church 
and State, on one hand, and the secular
ized and atheistic State, on the other 
hand." The construction shows the op
position to be expressed against two things 
-"union of Church and State," and a 
"secularized or atheistic State." The ex
pressions, " on the one hand;" and " on 
the other hand," corroborate the evidence 
of the grammatical construction, and show 
that the intent of the sentence is in accoril 
with its grammar. Therefore, in the mini! 

·of the writer, " secularized " and "athe. 
istic" are virtually synonymous. 

A State is necessarily secularized from 
its inception, inaugurated for, and dedi
cated to, worldly matters and purposes, not 
spiritualized and set apart for unworldly . 
uses; and so the term " secularized," as 
applied to the State, is a proper one. The 
State can never be anything else. But the 
citizens who compose, create, and give 
force to the secular government, may be, 
and many are, God- fearing men and 
women. 

An "atheistic State," however, would 
be a very different thing. Strictly, it 
would be a State officially and higally de
nying the existence of God. 

Therefore the language of the sentence 
is at variance with the construction and 
its modifying phrases, and the opposition 
expressed, is against three things, instead 
of two,-" union of Church and State" a 
·"secularized State," and an "atheistic 
State." With the opposition to the :first, 
all well-informed Christians will agree. 
With the opposition to the second, none 
but anarchists will sympathize, for the 
abolition of secular government would do 
away with all government. The third, all 
intelligent men should recognize as in 
rhetoric a mere figment, and in fact a 
nonentity. W. H. M. 

On Account of Religion. 

America says that in 1885 Foster North, 
of Kewanee, Illinois, was expelled from 
the State University of Illinois, for refus· 
ing to attend religious exercises in the 
chapel, a;nd that now, on the strength of 
the Wisconsin decision, he has entered 

·suit to have himself re-instated as a stu-
dent. We wonder that he did not enter 
such suit long ago; it certainly was proper 
for him to do so the very day he was 
expelled. The Constitution of Illinois de
clares that," The free exercise and enjoy
ment of religious profession and worship, 
without· discrimination, shall forever be 
guaranteed; and no person shall be denied 
any civil or political right, privilege or ca
pacity, on ac<!oun t of his religious opinions;" 
and that-, "No person shall be required to 
attend or support any ministtpr, or place 
of worsh;ip against his consent, nor shall 
any preference be given by law, to any 
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religious denomination,· or mode of wor
ship." ·And when the authorities of the 
University expelled that student for that 
cause, they certainly put themselves above 
the Constitution. For, the officers of the 
State University are State· authorities; 
their action would be the action of the 

. State; and for them to compel attendance 
on religious exercises is certainly to re
quire attendance at a place of worship; 
and to expel a student for not attending, 
was certainly to deny him a civil privilege 
oh account of his religious opinions. All 
the people of Illinois are interested in this 
case, .find we lJ.ope that they will see it 
through. We ·hope further to see the 
tig}it,S of, that student vindicated by the 
·Supreme ,Court of that State. 

What Is" Sectarian"? 

THE proper answer to the · question 
whe.ther the Bible is "a sectarian book," 
depends wholly u:pon what is meant by 
the question, and upon the relations in 
.which it is asked. 
. The common English version of the 
Bibl~, being equally accepted and used 
amorig all Protestants, is ndt, as . between 
J4f3m, in an,y sense sectarian. This same 
versibn, 'however, is such as between 
Protestants and Catholics, since it is not 
accept.ed and used by both. So, also, the 
Doua,y version of the Bible, though, not 
sectarian as between: Catholics, is such as 
between Protestants and Catholics, since 
it is not accepted and used by both. To 
introduce into the public school either of · 
these versions, and make the reading 'of 
either a part of school exercise, whether 
for the purpose of worship or that of re
ligious instruction, is plainly to place in 
the public school a sectarian book as be
tween Protestants and Catholics. 

Protestants would not be satisfied if the 
Douay v:eFsion were thus established in 
the public school under the authority and 
regu;lation of law, and would justly claim 
that this is using the public school as the 
instrument of Catholic propagandism. 
The; objection is just as legitimate when 

·urged by the Catholic against a like use 
of tb:e cominon English version· in the 
public school. The 'matter of fact is that 
the ·common English version and the 
Dout:ty version of the Bible, are so dissim
ilar .that, as between Catholics and Prot
estants, they are both sectarian books. 
The Catholics accept one, an:dthe Protest
ants the dther, and neither accept both. 

The just conclusion, in view of these 
facts, is, that in a public~school system 
supported by general tttxation and regu
lated by State authority, the introduction of 
the Bible in either of these versions or in 
any versiop., had better be omitted alto-

, getlier, and the instruction and exercises 
confined exclusively to theseoularsphere of 
kno)vledge~ This which is far,from being 
'a ne;w opinJqn with us, as it seem!'! to us, is 
·abundantly sufficient for the public schoo!, 

especially in a community taxed in com
mon for its support, with diverse religious 
beliefs and preferences. We see no other 
ground that is absolutely equitable and 
just toward all classes, and free from all 
partiality toward any class. 

We dissent alike from those Protestants 
arid those Catholics, who would use the 
public school for religious propagandism 
in any form. The simple truth is that the 
State as such, has properly nothing to do 
with such propagandism, and should omit 
it altogether, leaving the work to other 
and .more fitting agencies.-Independent. 

What Right Indeed? 

WHAT right have our State and city 
governments for their exempting church 
properties from the regular law of taxa
tion ? Not only is such exemptiQn against 
the spirit of our Constitution, but also 
against the letter of the New Testament. 
"My kingdom is not of this world," said 
Christ, "Render therefore unto Cresar the 
things which are C::Bsar's; and unto God, 
the things that are God's;" Were the 
churches to render unto Cresar what 
belongs to Cresar, were they to pay to 
the Government the taxes that belong to 
the Government, that injustice would be 
wiped out of our statute books which ex
empts from taxation a vast amount of the 
very finest property in our land, that 
aggregates a value of.hundreds upon hun
dreds of millions of dollars, and that is, 
almost without an exception, owned by 
rich· corporations, while the poor washer
woman has her hovel sold over her head 
by the sheriff, if she cannot pay the paltry 
sum levied on it for taxes. "In the city 
of New York, Trinity Episcopal Church 
owns a block of land one-fourth of a mile 
wide by three-fourths of .a mile long, val
ued at $25,000,000. Taxed equally with 
other property it would contribute $750,-
000 per annum tq support the State-but 
being exempt, this amount goes to the 
church coffers; and the people of New 
York who are taxed the extra amount in 

·order to make good .this deficiency, posi
tively pay $2,000 a year for the religious 
instruction of each attendant at Trinity 
Church." And the injustice appears still 
more flagrant when we consider that.most 
of this property is not used at all for relig
ioua purposes, but is rented out for offices, 
stores, warehouses, and, if report be true, 
for some very illegitimate business. And 
this is only one church corporation within 
one denomination. Now consider the 
value of the church property owned by all 
the Episcopalians, by the Catholics, Meth
odists,. Baptists, and all the other denomi
nations, and you may have some concep
tion of the ainount of church tax exemp
tion in a country where Church and State 
are totally separated. 

If this is a Government in which Church 
and State are totally separated, what right 
:ka.·~ ~~ tv employ chaplains to offer up 

sectarian prayers in behalf of people to 
whom such supplications are objection
able, prayers that are, as a rule, never 
listened to, never heeded, except they 
partake of the nature of a stump-speech, 
or when the chaplains introduce some 
spicy sensationalism, or when they pro
ceed to give to God, or to his Son, some 
practical suggestions as to what course 
He should pursue in connection with the 
commonwealth ? This farce that is going 
on every day, is not only against the spirit 
of the organic law of this country, but 
also a positive blasphemy, and to keep it 
agoing our National, and our State Gov
ernments expend more than $50,000 annu
ally of the people's money. 

If this is a Government in which 
Church and State are totally separated, 
what right has the President to assume 
the role of high priest of the Nation, and 
issue a proclamation, asking the people to 
assemble in their resppctive places of wor
ship for a Thanksgiving-service unto 
God? Fancy Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
the agnostic, Prof. Felix Adler, the ethical 
culturist, Senator John J. Ingalls the un
believer, (if report be true) elected-Presi
dent of the United States, fancy one of 
these assuming the role of high prielilt, 
bidding the people to do that which he 
has fought and ridiculed for years, and 
you may realize the absurdity of a 
thanksgiving or a fast-day proclamation 
by the chief Executive in a Nation, in 
which every native-born citizen, no mat
ter what his belief, is eligible to the Presi
dential office, and in a Nation that is 
amply provided with religious organiza
tions, and each amply supplied with pro
visions for thanksgiving and fast-day 
service. 

What right has a State government, if 
this is a country in which Church and 
State are totally separated, to consecrate 
Good Friday as a legal holiday? or to in
terfere with its citizens spending their 
weekly day of rest and re<Jreation in the 
manner most· agreeable to the:rll,Selves, as 
long as they remain within the limits of 
the law? What right has it to make un
just discriminations between its citizens, 
legislating only in favor of orthodox 
church people, and cruelly disregarding 
the rights of those who are just as loyal 
as the church people, even though they 
do not share their peculiar, gloomy Puri~ 
tanic Sabbath doctrines ?-Our Pulpit. 

THE only freedom which deserves the 
name, is of pursuing our own good in· our 
own way, so long as we do not attempt to 
deprive others of theirs, or impede their 
efforts to attain it. Each is the proper 
guardian of his own health, whether 
physic~!, mental, or spiritual. Mankind 
are greater gainers by su,ffering each 
other to live as seems goodto themselves 
than by compelling ~ach to live as seems 
good to the rest.-::,John Stuart Mill. 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION. 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in the religion taught by Jeans Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

cnrse to society. 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit· 

ting to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religions questions. 
We believe it is the right and should be the privilege, of 

every manto worship according to the dictates of his own con
science. 

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religions legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in
estimable blessin~rs of both relil(ions and civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 

43 BoND STREli:T, NEW YoRJt CrTY; 
225 A ST., N. E. W .ASHINGTON; 28 CoLLEGE PLA.C& -CarcA.Go. 

C. ELDRIDGE, • 

W. H. McKEE, 
President. 

· Secretary. 

Good Work in California. 

IN the Chronicle,- Union of Bridgeport, 
California, April 26, we find an excellent 
report of a large and enthusiastic meeting, 
held by the citizens of that .place "for the 
purpose of entering their protest against 
Congress interfering in the religious con
cerns of the American people." The 
meeting was addressed by the Chairman, 
Mr. W. 0. Parker; District Attorney, C. L. 
Hayes; and Mr. J. H. Cook, Vice-President 
of the National Religious Liberty Associ
ation. With reference to the Blair Relig
ious Amendment Mr. Hayes very aptly re
marked: " 'The Constitution as it is' is 
my motto. It was amended twenty-five 
years ago to free the slave; and I am 
not in favor of now tacking on another 
amendment to enslave the people." 

Judge Eddy suggested that all present· 
who had not signed the remonstrance to 
Congress, be invited to do so before leav-
ing the house. · 

A series of strong resolutions was 
adopted denouncing the Blair Amendment 
and the Sunday bills before Congress, 
from which we copy the following two:,-

Resolved, That · we most earnestly request the 
Senators and RepresentativeS of this State in Con
g1·ess to oppose .the adoption of the joint resol11:tion 
and measures referred to. '.!;hat a copy of these 
resolutions be forwarded to said Representatives for ' 
presentation to the Senate and House, and that the 
county newspapers be, and they ai:e hQreby respect
fully requested to publish the same with the pro
ceedings of this meeting. 

Resolved, That the earnest and effective work 
being performed by the National Religious Liberty 
.Association in opposition to such legislation and to 
said proposed amendment to the Constitution meets 
with our unqualified approval, and that J. H. Cook, 
Vice~President, and .Assistant Ira Wheeler, present 
at this meeting, deserve the thanks of the people· 
for their untiring zeal manifested in advancing the 
cause of the Association. 

The report closes as follpws ::...;...:.. . 
The meeting then adjourned, when all present, 

except one or two, signed the remonstrance, if they 
had not previously. The meeting was '!t very or
derly one and fully reflected the .. sentiments of our 
people on these most unpopular measures. 

We are glad it is so; and let the good 
work,go on. . . 

Another Sunday Bill •. 

THE Sunday-closing bill for the District 
of Columbia, which passed the Senate, 
April 5, was first presented under the title, 
'' A bill for the establishment of certain 
laws or ordinances for the District of Co
lumbia,'' and contained twenty-four sec
tions. Of these, all but the first five 
were stricken out when the bill came to 
be put upon its passage. The tenth sec
tion reads as follows :-

SEc. 10. That it shall not be lawful for.any per· 
son or persons to curse or make use of any profane 
lauguage, or any indecent or obscene words, or 
engage in any disorderly conduct in any street, 
avenue, public space, square, road. or highway, or 
inclosure, or at any :railroad depot or steamboat 
landing, within the District of Columbia, or in any 
place wherefrom the same may be heard in any 
such street, avenue, alley, public square, road, 
highway, or inclosure, or in any such depot, rail· 
:road cars, • or on -board any steamboat, under a 
penalty of not exceeding twenty dollars for each 
and every such offense. 

Thus, under a general title which told 
nothing, was included a Sunday-closing 
law, and a law against blasphemy. The 
clause providing a penalty for the use of 
profane language, was stricken out,. in 
the indiscriminate slaughter of nineteen 

·sections of the bill. Senator Blair desired 
to amend the bill so as to cover all days 
of the week, but at the earnest and per
sistent request of the friends of the meas
ure, desisted front offering the amendment, 
and yielded to the compromise with the 
liquor traffic, because as he said,-" It is 
well to provide for the observance of the 
Sabbath." In that sentence, 'he character
ized the measure-and the whole Sunday-
closing movement. · 

A Scrap of History. 

IN the Convention of the Sunday Union, 
held in Washington last winter, Mr. Crafts 
said that in the event of the 'passage of 
th:e Breckinridge Sunday Bill for the Dis
trict of Columbia, a "law-and-order 
leagne" would undoubtedly be established 
to aid in its· enforcement. Dyer and Obion 
Counties, ·in Tennessee, where Sunday 
prosecutions are how going on, had fore
stalled the Sunday Union, in this particu

·lar, as will be seen, by the fqllowing 
extract from the cross-examination of a 
witness for the prosecution, in the case of 
The State of Tennessee v. R. M. King, 
lately tried before Judge Swiggart :~ 

QUestion.-You a~y this plown;g oLhis, o~ that 
day, created a determination with sonie, that it 
W<:~uld be pt·osecuted ? 

Answer-Yes, sir,-ought to be. 
Question-:. Who formed that determination? 
An-swer-Well, sir, there were several parties; 

previous-
Question-:-N arne. them. 
Answer-! want to tell you how I got t4~ names, 

if you will let me. · 
Question-Just give the names. 
Answer-Mr. Dobbins, Mr. Will Wright, and 

perhaps Mr. :rrank Pardue (I am not cerlain), and 
Mr. W. R. Kmg, and some others that I don't know 

.. thati coul,d name jl!St now. 
. Question-Of what church are you a membe:~; ~ 

Answer-Methodist Church. 
Question-Have you named all the parties that 

you remember? 
Answer-Yes, sir, that is a.ll,-all I could name 

just now. 
Question-At or before this time, had there been 

a combination, or a written agreement entered into, 
between you and the parties that you have named, 
that you would prosecute all violations of Sunday 
laws? 

Answer-Yes, sir, there had. 
Question-Have you ever had anybody else in

dicted or arrested, or charged, except Seventh-day 
Adventists ? 

Objected to. 
Colonel Richardson-! am asking this, with a 

view to show the animus of these witnesses, and 
their feelings against this particular man. I expect 
to show why Mr. Cole (as he said they had) entered 
i~to a compact to prosecute . all the parties who 
vwlated the Sunday laws. I expe"Jt to prove by 
Mr. Cole, that divers parties (and, if not by him; by 
others) who are not Seventh-day Adventists, cut 
wheat and did all sorts of work on the Sabbath, 
desecrating it generally, and that nobody has been 
prosecuted or interfered with, except this remnant 
of Israel. (Hisses.) 

Court-Ask him if he has any feeling against 
this defendant, if you want to. I sustain the objec
tion. (Defendant excepts.) 

A PACKAGE of petitions fr<;>m Michigan, 
has been received in Washington, by the 
secretary of the National Religious Lib
erty Association, with a note attached 
which reads as follows.:-

! ci:rc~hited this petition in my school district. 
.All signed it. · · · 

Such thorough work as this, is encour
aging, especially when it is remembered 
that all these are enabled, by the leaflet, 
" My reasons for sig;ning the petition 
against religious legislation, " which they 
receiye, to understand more fully and de
fend the position which they have taken. 
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scientific tbongbt,in combinatio11 with Dr.J{ellogg's 
wide professional experience. 
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NoTE.-Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having. ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able rule to send out no paperswithont pay in advance, except 
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the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

IT is Clear that the chief effect of the 
late deCision of .the Supreme Court on the 
liquor question, will be to .make the ques~ 
tion of prohibition a national question 
only. 

Now that prohibition has become in
deed a national que!'ltion let it be made 
strictly a political, and not a religious nor 
yet a religio-political, issue. Let the Na~ 
tional Prohibition platform be stripped 
of its religious, National Reform features, 
and let it declare for prohibition straight, 
for prohibition only. Then it ought to 
win, and THE AMERICAN SENTINEL will do 
all it can to help it win. But so long as 
that platform retains its National Reform 
head, its religious body, and its Sunday 
tail, THE AMERICAN SENTINEL will be 
uncompromisingly opposed to it "teeth 
and toe nail." 

THE Mail and ExpTess takes Doctor 
Talmage severely to task for allowing 
himself to be interviewed, for publication 
in a: Sunday newspaper. But the Mr;,il 
and ExpTess recommends its own Satur
day evening's issue for reading on Sunday; 
and it is certain that in the Talmage inter~ 
·view there was nothing as dull and vapid 
as the matter of the Mail and Express 
habitually is; and it is likewise certain 
that there is not a Sunday paper in New 
York City which does not furnish much 
better reading th?>n does the Saturday 
issue, or any other issue, of the Mail and 
ExpTess. 

LAST fall, Rev. N. R. Johnston, of Oak
land, California, was appointed a member 
of a committee to organize local Sunday 
Unions in that State. In commenting 
upon th~s fact we incidentally remarked 
that it was certainly fit that he should be 
a member of the committee, since, though 
socially a very worthy man, his religious 
views were such that he could not see 
why if a theocracy was good for the Jews 
it would not be equally good for us; nor 
why if it was right anciently to put men 
to death for Sabbath breaking, it would 
not be the proper thing to do now; In 
short, we said that he was unable to dis
tinguish between a divinely- established 
theocracy and a man-made counterfeit 
of a divine theocracy. Mr. Johnston felt 
grieved at this, and complained, both 
priv-ately and publicly, that we ~ad mis-

represented him. Till now we have re
mained silent under the charge, having 
in our removal to this city mislaid the 
evidence of the truth of that which we 
said. However, a recent article' in the 
Christian Statesman, from Mr. Johnston's 
pen, has furnished abundant evidence 
that we stated the case none too strongly; 
and in this, and the preceding number 
of THE SENTINEL, unaer the heading, . 
"How Far They Propose to. Carry It," 
this evidence is given. Mr. Johnston 
may not mean all that he says; in fact, 
we have often thought that he was better 
than his theory; but he should not find 
fault when people take him just as he 
says, especially when he expre_sses his 
sentiments in carefully written articles 
for publication. 

THE twenty~fifth anniyersary of the 
National Temperance Society was held in 
Broadway Tabernacle, this city, Tuesday 
May 13. The exercises were well attended, 
especially in the evening when the great 
building was crowded. The exercises 
throughout were more like those of a gen
uine temperance association than any which 
we have seen for many a day. In fact a 
genuine temperance organization is just 
what this Society is. The strong pleas 
that were made for the restoration of the 
real, good old temperance meetings and 
work, in which the effort should be to, 
save men and build up strong individual 
characters, were in mar ked and refreshing 
contrast with the political harangues, the 
self-glorification, and the mutual admira
tion speeches of organizations labeled 
''Christian Temperance." THE AMERICAN · 
SENTINEL heartily wishes the National 
Temperance Society the most unbounded 
success. 

( A DISPATCH gives the information that 
tho Governor of California has "pardoned 
an innocent man." That is a most sin
gular proceeding, though it is not the~first 
time that it has been attempted by execu
tives in the States. Pardon necessarily 
implies guilt. If the man was innocent, 
of what then could he have possibly been 
pardoned? It will be said that the man 
had been convicted and sentenced by the 
State, though innocent, and in order to 
release him it was necessary to pardon 
him. Not at all. There is no place for 
pardon in the case. When the State con
victed a man who was innocent,. then the 
State did wrong. And when the State 
discovered that it had done the wrong, 

man to accept pardon in such a case is to 
confess guilt. It would be well for gov
ernors at such times to bear in mimi what 
justice is, and to be just before they un
dertake to be generous. It is impossible 
to pardon an innocent man. 

IN a recent speech at Cooper Union, Dr. 
McGlynn said:- -

We have long since got past the idea of paternal 
government. We do not believe in a Government 
tl).at is to :feed people till old age with a spoon. We 
believe in self-government, especially in political 
matters, and I am free to say that I believe in , a 
great deal of self-government in the Church as well 
as in the State. The average American must feel 
his blood boil with indignation at this notion of 
nursing and coddling the working men and women, 
being kind to the beggars, taking interest in their 
moral and spiritual as well as their material welfare. 

The Doctor is quite right except in the 
statement that we have "got past the idea 
of paternal government." That idea is 
the bed-rock principle of Romanism, of 
Mormonism, of Nationalism, and of Na
tional Reformism, and as a Nation we are 
badly afflicted with all of these isms. In
deed paternalism seems to be in the very 
air. It has been well said, however, that 
a paternal government is an infernal 
government for the reason that it must of 
necessity trench upon the most sacred 
rights of the individual. The paternal 
idea of government· is that the State de
cides what is best for the individual, and 
then undertakes to see that he gets it, 
whether he wants it or not. 

THE Dial, of Oakland, California, is 
striking· some heavy blows against Sunday 
laws, and all religious legislation. We 
admire its talent but we cannot fully in
dorse all that it says, for the reason that it 
does not properly distinguish between 
Christianity and much of that which 
claims to be Christianity. Sunday laws 
are anti-Christian, and those who advo
cate them are, though it may be unwit
tingly, the enemies of the truth as it is in 
Jesus Christ. The Dial should recognize 
the fact that it is not Christianity but the 
lack of it which leads the Church to seek 
the aid of the civil power to support 
her institutions. Christianity is able, not 
only to stand alone, but to flourish under 
persecution. Indeed so true is this that 
it has been said that "the blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the Church.'' 

T I.' E AM E R I CAN .S EN T I N E L. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

even though it were mistakenly and un- The defense of American Institutions, the preserva-
intentionally, the only proper thing to do tion of the United States Constitution as it is, 
was to issue a public apology, and a so far as regards religion orreligious tests, 
proclamation fully exonerating the inno- and. the maintenance of human 
cent man who h~d suffered such grievous rights both civil and religious. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 
lnJl\.ry. To offer a pardon in such a case. >towardsaun!onofChurchandState,e!ther innameorinfact. 

is only to add insult to injury. To offer. SINGLE CoPY, PER YEAR, POST-PAID, •••• $1.00. 
a pardon 'in such a case is bo'th. to charge In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, • • • . 75c. 

To foreign countries, single subscription; post-paid, 5s. 
and to .. convict of the crime of which it is 
proposed to pardon the man. And for a. 
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PR:INCIPL:Es are fundamental truths. In 
the .Declaration of lnde;perl.dence we have 

· this: g:ra:rid principle : " All men ·are created 
equal, and are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable· rights, among 
which are life, liberty," etc. The leading 
principle of the Bible is, that our first duty, 
hence our first right, is to love and worship 
God unmolested. This is religious liberty. 
The beauty of a principle is, that nothing 
but truth will fit it. Hence principles are 
touch-stones whi:ch distinguish the true 
from the fa,lse.~M. E. Steward, A.M., in 
Southern Sentinel. 

-------··----~--

THE following quotation from Professor 
W. G. Sumner, of Yale College, makes 
an excellent f;!tatement of an important 
truth. Knowledge is not enough; there 

. must be with it sufficient character to 
make a right use of it::-

"The moralists have never been satis
fied with the old adage that kn:owledge is 
pow€r. They felt the lack o~ the moral 
element in it: that is to say, they felt the 
lack of the element which it was their 
business to.supply. The adage, however, 
was true. Knowledge _is p0wer, and, in 
itself considered, it is nothing more. The 
notion tlu1t knowledge makes men good 
is one of tb.e superstitions of the nine
teenth century. Knowledge only gives 
men pow~r. It furnishes a chance. It 
brings with it, however,. the grim alter
native· BJready described. Will the man 
who has it use it for good or for :ill? That 
is a moral question. It finds its answer 
in the springs. of character, and the in
dependent self-determin:.ttion whieh lies 
deepest in the essential elements of each 

NEW YORK, MAY 29, 1890. 

man's personality. This, by the way, is 
one 0£ the reasons why there is no sound 
social .or personal strength which is not 
founded ®n the training of the individual. 
It is the reason why individual character 
is the spring of all good in man or the 
State, and why all socialism is profoundly 
immoral. Wherever collective standards, 
codes, ideals, and motives take the place 
of individual responsibility, we know from 
ample experience that the spontaneity and 
independent responsibility which are es
sential to moral vigor are sure to be lost." 

"A Redeemed Commonwealth." 

SUNDAY, May 4, Rev. Dr. Charles H. 
Parkhurst, of Madison Square Presbyte
rian Church, this city, delivered a sermon 
on the scripture text, "And I John saw 
the Holy City, th~ New Jerusalem, com
ing down from God out of heaven, pre
pared as a bride adorned for her husband." 
It was directly in the line of the Church 
and State preaching that is constantly be
coming more and more prevalent. He 
declared tliat "heaven is a rede.emed co:tn
monwealth." Now a commonwealth is 
"an established form of government, or 
civil polity, or, more generally, a State." 
His statement amounts to this then that 
heaven is a redeemed State, but no State 
has yet been redeemed. If heaven be 
therefore a redeemed State, there is as yet 
no such place beeause there is no such 
thing. Heaven was, before there ever 
was a State, and will be after all States 
are gone. 

This criticism is not a play upon words, 
for the rest of his sermon shows that such 
is his idea of what heaven is, and that the 
redeemed commonwealth is the culmina
tion of history, and when we reach that 
place, then that place and that common
wealth will be heaven. He says:·-

No"' if a redeemed commonwealth is appointed 
of. God to be the culmination of history and the end 
toward whiCh he is working, then that end we are 
to consider as a law regulating or determining the 
methods by which, as God's workmen, we are to 
help in the achievement of God't~ aim and ambi· 
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tion. If it were only a question of how many in
dividuals could be brought to their knees and in
duced penitentially to accept Christ as their Sav
iour, then all we should have to do, as a church, 
would be to teach the doctrines of repentance and 
regeneration, multiply our missions, strengthen our 
evangelistic forces and count the converts. 

Thus Mr. Parkhurst's view of the pur
pose and work of the Church is that it is 
to save States instead of souls, and that 
the song of the redeemed in that day will 
be that the Lord had saved every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and pe0ple, and 
not as the Scripture says, that the re
deemed are gathered '' out of every na
tion, and kindred, and tongue, and people." 

It would be difficult to form a statement 
of God's purpose. as revealed, that would 
be more directly contrary to the truth 
than is this statement by Dr. Parkhurst. 
In the Scripture there is no such thing 
announced, nor contemplated, as a re
deemed State. No State will ever reach 
the other world. No State will ever be 
redeemed. There will be some people re
deemed out of all the States that have 
ever be~n. This theory springs from the 
idea that is so largely held1 of the con
version of the world. But that idea is 
totally false: it is contrary to every state
ment of Scripture. When the world ends, 
it will be in wickedness. 

The record is that "in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of their 0wn selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy,· without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, false ac
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traito!'S, heady, high
minded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof." 2 Tim. 
3:1-5. And, instead of there being any 
promise or prophecy that they will all be
come good, and better and.. better, the rec
ord is that being thus bad they "shall 
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and be
ing deceived." And havin.g grown worse 
:.tnd worse, when. the end comes, and the 
heaven departs as a scroll when it is rolled 
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thing; and whoever will· escape it needs 
as an .individual to turn to ChriRt and 
penitentially accept him as the Saviour. 

A. T; J; . 

A Criticism Answered. 

together, ahd every mountain and island 
are moved out of their places, then the 
word of ·God is that '' The kings . of the 
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 
and the· chief captains, and the' mighty 
men, and everyb'ondman, and every free
man, ;hid themselves in the dens' a'nd in the 
rocks of the mountains; and said . to the . . NoT l<mg since an article ap~eared in 
moun.t::tins and rocks, Fall on us, and hide · this paper over IP,y signature iri which I 
us fro:in the face of him that · sitteth on used the following .words:_:_ 
the th~one, and froni th~ wrath of the 
Lamb: for the great day of his wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to stand?" 

'The only way to·.prohibit the liquor traffic is to 
prohibit it; not one day in the. week, but every day. 
To I)lake criminal :upon one day in the week that 
which is perfElCtly legal at all other times, is simply 
to 'place a premium u}ion .official corruption; to 
make possible persecution, as in Tennessee; and to. 
educate people to disregard and despise the law. 

··This ·sentiment· was subsequ,ently criti
cised by the Colorado Grqphic a~ follows :-

There has been no more· degeptiv~ doc
trine invented than that which · teaches · 
the conversion of the world, and .the re
deeming of commonwealths~ The Saviour 
did not die for commo'nwealths, he. died 
for individuals. All may have eternal 

h But how can Mr .. Bollman, if he i!! s~rious, claim 
life if they will. Yet in fact many ave for prohibition for the six days what cannot be se-
chosen, and many do still choose the other cured for the.one day? A gentleman who stands 
way instead,· and every man is at liberty so nobly for :eqwil rights; so manfully against re
to choose which way he will. ".Whoso- ligious l~gislation, which is always sumptuary, how 
ever will, let him come." If he will · not, can he even suggest a prohibitiory law and con-

. sistently maintain l;li~ other. positions ? Did he not 
he may go the way of his choice. The read that ili ·Bangor, in prohibition Maine, one 
truth is that it is in fact, "only a q'U\O)Stion hundred and fifty saloons (speak-easies) had been 
of how many individuals can be brought discovered and :Were closed by the Mayor, and that 
to their knees and induced penitentially to in tllirty days ther~after there "~,'~'ere fifty others dis
accept Christ as their Sa vi our; " ~nd there- covered ? No, sj.r; sumptuary legiSlation is a failure. 

fore it is true that all that. the Church has The writer. does not pretend to say that 
to do " is tci teach the doctrines of re- prohibition has ever been a success in the 
pentance and regeneration, multiply its Sense ·Of stopping all liquor drinking, or 
missions and strengthen its evangelistic even all liquor selling, especially in large 
forces" for that very purpose. Whenever cities; nor does he pretend to say that it 
the Church ceases to do that, it then ever will be a success in any such sense. 
ceases to be a Church in the proper sense But be that as it may it proves nothing as 
of the word. And too many of them hav~ to the merits of the question. Theft and 
ceased to do it, and there is too much prostitutio:n, and gambling and .lotteries 
preaching of this kind .that leads in the are forbidden by law, l>ut ~hey are not 
way for more of it to be done. prohibited in the sense of being absolutely 

Those who profess to be the representa- prevented. They are, however, greatly les
tives of the Church have forgotten what sened by the laws against them, a11d so has 
the Church is, and what its work is. liquor selli:ng and the evils ~hich spring 
These are the ones who neglect the hum- from it been greatly reduc~d by prohibi7 

ble task of preaching to individuals the tory laws in Maine, Iowa, and k.ansas. It 
doctrines of repentance and regeneration, • is, therefore, idle to argue that because sa
and enter upon a course of ambitious po- loons (spe~k-ea!':lies) exist in 1;3an,gor, pro
litical~ action, to convert cities, States, and hibition i.s wrong or even that i~ is a poUt
nations as such. Leaving individual ac- ical n;lista,ke. The only question is, Has 
tiori, individual responsibility, and indi- the State ll.. JlJ.St right to prohibit. the traffic 
vidual influence, they undertake to convert in intoxicating drinks ? . . ' 
men by wholesale. They make the. city The Graphic assumes thf!,~ prohibitory 
Christian by electing a mayor who will laws are o~ the same nature as· S11nday 
enforce Sunday laws. They make the laws, and other mea,sures of religious leg-

. Nation Christian by incorporating the islation. 'l'h,{s is a mistake as c~:tn ea.sily 
name of the Saviour in its Constitution be shown. ·About the onlythh:ig in com
and laws; Thus they hope to obtain a mon between tJJ.em is that many religious 
redeemed commonwealth. people favor bqth. But the fact that re-

yes, it was in this way thatthe Roman ligio'~s people are in favor of two meas
Empire was redeemed; thus it was made ures does not prove that. they .are: both 
a redeemed commonwealth. But it W(l,S equally good or equally bad. Prohibition 
worse after it was so redeemed than it was is in no sense religious. Very many. re
before. Such a redemption multiplied and ligious people do not believe in it, whilEJ 
heaped up wickedness to s.uch an extent a. great many people who make. no pro
that human society could not bear it; it had fession of r:eligion are in favor of. it as a 
to be utterly swept out of existence, as it matter of public policy, and a~ necessary 
was, by the flood of savage barbarism that for the protection of life and property. 
swept the Empire from one end to the The evil effeCts of liquor dri~ing are Rot 
other. Such a redemption in that day confined .to th()Se who drink,, .. ~very in
end~d ~n ·utt~r ruin. . Such a ~ne wrolight r tmdeated ~an is a ~enace to. life a:nd prop
agam m this day w1ll end m the same erty, not h1s own life and property merely, 

but the lives and property of others; and 
can it be that society has no right to pro
tect itself against the danger ? 

· Agttin,. the traffic in intoxicating liquors 
; .entails. u.poli. the State enormous expendi
tures fon t4e apprehension, trial, and im
priso!),:m~nt of crinJJna1s, and for the care 
. of p~;r;~;p~r.s~ Orhne. *\\.d, :p~up~ris1ll. are the 
legitflliate :f;r4iW. of. tlJ.e.>I~quor traffic, and 
can it be 'that t~~ St.~Y\3. has no right to 
prohibit that which hfi,S proved· itself to 
be the 'most prolific contributor to our 
prisons, alms houses, and insane asylums? 
Certainly right and justice demand the 
prohibition of .a business that burdens 
the State as. the liquor traffic does. Sup
pose that the State has no right to pre
vent a man from drinking what he 
pleases, and that where and when he 
pleases, does it follow that it has no right 

·to prohibit the public traffic in that which 
bipgga:J:S whole families and turns them 
out p~up~rs to be supported by those who 
by honest toil have accumulated property 
which bears its just proportion of taxa-
tion? · 

But it is said that prohibition interferes 
with personal liberty. Proper prohibitio;n 
will never interfere with personal liberty. 
Moreover the cry of personal liberty does 
not come as a rule from the .men who 
drink, but from those who grow rich by 
ministering to the. most depraved appetites 
of .their fellow-men. The liberty which 
they demand is liberty to enrich them
selves by burdening the public with 
paupers and criminals. Are they justly 
entitled to such liberty? Hardly. 

Liquor men themselves grant the right 
of the State to regulate the traffic in which 
they are engaged, and that not merely for 
revenue but to restrict. the evils which it 
engenders. But the right to regulate car
ries with it the right to prohibit. And 
this is one reason why the State has no 
right to legislate upon religious matters, 
or in any way regulate the exercise of re
ligion. If the State h§td the right to re
quire or to forbid one religious observance, 
it would have the right to require or to 
forbid any or all others. This is why all 
OlJristians who prize religious liberty as 
they should, and who are willing that oth
ers should enjoy the' same privileges that 
they the:rpselves' do, oppose all State inter
ference in religious matters. They in~ist 
that all must be left absolutely :free to wor
ship or not to worship just as they please. 
But every body recognizes the right of the 
State to regulate ·liquor s~lling; to say 
that A may sell, and that B shall not sell. 
But whether they realize it or not, if the 
State has the right to say that one man 
shall not sell intoxicating liquors it has 
the right to say that no man shallsell 
such liquors. Did liquor dealers for a mo
ment believe that their business is as legit
imate as any other, and that the "right" 
to sell liquor rests upon the same ground 
as the right to worship, they would de
mand, not license as thecy ;uow do, but 
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absolute freedom. But while prohibitory 
laws are purely civil, and the enacting 
of them not only the right but the duty of 
the State, Sunday laws are of an entirely 
differ~nt character. · Sunday is ·a religious 
institution; its friends call it the Christian 
Sal1bath, and most of them insist that it 
ought to be kept in obedience to the 
fourth commandment. It is therefore no 
more·'the ·right of the State to enforce its 
observance than it would be to enforce 

·baptism or the Lord's Supper. 
··Laws forbidding the sale ofintoxicatirtg 

liquots to M used as beverages, vidlitte no 
man's ·conscience: Nobody seils whiskey 

, as a religious d~ty~ The whole traffic is 
· demoralizihg and fraught with danger to 
life and property, and liqu()r deal.el~S them- . 
selves know and acknowledge that this is 
so. But a failure to religiously keep Sun- · 

•· day endangers •nei~her life nor property; 
it makes neither criminals nor paupers. 
Many good citizens arid earnest Christians 
do not regard Sunday, beciu~e they do not 
believe that there is any divine law re-

. quiting its observance, and they exercise 
.their ·God-given right to labor upon· that 
day; . but in so doing they do not 'prey 
upon' others, th~y do not injure anybody 
in arty way, nor do tHey burden the State. 

. In short, there is no similarity Whatever 
between Sunday work or busines.S, and the· 
liquor traffic: and there is and can be no 
·more sjmilarity between Sunday laws and 
prohibitory laws. The reasons for Sunday 
laws are wholly religious; while the only 

. proper reasons for prohibition are wholly 
civil and political. · b. P. BoLLMAN. 

------~·+-------

Education Does Not Give Character. 

IN the arguments on the subject of 
"Education and the State," which are now 
so widely made, it is often stated that igno
rance is the mother of crime, and that 
therefore it is for the interest of the State 
that· its citjzens should be intelligent if it 
would have good citizens, as intelligence 
is the mother of virtue. THis is not true. 
It would be hard t~ prove that ignorance 
is any more the mother of crime than is 
intelligence. The ignorant are not .the 
oiily ones who commit crime, Go to any 
penitentiary, and, although we have not 
actually· tested the matter, we feel per
fectly safe in. saying that of the inmates, 
it will be fou,l}.d that those who can read 
and write are not the minority. Ninety
four per cent of the criminals of New York 
State can • read. Thousfinds upon thou~ 
sands or boys to-day, are reading stuff that 
tends infinitely mor~ to make them crimi
nals than the inability to read could pos-

. sibly do, It is a fact that from one of the 
W e~terh penitentiaries a 'regular news
paper is issueq. All the ·type setting,· 
editorial work and everything in coi1-
nection :with it, is done ·l:;ly the regular 
convicts of the penitentiary. With hun
dreds, ye~, thousands of people in the 
penitentiaries, the trouble with them was 

not that they could not write, but that 
they wrote too much, and too well, espe
cially other people's names. The bank 
wreckers, the embezzlers, and the forgers, 
are not persons who are ighor{1nt, they are 
people of excellent education. 

This is not in any sense an argument in 
favor of ignorance and against education. 
It simply illustrates the fact that educa
tion does not give character, while it is, in 
fact, only character that counts. A man 
may have a1i excellent character and be 
either ignorant or edqcated, but if he is 
not honest he will steal, whether he be 
ignorant. or educated~ . In fact, if he 
be riot honest, the pr()babilities are that 
education will make him the greater thief, 
as in the case of the forgers, the' bank 
wreckers and the embezzlers. 

Let the people be educated most com- . 
pletely everywhere, but let character be 
built up in them at th~ same time. 

What Is Truth? 

THE best definition;! have ever heard is 
as follows: "Truth is that which, in the 
face of all possible oppositiob., can: be 
shown to be in conformity with fact and 
sound reason." It follows from the very 
definition that truth is never afraid of 
error C!r falsehood. It always meets them 
squarely and openly, never asking any 
unfair advantage, never afraid of compe
tition, and therefore never found asking 
for a monopoly. 

Tried by this 'standard, the true nature 
of the Sunday-law movement will at once 
appear. 

The champions of this movement were 
personally invited to be present at the 
Washington Citizens' Meeting, and were 
assured a fair opportunity of being heard, 
and of maintaining t,he truth and right of 
their positions. . Not one of them was 
there, though some of them, at least, were 
in the city;. They preferred to wait till 
their own convention, where no· cine who 
differed from them was allowed the slight
est chance to say a word. 

They argue everywhere that it is only 
a. civil Sunday law they want. The lead
ing speaker of the American Sabbath 
Union argued this for an: hour in my own · 
hearing, declaring vehemently that we 
misrepresented the Union entirely, when 
we said they were seeking religious leg
islation; and asserting that they only 
wanted civil Sunday laws in the interests 
of the " poor over-worked laboring man." 

· After his speech he passed out a docu
ment to all in the audience who would 
accept it. It contains the following ex
tract from the constitution of the Ameri- . 
can Sabbath Union, which states its true 
basis and object .. 

.Artic?e I.Narruu The Awerican Sabbatll Union. 
Article IL Basis: The basis of this Union is the 

Divine ltuthority; and univers:il and perpetual obli-
gation of the Sabbath. · · · 

Article IIL Object: The object of this Union; is to 
preserve the Christian Salii:Jath as a day of .rest and 
worship. . 

So it seems that if they are only asking 
for civil Sunday laws, they are asking for 
them for a religious purpose; namely, to 
preserve the day as a day of rest and wor
ship. A law that is desired and obtained 
for a religious purpose, is a religious and 
not a civil1a w. 

Why not call it so ? Ah! it would de
feat their purpose. Any work that is 
compelled to resort to such deception is 
not the work of God. 

They bring forth their Sunday-law Bill 
for the District of Columbia, and ask us 
to look at its title, and see how innocent 
it is. '' A bill to prevent people from 
being forced to l<ibor on Sunday." How 
innocent! How evidently in the interests 
of liberty! But stop! When you read the 
bill itself, it is a bill to compel people to . 
stop laboring on Sunday, whether they 
want to o1· not. Why did they not name 
it, A bill to force people to stop laboring 
on Sunday? Oh! this would have been 
a true title, but .truth would here, as ev
erywhere else, defeat their object. 

Again, I heard the leader of this whole 
movement say in the Convention held on 
December last, in New York City, that 
they were going to introduce this local 
bill, and concentrate all their effort upon 
it. Why ? W ftS it because the 'people of 
Washington and the District of Columbia 
were such terrible Sabbath breakers ? 
No, for he admitted that they kept the 
Sabbath here as well as anywhere in the 
Nation. · 

He said, " If we can get the United 
States to pass a Sunday law for the Dis
trict of Columbia this year, Congress will 
then have declared Sunday laws constitu
tional, and will have no excuse for not 
giv,;ing us a Sunday law for the Nation 
next year." 

Why was not this argument used in 
Washington instead of the foolish pi.ea that 
although the people have been very good 
Sabbath-keepers in the past, they have but 
just discovered that they have no Sunday 
laws, and so must have one right away, 
or they will engage in revolution,-work
ing on Sunday ? 

Again I say, it would be the truth, 
and truth wherever, or ~henever it is told 
means the destruction of all their plans. 
Out in a city in California, they wanted a 
Sunday law, but they did not know what 
to name it. Shakspeare said, ''What's in 
a name ? " But he liad not learned the 
philosophy. of the Sunday-law advocates, 
if he had he would have said, "There's 
millions in it," or rather, every thing in 
it. 'some of them in California were hon
est enough to want to call it a " religious 
Sunday law,'' others said that would never 
do, call it a "Civil Sunday lftw ;" still 
others said; ','say it is only 'a polict~ regu
lation.' " · Th~y finally decid!ild to call it a 
" sanitary tegulation." It seems t~ be 
really as difficult a matter to name a Sun
day law, as for a young father and mother 
to name their first baby. 
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Now, in general, I should have more 
faith in a sanitary regulation, if it came· 
from the doctors, than if, as in this case, 
it came from the ministers. . There was a 
time when nearly all the sanitary regula
tions came from the ministers instead of 
th':e doctors. In those days, even in the 
large cities, sewers were unknown, and 
all the filth was thrown into the street; 
and then the people trusted to charms 
and priestly incantations, and holy rel
ics, and miracle cures, to deliver them 
from the pestilence. • 

This, too, was in the time of the Inqui
sition,- the Dark Ages of ignorance and 
persecution. I believe also among the 
Indians to-day, the medicine men are 
both priest and doctor. This is only 
another evidence among many,· that the 
Sunday-law movement is a long step back
ward toward ignorance and error, and 
superstition and savagery. In this in
stance, however, the ministers of Califor
nia made such wonderful advancement 
into the mysteries of hygienic science, 
that they discovered that milk sold on 
the streets after 5 o'clock Sunday· morn
ing, was dangerously unsanitary. Again 
I say, truth does not have to ·resort to such 
subterfuges. The truth will always bear 
to be openly and fairly stated. 

But let us examine this " sanitary" ar
gument for Sunday laws. · Briefly stated 
it is as follows: "The physical health of 
every man and woman demands rest on 
one day in seven. It is for the good of 
the State that its citizens should be kept 
in robust physical condition. Therefoi·e 
the State may, and must enforce the ob
servance· of Sunday rest for civil and san
itary reasons. Admitting the premises 
for the present, for the sake of argument, 
let us see if the conclusion follows, •or 
rather let us see where this logic would 
lead to if adopted by our Government. It 
is a de~onstrated hygienic fact, that the 

. health of every person requires a bath 
at least once a week. Must the State, 
then, enforce by law the taking of ar bath 
once a week upon all its citizens ? and if 
so, must it send spies into every family, 
and even into every private bath room to 
see that the law is ()beyed?" The physical 
health of all persons, demands about nine 
hours sleep a night. · Must the State by 
law .. compel every one to retire to sleep 
at 9 P.M., and remain in bed until 6 A.M.? 

It is evident that when the State once 
commits itself to the care of, the physical 
health· of its citizens there is no stopping 
this side of the '' paternal government "·of 
the past. · The di:fferEmco between the the
ory of such governments and our Ameripan 

. theory of government, is just the differ
ence between slavery and liberty. The dif" 
ference between the kind of people raised 
under such laws, arid those raised under 
our free institutions, is . the diff@rence be
tween children and men. 

There are many cases recorded of sud
den death, caused by ~'\> fit of,anger, and 

it ie; well . proven that all true religion is . 
conducive to good health, and all evil and 
unrestrained passion tends directly in the 
other directjon; so the government that 
takes upon itself the guardianship of the 
physical h~alth of its citizens, might, 
reasoning thus, establish religion, and 
bring back the. Inquisition at once. They 
might do this, and claim they did it all 
for civil and sanitary reasons, just as the 
Sunday-law advocates do. Thus it is seen 
that even admitting their premises, their 
conclusion ddes not follow. 

But the premises are unproven assump
tions. It is not true that every ·person, 
whatever his age or occupation, needs 
just one day's rest in seven for his. phys
ical health. Some need much more, and 
some have such light work and such ro
bust health that they can do with much 
less. Thus the whole civil or sanitary 
Sunday law argument, is based on false 
reasoning from a false premise. 

G. E. FIFIELD. 

The National Reform Idea an Absurdity. 

DR. DAVID .Me ALLISTER seems to think 
that religion depends upon the statutes of 
States and the edicts of empires. In this, 
he joins in opinion with the most rabid 
of atheists and anarchists who. constantly 
charge religionists with being the 'dupes 
of power exercised through State au
thority, 

The Emperor Constantine made Chris
tianity the religion of. the Roman Empire, 
and to this fact, many unbeli~yers in 
Christianity attribute its extraordinary 
growth. The very· opposite of this is more 
probably the truth. Gibbon shows very 
plainly that Constantine· himself, vacil· · 
lated between Christianity and the old 
State religion of Rome almost -to the end 
of his days, just as politicians seeking sup
port from contending factions now do, . 
when doubtful as to which party is most 
likely to prevail. It is often a fine.stroke 
of political policy, for an t:tspirant for 
power and fame, to espouse what out
wardly appears to be the weaker party in 
a State, and thus connect his napie with 
its rise, and growth into full power a}fd 
control. The statesman who has the 
shrewdness to fall in with the rising tide 
of public sentiment, at . the proper .. mo
ment, is sure to reap power and emolu
ments in the en,d. 

Primitive Christianity -was the religion 
of the poor· fishermen of Galilee; and 
while their hearts· were warmed, their 
hopes inspired, and. their enthusiasm en
kindled by it, it was laughed- about and 
scoffed· at, by· the ·Scribes, the Pharisees, 
and the fashionable: people of"the- time. 

In Rome, Christianity took root among 
the workingmen--'-the poor.and.the lowly, 
in the cities-as radical reform.s generally. 
do. .And its methods were so quiet, .and 
its early adherents so peaceful, that, to use 
~he words of. Gibbon, it "gently inshi~ . 

uated itself into the minds of men, grew 
up in silence and obscurity, derived new 
vigor from opposition, and finally erected 
the banner of the cross on the ruins of 
the capitol:J' 

In its primitive purity, Christianity had 
no use .for. the State as a means of propa
ganda. It grew and spread through the 
cities in spite of the State, and State relig
ions, which, sooner or later, wer'e always 
found to be its deadly enemies. 

Why should the aid of the politician be 
invoked, to strengthen· and support a 
movement having for its object the re
form of public opinion, while his object as 
a general rule, is to quietly float with 
popular opinion as it. is? Convince him 
that yqu have the votes to carry him 
along, and he is with you. Fail to do 

· this, and he is in your way. 
No religion ever remained pure · and 

true to humanity, that sought to carry 
foward its .. propaganda by means of polit
ical strategem, political power, and polit-
ical spoils. · 

The idea that the State can make itself 
moral, by the formula of "Be it ep.acted," , 
is to invoke from the masses of the-people, 
a moral force which, by hypothesis,· does . 
not exist among them; and it is as absurd,· 
under our theory of popular government, 
as. the attempt of a man to lift himself by 
the straps .of his boots. . 

First ·plant the moral force in the hearts · 
and minds· of the masses~get them in 
love with the true, the beautiful, and the 
good; let them come to hate in~quality of 
rights, and despise slavery in all its myr
iad forms; let them see the beauty of 
truth and the economy of righteousness; 
and there will be no occasion for wrang
ling as to what religion the "State" 
should believe in. 

The truth is, the State, as such, does 
not and cannot believe in anything. A 
law book cannot think or feel, and can 
neither do right nor wrong. When a 
king is imagined to be the State, it 
might be pre:mmed to have a moral char
acter, or more probably, an immoral char
ac:ter. But when the State becomes the 
concrete result of the conflicting opinions 
and passions of sixty-five millions of 
:people-a mere compromise, reflecting the 
opinions of no one individual,-it cannot 
.be said to have a n;wral character, or a 
:religious belief. 

The Rev. R. M. Som.erville evidently 
is not satisfied with the proposition to 
simply print the name of God in the Con
stitution .. Ee wants Christ recognized as 
a politician also, to the extent of having 
his name mixed up with the names of the 
lawyers that figure so largely in our old 
musty law books. It is the old antiquated 
notion of.· religiQus things instead of relig
ious men; . , Make' the things sacred in 
order that. th~y may make us pious I· Does 
it not smack of image worship and idola-
try Y · · 

When will the Church learn that moral 
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force can be transmitted only by the ten
der cords of sympathy and love ? Does 
n.ot all experience prove that the Sta.te is 
incompetent to force men to love and be
lieve, by means of policemen, courts, and 
armies? · 

Physical force is available to control 
.action only. The.attempt, through phys
ical force, to make men love one another, 
is to make them hate and despise one an
other. 

Let the. fashionable churches come down 
to the level of the working people, as the 
early Christians did, and show their sym
pathy for the poor and lowly-not so 
much: by alms-giving and begging as by 
showlng .them what their rights are, as 
well las their errors; by teaching them 
that no mail has the right to acquire 
wea-lth through the power of the State
that the State can have no wealth to give 
to some without tlrst taking it from oth
ers-that the man who sells his vote for 
money, is selling, not only'his rights, but 
other· people's rights; by teaching ·con-

. sistent, genuine righteousness all 'round, 
and everywhere, in high p~aces and low, 

'in public and private relations; let all this 
·. be proclaimed as God's law, ttnd I venture 

to say more sympathy will be excited, 
more ·minds will be awakened and more 
churches will be filled, than would result 
from printing the word God in all the law 
books .and school books, or by chalking 
his name all over creation by State au-
thority. · * * .""* 

Washington, J). 0. 

Unmerciful Mercy. 

AT the Protestant Episcopal House of 
Mercy, in this city, there is held aga1nst 
her wish, and the wish of her parents, a 
Jewish girl sixteen years old. Two years 
ago at her home she acted very unruly, 
was disobedient to her parents, and quar
relsome with her brothers and sisters, and 
the ,parents ·asked the police justice to 
colhmit her to. a reformatory, that she 
might be subjected to stricter discipline 
than they were able to bring to bear, 
until she should learn better how to be-

. have herself. The police judge sent her 
to this Protestant Episcopal House of 
Mercy, as there is no Hebrew reformatory 
in this city .. Now the parents desire that 
she shall be released. They tried to se
cure her release upon a writ of habeas 
corpus, but it was refused because it 
seems tha,t by somebody's influena~ other 
than that of the parents, she had been 
regularly comlllitted to· that institution 
until she is twenty-one years of age. The 
parents have earnestly besought this in
stitp.tion of "Mercy" to let them have 
their· child, but. the institution still holds 
her, and, it seems, proposes to hold her 
in.spite of all that the parents may wish. 
If such a thing as this were done by the 

Roman Catholics, what a universal· howl 
of execrtttion would go up from Protestant 

throats! But, as it is, we have not seen 
mention made of. this in a single paper 
outside of the one that made the announce
ment. We can hardly help wondering 
whether the managers of this institution 
ever heard of Christ, or of Christianity. 
It is certain that the name of the institu
tion should be. changed; for such proceed
ing is anything but merciful. Such action 
is a libel upon both the name and the 
Author of mercy. 

Make a Note of This. 

IN endeavoring to show that the en
forcement of rigid Sunday laws is not 
inconsistent with the liberties of the Jews, 
Mr. Crafts, in his " Soobath for Man," 
page 258, says :-

It is not sufficiently emphasized that the Jew is 
left absolutely free· to observe the seventh day. 
He can close his shop; l1e can refuse to work. 

Herein lies a principle. As long as a man 
has the privilege of closing his shop and 
refusing to work, he is free to· observe a 
day. Question: What man has not this 
privilege? Certainly all men have it~ the 
Christian as well as the Jew. Then what 
Sunday-keeper is not absolutely free to 
observe Sunday? They all are. What 
consistency, then, can there be in Mr. 
Crafts and his party pleading for a law 
to prevent persons from being forced to 
labor on Sunday," as they did in Wash
ington last February, at the hearing of 
the House Committee on the Breckinridge 
Sunday Bill ? · 

In closing his shop, the Jew of course 
will lose trade, and in refusing to work,. 
perhaps lose a job~; yet, says Mr. Crafts, 
he is left "absolutely free to observe the 
seventh day." The Sunday-keeper can do 
the same and be left just as free to observe 
the first day. Let us not forget to empha
size this. Law in one case is as unnec
essary as in the other.-W. A. Colcord, in 
Review and Herald. 

--------··--------
Not a Christian Law. 

TH;E Christian Statesman refers to the 
illegal divorces granted to Hebrews in 
this country by Jewish Rabbis, some of 
whom assume the prerogative of the State 
in such eases, and then it says:-

These facts illustrate the necessity for maintain
ing and enforcing carefully the distinctively Chris
tian laws of the American Government. 

We have nothing to say against the bet-
. ter enforcemenp of the laws in such cases, 
or against the necessity for better and 
more uniform laws governing the subject 
of divorce, but we do object to having 
such laws styled "Christian laws."· To 
say that they are Christian laws is to say 
that marriage is a Christian institution, 
and that the State lJ.as a right to enforce 

. Christianity by legal enactment. 
. The chief object of the Statesman. at the 

present time seems to be to make the peo
ple of this country belieye that they have 

already legislated upon Christianity, and 
that, since they have already enacted some 
"Christian laws," there is no reason why 
they should not now go on and legislate 
upon Christianity to any desired extent. 
This is their argument precisely, and it 
shows what must be the inevitable result 
if religious legislation is ever begun in 
this country. It shows the imperative 
necessity of watching every move of leg
islative bodies, that no false step shall be 
taken which will establish a precedent for 
legislation upon Christianity. 

We agree that laws regulating marriage 
are right; that is, that there should be 
such laws; but we deny that marriage 
is a Christian institution, or that in pass
ing such laws it is necessary to legislate 
upon the Christian religion. 

1. Marriage is not a Christian institu
tion because it originated before Chris
tianity. It was instituted about four 
thousand years before the commencement 
of the Christian dispensation. In fact it 
was instituted before the fall of man, and 
consequently before man needed a Saviour 
and Christianity to redeem him. 

2. Christian institutions are for Chris
tians. If marriage were a Christian insti
tution, then none but Christians would 
have a right to marry. But people who 
are not Christians have as much right to 
marry as those who are; therefore, mar
riage is not a Christian institution:. 

3. No one can be a Christian without 
observing aU known Christian institu
tions. Hence, if marriage was a Christian 
institutioiJ., no one could be a Christian 
unless he was married. But that the 
Christian Statesman itself knows is not 
true. 

Therefore we say that laws which regu
late marriage are not Christian laws, but 
civil laws. A. DELOS WESTCOTT. 

The One Object. 

AT the Garnett, Kansas, Sabbath-rest 
Convention, held in March, there was no
ticeable a general diversity of opinion on 
almost every point brought up except one. 
Some observed Sunday, because the fourth 
commandment is binding. Others ob
served it because o£ the resurrection of 

; Christ and the completion of redemption 
on that day. Some believed it to be verily 
the seventh day from creation; while 
·another had no less than a half dozen 
reasons for ·changing to the first day .. 
Smile believed in keeping the Sabbath 
according to the most strict laws of the 
Puritans; while another believed in an 
entirely different manner of Sabbath ob
servance. 

Thus.it was all through the Convention 
on all points except the one great object,· 
-that of having a law to enforce the 
observance of the day. ·All arguments 
were made for this one purpose. · It mat~ 
tered not though the reasons given were 
contrary the one.to the other, they would 
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make the final conclusion point to the 
enactmeht and enforcement of a Sunday 
law, .3;nd that would seell1 to harmonize 
every thought. 

The indications were that they think 
the Lord is not able to pass sentence and 
execute judgments against the violators of 
his la-w, and ha.s consequently passed it 
over into their hands, for them to look 
after ·and enforce.· So nciw they seem to 
think it incumbent on them to bring to 
pass some means whereby they can punish 
the transgressors of God's law (according 
to their interpretation of his law), and 
clear themselves of this great responsi
bility. 

It is not · surprising that they should 
come to such a conclusion, when we re
member that one of their inen has said, 
"In this work we are undertaking for the 
Sabbath, we are the representatives of 
God." It is the principle upon which the 
Papacy was built; and the Papacy was 
only the natural outgrowth of the prin
ciple. The establishment of this principle 
is their object. OscAR HILL. 

The Educational Amendment. 

IN a recent editorial on the Blair Edu
catiomi.l amendment, the Virginia City 
Chronicle says:-

" Should the amendment become a part 
of the national law the necessity would at 
once. exist for each State, or Congress, to 
estabJish by law a system of public schools, 
and to declare in such law what are the 
'fundamental, non-sectarian pri;cfples of 
Christianity.' The Legislature of each 
State would declare by statue for the 
government of the schools what are such 
'rmidamental principles,' and thus there 
would be a separate religious school code 
for each of the forty-two States. Consid
ering human nature as we find it, could 
any sensible person say that the Legisla
tures of forty-two States could be brought 
to agree on what are and what are not the 
'fundamental, non-sectarian principles ? ' 

"The inevitable cohfusion and conflict 
which would appear in such legislation 
but serves to show the soundness of the 
principle and popular sentiment, that the 
e~tablishment of religion is · not and 
should never be a function of civil gov
ernment, Th@ principles of the ChriStian 
religion should be left for the Church and 
not the State to determine.. It can hardly 
be considered that the average membE:)r 
of a State Legislature, or of Congress, is 
fitted either morally or intellectually to 
determine for the people, the .Church or 
the schools what is true religion." 

So far as the National Government is 
concerned, the people of the United States, 
considered 'aS a .body politic,. have no re
ligion to teach, no doctrine of .God to 

·promulgate, and no f~irm G>f worship to 
sustain· or enforce.-S. T. Speer, D. D. 

N.A'riON.AX:,. 
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government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in· 
estimable blessin.e:s of both religious and civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 

43 BoNn S'rREET, NEW YoRK CITY; 

225 A ST., N. E. WASHINGTON; 28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO, 

C. ELDRIDGE, • President. 
W. H. McKEE, Secretary. 

The People Speak. 

THE following editorial report from the 
daily Bodie Miner, of California, is worth 
reprinting here. It has the right ring and 
a good deal of it:-

Last Tuesday J. H. Cook and J. A. 
Wheeler of the National Religious Liberty 
Association, arrived in Bodie. These gen
tlemen are travelling through Eastern Cal
ifornia and Western Nevada, obtaining 
signatures to petitions to Congress asking 
that body to refrain from any legislation 
whatever looking to a union of Church 
and State in the Government of the 
United States. Considering that we have 
got along very comfortably, very happily, 
and very prosperously for over a hundred 
years without any such cranky nonsense, 
no sensible man thinks there is ·any sense 
in starting it now. The movement which 
Mr. Cook and Mr. Wheeler are urging is a 
simultaneous one in every State and Terri
toryinthe Union, agents canvassing every
where for signatures to Congress to let the 
Constitution remain as it is so far as regards 
religion or religious tests. Returns of sig
natures to Washington are made weekly. 
These gentlemen commenced canvassing 
for names as soon as they arrived in town, 
and about every lady and gentleman who 
understood the matter readily signed the 
petition. 

A mass-meeting was held in. Miners' 
Union Hall on Thursday evening. The 
meeting was called to order ·by Watkin 
Morgan. Orlando E. Jones was selected 
for Chairman, W atkiri Morgan acting ,as 
secretary. 

Chairman Jones read the Blair Sunday
rest Bill and the Joint Resolution propos-

- ing to establish religion in our public 
schools; Mr. Jones then proceeded, in his 
customary clear and perspicacious style, 
to point otJ..t the absurd,ity of legislating 
on those subjects at all. We are happy, 
contented, prosperous, rich, and the boss 
of the wor,ld;. l~t us remain so: · 

F. P. Willard made a very neat and tell
ing little speech in support of the petition, 
and was heartily applauded throughout. 

Harvey Boone,/ while declining to make 
any remarks, heartily indorsed the peti
tion ~nd the object of the meeting. 

J. H. Cook, who is thoroughly famil
iar with the entire subject, explained it 
very lucidly, aft~r which the following 
resolutions were presented and read:-

Resolved, That we, the people of Bodie, Mono 
County, California, in mass-meeting assembled, 
are steadfastly opposed to the adoption by Congress 
of the United States of the jo.int resolutions intro· 
duced in the Senate by Senator Blair, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, respecting the establishment of religion and 
free public schools. That we are opposed to the 
passage by Congress of the Blair Sunday-rest Bill, 
and to its kindred measure introduced by Mr. 
Breckinridgel of Kentucky, and to all other legisla· 
tion looking to the establishment of any system of 
religion by the Nation, or by' any State; or restrict
ing the right of any citizen to engage in any legiti
mate, lawful pursuits on any day of the week. 

Resolved, That the first section of the joint reso· 
lution for the amendment of the constitution re· 
specting an establishment of religion and free public 
schools, which reads as follows: "No State shall 
make any law respecting an establishment of re- · 
ligion or prohibitjng the free exercise thereof," is not 
designed to guard the rights of the several States, 
but to muzzle them, and thus center the power of 
legislation on the subject of religion for the several 
States; in the national Legislature. 

Resolved, That article second of said joint resolu
tion which proposes to establish and maintain a 
eystem of free public schools in which are taught 
the fundamental principles of the Christian religion, 
is destructive of the principles of religious and 
civil liberty, and is wholly un-American in its in
ception, and deserves the universal condemnation 
of every American citizen. 

Resolved, That the Blair Sunday-rest Bill is 
wholly a religious bill. Its passage would be 
religious legislation, therefore, is in conflict with 
the first amendment. "Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof." That it is in 
conflict with the words of Christ, '' Render unto 
Cresar the things that are Cresar's, and unto God 
the things that are God's." That it pbces a high 
penalty of crime on conduct not essentially crimi
nal. That it is designedly loose in its wording, 

. "labor, to the disturbance o{ others," giving every 
advantage in law to any religious bigot who may 
chance to have had his mental equilibrium dis
turbed by Sunday labor, subjecting the offending 
party to a fine from $10 to $1000; also the premium 
bid for any one to spy out persons who may have 
labored and re9eived pay for said labor, in conflict 
with 'said law;· to bring suit in his own name, and 
for his own use, and . recover said money ; all of 
which speak plainly of the religious and intolerant 
character of the said bill; that they call loudly on 
every American citizen to come to the rescue and 

· demand the preservation of the Constitution, as it 
now is, wi.th all its safeguard against any religious 
legislation, and. protection alike equally to all. . · 

After the reading, N. B, Ward moved 
that the resolution be _adopted. Carried, 
the vote being unanimous. 

Those present were then invited to 13ign 
the petition, which all did with alacrity. 

Friday morning, Messrs. Cook ·and 
·Wheeler, having performed a good work 
in Mono County, left for Hawthorne, and 
will continue their labors to Candelaria, 
and down through Inyo. 
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there is rio:.danger.they are simply deceiv
ing themselves. But what the Advocate 

NEw YoRK, MAY 29, 1890. 

· · says illustrates the'situation exactly. The · 
great danger to r.eligious liberty in this 
country is due in a large measure to the 
indifference-of the people. The. great rna~ . 
jority thi;nk that there is, and can be no· 
danger; and at least a large minority' care 
not a straw wlio~?e liberty is. infringed so 
long as they are not affected. They fail 
to realizs that the only safety for any class 
is in jealously guarding the·rights of all 
alike. 

NoTE.-Any- one rec~iving the· AMERICAN S~N~INEL without 
havmg·_·ordered it may !mow that it is sent to him by some 
friend, Unless plainly marked "Sample copy." . :rt is our invari
able :fu!e' to send otit no papers without payJn'advance, except 
by specful af!:angement; therefore, those who jiaye not ordered 
the SinNTi~EL ·n,eed have no fears that they .will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from t.qe post'office. -

" SoME Christians serve. God· so tre- . 
mendously on Sunday," says. Doctor Tal
mage, "that they are cross and crabbed 
all th~ week. Doing . too many things oTi 
Sunday, they do nothing well ail the rest 
of the week. n 

T'HE bill which recently' passed the Sen~ 
ate forbidding the sale of intoxicating 
_liquors in the District. of . Columbia on 
Sunday, was for a time prevented from 
passing, by Senator Blair, who desired to 
have it amended. Finally, however, ·Mr. 
Blair withdrew h:is objection to its pas-
sage, saying:.,.-: 

. And the Doctor mighthaye added truth
fully t1lat. as a class such " Christia,ns. " 
are in favor of compelling eveqbodj: ~lse 

· .This particular bill, it seems to be thought, is very . 
to·" serve God" just as they do, at least · good in the way of-spoon-victuals, and I do not feel 
so far as Sunday is concerned .. They are inclined to.be atiobstacle to theenaotnwnt.ofwhat
generally those who believe that t~e ·sum soever good there may be in it into a law. It is well 
of all religion, worth having, is_ in Sunday to provide for the observance of the Sabbath. 
keeping.. And so it appears that Senator Blair 

OF prayers in Congress, the Christian 
Salesman remarks.:--'-

" If the silenc~ of the riation~l c~!tstitution as to . 
religion is to be construed as a deliberate and inten
tional· renunciation of all religion by the .American 
Nation,_ then' such prayers, or any prayers, in Con
gress, or in any State Legislature, are an imperti
nence and an anachronism, and ought to be abol" 
ished." 

That deduction is perfectly logical, and 
the logic ought to be turned into a fact. 
Chaplaincies in Congress, in State Legis
latures, the army, etc., are an imperti
nence and an anachronism. They are a 
relic of the hierarchal rule of the Middle 
Ages, and ought tobe abolished .. · Legally, 
chaplains are unconstitutionar loafers; . 
physically, however, they are strictly con
stitutional loafers. 

THE Sabbq,th Advocate, of Stta.nberry, 
Missouri, says that "the present tendency 
on the part of the people of this Nation is · 
to put down everything :that tends to unite 
Church and State, and consequently Mr. 
Blair is having poor success in his Sunday 
legislation. Too vividly does. the past 
come up before us to tolerate such without 
a struggle. We say down with eYerything 
of such tendencies. Christianity can stand 
without a union with the State." If the ed
itor of the Advocate wo1,1ld take the Con
gressional Record and note carefully the 
number of petitions presented both in the 
Senate and House in f:wor of a national 
Sunday law he would not feel quite so 
ctmfident as he seems to that Mr. Blair 
may not after all be ultimately successful 
in .l,ris efforts to secure religious legis
lation. The friends of a national Sun
day law are making a "still hunt," but 
they are doing effective work, and if the 
advocates of religl.ous liberty suppose that 

agr:ees with. us that Sunday-closing laws 
are in the interests, not of temperance, 
but. of Sunday observance. That bill 
ought to be killed, and we hope the.House 
of Representatives will do it. 

IN the course of a speech to the Senate in 
introducing a bill to repeal laws providing 
for the retirement of army and other offi
cers, delivered in the Senate of the United 
States, April 23, Senator Reagan, of Texas, 
said:-· 

It seems to me we can only account for the crea
tion of privileged classes in this country, on the 
hypothesis that it is the result of a skillfully devised 
plan of those in this country who contemn the po
litical doctri~es of the illustrious Mr. Jefferson and 
his followers, who seek by this means to subvert 
our Federal system of States with reserved rights, 
and of people with reserved liberties, and on the 
wreck of this system to.establish a strong, consoli
dated, centralized Government with power to repress 
and control the popular will, and, in the interest of 
the few, to establish a Government of force and 
coercion· in the place of our present. democratic 
Government based on the consent and agreement 
of the people and States. 

In these words, Mr. Reagan has ex
pressed the greatest danger which threat
ens this commonwealth, and one which 
has already passed its inception. 

THE assumption of police power over 
the State byothe Legislature of Massachu
setts for the enforcement of the Sunday
closing of saloons, and the . earnest effoTt 
made by the· supporters of that measure 
to proselyte .. other States to the same 
dangerous policy, is still another evi
dence of the decided trend o:f;'the so-called 
"reformers" to'ward paternalism in Gov
_ernment., 

Mr. Dudley, of Boston, said) in the 
Sunday Convention, held in Washington 
last winter : ''Massachusetts determined to 

take it into her own hands to enforce her 
own laws and to control the police force; 
but in Boston was shown the force of the 
law-the power behind it. . It has 
been claimed that this is an interference 
with the local government, but it is not. 
;Fifty-nine out of every si:ldy of. these con
victions are for violations of the Sunday 
law, and only one for a violation of the 
city law." 

Thus is shown the growjng tendency to 
place the powers which are legitimately 

·municipal ·in character, in the hands of 
the Legislatures, and those which should 
·be in the province of the Legislature 
solely, to the general Congress. And so 
they would usher in the age of Bellamy
is·m-not only "looking backward," but 
actually going backward, politically, in 
an attempt to establish the " United Pa
triarchate of America." 

THE mischief of Sunday laws is agam 
illustrated by a case out in Indiana. Mr. 
C. W. Cook keeps a hotel at New Haven. 
Some time ago he allowed the agent of 
the Toledo Automatic Cigar Company to 
put up on the outside of his house one of 
those little machines into which one drops 
a nickel and gets a cigar. On Sunday 
April20, somebody dropped a nickel into 
i;he thing, got a cigar and smoked it. Mr. 
Cook knew nothing about it, had nothing 
to do with the machine himself, nor has 
he any of the profits of it at all, but simply 
allowed the owner of it to place it there, yet 
he was prosecuted for Sunday desecration. 
A change of yenue was secured, and the 
case was tried in Ft. Wayne. After de
liberating all night the jury brought in a 
verdict of guilty with a fine of one dollar 
and costs, and the costs amounted to over 
fifty dollars. 

This well illustrates the value of Sun
day laws. All they are worth, or that 
they ever were worth; is simply to give a 
chance to meddlesome bigots to pester, or 
vent their spite upon, their neighbors. 
This is the only earthly thing that Sun
day laws are used for now, and it is the 
only thing they ever will be used for; and 
if the Sunday-law advocates get the laws 
enacted which they so long for, this sim
ply illustrates ih a very mild way, what 
will be the fruit of them. 
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T:HosE who insist that some species of 
religious instruction shall be incorporated 
int<t our public~school system, may not in
tend the ·result; yet they . are taking just 
the· ~ourse most likely to destroy the sys
tem altogether, since they demand of it 
what it cannot consistently do. Secular 
inst.ruction is the utm<;>St limit to which 
the system can be reasonably extended.
lndependent. 

't'HE home and the church are the pro:eer 
places for; moral and religious training, 
i10t' the State free schools. These schools 
are. for secular, training, to prepare for 
intelligent citizenship, heroic manhood, 
and forlife work. . The Stl:\te educates for 
its own support and protection, not for 
the. future of. man or boy after death; not 
to make Christians, Jews, or Mormons, 
but to make good citizens, noble patriots, 
and wise men.-Oommercial Gazette, Bal
timore, Maryland. 

" ALL crime against the State," says 
Rey. W. J. Coleman, "is an open sin 

. against God." If this were true, it would 
follow that the State can require nothing 
wrong, and forbid nothing that is right. 
It would also follow. that the three He
brews. who refused to fall down before the 
great image which Nebuchadnezzar set 
up, were guilty of sin; that Daniel sinned 
in praying to God when forbidden so to. 
do by the king; and that the apostles 
and :martyrs l()f Jesus also sinned when 
th~y chose to obey God rather than men. 
God has ordaimid civil government; he 
did, this when he created wen and placed 
the.m tog!:lther in families and eommuni-

. ties; and when goverm:hents confine them-

NEW YORK, JUNE 5, 1890. . 
selves to their proper sphere it is sin to 
resist their authority; but when they enter 
the domain of morals and assume to rule 
in things pertaining to God, they put 
themr;elves in the place of God, and must 
be disobeyed by all who would remain 
loyal to God. It is this principle· alone 
that justifies the martyrs; any other re
duces them to the level of criminals who 
suffered justly, condemned alike by God 
and man. 

The Bennett Law. 

THE Bennett law of Wisconsin has ex
cited much discussion not only in that 
State but throughout the country. This 
law was enacted last year, going into effect 
April18, 1889. The object of the law is 
to compel all the children between the ages 
of seven and fourteen years, to learn the 
English language. Every such child is 
compelled t6 ·attend school where the 
teaching is in English, ''not less than 
twelve weeks in each year" under penalty 
of a fine o'f '' not less than three dollars 
nor niore than twenty dollars " for each 
offense; '' and failure for each week o·r 
portion of a week on the part of any per
son to eomply with the provisions of th~s 
act shall constitute a distinct offense." 
Section 5 reads as follows:-

No school shall be regarded as· a school under this 
act, unless there shall be taught therein, as part 
of the elementary educatiqn of children, reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and United States History, in 
the English language. 

. This law has incurred the open and de
termined opposition of the whole Lutheran 
body in the State, assisted by that portion 
of the Roman Catholics who· speak Ger
man or other foreign tongues. The Lu
therans seem to be the leaders in the con-
test. Illinois has a similar law, only worse ' 
if anything, .anathe Bennett-law contest in 
Wisconsin has awakened a inuch more 
active opposition to the Illinois law. The 
cause is one in botll' States. · 

In several papers that have discussed 
this matter we have noticed a singular 
misapprehension of the question at issue, 

NUMBER 23 . 

and a misstatement of the reasons of the 
opposition. 

1. The opposition is not to tlw public 
school in any sense .. The Lutherans main
tain the perfect right of the public school 
to exist; and willingly pay ~heir propor
tion of the public-school taxes. 

2. The opposition is not to the use, nor 
the teaehing, of the English language in 
the public schools. The Lutherans cheer
fully admit the right of the public school 
to teach the English language. 

3. The opposition is not to the English 
language itself, nor to its use. The op
ponents of the Bennett law do not prohibit 
their children from either learning or 
speaking the English language. They 
know full well that their children will 
learn English. They know that in the 
nature of things they cannot live very 

. long in this country without learning it. 
They _teach it in their schools, and speak 
it, and write it, upon occasion. 

BUT, 

While admitting all this, they deny that 
the public school may teach religion, 
much less the religion which they believe; 
and they maintain their own exclusive 
right to teach their own religion to their 
own children, in their own schools, at 
their own expense, in their own native 
language, if they choose. 

While maintaining the right of the 
public school to exist, they maintain like
wise the right of the parochial school to 
exist . 

While cheerfully paying their propOl'
tion of taxes in support of the public 
school, they maintain their right to pay 
what they please for the support of their 
own private school. 

While they maintain the right of the 
State to use and to teach the English lan
guage in the State school, they maintain 
their own right to use and to teach the 
German, or any other language, in their 
own school. 

While they cheerfully admit the right 
of the public to establish and main
tain tho public school, tlwy deny the 
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right of the public to turn their private 
schools into public schools. For that, in 
one sentence, is what the Bennett law 
means, and the Illinois law also. 

The ·Bennett law requires that. every 
child between the ages of seven and four
teen years shall attend school such period 
of time, . not less than twelve,. nor more 
than tw~nty-four weeks, in each year, as 
'' shall be fixed " ·'' by the Board of Educa
tion, or Board of Directors of the city, town · 
or district;" '' and such Boards shall, at 
least ten days prior to the beginning ofsuch 
periods publish the time or times of at
tendance." 

The Illinois law requires that the chil
dren shall attend school "at least sixteen 
weeks," with a penalty of not less than 
one dollar, nor more than twenty dollars 
"for every neglect." " But if the person 
so neglecting, shall show to the satisfaction 
of the Board of Education or of Directors 
that such child has attended for a like 
period of time a private di:!Jy school, ap
proved by the Board of Education or Di
rectors of the city, town, or district in 
which such ··child resides, etc., then such 
penalty shall not be incurred." 

.The ·only effect of these laws is to make 
every private school a public school. The · 
use of the term ''private school" in the 
sections quoted is a misnomer; because 
when the public fixes the time or times of 
attendance at the school, and fixes what 
shall be taught there and how; when what 
is done must be '' to the satisfaction " of 
the public authorities, and must be "ap
proved" by the public authorities, then 
such schools are no longer private in any 
proper or legal sense of the word. 

Yet these laws do not openly propose 
the abolition of the private schools, they. 
only mildly propose to confiscate them
to turn them into public schools at private 
expense. These two States generously 
grant the right of the churches to estab
lish church schools; but when the schools 
are once established, then the States merely 
assert the authority to turn them into State 
schooJs at the churches' expense. The 
effect of these laws therefore is as clearly 
confiscation of property as need be. The 
State lays a public tax, collects it, and 
uses it under its own direction in the work 
of the public school. The people who 
hold church schools pay their proportion 
of the tax levied by the State. They pay 
all that the State asks. But besides this 
they as church members organize schools 
of their own in which to teach their own 
c:Q.iidren the religion in which they believe, 
and whatev@r else they may choose ; they 
use their own money to pay teachers, to 
build school-houses, etc. Then the State 
steps up and demands, "I must have all 
this too. These schools must be under my 
control ; the teaching there must be to my 
satisfaction; in short they shall not be 
counted schools at all unless you teach 
there what I say shall be taught, and as I 
say it shall be taught. In other . words, 

and to be plain about it, you- must spend 
youi· money and teach your children as I 
choose and as I direct." 

That is precisely what these laws mean. 
The· confiscation of the money and prop
erty however is a very small item, as com
pared with the usurpation of the place, 
and the authority of the parent and the 
Church. These laws are identical in effect, 
and almost identical· in word, with a. bill 
introduced in the New York Legislature, 
January 16, 1890, which the U ilion League 
0lub unanimously denounced as " a dan
gerous and vicious bill," and " in tlie line 
of the most vicious class of legislation 
with which we are affiicted;" and which 
met the death it deserved, and which it is 
to be hoped is everlasting. Any private 
or church school that obeys these laws 
thereby consents to the State's assumption 
of authority to control the school, and 
dictate in its affairs. And if the State 
can say what any church or association of 
parents shall teach to their own children, 
and how it shall be taught, then there is 
no longer any such thing as parental or 
church authority to teach anything except 
at the direction and dictation of the State. 
The State has no more right to say what 
shall be taught in a private school, than a 
private individual has to say that his 
private views shall be taught in the public · 
school. The State has not a particle more 
right to say what shall be taught in a 
church school, than a church has to say 
what shall be taught in the public school. 

These are the grounds, and these . th.e 
basic reasons, of the opposition to these 
laws in Wisconsin and Illinois. It is in 
<lefense of the American principle of the 
rights of the people, and of the Christian 
principle of religious liberty. 

These compulsory school J.aws of Wis
consin and Illinois have not a scintilla of 
justice to rest upon. · The principle is that 
of absolutism, the laws are but the asser
tion of it, and the defense of the laws is 
but the defense of it. We have read ev
erything we could get hold of on the sub
ject, from the laws themselves and Gov
ern.or Hoard's speech, to whatever else we 
could find on either side of the question, 
and we have found the principle of the 
laws and the defense of them to be abso
lutism only; and in all that has been said in 
defense of them we have not yet found a 
single valid reason. 

As we have shown, the laws logically 
assert the right of the State to say that 
neither the parent nor the Church shall 
teach anything to the children except at 
the direction and dictation Of the State, 
and so argue that the State is absolute. 
All the advocates of the laws have not as
serted openly and in plain terms that this 
is so, but some of them have.. The words 
of one such we give. The -Chicago Trib
une of April 8, 1890, gives the words of 
Mr. William C. Goudy, a well-known law
yer and political leader, as follows:-

The State has the power over its citizens. The 
State may f1)en abolish the relations betw~n parent 

and child, though as to the result of such an aot I 
do not care to speak. The faot is that the law does· 
interfere with the custody of children. ·Time and 
again•children are taken away from both father 
and mother. 

It. is true enough that where parents 
maltreat a· child, the State may, in fact it 
must, exercise its protective power in be
half of the child. Protection. of the rights 
of the subject is what the ~tate is for; and· 
it must protect a child as well as a man. 
But it is only the assertion of . the right
fulness of tyranny to argue from that the 
right of the State to abolish the relations 
betwBen parent and child. It is a wicked 
spirit that turns the doing of a favor, into 
authority for an assertion of· power-to 
make the exertion of a ·protective power 
in an exceptional case, the authority to 
assert a commanding or dictatorial power 
in all cases. 

Further it is gravely argued that it is 
necessary to '' the peace and safety of the 
Stat~" that the State shall compel all the 
German and other children of foreign 

. tongues. to learn the English language. 
And it is America that says it. Well now, 
if all the people of lllinois and Wisconsin 
both should speak German, or Latin, or 
even Choctaw, we should like to know 
what calamity could threaten the peace 
and sa:fety of either of the States from 
that source. Is every person necessarily a 
thief, or a murderer, or an outlaw who 
does not speak the English language ? Is 
the peace or safety of States or commu
nities never disturbed or threatened by 
people who speak English ? 

But if it is necessary to the peace and 
and safety of the State that all the chil
dren of foreign tongues shall learn to read 
and write and speak English, why is it not 
ne"cessary that the parents shall learn it 
also ? Why jeopardize the peace and 
safety of the State ·all these years till all 
the parents die who do not speak English, 
and all the children learn to speak, read, 
and write English:? Why is it not neces
sary, yea, much more necessary, that the 
parents be compelled to learn English. as 
well as the children? Or is it a fact that 
the peace and safety of the State are en~ 
dangered only by the children, and ·'by 
such of them only as are between the ages 
of seven and fourteen years? 

Besides, upon: the theory of these taws 
that English can be learned only in school, 
not to compel the parents to use English 
is to continue the greatest possible hin~ 
drance to the children's learning to use it. 
So long as the parents are suffered to use. 
German in the home, .in the shop,· in the 
field, everywhere, it will be almost an 
interminable task, succes~:~fully to get the 

·children to learn it. Why then do not 
Wiscons1n and Illinois go about this work 
in the right way? Why not adopt the 
plan that will positively assure speedy 
and certain, and permanent results? Why 
does not each of these States enact a law 
-doubtless Mr. Bennett for Wis(}onsin, 
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and America for lllinois, could easily 
frame the laws-declaring that after a 
certain time, say three or six months, 

·everybody in the State lilhall use the En
glish language exclusively, or else have 
his tongue cut. out? 

That will bring the result, and speedily, 
which· these preeent laws aim to secure. 
We know it will, for it has been tried 
with perfect· success. Some years ago a 
certaijn province of Turkey spoke another 
th~n ; the Turki.sh language, This was 
deem~d :not to. be good for the State. 
Ther~£ore a decree went forth that after a 
cer.tain time whoever should speak any 
laJ;~.gUI'tge hq.t the Turkish should have his 
tongtJ.e cut out. · A.nd we have it from a 
person who was there that the thing 
work~d splt~ndidly. It is true some of the 
people lost 'their tongues, but what was 
:tl:lat, in ·vi~w of the immense result. ac
complished~the peace and safety of the 
State! 

A.n.d· just now, even in this present 
month, that most excellent ruler, that fa-

. thei of his 'country, the Czar of all the 
Russias, has issued an edict; abolishing the 
F'innish tongue and establishing the Rus
sian bnly, in all the schools in Finland. 
We are not informed what penalties are 
attached to the law, but undoubtedly the 
mildness of temper that is characteristic 
of this model ruler will be expressed in 
penalties at the most no heavier than are 
those of these kindred laws in Wisconsin 
and Illinois. 

The opponents· of the· Bem1ett law in 
Wisconsin and its counterpart in Illinois 
are in the right. It is the same old con
test of justice against despotic power, of 
private rights against public wrongs, of 
the freedom of the individual against the 
despotism of the State. They are in the 
right, and we wish them unbounded suc-
cess. , . 

Will the people of these two splendid 
States conie back to the place of enlighten
ment and American civilization? Will 
they redeem themselves from. the reproach 
of Russian and Turkish despotism? We · 
earnestly hope they will. A. '1' • .r. 

Senator Blair's Educational Bill. 

SENATOR BLAIR is attempting some very 
dangerous experiments, in the name of 
learning and religion. His Educational 
Bill is of. doubtful utility, and of more 
than doubtful expediency. · There is no 
evidence that education will be perma
nt:mtly benefited by putting the Federal 
Government in control of it, and aiding it 
for a fixed terin of years out of the Federal 
treasury. · The people should sustain p.op
ular · education for its own · sake. Our 
Government rests upon the intelligence 
of the ma~ses, but itis a vohmtary intelli
gence,. Thi:l fitness of the • people for self
go~~tninent lies· hi their voluntary en
lightenment. ·When they ·teach a point 
at whi<lli the . Government has to., force 

them to fit themselves for self-government, 
there will be danger abroad that larger 
statesmanship than Blair's will have to 
deal with. His measure tends to reduce 
the spirit of self help amongst the people, 
to turn their faces toward Washington, 
and look to· the Federal Government for 
that which they should do for themselves. 
In this sense the help he intends to give 
to popular education will hurt it more 
than it has ever been hurt before. Edu
cation is as much the personal concern of 
every American as is obedience to the 
laws which all have made. Pride in him
self, in his citizenship, in his country, is 
the proper motive for supporting public 
schools and general culture, and for this 
Mr. Blair's aims will be a sorry substitute. 
-San Francisco Alta. 

The Public-School Qllestion. 

THE common schools are our national 
idol. Like all idols this American tute
lary genius exercises a peculiar spell over 
its votaries and has the faculty of stupe
fying and stultifying them ad libitum. A. 
most glaring instance of over-zeal and 
folly in this noble cause is the recent leg
islation of Wisconsin and Illinois against 
the parochial schools which abound in 
those States. 

These two State have ·an immense Lu
theran population, which has come mostly 
from Germany and northern Europe. 
They are people of enlightened and ear-· 
nest religious convictions, many of them 
having come here to enjoy, unhampered 
by statecraft and uncorrupted by ration
alism, their pure, evangelical, Protestant 
faith. To inculcate this precious faith in 
their children is with them one of the pri
mary functions of the Christian Church, 
a duty to which she cannot be derelict. 
Hence they maintain at great expense in 
every congregation, a parish school in 
which for the first hour of every day the 
children receive instruction in the Qhris
tian religion. 

They have no hostility to our common 
schools. They laud them as one of the 
noblest products and supports of the State. 
They are perfectly willing to be taxed for 
their maintenance, although deriving lit
tle direct profit from them. They are 
accustomed to send such of their children 
as can prosecute a further course of study, 
to the higher grades of the public schools, 
where their primary training is found 
quite equal to that furnished by the public 
school. They have not in a single instance 
asked for a portion of the school fund. In 
cities where, by co-operation with the Ro
manists, they could easily have succeeded 
in getting e~emption from school taxes, or 
securing a fair portj,on of· the fund, they 
have repelled with scorn the proposal for 
united action, protesting that in this mat
ter they had nothing in common with Ro
man Catholics. But while in the fullest 
accord with the American school system, 

they recognize that it is purely and neces
sarily secular, that the all-important ele
ment of true education is absolutely ex
oluded. Hence they propose to supplement 
State education with Christian education; 
and very properly this supplement comes 
first in order, since all admit that the 
earliest religious impressions become the 
deepest arid most abiding. The hearts and 
minds of the children are filled with the 
knowledge of divine truth, and then the 
State may take charge of their further in
struction. 

A.ll this, it must be acknowledged, is at 
once accordant with the purest patriotism, 
and the best type of Christianity. A.nd 
so far, the State could have no possible 
pretext for breaking up these parish 
schools. But a pretext is offered on .the 
score of language. Many of these people 

·have not been long enough in this country 
t? have acquired the English language. 
A.nd some communities are so exclusively 
made up of Germans or Scandinavians 
that the vernacular which they brought 
with them to this country still prevails, 
and it is said that. there are even natives 
who cannot read, write, or understand 
English. There is, again, no opposition 
to the use of English. Dear as is the 
mother tongue which embalms the hal
lowed traditions and associations of a peo
ple, the hymns and the prayers of their 
religion, these new comers are sufficiently 
intelligent to understand the significance 
of their American citizenship to their 
children-and that to contend with others 
in the race of life, they must master the 
language of the country. A.nd whoever 
saw a young German or Scandinavian 
that was not eager to speak English, no 
matter how much amusement was caused 
by his broken efforts ? 

Whenever it is practicable, the parish 
schools teach some of the branches in 
English. In many of them it is the me
dium of instruction for half the day, and 
the children outside the school room speak 
almost exclusively English. Yet as large 
bodies of emigrants continue to arrive, 
forming new communities and· churches, 
cases continue to arise where a suitable 
teacher who can use English as the me
dium of instruction cannot be found, or 
where the children are as yet so absolutely 
ignorant of English, that to use that lan
guage as the medium of instruction would 
be the height of absurdity. You might 
as well make Greek the vehicle of instruc
tion in our· primary schools. 

Yet this is just what these political 
wiseacres say must be done-the element
ary branches must be taught in English, 
whether the children can understand a 
word of it or not, whether the teacher.is 
capable of using it, or whether he is not. 
The police are to drag the children out of 
the Christian schools, where there is no 
English taught, and ·force them into the 
schools of the State, even though they un
. derstand not a word that is uttered there. 
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If only an amendment had been added re
quiring these statesmen to do the teaching 
under these conditions for the first year, 
there would soon have followed a call for 
an · extra session of the Legislature to 
abolish this crude and· hasty measure. 

The American people are as sensible 
and just as they are practical, and one 
may confidently predict that such enact
ments, when properly understood, will 
not have the sanction of a sober public 
opm10n. Apart from the impossibility of 
instructing children through .the vehicle 
of an unknown tongue, such an expedient 
is doomed to failure even a,s a means of 
making them English. The results may 
be seen in half the counties of Pennsyl
vania, where English has been the lan
guage of instruCtion for fifty years, and 
where persons can be found whose parents 
and grandparents were born in this coun
try, and who are still unable to spea~, 
write, or understand English. They at
tended the English schools, but not un
derstanding what was taught they never 
learned English or anything else. Though 
not among our worst elements, could they 
have had the instruction of parish schools 
in their vernacular, they would be far 
more intelligent th~n they are. 

If Americans could for a moment put 
themselves in the place of these pious for
eigners, who by common consent consti
tute a most peaceable, intelligent and 
thrifty class, tney must look upon this 
legislation as a wanton and cruel invasion 
of their sacred right to educate their off
spring in the best manner possible under 
the abnormal and temporary conditions. 
No American community would submit 
for one hour to such an outrage. 

Some of these Germans have probably 
fled from the intolerance of Russia, which 
forces the Russian tongue into the schools 
of the Baltic Provinces. Invited to this 
country as offering the fullest civil and 
religious liberty, how bitter must be the 
disappointment which finds here· the same 
spiri~, the same politics, the same heartless 
disregard of circumstances and of rights. 

But the' saddest aspect of these laws is 
the revelation they make of the godless 
spirit that rules the State. The beliefs 
ahd the morals of Christianity, we have 
heard times without number, are the pal
ladium of our free institutions. Here 
now are evangelical churches providing a 
thorough Christian culture for their chil
dren, infusing into their minds the eternal 
principles of private and. public virtue, 
and the State with iron hand breaks in the 
door and demands to know what is being 
taught in ~these schools. The answer is, 
" The doctrines of the gospel, and what
ever besides will help to make good citi
zens;'' "In'what language are you doing 
it ?'" ''In ·the only language at our com
mand." ' '' OuT . WITH .. THIS . ' BUSINESS! 
This.· is an 'English· country,· arnd unless 
·you teach English your school must stop." 
· ·· And so we are going! Whither, 0 

whither, tell me where? We are fain to 
speak of this as a Christian country. We 
hear oft(m that Christi~:uiity is the com
mon law of the land. We are even now 
passing a bill in the national Legislature 

. to enforce the observance of "the Christ
tian Sabbath." To some well-meaning 
people only one thing is lacking to make 
this in form as it already is in fact a 
Christian Nation, and that is to write the 
name of Jesus Christ across the national 
Constitution.-Prof. E. J. Wolf, in Chris
tian at Work. 

Simple Tyranny. 

THE public-school system, existing in 
the several States of the Union, is directly 
the creation of State authority, and is 
maintained and enforced by compulsory 
taxation. TJ:w object is to meet a great 
practical want in the way of popular ed
ucation that otherwise would not be ade
quately met. There can be no doubt 
either as to the necessity or as to the wis
dom ·of the system considered with refer
ence to the end had in view. The ques
tion whether the education, thus provided 
for, shall be simply secula.r, or shall, in 
addition thereto, include some element or 
elements of religious teaching, is the vexed 
question that has for years been the bone 
of contention in our public-school system, 
and that now really constitutes its great
est peril. 

We have never had but one opinion on 
this subject, and have given full expression 
thereto, as occasion has called for it. We 
do not believe it to be the legitimate prov
ince of any State, as·such, to engage in any 
species of religious propagandism, whether 
in the public school or elsewhere. A State, 
in order to do this, must first have a 
State religion, and, of course, must au
thoritatively determine what it shall be, 
and what it shall embrace; and having pro
ceeded thus far, it must then, in order to 
give the idea a practicable form, compel 
the people through a tax levy to pay the 
expense of teaching the religion, whether 
they believe in its truth or not. The 
mere statement of the idea ought to be 
sufficient to refute it with the American 
people. 

An American State ·cannot consistently 
extend its public-school system, supported 
by general taxation, and regulated by law, 
beyond the purely secul~r field of educa
tion; and those who demand that it shall 
do more than this are making war upon 
the Ol}ly system that comes. within the 
province of the State. Our public-school 
system niust be purely secular in its in
struction, or.bf) abandoned altogether, un
less the people .a,re prepared .to.have t1le 
State in its. organic power become a relig- . 
ions. propagandist. · 

We desir.e. to preserve and pe;petuate 
the systm:n o.n the only. ba~>is that is p:vac
ticable,,, and hen.c~ utterly di!!!l;!e:Q.t alike 
from those O~tholics and those Protes.tants 

who would ,use the public schools for re
ligious purposes. Not a dollar of the pub
lic money should be thus expended. No 
man should be required by law to paJ'a 
solitary penny for religious propagandism. 
Such a requirement is simply tyranny.
The Independent. 

Where the Difficulty Lies. 

PROFESSOR BLAISDELL, of Beloit Col
lege, Wisconsin, in The Christian Union 
of May 8, criticises the decision of the Su
preme Court of that State on the Bible in 
the schools. He raises the same cry as 
other enemies of the public school, that 
the public school is thus made godless, 
and says:- 1 

There are multitudes of thoughtful people in 
Wisconsin who will say, If information about a 
Supreme Being, and addressed to the highest and 
most productive sentiments in the school training of 
my children is to be ruled out of our schools so that 
they become godless and morally colorless, we will 
have our parish schools. 

Very well, such persons had better have 
their parish schools than to have the pub
lic school turned into a parish school. 
They had better teach their own children 
the religion which they want them to be 
taught, at their own expense, than to un
dertake to do it at other people's expense. 

To talk about the public schools being 
thus made morally colorless is another 
piece of sophistry, because those very per
sons claim that the religion to be taught 
shall not be dogmatic, nor sectarian. It 
must be of such a kind as that all may re
ceive it with equal favor. And to demand 
that in a community where there are many 
different views, and where every man is 
free to think for himself, is only to de
mand that the teaching shall be morally 
colorless. The objection that the public 
schools &re ~ade godless and morally col
orless, is a fraud. There is riot a particle 
of fairness in it, and those who make it 
must know it, because it is difficult to 
conceive how men who can write as intel
ligently as these, can be so dull _as not to 
detect the sophistry of their own argu
ment. 

The Professor next objects to the decis
ion because if it is sound, then the State 
cannot teach religion in its asylums, for 
the blind, 'the deaf and the insane. Then 
he begins to beg his question by appealing 
to the sympathies of the people for these 
unfortunates. But that is no objection to 
the decision. If the State has the right 
to teach religion in its asylums and in the 
penitentiaries, then it has a right to teach 
it in the· public schools. If it is right to 
teach it. in the public schools, it is right 
to teach it everywhere else. The trouble 
is that those who argue this way miss the 
whole point, .and that is, .that itis impos
sible ·for the State to teach religion. .Be
fore the State can.teach religion, ithas to 
have a religion to be tanght. And as the 
Supr~m~ Court of Ohio justly saiQ. :-
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To be sure it does, so far as any teach- The Sphere of Legislatl.on. Properly speaking, there is no s~ch thing as re
ligion of the State. What we mean by tha~ p~r~e 
is. the religion of some individual or 'set of mdlvl1-
uals taught· or enforced by the State. The State 
can have no religious opinions, and if it undertakes 
t~ . enforce the teaching of such opinions, they 
must .be the opinions of some natural J?erson or 
class of persons. If it embarks in this business, 
whose opinion shall it adopt?" 
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All that the State ever can do is to give 
a certain class of persons the power to 
force their views in religion upon others 
at the. public expense. But the State had 
a good deaJ better let that be done at the 
expense of those who want to teach that 
doctrine. It is clear that the State can
riot· do it without at once making a dis
tin~tion between its citizens and establish
ing' A preference in religious. things, which 
is only to establish a certain religion. • 

·To the parent and the Church is com
niitted by .the .Lord the . task of teaching 
religion. It is the place and the duty of 

· the' \:ChJJ.rch to carry to the ,unfort;mate 
'tho 'consolations of religio'n, and even to 
criminals the hope of being. made right
"oJJ.s. But the Professm: argues that es
pecially in the asylums for the deaf and 
bii-nd, ''young children are gathered for 
four, six, e'ight, or ten years in the form
ing period of life." The idea is that these 
young children need careful training in re
ligion and ;as the State has a~sumed charge 
of them that therefore if they get such 

' ' 
~raj1;1ing, the State must give it. We 
f~.re. willing to admit that these young 
children blind or .deaf, should be taught re-. --, ,, - -

ligicm and. should be. trained in. righteous
ness but as it is only the parent and the .. ,, , 
Church to whom this wol·k has ever been 
co~mitted, it is they only who can_ do it. 
If. the parents fail to do it, then it is the 
place o'f the Church to _do it. If the 
Church fails to do it, then it goes undone 
because the State cannot do it. 

. The . difficulty in this whole matter is 
th~;tt . the Church in this .and a good m~ny 
oth~r things, has proved 1:ecrearit to her 
trust and has deplorably failed to do 
''' the. very. work which belongs to her, 

which God ll.as committed to her, and 
which the· failure to do i~;J a disgrace to 
her. , And having done this, it is a poor 
plea for the Chmch to stand up and in
sist that the State shall teach religion to 
the chi1dren, and that the State shall not 
le~ve them godless w~n: she herself, 
th;ough the _failure to teach them there· 
ligion of Christ l1as left th('lm godless. 

Next the Professor mentions the reform 
~chool ~11d the . penitentia~y, and of the 
latter sttys :-

There is a penitentiary at Waupun, in the heart 
of . our beautiful State! whither go up under 
sentence· of these cou,rts, anq . amid the . deep 
solicitude Of , OUr people, :five hundred vigorOJlS 
young men annuitlly to be recovered to citizenship, 
a -problel;U 0oncEl!;ning which the perha,ps m~t suc
cess.ful and ~xpevienced criri:tihaJ.<officer in America 
say$,' '' t kd~w of. no~hin:g :w:qicP,' wi)l solve .the 
prob_lem o;fpenal discipline but ~he··. t:el.i.gion:of ;Tesus 
CJ:itistY This decision, if it means anythmg, haz
ard~ the bltnishmen:t of the teligiori not only of 
Jes~s Christ, but. of any religion; whatever from 
that prison. ' 

ing by the State is concerned. But it does LEGISLATION can deal only with the nat· 
not preclude the Church from doing her ural affairs of man. The laws of a land 
work, that which is committed to her, of are restraining and compulsory, and can 
teaching these persons the religion of therefore not touch the free will of a man, 
Christ.~ By the way, does Professor Blais- to which true religion only, can come. No 
dell mean hereby to intimate that "any legal enactment can make a man honest; 
religion whatever "should be taught to but if he is found guilty of stealing, it can 
anybody, but the religion of Jesus Christ? punish him as a warning, and.for a season 
lf so, what religion should it be? and how remove him from all opportunities to steal. 
much would they be bettered? All legislation is for the protection of the 

But, aside from. this, these people do not people, to prevent the evil and unjust 
go to the penitentiary to be reformed; from molesting others in their ~ust rights. 
they are not sent there for that purpose. Beyond this it has no power. All it can 
They are sent there in punishment for the therefore do for religion, which is of every 
crimes they have committed, and that their man's own free choice, is to prevent others 
fellow citizens may be protected from fr~m interfering with him in his worship 
their further depredat:ipns. It is a false and practices according to his own con
theory-this mawkish sentimentalism- science; and to prevent zealots, who have 
that the criminal is unfortunate, and that not the .Christian love of the neighbor, 
it is misfortune that overtakes him when from molesting others. 
he is convicted of his crime and sentenced THE AMERICAN SENTINEL seems there
to the penitentiary to- pay the penalty. fore to be right in opposing religious leg
He is not unfortunate, he is bad. It is not islation. . . . All just laws are made 
misfortune, but }ustice that has overtaken for the protection of the people in all their 
him. It will not do to give the criminal just rights; of which religious liberty is 
to understand, as this theory does, that the first; but no law can enforce, or even 
his conviction and the infliction of the pen- defend, any form of religion. -Mount Joy, 
alty: is a misfortune; It will n.,t do for Pennsylvania, Herald. 
the State to undermine its own authority, 
destroy re~pect for its own laws, and put 
a premium upon crime, by counting jus
tice a misfortune; 

We admit that the religion of Jesus 
Christ will solve the problem, not only of 
penal discipline, but of parental an~ e:
ery -other ki~d of d~scipline ; b~t ~t 1s 
impossible for the State to apply It either 
in the penal institutions or anywhere else. 
Besides if the State is to apply this rem
edy in penal institutions, why shall the 
State not apply it outside? If the State 
is to teach the religion of Jesus Christ to 
people in the penitentiary to make them 
good while they are there, and to keep 
them out when they get out, why shall 
not the State teach that religion to the 
people before they get into the peniten
tiary, and in order that they may not get 
in there ? ~ Arid if the State shall do this. 
then what is there for the Church to do, 
and what is the Church for? 

Thus, and so surely, does the State be
come a Church, and a Church the State, 
by every theo~y that would have the 
State undertake to the· slightest extent the 
w~rk of teaching religion. And every 
plea that the State shall do so is a confes
sion that the Church either has no place 
in the world, or. else has fiDrgotten her 
place. A. T. J'. 

THE American Sabbath Union Conven
tion held a. meeting in San Bernardino last 
week. The stock resolutions against Sun
day newspapers we~e . adopted. Sunday 
trains and Sunday·mails·were condemned 
of course. Those present were in earnest 
and meant what they said; but that doesn't 
help the matter any.-The Citrograph. 

--------------
Sunday-Law Campaign in California. 

WE have mentioned the political cam
paign which the Sunday-law advocates 
are carrying on to secure representatives 
pledged to enact Sunday laws. It is the 
same old trickery put in new dress. The 
following statement of The Dial gives a 
good view of the way they are doing it:-

The yery beneficent Sunday-law devo
tees have mapped out an importunate 
campaign fo;r the present season in Cal
ifornia. Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts and Mrs . 
Bateham, both of national reputation in 
the line of Sunday fanaticism, have come 
from the East to assist poor California in 
the herculean task of extricating herself 
from Sunday desecration. In addition to 
this, the local co-adjutors, male and fe
male, are training for a fight to the finish. 

Dr. Thompson, the State satellite of the 
American Sabbath Union, a few weeks 
ago laid out the plan of operations before 
the pastors of San Diego, which, in brief, 
comprised the following programme: First, 
to labor to secure recognition by one or 
both of the great political parties by Sun
day-law planks in their State platforms; 
second, failing to effect the point in this 
way, the :next step will be to work upon 
individual candidates for the Legislature. 
Faithful friends of the measure in each 
district will · interview the candidate of 
one party and if possible procure his pri
vate pledge to support a Sunday law. 
They cim say to him, "Your party is not 
committed either way, you: a:t~e at perfect 
liberty to do as you please; your posi~ion 
need not be known during the oampa1gn; 
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just privately pledge yourself to us and 
we will throw our weight in the balance 
in your favor." 

The point will be to assure the candi
date that all the church people are united 

. on this question, and will all vote for any 
one wh.o is pledged to support a Sunday 
law .. If he fail to see it in that light, he 
is to understand that he will be tabooed 
by the good people, and their support will 
be given to the other man. In this cam
paign everything political in the power of 
the sacred cirCle is to be bartered for a 
Sunday law. 

There are in the plans fo~ this campaign, 
although in the name of religion, the ele
ments of the most deceptive political 
schemes ever brought to light in the State. 
This State movement is part and parcel of 
the game for a national Sunday law, 
which in turn is a link in the National 
Reform Constitutional Amendment plot; 
arid their principal hope, all the way 
through, is based on the verdancy or 
the cupidity of politicians. They would 
loudly denounce the same principle of op
erations if brought to bear against their 
pet. projeot. The line upon 'which the 
Sunday- law politicians are working, was 
laid out at a National Reform Convention, 
held in Pittsburg, in 1874, "when Dr. 
Robert Audley Browne gave vent to the 
following sentiment:-

lie the call is for a merely "civil Sab
bath," in order that the poor workingman 
may have a day of rest and recreation. 
The ®akland · apostle of this religio
political movement, Rev. N. R. Johnston, 
even goes so far as to blandly iJlead for 
the saloon-keepers' opportunity to go to 
the picnic on Sunday: while on the other 
band the wickedness of the Sunday picnic 
has been held up as the grand reason why 
we should have a Sunday law. In his 
call for .a convention at San Jose. on the 
twentieth and twenty-first of this month; 
he shows .the religio·us character of the 
oivil Sabbath that his party is working 
for in the. folloWing language:-

The great importance of the divine institution, 
the steady growth of. opposition to it as a sacred 
day of rest, the alarming prevalence of Sabbath 
desecration, and the danger that a Continental Sun
day may displace our true American Sabbath, all 
call for combined wisdom and united efl;orts to. pro
mote Sabbath sanctification, and· to secure a right
eous civil law in our State that will tend .to ptevent 
the contemptuous disregard of our sacred day of 
rest. 

And all this in the face of the public 
representations, :riot only of Mr. Johnston 
himself, but of Mr. Crafts, Mr. Thompson, 
and the whole flock of prominent leaders, 
that all that is wanted is a civil day of 
rest, a legal holiday in the interests of 
overworked humanity. L~t the' people . 
beware of wolves in sheep's clothing. 

---~-----
A Political Revolution in Wisconsin. 

There is no more persistent man alive than the 
typical representative American office-seeker. Of 
that class, the most of thpse who have not yet found 
whether they are for Christ or not, or who are 
l'lpenly decrying this movement, are ready to be its 
firm friends as soon as they acquire wisdom to dis- THE last Wisconsin Legislature, passed 
cern the signs of the times, and are assured of its at its last session what is known as the 
speedy success, They may pull back now at the BENNETT law, making education in Wis
hind axle, or scotch the wheels of the car of prog- cousin compulsory, and enacting this pro
re.ss; but when they see it move, they will quickly vision beside:- · 
jump in to get front seats, and avow "they always 
thought it was ·a good thing." When our Master No school shall be regarded·as a school under this 
comes' into his kingdom in our beloved land, the.y act, unless there shall be taught therein as part of 
will be candidates for the foremost positions, and the elementary education of children, reading, writ
scramble with the mother of Zebedee's children ing, arithmetic, and United States history in the 
for the right or left hand places in the kingdom. English language. 

This shows the character of the weapons Upon its face this provision might seem 
they propose to use, and the programme to be fair enough, but, closely considered, 
proposed for the California cawpaign it is found to embody featurew replete . 
shows the deceptive manner in which the with mischief.. The Stat.e of Wisconsin 
weapons are to be secured. Verily "the contains a very large foreign-born: popu
end- justifies the means" from a Sunday- lation, chiefly Germ;=m, Scandinavian, a11d 
law standpoint. When a professedly Belgian. In. many of its towns German 
Christian people begin to work in a · se- is extensively spoken; in most of the 
cret manner with such candidates as can private and parochial schools German is 
be secretly induced to barter principle for taught, 
votes, it is time for honest people to look To ·make .education compulsory, while 
with suspicion upon the object sought by denying to the. schools where children of 
such means. German pare.nts are instructed aJegal ex-

Not only is there deception proposed in istence as schools, means substantially, 
regard to the manipulation of candidates, their abolition; and if the State has. the 
but there is equally as rank deception in . right to prescribe what language shall be 
regard to the character of the " S~hhath" . taught in schools that are not maintained · 
whichitJs designed to bind upon the peo- by the State, hut supported and managed 
pie of the State. ThE) leaqers of this by .private individuals, it must also have 
movement have two propositions bef.(,lre the right to. prescribe and supervise all 
the people: To. t]le church people the very their other studies. Against such an inc 
solemn plea is made that the aacretl Sab- vasion of private rights the citizens "of 
bath is being desecrated by the ungodly .Milwaukoo' have now protested with such 
use o;f the day; while to.the general pub- vigor and effectiveness that the only thing 

to be done with the Bennett law is tore
peal it. 
· If the local authorities ~f New· York 

were to direct that Latin or Greek should 
no longer be taught in any of our colleges; 
if they undertook to furnish the text books 
of history to be used in private schools 
and to interdict all others; if they as
sumed ·to interfere with the religious 
training of the young, either in parochial 
or Sunday schools, a strong expression 
of dissent would promptly follow. The 
S.tate maintains its own schools, and there 
is no interference of any sort, sectarian or 
political, with their management; but the 
dictation of. the State cannot be permitted 
any further than in the schools which it 
suyports by taxation. 

Penal laws for the obliteration of alan
guage have been passed and cruelly. en
forced in Ireland and Poland, but they 
can have no place upon the statute books 
in this country. The people of Milwaukee 
gave their views upon the subject very de
cisively; and similar views, it is quite safe 
to say, are entertained by a majority of 
the voters of every populous community 
in the United States, where English is not 
exclusively spoken.-The Sun. 

Remarkable Language. 

THE Rev. Dr. Parkhurst used this very 
remarkable language in the course of a 
sermon last Sunday at the Madison Square 
Presbyterian Church:-

It is as much a Christian's duty to love his coun
try as his God. To an American the Stars and 
Stripes ought to be as much of his actual religion as 
the Sermon on the Mount. It is as much the duty 
of a New York Christian to go to the polls on elec
tion day as for him to go to the Lord's table on 
communion day. 

The command of Jesus is to love God 
with the whole heart, and your neighbor 
as .yourself. Therefore, love for mankind 
{ts brethren is a Christian sentiment. But 
patriotism is a restriction of that senti
ment to a man's own country. 

Great as are the '' Stars and Stripes," and· 
gloriou<; beyond measure, is a Christian 
preacher justified in calling them as much 
a part Qf religion as. the Sermon on the 
Mount, in which is contained the very 
kernel and epitome of Christianity ? They 
are for time; bt!t does not Dr. Parkhurst 
believe that the words of Jesus. are for 
eternity, for the endless ages, when the 
symbols of earthly power shall have passed 
into nothingness ? 

The duty of a Christian to go to the 
polls is a great and a high duty. He 
shares it with"the Jew and the pagan; but 
were not the Madison Square Presbyterians 
a' little startled to he{tr Dr. Parkhurst put• 
ting it . on the same religiow~· plane with · 
the duty of partaking of the t"acrame11t a,s 
distinctive of'dhristianity? , · ' · 

Snch langu:ag~ is very extraordinary. 
But Dr.· Parkhurst, it mq.st be remem
bered, is a Presbyterian of the agnostic 
variety.-The Stt-n. 
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'l'HE German Emperor makes "Sunday 
rest" the phase of the industrial question; 
which claims "the foremost attention." 
It will not be long before the Sunday-law 
question becomes not only a national but 
an international one. 

-----------------
THE Woman's Christian Temperance 

Union takes to itself ·much credit for se
curing the Illinois Compulsory Educ::ation 
law, They are entitled to all the credit 
that attaches to such a statute. The law 
is entirely worthy of its source 

THE Christian ·union says that "Few 
intelligent Christians believe that the 
earthly body has any resurr~ction." Such 
"intelligence" as that is the most serious 
kind of ignorance. Such wisdom as that 
is of that kind which by wisdom knows 
not God, at the last. The earthly body 
of Jesus Christ had a resurrection, and so 
must every one have who will ever be 
where he is. 

A CONTRIBUTOR to the Western Wave, 
of South Dakota, states that in some of 
the public schools in Grant County in 
that State "the Roman Catholic catechism 
is being taught." Those who know of 
it ought to have it stopped. The Roman 
Catholics of South Da-kota have no more 
right to use their catechism in the public 
school, than the Protestants of Wiscon
sin have to use the King James version of 
the Bible in the public school. · 

IN defense of the Bennett law, Governor 
Hoard cites the fact that some persons 
who could not understand English had 
been seduced into signing what they sup
posed were contrac~s to sell patent rights 
or something of that sort, while in fact 

. they had signed promissory notes for large 
amounts of money, or perhaps mortgages 
on their farms. Well, we have known 
that to be done all over the land, to peo
ple who could not understand any Ian- · 
guage but English. If the Governor's 
argument means anything, it means. that 
people who can speak, read, and write 
English are thereby made safe from being 
deceived or swindled. That is giving 
rather more virtue to the English· lan
guage than it had ever yet been krtown 
to display. But perhaps the idea is in-

tended to be conveyed that the BennettJaw 
gives to the English language this virtue. 
If so then the. argument has at least one 
merit, it is .the only rea:l p()int that has yet 
been made in fav~r of that law. 

THE Hon. J. M. Palmer, late .United 
States minister to Spain, adopted in Spain, 
and brought honie with him, a Spanish 
boy. As the Spanish nurse. who had en
gaged to, come was hindered; at the last 
moment, Mr. Palmer waited in this city 
until another could come from Spain; 
because, he says, he desires that conversa
tion with the child shall be wholly in 
Spanish, and that his instruction shall be. 
in that language also. It is a good thing 
that Mr. Palmer lives in Michigan, instead 
of Wisconsin or Illinois. Otherwise, he 
might soon find himself undergoing pros
ecution for not giving the child instruction 
in English, and for not causing the child 
t® forget the-Spanish language as soon as 
possible. 

SUNDAY evening, May 11, Rev. Theo. 
Clifton, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, deliv
ered a lecture on ''What Protestants May 
Learn from Catholics," in. which he said:-

They [the Catholics] must give to support their 
work. They dare not do otherwise -for fear the 
priest will send them. to hell. When I have gone to 
a millionaire to get a few hundred dollars for the 
support of our cause, and have been refused, I have 
sometimes wished for the power of the priest to say 
to him, ." Give me a hundred thousand dollars or 
here you go." 

That is just about the size of it. That 
is a very fair illustration of what Protest
ant preachers learn from Roman Catholic 
priests, and of 'how they learn it. The 
trouble is, they are learning too much 
from this source. Woe to the people 
when these men get the power to practice 
what they are learning. Mr. Clifton is a 
Congregationalist. 

THE Canadian Supreme Court has just 
decided that in the works of Victor Hugo 
there is nothing immoral, even though 
they may be condemned by the Roman 
Catholic Church. The case grew out of 
the refusal of certain Catholic booksellers 
of Montreal to fulfill a contract which 
they had made to supply a customer with 
Hugo's works, on the ground that as 
Catholics they could not sell works con
demned by the church. The court very 
properly held that the Congregation of the 
Index, or any other congregation,- could 
not make laws annulling • the legal con
tracts between its own . members and 
outside parties. The Catholic Review 
of this city complains that this is sim-· 
ply a Protestant decision and that it 
places 'the booksellers in. a dilemma: they 
must "commit a grievous sin by dealing 
in prohibited books, 0r they·lose heavily 
by breaking their . contract." This, the 
Review thinks, ''only illustrates a plain 
but much"obscured fact, .that Church 
and State cannot ignore each other, even 

if they would." It is evident that the ed
itor of the · Gathol·ic Review would like to 
see ''the Qhurch" clothed with power to 
revoke 'civil co.ntracts just as she used to 
do in tlie palmy days of the Inquisition. 
The bopkseller was not obliged to make 
that contract; but having voluntarily en
tered into such a contract it was only jm;- · 
tice that he should fulfill it. Let Roman 
Catholics make no such contracts, and 
they will have no suchdifficulties. No 
decr.(:le of any church can impair the obli
gation of contracts. 

--------·+-------
MANITOBA has adopted a law by which 

it is proposed that from the first day of 
May and forward, the schools shall be 
public schools, and eo conducted as to be 
without offense to Catholic or Protestant; 
in short, unsectarian. Accordingly in
structions were given as follows:-

On the first of M;ay the Catholic school board will 
"cease to exist and the Protestant school board will 
become the publi~ school board of the city. The 
members of the Protestant school board will con
tinue in the office of public school trustees for the 
remainder of their re~pective terms. After the 
first o! May all moneys due to the Catholic school 
board on the levy of 1890 will belong and be pay-

, able to the public school board. 

This is to say, that the public schools of 
Manitoba shall henceforth be Protestant 
public schools, and that they shall be un
sectarian Protestant schools. This is the 
same kind of public schools that those 
people· in this country want, wlio are 
clamoring for the teaching of religion in 
the public schools. 

SoME .time ago we mentioned the pam
phlet "Bible ·PrinCiples and the Union of 
Church and State," issued by the London 
branch of the Pacific Press. We had then 
received only a sample copy. We are 
glad to announce that w~ have the pam
phlet now- in stock and. can fill orders 
promptly. Aside from the Bible princi
ples, which are universal, there is much 
in this pamphlet that is of interest to the 
people of the United States in its excellent 
showing of some of the workings of 
Church and State when legally, orrather 
iilegally, joined. In the presence of the 
workings of the National Reform Associ
ation and its allies this book makes good 
reading for Americans. We shall present 
extracts from time to time in THE SENTI
:t:"EL; but everybody should have the-pam
phl~t. Send in your orders. Price, forty 
cent~. 
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"THE Protestants and • Catholics of 
N ewbl.1rypdrt, Massachusetts;" says the 
Converted Catholic, " are quarrelling over 
the saloon ·license. Through the efforts 
of a secret society all the licenses for that 
towii. have been granted to so~called Prot
estants, and Father Teeling, the Roman 
Catholic priest, has protested against this 
unfair discrimination." This item illus
trates the impropriety of calling Protest
ants all who are not Catholics, and of 
denominating Christian al~ who are neither 
Mohammedan nor Pagan. Of course, as 
the Converted Catholic remarks,· these 
people who have received license to sell 
liquors are not members of any Protestant 
church, but it is just as proper to call 
tht?m Protestants as it is to ca~l Christians 
hundreds. of thousands who are so called. 

--------··~------
ANOTHER evidence that the workingmen 

are not crying so loudly for Sunday laws, 
and that they are not complaining so bit
teriy of the Egyptian bondage and shtvery 
of being forced to work on Sunday as the 
Sunday-law advocates claim, is furnished 
by the Chairman of the Committee of 
Arbitration in the great Chicago strike 
which was settled lately. In: that, there 
was: no call by the workingmen for the 
stoppage of Sunday work,· there was no 
complaint about being required to work 
on' Sunday, no demand W"h?>tever for any 
release from Egyptian bondage, nor Sun
day labor. There was just this provision 
in the settlement -with regard to Sunday: 
!'Sunday work will be paid for at the rate 
of double time:" That is, wherever men 
W()rk on Sunday, they .are to have double 
wages over work done on other days .. It 
is probable that pay for Sunday work has 
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not always been at the rate of doubl.e the 
pay for work on other days; but nearly 
always more is paid for work on Sunday 
than on other days. However, whether 
that be so or not, it is certain that the 
workingmen. are not nearly as anxious 
about the question ofSunday labor, as the 
Sunday-law preachers are . 

The Rights of the People. 

IT is remarkable how everything in the 
way of State or legislative action is run
ning more and more to the theory of 
force. Even now it has reached that 
stage where it is demanded. that the peo
ple shall be forced to be religious, forced 
to be English, forced to be educated, forced 
to vote, and there is no knowing what 
next will come, nor where it will end. 

By Sunday laws and the Bible in the 
public school the people are all to be 
forced to be religious. By such as the 
Bennett ~aw in Wisconsin the. people are 
all to be forced to be English. By a com
pulsory voting law Governor Hill of this 
State, as a leading executive, and David 
Dudley Field, a leading lawyer, propose 
. that all the people shall be forced to vote. 

This theory is subversive of the Ameri
can principle of government which is the 
only true principle of civil government. 
The American principle of government is 
the principle of rights not force. This 
Government is a government of rights, 
not a government offorce-a government 
for protection, not compulsion. " Oh," it 
is said '' we fully recognize that. We do 
not propose for ·an instant to take away 
any body's rights. We simply propose to 
compel everybody to exercise his rights." 
But, the moment that government assumes 
the authority to compel a person to exer
cise his rights, that moment it robs him 
of all his rights. For who is to compel 
the minority to exercise their rights?
The majority of course. But if the ma
jority may compel the minority to exer
cise their ri~hts, then that majority have 
the equal right to. compel· the minority~ 
to exercise those rights ·as the majority 

NUMBER 24. 

say. Such a proceeding annihilates con
stitutional government, and substitutes 
only the government of the mob. The 
very idea of a constitution is sacredly and 
safely to guard the rights of the minority 
against even the slightest encroachment 
of the majority; whether it be in an at.: 
tempt to say that any person shall exer
cise his right, or an attempt to say how 
he shall exercise it. 

Any claim of the right to compel a per
son to exercise his rights necessarily car
ries with it the right to say how he shall 
exercise them. All this compulsion that 
is now advocated is claimed to be for the 
good of the State; it is claimed to be 
essential to the peace and safety of the 
State; that is of the majority. It would 
be absurd to compel a person to exercise a 
right and then leave him free to exercise 
that right to the detriment of the State. 
It would be suicidal to compel people to 
exercise their right to vote and then leave 
them free to exercise it in such a way as to 
overturn the power that does the compel
ling. It is destructive, rather than pre
servative, of the peac(') and safety of the 
State to compel people to rest and at the 
same time leave them free to hatch mis
chief. · Therefore any claim of r~ght to 
compel anybody to exercise his rights nec
essarily involves the claim of right to 
compel him to exercise them in a certain 
way. And that is only to rob him of his 
rights and his freedom altogether. 

It is true that force is the only power 
at the command of a civil goverment. But 
the only proper use that can ever be made 
of it is for protection. It is not to be used 
to compel a solitary individual to exercise 
his own rights; but to compel all to rec
ognize, and not to infringe, the rights of 
oth~rs. 

Every person in the United States has 
.the natural right to rest, and to worship, 
and to be religious, and to speak English; 
and many of theni have the political 
right to vote. Every person has the right 
to exercise those rights. And every per
son has an equal right not to exercise 
those rights. 
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Another instance· of this same spirit of 
despotic invasion of t:he rights of the peo
ple,:,is ··shown in the act. of Cougres13 em" 
po\Y~ring the Census Buri'Ja:P:.to earty·on. 
suQll: .. ~. political inquisition .as to compel 
th.e peopl!=vof)he United State to answer 
'Su.ch qU,~stioris as the following :7 

22. W1li3the:r oie· or,~he isJ suffe~ing trom acuw 
Ol'~chronic dise!Ules, with the nam~ of disflllSe and 
leJ,~JiP. q~'titl}e ~fflicted. . .·. ··· •. · · . 

2a;:Wn"'ether (lefective in mind, sight, hearing, or 
spe:ePh; or ivh.et~er crippled, maimed, or deformed, 
and name of defect. · 

24. Whether ~·prisoner, convict, l~omeless child, 
pauper. 

25 and 26. ·Is the. home you live in hired? o.r is it 
owned by the head or by a member of the family ? 

27. If owned by head or member of family, is the 
house free from mortgage encumbrance ? 

28. If the head of the family is a fal'lner, is the 
farnt whi.ch he cultivates hired ? or is it owned by 
him or by a member of his family ? 

29. If owned by head or member of family, is the 
farm free from mortgage encumbrance? 

30.. If the ho111e or farm is not owned by head or 
memJ)er of family and n1ortgaged, give the post 
office address of owner. 

When Congress, and legislatures, and 
governors, and lawyers, advocate the com
pulsory speaking of English, and compul
sory education, and compulsory voting, 
and the compulsory telling of every per
sonal ·defect and every private disease, 
it is not s0 much to be wondered at that 
preachers should advocate compulsory re
ligion. When Congress voluntarily sets 
ori foot a political inquisition it is not to 
be. greatly wondered at that the political 
preachers and churches should petition 
the same body to establish a religious in
ql;lisition also. 

Every one ·of these things is an unwar
rantable invasion of the rights of the peo
ple. 

In this Government there are rights of 
the people, separate from and above both 
the rightc; of the States and of the United 
States. · ' There is such a thing as the 
rights of· the States; there is also such a 
thing as the rights of the United States; 
and there is yet fui:ther such a thing as 
the rights . of the people. In other words 
there, are State rights, national rights, 
and personal rights; and each of these is 
separate from both the others. This is 
all recognized and expressed in t~e United 
SttJ,tes Constitution. The Constitution be
gins with the words, · 

"WE THE PEOPLE." 

Then the Ninth Amendment says :
The· enumeration in the Constitution of certain 

r-ights shall not be co~strued to deny_ or disparage 
others retained by the people. 

Then the Tenth Amendment says:-
The powers :qot delegated to the United States by 

the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are . reserved to the $fates respectively, or TO THE 

PEOPLE. 

'l'l;te makers of this Nation understood 
thiE! question thoroughly; but it is .now 
ah1:wst entirely forgotten. When will the 
people, learn once more to recognize, and 
to assert, the rights of the people ? 

.A. T. J. 

A Telling Example. Under the circumstances it is difficult 
to suppose that this man was not known 

. IN The Independe,nt of May 22, we ·find-. to be-what he was, when lie was appointed. 
the following an:uouncement :- For \Ptesiqeitt Arthur, who appointed 

A telling example of· the evil of intoxicating liq-. · him, was;;ati .. at~endant. at the very church 
UOl'S is that offered by 'the dismissal of Post-Ch~p- . or whiolifhe was a mi:rfister before b:e was 
.l~n Johll Vaughan Lewis, formerly a popul~~ mlri~ ·· appoint~d chaplain. . It is indeed a telling 
ister of St. John's Church, the, most faShiona~le:· ex.ample;< · · A. Ti J. 
church. in Washington. City, who was app6inted to · 
a chaplaip.cy in the army in 1883. He was com
pelled to1eave' his church by his unfortunate, and 
we must add, criminal habit of drinking. The 
habit pursued him· afterc he left the< church and 
whiie a chaplain in th~ a.rmy. A year ago he was 
confined in an insane asylum. for treatment, after 
having been recommended for retirement bya re
tiring board. It was hoped that the treatment 
would res\llt in a partial cm:e, so that he might be 
restored to duty; but such has not been the case, and 
an order has been issued directing his retirement 
with a year's pay. 

That is also a telling example of the 
evil of State chaplaincies.. There was a 
man dismissed from the church for drunk
enness, and then by some "influence" or 
other hocus-pocus was made a chaplain 
in the army. That is to say, he was not 
fit any longer to belong to a church, there
fore it was proper for the. State to take 
him up and give him charge of the spirit" 
ual interests and the moral· culture of its 
soldiers. 

<" 

Addicted t0 habitual drinking when l1e 
was appointed in 1883, he kept it up all 
these seven years "while a chaplain in 
the army; " and a year ago he was con
fined in an asylum for treatment, with the 
hope of "a partial cwre, so that he might 
be restored to duty." That is to say, an 
habitual drinker is worthy to be appointed 
a chaplain in the army, and so long as he 
is not entirely gone in besotted inebriety 
he is capable of performing "duty" as a 
chaplain. When, however, it·is no longer 
possible to keep. him e.ven partially sober 
then it is proper to retire him "with a 
year's pay." Eight year's pay, therefore, 
-not less than ten thousand dollars of 
public money-has been paid to this chap
lain for doing a drunkard's " duty." 

Such a · misappropriation of . public 
money however is a very smaJl item. in 
comparison with the infamouE! and stand
ing insult thus imposed upon every en
listed man in the United States A,rmy. 
For, to assume-as the appointment of 
such a character as that to the office of 
chaplain, and as the keeping of him there 
knowing him to be such, does assume
that the soldiers of the United States army 
are so low and degraded that a confirmed 
drunkard is a fit instructor .in morals and 
a proper person to take . c.harge of their 
spiritual interests, is nothing short . of an 
infamous insult imposed upon every en
listed man in the service. 

Considerable has beeri said lately about 
bettering. the condition of the enlisted 
men in the army. There is plenty of 
room for it. And the total abolition of 
the whole system of State chaplaincies in 
the army and everywhere eltie, would be 
·an excellent beginning . 

Why He Sails Under Cover. 

M .• A~ GAULT, in Christian Nation, 
April 30, says:-

Brother .Crafts is now making a tour of the West, 
but does not announce his meetings definitely, I 
presume in order that these organizers of the oppo
sition may not get on his track. 

Yes; that is what we presumed some 
time ago. · But why does he not wish 
these opponents to get on his track ? Is 
he fearful of the results of an open con
flict when overtaken by them? or doesn't 
he want such large crowds, anyway ? 
Evidently he is not advocating doctrines 
which admit of such profound reasoning 
and unanswerable arguments that those 
who have attacked him once dare not ask 
him any questions after that. On the 
contrary, lw seems anxious to avoid hav
ing to answer the questions a second time. 
But a lack of definiteness in making 
appointments may not only keep the oppo
sition off his track, but his friends and 
abettors also. To such inconvenience is 
error put when pursued by truth. ·Why 
does not. Mr. Crafts stand his ground ?
W. A. Colcord. 

---~···----

Some Statesmanship. 

IN the course of the discussion in regard 
to the admission of Idaho into the Union, 
in the House of Representatives, April2, 
Hon. Joseph E. Washington, of Tennessee, 
as report!ild in the Congressional Record 
of April 6, said:-

Mr. Speaker: The gentleman from Idaho (Mr. 
DuBois) in defendirig the clause in the Constitution 
of Idaho which disqualifies Mormons from voting 
and holding office, says:-

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Washington) 
signs this report. Let us see what the Constitution 
of Tennessee. says on the subject of franchise. By 
article 9, "Ministers of the gospel are forbidden to 
hold office, also persons who deny God, or fight 
duels." 

Yet, the gentleman from Tennessee signs a report· 
which says:-

'' We insist that in Idaho disqu.ali:fications for 
holding office. shall result only from a conviction of 
crime." 

The people of ldaho say bigamists and polygamists 
shall not hold office in Idaho, the people of Tennes
see say ministers of the gospel shall not hold office 
in Tennessee. 

Now, sir, let me read you in full the parts of the 
Constitution of Tennessee referred to. (Art. 9. Sec. 
1-3.) They are as follows:-

Whereas. ministers of the gospel are, by their 
profession, dedicated to God ~and the care of souls, 
and ought not to be diverted from the great duties 
of their functions; . therefore no minister of the 
gospel or priest of any denomination whatever shall 
be· eligible. to· a seat in either house of the Legis1a· 
ture. 
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No "Person who denies the hlling 0fGod or a future 
state of rewards and punishments shalL hold any 
6ffice in the ci:vil departments of ;tl,l\s State. 

.A;~.y .person who shall after the a9,option .of this 
Constitution, fl.ght a duel, etc. . . . 

Sir, ·these disqualifications are· very different 
from what· tlie statement of the gentleman from 
Idilho 'would lead one to suppose. . . . Surely the 
geritle:man cannot ob-ject to that clause of our Con
stitQ.tion which excludes from civil office the infidel 
who denies the existence of a God! How, forsooth, 
could such a person take an oath to support the Con
stitution.? Upon whom would or could he call to 
witnllBs the solemnity of his obligation ? He could 
not swear by the earth, for it is God's. footstool. He 
could not swear by any create!! thing, for it· is 
l~s, than. the Creator, whose vt)ry existence 'he 
demes .... 

But, sir, Tennessee does not .stand alone among 
the States in excluding certain persons from the 
right to vot~, ~dl,lold offiye. Qn ~he contrary, she 
has fewer restrictions of this sort than ahnost any 
otbE)r. State. 

As the . gentleman from Verm<:\nt (Mr. Stewart) 
allud~d to mY. State, let me read from the Vermont 
constitution, chapter 2, section 12, which says each 
member of the LegiSlature before taking his seat 
shali make at;~.d subscribe to the following declara
tion:,-

"Y<>u do hlllieve in one God, the Creator and 
Governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good, 
the ptinishe~ pf the wicked; and yori do acknowl
edge the scriptures of the Old and New Testament 
to be given by divine inspiration, and own and pro
fess . the Protestant religion." 

This. prohibits, if enforced, a Roman Catholic 
from PeCOD!ing.a member of the Legislature of the 
State cof V~rmont, and certainly excludes every 
infidel. I will not consume time by reading from 
the cqnstitutions of.all the States. . . . · 

T have cited these cases to show that Tennessee 
has .done. nothing cruel, unjust, Q.nusual, or con
trary to the spirit of a free and enlightened govern
ment when.she placed a few restrictions around the 
right to vote and hold office, but ·on the contrary 
she has not gone to any such length as have the 
States which those who criticise her represent. 

The congressman from Tennessee 1s in 
error as regards his quotation from the 
Vermont Constitution, for the clause 
which he quotes is to be found in the 
Constitution of 1786, but is omitted in the 
Constitution of 1793 now in force. How
ever there are other provisions remaining 
which are, in almost equal measure, out of 
harmony with the truB principles of civil 
government. 

But the remarkable fact remains th::tt 
after a century has elapsed for the devel
opment of the principles enunciated by 
Thoinas Jefferson and his compatriots in 
the establishment of this Government, 
such views should be expressed unchal
lengE!d in the Congress of the United 
States; and the fundamental law of all 
the States be called to witness to their 
propriety and soundness. 

· Such incidents as this ·would argue it 
not amiss for our legislators to withdraw 
occasionally from the consideration of 
naval and military appropriations and 
tariff making, to the study of the primary 
principles of civil govertni1ent; as found 
in the act ·for establishing religious free
dom adopted by the Legislature of Yir
giriia in 1785. 

'Fhe following portion ofthat ruct would 
be of special value in such an exercise:-

• 
That our civil rights have no dependence on our 

religious opinions, any more than on our opinions.in 
physic and geometry; that therefore the pros<;rib
ing any citizen as unworthy of the public confi
dence, by laying upon him an· incapacity of being 
called to offices of trust and emolument unless he 
profess or renounce this or that religious opinion, is 
depriving him injuriorzsly of those privileges and 
advantages to which, in common with his fellow
citizens, he has a natural right, etc. 

This act also provides that opinions and 
professions in matters of religion shall in 
nowise diminish, enlarge or affect civil 
capacities. 

When in the discussion of a question of 
disfranchisement for a civil crime, such 
opinion as to what falls within the proper 
sphere of legislative cognizance are ex
pressed, and thjngs civil and things relig
ious so inextricably commingled, there is, 
evidently, a wi4er field for civ.il service 
reform than has yet been dreamed of. 

W, H. M. 

The Contest in Wisconsin and Illinois. 

As Judge Prendergast had something 
to do in assisting the Board of Education 
of Chicago to frame educational bills to 
be presented to the Illinois Legislature in 
1889; and as the Illinois educational law 
and the Wisconsin law are both now the 
subject of great discussion, the Chicago 
Herald requested the Judge to prepare a 
review of the whole subject, embracing 
both laws. He did so, and the review 
was printed in the Herald of May 27. 

For the benefit of the readers of THE 
SENTINEL, we shall reprint the material 
part of the article. It will make two in
stallments, the second of which will be a 
history of both the Illinois law and the . 
Bennett law. We think the propositions 
set forth in the part here printed will bear · 
the test of all fair criticism. Judge Pren
dergast says:-

A brief review of recent statutes of the 
States of Illinois and Wisconsin concerning 
education is undertaken at the request of 
the Chicago Herald, and from a belief 
that by reason of grave misunderstanding 
as to the provisions and effects of both 
these laws, good citizens, who have in 
common the laudable purpose of educat
ing youth and forming individual charac
ter, are moving, if they have not already 
moved, into opposing lines. 

The rights of parents and of the State 
are already so well defined by decisions of 
the highest judicial tribunals of both 
States, that it ought not to be difficult to 
compose the present dispute without draw
ing .into the arena of politics, questions s:;o 
fundamental and yet so easy of misrepre
sentation. It is wholly foreign to this 
statement to discuss the relative merits of 
the public and of the private, or denomi
national, school methods of instruction. 
To precipitate such ·a topic into the dis-

cussion of the relation from the general 
legal standpoint of the parent and the 
State to the education of children, would 
be to introduce a factor not at all relevant. 

The statutes ·mentioned are laws, and 
undertake to treat of and enforce rights 
which, in the legislative judgment, reside 
in different subjects, i. e., the parent and 
the State, and shall be considered with 
reference to their bearings upon legal 
rights. I venture to say that the opposi
tion to the so-called Bennett law of Wis
consin is directed against what that law is 
believed to be rather than against what 
it is, and further, that those who approve 
unqualifiedly the Illinois statute do so 
without accurate knowledge of the real 
ground of complaint against it. Denun
ciation of those who oppose both these 
statutes proceeds on the assumption that 
they are enemies of popular education and 
of the public school, and that they deny 
to the State its just share of ·authority in 
the field of education. This view would 
seem not to be grounded on fact. 

The Bennett law has been generally 
published and understood to be a copy of 
the Illinois law. BeyoRd the fact that 
both treat of education, there is but little 
similarity between them. The Bennett 
law, while open to some objections, is yet 
replete with provisions recognizing and 
guarding parental rights, and at the same 
time it accords to the State recognition 
of its proper· function. [From a careful 
study of the Bennett law, we are sure the 
Judge need not be so tender of it as he 
here seems to be. It is scarcely less viola
tive of rights than is the Illinois statute. 
-EDITOR SENTINEL.] And in these re
spects it differs essentially from the Illi
nois act, which, as to some of its provis
ions, is violative of rights heretofore con
sidered inviolable. 

Before examining these acts and the 
history of them, it may be well to consider 
a few general principles, so as to find, if 
possible, a common ground upon which 
fair- minded men may stand, and which 
are conformable to law. Cannot agree
ment be had to the following proposi
tions? 

1. To determine and direct the educa
tion of the child is a natural right of the 
parent. 

2. There arises out of this parental 
right the duty to provide education. 

3. When one who, by natural or human 
law, owes a duty to another, fails to per
form that duty, the State can (a) enjoin 
or compel performance, (b) punish for 
non- performance, (c) supply the lack 
where, to the injury of society, non-per
formance is wrongfully persisted in. 

4. The citizen is a partner in the sover
eign power and a partaker in its activities, 
hence the aggregate of citizens may re
quire that those who are to exercise func
tions of citizenship be fitted ~o their proper 
discharge. 

5. Compulsory education, in the sense 
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that parents who violate or neglect their 
parental duty may be compelled to its per
formance, or punished for non-perform~ 
ance, is licit. 

6. Compu1sory education, in the sense 
of controlling, or seeking to control, or 
dislodging from their rightful place those 
parents who are discharging their parental 
duty commensurately wj,th the state of 
life of parent and child, is not allowable, 
even to the State. 

7. For the education of his children one 
parent may select the public school; an
other may select the private or denomina
tional school; still another may furnish 
proper education without the ·aid of any 
school, and each of the three in so doing 
exercises a right protected by the law of 
the land as well as by the law of nature, 
and for doing which, he need offer neither 
excuse nor apology. 

8. The public and private or denomina
tional schools are in law neither related 
nor are they subordinate one to the other, 
nor need they be antagonistic. 

There lies within the bare proposition 
that "the State may compel all parents 
subject to its jurisdiction to give to their 
children instruction in the English lan
guage" much· more difficulty than would 
at first appear. I will illustrate by the 
statement of a case within my own knowl
edge. I know a citizen, not a German, 
who for some years has educated several 
of his children in Germany, and instruc
tion has there been given them altogether 
in the German language. In the Illinois 
act, as at present framed, if valid, this 
parent could be punished, for he does not 
send his children to a school within a dis
trict where they reside; nor are they 
given instruction in the English language. 
Another instance within my knowledge is 
that of a parent, not a German, who is 
about to remove from a comfortably and 
conveniently located home to another 
place where he can send his children to a 
school in which German is-tb a consider
able extent---'the medium of instruction 
and of conversation among the pupils. 
He does this so that his children, in 
youth, may become proficient in that lan
guage. 

It may be said that these are extreme 
cases, but what of that ? They are facts, 
and what is the right of these parents is 
the right of -every other parent. Is it 
competent for the State to punish either 
or _both ,of these parents for such exercise 
of their parental rights "t It is doubtful. 
He was a wise man who said, "It is good 
also not to try experiments in States, ex
cept the. necessity be urgent and the :util
ity evident." In such cases and in the 
cas~ of German parents who send their 
children to German parochial schools, is 
it not to be presumed that the parents are 
sensible ofthe manifest advantage to their 
children of a knowledge of the English 
language, and that to parental interest and 

affection, rather than to .penal · statutes, 
should be committed the task of providing 
instruction ? 

The right of the State to fix:, by penal 
law, a given language as the language of 
instruction in schools has seldom been 
exercised. The only instances in mind 
are where drastic measures have been im
posed on conquered or overborne peoples, 
as in Poland, Ireland, Alsace-Lorraine. 
This requirement for the teaching of cer
tain studies in the English language in
volves questions of great delicacy. To en~ 
force every right would often lead to of~ 
fending against judiciousness. What 
danger sufficient to arrest legislative at~ 
tention dwells in the fact that in a few 
rural communities the language brought 
by foreign-born citizens from the place of 
origin may obtain supremacy in a school
room. Will not this wear away ? . . . 

Is it not fair to presume that those who 
in addition to the payment _of taxes for 
the support of the free public schools, vol
untarily assume the burdens of private 
schools, desire that their own children be
come intelligent, well-informed and useful 
members of the community, and that they 
know as well as others what is for the ad
vantage of their children? 

Thrilled the Audience. 

AT the fiftieth anniversary of the Phila
delphia Sunday Association, Mr. John 
Wanamaker had quite an important place. 
He made a speech in behalf of Sunday 
laws, in which he employed the following 
allegory, which the Pear:l of Days says 
"thrilled the vast audience:"-

Just this is on my heart. I have an old friend 
born in another country years ago. He lived in a 
garden more beautiful than any other in all the 
world, where there were no cities and no railroads. 
I'd like my friend to speak to you. He arrived 
here last night. Listen to what he_ says: 

'' Friend, you are very old ? " 
"Yes, I have lived a great many years and I have 

traveled a great deal, first in Palestine, then in 
Europe, and finally to this country in the Mayflower 
with the Puritans. I have seen strange. things and 
many changes. I've been to· India and to Africa 
and I go among the Indians of America." 

"What's your name~" 
"My name ~s Day." 
'' Large family?" 
"No, only seven of us, and I am the oldest. A 

great many like· me best because I am a friend of 
the poor. I stop the factories and light up the 
homes." 

" Do they treat you well ? " 
''The boys laugh at me sometimes, and some men 

sneer at me. Some call me Sunday and others the 
Sabhath,.but the devout people call me Lord's Day. 
I used to be the last in the family, but after the res
urrection of Cluist they put me first. I want to go 
all over, not merely to hospitals, but to all people 
and make them ~J,nd their homes brighter." 
- "Dear old friend, we love you, and we would 

even kiss your feet. · We hope 'that you n1ay con
tinue to go about the world·and,fill every land with 
joy and blessings in the name .of_ Him. who sent 
you .. " 

That is rather a queer sort. of personage 
indeed! First, .he was the youngest in the 
family, and, continued :to . be so for about 

four thousand years; then, all of a sudden 
by virtue ·Of the resurrection of Christ, he 
became the oldest in the family: and all 
this without the loss of a single member 
of the family! Accordingly he has been 
the oldest now for about eighteen hundred 
and sixty years. That the resurrection of 
the Saviour should cause the youngest 
member of a family to become the oldest 
while they all remain alive is ap. "alle
gory " indeed, or something worse. No 
wonder the vast audience was thrilled by 
the relating of such a phenomenon! But 
when people can be thrilled with such 
namby-pamby balderdash as that they 
must be exceedingly impressible. 

A Good Thing Spoiled. 

AT the recent anniversary of the Gar
rett Biblical Institute, in Chicago, Dr. C. 
W. Bennett, of the Chair of Historical 
Theology, preached the Baccalaureate 
sermon from Mark 4: 28; subject: "The 
Era of Religious Harmony. What Signs 
of Its Approach? What Can We Do to 
Hasten It ? " Among other things, the 
Doctor thought this era might be hastened 
''by recognizing that we cannot produce 
moral effeCts by mechanical contrivances, 
cannot make me:il . moral by statute. 
Placing the. name of God in the Constitu
tion and the Bible in the public schools 
will not make the Nation righteous." 

This is good; but the speaker spoiled it 
all by saying: " There should be a con
ference of all the churches to select suit
able moral precepts from the Bible for a 
text-book on which all- can agree for use 
in the public schools." " The Bible," 
said he, "may be so used by godless 
teachers as to promote skepticism." Just 
so; "godless teachers" are incompetent 
to give religious instruction; and for this 
reason, if for no other, teaching the Bible, 
either in whole or in part, should not be 
attempted by the State, but should be left 
to the Church and the home. 

"God in Gover-nment" 

A GREAT deal of dignified nonsense has 
been written on the recognition of God 
in government, union of religion and the 
State, al;ld kindred subjects, and we expect 
much more. Some think it absolutely 
necessary that religion be connected with 
the State, and God recognized by the Gov~ 
ernment, and that no harm will follow in 
the way of intolerance or persecution, as 
some anticipate. An article of this. kind · 
has appeared in the Arena for May, over 
the signature of Canon W. H. Freemantle. 
The writer anticipates no troubl!il from the 
recognition of God in government, be
cause "tl;lis Christianity [of the Bible] can 
never beget a church which is the foe of 
progress. " 

He further says, in speaking of what is 
vital in Qhristianity : '' In this I trust the 
two countries are .agreed. I see in both 
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an increasing desii:e to legislate for the 
moral good of the people, and I cannot 
doubt. that in the sphere of practical life 
the -two organisms-a church thoroughly 
nationalized and a nation thoroughly 
Christianized~will blend together to be 
the first-fruits of the new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." 

Now all t)lis sounds very well, but there 
are some things worthy of consideration 
in this connection. 1. The Christianity of 
to-daf is no more the Christianity· of the 
Bible, than was the Christianity of the 
third -·and -fourth cAntury. Yet out of 
those . centuries came the worst system of 
iniquity which ever cursed the world. 
Yet. this system recognized God in the 
Government, and was used for the conser
vation of W;hat was then considered vital 
to Christiahity; Was th~ union of relig
iOJ1 and the State duriro.g the Dark Ages a 
fri~'Yfd to ,progress? 2. P1;1re Christianity, 
thM · of th~ Bible, will never form a union 
with the:~orld, nor with. worldly powers. 
3. ''A church thoroughly ··nationalized " 
is a spiritu~l harlot according to the word 
of God; and a '' nat.ion thoroughly Chris
tianized," as .far as the regis of law can 
niak,e tt so, is buta repetition oftheDark 
4-ges. A true Christian nation will be 

· seen only . when Christ destroys the na
tional governments of earth and reigns in 
glory over a people redeemed by grace, 
not law.-Signs of the Times. 

-~--•--+-•--·----

The Free Exercise of Religion. 

THE following is an ex.tract from a 
speech delivered by the editor of this paper 
before the House Committee on the Dis
trict of Columbia, February 18, 1890:-

There is . another consideration in this 
wh:i.ch. shows that the State will be com
pelled to take official and judicial cogni
zance of the conscientious beliefs and 
observances of the ·people. It is this: 
When a law is enacted compelling every
body to refrain from all labor or business 
on Sunday, excepting those who conscien
tiously believe in and· observe another 
day, then there will be scores of men who 
know that in their business-saloons, for 
instance-they can make more money by 
keeping their places of blisiness open on 
Sunday • than on another day, because 
more men are idle that day. They will 
thc:lrefore profess to observe another day 
and run their business on·Sunday. This 
is hot simply a theory, it is a fact proved 
by 'actual examples. One of the very lat
est I will mention. I have here a clipping 
from the Southern Sentinel, of Dallas, 
Texas, February 4, 1S90, which I read:-

.' Right here in Dallas we have an example of how 
thelaw can be evaded. Parties have leased the bill
iard hall of the new McLeod Hotel, and ha:ve stipu · 
lated in. their lease that they are conscientious ob
sei:v.,rs of the seventh day [thpugli to the best of tlie 
~oxhrnon ;knowledge arid beli~f they lite not]: that, 
hi <lonsequil11ce, their busiriess· house will be closed 
onSatjirday, and will be open on Sunday. 

Mr. Grout-If they are known not to be 
conscientious worshipers, and keepers of 
the seventh-day Sabbath, what defense 
would they have? 

Mr. Jones-The defense would still be a 
claim of ''conscientious belief in, and ob
servance of, another day." The claim in~ 
deed might not be sincere. And if there 
were any question of it in the community, 
it would certainly be disputed and the 
court would be called upon to decide. 
Thus you see that by this bill the United 
States courts will be driven to the contem
plation of conscientious convictions and 
compelled to decide upon the sincerity 
of conscientious beliefs and observances. 
And thereby it is proved that the intro
duction and advocacy of this bill is an 
endeavor to commit Congress and the 

. Government of the United States to the 
supervision ~f the conscientious convic
tions of the people. 

Now, gentlemen, to prevent this was 
the very purpose of the First Amendment 
to the Constitution. It is well known, as 
I have stated, that the Colonies which 
formed the original thirteen States had 
each one an established religion. When 
it was proposed to organize a Federal Gov
ernment, the strongest influence that had 
to be met and overcome was jealousy of 
a national power-a fear that a national 
power would override the powers and in
terfere with the domestic affairs of the 
States. It was this that caused the adop
tion of the First Amendment to the Con
stitution. Their affairs of religion and 
the exercise thereof being the dearest of 
all, are first assured protection. Fearing 
that the national government might enact 
laws which would restrict or prohibit the 
free exercise of the religion of any of the 
people of the States; or that it might adopt 
or indorse some one of the religious estab
lishments of the States, and thus form an 
alliance which might annihilate both polit
ical and religious individuality; that the 
political individuality of the States and the 
religious individuality of the people might 
be free; for themselves and their posterity 
the people declared that " Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof." 

It is not to be inquired whether there 
was any danger of that which they feared, 
they feared it and that is enough. And 
because they feared it, because they were 
so jealous-rightly jealous too-of their 
religious rights and conscientious convic
tions; they guarded these, as they in
tended and supposed, forever, from any 
supervision or cognizance whatever on the 
part of the national Government. And 
upon this I quote now more fully the 
words of Bancroft, to which I merely re
ferred a little while ago:-

Vindicating the right of individuality even in re
ligion, and in religion' abbve all, the new Nation 
dared to set the example of accepting in its relations 
to God the principle first divinely ordained in Judea. 

It left the management of temporal thi»gs to the 
temporal power; but the American Constitution, in 
harmony with the people of the several States, with
held from the Federal Government the power to in
vade the home of reason, the citadel of conscience, 
the sanctuary of the soul; and, not from indiffer'ence, 
but that the infinite spirit of eternal truth might move 
in its freedom of purity and power. - History of 
the Formation of the Constitution, Book V, chapter L 

Thus says the historian, there is by the 
Constitution "perfect individuality ex
tended to conscience." This individuality, 
these rights, are as dear to us and as sa
cred as they were to the fathers of our 
Nation, yet no more so to us than to other 
people. Therefore, gentlemen of the com
mittee and the representatives of the peo
ple, by your respect for the Constitution 
and your oath to support it, and in behalf 
of the sacred rights of all the people, we 
implore you to give no heed to any de
mand for legislation, which in any way, 
to the least degree, proposes to touch the 
conscientious beliefs or observances of a 
solitary individual in all the land; give 
no heed to this bill, which in its very 
terms, proposes to commit Congress to the 
supervision of conscientious beliefs, and 
proposes to drive the national power into 
a field where the makers of that power 
forbade it to go, and to compel it to as
sume jurisdiction of questions which they 
have forbidden it even to consider. 

Now, as to the petition-thei~ petition 
I mean (our petition is all right, that 
needs no defense), the petition which the 

· other side is circulating-that petition 
shows what this bill means. Both this 
bill and the Senate bill, "which includes 
this," were framed and introduced upon 
this petition. If we know what the peti
tion asks for, we shall know also what the 
bills are intended to give. Iiere is the 
petition-I read- the one for the national 
law, "which includes this." .. 
To the House of Representatives of the United 

States:-

The undersigned organizations and adult residents 
(21 years of age or more) of the United States hereby 
earnestly petition your honorable body to pass a 
bil1 forbidding in the United States mail and mili
tary service, and in interstate commerce, and in the 
District of Columbia ana the Territories, all Sunday 
traffic and work, except works of 1·eligion. 

The question then which would inevit
ably arise upon this is, What religion is 
it whose works of religion only shall be 
excepted? That question would have to 
be answered. It would have to be an
swered by the United States courts or by 
Congress. But whenever, or by which
ever, it shall be answered, when it is an
swered, that moment you have an estab
lished religion-a union of Church and 
State. You cannot go back if you take 
the first step. The last step is in the first 
one, and we beg of you, gentlemen of the 
committee, and of these men themselves, 
for their own sakes as well as ours, do not 
take the first step. 

We all .know that the most wickedly 
cruel and most mercilessly inconsiderate of 
all governments is that in which the ecclesi-
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astic'il control the civil power. And how 
are you going to escape it under such laws 
as here proposed ? Who . is . to enforce 
these Sunday laws? Who, indeed, but 
those. who are working .for them? Cer
tainly those who are opposed to them, or 
indifferent about them, will not enforce 
them. Who then are they who are work
ing for the enactment of these laws? Who 
organize the conventions and count out 
the opposite votes? Who appeared here 
before your committee to argue in favor 
of it ? Who, indeed, but the Church man
agers? for you saw how summarily the 
Knights of Labor part of the delegation 
wa.s squelched. 

Well, then, if it is the Church which 
secures the enactment of the law, it will 
be the Church that will have to see to the 
enforcement of the law. In order to do 
this she will be compelled to have police 
and courts which will do her bidding. This 
is her great difficulty now. There is now 
no lack of Sunday laws, either in the States 
or the Territories, but the laws are not en
forced. Ill order to get executives and po
lice and courts who will enforce the law to 
her satisfaction, the Church will have to 
elect them. Then, as said Mr. Crafts in this 
city the other day, they will form ''law 
and order leagues to enforce" the Sunday 
laws. Here then is the system: The 
Church combines to get the law enacted; 
the Church secures the election of officers 
who will do her bidding; the Church 
forms ''law and order leagues" to make · 
sure that the officers do her bidding and 
enforce the law. Where, then, will the 
State appear, but in the subordinate posi
tion to formulate and execute the will of 
the Church? Then you have the Church 
above the State,. the ecclesiastical superior 
to the civil power. This is just what is in 
this national Sunday-law movement; and 
this is what will certainly come out of it. 
It is inherent there. 

But when George III. undertook to 
make the military superior to the civil 
power, our liberty-loving fathers declared 
it tyranny and avowed such things should 
not be in this land. And now when a 
movement reaches the national Capitol 
which bears in itself an attempt to make 
the ecclesiastical superior to the civil 
power, it is time for the American people 
to declare that this is tyranny also, andre
solve that no such thing shall be in this 
land. That attempt one hundred and 
fourteen years ago grew out of the " di
vine right of kings" to govern, and the 
doctrine that governments do not derive 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed. This attempt now grows out 
of the divine right of the ecclesiastics to 
govern, and likewise that governments do 
not derive their just powers from the con
sent Of the governed. The President of 
the American Sabbath Union, which is 
the originator of this national Sunday-law 
scheme, has definitely declared in so many 
words that "governments do not derive 

their just powers from the consent ofthe 
governed; " and one of the secretaries of 
an auxiliary Union has as .definitelystated 
that ''this movement is an· effort to 'change 
that feature of our fundamental law." 

Gentlemen, when such doctrines as these 
are openly avowed, and when such an at
tempt as this is made by those who avow 
them, to embody them in national law, 
it. is time for all the people· to declare as 
we decidedly do, that this Nation is, and 
of right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPEND
ENT OF ALL ECCLESIASTICAL ORRELIGIOUS 
CONNECTION, INTERFERENCE, OR.CONTROL. 

Selfish and Tyrannical. 

THE proposed religious legislation as 
embodied in the Blair-Orafts-Breckinridge 
Sunday bigotry, is "not dead but sleep
ing," and will no doubt bob up serenely at 
the beginning of every new session of 
Congress. It is really an indirect confes
sion on the part of its advocates that they 
are losing faith in the invincible power of 
love in the conquest of the world. 

But it is not "religion, pure and unde
filed before the Father," but ecclesiasti
cism which is foremost and uppermost in 
this Sunday-law crusade. The former is 
always tolerant-" not puffed up "-and is 
ever ready to fulfill the golden rule, while 
the latter is always selfish and tyrannical, 
according to .power and opportunity, and 
disposed to control the human conscience 
by force. 

It is strange that professed followers of 
Christ should forget the lines defined and 
ordered by the Founder of our religion, 
and appeal to the State to aid them with 
its fines and prisons in the spread of re
ligious truths, when the facts are ever 
before us to prove that in this country, 
where Church and State have thus far 
been divorced, Christianity is on a better 
and more promising footing than it is in 
any other country on the globe.-J. G. 
Clark, in Oregonian. 

-----------------
A Modern Inquisitor. 

WHAT a perfectly inquisitorial disposi
tion Census Superintendent Porter must 
have! First, he commissions the enumer
ator to inquire into the financial difficul
ties, the private defects, and secret diseases 
of all the people; with the idea of compel~ 
ling answers under penalty of one hun
dred dollars. When he found this could 
not be made to . work, he then undertook 
to get the physicians all over the country 
to violate their professional oaths and be
tray professional confidences, by r~vealing 
the private diseases and secret maladies 
of all their patients. Since he found. 
that the physicians of the coU;Utry were 
men too honorable to stoop to such s}Ja.me
ful dealing, he now directs that where the 
persons themselves refuse to ,ans~e].':tl;tese 
wickedly hatched questions, the enumera
tor ''should obtain the information by in-

quiry from neighbors, and enter it upon 
his schedule the same as if.obtained from 
the head or some member of the family." 
No doubt Mr. Porter, by this last effort, 
will obtain a host of information. In 
many instances "neighbors" know more 
about other people than those people 
know about themselves, and are ready to 
tell it. But· anybody who would trust 
such "information" would have to be of 
as remarkable disposition as is the author 
of this inquisition himself. We doubt 
whether the records of the Papacy con
tain the names of a person more perfectly 
qualified for the office of Inquisitor
General than this record ·shows Census 
Superintendent Robert P. Porter to be. 

~-----·---------

How Do They Use It? 

THE lessening of the hours of labor may 
seem to be a very good thing for mechan
ics, but it is not impossible that in the 
long run it may be found to work against 
their interests. A. great many persons 
who are not mechanics, but to:llasarduously 
as any mechanics ever do or did, do not 
find that they can make a fair living un
less they work more than eight hours a 
day. If the whole wide world can get 
along upon eight hours a day for toil, and 
is ready to devote the rest of its time to 
proper rest and recreation, and to such 
pursuits as will help to felieve those who 
engage in them, we wish the eight-hour 
rule might be established the world over. 
But the question arises, whether, apart 
from possible financial difficulties, the re
duction· of the hours of labor and conse
quent increase of hours of idleness may 
not prove in a moral point of view more 
hurtful than helpful to the laboring 
classes ? Do they use well such leisure as 
they now have ? Or do they use it in a 
way that suggests that increase of leisure 
would prove only a curse, and not a bless
ing ?-New York Observer. 

----···----
A. RELIGIOUS paper of Oakland, Cali

fornia, has the following item which con
tains a thought worth repeating. It 
says:-

There is published in Santa Cruz, Cali
fornia, a monthly journal called the Bud
dhist Ray, which boasts of being the first 
paper of its kind published in a Christian 
city. It is being circulated in Japan. 
What is a Christian city ? And if a city 
were Christian, would it publish a Buddhist 
journal? The doctrine of Christ is, "Out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh." · The paper has naught of 
which to boast. Christ would not recog
nize Santa Ortiz as his, any more than he 
would Yeddo, Oakland, London, or any 
other city. • 

THE. defeat of . what is known as the 
Bennett law, ori a direct issue in Mil
waukee, shows the danger of carrying· 
unnecessary proscription into the public 
schools.~ Christian at· Work. 
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City, as well as being the most substantially built 
and elefiantly equipped double-track line, travers
ing, as It does the west shore of the historic and 
world-famed Hudson River, and passing through 
the beautiful Mohawk Valley. 

By this route three express trains are run daily 
in each direction, between New York, Albany, 
Utica, Syracuse, Rochester, Bufl'alo, Niagara Falls, 
Toronto, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, and the 
West. 

The West Shore, in connection .with the Fitch
burg Railroad, is itlso the shortest line between 
Boston and Chicago. 

Palace Sleeping-cars are attached to these trains, 
and run through without change· between the 
points '>amed. 

Bufi.,t smoking-cars, with revolving chairs, are 
a special feature of the splendid service on the 
West Shore. 

Tickets via West Shore can be purchased at 
ticket-offices of all connecting lines, and they are 
sold, and ba~gage checked tlirough to destination 
from all statiOns of .the West Shore Railroad. 
~%o.f::r'~~e~ol'lllation r~arding West Shore 

H. B. JAGOE, C. E. LAMBERT, 
Gen. East'n Pass. Agt., Gen. Pass. Agt., 

363 BROADW4Y, 5 VANDERBILT AVE., 
NEW YoRK, NlllW•Yolllt 
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NoTE.- Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having "ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
fl1end, l!nies~_plttinly marked "Sample copy .. " It" is our inval1-
abl!l ruff' to send out no papers without pay m advance, except 
by special "arrangement, therefore, those .who have not ordered 
the SENT-I>fEL need have no fears that they will he asked to pay 
for it.simply _because they take it from the post-oftlce. 

SoME men are bound to get to the front 
no matter what it costs; notoriety they 
will have in one way or another, as is 
just now strikingly exemplified in the 
case of Senator Blair, whose picture and 
name fig:ure prominently in a patent med
icine advertisement in several papers. In 
years to come when it shall be asked, 
Who was H. W. Blair? the answer 
will· be, He is the man who was cured 
by Dr. Blank's Wild Cherry and Sarsa
parilla Troches. 

AMONG the many petitions for a national 
Sunday· law presented to Congress during 
the present session, is one from '' one 
hundred and two citizens of Massachu
setts, praying for the better observance 
of the Sabbath." The query naturally 
arises, If these petitioners really desire 
better Sabbath observance why do they 
not observe it better? There is no law 
in this country against any man's observ
ing any day just as well as he wishes to. 
It would be just as appropriate to petition 
Congress for better attendance at church, 
or for more regularity'in family worship, 
or for less formality in giving thanks 
when sitting down to dinner. There is 
really no difference between petitions to 
Congress asking for a. national Sunday 
law, and petitions "praying for the better 
observance of the Sabbath;" the latter, 
however, show more plainly the wish of 
the petitioners, namely, the legal enforce
ment of a religious institution. 

THE Boston Committee of One Hun
dred, taking their cue from the United 
States Supreme Court decision upon the 
Mormon test oath, are now urging that 
the Roman Catholics shall be disfran
chised. They declare :-

We do not hesitate to say, as a measure for the 
Nation's self-preservation, that no man who con
fesses allegiance to the Pontiff should be allowed to 
participate, as a citizen, in either holding office, or 
casting a ballot.. The United States Supreme Court 
has decided that the law of one of our States dis
franchising ·Mormons is constitutional, on the theory 
that the man who takes the oath the Mormons were 
required to take cannot be a good. citizen. Why 
should not this principle be applied to those who 
confess allegiance to the Papal hierarchy? No bal
lot for the man who takes his politics from the 
Vatican. 

The Committee of One Hundred are 
not alone in this; there are several pa-

pers in differen{parts of. the co\t]lt'ry :that 
advocate the same measure, and for the 
·same· reason. Others advocate the s~me. 
measure for other reasons. But whether 
it be this reason or others, the truth is 
that those who advocate such a proceed~ 
ing, hold a despotic theory and proceed 
upon a despotic principle. And ·if they 
had the power to· execute their wish, the 
despotism that would thereby be estab
lished, would be no less cruel. t.han that 
which · they assert characterizes that 
which they wish to abolish.. T;hat Com
mittee of One Hundred should be annihi
lated. 

~~---··--~~--

MISS MARY F. LATHROP, of tlie Non
Partisan Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, is now on a visit to the Pacific 
Coast, in the interest of Christian temper
ance. She met a rather hot reception 
from some of the partisans of the partisan 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 
In an address in the First Congregational 
Church, Oakland, Sunday evening, May 
25, she referred to this, and read a letter 
which she had received from ~ preacher, 
before she started for the Coast. In the 
letter the preacher said to her:-

Don't you dare to come to California, you scarlet 
woman of Babylon, you hand-painted Jezebel! 

When she had read this, Miss Lathrop 
lowered her voice and quietly remarked:-

You laugh, my . friends, but it is no laughing 
matter. If connection with political parties incul
cates such feelings as this, where Christian love, 
forbearance and peace and good will should exist, 
isn't it higl_l time we got away from politics? 

So say we. All honor to the womanly 
women, who have cut loose from a leader
ship that is characterized by mannishness 
in women, and womanishness in men. 

SoME of our exchanges are still repeat
ing the story that the Nun of Kenmare 
had received subscriptions for a forth
coming book and then "disappeared," 
leaving said subscribers with neither their 
money nor the book. . There never was a 
particle of truth in the story. ·There was 
no disappearance of the Nun. She was 
filling a lecture engagement in Baltimore, 
in midwinter, when she took a severe cold, 
which settled in her throat, affecting it so 
that she was compelled to break off her 
engagement, and by the positive direction 
of physicans go to Florida for her health. 
But at no time did she disappear, for her 
publishers as well as her friends knew all 
the time where she was. Yet her enemies 
seized upon this circumstance, and, being 
virtually in control of the press of the 
country, made it tell for all they could 
against her. Besides this, when she found 
that her book would be delayed, she wrote 
personally from Florida to each subscriber, 
offering to return the money if he did not 
want to wait longer than was at first .ex
pected for the book. Her enemies . how
ever, knowing well that a sensational story 
stands a much better chance o:f wide cir-

culation through the daily press than the 
truth can possibly secure, made the fullest 
use·of their epportunity. 

We have the honor to be personally ae
quainted with the Nun of Kenmare~Miss 
M. F. €tusack;-we have had an hour's 
conversation. with her, within a week be
fore this writing; a:nd we know that there 
never was a particle of truth in the story 
of her disappearance. It was wholly an 
invention, and the wish that it might be 
so was the mother of the invention. She 
is working diligently at the book referred 
to-" Why I Left the Church of Rome" 
-and hopes to have it in the press soon. 
If all the people knew what steady perse
cutions follow her, and what repeated 
difficulties meet her, so far from wonder
ing why the book is delayed, they would 
the rather wonder at the splendid courage 
that sustains her in undertaking to print 
the book at all, and in carrying on the 
noble fight that she· is making. From 
our acquaintance with this lady, we believe 
her to be a genuine Christian woman, and 
well worthy of the sympathy and support 
of everybody who loves Christianity or 
admires courage. 

THE Christian Statesman of April24, cop
ies from the illustrated Christian Weekly, 
an article by the Rev. Robert F. Sample, 
D. D., in which he says that "patriotism 
is a Christian virtue." We have read 
the New Testament through several times, 
and we never yet discovered this amongst 
the Christian virtues. One list of these 
virtues is as follows: " The fruit of the 
spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance." Another list gives these : 
"Faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, 
charity." Patriotism is not amongst 
these, nor is it anywhere mentioned in the 
New Testament amongst the Christian 
virtues. How Mr. Sample found it out 
therefore, when it is not written, we 
should like to know. Will Mr. Sample 
give his authority? or, will the Christian 
Statesman give the authority for the state-
ment? · 

~---···----

WE have on hand a few volumes of THE 
AMERICAN SENTINEL for 1889, neatly and 
substantially bound in half roan, which 
we will send to any address, post paid, 
for two dollars per volume. Thesb vol
umes are very cheap at the price. Order 
at.once if you want one, for we have only 
a very limited number. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY .lOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

The defense of Amel1can Institutions, the pt-eservation of the 
United StateS Constitution as It ts, so far as regards 

religion or religious tests, and the mttinte-
nance of liuman I1ghts, both civil 

and religious. 

· IT will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 

Single Copy, Per Year, post-paid, $1.00 
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, each, . . 75c. 
To foreign countl1es, single subscription, post-paid. . 5s. 

Address, AMERICAN . SENTINEL, 
43 Bond Street, New York. 
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1-'H:E statements in regard to compulsory 
(ldnc.ation ·in the leader in last week's 
SENTINEL are not to be .tak;en in an abso
lute sense; but .as in intent agreeing per
fectly with the propositions in the article 
reprinted from Judge Prendergast in -the 
sam.e papel,'. Taking, however; the phases 
of compulsory education which we had 
directly inmind we mean all that we said, 
that it is totally unwarranted aB.d oLly 
evil. We shall print another article 
shortly, giving the facts which show this 
to be so. We merely make this note now 
to prevent any :misunderstanding of the 
phr::tses ·in· the article named. 

A MARK\lJD feature of the debate, in the 
Senate, on: the bill " subjecting imported 
liquors to the provisions of the laws of 
the ;several states," which was introduced 
to do away with the result of the "orig
inai package" decision of the Supreme 
court, has been an almost universal con
sideration of the question from a '' moral " 
point of view. "Regulation of morals" 
and '' protection of morals, " by the 
police power of the State, have been 
phrases in constant use throughout the 
discussion. If. the highest deliberative 
body in the Nation fails .to distinguish 
between sin and crime,. i:mmorality and 
incivility, and in its debates presupposes 
theJight of the State _to '~regulate mor
als" by police power, how; far are ·those 
who are striving to bring about the gen
erM governmental supervision of morals 
fr<?l:P- the accomplishment . of their- pur
pose? 

The moral question as to whether a 
mah shall injure his own health, blunt 
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his moral sensibilities and come short of 
eternal life, through the use of intoxieants, 
or.any other agent, is an entirely different 
question from the civil issue as to whether 
another man may manufacture and expose 
for sale that destructive agent. 

The manufacturer and seller of intoxi
cating liquors must answer to God for the 
sin of tempting his neighbor to his de
struction, but for the crime against the 
peace and welfare of the State he is an
swerable to the police power of that State. 

The manufacture, transportation, and 
sale of intoxicating liquors, so far as the 
authority of Congress or the police power 
of the State is concerned, has nothing to 
do with morals, but .is solely a matter of 
the jurisdiction of the municipal law. 

What the BennettcLaw Really Is. 

WE have before stated that in his re
view of the Compulsory Education laws 
of Wisconsin and Illinois, Judge Prender
gast was more tender of the Bennett Law 
than there is any need to be, and we think 
more than the law itself will justly allow. 
His first remark in this direction is:-

I venture to say that the opposition to the so
called Bennett Law of Wisconsin is directed against 
what that law is believed to be, rather than against 
what it is. 

That is too bad if it is true; because 
there is certainly enough in the law for 
what it is to justify all the opposition to 
it that there is, or has been. It is too bad 
to spend legitimate effort under a misap
prehension when there is such ample 
ground for a right expenditure; we shall 
therefore examine the matter again to clear 
it of all misappreht:msion, and let the op
position be concentrated upon the law 
strictly for what it is. 

Next the Judge says:-
The Bennett Law, whUe open to some objections, 

is yet replete with provisions recognizing and guard· 
'ing parental rights. 

We shall see how replete it is with such 
provisions, when we shall have gone a 
little further along. · 

The State Superintendent of Public In-
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. struction, for Wisconsin, issued an official 
circula~, January 25, to explain to Boards 
of Education, Boards of School Directors, 
and School District Boards, the provisions 
of the Bennett Law. In this circular the 
Superintendent says:-

The following is a copy of that part of the law 
which imposes specific duties upon school boards 
and school officers:-
The people of the State of Wisconsin, represented in Senate 

and Assembly, do enact as follows:-
SEOTION ·1. Every parent or other person having under his 

control a child between the ages of seven and fourteen years, 
shall annually cause such child to attend some public or· private 
day school in the city, town, or district in which he resides, for 
a period of not less than twelve weeks in each year, which 
number of weeks shall be fixed prior to the first day of Sep
tember in each year, by the Board of Education or Board of 
Directors of the city, town, or district, and for a portion· or 
portions thereof, to be so fixed by such Boards, the attendance 
shall be consecutive, and such Boards shall, at least ten days 
prior to the beginning of such period, publish the time or times 
of attendance, in such manner as such Boards shall direct; 
provided that such Boards shall not fix such compulsory period 
at more than twenty-four weeks in each year. 

SECTION 2. For every neglect of such duty the person having 
such control and so offending shall forfeit to the use of the 
public schools of such city, town, or district, a sum not less 
than three dollars ($3.00) nor more than twenty dollars ($20.00); 
and failure for each week or portion of a week on the part of 
any such person to comply with the provisions of this aot, shall 
constitute a distinct offense; provided, that any such child shall 
be excused from attendance at school required by this act, by 
the Board of Education or School Directors of the city, town, or 
district in which such child resides upon its being; shown to their 
satisfaction that the person so neglecting is not able to send 
such child to school, or that instruction has otherwise been 
given for a like period of time to such child in the el<Omentary 
branches commonly taught in the public schools, or that such 
child has already acquired such elementary branches of learn
ing, or that his physical or mental condition is such as to render 
attendance inexpedient or impracticable, and in all cases where 
such child shall be so excused _the penalty herein provided shall 
not be incurred. 

SECTioN 3. Any person having control of a child who, with 
intent to evade the provisions of this act, shall make a wilful 
false statement concerning the age of such child or the time 
such child has attended school, shall, for such offense, forfeit a 
sum of not less than three dollars ($3) nor more than twenty 
dollars ($20) for the use of the public schools of such city, town, 
or district. 

SECTION 4. Five days prior to the beginning of any prosecu
tion under this act- such Board shall cause a written notice to 
be personally served upon such person having contl'ol of any 
such child, of his duty under this act, and of his default in fail
ing to comply with the provisions hereof, and if, upon the hear
ing of such prosecution, it shall appear to the satisfaction of 
the court that before or after the receipt of such notice such 
person has caused such chlld to attend a school as provided in 
this act in good faith and with intent to continue such attend
ance, then the penalty provided by this act shall not be incurred. 

SECTION 5. No school shall be regarded as a school, under 
this act, unless thero shall be taught therein, as part of· the 
elementary education of children, reading, writing, arithmetic, 
and United States history, in the English language. · 

SECTION 6. Prosecutions. under this act shall only be instittlted 
and cm-ried on by the authority of such Boards and shall be 
brought in the name of said Boar-ds, and all fines and penalties, 
when collected, shall be paid to the School TreasurQr pf silch 
city, town, or district, or other officer entitled to receive school 
moneys, the same to be held and accounted for as other school 
moneys received for school purposes. 
· SECTION 7. JUrisdiction ·to enforce the penalties heroin de
scribed in this act is hereby conferred on justices of the peace 
and police magistrates within their respective counties. · 



194 THE AMERICAN· SENTINEL. 

On this Judge Prendergast says :-
With ·an proper defer«;lnce to 'the State Superin- · 

ten<l.e11j; it must be saidt~at this circuiar imprQperly 
c~Jiah-ues the Bennett Law as conferring .a· right 
u:P<>n' ·school. Boarc}s tO s:ubject private s'chools to 
their: approval or. dj.lla,pproval a~9.: as vesting in 
School Doards t.he rigll.fto determine the extent and 
tlwsub~ecf of i,nstru'cti~n to be acquired by chil, 
dren atJ~ilding priva~e schQQls. 

Now, with. ai proper deferenqe to the 
Judge:;we inquire, which is right, he or 
tb:a State ~up:(lriiltendent ? 

The . controlling . section of the whole 
law, the one section that governs and 
defines all the others, so far as any school 
is concerned, is section 5. That distinctly 
declares that "no school shall be regarded 
as a school under this act, unless there 
shall be taught therein, as part of the 
elementary education of children, reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and United States 
history, in the English language." This 
is the· only thing that constitutes .a school 
under this act. Wherever the word 
"school" is used in the act therefore, 
whether it be called public or private, it 
means only such a school as is there de
scribed, and that is the only kind of a 
thing. that will count. Althc·1gh .it be a 
private school, it counts for nothing under 
this act, unless there shall be taught 
the;:ein what is named in this section and 
in the English language as the .section 
says. 

Now Section 1 says, "Every parent or 
other person having under his control a 
child between the ages of seven and four
teen years, shall annually cause such 
child to attend some public or private day 
school, for a period of not less than twelve 
weeks· in each year." That is to say that 
every person·having control of a child be
tween· the ages of seven and fourteen years 
shall cause that child to attend, not less 
than twelve weeks in each year, such a 
school as is defined in section 5. He · 
might send the child every day in the 
year to a school in which the branches 
named were not taught in the English lan
guage,· yet in the purview of this act he 
has not sent the child to school at all; and 
~t will not count any more than if the 
child had not seen a school. So far then 
as private schools are contemplated in the 
Bennett Law, it annihilates them unless 
they conform to section 5. And if they 
do conform to section 5, they are virtu
ally annihilated anyhow because then they 
are. under State control ·and so become 
State schools instead of private schools. 

So far then every child must attend 
such a school as is defined in section 5, 
at least .twelve weeks in each year. Now: 
wJ:w is to fix the time ? Who . is to say 
what particular twelve weeks of .the year 
they shall be? Section 1 continues, say
ing:·· "Which number of weeks shaU be 
fixed by the Board of Education. or Board 
ofDirectors of the city, town, or district; 
and for a portion o;r. portions thereof, to b13 
so, fixed by such Boards, the ·attendance 
shall be consecutive J. provided that such 

Boards shall· not fix such compulsory 
period at more than twenty-four weeks of 
each year." If that does not subject
private schools to_ Boards of Education· 
and Board of Directors, anywhere from 
twelve to twenty-four weeks in each year 
justas they shall see fit, then it would be 
impossible' to frame a statute that would 
do so: 

Now does 'the Bennett Law s"Ub).ect pri
vate schools "to the approval or disap
proval" of School Boards? Section 2, pro
vides that "from attendance at school 
required by this act," that is from attend· 
ance at such a school as is defined by 
section 5, any child shall be excused '' by 
the Board of Education or· School Directors, · 
upon its being shown, to their satisfaction, 
that instruction _has otherwise been given 
for a like. period of time to such child in 
the elementary branches commonly taught 
in the public schools, or that such child 
has already a.cquired such elementary 
branches of learning." By this -the 
power is conferred upon the School 
Boards to pass upon the system of in
struction employed in any private school. 
It must be shown to their satisfaction that 
the children who do not attend the public 
school, have received in another place such 
instruction as is required by the public
school curriculum. This must he shown 
to the satisfaction of the Boards; and the 
Boards themselves are the ones who are 
to decide whether the presentment is sat
isfactory or not. Therefore, if the Ben
nett Law does not subject private schools 
to the approval or, disapproval of School 
Boards, and vest in those Boards the 
power to determine the extent and the 
subject of instruction to be acquired by 
children attendingv private schools, then it 
would be iliipossible to do so without spe-, 
cifically stating it in so mariy words. 

Accordingly the State Superintendent 
said:-

Parents, guardians, and others who may elect 
other· means than the public school of the district 
in which they reside for the education of children 
under their charge or control, when summoned by 
the School Board of their district, must show suf
ficient reasons for non-attendance of· their children 
upon the public school. 

But of this instruction Judge Prender-
gast says:- · 

This is the meaning and effect of the injudicious 
Illinois Sta,tute, but it is certainly not the meaning 
or effect of the Bennett Law. · 

Nevertheless it is clear that the State 
Superintendent states the matter rightly. 
By the law, if a child is not in the public 
school, the parent or guardl.an must an
swer for it under penalty of fi'o)ll three to 
twenty dollars. If the parent or guardian 
says that the . child goes to a private 
school, then he must show to the satisfac- · 
tion of the School Boa:td that the child re
ceives there such instruction as is required 
by the public school course. If the child is 
in neither a public nor a private school, 
then also it must be shownto the satisfac
tion of the School Board, that he has re-

ceived or is rece1vmg elsewhere the in
struction required by the law and in the 
English language as the law requires. It 
is, certain- therefore that the State Super
intendent li.as interpreted the law accord
ing to.its·.evident.intent. 

Again the Superintendent said:.:-
In extent· the instruction rP.ust. not be less than 

that prescribed by-the rule adopted by the Board. 
In subjects the instruction must include re~ding, 
writing, arith~etic, and United States historyinthe 
English language as provided in th!'l fifth section 
of the act in question. 

And upon this, Judge Prendergast re
mA,rks:-

The act nowhere confers upon School Boards au
thority to prescribe the extent of instruction that 
children inust receive in private schools. · 

There is a technical turn,· by which 
alone this statement can be true. It is 
true that tlie act nowhere confers upon 
School Boards authority to prescribe the 
greatest extent of instruction that children 
must receive in private schools. But it is 
certainly true that it does· confer upon 
School Boards authority to prescribe the 
least extent to which instruction can be 
given there. The act distinctly says that 
the number of weeks of compulsory at-

. tendance shall be fixed by the School 
Boards; and the period shall not be less 
than twelve, nor more than twenty~four 
weeks in' each year. But when this period 
has been fulfilled, the other private school 
may go on all the other weeks of the year, 
and the School Board has nothing to say 
about it. If the. School Board in the present 
year shall fix the period at sixteen weeks · 
in- which instruction shall be given ac
cording to .the terms of the law, the in
struction m:ust not be less than this in ex
tent. That is what the Superintendent 
said and that is what the law says. And 
the technicality that saves the Judge's 
criticism from being false is hardly worth 
the trouble of using. 

If now we have removed any misappre
hensions as to what the Bennett Law is; 
if we have dispelled any misbelief of what 
it is, and have assisted in any way in 
making plain what it really is, so that 
the opposition may be concentrated upon 
it and directed definitely against it for ex
actly what it is, we are satisfied with this 
effort. The Bennett Law and the Illinois 
Law are both distinct and positive inva
sions of the r-ights of the parent aitd the 
rights of . the people. we hope they both 
may be annihilated as they propose to 
annihilate the private school. A, T. J. 

A DEN.VER paper says·: ·''The advocates 
of Sunday legislation are finding fault 
with Deriver Sunday recreations, and will 
endeavor to close Elitch's Zoo, stop the 
Berkeley 'motors, and shut· off the City 
Park concerts. The last-named is not so · 
much an eye-sore, however, as the con
certs do not occur until 4 P. M. The sky 
is ruddy, however, with an effort to force 
people to either remain at home on Sun~ 
day or go to church." 
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1"he So-Called National Reform Move
•ment~ 

, THE .National Reform movement is 
defin.ed . by l)av~d Me Al}ister, D. D., 
LL;))., Treasurer of the National Reform 
Associatim~ and author of the "Manual of 
Christian Civil Government," as "organ
ized .opposition to the encroachments of 
t}:re secular theory of civil government." 
" Th,e secular theory," he says, " is 
summed up in the statement that ''civil 
government has nothing to with religion 
hut to let it alone I " This definition of 
the secular theory we accept; but the 
Doctor's definition of National Reform is 
def~(}tive . f0r the reason that it gives the 
impression. that the movement is wholly 
defensive, whereas it is decidedly aggres
sive,. as W'ill appear presently. 
;•In, his ''Manual of Christian Civil Gov

G.o:V$rnme:Q.t," Dr. Me Allister says:-
Ftom: the first the work of the .Association has 

been ;both: conservative ana reformatory. It has 
nevt:li failed tO st!;!,nd in the breach when auy of the 
Christia~ institutions of our Government, such as 
Sab~1th l~ws, or the Bible and unsectarian religious 
in~tfuction hi our common schools, were assailed 
and needed. sturdy defense. At the same time it 
used its utmost efforts to reform· .every abuse and 
wropg in our public life, .and go. to the root of the 
mattflr by such a radical reformation as would put 
th~·Nation in avowed allegiance to Christ as King 
of k;irtgs, and 'pi·acticai obedience to his law. 

This . shqwJ, as before remarked, that 
Natio.nal Reform .is not simply "organ
ize<;].. opposition to the encroachments of 
secularism,)) but that it is an organized de
mand for the enactment of laws directly in 
the interests of r~ligion and religious in
stituiions. This is well illustrated in the 
ca:seof the;Sunday. We have no national 
Sunday lairs, and never had such a law, 
therefore, as a national Association the 
N~tional Reformers have not stood "in 
the. breach" when our ''Sabbath laws" 
have been, assailed. Their standing in 
th,e preach has been by making· demands 
fpr • ihe pa~sage of a national law for Sun
day observance and by efforts to secure 
more stringent State laws. A:nd not only 
so. but they demand a radical and far
reacl;ling change .in our fundamental law. 
Just what this change is will appear from 
a consideration of the proposed amend
me!lt to the preamble to the Federal Con
stitu,tion. They demand that this pream
ble, shall be amended to read as follows :-

We, the _people of the United, States [recognizing 
the being an.,-1. attributes of Almighty God, the di
vine authority of the. holy Scriptures, the law of 
God as the paramount rule, and Jesus, the Messiah,, 
the Saviour and Lord of all], in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domes
tic tranquillity, provide for the <;~ommon defense, 
promote the general welfare, aud secure the bless
ings of liberty to ourselves and to our posterity, 
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
United &tates'of Ame1•ica. 

The part inclosed .iri. brackets constitutes 
.the proposed amendment,' and is certainly 
much more than "opposition to the en
croachments of secularism;'' it is in fact 
a direct assault, not only up'on secularism 

as at present embodied in our laws, but 
upon the rights enjoyed by non-Christians 
under the Constitution as it is. 

Nor must it be supposed that this would 
be simply a triumph of a theory over a 
theory, and that the adoption of this 
amendment would be barren of practical 
results. So far would it be from this that 
it would subordinate every statute, yea ev
ery constitutional provision to that which 
the courts should hold to be the law of 
God. We say · that which the courts 
should hold to be the law of God, because 
the question of what constitutes that law 
would have to be passed upon by the 
courts. And not only so, but they would 
also be called upon to sit as judges of that 
law, interpreting it just as they now inter
pret and construe acts of Congress. 

The courts might ·decide that the ten 
commandments constitute the law of God, 
or they might hold that by the law of 
God as used in the amended preamble was 
meant the whole revealed will of t.he di
vine Being. But be that as it might, they 
would be compelled to take cognizance of 
everything coming within the scope of 
that law, and thus become judges not 
alone of words and acts, but of thoughts 
as well, for that law takes cognizance o£ 
the most secret emotions of the soul; it 
is declared to be '' a discerner of the 
thoughts · and intents of the heart." 
He b. 4: 12. In harmony with this dec
laration of the apostle, we find the 
Saviour declaring that hatred is murder 
(Matt. 5:20, 21), and that lust is adultery. 
Verses 27, 28. It follows that to admin
ister the divine law men must in some 
way get at the thoughts of the heart, and 
that could be done only by extorting con
fession by torture, just as confession was 
wrung from the victims of the Inquisition 
in the Dark Ages. 

It may be supposed by some that this is 
taking an extreme view of the National 
Reform position and of its logical results 
for the purpose of presenting the move
ment in as unfavorable a light as possible; 
but it is nothing of the kind. It is just 
what they say about it themselves. In 
an article in the Christian Statesman of 
April 17, a prominent National Reformer 
says:-

The whole moral law as summed up in the ten 
commandments, and the whole moral Mosaic penal 
code, would be the rule of action in Congress, in 
State Legislatures, a11d in courts of justice. 

And again:-
Not the ever-changing will of the people, but the 

unchangeable law of the Most High would be of su
preme authority. 

The effect of this would be to change 
this Government from a government of 
the people and by the people to a theoc
racy, not indeed a true theocracy as was 
the theocracy of Israel, but to a counter
feit of that theocracyin which men would 
Tule in the name of Goa, but without his 
sanction and without divine guidance. It 
would be a goverillil.ent ·in which men 
would sit in the temple of God showing 

themselves to be God, that i3 assuming 
the powers which belong alone to God, 
thus opposing and exalting themselves 
above God, as does the man of sin. de
scribed by the· apostle in Second Thessa,
lonians. 

In saying this we do not charge the 
National Reformers with the intention to 
follow the example of the Papacy, nor with 
any purpose to oppose themselves to the 
truth of God by usurping his prerogatives; 
far from it; but we do charge that their 
zeal for God and for his law is not accord
ing to knowledge. Their purpose is to 
honor God by requiring all to acknowledge 
him as the rightful ruler of this Nation 
and of all nations; but the effect of their 
proposed amendment would be to put the 
Government in the place of God, to sub
stitute for the divine law human interpre
tation of that law, and so to destroy al
legiance to God. · 

This would be most disastrous to the 
very best elements of manhood, and de
structive of conscientious obedience to 
God. Under such a. Government men 
would look not to God and to his law to 
know their duty but to the law of the land. 
They would naturally ask, not,. what does 
God require ? but, what does the State re
quire? And instead of seeking to pl~ase 
God, they would seek to please the State; 
and with that done, no matter h.ow super
ficial the service, they would be content. 

C. P. B. 

---------~------
Is Protestantism Powerless? 

AN old saw says, "You cannot eat your 
cake and keep it, too." In like manner it 
may be said you cannot keep the public 
schools intact and devote them to the fur
therance of religious instruction. Why ? 
-For several reasons. In the first place, 
there can be no religious instrnction with
out giving that which by some religionists 
will be considered sectarian. For· exam
ple, when it is insisted that the Bible 
should be read in the public schools, what 
is meant is that a specific translation and 
none other must be used. That transla
tion is the King James version. It is ob
jected to by Roman Catholics that it is a . 
distinctively Protestant version; that cer
tain renderings are wrongly made; and it 
is objected that the Bible should be ex
plained by competent teachers, for which 
work the public school teacher is not qual
ified. Therefore, say the Roman Catho
lics, such instruction is sectarian. Is it, 
or is it not ? Suppose the circumstances 
were reversed, and the Catholics forming 
the majority· were to insist on reading the 
Douay version in the schools with ''do 
penance" translated for "repent "-would 
not Protestants object, and with good r~a
son? 

But if it be insisted that this · King 
James version shall be read and taught 
as "an educative force," is it nbt clear the 
way is opened up to the Roman Catholics 
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not only to withdraw from the public 
schools, but to insist that a share of the 
school tax shall be allotted to their parish 
schools ? A version of the Bible held to 
by certain sects and repudiated by other 
sects is to that extent sectarian. How is 
it possible, then, to keep the schools free 
from sectaria:nism, and yet introduce a 
seetarian version of the Bible in the 
schools? 

Furthermore, is Protestantism so weak 
that it must depend upon five or ten min
utes of Bible instruction, cy teachers of 
the public schools, many of v-hom are un
qualified for the work of instruction, in 
orderto religiously educate their children? 
Are the home, the Church with its prayer-. 
meetings, its Sm:iday- school and other 
agencies wholly inadequate to the work of 
rel~giously educating the youth, so that if 
the King James version of the Old Testa
ment is not read the omission would be 
"deplorable and suicidal " ? Possibly 
Protestantism is as weak and powerless 
as. such a condition of affairs would indi
cate. ]3ut we very greatly doubt it.
Christian at Work. 

Sunday Laws Again 

W:m are glad to be in harmony with 
others whenever it is possible, and we 
find we are in harmony with Brother 
Me Creery in several particulars. We 
agree ·with him that no Sabbath laws 
should be passed for the enforcement of 
the Sabbath as a religious ordinance, and 
we also fully agree with him that work
ingmen and all others should be pro
tected in the observance of the Sabbath; 
and we further agree with him fully that 
the "Sabbath was made for man," to be a 
blessing spiritually and temporally, and we 
are sure that if all would observe the Sab
bath day they would be in better health, 
live longer and be far happier. ·So far we 
are agreed. Wherein then is the Sunday
test Bill wrong? We answer that the ob
ject of the bill is .to enforce the. observance 
of a religious ordinance. Article 2, of 
the constitution of the American Sabbath 
Union, contains the following: "The ba
sis of this Union is the divine authority 
and perpetual obligation of the Sabbath." 
In the writings and speeches of many of 
its strong supporters the claim is boldly 
put forth that God is visiting our Nation 
in judgments, because of a failure to rec
ognize him in the Constitution, and 
Christ as the ruler of the Nation, by 
appropriate legislation. The Johnstown 
fiood, the Louisville cyclone, and the fire 
by which Secretary Tracy was bereaved, 
are cited as acts of God, by which his 
wrath is shown toward the United States 
because, as a Nation, we refuse to keep 
Sunday. 

Thesl'l are the persons who are clamor
ing for the passage of the Blair Sunday
rest Bill, and all this talk about the move
men.t· being for the purpose of " protect-

ing" the· workingman is a sugar coating 
over ·the real pill which is being prepared 
for the people to swallow. 

The terms of the bill show that the ob
ject is not, "protection," but compulsion: 
''Any. person .laboriRg on Sunday shall 
be fined not 'less than $10 or more than 
$1.000," more than a year's wages for
feited for daring to labor. "Any person 
receiving pay for laboring on Sunday 
may hav(} it taken from him by whoever 
shall first · sue · for the same." It does 
seem strange that any one should argue 
that those terms only mean to ''protect" 
those who wish to be religious and to 
observe Sunday. 

Taking it for granted as assumed, that 
all that is intended is "protection," let us 
try the same argument in another way. 
We are agreed · that the daytime is for 
labor and 'that the night is for sleep. 
Men would be healthier and in many ways 
benefited by following this rule and many 
men are now laboring in the night time, 
to .their detriment. We, therefore, feel 
a great interest in "protecting" them 
and proceed to pass a law that if Brother 
Me Creery is found at his study or work
bench after 9 o'clock in the evening " he 
shall be fined not more than $1,000" and 
if he receives pay for the same, I may re
cover it from him and use his night wages 
for myself. Would you call that protec-
tion? . 

A majority of the people conclude that 
men would live longer, have better health 
and be happier if they regula:dy used soup. 
It is a God-given right which all have to 
use soup. It may be that this idea is tra
ditional and. has been handed down to us 
from a soup country, and it may also be 
true that with these who praise and. laud 
soup IW very highly it is used as a relig
ious rite, but that is neither here nor there. 
"Soup is good for man," and the working
man must be protected in this, his God
given right to eat soup. The working- · 
men may appear by their representatives 
and say, "Leave that soup business alone; 
we will get our rights without your aid." 
In our extreme anxiety for '' protection " 
we formulate our law and when it is com
pleted, it provides that Brother Me Creery, 
with others, must regularly and at stated 
intervals take his soup, and he must take 
it at the same tim.e th.ose who use it as a 
religious rite take theirs, and a failure to 
do so makes him liable to a fine of not 
over $1,000, all because soup is good for 
man, and man must be "protected" in his 
right to eat soup. Brother Me Creery 
may have consoientious scruples about 
eating his soup on the stated day and may 
have eaten his the day before. That 
makes no difference; the law must be en
forced or at least can be enforced, and it 
may be that the ''less enlightened" States 
may enforce the law to- the detriment of 
his particular stomach, but the more "en
lightened States" might be "tolerant" and 
not wish to disturb our worthy brother. 

How is that for "protection" ? yet it is 
just the same as this Sunday protecti0n. 

The statement that the States which are 
the least advanced are the ones where 
Seventh-day observers are persecuted, and 
the more enlightened States are tolerant, is 
the best argument against any such law. 
The more enlightened States see the ab
surdity of such a law and will not enforce 
it, while the States that are behind make the 
lot of one class hard, because they can do 
so with a bad l2tw. The fault is with the 
law and not with the people.-J. D. Pegg, 
in Fort Collins, Colorado, Courier. 

The History of the Bennett Law. 

THE history and the provisions of the 
Illinois and Wisconsin Statutes and the 
steps officially taken in both States to con
strue and enforce them will show that 
those who have positive convictions as to 
the place of the parent in the domain of 
education had just ground of apprehension 
if not of complaint; while, on the other 
hand, those who entertain positive or even 
advanced views on the relation of the 
State to education will, on learning what 
is really opposed, find much in the Illinois 
Statute and something in the Bennett Law 
that may be omitted or amended without 
impairing the just rights of society or the 
State, and without at all interfering with 
the development of the elements most to 
be desired in a system of universal edu.: 
cation. 

Like individuals and all things within 
the State, both kinds of schools are ame
nable to the powers of the State to an ex
tent measured by the necessities of the 
common welfare, but the public schools, 
being the creation of the State, bear a re
lation to the State control not shared in 
by the private schools, which are the cre
ation of voluntary individual action. 

For some years it was observed in the 
city of Chicago that a considerable num
ber of children of school age were loiter
ing on the streets and in. public places, 
with evident injury to their moral and 
physical well-being. Other children, in 
much greater n1,1mbers, were put to labor 
in shops, factories, and stores at an imma
ture age, and it was cons}dered that such 
practices were injurious, not only to the 
children, but to society. As to the chil
dren that wand~red upon the streets, it 
was felt that in some cases blame attached 
to parents ; in other cases that the chil
dren were beyond the control of their 
parents. 

These conditions and the agitation aris
ing from them among the people and 
various organizations, in the press and in 
the Board .. of Education, resulted in the 
appointment of a committee by the Presi
dent of the Board of Education to frame 
acts to be presented to the General As
sembly of the Stat@ of Illinois, then in 
session. Three bills were drawn and 
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submitted to a public meeting of citizens 
embracing . all shades of opinion on the 
subject of education and religion; were 
approved by that. meeting;L subsequently 
approved by the Board of ~ducation, and 
the Board appointed a cotnmittee, other 
than those that had framed the bills, to 
take these. proposed laws to Springfield 
and cause them to be introduced in the 
Legislature. These three bills were in
trod:uced in the House of Representatives 
on lfarc.h 7, 1889, and became known as 
follows:-

House Bill No; 531, a bill for .an act regarding 
truant chil<iren. 

Hcmse Bill~ No. 547, a bill for an act prohibiting 
child labor. 

House Bill No. 557, a bill for an act concerning 
the education of children. 

These three bills were referred to com
mittees of the House and the first two of 
therii were not acted upon thereafter by 
the .Hou.se, and so did not. become .laws. 
·The:third bill passed the. House, !'believe, 
was'. sent to the Senate, an(!. in the Senate 
there was ·substituted for it a bill which 
waseommonly supposed to have been pre
pared by the State Superintendent of In
struction, ~nd which became a law. This 
bill•· difl'ers radically in several respects 
from the· bill which was· prepared and 
generally approved in Chicago, and it is to 
the objectionable features of this bill that 
it would .·.seem, the wholEi controversy, 

. both in Illinois and Wisconsin, is due. 
The bill that passed the Illinois Legisla- · 

ture perll1its and even invites harsh, un
necessary, ~and illegal prosecution against 
parents. It undertakes to vest in Boards 
of 'Education and Boards of Directors au
thority and jurisdiction over private day 
Schools, and subjects these to the approval 
of .~uch Boards, without·wnich they can~ 
not, accordi~g 'to the act, exist. Several 
prosecutions have taken place in thfl State 
of Illinoiw under this act, while not a sin
gle prosecution · has tal} en place in: the 
State of Wisconsin under the so-called 
Bennett Law. 

This brings us to consider what is the 
Bennett Law, and what were the circum
sta:ri.ces preceding, surrounding and suc
ceeding its enactment. 

The Wisconsin Legislature was in ses
sion during the winter of 1888-9. There. 
was presented in that Legislature a bill 
known as ·the Pond Bill. The announced 
object of •this Pond Bill was to secure 
statistics from all schools in the State of 
Wisconsin, public, private, and denomina
tional, touching several matters connected 
with the schools. The provisions of this 
bill were regarded as somewhat sweeping 
and inquisitorial. :Agitation against the 
bilLwas widespread throughout the State, 
and it was defeated. 

About this time, whether because of the 
defeat of the Pond Bill ot not, I am not 
advised, copies of the three bills which 
had been prepared in Chicago, presented 
to the Illinois Legislature and defeated, 
were run together and introduced as one 

bill in the Legislature of Wisconsin by 
Mr. Bennett, and it was announced, and 
repeated over and over again, and became 
generally accepted as true throughout the 
State of Wisconsin.that the Bennett Bill, 
which in fact consisted of three bills on 
three very different; though related, sub
jects, was a copy of the Compulsory School 
Law, enacted in Illinois, and hence it came 
to pass that unjust prosecutions under the 
Illinois law were regarded as liable to be 
duplicated at any time in the State of 
Wisconsin. 

Those who were alarmed and exasper
at.ed by these Illinois prosecutors, all of 
them not being conversant with the rules 
of construction of statutes, and in many 
cases without having carefully studied 
the Bennett Law itself, grew to have an 
antipathy toward it because of what they 
supposed it to be .. The blunder, to use no 
stronger term, of passing in Illinois a 
crude .and defective ·law was followed in 
Wisconsin by the blunder of merging 
three separate bills, ·each containing ma
chinery for its own enforcement by pains 
and penalties, and passing the whole as 
one bill, which seemed, as was said in one 
of the protests made against it, ''to bristle 
with penalties." 

The opposition to the Bennett Law was 
the result principally of the belief that it 
was the same as the Illinois law, which 
law permitted and authorized harassing 
and illegal interference, on the part of 
School Boards, with parental rights. :And 
so the controversy grew, on OPe side per
sons believing that their parental and 
even religious rights were being unjustly 
interfered with, and on the other hand, 
persons believing that the opposition to 
the Beni;J.ett Law was opposition to popu
lar education, opposition to the public 
school law, and opposition to the develop
ment of a high standard of citizenship.
Judge Prendergast, Chicago. 

A Sunday Convention .in California. 

A DISTRICT Sabbath Observance Con
vention was held at' San Jose, California, 
May 20 and 21, under the auspices of the 
California Sabbath Union and the Wo
man's Christian Temperance· Union .. It 
will be understood that the word Sabbath 
here refers to Sunday. From the pub
lished call for the Convention, we extract 
the following:-

The great importance of the divine institution, 
the steady growth of opposition to it as a sacred 
day of rest, the alarming prevalence of Sabbath 
desecration, and the danger that a continental Sun
day may displace our true American Sabbath, all 
call for combined wisdom and united effort to 
promote Sabbath sanctification and to secure a 
righteous civil law in our State that will tend to 
prevent the contemptuous disregard of our precious 
rest-day. 

:Among the arguments brought to bear 
on the subject was the claim of Rev. T. 
B. Stewart, of San Francisco, that the 
murder of Pr-esident Lincoln was a judg-

ment of God on the Nation because the 
people of the North spent Sunday in .re
joicing, 'Yith drums and cannon, oyer the 
surrender of Lee to Grant. · 

Mrs. Bateham, of Ohio, was quite hope
ful of the future. " This question," she 
said, "is being agitated all around the 
world." She said:-

we have in America tried the Puritan Sabbath, 
and we ought to know what its influence has been. 
Foreign nation~ have envied us this holy observ
ance. All the nations of Europe are tending to
wards a .more perfect keeping of the Lord's day. 
There has been a Sabbath Observance Congress in 
France, and we may soon expect a Sabbath law in 
this State. This is very encouraging, for France is 
one of the three spots in the civilized world that 
has no Sunday law. The District of Columbia is 
the second, and California, as you all know, is the 
third. . . . We have passed the midnight hour 
on this question, and now the dawn is coming. 

. . . Even the railroads have been influenced, 
and the Sunday freight traffic has diminished by 
one-half. . . . I have found a much stronger 
feeling in favor of this law in California than I 
expected, and I am greatly m:wouraged by such a 
Convention as this. 

In the course of a subsequent address, 
Mrs. Bateham said:-

There are people who ask for what they call a 
free Sunday. They should remember that ·liberty 
to play means liberty to work, and liberty to work 
means the liability to be compelled to work by 
those who are rPstless in their greed for wealth. 

In this the speaker completely upset the 
plea for a "civil Sabbath," with which the 
people of California are being regaled. 
That theory- would give men a free Sun
day; in fact, freedom of the overworked 
laborers is professedly the great object 
sought. But according to Mrs.· Bateham, 
they must not have freedom to play. 
What then must they have freedom to do? 
Let her own words tell:-

we wish to secure this day safe from all work, 
in order that men may spend it with their families 
and have time to attend the house of worship and 
to study. 

Those people who are credulous enough 
to accept the plausible civil Sabbath ad- · 
vances in favor of a State Sunday law 
may as well open their eyes first as last to 
the fact that no such thing is contem
plated by the chief movers in this plot. 
The whole tenure of the· sentiment ex
pressed by members of the Convention 
was to the point of a sacred, religious ob
servance of the day. Mrs. Bateham is an 
acknowledged mouth-piece of the Sunday
law element, and her .denunciations of a 
free Sunday are applauded by the Califor
nia Sunday-law Union. Quite a number 
of honest people have been thus far duped 
with the idea of "merely a civil Sa,bbath ;" 
but when this movement shall have cul
minated in law, they will find that a re
ligions day underlies their expected day 
of recreation. They must not have lib
erty to play. 

Dr. Hirst, President of the University 
of the Pacific, delivered an address on the 
subject, "Shall We Have a Continental 
Sunday, or the Christian Sabbath?" He, 
too, dwelt emphatically on the sacredness 
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of the day, and the dangers of making it 
a holiday. His emphatic declaration was: 
"Take· religion out of the Sabbath, and it 
bec9mes only a foot-ball." .. ·He said :~ 

It is deserving of notice that those who ask that 
the people should have a holiday, never think of 
asking that Wednesday should be set apart for that 
holiday. No; they ask for the Sabbath, for it is 
thought to be safer to rob God than to rob men. 

We had noticed the fact ourselves, that 
when the specious pretext of a civil Sab
bath for the workingman's physical benefit 
was being held up for the admiration of 
the public, it was always Sunday, never 
Wednesday, or any other day but Sun
day. Now we have ·the admission of 
one of the Sunday-law champions, and an 
able one, too, that they mean to enforce 
the religions observance of the day,-the 
civil feature was only the. sugar coating. 
There was one good suggestion the speaker 
uttered, which we think applies quite 
aptly to the movement he is advocating, 
namely, that "great evils are often, if 
not always, insidiously developed." This 
Sunday-law evil is coming to the front in 
just' that way.-Signs of the Times. 

Religion and the State.-No. l. 

THE present tendency, in various coun
tries, is to form .a closer relation between 
civil government and religion. The 
principal reason assigned for this by 
those who favor the movement is that 
the· constant increase of crime demands 
a moral remedy to be administered by 
the civil laws of the commonwealth. 
This movement generally manifests· itself 
in two ways, namely, in the demand 
for stricter Sunday laws, and the reading 
of the Bible in the public schools. 

In seeking to enact strict Sunday laws, 
the· promoters of the movement deny any 
wish to change in the least the present re
lation of the Church to the State. Indeed, 

. they unanimously assert that, while it is 
within the province of the State to guard 
public morals and promote the interests 
of the Church, the two departments should 
forever be kept separate. But, to justify 
the State in enacting Sunday laws,· they 
declare that to maintain a Sunday rest, 
is only to insure order and peace in the 
community, for which it is the duty of 
every commonweath to provide. Thus, 
Sunday laws are made to appear as civil 
or police regulations, and as though they 
were in no way calculated to interfere 
with a man's personal relation of faith· 
and obedience to God, and as in no sense 
religious· enactments. 

The same theory maintains that the 
Bible in the schools is necessary in order 
that children, who· are prospective citizens 
of the commonwealth and therefore the 
wards of the State, may be educated in 
morals, without which they·cannot prop
erly dis<!harge the responsibilities of citi
~enship soon to be laid upon them. This 
point is emphasized by the fact that many· 
ohHdren have no moral training at home, 

and, not being required to attend church, 
they are, therefore, abandoned to the lia~ 

• bility of. 4eveloping into criminals unless 
the State steps in to counteract this tend
ency, through the public schools. · 

It certainly is to be regretted, that some 
children are not trained in virtue and 
morality, either at home or in the church. 
Could all have the benefit of a proper 
religious training from infancy, it would • 
undoubtedly be a safeguard against crime, 
as well as a stimulus to high attainments 
in citizenship. But, does it follow· that 
because the Church and the home are 
unfaithful in the discharge of religious 
duties, the State should assume their 
prerogatives, and, in addition to its civil 
duties, attempt the teaching of religious 
doctrines? 

Doubtless some are ready to answer 
this question at Oiice in the affirmative. 
But there are some principles underlying 
this whole matter, which .it is :well to con
sider, before drawing a final conclusion. 
Every man has certain natural rights 
which must necessarily accompany his ex
istence. If man were the creature of a civil 
government, the same power by which 
that government could create its subjects, 
would enable it to create the rights of its 
subjects. But man, being God's creature, 
existed long before any civil government, 
and, of course, his rights also antedate 
all such governments. On the other 
hand, civil government is tlie creature of 
man, and was created by him, for a single 
purpose, that of protecting his previously 
existing rights, given him by his Creator. 
Civil government, therefore, having no. 
power to bestow these rights, can properly 
have no authority to infringe them. The 
only province of civil government, is to 
protect rights already possessed, and no 
matter how infinitesimal a man's rights. 
may be, it is the duty of civil government 
to protect those rights against any en
c-roachment. For any government to go 
beyond this, and ast'nime to override or 
restrict man's God-given ·rights, · is ·to 
usurp an authority which belongs only to 
the Cr.eator of man and his rights. 

J. 0. CORLISS. 

WE do not vouch for the statement, but 
it is said that "a saloon man has. been 
found in Washington who closes his place 
with prayer. His application for renewal 
of license having been rejected on the 
ground that his place bore.a bad name, he 
appeared before the commissioner in his 

· own behalf. In reply to the question, 
'Do you shut up promptly at midnight?' 
he answered: ' When ten minutes to 
twelve comes, I kneel down, say my 

. prayers, and shut up.'" Prayer.under such 
conditions would be just about as much of 
a farce as is the labeling of governments 
and corporations, Christian, when every
body knows that they are nothing of· the 
kind, and when in the very nature of the 
case they cannot be Chr~stian. 

RELIGLOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION. 

We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
w·e believe in tempsrance, and regard the ·liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. · 
We believe: in supporting the civil government, and submit

ting to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. 
We believe it is the .right1 and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own con· 
sci~nce. 

We also believtl it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religlous·Jegislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in· 
•·st!mable blessillQ's or both religious and civil liberty. 
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President. 
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IN Arkansas, State Secretary D. Net" 
tleton has been doing some very effective 
work for the Association in the distribu
tion of Religious Liberty literature. It is 
expected that at the session of the Legisla
ture, the coming winter, another. effort 
will be made to increase the stringency of 
the Sunday laws in that State. 

--------~--------
IN an editorial on the '' True Basis of 

Sabbath Laws," in its issue of May 29, 
the Christian Statesman unintentionally 
draws a comparison which does indeed 
show conclusively the true basis of civil 
laws .for the observance of Sunday, as it 
existed in the mind of the writer. The 
article says :-

The principle of Judaism would make the sev
enth day of the week our civil Sabbath. The prin
ciple of Mohammedanism would make the sixth 
day our civil day of rest. But our law has no such 
connection with Judaism or Mohammedanism. It 
has a connection however with Christianity. 

Judaism would make the seventh day, · 
Mohammedanism the sixth day, and 
Christianity the first day, our civil Sab
bath. 

By this collocation the authority of the 
three is equal and similar, each in its 
own sphere. 

Nothing more is required to show the 
falsity of this position than to ask whether 
the authority of Christianity, or Judaism 
rests upon the same basis as Mohammed
anism, and whether Judaism enforced the 
observance of the Sabbath by the same 
authority from which .Mohammedanism 
derives its right to enforce its rest day, · 
and whether true Christianity bears the 
same· relation to Judaism, which Moham
medanism does to Judaism ? 

No religion enforced by, and observed 
in obedience to, a civil statute oan be 
anything else than a man-made religion. 
Mohammedanism is a man-made religion, 
and the legal Christianity proposed by the 
Statesman would be no better, for it would 
be liable to all manner of human perver-
sion(;! and corruptions. w. ;H. M. 
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IT is stated that a wealthy citizen of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, has announced 
his intention to spend $50,000, if necessary, 
to prevent one of the theaters of that city 
from giving Sunday performances here
after. 

IN the American Bible Society, at its 
annual session in this city, it was stated 
that during the past eight years, 750,000 
families in this country have been found 
without Bibles, and almost 300,000 of 
these families refused the Bible even as a 
gift. That is another argument which 
goes to show how this is '' a Christian 
Nation." 

WE recently selected for our columns 
an article from one of the great religious 
papers of this city which we thought ex
ceptionally good, and which we designed 
printing with proper credit. It was put 
into type, and came very near getting into 
the page before we noticed that it con
tained an entire paragraph which had 
been plagiarized bodily from the_ Sun. 
We have no objection to the Sun>· indeed 
we think it a very good paper, but we feel 
ashamed to think that one of our leading 
religious papers is compelled to steal edi
torials from a secular paper. . It is prob
ably true that there is honor among 
thieves, that is, among ordinary thieves, 
but it is scarcely true of literary pirates. 

ABOUT the only thing in which the ad
vocates of Sunday "laws are perfectly 
agreed among themselves is, that they 
should have Sunday laws. But when it 
comes to the basis for the required legis
lation, they find themselves unable to 
agree. The National Reformers repudiate 
the idea of the "civil Sabbath." They 
maintain that the only proper ground for 
Sunday laws is the law of God, and very 
properly say that to admit any human 
authority or civil policy, would be to 
admit the right of the State to fix, and 
consequently to change the Sabbath; and 
to take this position would be virtually to 
say that were the State to change the day, 
they would also change their practice in 
the observance of the day. 

But· many, even among Christian min
isters, assert that there is a c-ivil basis for 
Sunday laws, and that they ask for such 

legislation,; not on religious, but on civil 
and utilitarian grounds. This idea is 
made prominent by the American _Sab- . 
bath Union, .and .by th_ose who ai'e work
ing in harmony ·with them. It was the 
central thought in a recent Sunday law · 
_meeting held in OakJanq, Califo~nia, at 
which the Council of that city were re
quested to pass a Sunday-closing ordi
na.nce on purely " civil grounds." But to 
show the confusion which existed in the 
minds of the leaders of the meeting it is 
only necessary to say•that the resolutions 
adopted,· used repeatedly the term '' the 
Christian Sabbath," and closed with these· 
words : '' We here by express our decided 
conviction that the City Council should, 
without delay, pass an ordinance that will 
close all the salo_ons on the Sabbath day." 
This shows that it is not the ,·,civil Sab
bath," so called, which they wish to pre
serve, but the religious institution insisted 
upon by the National Reformers. It also 
shows the fact that nobody recognizes a 
"civil· Sabbath;" that is, a Sabbath· hav
ing any basis other than the authority of 
the Church or the authority of God. 

THE President of the American Sabbath 
Union recommends his Saturday evening 
paper for Sunday reading. But the one 
objection that takes precedence of all 
others againiOt the Sunday newspaper is 
that the reading of it keeps many people 
from church, and that those who read it 
and go to church are very much hindered 
in their devotions, and their listening to 
the sermon while at church. Now will 
not the reading of Mr. Shepard's Saturday 
evening paper on Sunday have the same 
effect? And if so, will the American Sab
bath Union advocate the abolition of Mr. 
Shepard's Saturday enning paper? If 
not, why not? 

THE Converted Catholic of this city says 
that "it is painfully true that former 
priests, and even converted priests, will 
receive ample compensation -· for their 
services in dep.ouncing Popery in all its 
phases, and especially if they speak of 
the immorality and wickedness of Jesuit 
priests and nuns, but they can starve if 
they try to preach the gospel to the Roman 
Catholics." This simply shows that the 
contest between Catholics and Protestants 
is no longer orie of principle but is simply 
a fight for advantage. This is further 
shown by the fact that Protestants are so 
ready to adopt Catholic methods and in
voke the aid of the civil power to advance 
their interests. 

REV. THOMAS DIXON, JR., pastor of the 
Twenty-third Str.eet Baptist Church; of 
this city, is credited with the following 
sensible.utterance concerning the. Sunday 
paper:-
. In iny humble opinion the Sunday newspaper has 

come to stay. It is useless to rave and talk wild 

talk on this subject. You cannot destroy it. It 
has a mission. Why not cease our efforts 'to de
stroy, and ~seek to convert it and make its gr:eat 
cylinde:rs tQ. throb with the great truth of the living 
God, an:d send its messages of love and faith circling 
round the world ? The Sunday newspaper is no 
rival. of the pulpit. To be candid, I would rather, 
myself, read a live newspaper than Hsten to a dead 
man try to preach. The preacher who cannot hold 
his own against cold type is not called to preach, 
and the soon~r he quits trying to preach, the better 
for him and the better for the cause he represents. 

The only answer that can be given to 
Mr. Dixon's query is that the gospel 
which the Sunday-law advocates proclaim 
is not one •which seeks to convert, but one 
which seeks to compel; it is not a gospel 
of moral suasion but of physical force. 
Mr. Dixon's would be the better plan, but 
it can never be popular with those who 
having departed from the spirit of the 
gospel have imbibed the spirit of the In
quisition. 

UPON the action of the late Presby
te~ian General Assembly upon the subject 
of religion and education, the Sun point
edly remarks:-

The Presbyterians want religious in
struction in our public schools. 

But how can we have it in this repub
lic, where the Church and the State are 
wholly separate? What religion shall we 
teach? Shall it be Christianity or Bud
dhism Judaism or the doctrine~ taught , . 

by Jesus? 
The Presbyterians assail the Roman 

Chu:rch as the enemy of the school sys
tem; and yet ·they are joining forces with 
it in demanding religious education as a 
necessary part of the public- school sys
tem. 

THE Pacfjic Union, a California labor 
paper, has the following:-

When Mr. Gompers was asked what would be 
wanted after the eight-hour day, he answered, 
"More." And then what ? " More." But how 
much more, Mr. Gompers? "Why, not one iota 
less than the full fruit of his toil. Put that on your 
banner.'' 

Mr. Gompers does not say who will 
employ labor under such conditions, nor 
where the capital is to come from to in
augurate, and to support -in their infancy 
the various enterprises that are '170 return 
to the laborer the full fruit of his toil. 
Such a demand, if general, would bring 
starvation to hundreds of thousands of 
homes, that under our present industrial 
system know no want. 
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"A GOOD Sunda;y law," says the Colo- · 
rado Graphic, "is one which allows men, 
women, and children to do as they please, 
provided they do not interfere with what 
their neighbors do, or in other words, 
molest their neighbors.". 

IN commenting upon Senator Stanford's 
proposition to create a LandLoan Bureau 
in the Treasury Department, by means of 
whi<;~h the Government shail loan money 
on unincumbered real estate, at a low rate 
of iuterest, for .a long term of years, the 
Christian Union remarks that it is a 
much longer step toward Nationalism 

·than it appears to be on its surface, and 
then pertinently says: " In view of these 
schemes for making the Government a 
silent partner in all sorts of industries, 
we think the time · is ripe for some in
struction, in popular literature and lec
tures, on the true functions of govern
ment." We think so too: paternalism, 

·- or Nationalism, which is only another 
name for the same thing, will yet be the 
ruin of this country. 

A RELIGIOUS paper of Oakland, Califor
nia, has the following notice of Miss La

throp's work in that city :-

. The Non-Partisan Woman's Chrlstian 
Temperance Union is ably represented.on 
this coast at present by the national organ
izer, Miss 'Mary F. Lathrop, who is now 
in Oakland presenting the claims of the 
new organization. We are assured by 
Miss LatJ:Irop that the Union is strictly 
non-partisan and non-sectarian; that it 
proposes to keep itself clear of all entan-
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gling alliances, either religious or political, 
upon which there is room for wide differ
ence of opinion among members; and that 
it will work along the single line of Chris
tian temperance. We are sure that this 
one line affords ample scope for all the 
energies of the good ladies who join. We 
believe that the new organization is one 
with which all ladies can consistently work 
no matter what their religious convictions; 
and so long as it adheres to the plan that 
has been set before us, we wish it a 
hearty Godspeed. 

A Question of Rights. 

ALTHOUGH we are opposed to the Bennett 
Law in Wisconsin and its counterpart in 
Illinois, or anywhere else; and although 
we should like very much to see those 
laws everlastingly killed; yet at the same 
time we are constrained to say that we be
liev~P the opponents of those laws in those 
States have made a serious mistake in 
making it the issue in a political campaign. 
We believe that the opposition to those 
law~ could have made a fight and gained 
a victory in another way, the effect of 
which would have been infinitely stronger 
and more lasting than anything that may 
be done, or any victory that may be gained 
in the way they are waging the contest. 
In the other way we believe victory for 
the opponents of the laws would have been 
absolutely certain, while in this way vic
tory is at the very best uncertain. 

What we mean is, that the opponents 
of these laws, instead of entering upon a 
political campaign to secure the repeal 
of the laws, should have planted them
selves upon the ground of personal, pri
vate, parental, and religious rights>· should 
have made the plea that those laws are 
unconstitutional in that they are an un
warranted invasion of such rights; and 
should have carried their plea to the Su
preme Courts of their States. We say that 
in following this course, we believe vietory 
would have been absolutely certain; because 
the Supreme Courts of both those States 
have already decided that it is the right 

NUMBER 26. 

of the parent to direct what subjects and 
to what extent his child shall study even 
in the public school; and that this right 
is above the authorjty of the public school 
teacher, or the public School Board. The 
Supreme Court of Wisconsin said:-

Ordinarily, it will be conceded, the law gives the 
parent the exclusive right to govern and control the 
conduct of his minor children, and he has the right 
to enforce obedience to his commands by moderate 
and reasonable chastisement. And furthermore, it 
is one of the earliest and most sacred duties taught 
the child, to honor and obey its parents. The situa
tion is truly lamentable, if the condition of the law 
is that he is liable to be punished by the parent fo.t· 
disobeying his orders in regard to his studies, and 
the teacher may lawfully chastise him for obeying 
his parents in that particular. 

The Supreme Court of Illinois said:

Parents and guardians are under the responsibilit,r 
of preparing children entrusted to their care and 
nurture, for the discharge of their .duties in after 
life. Law-givers in all free countries, and, with few 
exceptions, in despotic governments, have deemed 
it well to leave the education and nurture of the 
children of the State to the dir~ction of the pare~t 
or guardian. This is and has ever been, the spirit 
of our free institutions. The State has provided 
the means and brought them within the reach of 
all, to acquire the benefits of a common school ed
ucation, but leaves it to parents and guardians to 
determine the extent to which they will render it 
available to the children under their charge. 

Of these decisions. Judge Prendergast 
says:-

It has been decided by the Supreme Courts of Illi
nois and of Wisconsin that it is for the parents of 
children attending even the public schools; to deter
mine the extent and the subjects of instruction to 
be acquired by the ._child, and that such parental 
determination is to control school authorities an¢ 
teachers. If this be the law as to public schools, it 
is a fortiori the law as to private schools. 

According to these decisions the battle 
of the opponents of these laws has already 
been fought and the victory won, and all 
they had to do was to Claim the victory as 
theirs by carrying their case to the Su
preme Courts of their States. For their 
contest is in defense of the parental rights 
and authority asserted in these decisions, 
and of private schools. And as Judge 
Prendergast says, if the deterl):lination of 
the parent is to control the authorities 
and teachers of the public school, how 
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much more must it be so in their own pri-
vate schools. " 

In this way the question could have 
bee1;r argued and decided solely upon its. 
merit; in the cool, dispassionate realm of 
law j i;1.lr room for political antagonisms 
a:q.d sectarian bitterness would have . been 
avoid)~; ~:n<! the victory would have been 
compl~te, lasting and beneficial. · 

A,.~ 1t is, however, entering as they have 
upo~ ~ pplitical campaign to secure the 
defeat of these laws, the immediate effect 
will be to multiply party ·antagonisms; 
to excite more deeply sectarian bitterness; 
to involve both the Lutheran and Catho
lic Churches in direct political action; and 
even if the campaign prove successful the 
victory can be but temporary,· unless by 
constant political exertion they shall hold 
the power they shall have thus gained. 

But it is not certain that the opponents 
of the laws will be successful in the cam
paign. RwsonaMy certain it may be; 
but absolutely certain it is not. There 
are thousands of men who care very little 
about the question considered upon its 
merits, or who, if it were only a case in 
court, would be inclined to favor the de
feat of the laws; yet when it comes to 
voting for a Roman Catholic, or a candi- · 
date pledged to Roman Catholics, will 
vote against him for that reason only. It 
is easy enough to say and we agree that it 
ought not to be so; but that it is so no 
man can deny. 

But suppose the opponents of these laws 
succeed in electing all their candidates 
even to the Governor, that in itself does 
not remedy the evil of the laws. That is 
a task that still remains to be done by the 
Legislature; and an important question is, 
will they be able to secure sufficient 
power in the Legislature to repeal the laws 
entirely, or to modify them so as to annul 
all bad features? or will they be compelled 
to adopt a compromise _in the shape of 
some ambiguous phrases that will depend 
altogether upon . the party in power for 
interpretation ? 

If they should fail in the political cam
paign and then ·attempt to make a test in 
law, it will be at an immense disadvan
tage. And besides it would be but to stul
tify themselves. For, to submit a ques
tion to the decision of a political campaign 
is· to. consent that it is a question which 
may be justly settled by majorities. It is 
to agree that you will assent to the decis
ion whatever the result may be. But we 
do not believe that the Lutherans and 
. Catholics in this case intend to assent to 
th~· 'righteousness of the decision, if they 
fail 'in the campaign, if the majority 
proves to be against them. If they do in-· 

· ten,d -.to assent, then they are in a most· 
piti.~l;>~e--plight. The truth is that this· is 
not.a: question of majorities at all, it is a 
question of rights only. And being a 
. que~~i,on of rights, and. not of majorities, :i,t 
has rightly no place in a political cam-

Pfl:~~n! 

But admitting it . to b.e properly a ques- · 
tion of majorities, even then a political 
campaign is the last resort. A_ successful 
campaign may secure the repeal_of the 
law, but a successful campaign by the 
other side 'may at any time secure the 
re-enactment of the law. Wherea,s, if a 
favorable decision of the Supreme Court 
be given, that kills_ the law, and every 
other like it, forever. · If, however, the 
Court should sustain the law, then a cam
paign issue would be il). order. 

we are free to say, that we s~ncerely 
hope, that, by whatever means it may be, 
the Bennett Law and its counterpart 'in 
Illinois may be so effectually swept away 
that in practice they may never be heard 
of .more. Yet at the same time we are 
also free to say that we thh~k the oppo
nents of these laws have inade a serious 
mistake in the method to be employed; 
The Lutherans and the Roman Catholics 
in these two States have started upon a 
course which they will find to be attended 
with large possibilities of mischief-possi
bilities of mischief scarcely less if they 
succeed, than if they fail in the present 
campaign. A. T.·J. 

An Outrage. 

THE Santa Rosa, California, · Republi~ 
can has the following editorial notice of 
the fining of R. M. King, a Seventh-day 
Adventist, in Tennessee, for working o:p. 
Sunday:-

And this occurred in one of the United States of 
America, in the latter part of t.he nineteenth cent
ury! Let us hear no more about Blue Laws and 
witch burning. 

The Seventh-day Adventists are a deeply relig
ious people. Most faithfully do they observe the 
day which they believe is ordained of God for rest: 
On.that day they do no work-transact no business. 
Often the day is kept at great inconvenience.•'. But 
it is set apart by most members of the church and 
devoted to public and private worship. 

Then, too; the Seventh-day Adventists are gen
erally conscientious and honest people. They are , 
reliable, and can be depended upon. Their ce~de of 
morals is founded on their construction of Bible 
declarations. As a class they are true to ·their 
convictions of right, and equity, and justice. With 
them all these things .are not a matter of custom,' 
but of profound conviction as to the desire and 1 

purpose of the Almighty. 
And in this country there are States having laws. 

under which these people, who have religiously 
observed the day of the week which they believf:) 
was divinely set apart for ·that purpos.e, are fined 
for working on another day! It is an outrage to so 
interfere with the enjoyment of religious liberty. 

The Republican ought to know whereof 
it affirms concerning Seventh - day Ad
ventists, for the "Year Book of the Cal
ifornia Conference" shows that Santa 
Rosa has a church of that denomination 
numbering sixty members. In this Ten
nessee case the victim of the 'bigotry of 
his neighbors, and of an unwise and wicked 
law, was clearly a man of excellent char
acter; but that has nothing to do with the 
principle involved; the law would be just 
as bad if all who suffer under it were 
blacklegs. A law which makes possible 

persecution for . conscience' sake, ought 
not to e:J;Cist in ~ny State for a day. The 
law has, however, been sustained b'y the 
Supreme .Court of Tennessee, as appears 
from a notice in another column of this 

. paper; · This does not prove that the law 
is right; it only shows that the people of 
that St,Ate need to be educated in the cor
rect principles of civil and religious lib
erty. 

Sunday Laws and the Working 
People. 

ONE argument much used in favor of 
Sunday laws is that such legislation is 
necessary to give the laboring classes a 
day of rest. Indeed this is a standard 
argument and it is urged in favor of both 
State and national laws for Sunday ob
servance. Senator Blair, the father of 
the well-known Sunday-rest Bill now on 
the calendar of the Senate, has himself 
stated the case thus:-

The mass of the working people would never get 
Sunday rest if there had not been a law of the land 
that gave it to us. There is that practical fact, and 
we •are fighting for the tired, hungry man, woman, 
and child all over the country who want a chance 
to lie down and rest for twenty-four hours. out of 
the whole seven days. 

The Se~ator probably believes this to be 
true; but he is certainly mistaken if he 
does, for the mass of the people now have, 
without effective Sunday laws, all the rest 
that they have a mind to take on Sunday. 
California has, for about eight years, been 
without any Sunday law whatever, yet it 
is the testimony of even the friends of 
Sunday legislation, that the day is as well 
observed there as in States having such 
laws. A residence ·of six years in one of 
the ·large£t cities of that State, as well as 
observation in the largest city in the State, 
warrants the writer in saying that Cali
fornia has fully as good and as general 
Sunday observance as States having Sun~ 
day laws; very much better than this 
city. Secular work and business are very 
generally suspended upon that day, and 
the great mass o{ laborers have opportu
nity to spend the day as they see fit. Of 
course a few are compelled to choo~:~e be
tweenlosing their positions and working on 
Sunday, but that is no more true there 
than it is in States having Sunday laws. 

It is a very general custom to give those 
who work on Sunday some other day off, 

· and there are few indeed, if we · except 
housewives and servant girls, who work 
seven days in the week. The·legislation 
proposed by the Sena,tor would not do that 
which he assumes that it would do. Sun
day ~aws would, however, if they were 
framed as many demand that they shall· 
be, virtually compel thousands to literally 
"lie down and rest" upon Sunday for it 
would make it impossible for them to do 
anything else. Only those who live in 
large cities can appreciate the privilege of 
an occasional outing in the country or in 
some park; but these Sunday-law people 
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would place all this beyond the reach of 
the poor by making it impossible for them 
to reach such places upon the only day 
that they can spend time to go to them; 
namely, upon Sunday. The rich can keep 
carriages and can on Sunday drive to these 
places or reach them upon other days 
either by private or public conveyances, 
but the poor cannot take the nece£sary 
time except on Sunday; and then if the 
hopes of the Sunday-law advocates should 
be realized, no public conveyances would 
be permitted on Sunday, and the rich 
would enjoy a monopoly of the parks and 
various resorts which now make life toler
able for the toiling masses in our great 
cities. 

Of course Sunday holidayism is not 
desirable; no more is very much of other 
holidayism. People are likely on all such 
occasions to run to excess; but hosts of 
these people will not go to church and 
what are they to do? A leading paper 
in this city says:-

Alwost anything is better, for people who are 
confined by yrork during the week, than to remain 
in the heated, noisy, and ill-smelling city on a hot 
Sunday. Sensible and sophisticated folk start early 
in the day and thus avoid the rush. They seek 
an unfrequented rather than a popular resort. 
They prefer the beach, the woods, the fields, to the 
best-dressed crowd that ever assembled. And when 
they find the right spot, they rest in the way which 
does them most good, whether it be a new and 
agreeable form of activity or sheer "lazing." It is 
a great thing to know how to rest and to cultivate 
a genius for repose. · 

But this sort of resting is just what the 
Sunday-law people are determined the 
people shall not do; they propose to make 
it impossible for poor people to get into 
such places on Sunday. This city has, in 
Central Park, two magnificent museums, 
one of art, another of natural history, but 
they are both closed on Sunday in defer
ence to the demands of those who rever
ence the day. Referring to the last ses
sion of the Legislature of this State, the 
Mail and Express says:-

It is important to note that the Legislature did 
not lJ,ltogether ignore, as some may be led to suppose, 
every measure having a moral be!Wing. It refused, 
for instance, to pass the bill providing for the open
ing on Sunday afternoons of the Metropolitan Mu
seum of Art, and the Museum of Natm·al History, 
in this city,· and for this, every true believer in the 
sanctity of the Sabbath ought to be grateful. A 
large and powerful influence was brought to bear 
upon the Legislature in favor of this measure, and 
it is greatly to its credit that it did not pass. 

It will be observed that the only reason 
urged her~ for not opening these museums 
on Sunday is the religious character of 
the· day. A large number of people have 
a religious regard for Sunday, and for 
this reason those who do not so regard it, or 
who so regarding it do not think it wrong 
to look at paintings and other beautiful 
and interesting. things upon that d!ity, 
must be deprived of the privilege because 
of the feelings of those who think it 
wicked to spend any portion of Sunday in 
such a way. These people ~ell know that 
there are thousands who cannot visit the 

museums upon other days, but they care 
not for this; they keep Sunday and so 
everybody else must keep it too; they 
take snuff and if others don't take snuff 
also, they must at least sneeze. What they 
propose is to so hedge them about with 
law that they will be compelled to choose 
between staying at home and going to 
church. It is the duty of the State, they 
argue, to look after the morals of the peo
ple; the people caniwt be truly moral 
without going to church and being relig
ious; so it is the duty of the State to soar
range matters that they will go to church 
and be religious; and the easiest way to 
secure this end is by Sunday laws. 

There can be no doubt that Sunday laws 
are essentially religious. The Christian 
Statesman if less wise is more candid than 
some of its co-workers in the Sunday-law 
cause, and unhesitatingly declares that the 
only bisis for such legislation is found in 
the fourth commandment. In support of 
this proposition the Statesman says :-

Judge Flandrau, of the Supreme Court of Min
nesota, declared that the Sabbath law of that State 
"can have no other object than the enforcement of 
the fourth of God's commandments, which are a 
recognized and excellent standard of both public 
and private morals" (Brimhall vs. Van Campen, 8 
Minnesota Reports, 1~). Judge Caldwell, of the 
Supreme Court of Texas, held that '' the object of 
the Legislature was to forbid all secular employ
ments on the Sabbath, not excepted in the act. The 
disregard of the Sabbath, the refusal to recognize 
it as a day sanctified to. holy purposes, constitutes 
the offense " (Elsner vs. the State, 30 Texas Reports, 
524). The Supreme Court of Alabama said: ''We do 
not think the design of the Legislature in the passage 
of the act can be doubted. It was evidently to pro
mote morality and advance the interests of religion, 
by prohibiting all persons from engaging in their 
common and ordinary vocations " (O'Donnel vs. 
Sweeney, 5 Alabama Reports, 467. See also Wright 
vs. Geer, 1 Root, 474; Fox vs. Able, 2 Connecticut 
Reports, 548; George vs. George, 47 New Hampshire 
Reports, 27). 

Of course the fourth commandment says 
nothing about Sunday, but, inasmuch as 
it is popularly supposed that it now en
joins the observance of that day, and in
asmuch as the design of those demanding 
Sunday laws is to honor that day for re
ligious reasons, Sunday laws have of ne
cessity a distinctively religious character. 
They are religious legislation and utterly 
at variance with the spirit of our free in-
stitutions. c. P. B. 

The Precedent Lawyer. 

IN his address before the National Re
form Convention in Washington, last 
April, Judge Hagans, of Cincinnati, 
said:-

Very early the dies dominicus was set apart and 
the people were not to be employed in secular 
business on that day. Legislation in England be
gan in the reign of Henry VI., but a little more 
than a hundred years ago. During the reign of 
Charles II., a statute was passed, which is the 
origin or foundation of the various and somewhat 
dissimilar acts of the legislatures of the several 
States of the United States on this subject. . . . 
In every State in this Union, Sunday laws have 
been passed by our various legislatures containing 

provisions of more or less stringency, and construed 
and enforced by the highest courts, until a Sabbath 
of cessation from secular pursuits is firmly in
trenched in American law, there to abide forever. 

. . . This legislation has come to s~ay in this 
land. 

Here speaks the precedent lawyer. Be
cause the legislatures and the courts have 
mistakenly perpetuated a Church and State 
Statute of Charles II., therefore, the error 
is "firmly intrenched in American law," 
and "there to abide forever," although in 
conflict with the spirit of American insti
tutions and the letter of the injunction 
which the general Government lays upon 
itself in the First Amendment to the Con
stitution. 

The Supreme Court and the Bible. 

IN the Northern Wisconsin News of 
May 8, we find the report of a sermon 
delivered by Rev. T. De Witt Peake, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, at Mer
rill, Wisconsin, Sunday evening, Apri127. 
It sounds much more like genuine Meth
odist doctrine than does the report of the 
New York Methodist Episcopal Confer
renee rebuking the action of the Wiscon
sin Supreme Court in the case referred 
to. We wish the men of Mr. Peake's 
stamp were much more numerous, not 
only in the Methodist Church, but in all 
the other churches. We reprint the fol
lowing extract from this sermon:-

It is known to all well-informed people 
in our State, that the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin rendered a decision, March 18, 
which holds that the reading of the Bibie 
in the public schools of the State is uncon
stitutional. The case was an unusual 
one, as well as a most important one. 
Doubtless, feeling the gravity of the sit
uation, three of the Justices rendered sep
arate opinions on different phases of the· 
subject, the whole Court concurring in 
the decision on the main point at issue. 
The particular case at issue is known as 
the "Edgerton Bible Case," it h11ving 
been the habit of some teachers in the 
Edgerton schools to read the Bible at the 
opening of the morning session each day, 
using the King James v.ersion of the Bi
ble. Some of the Catholic parents of the 
little city, whose children attended the 
public schools, protested against this exer
cise, and appealed to the Circuit Court for 
a writ of mandamus, compelling the 
School Board to have the practice stopped 
or show cause for not doing so. An 
alternative writ was granted, to which the 
School Board responded, and the relators 
demurred thereto. The demurrer was 
overruled, and on this, appeal was taken 
to the Supreme Court, which decided that 
the order of the Circuit Court overruling 
the demurrer of the relators must be re
versed, and the cause remanded with di
rections to that Court to give judgment 
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for the relators on the demurrer, awarding 
% peremptory writ of mandamus as prayed 
for in the petition. 

Since this decision was given, many ad
verse opinions have been issued from the 
pulpit and the press, showing that the 
ligaments which bind. the State and 
Church together, in other countries, are 
not entirely severed in this country, in 
the minds of many good and loyal citizens. 
Indeed, many of my own brethren, in my 
own church, which is the most thor
out;hly American church in the world, 
have been foremost in denouncing the de
·cision as antichristian and un-American. 
Now, as much as I dislike to do so, I must 
dissent from their opinion, and affirm that 
I can see nothing antichristian, nothing 
antiprotestant, nothing un-American in 
the decision of the Court. At first I 
thought there was; being influenced by 
garbled extracts from the opinion of thi:l 
Court, and by the adverse criticism thereon 
by men in high places. But having se
cured the full text of the opinion and hav
ing studied it closely with the Constitution, 
and the Bill of Rights, I cannot see how 
the Court could have decided otherwise, 
and been American at all. And further, 
I think the decision will serve better the 
cause of truth and the Christian religion, 
as it is, than did it seek to re-knit the 
broken ligaments of Church and State, 
which it has taken centuries of bitter con
flict and bloody struggle to sunder. 

The American State, as I see it, is com
pletely secular. It has no religion, as 
such, and is entirely indifferent to sects as 
such. Because this is the case, she gives 
ooch citizen religious liberty in the fullest 
sense, as a fundamental right. This means 
more .than the toleration by law of differ
ences of religious belief and of different 
modes of worship. The ideal American 
State is not to inquire into any man's be
lief, as affecting his qualifications for office 
nor to concern itself either for the support 
or hindrance of any form of religion. 

Toleration denotes neither the freedom 
of religion from the State control, nor the 
equality of all .religions before the law. 
On the contrary, it implies either a prefer
ence by the State of some one form of 
faith or worship, though other forms are 
permitted; or the right of the State to 
regulate the administration of ecclesi1:1>s
.tical affairs by the civil law. In the ety
mological sense, toleration is the permit
ting of that which is not fully approved. 
In the ecclesiastical sense, it means defi
nitely, the allowance of religious opinions, 
and· modes of worship, in a State when 
contrary to or different from those of the 
established church or belief. Toleration 
is a concession, in part, of that control 
oyer religion which the State assumes to 
exercise, but which it so far permits to 
fall iiJ.tO abeyance. 

Now, you can see that this is not the con
dition of things in the ideal American State. 
The religious liberty, guaranteed by the 

ideal American State, is absolute freedom 
of religious opinion and worship, a vested 
right of conscience, not derived through 
any grant of the civil power. All that 
the ideal American State can do is to pro
tect her citizens in the enjoyment of these 
vested rights. Liberty of opinion, liberty 
of worship, liberty in all matters pertain
ing to religion, is not a privilege created, 
or conceded, by the State, but is a right 
inherent in the personality of the individ
ual conscience; and the ideal American 
State is pledged, not only, not to interfere 
with that right, but to protect it. 

Now, the Supreme Court only protected 
the Catholic conscience, at Edgerton, and 
their liberty to worship according to its 
dictates. The Court, in my judgment, 
could not have done less than this. We 
may deplore the case, we may think the 
Catholic conscience is wrong, that it is 
miseducated and narrow, but thE:~ Court 
had nothing to do with anything but the 
facts, that the conscience is there, and that 
its rights are being trampled upon. The 
Court had no right to inquire into the fact 
whether the Catholic Church is friendly 
to the common-school system or not, for 
the question was whether the individual 
conscience of the people of Edgerton, was 
abused by the religious exercises, held 
each morning in the public schools of the 
city ? The Court had no business to ask 
whether it was a Catholic, or a Methodist, 
or a Baptist conscience, that had been or 
was being abused. 

I think the at.tempt of any body of 
Christians to introduce their discriminat
ing doctrines and practices into schools 
that are the common property of all cit
izens, should be set aside as a monstrous 
usurpation. Only by doing this can we 
have any harmony in the schools of the 
State at all, and without harmony but lit
tle good can be accomplished by them. 

Religion and the State.-No. 2. 

THE first form of government given to 
man, was committed to him by the Au
thor of his existence, and was of a pater
nal nature. Under this, each head of a 
tribe became the absolute ruler of · his 
fnmily interests. He not only interested 
himself in the temporal welfare of his 
subjects, but was considered by them, 
their spiritual leader as well. This con
tinued to be the criterion in the patri
archal age, but, as family circles enlarged, 
and connecting ties became more slender, 
individual interests became more and more 
antagonized, until it was necessary to in
stitute another form of government, which 
would provide for the exigencies arising 
from the ever multiplying and divergent 
interests, and yet not encroaching upon 
purely personal rights enjoyed under the 
previously existing polity. 

One of the Go.d-given rights of· every 
man, is to exercise parental authority in 
his family. It has been from the first, 

and is still, the privilege of parents to de
cide what rules shall govern in their re
spective households, without . regard to 
how others govern in their families. It is 
also their privilege to instill just such 
principles, and to teach just such behav
ior toward themselves and all others, as 
they may think proper and right. This 
authority has the sanction of both· the Old 
and New Testaments in the following ex
pressions: "Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he· is old, he will 
not depart :f'rom it" (Prov. 22: 6,); and, 
" Fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath, but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." Eph. 6: 4. 

By these injunctions parents are alone 
made responsible for the moral well-being 
of their children, consequently, are given 
absolute control of their moral training. 
The civil government has no such creden
tials, and therefore has not the least right 
to interfere with the direction of a:ny 
household, unless, perchance, its inmates 
are jeopardized in life or limb, by the des
potic sway of unnatural parents. In this 
case, the civil power may step in, and pro
tect the child from physical injury. 

The Church, like the family, is paternal 
or instructive in its government. It, too, 
decides its own tenets of faith, and r~les 
of discipline. The Church holds a com
mission from Heaven to preach the gos
pel, and administer the ordinances thereof. 
By virtue. of that commission, it right
fully extends its occupation to become the 
guardian of family morals. But while 
the Church is thus permitted to give re
ligious instruction to as many families as 
wish it, there are certain limits, beyond 
which it has no right to go. The Church 
may counsel parents how to train their 
children for heaven, but it has 110 com
mission to usurp authority over the chil
dren, because that has. been reserved to 
parents alone. 

Civil government is essentially different 
from that of both the Church and the 
family, in that its functions are wholly of 
a civil nature. In other words, it is that 
form of government which guards the 
social privileges, and prescribes the civil 
duties of all under its jurisdiction; with
out regard to their religious beliefs. Civil 
government has to do with the people, 
only as citizens, without regard. to Chris
tianity. The Church, on the other hand, 
deals with its members simply as Chris
tians, without authority to inflict civil 
penalties. The State formulates civil law 
for all aJike, within its precincts, whether 
Christian or unbeliever. The Church has 
but spiritual alJthority, and that only 
over those who profess faith in the tenets 
of the Church, and have formally con
nected themselves with it. 

But the test of citizenship is not based 
on any religious creed. So long as one 
duly r~gards the rights of others, as 
human beings, and readily meets his part 
of the obligations which rest alike on all; 
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so long as he promptly discharges all the 
demands of the government upon him, the 
State must rec9gnize him as a good citi
zen,· even though he may be an atheist. 
The State, as such, can know no difference· 
between a Christian and an unbeliever. 
This must necessarily be so, from the fact 
that Christianity relates wholly to another 
world, to things spiritual and eternal, 
while civil governments have to do en
tirely with the affairs of this world-with 
the temporal only. 

A .State cannot properly enter the realm 
of religion, to direct its methods, or re
str.ain its operations when properly con
ducted, that is, so long as it does not tres
pass upon the domain of the civil, for the 
reason that true·religion is from a higher 
source than human authority, and its sub
jects are responsible to a higher than an 
earthly tribunal. Christianity is founded 
on ·the unchangeable word of Jehovah, 
while earthly governments are ever being 
modified to meet the rapidly changing 
conditions of society. These varying 
phases are produced by majorities, which 
are often created through political cabal 
or personal magnetism. To subject re
ligiort to the control of such influences, is 
to ·delegate it to the domain of human 
strife, and·the corruptions of party power. 

Again, religion being a matter between 
the individual soul and its God, no one 
person has a right to make his conscience 
the.·· rule by which to guide another, in 
things spiritual. The same principles 
obtain, in relation to majorities. The 
greater part of a community may be 
agreed concerning some matter of con
science; but, if only one among them 
holds a different · opinion, his rights of 
conscience are just as sacred as those of 
all the others, and should be respected. 
Then, for the majority of a community to 
dominate the minority in matters of con
science, is to assume infallibility in spirit
ual affairs; and so, to make the consciences 
of the largt:lr part, the rule of conscience 
fm· all others. That would be unjust; for 
while it would permit the majority to ex
ercise spiritual discretion, it would forbid 
that privilege to all who happened to be 
in the minority. Moreover, such a state 
of things. would subject the minority to 
others who would make their religious 
creeds, regulate their mode of worship, 
and tax them for the support of a religion 
which the majority might think to be 
true, but which they themselves may be-
lieve to be false. · 

But when a religious majority are en
gaged in such work, they are not exercis
ing their own rights of conscience, but 
are trampling on the rights of others, 
instead. : It is safe to say that any Chris
tian wo-d1d come to this conclusion if the 
proper ~est were brought~ to bear in his 
case. S:Uppos«?, for instance, that in the 
turn of human affairs, a pagan majority 
should :prevail in a country composed 
largely iof Christians, and should com-

pel all Christians to support paganism: 
Would Christians who then happened to 
be in the minority, consider themselves 
justly treated, when compelled to support 
a religion in which they had no faith? 
Certainly not. But would it be any less 
wrong for a majority of Christians to 
compel a person dissenting from the faith 
of Christianity, to support that religion? 

This is doubtless putting the question 
in a form in which some have not before· 
considered it. But is it not reasonable 
to believe that the Golden Rule, "What
soever ye would that . men should do 
unto you, do ye even so unto them," has 
as forcible application in a matter of this 
kind as in any other? The rights of con
science are individual, and cannot be 
settled by arraying the larger number 
against the smaller. Therefore, whatever 
faith a man's conscience may lead him to 
adopt, even though he may stand alone in 
the community, if that conscience is exer
cised peaceably, and not against the rights 
of another person, its rights should be 
recognized and as fully protected, as those 
of all the others. J. 0. CORLISS. 

Working for a Sunday Law. 

AT the late Sunday Convention at San 
Jose, California, a resolution was intro
duced by Dr. Evans, requesting the City 
Council of San Jose to pass an ordinance 
forbidding the use of bands of music on 
Sunday upon any street within one block 
of a church. The resolution was called 
out by the fact that some of the churches 
had recently been disturbed by bands of 
music during their services. The minis
ters and church people of San Jose, as in 
some other cities, seem determined to 
ignore the State law already in force for 
the purpose of protecting public worship 
against disturbance. Section 302 of the 
Penal Code provides as follows :-

Every person who willfully disturbs or disquiets 
any assemblage of people met for religious worship, 
by noise, profane discourse, rude or indecent behav
ior, or by any unnecessary noises either within the 
place where 1mch meeting is held, or so near as to 
disturb the order and solemnity of the meeting, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

And such misdemeanor, according to 
section 19, is punishable by "imprison
ment in a county jail not exceeding six 
months, or by a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, or both." Why do not 
the disturbed churches avail themselves 
of the protection here guaranteed not only 
for Sunday worship, but for worship on 
any other day ? Do they not fear that the 
recognition of this comprehensive State 
law would annul their plea for a special 
Sunday law? There seems to be no other 
excuse for such action. To some extent 
this explains the following resolution, 
passed by the· Convention, which is ap
parently designed to concentrate all the 
protection for worship on one day, namely, 
Sunday:-· · 

The Sabbath was made for man, and God has 
given it by moral statue. While it is necessary to 
man as a religious being, yet independent of this, 
because of the physical, mental, moral, and social 
benefits resulting from it, it should have a place in 
the Civil Code of our State, guaranteeing its priv
ileges and 'benefits to every citizen. Forever op
posed to any union of Church and State, denying 
the right of the State to enforce its religious observ
ance simply because the Sabbath has a religious 
character, nevertheless we insist that the laws of our 
State should protect the Sabbath as a day of rest 
for all, and a day for unmolested religious worship 
to those who wish to so observe it. Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That we invite the co-operation of 
all good citizens in securing a Sabbath law in the 
State of California which shall protect all our citi
zens in their right to one rest day in seven. 

Of course that one rest day must be on 
Sunday. The Penal Code above quoted 
protects worship on any and every day; 
but that appears to be too sweeping, so 
it is quietly laid on the shelf, and a law 
is sought for the protection of one day. 
People who choose to worship on any· 
other day are not worthy of protection. 

But the resolution which called out the 
most discussion, and indeed the only one 
which received any opposition on its mer
its, was that regarding Sunday newspa
pers. It reads as follows :-

Resolved, That it is· the sense of this Convention 
that the taking of mail from the post-office on the 
Sabbath, the reading or purchasing of Sunday news
papers on the Lord's day, or the publishing of church 
notices or other matters in such papers, are to be 
discouraged as violations of the fourth command
ment. 

Dr. Calhoun said that he had not given 
a notice to a Sunday paper in ten years; 
that the Ministers' Union had often re
solved not to have their church notices 
inserted in the Sunday papers, but in a 
short time afterward " some fellow" would 
break over, and like a flock of sheep the 
the others would follow. 

Dr. R. H. Me Donald said he thought 
we ought to make the best use possible of 
that which we cannot control; so long as 
we cannot get rid of the Sunday news
paper, let us use it for all the good pur
posefi possible. He would, as a matter of 
policy, drop out that resolution .from the 
committee's report. 

Rev. T. B. Stewart, of San Francisco, 
grew quite warm over the subject, and 
charged the hoodlumism of his city mainly 
to the account of the Sunday newspaper. 
He thought that a minister who did not 
use all his influence against it, should be 
denounced by his brethren. 

This called out remonstrance from Rev. 
Silcox, of Oakland, who thought this was 
going too far. He said these papers were 
regularly issued, giving notice as to all 
other things that were going on in the 
city, and he thought it proper that they 
should also tell where the gospel could be 
heard. Of course he was opposed to the 
issuance of papers on Sunday; but as long 
as they were issued, they might be used 
to give such information. 

Dr. Minton seconded Mr. Silcox' point; 
said he did not think the publishers of 
Sunday papers, were worse than other 
men; that they worked for money. · He 
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was opposed to Sunday papers, however, 
and did not directly give them any notices, 
but they copied his notices from the Sat
urday evening papers as news items. 

Even Rev. N. R. Johnston was opposed 
to the idea of denouncing brother minis
ters in regard to this matter, but befpre he 
got through, he was charged with doing 
that same thing himself. Said Rev. Stew
art, '' You are worse than I am, Brother 
Johnston." The speaker was strong in 
his utterances against the Sunday paper, 
and the habit of going to the post-office 
on that day. He instanced the case of a 
neighbor of his, ·a deacon in the Congre
gationalist Church, who would go to the 
post-office after his mail on his way home 
from church. 

.A Mr. Ross was very emphatically op
posed to Sunday papers, and stoutly de
cried their deleterious influence. He had 
two of them coming to his house, and he 
seemed to be well posted as to their 
contents. He urged ·the necessity of a 
Sunday law, that these papers might be 
stopped. We have heard many complaints 
of the Sunday papers, but never knew that 
Christian people were obliged to take 
them if they didn't want to. In fact, 
one speaker expressed the opinion that if 
one thousand people would stop the Sun
day Mercury of San Jose, it would soon 
cease to be issued. 

The Committee of Ways and Means 
presented propositions, among which were 
recommendations that ministers present 
frequently to their congregations the moral 
statute, " Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy." That prayers around 
family altars and in prayer-meetings be 
offered for better Sabbath observance and 
a righteous Sunday law in California. 
That tracts on the religious duty and civil 
requirements of the Sabbath be put into 
all homes. That the aid of the religious 
and secular press be invoked in behalf of 
this cause. That conventions be held in 
every co-o.nty in the State, to work up 
sentiment. That as soon as possible an 
efficient :field secretary be put into the 
:field to hold public meetings and organize 
local associations in advocacy of a Sunday 
law for this State. That all churches, 
societies, and corporations favorable to 
this movement be requested to take col
lections of money to further the work. 
That a State convention in the interest of 
a Sunday law be held as soon as the State 
committee shall deem advisable. 

Thus are the enemies of religious lib
erty working in the name of liberty. 
While they claim to be working under the 
banner of the Declaration of Independ
ence, which claims that all men are created 
free and equ.al, their efforts only compre
hend the liberty of a class, -those who 
want to keep Sunday. To compel others 
to do so, is to take away their liberty. 
But such is all governmental interference 
with religion; such is all religious legisla
tion, of whatever character.-W. N. G., 
in Signs of the Times. 
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curse to society. 
. We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit

ting to its authority. 
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every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own ~on
science. 

We also belleve it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in 
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OFFICES. 

48 BoND STREET, NEw YoRK CITY; 

225 A ST., N. E. w ASIDNGTON; 28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO. 

C. ELDRIDGE, - President 
W. H. McKEE, Secretary. 

J. 0. CoRLISS, Field Secretary of the Na
tional Religious Liberty Association, is 
speaking in New Hampshire, in defense 
of the principles of religious liberty as 
expressed in the First Amendment to the 
Constitution, and advocated by the Asso
ciation. The. Concord Evening Monitor, 
of June 2, publishes an excellent report of 
an address, by Mr. Corliss, which appeals 
in forcible and unmistakable terms to ev
ery citizen and every legislator. The dis
course was an able arraignment of the 
two measures,-the joint resolution pro
viding for an amendment to the Constitu
tion, requiring the teaching of the princi
ples of religion in the public schools; and 
the bill for a national Sunday law. 

The closing comment is worthy the at
tention of every American citizen: "The 
people should look into this matter and 
say to those who are sent to Congress, 
'Don't put your hand upon our religious 
liberties.'" 

Religious Liberty Involved. 

A DISPATCH from Nashville, Tennessee, 
to the Hnn, June 15, says:-

The Supreme Court of. Tennessee has 
just rendered a decision affirming the ac
tion of the lower court in the case of the 
State vs. R. M. King. This case was ap
pealed from the Circuit Court held in 
Troy, Obion County, last March, and has 
attracted much attention on account of 
the religious question involved in it. Mr. 
King is a member of the Seventh-day Ad
ventist Church, a sect which observes the 
seventh day (Satu~day) as the Sabbath, 
instead of Sunday, the :first day of the 
week. The defense has been made by the 
National Religious Liberty Association, 
an organization of recent origin, which 
admits no one into its membership who 
does not believe in the Christian religion, 
but holds that the functions ·of religion 
and the State are entirely distinct, and, 

for the interests of both, should be kept 
separate. Mr. King is a farmer, and was 
indicted for quietly working on his own 

. premises, not in sight of any place of pub
lic worship. None of the witnesses for 
the State testified to having been dis
turbed in any way or to having a knowl
edge that any one else had been disturbed, 
except that their moral sense had been 
.shocked by seeing work done on Sunday. 

The defendant was first arraigned before 
a Justice of the Peace, and fined three dol
lars and costs, amounting in all to about 
twelve dollars, which he paid. He was 
afterward indicted for the same offense by 
the Grand Jury of Obion County, ~nd was 
fined seventy-five dollars. An appeal was 
taken to the Supreme Court on the plea 
(1)' that the acts complained of and 
proven did not constitute a nuisance, as 
charged in the indictment; (2) that the 
Court erred in not permitting the defend
ant to prove that he had been once ar
rested, tried, convicted, and :fined for the 
same offense, and that he had paid the 
fine and costs; (3) on the ground of the 
appeal of the Attorney-General to the 
the religious prejudices of the jury, by 
his bitter denunciations of the religious 
views of the defendant, and confounding 
the sect with which he is connected with 
the Mormons. 

The case will be taken to the Supreme 
Court of the United State£. This will be 
the first case involving the constitution
ality of Sunday laws that has been brought 
before the United States Supreme Court. 

An association has been organized in 
Tennessee, the members of which pledge 
themselves to prosecute every violation of 
the Sunday laws. A number of persons 
who observe the seventh day as the Sab
bath are now under indictment for work
ing on Sunday. They are tenacious of 
their faith, and claim the right, under the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States, and th'3 
Bill of Rights of the State of Tennessee, 
to work on Sunday. In view of recent 
movements in favor of a national Sunday 
law, and the oppositl.on to this and all 
other religious legislation by the National 
Religious Liberty Association, the prog
ress of this case through the Court will be 
watched with deep interest by many; 

AN Iowa paper, of June 14, says:-
The German Lutheran Synod, in session at Du

buque this week, has 300 ministers, 450 congrega
tions, and 50,000 communicants, and is spread over 
fourteen States. Delegates were present from 
Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Nebraska, Kansas, 

. Iowa, Ohio, Missouri, Michigan, and Washington. 
The Convention was opened by the President, the 
Rev. Prof. G. Grosswell, D. D., of Waverly, Iowa. 
Reports were read denouncing the Bennett Law. 
The Synod resolved to introduce Barnes' school 
text-books of the American Book Company in the 
parochial schools. 

And this is the people who, we are 
told, have to be forced by law to educate 
their children in English. 
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Seeker tells the truth, and nothing but the tr>1th 
about Florida. Address, 

FLORIDA HOME-SEEKER. 
Apr. 24-3m GAINESVILLE, FLA. 

ARGUMENTS 
ON TKE 

J3tteckinttidge sunday J3i11. 
0000 

Verbatim rerort oftbe speeches ofEld. J. 0. 
Corliss, of Washmgton, Alonzo T. Jones, of New 
York, Editor Amen'tJan Sentinel, and Millard F. 
Hobbs, District Master Workman of District 
Assembly66, Knights ofi.abor, together with a 
briefsubmittedbyProf. W, H. McKee, Secretary 
of the National Religions Liberty Association, 

All Against the Breckinridge Sunday Bill. 
An important and te11ing document against 

all Sunday legislation, giving the 'Qa,is of such 
legislation, together with the object and price of 
exemption clauses. Issued as No. 29 ofthe Sen
tinel Library. Price to cents. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Cr 43 Bond St., New York. Oakland, Cal. 

. I OURlSTS. 
Should h~?e ~ Copy or tho Gr~nd Book 

"h] tl]~ ]'l~art of tl]q 8i~rras." 
It Pictures the World-renowned Yo Semite Val

ley, the Big Tree Qroves of California; the 
Glaciers, Gold Mines, and Caverns of 

this Wonderful 'Region. It Is a 
Complete Guide to the Yo Semite Valley, 
Giving routes oftravel, number of miles by rail 
and stage; describes points ofinterest en route; 
gives map of the Valley, and contains 16QJllus
t-rations, 28 of whi"h are Beautiful FUll
Page Artotypes, and which portray the 
wonderful Cataracts, Mountains, and Precipices 
with all the REALITY OF A,PHOTOGR.I\-PK. Bound 
in five styles, Copy in cloth, embossed in jet and 
gold, gold edges, sent postpaid where we have 
no agent for $3.50. 

CHE;APER E;DITION. 
We have just issued a special 'l'OUIIIS'l'S' :EDI'l'ION 

of this book, containing all the matter of the 
other edition, printed on thinn"' paper, without 
artotvpes, bound in flexible cloth covers. Copies 
sent postpaid anywhere for $1.50, ' 

Address PACIPXC PitE/58 PUB. CO., 
0~ iS DOD~ G;,, 1i!QW iorll. 0~tktcma1 (Jql, 
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NEW YORK, JUNE 26, 1890. 

NoTE.-Any one receiving the AMERICA:!< SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari· 
able ,.;,le t(>"send out no papers without pay- in advance, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they Will be asked to pay· 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

No Paper Next Week. 

As THE SENTINEL volume for this year 
is to consist of fifty numbers, we will 
issue no paper next week. Number 27 
will therefore bear date of July 10. 

--------~--------

THE president of the Young Men's 
Christian Association of Indianapolis, has 
been asked to resign because as president 
of a street railway company he ran extra 
cars on Sunday to a suburban resort of 
doubtful character. The demand for his 
resignation comes· from the Presbyterian 
ministers of that city. 

--------~~------

DuRANGo, Colorado, has a Sunday law 
entitled, "An Ordinance Requiring the 
Observance of the Sabbath." But of 
course it is a mere "police regulation," a 
' ' sanitary measure," to secure to the 
".tired son of toil a day of rest." It must 
be so for with the exception of the title it 
is almost identical with numerous State 
and municipal acts which we are assured 
are purely civil. 

--------·---------
THE Western Herald published at Bur

lington, Iowa, comes to us filled with hard 
arguments against Sunday laws and kin
dred religious legislation. Referring to 
the efforts of the Sunday-law advocates 
the Herald says: "It has taken centuries 
to evolve separation of Church and State, 
and now we are asked to surrender our 
vantage ground, and relapse once more 
into the darkness of the mediawal ages." 

------~---------

JUNE 11 and 12, there was held in this 
city a Temperance Congress representing 
every shade of temperance sentiment in 
the country, the only condition required of 
delegates, being opposition to the saloon. 
The Congress was large and enthusiastic, 
and while it adopted no platform and 
passed no resolutions, there was no room 
to doubt that an overwhelming majority 
present were third party Prohibitionists. 
The readers of THE SENTINEL need not be 
told that it is opposed to the liquor traffic, 
yet we could not help feeling that there 
was a spirit manifested in the Congress 
which bodes no good to the . country; it 
was the spirit of intolerance, and of gov
ernment by clamor. Speaking of the Su
preme Court decision in the origi;hal pack-

age cases, one speaker said that, if the 
Constitution upheld the liquor traffic, he 
was in favor of spitting on the Constitu
tion and stepping on it. If the Constitu
tion as it is upholds the liquor traffic, we 
say let us respect it and abide by it until 
such time as public sentiment shall be ed
~cated up to the point of amend!ng the 
Constitution. The country can get along 
very well without the patriotism that pro
poses to spit on the Constitution. 

WHEN Mr. Crafts started west across 
the Continent on his Sunday-law tour, we 
announced his appointments, which, it 
will be remembered, were invariably at 
one of two or three places each particular 
date. As he returns, he finds it necessary 
to make his appointment each date to be 
at any one of a series of from one to seven 
different places. They are as follows :--

June 27, Watertown, South Dakota, or St. Peter, 
Minnesota, or Mankato or Fergus Falls; June 29, 
Minneapolis; June 80, Winona or Fariba:ult or 
Northfield or Owatonna or Hastings or Red Wing; 
July 1, Madison, Wisconsin, or La Crosse or Green 
Bay; July 2, Madison or Prairie du Chien or Free
port or Galesburg or Dubuque or Davenport or 
Burlington; July 8, Des Moines or Cedar Rapids or 
Iowa City or Indianola or Keokuk. 

This form of appointment, says Secre
tary Gault, is "in order that the organi
zers of the opposition may not get on his 
track." It is well for the American Sab
bath Union thus to advertise his fear of 
the opposition. . Why doesn't he rally 
his seven million two hundred thousand 
Roman Catholic petitioners for a national 
Sunday law, and at one stroke overwhelm 
the opposition ? 

------------------
A READER has sent us a report of the 

Gloucester County (N. J.) Temperance 
A1liance clipped from the Gloucester Con
stitution, which is of interest beca:use of 
one bit of information which it contains. 
Referring to an effort which had been 
made in the name of the Alliance to pre
vent the issuance of a liquor license to 
Lincoln Park Company, the chairman of 
the committee having the matter in charge 
said:-

In conversation with the judges your chairman 
told them our principal objection to Lincoln Park 
was the fear of Sunday selling and the consequent 
disgrace to our county. 

Some further history of the case then 
follows, and the report concludes thus:--

Our attorney stated plainly our objections. Then 
Mr. McGowen, the President[of the Park company] 
and Mr. Patterson, the applicant, personally stated 
that no liquor would be sold on Sunday; that all 
the laws would be obeyed. . •. . Upon receiv
ing these assurances, on the advice of counsel, ·your 
chairman consented to withdraw the remonstrance. 
Our counsel made the announcement to the court, 
the judges nodded their approval, and in a few 
minutes publicly announced that the license to keep 
an inn and tavern at Lincoln Park was granted. 

This shows the drift of much of the 
so-called temperance sentiment, and is 
right in line with something which ap
peared some months since in the Cali-

fornia Prohibitionist:· a correspondent of 
that. paper remarked that if the saloons 
would only close on Sunday, he thought 
it was about all that could be reasonably 
asked of them. 

'' MORAL forces," said Mrs. Mary T. La
thrap at the recent Temperance Congress 
in this city, "are the imperial forces, and 
the nation is safe only when its moral 
forces are on the throne. I believe that 
in some of our great cities, and in some 
eastern commonwealths, we are reaching 
a moral deadlock, when the moral forces 
are beaten down, and beaten back by the 
forces of evil around them. Now I believe 
that the Church is the party, and ought 
to be the organized expression of moral 
forces in governnient just as I believe that 
the saloon is the organized form of the 
devil's kingdom on earth." 

Let us examine this a little. "The 
moral forces are the imperial forces." 

"The nation is safe only when its moral 
forces are on the throne." 

''The Church is the organized expres
sion of moral forces in government." 

The inevitable conclusion is that the 
Church should be upon the throne. And· 
yet, in common with other National Re
formers, Mrs. Lathrap would no doubt 
indignantly deny any desire to unite 
Church and State in this country or to 
subject the State to the Church. 

A JUDGE in Pennsylvania, lately ren
dered a decision on "works of necessity 
and mercy" on Sunday, in which he de
clared that Sunday could not be surren
dered to the fierce rivalry to get gain, and 
that "·it has come down to U.s with the 
most solemn sanctions, both of God and 
man, and if we do not appreciate it as we 
ought, we are, at least, bound to preserve 
it." 

Upon which, the Pearl of Days re
marks:-

Above all else, the supreme will of God as to 
what the Sabbath day was given to man for should 
enable us to decide questions of supposed necessity. 

Exactly ! That is the real reason in 
all the arguments for Sunday laws that 
are made, and it shows the hollow pre
tenses to virtue in the arguments of those 
who plead for the "civil" Sunday. 
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THE Signs of the Times, of Oakland, 
California, says, that it "is just as stren
uously opposed to laws for the seventh
day Sabbath &S it is to laws for Sunday. 
Govern:tnent has no business to legislate 
on the question." And so say we. 

-------~--------

THE Supreme Court of Indiana has de
cided that· . a will drafted on Sunday is 
valid, and that such labor is not in viola~ 
tion of the law forbidding "common la
boe' on Sunday, and holds that there is a 
"wide distinction between the execution 
of contracts, notes, and bonds on Sunday, 
and the execution of a will." It is well 
that the Court so decided, else it must also 
have forbidden dying upon Sunday, since 
it might· easily happen that a man, neg
lecting to make his will upon Sunday, 
would die .before Monday and so leave no 
will. ------···------

CRITICISING certain so-called Sunday
law arguments the Western Herald of 
Burlington, Iowa, says:- · 

Facts are worth stating, even in a church and at. 
a meeting whose aim is the civil enforcement of a 
religious institution. The speaker who asserted that 
the French Revolution was the result of the abolish
ment of Sunday, the so-called day of rest, and the 
substitution therefor of every tenth· day in its stead, 
was either quite uninformed or wilfully perversive. 
The causes of that Revolution were multiplex-but 
chi:efiy due to the poverty of the masses who had 
low§ been preyed upon by the hobility, the common 
people seemingly being regarded .as born only for 
the .use of the upper class. Atheism was widely 
prevalent, it cannot be denied, but it was largely 
~he outgrowth of the oppression and flagrant im
morality of the ruling classes. 

Yes, facts are worth stating; but those 
\Wh-9 plead for compulsory Sunday obsery. 

NEW YORK, JULY 10, 1890. 

ance are not as careful to state facts as 
they should be. The fact that it was the 
abuses practiced by a corrupt church that 
more than anything else caused the athe
ism which was so pronounced in France 
at the time of the Revolution, would not 
be of service to their cause, and so they 
don't state it. They find it more conven
fent, even if less logical, to attribute that 
atheism to what were in fact some of its 
results. 

-----.... ·-----
An Intere.sting Question Raised. 

IN the last number of THE SENTINEL 
we reprinted from the _Sun, a dispatch 
from Nashville, Tennessee, stating that 
the conviction of a Seventh-day Adventist 
for working on Sunday had been confirmed 
by the Supreme Court of that State; and 
that the National Religious Liberty Asso
ciation was about to make an appeal to the 
United States Supreme Court. The dis
patch stated that the point on which the 
appeal is to be taken, is the rights of a cit.
izen of the United States under the First 
and Fourteenth Amendments. This ques
tion is both interesting and important. 
In Tennessee ap.d Georgia at the present 
'time, religious people who coiiscientiously 
observe the seventh day of the week as 
the Sabbat~ and who are honest and 
model citizens in every respect, are being 
meanly persecuted, as have been others of 
the same class in Arkansas, Massachusetts, 
and Pennsylvania, at other times, by those 
who profess to observe Sunday. 

It is important to know as soon as pos
sible whether it is true that in this Nation 
one class of citizens must be compelled to 
pay tribute to the religious views of an
other class. Is it true anywhere in this 
country that there is a class of religionists 
who have a m<;mopoly of religion!:! views 
secured to them by the State ? As these 
things have been going on for a consider
able length of time, we have longed to see 
the day come when the matter should be 
tested by the National Constitutio~, and 
we are glad that the prospect of its being 
tested is now so good1 t:J.nd we hope that 
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the Religious Liberty Association will 
make good the announcement which we 
have read in this dispatch. We have no 
doupt whatever that if the decision shall 
be rendered according to justice, and the 
logic of the Constitution, it will put a 
quietus upon this exercise of the persecut
ing propensities of certain Sunday relig
ionists. 

If the First Amendment to the Con-
. stitution stood alone, there would be no 
ground· of appeal on this point, because it 
simply forbids Congress to make any law 
respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; but 
in that amendment there is no inhibition 
upon the States. The States are not for
bidden to do what Congress is ·there for
bidden to do. The powers not prohibited 
to the States by the Constitution, are re
served to the ·states respectively or to the 
people, and as that amendment does not 
forbid the State to do thus, that power 
may be exercised by the State to any ex
tent. So far as this amendment goes in 
itself, any State in the Union might es
tablish any religion and forbid the exer
cise of any religion but that. But this 
amendment, taken in connection with the 
Fourteenth, assures perfect, religious lib
erty to every citizen of the United States. 

The Fourteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States estab
lished a new order of things under this 
Government. Before this amendment was 

. adopted, there was primarily no such 
thing as a citizen. of the United States. 
Every person was a citizen of a State 
first, and a citizen of the United States 
only because he was· a citizen of a State; 
but the adoption of that amendment made 
all persons born or naturalized within 
the United States, citizens of the United 
States, and of the several States in which 
they reside ; so that now every person is 
a citizen of the United States first of all, 
and after that is a citizen of whatever 
State it may be in which he resides. The 
Fourteenth Amendment further says that 
"no State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or im· 
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munities of citizens of the United States." 
Citizenship. of the United States, there-

. fore, a~d the rights, privileges, ·and 1m
munities of persons as such, under this 
amendment takes precedence . of · all the 
powers· 6f th~ States. Under the First 
Amendment there.is secured to all citizens 
of the United States perfect immunity from 
any forni of oppression on account of relig
ious convictions; because the power of the 
United States is positively forbidden to be 
exercised in any such way. And as, by 
this amendment, every citizen has perfect 
immunity and privilege secured to him in. 
the free exercise of his religious convic
tions, and as by this amendment every 
State is absolutely prohibited from either 
making or enforcing any law abridging 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of 
the United States, it therefore follows 
logically and justly, that rno State can 
make auy law, or enforce any law that is 
already made, which ·would interfere in 
any way with the right of an observe~ of 
the seventh day, or any other, to be free 
from any interference whatever on the 
part of, or in behalf of, those wl?-o observe 
Sunday or any other day. 

Logically and justly the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitu
tion of the United States would absolutely 
prohibit any State from making. or en
forcing any law for the observance of 
Sunday, and much more, any law com
pelling the observance of Sunday by those 
who have already observed another day .. 

We know that the turn is now at
tempted to be taken by the courts, tllat 
Sunday legislation is not religious legisla
tion, and that Sunday laws are not en
acted or enforced in the interests of relig
ion; but this is false. There is not a 
Sunday law on any statute book in Chris
tendom that is not there out of deference 
to religion, and that is not there because 
of the distinctively religious idea that at
taches to it; and for judges on the bench 
to undertake to make it appear that these 
laws are ·not religious, and that such leg
islation is not religi.ous legislation, is to 
falsify the record in two particulars. 
First, Sunday is in itself religious, and 
religious only. . The first Sunday law that 
ever was made was enacted solely in the 
interest of religion, and the object of the 
law was to devote the day to "the pur- . 
poses of devotion," thus putting into the 
law the religious idea that attaches to the 
day; and every Sunday law that· has ever 
been enacted from that day till this has 
been enacted with this same idea in it. 

Sometimes, indeed, the laws are ·found 
to read, "The first day of the week, com
monly called Sunday," but that does not 
modify the matter in the least. The idea 
of the first day of the week as such, and 
as a distinctive day, is religious, and there 
is no other idea that attaches to it in the 
laws that have been enacted or in the 
minds of. those who observe the day or 
who seek to enforce the law. The first 

day of the week owes its precedence to are clearly prohibited to Congress by the 
the fact that Christ rose on ~hat day, and First Amendment to the Constitution. 
it is in honor of this event that the dayis It therefore follows that so far as the 
said to have been set apart and to be.ob-. power orthe United States- is concerned, 
served; and this is,.entirely religious, so every ·citizen of the United States has 
that whether it be. as "the first day of perfect immunity from any such legisla
the week" or as plain "Sunday/' the tion. .Arid as th_e Fourteenth Amendment 
thought that is in the. phrase and that is nJ.akes all persons born or naturalized in 
in the law wherever it may 'Qe found is the Un1ted States citizens u£ the United 
religious only, and for judges on the bench States first of all, and< then positively· pro
to attempt to make it otherwise is simply hi bits any State from making or enforcing 
to do violence to all the logic· of the any law abridging the privileges or im
question, and to contradict all the facts in munities of citizens of the United States, 
the history of the question. it follows that properly al'l.d logically the 

Again, every one of these laws has Constitution of the United States abso
been enacted with the distinct intention lutely prohibits any State from making or 
of showing defer·ence to the religious idea enforcing any Sunday law. And much 
that is expressed in the day. The laws more does it prohib~t the. enforcement of 
were enacted solely for that purpose. The the observance of Sunday upon those who 
original laws of this country were the religiously observe another day. 

. Sunday laws of the colonies. Each one of . We know that this point has never yet 
the colonies having an established religion been raised under the Constitution, and 
and considering itself to . be set for the consequently the Constitution has never 
propagation of the kingdom of God in the yet been officially construed with refer
earth, established by law the observance ence to this question. But that this is the 
of Sunday, the first day of the week, or logic of the Constitution upon this point, 
the Lord's day, solely with the intention of there can be no question; and that we 
compelling. all people within its jurisdic- have excellent authority for saying that 
tion to comply with the forms of there- this is the proper construction of the Con
ligious establishment of that particular stitution is equally clear. Hon. James 
colony. All the Sunday laws of the other G. Blaine was in Congress ·when the 
States, and the idea of them have. been Fourteenth Amendment was adopted. 
taken bodily from those of the' original He played a leading part in all the move
thirteen. Now it is a principle in the ments which secured the adoption of this 
inte:rpretation of law, that no meaning amendment as a part of the Constitution. 
shall .be given to a law that wits not in it His opinion of the meaning of this clause 
when it was enacted. The rule is that a of the amendment can be only second in 
statute ''is not to be made to mean one weight to that of the official declaration 
thing at one time, and another at some of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
subsequent time, wh!:m the circumstances and as theSupreme Court has not yet been 
may have so changed as perhaps to make called upon to pronounce upon the ques
a different rule in the case seem desirable. t1on, Mr. Blaine's opinion is,. so far, of the 

The meaning of the Constitution very highest importance and of the great-_ 
(or statute) is fixed when it is adopted, est value. On pages 3l2-314, Vol. II of 
and it is not different at any subsequent his work, "Twenty Y~ars of Congress," 
time when the Court has occasion to pass Mr. Blaine discusses the value and im
upon it." And says Cooley: "A Court portance of the Fourteenth Amendment, 
or Legislature which should allow a and on page 314 are the following words:
change of public sentiment to influence it The language of the Fourteenth Amendment is 
in giving-to a written Constitution a con-' authoritative and mandatory: "No State shall 
struction not warranted by the ·intention make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
of its founders, would be justly charge- States; nor shall any State deprive any person of 
able with reckless disregard of official life, liberty, or property without due process of 
oath and public duty." law, nor deny to. any person within its jurisdiction 

Tlds is as true of a statute as it is of a the equal protection of the laws." Under the force 
Constitution. N 0 Court has any right to of these weighty inhibitions, the citizen .of foreign 

1 birth cannot be persecuted by discriminating stat-
give to any aw a meaning other than that .utes, nor can the citizen of dark complexion be de-
which was in it when it was made. As· prived of a single privilege or immunity which be
the Sunday laws have been enacted solely longs to the white man. Nor can the Catholic, or 
out of regard for religion; and as the the Protestant, or the Jew be placed under ban or 

h h subjected to any deprivation of personal or religious 
purpose in t e enactment oft elaws was right. The pr:<ivision is comprehensive and abso-
solely religious; when a Court attempts lute, and sweeps away at once every form of op
to read into the statute any other mean- pression and every denial of justiee. 

ing, and to give to the laws any other This clearly touches the point ·at issue 
purpose, it simply . does violence to the in the case which is proposed to be carried 
rules of law established for the guidance up from Tenhessee. If the Catholic, or 
of courts, and sets up the mere opinion of the Protestant, or the Jew cannot be placed 
the judges who so decide, ~tnd makes their under ban, or subjected to any depriva
will to be the law. tion of personal or religious right, then 

Legislation and laws in behalf of Sun- certainly each one. of these classes is free 
day, being religious legislation solely, from religious subjection to the religious 
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dictates or observances, of any of the 
others.· And as this is true as between 
Protestants and Catholics, and between 
Catholics and Jews, and between Protest
a~ts and Jews, it is equally true as 
between one class of Protestants and an
other; and therefore the Sunday-keeping 
people of Tennessee or of ariy other State, 
can~ot place under ban, or subject to· 
their religious dictates, . under penalties 
o{ ·h;m,· a people who choose to observe 
another day than Sunday. 

.Again, we say;· this is a question of the 
deepest interet>t and of the greatest im-

.. por;ta~ce to every citizen of the United 
States.. We a1·e glad that .the question is 
to ;be 1:m;mght to the test; we hope the 
R~~igious .Liberty. Association will do in
deed what the Nashville dispatch says 
that it ha~ proposed to do, and. we wish 
the. :Assocjatlon complete success in its 
nohle und~rtaking. The Constitution, the 
logic·, t}).e justice, and the probal:>ilities 
are all ci!l the side of the Association. 
Wlu~ther the law- will be put there also, 
rt:)n;J.ains to be seen; for that depends upon 
how the United States S'upreme Court 
shall decide. A. T. J. 

s"t. James and the Vatican. 
t;. 

THE following .we clip from the San 
Fra:ncisco Examiner, of·May 30 :-

London, l$1ay 30~---:-The appointment. of Judge 
AndtianoDihgle, Chief Justice of'Malta, as English 
Am~assador to the Vatican, is the outcome of the 
mi!lsion of Sir Mintel'n Simmons to the Vatican, ;md 
has reference alone to Malta. 

There is n,pthing in the appointment whiqh need 
alarm those earnest Englishmen who are inclined to 
tak:e fire at the opening of diploznatic relations with 

· the Papacy .. • It is forgotten by many well-meaning 
people that the British flag floats over a very con
siderable Roman Catholic population in various 
pait$ of the: world, and that the. crown has taken 
control oyer:territoryin which, bysolemn treaty, all 
'the religioqs rights of Catholics ar!3 guaranteed. 

Such is tl~e position iri Lower Canada, in a sec-
. ti0l1 of I:ildia, in the West Indies and in Malta, and 
if ever it seems to call for modifibation, the British 
.Government· of the day must trample arbitrarily 
upo:ti all its pledges or open negptiations with· the 
p;tpal authorities. · 

The canon law is the civil law of Malta. Her 
Majesty's government desired a certain concession 

• regarding the validation of. managers, the use of 
English by the clergy, and the appointment of bish
ops, and all , that is required has practically been 

· obtained. ·· . 

We wish· to call attention to the follow
ing points:-· 

1. Such .negotiations between England 
and the Papayy would once· have been 
c.onsidered. by Englishmen· as little less 
thaJil .trea.son. 

· 2. It would be so considered now were 
rrot the Papacy a power which England 
dares not ignore. The fact that England 
has taken such a step shows the increased 
power anq influence of the Papacy in Eu
r.opean affairs. . 

3. The fact. of the negotiations proves 
that the ;Roman Catholic Church is not 
only an ecclesiastical power, but a polit
ical power. 

4. The second paragraph quoted is the 
thinnest sort of fallacy.· Because England 
rules over Roman Catholic subjects, does 
it follow that she must negotiate with the 
Vatican and send an ambassador to St. 
Peter's? Does she rule over her people 
as members of different sects, or as British 
subjects? If the fact that there are 
many Roman Catholics in the dominion of 
Great Britain is reason why the British 
Government should send an ambassador 
to the head of that church, ought not.that 
Government, to be consistent, to open 
negotiations with other religious denomi
natio~s? There are many W esleyans, and 
Presbyterians, and Congregationalists, in 
the British dominions. Why is not an 
ambassador sent to their General Confer
ences ? The Salvation Army has many 
thousands .. of British subjects. Why 
should not an ambassador be kept at the 
royal palace of General Booth ? 

5. The action ought to alarm every true 
Englishman. The c.onclusion is unavoid
able; an English ambaf;!sador at the Vat
ican is a recognition of. the temporal sov
ereignty of the Pope. A proposition to 
open negotiations from the head of any 
other sect would be treated with ridicule 
or silent contempt . by the Court at St. 
James. But the Roman Catholic is no 
more entitled to. it than is the smallest 
sect in the dominions of Her Britannic 
Majesty. As was remarked by aleading 
London journal a few years ago, Rome is 
a power which must be taken into account 
in solving the great questions of the day. 
Both England and Germany are finding it 
to be the case mo1·e and more. The out
come of rt all is revealed in· the prophetic 
word.-Signs of the Times. 

Religious Observance. 

ON Monday night, June 16, the Rev. W. 
F. Crafts gave a lengthy lecture in Boul
der, Colorado, on "The Civil American 
Sabbath." He exhibited a chart and ex
plained the physical detriment of continued 
labor, and enthusiastically spoke of the 
need and benefits of laws to better enforce 
the observance of this civil Sabbath. The 
religious Sabbath wouid not down, but 
kept continually coming to the front, all 
through the lecture. In the beginning of 
his speech he made the statement that 
all the States, excepting California, had 
Sund~y laws, and in no State did these 
laws compel any religious observance. 
At the close of his lecture, one in the au
dience arose and asked,. if a man observed 
the seventh day as .a rest day, thus meet
ing all his physical necessities, and then 
on Sunday pursued his labor of such a 
nature and in such a place as to disturb 
no one, on what ground did Sunday laws 
fine him seventy-five dollars for so labor
ing ? The speaker replied that he did not 
countenance the few cases of that kind 
which had occurr~d, but all Sunday laws 
should exempt th~se who kept the. seventh 

day. It will be seen at once that this 
was an evasion of the point in question. 
What the law should do, and what it did 
do are very different things. The man 
was punished, not for disturbing his neigh
bors, for he did not disturb them; not 
for injuring himself by continuous toil, 
for he had rested the day before; it is 
therefore easy to see that the punishment 
inflicted by these laws was to compel tho 
religious observance of Sunday. All Sun
day legislation is religious legislation; 
and it is plain to be seen that any and 
every Sunday: law, in any and every State, 
is for the sole purpose of enforcing the re
ligious observance of that day. 

E. R. JONES. 

The Bible and Public Schools. 

WE have read, with hearty approval; 
the opinions recently delivered in the Su
preme Court of Wisconsin, in regard to 
the question of the Bible in the public 
schools of that State, the full text of 
which has been published in the Albany 
Law Journal. This reading only con
firms our opinion of this decision as here
tofore expressed. 

Mr. Justice Lyon delivered the opinion 
of the Court; and Messrs. Justices Casso
day and Orton delivered concurring opin
ions. The case before the Court was that 
of a petition for a mandam·us, command
ing the School Board in the city of 
Edgerton to cause the teachers in one of 
the public schools of that city to discon
tinue the practice of reading, during school 
hours, portions of the King James version 
of the Bible. The petitioners for the 
mandamus were' residents and tax-payers 
in Edgerton, and presumptively Catholics 
in their religious faith, although this fact 
is not stated in these deliverances. They 
complained of the practice above referred 
to . 

This petition brought squarely before 
the Court the question whether such a 
practice is consistent with the Constitu
tion of the State of Wisconsin; and this 
question the Court unanimously answered 
in the negative. And, that our readers 
may the better understand the case, we 
submit in the following order the several 
points decided: 

1. The first point is the construction of 
Article X, Section 3, of the Constitution 
of the State, which declares that "the 
Legislature shall provide by law for the 
establishment of district schools, which 
shall be as nearly uniform as practicable, 
and such schools shall be free and without 
charge for tuition to all children between · 
the ages of four, and twenty years, and no 
sectarian instruction shall be allO'Wed 
therein." The Court held that the read
ing of the King James version of the Bi- . 
ble in public schools of the State during 
school hours, is " sectarian instruction" 
within the meaning of this constitutional 
prohibition, and hence inconsistent there• 
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with. Mr. Justice Lyon said that the pro
hibition "manifestly refers exclusively to 
instruction in religious doctrines," and in. 
such doctrines as. " are believed by some 
religious sects and rejected by others." 
The Court took judicial knowledge of the 
fact that the King James version of the 
Bible is not accepted and used· by all 
"religious sects " in Wisconsin, but is 
accepted by some of these sects ahd re
jected by others. Hence, as between 
them, . all hav1ng the same constitutional 
rights, the Court held that version to be a 
"sectarian" boo;k, and the. reading. of it 
in the manner and for the purpose set 
forth in the complaint to be forbidden by 
the Constitution of the State. 

How any other conclusion could· have 
been drawn from the premise~, we are not 
able to see. We presume that there. is 
'not a Protestant in Wisconsin who would 
hesitate a moment on the point, if the 
book read had been the Douay version of 
the Bible which is acceptable to Catholics, 
or the Koran, or the Book of Mormon. 
The reading of such a book as a part of 
school exercise, whether for worship or 
religious instruction, would be offensive 

· to Protestants, and they would have good 
cause for complaint, Jqst as .the reading 
of the King James version, which is some
times called the Protestant Bible, is offen
sive to Catholics. It should not be .for
gotten that, under the Constitution of 
Wisconsin, Catholics and Protestant" have 
on this subject precisely the same rights, 
and that neither can claim any precedence 
over the other. The Constitution of that 

·State makes no distinction between them, 
and determines no que~tion relating to 
their differences, or any other religious 
differences. It deals with all the people 
simply as citizens, no matter what may 
be their religious tenets, or whether 
they have any such tenets. 

2. The second point decided is that 
"the practice of reading the Bible in such 
schools can receive no sanction, from the 
fact that pupils are not compelled to re
main hi the school while it is being read." 
On this point we quote, as follows, the· 
language of'Mr. Justice Lyon:-

When, as in this case, ll- small minority of the 
pupils in the public school is excluded, for any 
cause, from a stated school. exercise, particularfy 
when such cause is apparent hostility to the Bible, 
which a majority of the pupils have been taught to 
revere, from that moment the excluded pupil loses 
ca~te with. his fellows, and is liable to .be regarded 
wit:h aversion, ~nd mbjected to reproach and insult. 
But it is a . sufficient refutation of the argument 
that th~ practice in question tends to· destroy the 
equality of the pupils which the Constitution seeks 
to establish and protect, and puts a portion of them 
at a. serious disadvantage in many ways . with re
~pect to any others. 

The plain fact is that not to compel the 
attendance, upon such reading, of the chil
dren of. parents who object to ·it, for the 
sake of continuing the reading, is a virt
ual confession that the reading has . a 
"sectarian" character, as between those 

· who desire it and those who object to it. 
It is merely an attempt to get round what 
is apparent on the face of the case. 

3. The third point decided is that " the 
reading of the Bible is an act of worship, 
as that term is defined in the Constitution; 
and hence the tax-payers. of any district 
who are compelled to contribute to the 
erection and support of common schools, 
have the right to object to the reading of 
the Bible, under the Constitution of Wis
consin, Article I, section 18, clause 2, de
claring that no man shall be compelled to 

erect or support any place of wor
ship." This provision is in what is called 
the "Declaration of Rights." The opin
ion delivered by Mr. Justice Cassoday on 
this point is, to our understanding, clear 
and conclusive. Bible-reading in public 
schools has the form and intsntion of re
ligious worship; and this being the fact, 
then to compel the people by taxation to 
erect and support public schools, in which 
such reading is a practice, is to compel 
them .by law to erect and support places 
of worship. The fact that these places 
are also used for other purposes does not 
relieve the difficulty. The Constitution 
expressly declares that the people shall 
not "be compelled to erect any place" 
that is used for the purpose of worship. 
To tax a man to erect and support a pub
lic school, and ~hen to introduce the ele
ment of religious worship into that school, 
is to· make a combination which the Con
stitution forbids. 

4. The fourth point decided is that, "as 
the reading of the Bible at stated times in 
a common school is religious instruction, 
the money drawn from the State Treasury 
in support of such school is 'for the 
benefit of a religious seminary,' within 
the meaning . of the Constitution of Wis
consin, Article 1, section 18, clause 4, 
prohibiting such an appropriation. of the 
funds of the State." The design of the 

. clause -referred to, is to prevent the State 
from using the public funds to defray the 
expEn;,ses of religious instruction ; and this 
design is frustrated just. as really when 
these funds are used to support common 
schools in which such instruction is given, 
as it would be if these funds were used to 
support " religious societies, or religious 
or theological seminaries." Mr. Justice 
Cassoday in his opinion sets forth this 
point very clearly. 

We .have thus· given the pith of the ar
gument on this subject as stated by the 
three Justices of the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin. We see no escape from the 
conclusion reached, and have no desire to 
escape it, since we thoroughly believe in its· 
correckess . everywhere. To the argu
ment that "the exclusion of Bible reading 
from the district schools is derogatory to 
the value of the Holy Scriptures, a blow to 
their influence upon the conduct and con
sciences of men, and disastrous to· the 
cause of religion,?' Mr:. Justice ·Lyon thus 
replied:-

We most emphatiC!tlly rejeot these views. The 
priceless truths of the Bible are best taught to our 
youth in the church, the Sabbath and the parochial 
schools, the social religious meetings, and, above 
all, by parents in the home circle. There these 
truths may be explained and enforced, the spiritual 
welfare of the child guarded and protected, and his 
spiritual natu~e. directed and cultivated in accord
ance with the dictates of the parental conscience. 
The Constitution does not interfere with such · 
teaching and culture. 

The doctrine of the Constitution of Wis
consin, as thus settled by the Supreme 
Court of that State, is, in our judgment, 
the true doctrine for every State in the 
Union. It remits the question of religious 
instruction, as to what it shall be; as to 
the agency giving it, and as to the cost 
thereof, tq voluntary, private, and indi
vidual effort, and devotes the public 
school, created and regulated by law, and 
supported by a general taxation of the 
people, exclusively to secular' education. 
This principle is in harmony with the 
nature and structure of our political insti
tutions, and is, moreover, just and equit
able as between religious sects. It favors 
no one of them and proscribes no one of 
them; and while it leaves them all free to 
propagate their religious beliefs in their 
own way, and at their own expense, it 
gives to the whole people, at the. cost of 
the whole, a system of popular education 
that is certainly. good as far as it goes, 
and is a]l that the State can give, without 
itself becoming a religious propagandist. 
Catholics and Protestants alike ought to 
be satisfied with it. There is no other 
basis on which the school question can be 
justly settled as between different relig
ious sects.-N. Y. Independent. 

Some Pertinent Questions. 

WHILE some of the advocates of Sun
day laws are still urging the passage and 
the enforcement of such laws in the in
terest of religion, others are more wise, 
even if less honest, and are pleading for a 
"civil sabbath" for "civil reasons." In 
a recent discourse in Denver, Rev. W. F. 
Crafts said: "It is genuine labor .re
form, this six-day law." 

"There is a general agreement," said' 
he, "that the rest day must be made, by 
law. When men think that ten hours-out 
of twenty-four is enough fof work, it is 
incorporated in law, and everybody thinks 
it all right. Our movement is a six-day 
one, and on a par with the ten or eight
hour law." But where is the parallel? 
No ten or eight-hour law ever made, for
bade men to work more than eight or ten 
hours; such laws simply forbid employers 
to require men to work more than eight 
or ten hours ·for a day's wages;· if the 
men themselves are willing to work extra 
time, they may do so. . But Sunday laws 
forbid work upori a certain day; they aim 
·to protect not the employee, but the day. 

If the real purpose of Sunday legisla
tion is to prevent men from being re
quired to do unnecessary work upon Sun-
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day, why do the advocates of such legis
lation not ask that the day be made a 
legal holiday, and that employers be re
quired to pay double wages for all work 
done upon that day-with the provision 
also · that a claim for such extra wages 
shall never outlaw, and that no agreement 
on the part of an employee shall be a bar 
to the' collection of such wages ? Such a 
law would' stop all the unnecessary Sun
day work now carried on, and give work
ing people every advantage that they could 
'justly cla1m on the score of a right to 
rest.; and at the same time. it would leave 
all who w~sh to labor on :their own ac
count free·:to do so, as they are not now in 
some States. But no law whatever is 
reaHy necess~:ti'Y to secure to every man 
·the Tight to rest. 

While upon the PaCific Ooa~t, a few 
we.eks since, Mr. Crafts was asked if a 
Saturday law was not necessary to protect 
the !Jew in the religious observance of the 
sev~nth day .. Mr •. Crafts r.eplied: "It is 
not ;sufficiently emphasized: that the J·ew 
is left absolutely free· to observe the sev
enth day. He oan close his shop; he can 
refuse to work." Mr. Oraft.s is quite right 
in this answer; but it is just as true of 
the Sunday keeper: he can · refuse to 
work. If. the demand was as general as 
Mr. Crafts would have us believe,. men 
would strike for Sunday rest just as they 
now do for shorter hours and higher 
wa~es. But nobody ever heard of a strike 
againstSunday work. 

B:ut Mr. Crafts, · though professedly 
wor'kilrg for a civil law for the protection · 
of. a civil rest day, i.s not C<¥ntent to place 
the seventh-day observer and the first-day 
observer upon the same footing as regards 
the law. He not only wants to provide 
that nobody shall be compelled to work 
upon the nrst day, but tha,t nobody shall 
be permitted to work upon that day, with 
these exceptions: ''We concede," says he, 
"that three exceptions must be made-for 
labors of necessity, mercy, and for those 
whO keep Saturday, the latt~:~r to work 
behind closed doors." But why behind 
closed doors, Mr. Crafts? If the law is 
only for the protection of labor, only to 
prevent men. from being compelled to 
work on Sunday, why provide that those 
who want to work upon that.,day shall do 
it behind closed doors ? There can be but 
one reason, namely, to place Sunday work 
under the ban . of the law, and merely. 
tolerate it just .as Protestant worship is 
tolerated in some of the South American 
countries, behind high walls and in build
ings not having any outward resemblance 
to churches. 

Referring to Mr. Crafts' work, the Den
ver News, of June 17, well says:-

I(needs'no analysis to see the drift of the. legisla
tion ·he advocates. He would have the Civil power 
enforce a 1·eligious conception of Sunday observ
an~, save· that he would,forego compulsory attend
ance at qhurch. . 

One fact is, that look at the matter from 

whatever point of view you will, the real 
design of Sunday laws is to protect and 
honor the day, not to protect the men 
who might· otherwise labor upon that 
day. This fact is "not sufficiently em
phasized; '1 indeed, it is even denied by 
the American. Sabbath Union. 

C. P. B. 

Unique Legislation. 

THE last clause of the Blair Sunday-rest 
Bill, is worded as follows :-

Nor shall the provision!:! of this act be construed to 
prohibit or sanction labor on Sunday, by individ
uals who conscientiously believe in and observe any 
other day than Sunday as the Sabbath, or a day of 
religious worship, provided that such labor be not 
done to the disturbance of others. 

This is unique. No such legislation as 
this was ever before offered in this coun
try. The restrictions of the Bill, if passed, 
would bear upon all persons within the 
exclusive. jurisdiction of Congress,-the 
District of Columbia, the Territories,.ships 
on the high seas, military and naval sta~ 
tions, military and naval service; the posta] 
service, and those, engaged in inter-state 
commerce and trade with the Indians. 

The influence of such a measure' would 
not be as circumscribed as some of its pro
moters would have us think. Its restric
tions upon the postal service, and inter
.state commerce, would cause its effects to 
be seen, and its results manifested in 
every corner of the land. Those who 
planned it, well know this, and have 
worked accordingly. But from the effects 
of this far-reaching law, they make an os
tensible exception. What is it ? It spec
ifies a certain class of people, who are 
characterized in the bill, as "individuals 
who conscientiously .believe in and observe 
any other day than Sunday, as the Sab
bath or a day of religious worship," and 
declares that, as regards them, the bill is 
non-committal. Concerning this class, it 
withdraws its prohibition, but at the same 
time refuses its sanction. As . regards 
them, it refuses to legislate. 

These people who "conscientiously be
lieve," etc., are therefore thrown outside 
the pale of the law. They are ignored in the 
laws of the United Stat-es. They are out
laws. There is something so darkly mys
terious in their case, that Congress cannot 
acknowledge their existence, but must 
deny itself to them utterly, either in favor 
or displeasure. 

But who is it tha,t thus assumes to ask 
for the outlawry of a body of American 
citizens? It is a number of men who form 
the nucleus of a party known as the Na-

. tional Reform Association, and who deny 
their own citizenship, and refuse to exer
cise their right of suffrage. This Govern
ment, .and. the people (who are the Gov
.ernment), should consider whether "con
scientious" .citizens who obey the law, 
pay their·taxes, and. value their franchise, 
using it for the benefit of the.ir country, 
should be scorned and outlawed, at the· 

demand of a few men who are a~iens by 
choice-voluntary aliens, because the great 
founders of this republic were too intelli
gently and profoundly reverent to embody 
the name of God in the civil document 
upon which the polity of this Nation is 
based. Shall the Congress of the United 
States say of any person or any class of 
persons within its jurisdiction, "We wash 
our hands of you; " ''We neither prohibit 
nor sanction your acts;" ''We deliver you 
up to the Committees of One Hundred, to 
the.Law-and-Order leagues, arid to the 
White Caps"? If this can be accom
plished by a demand from such a source, 
who governs this country? and who 
may not come next under the ban of 
outlawry? ""· H. M. 

Bellamyism In Fact. 

THE following bill has been introduced 
in the United States Senate by Senator 
Plumb, of Kansas:-

Be it enacted, that the President of the United 
States shall forthwith issue a call addressed to all 
citizens of this republic over twenty-one years of 
age, inviting them to· serve in the grand army of 
labor of this republic for not less than one day, 
under the following terms and conditions; First, 
the hours of labor shall not exceed four hours per 
day for more than five days in each week, nor more 
than six successive weeks without an intermission 
of two weeks; second the rate of wages shall be 
four dollars per day, and be payable weekly, in the 
declaratory, full legal tender, silk-threaded, green
back, paper money of the United States of America 
exclusively. 

SECTION 2. That an Executive Department of 
Labm· be and is hereby established, and the office of 
Secretary of the Department of Labor, at a salary of 
$4 per day, is hereby created, for the purpose of 
enabling the said President to Tapidly commission 
and assign said volunteers to duty in the public 
service, where their abilities will reflect credit upon 
themselves; and it is hereby distinctly provided 
that the tenure of office in said service shall be 
held exclusively at the pleasure of the said volunteer, 
and not, as heretofore, at the pleasure of some · 
spoilsman who may happen to hold a commission 
issued by the President of the United States or 
other officer thereof. 

SECTION 3. That the money necessary to carry the 
provisions of this act into effect, be, and is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, and in case there shall be no 
money in ·said treasury, then it shall be the duty of 
the Treasurer of the United States to inform the 
Secretary of the treasury of that fact, and he shall 
at once cause a sufficiency thereof to . be prepared 
and covered into the Treasury for said purpose. 

SECTION 4. That all laws, and parts of laws, in 
conflict herewith, be, and are hereby repealed, and 
this act shall take effect when approved. 

That is Bellamyism, otherwise called 
Nationalism, reduced to legal form. Of 
course so far as Senator Plumb is con
cerned this is only a "take off; " but as for 
Bellamyism it is the genuine article set in 
statutory phrase. Nothing more than this 
is expected to be done wjth the bill; but 
it is worth something to have Mr. Bel
lamy's extravaganza reduced· to a definite 
proposition and put into plain every-day 
English. · We should like to Sf!e Mr. Bel
lamy or any who holds hi:;; fancy, .either 
advocate or oppose it. 
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The . Basis of Civil Sabbath Laws. 

I LEARN from the Christian Statesman 
of May 29, that the editor, and Judge 
Hagan, of Cincinnati, Ohio, though agreed 
in the propriety and necessity of a civil 
Sabbath, differ from each other on the 
basis of such legislations. The Judge 
says, "No legislation on this subjeot, un
less it is founded on !'lOme basis beside the 
Ohri~?tian duty of observing a day of rest, 
can .. be justified. So keen and incisive 
was the intention of the founders of the 
Government to divorce the Church from 
the State; entirely and forever, that there 
cannot be, as there ought not to be, any 
legislation to enforce the performance of 
a Christian duty as such; but all laws 
must be •founded on civil rights, duties, 

· and 0bligations." · 
But the editor argues that without the 

divine law for the Sabbath there would be 
no basis for a civil Sabbath law. He says, 
"The moment we depart from an immut
able moral basis, that moment we are left 
adrift without compass or chart. The 
logic which runs us into such absurdity 
and such wickedness should show us that . 
we ·must base our civil Sabbath laws on 
the divine law. This is where our ablest 
jurors have based them. Judge Flandrau, 
of the Supreme Court of Minnesota; de
clared that the Sabbath law of that State 
'can have no other object than the en-

. forcement of the ·fourth of God's com
:rp.andments.' " The editor also quotes 
Judge Caldwell, of the Supreme Court of 
Texas, as saying that "the object of the 
legislation was to forbid all secular em
ployments on the Sabbath, not excepted 
in the act. The disregard of the Sabbath, 
the refusal to recognize it as a day sancti
fied ,"to holy purposes, constitutes the of
fense." 

Judge Hagan, to avoid the union of 
Church and State, .would have the. civil 
Sabbath based on reasons .wholly outside 
of religious obligatidn; but the . editor 
thinks such an idea absurd, and would 
have the civil Sabbath based on the com
mand of God, so that it will reach men's 
consciencef?, and so that '' the r:efusal to 
recognize it as a day sanctified to holy. 
purposes " will constitute the chief offense 
against the law. Any one can see that 
the ena-ctment of. s:uch a law w.ould be an 
effort to compel men to ackiwwledge the 
claims of the religion of the Bible, and of 
what they call the Christian Sabbath; and 
yet this is not religious legislation, but 
purely civil! . But however they differ in 
regard to the basis on which to found it, 
in one thing they agree, and that is, we 
must have a "civil Sabbath." 

The advocate!? of error will differ widely 
in their .. premises, but still come to the 
same conclusion; but 'those who plead for 
trU;th .are united in the reasons they offer · 
in its support, because they are ready
made, and they .do not have to invent 
them. R. F. COTTRELL. 
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Liberty of Conscience. · 
' . 

R. M. KING, of Obion County, Tennes-
see, belongs to a sect which holds Satur
day and not Sunday to be the Sabbath. 
He observes Saturday with great strict
ness, and on Sunday quietly proceeds with 
the labor on his farm. 

For doing so, Mr. King was indicted, 
tried, convicted and fined last March. 
The National Religious Liberty Associa
tion-an organization composed entirely 
of believers in the Christian religion-has 
undertaken King's defense,· and the case 
has been appealed to the Supreme Court · 
of the United States for the purpose of 
testing there the constitutionality of State 
laws enforcing the religious observance of 
Sunday as a Sabbath. 

Whatever the judicial ruling may be 
as to the constitutional power of a State 
to enforce such laws, there can be no doubt 
that their enforcement in such. cases as 
that of Mr. King is a gross violation of 
natura1 rights and rights of consciemJe. 
It is not contended that Mr. King dis
turbed any neighbor iri the enjoyment of 
a quiet Sunday, hut merely that his work
ing on Sunday and his observance of Sat
urday as his Sabbath instead, was an 
offense to the moral sense of the commu~ 
nity, and a violation of the law of the 
State. 

If it was so, it is high time for the com
munity in which Mr. King. lives to disci
pline its moral sense, and for his State to 
rearrange its laws in conformity with that 
principle of individual liberty which lies. 
at the foundation of American institutions. 

The principle involved is simple and its 
application plain. The State. has nothing 
to do with religion except to protect every 
citizen in his religious-liberty. It has;no 
more right to prescribe the religious ob
servance of Sabbaths and holy· days than 
to order sacraments and ordain creeds. 
. In recognition of -the general custom of 

the people, the State rightfully makes Sun-

day a legal holiday, in order that no man 
whose conscience or convenience forbids 
may be compelled to work on that day. 
The. law also properly protects citizens 
against unnecessary disturbance of their 
quietude on that day, but beyond that it 
has no right to go, in a country where 
Church and State are totally separated by 
fundamental law. To go further • is for 
the State to. assume powers inconsistent 
with its being .and very dangerous to re
ligious liberty. 

And this doctrine is held by all enlight~ 
ened men of all creeds, not in antagonism 
to any but in defense of all. It is the 
doctrine of perfect religious liberty in a 
purely secular State as opposed to the 
doctrine of State absolutism and intoler
ance in religion.-Editorial in New York 
World; .fune 23. 

THE Rey. G. E. Gordon, whom many 
of our cl.tizens met at the recent Dairy
men's Association, promulgates some ·sen
sible ideas. He recently signed a remon~ 
strance against the enactment by Congress 
of laws to enforce the observance of the 
Sabbath. "I am opposed to all legisla~ 
tion ·of that kind," he said, when ques~ 
tioned about it. "I believe that the peo
ple have the right of quiet assembly, and 
that meetings should be protected from 
both ·inside and outside disturbance. · I 
am opposed to rowdy Sundays, and I am 
opposed to rowdy Mondays. I do not be
lieve that a Catholic corner-stone laying 
procession, with its band has any more 
right to disturb a meeting of Turners, 
than a Sangerfest band has to disturb a 
church meeting. Legislation for the ob
servance of Sunday, because it is Sunday, 
is not in harmony with American princi
ples. After nineteen centuries of existence · 
if the Church can not conquer the world 
without special legislation, it would better 
give it up. I think the freer the Church 
is from legislative .enactments the more 
chance it has, the further it reaches, and 
the more good it does.''-'-Columbus, Wis
consin, Democrat. 

SECTARIAN instruction should be sedu
lously excluded from the public schools 
of the land. The Catholics, as they have 
a right to do, object even to the reading 
of the Protestant Bible in such schools: 
but now comes Rev. Charles b. Brown, of 

. Dubuque, in a letter to the Des Moines 
Capital, .saying there are '' at least seven 
district schools in Dubuque County where 
the Catholic catechism is taught." ·A 
church so strenuousjn preventing unwel
come reading in the presence of its chil
dren should not employ the public funds 
to promote their doctrines, nor expect 
that other p~ople will be willing to have 
it done.-The Lyons, Iowa, Mirror. 

FoR blank petitions against religious 
legislation, address W. H. Me KEE, 225 A 
Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 
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NoTEc~Any.onereceiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having_ or!].~red it may know that it is sent to htnr by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able rule. to send out no papers withmit pay in advance, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need. have no fears that they will be asked.to pay 
for it simply because they take it from-the post-office. 

SPEAKING of theN on-Partisan Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, the Inde
pendent of this city says: ".We most 
heartily commend it to those who want 
to do temperance work without complica
tion with political parties." And so do 
we; and not only so, but we suggest that 
every Christian ought to want to do tem
perance work in just that way. 

THE Mail and Express heads the fol
lowing dispatch, ''Americanism in the 
West":-

Chicago; June 13. One hundred delegates from 
lodges of the Patriotic Sons of America throughout 
the State met last evening at the Grand Pacific 
Hotel to devise means of creating a public senti
ment in favor of the suppression of German public 
schools. The meeting was enthusiastic and unan
imous. 

Let us hear no more about Russian and 
German despotism in forcing the Russian 
and German languages upon conquered 
provinces. 

A SPRINGFIELD, Ohio, dispatch says:
Canton and Springfield played the first Sunday 

game of ball, on Sunday, before 3,000 people, not
withstanding the ministers' vigorous protest. Mon
day morning, by pre-arrangement of the baseball 
management, Constable Parsons arrested managers 
and players. In Squire Miller's coUTt they pleaded 
guilty, and each was fined twenty-five cents and 
costs. The latter will be thrown off. ChUTch-going 
people are kicking over the fines imposed by the 
Justice, and there is likely. to be some fun later. 

That seems strange. We are confidently 
assured by very many people that Sunday 
laws are not religious, but police regu
lations for the health of the people. If 
that were true it would seem that boards 
of health, and not the church p"eople, 
should do the "kicking" when Sunday 
laws are violated. 

--~---··~------

JUNE 2, Joseph Keeter and Joseph Bar
nett, of Indianapolis, were fined by Mayor 
Sullivan for taking photographs on Sun
day .. The former, with costs, paid $19.50 
and the latter paid $i3.25. Both were 
amateurs engaged in taking lal).dscapes. 
George Wilson and Ruth Keeter were ar
rested for the same offense, but their cases 
were continued. Laws that make such 
things possible ought to be promptly 
abolished. We suppose, however, that the 
Indiana Sunday law is simply a "civil reg
ulation" to " preserve the health of the 
people'' by keeping them from working 

hard. It · might not occur to many 
t amateur photography is necessarily 

either very-h1,1rtful physically or morally, 
but they forget that this waf3 . done on 
Sunday. · · · 

Sunday is a very peculi!tr day.· It would. 
no dou~t be all right fo:r the Mayorof In
dianapolis to take his carriage and enjoy 
a drive on Sunday, or for any number of 
people ·to devote the day to feasting and 
visiting, but taking photographs of land
scapes is not to be tolerated: · · 

SENATOR BLAIR, in a letter to the Mail 
and Express some time since, said:--

I yet believe that instead· of selecting a final toler
ation of so-called religions, the American people 
will, by constant and irresistible pressure gradually 
expel from our geographical boundaries every relig
ion except the Christian in its varied forms. I do 
not expect to see the pagan and other forms exist
ing side by side with the former, both peaceably ac
quiesced 1n, for any length of time. I do not think 
that experienee· will satisfy the American ·people 
that the inculcation of .any positive religious belief 
hostile to the Christian faith, or the practice of thlil 
forms of any other worship, is conducive to the 
good order of society and · the general welfare. 
There may not be any exhibition of bigotry in this. 
I believe that religious toleration will yet come to 
be considered to be an intelligent discrimination 
between the true and the false, and the selection of the 
former by such universal consent as ,shall exclude 
by general reprobation the recognition and practice 
of the latter. . . . The people are <;Jonsidering 
these subjects anew. They are questioning whether 
there be not some mistake in theories of religious 
liberty, which permit the inculcation of the most 
destructive errors in the name of toleration, and 
the spread of pestilences under the name of liberty 
which despises the quarantine. . 

This casts an important sidelight upon 
the legislation of which Mr. Blair is the 
author. It shows that the spirit of relig
ious despotism and intolerance is ingrained 
in his very make-up, and that these meas
ures in legislation are simply the means 
through which he would give vent to that 
which is in him and a host ofothers of his 
kind who are backing him up in his me
diroval methods. 

SoME time ago when every~hing possible 
was being done to secure from .Congress 
some recognition of Sunday as the Sab
bath, some action that would serve as a 
precedent for more extended and far
reaching legislation, the country was as
sured that the District of Columbia was 
without a Sunday law. THE SENTINEL 
published at that time an old Sunday law 
of the State of Maryland which has long 
been in force in the District, having never 
been repealed, but, even after it was pub
lished, the statement was still bandied 
about that the District had no Sunday 
law. This is now contradicted by the fol
lowing from the Washington correspond
. ent of the Mail and Express:-

There is a good deal of excitement in sporting 
circles here over the question of Sunday baseball 
games. The Sunday law in the District of Colum
bia is very strict. Not only are all saloons, cigar 
stores, and other shops closed, but the barber shops 
are shut up also, . peddlers are not allowed to sell 
fruit on the street, and while newsooys are allowed 

to sell papers,. they are not permitted to ci:y their 
wares. There' is no city on the continent where 
Sunday observa~ce is so strictly enforced, and no 
attempt has evet been made to resist or test the law. 

The baseball managers hold that the game is a 
healthy amusement, and that there is no law to 
prohibit them .from doing as they please within the 
inclosure ·which is leas:ed by them. The grounds 
are in an isolated locality, and they claim that no 
one can be disturbed or interfered with in their 
observance of the Sabbath, by a game. They claim 
also that there is no law prohibiting baseball play
ing on Sunday. The District Commissioners, how
ever, say that there is a law against Sunday des
ecratio!l and they intend to enforce it. 

Those who remember reading the Sun
day law of the District of Columbia, pub
lished in THE SENTINEL of February 13, 
will readily agree that it is "very strict"; 
also that it is ample to prevent ball
playing or almost anything else of a sec
ular nature on Sunday. 

A MOST interesting book has found its 
way to our table. It is entitled, "From 
Eden to Eden," by the late J. H. Wag
goner of Basel, Switzerland. This book 
is a brief examination of the more impor
tant historic and prophetic portions of 
the Scriptures. It is not a labored argu
ment to prove the divine inspiration of 
the Bible. That is taken for granted. 
And yet the book presents incidentally the 
most irrefragable evidence of the divine 
origin of both the Old and New Testa
ments. The Scriptures themselves are 
their owrr best witness, and the author of 
this book well says:-

It is the office of the Scriptures themselves to 
convince of their own origin and authority. To 
those who read them reverently not a word is needed 
to prove that they are divine; while to those who 
do not read them, or who read them carelessly and 
without reverence, no manner or aniount of proof 
can be given that can cause them to realize their 
divinit;r, their importance, or their beauty. To be 
apprecmted, the Bible must be studied with an ear
nest desire to learn the truth. 

The object of this book is to assist to 
just such a study as is here indicated, and 
the plan upon which it is written is most 
admirably adapted to that end. One im
portant truth kept constantly in view by 
the author is the uni~y of the divine plan 
as revealed in the several parts of the 
Scriptures. 

Though embracing only 264 pages, this 
work covers '' the entire period of the 
world's history and the consummation of 
the plan of redemption, yet the important 
truths which enter into this plan are so 
connected in their presentation, that the 
thoughtful reader cannot fail to see the 
relation of each to the others, and to re
alize the necessity of each as a part of the 
whole-brevity being rather a help in this 
direction than otherwise." 

This book is sold only by subscription. 
For prices and terms to agents, address the 
publishers, Pacific Press, Oakland, Cal., 
or 4·3Bond Street, New York. 
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MEN do not form civil societies for the 
maintenance of any form of religious 
opinions, but for purposes common to all 
and antecedent to all; consequently· all 
attempts to found any. civil superiority 
upon religious belief, are simply attempts 
at fraud and robbery; and are to be re
sisted, like other attempts at fraud and 
robbery.-Westminster Review. 

AccORDING to the report of a special 
agent of the Agricplturai · Department, 
fifteen per cent. of the food sold in the 
country is adulterated or misbranded, 

. causing ·a total loss to the consumers of 
about $675,000,000 a year. This would be 
a large and perfectly legitimate field of 
operation for those philanthropists who 
are so profoundly concerned for the pub
lic health that they are fearful that people 
will not take sufficient rest. They should 
at least combine with their demand for 
''civil" rest on Sunday ~ demand for 
pure food. In that case their movement 
would certainly be partially civil; some
thing which cannot be said of it now. 

~-----··--------

THE. AMERICAN SENTINEL is as much 
opposed to lotteries as any one can be, and 
holds that the State should suppress them; 
but we cannot approve the sentimmit ex
pressed recently by Mr. Foster, the leader 
of the anti-lottery fight in the Louisiana 
Senate. He declared that the side which 
:he represented could fight $1,000 bills with 
twenty-five dollar shot guns. This was 
simply a declaration that they would meet 
fraud by force. The lottery which they 
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are fighting is bad, but, bad as it is, it is 
not as utterly demoralizing as is the use 
of the shot-gun argument in politics. 
Those who espouse great moral ideas 
'should themselves be moral, and should 
confine themselves to methods that at 
least are not opposed to good morals. 
The use of the shot gun in politics, should 
be left for the other side in this lottery 
fight. 

A Dangerous League. 

EARLy in the year we noticed in THE 
SENTINEL the organization in this city of 
the National League for the Protection 
of American Institutions, and promised 
at the time to tell more about it when we 
should find out more. We have now 
found out more about it, and we are going 
to tell it; and what we tell about it shall 
be simply what we know. 

Document No. 1 of the League, says:

The objects of the League are to secure constitu
tional and legislative safeguards for the protection 
of the common school system and other American 
institutions, and to promote public instruction in 
harmony with such institutions, and to prevent all 
sectarian or denominational appropriations of public 

.funds. 

Hon. John Jay, ex-Minister to Austria, 
is President, and Rev. James M. King, 
D. D., of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
is General Secretary. Quite a large num
ber of millionaires, and other prominent 
men, are members of the League, among 
whom are Bishops Potter and Coxe, Drs. 
Howard Croeby and John Hall, and Rabbi 
Mendes. Other well-known names are 
those of Clinton B. Fisk, H. H. Boyesen, 
and E. P. Bellamy. 

The primary step taken, and the first 
work proposed to be accomplished by the 
League, is to secure the following amend
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States:-

N o State sh:~Jl pass any law respecting an establish
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof, or use its property or credit, or any money 
1·'aised by taxation, or authorize either to be used, 
for the purpose of founding, maintain!llg, or aiding, 

NUMBER 28. 

by appropriation, payment- for services, expenses, 
or otherwise, any church, religious denomination, 
or religious society, or any institution, society, or 
undertaking which is wholly, Ol' in part, under 
sectarian or ecclesiastical controL 

That amendment says very much, or it 
says very little. It says very much that 
is good, or it says very much that is bad. 
If it be taken plainly upon what it says, 
and interpreted according to its true 
meaning, it is well enough. The latter 
clause forbids the State to devote any of 
its funds, or credit, to any sectari~;tn or de
nominational school, or any school undel' 
ecclesiastical control. That is, it forbids 
the appropriation of any funds for church 
uses or for use in any church institutions. 
It forbids any State money, or credit, to 
be given to any church schools; but that 
clause does not forbid in any way the 
teaching of religion in the public schools. 
It does not forbid the use of State money, 
property, or credit for the purposes of 
teaching religion in the public schools. 
The first clause, however, would forbid 
this if given its true meaning, because no 
religion· can be taught in the public 
schools and at the same time leave every
body the free exercise of religion. 

If, therefore, this should become a part 
of the Constitution, and should be inter
preted and enforced according to the true 
meaning of the words used, it would be 
well enough; but this is not intended by 
the League which proposes the amend
ment. They do not intend by it that the 
teaching of religion-of Christianity in 
fact-shall be excluded from the public 
schools. And this is why we have said 
that the proposed- amendment means much 
that is good, or much that is bad. If it 
be fairly interpreted, if it be interpreted 
according to the meaning of the words 
used, it is good; but if it be interpreted 
according to the intents of the League 
which framed it, then it is only bad. 

We have not the individual views of 
all the enrolled members; but we have 
the printed views of both the President 
and the General Secretary, and if the 
principles of the League, and the int(3ntj;j 
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of the League, in this matter, are repre
sented by its President and its General 
Secretary, and if those principles and 
intents are expected to be carried into 
effect under the amendment when adopted, 
then the amendment means much that is 
bad. 

, Fairly and honestly interpreted, the 
amendment would forbid the use of the 
Bible or the t'eaching of any religion in 
the public schools; yet, February 15, 
1889, Dr. James M. King, then the repre
sentative of the Evangelical Alliance, and 
now the General Secretary of this League, 
appeared before the United States Senate 
Committee on Education and Labor, and 
argued in favor of the proposed Blair 
Amendment to the United States Constitu
tion, which distinctly proposed to enforce 
by national power, the teaching of "the 
principles of the Christian religion" in 
all the public schools of the Nation. In 
his speech he argued earnestly for that 
"Christianity" which is "a part of 
American law." He said:-

The Christianity which has from the beginning 
characterized our public schools, and which prop
erly belongs to the schools of Christian people, is 
thus alluded to by the Evangelical Alliance in a 
recent circular to the American people:-

Touching the management of our common schools 
on the purity of whose teaching depends the char
acter of the Nation, this Alliance would earnestly 
and respectfully entreat all who would maintain in 
their purity and beneficence our American institu
tions, to have eye to the schools in their own im
mediate neighborhood; to cherish them with affec
tionate and jealous care; to guard them from 
partisan and sectarian manipulation, to see that 
the teachers are fitted for their work, morally as 
well as intellectually, and that they worthily appre
ciate the grandeur of their task in training children 
for their high duties as American citizens. They 
should clearly understand that while those duties 
are based upon the broad, tolerant Christianity 
which our country holds to be, in a modified sense, 
a part of the American law-the Christianity re
vealed in the Bible, and whose divine origin and 
birth are judicially recognized-a Christianity not 
founded upon any particular tenets, but Christian
ity with liberty of conscience to all men; the Chris
tian ethics and influence thus authorized and 
demanded in ou1· schools must never be narrowed 
or perverted in our State institutions, and least of 
all in our public schools, by the admission of 
denominational dogmas or doctrines, or of ·decrees 
or maxims at variance with American rights, Amer
ican principles, or American law; or inconsistent 
with the fundamental American principle of a 
complete separation of Church and State. 

Again: - It is now known everywhere 
that the Wisconsin Supreme Court lately 
decided against the-use of the King James 
version of the Bible in the public schools. 
The Court decided thus upon the strength 
of the clause in the State Constitution 
forbidding sectarian instruction in the 
public schools, and which forbade the 
State to make any law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the· free exercise thereof. In short, the 
Supreme Court of Wisconsin decided 
aga1nst the use of the Bible in the public 
schools, under constitutional provisions 
whichin substance and on their face are 
identical with this amendment which is 
proposed by the National League for the 
Protection of American Institutions; yet, 
on the eighth day of April, 1890, in the 
New York Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Dr. King, at the time 

General Secretary· of this League, as 
Chairman of the Conference Committee 
on Religion and Public Education, pre-· 
sented a report in which an' the following 
statements of what the committee oalled 
"principles":-

2. That the separation of Church and State can
not mean under our form of government the sepa
ration of Christian morality and the State. 

3. Historically, and by the highest legal and judi
cial precedent we are a Christian Nation. 

4. It is well settled by decisions in leading States 
of the Union that Christianity is a part of the com
mon law of the State: ''the American States adopted 

· these principles from the common law of England." 

5. Education consists in the symmetrical develop
ment of the whole man for the purpose of his crea
tion. This purpose is admitted to be moral. Purely 
secular education is impossible in a land whose 
literature, history, and laws are a product of a Chris
tian civilization. 

12. We repudiate as un-American and pagan, 
and as a menace to the perpetuity of our free insti
tutions, the recent Supreme Court decision in the 
State of Wisconsin, a decision dictated and defended 
by the enemies of the public schools, that the read
ing of the Bible, without comment, is " sectarian 
instruction of the pupils, in view of the fact that 
the Bible contains numerous passages upon some of 
which the peculiar creed of almost every religious 
sect is based. And that such passages maybe reason
ably understood to inculcate the doctrines predi
cated upon them." The enemies of the common 
school declare that "exclusion of the Bible would 
not help the matter. This would only make the 
schools purely secular, which were worse than 
making them purely Protestant. For as it regards 
the State, society, morality, all the interests of this 
world, Protestantism we hold to be far better than 
no religion." 

In the present state of the controversy, we hold 
it to be the duty of the citizens of a commonwealth, 
Christian in its history and in the character of its 
laws, to deny that the Bible is a sectarian book, and 
to claim for it a place whenever the State attempts 
to educate youth for the duties of citizenship. 

And April 16, 1890, in a long letter to 
the New York Times, Hom John Jay, the 
President of the League, took the Times 
to task for its criticism of the above re
port. The sole object of the letter is to 
prove that '' Christianity is a part of 
American law" and that therefore Chris
tianity and its interests must be respected 
and enforced by the law, and it distinctly 
defended the right of the State "to teach 
morality," "to approve the ten command
ments," and '' to instruct children in the 
law of God and the sermon on the mount." 
And he assumes the task of " defending 
American law from the charge of ignor
ing Christianity" which he declares "is 
not difficult for even a layman." 

By these evidences it is plain enough 
that . this League for the Protection of 
American Institutions does not really in
tend to protect the American public 
school. While proposing that this 
amendment shall prohibit the State from 
devoting any money to any church school 
or institution, the League does intend 
that the State shall teach the Christian 
religion in the public school, and shall use 
its money for that purpose. The League 
gives to the word "sectarian" a meaning 
of its own, a mefl,ning which tht~ word 

cannot fairly pe made to bear, and it 
intends that under that meaning its 
views of the Christian religion shall be 
forced upon the . people in the public 
schools at the public expense. 

We are not alone in the view that by 
interpretation this proposed amendment is 
to be made to enforce what it does not 
say. The same day on which Dr. King 
spoke before the Senate Committee in be
half of the Blair Amendment, Rev. T. P. 
Stevenson, Corresponding Secretary of the 
National Reform Association, spoke im
mediately preceding Dr. King, and pre
sented a memorial of which the two fol
lowing resolutions are a part:-

Resolved, That our common schools, as one of 
the most important institutions of our country, 
should correspond to the Christian origin, history, 
and character of the Republic itself. Our schools 
should teach the history of our country, and the 
character of our institutions, our laws, and the rea
sons for them, the prerogatives and responsibilities 
of the sovereign people and their govermnent, on 
the loyalty due, under God, to the authority of our 
own rulers. The Bible ought not only to be read 
but taught in all the schools. The public schools 
must prove a failure if they do not train our rising 
generation to be honest, virtuous, and loyal .citizens. 
Such training, the ordi~ance for the Territory of 
the Northwest, and Washington's farewell address, 
assure us, can be found only in the principle~: of 
religion. 

Resolved, That while our schools are and should 
be Christian, no preference or advantage should be 
given to any one sect or denomination in connection 
with the public schools. Above all, no sect can 
justly or fairly claim any share of the public money 
for tl).e support of its own sectarian schools. 

This expresses the same principles pre
cisely as those held by Dr. King and Mr. 
John Jay; and of this amendment that is 
framed and proposed by the League, the 
OhristianStatesman of which Mr. Steven
son is editor, says:-

It ought to receive the immediate and serious 
support of all loyal Americans. 

And then says :-
Rightly interpreted, the foregoing amendment 

could not be used in any way as a lever to over
throw the Christian elements in our public schools. · 

By these evidences it is plain enough 
that if that amendment were adopted and 
were a part of the United States Constitu
tion, and the United States Supreme Court 
should by :lt dec.ide against the use of the 
King James version of the Bible in the 
public schools, that Court would be de
nounced by this League a.s an aider and 
abettor of " the enemies of the common 
schools," and such decision would be de
nounced by this League as "un-American 
and pagan." 

Another thing, it is only Protestants 
who demand, as in Wisconsin, that the 
Bible, that is, the King James version of the 
Bible, shall be used in the public schools. 
This according to .the above report of the 
General Secretary of this League is not 
sectarian. It is held not to be sectarian 
because the leading Protestant denomina
tions all agree that it is proper. With 
this meaning given to the word "secta
rian" these denominations might establish 
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what they would call a National Univer
sity, say at Washington City. They could 
put it under State control and then could 
draw from the public treasury all the 
money that by any influence they could se
cure in s'npport of that school, and so teach 
their views of Christianity in the school. 
All this, even though that amendment 
were a part of the national Constitution, 
because the school would not be under 
ecclesiastical control, but State control, 
and according to their interpretation the 
teaching oJ their views of Christianity 
and the Bible would not be sectarian. 

Or, on the other hand, the United 
St~U!s might be persuaded as Senator 
Edmunds' bill proposes, to establish a 
National University itself, .and these de
nominations, according to their interpre
tation of the word." sectarian," could have 
taught there at the national expense, 
their yiews' of Christianity and the Bible. 
And if these things were not so· taught 
in such an institution, then according to 
these "principles" they would repudiate 
the instruction as "un-American and pa
gan, and a menace to the perpetuity of 
our free institutions." 

According to their idea, their view of 
Christianity and the Bible is not sectarian, 
therefore it must be taught in the public 
schools. But if the question be left to the 
States there will be a disagreement be
tween them, as has already appeared in 
supreme court decisions. But if this 

. proposed ame~dment should be adopted 
the whole question would be at once re
moved from State jurisdictio~ and made 
national only. Then if a decision of the 
United States Supreme Court should be 
secured sustaining the ideas of the League 
that Christianity and the Bible are not 
sectarian, a national religion would thus be 
established at one stroke. And that is what 
this League means, according to the ex
pressed views of its President and Gen
eral Secretary. 

Therefore, judged and interpreted by 
the views and intents of the President and 
General Secretary of the National League 
for the Protection of American Institu
tions, this proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States is to be 
used only ~s a means of establishing so
called Protestant Christianity as a national 
religion. It means in the end just what 
the so-called Blair Amendment means but 

' it is worse than that, in that whereas the 
Blair Amendment plainly says what it 
means, the amendment offered by this 
League means the same thing, but sets it 
forth in language which appears to prom
ise precisely the opposite, leaving it to their 
own interpretation to secure by it what 
the Leagu~ intends. If those who propose 
and advocate this amendment mean what 
the amendment says, it would be all well 
enough; but when they mean the opposite 
of what it says, then it makes the whole 
thing to be. only evil. If the amendment 
were adopted as it reads, and were inter-

preted as it says, it would be perfectly 
proper and a good thing; but when those 
who ha.ve framed it and who propose to 
secure its adoption mean the opposite of 
what it says, then the danger is that the 
influence which they exerted to secure its 
adoption might be available to secure their 
interpretation, which is the opposite of 
what it says. 

Therefore the best thing for the Ameri
can people to do, is . to protect American 
institutions by giving no place to the 
National League for the Protection of 
American Institutions, at least so far as 
its views are represented in the pub
lished ideas of its President and General 
Secretary. A. T. J. 

"The Civil Side of the Sabbath." 

IN Eccl. 7 : 29 we read : '' Lo, this only 
have I found, that God hath made man 
upright; but they have sought out many 
inventions." The above title, quoted from 
a National Reformer so-called, displays 
one of the many inventions of those who 
are clamoring for civil law to compel all 
to observe an institution wholly religious. 
They call it the "Christian Sabbath," and 
claim for it divine sanction and religious 
obligation. If this claim is just, civil law 
has no more to do for its enforcement, than 
it has for the enforcement of the Christian 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord's sup
per. It is a matter entirely at the option 
of each individual. God leaves men free 
to serve him or not as they choose, retain
ing the right to call them to judgment in 
his own time. And our unequaled Consti
tution forbids the making of any law 
prohibiting the free exercise of choice in 
all religious matters. This is as it should 
be; it is in harmony with the Golden Rule. 
All have the right to keep Sabbath, if they 
choose, and when they choose. 

But National Reformers wish to compel 
.all to keep Sabbath when they do; and to 
evade the truth that they wish to enforce 
a religious im1titution by civil law, they 
tax to the uttermost their inventive powers 
to find a way to make it appear that they · 
do not ask for religious legislation. Hence 
their Sabbath has many sides; as the san
itary side, the merciful side, the protec
tion side, and the civil side. All this, and 
I know not how much more, to persuade 
the good people that legislation in favor of a 
religious observance is not religious legis
lation, or tl).e establishing a form of relig
ion by law, the very thing which our peer
less Constitution prohibits. 

All have the privilege of resting one day 
in seven, if they think it for their health; 
but if they do not rest on a particular day, 
it is not a contagious disease, like the 
small-pox or yellow fever, that will en dan
ger the lives of those who do rest. Work
ingmen have the privilege of resting on 
Sunday, without compelling everybody 
else to rest on that day. And in regard to 
protection, our laws justly protect all in 

religious worship on every day in the 
whole year. And there is nothing uncivil 
-nothing which infringes upon the rights 
of others-in quietly attending to one's 
own business on any day. But it would be 
quite uncivil to compel any man to lose 
the reward of honest labor on any day on 
which he chooses to work. The civil side 
of religious legislation has been sufficiently 
exemplified in past ages of the world. To 
repeat the experiment is worse than folly. 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

No Need of Sunday Legislation. 

THE Examiner (Baptist) of this city, 
had an article some time since on '' The 
Need of Sunday Legislation," in which 
some ideas worthy of notice were advo
cated. The article is a review of a para
graph or two from an article in a secular 
paper expressing the sentiment that no 
laws should be made in regard to Sunday, 
and that consequently everybody should 
do as they please about observing it. 
This, the Examiner thinks, would be ut
terly destructive of all Sunday observan~e. 
That paper admits, however, that "no 
laws should be made enforcing the relig
ious observance of Sunday." 

.Just what those who say they are in 
favor of Sunday laws, but not in favor of 
enforcing the "religious observance" of 
the day, mean, we do not know. Sun
day is purely a religious institution. It 
is observed because it is a religious institu
tion, and how any observance of it what
ever can be enforced without enforcing a 
religious observance, is more than we can 
understand. It is true that no law can 
compel anyone to have a real regard for 
Sunday, and possibly the advocates of 
Sunday laws would regard nothing short 
of that as religious observance; but any 
law that prohibits secular occupations on 
Sunday, compels people to act as though 
they had a sacred regard for the day, and 
what is that but religious observance as 
far as it goes ? 

The Examiner argues that Sunday laws 
are necessary in order to afford those an op
portunity to rest who desire to do so. To 
prove this, it cites the case of the Saturday 
half-holiday in this city, of which it 
says:-

For several years, by a concerted action, some 
few large firms in the same lines of business 
adopted a system of early closing during the sum
mer, but the practice was by no means general, 
and it had no sure basis until a statute made Sat
urday afternoon a legal holiday. When all banks 
and public offices closed at noon on Saturday, it 
was· found not only practicable to close private 
offices and shops, but' of little use to keep them 
open, and so the half-holiday became assured as a 
summer institution, and is more and more generally 
observed with every-year. 

But instead of proving the necessity of 
Sunday laws, this proves conclusively 
that no such laws are required further 
than to make Sunday a legal holiday. 
There is no law forbidding work upon 
Saturday afternoon; the law simply makes 
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Saturday afternoon a .legal holiday, and 
banks, courts, etc., must of necessity sus
pend business, because business done at 
that time would not be legal. But to 
make Sunday dies non would not satisfy 
Sunday-law advocates. This is exactly 
the case with Sunday in Californi~. It is 
a legal holiday, no public business is done 
and would not be legal if it were done, 
and yet, Sunday advocates say that Cali
fornia has no Sunday law, and they are 
demanding that a Slunday law b~:~ enacted 
in that State. The truth is, that that 
which they want is a statutory recogni
tion of ,Sunday as a sacred day. And 
that, they say, would not be religious 
legislation ! c. P. B. 

The Bible in the Schools. 

THE Rhode Island Congregational Con
ference recently adopted resolutions de
nouncing the action of the School Board 
in discontinuing the reading of the Bible 
in the public schools of Providence. This 
action of the Conference is reviewed and 
criticised in the following excellent edi
torial from the Pr_ovidence Evening Bul

letin;-

The view of the matter taken by the 
Congregational Conference is, we think, 
wholly mistaken. It is based on a radical 
misunderstanding of the function and 
scope of the public schools; and we can
not believe that it is taken by the great 
majority of intelligent and fair-minded 
people, whatever their religious predilec
tions. The idea lying behind these reso
lutions, as well as the thought running 
through all arguments for the retention 
of the Bible ·in the schools, seems to be 
that its removal is in some way a conces
sion to the Catholics. As a matter of fact 
it is nothing of the sort. The reason that 
decided the discontinuance of Bible read
ing in the schools of Providence, the 
reason that has ruled in other similar 
cases, and the reason that must finally 
prevail everywhere, is that this change is 
necessary in order . to make the public 
schools exactly what they are intended to 
be and nothing more. 

In a land like ours where freedom of 
conscience and of worship is a fundamental 
guarantee, the only justifiable purpose of 
the public-school system must be to fur
nish a purely secular education under 
such circumstances and conditions as will 
make it available to all classes and sectB in 
the community. The. concession, then, 
would be in leaving the Bible in the schools. 
That would be a concession to the extreme, 

' but it cannot be thought common Protest
ant · contention that the public schools 
should be Protestant institutions as re
gards both control and instruction and, 
inevitably if not intentionally, as regards 
attendance. 

For the Bible cannot be used in the 

schools, to be read without comment or 
explanation, without putting sectarianism 
into the system of public instruction. 
That the reading of the Bible in the 
schools is a sectarian act has been estab
lished by the recent court decision in Wis
consin, and it is obvious, indeed, from the 
most ordinary common sense view of the 
question. Any pupil of ordinary intelli
gence who listens to the reading of doc
trinal portions of the Bible will be more 
or less instructed thereby in . . doc
trines about which there is sectarian dif
fere:nce of opinion. 

Now, sectarian instruction must cer
tainly comprehend the inculcation of re
ligious doctrines upon which there is any 
difference of opinion. And as the Catholic 
Church declares that the version used in 
the schools is inaccurate and misleading 
on many points, as the Unitarian and 
Universalist Churches must hold that the 
reading of the Scriptures without com
ment or exposition is likely to lead to 
erroneous beliefs, as the Jews cannot con
sider the New Testament a sound body· 
of doctrine, and as Agnostics would not 
have the Bible as a whole made a part of 
dogmatic instruction, it is clear that its 
reading is sectarian teaching. Conse
quently its reading has no proper place in 
schools that are meant to be non-sectarian. 
That is the first reason why it is excluded. 
Its retention makes the public educational 
system something other than '' free " to 
all classes and sects. It makes them sec
tarian and leaves them available by only 
a portion of those who are compelled to 
pay taxes to support them. 

But that is not the only reason for 
the discontinuance of a practice which, 
at the best, is perfunctory and of no 
practical advantage frorri. any point of 
view. Perhaps the stronger reason is in 
the necessity of entirely separating relig
ion and worship from public education if 
the functions of State and Church are to . 
be kept wholly separate. As cannot be 
too often insisted the sole purpose of the 
public-school system is to provide a secu
lar education, which is clearly within the 
province of the Government. It is not to 
give religious instruction· or provide a 
place of worship, which is as clearly a 
private matter. But the reading of the 
Bible, so far as it amounts to anything at 
all, is religious instruction and the place 
where the. Bible is read is, to that extent, 
as the Supreme Court of Wisconsin lately 
declared, a place of worship. 

Even were it practicable, then, to pro
vide an l:l.mended version of the Scrip
tures. which should contain no doctrinal 
points, its reading would still be out of 
place in the public schools. There is no 
more reason for opening ·the sessions o( 
the latter with devotional exer.cises than 
there would be in . beginning the day's 
labor in stores and factories with similar 
ceremonies. The school is a place of work. 
It is a place where children are sent to get 

a secular education. The inculcation of 
religious doctrine and the cultivation of 
the feelings of worship are matters for 
the home and Church. They are matters 
with which the Government has no con
cern and which it .cannot interfere in 
without uniting the functions of Church 
and State in a manner and to a degree 
wholly repugnant to the spirit of Ameri
can institutions. 

We, here in Providence, have taken that 
broad and sensible view of the question 
and by discontinuing the practice of open
ing the schools with Bible reading, have 
removed the last vestige of sectarianism 
from our school system. We have thus 
placed the system on a basis of equal 
opportunity for all, making it equally 
available, without violation of conscience, 
for Protestants or Catholics, Jews or Ag
nostics, though, of course, those who hold 
that religious training should be an in
tegral part of education are not, and can
not be, satisfied with it. That much it 
was our plain duty to do as citizens of a 
State that intends to offer free education 
to all, and that is supposed, indeed, to 
compel the school attendance of all chil
dren of school age; and anything less than 
that would not have sufficed. 

We have siinply made the schools of 
this city what they are intended to be, on 
our theory of government, and. nothing, 
more. In deprecating that action, the 
Congregational Conference. puts itself in 
a position which reflects little credit on its ·. 
intelligence .and liberality, and in which 
it cannot be believed it will be joined by 
the majority of American people, least of 
all by the people of Rhode Island, who 
from the first have so strenuously insisted 
on absolute freedom of conscience, and 
the entire separation of the affairs of the 
Church from the affairs of the State. 

The Sabbath Is Not a Civil Institution. 

I NOTICED recently au article in defense 
of Sabbath laws by Ron. E. L. Pan
cher, LL. D., entitled, "The Sabbath as a· 
Civil Institution," which set me to think
ing. The drift of the argument seems to 
be that as the " Christian Sabbath is ob
served and well established in the United 
States," and is "regulated by laws passed 
to secure the good order ·of society," that 
it is therefore a "civil institution," and 
" is a right of the citizen that it should be 
observed as a day of cessation from labor, 
and of quiet and order." ~ 

Now I cannot · possibly see any logic in 
these statements. The mere fact that it 
is observed and well established, and pro
tected by laws does not prove that it is 
either the Sabbath or a civil institution. 
When we come to examine the Sabbath as 
a religious institution, we want better 
authority than its being "observed and 
vyell establ!shed" in any nation. If that 
argument be true, the Sabbath of the Mo
hammedan is just as much the Sabbath or 
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a civil institution, as the Sabbath of the 
ChristiStn, Mr. Pancher to the contrary not
withstanding, for that day is "observed 
and well established'' among that people. 
Bu't it is not my purpose to examine in 
regard to whether Sunday is the Sabbath 
or not; I desire to examine "the Sabbath 
as a civil institution." Is it ? I repeat 
that the mere fact that the law requires 
cessation from labor, etc., upon Sunday, 
or any other day, does :riot· make it a civil 
institution. Its observance may have 
been required from time immemorial by 
nations, but that fact does not make it a 
civi~ institution. The definition of the 
word "civil " is as follows:-
. Civil: Pertaining to a city or State, or to a citizen 

in hi~ relations to ,his fellow -citizens, or to the State. · 

A~ fellow-citizens, we all recognize the 
fact that we sustain to the State and to 
ea.ch othe:c, a certain relationship. The 
functions of the Government pertain to 
this'relationship. They cannot possibly ex
tend beyond it. In the requirement of the 
Government, and the obligation of the 
citizc:Jn, there should be harmony and 
justice. For this very purpose "govern
ments are instituted among inen." Let us 
test the institution of the Sabbath upon 
this principle. 

Suppose the Government ·requires the 
observance of a day as "a day of cessa
tion. from labor, and of quiet and order." 

·They claim that it is a right of the citizen 
that it shduld thus be observed,-a civil 
requirement. ~ow if this be' true, the 
violation of this institution will be an 
uncivil act, and that relationship that the 
violator sustained to the State or fellow
citizen, will be broken. He will be ac
counted as subverting that right guaranteed 
to the citizen by the Government. Let us 
see what acts constitute a breach of this 
institution. Mr. Panchercitesasprecedents 
the action of the English Government that 
passed statutes "regulating the keeping 
of the people from any sports and pas
times whatsoever, worldly labor, the open
ing of a house or room for public enter
tainment or amusement, the sale of beer, 
wine, spirits, etc., and other like acts on 
that day." He says there were other acts 
designed to compel attendance at church, 
etc., which would be prohibited now (?), 
"but the acts referred to do not relate to 

·religious profession or worship, but to the 
civil obligations and duties of the subject 
and citizen," etc. 

I have now defined some of those duties, 
at least, that the citizen owes the State, 
the violation of which will be a breach 
of the civil law. Let us examine this a 
little. 

'' Keeping the people from any sports 
·or pastimes whatsoever." There are many 

things that would come under this head, 
such as hunting, fishing, ball~playing, 

driving, walking, etc., etc. Suppose that 
on a Sunday (or any other day that the 
Government may set apart); neighbor A 
takes his fishing tackle to some stream, 

for pleasure; neighbor B and 'his wife 
drive to their country residence; neigh
bor C and family visit the park, or some 
other place for recreation. The law for
bids any "sports or pastimes whatso
ever," and these parties have violated the 
laws and are held as criminals. They have 
violated a civil (?) institution. But let 
us see what these people did. Neighbor 
A was fishing; neighbor B was driving to 
the country; neighbor C and family were 
enjoying nature and the pure air of 
heaven. Is fishing an uncivil act ? Has 
B broken his relationship to the State or 
to his fellow-citizen by driving? Has C 
and family infringed upon the rights of 
any as they were recreating ? It is so 
held; because for committing these acts 
they were found guilty-so we would be 
led to the conclusion, logically, that the 
acts were uncivil. But let us see. On any 
other day, the observance of which is not 
required, others can fish all day, drive as 
much as they please, recreate all they 
desire. I .look, but they are not appre
hended. Why? They have committed the 
very ~arne acts, but the law does not say 
they are criminals. Why ? '' Oh," says one, 
'' these acts were not done on the day set 
apart." But if they were uncivil acts on a 
set day and infringed upon the right of the 
State or citizen, why would they not be 
uncivil upon another day? So it will 
be said of " worldly labor." That will 
be forbidden on the day set apart for the 
Nation, and the man who will presume to 
till the soil, reap his grain, or do any other 
work coming under this head will be ap
prehended and punished. But on any 
day not so set apart, ~en can engage 
in these duties and will not be interfered 
with. We are led to the just and logical 
conclusion, that it is not the act, but the 
day upon which it is performed that con
stitutes the offense. So the matter reverts 
to the observance of the day and not the 
nature of the acts performed upon it. 

Is the observance of a day a civil require
ment? Let us see. Is the Sabbath an 
institution of the State, or of God ?-Of 
God most assuredly. It antedates earthly 
governments. The observance of the day 
being requirea, is it a civil or a moral 
obligation ?-A moral obligation in the 
strictest sense. None but God can truly 
know that we do observe it as we should. 
In all his requirements, he takes cog
nizance of the thoughts and desires of the 
heart, and to be acceptable, our service 
must be a willing and delightsome one. 
Neither can we find in its non-observance a 
breach of that relationship we owe to the 
State or to our fellow-citizen. To whom 
do we owe civility ? Answer, to the State. 
To whom do we owe morality? Answer, 
to God. The Sabbath being a moral m
stitution, and not a civil, to whom do we 
owe its observance ?-To God, most as. 
suredly. 

"But" says one, "would you not pro
hibit the sale of intoxicants and many 

other things that you have not mentioned; 
upon that day?" There· are a great many 
things that should be prohibited, but not 
because they are performed upon that day, 
but because they are uncivil, and for that 
reason they should be prohibited every 
day. Let us first decide whether the act 
is an uncivil act, and infringes upon the 
right guaranteed to the citizen, and then 
let the Government not only prohibit it 
upon one day, but every day. Therefore 
we claim that as the Sabbath day is an 
institution of God, and not of the State, 
and as its observance or non-observance 
does not interfere with that relationship 
with which governments only have to do, 
that the Sabbath is not a civil institution. 

R. D. HOTTEL. 

Religion and the State.-No. 3. 

Gon has never established authority 
with any man, or any number of men,. to 
declare what is final law for others, in mat
ters of religious faith. Give this power 
to either the Governor of a State, or to 
the popular majority of a community, 
and such authority gradually becomes 
invested with a force that is sure, sooner 
or lat~, to be swayed oppressively. Men 
who stand with the minority, have a more 
vivid realization of this, than those on 
the opposite side. Macaulay stated the 
truth on this point, in a few words, when 
he said:-

The doctrine which, from the very first origin of 
religious dissensions, has been held by all bigots of 
all sects, when condensed into a few words, and 
stripped of rhetorical disguise is simply this: I am 
in the right and you are in the wrong. When you 
are the stronger, you ought to tolerate me; for it is 
your duty to tolerate truth. But when I am the 
stronger I shall persecute you, for it is·my duty to 
persecute error.-Macaulay's Essay on Sir James 
Mackintosh, Par. 57. 

It was observed in the beginning of this book that 
crimes and misdemeanors are a breach and violation 
of the public rights and duties, owing to the whole 
community, considered as a community in its social 
aggregate capacity. And in the very entrance of 
these commentaries it was shown that human laws 
can have no concern with any but social and rela
tive duties, being intended only to regulate the · 
conduct of man considered under various relations 
as a member of civil sooiety: All crimes ought 
therefore, to be estimated merely according to the 
mischief which they produce in civil society, and 
of consequence, private vices, or breach of mere ab
solute duties, which man is bound to perform con
sidered only as an individual, are not, cap.not be, 
the object of any municipal law.-Oooley's Black
stone, Book 4, P. 40. 

Cooley in his work on Constitutional 
Law, also sets forth the relation of the in
dividual conscience to the civil law, as 
follows:-

It is the province of the State, to enforce, so far 
as it may be found practicable, the obligations and 
duties which the citizen may be under, or may: 
owe to his fellow-citizen, or to society; but those 
which spring from relations between himself and 
his Maker are to be enforced by the admonitions 
of conscience, and not by the penalties of human 
laws. Indeed, as all real worship must essentially 
and necessarily consist in the free-will offering of 
adoration and gratitude by the creature to the 
Creator, human laws are obviously inadequate to 
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incite or compel those internal and voluntary emo
tions which shall induce it; and human penalties, 
at most, could only enforce the observance of idle 
ceremonies, which, when unwillingly performed, 
are alike valueless to all the participants, and de
void of all the elements of true worship.-Oonsti
tutional Limitations, X 469, 3. 

To state the proposition in another form, 
Macaulay, in his review of Gladstone, 
" Church and State," says :-

Now here are two great objects: one is the protec
tion of persons and estates of citizens from injury; 
the other is the propagation of religious truths. No 
two objects more entirely distinct can well be imr,g
ined. The former belongs wholly to the visible and 
tangible world in which we live; the latter belongs 
to that higher world which is beyond the reach of 
our senses. The former belongs to this life; the 
latter, to that which is to come. Men who are per
fectly agreed as to the importance of the former 
object, and as to the way of obtaining it, differ as 
widely as possible. respecting the latter object.
Par. 13. 

There is one prominent doctrine set 
forth in the foregoing quotations to 
which there must be a general agreem8nt: 
that is, that the Christian religion is de
signed to do a work which civil govern
ment is in nowise qualified to do. The 
former accomplishes its mission, and saves 
the transgressor of God's law, by offering 
mercy to all who confess their guilt. The 
latter restrains crime only by the rigid ap
plication of its laws, which can in no way 
change men's hearts. There is no mercy 
in law, not even in that of Jehovah. 
True, the word '' mercy " occurs in the 
moral law, but its use there in no way sig
nifies that there is mercy in the execution 
of that law. Neither· could God make 
men good and save them by the moral law 
after sin· had once entered the world. It 
was therefore necessary that an atoning 
sacrifice be offered in behalf of man, and 
thus the gospel was' established, by which 
all who choose may be eternally saved. 
The gospel, thus necessitated, was commit
ted to the Church to be proclaimed and 
administered; but never to the State. In 
the hands of the Church, it is God's su
pernatural interposition for the salvation 
of individual sinners. The State having 
no gospel, nothing but law, anct'that only 
of human enactment, cannot, from the 
very nature of the case, be qualified to in
struct in matters of faith and conscience. 

J. 0. CORLISS. 

SoME of the provisions in the Sunday 
lawH of New York, are worthy of having 
emanated from the Sunday Union itself, 
instead of being, as they are, a survival 
of the blue"law code established by the 
Church and State union of Colonial days. 
The Ellicottville (N. Y.) News, makes this 
jocose suggestion: "Hunting on Sunday, 
subjects the offender to a fine of twenty
five dollars. One half of the tine goes to 
the prosecutor. Here is an opportunity 
for some one to make money without very 
much hard work." How long will it be 
before this will be adopted, together with 
the grab-bag and the church-lottery, as a 
legitimate means of assisting the church 
and Sunday-school treasuries? 

What We May Expect. 

THE Washington Baseball Club has 
been prevented from filling an engage
ment for a Sunday game at Atlantic Park, 
Washington, by the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia. 

District Commissioner Douglass thus 
states the law and the gospel of the case, 
as reported in the Washington Evening 
Star:-

" Commissioner Douglass in an inter
view with a Star reporter upon the sub
ject said: ' I thought it would shock the 
country to learn that such a thing as 
Sunday baseball was permitted at the 
national capital. If we had been unsuc
cessful in finding a law I should have 
done my utmost to manufacture one.' " 

"You found a law then?" queried the 
Star man. '' Yes, we did, the old common 
law of England held that the Christian · 
religion was part of the common law, and 
when the first settlers came to this colin
try they brought· the common law with 
them. · You know that it's against the 
Christian religion to play ball on Sunday, 
for on the face of it, it's a violation af the 
fourth commandment. That is the law 
we operated upon in this case." 

So the time has already come when the 
Commissioners, having in charge the ad
ministration of the local government of 
the national capital, search the statute 
books for an authority, however obscure, 
to uphold them in enforcing a religious 
requirement; and openly assert their 
readiness to manufacture a law to suit if 
none shall be found. 

So far as its applicability is concerned, 
that is just what they have done,- man
ufactured a law. Blackstone s;:tys, in Book 
IV, page 58 (Cooley's Blackstone): "These 
are offenses punishable at common law by 
fine and imprisonment, or other infamous 
corporal punishment; for Christianity is 
part of the laws of England." Commis
sioner Douglass is no more endowed with 
authority to decide what is a "violation 
of the fourth commandment," or with 
power to enforce such a decision, than is 
the chief executive of this Nation endowed 
with political perfection, because Black
stone says, in Book I. page 245 (Cooley's 
Blackstone), "The law also ascribes to 
the king, in his political capacity, absolute 
perfection. The king can do no wrong. 

The king, moreover, is n0t only 
incapable of doing wrong, but even of 
thinking wrong; he can never mean to do 
an improper thing: in him is no folly or 
weakness." One of these political dogmas 
is just as sound as the other, and if one 
may be applied as binding now and here, 
the other may be also, for the same 
reason. 

The Christian religion is a part of the 
law of the land; the President (and Com
missioner Douglass) "can do no wrong, 
neither think any wrong, in him is no 

· folly or weakness." This is the perfection 

which the Commissioner has arrogated to 
himself in assuming to decide that .to play 
ball on Sunday is a violation of the fourth 
commandment, and then, as he says, " to 
operate upon tr<tt law." 

The Commissioner decides that when 
Jehovah wrote, on Sinai, " the seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, 
in it thou shalt not do any work," etc., he 
intended to have written, ''the first day of 
the week, commonly called Sunday, is the 
rest day of a Christian nation, in it thou 
shalt not play baseball," etc.; and having 
so determined, the Commissioner by virtue 
of divine right of authority as the repre
sentative of the chief executive, who can 
do no wrong, constitutes himself the vice
gerent of God to enforce his law. This is 
the common law precedent upon which 
the Commissioner has seen fit to take 
summary action as a public official of the 
capital city of the United States. 

It is well to look through that chapter 
of Blackstone on '' Offenses against God 
and Religion," from which the Commis
sioner obtains his "law," that we may 
know what to expect in the future. (See 
Cooley's Blackstone, Book IV, pp. 41-64.) 
In this chapter Blackstone enters into the 
consideration of thos,e offenses "which 
are more immediately injurious to God 
and his holy religion." 

I. Of this species (of offenses) the first is that of apostasy, 
or a total renunciation of Christianity, by embracing either a 
false religion. or no religion at all. This offense can only take 
place in such as have once professed the true religion. . . . 

II. A second offense is that of he:reey, which consists, not in 
a total denial of Christianity, but of some of its essential 
doctrines, publicly and obstinately avowed. 

III. Another species of offenses against religion are those 
which affect the established church. And these are either 
positive or negative: positive, by reviling its ordinances; or 
negative, by non-conformity to its worship. 

IV. The fourth species of offenses, therefore, more immedi
ately against God and religion, is that of blasphemy against 
the Almighty, by denying his being or providence; or by con
tumelious reproaches of our Saviour Christ. Whither also may 
be referred all profane scoffing at the holy Scriptures, or ex
posing it to contempt and ridicule. These are offenses punish
able at common law by fine and imprisonment, or other 
infamous corporal punishment; for Christianity is part of the 
laws of England .... 

VI. A sixth species of offense against GDd and religion of 
which our ancient books are full, is a crime of which one 
knows not well what account to give. I mean the offense of 
witchcraft, conjuration, enchantment, or sorcery. . . . 

VII. A seventh species of offenders In this class are all 
religious· impostors; such as fa,lsely pretend an extraordinary 
commission from heaven; or terrify and abuse the people 
with false denunciations of judgments. These, as tending to 
subvert all religion, by bringing it into ridicule' and contempt, 
are punishable by the temporal courts with fine, imprisonment, 
and infamous corporal punishment. . . . 

IX. Profanation of the Lord's day, vulgarly (but improperly) 
called Sabbath-breaking, Is a ninth offense against God and 
religion, punished by the municipal law of England. . . . 
And therefore the laws of King Athelstan forbade all merchan
dizing on the Lord's day, under very severe penalties. And 
by the statute ftl Henry VI., chap. 5, no fair or market shall 
be held on the principal·festivals, Good Friday, or any Sunday 
(except the four Sundays in harvest), on pain of forfeiting the 
goods «xposed to sale, And since, by the statute 1 Car. I., 
chap l, no person shall assemble out of their own parishes for 
any sport whatsoever upon this day; nor in their parishes, 
shall use any bull or bear-bating, interludes, plays, or other 
unlawful exercise, or pastimes; on pain· that every offender 
shall pay 3s. 4d. to the poor. 

These are some of the provisions of 
Chapter IV. Book IV., Blackstone's Com
mentaries, from which the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia obtain their 
law for the ordering of the civil affairs of 
the capital of this free and enlightened 
country, just entering upon the last dec
ade of the nineteenth century, and after 
more than a hundred years of supposed 
separation of Church and State. 

. W.H.~ 
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statesmenship, but as for Senator Blair 
' we know that he is not a statesma:i1 at all . . . ' 

m any true sense of the word, where 
American principles are concerned. The 
legislation which he has originated, and 
the speeches which he has made in support 
of that legislation, show that he does not 

=====N=E=w=Y=o=R==K=, =J=UL=Y==1==7==, ==1==89==0==. ·====· understand the first principles of the 
United States Government; It is true 

N?TE.~Any o~e receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
havmg ordered 1t may know that .it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
abl~ rul_e, to S!Jnd out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by speCial arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the~_SE!'fTlNEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for 1t simply because they take it from the .post-office. 

THE Catholic Review remarks that 
" the theory that not a dollar should be
spent by Government for the spread of 
religion is a very good theory, but it does 
not work, never did, and never will." 
It is not strange that Roman Catholics 
should take such a view of this matter 

' but it is surprising that so many Protest-
ants should agree with them. 

JUNE 17, the Sheriff of Rock County 
served a writ of mandamus on the School 
Board of the city of Edgerton, Wisconsin, 
commanding it to compel teachers not to 
read the Bible in the public schools. This 
is the district from which the famous 
Bible case came, which was decided by the 
Supreme Court against allowing the Bible 
in the public schools. Teachers have thus 
far ignored the decision. . 

"I NOTICED a queer thing recently in 
Philadelphia," said a New York man tJ1e 
other day. "It was Sunday, and all the . 
street cars ran as usual except that there 
were no bells on the horses. They told 
me that was the law there. They have to 
wear bells week-days, so that people will 
notice them coming and get out of the 
way, but Sundays, apparently, it doesn't 
make any difference whether folks are 
run over or not. The proprieties are ob
served you see, but business isn't inter
fered with." 

THE Union Signal has grown enthusias
tic over Senator Blair, and finds vent in 
the following piece of sentimental sweet
ness:--

Senator Blair is one of :the wisest statesmen in 
Congress; the white-ribbon army, the home-folk·, 
the wage-earners, the militant Christians, are proud 
of his leadership. Though a recreant Senate voted 
down his Educational Bill by six majority, his plan 
of national aid against illiteracy is sure to win. 
More than any other senator of this generation he 
represents the hopes of the classes that need a 
champion. He has dared to take up the gauntlet 
for them; dared to devote himself to their interests 
and we humbly trust they may not only dare but 
have the power to do, that he may yet be President 
of the United States. Two pillars must be set up 
between which the processions oi the future shall 
march into America's temple of prosperity and 
peace. They are National Education and National 
Prohibition. When put in place these pillars of our 
moral Hercules will bear the name of Henry W. 
Blair. 

We know that the United States Senate 
is not composed of the highest model of 

that he is the champion of the classes who 
need that kind of a champion, and it is 
true that to people who need that kind of 
a champion, he is the very kind of a 
champion that they would like; but there 
are two things about it that are too bad. 
First, it is too bad that there should be 
anybody to need such a champion. Sec
ondly, even though there be such, it is 
too bad that they can find anybody in the 
United States to be their champion. . 

. THE Loyal American plaintively asks: 
" Shall we permit priests to deprive na
t~ve born Americans of a birthright, the 
nght to know the language of their na
tive land?" Certainly not; neither shall 
we suffer them to be deprived of the privi
lege of learning the language of their fa
thers if they wish to learn it. The fact is, 
however, that no priests wish to deprive 
"native born Americans," or anybody 
else, of learning the language of their na
tive land; indeed they are anxious for 
them to learn it, and to learn every thing 
else that will en~ble them to become legis
latoYB, etc., and so Yule the country. The 
Loy~l American need not fear that any 
considerable number of "native born 
Amerisans" will grow up in ignorance of 
the language and customs of the country. 

IN the article on the Bennett Law in 
THE SENTINEL of June 5, we said:-

The ·Lutherans maintain the perfect right of the 
public school to exist, and willingly pay their pro
portion of the public-school taxes. 

We have received letters from Nebraska 
and Wisconsin, stating that this is not true 
in the localities from which' these letters 
come. One of the letters coming from 
the County Judge of Jefferson County, 
Nebraska, says that to his knowledge the 
Lutherans pay the public school taxes 
unwillingly and only because they must 
do so. Another comes from a trust
worthy citizen of Liberty Bluffs, Wiscon
sin, in which he says the same thing and 
gives the following facts :- · 

When I settled in this part of Wisconsin, the 
German Lutherans were not in the majority, and 
w~ had eight or nine months school in the year, and 
fairly good teachers; but just as- soon as they got a 
majority of votes in our district, the time was cut 
down to five months in the year, all in the winter, 
no summer term; and teachers wages cut down as 
low as thirteen dollars to sixteen dollars per month. 
They voted down all propositions to repair school 
house, purchase maps, dictionary, etc. Finally 
when this did not break up the school altogether, 
they voted to have no school at all, and actually 
had no school for over a year; and if the State Su
pe~intendent h~ not interfered, this state of things 
might have continued. Many other districts that I 

know of have this same difficulty, more or less. 
wher~ the_.German Lutheran element predominates, 
especially m r:ural districts. 

We made our statements upon the au
thority of the statements of the synods of 
the West. , The official statements of the 
Lutheran bbdy must be taken as the prin
'ciples of the body; and alf:hough these 
facts no doubt exist in the localities 
named, it is clearly in violation of the 
principles announced by the body as such 
in the United ~tates. We are glad to 
know these facts. We do not indorse the 
acti~n in the slightegt degree, yet from the 
offimal statements of the Lutheran body 
in our ~osition we cannot hold that bod; 
responsible for the action of the Lutherans 
in these localities. These facts only show 
that the Lutherans in those localities have 
gone contrary to their principles· and 
whether in that place or any other' such 
action has ever been taken, we ear~estly 
hope that they may reform, and conform 
to the principles set forth as the principles 
of the Lutheran body. 

. We have no sympathy with any antago
msm to ~he public-school system. But, 
the practiCe of the Lutherans in the lo
calities named, even though it were more 
general, will not justify, to the least ex
tent, th~ State in invading private rights, 
and takmg charge of the private school 
and putting itself in the place of th~ 
parent, as the Bennett Law does. Clearlv 
the Lutherans named by these correspond
ents were, and are, in the wrong; and the 
State of Wisconsin, in the Bennett Law 
is also clearly in the wrong; and th~ 
wrong course of the Lutherans does not 
make right the wrong course of the State. 

REFERRING to the King case, the details 
of which are familiar to our readers, the 
Denison, Texas, Gazette says:-

The case has been taken to the Supreme Court 
of the United States by the National Religious Lib
erty Association, a society that admits no person to 
membershipwho does not belie vein Christianity, but 
holds that the functions of Church and State are 
entirely distinct. If the United States Supreme 
Court does not teach the Tennessee witch-burners a 
lesson, a majority of the American people will be 
disappointed. We have had entirely too much of 
the Sabbath inyasion of other men's homes. It 
feeds prejudice, embitters enmity, fractures friend
ship, wrongs individuals, and does no manner of 
good whatever. 

It is certa.in that this case is bound to 
attract a great deal of attention. It is 
being very extensively noticed by the press 
of the country. 
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]N a letter to the Rocky Mountain News, 
EHis Meredith says: "The. Rev. Wilbur 
F. Drafts prea,ched three ti~es on Sunday 
last, at various churches in our city, each 
discourse being on the observance of the 
Sabbath. This trio of sermons brings 
irresistibly to mind, the sayl.ng of the old 
Scotph bishop, Lauderdale: 'It's awfu' 
wonderfu' 'tae me, hoo some folk tak' it 
upo" thl;)irsel's tae explain things tae the 
Almighty.', . 

TirE relfgious education of the children 
of .. the State cannot be entrusted to the 
Sta,t:e. Why? Because the State has no 
religion,· ~rtd cannot have. Were the 
Sta,te to. get religion then we would have 
a State religion, and that would be un
American. If the State sho1;1ld join the 
Church then we would have a State 
Church, and that would not be republican. 
The State. is entirely secular and cannot 
teacih religion.-Rev. T. D. Peake. 

T:HE German Emperor is reported as 
having " frankly admitted that govern
ments ·cannot accomplish much unless 
orgli.nized Christianity comes. to their 
aid." In view of this conclusion he writes 
an autogrft.ph letter to the Pope inviting 
his co-operation in the adjustment of so
cialquestions in the present crisis in conti
nental labor agitation, etc. The corres
pondent wlw reports this declares, "There 
is no doubt that a great Rational move
ment is on foot, to give the Pope a leading 
part in an effort to deal with universal 
labor tmubles. His holiness recognizes 

NEW YORK, JULY 24, 1890. 

this as a great opportunity for the church 
to put itself at the head of the world
wide reform demanded by organized la
bor. He holds that the nation must adopt 
the principles of Christianity, and that the 
church is ·the only power competent to 
meet the issues involved in the social and 
industrial movement." How different is 
this from the "great national movement 
on foot" in this country ? The two are 
born of the same mother; in fact they 
are twins. 

Another Scheme to Establish a 
National Religion. 

MENTION has before been made of the 
introduction of a bill in the United States 
Senate, by Senator Edmunds, providing 
for the establishment of a national uni
versity. That such a bill had been intro
duced was all we knew about it particu
larly, until a few days ago, when by 
sending to the capitol we received a copy 
of it. Like many other of these things 
that are being carried on in Congress, 
when read by title it does not appear to 
many as a very bad thing; yet even 
though all that this bill intends, or all 
that it means, were suggested in the title, 
it would still be a very serious question 
whether a national university would be 
conducive to the best interests of educa
tion in the United States. It would be 
impossible to keep it free from political 
preferences and intrigue. But this is not 
the worst feature of the bill, nor is it the 
material one. 

The bill not only provides for the estab
lishment of a natiomi.l university; but it 
also provides for the establishment of the 
Christian religion in that university. The 
bill was introduced May 14, 1890, and is 
entitled, "A Bill to Establish the Uni
versity of the United States." Section 1 
says:-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, That there shall be, and hereby 
is, established, a corporation in the city of Wash
ington to be known as The University of the United 
States. 

NUMBER 29. 

Section 2 provides a Board of Regents 
that is to be composed of the President 
and the cabinet of the United States, with 
the Chief Justice, and also twelve citizens 
of the United States to be appointed by a 
concurrent resolution of the two houses; 
and when any vacancy occurs in the 
office of any regent thus appointed, it is 
to be filled likewise by the concurrent 

.resolution of the two houses. This pro-
vision for the appointment of the twelve 
citizens of the United States to this place 
will open the way for the practice of all 
the political wire-pulling, lobbying, and 
"influence" that pertain to the United 
States appointments generally. 

Section 3 provides that this university 
shall institute and carry on a course of 
education and research in all branches of 
learning and investigation that shall, in 
the opinion of the Board of Regents, from 
time to time, be most conducive to the 
advancement and to the increase and de
velopment of knowledge, and such as the 
usual course of education in schools, col
leges, and universities in the United States 
does not furnish the best meaT!S and facil
ities for doing. 

Section 7 appropriates a sum not exceed~ 
ing five hundred thousand dollars to pro
cure the necessary grounds, and to erect 
the necessary buildings. 

Section 8 provides five milliondollars of 
the public money as the principal of a 
perpetual fund from the interest of which, 
at four per cent., the necessary funds are 
to be taken to carry on the work of the 
university, and no more than the amount -
of such income shall be used, for the pur
poses mentioned in the bill. 

Section 9 provides that the Board of 
Regents may receive gifts and donations 
in aid of any of the objects proposed in 
the bill. In view of the numerous de
mands for help to farmers, mechanics, 
laboring men, and . almost every class, 
that are now being made upon the United 
States,- the prospect does not look very · 
brilliant that the regents of this university 
will be very speedily overwhelmed with 
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donations. Besides this, to find a person 
who is ready to give money to the United 
St~tes would be a thing about as new, 
un<ler; the sun, as is this idea ·that has 
sugg~sted it. 

AJL things mentioned, or required in 
all these sections, are of little importance, 
however, compared with the provisions of 
Section 10, which are as follows:-
Se~tiou fO. That no special sectarian belief or 

doctrine ~halt be taught or promoted in said Uni
versity, butcthis prohibition shall not be deemed to 
exclude the study and consideration of Christian 
theology. 

This section provides at once for the 
national .. establishment of the Christian 
religion. The passage of such a bill by 
Congress would be the recognition of 
Christianity as a proper belief and doc
trine, and as the only form of theology, 
belief, or doctrine, worthy of study and 
consideration, from a national point ·of 
view, which would be at once a national 
recognition of Christianity; and the na
tional recognition of Christianity,· and the 
teaching of it at national expense and by 
national authority, would be but the es
ta9l~shment of Christianity as a national 
religion. 

Theology is the science which teaches 
about God. But this declares that the. 
theology to be taught in this university 
shall be Christian theology. It is only 
the science of the Christians' God that 
shall be taught there. It is only the 
wisdom concerning the Christians' God 
that is to be studied and considered there. 
Therefore this section does as clearly and 
distinctly provide for the t;stablishment of 
Christianity, its beliefs, its doctrines, and 
its views of God as anything can do. It 
just as clearly and distinctly provides for 
the establishment of Christianity as the 
national religion, as it would be possible 
to do by an act of Congress. 

More than this, the passage of this sec
tion as it reads would be a distinct decla
ration by the national Legislature that 

·nothing · that is Christian is sectarian. 
"No special sectarian belief or doctrine 
shalf 'be taugl'!.t or promoted," but this is 
not. to exclude the teaching of '' Christ
ian theology." This is but a declaration 
that the Christian views concerning God, 
or · the beliefs in him, and the doctrines 
concerning him,/ are not sectarian. It 
will be seen at once that this plays directly 
into the hands of the National League 
for the Protection of American Institu
tions, as shown in last week's SENTI
NEL, which demands an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States for
bidding any State to give any public 
money to any institution under sectarian 
or ecclesiastical control, which amendment 
would lay upon the Supreme Court of the 
United States the necessity of deciding 
the 1question of what is sectarian, and then 
they intend to have the Supreme Court 
d~cide that Christianity and its theology 
are not sectarian. 

Section 1l declares that no person other
wise eligible under the act shall be ex
cluded from the privileges of the university 
on account of race, color, citizenship, or 
religious belief. But Section 12, in con~ 
nection with 'Section 10, is important. It_ 
says:-

Section 12. . That Congress shall have power at 
all times, according to its judgment for the public 
good, to amend or repeal this act, and it shall have 

. the power by any committee of either house of 
Congress appointed for that purpose, to visit and 
inquire into, and report upon all the operations of 
the corporation established by this act. 

This gives power to Congress at any 
time to inquire into and report upon the 
merit of the Christian theology that is 
studied or considered there. This will of 
necessity make Christian theology an is
sue in every Congressional election held 
under the Government. As Congress is 
here given the power to amend or repeal 
this act the way will be open for that in
fidelity which these "unsectarian Chris
tians " declare to be so dangerous, to 
secure sufficient influence in Congress to 
repeal, at the very least, that part of the 
act which appropriates the money of all 
the people to the study and consideration 
of the religious views of only a small 
part of the people. This would bring on 
at once a contest between that which 
passes for Christianity and what is held 
to be infidelity. 

Nor would this be all, nor yet would it 
be the worst thing that would come. It 
would at once become the special interest 
of Roman Catholicism on one .hand, and. 
of Protestanism on the other, not only to 
obtain the controlling power in Congress, 
but to obtain the presidency and the 
cabinet, so as to make certain which of 
these forms of '' Christian theology " 
should be taught in the university. Thus 
to say the very least there would be in 
every congressional election and in every 
presidential election a triangular political 
strife on the question of Christian theol
ogy. Nor would this strife be confined 
only to the congressional or presidential 
elections. These would be only. the occa
sion for a popular struggle throughout 
the whole Union, while between times the 
contest. of clubs and cliques, wire-pullers 
and schemers, ge!ferally, would go steadily 
on, so that the religio-political strife 
would never cease, and the scenes of con
fusion and turmoil and bitter contention 
into which the Nation would thus be 
plunged, have never yet been seen in this 
country, and can be conceived of only by 
those who have the most intimate knowl
edge of the history of the Papacy from the 
fourth to the tenth century. 

It may be said that even if such a bill 
as this were passed by Congress it:would 
at once be declared unconstitutional by 
the United States Supreme Court. But 
that is not by any means certain. That it 
ought to be declared unconstitutional is 
very certain, but that it would be, is an-

other question entirely. Besides this, 
Senator Edmunds,. the author of the bill 
is said to be one of the best, if not th~ 
best of constitutional lawyers, not only in 
the UnitedStates Senate, but in the whole 
country~ . True, it ·does not follow that 
tnis fact wquld necessarily have any in
fluence 'with the Supreme Court, yet, 
when a man with such .a rl;lputation as a 
constitutional lawyer, would deliberately 
frame and offer such a. bill, it might be 
that a sufficient number of the judges on 
the Supreme Bench would view the con
stitutionality of the act as Mr. Edmunds 
does. 

But whether the act would be declared 
by the Supreme Court to be unconstitu
tional or not, it is not the place of the 
A~erican people to let the matter go 
Wlthout a protest, and depend upon such 
an issue as that. That is too much of a 
risk to run. Now is the time for the peo
ple to make their voices heard; now is the 
time for every man who loves Christian
ity, or who regards the rights of men, or 
who desires civil peace rather than religio
political strife and commotion, or who 
wants to see Hberty perpetuated rather 
than a most wicked despotism established . . , 
-now IS the t1me for all such to make 
their voices heard in such a continual 
stream· of remonstrances pouring upon 
Congress as will check all such attempts 
as appears in this university bill. Nor 
should the matter stop with sending remon
strances to Congress; let public opinion 
be so a,roused and instructed that there 
shall be sent to Congress only such men 
as have regard for the rights of the pe·ople 
and respect for the United States Consti
tution. 

'l,his makes no fewer than four measures 
pending in Congress, any one of which 
tends directly to the establishment of a 
national religion. These are the Breckin
ridge Sunday Bill i:n the House of Repre
sentatives ; the Blair Sunday Bill in the 
Senate; the Blair Educational Amend
ment; and this University Bill, with the 
Blair Educational Bill as a feeder to both 
of the last two. Take all of these and , 
the National League for the Protection of 
American Institutions, with its deceptive 
scheme ; the N ::ttional Reform Associa
tion, with its ~vowed purpose ; the Amer
ican Sa'b:Uath Association, with all its 
crafty tricks ; and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union as a feeder to all these 
-it seems to us that it is time the Ameri
can people were opening thei~_, eyes. 

The University Bill was read twice as 
usual, and referred to a special committee 
composed of Senators Edmunds, Sherman, 
Ingalls, Blair, Dolph, Harris, Butler, 
Gibson, and Barbour. A. T. J. 

----~·~--------

. SERVIA has a law requiring all shopH 
and places of business to be closed not 
only on Sunday, but on all the holy clays 
of the church as well. · 
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The Edmunds University Bill. 

THE following is a true copy of the bill 
referred to in the foregoing article :-

51ST CONGRESS, 
1sT SESSION. s. 3822. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED 
. STATES. 

MAY 14, 1890. 

MR. EDMUNDS introduced the following 
bill, which was read twice, and referred 
to a select committee of ninl:l. 

.A.BILL 

To establish the University of the United 
States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of the United State~ of America in Con
gress assemlJled: That there shall 'be, and hereby is, 
established a corporation in the city of washington 
to be known. as the University of the United States. 

SECTION 2. That the corporation shall consist of 
and :be governed by a Board of Regents, composed 
of the President of the United States, the Secretary 
of·State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Sec
retary of War, the Attorney-General, the Secretary 
of the Navy, the. Postmaster-Gen~ral, the Secretary 
of· the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Chiei Justice of the United States, and twelve 
citizens of the United States, no two of whom shall 
be residents of the same State, who shall be ap 
pointed by a concurrent resolution of the two houses 
of Congress. Any vacancy occurring in the office of 
any regent appointed by the two houses of Congress 
shall be filled by a concurrent resolution of the two 
houses. The twelve citizens so appointed regents 
shall as soon as may be, after their appointment, 
l)e divided by the Board of Regents into three classes, 
of '£our each. The members of the first class shall 
hold office for three years, the members ·of the 
second ·class, so divided, shall hold office for six 
years, and the members of the third class, sodivided, 
>hall hold office for nine years; and when a new 

. appointment is needful for. the continuation of each 
of the classes, it shall be made for three years; and 
if a vacancy occur in any of the classes, it shall be 
filled by appointment for the remainder of the term 
only, in respect of which the vacancy exists. 

SEc. 3. That the said Board of Regents shall have 
a common seal and have perpetual succession, and 
be entitled to the rights and privileges of a public 
literary corporation. The University hereby estab
lished shall institute and carry on a course of educa
tion. and research in all branches of learning and 
investigation that shall, in the opinion of the Board 
of Regents, from time to time, be most conducive 
to the advancement and to the increase and devel
opment of knowledge, and such as the usual course 
of education in the schools, colleges, and universi-

. ties in the United States does not furnish the best 
~1eans and facilities for doing. To the ends aforemen- · 
tioned the said Board of Regents may establish ex~. 
ecutive offices, and appoint officers of said corpora
tion, and establish and support such professorships, 
fellowships, scholarships and courses of instruction, 
study and investigation, and research as shall to 
them seem meet; and to these ends they may, from 
time to time, make such rules~ regulations, ordi
nmices, and orders as to them shall seem meet, so 
that the same be consistent with the provisions of 
this act. 

SEC. 4. That the said Board of Regents shall hold 
their first meeting. at Washington, in the District of 
Columbia, 'on such day as the, President of .the 
U nlted States shall designate, on notice be given by 
him of the time and place of such meeting. 

SEc. 5. That the said Board of Regents shall in 

each year report to Congress a full and complete 
statement of its progress and operations, with an 
account of all moneys expended in the course of its 
operations. 

SEc. 6. That the said Board of Regents shall have, 
and are hereby granted, authority to obtain the nec
essary grounds and provide for the necessary build
ings and conveniences required for the purposes 
of this act, and to fix the compensation and allow
ance of all officers, professors, fellows, and scholars 
authorized by this act to be by them provided for, 
and to provide for all incidental expenses arising 
from the execution of this act; all of which ex
penses shall be reported to the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury and passed upon according 
to the usual course of accounts for the public 
service, but no such expense shall exceed the 
allowance in gross provided for in this act. 

SEc. 7. That the sum of not exceeding five hun
dred thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, for 
the expenses of the procurement of the necessary 
grounds and the erection of the necessary buildings 
contemplated in this act. 

SEC. 8. That the sum of five million dollars of 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
is hereby permanently set apart in the Treasury of 
the United States as the principal of a perpetual 
fund, the necessary part of the income of which, 
and no more than such income, may be annually 
used for the purposes in this act mentioned. The 
said suni so set apart shall bear interest at the rate 
of four per cent. per annum, out of which four 
per cent. per annum all the expenses of said Uni
versity, except the expenses provided for in the 
special appropriation for the grounds and buildings 
herein before mentioned, shall be paid. 

SEc. 9. That the said Board of Regents may re
ceive gifts and donations in aid of any of the 
objects in this act mentioned, and in such case they 
shall invest or otherwise deal with the same accord
ing to the will of the donor in each case. 

SEC. 10. That no special sectarian belief or doc
trine shall be taught or promoted in said University, 
but this prohibition shall not be deemed to exclude 
the study and consideration o:l; Christian theology. 

SEc. 11. That no person otherwise eligible accord
ing to the provisions of this act shall be excluded 
from the benefits thereof· on account of race, color, 
citizenship, or religious belief. 

SEC. 12. That Congress shall have power at all 
times, according to its judgment for the public 
good, to amend or repeal this act, and it shall have 
the power by any committee of either house of 
Congress appointed for that purpose, to visit and 
inquire into, and report upon all the operations of 
the corporation established by this act. 

Edmunds. 
Sherman. 
Ingalis. 
Blair. 

CoMMITTEE. 

Barbour. 

Harris. 
Dolph. 
Butler. 
Gibson. 

An Important Decision. 

JUDGE McSHERRY, of Frederick, Mary
land, has filed an opinion declaring that 
"baseball playing on Sunday by men who 
are under contract for the season at stated 
salaries, no one being admitted to witness 
the games except those who pay, can be 
construed as nothing else than work, and 
therefore comes within the purview of the 
prohibitory statute." Under this view, 
Sunday-baseball prosecutions will become 
a precedent for arrest and prosecution for 
the simplest work on Sunday, and a rigid 

· enforcement of the Sunday law will be 
gradually inaugurated. 

The Sunday Association .of Maryland 

has published its determination to break 
up Sunday ball playing in Maryland, and 
this opinion from Judge McSherry is one 
mesh in the net which they are weav
ing around the Sunday-baseball. players. 
Previous to the arrests upon which the 
above opinion was rendered, State At
torney Monroe wrote the sheriff' of Anne 
Arundel County, as follows: " It is in 
your power alone to have this matter 
[Sunday ball] settled, by arresting the 
players as soon as they have finished one 
inning, and by repeating the arrests as 
often as they repeat the violations. You 
must take the responsibility of a failure 
to bring the question to a settlem~nt as 
speedily as possible, and I think I have 
pointed out the only way in which it can 
be done." 

The Source of Civil Power. 

THAT civil government is ordained of 
God is plainly taught in the Scriptures of 
truth; but that this is so in the sense 
contended for • by National Reformers, 
namely, that governments are endowed 
with extraordinary rights and powers, 
rights and powE>rs which do not grow out 
of the very conditions under which gov
ernments exist, which do not primarily 
belong to the people, but which come di
directly and specially to the government 
from God, is sustained neither by the tes
timony of inspiration, nor by the nature of 
man and the conditions under which he 
exists. 

John Locke, the most profound moral 
philosopher of any age, shows plainly and 
incontrovertibly in his treatise on "Civil 
Government," that every power which 
justly belongs to the State belongs 'first of 
all to the individual, and comes to the 
State from the individual. "God," he 
says, ''having made man such a creature, 
that, in his own judgment, it was not 
good for him to be alone, put him under 
strong obligations of necessity, conveni
ence, and inclination to drive him into 
society." And it may properly be ob
served that in doing this, God ordained 
civil government as well as every other 
relation that grows out of the conditions 
under which man exists. 

" The first society.," says Mr. Locke, 
"was between man and wife, which gave 
beginning to that between parents and 
children; to which, in time, that between 
master and servant came to be added; 
and although all these might, and com
monly did meet together, and make up 
but one family, wherein the master or 
mistress of it had some sort of rule proper 
to a family; each of these, or ail together, 
came short of political society. 
Conjugal society is made by voluntary 
compact between man and woman. • _ . 
It draws with it mutual s11pport arid ,assist
ance, and a communion of interests too. 

But the husband and wife, though 
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they have but one concern, yet having 
different understandings, will unavoidably 
sometimes have different wills too; it there
fore being necessary that the last determi
nation, ·i. e. the rule, should be placed 
somewhere; it naturally falls to the man's 
share, a!l the abler and stronger. But 
this reaching but to the things of their 
common interest and property, leaves the 
wife in full and free posession of what by 
contract [or by nature] is her peculiar 
right, and gives the husband no more 
power over her life than she has over his." 
.Again, on this very point, Mr. Locke 
remarks, that the power of the husband 
over .the wife is so far from being absolute 
that she "has in many cases a liberty to 
separate from him; where natural right 
or their contract allows it." 

We do not understand by this that 
Mr. Locke denies that marriage is a 
divine institution, but that he asserts that 
it is entered into by agreement, and that 
the just powers of the husband are derived 
from the consent of the wife, which consent, 
together with compliance with whatever 
forms may be required by civil society, 
constitutes her his wife, and that the wife 
is under obligation to the husband only in 
that which natural right or their con
tract allows. The same he shows is true 
in civil society. He says: "Men being 
by nature all free, equal, and independent, 
no one can be put out of this estate and 
subjected to the political power of another 
without his own consent. The only way 
whereby any one divests- himself of his 
natural liberty, and puts on the bonds of 
civil society, is by agreeing with other 
men to join and unite into a community 
for their comfortable, safe, and peaceable 
living- one with another, in a secure 
enjoyment of their properties." But that 
men will and must do this is made certain 
by the very fact that they are created 
social beings with equal rights; it follows, 
therefore, that in creating them thus and 
assoc~ating them together, God ordained 
that they should thus organize, therefore 
"the powers that be," the civil powers, 
" are ordained of God." This view of the 
matter preserves the perfect harmony 
which exists between the teaching of "the 
Scriptures on one hand, and the nature of 
man and the facts of history on the other; 
while the National Reform theory arrays 
the Bible against facts as we know them 
to e:x:ist, and makes the Creator responsible 
for a great deal of very bad and tyrannical 
goVernment. c. P. B. 

Sunday-Law Tactics. 

Tim Oakland Morning Times, one of 
the best and cleanest dailies published in 
California, has this to say about the Sun
day-law contest in that State:-

At a recent ministers' meeting in San 
Diego, Rev. Dr. Thompson, a representa
tive of the American Sabbath Union in 
this State, outlined the proposed Sunday
law campaign this fall as follows : '' First, 
labor to secure recognition by one or both 
of the great political parties by Sunday
law planks in their platforms; and, sec
ond, in case of failure to effect the point 
in this way, work upon the individual 
candidates for the Legislature. Interview 
the candidate of one party, and, if possi
ble, procure his private pledge to support 
a Sunday_ law. Say, 'your party is not 
committed either way; you are at perfect 
liberty to do as you please; your position 
need not be known during the campaign. 
Just privately pledge yourself to us, and 
we will throw our weight in the balance 
in your favor.'" In this campaign, he 
added, the church people must be united 
and agree to vote for the candidates who 
would give this pledge. If one candidate 
would not give it then go to another. 

The State is under great obligation to 
Dr. Thompson for thus showing the hand 
of the Sunday-law tacticians. "Fore
warned is forearmed." Candidates of a 
character to secretly barter principles for 
votes must be avoided. Neither of the 
great parties, we may presume, will be 
induced to adopt a Sunday- law plank. 
The Democratic party has a record on 
this point to maintain, and it will doubt
less prove true to it. The Republican 
party has had an experience with Sunday
law planks which it will probably not be 
in a hurry_ to duplicate. So the second or 
secret plan of operations, with individual 
candidates, will be fallen back upon, 
without doubt. But let purchasable can
didates, if such there should be-and some 
such there are sure to be-remember that 
though their purchasers may contract to 
give them the solid church vote for a 
Sunday law, they never will be able. to 
'' deliver the goods." 

We have too high an opinion of many 
of our church people to believe for a 
moment that they will be a party to f).ny 
such underhanded· transactions, or allow · 
their suffrages to be bartered in this 
secret way. Some will; but, unless we 
are greatly mistaken, not the . majority, 

SoME one may ask me: "If not for 
the ;good of the childr€n, nor for the sake or even those who would be glad to have 
of religion, but for her own safety, should a Sunday law, if. it could be so obtained 
not tll.e State teach religion?" Men and squarely, and be so sustained by public 
women .of every possible shade of belief, opinion as to prove effective. But they 
a.p.d. ,<;~£ ever-y possible shade of non-belief very well know that if it be not so obtained 
down to 24ero of belief, m~;tke . the State, and supported it would be, if enacted, a 
and'support the State, therefore the State dead-letter law, and so, worse than none. 
can "haye no reii.gion nor can she support They observe the day religiously them
any. If the State has no religion then selves and would like to see others ob
how can she teach it ?-Rev. T. D. Peake. 

1 
Sflrve it religiously. At· the same time, 

they are sensible that it is as difficult to 
enforce devotion as to command affection. 

They have seen also the unjust and 
oppressive manner in which the observ
ance of Sunday is being enforced in other 
States, and they have too much of the 
Christian spirit, of doing to others as you 
would be done by, to desire to see similar 
wrongs made possible here. And more 
than all, they are of too open, frank, and 
honest a nature to be willing to give even 
a tacit consent to anything which savors of 
concealment and bribery. 

On the whole, then, we have little fear 
of the success of these secret Sunday-law 
tactics. We now predict their complete 
and ignominious failure. 

How It Looks From Australia. 

"THE Bible Echo, a religious paper pub
lished in Melbourne, Australia, has this 
to say· about the efforts now making to 
secure religious legislation in this country, 
and also of a similar movement in the 
Australian Colonies :-

The Constitution of the United States 
guarantees to all its citizens freedom in 
matters pertaining to the conscience; and 
declares that. Congress shall make no laws 
for the establishment of religion, or re
stricting the free exercise thereof. And 
in laying the foundation of the Govern
ment, by special effort all allusions to 
matters of religious belief were omitted. 
The law undertook only to control in 
matters which were purely civil and na
tiona], not in those which were ecclesias
tical or religious. 

But of late years there has been on the 
part of many religionists a feeling of dis
content at this state of things, and a 
movement has been inaugurated to obtain 
an amendment to the Constitution such 
as will permit the enactment of certain 
laws concerning Scriptural education, 
Sunday observance, etc. This movement 
is opposed by a large class of citizens, 
and the contest waxes warm. 
• A similar contest is probably before 
the people of these Colonies, as demands 
for stricter Sunday laws and for Script
ural education in the public schools are 
already being actively urged. We stand 
on the side of good law and order. We 
believe in the sanctity of the Sabbath day 
and in the importance of the religious 
training of children; but we are wholly 
opposed to the State becoming an agent 
for enforcing and prescribing either. 
Parents are responsible to God rather 
than to the law for the religious influences 
which a~e exerted over their children. 
The sacred duties which we owe to God 
should be taught by faithful fathers and 
mothers, rather than perhaps ungodly and 
infidel teachers in the humdrum mechan
ical method of the schoolroom, where 
they will soon become degraded and com
monplace. If perchance a parent does 
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not JVish tp hfl,ve his children brought 
uu"der s,uc],J. ip.s,truction, it :sh'ould not be 
forced upon him. Such a course cannot 
res1J.lt in a;ny good. 

So in all matters pertaining to religious 
oblig:a,tion, the law may compel a hypo
critical observance of its provision, but it 
cannot rernier. men pure and acceptable to 
God. The Lord has not delegated his 
work to Crosar. Let the Bible be upheld 
by our churches; let it be exemplified by 
Christians; let it be urged upon the con
sciences of men by its friend!'\; but let the 
law keep its hands "off from those duties 
.which per.tain to man's relation to God. 
Every man must form a character for 
morality and truth, and meet it in the 
Judgment. As he alone will be held to 
account, so he must be free .to act." 

A Parallel. 

".Wo:m: unto you scribes. and Pharisees, 
hyp~crites! because ye b11ild the tombs of 
the 'prophets, and garnish the sepulchres 
of the righteous, and say, If. we had been 
in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the 
blood of the prophets." These words, ut
tered so many centuries ago, have never 
lost their force. They are just as appli
cable in. our day, and there is the same 
spirit for them to rebuke nqw as was man
ifested then. It is very natural to see 
others' faults. It is so easy to say, "If we 
had only been in those days or in their 
place,. we would not have done as they . . 
did" 

· The scribes and Pharisees could look 
back on the acts of their impious fathers 
and' condemn their course for slaying the 
prophets and killing those that were sent 
unto them, while at the same time they 
were only .waiting for a good opportunity 
to stain. their hands with the blood of the 
Son of God. 

The same spirit was shown by the 
Romish Church, who, while she con
demned those wicked Jews. for crucifying 
the Lord, at the same thne crucified him 
millions of times in . the person of his 
saints, all through the long Dark Ages. 

We look with horror on the wholesale 
work of slaughter done by the Inquisition, 
while at the same time in our own Nation 
a large organization is fotmed, and its 
numbers are swelling every year, whose 
sole purpose is to do the very thing that 
wil1 cause to be re-enacted the same scenes 
in our country .as were enacted by Rome 
in her days of power. The adherents of 
this movement by styling themselves Na
tional Reformers virtually admit that they 
consider themselves as better than their 
fathers. They claim to be laboring for 
the good of the Nation; but like the Phar
isees of old they fail to see that they are 
only following the same course they are 
so fxee to t\londeinn in othera. . 

History repeats itself; because human 
nature is the same in all ages, and always 

will be, and we can avoid making the 
mistakes that others have made only by 
firmly adhering to principle and right. 
If we would honor those who established 
this Nation and those who have preserved 
it, let us remember that these noble, un
selfish men bought with their blood, bless
ings of liberty and peace that we have no 
right to recklessly throw away. 

Such a move as is set on foot by the 
National Reformers should stir up every 
true American to work to forever pre
serve the blessings of ''life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness." 

S. 0. LANE 

A Cardinal on Sunday Observance. 

ACCORDING to the Mail and Express 
of the 8th inst., "Cardinal Gibbons, in 
regard to the sacredness of the Sabbath, 
and the desecration of the day by base
ball and kindred sports, has this to say: " 

I think that Sunday should be first of all a day 
devoted to religious worship, and, second, to inno
cent and healthful recreation, as being the only day 
in which the great masses of the people have time 
to seek relaxation from their work. 

The danger is in the excess either way, and I 
entirely agree with Dr. Weld (pastor of the First 
Independent Christ's Church) in deprecating the 
closing Qf our art galleries, libraries, etc. absolutely, 
to the public, presupposing that a certain portion 
of the day is set apart for religious exercises. 

I think that any recreation that will contribute 
to the physical, mental, and moral benefit and en
joyment of the masses should be encouraged. I 
think that baseball is a game that is in conflict with 
the quiet decorum and tranquillity that should char
acterize the observance of the Lord's day, and is 
too· violent an exerCise to be conducive to such 
harmony. 

This much the Mail and Express quoted 
from the Cardinal, but neglected to inform 
its readers that he also said:-

Whatever may be the abuse arising from Sun
day baseball, 1 regard the baseball players and ob
servers of the game as far less responsible than 
those who utter from the pulpit on the Lord's day 
unjust and uncharitable statements about their 
neighbor. The Christian Sunday is not to be con
founded with the Jewish or even the Puritan 
Sabbath. 

This is a cut direct at the pet theories 
of the Mai~ and Express and the Ameri
can Sabbath Union. Their design is to 
enforce Sunday-keeping on the basis of 
the fourth commandment. This idea the 
Cardinal repudiates, maintaining .as all 
Catholics do that Sunday is an· institution 
of the Church. "The Church," he says, 
"desires us on that day to be cheerful· 
without dissipation, grave and religio11s 
without sadness and melancholy. She 
forbids; indeed, all unnecessary servile 
work on that day, but as the Sabbath was 
made for man and not man for the Sab
bath, she allows such work whenever 
charity or necessity may demand it. As 
it is a day consecrated not only to religion 
lint. to relaxation of mind and body, she 
permits us to spend a portion of it in 
innocent recreation." The Mail and Ex
press is less tolerant than the CardinaJ, 

and the church which he represents, and 
would invoke the strong arm of the .civil 
Jaw to restrain the people from even those 
amusements that the Roman Catholie 
Church, which, according to her own rep
resentation, is the mother of the Sunday 
institution, freely permits. 

The Mail and Express, and the associa
tion of which its proprietor is president, are 
largely, if not wholly, responsible for the 
continued Sunday closing of the Metropoli
tan Art Gallery, and theM useum of Natural 
History, in this city, by which thousands 
of poor people are deprived of the privilege 
of ever looking upon the beautiful and 
instructive things which they contain, 
and which are supposed to be for the 
benefit o'f the public, not simply for the 
gratification of those who are able to take 
a day off occasionally to look at them. 
The Cardinal, the Mail and Express, and 
the American Sabbath Union are, how
ever, all agreed that if it is competent for 
the State to require Sunday observance, 
and this is, after all, the all-imp9rtant 
point; those who agree on this are not 
likely to disagree very widely m regard 
to detail. c. P. B. 

Sentiment and -Character. 

IT is often said that laws, to b.e effective, 
must be backed up by public sentiment. 
This is true only where such sentiment is 
the genuine reflection of solidly bu}lt 
character. Character excels sentiment as 
far as light excels darkness. Sentiment 
is as capricious as the winds; rightly built 
character is as fixed as the hills. It is 
easy enough to create sentiment; it is a 
task to build up character. Sentiment" 
can be created in a day; it requires time 
and careful training to build up character. 
Therefore 1t is only when sentiment is the 
genuine reflection of rightly built char
acter, that it is worth anything in support 
of law or anything else.· When sentiment 
predominates over character, and so runs 
to sentimentalism, it will support any
thing that is popular or fashionable, and 
is therefore worthless, if not worse than 
worthless. For instance, when in his old 
age Louis XIV. became religious, it was 
his will likewise that all others should be 
reiigious. He therefore required all about 
him to observe the duties enjoined by the 
church. Those who showed themselves 
conspicuously pious were rewarded "with 
blue ribands, invitations to Marli, govern
ments, pensions, and regiments." The 
result is thus described:-

Forthwith Versailles became, in everything but 
dress, a convent. The pulpits. and confessionals 
were surrounded by swords and embroidery. The 
marshals of France were much in prayer; and there 
was hardly one among the dukes and peel's who 
did not carry good little books in his ·pocket, fast 
during Lent, and communicate at Easter.' Madame 
de Maintemm, who h.ad .a great share itt the bleJ3sed 
work, boasted that devotion had become. quj.te the 
fashion. 

That was sentiment; but there was no 
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properly formed character to support it. 
The character that lay behind the senti
ment was shameful; and character, what
ever it be, will assert itself in the· long 
run. That influence which. formed the 
sentiment was no sooner broken than the 
whole "blessed work" was more than un
done. The sequel ~s thus told:-

A· fashion indeed it was ; and like a fashion it 
passed away. No sooner had the old. king been 
carried to St. Denis, than the whole court unmasked. 
Evecy man hastened to indemnify himself, by the 
excess of licentiousness and impudence, for years of 
mortification. The same persons who, a few months 
before, with meek voices and demure looks, had 
consulted divines about the state of their souls, 
now surrounded the midnight tables where, amidst 
the bounding of champagne corks, a drunken prince, 
enthroned between Dubois and Madame Parabere, 
hiccoughed out atheistical arguments and obscene 
jest. The early part of the reigri of Louis XIV. 
had been a time of license; but the most dissolute 
men of that generation would have blushed at the 
orgies of the Regency. 

The Puritan Parliament tried the same 
thing· in England, and with the · same 
result. It was resolved "that no ·person 
shall be employed but such as the House 
shall be satisfied of his real godliness." 
"And the consequence was that a crowd 
of impostors, in every walk of life, began 
to mimic and to caricature what were 
then regarded as the outward signs of. 
sanctity. . • . The Restoration crushed 
for a time the Puritan party, and placed 
supreme power in the hands of a libertine. 
The political counter-revolution assisted 
the moral counter-revolution, and was in 
turn assisted by it. A period of wild and 
desperate dissoluteness followed. Even 
in remote manor houses and hamlets the 
change was in· some degree felt; but in 

·London the outbreak of debauchery was 
appalling." 

These examples teach the important 
truth that, law without character to 
sustain it is of no value. And with this 
belongs the other equally important truth 
that the only legitimate and proper work 
of the Church is not the making of laws, 
but the building up of sound and sym
metrical character. 

Let the churches of the United States 
learn this lesson and practice it, and they 
will do far better than they can do by all 
the efforts that they can ever make to 
secure the enactment of Sunday laws or 
any other. A. T. J. 

National Reform In Brazil. 

THE ·Roman Catholic bishops have is
sued a letter to their clergy and faithful, 
which they have distributed· throughout 
the republic. It contains eighty-six large 
octavo pages, and is diVided into three 
.parts, as follows::- · 

·1. What is our opinion in regard to the separa
tion of Church and State, which has been decreed 
by the provisional government 1 

2. What·is o~ opinion in regard to the freedom 
of worship given to the sects ? 

3. What is our duty in regard to the new situa-
tion .of the church in Brazil ? • 

In the introduction to their letter, the 
bishc;>ps say:-

What will become of you, dear people of Brazil, 
if you should also be deprived of your faith, and be 
left without God; with9u1> God in the family, with
out God in the schoolhouse, without God in the 
government and. public offices, without God in the 
last moments of life and in death, yea, even in the 
grave without God? 

We want individuals, families, and society to keep 
faithfully the Decalogue, which observance, as 
Le Pluy says, is the secret of the stability and well
being of families, of the· regeneration of races, of 
the honor and splendor of great, prosperous nations. 

This has the genuine National Reform 
ring. The idea is that unless the govern
ment fosters religion the people are, to 
some extent, deprived of it; the nation is 
godless, the schools are godless, and the 
people are without God even in death! 
This is simply saying that every man's 
personal relation of faith and obedience 
to God is dependent upon the action of 
the government under which he happens 
to live; if tLe government is Christian 
the citizen may be Christian; if the gov
ernment is pagan the citizen must also be 
pagan! It is an appeal to prejudice instead 
of reason. All can see how absurd such 
an idea is when ·advocated by Romanists 
in· Brazil; but it is not one whit more 
absurd than is the same idea among Prot
estants in this country. 

Sunday Saloons. 

WE have noticed from t1me to time the 
opposition on the part of Roman Catholic 
ecclesiastics to Sunday dram-selling, and 
the Catholic Home is quoted as follows:-

There is not a parish in Chicago where tlie Sun
day saloon has not been the ruin of hundred$ of the 
most promising and the brightest boys that made 
their first communion in the parish church. There is 
not a parish priest in this city but can furnish a long 
catalogue of young men and married men whose 
loss of character, of self-respect, of faith and virtue, 
whose downfall and probable damnation can be 
laid at the door of the open Sunday saloon. Is there 
any Catholic father or mother who mourns the per
version of a son, any Catholic wife whose husband 
abandons his. home for the Sunday saloon, but 
would rejoice to see these places of temptation 
closed ? Who are they who clamor for the open 
Sunday saloon ? Hard drinkers, illebriates, deb
auchees, and those who minister to their vices, 
and grow rich on the misery of wrecked lives. 

We very much fear that the only way 
to make a. final riddance of the · Sunday 
saloon is to clear out the Monday saloon, 
the Tuesday saloon, the Wednesday sa
loon, and all other saloons. A rattlesnake 
which is allowed to bite six days in the 
week, will need considerable watching to 
keep him quiet on the seventh day. ·The 
great Catholic Congress in Baltimore has 
decided to favor the licensing ojthe saloon. 
The particular form of license which they 
favor is "high license," but it is license 
all the same, and sets the seal of t:qe 
State's permission upon the business by 
making drunkards, and provides every 
drunkard with all the strong drink he can 
pay for. 

So long as the sal<?on runs six days in a 
week, men will love· strong drink, and 
when· they have drank for six days it will 
be hard to choke them off on the seventh. 
It might be a mercy to muzzle a mad dog 
one day in a week, but it would be far 
wiser to cut off th~t dog's tail just behind 
his ears.~The Seifeguard. · 

THE following paragraphs are from an 
editorial article in the Denver Daily News 
of June 17:-

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts, who in behalf 
of the American Sabbath Union has been 
canvassing the country in support of the 
Blair Sunday Law now pending in Con
gress, spoke to three Denver audiences 
last Sunday, and his position was well 
summarized in yesterday's News. Dr. 
Crafts has studied his subject closely and 
has become an adept in presenting it in 
plausible garb. Conscious of the incon
gruity of attempting religious legislation 
in this stage of United States history, he 
has earned diplomatic honors for the clev
erness with which he maintains the propo
sition that his idea of Sunday rest, en
forced by law, would not be religious leg
islation. 

The difficulty arises when we come to 
define rest and specify what may, and what 
may not be done. It would be interesting to 
catechise Dr. Crafts on that subject in the 
presence of one of his large audiences. 
When he approaches it he has a habit of 
generalizing, ?>nd if he becomes specific he 
hastens his gait and touches points lightly. 
It needs no analysis, however, to see the 
drift of the legislation he advocates. He 
would have the civil power enforce a re
ligious conception of Sunday observance, 
save that he would forego compulsory at
tendance at church. He would ostracize 
Sunday amusements, no matter how in
nocent; and entertainments, no matter 
how instructive. He would interdict the 
masses of city .population from going to 
any suburban resort on the only day of 
the seven when it is in their power to 
breathe country air. Just where he would 
draw th~ lipe who can tell? 

Dr. Crafts refers to the Sunday legis
lation on the statutes of many of the States 
as proof that public opinion would sus
tain the legislation he wants. It is true 
that many laws are in existence which do 
not accord with the grand conception of 
religious liberty that was entertained by 
the founders of our Government, and that 
was given expression in the national Con
stitution for Federal gu,idance. But Mr. 
Crafts might have added that in most 
cases such laws have no force, no atten
tion being paid to them; which is a truer 
indication or popular sentiment. 

Religious freedom to the churches and 
church people consists in the right to be 
protected from annoyance, and to others 
in the right to enjoy Sunday rest accord
ing to their own judgment. 
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THE Orleans (N. Y.) Herald remarks 
that those "who want religion in the pub
lic schools seem to be more anxious to 
introduce their own theology than to in
troduce good morals." 

IF governments derive their powers not 
from the people but from God, as the 
National Reformers assert, how comes it 
that the people can and do reform govern
ments ? How is it that they 'can and do 
take from governments powers which they 
formerly had? 

REv. G. L. MoRRILL, of Calvary Church, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, preached a ser
mon not long since, criticising the decis
ion of the Wisconsin Court on the Bible 
in the schools, in which he said:-

Has a Scripture-loving and living conscience no 
right to be respected, especially when it is in the 
majority? Shall the right of way be given a few 
atheistic and ignorant brigands, and denied the 
many who regard the Bible as the basis of civil 
freedom, virtue, and intelligence? Is this the fif
teenth, or nineteenth century ? Do we live in 
America, or Russia ? 

Admitting the argument in the first two 
questions, then the accent of surprise m 
the last two is very appropriate. 

THE Clvristian Guide, a neat eight-page 
paper, published in Boston, by Rev. J. B. 
Daly, a converted priest, comes to us ask
ing an exchange. We like the tone of the 
paper and welcome it to our table. In an 
article on " Church and State" the Guide 
says that " Bishop Doane, in an article 
on the school question, remarks that 'sep
arate schools for Protestants and Roman
ists are allowed in England and Holland.' 
Well, that is a very good reason why we 
do not want separate schools in the United 
States. Separate schools would necessarily 
be religious; and the U nit8d States could 
not support such schools, for the most 
prominent feature of our Governnent is 
the separation of Church and State. Once 
let this Government support such schools, 
and we would then unite Church and 
State. That we cannot do and never shall 
Jo, to please the Church of Rome, or any 
other.church." 

The Guide wel.l says, " or any other 
church," for the danger is quite as great 
from misguided Protestants as from Ro
~nanists. The demand for unsectarian 

religious instruction in the public schools 
is nothing more nor less than a demand 
for . Protestant instruction; and the State 
has no more right to· teach Protestanism 
than it has Romanjsm. 

WRITING of the South, the edHor of the 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Call, says: 

Church attendance is good and hotel· bars and 
salomis have· few or no back doors, so it is said. 
South of and including Richmond, you can obtain 
a Sunday paper, Sunday morning, but a Monday 
paper is not printed at all. The Whig and Dispatch 
are both morning papers, and print on Sunday 
morning. Calling there one day to look over the 
Springfield Republican, we asked the editor of the 
Dispatch in reference to not issuing a Monday 
paper. He at once replied that they rested on the 
Sabbath, and had conscientious scruples all through 
the South against Monday papers, because it com
pelled Sunday labor; while Sunday papers were 
made on Saturday. 

In the North, Sunday papers are objected 
to principally because they are supposed 
to keep people away from church, though 
the more cautious keep this reason as 
much in the background as possible and 
are eloquent in their pleas for a rest day 
for the newsboys. They have nothing, 
however, to say against the Monday paper 
which is prepared almost wholly on Sun
day. 

------·----
THE Reformed Presbyterian Synod has 

transmitted to Congress· a memorial pro
testing against Sunday work on the Worlds 
Fair, and asking that the gates be closed 
on Sundays. The Synod seems to be very 
much at sea. The fair is not to be at 
Washington. Is it to be on the high 
seas? Or is it a travel1ng show subject to 
inter-state commerce regulations ? It has 
been supposed, for some time, that the 
site had been fixed at Chicago, but evi
dently the Presbyterian Synod had not 
heard of it, for they are too intelligent 
men to ask Congress to interfere with the 
municipal government of the city of Chi
cago, and dictate the local management 
of any fair, whether it be County, State, 
or Worlds fair, held within its jurisdic
tion. Of course the Government can close 
its own exhibit on Sunday but there its 
jurisdiction ends. 

LET none suppose for a moment that 
our opposition to what its friends are 
pleased to call '' religion and the State," 
springs from opposition to Christianity. 
We have a most profound regard for the 
Christian religion, and are doing all in 
our power for its promotion. And it is our 
regard for Christianity that leads us to 
oppose anything which either directly or 
indirectly tends to unite Church and 
State; because such unions instead of 
promoting pure religion have always and 

. everywhere corrupted it; and instead of 
attracting people to the Church from a 
desire to lead blameless lives, and to attain 
to eternal life at last, have either driven 
them further from the Church, or else 

have attrac.ted th(,:)rii to it for temporal ad
vantage rather than·for spiritual up build
ing and moral sanctification. 

GoD having made every jndiviuual di
. rectly responsible to him for his attitude 
toward his Creator, and for his spiritual 
condition and character, and as there is 
no possible way. in which the State can 
assume this responsibility, it follows· that 
every individuq,l must be left absolutely 
free in all things pertaining to man's duty 
toward God. . This freedom is destroyed, 
or at least abridged, by even slight State 
interference in religious matters; therefore 
we oppose State recognition of any relig
ion further than is absolutely necessary 
to protect all alike in the observance of 
religious services, and in the practice of 
religion. 

ARCHBISHOP IRELAND, in his address 
before the National Educational Associa
tion at St. Paul, declared that, though he 
is a Catholic prelate, he would rather have 
Protestantism taught in the public schools 
than to have no religion taught there. 

The utterance indicates a very liberal 
mind, but it is founded, as too much of 
the discussion of this subject is, upon J1 

total misapprehension of the question. 
It is not a question of Protestantism or 
Catholicism. It is not in this country 
evim a question whether or not the chil
dren would be the better for religious in
struction. It is simply a question of the 
functions of the State and the rights of 
men. 

Ours is a. purely secular State, in 
which men of all religions and men of 
no religion are. upon an exactly equal 
footing before the law. It has nothing 
whatever to do with creeds or with relig
ion, except to protect all citizens alike in 
their perfect religious liberty. The public 
schools are maintained by the secular 
State for the secular education of the chil
dren; their religious education is a matter 
with which the State has no right to con
cern itself. That is a matter for parents 
and pastors. 

The State has no more right to teach a 
religion which is held by the great major
ity of the people, than to teach one held by 
only one of all its citizens. It has no right 
to interfere with religion at alL-The_, 
World. 
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THE Order of United American Me
cha;nics·is petitioning Congr,ess largely, for 
"an amendment to the Constitution, which 
shall prevent the States from enacting 
laws for the establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exe1mise thereof." 
This. is an evidence that the practical peo
ple of the United States are waking up to 
the dangers and exigencies of the times. 

THERE are at present, four bills before 
Congress, having in view the closing of 
salO:ons 011 Sunday in the District of Co
lumbia. One has passed the Senate and 
gone to the House, two have been intro
duced in the House, and still another has 
just been introduced in the Senate. The 
entire Sunday movement seems, at this 
time, to be concentrated upon the closing 
of the saloon on Sunday, totally regard
less of the mantle of legal charity which 
it thus throws over the liquor traffic for 
the remaining six days of the week. 

-----+ 

THE Loyal American says that,"" THE 
AMERICAN SENTINEL questions the right 
of the State to prescribe what language 
shall be taught in the. State schools," 
and asks us to explain why. The Loyal 
American ought to read THE SENTINEL 
more carefully. THE SENTINEL never did, 
awl never will, question the right of the 
State to prescribe what langua~e shall be 
taught in the State school. All that THE 
SENTINEL has done in this line is to ques
tion the right of the State to prescribe 
what language or any thing else shall be 
taught in church schools. For any church 
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to undertake to prescribe what should be 
taught in State scho.ols, everybody knows 
would be a union of Church and State; 
and :for any State to 1mdertake to pre
scribe what shall be taught in any church 
school is_ a union of State and Church. 
And the difference between the evils of a 
union of State and Church and a union 
of Church and State is too slight to be 
defined. Therefore, THE AMERICAN SEN
TINEL protests just as much against a 
union of State and Church as anybody 
else does against a union of Church and 
State, and we wish the ~oyal American 
would do so too. 

VVhat Is Treason? 

WHEN it is s~;~.id that the State has no 
right to interfere with the private school, 
or to dictate wh~t shall or shall not be 
taught there, ce:rtai:p. persons who make a 
boast of their Americanism and wear it for 
a padge, exclaim, and by the exclamation 
betray their igno:ra11ce of American prin
ciples, "Suppose tlw private school should 
teach treason ! " It would be well, and it 
is strictly in order, for such persons to 
learn that there is no such thing in this 
oouJ;ttry as teaching treason. Treason can
not be taught here. American principles 
know no such thing as the teaching of 
treason. 

The United States Constitution says:
Treason against the United States shall consist 

only in levying war ag;tipet them, or in adhering to 
their enemies, giving theJl1 aid and comfort. 

No p@rson shall be convicted of treason unless on 
the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt 
act, or on confession in open court. 

This same provision is in the Constitu
tion of all the States. The words " adher
ing to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort" plainly mean adhering to those 
who are levying war, or who are engaged 
in it. As treason therefore consists "only 
in levying war," or adher1ng to those who 
are doing so, it is plain that treason cannot 
be taught>· it can only be acted, and that 
in the waging of actual war. 

This is confirmed by other points, one 

NUMBER 30. 

of which is the declaration that Congress 
shall make no law abridging the freedom 
of speech or of the press. So far as the 
Government is concerned, :freedom of 
speech and the press is absolute. The 
theory of this Government is that think
ing, discussion, and teaching, shall be 
absolutely free, that there shall be no 
restriction upon ideas, even though an 
idea should gain the assent of a majority 
of the people to the extent of changing 
the form of government itself. This is 
the doctrine of the Declaration of Inde
pendence, which says:-

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 1·ights, that 
among these are life, liberty, and the punmit of 
happineBs. That to secure these rights governments 
are institu~ed among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed; that 
whenever any form of government becomes de
structive of these ends, it is the right of the people 
to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new govern
ment, laying its foundation on such principles, and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to secure their safety and hap
piness. 

From this it is plain that if the idea of 
a monarchical instead of a republican 
form of government were conceived by a 
single man to be the better form of gov
ernment, he has the right freely to publish 
and to speak, and to teach that idea; and 
if by such means he can cause that idea to 
grow until it absorbs the majority of the 
people, they might actually change the 
form of government without committing 
treason. Governments deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, 
it is one of the rights of the people to 
establish such form of government as suits 
them best; and if a sufficiently large ma
jority of people could be gained to change 
the form of government by ballot or by 
any other peaceable means, there would 
be in it no treason. Upon American prin
ciples, ideas are free, and it is expected 
that whatever idea prevails, that is the 
idea that the people want to see prevail. 

In all this there is no shadow of a sug
gestion or an admission that the teaching 
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in the private schools would be treason, 
even if treason could be taught. It is 
sifuply to ca,ll the attention of our boast
ful "Americans" to the: fact that when 
they exclaim against the danger of some
body's ''teaching treason" in this country, 
they are testifying against themselves that 
they have not yet gotten rid of the princi
ples of despotism in· government; and that 
if they intend to be Americans indeed, 
they need to know what American princi
ples are, and to speak accordingly. 

A. T. J. 

Is It Blindness? 

THE Presbyterian Synod of New York 
sent up to the General Assembly as an 
overture, its views on the subject of relig
ion and public education, upon which the 
Committee on Bills and Overtures made 
the following report, which was unani
mously adopted :-

A paper reciting the recent decision of the 
Supreme Court of the State of Wisconsin, affirming 
the Bible to be a sectarian book, and its use in the 
public schools to be unconstitutional, and asking for 
a deliverance of the General Assembly, having been 
received, your committee recommends that this As
sembly rooffirm the action of the Assembly of 1870. 
fSee Digest, pages 278-80.] This action declares 
an unalterable devotion to the publh;: school system 
as an agency next to the Church of God in laying 
a foundation of intelligence, virtue, and freedom in 
the United States. Regarding the Bible as the 
Magna Charta of our best moral and religious in
fluences, we would consider its expulsion from our 
public schools as a deplorable and suicidal act, and do 
hereby urge upon our members to co-operate with 
Christian people in maintaining the place of this 
Book of God as an edttcating force among the youth 
of our land. The committee, therefore, moves the 
adoption of the following resolutions by the As
sembly. 

WHERBAS, A recent decision of the Supreme Court 
of one of our States has affirmed the Bible to be a 
sectarian book and its use in the public schools to be 
unconstitutional ; and 

WHEREAS, We see in this decision no mere local 
matter, such as affects 5imply the people of that 
State, but the cuhnination of an effort being made 
with relentless pertinacity by a foreign hierarchy 
1x> overthrow the sylltem of public schools thro1;lgh-
out the latid; therefore · 

Resolved, That we affirm the importance of our 
public schools to the welfare- of our people; that 
with intellectual cultivation must go mG~ral training, 
or the schools may prove a curse rather than a 
blessing;· but this moral training must be based on 
religion, otherwise its sanction will not be strong 
enough to grasp the conscience of the people, or its 
utteranees obligatory enough to shape their charac
ter ; that as the Bible is the source of the highest 
moral teaching, we regard its exclusion from our 
public schools as a menace to national welfare, and 
we urge the members of our church to so arouse 
public thought on this subject, from the pulpit, the 
press; and ecclesiastical assemblages, that this Book 
shall be restored to its true place in our system of 
educ-ation. 

As the same General Assembly indorsed 
the movement for the revision of the Oon
fQssion of their faith, it. will be in order 
now for them to revise that part of the 
Confession which denies the right of the 
State to have anything to do with admin
istering the word of God. Yet it is prob
able that instead of doing so they will 

keep it .there just as it is, and still go on 
boasting loudly of the Presbyterian doc
trines, of the separation between _Church 
and State, of religious liberty, and the 
rights of conscience. 

, Consistency, although it may be in the 
wrong, is better than the absurd self
contradiction, in which the Presbyterian 
General Assembly, and theNewYorkCon
ference of Methodist Episcopal Chmches 
have involved themselves on this question. 
If they would argue at once for a union 
of Church and. State they might be con
sidered honest, at least, oven though they 
were wrong; but when in one sentence 
they declare strongly for an absolute sep
aration of Church and State, and then in 
the very next sentence declare just ali\ 
strongly for the teaching of the Christian 
religiqn by the State, it .is hard to under
stand how they can be honest, without 
charging them with being ignorant, 
whether they be right or wrong. 

A. T. J. 

Is It Civil? 

THE latest utterance of the chief worker 
in behalf of Sunday legislation is the fol
lowing:-

Laws setting apart a weekly "independence day" 
are no more inconsistent with liberty and much 
more essential to it, than the law of the annual 
Independence-day. 

The man who expects that people are 
going to accept such a feeble comparison 
as that as sound argument for Sunday 
legislation, pays a poor compliment to their 
intelligence. There is no more likeness 
between the Sunday observance thap is 
contemplated by the proposed laws ~nd 
the observance of the Fourth of July, 
than there is be-tween a Presbyterian 
synod and a college baseball nine. When 
such a plea as .that is made for Sunday 
laws, all you have to do is to ask if under 
the proposed Sunday laws it i8 designed 
to give people the same freedom of· action 
that they have on the Fourth of July. 
Are we to believe that all the so-called 
American Sabbath Union is working for 
is for a law granting the people full lib
erty to take "a day off" every Sunday, 
to go on a picnic, let off- fire-crackers, 
lounge around, and do as they please 
generally? Some less gauzy plea will have 
to be invented.- Signs of the Times. 

-----------------A Fallacy. 

ONE of the latest attempts to show that 
there exists a purely civil basis for Sunday 
laws, and that so far as Sunday laws exist 
in this country, they exist upon a civil 
basis, is an article in the May New En
glander, by Dr. William Atterbury of 
this city. On this point, Dr. Atterbury 
sayiil:-

The disti~ction was m:tde between the Sabbath 
as an institution of religion, and the observance of 
Sunday as a civil institution. This distinction has 
been carefully preserved by legislatures and courts. 
Sunday laws are now upon the statute books_ of 

every State but California. In general, these laws 
forbid common labor and traffic, except in cases of 
necessity or mercy; public or noisy ·amusements, 
3Jld whatever is likely to disturb the quiet and 
order of-,the day. They make Sunday a non-legal 
day; co11rts may not sit,- nor legal processes be 
serve9.. except in specified cases. It will be seen 
that they do not enfotce' or prohibit.any observance 
of religion._' cThey leave each man free to do or to 
omit doing on Sunday what he chooses, within 
restr!ctio.ns :Which a~e. deemed. necessary to the pub
lic peace, order, and general welfare. There is no 
interference with the liberty of conscience. Neither 
the religious nor the irreligious character of the 
acts forbidden is assumed. 

Let us examine this matter a little and 
see how '' carefully" legislatures and 
courts have preserved this "distinction." 
In the case of Bramhall vs. Van Campen, 
( 8 Minnesota Reports, 13), Judge Flandrau, 
of the Supreme Court of Minnesota, gave 
the opinion that "the Sabbath laws of 
that State can have no other object than 
the enforcement of the fourth of God's 
commandments." In the Supreme Court 
of Texas, Judge Caldwell held that "the 
object of the Legislature was to forbid all 
secular employments on the Sabbath, not 
excepted in the act. The disregard of the 
Sabbath, the refusal to recognize it as a 
day sanctified to holy purposes, consti
tutes the offense." (Elsner vs. the State, 
30 Texas Reports, 524.) In deciding one 
of these Sunday cases the Supreme Court 
of Alabama also said: "We do not think 
the design of the Legislature in the pas
sage of the act can be doubted. It was 
evidently to promote morality and ad
vance the interests of religion, by pro
hibiting all persons from engaging in 
their commqn and ordinary vocations." 
(O'Donnel vs. Sweeney, 5 Alabama Re
ports, 467. See arlso Wright vs. Geer, 1 
Root, 474; Fox vs. Able, 2 Connecticut 
Reports, 548; George vs . . George, 47 New 
Hampshire Reports, 27.) 

It is scarcely necessary to add anything 
to this testimony of the courts of theRe 
States; the Judges who delivered these 
opinions probably knew more about the 
intent of the law-makE!rS than does Dr. 
Atterbury. It would seem, however, that 
it ought not to require Supreme Court 
decision~ to convince anyone that there
ligious character of the day is the only 
real basis of Sundaylaws; this is certainly 
the case, and the Judges whose opinions 
have been given, have simply recognized 
the fact without seeking to change it in 
the least. 

Again, Dr. Atterbury says: "In gen
eral these laws [the Sunday law~ of the 
several States] forbid common labor and 
business," etc. ; that is true, but the term 
generally used is not "common labor or 
business," but ''secular labor or business." 
This is the term used both in the Blair 
Sunday-rest Bill and in the Breckinridge 
Bill, and in this they only follow the 
language of the statutes of most of the 
States. Webster defines "secular" as 
'' Pertaining to this present world, or to 
things not spiritual or holy; relating to 
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things not immediately or primarily re
specting the soul, but the body; worldly." 
The contrast implied by the use of this 
word cannot be ignored. According to 
the definition quoted above, the word 
'' secular " is opposed to religious and 
spiritual; and we are surprised that any
one should say that in such laws "neither 
the religious nor the irreligious character 
of the acts forbidden is assumed." It is 
impossible to forbid "secular" labor or 
business without assuming the religious 
character of the acts permitted, or rather 
the religious character of the acts to which 
the day is to be devoted. 

Substituting the definition for the word 
"secular," we have this paraphrase of 
that portion of the Blair Bill which pro
hibits secular work or business on Sunday: 
"No person, or the agent, or servant, or 
employe, of any person or corporation, 
shall perform on Sunday, oi: authorize to 
be performed, any work, labor, or busi
ness pertaining to this world, ~r to things 
not spiritual or holy, works of necessity 
and, mercy excepted." Now the bill means 
just the same with the ·word "secular" in 
it that it does with the definition of the 
word, and it means no more than do the 
Sunday laws of very many bf the States. 
The fact i~, that Sunday laws are made 
because of the regard that people have for 
the day as a religious institution, and the 
so-called civil basis for it is a recent dis
covery, sought out for the purpose of 
meeting the arguments against such leg-
islation. c. P. B. 

Centralization. 

THE Blair Educational Bill, "to aid in 
the establishment and temporary support 
of common schools,'' and which was de
feated in the Senate, .has been introduced 
in the House by Mr. Cheatham, and was 
called up in a meeting of the House Edu
cation Committee on June 27, when, seven 
Rejmblican members being present, all vo
ted to report the bill. It has since been 
reported favorably to the House, by the 
chairman of the Committee. 

July 12, Mr. McComas from the House 
Education Co:m:inittee reported favorably 
the bill which has already passed the Sen
ate ( S: 3714 ) to apply a portion of the 
proceeds of the public lands t® the more 
complete endowment and support of the 
colleges for the benefit of agriculture and 
the mechanical arts. 

This last bill appropriates the sum of 
fifteen thousand dollars, with an annual 
increase of one thousand dollars for ten 
years, and an annual sum thereafter of 
twenty-five thousand dollars to be paid 
to each State and Territory, to aid in the 
endowment and maintenance of. agricult
ural colleges. The sums annually appro-

; priated are directed, by the provisions of 
the bill, to be paid to the treasurers of the 
respective colleges, and "such treasurers 
shall be required to report to the Secretary 
of .Agriculture, and to the Secretary of 

the Interior, on or before the first day of 
September of each year, a detailed state
ment of the amount so received and of 
its disbursement;" also "an annual re
port by the president of each of said 
colleges shall be made to the Secretary of 
.Agriculture, as well as to the Secretary of 
the Interior, regarding the condition and 
progress of each college, including statis
tical information in relation to its receipts 
and expenditures, its library, the number 
of its students and professors, etc." 
The Secretary of the Interior is charged 
with the proper administration of the law. 

This bill had its origin and growth in 
the same atmosphere which produced the 
Blair Educational Bill, and the Blair Ed
ucational Amendment, and was accom
panied by a printed report from Senator 
Blair. Some of the more objectionable 
features of the measure, as· it was first 
attempted to be passed, were eliminated, 
but enough remains to show the ear marks 
of a determined effort to centralize educa
tional control in the general Government. 

Senators Morgan, Reagan, Hawley, 
and Plumb opposed most earnestly the 
clauses which placed these State institu
tions under the supervision of United 
States authority; and to them it is due 
that Congress did not commit itself to the 
passage of a bill which in express terms 
assumed the right of the central Govern
ment to exercise a supervision over State 
institutions of learning. Senator Mor
gan said:-

It seems to me, Mr. President, that the Senator 
from Vermont is lending himself to a scheme here 
for the purpose of introducing into the act of 1862 
certain new features which imply that the Congress 
of the United States shall take the control of educa
tion in the States where these colleges are situated, 
and that the schools shall be regulated by a law 
passed 'here and by administrative measures en
acted here. . . . 

If any one .thing has ever occurred in the history 
of the legislation of the United States to prove 
that the States are the proper guardians of public 
education, the history of the act of 1862 establish
ing the agricultural colleges is the best proof that 
could be adduced. At a proper time, I shall ask 
these gentlemen in this body, who have committed 
themselves against the propositions of the interfer
ence of Congress in the administration of public 
schools in the States, to strike out of this bill what 
is proposed to be inserted here and which is en
tirely unnecessary. 

Senator Reagan followed Senator Mor
gan, saying:-

Before I proceed with the criticisms I desire to 
make upon the bill, I will say that· it seems to me 
the purpose of the bill is to fix upon our legislation 
the prinCiple that Congress is to go into the States, 
take charge of educational institutions, and regu
late what is to be done with them. That was a 
principal argument made against an educational 
bill which has been urged with great ability and 
persistency here. It seems to me now, if we con
sent to adopt this bill in the form in which it is pre
sented by the committee, it takes away all argu
ments in the future that Congress has no right 
to control the schools. of the State. 

I wish to add here that it seems to be upon the 
theory of a great many leading men in New En
gland, almost a New England idea, that the Con
stitution of the United States is to be overthrown 
by the enlargement of the powers of ·the Federal 

Government, and lily the abridgment of the powers 
of the States, and this is one af the :nt;leans of 
doing it. 

This is a serious indictment, and, 
most unfortunately, it is a true bill. 

W. H.M. 

The Sunday Paper Again. 

PITTSFIELD, Massachusetts, is a city of 
fifteen or sixteen thousand inhabitantS, 
and has of course several papers. One of 
these, the Gall, is published on Sunday. 
We are not informed that its publishers 
make any profession of religion,· but one 
of its editors is a church member. At a 
recent meeting of the official board of the 
church to which he belongs, it was voted 
that one of the brethren be requested to 
see the editor and expostulate with him 
in reference to his publishing the Call on 
Sunday, and to request him either to 
change the date of publication or with
draw from the church. To this the editor, 
made reply in the next issue of his paper 
as follows:-

The Call has been published in this city for the 
past eighteen months. The editors of the paper (not 
the publisher, for its editors have no ownership illl 
the property, and are simply employes,) have tried 
to maintain the standard they first set up when a 
Sunday papoc was thought of, and that was to pub
lish a clean paper. . . . We make no boast, but 
we claim that no paper in Berkshire County makes 
a greater effort t~ keep its columns ciBan and pure 
than our own. Quack medicines of the "Penuy
royal Pills" order, "Errors of Youth," or quack 
doctors have no place in the Call. Many of the 
religious journals cannot say so much. Not because 
they are not offered us, but because me will not take 
them. We deal in no sensations and we print as 
much church news as any paper in Berkshire. The 
Call is printed late Saturday nights, and the work of 
its getting out is done largely on Saturday. The 
Monday paper which the good brother who brought 
up the resolution reads so gladly, is all made on 
Sunday. This same brother we ref~ to has no 
scruples about hitching up his horse of a Sunday 
afternoon and riding over the highways of Berk
shire, and in which we are of the opinion that he 
does no harm; excepting as he draws the line of 
Sunday observance. 

The date of publication of the Call will not be 
changed. We find that the g0od people of this 
city and county patronize us well; and we, on the 
other hand, attempt to give them a readable and 
clean journal for their education, and we hope, their 
profit. 

vVe have the highest respect .for religious things, 
and advocate good order, morals and all that makes 
men and a community better. The Call is willing 
to compare records with the over-zealous brother 
who wants to excommunicate one of the editors of 
this paper. Its sole harm lies in the fact that it is 
read on Sunday. The Call has no disposition to 
attack the chm·ch, and whether excommutricated or 
not, we shall hold in the highest love and heartfelt 
devotion the church to which we have always been 
proud to know we belonged, whether we. have. 
always walked in its ways faultlessly or not. We 
shall not withdraw. The board has the right to 
expel, and no one questions that, after a hearing 
and proper charges are preferred. . . . 

The editors of the Call await the action of the 
board, as expressed il'i their resolution, with interest. 
The fight about Sunday papers may as well be met 
here as anywhere. As we said before, for the 
people of our faith, for the . church of our choice; 
and for the esteemoo pastor of that flock, we have 
now and always shall maintain ·the highest regard 
and affection. 
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We have italicized one sentence in this 
straightforward statement of the matter 
of difference between the editor and the 
church, because it gives in a few words 
the gist of the whole m:a.tter. The oppo
sition to Sunday papers is not on account 
of the work done upon th<ilm on Sunday, 
but because they are rea·d on Snnday, and 
the objection to this reading is, that it 
keeps people away from church. Of 
course the church has a right to overcome 
this difficulty if it can, 1>y proper means, 
that is by church discipline and by moral 
suasion, 'but it has no right to ask the 
State to interfere and forbid the publica
tion of Sunday papers. 

-------~--------

Who Will Run the Machine? 

AT one of the National Reform Conven
tions, a speaker describing the '' typical 
American office seeker," said, "he may 
for a time puU back on the hind axle, 
and ·scotch the wheels of N ationai :Reform; 
but when he ·sees that the car is going on 
to success, he will jump aboard and claim 
a front seat." So it seemed that the 
speaker hoped to have the help of the 
"typical office seeker " in carrying out 
the scheme which they advocate. And 
who will prevent him from taking a front 
seat ? . He can profess the Christian re
ligion as loudly as any of th1:3m. And the 
majority may decide to give him a front 
seat. ·Catholics and Protestants will help 
to get the National Reform machine run
ning; but who will run it? Neither can 
claim the exclusive right; therefore the 
'' typical American office seeker " will 
stand as good a chance as anybody. . 

These religious fanatics know not what 
they do. They may fancy that they will 
get the control of the Government and run 
it as they please; but they cannot tell 
what will be the result of converting our 
free Government into an engine of relig
ious oppression, as it certainly will be 
whenever the Nation professes religion, as 
they desire. But they will not take warn
ing; they are determined to try their 
insane project. And -some of them al
ready have the spirit of persecution. It 
is often manifest that they have "blood 
in their eye." But many are deluded, and 
may see their error only when it is too late. 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

Evils of Religious Domination. · 

IN the course of hiH remarks in the 
Senat-e, June 24, while that portion of 
the ·Diplomatic and Consular App'ropria
tion Bill was under discussion, which has 
relation. to the recutnmendations of the 
International American Conference, Sen
a tor Morgan, of Alabama, said:-

The South American States under the Spanish 
regime had one difficulty to encounter that we 
never really were oorifrorited with, ~h:ich has been 
more potent, more influential, upon 'the destinies of 
those States than the negro question has been in the 
United States, or any other question which we have 

had to contend with, not excepting our war with 
Great Bri.tain; ami this is the in'fluence of an ·estab
lished religion. . . . It has taken the better part 
of the lives of their respective Governments, and an 
enormous outlay of money, and the shedding_ of 
vast quantities of human blood, to free them from the 
mistake which we escaped through oU:r good sense 
in discarding the domination of any religious sect 
or power or church in our GOvernment, arid in 
adopting that wonderful scheme, promoted by Mr. 
Jefferson, of the divorce of the Church and the 
State. These peoples, one by one, nation by nation, 
have struggled out of the embrace of "this body of 
death," for this is wha:t it was to them, politically 
considered, and as ·fast as they have broken away 
from it (and most canspicuously in the case of 
Mexico) they have risen at once to order an<i prog
ress and deliverance from embarrassment, and they 
have established themselves With wonderful rapid
ity in power, and in dignity, and 1n influence 
amongst the nations of the earth. 

Such utterances aH these should be rec
orm:n:ended to the consideration of the 
judiciary of Tennessee, where it has just 
been decided, in Justice, Circuit, and Su
preme Courts, that a conscientious Chris
tian man who observes the Sabbath of the 
fourth commandment (the seventh day), 
might properly be indicted as a common 
nuisance, because he plowed corn on S'un
day in sight of some half dozen persons, 
part of whom were avowed spies on his 
actions with 'the intent to pr.osecute him 
because of their religious intolerance. 

"Quite Cautious," Indeed. ·. 

THE following ringing article is from 
the Signs of the Times, a Seventh-day 
Adventist paper, published in Oakland, 
California :-

In the Christian Statesman of May 15, 
"N. R. J.," writing from this city, gives 
the object· of the "not very positive but 
quite cautious," Sunday-law plank i,n ·the 
California Prohibition Party's platform. 
We quote from his letter as follows :-

It will be noticed that the wording of the reso
lution is not very positive but quite cautious. It 
was evidently framed with the intention and ex
pectation of securing the approbation and votes 
of the Seventh-day Adventists, who are hot on1y a 
temperate people, but quite numerous in the State. 

If that was the object of the plank, it 
will certainl'Y fa:il of its purpose in the 
main. Seven'th"day Adventists are an 
u1tra-temperance body, but they know too 
well the history of religious legislation in 
the past, and 'the ''sure word of prophecy" 
regarding its future, to become in any 
sense, or to any degree, a par-ty to open the 
door for its devastating work in this 
country. When this ·certain blot upon 
our civil and religious liberty dbE\s come, 
:i:t ·m:ust come 11t the bidding Of those who 
are too blind to see, and too credulous to 
suspect, the ,poison sting that lies secreted 
by its " civil "smile. 

He further says, ·by way of emphasizing 
the cailtious cha;ract~r of the resdlution, 
that "it ignores tbe Sabbath as a divine 
institution." Why, we ask, should it not 
be ignored as a divine institution, if a 
" civil" Sabbath is all that ·is to be asked, 

as heretofore represented by " N. R. J." 
himself, and his co-agitators ? 

Again, he complains that "it ignores 
the duty of. the State to forbid work be
cause the divine law forbids it." We ask, 
w'hat has the divine law to do with a 
"civil sabbath"? The divine law does 
not recognize any such institution as a 
'''civil sabbath." That law provides for 
a religious Sabbath, the keeping of a 
day holy, and designates what day,-the 
seventh day,-the day before the first day 
of the week. See Ex. 20: 8-11; Mark 16: 
I, 2; Luke 23: 56 and 24: 1. Why, then, 
should the State forbid work on ·a "civil 
sabbath" on the authority of the divine 
law? 

Another complaint is, "it gives no pref
erence to the Christian Sabbath, or, indeed, 
any day, but favors only one day in seven 
as a r<ilst-day." Why should they give 
preference to the " Christian Sab
bath," if only a "civil sabbath" is de
sired ? What difference does it make 
what day is set apart for "civil" pur
poses? But "N. R. J." seems to be afraid 
that the "civil sabbath," for which he has 
so earnestly pleaded in Oakland and other 
places, will be all his party will get, if 
anything; and there is cause for suspicion 
that some ulterior design lurks behind 
this specious plea of a "civil sabbath" for 
the physical necessities of the tired work
ingman,-that "the saloonist would have 
an opportunity to go to church, or to the 
picnic, or to rest at home." Yet he says 
" for a political party convention this is 
better than nothing." 

With all the deceptive caution, however, 
designed to catch the Seventh-day Ad
ventist vote, "N. R. J." is doubtful, and 
properly so, that the game wm win. He 
rather despairingly admits that ''they are 
not likely to vote with any party that 
favors civil legislation in favor of even a 
'civil sabbath' if this be the first day of 
the week." He knows very well that 
Seventh-day Adventists would not vote 
for civil legislation in favor of any kind 
of a Sabbath, civil or religious. But why 
did he add that last clause, "if this be the 

. first day of the week" ? The insinuation 
is that for some other day they would 
favor it; that they are actuated solely by 
a wicked disregard of Sunday. And this 
is in harmony with the endeavor of the 
national Sunday-law advocates, who strive 

: to create the impression that only seventh
day keepers would be affected by the law. 

Seventh-day Adventists are not only 
opposed to civil legislation in favor of any 
kind of a Sabbath, but they are opposed 
to civil legislation for a Sabbath on any 
day of the week. To enforce by civil la '" 
a so-called "civil sabbath," or that other 
imaginary absurdity, an American Sab
bath, 'is subversive of the liberties guaran
teed by the Federal Constitution; and it 
is unwarranted by the word of God. And 
to presume to add civil law to the com-



THE AM.ERICAN SENTINEL. 237 

mandment of God for the enforcement of 
his Sabbath, is presuming to add wisdom 

·and strength to the decree of the Almighty. 
" Who hath required this at your hand?" 

Not all the Sunday-law preachers, nor 
a11 the political conventions in Christen
dom, can frame a Sunday-law resolution 
so cautiously that Seventh-day Adventists 
cannot see through to the end of the 
scheme. Human Sabbath laws are evil, 
and only evil, no matter upon what pre-
text they are framed. · 

The Clerical Party. 

THE clergy seem to be entering into poli
tics ~tt this ,"period more than ever before in 
our history. They are not content with 
giving moral and religious instruction, 
lea:vJ:hg the laity to apply it in practical 
. affairs according to their own consciences. 
Instead of this ·the clergy are taking the 
part of active political leaders with spe
cific political designs. 

The Reformed Presbyterian ministers are 
circulating petitions to Congress asking 
that God 6;!hall be formally recognized in 
the ·Constitution as the only Supreme 
Ruler; and they are refusing to vote until 
their request is granted. :Methodists and 
Presbyterians in their general convoca
tions dem::tnd that religion shall be made 
a part of the public school education, and 
a s<),ciety, made up of ministers chiefly, 
has been organized to combat the sup
posed influence of the Church of Rome 
upon school legislation. They cry out 
that the schools must be protected against 
clerical influence,· and yet at the same 
time they protest that the secularization 
of the schools must not continue. They 
seem to be desirous of bringing the re
ligious issue into politics w:ith the clergy 
as the natural and inevitable leaders. 

A large number of ministers of various 
denominations have also been preaching 
sermons after an organized plan, declaring 
that what they call civil-service reform 
is a religious obligation. 

The Rev. Dr. Parkhurst, of the Presby
terians, Dr. Elmendorf, of the Dutch Re
formed, and Mr. Heber Newton, of the 
Episcopalians, have entered into the munic
ipal campaign with great heat, contending 
that their flocks . must make the task of 
changing the present municipal officers a 
profound religious duty. To that end, and 
with the assistance of Bishop Potter, the 
ministers of this mind are about to organ
ize a clerical party in municipal politics; 
and the churches will probably be trans
formed into halls for generating enthusi-. 
nsm in behalf of the movement. The 
town will ring with political sermons if 
this project works, and the test of ortho
doxy and Christian principle may be the 
support of the clerical ticket. 

This, of course, is likely to make discord 
in the churches, for nearly all the leaders 
of the opposition are church members, 
and it is improbable that they will change 

their political course at the dictation of 
their pastors. For instance, in Dr. Park
hurst's Madison Square Church, is Col
lector Erhardt, who wants a straight Re
publican ticket under any circumstances; 
and yet, according to the view of the cler
ical party, the advocacy of such a t·icket is 
downright sin. They want the field un
obstructed for their fight with Tammany. 
Boss Platt is also among the parishioners, 
and he may make up his mind that it is 
bad politics to run a clerical ticket. An
other of Dr. Parkhurst's parishioners is 
Mayor Smith Ely, faithful in his attention 
to his religious duties, and yet so sagacious 
that he may regard the project of the 
clergy as impracticable. 

Hence the plan of bringing the clergy 
and the churches into politics is sure to 
lead to much embarrassment, and it may 
provoke dissensions which will be long in 
hEjaling; for no church would be unani
mous in its views of political duty and 
expediency. Some of the congregation 
would be on the side of the clerical 
party, and some wou~d be supporting the 
regular Democratic or Republican nomi
nations. Yet the pastor would be elec
tioneering for the clerical ticket with 
might and main, and preaching that it 
was a Christian duty to vote for it and, in
ferentially, a sin aga1inst God to vote any 
other way. 

When the Church enters the political 
arena, the great majority of the people 
will feel that their duty as citizens requires 
them to administer to it a sharp rebuke as 
a warning against any repetition of the 
experiment. 

In this Republic, Church and State must 
be separated absolutely, and always.-The 
Sun. 

By What Authority? 

THE Colorado Catholic of June 21, 
gives editorial expression to a few points 
which are worthy of consideration by the 
Sunday Union, and National Reform Asso
ciation. The Catholic says<:-

The ranting and raving of certain ministers of 
Denver anent Sunday observance is becoming sim
ply disgusting. Last Sunday a certain minister 
went about from church to· church airing himself 
on the question< What right had he to say to any 
man that he must deprive himself of any amuse
ment on Sunday? Did Jesus Christ, in whom he 
professes to believe, appoint Sunday as a day of 
rest ? No, he did not. Why then should these 
ministers assume to themselves the right to tell any 
man what he must do on Sunday? . . . Yes. 
the .world concedes that man needs a day of rest. 
What right have you to say it shall be Sunday? 
. . · . < Sunday is to be observed by religious 
worship and prayer, not because of any State law. 
but because God has commanded it. He has com
manded it through his church, therefore it is to be 
observed in the manner indicated by that church. 
Now, the church which has appointed Sunday as 
a day of rest-the day Mr. Crafts follows-never 
demanded the puritanical and nonsensical observ· 
ance. required by him. . . . But we say to 
you, ministers of Denver, you have no right to de
mand any religious observance of Sunday unless 
you find it in your rule of faith-the Bible-which 
you may search till the day of doom for a single 
text to sustain your position. Do not resort to 

civil process for support, for our Constitution guar
antees us religious liberty, and you have no right 
to say to any man that he must be sanctimonious 
and hypocritically pious instead of light hearted 
and merry, which the Catholic Church bids all her 
children to be. · 

There is nothing uncertain or indefinite 
about these statements.. Do the Sunday
law advocates acknowledge their truth or 
deny them? If they deny, upon what au
thority do they base their denial ? 

ONE of our exchanges, the Orleans Her
ald, is a little mixed on the proper func
tions of the State. Some time since we 
said that " the manufacture, transporta
tion, and sale of intoxicating liquors, so 
far as the authority of Congress or the 
police power of the State is concerned, has 
nothing to do with morals, but is solely a 
matter of the jurisdiction of the municipal 
law." 

To this the Herald takes exception, and 
asserts that the State has something to do 
with morals. We imagine, however, that 
the only difference between us is on the 
use of the word " moraL" The State cer
tainly forbids some things that are im
moral just as it forbids some things that 
are sinful; but. it does not, or at least 
should not, forbid anything simply because 
it is immoral, or sinful. If the State does 
forbid things because they are immoral, 
or sinful, which is the same thing, it must 
forbid and undertake to punish all sin; 
this the State cannot do; it follows that it 
can properly forbid only .those things thrut 
are uncivil, and that it can forbid them 
only because they are uncivil. We use 
the word '' moral" only in the sense of 
pertaining to or being in harmony with the 
divine law. The Herald evidently gives 
it a wider signification. 

ON May 17, in the Senate, Mr. Mander
son, from the Committee on Printing, 
reported back favorably the following res
olutions previously introduced by Mr. 
Blair, of New Hampshire:-

Resolved, That the Senate Miscellaneous Docu· 
ment No. 43, of the Fiftieth Congress, be reprinted 
for the use of the Senate, and that five hundred 
copies be printed for the use· of the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

Resolved, That there be one thousand copies of 
Notes of Hearing on Joint Resolution (S. R. 86 of 
the Fiftieth Congress) proposing an !}Jllendment to 
the Constitution of the United States respecting 
establishments of religion and free schools, printed 
as a document for the use of the Senate, and five 
hundred copies for the use of the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

The resolutions were agreed to, and the 
documents ordered republished. These 
republications are the reports of the hear
ings on the Sunday-rest bill, and the Con
stitutional amendment providing for the 
teaching of the Christian religion in the 
public schools, held before the Senate 
Committee on Education and Labor, in 
the last Congress, and contain the argu
ments in opposition to those measures, by 
A. T. Jones, and J. 0. Corliss. 
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THE Secretary of the National Religious 
Liberty Association is in daily receipt of 
signatures to the petition against religious 
legislation, notably from California, Iowa, 
and Michigan. The signatures are mostly 
upon petition slips, which the senders seem 
to have received by letter from some ear
nest workers for religious liberty. 

The Real Reason. 

COMMENTING editorially upon the case 
of the Tennessee Adventist, fined for 

· wprking on Sunday, and whose cause has 
been espoused by the National Religious 
Liberty Association, the Sigourney, Iowa, 
Review, of July 9, gives the following 
excellent analysis of the motives of those 
who demand, and enforce, such laws as that 
under which Mr. King is being perse
cuted:-

The witnesses who testified against Mr. 
King did not claim that any religious 
meeting was disturbed, or that they them
selves were disturbed, or that any of their 
individual rights were invaded by his 
Sunday plowing, but only that their moral 
sense was shocked by his violation of the 
Sunday law, and this shock the cour-t held 
to be a nuisance. These witnesses im
agined that they possessed a moral sense, 
but we are mther inclined to doubt it. It 
is a very common human frailty to mis
take bigotry and intolerance for moral 
sense. Men dearly love to make other 
men do as they do,· especially in private 
individual matters that concern nobody 
else, and when they find mim with minds 
of their own who will not obey their 
arbitrary commands, they are mad enough 
to tear them to pieces. The moral sense 
of the Chaldeans was terribly shocked 
when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
refused to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar's 
golden image. It was not through any 
sympathy or fear that some terrible judg
ment would fall on these Hebrew children 
for their impiety, for they were eager to 

roast them in the fiery furnace. It was 
not any Christian love for Mr. King or 
any anxiety for the future salvation of 
his soul, that actuated his religious pros
ecutors in their efforts to stop him from 
plowing on Sunday. They were ·ready to 
rob him of his hard earned cash by heavy. 
fines, and they would not hesitate to 
torture him to death, rather than allow 
him to exercise his right of conscience dif
ferently from what they had ordered. 

After all, religious intolerance is nothing 
more than human egotism in its second
ary or brother's-keeper stage. When a 
man conceives an ·idea in regard to diet, 
dress, rule of life or religious observances, 
he wants everybody else to see it just as he 
does. That they refuse to so see it or ob
serve it, is to him a standing challenge to 
the wisdom of his position, which his eon
ceit cannot brook, and he naturally craves 
the power to force them to observe some
thing that he can't convince them of by 
facts, figures, or logic. After preaching 
his hobby till he gets a little following he 
organizes, and memorializes some political 
party to give him a law to enable him to 
force his theory on the rest of his brethren, 
in exchange for the votes of his organiza
tion, and if his organization amounts to 
anything as a political factor he usually. 
gets the legislation he wants. 

We don't believe that the religious 
people of Tennessee are any better than 
those of other States. We doubt if one in 
ten of them strictly observes the Sunday 
law they have forced on the statutes, and 
we have no idea that it was the salvation 
of men's souls they were thinking of when 
they clamored for the law under which 
they have been persecuting King. They 
observed, or pretended to observe, Sunday 
as a holy day, and imagined that they 
were doing a very praiseworthy act in so 
observing it, and expected the balance of 
mankind to look up to them with great 
reverence and respect on account of their 
piety. But the man who did not so ob
serve the day,. appeared to them as a 
standing challenge to their assumed supe
riority, and they wanted a law to punish 
him, not because they thought that God 
was unable to suitably punish the viola
tors of his holy law, but because it hurt 
their human vanity to have their preten
sions to great moral virtues disputed, and 
they wanted their revenge. 

All these religious laws and prosecutions 
which have stained the history of the 
Church in all ages, come not from an 
earnest Christian endeavor to elevate 
mankind, but from the malicious dispo
sition of the professor of religion to 
punish the man who dares to question the 
superior excellence of his professions. The 
religious Sunday observer of Tennessee 
could afford to be lenient with the squirrel 
hunters whose rifles could be heard pop
ping in the timber on all hours of that 
holy day. He could easily ignore their 
violation of his Sunday law because the 

transgressors were low white trash .whose 
influence cut no figure, but when a man 
making equally high religious professions 
with himself, whose life was just as pure 
and exemplary, who derived the authority 
for his position from the same sacred 
volume from which he derived his, and 
could defend his position with arguments 
and citations which could not be :refuted, 
when such a man disputed the sanctity of 
his Sunday observance, a challenge was 
thrown out which he could not afford to 
ignore without serious sacrifice of his pro
fessed sanctity. It was not Mr. King's 
soul he cared to save fr0m the conse
quences of his Sunday labor. It was Mr. 
King's influence that challenged the 
soundness of his theology, and set at 
naught his assumed religious superiority 
and authority, and aroused .a combative 
malice, that would have lighted the 
fagots around the seventh-day observer, 
had the law of the State permitted it. 

THE Advocate, a prohibition journal of 
Watertown, this State, is calling for the 
more. vigorous enforcement of existing 
Sunday laws. Speaking of the growing 
disregard of Sunday, the Advocate says: 
" If allowed to go on unchecked, a Con
tinental Sabbath, or a Sabbath without re
gard to a law compelling a suspension of 
business, will be substituted in this country 
instead of the Sabbath of our fathers. 
Against such an innovation we l;ltrongly 
protest." 
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THERE was a strike of Sunday car driv
ers a week or two since in Brooklyn, not 
as might be supposed, however, against 
Sunday work, but for pay by the day in
stead of by the trip. 

THE Voice says that "although Francis 
Murphy is dead set against prohibition a 
resolution was unanimously passed at one 
of his South. Omaha meetings, last week, 
calling upon Mayor Sloan to enforce the 
prohibition laws on Sunday." Yes; love 
for Sunday, and laws for its enforcement, 
take precedence of all opposition to the 
liquor traffic, in the minds of thousands 
of people both in and out of the Prohibi
tion Party. 

--------·~·-------

THE Loyal American found something 
in THE AMERICAN SENTINEL which it 
thought was awry, and asked for an ex
planation. We have given it; now it is 
our turn. In its issue of July 2, it sets 
forth among its principles this:-

We want all wills to be signed thirty days before 
death, or failing that, the State shall divide the 
estate among the heirs. 

Now we should like the Loyal American 
to explain· just how every man is to know 
when he is within thirty days of his death 
so that he can make his will, and escape 
the penalty here proposed ? We pause for 
a reply. 

THE Pittsburgh Christian Advocate is 
not pleased with the present administra
tion. It says:--

\Ve confess to very great disappointment in the 
religious features of President Harrison's adminis
ttation. He is a Christian man, an officer, and for 
years a Sabbath-school teacher in the Presbyterian 
Church. Much was expected of him in the way of 
proper example in his high· office, and of respect 
for the Christian principles and sentiment of the 
country.· But in some respects we have not seen 
them. Intoxicating liquors have been served on 
his table on State occasions, and lately a '' german," 
one of the most offensive and disgusting of all the 
public dances, was given in the White House. It 
was a full .dress (rather undress) affair, such as but 
few thoughtful mothers would suffer their daugh
ters to attend. Chaplain Milburn says there has 
not been any such public exhibition in the presiden
tial mansion since the marriage of President Tyler. _ 
Pretty soon the people will wonder what the differ
ence is between a Christian president and one who 
is not iJ> Christian. 

This illustrates the evil of calling any 
man a " Christian president." People will 
wonder what difference there is between 
a "Christian president" and one who is 

not "Christian;" and the conclusion ar
rived at is likely to be, that a "Christian 
president" is one who makes a profession 
of religion, and is governed by the policy. 
of his party and the customs of Wash
ington society, while a non-Christian 
president is. one who makes no profession 
and is governed in just the same way. 

--------~-------

DocToR GUTHRIE, the eminent Presby-· 
terian divine, is credited with this state
ment:--

I counted in Paris thirty - three theaters and 
places of amusement, open on the Sabbath day, but 
in one hour I saw in Edinburg, with all her schools, 
churches, and piety, more drunkenness. than I saw 
in Paris in five months. 

This shows that Sunday laws are prac
tically worthless as a temperance measure; 
if people are in the habit of drinking, and 
have opportunity to get liquor six days in 
the week it is useless to attempt to keep H 
from them on Sunday. 

THE Louisiana Legislature has had be
fore it a substitute for the State Sunday 
law, in the form of a bill giving to police 
juries and municipal corporations through
out the State the power to regulate all 
Sunday trade, etc. The measure is really 
local option applied to the Sunday ques
tion. The bill passed the Legislature, but 
was vetoed by the Governor. 

The Pearl of Days noticing the bill, 
says, " It is a measure that no friend of 
the Sabbath ought to approve." Cer
tainly no National Reformer would ap
prove it; the aim of that party is to cen
tralize the control of all the moral ques
tions in which they interest themselves, 
into one infallible, papal head, and no 
such approach to individual freedom of 
choice, as local option even, could be 
permitted in their politics. 

Tm~ preachers of Milwaukee, not long 
since, discussed in their Monday meeting, 
the subject of "Capital and Labor." The 
following resolution was introduced:--

Resolved, By this Preachers' Conference, that we 
are in full sympathy with the laboring people of 
this city, and stand ready at any and all times to 
manifest friendly, fraternal regard to each. Our 
churches are open to every one, and all shall be 
cordially welcomed when they desire to come. 

The resolution was fully discussed, but 
was mostly objected to on the ground that 
it seemed to imply that the laboring 
classes had not before been welcomed to 
the churches, and the following resolu
tion was substituted:-

Resolved, That this Preachers' Conference is in 
full sympathy with all the people of this city, rich 
or poor, learned or unlearned, and stands ready at 
all times to welcome all to our churches and assist 
any to lead a better life. 

This was unanimously adopted. But 
that the first resolution should have ever 
been introduced, or the second. one either 
introduced or adopted, is, in itself, a grave 
reflection upon the influence of those 
churches. When professed Christian 

churches have to ·advertise that the people 
are welcome to attend them, and welcome 
to their assistance to -lead a better life, in 
other words, when they have to advertise 
that they are Christians, they are in a 
sorry plight so far as Christianity is con
cerned. But there is entirely too much 
of that kind' of Christianity in the United 
States, and, that is why·there is so much 
de_mand that the State shall take charge 
of religious· instruction and religious ob
servances. 

AT the Catholic Congress held at Balti
more, last year, a committee was appointed 
to arrange for another one to be held in 
connection with the World's Fair in 1892. 
The Catholic Review of June 29, urgPs 
upon the committee prompt and steady 
action in preparing for the Congress. It 
says that "the Congress will be an Amer
ican Congress, but the celebration must 
be continental, and delegates from every 
diocese hi North and South America, rep
resentatives from every race on the con
tinent should find recognition on this 
occasion." We wait now to see what st<>ps 
the National RefGrm Association, and the 
American Sabbath Union will take to 
secure the recognition of representatives 
in that Congress. 

THE St. Paul Dispatch supports the de
cision of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, . 
in the Edgerton Bible case, and says: 
"In view of the severity with which the 
founders of our constitutional systems 
plainly .regarded all possibility of inter
ference with individual religious belief or 
individual right of conscience, it is safe to 
say, that the proper and the more advisable 
course in the discharge of the duty of the 
State, to afford Becula1 instruction to its 
citizens, is to wholly eliminate all form 
of religious instruction, and leave the dis
charge of that duty where· it rightfully 
belongs, with the parents of the several 
children." 

THE Sunday Alliance, of Scotland, com
municates to the Sunday Union, of the 
United States, a report of the progress of 
the work of the Alliance for the past year 
in Scotland; a paragraph is devoted to the 
commendation of the American Sunday 
Union, and the Mail and Express. Thus 
steadily are these forces for the promotion 
of political religion joining hands round 
the world. 
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IT is stated that, according to a recent 
ukase of the Czar, no person who is not 
of the Christian faith will be allowed to 
serve on a jury, unless by the special ap
pro~al of the Minister of the Interior, and 
of the Minister of Justice. Of course to be 
a Christian in Russia, means being a mem
ber of the Greek Church; what it would 
mean in this country, should the National 
Reformers be successful, remains to be seen; 
probably membership in any of the so
called orthodox churches would fill the 
bill. ---------·-------

AN infidel paper says: "It is hard for 
a Christian to be tolerant; to be just. 
There is somewhat in Christianity that 
makes its adherents bigots." This is a 
mistake; those who are called Christians 
are often bigoted and intolerant, but the 
spirit of true Christianity is opposed to 
bigotry and intolerance. The fundamental 
principle of Christianity is, "All thing~ 
whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them," and this 
leaves no room for bigotry and intolerance. 

The gospel of Christ is a gospel of peace, 
not a gospel of .force. Said the Saviour: 
"Behold, I send you forth as sheep among 
wolves; be ye .therefore wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves." .Acting under 
the divine commission to preach the gos
pel, the apostles went forth, not appealing 
to human governments to compel men to 
accept their message, but beseeching men 
"by the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ." Said the apostle : '' Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ, ·as though 
God did beseech you by us; we pray you 
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in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 
The Christian who desires to go beyond 
these scriptures and compel men to believe, 
or to act as though they believed, should 
stop and ask if he has not himself lost the 
Spirit of Christ, if indeed he ever had it. 
"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance." Whoever has the 
Spirit of Christ will bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit; and "if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ he is none of his," 
even though he may be called by his 
name. Said the Saviour: "Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven." 

Divine Right and Precedent. 

IN view of the proposed Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, 
making Christianity an essential part of 
the public-school curriculum, and also the 
Edmunds Bill for tlie establishment of 
a national university in which , .. Chris
tian theology" shall be taught, the ques
tion of the Bible in the public schools 
anywhere in the country is a national 
question. The principles involved in the 
Wisconsin case, therefore, are just as 
much national as though it were a case 
in a Federal court itself. We have given 
the Supreme Court side of this case quite 
fully and repeatedly in THE SENTINEL; 
but what some would call the other 
side has not been noted so fully. There 
has been issued by the Rev. W. H. 
McAtee, D. D., of Madison, Wisconsin, a 
pamphlet of seventy-two pages, entitled, 
"Must the Bible Go? a Review of the 
Decision of the Supreme Court of Wis
consin in the Edgerton Bible Case," which 
we must notice. In the beginning of the 
prefatory note he says:-

No American State has ever taken the attitude 
toward the Christian Scriptures and the worship of 
Almighty God, now assumed by Wisconsin. Five 
have expressedly refused to do so; and in no other 
has the question ever been raised. 

This is just that much more to · the 
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credit of the State of Wisconsin. The 
attitude that has been taken by this State, 
is the attitude that properly belongs to 
every State on earth. It is the attitude 
of the United States Government, the 
Constitution of which forbids Congress to 
have anything to do with religion. 

There is no State on earth, neither by 
executive, legislative, nor judicial process 
that has any means of discovering and 
deciding authoritatively what are "the 
Christian Scriptures," or who is Almighty 
God. There is no executive, nor legisla
tive, nor judicial power, or authority on 
earth that has any right to decide for 
anybody what system of religion that 
person shall study or read, or hear read; 
nor have the men who compose any of 
these departments of government any 
power to decide for anybody, but their 
own individual selves, what religion is, 
what " the Christian Scriptures " are, or 
who the Lord is. What means has any 
man, elected to office, of discovering after 
his election, what is the truth in religion, 
that he had not before? The men who 
oppose this decision, including, we are 
persuaded, Mr. McAtee himself, would 
deny the right of any one man, in his 
place simply as a man · among men, to 
decide for anybody else what God it is 
he shall honor, or what religion it is which 
he shall receive. This being so in the 
case of men before they are elected to 
office, what is there in their election, or 
in the position to which they are elected 
which instantly clothes them with a 
power which neither they, nor those who 
elected them had before they were chosen 
to such office? The claim that men sit
ting in Supreme Court, or in any other 
court on earth, or in any department of 
government, are clothed with such power, 
or authority, or right, is in principle only 
the old claim of the divine right of kings, 
and of the present claim of the infallibility 
of popes. It is, in principle, a claim that 
there is a divinity that hedges the office 
itself, and that he who attains to the office 
becomes, by that means, clothed with the 
divine right to act autho:rit&tively in th~ 
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place of God, and to decide the things of 
God for all the people. 

The attitude assumed by the Supreme 
Court of Wisconsin, therefore, in which is 
denied the principles of the divine right, 
and the infallibility, of office, is the cor
rect attitude. Its refusal to assume a 
power that by no possible means can be
long to it, is altogether to its everlasting 
honor; and. that it was done in the face of 
precedents, even though the precedents 
might have been much more numerous, 
is just so much more to the honor of the 
Court. To have followed the precedents of 
the five States referred to by Mr. McAtee, 
would have been only to follow precedents 
that are essentially wicked, because those 
precedents themselves follow other prece
dents which are an essential part of the 
Papal system of Church and State, which 
is the very "mystery of iniquity." This 
in fact is virtually confessed by McAtee, 
in another place. On page sixty, he 
says:-· 

The very fact that it is without precedent in all 
history, is enough to startle the most indifferent 
No other State in Christendom has ever dispensed 
with the Christian Scriptures in its educational sys
tem, much less in its penal, reformatory and chari
table institutions. 

Suppose it be so, that does not prove the 
decision to be wrong; because the same 
precedent which proves that no other State 
in Christendom has ever dispensed with 
this, will likewise prove that no other State 
has dispensed with an established religion, 
with injustice to its people in religious 
things, or with persecution for conscience' 

; sake. And these we all know are wrong. 
In short, the only way that the Court 
could be right in this, was to act contrary 
to all the precedents of Christendom and 

. of history. And the safest thing for Wis
consin or any other State to do in this line, 
is always to go directly CO'ntrary to the 
precedents of Christendom and of all his
tory. 
· But the idea that any court should 

decide any case upon the merit of prec
edents is just as far wrong as is the claim 
that a fallible court should assume the 
prerogative of infallibility, or that a 
power, that is merely the collective, repre
sentative will of the people, should assume 
to act by divine right. A court that de
cides any .case upon precedent ceases to 
be a court of justice, in any true sense of 
the word, for that is simply to abdicate 
its own functions and its own reason as 
a court, and pass off upon the people the 
will of some other court, chosen by some 
other people and representing the will of 
an entirely different class from those who 
established the court. For any court of 
justice, or any lawyer, or any man, to al-. 
low his honest convictions to be swayed 
by precedent, is to deny himself; and 
when he does so in a representative capac
ity, it is to deny the people whom he 
represents. ~ 

. There is not a judicial crime, nor a form 

of governmental oppression that might be 
committed, that has not abundant prece
dent. There is not a step that has ever 
been taken in human progress that has not 
had to be taken against universal prece
dent. As a guide in human conduct, it is 
principle and not precedent that should 
be followed. The question can never be 
rightly asked in any such case, " What 
has been done?" but in every such case 
the question must be, "What ought to be 
done?" To rest upon what has been 
done, is precedent; and that is stagnation. 
To inquire what ought to be done, is 
principle; and that is progress. 

We have not space to enlarge more at 
this time upon this point, we only say, 
precedent lawyers, precedent judges, and 
precedent courts are the bane of States 
and nations. And precedent preachers 
are the bane of the human race. 

A.'!'. J. 

Civil Government and the Divine Law. 

THE National Reform theory is that 
civil government is not a voluntary asso
ciation, but a divine institution, and that 
it is clothed with authority and power 
that transcend all human institutions. 
Its design, they assert, is not the securing 
of human rights, but the suppression of 
wrong and promulgation of good. '' Civil 
government," says Rev. Foster, one of the 
National Reform secretaries, '' is the 
keeper of both tables of the law. " We 
have often shown in these columns that 
the theory that the State, or civil govern
ment, is the keeper of the law of God or of 
any part of it, is most mischievous, for the 
reason that it makes men judges of that 
law, and destroys direct individual account
ability to God. If God has made the 
State the custodian of his law, he has also 
made it the interpreter and expounder of 
his law, and it is the duty of the people 
to rec~ive the law from the State. This 
is substantially the claim made by the 
Papal Church, a claim which Protestants 
hold to be blasphemous. But if it be blas
phemy when made by a church, is it not 
even more so when made in behalf of the 
State? 

But, perhaps, for the purpose of this 
article, the proposition tha1; civil govern
ment .is the keeper of the divine law will 
be best examined in the light of the more 
explicit statement made by Mr. Foster, 
namely, that "the State is the keeper of 
the second commandment, and should pro
hibit idolatry either on the part of the 
Chinaman or Romanist." Now if the 
proposition be correct that the State is 
the keeper of the divine law, the conclu
sion that it is in duty bound to enforce that 
law cannot be avoided. But let us exam
ine this a little and see how it would 
work. 

Passing by all Chinamen as idolaters 
of the most gross sort, we will apply this 
rule to the Romanist. Mr. Foster, who 

is, we must not forget, a representative 
National Reformer, says, that the State 
should prohibit idolatry on the part of the 
Rom~nist. But the Romanist denies that 
he is an idolater. He will admit that he 
bows to pictures and images, but will 
stoutly assert that they are simply sym
bols of the Unseen, to which his worship 
is in reality directed, and that the image 
or picture is only for the purpose of as
sisting his faith. It is true that, as Prot
estants, we call that idolatry, and such it 
is; but covetousness is also idolatry (Col. 
3: 5), and is just as truly a transgression 
of the divine law as are the more gross 
forms of idolat.ry. Shall we then punish 
covetousness ? 

But it may be said that the law can 
only take cognizance of the outward acts, 
and that while it may punish a man for 
bowing down before an image, it cannot 
punish him for the thoughts and intents 
of the heart, because man cannot deter
mine. the thoughts of the heart. But if 
the State is the keeper of the law, and is 
to enforce the law as the law of God, 
where or how shall we draw the line? Is 
it not as certain that the man, who shows 
by his every-day life that he is covetous, 
is a violator of the divine law, as it is 
that the man, who prays· to a picture of 
the Virgin Mary, is an idolater? It may 
even be the case, and it is often true, that 
such . an one is in every way a better 
citizen, a better neighbor, and a better 
man, than the one who is covetous. 
Moreover, it is just as easy to demonstrate 
to the satisfaction of an impartial person 
that the one is an idolater, as it is to show 
that the other is an idolater. The occa
sional act of the one shows that he is 
guilty of violating the second command
ment, while the whole life of the other, 
his every business transaction, all his 
dealings with his neighbors, show con
clusively that he violates the same com
mandment. Shall the law lay its hand 
upon the one, and spare the other?
Certainly not. 

Properly speaking, the State is not the 
keeper of the law. There is no part of 
the law of God which can be enforced as 
such, by civil government. For instance, 

. it is within the physical power, though 
not within the proper s_phere .of govern
ment, to compel its citizens to refrain 
from ordinary labor upon Sunday, or on 
any other day of .the week that it may see 
fit, but it is not within the power of any 
government to compel it~ citizens to obey 
the fourth commandment. That com
mandment says, "Re~ember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy;" and simply resting 
from labor is by no means all that is re
quired in that commandment. According 
to Isa. 58: 13, true Sabbath keeping is not 
only to refrain from labor on the Sabbath, 
but to "call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honorable." And this, 
civil government cannot compel; therefore, 
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it is. impossible for civil government to 
enforce the fourth commandment; neither 
can civil government enforce any other 
commandment as the law of God. Take, 
for example, the sixth. The Saviour said 
that he that hateth his brother is a mur
derer. .A man may manifest all the ha
tred of which he is capabie, and may even 
express that hatred, and yet the civilla.w 
cannot lay hold upon him as a murderer. 
True, if he makes threats, that is, if he 
declares his intentions to use violence, the 
law can place him under. bonds to keep 
the peace. It may be demonstrated as 
fully as hl].man testimony can demonstrate 
anything, that his heart is full of hatred, 
and. yet n.o one would say that the civil 
law ought,to touch him. Still, in the sight 
of· (Jod the man is a ~urderer. The 
seventh commandment furnishes another 
illustration, which we need not dwell 
upon, as all are familiar with the teach
ings.. of the Saviour on that point. And 
this.. is sufficient to show that civil govern
ment canriot enforce the law of God. 

There is another feature of this matter 
which demands attention, namely, the 
fact previously referred to, that to at
tempt to enforce the decalpgue would be 
to constitute men judges· of the divine 
law. God is the interpreter of his own 
law. Human beings differ in their inter" 
pretationsof that law. Of this, the second 

. commandment furnishes an illustration, 
as already shown. The Protestant says 
that bowing. to an image or picture is 
idolatry; this the Romanist denies. Now 
who shall judge between them, and decide 
which is right? If it were the prerogative 
of civil government to decide this question, 
then, if tlle judge were a Protestant he 
would decide from a Protestant standpoint, 
and the Papist would be punished for the 
use of pictures and images. But suppose 
the. judge himself were a Papist, he would 
then dec.ide that such worship was not idol
atry, and the accused would go free. Thus, 
it appears that that which is idolatry to
day, might be held to.be perfectly right to
morrow; or that which would be decided 
to be idolatry in New York, might be held 
to be perfectly innocent in New Jersey; 
and yet, in both instances, according to 
National Reform logic, the decision would 
be rendered by the duly authorized agent 
of the Almighty. 

If indeed it were true that civil govern
·ment is ordained of. God, in the sense in 
which National Reformers claim that it 
is, then the Government J:>f Spain in the 
days of the Inquisition was just as truly 
a Government of God, as is the Govern
ment of England or the Government of 
the United States to-day. But it cannot 
b0 true that governments are ordained of 
God in that sense, for if it were true God 
would be the minister of sin. "Govern
ments," says the Declaration of Independ
ence, "O.erive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed;" and had this 
maxim always prevailed, despotic govern-

ments never would have been known. 
The very idea of govermr.ent which Na
tional Reformers advocate, is responsible 
for the barbarities and iniquities of all the 
despotic Governments in the world; and 
the only wonder is that citizens of the 
United States could for a moment enter
tain such a proposition. It is as clear as 
the noonday sun that the National Reform 
theory is at variance with the principles of 
this Government, and to carry out the Na
tional Reform idea would be simply to 
overthrow republican institutions: 

C. P. B. 
--------··+-------

Political Divinity. 

.A SHORT time ago, we printed in THE 
SENTINEL the statement of Rev. Dr. Park
hurst, of this city, that "it is as much a 
Christian's duty to love his country, as his 
God; " that "the stars and stripes ought 
to be as :rimch a part of a man's religion 
as the Sermon on the Mount;" and that 
"it is as much the Christian's duty to go 
to the polls and vote on election day, as 
to go to the Lord's table on communion 
day." 

If this be correct it would be proper to 
interpret the Scriptures accordingly, and 
read, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 
and thy country with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength." And as we read 
at the close of the Sermon on the Mount, 
" Whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man which built his house 
upon a rock;" it would be proper also to 
read in connection therewith something 
like this, " Whosoever, therefore, heareth 
the laws enacted under the stars and 
stripes, and doeth them, the same shall be 
likened unto a man which built his house 
upon a rock," etc. 

It is not necessary to go any further in 
this. This is sufficient to show how nearly 
akin to blasphemy such a sentiment is. 
But Dr. Parkhurst. is not alone in this 
sentiment that reduces divine things to 
the level of human and political things. 
The Union Signal runs in the same line. 
.An editorial, in its issue of AprillO, says:-

In this country where the ballot is the badge of 
sovereignty, and every voter is a sovereign, no more 
sacred act can any man perform than that of voting. 

This likewise puts the most sacred acts 
upon a level with those of mere human 
and political expediency. It is neither 
surprising nor inappropriate, therefore, to 
find the Signal next referring to Plato for 
an example in political philosophy. This 
is perfectly proper, for the sentiment itself 
is pagan, and it is only right that a pagan 
should be appealed to. It is a pagan sen
timent only that makes political things 
divine. In the philosophy of paganism, 
the State is the supreme deity. .All politi
cal things, therefore, are of the highest 
order of sacredness, and there is no such 
thing as a distinction between duty to God 

and duty to the State. 'l'his is the philos
ophy of paganism, of Dr. Parkhurst, of 
the Union Signal, and of many others in 
this day. Christianity separates the things 
of God from the things of the State; sepa
rates duty to God from duty to the State, 
and renders to God that which is God's, 
and to Cresar that which is Cresar's. 

A. T. J. 

Chicago Correspondence. 

WHILE the Commissioners of the Co
lumbian Exposition are busying themselves 
in settling the matter whether the fair 
shall be on the Lake Front or not, and 
while they are deciding who is the best 
man to place at the helm to guide the 
mammoth undertaking to success, and 
while the Illinois Legislature is planning 
for speciallegishtion to give Chicago the 
legal right to raise, in the way they de
sire, the necessary funds for the great 
fair; the clergy and others, in Chicago, 
are agitating the question thus early as 
to whether or not the Exposition shall be 
opened on Sunday~ 

Dr. Utter, of the Unitarian persuasion, 
expressed himself recently as very decid
edly in favor of opening on Sunday. This 
drew from the ranks of the Sunday-clos
ing advocates a volley, threatening the 
divine vengeance if the Nation should add 
rebellion to impiety, by opening on Sunday 
an exhibition upon which the gaze of the 
world was fixed. Dr. Henson, in particu
lar, threatened fearful judgments if the 
great "American Sabbath" should be so 
disregarded. He advocated the idea, 
strongly, that Chicago should be made 
a model Christian city before the fair 
comes off, so that the inhabitants of the 
Old World could see a living example of 
what Christianity would do for a nation. 

.As we listened to the reverend gentle
man g1vmg utterance to the above 
thoughts, we could not refrain from so
liloquizing. We will suppose the great 
Exposition on the Lake Front, as proposed; 
and in our imagination we will behold 
every door barred against the visitor 
whose conscience would not condemn him 
for going on Sunday; the perfect quiet of 
the ideal Sabbath reigns throughout the 
entire grounds occupied by the prodigious 
exhibit; people from every corner of the 
earth are there; and as they witne$S the 
"Sabbath hush" of . the fair, the first 
thought will be, "what good ·people must 
dwell in the immediate surroundings of 
such an enclosure, fortified by all the in
signia of outward piety." And, since the 
fair cannot be visited on Sunday, the 
visitor starts through the city to form 
an acquaintance with some of these 
good people. Before fairly entering the 
thronged streets he sees the glittering 
sign of a saloon, and, perhaps, hears the 
carousals of debauchery within. While 
this shakes his exalted ideas of Chicago a 
little, he is ready to excuse it by thinking 
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he is fallen into one of the worst places in 
the city, a little section as yet unreclaimed 
from its gross corruption, so he passes on. 

As he rounds the next corner, another 
like spectacle of a slum stands out before 
him; a little later, a gambler allures this 
unsuspecting innocent into his net, and 
draws from him his hard-earned money. 
By this time his eyes are beginning to be 
opened to the situation, and he secures a 
copy of the Saturday Daily News, and is 
perfectly horrified to read its bold attacks 
on the immoralities of the city. He is 
dazed as he reads about the crime on 
every hand, and his sensibilities are 
fairly paralyzed as he still further reads 
that the City Council is in connivance 
with these agents of lawlessness, and that 
the reputable citizen cannot be stirred to 
the importance of going to the polls to 
vote "the rascals out." 

Would such a spectacle make a very 
favorable impression on the visitor, from 
the Old World, who had not accepted 
Christ? And yet, such is the condition of 
Chicago to-day. With a saloon at every 
turn; with debauchery and vice on every 
hand; with the grossest corruptions right 
in the very council chamber of the great 
city's lawmakers; and with public senti
ment so sleepy on the subject, that some of 
tho Chicago papers claim that they cannot 
arouse the people to the gravity of the 
situation, does it look· much as though 
the whole city could be made a model of 
primitive Christianity before the opening 
of the Exposition in 1893 ? 

Perhaps the exigencies of the situation 
will suggest to some one, the idea of cen
tering all the great evangelists here, to 
take the city by storm. But Mr. Moody 
has been working here for a long time, 
and what he has been able to accomplish 
would only be like taking a drop from 
the great ocean of crime. The renowned 
Messrs. Jones and Small worked here for 
some time, but did not seem to make any 
perceptible impression on the wickedness 
of this modern Sodom. The famous 
"Boy Preacher," Harrison, tried his 
evangelistic skill on the wicked city, and 
only a few of its swarming inhabitants 
seemed to know he was here. While we 
would very seriously question whether any 
good cvmes out of the kind of work done 
by some of 'the al)ove named gentlemen, 
it is true that they, together with many 
evangelists of lesser ·note, beside the great 
army of resident ministers, have been 
working away on Chicago for "Lol these 
many years," and still the great crimes 
go on. 

In. the face of all this, is it not the 
greatest conceivable vagary for a minister 
to think and talk of having Chicago, in 
so short a space of time, wholly within 
the fold of Christ? If it could be done 
why do not the ministers who believe 
that way, plan to do it without waiting 
for the Exposition ? If it could be done, 
is. not the minister committing sin who 

waits for a great fair to move him to ac
tion? But, personally, I have as much 
faith in the idea that Sodom could have 
been converted, as I have in the con
version of Chicago. Bnt so great is this 
Sunday-law panacea for all moral ills, that 
its advocates would say by their actions 
and words, " Only give us a lever by 
which we can close the Exposition on 
Sunday, and Chicago is instantly trans
formed into a city of saints." 

In regard to some of their plans, to 
secure such would-be benefits for Chicago, 
I will speak in another letter. 

A. 0. TAIT. 

The State Cannot Be Relig.ous. 

IT is affirmed by those who demand 
religious legislation, that God requires 
from all nations, an acknowledgment of 
his supreme authority, in recognition of 
his prospering care over them, on the 
ground that they are the creatures of 
God, and therefore stand in the same 
relation to him morally, as human beings. 
But, if nations ought to acknowledge God's 
authority over them, solely on account of 
being his creatures, then all created beings 
should certainly be required to do the 
same. Such a rule, however, presents one 
very formidable objection, which briefly 
stated is this:· Any outward acknowledg
ment of Deity, is a form of worship ren
dered in recognition of moral responsi
bility; and any form of worship is a 
devotional, or religious act. But every 
religious act must, of necessity, spring 
from some preconceived opinion regard
ing religious doctrine, which requires a 
certain degree of intelligence. 

It does not follow, then, that because 
some existing thing is a creature of God, 
it is therefore charged with moral re
sponsibility. Not only does this require 
intelligence, but a high order of intelli
gence. It is true that any person, who 
has mental power enough to entertain 
distinct ideas of a Supreme Being, may 
recognize his moral obligations to that 
extent that he will reverently worship 
God; but it will readily be conceded, that 
there are those, such as idiots and insane 
persons, who are not capable of exercising 
this high privilege, and yet no one will 
deny that they are God's creatures. There 
is still a larger class of God's cr.eatures
beasts, birds, and reptiles-that have no 
visible form of worship in recognition of 
the source of their being, because they are 
not possessed of that order of intelligence 
by which alone, the Creator is recognized 
as an object of worship, love, and obedi
ence. 

The recognition of God, therefore, and 
of accountability to him, require not only 
a distinct intellectual faculty, but that of 
a high order. Where, in a government, 
shall this faculty, this intelligence, be 
found? In order that there may be a gov
ernmental recognition of God, it is nee-

essary that what is thus held to be the 
government, shall be a distinct entity, a 
personality, possessing an intelligence of 
as high an order, and as real, as that which 
is found in each individual soul. Where, 
then, we ask again, is there in a gov
ernment any such intelligent personality 
as is thus shown to be essential ? Tliere 
is no such thing; there never was any f'!Uch 
thing, and there never can be any such 
thing. 

While it may be freely admitted that 
God asks human intelligences to individ
ually acknowledge him as the source of 
their existence and happiness, the fore
going clearly shows that there is no 
ground for the assertion that a nation 
is a moral being, simply because it is or.e of 
God's creatures. We do not, however, ad
mit the proposition that nations are, prop
erly speaking, creatures of God; but could 
it be positively shown that nations are 
the direct creatures of God, it would in no 
wise follow that they, a::J such, are there
fore capable of recognizing moral obliga
tion, which requires special intelligence 
of, and full belief in, a personal Supreme 
Being. Nations being only polit.ica.l bodies 
of men, a portion of whQm are in doubt 
upon the question of a personal God, it 
cannot. be truly said· that any whole na
tion entertains such a belief. It may be 
contended that, because a majority of those 
in a nation do believe in a personal God, 
that is, therefore, the faith of the nation. 
But such a claim does not change the facts 
of the case. Since the majority in a na
tion cannot bear moral responsibility for 
the minority, they cannot represent their 
religious belief or moral standing. Then, 
just in proportion as the individuals who 
constitute the nation personally fail to 
truly recognize God, the nation itself is 
lacking in that particular, and no ma
jority representation can make it other
wise. 

The truth of the matter is, that while 
each person in the world is a living and 
conscious moral unit, no collection of 
such units, however large, or in whatever 
manner related to each other, can possibly 
transfer their personal, moral obligations 
to the political body, and thus make it a 
moral person. This idea holds even in 
the Church of God. There, the standing 
of one member in no way represents the 
standing of another. One member cannot 
worship for any one else, neither does the 
fact that he is enrolled as a member with · 

· others who have genuine faith in the 
tenets of the Church, ensure him salvation 
with the others, except he has a personal, 
living faith for himself. Then, if the 
Church, which was instituted for purely 
moral purposes, cannot unite into one, the 
moral units of its organization, how muc11 
less can a nation do it which is established 
on an entirely different basis, and for a 
wholly different purpose. 

Every one in a nation may have as 
much personal faith in God, as the mem-
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bers of a church, but that does not, there
fore, constitute the nation a moral being. 
Only the personal units are, or can be 
so held, an;d these, only because they are 

· individu,ally accountable to God's moral 
law. Thuf3, we read: "Now we know that 
what things soeve;r the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law, that every 
mouth rna¥ be stopped, and all the world 
may beco:l?e guilty before God." Rom. 
3: 1.9. 

Th!3 words of the prophet are often 
referred to, in vindication of the idea that 
nations are moral persons: " The nation 
and kingdom that will not s~ve thee, 
shall perish." But this text proves noth
ing· of the kind. We read in 2 Kings, 
9: s, .. also, that: "The whole house of 
Ah!l'b shall perish; " but that certainly 
does not show that the house of Ahab 
was a p~rsonality composing a moral 
being, distinqt from the individuals who 
fotwed the household. It could mean 
nothing more than that the persons who 
?on:iposed Ahab's household were to per
Ish because they were all guilty of wrong. 
But God never punishes any one for the 
sins of another, even though he may be 
connMted: with a guilty party, by familv 
or national ties. The assurance of this is 
found in the words, " The soul that ;in
neth, it shall die." So, if only one of a 
nation's ~epresentatives were found right
eous, while all the others were guilty, the 
one righteous person would be preserved, 
because of his individual integrity, while 
the others would be made to suffe1 for 
their individual sins only. 

The apostle has positively stated that 
"eyery one of us shall give account of 
himself to God." Rom. 14: 12. This 
being true, it follows that no one can do 
mo;re than to answer for his own conduct 

' 
at the bar of God. In other words since 

-~ ' ' 
every one answers for. himself, no one 
will be re,quired to answer for him. · It is 
therefore' plain that the only moral ac
countability which God recognizes, is 
thq,t of individuals. Then, when men 
act in the capacity of statesmen, and 
administer the affairs of government, 
the incumbent of one department, cannot 
be held responsible for the wrongs which 
he. does not sanction, and which may 
be done in another department with which 
he . has had no connection. On the same 
principle, no government, as a whole, 
can be held morally responsible for the 
actions of even a majority of its represent
atives. It matters not, therefore, with 
what body a man may be connected, that 
body is not responsible for his individual 
acts. It therefore follows, that if nations 
are not morally holden, as such, they can 
have no conscience, and of course, no re
lig~on, and have, therefore, no right to 
meddle with matters of religion. 

J. 0. CORLISS. 

More about the "Civil Sabbath." 

THE argument for the "civil Sabbath" 
rests on the false distinction made between 
the spiritual intent of the Sabbatic insti
tution, and the physical, social, and intel
lectual good derived from it. It is said 
that ''God gave the Sabbath for a religious 
purpose-for the spiritual good of his 
children, and because it pleases him to 
have them meet and worship him-and 
with this of course the civil law can have 
nothi~g to do; but as it is discovered by 
experwnce that a great physical social 
and intellectual good, to the people, is de~ 
rived from keeping the Sabbath, therefore 
~he State. ~ay enforce such Sabbath keep
Ing for mv1l reasons." -

Th~s argument rests first, upon the dis
tinction made between the divine and 
~uman intent of the Sabbath; but secondly, 
It rests upon the assumption that the gov
ernment is the proper guardian of the 
physical and social good of its subjects. 

Regarding this assumption, it is only 
necessary here to remark, that the mo
ment the government commits itself to 
such a guardianship, there is no logical 
stopping place this side of a complete su
pervision of the eating, bathing, sleeping, 
and dressing of all its subjects. 

To say nothing of the expense and 
inconvenience of running such a govern
ment, and of the intolerable interference 
of the government officials with the sa
cred privacy of family life, it has been 
proven by experience, that such paternal 
guardianship on the part of the govern
ment, tends directly to produce, on the 
~art of the people, a corresponding child
Ish dependence. Thus, by keeping the 
mass of the people in perpetual 0hildhood 
and throwing all the care and responsi~ 
bility. of their welfare on a few persons, 
the distance, between the governing and 
the governed, is perpetually widened, and 
the tenden~y is directly toward monarchy 
and despotism. It need not be said that 
nothing could be more utterly subv~rsive 
of all the principles of democracy and 
freedom than this. 

Our Sunday laws in tl1e States are relics 
of a barbarous past. And the clamor of the 
National Deformers, and the anti-American 
~abbath U~1ion, for national Sunday law's, 
IS the askmg of our Nation to commit 
itself to a theory of government which 
logically includes all the despotism and 
oppression so terribly illustrated by the 
bloody past. But, now for this distinction 
between the spiritual interest and the 
physical and social good of the Sabbath. 

Mr. L. C. Inglis, in his paper, read 
at the Washington Convention, of the 
American Sabbath Union, declared that, 
"practically this is a distinction without 
a difference." 

Thus the very foundation of their whole 
" civil Sabbath" theory was declared false 
by one of their own speakers on their ow~ 
platform; and as the disth1ct.lon is false 

' 

it is therefore admitted that all "civil 
Sabbath" legislation is in reality religious 
legislation. 

Perhaps the fallacy of this distinction 
may be best prqven by showing that it 
would apply equally well to all the other 
commandments in the decalogue; and that . 
as the law contains the whole duty of man 
(Eccl. 12: 13), therefore, by the same 
method of reasoning, all religious and 
moral duties could be enforced by law 
for civil reasons. Take the first com~ 
mandment for illustration: "Thon shalt 
have no other Gods before me."· 

It is well known that most terrible wars 
and untold misery, have been inflicted b; 
the nations upon themselves and one an
other, because of different gods or dif
ferent views of the same God. In fact, 
very much of the war and bloodshed of 
the past is traceable to the violation of 
the first commandment. 

The very reason God gave that first 
commandment, was, not that he had a 
desir~ to be worshiped, but that by 
teachmg all men to look up to the one God 
an~ Creator as their father, he might 
mute them all into one peaceful family of 
brothers and sisters, instead of having the 
world divided into hostilE! sects and 
nations. 

Why not, then, for civil reasons that is 
f ' ' or the welfare and peace of the State 
establish the worship of the one God and 
carefully descri_be by law the charact~r of 
this God, and state definitely what shall 
pertain to his worship ? In other words 
why not establish a national religion at 
once, and enforce it ? 

Take· the second commandment as an
other illustration. From violating the 
first commandment, men have been led 
onward to the violation of the second, and 
all the others of the ten. 

yYhy not, then, for civil reasons prohibit 
all Image worship, and all violation of any 
other of the commandments ? for the 
same principle is involved throughout. 
This is the very way people have always 
reasoned when they have established State 
religions. 

"W ll" " h · e , says one, w yiS not the reason-
ing good ? If all this good will come from 
a unity of faith and practice, why not en
force such unity?" Simply be.cause it can
not be done; it is utterly beyond_ the 
power of the State. The State miO"ht as 
well legislate to enforce an eclipse ~f the 
moon once a week. 

In the Middle Ages, they attempted to 
enforce such a unity of faith and practice. 
~hey compelled whole tribes to be bap
tized, and to receive the eucharist. No 
one will, to-day, claim that those poor 
unfortunates really partook of the eucha
rist, far less that they experienced any 
of that union of feeling that comes from 
a real participation in that sacred or
dinance. 

Later, victorious Christian (?) kings 
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drove hoards of the conquered barbarians 
through the rivers of their blood-stained 
lands to baptize them, and yet they were 
unbaptized still, as all must admit who 
have any true idea of bap.tism. 

A glimmer of this truth seemed to dawn 
upon the minds of the bigoted Sj)aniards, 
who, after compelling the Moors to be 
baptized, decided that they were still non
Christian (i. e. unbaptized) dogs, and that 
they mu'St therefore be exterminated. 

This distinction between the spiritual 
intent, and the civil benefit of the law of 
God, rests ·on a false and arbitrary idea of 
God's government. It assumes that the 
pleasure of God is to domineer over his 
creatures, and if in obedience to such arbi
trary rules, there comes any benefit to the 
people, well and good. On the contrary, 
the highest pleasure of God, is the pleasure 
and welfare of all his creatures. There 
is nothing arbitrary in all God's govern
ment. A thing is not right or wrong 
simply because God said so; but God says 
so because it is so. 

There are certain principles, which in 
the very nature of things, in all the uni
verse of God, must tend to the happiness 
of all intelligent beings, and there are 
other principles which tend to their mis
ery. Of the first, God said, "Thou shalt," 
and of the second, '· Thou shalt not." 
Thus, all God's law rests in his love for his 
creatures, and in his desire for their hap
piness and well-being>· but this law can 
not be enforced by the civil power, and 
any attempt to thus enforce it upon the 
people, tends, and in all history has tended, 
to their misery and ill-being, and is, there
fore, utterly subversive of the designs of 
God's law and government. 

By this it is seen that the same argu
ment that upholds the so-called "civil 
Sunday," would carry the nation to any 
lengths into the iniquitous labyrinths of 
religious legislation and persecution. 

G. E. FIFIELD. 

OUR friends who are exercised over the 
question of a Sunday law in California 
are in a great strait. They want a Sun
day law, but they know that the people of 
Califo:r.nia will not listen to any talk of 
religious legislation, and so their per
plexity is to have the observance of Sun
day enforced, and at the same time not let 
the people know that any religious legisla
tion is going on. The California Chris
tian Advocate says of the Sunday ques
tion: " It must be brought before the 
country as a civil measure, yet in such a 
way· as not to secularize the .day." Just 
so. We have all heard of the hunter who 
aimed at an animal so as to hit it if it was 
a deer, and to miss it if it was a calf. It 
is somewhat amusing to see our friends 
attempt this feat on the Sunday question. 
-Signs of the Times. 
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A Lawyer's View of the Nature of 
Sunday Laws. 

iN his b1·ief in the well-known King 

case, recently passed upon by the Supreme 
Court of Tennessee, Col. T. E. Richard

son, attorney for the plaintiff in error, 
gave the following history of the law 
nnder which Mr. King was indicted:-

The only statutes on the subject will be 
found in the act of 1741, enacted by His 
Excellency, Gabriel Johnson, Esq.,. Gov
ernor, by and with the consent of His 
Majesty's council, and General Assembly 
of the province of North Carolina; and is 
as follows:-

Whereas, in well-regulated governments effectual 
care is always taken that the day set apart for 
pTiblic worship be observed and kept holy, all and 
every person or persons whatsoever shall, on the 
Lord's day, commonly called Sunday, carefully 
apply themselves to the duties of religion and 
piety; and no tradesman, artificer, laborer, or other 
person whatsoever, shall upon the land or water, 
do or exercise any labor, business, or work of their 
ordinary callings-works of necessity and charity 
only, excepted-nor employ themselves either in 
hunting, fishing, or fowling, nor use any game, 
sport, or play, on the Lord's day aforesaid, or any 
part thereof, upon pain that any person so offend
ing, being of the age of fourteen years and upwards, 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents. All and every Justice and Jus
tices of the Peace, within his or their respective 
counties, shall have full power and authority to 
convene before him or them, any person or persons 
who shall offend in any of the particulars before 
mentioned, in his or their hearing, or on other legal 
conviction of any such offense, and to impose the 
said fine or penalty for the same. See laws of 
Tennessee, Scott's E~ition, Vol. 1, page 55. 

This act was passed when the church 
was a part of the State-when there was 
a State religion. Its purpose was that 
Sunday should be kept holy. After the 
Revolution, this act seems to have been 
retained amongst the statutes of North 
Carolina, as well as incorporated in the 
laws of Tennessee. And in 1803, after 
the admission of Tennessee, as a State, into 
the Union, the Legislature passed an act 
entitled as follows:-

An act riwre effectually to prevent the profana
tion of the Lord's day, commonly called the Sab
bath. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly. of the State 
of Tennessee, that if any merchant, artificer, trades
man, farmer, or any other person shall be guilty 
of doing or exercising any of the common avoca
tions of life or causing or permitting the same to be 
done, by his, her, or their children or servants, acts 
of real necessity or charity excepted, on the Lord's 
day, commonly called Sabbath, such person or 
persons on due conviction thereof bef0re any Jus
tice of the Peace within the county where such 
offense shall be committed, shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of three dollars, one-half to the person 
who shall sue for the same, the other half for the 
use of the county wherein such recovery may be 
had. This act was passed November 3, 1803. See 
laws of Tennessee, Scott's Edition, Vol. 1, page 795; 
also Car. & Nich., Art. "Sabbath," pages 638, 639. 

Can there be any doubt that the act of 
1741 was passed to favor and promote 
Christianity, and also the interests of the 
Church of England? then the religion 
and Church of the State. Is it not equally 
plain that the act of 1803 was passed to 
promote and give preference to the Cliris
tian religion? that it was passed to pre
vent the profanation of a day sacred to 
certain persons claiming to be members of 
the Christian Church, or of certain sects 
of Christians ? This Court knows histor-

. ically, if not judicially, of the wonderful 
revivals and wide-spread religious excite
ment in the year 1800. They created a 
deep and lasting impression upon the peo
ple. They prevailed most extensively 
throughout the States of Kentucky and 
Tennessee. They were conducted princi
pally by the Presbyterians and Methodists, 
and the power and influence then obtained 
by the latter, are felt and seen to the pres
ent time. 

That the act of 1803 was the result of 
those revivals, and passed in obedience to 
the behests of those churches and to. con
form to their religious views, no one can 
doubt. That the law was enacted to com
pel the observance of Sunday in conform
ity with their tenets, and to coerce the 
conscience of all persons who might differ 
with those sects, can be denied by no can
did mind. 

By those acts exclusive jurisdiction was 
given to Justices of the Peace, to try, and 
punish those who violate their provisions. 
For nearly a century no member of the 
Bar or .Bench ever dreamed or held that 
the Circuit Courts of the State, had juris
diction over the offense, as created by 
those acts. 

For a half century or more after the 
passage of the act of 1803, it was re
garded as the expression of earnest but 
fanatical zeal, and was allowed to fall into 
" innocuous desuetude." It is the fit 
instrument of petty persecution, and has 
been seldom used, even by the most ear
nest of zealots. 

To the credit of the Christian people of 
the State, it can be truly said, they have 
generally scorned to use such means of 
persecution or coercion. 



PEERLESS. HYCIENIC. 
Freedom and grace of motion cannot be ob

tained by :those wearing a stiff corset. 
Thousand!! of sensible women have laid aside 

their CO\"Sets and now wear our perfect substitute, 
-"Madame Saiisbury'speerless corset waist," or the 
hygiene b9dice, pel'fect fitting, graceful, yet 
healthful. · · 

LADY CANVASSERS 
"!' • - ) 

Mai<e $5, to $8 pei· day selling our corsets, shoul
der braces, skirt supporting bustles, etc., send two 
cent stamp for illustrated pamphlet "How to 
Dress Healthfully." · 

LADIE)S' ARTISTIC DRESS IMPR. CO., 
Z'l Barbour.St., BA=LE CREEK, Micn. 

;_':;.___._ ~---~-----·-·- ------------------~ 

·rHE AMEI~ICAN SENTINEL. 

TEN LECTURES 
ON 

NASAL CATARRH 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

JJiedieal SUJJerintendent of the Largest Medicctl and Surgi(xtl 
Sanitarium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis
r.iece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
Illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

NEW EDITIONS 

247 

HEALTH FOOD CRACKERS 
HKALTH produces wealth; and good health can 

not be made of poor materiai. The agitation of 
this health question for some years in the past 

I hascr~t;;:;~d;~L FOODS, 

in the manufacture of which we have for the past 
ten years been engaged. The demand having col!
stantly increased, we have found it necessary to 
greatly increase our facilities by the addition of 

I 
new and the latest improved machinery, etc. We 
are now well equipped, and prepared to fill ail 
orders, and to extend our business int~ new fields. 

Our Foods and Crackers are made from the 
choicest grains and are strictly pure, justly en
titling them to the name above given. 

SAMPLE PACKACES 
Of assorted Health Food Crackers sent post-paid 
on receipt of fifty cents. ·write for descriptive 
eircular and price list to 

Health Food Company, 
163 WEST MAIN ST., 

Battle Creek, Mich. 
-------------------

"fHE s.EN]INEL LI_BR~R;Y c· IVIL COVE· RNMENT AND RELI.C10N 
A Semi-monthly P~:.~bhcatton - . ( 

THE BEST 

DUPLICATINC 
FOR USE WITH 

INKS 

'' CYCLOSTYLE," ''MIMEOGRAPH," 
'' COPYGRAPH." Devoted to the defense of 

And' the Pr~servation of the 

UNITED. STAT.ES PONSTITUTION 
AS JT IS • 

. TERMS, 75 CENTS PER YEAR. 

--o--
The following numbers are now ready, and will 

be .. sent to any address post-paid on receipt of 
price:-

No.1 

No.2 
No.3 

No.4 

No.5 

No.jj 

No.7 

No. B 
No.9 
No.10 

No. 11 

No.12 
No.13 

No.14 
No.15 

No.16 

No.17 

No.18 

The Natioital Refonned Const-itut-ion. 
Price, 3 cents. 

Re!igious·Libe.-ty. Price, 1 cent. 
EVils of Religious Legislation. Price, 

1 cent. 
The Blair Sunday Rest Bill. Price, 
. 7.cents. 
T}J,e Blair Educational Amendment. 

Price, 3 cents. 
Plfrity of National Religion. Price, 

lcent. 
Nq,tional Refornt and Rights of Con-

science. Price, 2 cents. 
The American Papacy. J>rice, 2 cents. 
The Salem Witchcraft. Price, 1 cent. 
National Reform is Church and State. 
. Price, 2 cents. 

What Think Ye of Christ? Price, 1 
cent. 

.pold and Base Avowal. Price, 2 cents. 
The National Reform Movement an 

Absurdity. Price, 2 cents. 
The Republic of Jgrael. Price, 1 cent. 
National Reformed Presbyterianism. 

Price, 4 cents. 
A Lutheran View of the National Re

form Movement. Price, 8 cents. 
Religion and the Public Schools. Price, 

4 cents. 
The Na/?ional Sunday Law. Price, 

25 cents. 
No. 19 Rev. W. F. Crafts Against the Editors 

of The American Sentinel. Price, 10 
.cents. 

No. 20 

No. 21 

No. 22 

·No.23 
No. 24 

No.25 

No. 26 

No.28 

No. 29 

No. 30 

No. 31 

A dress: 

Romanism and Civil Liberty. Price, 4 
cents. 

Why We Oppose Religious Legi.•lation. 
Price, 3 cents. 

The American Sabbath Union and 
Human Rights. Price, 1 ceut. 

A Civil Sunday Holiday. Price, 1 cent. 
Blavr's Sunda1f Rest Bill and Joint 

Resolution, tntroduced Decembe.· 9, 
1889. (Exact copies, with notes). 
Price, 1 cent. 

Civil Government and the Decalogue. 
Price, 1 cent. 

National Refor:m Success Means Relig
ious Per~cution. Price, 1 cent. 

A Rel.igious Political Movement. Price, 
1 cent. 

Arvuments on the Bt·eckinridge Sun
~ Bill. The Object and Price of 
E:~;emption Clauses. Price, 10 cents. 

A. Civil Sabbath. What It Amounts to. 
Price, 1 cent, 

Union of Church and State. What 
Constitutes Such a Union t Price, 1 c. 

Paclfic.Press Publishing Co., 
. OAKLAND, OAT.. 

QR. Atlantic Tract Society, 
43 BoND STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 

. IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 

By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEr •. 

Or any Duplicating Process in which a Stencil 
is. used, are the 

Celebrated "Redding Inks." 
S ' t I L • 1 p 1 • d F ' b 1 They Dry Fast, will not Blur nor Clog the sten-Crlp ura' og•ca' aln, an ore• e. dl,DryorHardenonRollerorPallet,andal"ein 

THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST every way 
BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE A SUPERIOR ARTICLE. 

BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 

CHAP. I outlines vividly the relation that existed betweeu "Christianity and the Roman Empire." 
CRAP. II distinguishes between "What is due to God and what to Coosar." . 
CRAP. III shows for what purpose the" Powers that Be" are ordained. 
CRAP. IV ably discusses "The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who Are Making it." 
CRAP. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now 

pending in Congress. 
CHAP. VI is devoted to the "Sunday-Law movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the 

Nineteenth." 
Chap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when tbey are euforced. 

These chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States 
which are prmted in Appendices C and D, make this treatise INlliSPENSABLE TO EVERY LOVER OF 
OIVIIJ AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

CIVIL 00VERNMENT AND RELIC ION 
Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 

German, 228 Pages, Price; 35 Cents. 

MILLIONS OF COPIES 

25 Cents; and in 

Should be Placed in the Hands of Thin king People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position 
American Citizens should Sustain Toward the Effort now on Foot to 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 

Secure Religious Legislation. Address, 

PACI.:IC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YoRK, 

COOD FOR ALL TIME! 

JHE NATIONAl SUNDAY LAW 
THIS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHT'\ OF 

AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY· 
REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, DECEmBER 13, 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
And Mr. Jones' comments make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would 

have been without Senator Blaii·~s interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied with ans"'ers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday quesUon is 
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to ail classes, especially Legislators, lawyers, 
judges, and other public men. The argument is based on Scripture and history, constitution and 
law, showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of 
the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
AND THE 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

The l'vlethods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, 
and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 

for the United States. 

The Work Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c. 

Send for it! Read it! Send it to Your Friends! 
Address all Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 

Olt OAKLAND, CAl.. ' 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

Send for Price Lists and Samples of Work Done 
with these Inks. 

REDDINC INK CO., 
43 BoNn STREET, NEW YoRK. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 

Neat, cheap, serviceable. They perfectly secure 
pen or pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall 
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at
tached to any part of tl1eclothing. A smail invest
ment will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. 

No. 1 
No.2 
No.3 
No.4 

PRICES. 

Russ\a leather, for 2 pens 
" " 3 " 

metal back, 2 pens, 
" 3 " 

No. 5 Sealskin, for 2 pens, 
No.6 H a H 

No. 7 Russia Leather, for 4 pens 
No. 8 Sealskin, " 4 " 

lOc. 
15c. 
15c. 
20c. 
15c. 
25c. 
25c. 
40c. 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. We guarantee 
these pockets superior in every particular to sim
ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much 
higher prices. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BoND STREET. NEW YoRK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

.DO YOU 
USE A. FOUNTAIN PEN? 

Then you need the COMBINED INK 

BOTTLE AND PEN FILLER, consisting 

of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a 

pen 8 or 10 times, with a P;tent Rubber 

Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neat 

wooden case with a screw top, making 

the safest, most complete, compact, and 

convenient article for the use of travel

ing men and others now extant. Weighs 

when filled with ink less than three 

ounces. 

Imitation Rose-wood case, 

Real Box-wood, " 

Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 

Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO., 

25c. 
50c. 

43 BoNn STREET, NEW YonK. 
On OAKLAND, CAL. 



248 TI=IE AMERICAN SENTINEL. VoL. 5, No. 31. 

NEW YORK, AUGUST 7, 1890 .. 

NOTE.-Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able ;ule 1t. send .out no papers without pay in advance, except 
,by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
'for it simply bec:oause they take it from the post-office. 

' THE Press, of this city, suggests that 
:when lightning struck the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, one Saturday·night, it was 
doubtless trying to open the door, so that 
working people could get into the museum 
on Sunday. 

ON July 8, Senator Sherman prese.nted · 
in the Senate, petitions "numerously 
stgned," from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,. 
Maine, Pennsylvania, New York, Iowa, 
Kansas, Vermont, and Michigan, praying 
for an acknowledgment of Almighty God, 
and the Christian religion, in the Constitu
tion of the United States. The petitions 
were referred to the Committee on Judic
iary. 

JUDGE PENNYPACKER, of Philadelphia, 
in the case of an appeal from the justice 
court, by William R. Waldman, a barber, 
convicted and fined for Sunday-shaving, 
has affirmed the conviction with a long 
opinion, in which he bases his affirmance 
upon a law of 1794, which provides a fine 
of four dollars "for the performance of 
any worldly employment on the Lord's 
day, commonly called Sunday." 

A CALIFORNIA paper, the Citrograph, 
notes the fact that Congress is being 
flooded with petitions for the closing of 
the Chicago World's Fair, on Sunday, 
and says: " Should this be done, hundreds 
of thousands of workers will be debarred 

·from visiting the exposition. These Sun
day-closing-petition signers can visit the 
exhibition any day they like; but the poor 
laborer, the workingman whose daily toil 
just suffices to keep his family going, 
must either be debarred from seeing the 
sights of the fair altogether or go on 
Sunday. We certainly hope Congress 
wili totally ignore these petitioRs. To do 
otherwise :will be to work a great hardship 
on the toilers of Chicago and vicinity." 

JusT now, Cardinal Gibbons is in bad 
odor with the Mail and Express, because 
he has said that he is in favor of opening 
museums and art galleries on Sunday, and 
that "apart from such religious exercises 
as each man's conscience may impose upon 
him, the day should be given up to such 
recreations as contribute to the physical, 
mental, and moral benefit and enjoyment 
of the people." "His position," says the 

Mail and Express, "is thoroughly con
sistent with the practices of his church. 

In Romanist countries Sunday is 
usually a day of shows, and general dissi: 
pation. The priests are satisfied, if the 
people go to mass in the morning, and 
to confession occasionally, to have them 
desecrate the Sabbath in any way they 
please." The gentleman who presides 
over the destinies of the Mail and Express, 
would be satisfied with nothing less than 
the devoting of the whole of Sunday to 
religious exercise and spiritual meditation, 
saving that he would probably allow am
ple time, for those who could afford it, to 
enjoy the usual Sunday dinner. 

THE Methodists of Utah have adopted a 
strong resolution warning the people of 
the United States against Mormonism; and 
declaring that the radical cure for what 
they call the new and dangerous form of 
Mormon rebellion, is to be looked for 
largely in the pending legislation in 
Congress. Commenting upon this a sec
ular. paper remarks, that in this they 
"appear to have fallen into an error in 
the language, at least, of their resolution. 
The resolution condemns Mormonism. 
But the Government of the United States 
has no war to wage against Mormonism. 
Apart from polygamy, the rights of the 
Mormon Church in this country do not 
differ from those of any other church." . 

Now that the national Government has 
taken charge of the landing of immigrants 
at New York, a writer in the Mail and 
Express is anxious that Congress should 
regulate the time of departure of steam
ships from foreign ports, so that they · 
should not arrive and disembark their 
passengers here on Sunday. He thinks that 
if the national Government would notify 
steamship companies that after a· given 
date immigrants would not be allowed to 
land on Sunday, there would be no trouble 
in obtaining compliance with such a regu
lation. "This when accomplished,".he ex
claims, "will be another point gained in 
favor of Sabbath observance." How nu
merous, and how wonderful are the ways in 
which it is sought to commit Congress to 
Sunday legislation! 

REFERRING to the fact that the Gov
ernment has been for years granting 
money to various denominations, for the 
education of certain Indians, the World 
asks: "What busines.$ has the United 
States to engage in religious proselyting 
of the Indians, when its policy towards 
them for a hundred years has been rob
bery and extinction ? " Only one answer 
can be given, namely, that the United 
States has no business whatever to en
gage in any such work. If the Govern
ment had let the Teligious education of 
the Indians alone altogether, it is highly 
prooable ·that they would have received 

more and better religious instruction than 
they have received; In that case, men 
and women having a genuine missionary 
spirit would !taye been sent among them, 
who would have labored from love of 
souls, instead E>f love for uncle Sam's 
dollars. The g:r~atest service that civil 
government 'aan possibly do gt)nuine 
Christianity; is tG> let religio:us instruction · 
and religious questions severely alone. 

THE Central American correspondent 
of the New York Sun, says: "A move
ment is going on in all the five republics 
to close the shops and stores on Sundays. 
The markets· and establishments where 
provisions are sold, will be opened during 
a certain part of the day.'J Although the 
Roman Catholic Church has been dises
tablished in Central America, yet, that is 
the fol'm of religion quite universally es
poused by the ruling classes; it is not 
likely to be difficult there, therefore, to 
obtain a formal observance of Sunday, 
enforced by law. To all who are experi
mentally acquainted, however, with Cen
tral American life and manners, such a 
"movement" presents itself as a grim 
sarcasm on tho mock Christianity of this 
whole politico-legal hypocrisy. 

THE Christian Inquirer, a Baptist pa
per of this city, says:-

The Bible is the creed of Protestants. In this 
day when there is so much attention paid to con
fessions of faith, and so much said about a revision 
of creeds, the Church needs to swing back to the 
Bible as the supreme authority of doctrine and 
life, creed and conduct. Our battle will be shorter, 
sharper, more conclusive, and our victory surer and 
more glorious when we meet the hosts of infidelity, 
Romanism, and all sorts of falsehood and wicked. 
ness, with the Bible only, in our hands. Our appeal 
must be to the Book l Every doctrine of men 
must be brought to the test of God's word. If it be 
of God it will stand; if not, it will perish, and 
ought to 17erish. 

That is good; the Bible ought to be iu 
fact, as it is in theory, the creed of Prot
estants. But how about forcing "the 
creed of Protestants" upon everybody by 
the .power of the State ? And if Protest
ants are indeed willing to bring every
thing to the test of the Bible, and if they 
believe that everything that is of God 
will stand, why do they seek to have 
some so-called Christian institutions bol
stered up by civil laws? 
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TilE Czar seems to be determined that 
Russia shali be a "'Christian" country, 
even if he has to drive eve:ry Jew out of 
the empire to accomplish that result. A 
ukase has just· been issued, which practi
cally condemns about a miflion Jews to 
choose between ·exile and the endurance of 
intolerable . persecution, merely because 
they do not agree with this miserable des
pot in his religious views and practices. 

----····----
\VE are told that being without a State 

church, we are a Godless Nation. But 
the religious life of · a nation does 
not depend upon the alli~nce of the 
church with the secular power. Chris
tianity achieved its noblest work while 
untrammelled with the golden fetters of 
the State. If the religion of Jesus has 
not sufficient vitality to stand, independent 
of State patronage, then let it fall.-Rev. 
Joseph Glasson. 

----·....-·-----~ 

'fHE Leader (Baptist) of May 29, pub
lished ah • account of a Baptist Bible
reading Conference at San Bernardino. 
As at Oakland, Dr. Read conducted the 
Bible-reading on "The Lord's Day." 
His arguments on this we have previously 
noticed. At the close, the observance of 
the. day, a:r:td the "civil sabbath," WE)re 
touched upon. The report in the Leade1· 
said:~ 

How shall we observe the Lord's day~ What
ever brings you nearer to Christ is right; whatever 
leads you f!J,rther away from him is wrong. 

If the Sunday newspaper puts you in a more de
votional frame of mind, then read it. 

Now, as to· the ~ivil sabbath, all that we can 
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consistently ask is protection in our own observ
ance. If a band of music persists in playing 
near us whil!l at ·our worship and disturbs the. 
quiet of the day to l'!S, we can appeal for protec
tion to the civil authorities, but if they go off in 
some canon to themselves we cannot consistently 
call for any enactments to prohibit them. I am in 
favor of the Sunday closing of saloons, but only 
on the condition that they close all the time, for 
they are a nuisance anywhere, any time, and all 
the time. The enactment of laws based on simple 
Christian commands savors too much of the spirit 
that martyred the early Baptists in New England. 
It leads to union of Church and State. The only 
recourse ·for Christians is to suffer for Christ. 

Would that all Baptists and Christians 
held such sound principles.-Signs of the 
Times. 

An Alarming Situation. 

IN tlw Smnte of the United States, July 
24, there was the most important debate 
that has been conducted in Congress, not 
only during this particular Congress, but 
for years. And yet we fear that very 
few people in the United' States will know 
of it or will see in it particular import. 
The debate arose on the Indian Appropria
tion Bill, ~hich had passed the House, and 
was now to be considered in the Senate, 
and the particular point in debate was the 
consideration of the two following items. 
We quote from the record :-

The Presiding Officer. The reading of the bill 
will proceed. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next 
amendment of the Committee on Appropriations, 
was, on page 60, to strike out the clause from 
line 19 to line 21, inclusive, as follows:-

For support and education of sixty Indian pupils 
at St. Joseph's Normal School at Rensselaer, Indiana, 
$8,330. 

Mr. Dawes. I ask unanimous consent that that 
amendment and the next one may be considered 
together, for the same reasons. 

The Presiding Officer. The next amendment will 
be stated. 

The next amendment was to strike out the 
clause from line 25, on page 60, to line 2, on page 
61, inclusive, as follows:-

For the education and support of one hundred 
Indian children at the Holy Family Indian School, 
at Blackfeet Agency, Montana, $12,500. 

.!Ylr. Dawes. Mr. President, the Committee rec
ommend the striking out of those two appro
priations, and I desire as briefly as possible, to ; 

NUMBER 32. 

state the reasons which have actuated the Com
mittee in this recommendation. · They both stand 
on the same ground, if one should he stricken out 
both should, and if either remains both should 
ren1ain. 

These are schools under the management of the 
C'..atholics. They are new appropriations by the 
Government for the maintenance of two new Cath
olic schools, and the one between them, the St. 
Boniface's Industrial School, is also one of the mme 
kind. That the Committee did not strike out, for 
the special reasons which I will state in a moment. 

What influenced the Committee to strike out 
these schools was simply this consideration: They 
desired not to go any further than the present con
dition of affairs in appropriating the Government's 
money for the maintenance of schools of particular 
religious denominations. The present and existing 
state of things in that particular, if these schools 
are not added, will be precisely what it was last 
year. 

Thus it seems that the Government of 
the United States has already been appro
priating public money for the support of 
schools of religious denominations, and 
that this question would not have been 
raised, had not the Catholics made a re
quest for support of these additional 
schools of their own. The way the mat~ 
ter has stood, up to the present time, not 
including the appropriations contemplated 
in this bill, is thus set forth by Senator 
Dawes, the Chairman of the Committee:-

The appropriations in this regard have run from 
the year 1886, as follows: For Catholic schools in 
1886, $118,343, as against $109,916 for all others; in 
1887, $194,635 as against $168,579 for all others; 
in 1888, $221,169 for Catholic schools, and $155,095 
for all others; in 1889, $347,672 for Catholic schools, 
as against $183,000 for all others; in 1889-90, as I 
have said, $356,967 for. Catholic schools, as against, 
for all other denominations and all other schools, 
$204,993. 

That is the condition of things which 
the present administration found when it 
entered upon office. Hundreds ·of thou
sands of dollars given outright to religious 
denominations for the purpose of teaching 
their denominational views, virtually a 
union of Church and State! The present 
administration desired to put a stop to this, 
keeping the Church and the State separate, 
and letting the churclms support theh 
owu schools, aud teach their own doc-
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trines, at their own expense, but say~> Mr. 
Dawes:-

The present management was in favor of divor
cing the Government absolutely from them all, but 
it found it impossible to do that. 

And has it come to this, that, through 
the Indian· Department, the different re
ligious denominations of the country have 
already got such a hold upon the United 
States Government that they cannot be 
shaken off ? Is it possible that already 
there is such a union between the State 
and these churches, tha.t it is impossible 
to divorce the Government from them? 
That this is so, is proven not or.ly by the 
statement of Mr. Dawes, but by the result 
of this discussion in the Senate. Although 
the effort was to strike out two items of 
appropriation to Roman Catholic schools, 
the result was that not only was neither 
of these stricken out, but both with two 
more were adopted. Strong opposition to 
the measure was made, by Senator Reagan, 
of Texas, and Senator George, of Missis
sippi, whose speeches we shall print in 
THE SENTINEL; but their noble effort 
availed nothing. The tide was too strong; 
the political power of the churches, and 
especially of the Catholic Church, is too 
great. 

The history of the thing is worth relat
ing. It began in 1885, the first year of 
President Cleveland's administration, when 
the Commissioner of Indian affairs made 
this statement:-

The Government should be liberal in making 
contracts with religious denominations to tooch 
Indian children in schools established by those de
nominations. It should throw open the door and 
say to all denominations, '' There should be no mo
nopoly in good works. Enter all of you, and do 
whatever your hands find of good work to do, and 
in your efforts the Government will give you en
couragement out of its liberal purse." In other 
words, the Government without partiality, should 
encourage all the churches to work in this broad 
field of philanthropic endeavor. 

And according to the list given by Mr. 
:Qawes, the first appropriation of public 
money that was given for this purpose 
was $118,343 to Roman Catholics, with 
$109,916 for all other denominations put 
together, and that it steadily increased 
until, by the appropriation for the fiscal 
year of 1889-90, the Roman Catholics 
were given $356,967; and $204,993 to all 
other denominations. That is, within 
four years the Roman Catholic Church 
received $1,238,786 while all the other 
denominations together received $761,583. 
In other words, within four years the 
Roman Catholics were enabled to increase 
their appropriations $238,424 above the 
amount with which they began, while all 
other denominations were enabled to 
increase theirs but $95,087. 

Is it diffcult, for any reader to see a 
direct connection between these facts and 
figures, and the frequent visits of Cardipal 
Gibbons to the White House during the 
presidential administration from March 
4, 1885 to March 4, 1889? There is no 

room for reasonable doubt that the sug
gestion in the report of the Commissioner 
of Indian affairs for 1885, was secured by 
the Roman Catholic Church. This prob
ability is made stronger by the fact that 
in the year 1885, the very year when this. 
thing began, there was established in the 
city of Washington, a Catholic Bureau of 
Missions, of which Mr. Dawes says:-

They have been on the ground here for the last 
five years, pushing Catholic schools upon the Gov
ernment as earnestly as was in their power, and 
largely to that influence is attributed this great 
increase, which has come to be three-fifths of all 
the appropriations. They are active still. 

No man can fail to see the direct con
nectiou, we repeat, between these facts 
and the above figures. It is true that 
because of their being accessories after 
the fact, and upon the principle that ''the 
partaker is as bad as the thief;" the Episco
palians, Methodists, and Presbyterians are 
inexcusably guilty of participating in this 
iniquity. But, from the facts, it seems 
certain that the scheme was originally a 
Roman Catholic one. 

Further particulars are also necessary. 
The present administration desired to stop 
the flow of this evil tide, and to break the 
grasp of this devil-fish upon the national 
Government. But finding it impossible 
to do so at once, it thought at least to put 
a check upon it, and, therefore, absolutely 
refused to recommend any increase of ap
propriation to any church; and did recom
mend that the Government conduct its own 
schools and teach the Indians itself. The 
Catholic Bureau of Missions applied to 
the present administration for aid in es
tablishing three new schools. There were 
also applications on the part of the Epis
copalians, the Presbyterians, and the 
Methodists; but all such applications 
were refused. With the refusal the Prot
estant denominations contented them
selves; but the Catholic Bureau, says 
Senator Dawes, "having faile.d to get a 
contract for these three schools from the 
Government in addition, and aggravating 
the inequality that had already aroused 
public sentiment, they went to the House 
of Representatives, without any e8timate 
or recommendation from the Department, 
and obtained the insertion into the bill, 
of these three schools." 

When the bill reached the Senate, an 
amendment was there added to it voting 
an appropriation to yet another school, 
making four in all that the Catholics had 
secured. As soon as the other denomina
tions heard of this, they hurried up to 
Congress with a protest against the 
proposed appropriation; but there was no 
suggestion of any protest from them 
against having the appropriation of 
former years continued both to the Cath
olics and to themselves. It seems, there
fore, that the protest came only because 
the Catholics had succeeded in obtaining 
additional money, when they themselves 
could secure nothing additional. Their 

protest, therefore, simply amount.s to noth
ing. It has no force whatever; and their 
protest never will have any force as long 
as they continue to receive money from 
the Government in support of their ow11 
church schools. Let these protesting de
nominations absolutely refuse to take a11y 
more money from the Government; let 
them return to the Government the .money 
which they have already, and unconstitu
tionally, taken, and th€m let them protest 
against the appropriation to Roman Cath
olic schools. This will give some force 
to their protest. This, however, is hardly 
to be exp~cted; because, having been 
sharers with the Roman Catholics in 
the iniquity of the thing these five years, 
and now raising a protest only because the 
Catholics get more than they can get, it 
is so far contrary to the nature of church 
encroachments on governmental power, as 
to be beyond all expectation that these 
denominations could by any possible 
means, be led to take such a proper and 
honest course. 

It is just to state, that the Baptist Mis
sionary Association is among those who 
have protested against these appropria
tions ; and their protest is consistent, be
cause they have never been partakers in 
the evil. The Baptists have pursued a con
sistent course, and have refused to avail 
themselves of the generous invitations of 
the administration of 1885-89, and havo 
maintained their own. right, as well as 
their own ability to teach the religion 
which they believe, at their own expense, 
without selling· their honor as well as 
their rights, to the national Government. 

The condition of things exposed in this 
debate on the appropriation bill, is one of 
the most startling revelations that has 
ever been made on the subject of the 
union of Church and State in this Govern
ment. The fact that there is already 
formed such an alliance between the na
tional Governmei1t and the Church power 
that it is considered impossible to break 
it, ought so to arouse every man who 
loves religion or the Government that the 
supposed impossibility of breaking the 
alliance· shall be annihilated, and the 
whole question be put upon its genuine 
constitutional basis, and the Government 
have nothing at all to do with religion in 
the teaching of it, or in any other way. 

The reasons for the supposed impossibility 
of breaking this union of Church and State 
are, in themselves, of such importance as 
to require more space than we can give in 
this article. We therefore defer that 
point until next week. A. T. J. 

THE Bible, which is a religious book if 
any thing, is a subject of controversy 
among over two hundred sectarian denom
inations, and its introduction into our 
public schools, must strike at the har
mony that should be cultivated and sus
tained.-Judge Thoma8 Barlow. 
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The Secr~t of Abolishing the Saloon. 

REv. W. F. CRAFTS, in h1s tour across 
the continent and back, seems to have 
made the journey especially to tell the 
people how bad a small sect known as 
Seve.nth~.day Adventists are. In his visit 
to P~oria, Illinois, he did but little else 
than denounce this sect. He represented 
the:rq as very bitterly opposed to all Sun
day legislation, and gave utterance to the 
most, scathing anthemas because of such 
oppo,sition. He, stated that if they would 
use the same opposition toward the liquor 
traffic, that they do toward Sunday laws, 
the. saloon would be banished from the 
land' in a year. 

If we are correctly informed, Seventh
day Adventists. only number about thirty 
thousand. And if it is true that so small 
a number of Christians could rout the sa
loon in a year, why doesn't Mr. Crafts 
turn his gu.nE\ in that direction, and try 
to find the requisite number to engage in 
the work with him ? Certainly if the sa
loon could. be driven from the country, it 
woul,d be more beneficial to the morals of 
society than all the benign influences ever 
dreamed of, in Sunday laws. 

Now what will Mr. Crafts do? Will 
he take back his rash statement, . or will 
he insist that there are not thirty thou
sand ChristianS in the United States work
ing 'for temperance? If the temperance 
army is not that strong, we would suggest 
that it be ,reinforced from the ranks of 
the workers for Sunday legislation. If it 

· should be said that Sunday desecration 
and intemperance go hand in hand, and 
that. working for Sunday laws is really 
working for temperance, we must insist 
on saying that the proof is wanting. Any 
one with ordinary observation knows that 
there are multiplied thousands of good 
citizens who are strongly opposed to the 
saloon, and yet they do not observe Sun
day at all. They either spend the day at 
their ordinary business, or else in some 
harmless recreation. The facts are too 
apparent for any one to say that a failure 
to observe Sunday religiously is always 
accompanied by intemperance. 

The saloon element, it is true, pay but 
little regard to Sunday; and generally 
spend the day in drunken carousals. It 
is not their failure to keep· Sunday that 
drives them to the saloon; but because of 
their habit of strong drink, and the influ
ence of the saloon,. their sensibilities are 
so benumbed that they do not regard any 
principles of morality as they should. So 
if Mr. Crafts has carefully made his esti
mate, and is sure thirty thousand zealous 
Christians can rout the saloon in a year, 
we earnestly advise him to devote his en-· 
ergies to the destruction of this great so-

. cial evil, and when the cause of so much 
misery is removed the iniquity will cease 
of itself. We hope Mr. Crafts will free 
himself from the delusion that working 
for Sunday laws will advance temperance, 

and turn his misguided zeal and energy 
to hunting up his thirty thousand Chris
tians, and by . inspiring them with intense 
devotion to the temperanc):l cause, either 
prove his statement to be true, or else quit 
telling that Seventh-day Adventists could 
rout the saloon in a year, if they would 
devote themselves to that work. 

A. 0. TAIT. 

What Is the State? 

HAVING learned that a State or a Na
tion cannot become a moral creature, 
by reason of its having been formed of 
.men who are individually accountable, the 
next inquiry which naturally presents 
itself, is, what kind of a creature, then, 
is the State? and what are its functions? 
These are very important questions, and 
if properly answered, will solve the prob
lem, of how far the interests of the Church 
and the State are identical. 

It cannot be successfully disputed that 
civil government is ordained of God, for 
this is so stated by the Scriptures. Rom. 

. 13: 1. But for what purpose? To rule in 
religious matters ? If so, then what need 
of the Church ? Why not let the State be 
the Church, and have all the gospel ordi
nances administered by government offi
cers ? In that case, each government officer 
would, of course, be inducted into office 
by .prayer and imposition of hands, in the 
same way as officers of the church. It 
may be objected that such an extreme 
would not be admissible, because it would 
necessarily degrade Christian ordinances 
to the level of secular matters. True 
enough; but if civil government is or
dained of God to regulate, in any degree, 
matters of religion, who shall say where 
its powers must end? Did not the Apo&tle 
Paul exhort the Roman Christians to be 
subject to the "powers that be" for con
science' sake ? Yet the very work of 
preaching the gospel, in which that apos

, tle was engaged, was opposed to the re-
ligion and laws of the Roman Government. 
The religion of Rome, at that time, was 
pagan, and that was controlled by the 
State. The religion Paul preached was 
Christianity, to which Rome was uncom
promisingly opposed. Neander, in his 
Church History, quotes the following 
from Cicero, as one of Rome's fundamental 
maxims of legislation:~ 

No man shall have, for himself particularly, gods 
of his own. No man shall worship, by himself, 
any new or foreign gods, unless they are recog
llized by the public laws. Vol. I, pages 86, 87, 
Torrey's translation, 1852. 

And yet in the face of law so stringently · 
opposed to Christianity, the apostle ex
horted the subjects of Rome, who pro
fessed Christianity, to be subject to the 
"powers that be," calling them the 
''higher powers," and declaring that they 
were "ordained of God." Now, if that 
Government was ordained of God, to 
enforce such laws as it did against Chris-

tianity, then how manifestly wro'ug was it 
for the Apostle Paul to preach a religion 
in Rome, which was diametrically opposed 
to the laws of Rome! Looking at the 
matter in this light, Nero did the work 
of a minister of God in executing wrath 
upon the Christians for not conforming 
to the laws of the country, which com
manded all to ''worship the gods in all 
respects, according to the laws of your 
country, and compel all others to do the 
same; but hate and punish those who 
would introduce anything whatever, alien 
to our customs in this particular." 

This was Roman law. Yet Paul him
self, as well as . the other apostles, prac
ticed that which was plainly in violation 
of that statute, and suffered death in con
sequence. They justified themselves, too, 
in the cour;e they pursued, by asserting 
that the law of God had higher claims on 
them than the laws of earthly govern
ments. 

A.t one time, when Peter and John had 
been preaching the gospel contrary to 
the law under which they lived, they 
were threatened by the authorities for 
so doing, ·and were commanded to de
sist from such a course. They simply 
replied, " Whether it be right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye." Acts 4: 19. That 
all might know how they regarded the 
authority of the civil power in religious 
matters, they still kept on preaching 
Christ; but were again apprehended, and 
brought before the council. They were 
then reminded of the caution given them 
a short time before; but the apostles 
quietly said, "We ought to obey God 
rather than man." Acts 5: 29. These 
answers of the apostles plainly show the 
position they occupied, relative to this 
matter. They did not have the faintest 
idea that the State had the least authority 
in matters of religion. More than that; 
their words plainly teach that human 
laws are utterly incapable of meeting the 
requirements of the individual conscience, 
and are therefore inadequate to regulate 
matters of personal faith toward God. 

Why, then, were those injunctions re
garding the "powers that be," given by 
the Apostle Paul to the Roman Chris
tians ? Manifestly to teach them that 
their relatioi1 to Chrifltianity in no way 
absolved them from their duty as citizens, 
to the government under which they 
lived. Although they liad come to rec
ognize the King of Heaven as their 
spiritual Ruler, they were not to forget 
that civil governments have a part to act, 
in procuring peace and protection to the 
honest and industrious, and, for that 
purpose, were ordained of God. And, 
although the king of the country in 
which they lived, was a wicked heathen, 
they would not be justified in refusing to 
obey his laws, which imposed taxes to 
maintain peace and. public order. So long 
as those laws did not contravene that law 
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which is above all-the law of God-they 
ware enjoined to observe them, as duties 
toward their fellow-men, which were 
cove:ned by the law of their b,eayenly 
King. 

Civil government, then~ is ordained of 
God, for the sole purpose of reg,ulating 
affairs between man arid his fellow-man. 
This is as true of . a heathen as of a 
Christian power; as seen L:rrom the fact 
that Pa1:1l made such a stateliUent amd ap
plied it to the Roman Government, when 
it was intensely pagan, and ev6Jn when it 
was ruled by Nero. But, aJiLmitting this, 
it does not follow that God ordains each 
statutE) enacted by civil governments, ·or 
any of the statutes thus enacted. To say 

·that every civil magistrate holds office by 
divine authority, and has, therefore, aright 
to rule in religious things, is· stating that 
whiQh. every one knows is not, and can
not be, true, For, in that case, no man, 
whoever he may be, would have any 
alternative but to obey the mandates of 
.the civil authority in divine as well as 
earthly things, without a question .as to 
whether it was just or not. This would 
destroy all necessity for any cinf:l but the 
ma.gistrate to read the Bible, in which is 
foui1d recorded the wi1l of God. More
over, such a rule would make the magis
trate's conscience the rule for all under 
his jurisdiction, and would, therefore, de
stroy the relation man is suppos.6Jd to 
s.ustain toward God, by making him, in 
religious. mapters., wholly res.pons.ible to 
the magistrate rather than to God. This. 
principle is. well iUus.trated by the s.tate
ment of Louis. XIV., when, on his. death
bed he was approached in relation to his 
s.piritual condition. His. answer was., ''I 
have left all these matters. with the church, 
ail(l I expect they have attended faithfully 
to them." Here was. a man who had been 
taught to depend wholly on the church, 
as. an ins.titution divinely guided, and the 
consequence was. that, in all his. wicked 
career, he never acknowledged any re
s.pons.ibility except to that iustitl):tion 
upon which he had been prone to lean·. 
The same condition· of things, would surely 
follow with those who were led to believe 
in the divine appointment of all the mag
istrates of the laud. 
: It is well known, however, that the 
powers of civil authority arie always. ob
taine.d and regulated :;tccord<ing to the pe
culiar notions o£ those who happen to be 
in authority; and the way governmental 
authority has usually been obtained\ is 
well s.tated by M:acaulay, in his es.say on 
"Gladstone on Church and State":-

A, natiOn of barbarians pours down on a rich and 
unwarlike empire; enslaves the· people, portions out 
the land, and blends the institutions which it finds 
in' the cit~es with those whic4 it has brought from 
the woods. A handfu,l of daring adventurers from 
a civilized nation wander to some savage country, 
and reduce the abO~iginal race to bondage. A 
successful general: turns his arms against the State 
which he serves. Asociety,..made brutal by oppres
sion, rises madly on its· masters, sweeps away all 

old laws a,nd usages, and when 'its first pllifox.ysm 
of rage is over, sinks down passively under any 
form of polity which may spring out of the chaos. 
A chief of a party, as at Florence, becomes imper
ceptibly a sovereign; and the founder of a dynasty. 
A captain of mercenaries, as at Milan, seizes on a 
city, and by 1Jle sword makes himself its ruler. 
An elective senate, as at Venice, usurps perman!)nt 
and hereditary power. It is in events such as these, 
that governments have generally originated; and 
we can see nothing in such events to warrant us in 
believing that the gov:er)l]llents thus called into 
existence, will be peculiarly well fitted to distin
guish between religious truth and heresy. Par. 33. 

yet' such as thes.e, w:ere among. the 
'' powers that be," and existed. in the 
providence of God; not, however, to regu
late religion among men, but to main
tain order and the proper relations be
tween man and man. To say more than 
this, would be to assert that God ordained 
the powers of the East to maintain Mo
hammedanis.m and Buddhism. This, could 
not be true ; otherwise the g()spel commis
sion conferring a.uthority to carry the 
gospel into all the world, was a. mistake, 
and the la,bors of foreign rnissio:na,r,ies in 
heathen countries, are all out of order. 

The truth is, that the language of Pa:ul 
to the Roman Christians, was des.ign:ed to · 
s.tate only a general truth, which was ap
plicable to every form of government in 
order to ensure peace and prosperity to 
God's creatures everywhere. Order in 
government may be s.een even in the 
lower .grades of creation, We have o:rtlY 
to watch a c0lony of honey-bees for a 
short time, when it will be seen that they 
have governmental order, and are co:il
trolled in all their movements, by some 
acknowledged head. And those proverbi
ally enterprising. insects known as ants, 
are said, by naturalists, also to be go;v
erned by specific laws which are rigidly 
carried out in each community of these 
little creatures. The governi!llental powers 
of thes.e, and other orders of the animal 
creation, were jus.t as much ordained of 
God, as were human governments; yet it 
does not follow that their powers of gov
ernment were designed to. extend to re-
ligious things. J. 0. CoRLISS. 

A Travesty on, Law. 

TH;E Law and Order Lecygue, of lrond.e
quoit, New York, has undertaken, to stop 
Sunday baseball playing-- in that place. 
On Sunday, July 20, a number of the 
members ofthe League accompanied by 
a justice of the p.eace, and s.everaJco:o.sta" 
bles, appeared upon the grounds. where a 
game was in progress, and ordered the 
playing stopped; they had not pro:vided 
themselves with warrants; however, and 
were obliged to withdraw. 

Immedia.tely at the close of th.e game 
the players obtained their own. arrest, and 
gaye bonds. for their appearance before 
a justice of their own choof.ling, 
, This was not quite so scandalQ:UfllY Ju
dicrous a tr-avesty on "law: and. order " 

as that which characterized the breaking 
up of a Sunday ball game at the Driving 
Park, near Alexandria, Virginia, some 
time ago. On that occasion a colored 
justice was summoned, the case heard 
immediately, and the players. fined two 
dollars each and costs.. After this· was 
satisfied, the officers attempted to re-arrest 
on another charge, that of holding a pub
lic exhibition on Sunday; but the manager 
sprang into his carriage and escaped; 
whereupon, angered at this and the loss 
of possible fees, the deputy sheriff chas.ed 
the colored justice off the grou,nds with a 
drawn pistol. 
S~eh incidents. as these are samples of 

the enforcement of "civil Sabbath" laws 
under the infiue~ce of theSunday Union. 
It is impossible to conceive of a more ri
diculous burlesque of either civil justice 
or true religion. 

How Came Jt So? 

IN Our Day, for July, Rev. W. F. 
Crafts· publishes an article entitled, 
"Trans-continental Notes on Sabbath Des.
ecration," in which he vents his. wrath 
against the Seventh-day Adventists. Mr. 
Crafts is either making rapid progress. in 
knowledge, or else thos.e Seventh-day Ad
ventists, of whom he makes so much, are 
a wonderful people. When he first started 
in his American Sabbath Union work, so 
far as· the record of any of his efforts 
would show, there were no Seventh-day 
Adventists. in the United States, or else . 
he did not know of any. Immediately 
afterward, however, they sprang into 
existence all over the land, or else he 
learned something in a little while that 
he did not know before; for in his Sun
day-law tour across the continent and 
back, last summer, and in his campaign 
last winter, the Seventh-day Adventists in 
about an equal ratio with Seventh-day Bap
tists-these two tog~ther-were denounced 
everywhere as the strongest opponents of 
Sunda,y legislation, -stronger, indeed, than 
all other forms of opposition put together. 
This season, another bound has been made 
either by the Seventh-day Adventists or 
else by lh. Crafts's intellect,-it maybe, 
ii;tdeed,by both. For now the Seventh-day 
Adventists., aione, are declared to be out
doing all other forms· of opposition to 
Sunday laws, put together. He says:-

Ev~ry.w;ljtere are seen the footpr:ints of the little 
but lively denol):lina,tion or"Seventh-day Adventists, 
who are.outdoing.not only the Seventh-dayBaptists, 
but even Hebrews, infidels, and liquor dealers . in 
bllittling· against Sunday law, as if' it were the worst 
of vices. They put beautiful tract-holders into 
depots, filled wit.l:t their liter<tture, which they also 
.distribll:te frpw door 1p door with a generosity and 
industry that shame l;>y contrast the meagre gifts 
and efforts of the friends of the American Sabbath. 

Now the q:u..ery with us is, !I ow does all 
this h11pperi? Were there no Seventh-day 
Adven,tist{3 in the United States in Decem
her, 1888 ? Or did they immedia.tely after-
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w:ard spring, likt:J Jonah's gourd, from the 
ground, or come like spirits "from the 
vasty deep ? " Were they aU there before '? 
and did Mr. Crafts not know H? Or did 
he know -it, and ignore it? Or yet again, 
were they already "everywhere" quietly 
attending to their own Christia.n calling 
as Christian people should? arid did Mr. 
Crafts's, oonjuring with his Sunday-law 
wand; like that i-ndividual whom Macaulay 
mentions who conjured with his magic 
wand, caH all these into an aggravated 
prominence with no power -to bid them 
retire again? Mr. Crafts would do well to 
take a_ lesson from this, for the confessed 
peaceful methods employed by this people 
in their opposition which so disturbs him, 
are nothill.g at all, in comparison with the 
dennons of destruction that will be called 
from the w:icked world, professedly in his 
fa_vor, by the 'misuhievous relationship 
thait will be created between the Church 

: and the State1 should he and his party 
succeed in securing their desired Sunday 
Iaws. 

.In his article, however, he managed to 
leave his denunciation and discussion of 
S~venth-day Ad ve.p.tists, long enough to 
make an attempt to prove that "Sunday
work causes physical injury" and this is 
the proof:-

Here is an engineer who do(ls fifty-four days' 
work a month, making his regular salary swell to 

. $180, almost· ~very month. A part of the extra 
work he does because he does not wish to displease· 
his Superior Wh\i)n asked to do two days' work in 
one,- and a part because of his blind ambition to 
make money, at any cost. He' is slightly wounded 
in an aecide!lt from which he would have quickly 
recovered-but that he has no reserve of strength, no 
t·ecuperative powers, and so he dies at "the close of 
seven years service, ~or lack of a nine-hour law, 
and- a six-day law. 

Is it so; then, that every engineer who 
swells to $180 his regular salary of $100 
per, month dies at the close of seven 
years' service ? A1~e they _wounded only 
once in -s_even years, so that the wound 
and the. loss of his reserve -strength, 
and the seven year period, all co-operate 
sywmetrically to demonstrate, so com
pletely, the fact that Sunday work causes 
physical ipjury ? -If so, then every such 
engineer has a safe and effectual remedy. 
Eaohyear, accordingtoMr. Crafts'sfigures, 
he clears $80 per month by his extra work, 
this amounts to $960 a year, and would 
amount to $5,760 in six years. Now, there 
are' not many of these engineers who can
not live on the regular salary of $100 per 
month. For six years, therefore, each might 
well have a clear $5,760 laid by, then let 
him skip that seventh year, and with it 
escape being wounded, and having to suffer 
death; in short, escape all the consequences 
of his dreadful dissipation in working on 
Sunday. 

This idea of an engineer's " making :• 
his salary of $100 per month swell to ~180 
almost e'Very month, by Sunday work, is 
as oomplete a demonstration as need be 
of the hypocritical fallacy of the plea that 

the Sunday-law workers make upon the 
strength of the '' slavery " and '' Egyp
tian bondage of Sunday toil." 

Mr. Crafts closes his article with these 
words:-
• Both for the individual and the State, the Sabbath 

is closely related to success as well as salvation. 

And this idea of salvation for the State, 
as well as for the individual, in the matter 
of Sunday keeping, shows how much of 
the civil, and how little. of the religious, 
there is involved, and is intentionally in
volved, in Sunday laws. , 

A. T. J. 
-------~·-------

Seventy-Five Dollar Jokes .. 

MR: M.A. GAULT, of Blanchard, Iowa, 
is a district secretary, and an active worker, 
of the National Reform Association. We 
compile a few of his statements, that the 
reader may better appreciate what follows. 
Here are some of them :-

Whether the Constitution will be set right on the 
question of the moral sup{-emacy of God's law in 
government, without bloody revolution, will depend 
entirely upon the strength and resistance of the 
forces of Antichrist.-Ohristian Statesman, Nov. 
1886. 

Don't think we are advocating war;, but if we are 
not successful in the use of these other means, as it 
was with the anti-slavery question, after they had 
agitated and petitioned, and used the ballot they 
drew the sword; so shall we as a last resort, be 
compelled to use the sword and the bullet.-State-

. ment in a lecture at College Springs, Ia., Feb. 10, 
1889. 

Our remedy for all these malefic influences is to 
have the Government simply set up the moral law, 
and recognize God's authority behind it, and lay its 
hand on any religion that does not conform to it.
Christian Statesman, Jan. 13, 1887. 

We propose to incorporate in our national Con
stitution the· moral and religious command, " In it 
[the Sabbath] thou shalt do no work," except the 
works of necessity, and by external force of sh~r 
iffs we propose to arrest and punish all violators of 
this law.-In a l13tter to the writer, dated June 3, 
1889. 

I see most of your literature in my_ travels, and I 
am convinced that your folks will die hard. But 
we are helping Brother Crafts all the time to set 

- stake~S, and get ropes ready to scoop you all in. 
You will kick hard, of course, but we will make 
sure work.-Card to J. S. Washburn, dated Nov. 
22, 1889. 

Mr. Gault, and R. C. Wylie have re
cently been holding local conventions at 
various points in Kansas, in the interests 
of National Reform, and especially Sab
bath reform. In their convention at Gar
nett, Mr. McReynolds was granted twenty 
minutes' time the second day of the con
vention, which was March 20. In intro
ducing him, Mr. Gault stated to the con
vention that Mr. McReynolds' people 
thought they were trying to get a law to 
persecute them; then turning to Mr~ Mc
Reynolds, he said : '' Mr. McReynolds, I 
would shoulder my musket and fight for 
you before I would see you persecuted 
for your faith." 

Mr. McReynolds then arose, and stated 
that he would first show how Mr. Gault 
intended to fight for us. He read the 

quotations from him and Mr. Graham, 
found in . " Civil Government and Re
ligion," page 54; also Mr. Graham's card 
to Mr. ·washburn. This br6ughi 1\fr. Gault 
to his feet. He said all the trouble was, 
'..Ve people did not know how to take a 
joke. He· said he did not mean what he 
said, but simply wrote to Mr. Washburn 
in a joke. He said some of their men had 
said things in the past, .which they do not 
say now; and, for his part he would with
draw all those statements he had made. 

We do not wonder that some of these 
men feel ashamed of some of their state
ments when they meet them in cold 
printer's ink, and that they would gladly 
take them back. The best they can do 
for them now, howev·er, is to smooth them 
over, and call them '' jokes," and say they 
did not mean what they said. But how 
may we know whether they are joking, 
or mean what they say, or not? The 
surest way we have of ascertaining this, 
is by testing those things which they ai·e 
endeavoring to secure. They are clam
oring for more, and stricter, Sunday laws. 
How do these laws operate? Just recently 
(March 6) one of our brethren in Tennes
see, R. M. King, has been fined seventy-five 
dollars for working quietly in his own field 
on Sunday. The judge and prosecuting at
torney of the court in which he was tried, 
as well as his neighbors, have declared 
that if Mr. King and his brethren continue 
to labor on Sunday they must leave the 
country. Now, Mr. Gault may call this 
a joke, but we look at the matter quite 
differently. If he and his fellow-laborers 
had to pay for the come-out of their jok;es, 
perhaps they would think differently too. 
Here is a man, a Seventh-day Adventist, 
being persecuted on account of the exist
ence of a Sunday law. M'r. Gault haR 
said, that before he would see our people 
persecuted he would shoulder his musket 
and fight for us. Let him take up his 
gun now, and go down to Tennessee. 
Here is an opportunity. Let him go to 
the court house at Troy, Obion County, 
and pay the seventy-five dollars and costs. 
Or was he also "joking" when he said to 
Mr. Me Reynolds that he would fight for 
us ? How may we know whether he 
meant this or not ? Let him settle the 
bill, and then we shall have reason to 
believe he meant this, and was joking in 
his other statements; otherwise we shall 
probably hold to our former opinion. It 
was fun for the boys to stone the frogs, 
but it was death to the frogs. Mr. Gal't.lt 
and others seem to delight in making 
these inflammatory speeches, but seventy
five-dollar jokes are quite serious things 
for poor men to pay. And the worst, we 
fear, is not yet.-W. A. 0. in Review 
and Herald. 

IN proportion as the .ecclesiastics beca:tne 
co-legislators, heresies became civil crimes, 
and liable to civil punishments.-Dea.n 
Milman. 
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History of the Tennessee Sunday Law. 

LAST week, we printed in this column 
an extract from the brief of Col. T. E. 
Richardson, showing that the Tennessee 
Sunday law is · a relic of the Colonial 
period when Church and State were 
united. We herewith print another 
chapter of history from the same source, 
as follows :-

In 1796, a Constitution of the State of 
Tennessee was adopted, and as a part of 
the Constitution, there was appended a 
Bill of Rights, the third section of which 
reads as follows :-

That: all men have a natural and indefeasible 
right to worship .Almighty God according to the 
di.ctates of their own conscience; that no man can, 
of right, be compelled to attend, erect, or support 
any place of worship, or maintain any ministry 
against his consent; that no human authority can, 
in any case whatever, control or interfere with the 
rights of conscience; and that no preference shall 
be given, by law, to any religious establishments or 
mod~ of worship. .Art. XI, Sec. 3, Constitution, 
1796. 

By Section 4, Article X, of that Con
stitution, the Declaration of Rights is 
declared a part of the Constitution, and 
shall never be violated, .on any pretense 
whatsoever; that the rights contained 
therein, and every other right not dele
gated, is excepted out of the general 
powers of government, and shall remain 
forever inviolate. 

In the Constitution of 1S34, Section 3, 
of the Bill of Rights, is the same pro
vision as heretofore stated, and in Article 

· XI, Section 12, it is affirmed, . " And to 
guard against the transgression of the 
high powers, we have delegated, we de
clare, that everything in the Bill of 
Rights contained, is excepted out of the 
general powers of government, and shall 
forever remain inviolate." 

In the Constitution of 1870, the third 
section of _the Bill of Rights is the same 
as that of 1796, and 1834. 

Arid Section 16, of .Article XI, contains 

the declaration that everything in the 
Bill of Rights contained, is excepted 
out of the general powers of government, 
and shall forever remain in violate. 

It will also be seen, .Article XI, Section 
15, of the Constitution of 1.870, declare~, 

'' No person shall in time of peace be 
required to perform any service for the 
public on any day set apart by his religion 
as a day of rest." 

Thus, it will be seen that the framers of 
the Constitution have ever been jealous or 
any attempt to interfere with the rights 
of conscience, . or the domination of any 
church or religious_ sect. 

In.recent years, efforts have been made 
to revive and enforce the law of 1803, and 
by judicial legislation, the offense enacted 
by that act has been declared a nuisance 
at common law, 

In Parker vs. the State, it is said:-

The statute makes it unlawful for any one of 
the enumerated classes to follow his ordinary sec
ular avocation on the , Sabbath day, because it is 
immoral and is of pernicious effect, and though it 
may be conceded a single offense may be liable only 
to the penalty prescribed by statute, yet a succession 
of such acts becomes a nuisance, and is indictable. 

The Court will observe that the title of 
the act is, ., ' More Effectually to Prevent 
the Profanation of the Lord's Day," that 
the purpose is a religious oue, and that 
nowhere are the acts forbidden declared 
immoral. 

With all respect for the distinguished 
Judge, who delivered that opinion, we 
insist that it is in violation of the Con
stitution, that it is a repudiation of the 
spirit of the declaration contained in the 
Bill of Rights, and is unsupported by 
reason or authority. Why is the act com
plained of declared to be itnmoral and 
unlawful? Why is a succession of such 
a~ts declared to be a nuisance and indict
able? Because they have been done 
on Sunday. Then it must be because it 
is repugnant to the religious views of 
the community. If it is a nuisance, why 
is it not such on Monday or Sdurday, as . 
well as on Sunday ? The answer is, be-. 
cause the work is done on Sunday. If it 
is an <::>ffense because. done on Sunday, 
then the law, declaring such acts to be 
illegal and immoral, is a religious law, 
enacted for the purpose of favdring some 
religion. If that be so, then the law is in 
violation of the Constitution. 

The case of Parker vs. the State, refers. 
to Gunter vs. the· State, 1 Lea, 129, as 
authority. That case was an indictment 
for violating the Sabbath, by hunting and 
shooting through the woods and fields 
with guns, pistols, etc., to the manifest 
corruption of the public morals, and c~nn
mon nuisance of all good citizens. The 

. opinion in Gunter vs. the State, was de
livered by the same learned Judge who 
delivered the opinion in the case of 
Parker vs. the State. 

In support of the position taken in 
Gunter vs. the State, he refers to 3 Sneed, 

134; 3 Reiskel, 135; 1 Swan, 42, and 
Bishop's ''Criminal Law." Upon examina
tion of the text referred to in Mr. Bishop's 
work, it will be seen that he lays d.own 
the rule to be, that it is an offense un
necessarily to perform secular labor upon 
Sunday, in such a way ''as to disturb the 
worship of others." The case of, Bell vs. 
the State, was an indictment for using 
obscene language in public, and in the 
hearing of divers persons. This would 
be an offense on one day as well as an
other. 

According to the learned Judge who 
delivered that opinton, the offense was the 
same whether committed upon W ednes
day or Sunday, and can therefore be no 
authority for the opinion in Gunter vs. 
the State. We insist, however, that it is 
doubtful whether the opinion in Bell vs. 
the State can be reconciled, with the prin
ciples set forth in the Bill uf Rights. 
That opi:ri.ionis based upon the laws and 
authority laid down in Blackstone's Com
mentaries. That distinguished and en
lightened author holds that Christianity 
is a part of the law of the land. However 
true that may be in England, where the 
Church is part of the State, such is not 
the law of Tennessee, or in any of the 
States of the Union. The Government, 
State or Federal, can in no sense be said 
to be founded or based upon Christianity. 
No preference can be given to· any relig- · 
ion. All religions are alike protected. 

The followers of Mahomet; the disciples 
of Confucius, the believers in Buddha, as 
well as the worshipers of the true and liv
ing God, are entitled to like protection, and 
are secured in the enjoyment of the same 
rights. In this State, in this Nation, there 
is no such thing as "religious toleration." 
Every man enjoys the same right of con
science, and is responsible to no earthly 
tribunal for his religious faith and wor
ship. The assumption, therefore, that 
Christianity is a part of the law of the 
land, is inconsistent with the spirit of our 
institutions, as well as in violation of .the 
reserved, accepted, and inalienable rights 
of the people. So, too, upon examination 
it will be found that the cases referred to, 
3 Sneed, 134; a Reiskel, 135; 10 Yerger, 
do not support the positions assumed ih 
Gunter vs. the State, and Parker vs. the 
State. 

THE Law and Order League, of Long 
Branch, has given notice to the Board of 
Commissioners, that the Board and the po
lice will be held responsible for any fur~ 
ther violations of the Sunday statutes. 
The present Board of Commissioners was 
elected under a pledge to enforce strict 
Sunday. closing. In fulfillment of this 
pledge, and spurred on by the injunctions 
of the Law and Order League, notices 
have been posted, that all places which 
supply the wants of Sunday visitors must 
be closed during Sunday. 



Freedom and grace of motion cannot be ob
tained by ihpse wearing a stiff corset. 

Thousan<Js of sensible women have laid aside 
their corsets and now wear our perfect substitute, 
"Madam:e Salisbui•y';S peerless corset waist," or the 

··hygiene bodice, perfect fitting, graceful, ·yet 
. healthful. ·: • 

I;.ADYCANVASSERS 
·Make $5, to ,$8 p_er day selling our cot•sets, shoul
der braces, skirt supporting bustles, etc., send two 
cent stam,P for illustrated pamphlet "RoW to 

·Dress Reltlthfully.:' · 
• LADfES' ARTISTIC DRESS IMPR. CO., 
, Z7 Barbo~(St.; . BATTLE CREEK, Mrolt. 

~rHE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

TEN LECTURES 
ON 

-NASAL CATARRH 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh ; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

J.l{edical Super"intendent of the Largest Medical' and Surgical 
Sanitarium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis
piece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS Pl.JBLISHING CO., 
43 BoND STREET, NEw YoRK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

NEW EDITIONS 

25:5 

HEALTH FOOD CRACKERS 
HEALTH produces wealth; and good health can 

not be made of poor material. The agitation of 
this health question-for •ome years in the past 
has created a demand for 

HEALTHFUL FOODS, 
in the manufacture of whkh we have for tlte past 
ten years been engaged .. The demand having con
stantly increased, we have found it necessary to 
greatly increase our facilities by the addition of 
new and the latest improved machinery, etc. We 
are now well equipped, and prepared to fill all 
orders, and to extend our business Into new. fields. 

Our Foods and Crackers are made from the 
choicest grains and are strictly pure, 'justly en
titling them to the name above given. 

SAMPLE PACKACES 
Of assorted Health Food Crackers sent post-paid 
on receipt of fifty cents. Write for descriptive 
circular and price list to 

Health Food Company, 
163 WEST MAIN ST., 

Batfle Creek, Mich. 

;THEfSENTIN'EL LIBRARY CI·VIl GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION A Semi-monthly .Publication . . . . 

THE BEST 

DUPLICATINC 
FOR USE WITH 

INKS 

"OYOLOSTYLE," ''MIMEOGRAPH," 
" OOPYG RAP H." . Devpted.tothedefenseof IN E NCLISH AND QERMAN 

AIYIERICAN' INSTITUTIONS Or any Duplicating Proooss in which a Stencil 
is used, are the 

And the Preservation of the 

, UNIT~D STAtES CONSTITUTION 
AS IT IS. 

TERMS, 75 .CENTS PER YEAR. 

---<>--
Thefollowing numbers are now ready, and will 

be sent to any address post-paid on receipt of 
price:-. · · 

No.1 

No.2 
No.3 

No.4 

No.5 

No.6 

No. 'I 

. No.8 
No.9 
No.lO 

No.ll 

No.12 
No.13 

No.14 
No. 15 

No.l6 

No.17 

No. 18 

No.19 

No. 20 

No. 21 

No. 22 

The National Reformed Constitution. 
· Price, 8 cents. 

Religious Liberty. Price, 1 cent. 
Evils of ·Religious Legislati~n. Price, 

1 cent. . 
The Blair Sunday Rest Bill. Price, 
• 7 cents. , 
The Blail: Eduentional Amendment. 

Price, 3 cents, 
. Pu1·ity of National Religion. Price, 

1 cent. 
· National Rejo1·m and Rights of Con-

science. ,Price, 2 cents. 
The American Papacy. Price, 2cents . 
The Salem Witchcraft. Price, 1 cerit. 
National Reform is Church and State. 

Price, 2 cents. 
What Think Ye of Christ? Price, 1 

cent. 
Bold and Base Avowal. Pt•ice, 2 cents. 
The National Reform Movement an 

Absurdity. Price, 2 cents. 
The Republic ~f Israel. Price, 1 cent. 
National . RefQrmed Presbyterianism. 

Price, 4 cents. 
A Lutheran View of the National Re

form Movement. Price, 3 cents. 
Religion and the Public Schools. Price, 

4 cents. 
The National Sunday Law. Price, 

25 cents. 
Rev. W. F. C1·afts Against the Editoi'S 

of The American Sentinel. Price, 10 
cents. 

Romanism and Civil Liberty. Price, 4 
cents. 

Why We Oppose Religions Legislation. 
Price, 3 cents. 

The American Sabbath Union and 
Human Rights. Price, 1 cent. 

No. 23. A Civil S'IIAU!ay Holiday. Price, 1 cent. 
No. 24 Blai1·'s Sunday Rest Bill and Joint 

Resolution, mtroduced December 9, 
18~9. (Exact. copies, with notes). 

No.25 

No. 26 

No.28 

No. 29 

No. 30 

No. 31 

Pnce, 1 cent. 
Civil Government and the Decalogue. 

Price, 1 cent. 
National Reform. Success Means Relig

ious Persecution. Price, 1 cent. · 
4 Religious Political Movement. Price, 

1 cent. 
A1·guments on the Breckinridge Sun

day Bill. The Object and Price of 
Exemption Clames. Price, 10 cents. 

A divil Sabbath. What It Amounts to. 
Price,.l cent. 

Union ot Church and State. What 
Constitutes Such a Un.ion f Price, l c. 

Adress; . 

Paclflc Press Publishing Co., 
0AKr~ANn, CAT •. 

OR, Atlantic Tract Society, 
_43 BoND STREET, NEw YonK, N.Y. 

By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Porcible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST 

BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TilliE, AS PROVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 

CaAP. I outlines vividly the relation that existed between ''Christianity and the Roman Empire." 
CHAP. II distinguishes between "What is due to God and what to Cresar." 

·CHAP. III shows for wha£ purpose the" Powers that Be" are ordained. 
CHAP. IV ably discusses "The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who Are Making it." 
CRAP. V unmasks "Religions L_egislation," calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now 

pending in Congress. · 
CHAP. VI is devoted to the "Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the 

Nineteenth." 
Chap. VU shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforce,:. 

~·These chapters, _with the ~eclaration of Independ~nce an~ the Constit:'t'on of the United States 
whiCh are. prmted lll AppendiCeS 0 and D, make th1s treatiSe INDISPENSA~:L!!. TO EVERY LOVER OF 
CIVII. AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

CIVIL COVERNMENT AND RELICION 

Celebrated " Redding Inks." 
They Dry Fast, will not Blur nor Clog 'the sten· 

cil, Dry or Harden on Roller or Pallet, and are In 
every way 

A SUPERIOR ARTICLE. 
Send for Price Lists and Samples of Work Done 
with these Inks. 

REDDINC INK CO., 
43 BoND STREET, NEw YonK. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 
Neat, cheap, serviceable. They perfectly secure 

pen or pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall 
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at
tached to any part of the clothing. A small invest
ment will prevent the loss of a valu~tble pen or 
pcr.cil. 

Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 25 Cents; ana 
German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents. l PRICES. 

in Yo.1R lhf " ussia eat er, .or 2 pens lOc. 
1~ 

15c. 
20c. 
15c. 
25c. 
25c. 
40c. 

MILLIONS OF COPIES 
Should be Placed in the Hands of Thinking People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position 

American Citizens should Sustain Toward the Effort now on Foot to 
Secure Religious Legislation. Address, 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 

COOD 

PACI~IC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK, 

FOR ALL TIME! 

JHE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW 
THIS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHT'\ 01<' 

AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY· 
REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, DECEMBER 13, 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
And Mr. Jones' comments make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would 

have been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied 'with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is 
now a living issue, tllis treatise will be interesting to. all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers, 
judges, and other public men. The argument is based on Scripture and history, constitution and 
law, showing the hmits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of 
the Sunday laws and other religions legislation of the different States, the 

No. 2 " 3 " 

No.4 
No. 5 
No.6 
No.7 
No.8 

metal.back, 2 pen~, 
3 " 

Sealskin, for 2 pens, 
" 3 " 

Russia Leather, for 4 pens 
Sealskin, '' 4 "' 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. We guarantee 
these pockets superior in every particular to sim
ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much 
higher prices. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BOND STUEET- N.EW YOUK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

DO YOU 
USE A FOUNTAIN PEN? 

Then you need the COMBINED ~NK 

BOTTLE AND PEN FILLER, consisting 

of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a 

pen 8 or 10 times, with a Patent Rubber 

Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neat 

wooden case with a screw top, making 

the safest, most complete, compact, and 

convenient article for the use of travel-

. ing men and others now extant. Weighs 

when filled with ink · less than three 
The Metho<!ls Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, ounces. 

and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 
fpr the United States. 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fpurth Century, 
AND THE 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

The Work Contains t 92 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c. 

Send for it! Read it! Send it to Your Friends! 
Address all Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

On OAKLAND, CAL. 

Imitation Rose-wood case, 
Real Box-wood, · 

Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 

Address, 

25c. 
.50c. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO., 
43 BoNn STREET, NEw Yot<K 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 



256 THE AMERICAN SENTINEL .. VoL. 5, No. 32. 

NEW YORK, AUGUST 14, 1890. 

NOTE.-'-Any one receiving the AMERJCAN SENTINEL Without 
having o.rdered it may know that it is sent to ~im b~ som~ 
friend, unless plainly marked :• sa:mple copy .. " It IS our mvarJ
able.rule to send out no papers without pay m advance, except 
by special aiTangement, therefore, those. who have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need ·have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it-simply because they take it from the post-office. 

·A ·SI!)ei:::lal Offer. 

ANY one-either new or old subscriber 
-mentioning this notice, and sending us 
one d0llar for one year's subscription to 
TiE A.M:ERICAN -SENTINEL withi~1 30 days 
from the date of this paper, will receive 
by return mail, post-paid, a copy of either 
1'Civil Government and Religion, "or 
"The National Sunday Law," both of 
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THE Troy Annual Conference has peti
tioned: Congress that the corps of army· 
chaplains be enlarged. The development 
of a military corps of religionists, goes 
naturally hand in ha~d with legislative 
enactments to secure formal observance 
of religious doctrines. 

--------<·-------
THE Southern Sentinel, a Dallas, Texas, 

paper, that has for sorne months been 
doing good service in the promulgation 
of correct political doctrines in the Lone 
Star State, has just been enlarged. The 
principles of the Southern Sentinel are 
su)Jstantially the same as our own, and we 
rejoice in its prosperity. 

TlfE lnter-Ocwn says, that under the 
compulsory education law of Illinois, some 
school trustees "have assumed the right 
to indulge their individual prejudices 
against parochial schools." Yes, such 
laws as that are always used that way. 
The proper thing to do to put a stop to it, 
is to blot from the statute books such 
Jaws, forever. 

AuGUST 4, an election was held in 
Salt Lake City, in which the Liberal, or 
anticMormon ticket, was successful. Re
ferring to this fact, the Mail and Express 
says:-

Again the Christians have whipped their oppo
nents. In yesterday's election the Liberals carried 
the county by majorities ranging from three to 
five hundred, although the Mormons had placed a 
bogus ticket, called a ''workingmen's ticket," in the 
field. The contest was bitter and exciting. 

Thus, it appears that in Utah whatever 
is anti-Mormon is "Christian." We have 
no idea, however, that the men who en
gaged in this "bitter and exciting" con
test had any ide~ of doing it as Christians, 
but only as citizem;. The use of the word 

'' Christian " in this connection, is d;ue to 
the determination of the Mail and Ex
press school of politicians to so inix relig-. 
ious an(l political questions? that the peo~ 
ple will entirely lose sight of the difference; 
and suffer the State to exercise authority 
in both spiritual and temporal affairs. 

----~. -··· ---~ 
IT is stated that in a recent lecture in 

London, Dr. Parker said:-
Sunday.is . . . given up to parties at your 

homes,· bicycling. and lawn-tennis, even among 
occasional church-goers, who would· vote against 
the opening of museums on Sunday. 

It should be remembered that this is in 
"Christian" England, where they have 
a national Sunday law, an established 
church, and about all that the National 
Reformers insist would make it a Chris
tian nation. The moral is, that people 
cannot be made religious by law. Another 
thought in connection with it is, that this 
Sunday intolerance affects people very 
similarly in every part of the world; the 
"Christians" who want to compel others 
to keep Sunday when they do not keep it 
themselves, are not confined to England, 
some of them are to be found in New 
York, and we have even heard of them as 
far west as California. 

-----···-----
THE Paterson ( N. J.) Press has written 

to the authorities of one hundred-and
three of the principal cities of the United 
States for information as to the· regula
tions governing the use of their public 
parks on Sunday. Replies were received 
from eighty-nine, and of these, New 
Orleans is the only city which makes no 
distinction between Sunday aud other 
days of the week. Washington, D. C., 
and Richmond, Virginia, furnish no 
means of recreation and permit no amuse
ments whatever in their parks on Sunday. 

The comparison which the city of 
Washington bears in this regard to the 
other cities of the country, is an interest
ing fact to note, when it is remembered 
with what urgency a local Sunday law was 
pressed, at W jitshington, last winter. It is 
but another evidence of that which the 
entire country now knows, namely, that 
the whole effort was only an attempt to 
secure political capital to further the gen
eral movement for a national Sunday 
law. · 

A. CORRESPONDENT of the Duluth News, 
niakes the following good point:-

Rev. W.' F. Crafts, of the American Sabbath 
Union, after presenting his reasons for a Sunday 
law before an audience of workingmen, was asked 
if a law could not be made demanding one day of 
rest in seven, leaving the 'individual to ch~ose his 
day. Mr. Crafts replied; "If you take religion 
out of the day, you take the rest out of it.'' Now, 
if you cannot get rest on Sunday without religion, 
and a law is made compelling you torest, what 
else is it but a law compelling you to be religious? 

The fact is that were it not for their 
religious regard for Sunday, neither Mr. 
Crafts nor any other minister would be 

found pleading :fl0~:,a- Sunday law, _The 
history of the eig:ht-hour movement, and 

_other lab0r. reforms, proves this; the minis. 
ters haY.e}; as a class, inte]'ested themselves 
in none of t1rim1: -

. •----''------~ 
PRINCE J.?:(Sl\iARCK is credited with t.he 

following:----;--> - .. . ._- -• . -
Over-education •·led : to ''much disinitisfaction 

and disappointment· in Ge:tmariy, but ·in-Ri.1ssia it 
led to disaff0ction and conspiracy. There were 
ten times as many people· educated for the higher 
walks as ther\l w~te places to fill. Further, educa
tion was making pedantic theorists and visionaries, 
unfit for constitutional government. It would be 
madness to put such men in authority. Russians 
do not know yet what they want; they must 
therefore be ruled with a rod of iron. 

Of course education unfits men to be 
ruled by despots. Education familiarizes 
men with the .t~uth that governments de-· 
rive their jlist powers not by inheritance, 
but by the consent of the governed; it is, 
therefore, the foe of autocrats. 

ON A.prif 9,_ Senator Vance introduced 
in the Senate, '' A bill to release certain 
churcli property in the District of Colum
bia from taxation," which enacts, ''That 
all taxes a~1d special assessments which 
may have been heretofore charged against 
any church property in the District of 
Columbia, but remaining unpaid, be can
celled and released: provided, that at the 
time such tax or special assessment wa::; 
levied, the property in question was u::;ed 
exclusively for church purpose::;." 

Thus, unquesti01ied, would the United 
States Government recognize the demand 
of the Church for this modicum of indi
rect support from the State. A.s church 
property is untaxed, so all other property 
must submit to a heavier taxation in pro
portion, and therefore the taxes, which the 
church property would otherwise pay, are 
divided pro rata among all tax-payers, 
and consequently the entire taxable prop
erty is assessed with the church taxes. 

By this indirection the churchman ob
tains from the non-churchgoer just so 
much towards the aggrandizement of his 
church, ap.d the more worldly, wealthy, 
covetous and miserly the church organiza
tion ts, just so much more involuntary 
support and aid it draws from those who 
are uot in sympathy with its hoarding 
methods. 
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IT is said. that Queen Victoria allows 
military bands to play on Sunday after
noons o:n the ·east terrace of Windsor 
Castle, and that the Lord's Day Observance 
Sor.iety, scanda}ized by this act, have ad
dressed a letter to her asking her to sup
press the. bands. 

--------·~------
"RussiA," says the JYiissionary Herald, 

" is guilty of the most flagrant denial of 
the rights of conscience, and of religious 
liberty. It is said that tfl.ere are now 
in the common prison of Witepsk, several 
men and women of high moral character, 
:whose only offense is that they have 
spoken in quiet ways of the gospel truths 
which they have themselves received. 

After confinement of about six months, 
their trial was to take place. in June, with 
the probable result of their being deprived 
of property rights, and also sentenced to 
long imprisonment or banishment to Si
beria. No hand, save that of the Almighty, 
seems able to put a stop to these atroci
ties." 

How far this is ·a Christian country 
depends altogether on how far the princi
ples of Christianity have become the prin
ciples of the people. An intelligent pagan 
observer, who should be told that this is 
a Christian country, would not form the 
most .exalted notion of Christianity from 
what he might see. It is said that the 
Japanese Government recently sent a dep
utation to investigate the religious estab
lishment of England, with a view to its 
introduction into Japan as a national 
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religion. The commission reported ad
versely, chiefly on the ground that Chris
tianity had not saved England from being 
a drunken nation. To incorporate the 
Christian religion with the government, 
and make it the established religion, does 
not make a Christian nation in the best 
sense. Christianity cannot be legislated 
into the world; it must be propagated by 
the "foolishness of preaching. "-Chris
tian Advocate. 

Why Is It Impossible? 

LAST week we published an account of 
the appropriation of public money by 
Congress for the support of church 
schools, and the statement of Senator 
Dawes, that it was necessary to continue 
such appropriations because the present 
administration had found it impossible 
to divorce the Government from paro
chial schools. In this article we propose 
to examine the reasons which are given, 
why this thing is held to be impossible. 
After stating the amount of appropria
tions to parochial schools, from the years 
1886 to 1890, with an item of $356,967 for 
Catholic schools, and $204; 993 for schools 
of other denominations, for the year end
ing June 30, 1890, Senator J!awes, who 
had charge of the bill, said :-

That was the condition of things last year 
when the present management of the Indian 
Bureau came into power. That is maintained to
day in precisely the same; condition. 

This is a statement worth· examining: 
1. It is shown by the Senator that the 

United States Government is allied with 
the churches in the United States to such 
an extent as to be spending more than 
one-half million dollars each year, for the 
support .of the schools of these churches. 
That is, more than one-half million dol
lars is taken each year from all the people, 
and. given outright to certain churches 
with which to conduct church schools, 
and to teach the religious dogmas of 
those churches.·. 

2. It is stated by the Senator that the 

NUMBER 33. 

question, whether the Government should 
be connected wHh parochial schools at 
all, is a " great question." That is the 
truth. It is a great question. It is the 
great question that caused the Dark Ages, 
and has been the curse of every govern
ment until now. It is this question that 
our fathers sought to avoid, when they 
forbade Congress to have anything to do 
with-religion. But, although the whole 
spirit and intent of the United States 
Constitution forbids this thing now being 
done by the Government for certain 
churches of the United States, yet, both 
the Government and the churches went · 
deliberately ahead, and are still going 
ahead, and the people sit still, and let it 
go on without any protest. 

This is a forcible and practical illustra
tion of what THE SENTINEL has often 

·said: that constitutional safeguards are 
such, only so long as the intelligblilce of 
the people is kept up to the level of the 
Constitution. A people may have a per
fect Constitution, and yet, if they neglect 
it, so that the public intelligence falls 
below the level of the Constitution, and 
the real character of the Constitution is 
forgotten, then the Constitution is of ·no 
more value than so much blank paper. 
This is the condition of things in the 
United States now. So far as the subject 
of religion and government is concerned, 
the United States Constitution is as nearly 
perfect as a human production can be 
made. It declares an absolute separation 
between the Church, or churches, and 
the State; and prohibits the Government 
from having anything to do with estab
lishing any religion, or with any religion 
already established in any way. And 
yet, the people of the United States have 
so far forgotten these principles, and the 
necessity of maintaining them, that Con
gress goes on, year after year, bestowing 
national aid upon certain churches, and the 
people say not a word. They still elect 
men to Congress who are carrying on the 
same iniquity, and the people suffer this 
thing to go on, until the churches get 
such a hold upon the Government that it 
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is officially declared that it is impossible· 
to be broken. And this declaration· is 
made by the very men who are sent to 
Congress, and sit there un.der a solemn 
oath to support and defend the Constitu
tion of the United States:. Of what 
benefit is the, Constitution of the United 
States, in its provision for. the separation 
of Church and State, when the men who 
take oath to support it, thus violate it, 
and when the people are so careless and 
indifferent about the whole matter as to 
suffer it to go on year after year, with not 
a word of protest? This is indeed a great 
question. 

And yet, as great a question as it is, 
and as great a question as it is acknowl
edged by Senator Dawes to be; he considers" 
any discussion of the question to be "un
profitable and in every possible light an 
unfortunate discussion." How is it possi
ble that the discussion of the great funda
mental principles of the United States 
Constitution can be unfortunate and un
profitable? If this statement be true, 
then it was an unfortunate and unprofit
able thing for our fathers to put this 
principle in the Constitution at all; be
cause it is certain that every subject em
bodied in the Constitution is properly a 
subject of discussion. Therefore if the 

· statement of Senator Dawes be true, that 
the discussion of the question as to 
whether the Government should be con-

. nected with parochial schools, in other 
words, whether there shall be a union of 
Church and State-if the discussion of 
that· question can -ever be unfortunate 
and unprofitable, then that is only to 
charge that the action of the fathers, in 
making such a provision in the Oonstitu- · 
tion, was only unfortunate and unprofit
able. But Mr. Dawes even repeats this 
proposi.tion. He says:-

The present management was in favor of divor
cing the Government absolutely from them all, but 
it found it impossible to do that. Perhaps it would 
have been better, had the Indian education set out 
upon this principle, but it had gone so far and got 
so interwoven with the whole system of Indian 
education, that it was utterly impossible to retrace 
the step, and to avoid the precipitation upon the 
country of such a discussion as that, which could 
do no good anywhere. 

·Senator Dawes is from Massachusetts. 
Does he express the opinion of the peo
ple of that State, when he declares the 
discussion of the question of national 
support to parochial schools to be un
fortunate, unprofitable, and such as can 
do no good anywhere? Are the people 
of the United States, as a whole, ready 
to admit that the discussion of one of the 
greatest principles embodied in the United 
States Constitution, can ever be either un
fo~tunate or unprofitable, or such as can. 
do no good anywhere? yve cannot be
lieve that such is the sentiment of the 
majority of the people of the United 
States, but we shall very soon know 
whether it is or not. If this is allowed to 
go on, as it has been going for the last 

five years, and as Congress proposes to 
keep it going, without such a discus
sion throughout the whole country as the 
importance of the subject demands, then 
we shall know that· Senator Dawes has 
rightly represented the matter; and then 
we· shall 'likewise know how great a mis
take our fathers made, when they consid
ered that question of sufficient importance 
to make it one of the leading principles of 
the Constitution of the country. 

It is easy enough to understand how 
Senator Dawes, and other senators, should 
deem the discussion of this question to be 
unfortunate and unprofitable, and barren 
of good anywhere. These are politicians, 
and there are votes that depend upon the 
course they take; and therefore, it is easy 
to understand how tlwy can count any 
question unprofitable that will put them 
into the place where the course which 
they may take may jeopardize votes. We 
speak this advisedly, because it stands on 
the face of the speech of Senator Dawes, 
all the way through. We do not :r:emem
ber ever to have read a speech delivered 
in the halls of Congress, in which the 
essential characteristics of the political 
straddler were more openly displayed than 
in the speech of Senator Dawes on the 
Indian Appropriation Bill, in the Senate 
of the United States, July 24, 1890. He 
pretended to speak in support of the ad
ministration in its endeavor to divorce the 
Government from the parochial schools. 
He pretended to speak in opposition to 
the State aiding the church schools. He 
started out in a tone, and with a statement 
of facts which seemed as though he was 
determined to smite the evil with mighty 
blows, right and left. He seemed to be 
rallying all his strength for a mighty 
effort, that which might naturally be sup
posed to be intended to crush, as with a 
pile-driver, the whole wicked scheme; but 
it ended every time in tickling as with a 
feather, all the churches concerned, and 
particularly the Roman Catholic Church. 
For instance, when he had given the 
items of appropriation of public money, 
to the amount of $2,060,369 in support of 
church schools, apparently with the idea 
of opposing any further appropriation
after he had thus raised this great ques
tion of giving aid to parochial schools, he 
then artfully dodged the issue; and passed 
off the discussion of this "great question" 
as one altogether "unfortunate," "un
profitable," etc. 

Again, when he had given facts which 
involve the Catholic Bureau of Missions 
in the playing of ae clear a Jesuitical 
trick as ever was played, and upon which 
it would be naturally expected :Q.e would 
denounce the whole scheme, he mildly 
toned down the, vigorous array of facts, 
and partly apologized for it all, by say
ing:-

I had just as lief the Government money would 
go to carrying on that school, _as any other denom
inational school; and if the. Government is to go 

further into this cori;nection with denominational 
schools, it might as well do this. . . . If the 
Senate think it wise to go further, the Committee 
have nothing to say. 

Again, he said of the Bureau of Catho
lic Missions, these words:~ 

They have been on the ground here for the last five 
years pushing Catholic schools . upon the Govern
ment as earnestly as was in their power, and largely 
to that influence is attributed this great increase 
which has come to be three-fifths of all the appro
priations. They are active still. 

And when he had shown that that 
Bureau in its activity and in open defiance 
of the Indian Bureau, and of the adminis
tration, had gone to Congress, and had 
got four additional schools, with the ap
propriation of thousands of dollars to each 
-when he knew all this, and when he 
made the statement in his speech; yet in 
direct and immediate connection with 
these statements, he said this:-

There is a very efficient, and urgent, and active 
Catholic Bureau of Missions in this city . . . which 
deserves both personally and in the purpose for which 
it is organized the highest commendation. I know 
personally those who are at the head of it, and I 
have taken occasion, with great pleasure, to say 
that they are men worthy of confidence. 

That is to say, here is a Bureau, an 
organized church- association, organized 
solely for the purpose of pushing Catho
lic schools upon the Government, and to 
secure Government money for the support 
of these schools in violation of the Consti
tution of the United States; and yet, Sen
ator Dawes stands before the Nation and 
declares that that Bureau "both person
ally and in the purpose for which it waB 
organized, deserves the highest commen
dation," and that the men who are at the 
head of it "are men worthy of confi
dence," when he knew that the men at 
the · head of that Bureau had played as 
deliberate a trick upon the United States, 
as could ever be played. How can tlie 
Constitution of the United States, how 
can the interests of the people, be safe in 
the hands of such men, and in the pres
ence of such organizations ? 

And such are the reasons why the dis
cussion of this great question is considered 
unprofitable and unfortunate. It is true 
that such a discussion, as was carried on 
by Senator Dawes, is unprofitable !lnd 
unfortunate. It is true that that· carij do 
no good, but only harm everywh( ,,·e. 
Because such pandering to the chim5h 
power, such a tickling with straws, and 
such compromising of the Constitti'fton, 
can have no other effect than to embolden 
the encroachments of the church rower 
upon the Government, and the Cmistitu
tion, until the whole shall be completely 
swallowed up .. 

This is why it is considered impossible 
to divorce this. church power from the 
Government. This is why it is found 
impossible to retrace the steps already 
taken. Those who are in the place to 
retrace the steps; are so afraid of losing 
votes, . so afraid of losing party prestige, 
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tha;t they dare not discuss, much leAs de
denounce, the encroachment of church 
power upon the Constitution of our G~w
ernment. 

Do the American people endorse the 
speech of Senator Dawes? Is his position 
up9n this question the position of the 
American people ? Do the American peo
ple adopt his views, that tl1e dismission of 
the constitutional question of the absolute 
divorcement of Church and State in every 
form, is ·unprofitable and unfortunate, 
and of no good to anybody? Do the 
American. people endorse his view that it 
is impossible to break the hqld which the 

· chu:r-ch power has already secured upon 
thB national Government ? And yet one 
nw~e question : Are the Ainerican people 
rea'dy to admit, and sit quietly down with 
the adnlission, that the church power in 
the· UniteP, States has already so far en
cro:a,ched upon the national Government, 
as to havi:\ absolutely strangled free dis
cussion of one of the greate$t principles 
of the Constitution, and thus virtually to 
ha~e strangled all successful efforts at 
resistance; A. T .. J. 

The National Reform Idea of Gqvern~ 
ment. 

'~;HE National Reform theory of govern
meht is, that, instead of deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, 
governments derive their powers directly 
from God. " The powers that be are or
dained of God," is a text often quoted by 
them. What they understand by it is 
shown by the following paragraph from 
an article, by Rev. R. C~ Wylie, ,iri the 
Christian Statesman, of June 12. 

T~ the State belongs the power to define . 
marriage,. to declare who may ltnd who may not 
marry, and for what cause divorce may be granted. 

It is strange, indeed, that one who is 
jealous for the honor of God and for the 
authority of his law, should take such a 
positiotias this, for it is utterly subversiVe 
of all moral government. If God has 
given to civil government the authority 
ht!re indicated by Mr. Wylie, it at once 
becomes the duty of all, to accept the 
~uthority of government. as final upon 
th~se questions, and to gqvern their acts 
11~~ordingly. It is no longer necesssary 
thit any one should ask, what does the 
WQ~·.a of God say upon the subject of 

~· . 
dfY,orce? but what does the government 
say.? and having complied with the re
quf~ements of the civil authorities, he 
would be free from the claims of all law, 
both human and divine; for having dele
gated certain authority to government, 
God could not, and would not hold sub
jects responsible for the abuse of that 
power by those whom he had appointed 
to rule over them. 

The truth is that, while the State does 
properlyregulatemarriageandsayforwhat 
cause divorce may be granted, and while 

it is the duty of the Christian to comply 
with whatever marriage laws the State 
makes, in the matter of divorce the Chris
tian must be governed only by the law of 
Christ. That is, the law of the State per
mits divorce for many causes, but the law 
of God permits divorce for only one cause; 
and the Christian must not take advantage 
of the law of the State in this respect, but 
must obey implicitly the law of God as 
laid down by Chris.t. If the Christian 
has Scriptural ground for divorce, he 
may seek it through the proper legal 
channels provided by the State; if he has 
not Scriptural ground he must not seek a 
divorce at all, even though he may have 
abundant civil statutory grounds. 

This shows that the State has nothing 
whatever to do with interpreting and ad
ministering the law of God. Every man 
must answer for himself to God; which 
would not be the case if the State was 
permitted to come between the individual 
and God. In that case men would be 
responsible to the State, and the State to 
God; there would be in that case no 
direct accountability to God; the citizen 
would inquire, what does the State say? 
and knowing and doing the will of the 
State, the individual would be free. But 
such is not the plan of God. He has or
dained civil government to regulate the 
civil affairs of men, and in civil matters 
men are responsible to the State; but in 
morals, men are answerable alone to God. 
He is the only moral governor, and his 
law is the only moral law. c. P. B. 

"Unfamiliar Reasons for the Rest Day." 

IN recent numbers of the Christian 
Statesman, Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts has 
published a series of articles, in which he 
has exercised his skill in inventing nu
merous reasons for Sunday laws. One of 
these '' unfamiliar reasons " he gives un
der the sub-heading, "The Weekly In
dependence Day," and concludes thus:-

Laws setting apart a weekly "Independence 
Day" are no more inconsistent with liberty, and 
much more essential to it, than the.law of an. an
nual Independence Day. 

What analogy is there in the case ? 
The law of the annual Independence Day 
gives every one the libe;ty to observe it 
in whatever civil manner he chooses, or 
if he choose, not observe it at all. Is that 
the sort of law he wants for a weekly 
independence day? Not at all. He wants· 
all to be compelled to observe it, and 
that in a prescribed way. Such a law as 
he wants would subvert the very prin
ciple of our national independence, as 
expressed in the immortal Declaration. 
This declares that all have an inalienable 
right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness." But a Sunday law, such 
as National Reformers seek, would de
prive many of the liberty of pursuing 
their own happiness, even in the most 

quiet, peaceable, an<l harmless way, one 
day in every seven, while it would rob 
those, who are compelled by conscience 
to keep another day of the week as a sa
cred day, of one-sixth of their time in 
which to labor for an honest living. We 
conclude that Mr. Crafts's" reason for the 
rest day" is not only ''unfamiliar," but 
illogical, unjust, and subversive of human 
rights, as set forth in that matchless 
document, the Declaration of Independ-
ence. R. F. CoTTRELL. 

Boxing the Compass. 

THE question of religion in the army, 
is yet undisposed of by Congress, and 
may fail of settlement because of its in
tricacy. The following is from an edito
rial in The Churchman:-

Nowhere do the evils of a divided Christendom 
appear more glaringly, not even in heathendom, 
than in the army, where one gospel is so much 
needed and would be so affective. It is urged by 
some, that Congress has no constitutional power 
to provide chaplains, and that the existence of 
such officers is in direct contravention of that 
article of the Constitution which forbids any pro
vision for an establishment of religion. But if the 
practice, under an instrument from the date of its 
origin, be any clue to its true meaning, this objec
tion faHs. There have been chaplains both in the 
army and navy, and in both branches of Congress 
itself, since the present Constitution was adopted, 
and' before ;-since the Declaration of Independence. 
l.\'l"oreover, if the Supreme Court should rule this 
objection valid, the public conscience would at 
once demand an alternative to the present system, 
for nothing is more certain than that this Nation is 
Christian. The question of religion in the army 
cannot be evaded, however it be postponed. It is 
related of a former adjutant-general, well known 
to churchmen, that having constructed the chapel 
of the Soldiers' Home at Washington, on good ec
clesiological principles, he proceeded to furnish it 
with a Protestant Episcopal altar and the chancel 
furniture; and that, objection having been made 
that three-fourths of the old soldiers were Roman 
Catholics, he built another altar, at the opposite end 
of the chapel, and fitted the seats with railroad 
backs. The story is so good and illustrative of this 
writing, that the general must pardon this use of it, 
though it should be an "invention." But if all 
the '' divisions of Christendom " had demanded 
equal rights, the general would have been driven 
to call in the admiral to box the compass for the 
orientation of his transepts. This is practically the 
problem now before Congress. That it is "before 
Congress" will appear from the fact that the Gen
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, meeting 
in Omaha, took formal action to promote the cause 
of religion in the army, and appointed a committee 
of distinguished men, to petition Congress and to 
invite the co·operation of other religious bodies to 
the same end. Several of these have cordially re
sponded by action of their highest councils, the 
General Convention being one of them; besides the 
independent action of several diocesan conventions. 
Three or four bills to this effect lie on the table of 
the present Congress, the main purpose of all being 
a demand for "a chaplain in every post." There 
are now thirty chaplains to a hundred posts. 

What is the problem, according to the 
above extract, which is now practically 
before Congress? It is to so skillfully 
box the religious compass of naval and 
military religion, that its points of doc
trinal direction shall correspond to those 
of all the "divisions of Christendom," 
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:which may be represented m those 
branches .of the public service. If, then, 
Congress has in hand the problem of 
naming, in their order, all the points of 
the religious compass, and providing 
means by which each man in the employ 
of the Government may be enabled to 
face his own particular denominational 
altar, the sea of controversy upon which 
the ship of ·State is about to be launched, 
will be found to be the identical one de
scribed by Sinbad the Sailor, in which the 
mutual attraction of the lodestone islands 
will draw the ship apart, and distribute its 
wreck equally, to every false magnetic 
pole in this troubled sea of religious con
troversy. 

Such will. be the result, if the ship of 
State voyages on such a sea, so manned 
and navigated, with a ship's compass ac
commodated to the magnetic pole of every 
lodestone island in the theological chart. 

The Attributes of the State. 

THERE is considerable difference be
tween a '{bation and a State. A nation is 
an aggregation of people, who speak the 
same language, have the same character
istics, and follow the same customs. A 
State is a political organization of the in
habitants of a certain territory, formed 
by the people for their mutual protection 
against :violence and injustice. A wh~le 
nation may form a single State, but this 
is seldom the case, as is shown from the 
divided governments of the Spanish, 
.French, German, English, and other na
tions. National lines are absolute, and are 
determined by the circumstances of birth 
and language. A State exists by the will 
of those who form it, and its limits are not 
confined to conditions .of nature, such as 
those of birth and language, since the 
representatives of many nations may com
bine to form a State. A nation is the 
prod11ct of nature, while a State is an 
artificial arrangement to meet existing 
circumstances, and is therefore liable to 
change. 

A nation, in the state of nature, gives 
no security to the weak against violence 
and oppression from the strong. With
out a civil government, such as is afforded 
by the St.ate, anarchy would always pre
:va:il, and thus, each would · do as he 
plElased, without regard to the rights of 
others. Might would be right, and the 
strong would always prevail, to the in
jury of the W.:lak. This has been abun-' 
dantly demonstrf).ted in the history of 
alwriginal nations, from the remotest 
times. mvil government, then, is or 
should be, a government of the people, 
by .the people, and for t:Q.e people, to pro
tect .the person and property of alt aiike; 
to compel all to satisfy their wants from 
the products of their industry, rather 
than by plunder, and to settle their differ
ences ·by arbitration, rather than by brute 
force, 

In other words, civil government is 
organized to do for the members of a 
community, either singly or collectively, 
what they are unable to do for themselves 
without the co-operation of public author
ity. While this leaves the great part of 
human affairs, as they should be in any 
free government, to individual enterprise, 
there are always public measures, such as 
negotiations with . foreign powers, the 
ra1smg and maintenance of military 
forces, and the collecting of taxes with 
which to provide for expenses for the 
public good, which must be left to the 
domain of governmental power, because 
if left to the people promiscuously; mis
understanding and confusion would ensue, 
which would at once destroy the peace of 
the community. 

The State cannot, however, do every
thing simply because it has.· been thus 
clothed with power. The State owes all 
that it is to the people who have created 
it, and defined its powers. It may be in
deed that the powers of a State have 
not been limited at all bythe people who 
have created it. But there is a Power yet 
above both State and people, who has set 
a limit to the powers of the State. The 
God of heaven has separated, :from any 
jurisdiction or cognizance of the State, 
the duties and obligations which men owe 
to him. Man did not noed a civil gov
ernment to define moral duties, because 
such knowledge was. in his possession 
before the formation of the civil govern
ment. And if man had· acted according 
to this knowledge, the necessity for civil 
government never would have existed. 
Yet when man departed from the right 
use of this knowledge, and thus made it 
necessary that civil government should 
exist, even then it was not necessary to 
have a State compact to enforce the 
authority of Heaven, by punishing in
fractions of the divine law; for the 
Author of that law proclaimed his own 
ability to administer his own government, 
and punish for the violation of his stat
utes. " To me belongeth vengeance and 
recompense. . . . The Lord shall judge 
his people?' Deut. 32: 35, 36. The be
ings whom the State governs, are, there
fore, subject to a moral law which is 
higl1er than any human law. 

Then what is the necessity for a civil 
government? Simply to regulate the 
civil relations of those who are citizens 
of the State, and by whose consent it 
governs. But the State being the creat
ure of the citizens, it has no right to com
mand them in matters which would con
travene the higher law to which they are 
amenable, since the Author of that law 
is above both the citizen and the State. 
In truth, the State can have- no more 
power over ·the things of the moral law, 
which emanates from Jehovah, than it 
has ov~r ph:ysical laws, since both of 
these have the same or-igin~ and ar~ alike 
unchangeable. 

Some may object that this method of 
reasoning could not apply in countries 
where· the patriarchal theory of govern
ment obtains. B1,1t that does not prove 
the reasoning incorrect. The rule fol
lowed in those countries where the oldest 
child is made a ruler of the nation, 
whether qualified or not, is absurd, and 
cannot be sustained either in reason or 
the Bible. Jacob was not the eldest son 
of Isaac, nor Judah of Jacob, nor David 
of Jesse, nor Solomon of David. Those 
passages in the New Testament, which 
describe government as an ordinance of 
God, and require subjection to it on that 
account, were written to a people who did 
not live under an hereditary government. 
The Roman emperors were magistrates 
supported by the army. None of them pre
tended to rule by right of birth. Nero, 
whom Paul exhorted the Christians in 
Rome to obey, was a usurper by the mur
derous intrigues of wicked and adulterous 
women. Tiberius also, whose authority 
Christ recognized by commanding that 
tribute should be given him, ruled by 
virtue of the will of Augustus, and the 
power of the army, "having crept darkly 
into it by the intrigues of a wife, and by 
adoption from a superannuated prince." 

English kings, too, have ruled in defi
ance of the patriarchal theory, as will be 
seen by the history of that nation during 
the reign of Henry I., Stephen, John, 
Henry IV., Henry V., Henry VI., Rich
ard III., and others. Henry VIII., far 
from believing in the divine right of 
kings, obtained an act of Parliament 
giving him power to leave the crown 
by ·will, and took advantage of that 
power, to the prejudice of the royal 
family ofScotland. Edward VI. assumed 
a similar power, with the approbation 
of some of the most eminent reformers. 
Elizabeth indueed Parliament to pass a 
law giving power to the reigning sover
eign, with the assent of the estates of the 
realm, to alter the _succession. 

These instances show conclusively, that 
none of those sovereigns mentioned, be
lieved in the hereditary rule in govern
ment. Sometimes, indeed, as in the case 
of James, who, though an heir of William 
the Conqueror, was excluded from the 
throne by the testament of Henry VIII., 
it was maintained that birth confers a 
right to the throne which it is impos
sible for law to set aside. But a re
publican form of government has al
ways been so obviously the best suited to 
man's civil necessities, that monarchies 
have been constantly yielding to its in
fluences, until many of them have· become 
so limited that little besides the outward 
signs of royalty rema{ns, and the will of 
the people predominates. · 

J. 0. CoRLISS. 

No civil government has any commis
sion to administer the divine law. 
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Religious Laws in Washington. 

THE American Sabbath Union has, for 
the past year, shown a very marked 
anxiety for the corporate morality of the 
city of Washington, and the District of 
Columbia. In the Sunday-rest Conven
tion, held in Washington, the thirtieth of 
Januf1,ry, Rev. W. F. Crafts, while be
wailing the lack of Sunday laws at the. 
capital, spoke of the situation being "the 
same B!S it is in the far West,-Alaska, 
California, Idaho, and Arizona. In that 
strange fraternity Washington is left,
beau.tifU:l, beautiful WasMngton." For 
sevdral weeks, in different churches of the 
city; Mr; Crafts continued to reiterate 
that: refrain of '' beautHul, beautiful 
W a~hington,-in that strange fraternity!" 

· This wail for the beautiful city associ
ated' with such castaways, degraded by 
such evil companionship, arose from the 
clai£n. that Washington, in company with 
the States and Territories named, had no 
Sunday law. 

It is true that the above named divis
ions of·· the United States' are the only 
representa~ives of pure, civil, and relig
ious liberty, undefiled, which this Union 
affords; but is it true that Washington 
and :the District of Columbia are worthy to 
be named in that' roll of honor ? It is not. 
In Washington City, no hacks, or other 
vehicles for hire, are .allowed to wait at 
their stands, ()r upon the streets, for 
custom on Sunday; no omnibuses or 

.. hacks may be left standing in the street, 
and no vehicle may be was~ed in the 
st.reet on Sunday; barbers may not pursue 
their occupation, after one o'clock, P. M., 

without being liable to a fine of from 
twenty to forty dollars, on.e-half to go to 
.the informer>. no place of business for the 
sale of any article for profit, may be kept . 
.open on Sunday, except drug stores and 
undertakers' rooms; newspapers may not 
be carried on the streets after one, P. M., 

and no other articles hawked upon the 
streets during any portion of the day; no 
liquor can be sold, and all bars must be 
kept closed during the entire day and 
eve11ing. {See Webb's digest, pages 372-4, 
295.)' 

Reference to the same· digest, page 310, 
shows the ~ollowing: "It shall not be law
ful for any person or persons to curse, 
swear, or make use of any profane lan
guage, etc., under a penalty not 
exceeding ten dollars for ·each and every 
such offense." Arrests under this are 
frequent in Washington, the last noticed 
in the daily city papers, was Oil August 6. 

The management of the public parks 
permits· no games or recreation within 
their limits, on Sunday. 

Besides all this, the District Commis
sioners have publicly declared, that as 
Bl~ckstone has asserted Christianity to be 
part of the law of England, they had, in 
that dictum, sufficient authority upon 
which to arrest and pro$ecute Sunday 

baseball players in the District of Colum
bia ;-consequently, by parity of reason
ing, the Commissioners could arrest and 
prosecute for anything which they might 
decide to be an offense against the Chris
tian religion. 

Again, in addition, reference to the 
"Laws of the District of Columbia," page 
136, shows that the Maryland law of 1723 
was incorporated in the laws of the Dis
trict; investigation shows that law never 
to have been repeal~d, and to be in force 
to-day. It is entitled "An act to punish 
blasphemers, swearers, drunkards, and 
S(;tbbath breakers," and is very complete 
in its enumeration of the different phases 
of these offenses, and thorough in its pro
visions; and still the Sabbath Union 
mourns over "beautiful, beautiful Wash
ington," under the ban of a secular gov
ernment. On the contrary, Washington 
and the District are under all these re
ligious regulations, and what a bitter trav
esty on the Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution, and its first Amendment, 
and the boasted enlightenment of the Amer
ican people is the presence of such laws on 
the statute books, and among the ordi
nances of the capital city of the Nation. 

What can be said for the intelligence, 
or Christianity of those, who, instead of 
striving to have them expunged from the 
records, would add to that brood from the 
Dark Ages? w. H. M. 

---~·---

When and by Whom Should the Bible 
Be Taught? 

THERE is no question 'as to the fact that 
the Bible ought to be taught. But the 
quE;stion does arise, where shall it be 
taught? and by whom? 

The place where to teach is not so 
material, as the kind of doctrine or prin
ciples taught. The Bible is committed 
to faithful men to teach and preach, and 
to be faithful they must have faith; for 
how can a person teach that of which he 
has no well defined knowledge? God's 
book addresses itself to the spiritual un
derstanding of men. Hence, a person 
must be spiritually minded, and in posses
sion of the divine spirit, to teach spiritual 
things, for the natural m.an understandeth 
not the things oE God, for they are spirit
ually discerned. 

Now, as the State and Government 
are not spiritual, nor indeed can be, they 
cannot teach, or cause to be taught, 
spiritual things, for as they are not spirit
ual they cannot tell when spiritual things 
are taught; and are therefore liable to be 
grossly imposed upon by pretenders. And 
forcing spiritual men and women to un
willingly submit to the most flagrant 
errors in religious teaching, would destroy 
religion. Patent · political preaching is 
not the kind of which God approves. God 
always has chosen, and always wilJ. choose, 
his own standard bearers. 

Public schools, in many instances, are 

supplied with irreligious teachers, fw.d 

they are not proper persons to read to 
pupils, or instruct them, out of the Bible. 
God put his law in the hands of Aaron 
in the beginning, and farther on, in the 

. hands of the prophets, and lastly, Jesus 
Christ put the work into the hands ofthe 
newly-made church, and sent them out 
to preach to, and disciple all natimi.l;l, en
couraged by the words, " I am with you 
alway." 

Christianity is a work of God in the 
soul, and a matter of conscience between 
the individual and his God; and no man 
has a right to step in and tell me what I 
shall believe; or how and when I shall 
worship. The Baptist, the Jew, and Ad
ventist have a right to keep the seventh 
day or any other day if that is their sin
cere conviction. I have a right to keep 
every day in th€l week if I like, or no day 
at all, so long as I do not interfere with 
the social, moral, and religious rights of 
others. God does not compel men to be 
religions; does not force men to believe; 
they have a right of choice; they can 
doubt everything if (hey like; they make 
their choice, and must take the conse
quences of that choice. 

I am opposed to the Blair bill, because 
it seeks to improve upon God's plan of 
dealing with men. It assumes that God 
is incompetent to control men under his 
system of government. And Mr. Blair 
volunteers to assist the Almighty in mak
ing people religious, if he can get Con
gress to help him. He had l1etter keep 
his hands off the holy· ark, for there is 
death · behind it. Why will men under- · 
take to lumber up Congress with a work 
that belongs exclusively to the Church 
and to individual conscience ? 

I am opposed to the Sunday-rest bill~ 
because it takes away the right of the 
church as a religious organization; pros
titutes its sanctity, and turns religion 
over to a Christless formality, and insti
tutes a new machine for the manufacture 
of hypocrites, by compelling men to. appear 
to be what they are not, and compelling 
men to subscribe to that which they do 
not believe, and will not practice. 

. R. M. CULVER. 

---~-·----

National Reform Kindergarten. 

THE Young People's Society of Chris
tian Endeavor, which recently held at St. 
Louis, the largest convention ever gathered 
by any religious society, has been form
ally received into the coterie of religions 
bodies, associated together as the National 
Reform party. The Chr·istian Statesman, 
hereafter, will devote a column in each 
issue to theY. P. S. C. E. The Young 
Men's Christian Association is now tht) 
only organization of moment, ·established 
for a professedly moral purpose, which 
has not sold itself to politics and forsaken 
true religion, pure and undefiled, for 
the great deception in the religions world 
ofthis day. 
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Has It Come to Such a Paf)s? 

As to the question of sectarianism in 
the public schools, the Canada Presbyte
rian suggests two solutions of this dif
ficulty. 

The one is to read both versions, and the other 
that Catholics and Protestants should agree upon 
a book of selections. There is nothing impossible 
about either solution, if both parties were earnest 
and would yield a little. The matter is not made 
easier by the fact that many good men, and some 
good journals like the Christian at Work, are in 
favor of pure secularism. The Roman Catholics 
are a unit in favor of religious instruction. 

The alternatives mentioned above are 
not offered by the Roman Catholics, nor 
would they be acceptable to them. The 
Romanists not only want the Douay 
version read, but they want it explained 
and taught. A book of selections perfunc
torily read, would satisfy neither Roman
ists nor Protestants. The only practicable 
way is t<OJ devote the schools to secular 
instruction, and use the Church, the Sun
day-school, and the home for religious 
instruction. There was religious instruc
tion before there wtlre public schools, and 
there ought to be religious instruction, 
even if the public schools are not devoted 
to religious instruction. If the Church 
and the home and the Sunday-school are 
wholly inadequate to instruct the young 
religiously, but must depend upon the 
public scho0l, let them confess their fail
ure, and we will see what can be done 
about it. Somehow we do not believe 
matters have come to such a pass yet.
Christian at Work. 

------~·~------

Where Shall They Go? 

A CHICAGO paper says: "A large ele
m@nt in the urban population is ignorant, 
industrious, struggling with poverty, and 
trying to keep its children in school. Its 
evenings are dim and weary. What are 
its Sundays ? The womtm go to saloons 
in many instances-in far greater numbers 
than godliness on the avenues would like 
to believe possible. Where else have they 
to go ? One of the ministers proposed a 
few years ago even to close the parks Sun
days. The children of these poor people 
go to the parks if they can, as soon as the 
hot weather sets in to stay. The homes 
of these people are simply pens of distress. 
They are too close for reading, even if the 
families aro disposed to read; and happily 
the distributing stations of the public li-

. brary supply a great proportion of them 
with boeks. They have no music to speak 
of. Of courile they have no pictures, or 
engravings or etchings, or aught that re
freshes a weary eye and opens vistas for 
imagination to carry off into ideal happi
ness the victim of social depression. This 
element in the population of all American 
cities is annually increasing, and in Chi
cago it is far larger than is generally sup
posed." 

NATIONAL.-
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Liberty of Conscience. 

-PUBLIC attention is being called to a 
recent attempt to enforce a rigid Sunday 
law in Tennessee. For the first time since 
the establishment of our Government, will 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
be calle,d upon to decide upon the consti
tutionality of the laws requiring com
pulsory observance of special days as 
sacred days. As we have no established 
national religion, of course a Moham
medan who abstains from business on Fri
day, which is his Sabbath, or a Jew who 
similarly abstains of a Saturday, or one of 
the Baptist divisions that also keep Sat
urday as a Saboath, pan be made to 
observe Sunday only by the same sort of 
unjust law that once made it a crime to 
read an English translation of the Bible. 

For the protection of the great body of 
the American people who observe Sunday 
as a day of worship, the law may propE?rly 
require that no unnecessary noises or 
other disturbing proceedings shall be per
mitted near places of worship during 
worshiping hours. To pass beyond this 
line, is to manifest a discrimination as 
to religious belief inconsistent with the 
toleration our purely secul~r system of 
government is bound to observe. The 
religious world ca:c. make rules for the 
conduct of its own people, but when they 
attempt to enforce those rules by the 
power of the law, they are usurping an 
authority inconsistent with the spirit of 
our Government, and are requiring an 
outward conformity which is without, or 
against, personal conviction. Such en
forced conformity is also inconsi~tent with 
the spirit of Christianity, for that requires 
the willing obedience of heartfelt service, 
given freely from personal faith and sin
cere conviction of duty. 

Let the Christian, rather by what he 
does than by what he says, commend 
religion and its sweet and beautiful ob
servances to the esteem and admiration 
of the world. "Let your light so shine 

before men that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven." To force Christian observ
ances upon reluctant minds is to cleaJise 
the outside of the platter, to arouse the 
spirit of antagonism, and to compel the 
assertion of human liberty, which led 
Martin Luther to say that before he 
would submit to a sabbatizing of Sun
day, he would play on that day, jump on 
it, dance on it. . 

This compulsory mode of exacting 
Sunday observance is a departure from 
the mild and persuasive influence that 
Jesus required. "Ye know not what 
spirit ye are of," he said, when some of 
his disciples in their excess of unwise 
zeal, would have had recourse to harsh
ness. To command and enforce compli
ance with religious duties is to depart 
from the genius and essence of Christian
ity. -Jessamine Journal, Nicholasville, 
Kentucky, July 25. 

Nothing Less than Persecution. 

CoMMENTING editorially on the same 
case, that of R. M. King, the Chicago 
Tribune sl'tys :-

Mr. King has not only the National Religious 
Liberty .Association at his back, but the whole body 
of .Adventists, who observe the seventh day as their 
Sunday, and are tenacious of their rights and their 
faith. They claim the right under the First and 
Fourteenth .Amendments of the Constitution, and the 
Bill of Rights of the State, .to work upon Sunday 
as they do upon every other day of the week. 
.As Mr. King himself is an .Adventist, and his 
prosecutors and defenders are Christian organiza
tions, the contest is confined to religious bodies, but 
the whole country will nevertheless watch the 
case with great interest, as it involves a question 
which has been largely discussed among the people 
but has not before e!lgaged the attention of the 
national Supreme Court. So long as the labor of 
the .Adventists pn Sunday does not interfere with 
the rights of the Mosaic and Puritanic people on.the 
same day, the prosecution of them seems neither 
more nor less than persecution. 

This shows how fair-minded men regard 
Sunday laws, and especially their eiiforce
ment_against those who observe another 
day. The observance or non-observance 
of a day should, however, make no differ
ence, since it is neither the right nor the 
duty of the State to enforce upon anybody 
any religious observance. 

Would Welcome Sunday ·Opening. 

A CURIOUS and interesting feature of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, on free 
days, is the presence at noon of workmen 
in overalls, and bearing all the marks of 
recent toil. They evidently come from 
the scene of building operations hard by, 
and their presence shows how eagerly 
working men would welcome the opening 
of the Museum on Sundays. The Sunday 
closing, by the way, is more and more a 
farce, for there is a constant increase in 
the number of Sunday passes issued to 
artists and their friends.-The Sun. 
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HEALTH produces wealth; and good health can 

not be made of poor matelial. The agitation of 
this health question for some years in the past~ 
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HEALTHFUL FOODS, 
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A DISP ATOH from Plainfield, New 
Jersey, says:-

Determined to give the horses a weekly day of 
rest, local humanitarians have announced their 
intention of putting an effectual stop to Sunday 
driving. Plainfield has fifty miles of macadamized 
driveways, and every pleasant Sunday these are 
thronged with coaching parties. Many of these 
Sunday-driven horses are in use every day. 

Whether these horses are to rest upon 
a purely secular basis or not, is not stated. 

THE State Secretary of the Sunday 
Union, for Iowa, has undertaken the publi
cation of an eight page monthly, devoted 
solely, as it says, to the question, "Shall 
we protect the Christian Sabbath, or sur
render it to the organized opposition., 

That the Pearl of Days has now two 
coadjutors, one in the middle West,· and 
another on the Pacific coast, the latter 
edited by the State Secretary of the Sun
day Union, for California, marks the steady 
growth of the movement to accomplish· 
religious legislation; and. should stimulate 
to more faithful effort th~se who fore
see the final outcome; that the truth of 
this question may be presented before 
the people while their minds are still free 
to consider it, and while there is still 
opportunity for full and untrammeled 
discussion. 

ABOUT a year ago, Rev. J. M. Foster, 
one of the National Reform Secretaries, 
published an article in the Christian 
Statesman, in which, referring to the J ef
fersonian theory of government, he said:-

That theory is dead and buried long ago. There 
is only one theory accepted among political philoso
phers now: "·There is no power but of God; the 
powers that be are ordained of God." 

As every American knows, the J effer
sonian theory of government is that set 
forth in the Declaration of Independence, 
that governments are for the purpose of 
securing human rights, .and that they 
derive their just powers from the consent 
of the governed, that is, fi·om the people. 
This, Mr. Foster denies in the above quota
tion; but in the Christian Statesman, of 
June 5, Rev. R. C. Wylie, another Na
tional Reform Secretary, has an article in 
the form of a catechism, in which he 
says:-

QueBtion. ·what is the origin of that authority 
possessed by the Government to enact and enforce 
lawt 

Answer. The authority possessed by_ the -Gov
ernment to enact and enforc13 law, is derived di-
rectly from the people. · 

This is sound ·doctrine, but it is not 
genuine National Reform doctrine; it is 
simply a National Reform concession to 
the American idea of government. 

----·-----
"SUNDAY laws," says the Colorado 

Graphic, "are not passed in the interest of 
temperance. They are passed ·in the in
terest of a certain class of so-called Chris
tians, who wish to tear down the beautiful 
gtructure Christ built, to gratify their self
ish, clannish, dogmatic reasoning. They 
even grossly insult fellow-Christians who 
oppose Sunday legislation, and totally 
ignore the Hebrews. The question of 
Sunday observance is something with 
which no government; no State, no city, 
no town should meddle. The o bservaRce 
of Sunda.y as a day of rest is a beautiful 
custom, but its enforcement at the muzzle 
of a national, a State, or a municipal law 
is as obnoxious and uncalled for, as the 
enforcement of church attendance, or fam
ily prayers, by the same means." 

BISHOP VINCENT is I't~ported as haying 
said, in a late address at Chautauqua:-

I do not believe that the church of to-morrow 
ought to be a political church. When the Method
ist Episcopal Church, which I humbly represent, 
begins a political career, urges the passage of cer
tain laws and measures which will be for her spe
cial advantage, and hers alone, I am done with that 
church, and am her bitterest enemy. 

The Bishop's first sentence lays· down .a 
general principle; in his second, he applies 
it to his personal relation to the d6\nomi
nation of which he is a member; and in 
doing so he emphasizes his antagonism to 
a political church as a whole and in prin
ciple. 

The Bishop is right. As he is a fol
lower of Christ and a lover of true· relig
ion, so is he a bitter enemy of political hy
pocrisy and legal formality. 

No clearer and more certain evidence 
can be found, and no truer general cri
terion laid down, of the purity of a man's 
religion, than the mutual enmity which 
exists between him and a political church. 

------~~------

THE Supreme Court of Maine has lately 
been called upon to decide a case, in which 
was involved the horrible offense of "rid
ing upon Sunday for exercise, and for 
no other purpose." The question was, 
whether such a startling act as this 
could be committed in Maine without 
violating the statute in relation to the 
observance of "the Lords day?" After 
wrestling with the question for a season, 
the Court set forth the following:-

In O'Connell VB Lewiston, 65 Me. 34, and David
son VB Portland, 69 id. 116, it was held that walking 
out in the open air upon the Sabbath for exercise 
is not a violation of the statute. In other jurisdic
tions, also, it has been held not to be unlawful to 
ride to a funeral (Horne VB Meakin, 115 Mass. 326); 

walking to prepare medicine for l!o sick child (Gor
man VB Lowell/ 117 id. 65); riding to visit a sick 
sister (Cron.an VB Boston, 136 id. 384); traveling to 
visit a ~iy_k. friend (Doyle VB Railroad Company 118 

. id., 195); a servant riding to prepare needful food 
for her e!pployer (King VB Savage, 121 id. 303); a 
father riqing to ~visit his two boys (M'Clary vs 
Lowell, 44 Vt) 1i6); walking for exercise (Hamil
ton VB Boston,~ HAllen 475); and'walking partly 
for exercise and partly to :make a social call (l~arker 
VB Worcester, 139 ·Mass. 74). The statute was never 
intended as an arbitrary interference with the com
fort and conduct of individuals, when necessmy to 
the promotion of health, in walking or riding in the 
open air for exercise. The prohibition is against 
unnecessary walking or riding. As a general rule 
the jury, under proper instructions from the court, 
must determine this question from the circumstan
ces presen~ed to them. 

What a travesty of every sound princi
ple of law, of justice, and of government 
it is, to see the Supreme Court of a State 
gravely spending its time in interpreting a 
statute th.at by any possibility. could in
volve such a question as this! 

"THE Sunday question," says the Po
litical World, of London, "has cropped 
up in New South Wales, where it appears 
there are some pious people who think 
it wicked to indulge in innocent amuse
ment and recreation on Sundays. Curi
ously enough an old imperial act of 
George III., making Sunday entertain-

. ments illegal, has been found by the courts 
to apply to the Colony. A well-known 
colonial theatrical manager has been fined 
for contravention of this moldy statute. 
But the victory gained in the law courts 
by the promoters of the proceedings, is 
after all, a doubtful advantage, seeing 
that this attempt to revive antiquated 
statutes was strongly condemned by the 
judges, who, indeed, expressed themselves 
in favor of a reform of the l&w so that the 
subject of a Sunday entertainment might 
be placed on a footing more in accordance 
with the general view of the present day." 

ALL denominations have the right to· 
.sustain their own parochial schools, if 
they please, but should keep their secta
rianism out of the common schools. In
deed, an intelligent friend to the Bible, 
and the civil rights of our country, will 
not urge the iaea of scripture readin~ in 
our public schools.-Judge Thomas Bar
low. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the prE)serva
tion of the United States Constitution as it is 

so far as regards religion or religious tests, ' 
and the maintenance of human 

rights both civil and religious. 
It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

towards a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 

S!NGLE CoPY, PER YEAR, PosT-PAm, . . • • $1.00. 
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, • . • • 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, 5s. 

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
43 BoNn STREET, NEW Yo~ 



Equal and exact justice to all 111e'1, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or politicaL-Thomas Jefferson. 

VQLUME 5. 

Tlle Amerriean Sentinel. 
PUBtiSH]!}D WEEKLY, BY TIIE 

PAOIFIO PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

No. 48 BoND ST., NEW Y{>aK. 

Entered at the :!jew York Post Office as Second Class Matter. 

EDITOR, - - • ALONZO T. JONES. 

ASSOCIA 'l'E EDITORS, 

0. P. BOLLMAN, w. H. MCKEE. 

THE St. Paul Dispatch notes the fact 
that a new Russian war vessel is called 
The Twelve Apostles, and says: "Its 
presumable mission is to go abroad into all 
the world and preach the gospel of-fiend
ish despotism." And that is about as 
near as any civil government can eome to 
preaching the gospel. Civil government 
always smuts religion when it touches it. 

JusT as long as Protestants insist, 
against all their prineiples of separation 
of Church and State, that there shall be 
religious exereises in the public sehools, 
they have no argument against the Cath
olics. The reading of the Bible, or 
prayer, in the public schools is a relie of 
a State church, sueh as we .used to have; 
and the fear of dropping it lest religion 
should suffer, is the survival of the cow
ardice which used to make the Church 
think it would perish if it lost the sup
port of the State,-,-Independent. 

A CALIFORNIA paper has the following 
note:-

The Executive Committee of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union has appointed the Rev. 
Edward Thomson, D. D., LL.D., the State 
secretary of the association for California, 
and dist:r:ict secretary for the Pacific Coast. 
He has appointed a district convention 
in San Francisco, for August 16, 17, 18. 
Bishop Fowler is expeeted to preside, and 
Bishop John P. Newman will assist. The 
California Christian Advocate says: ''This 
will be the opening of what we trust may 
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prove a successful campaign in the inter
ests of Sunday reform. The ~meriean 
Sabbath Union has accomplished great 
things in other States, and we doubt not 
if the Christian people of every denomin
ation will give Dr. Thomson and his co
workers a hearty welcome, that much 
may be done here." We presume that 
this means the. beginning of active work 
with reference to the coming State elec
tion. 

A Problem for Solution. 

THERE has been a great deal said, in and 
out of Congress, upon the question of a 
national system of education. There is 
much still being said, and there is also 
much that is proposed to be d~ne. Sen
ator Blair, and many other senators, 
worked diligently to seeure the passage 
of an act by which the United States 
Government should assume a considerable 
part in the control of the public schools 
in all the States. Then, again, Mr. Blair 
proposes, and large organizations of 
people support, a resolution to amend 
the Constitutjon of the United States, so 
that thereby the national Government 
shall be empowered to assume complete 
and total charge of the education of all 
the children in the United States. Then, 
again, Senator Edmunds proposes a bill 
for the establishment of a national uni
versity, for the higher education of people 
in the United States. 

In view of all these things it is proper 
to inquire what facilities and what quali
fications the national Government has for 
educating the people of the United States, 
whether partially as proposed in the Blair 
bill, or totally as in the Blair amendment, 
or in a university course as proposed by the 
Edmunds bill? And happily, there is a 
means of answering to some extent, this 
interesting question. 

In the discussion of the Indian Appro
prjation bill, which we have mentioned 
in THE SENTINEL, of the past two weeks, 
some important items are given which 
throw light upon this question. Th~;Jre are, 

NUMBER 34. 

it appears, somewhere about thirty or forty 
thousand Indian children in the United 
States. These have been adopted by the 
United States Government. They are not 
only considered, but are called, wards 
of the Government. The Government has 
assumed the responsibility of their educa
tion; and how has it discharged this re
sponsibility? Why, it is found that so far 
is it from being able to educate these few 
·Indians, itself, that it has found it neces
sary to let out the work by contract to 
about fifteen different churches; and in 
the debate in the Senate it was claimed. 
that this was neeessary, and the best 
thing the Government could do in dis
charging its responsibility in educating 
the Indians. Now if the United States 
Government finds itself unequal to the 
task of educating thirty. or forty thousand 
Indian children, how will it be able to 
educate all the children of the sixty-five 
millions of people in the United States ? 

More than this, it was openly and so
berly argued on the floor of the Senate, 
that the Government could not properly 
educate these Indian children without the 
aid of the churches. It was claimed by 
these senators that religion was necessary 
to the education of these children, and it 
was proper for the Government to unite 
with the churches in giving to the Indians 
such an education as only the churches 
can give. And this is clearly the view of 
the United States Senate, as is proved by 
the fact, that the appropriations of the 
past year are renewed to all the churches, 
with the addition of four new schools, 
with thousands of dollars each, to the 
Roman Catholic Church. This, therefore, 
being the view of the United States Senate 
in regard to the edueation of Indians, if 
any one of these educational measures 
proposed by Senators Blair and Edmunds, 
and supported by thousands upon thou
sands of the people in the United States
if any one of these measures should be 
adopted, how would it be possible to keep 
the national Government separate from 
the churches in carrying these educational 
enterprises into effect? 
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It is of interest and profit further to 
inquire, what kind of an education it is 
that these Indians get, from the expendi
ture of so much public money through 
the churches? Children, whether Indian 
or white, are most forcibly and perma
nently taught· by example. What ex
amples have been set, in some things, by 
some of these churches, and in one thing 
by ~u of them ? 

Senator Dawes spoke of one denomina
tion, unfortunately he did not give the 
name of it, which in last year's appropria
tions took pay for sixty Indian students, 
when they had but forty-a clear case of 
downright swindling. Are the Indians, 

-which the United States Government paid 
this church for teaching, expected to 
follow the example of the church which 
taught them? And if so, would it not be 
better if those children were not taught 
at all? Is it necessary that the United 
States Government shall give to a church 
organization, thousands of dollars a year 
to set before the Indians and the Nation 
at large such an example of thievery ? 

Again, there was an appropriation to the 
Roman Catholic Church, for the teaching 
of the St. Boniface School of Mission 
Indians in Southern California; and the 
result of one hundred and twenty-five· 
years of Roman Catholic teaching of 
these Indians, is thus stated by Senator 
Dawes:-

For a hundred and twenty-five years the Mission 
Indians have been under the education and in· 
fluence of the Jesuits of the Catholic Church. They 
are to-day as incapable, though industrious and of 
good habits, of self support, as citizens of the 
United States, as babes. They are more than ever 
reliant upon those from whom they receive their 
instruction. They go in their temporal matters as 
they do in their spiritual, where they are advised 
to go by their superiors. They plant where they 
tell them to plant, and they sow where they tell 
them to sow; and when the Mexican Government 
secularized all that southern mission band, and took 
away the priests, those poor Indians, with as good 
personal habits as any white men in the country, 
were like a flock of sheep without a shepherd, and 
have been appealing to this Government for a pro
tection, which, if they had been self-reliant citizens, 
they could have had in and with and of themselves 
under the law. 

And although the result of one hundred 
and twenty-five years teaching by the 
Catholic Church has been to make these 
Indians as incapable of self-support as are 
babies, and that instead of this teaching 
causing them to be more self-reliant, it 
was only to cause them to be more depend
ent upon their instructors, even to de
pending upon them to tell them where to 
plant and where to sow, and to depend 
as much upon them to know what to do, 
as though they were children that had 
never been taught anything; yet to the 
Roman Catholic Church, the present fiscal 
year, there was appropriated not much, if 
any, less than four hundred thousand dol
lars of Government money to pay that 
church for the teaching of Indian children! 
Would it be possible to make a worse 
appropriation of the public funds than to 

give this money to the Roman Catholic 
Church for its service in teaching In,dians 
to be grown-up babies, the more incapable 
the older they grow ? 

Again, that Bureau of Catholic Mis'
sions, in the city of Washington in 1889, 
informed the Government that it desired 
to put up necessary buildings for the es
tablishment of an industrial or boarding 
school, in the Black Feet Reservation in 
Montana, and asked that the Govern
ment might allow them the use of one 
hundred and sixty acres of larid, on the 
reservation, for buildings and grounds. 
The Secretary of the Interior, on May 6, 
1889, granted this request. The Catholic 
Church went ahead and put up the build
ings, and then it demanded that the Gov
ernment should grant public money for 
the support· of the school, whereas at 
first they only asked the use of the 
grounds on which to build it. And they 
justified their demand for money by the 
Jesuitical argument, that when the Gov
ernment granted authority to establish 
the school upon the reservation, '' the 
implied, if not expressed, understanding 
was that the Government would contrib
ute toward the support of the Indian 
children that might attend it." And 
upon this argument a demand was made 
for money, for the support and tuition of 
one hundred Indian children-$12,500. 
This is but an example of the character 
of the Catholic Church everywhere, and 
any other church that begins encroach
ments upon the authority or treasury of 
the State is not far behind it. Such is 
the Bureau that Senator Dawes advertises 
as deserving of "the highest commenda
tion." And such are the m:en whom he 
takes " great pleasure , in commending to 
the country as "men worthy of confi
dence." Now, is it intended by the United 
States Government ~hat these Indian chil
dren shall be taught such things as are 
clearly set forth in these examples of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and that other 
church that was not named? It must be 
so, or assuredly the appropriations would 
not be renewed and the system 'would not 
be continued. But as that is counted by 
the Senate as the best thing thatean be 
done by the Government in the education 
of the Indians, then we submit to every 
candid mind in the United States, Would 
it not be better for the Governtnent to 
keep the public money, and let the Ind
ians alone, than to spend more than half 
a million of dollars a year to teach the 
Indians swindling and trickery, by the ex-
ample of these churches? · 

In addition to all this there is the ex
ample of all these fifteen denominations 
together, of disregarding the fundamental 
principles of American institutions, and 
deliberately violating the spirit of the 
United States Constitution, in taking the 
money of the State to support the Church. 
If the Indians learn from this example to 
disregard the Constitution, and the funda-

mental principles of the United States 
Government in other things, as these 
churches and the Government are doing 
in this, then are the Indians .benefited by 
the teaching which they derive from such 
example? Take; this whole mixture of 
Church-and-State teaching of the Ind
ians, with the dishonesty, the trickery, 
and the unconstitutionality that pervades 
it all, and how ~uch are the Indians 
really benefited by such an education? 

Again, we say, if such is the result of a 
governmental attempt to teach a few Ind
ian children, what would be the result of 
an effort by the Government to teach the 
children of all the people ? 

In closing, we submit to our readers the 
following problem for solution: If the 
attempt of the United States Government 
to educate thirty or forty thousand Indian 
children, creates such a union of Church 
and State as is considered by senators to 
be impossible of divorcement, how strong 
a union of Church and State would be 
formed, in an attempt of the United 
States Government to educate fifteen or 
twenty million white children ? 

A.'£. J. 

Senator Reagan on Church and State. 

WE have the pleasure of presenting our 
readers with the speech of Senator Reagan, 
of Texas, on the subject of appropriation 
of public money to church schools. We 
wish there were many more such men in 
public place. 

Mr. President: The provisions of the 
bill under consideration this morning, and 
the discul'lsion we have heard, and the con
dition of things in the country, show the 
wisdom of the framers of the Republic in 
providing in the first section of the first 
article of the Constitution for a separation 
of Church and State, while guarantying 
the freedom of religious opinion. 

The hist1ry of the world is full of the 
dangers of Church and State. The sub
ject has given rise to as much trouble and 
as many wars as almost any other subject, 
and the framers of our Government de
sired, so far as the people of this country 
were concerned, to protect them rrom any 
such danger. 

Besides that, Mr. President, while all 
the States of the Union, I suppose, have 
their systems of free public schools, in all 
of them special pains is taken that those 
schools shall be non-sectarian and free 
from religious control, showing that the 
people of the various States have the same 
idea of the danger of the union of Church 
and State, which the fathers of the Repub
lic had, and that they were determined to 
preserve the barriers against the union of 
Church and State. 

We find that for several years consider
able appropriations have been made for 
the education of the Indians in contract 
schools,-schools conducted by religious 
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denominations; and we find a controversy 
between the religious denominations aii to 
whether the Government has fairly di
-vided its :Patronage amongst them. It 
is not unnatural that that controversy 
should arise when the Gov,ernment com
mits itself to the policy of having religious 
schools. It is not unnatural that denomi
nations large in number and influence, 
after receiving but a very small portion 
of • that patronage in comparison with 
others, should say, "If th's Government 
m~ans to establish religious schools, it 
·should divide its patronag~ amongst the 
various depmninati~ns equitably." 

Mr. Pre.sident, I have no.partiality for 
religious _'schools by any -denOJ1lination, 
an& I belit;Jve that they are wrong by (tny 
denomination, and it is for that reason 
that I ros,e to_ make a few observations. 

I;n 1886~ $228"259 _was appwpr:i,ated for 
these private ~chools. Of that sum $118,
;343 was given to the Catholic .denomina

. tion. In 1887, $363,.214 was appropriated 
for private schools, and of that sum $194,-
63p went to the Catholic denomination, in 
each case over .h,alf the amount appropri
ated. In 1888; $376,664 was appropriated 
to private schuols, and $221,169 of that 
W<\l!'lt to Catholic schools. In 1889, $530,
-905. was appropriated for this purpose, 
and- $347, (372 of it went to the Catholic 
schools. In 1890, $561,950 was appropri
ate<;! for private schools, and $356,957 of 
that _sum went to the Catholic denomina
tion, leaving but $204,993 out of the $561,-
950 for· fifteen other denominations that 
were interested in Indian schools ; fifteen 
other denominations, perhaps embracing 
five-sixths of the religious population of 
this country, allowed $204,993 out of last 
year's appropriation, while that single 
Cf!,tholic denomination received $356, ~67! 

r.fhe Senator from Mass.achusetts (Mr
Dawes) assumes that this was because of 
the greater zeal of the Cath0lics. Perhaps 
so. Per haps it was b13ca use ,oftheir greater 
ag-gressiveness; perhaps it :was because of 
their greater anxi-ety to get control of the 
StMe and of politics. At any rate, there 
sta.:Q-ds 'the fact that the fifteen other de
nominations received only about two-fifths 
of the entire appropriation-fifteen other 
religious denominations engaged in educa
tion. Is it surprising that they should 
make complaints ? And are senators to 
be muzzled through fear of giving offense 
to an aggressivedenomination? Are they 
to be intimidated and prevented from 
speaking on this subject, and doing jus
tice as among the various denominations 
interested ? So far as I am con<~erned that 
shall not influence me; and the way to get 
rid. of this whole subject is not by adding 
one more to the number of Catholic 
schools, as. suggested by this bill, and by 
the Se1;1ator from- Massachusetts; but it is 
to separate the whole of these appropria
tions from the religious denominations 
and put the schools under the Government, 
and let its teachers and its agents instruct 

these Indians. 
It is urged here as a reason why this 

should not be done, that the religious 
denominations will do the work cheaper 
than the Government can do it, and it is 
assumed that they will do it better than 
the Government can do it. Mr. Presi
dent, if they can do that, 'they can carry 
on education in the States cheaper, and 
they can carry on education in the States 
better, than the State government can do 
it. It is an admission that ought not to 
be made that the Government is incompe
tent to provide persons who can carry on 
these schools with advantage to the Ind
ians. 

I recognize, in view of the relations 
which the Indians 6f the country bear to 
the Government of the United States, that 
itis the duty of the United States to do 
whatever it can do reasonab1y, to promote 
their civilization and tb,eir welfare, and 
whatever is reasonable and right and nec
essary to that end shall have my support. 
But I wish to be understood as protesting 
now, and for all time, against the union 
of Church and State in any educational 
department of this Government, and for 
.the reason that it necessarily leads to the 
very troubles which have now come up, 
·and to controversies between religious 
denominations as to who shall .use the 
money of the Government in this business 
of educating the Indians. 

It is an unseemly and unnatural condition 
of things in this country, and an improper 
condition of things, one that ought to be 
frowned down, and voted down, and put 
out of existence. There is no more reason 
why the Government of the United States 
.shall make an alliance with religious de
nominations for education, than that a 
State should make an alliance with relig
ious denominations for educational pur
poses. It is wrong, .it is dangerous, it is 
mischievous, and I had hoped that the· 
Committee on Indian Affairs this year, 
.would take some steps towards breaking 
down this union of Church and State 
upon this subject. 

Instead of that, the chairman of the 
Committee consents, and they have agreed 
to add one more to the number of Catholic 
schools, although they have refused to 
add any other for any of the Protestant 
denominations. They allow the aggres
sion to go still further. Mr. President, 
that is wrong, and if no other senator 
moves, I shall move to strike out the St. 
Boniface school from the provisions of 
this bill. 

I thought it right to make this state
ment in view of the mischief which 
underlies this whole system. 

Now, I desire to say one more thing in 
reference to what was stated by the Sen
ator from Minnesota (Mr. Davis), that 
this matter about the education of the 
Indians in the Blackfeet Reservation, I 
think it was, originated in 1885, under a 

. promise, a pledge I believe he said, of the 

Secretary of the Interior, that Catholics 
there should have the control of the 
schools, and he promised to provide them 
with one hundred and sixty acres of land 
on which to place them. 

Mr. President, is it so that a pledge of 
the Secretary of the Interior is to control 
the policy of the Government ? Is it so 
that a promise of the Secretary of the 
Interior is sufficient title for land, no title 
being made by authority of Congress or 
law? I do not assent to either proposi
tion. I do not assent especially to a 
proposition, fraught with as much mis
chief as it is, to either the origination of a 
policy or the grant of the land. 

Prohibition Sunday Laws. 

THE platform of _the California State 
Prohibition Party, says:-

We favor the enactment of a law requiring one 
day in seven as a day of rest, as a civil institution, 
but providing that where any individual habitually 
rests from labor upon a certain day of the week, 
such person shall not be required to rest upon any 
other day, but providing further that in no case 
shall intoxicating liquors be sold upon such rest 
days. 

This is another instance of the under
handed means by which the religious leg
islationists of the day, seek to secure laws 
enforcing their religious views. This 
statement is considerably involved. It 
does not say what is intended; and it 
pretends to say what it does not mean at 
all. First, " We favor the enactment of 
a law requiring one day in seven as a 
day of rest as a civil institution." If a 
law were enacted in the very words here 
used, requiring everybody to rest "one 
day in seven," the people who framed the 
above declaration would not admit for a 
moment that it was a right kind of a law. 

Next, after demanding a law that shall 
require one day in seven as a day of rest, 
it also requires that a provision shall be 
embodied in the law that "when any in
dividual habitually rests from labor on 
any particular day of the week, such 
person shall not be required to rest upon 
any other day." Will the Prohibitionists 
of California please explain how a person 
can rest from labor on a certain day of 
the week without resting one day in 
seven ? And if the law which they want 
is to require only that people shall rest 
one day in seven, and any person is found 
who actually rests a certain day in the 
week, then what is the use of making any 
provision for his benefit? 

This betrays the fact that is not ex
pressed-that they intend that the law 
shall :fix the one day in seven which they 
want as a day of rest. This intention, 
therefore, made it necessary that they 
should insert the provision that where 
any individual actually rests upon a cer
tain day of the week, such individual 
shall not be required to rest upon any 
other day . 

Nor is this all. They not only intend 
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what they would not express, that they: 
mean that the law shall fix the particular 
day; but they intend that the day shall 
be Sunday. Therefore this platform de
clares, in fact, for the enactment of a 
Sunday law. This we know by the docu
ments that. are sent out as campaign 
documents under the platform. R. H. 
McDonald, who is one of the leading 
Prohibitionists of California, was a mem
ber of the convention, and is an active 
worker in the campaign. He sent out 
circular letters to the newspapers, urging 
"upon all men of influence and conscience, 
the necessity of giving their aid in help
ing to remove from our country its terri
ble scourge, the liquor traffic," in which 
he appeals to the members and friends 
"of the First Congregational Church, 
corner Post and Mas.on Streets, San Fr&n
cisco," and laments that '' our Sunday or 
Sabbath day is widely desecrated" and 
" God's holy day desecrated and put to 
shame." In another document he and Mr. 
C. C. Clay and Wm. M. Cubery, announce 
that they have banded themselves "to
gether with others interested, to do all 
we can for the securing of a Sunday law 
in this State, or one day in seven as a 
rest day." It is addressed to the "fellow
citizens and the friends of the Sunday law, 
or one day in seven as a rest day," and it 
says to these '' respected friends" that 
they "herewith will find enclosed anum
ber of extracts from opinions of distin
guished individuals on the Sunday law, 
or one day in seven as a rest day." 

Now, as it is evident that the Prohibi
tionists of California mean a Sunday law, 
and that only, why didn't they say so? 
Why did they cover up their real mean
ing ? Why is there such a juggling of 
phrases, to hide what they want, rather 
than a plain statement of it? We hardly 
think they will succeed in catching the 
people of California with such chaff as 
that. A. T. J. 

-------.•~---

How They Stand. 

THE meeting of the National Educa
tional Association, convened at St. Paul, 
Minn., July 8. 

After the addresses of welcome, a num
ber of responses were made. The follow
ing extracts from the sayings of promi
nent men of the country show the atti
tude they sustain toward the subject of 
religious liberty. 

President J .. W. Strong, of Carletov. 
College, addressed the assemblage elo
quently on behalf of those institutions ~f 
the State which are not under State con
trol, and for the educational interests of 
Minnesota. He said: "But there are in 
Minnesota other educational interests not 
under its direct control. Our private 
schools and our seminaries of learning are 
not technical parts of our system, but 
they play a great and important part in 
our work of education. These parts are 

in nowise antagonistic to each other, but 
aim at what the State can never give, a 
moral and religious training and symmetri
cal development, which in ordinary schools 
is not to be had. We do not ask 
the State to teach religion, but we hold 
that for her own sake she. must guard well 
religious liberty." · 

Dr. W. T. Harris, of Washington, D. C., 
said: " In your proffers of free education, 
we recognize a devoted interest in the 
fundamental principles of good govern
ment, and while your schools are conducted 
on this broad basis of virtue and intelli
gence, let us urge that to enhance their 
good work there must never be a substi
tution of school work for that of the 
Church; nor can it be done with safety. " 

F. A. LASHIER. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Church and State, 

IN these days when religious legislation 
is being pushed in every quarter, the true 
relation of Church and State cannot be 
kept too prominently before the people. 
We are not surprised that zealous church
members feel pressed in spirit because of 
the ungodliness that is sapping the life 
out of churches, and should be anxious to 
see something done to stay the tide of 
worldliness; but we would have them re
member that to do a thing which Christ 
has never authorized, but has forbidden, is 
as bad as doing nothing. One evil can 
never be checked by another evil. The 
following extract from an article in the 
Presbyt6rian Quarterly for April, 1890, 
will help some to a clearer idea of what 
both the Church and the State may, and 
may not do:-

" From all that has been found in the . 
word of God it will be seen that, under 
the New Testament dispensation, Church 

· and State are intended by our Saviour to 
be absolutely separate and distinct. They 
are different spheres, touching at no point. 
They contain, to some extent, the same 
people, and take cognizance of the same 
sins and duties, under the same moral law, 
but deal with the people from a different 
point of view, with different ends in view. 
The State seeks temporal ends only, and 
requires civic duties. The Church seeks 
moral, eternal salvation. The State uses 
brute force; the Church, the sword of the 
Spirit. Incidentally, Church and State 
render assistance to each other, but they 
can only do so (lawfully) incidentally. 
The Church teaches the people morals, 
and instills submission, while the State 
affords protection. · 

To summarize: 1. A foundation princi
ple is that the moral law covers all of 
man's original duties, is personal in its 
application, but requires him to perform 
each branch of his duty toward its appro
priate object. Duties are owed to God, 
other men, self, the Church, the family, 
the State, society. The individual owes 

-
his duty toward each, and each may hold 
him bound to perform the part due to it
self; the Church may hold him responsi
ble for the part owed to her; the State 
may hold him responsible for the part due . 
to it, etc., but only God can hold man 
bound for his whole moral duty. 

2. The Church is a spiritual body, seek
ing spiritual ends, and using spiritual 
means to accomplish them. Her allegi
ance is given . to Christ, her spiritrual 
Head. She has no lawful connection with 
any civil government, has no commission 
to indorse any, nor to support any, nor 
to destroy any, but is enjoined to teach 
submission to such as God may set up 
wherever Christian people live. 

3. It is the business of the Church, by 
her standards and from her pulpits, to 
seek to declare the whole counsel of God. 
This will involve the teaching of the moral 
law in its bearing upon duties owed to 
God, man, the Church, the State, the 
family, society, commerce, letters, etc.
The Church is to enforce all the moral 
principles taught in the word of God and 
all the details therein given. 

The Church knows no· State, further 
than to teach the people their duties to
ward any State which God in his provi
dence may set up, and to see that her 
people lead exemplary lives in whatsoever 
positions they may occupy. The State 
knows no Church as such; she only knows 
individuals who constitute the State, and 
she requires of them only civic duties. So 
long as Church and State keep within 
their legitimate spheres, there can be no 
conflict between them." . 

-------···-------
The Civil Sabbath. 

THE advocates of Sunday legislation are 
making vigorous efforts to convince the 
country, that they are working only for a 
civil rest day in the interests of the labor
ing man, and are disavowing all attempts 
at religious legislation. Witb.out question
ing their sincerity in making the denial, 
we will endeavor to show that it is relig
ious legislation, and as dangerous to relig
ious liberty as though it was asked for in 
the name of religion. 

First, the Sabbath is the Lord's day, 
and · God has commanded man to keep it 
holy. The duty to keep a Sabbath is 
therefore a duty we owe to God. Said 
Christ, "Render therefore unto Crnsar 
the things whieh are Crnsar's; and unto 
God the things that are God's." For the 
Government to demand that we render 
to it the duty which God demands of us, 
is to require us to render to Crnsar that 
which belongs to God. 

Second, it is argued that the Sabbath is 
two-fold, having· a religious, and a civil 
side, the latter being within the jurisdic
tion of the civil Government. Without 
stopping to discuss the position in itself, 
we will apply it to the first and second 
preeept.s of i he 11ecalogue. It will be 
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admitted at once that the wo'i·ship of idols 
is degradh1g, and has a te11elency to de
grade man physically; but who will say 
that the Go-yernment should pass laws. 
defi:qing who the true God is, and de
manding his worship on physical or sani
tary grounds ? Though it were admitted 
that there is a sanitary as well as a relig-

. ions .phase to the Sabbath, that does not 
make it a proper subject for legislation. 
Man needs ·sleep, but the Government 
does not retire its subjects at 9: 30 P. M., 

and awaken them at five in the morning. 
It is. necessary for man's physical well
being that he have food, but the Govern
meilt does not say how much or when he 
shaH take it. At this point in the dis
cussion it is stated that man has a right 
to rest one-seventh part of. time, and that 
one man's right to rest demands a law 
compelling all to rest. According to this 
reasoning, one man's right to marry de
m~nds a ft:tw compelling all to marry. 
The position to say the least is absurd. 

Let us next notice whether t:Q.e demands 
for Sunday legislation are in harmony 
with the statementthat only a civil Sab
bath for the benefit of the working man 
is contemplated. Why, if this be true, 
do they propose to close the libraries on 
Smiday? Why close the theaters and 
other places of amusement ? Why stop 
the :running of Sunday excursions, so much 
patronized by the working man? These 
measures are manifestly in the interests 
of the religious idea of the day. The 
Fourth of July is a civil rest day, in the 
true· sense of the term. All can rest if 
they choose, but such a day as this is 
farfliest from their ideas of a civil Sab
bath, and betrays the motive which act
uated these so-called reformers.· · In one 
breath they declare for a <;ivil Sabbath, 
and in the :U:ext deplore the sin of Sabbath 
breaking, and the tendency toward secu
larizing the day. 

Who are behind this movement ? is a 
fair question to ask in determining its char
acter. Not the working man; for there 
is riot a workingman's organization in the 
country that is active in support of the 
measure. The fact that there are organi
zations among them to remove almost 
every grievance both real and imaginary, 
except the rest day, is indirect proof, at 
least, that it is not considered by them as 
a grievance of importance. Some are 
opposed to it, fearing the religious a~pect 
which we have mentioned. This is shown 
from the appearance of Millard F. Hobbs, 
Master-wor:E:man of the Knights of Labor, 
of the District of Columbia, before the 
Committee having in charge the Breckin
ridge Sunday bill, and his speech against 
it. 

The fact that this civil-Sabbath legisla
tion is being urged by the American Sab
bath Union and other religious bodies, 
gives us reason to doubt its civil nature. 
"Do men gather figs of thistles ? " Nor 
can we expect to reap a civil Sabbath 

------- --~------·· --- ~----·--------- _, _______ _ 
from the sowing of the American Sabbath 
Union, based on the following article of 
its constitution:-

ART. 2. Basis.-The basis of the American Sab
bath Union is the divine autlwrity and perpetual 
obligation of the Sabbath, etc. 

Granting, for the sake of argument, that 
it is a civil Sabbath that is desired, the 
difference is realized with them by a sim
ple change in the name of the measure. 
The changes which transformed the Blair 
Sunday bill from a religious measure as 
introduced in the Fiftieth Congress, to 
the one now before that body, which they 
insist on calling a civil measure, were 
changes made in the title and the terms 
used in designating the day, the prohibi
tions and the penalties remaining the 
same. It would not greatly console a 
man who was behind the bars for doing 
honest labor in violation of such a law, to 

· tell him he was not suffering from the 
operation of a religious law, as the title of 
the bill had been changed. 

Such a law would work hardship in the 
case of one who observed another day, 
although it were a civil enactment. To 
compel a man to rest on another day 
besides the one he believes God requires 
him to observe, is to rob him of one-sixth 
of his God-given time,-time which he 
needs to employ in providing for himself 
and family. To say that the law in most 
cases exempts such persons, does not re
move the objection, as the exemption 
generally admits of such private work 
only, as will not disturb others, and must 
to a certain extent operate against the 
individual. 

There is, however, in these exemptions 
one of the strongest proofs that the meas
ure is religious in character. If laboring 
on Sunday is made a crime, how can the 
crime be changed into a virtue, as in the 
case of an exemption, simply on the 
ground of religious convictions ? Other 
laws are not placed on this basis. Laws 
against polygamy do not exempt because 
of religious convictions. On no other 
than a religious basis can it be argued 
that what is considered a crime in one 
individual is lawful in another. 

In one particular there is a striking 
parallel between this movement and the 
one which crucified our Saviour. The 
charges made against him before the San
hedrim were all of a religious nature; 
blasphemy, claiming himself to be the 
Son of God, and speaking against the 
temple; but when his accusers appeared 
before Pilate, and found that he would 
not listen to these charges, they placed 
their accusations on a civil basis, declar
ing him to be an enemy of Cmsar in 
stirring up the people and refusing to pay 
tribute. These advocates of Sabbath leg
islation hate the civil Sabbath, that is, a 
Sabbath devoted to reading Sunday news
papers and pleasure seeking, as badly as 
the Jews hated Cmsar; but knowing the 
opposition of the people of the United 

States to religious legislation, they come 
to Congress, asking civil support for a 
day which in their Constitution they de
clare based wholly on "divine authority." 

We are not opposed to the Sabbath or 
Sabbath reform; on the contrary we ;re 
in favor of both, but they must come by 
moral suasion, instead of an appeal to 
civil law which is dangerous to both civil 
and religions liberty.-A. F. Ballenger, in 
Home Missionary. 

-------~·-------

MANY of the good people of Burlington 
are urging on a movement, through mis
taken zeal, to force the observance of Sun
day as a day of rest and religious worship. 
Their motives, however pious, are sadly 
at fault-alike antagonistic to the spirit 
of our Constitution and the teaching of 
the divine Master. However right ac
cording to his conscience, it may be for 
the Christian to set aside the first day of 
the week for reflection on ·the goodness 
and mercy, and for praise and worship of 
the Creator, there can be nothing but 
harm arise from the effort to coerce others 
not thus inspired with the spirit of wor
ship or veneration, or who prefer other 
days or methods of manifesting their re
ligious beliefs and duties. 

State enactments cannot invoke a moral 
force that does not exist in the masses of 
the people. First implant in the hearts of 
men a love for truth, goodness, and 
righteousness, and no use of policemen's 
clubs or courts or other punitive measures 
will be needed to inspire adoration of the 
Creator's works, or compel the keeping of 
his holy commands. The individual and 
not the State must be the one to whom 
teachers and pastors should appeal. 
" Render unto Cmsar the things that are 
Cmsar's; and unto God the things that 
are God's." " 

Sunday, as the Christian Sabbath, is a 
religious institution. Its enforcement no 
more devolves upon the State than does 
that of the rite of baptizm, or the Lord's 
Supper, or other forms, symbols or cere
monies. The object of government is 
civil order and welfare. Its province 
does not extend to spiritual affairs.
Western Herald, B1trlington, Iowa. 

THE Christian Inclex and Souther·n 
Baptist says:-

The only governments in the world 
which are Christian, according to the 
Oa.tholic Review, are those of Spain, Aus
tria, and Ecuador. If this is true, then 
it is also true that a Christian govern
ment is no great gain to a people-a con
clusion which refutes the assumption 
which it follows. The fact is that, in the 
sense of the New Testament no govern
ment is Christian, and least of all among 
civilized nations the governments that 
are Romanist. 
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We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. / 
We believe in-supporting the civil government, and submit

ting-to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 
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We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship according to the dictates of his own con· 
science. 

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawfnl and 
honorable--means to pre.vent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in
estimable blessillJO(s of both religious and civil liberty. 
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Due to Religious Liberty Literature. 

MR. L. A. CALLICOTT, of Lanes, Dyer 
County, Tennessee, was tried some time 
since, under the Tennessee statute, forbid
ding Sunday labor, and found guilty, but 
a new trial was ordered which took place 
July 21, before Judge Flippin. Col. T. E. 
Richardson, who is counsel in the famous 
King case, which has gone to the United 
States District Court, defended Mr. Calli
cott. The defendant is a Seventh-day 
Adventist, and the question was broached, 
as to whether the commandment, "Six 
days shalt thou labor and do all thy work," 
made it a sin for him to rest on Sunday. 
E. E. Marvin, an elder of the Seventh
day -Adventist denomination, was put 
upon the witness stand, and the following 
was elicited, as reported in the Review 
and Herald:-

Colonel._ Richardson.-" Mr. Marvin, where do 
you live?" 

Mr. Marvin.-" At Trezevant, Carroll County, 
Tennessee." 

Colonel Richardson.-" Are you a minister of the 
Sevehth"day Adventist Church ? " 

Mr. Marvin.-'~Yes, sir." 
Colonel Richardson.-" What is the belief and 

practice of your church concerning the Sabbath ? " 
Mr. Marvin.-"We believe the seventh day is the 

Sabbath of the Lord, as brought to view in Exodus, 
twentieth ·chapter, and keep it as such; and with 
James (chapter 2: 12) we believe this to be a law of 
liberty, and that we have a heaven-hom right to 
·obey it in. any State or nation." 

Oolonel Richm·dson.-"You regard it as a Chris
tian duty to keep that day holy and no other?" 

Mr. Marvin.-"Yes, sir." 
Colonel Richardson.-"Does your church hold 

that the working upon six days is as imperative as 
keeping of the seventh ? " 

Mr. Marvin.-"No, sir." 
Attomey-General.-"Mr. Marvin, what is the po

l>ition of your-people as to working six days ? ;, 
Mr. Marvin.-"They have never officially or 

publicly _expressed any rule concerning it." 
Attorney~General.-"Do your people teach that it 

is-arsin to Test on Sunday?" 
Mr. cMarvin.-"We believe that when required 

to--" 
Attorney-General.-" But answer my question." 
Mr. Marvin.~" I will, sir, if you give me oppor

tunity." 

Attorney-General.-" Well, go on, then." 
11ifr. Marvin.-" We believe that when required to 

rest on Sunday, by laws based upon the religious 
aspect of the day, it would be wrong to· obey 
them.". 

Attorney-General.-" Do laws, requiring men 
simply to rest, tend to enforce religion or worship ? " 

Mr. Marvin.-" Yes, sir, if such laws be Sunday 
laws." 

Attorney-General.-" On what grounds?" 
Mr. Marvin.-" On the grounds that there is not 

now, nor ever was, a Sunday law, that did not 
have for its basis the religious character of the 
day." 

Attorney-General.-" But it would not interfere 
with your religion to rest on Sunday?" 

Mr. Marvin.-"Yes, sir. Sunday-keeping is a 
religious act-an act of worship; it would be con
forming to an opposing religion." 

The Attorney-General then yielded the 
case, and the Judge charged the jury to 
bring in a verdict of not guilty. 

This testimony is worthy of note, for it 
brings out the pith of the whole question 
of Sunday laws. .Sunday keeping .is a · 
religious act, nothing else,-never was 
anything else since the Babylonians and 
their ancestors established the worship of 
the sun god, which the "venerable day of 
the sun" perpetuates to the present hour, 
with the added sanctities of the Christian 
Sabbath attached in these later times. 

If any man believes that "the seventh
day" is the Sabbath of the Lord his God, 
to compel him to yield a formal allegiance 
to the first day (the day of the sun) is 
forcing him to conform " to an opposing 
religion." 

The Judge in this case charged rightly. 
The report from which the above testi

mony is taken, closes with this sentence: 
"We attribute this victory largely to the 
National Religious Liberty literature." 

W.H. M. 

Fined Again. 

R. M. KING, of Dyer County, Tennessee, 
whose case for Sunday-breaking has been 
appealed to the United States Court, was 
arrested the third time, on the nineteenth 
of last J nne, and brought before the justice 
court. Of this occasion, he writes:-

On the fifteenth of June, I went out in the 
morning, and hoed six rows of potatoes; worked just 
about an hour, and then went to hear the Methodist 
minister preach. There was a State warrant taken 
out for me the next· day for Sabbath-breaking, and 
I was arrested on the nineteenth, and taken before 
Squire Barker, tried, found guilty, and fined $5 and 
costs, whole amount $6.90. 

There was a man in the same neighborhood who 
cut wheat with a binder, on the same day, and 
worked the necessary hands to shock· it, but there 
was no complaint made of his bre~~>ldng the Sab-

- bath. He was not a church member. 

Of all the prosecutions for Sunday 
breaking in Dyer County, of which there 
has been a considerable number, in the past 
eighteen months, not one arrest has been_ 
made outside the number of those who 
are acknowledged conscientious ·Christian 
men, but who differ with the established 
religion of Tennessee, in that t-hey read 
the fourth commandment, "The seventh
dayisthe Sabbath," and thosewhoenacted 

the religion&" laws of Tennessee read it 
"The First day is the Sabbath." Those 
who acknowledge no allegiance to the 
_divine command have so far been absolved 
from all allegiance to the human Sunday 
law. This clearly marks the spirit of 
persecution. from which .these prosecutions 
arise. 

A CIRCULAR letter has been issued by 
the Sunday Association of Illinois, to 
churches, trade and labor Unions and 
other associations, in which they ask all 
ecclesiastical and beneficial organiza
tions to adopt a set of resolutions, asking 
Congress to pass the National Sunday-rest 
bill; the managers of the World's Fair 
to close its g-ates on Sunday; the pastors, 
church clerks, and secretaries of various 
ecclesiastical, ethical, or beneficial socie
ties, to co-operate with the Sunday asso
ciations in the different States to secure 
Sunday legislation;. and finally urging 
the Evangelical Alliance to give its in
fluence especially to the furtherance of the 
enforcement of Sunday observance and in 
securing the united effort of all religious 
bodies to this end, with particular refer
ence to the Sunday-rest bill and Sunday 
observance at the World's Fair. 

Thus the work of organization for the 
promotion of religious legislation goes 
steadily on, and the plans by which it is 
intended to accomplish the ends expected 
are by no means circumscribed, but are 
enlarged to take advantage of the organ
ized assistance of every society or associa
tion of men, women, or chitdren which it 
is possible to enlist among the ranks of 
the "National Reform Soldiery," which, 
Miss Willard says, ''goes 'marching as 
for war ' in behalf of a national Chris
tianity." 

THE movement for the promotion and 
enforcement of the observance of Sunday 
as a day of rest, is m;:tking rapid strides 
in Europe, as is shown by the follow
ing Paris dispatch to the London Daily 
News:~ 

A short .time ago MM. 1 Jules Simon, 
Leon Say, and Cheysson, in the name of 
the League for the Promotion of Sunday 
Rest for Wopking PeQple, wrote to the 
Minister of Public Works, to assist them 
in .an appeal to .the railway comp;:tnies. 
They did not ll!Sk him to use any compul
sion, but simply to show himself favor
able to the obj~?cts of the League, in ask
ing the companies how they· might pos
sibly .meet the_m, and whether it would 
not be possible to suspend, wholly or 
partially, goods traffic on Sunday. M. 
Yvest Gnyot, in answer states that he 
has submitte.<Hhe application of the League 
to the railway companies, in the hope 
that they would so arrange the regulations 
for goods traffic as to be able to. grant. one 
day in seven, or at least a part of one to 
those employed. 
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THE papers of Finland have. received 
notice from the Russian authoritieFt that 
advocating the people's rights, even in the 
most sober manner, must stop. The Czar 
is determined to be a " father" to his peo
ple, even if he has to banish half of them 
to compel the other half to adopt the 
"true religion " and correct political 
views. The Government of Russia is 
thoroughly paternal. 

THE World asks: ''How long will the 
anachronism and injustice conti)lue which 
compel New Yorkers to violate some 
statute in order to get needed and in
nocent recreation on Sunday ? " It will 
continue as long as the State attempts to 
compel people who have not a religious 
regard for Sunday to act as though they 
had. As it stands, the law is utterly usw 
less; al'l.d serves only to breed contempt 
for all law. 

A RECENT London dispatch says:-
The exaction of tithes for the support of the Es

tablished Church continues to excite much opposi
tion in Wales, and at a sale under distraint in Mont-

. gomeryshire a few days ago, the chief constable 
was struck, and the auctioneer repeatediy kicked by 
a mob. The sale, however, was persisted in, and 
the amount distrained for recovered. 

Our English cousins ought to learn that 
there is a better way of getting money for 
the support of churches than by direct 
tax: it is by exempting church pr.operty 
from taxation, and by appropriating public 
money for the support of denominational 
schools. The result is the same, and ugly 
scenes are avoided. 

-----~~--------

THE Christian Advocate, of this city, 
has the following :-

By whom are the saloons supported? Not by the 
women; not by the ministers and teachers; not by 
the substantial business men and thriving manu
facturers. The Rev. H. W. Bennett, of Columbus, 
Ohio, says that on Saturday evening careful watch 
.was kept for one hour over five saloons in that city, 
during which time 640 persons entered, 554 of 
whom were young men. That hour and that night 
may be a fair sample, and that city quite like other 
cities. The young men who work in the mills and 
shops, and the young men who do not work, sup
port the saloons. 

The question which this suggests to our 
minds, is, Would a Sunday-closing law 
prevent this? The answer must clearly 
be in the negative. And yet we are 

gravely told that more liquor is sold on 
.Sunday than upon any other day. If the 
demand for Sunday-closing was made 
broad enough to. cover all the time from 
Saturday noon till Monday morning, 
there would be a little more consistency 
in parading it as a temperance measure. 
As it is, the most that can be said for it is 
that it is probably of about as much 
value, from a prohibition standpoint, as 
high licoose, unless, as is the case in.this 
city, corrupt police captains make it a 
source of revenue by permitting, for a 
money consideration, a side-door business 
on Sunday. 

COMMENTING upon an imperial ukase 
recently issued, forbidding further action 
by Protestant missionaries, especially in 
western Russia, under the penalty of 
expulsion from the empire, the Mail and 
Express says:-

This is in perfect keeping with the treatment 
which the Hebrews are now receiving in the same 
country; and it is in harmony with the policy 
which is crushing out Lutheranism and German 
speech in the Baltic provinces. The Russian Gov
emment seems resolved to make an end of all race, 
religious, and lingual differences within the limits 
of the empire. It is a policy which has its merits; 
but it is very cruel. It can be carried out only in 
Russia. 

The Mail and Express is about the last 
paper that ought to find any fault with 
the Czar for any efforts which he may 
make to put an end to race, religious, and 
lingual differences in his empire, for that 
is practically what it advocates doing in 
this country. Such a policy is, however, 
neither more meritorious nor less cruel in 
America, than in Russia. 

"FoR several years," says an exchange, 
"the local bands have given concerts at 
Seaside, and Washington parks, at Bridge
port, Conn., on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings. It is now proposed, by the 
Wheeler Wilson band, to give Sunday 
afternoon concerts, at Seaside park, and 
such a concert is announced for next Sun
day. Business men and working peopl& 
are largely in favor of these concerts, but 
at the morning prayer-meeting on Satur
day, of church people, a resolution was 
adopted protesting against a profanation 
of the Sabbath, and agreeing to use all 
means within their power to prevent the 
concert from being given." 

This does not agree very well with the 
claim that is made that they want the. 
State to enforce only a " civil Sabbath." 
Certainly it requires no more work to 
render ordinary music, than it does to 
render sa~red music. How comes it then 
that in order to ·have a "civil Sabbath" 
these bands must be prohibited from play
ing while the church choirs are not inter
fered with? There is no avoiding the 
conclusion that it is not the amount. of 
work involved, but the fact that the 
church music is religious, while the music 
of the bands is secular. 

METHODIST periodicals. are discussing 
the growing tendency of the clergymen 
of that denomination to make their annual 
and general. conferences scenes of wire
pulling and log-rolling, that turn them 
into veritable political caucuses and coll
ventions. Commenting upon this fact, a 
secular paper remarks that ''the methods 
of the brethren at the last conference, 
when the ballot box was 'stuffed' during 
the exciting race of the vai·ious 'cand'ida.tes 
for bishoprics, were ominous of degenera
tion. On several ballots, the number of 
votes found by the tellers was in excess 
of the whole number of legal voters in the 
conference, much to the scandal of the 
devout." But sad as such things are, we 
may expect them: to become more and 
more common, as the churches become 
more and more involved in political mat
ters. 

----·-+-----------

W. H. CHANDLER, Assistant State Su
perintendent of Public I1~structiou, of 
Wisconsin, is credited with the following, 
concerning the Bennett Law:-

I believe to~day as I have all along, and just as I 
told Governor Hoard, when the bill was passed. 
The Bennett Law is an injudicious piece of legisla
tion, and one that is unnecessary in Wisconsin. 
I am not a compulsory educationalist; it is un
necessary, for the reason that it is the first desire 
of everyone to become familiar with the language 
of the country, and to secure an education in the 
English language. Of course, the advocates of the 
law bring forward a few persons who cannot 
speak English, but they are exceptional cases, and 
will exist, and cannot help existing, under almost 
any circumstances. . . . The law is objection
able not only to Democrats but to prominent Repub
licans also. There will be an awakening of senti
ment at the State convention, that will compel a 
compromise and modification of the law, and it 
will be so fixed that all objectionable features will 
be eliminated. But the law was unnecessary and 
injudicious, and could some persons have foreseen 
the future, the bill would never have become a law. 

We have said in substance, more than 
once, that a law compelling the learning 
of English is entirely unnecessary in this 
country, since self-interest leads all to de
sire a knowledge of the language of the 
country. Such measures as the Bennett 
Law are not only unnecessary, but they 
are subversive of that liberty which has 
always· been the boast of this country. 

-----.•·------

THE long and short of socialism and 
nationalism is this: The Government 
should be everything, the individual 
nothing.-The Sun. 
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01!' Sunday laws, the Denver News says: 
" The utmost freedom in matters of this 
kind should be allowed. The less the stat
.utes. of a State undertake to control the 
conscience of its people in religious observ
ances, the inore they will commend them
selves to the enlightened judgment of 
the world at large." 

----·.-----
CoMMENTING upon the action of the 

late. Presbyterian General Assembly, in 
re-affirming the declaration of the Assem
bly of 1870, in regard to religious instruc
tion in our public schools, the Independent 
says: "The Assembly did not define 
what this instruction should be; and if it 
had made the attempt, it would thereby 
have. proved the unwisdom and imprac
ticability of the idea in our public-school 
system, existing under the authority of 
the State, and supported by general taxa
tion. The radical difficulty on this subject 
consists in determining what religion shall 
be taught at the public expense.'' 

TIIE people are getting tired of offi-. 
cious intermeddling with the freedom of 
thought and belief, from persons who 
would rule -the minds and bodies of others 
in the name of religion. And while there 
is so much said • by Protestants against 
Catholic rule, there is one thing very cer
tain, that while all religions are tolerated 
in this country, the people would not sub
mit to the government of any one of the 
Protestant denominations sooner than to 
the Catholics. We. are a free people, to 
think .and belie~~ at will, without dicta-

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 4, 1890. 

tion from any ecclesiastical source what
ever. Our Government says, "Think and 
believe for yourselves, but hands off in re
ligious matters."-Judge Barlow. 

Religious Liberty and the Mormon 
Question. 

AN interesting question, ·and a very 
important one too, has been raised in 
connection with the Sunday-law contro
versy; it is this: How can any one 
oppose Sunday laws on the ground that 
they are religious, and at the same 
time favor laws forbidding polygamy, 
which the Mormons hold as a part of 
their religion ? To many the question 
appears difficult; but the answer is direct 
and easy, for the two things are totally 
U'nlike in every essential particular. 

It is urged, however, that the Sabbath 
and marriage are both divine institutions, 
and that therefore the same rule should 
apply to both. It is true that marriage 
is a divine institution, but in a widely 
different sense from the Sabbath. The 
Sabbath is a divine institution, not only 
in the sense that it was instituted by the 
Creator, but in the sense that its existence 
depends solely upon divine revelation. 
And this revelation is something with 
which civil government can have nothing 
to do. Marriage is a divine institution 
in quite another sense, namely, it is or
dained of God, not only because it is a 
matter of revelation, but because the in
herent sense of every man informs him 
that marriage is one of the objects of 
life; he is instinctively drawn into the 
marriage bond.· It is a natural relation, 
not, like the Sabbath, dependent ·upon rev
elation for its very existence. The Sab
bath has reference solely to God, and to 
man's relation to him; marriage pertains 
wholly to the relations which the Creator 
designed should exist between man and 
woman. God has separated, not only in 
revelation but in nature, between the 
duties which man owes to him, and the 
duties which every man owes to his fel
lowmen; and a just regard for human 
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rights demands that this distinction be 
respected. 

The reason for the distinction between 
the duties which men owe to God, and the 
duties which they owe one to another, is 
so evident, that it needs only to be pointed 
out to be apparent to every one. God is 
the great moral Governor; to him every 
soul is responsible; to him every free moral 
agent must give account. To permit any 
power whatever to come between the in
dividual and God, would destroy this 
individual responsibility to God. If it 
were the province of the State to enforce 
the law of God, the individual would 
naturally seek to know not the will of 
God, but the will of the State. And the 
effect would be to put the State in the 
place of God, just as the Papacy puts the 
Pope in the place of God, "so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God." But God has 
no vicegerent upon earth. 

The original Sabbath is. a memorial of 
the creation. It was instituted for that 
purpose, and its intelligent observance is 
a recognition of God as the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth. It does not per
tain to our duties to our fellowmen, but 
solely to our recognition of God; and a 
failure to observe it imposes no financial 
burden upon the State. Likewise, Sun
day, the day now generally kept, is ob
served as a memorial of the resurrec
tion of Christ. Its significance is, there
fore, wholly religious. Thus, look at it 
either from the standpoint of the seventh 
or of the first day, the keeping of a weekly 
rest, has reference to the recognition of 
God as the proper object of worship. 
Therefore, to require such observance 
under any pretext whatever, is to require 
the observance of a religious institution. 

Moreover, if the State had the right 
to require the observance of the Sabbath, 
or of a Sabbath, it would of necessity, 
have also a right to say in what that 
observance should consist; and all would 
be in duty bound to obey its mandates, 
under penalty not only of the civil law 
but of the divine law as well, for to dis-
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osbety wboutld. be no~ otnlGy cdrimTehagainstt tthhe I 
ta e, · u s1n aga1ns o . us, no e 

perfect, unchanging law of God, but the 
1 

imperfect, ever-changing law of manwciuld 
be the standard by which men would be 
judged, not only in earthly courts but in 
the court of heaven. It follows that the 
State has no right whatever to enact laws 
of any. kind in reference to Sabbath ob
servance .. 

But when we turn to the subject of 
marriage, we find that it is entirely dif
ferent. · Marriage means the upion of 
man and woman as husband and wife. 
It relates, therefore, wholly to mankind, 
and is properly a subject of civil law, be
cause, as we shall see, the conservation of 
human rights demands that the safeguards 
of civil law be thrown around it. 

It is true, as previously stated, that 
marriage was given to man by the Cre
ator, and to violate the divine law con
cerning it is sin; but that is not the 
reason that it is properly regulated by 
civil law. "Thou shalt not kill," is a 
divine command, but that is not the rea
son the State punishes the murderer. The 
State punishes murder solely for the pro
tection of life. The State knows no malice, 
and does not punish the murderer for 
revenge, but only to prevent repeated 
homicides by the same individual, and to 
deter others from following his example. 
Likewise, the State properly regulates 
marriage only because civil justice re
quires it. 

The Declaration of Independence de
clares that ''men are endowed by their Cre
ator with certain inalienable rights," and 
that ''to secure these rights, governments 
are instituted among men." An inalien
able right is a natural right, a right that 
even though it may not be exercised can
not be surrendered, so that it ceases to be 
a right. An inalienable, or natural right, 
may not be exercised for a time, or des
potic power may invade it, but justice 
confirms it, nevertheless, and just govern
ment will guarantee it. '' Life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness" are inalien
able rights. A man may throw away his 
life, or he may sell himself into slavery, 
or he may bind himself not to seek hap
piness; but the State can in justice sanc
tion ·none of these transactions. It is a 
contradiction of terms to say that '' a man 
may be free not to be free;" for were 
the State to sanction a permanent sur
render of individual, personal liberty, the 
one making such surrender would, after 
he had made it, have no more choice in 
the matter; and there can be no liberty 
without freedom of choice. The State 
does not compel any man to exercise his 
natural rights; but it does refuse to become 
a party to a surrender of those rights. If 
one throws away his life, the State cannot 
restore it to him; but if he sells himself 
as a slave, or agrees to forego the pursuit 
of happiness, the State refuses to sanction 
the act; these rights are still his, and 

whenever he sees fit to do so he may ex
ercise them. The Creator has endowed 
him with these rights, and he cannot be 
justly deprived of them except as punish
ment for crime. 

Marriage carries with it certain rights 
that are just as sacred and inviolable as 
any of the · rig·hts with which God has 
endowed man. The Creator has ordained 
that every man may "have his own 
wife, and every woman her own husband." 
These words are revelation, but they ex-

l 
press a truth which is so evident that it 
must be accepted, whether one believes in 
inspiration or not. The framers of the 
Declaration of Independence set forth as 
a self- evident truth that '' all men are 
created equal," and that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain rights. Here 
the word " me1i " is generic, and includes 
women; it follows that women have just 
the same rights that men have. There
fore, reasoning even from a purely sec
ular standpoint, we must conclude that if 
every man has a right to his own wife, 
every woman has a right to her own 
husband; for their rights are equal. The 
man who is willing that his wife should 
take one or .more additional husbands, is 
the only- man who can with even a shadow 
of consistency, defend the taking of more 
than one wife. Polygyny has its root in 
the assumed inferiority of women; it can
not live for a moment in an atmosphere 
of equal rights. 

The natural right to have a wife or a 
husband, may not be exercised, or may 
be forfeited by violation of the marriage 
contract, just as life or liberty may be 
forfeited by crime; but it cannot be takep. 
away by another; neither can the State 
properly sanction (and in such a case, 
to permit is, in effect, to sanction) any 
agreement or conflicting relation that 
would tend to invade or destroy that 
right. Polygamy does necessarily invade 
that right; therefore the State cannot 
sanction it, but is in duty bound to pro
hibit it. 

If it be argued that the State may per
mit polygamy where all who engage in 
it do so willingly, the sufficient and just 
answer is1 the State must refuse such 
permission in justice to those who having 
married in good faith have never given 
such consent; and who, were the ·state 
to legalize the relation, might be co
erced into a consent, sufficient to meet 
the technical demands of any law that 
could be framed in rega;rd to the mat
ter, but coming very far short of that 
perfect liberty of action sought to be 
guaranteed by tlie law. It may be true 
that a majority of women in Utah, whose 
husbands are in polygamy, have freely 
given their consent; but because of the 
perfect equality of human rights the State 
must refuse its sanction. Justice says that 
the husband belongs to the first wife; she 
may at any time claim her rights as the 
only wife of her husband, and that her 

children .are the only legitimate children 
of hei.· husband; and the State must sus
tain her claim and vindicate her rights. 
But this it cannot do if it has in the mean
time given its sanction to, or legalized, 
a conflicting relation. It follows that the 
State must forbid polygamy in every case, 
or else fail of the very object for which 
governm€mts are instituted among men, 
namely, to preserve rights. 

Again, the State must regulate marriage, 
because in its very nature it affects not 
only those who enter that relation, but 
the entire community as well. Marriage 
imposes ·upon those who enter it certain 
obligations, and they must not be per
mitted to escape those responsibilities, 
for if they do the 'burdens which they 
should carry will fall upon others. Or· 
dinarily, marriage means offspring, and it 
is clearly the duty of those who bring 
children into the world, to support them 
until they are able to care for themselves. 
Ifi' they fail, or refuse, to perform this 
duty they thereby throw the burden upon 
the State, which is only to compel others 
to be taxed for the support of their 
children, and to pay for their negligence. 
And to protect the community from the 
imposition of. this burden, the State in
sists that marriage shall not be transient, 
but permanent; and that it shall be so 
regulated that there shall be no question as 
to the paternity of children. It is therEJfore 
not only, the undeniable right but the 
bounden duty of the State to regulate mar
riage. This is not true of Sabbath keeping; 
for one man's failure to keep a Sabbath 
does not deprive another of that privi
lege; neither does it burden the State. 
This is practically admitted by even the 
most zealous advocates of what they are 
pleased to term a "civil Sunday law." In 
answering the question, '' Should there 
not be a law to protect the Jew in the 
observance of his Sabbath ? " Rev. W. F. 
Crafts well says: "It is· not sufficiently 
emphasized that the· Jew is }eft absolutely 
free to observe the seventh day. He can 
close his shop; he can refuse to work." 
This is true; but it is no more true of 
the Jew and the seventh day, than it is 
of the Christian and the first day. 

But since the State must regulate mar
riage, the State must likewise decide to 
what extent it will regulate it; and this 
decision must depend only upon the rights 
of the citizen, and the best interests of the 
State. The requirements of the divine 
law cannot enter into it at all, so far as 
the State is concerned; and this not be
cause that law is not wise and just, but 
because, the State cannot become a judge 
of that law; it must, of necessity con
fine itself to things purely civil; and 
where civil justice is done the divine 
law will never be contravened. 

But some may say, .that while the State 
must of course regulate marriage, and may 
properly prohibit polygamy in general, it 
should rr.ake an exception in favoi of 
those who, from religious motives, desire 
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to practice it. But it has already been 
shown that the State cannot, if faithful 
to 1ts trust, permit plural marriages even 
among those who are agreed that such 
relations are proper. Were the State to 
make any such exception as this, it would 
afford opportunity for every man who 
wished to abandon his first wife, to prac
tically do so shu ply by making a profession 
of Mormonism. He could then take as 
many wives as he saw fit, and might sub
sequently retain or renounce his new re
ligio.n according to his own convenience. 
With polygamy legalized in any State 
or Territory; no woman in the United 
States would be legally secure in her 
marital rights. But, even leaving all 
that out of the question, the State can
not' ·properly make any such exception. 
Such exception would only be to favor one 
class above' another for religious reasons, 
and that would not be just; for laws 
should operate alike upon all. It would 
be manifestly unjust to imprison a 
"Gentile " for doing that which the Mor
mon is freely permitted to practice. 
And such laws would speedily bring all law 
into contempt, and make government an 
impossibility. It follows that if the State 
permits the Mormon to have more than 
one wife, it must grant the same privilege 
to the '' Gentile; " and if it permits polyg
yny, it must in justice permit polyandry 
also, But this would cause utter confu
sion in families, and certainly burden the 
State with the care of numerous wards, 
whom it would have to supply not only 
with subsistence, but even with family 
names, as their paternity would be in 
doubt. And this would at one step plunge 
the State into arbsolute paternalism .. In
deed the whole system of polygamy is 
inseparable from the idea of paternalism 
in governm(3nt. 

It is clear from these considerations, (1) 
That while marriage and the Sabbath are 
both· divine ·institutions, they are essen
tially different in this, that whereas the 
Sabbath is dependent for its very exist
ence upon revelation, and relates solely to 
the recognition of God as an object of 
worship, marriage is natural, and relates 
wholly to . the proper relations of men and 

· women to each other and to society; (2) 
That 'for civil government to regulate 
Sabbath-keeping would tend to destroy 
moral responsibility to God, and that, 
without in the least benefiting mari; while 
on the other hand, for government not to 
regulate marriage would be to neglect the 
very work for which governments are 
instituted, namely, the securirJ.g of human 
rights; (3) That while the neglect or re
fusal of people to keep a Sabbath does not 
impose financial burdens upon the State, 
the practice of polygamy must inevitably 
burden the State with numerous wards· 
of unknown paternity. The unavoidable 
conclusion is, that while polygamy is an 
invasion of natural rights, destructive of 
the very idea of civil government, ruinous 

to genuine civilization, and therefore, to 
be prohibited to all alike, the State has no 
right to either require or forbid Sabbath
keeping. 

Senator George's Speech. 

LAST week we gave Senator Reagan's 
. speech on the Indian Appropriation bill. 
We now give the s~eech of Senator 
George, of Mississippi, on the same sub
ject. It is brief, but strictly to the point. 

Mr. President": I rise principally for 
the purpose of endorsing, in all its length 
and 'breadth and depth, the very fine 
argument made by the Senator from 
Texas [Mr. Reagan] in opposition to any 
scheme by which the money of the people 
of the United States, shall be appropriated 
to any particular denomination of Chris
tians for the purpose of educating, civil
izing, and Christianizing Indians. I be
lieve that the Constitution of the United 
States is violated in spirit when that is 
done. The First Amendment says that, 
"Congress shall make no la~ respecting 
an establishment of religion." I believe 
we do our duty to the Indians, in the way 
of education, when we ·do for them what 
we do for the white people, and the black 
people of this country, giving them State 
education without reference to religious 
tenets. Whenever the Government em
barks upon a scheme of that sort, we 
have, what has so manifestly appeared 
to-day, a contest between the various re
ligious denominations of this country, as 
to who shall get the most. I am opposed 
to the whole scheme. 

There is a denomination of Christians 
in this land, a very l~rge denomination, 
probably as large as any other, who be
lieve that the interference by Government 
with the teaching or establishment of the 
doctrines of any particular religious sect 
is wrong, and who, therefore, from consci
entious scruples refuse to receive any 
money of the Government to teach any 
Indian school, or to go into the business at 
all. That denomination is the Baptist de
nomination. I think we shall do well 
when we adhere strictly in practice to that 
line of action. 

[At this point, Senator Call, of Florida, 
spoke, endorsing the action of the Gov
ernment in giving money to the churches, 
and attempted to make it appear that the 
opposition to the appropriation was only 
opposition to Catholics, to which Senator 
George replied, as follows :-ED.] 

Mr. President: I do not intend to allow 
the Senator from Florida, to state in his 
own way, the position of 'those of us who 
oppose the appropriation of money, out of 
the Treasury of the United States, for the 
purpose of keeping up these schools. He 
stated that our opposition was. based upon 
the ground that the Catholics had the 
schools. I repudiate that sentiment, sir, 
entirely; I do not care whether the school 
is kept by Catholics or any one of the 

Protestant denominations, it is no part 
of the business of Congress to take peo
ple's money for the purpose of having 
denominational schools. Denominational 
schools ought to be kept up by the de
nominations which own them, and they 
are kept up in that way all over the 
United States, for all the population of the 
United States, except only, for the Indians. 

I desire simply to say that muclJ. The 
Senator from Florida, wholly misinter
prets the views and the sentiments of 
those who oppose these appropJ?iations. I 
would as soon vote for an appropriation 
for one sort of a denominational school as 
for another. I am opposed to all of them. 
Nat to the school, but to their being sus
tained by taxes collected from the people 
of the United States. 

It Is All Wrong. 

UPON the subject of enforced teaching 
of English in private schools, the St. Paul 
Dispatch says :-

It is right that citizens of foreign nationalities 
shomld, among themselves, seek to maintain the 
traditions and memories of their native lands; but 
it is not right, and should not be tolerated, that 
they shall educate their children at the public ex
pense, or otherwise, as if those children were des
tined to spend their lives in the countries from 
which their respective parents came. 

~T e have never yet heard, nor do we be
lieve that the Dispcdch has, of any class 
of people who desired to educate their chil
dren in the traditions and memories of 
foreign lands at the publ,ic expense. We 
have not yet seen it denied that the public 
has the right to teach EngliRh solely in 
the public schools. The Dispatch there
fore in this, raises a false issue. 

That which is denied is that the public 
has a right to say what shall be taught 
in the private schools; and this is' not 
a denial of the right of the State to say 
that English shall be taught in the 
public schools. It is not opposition to 
the teaching of English; , but this oppo
sition is to the assumption that if the 
State can say that English shall be 
taught in the public schools, that con
cedes the right of the State to say, that 
whatever it pleases shall be taught in the 
private schools; and that consequently 
there is no such. thing as a private school; 
that the State arbitrarily turns the private 
school into a public .school at private ex
pense. And further than this, it is in 
defense of private rights as a whole. If 
the State can take charge of the private 
school and run it at private expense, then 
it can take charge of any other private 
affair, and there is no longer any such 
thing as private rights; everything be
comes public; the State absorbs all, and 
becomes the parent of all; but that is not 
constitutional, nor American, nor Chris
tian. 

All this is conveyed in the above state
ment of the Dispatch, wherein it asserts 
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that the right of the citizens of foreign 
nationalities to "educate their children at 
the public expense or otherwise, as if 
those children were destined to spend their 

, lives in the country from which their 
parents came, should not be tolerated." 
This puts the State at once in the place 
of the parent, and proposes to dictate 
what he may or may not teach in all 
things, and in all places. As we stated in 
THE SENTINEL, of June 5, this principle 
would prohibit ex-Minister Palmer from 
teaching and speaking Spanish to his 
adopted Spanish boy, as though the boy 
was destined to spend his life in the coun
try from which he came. 

The theory is all wrong, and the laws 
are wTong that are based upon the theory, 
and the arguments are wrong that are 
used in defense of it. The whole thing is 
wrong. And yet, for all that, we verily 
believe that the theory is going to con
tinue until it will finally prevail, and we 
dread the day when it shall come. 

A. T. J. 

---~·-----,-

The Nature and Purpose of Civil Law. 

WHAT is the nature of civil law? One 
writer has defined civil law as "the col
lective organization of the individual 
right of legitimate defense." It being 
true that every man has received from 
God, the right to defend his person, 
liberty, and property, it follows that any 
number of men may legitimately concert 
together to organize a common force for 
mutual defense and protection. In other 
words, law is the substitution of collective 
force, for the rightful force of individuals, 
in order that each may be guaranteed the 
safety of life, liberty, and property, and 
maintained in all his natural rights. 
This is necest~ary, in order to preserve the 
peace and safety of the people. 

But the dignity of a State can only be 
preserved when its statutes are executed, 

, as otherwise all authority and order in 
the Government would soon be dissipated. 
But a legislative enactment without a 
penalty, could not be enforced, for the 
reason that such an instrument would be 
nothing more than a suggestion, and 
could have no more weight than a mere 
opinion expressed. Men might or might 
not adopt such suggestions, as they saw 
fit, with01,1t molestation. But when a 
legitimate enactment. provides that those 
guilty of violating its requirements shall 
be liable to a penalty, it makes no differ
ence if certain ones in the State do dis
Jtgree with its sentiment, they must fall 
into line, and obey the statute, even 
though it be against their will, or ·else 
suffer the penalty which the statutes 
provide. 
· Civil law is a legal remedy for injuries 
inflicted, no matter how slight such in
jur:les may be. Were it not for the law, 
there would be no redress for any wrong. 
Public sentiment may condemn injury and 

insult, but it is not a substitute for the 
law, as it cannot remedy the matter. Its 
decision may be salutary, yet daily in
fringed. A principle resting only on pub
lic opinion, may be violated until it is 
not considered of any moment. Macaulay 
has truly said that "nothing that is 
very common can be very disgraceful. 
Thus, public opinion when not tltrength
ened by positive enactment, is first defied, 
and then vitiated. At best, it is a feeble 
check to wickedness, and at last it be
comes its most powerful auxiliary." 

It is 'for this reason that law is neces
sary, because, where checks are fewer 
crimes are greater. But thii:! is force; for 
were it not for the fear of suffering the 
penalty, no more heed would be given to 
the law, than as if it had no existence. 
Sometimes, as in the case .of laws against 
selling intoxicating liquors, men violate 
them, expecting to pay the penalty, be
cause they consider it more advantageous 
to themselves financially, to suffer the in
convenience of the penalty when not con
sidered too heavy, than to obey the law. 
In view of this tendency, penalties are 
frequently provided, which are very se
vere, in order to deter from the violation 
of the law, and so preserve the authority 
of the State. 

It is plain, therefore, that the operation 
of law is the operation of force, since men 
are obliged to comply with its provision 
or be punished. But for this very reason, 
civil law cannot properly prescribe posi
tive duties for men, and require the per
formance of those duties, for the reason 
that civil government has not the prerog
ative of punishing men for the neglect 
of positive duties, because that would be 
to interfere with men's personal rights, 
with which a civil government properly 
has nothing to do. It is an indefeasible 
right of all individuals to use their fac·
ulties and powers as they see fit, and to 
any extent, in the improvement of their 
minds or in the accumulation of wealth, 
provided, however, that in their pursuits 
they have due respect to the rights of 
others, by making no offensive or restrict
ive attacks upon those rights, or anything 
which concerns them. 

The law may pmiish for all breaches of 
the public peace. The only question to 
settle on this score, would be to deter
mine what constitutes an o.ffense. There 
must be a general agreement that every 
act of injustice by one citizen toward an
other, would come under this head; but, 
in matters of religion, what would con
stitute an act of injustice ? It would cer
tainly be unjust to permit interference 
with one's act of devotion, of whatever it 
may consist, whether it is public or pri
vate, so long as that devotion does not in 
any way injure another in person, prop
erty, or reputation. The Government 
may, and ought to have laws preventing 
such injury, because thereby the public 
peace is endangered. But the Govern-

ment cannot go beyond this, and require 
a religious observance on the part of any 
one, no matter how creditable in itself 
such an act of worship might be, because 
that would be an unwarrantable invasion 
of personal rights, since God has given 
no one the privilege of deciding for an
other whether he shall or shall not 
worship. 

Since all law is force, it cannot, there
fore, go beyond the domain of mere force. 
When the law, by force, restrains a man 
from injuring others, it simply imJlOSes 
on him a negation. In this case, it does 
not attack his person, liberty or property, 
but only protects others from the injustice 
of his attacks. The law then, is not made 
to create ,justice, but to r~strain the in
justice that naturally exists. In the ab
sence of injustice, the opposite would 
come in without force. The office of law, 
therefore, is to restrain wrong, rather 
than to enforce the right. Just as soon 
as the law commences to act positively, 
it substitutes the will of those who framed 
the law, for the will of the citizens. 
When this is permitted, the intelligence 
of the citizens becomes a useless posses
sion; their personality and liberty are 
gone; they need no longer have anxiety 
about the responsibilities of the future. 
In short, they would cease to be real men, 
but grown up children instead, when the 
laws are framed so as to prescribe their 
positive duties. 

It is for these very reasons that civil 
law cannot recognize religion, or decide 
its requirements. We repeat that law 
is force>. and whatever positive duties it 
requires, are forced d:uties. Therefore, 
where religion, in any of its forms, is 
required by law, it is a religion forced 
upon men, whether they will it or not. 
Yet it would not do for the law to be 
opposed to morality, for in that case, it 
would compel the citizen to accept the 
cruel alternative of sacrificing his ideas of 
morality, or his respect for the law. This 
would be as unjust as the other extreme 
of the law, prescribing the duties of relig
ion for the citizen. 

All, therefore, that civil law can pi:op
erly do toward religion and be just, is to 
respect every form of religion, and favor 
none; to be neither hostile nor friendly to 
any, but simply be silent on the subject, 
as a matter lying outside of its jurisdic
tion. The reason for this i.s obvious; and 
the principle is admirably stated in the 
following words from '' Church and State," 
by Dr. Schaff:-

'' Freedom of religion, is one of · the 
greatest gifts of God to man, without 
distinction of race and color. He is the 
Author and Lord of conscience, and no 
power on earth has a vight to stand be
tween God and the conscience. A viola
tion of this divine law written in the 
heart, is an assault upon the majesty of 
God in man. Granting the freedom of 
conscience, we must, by logical necessity, 
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also grant the freedom of its manifestation 
and exercise in public worship. To con
cede the first, and to deny the· second, 
after the manner of despotic governments, 
is to imprison the conscience. To be just, 
the State must either support all, or none 
of the religions of its citizens." 

J. 0. CoRLISS. 

Subtle Dangers. 

THE foll:owing extract, from the Con
gressional Record, is submitted as an evi
dence of the subtle dangers which may be 
concealed in the most seemingly innocent 
measure, if it involves any illegitimate 
or U:;nconstitutional legislation. 

The extract is from the debate on. the 
Senate billfor the "more complete endow
ment and support of the colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture," etc., which passed 
the House, ,August 20 :-

Mr. Blount.-Will-the gentleman allow me to 
say in the reply to the last suggestion, as to the 
constitutionality of this question, is not that a 
thing of the past ? And I would also ask if there 
is anything in this bill providing for this system 
except what has already been anticipated, and is 
existing law to-day ? 

Mr. McOomas.-That is the whole of it. 
Mr. Blount.-For instanpe, you ·have got your 

colleges based on the land scrip of 1862, and you 
have your experimental stations based on the act· of 
1887, and as I understand it, the effect of this bill 
is simply to increase the amount appropriated, from 
$15,000 to $25,ooo: 

Mr. McOomas.--That is the whole scope of this 
bill. 

Mr. Blount. -Therefore we are not confronted 
here with the question as to whether we are adopt
ing this or that system, but we have it now, and 
this.is just to extend its operations. 

Mr. McOomas.-And that is all. It is to appro
priate more to secure some more schools in the new 
States. 

Mr. Blount.-But the principle is already in the 
law. 

Mr. McOomas.-And not only the principle but 
the practice, the practice of all .the States in the 
Union. And this simply increases the amount, and 
adds to the number of schools of like character. 

This same ·method of reasoning was 
used in the Senate and House, during the 
debate on · the appropriations for the 
maintenance of religious schools among 
the Indians; it was used in the discussion 
of the Breckinridge local Sunday bill, for 
the District of Columbia, before the House 
Committee. on the District of Columbia; 
and also at the hearing in the last Con-

. gress upon the Blair Sunday-rest bill, 
before the Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

It does not require a very extended 
observation of the course which legisla
tion is taking in this country, and of the 
opinions expressed in legislative halls, to 
see how it. is possible within a few years 
that laws of a strictly paternal or ultra
religious character may come to their pas
sage, and all protest be totally ineffectual, 
because the "principle is already in the 
law"~" and not only the· principle but 
the practice." 

Some Pointed Observations. 

IN commenting editorially upon a recent 

Sunday-law sermon, delivered by one of 

the pastors of Oakland, California, The 
Dial of that city, says:-

The Doctor assumes that all persons out
side of prisons are not at liberty to work 
or not to work on Sunday, as they please, 
in communities and States where there 
are no Sunday laws. He also intrudes an 
ingeniously sentimental appeal as between 
the rights of the workingman and the 
millionaire, as respects resting on Sunday 
-an appeal ad miserecordiam, as the 
logicians call it-to tp.e lachrymal glap.ds, 
as it were. As a matter of fact, under 
the present State laws, or the defect of 
them, on the Sunday question, million
aires sometimes work on Sunday. So, 
also, many poor men choose occupations 
in which they work on that day and re
ceive the extra wage for that additional 
day's work. If they do not so choose, no 
law obliges them to do so, no more than 
any law can compel seven days' wages for 
six days' work in favor of any poor man. 
But we think we can ·answer the good 
Doctor's pathetic interrogation more spe
cifically. We think we understand some
thing of the spirit of the laws of this State. 
'' When " he asks, '' will California enact 
suitable S::tbbath laws, etc. ? " We believe 
it will be when the intelligence of Cali
fornia ceases to regard "Sabbath laws" 
to be in violation of the civil liberties of 
the citizen'-when it ceases to regard "Sab-
bath laws" to be in violation of conscience 
-when it ceases to regard the demand 
for "Sabbath laws" to be inspired by the 
religious zeal of one portion of the com
munity, for the purpose of enforcing its 
peculiar observances on the other. It 
will be when California, instead of repre
senting, as she does to-day, in the spirit 
of her laws, the advanced principles of 
American civil liberty, retrogrades to 
medireval methods for the persecutio.Q. 
of opinion and the support of a semi
theocracy? 

Our reverend townsman, like so many 
of his brothers of the cloth, talks feelingly 
of the " emancipation" of the working
man, but he gives himself entirely away 
in his appeal for "Sabbath" and "Chris
tian" legislation. These pious gentlemen 
do not take the trouble to analyze their 
motives too keenly, flatter themselves that 
they mean well, but, as a matter of fact, 
they mean religious persecution, and they. 
do not mean a great deal else. They sim
ply want to force their neighbors to con
form to the "Christian Sabbath," whether 
they religiously respect it or not. There 
are multitudes of goqd citizens, without 
highly colored religious convictions, who 
have quite as · mu~h regard for the rest 
and welfare of the "poor workingman " 
as these professional representatives of 
good will to men, and who have a great 

deal more regard for the principles of 
American liberty that protect saint and 
sinner alike. They have more of Chris" 
tian charity, even; for they would de
fend with their lives the religious liber
ties, even, of their would-be persecutors 
-including those of the "Christian Sab
bath "-and this they would do because 
they are Americans. 

Professional religionists, like our rev
erend fellow-townsman, appear in these 
days to be affiicted with an increasing for
getfulness that they are living under a 
civil government, instead of a theocracy, 
and that there are in this country other 
classes of citizens whose righ,ts of opinion 
and observance are quite as sacred as 
their own. 

They forget that there are even large re
ligious bodies among their fellow-citizens, 
with convictions as sincere as their own, 
like the Jews and the Adventists, for 
whom the enactment of "suitable Sabbath 
laws" would be downright persecution; 
as such laws have already proved them
selves to be in several of the "sisterhood 
of States "-in that precious land of re
ligious liberty, Tennessee, for example! 
These orthodox gentlemen,· not content to 
enjoy the freedom and privilege of Sunday 
worship for themselves, would have the 
first day of the week changed in color for 
their fellowmen, by the powerful analine 
of religious conviction. Conscious of their 
own growing weakness to accomplish 
this, they resort to the medireval method 
of calling on the civil laws to help them 
out. 

---~--+·---

A SAN FRANCISCO paper remarks that 
"the advocates of Sunday laws should 
'brace up' and know something. Mrs. 
J. C. Bateham, who flourishes the sesquip
edalian title of 'National Superintendent 
of the Sabbath Observance Department 
of the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union,' said in a lecture here, last Sunday 
evening, that the Sunday newspaper was 
a Sabbath desecration in that it compelled 
editors, reporters, and printers to work 
on Sunday. Mrs. Bateham ought to in
form herself that the work done by these 
Sunday workers is for the Monday morn
ing edition, which a strictly enforced Sun
day law would make impossible, as it 
likewise would the reporting of her lec
ture and the sermons of the clergy." 

Nobody that knows anything about 
newspaper work, supposes that the objec
tion to Sunday papers is because of the 
Sunday work done upon them. That plea 
is simply chaff used to decoy unwary 
sparrows. The real objection to SunQ.ay 
papers is that they are read on Sunday, 
and that the reading of them is supposed 
to keep people away from church. 

DRAGGING the churches into politics is 
apt to hurt religion more than it helps 
government. 
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DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
We believe In temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. . 
We .believe In supporting the civil government, and submit

ting to,lts a.utbority. 
We deny.tbe'rigbt of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. 
We belleve.Jt is the :right1 and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own con· 
science. 

We also believe It to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we.and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in· 
estimable blessings of both relllrtous and civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 
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w.·H. McKEE, 
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The Beginning of the Campaign in 
· California. 

THE American Sabbath Union must 
feel of California, as Cardinal Manning 
cine() expressed himself of England :-
. if·~ver there was it land in which work was to be 

done, cit is here. I shall not say too much if I say 
that,w13 ,have to subjugate and subdue, to conquer 
a}).d, r.ule, an, impe~ial race. . . . Were heresy 
conquered in England, it would be conquered 
throughout the world. All its lines meet here, 
and therefore in England the church of God [Ro · 
man Catholic] must be gathered in its strtJngth. 

Substitute California for England, and 
American Sabbath Union for the Roman 
Oatholic Church, and the above quotation 
is befitting language for Sunday-law ad
vocates just now. Prior to 1883, Califor
nia had a dead-letter Sunday law which 
was then repealed. Since then Sunday
law advocates haYe continually mourned 
and threatened, because Ca.lifornia '~ is the 
only State without a Sunday law." The 
American Sabbath Union, last year, s-ent 
its best man, Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts. He 
organized ·numerous auxiliary societies 
and departed. He has again visited the 
State'-'-'a few months ago. Mrs. J. C. Bate~ 
ham, Dr. W. W. Atterbury, of New 
York Sabbath fame, and Bishop New
man, are also on the Coast, but Sabbath 
laws are not yet. 

Mrs. Bateham has given two lectures, 
recently, in Oakland, which were very 
slimly attended. She presented nothing 
new, and the old arguments were put in 
a remarkably weak form. An instance, 
and as telling' ·an argument as she used, 
was that based on the stability of the Re
public. Its foundation, she contended, was 
the Sabbath. Of course,· concrete argu
ments are worth more than abstract, so 
the lady presented before us the two re
publics of France and the United States. 
The former sabbathless, the latter founded 
on th~ Sabbath; the former unstable, the 
latt~r·' stabie. This would all have been 
good if her premise had been true, that a 
Sabbath-keeping nation was the only 

stable na.tion. But in the first place the 
United States has not been a Sabbath
keeping nation, and in the second place, 

. the illustration as regards France, is of 
no worth in the light of opposite facts. 
Rome existed as a sabbathless republic, 
for five hundred years before Christ, and 
as a sabbathless imperialism more than 
two hundred years after. As a sabbath
less republic she conquered the world. 
Under the last of· her mighty emperors 
·she became infected with that malignant 
plague-a Sunday law. According to 
Mrs. Bateham, right there, Rome's great
ness and stability ought to have begun, 
but the facts are that the Sunday law of 
Constahtine, was but· a prelude to Rome's 
instability and destruction as a nation of 
unity and strength. 

Another point, perhaps worthy of notice, 
was concerning the District of Columbia, 
another poor spot of earth without a 
Sunday law. The surprising: fact, in con
nection with the matter, however, is this: 
That for years and ·years the District was 
without a Sunday law, and those dear 
people knew nothing about it till they 
searched the records. Yet the District of 
Columbia, during ·all that time, was one 
of the civilized spots of. earth; it had 
grown apace; its people had lived, had 
worshiped, had died, many; of them in 
hope. They had kept their Sabbath as 
good as in all other cities, except, per
haps, when the Federal Congress was 
there convened from the several Sunday
law States. And yet, the good people of 
Washington knew not they were so '' dis
graced" till ·our zealous Sunday-law agi
tators began their hunt. Poor Wash
ington! 

Another convention, of the American 
Sabbath Union, was held at the Young 
Men's Christian Association rooms in San 
Francisco, August 16 and 18, under .the 
direction of the District Secretary of the 
Pacific Coast, Rev. Edward Thompson, 
LL. D. It was a poorly managed affair. 
It·was announced two weeKs previous, but 
the p~ace was not given, and then nothing 
more was heard of it till the first day 
had passed. Even the officers of the asso
ciation, Dr. Abbott, Rev. N. R. Johnson, 
and Mrs. J. C. Batehain knew nothing 
of the meeting.· Mrs. Bateham was not 
present at all. It was a union meeting in 
only one respect, all wanted a Sunday law 
of. some kind. Tlie spirit of the gather
ing 'was well illustrated in Acts 19:32 
''Some cried one thing and some another: 
for the assembly was confused; and the 
more part knew not wherefore they were 
come together." Yet all could cry as 
regards some kind of a Sunday law, 
'' Great is Diana of the Ephesians.'' 

"The Sabbath in the Home," was dis
cussed by Rev. M. M. Gibson (United 
Presbyterian), and he •said some very 
good things. "If the Sabbath is in the 
home," he declared, " it will be in the 
church and in the State." He stated 

most truly that there was no more religion 
in the church than there was in the home; 
and that' if ~he Sabbath were in the home, 
it would· pervade society and the State. 
And this contains the whole thing in a 
nutshell. If the Sabbath were in the 
homes of the people, there would be no 
need of Sabbath laws. On this point Dr. 
Gibson is sound, and the argument makes 
of none effect the Sabbath laws which he 
pleaded for in a half-hearted manner; 
again making of none effect his plea for 
law by returning to his original argu
ment. The law he claimed would go no 
farther in restricting power, than the in
fluence of home gave it that power. 

Akin to the above topic was another: 
"Keep the Sabbath yourself." It was 
argued by Dr. Stewart that it was ab
solutely impossible to enact or enforce 
Sabbath laws while professed Christians 
were so apathetic. The real trouble 
exists with church members. 

" Sunday laws not Oppressive," was 
discussed by Rev. J. A. Q. Henry (Bap
tist). He argued, from the following rea
sons, that they were not oppressive: 1. 
The Sabbath was a physical necessity. 
2. The Sabbath was a necessity fr(j)m an 
economic standpoint. 3. It was a neces
sity from an ethical standpoint. 4. It 
was a religious necessity. Ergo by· a 
fourfold necessity, Sabbath laws were 
not oppressive. But Government has no 
right to enjoin a religious observance of 
the day, but to protect its citizens in their 
right to worship. Mr. Henry's conclusion 
no more followed from his premises, than · 
figs could be expected from thistles. 
Every argument he adduced in favor of 
his position could be urged in favor of a 
law to regulate sleep. A proper amount 
of sleep is a physical and economical, 
an ethical, and a religious (civil) neces
sity; therefore, laws to regulate sleep, 
and we may also say, food and dress, are 
n<?t oppressive. · It is difficult to say 
whether pity for the man, or contempt for 
his so-called arguments, is the predomina
ting emotion .in listening to such puerili
ties, One man asked would it oppress the 
Jews ?-No. Provision was always made 
for them and. Sabbatarians, with the 
exception of laws of one State, Kansas, 
he believed. This is an indication of the 
ignorance of many able men upon this 
subject. A few facts, like the persecutions 
in Pennsylvania, Arkansas, and Tennessee,: 
are worth a thousand such arguments. 
Sunday laws are not oppressive when they 
are allowed to become dead letters, as they 
are in most of our States, but when in 
operation and enforced they are always 
oppressive, as has been demonstrated times 
without number. 

Dr. Atterbury, of New York, urged the 
convention to confine the question to the 
civil, secular Sabbath alone, and drop 
every other issue. Dr. Abbott made a 
very vigorous speech on the same line. 
He said the California Legislature, he 



thought; would entertain a purely 
secular Sabbath bill, but it would 
do no good to. ask for any other. 
If men were afraid of losing their 
rE!ligion in asking for such a bill, 
they had better keep away from 
Sacramento. 

Dr. John Thompson (general 
;Bible agent for the Pacific Coast), 
described the quiet Sabbath he 
spent i'tl. Virginia city, Nevada. 
Five saloons were running, but 
there were no ·places of business 
open. He returned to California 
sick at heart, because we in Cal
i!or:Uia had no Christian Sabbath, 
and this"h.erepeateel several times. 
Your correspondent, in conversa
tion with him afterward, . ex
pl'eSS€1d SUrpri%e at the statement, 
and as,ked Mr. Thompson if he 
did· not· keep what he believed 
to be the "Christian Sabbath?" 
.~' Whi, ,certainly," was the reply. 
''How is it then," was asked, 
''you have no.Chtistian Sabbath 
here in. Oaliforhia ?" The Legis
lature, he said, had not given 
them one. "Then," it was asked, 
"do you receive your religion 
and religious institutions, and 
iustters of faith, from the Leg
islature?" It is to such pitiable 
$hifts that the logic of their 
madness drives them. 

In the even:iJag, a masH-meeting 
was adciJ.ressed by Miss C01·abel 
Tarr, of Chicago, Dr. Edward 
Thompspn (District Secretary), 
and Bishop John P. Newman, 
of New Y ovk. Bishop Newman 
Ul;ged that the issue be made on 
a non-secular day, a day of rest. 
Dr. Thompson gave a glowing 
~ccount of what had'been accom
pUshe\'L in Souther11 California h1 
the closi;ng of ti!aloons on Sunday. 
Miss Tarr spoke of women's work 
in the Sunday movement. 

Tb,e strength of the Sunday 
cause is not to be est.imated by 
these illy- managed meetings. 
While there. is much division 
in the . ranks in many respects, 
to all, great is the diside,ratum 
of some kind of a Sunday law. 
It will require some effort . to 
convert California, b.ut as Mrs. 
Bateham said, "the leaven is 
working," the baleful, poisonous, 
corrupting influence of religious 
legislation. M. C. WILCOX. 

--o--
THE Loyal American well says 

that "the divorce bt>tween State 
and Church should be absolute," 
and that " to co111plete the di
vorce, all churches and other re
ligious property should be taxed." 
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JBE MA TIONAL SUN·DA Y LAW 
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REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 
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-" MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
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have been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is 
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especiall,Y Legislators, lawyers, 
judges, and other public men. The argument is based on Scripture and hiStory, constitution and 
law, showing the lfmits of the civil power, the unconstit11tionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of 
the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
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'l'he Work Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c 

Send for it I Read it! Send it to Your Friends! 
Address all Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PU,BLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

Oa OAKLAND, CAL. 

NEW EDITIONS' 

Cri~V;It GOVE:RN.M:EN~T AN.O RELIGI:ON 
IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 

By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST 

BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 
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CHAP. ill shows for what purpose the "Powers that Be" are ordained, 
CHAP. IV ably discusses "The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who Are Making it." 
CHAP. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now 

pending in Congress. 
CHAP. VI is devoted to the "Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, ·and its Parallel in the 

Nineteenth." 
Chap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced. 

These· chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States 
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HEALTH FOOD CRACK·ERS 
HEiALTH produci'S wealth; a,pd:goi>d health can 

not be· ma,de of poor material. The agitation of 
this health question 'for some years in the past 
has created a demand for · 

HEALTHFUL FOODS, 
in the manufacture of which we have for the past 
ten years been engaged. The demand having con
stantly increased, we have fonnd it necessary to 
greatly increase our facilities by the addition of 
new and the latest improved machinery, etc. We 
are now well equipped, and prepared to .fill all 
orders, and to extend our business into new fields. 

Our Foods and Crackers are niade from the 
choicest grains and are strictly pure, justly en
titling them to the name above given. 

SAM,PLE PACKACES 
Of assorted Health Food Crackers sent post-paid 
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circular and price list to 

Battle Creek Bakery Co., 
163 WEST MAIN· ST., 

Battle Creek, Mich. 
NoTE -This chang~ of address is made at the 

request of another firm, in the same line of busi
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Freedom and grace of motion cannot be ob
tained by those wearing a still' corset. 

Thousands of sensible women have laid aside 
their corsets,and now wear our perfect substitute, 
"Madame Salisbury's peerless corset waist," or the 
hygiene bodice, perfect fitting, graceful, yet 
healthfuL 

LADY CANVASSERS 
~lake $5, to $8 per day selling our corsets, shoul
der braces, skirt supporting bustles, etc., send two 
cent stamp for illust1'ated pamphlet "How to 
Dress Healthfully," 

LADIES' ARTISTIC DRESS IMPR, CO., 
27 Barbour St., BATTLE CREEK, MwH. 

THE BEST 

DUPLICATINC I,N·KS 
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Send for Price Lists and Satnpli'B of Work Done 
with these Inks. 

REDDINC INK CO., 
43 BoND STREE1', NEW YoRK. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 
Neat, cheap, serviceable, They perfectly secure 

pen or pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall 
out whPn stooping. Can 'he easily and safely at
tached t<J any part.of the clothing, A small invest
ment will prevent the loss .of a valuable pen or 
pencil. 
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No.3 
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GoVERNOR HoAiw has been renominated 
and the Bennett law re-affirmed by the Wis
consin Republicans. The Democrats have 
nominated Geo. W. Peck, and declared 
against the Benn~tt law. The action of 
the Republicans in indorsing the Bennett 
law is to be depl~red, for it is certainly 
unworthy of the support of either of the 
great parties. 

THE purpose to thoroughly secularize 
the Government of Brazil, is shown in 
the provisions of . the new Constitution, 
making .civil marriages compulsory, pro~ 
hibiting any support of the Church by 
the State, the control of cemeteries by 
any religious bodies, the teaching, of relig
ion in the public schools, the resideRee of 
Jesuits in the country, and the founding 
of new monastic orders. It will now be 
in order for National Reformers and Ro
man Catholics to unite in denouncing 
Brazil as "atheistic," and her sta.tesmen 
as the '' enemies of all religion." 

--------··--------
THE Christian at Work says: " Our 

Sunday laws are undoubtedly based upon 
feeling rather than laid along logical 
lines." Yet in the same connection it at
tempts to justify the enforcement of such 
laws! Referring to this fact, a Western 
paper says: " Logic is reason; therefore 
to say that Sunday laws are not laid along 
logical lines, is to say that there is no 
reason in them. And in this age of 
boasted enlightenment, people will plead 
for rigid laws, against reason. The pitiful 
part of the matter is that while the laws 
themselves are based upon feeling, they 
are usually enforced with: a total lack of 
feeling." 

JosEPH CooK says: " I hold that the 
Sabbath is recognized in the Constitution 
of the United States, for the President is 
required to sign bills within so many days 
Sundays excepted. Every one of us is 
entitled to the same day's rest that he is. 
Still, so far as the State is concerned, I do 
not believe in enforcing the religious ob
servance of the Sabbath, but only as a 
day of rest and quiet." 

But there is no law to prevent the Pres
ident from signing bills upon Sunday if 
he desires to do so. There is, whether 
Mr. Cook acknowledges the fact or not, a 

vast difference betweenforbidding a man 
to do work on Sunday, and providing that 
he,shall not be required to do any: CJali
fornia recognizes Sunday more fully than 
does the Constitution of the United States, 
and yet, Mr. Crafts and Mr. Cook, as well 
as a host of lesser Sunday-law lights 
constantly complain that that State has 
no Sunday law. They would not be satis
fied with a statute declaring Sunday dies 
non. 

REFERRING to those who demand the 
abolition of capital punishment, because 
of the scenes accompanying the :first elec
trical execution, in this State, the Chris
tian Advocate says: "They may succeed, 
for this is an age of sentimentality and 
'legislation by hurricane.; " This agrees 
exactly with the utterance of the Chris
tian at Work concerning Sunday laws, 
namely, that such laws" are undoubtedly 
based upon feeling, rather than laid along 
logical lines." This is true; we have leg
islation by clamor, and trial by clamor, 
and too often the only thing back of the 
clamor is a sickly sentimentalism as utterly 
foreign to sound reason as ice is to equa
torial Africa. 

THE Pearl of Days says that, "the 
Catholic clergy of Los Angeles, Califor
nia, have joined with other citizens in the 
following petition:"-

To the Los Angeles City Council: 
The undersigned earnestly petition your honm·

able body so to amend or enlarge our city ordinance 
that the saloons shall be closed not only on election 
days, but also on Sundays. In this movement, for 
the moral benefit of the people, we wish the public 
to understand that we areJ.nfluenced by no political 
partisanship. FRANCIS MORA, Bishop. 

J. ADAM, Vicar-General, and all the other Roman 
Catholic clergymen of this city. 

This is not to be wondered at, since the 
Baltimore Council declared in favor . of 
high license. and Sunday closing. The 
two measures are cut from the same web, 
namely, compromise with the saloon. 
They alike delay the :final abolition of the 
evil. 

------~~-------

IN a recent appeal in behalf of that so
ciety, Ida C. Craddock, Corresponding 
Secretary of the American Secular Union, 
says : '' How mistaken is your action in 
refusing to join the army of the American 
Secular Union, which is waging the only 
organized warfare against these would-be 
uniters of Church and State!" 

Has the Secretary never . heard of the 
work of the National Religious Liberty 
Association ? With all due deference to 
the Secular Union, we must say that in 
the single year of its existence, the Re
ligious Liberty Association has done more 
effective work against the · "would- be 
uniters of Church and State," in this 
country, than the Secular Union has ever 
done in twice the time, or ever can do; 
and this, for the simple reason that 1-oo 

much of the work of the Union takes the 
form of opposition to 1;eligion; while the 
Religious Lihei·ty Association bases its 
opposition to Church and State unim}., 
upon the inalienable right of everY man 
to profess any religion or no religion as 
he may elect, and that, absolutely free 
from any sort of State interference. 

A FEW weeks ago, a five-year-old boy 
was run over, in the streets of this city, and 
had both his legs crushed. Subsequently 
his father made application to one of the 
courts, to be appointed guardian for his 
own child, for the purpose of bringing a 
suit for <iamages, in behalf of the injured 
boy. The father's application was denied, 
on the ground that he was not worth 
:fifty dollars. It was s.hown that this 
father was a sober, industrious man, but 
that m11de not the slightest difference; he 
lacked the necessary property qualifica
tion, and could not, under the law as 
interpreted by the court, be permitted to 
enter suit in behalf of his minor child. 
Comment upon such a law is unnecessary. 
Every lover of justice and liberty will 
be able to characterize such a law him
self, better than we could possibly do it. 
To say thiJ,t it belongs with the most ob
jectionable kind of class legislation, and 
that it is monstrously unjust is to put it 
very mildly. 

·•··-------
" THE school question," says the Oatho

Z,ic Review, "is breeding difficulties with 
every hour. Following the troubles in 
Massachusetts, and Wisconsin, comes ·the 
news from Ohio, that a Catholic pastor 
in Toledo, has been indicted by the Grand 
Jury, 'for misdemeanor, or for neglecdng 
to report pupils to the Board of Educa
tion.' . There is an Ohio law, a meddle
some, impertinent law, of the same stamp 
as the Wisconsi:p. Bennett law, conceived 
in the same spirit of malice, envy, a~d 
hatred, which requires all schools, public 
and private, to make a regular report to 
Boards of Education in each district, of 
the names of the pupils, ages, and so on. 
Acting under legal advice, the Toledo 
priest refused to make such returns from 
his private school, and his consequent ar
rest will test the constitutionality of the 
law, and make trouble for Ohio fanatics. 
These irritating questions are going to 
multiply." 
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A CINCINNATI paver well remarks that 
" it is to prevent working people from 
enjoying themselves on the 'American 
Sabbath' that all the efforts of the Law 
and Order Leagues are directed. The 
Carnegie library in Allegheny City, it has 
been. decided, must be kept closed on Sun
day; and when, please tell us, . can the 
Carnegie labor. slaves benefit by the li
brary except qn Sunday ? " 

----+•·----

"MucH," says the Christian Advocate,. 
"is made of the sacrifices which the Chris
tian religion requires. h,fidels protest 
against such a· demand as unjust, and 
m·erely nominal Christians consider it a 
great hardship." We suspect that this 
accounts for the efforts of Sunday-law 
advocates and other religious legislation-

. ists, to secure the passage of laws that 
will practically eliminate all necessity for 
sacrifice on the part of those who profess 
Christianity. The road .to life is to be 
made broad by civil law. 

-------·--------
THE Mail and Express is very much 

concerned about a union of Church and 
State in Turkey. In its issue of August 
5, itsays:-

The dangers and evils that are inherent in a 
union of Church and State, have been revealed in 
the riots in Constantinople agah.ist the Armenian 
Patriarch, which compelled his resignation. The 
Patriarch's conduct shows that, he would have 
encountered no violent opposition had he held 
merely his ecclesiastical position; free from en tan' 
glements with the Turkish Government. . . . . 

It was as creditable to the Patriarch that he was 
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urged to reconsider his resignation, as it was that 
he refused any longer to occupy the position in 
which he was incapable of protecting his people 
and yet subject to violent and irrational popular 
demonstrations, because he was powerless for good. 

Could there be a more glaring illustration of the 
folly and injustice and outright wickedness of the 
union of Church and State, which the ambitious 
and scheming Roman Catholic hierarchy would 
be glad to see consummated in this country ? 

All that the Mail and Express says of a 
union of Church and State is true; hut 
Romanists are not alone in working for 
such a union in this country. Many so
called Protestants are quite as much at 
fault as are the R9manists. Indeed the 
only difference between them is, that, while 
the Catholics want government pap for 
Romanists, Protestants want it for the 
upbuilding of Protestantism. 

-----···-----
The Idaho Test Oath. 

WE are asked by a contemporary in 
Idaho, what is our opinion of the Idaho 
test oath, and Mormonism in general? 
THE SENTINEL has given its opinion of 
that phase of Mormonism which consists 

· of polygamy; so that part of the "ques
tion has been answered. As for Mor
monism in general, apart from its po
lygamous doctrine and practice, it is 
akin to the National Reform Association, 
the American Sunday-law Union, and 
their allied organizations, in that it in
volves a union of Church and State, and 
aims to ·accomplish and constantly to 
carry on that which it involves. There
fore Mormonism in general, whether prac
ticing polygamy or not, is only evil; but 
as polygamy is an essential part of the 
ism the whole things is doubly evil. 

We are willing to give our opinion of 
the Idaho test oath; and that opinion is 
that it goes too far. The article published 
in THE SENTINEL, of last week, on the 
subject of polygamy, shows, and justifies 
us in saying, that if the Idaho test oath 
stopped with the prohibition . of bigamy 
and polygamy, no one could have any 
just cause to criticize it. But that oath 
does not stop there. It goes so far as to 
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prohibit every religious duty, that a ma
jority of the people of Idaho might decide 

· to be wrong. 
We here print the test oath, putting in 

italics that point whereii~ the oath goes 
too far:-

I do swear (or affirm) that I am a male citizen of 
the United States of the age of twenty-one years 
(or will be on the sixth day of November, 1888); 
that I have (or will have), actually resided in this 
Territory four months and in this county for thirty 
days next preceding the day of the next ensuing 
election; that I have never been convicted of 
treason, felony, or bribery; that I am not registered 
or entitled to vote in any other place in this Terri
tory; and I do further swear that I am not a 
bigamist or polygamist; that I am not a member 
of any order, organization, or association which 
teaches, advises, counsels, or encourages its mem
bers, devotees, or any other person to commit the 
crime of bigamy or polygamy, or any other crime 
defined by law as a duty arising or resulting from 
membership in such order, organization, or associa
tion, or which practices bigamy: polygamy, or 
plural or celestial marriage as a doctrinal rite of 
such organization; that I do not and will not, 
publicly or privately, or in any manner whatever, 
teach, advise, counsel, or encourage any person to 
commit the crime of bigamy or polygamy, or any 
other crime defined by law, either as a religious 
duty or otherwise; that I do regard the Constitution 
of the United States and the law thereof and the 
laws of this Territory, as interpreted by the courts, 
as the supreme laws of the land, the teachings of 
any order, organization, or association to the con
trary, notwithstanding, so help me God. 

That phrase, "or any other crime de
fined by law either as a religious duty or 
otherwise" is where this oath goes too 
far. This makes the State of Idaho su
preme and absolute in everything relig
ious as well as civil. 

There is a question now agitating the 
whole country which will serve as a for
cible illustration of what we mean. There 
is a strong demand being made on all 
legislative bodies, from Congress to the 
Legislature of Idaho, that laws shall be 
enacted compelling everybody to observe 
Sunday, and making it a crime to do any 
work on that day. Now there are a con
siderable number of people in the United 
States, and there are some in Idaho,
Seventh-day Adventists, and Seventh-day 
Baptists-who do not recognize Sunday 
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as a day to be observed in any way differ
ent from any other working day. They 
work on that· day. They ~each that it is 
right to work on that day. Yet, if the 
State of Idaho should enact such a Sun· 
day hiw, as is demanded by those who 
are working for Sunday laws everywhere, 
this . t~st oath would disfranchise every 
Seventh-dayAdventist, and every Seventh
day Baptist in the State,-not for any
thing tha,t is ·wrong, nor for anything 
that injures any soul on earth, but simply 
because Sunday laws make a crime of 
honest work; and these people from honest 
conviction would work on Sunday, even 
though the law prohibited it. For nearly 
a year, Tennessee has been carrying on a 
series of persecutions of some of these 
people for committing such a heinous 
crime as plowing corn and hoeing po
tatoes on Sunday. Tennessee has no 
such test oath as Idaho. If she had, every 
Seventh-day Adventist, every Seventh·· 
day Baptist, and every Jew who stood 
by his honest .convictions would be dis· 
franchised. Idaho has the test oath, but 
we believe has not as yet any such Sun
day law. If Idaho should adopt such a 
Sunday law as Tennessee, or should Ten
nessee adopt l'mch a test oath as has Idaho, 
then it would soon be seen that such a 

• test oath accomplishes a great deal more 
than was contemplated when that oath 
was made a part of the law. And it 
would be a great injustice too. To work 
on Sunday is not a crime, and never can 
properly be made a crime, and therefore 
to disfranchise whole peoples for Sunday 
labor would be itself a crime against 
society. 
· The observance of the day'of rest is a 

religious duty only, and its obligation 
rests wholly between the individual and 
the Lord of the Sabbath. It has no bear
ing whatever upon any relationship of a 
citizen to his fellow-citizens or to the 
State. And no State can ever have any 
right to legislate upon the subject in any 
way. Every State that does so puts itself 
in the dominion of God, assumes his 
jurisdiction, and demands of men that 
they render to the State that which is to 
be rendered to God only. 

·This is the defect of the Idaho test 
oath; it makes the State supreme in 
everything, not only in civil affairs, but 
in all things religious, not only in things 
that pertain to the State but in those · 
thing£ which pertain only to God. Under 
penalty of disfranchisement this oath 
obliges every citizen of Idaho to swear 
that he does not, and "will not publicly, 
or privately, or in any manner whatever 
teach, advise, counsel, or encourage ari.y 
person to commit the crime of bigamy, 
or polygamy, or any other crime defined 
by law as a religious duty or otherwise." 
Whatever, therefore, the State of Idaho 
shall.de:fi.ne by law to be a crime, whether 
it be a religious duty or anything else, 
that is to be laid aS'i.de by every person in 

that State. · If that State should define it 
to be a crime to pay any allegiance, whether 
as a religious duty or otherwise, to a for
eign potentate or. power, then every Ro
man Oath()Lic in Idaho would be disfran
chised. And this is precisely the· claim . 
that has already . been made under the 
precedent. But the claim is as wicked as 
the law would be. And as before shown, 
if the State of Idaho should define it to 
be a crime to work on Sunday, then every 
Seventh-day Christian, and every Jew 
would be disfranchised, or else would 
have to give up his religious convictions 
and cease to be religiously what he is. 

Therefore, as this test oath makes the 
State supreme in religious things, as wel~ 
as in civil, it goes too far. If it confined 
itself to men's relationship with one an
other, with the relationship of the citi?en 
to his fellow-citizen, or to the State, then 
nobody could object, and it would accom
plish all that it does accomplish in pro
hibiting polygamy as it really does; but 
when it goes far beyond this and puts it
self in the domain of God, and makes 
itself supreme in all things religious, in 
all matters of religious duty as well as 
otherwise, then in that it has gone too 
far. 

The Mormon Church, like the National 
Reform Association, the American Sab
bath Union, and the leadership of the 

·Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
confounds civil and religious things. In 
this confusion the Mormon Church, under 
the garb of religious claim, wants to prac
tice that which is uncivil. In this test 
oath the State of Idaho also confounds 
civil and religious things. And in this 
confusion, the State of Idaho prohibiting 
what is uncivil goes away beyond and 
asserts authority to prohibit whatever 
may be religious. The Mormon Church 
has the inalienable right to profess and 
practice whatever religiou.s doctrine it 
pleas~s; but it has not the right, under. 
the claim of religion, to practice that 
which is uncivil, as polygamy essentially 
is. The State of Idaho has the absolute 
right to prohibit anything that is uncivil, 
under whatever claim it may be practiced; 
but the St1;1te of Idaho has not the right, 
either to assert or to claim authority to 
prohibit anything that may be a religious 
duty. In the confusion of religious and 
civil things the Mormon Church occupies 
one extreme, the State of Idaho. occupies 
the other. The Mormon Church, in its 
assertion of right to practice polygamy, is 
civilly wrong. The State of Idaho in its 
assertion of right to prohibit religious 
duty, is religiously wrong. The Idaho 
test oath, so far as it pertains to bigamy 
or polygamy, is right, because bigamy 
and polygamy are essentially uncivil. 
The Idaho test oath, so far as it assumes 
jurisdiction of religious duty, is wrong, 
because with religious duty no State can 
ever of right have anything to do. 

A. T. J. 

Religion Belongs not to the State, but 
·to the Individual. · 

THE State can have no religion of its 
own, in .behalf of which to frame laws, 
simply because the State being composed 
of 'individuals, it has no existence when 
separated from those individuals, except 
in a figure. Religion ·being a personal 
matter which each individual member of 
the State must have for himself, if at all, 
the State does not need a religion, and 
could not have one if it would, because 
no person in the State has power to 
transfer · his religion to the State. If 
the State has a religion, it must get it 
from the same source from whence it 
comes to each individual. But, as the 
State has no existence outside of its citi
zens, it can have no religion outside of 
that which its citizens profess. And the 
matter of having religion, is left to each 
individual to decide as he wills. Rev. 
22:17. As previously shown, these in
dividuals who form the State, have indi
vidual consciences and responsibilities, 
for which each must singly give account 
to God. Rom. 14: 12. This being true, 
the State cannot have accountability out
side of the individual accountability of 
those who compose it. And, if the State 
is not morally accountable, it certainly 
can have no personal attributes, and 
therefore no necessity for a religion of its 
own. More than this : religion operates 
upon both the head and the heart of the 
individual, in order to the ·salvation of the 
soul. But the State having no personal 
attributes, has neither a judgment to be 
convinced, nor a heart in which to receive 
religious impressions, nor yet a soul to be 
saved in the world to come. 

The State cannot, therefore, make laws 
touching religion on the plea of its own 
responsibility; and the citizens do not 
need such laws, because each one is per
sonally responsible to another tribunal 
infinitely higher than the State, for his 
standing in morals. Then all that the 
State can do, is to make laws prohibiting 
any man, or any set of men, from inter
rupting others in the enjoyment of their 
peculiar form of worship. Any law vio
lating this principle, would work gross 
injustice to the whole people. 

But, because law has been instituted 
that justice may reign, many have come 
to believe that all law is justice; or, in 
other words, that that which is legal isle
gitimate. But nothing is easier than to 
frame laws that will pervert the ends of 
justice. Thus, law is generally made by 
a certain class of men, who, because of 
their political influence, can secure enough 
votes to solidify their opinion into legal 
statutes. The laws thus . made, may be 
looking allhost solely to th@ benefit of 
those who brought them into existence, 
and to the oppression and spoliation of all 
others. It may readily be seen that laws 
of this kind, instead of restraining in~ 
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justice, become its most effective instru
ment. The proneness of men who have 
power, is, to abuse it, by making it the 
instrument of their own aggrandizement, 
even though their elevation cost the 
'downfall of others. It w\)uld not, there
fore, be safe to place hi the hands of 
any set of men, the power to prescribe 
positive duties for their fellow-citizens, 
either social· or religious. 

It may be said that some, in a certain 
community, are ignorant in certain lines 
of thought and need enlightenment; shall 
we not therefore have a law to oblige 
th~in to be informed ? But, if a govern
ment .·were permitted to so far assume 
paternal care over its subjects, why might 
it not go further at will? In the lan
guage of another, "Why should it not take 

. away the child from its mother, select the 
nurse, prescribe what b~llads shall be 
sung, what tunes shall be played' what 
books shi:tll be read, what physic shall be 
swallowed ? Why should they not choose 

. our wives, limit our expenses, and stint 
us to a certain number of dishes of meat, 
and of cups of tea ? " If government can 
take the first step in paternal legislation, 
there is no reason why it may not go the 
wP.ole journey, and regulate all the affairs 
of life, in spiritual as well as in temporal 
things. But, in that case what creden
tials would the legislators exhibit, to show 
that Heaven had endowed them with in-· 
telligence and virtue above those whom 
they assumed. coercively to teach ? How 
would such men satisfy the unbelieving, 
t:Q.at they were Heaven's appointed shep
herds? ·such an attempt could only lead 
to hypocrisy, discord, and social disorgan- · 
ization. 

There are, in fact, but two ways in 
which Government can possibly effect its 
ends. These are, reward and punishment. 
And while these are powerful in influen
Cing men, their effect is not to make men 
better, because they do not touch the heart. 
This point is so well set forth by Mr. 
Macaulay, that we he:r:e give his words:-

A public functionary who is told that he will be 
pi:omotedif he is a devout Catholic, and turned out 
of his place if he is not, will probably go to Mass 
every morning, exclude meat from his table on 
Fridays, shl'ive himself regularly, and perhaps let 
his superiors know that he weal's a hair shirt next 
his skin. UnO.er a Puritan goveniment, a person 
who is apprised. that piety is essential to thriving in 
.the world, ·will be strict in the observance of Sun
day, or as he will call it, Sabbath, and will'livoid 
a theater as, if it were plague-stricken. Such a 
show of religion as this, the hope of gain and the 
fear of loss will produce at a week's notice, in any 
abundance which a government may require. But 
under this show, sensuality, ambition, avarice, and 
hatred retain unimpaired power, and the seeming 
convert has only added to the vices of a man of the 
world all the still darker vices which are engen
dered by the constant practiee of dissimulation. 
The truth cannot be long concealed. The· public 
discovers that the grave persons who are proposed 
to it as ·patterns, are more utterly destitute of 
moral principle and of moral sensibility, than 
avowed libertines. It sees that these Pharisees 
are further removed from real goodness than 
publicans and .harlots. And, as usual, it rushes 

to the extreme opposite of that which it quits. It 
considers a high religious profession as a. mark of 
meanness and depravity. On the very first day on 
which the restraint of fear is to be taken away, and 
on which men can venture to say what they think, 
a frightful peal of blasphemy and ribaldry pro
claims that the short-sighted policy which aimed 
at making a nation of saints, has made a nation of 
scotfers.-Essays, Leigh Hunt, Par. 19. 

The foregoing statement, by Mr. Mac
aulay, may easily be confirmed. Look at 
France, during the closing days of Louis 
XIV. When the king became religious, 
he frowned on all who neglected church 
duties, and rewarded the pious with blue 
ribbons and pensions. Soon, the city of 
Versailles became as solemn as a con vent; 
the marshals of the army were observed 
to be frequently at prayer; it became 
fashionable for even the great and wealthy 
to carry prayer-books in their pockets, 
and to fast during Lent. This lasted no 
longer, however, than the life of the king. 
As soon as he was dead, every one has
tened to break away from such rigid lines, 
and to plunge to excess in licentiousness . 
Those, who, " a short time before, went 
about looking so demure, consulting the 
priests about the state of their souls, 
were now found at the midnight gaming
table, hiccoughing out atheistical argu
ments and obscene jests:" ·Indeed it is 
said that the most dissolute of men of an 
earlier reign, would have blushed at the 
orgies that accompanied the reaction. 

It was the same in England, during the 
days of the Puritan ascendency. No 
person suspected of hostility to the 
church could obtain favor with the gov
ernment; the theaters were closed; the 
fine arts were restrained, and Parliament 
solemnly resolved that, "no person shall 
be employed but such as the House shall 
be satisfied of his real godliness." As the 
result, men dressed in plain garb, wore 
lank hair and coarse shirts, talked through 
their noses and showed the whites of their 
eyes. When a counter-political move
ment came, a time of wild and desperate 
dissoluteness followed, and the amount of 
debauchery seen was appalling. In no 
case would like e:fforts result in anything 
else. Any government which attempts 
things beyond its reach, will not only 
make a failure, but produce the very 
opposite of that which it desires. 

To encourage true religion~ more is re
quired than temporary r.eward and pun
ishment, since, as has already been shown, 
these can have only an outward effect. 
True, laws may be framed, which will 
punish for the practice of, or the refusal 
to comply with, certain forms of religion; 
but these laws cannot reach the seat of 
religion, which they should do to have the 
proper effect. Religion occupies a realm 
which it is impossible for the State to 
enter, or for human laws to reach. A 
parent, even with all the authority God 
has given him over his child, cannot make 
him religious by commanding him to be 
so. Whoever worships God, does so 

under the guidance of his own reason 
and conscience, and not by the authority 
of another's will. 

Religion, then, being a matter of private 
concern, something between the soul and 
its God, a civil government organized 
solely for the public good, cannot extend 
its agency to the administration or regu
lation of religion, without· usurping God's 
prerogative, and trampling on man's 
rights at the same time. No human 
authority can divorce a soul from his 
obligations to the litw of Jehovah, nor 
properly coerce one into piety, since his 
reason and conscience are peculiarly his 
own, and must remain so, as long as he 
lives. Man's obligations, therefore, which 
bind him to God, make him free in this 
respect, from human authority. Yet 
religious freedom is not freedom from 
all human authority, but freedom to follow 
the dictates of conscience without hin
drance. 

This does not suppose that any one may 
be privileged to carry out selfish desires 
under the garb of religion, when such a 
course would be a trespass upon the civil 
liberties of others. But, so long as the 
exercise of his religion does not trespass 
on the civil rights of others, the civil 
government cannot, in justice, interfere 
with his religious liberty. 

J. 0. CORLISS. 

A Representative National Reformer 
Defines His Position. 

WE are in receipt of the following note 
from Oakland, California, under date of 
August.6:-

EmToR AMERICAN SENTINEL, Dear Sir: I see you; 
ha~e copied the Signs of the Times criticism of my· 
art1cle, or letter, anent the action of the California 
Prohibition Convention in reference to the Sabbath, 
or Sunday law. I have this day written for the 
Signs of the Times a reply, or defense of myself. If 
it should appear in the Signs, as I hope it will next 
week, I ask that you copy it in THE AMERICAN SEN
TINEL that your readers may have botl1 sides. 

Yours respectfully, 
N. R. JOHNSTON. 

We cheerfully comply with Mr. John
ston's request to publish his "defense," 

. which we give as follows, just as it ap
peared in our Oakland contemporary:-

EDITOR SIGNS OF THE TIMES ; As copied in. THE 
AMERICAN SENTINEL of July 31, I have this day read 
your criticism of my letter in the Christian States
man, of May 15. Will you admit a few lines in my 
own defense ? For I think you misundG\rstand me. 
I am sure your readers will if they do ·not read 
my letter in the Statesman. 

1. I do not believe in a "civil Sabbath " in the 
sense in which you use the words. I never have 
said that a "civil Sabbath" is all that I favor. I 
differ entirely from the majority of the California 
people, who ask a Sunday law merely as a police 
or sanitary regulation. From the first of Rev. Mr. 
Crafts's coming here, and all the time, I have most 
decidedly objected to his theory of a "civil Sun
day." In the Christian Statesman I wrote against 
it; and it was because of my objection to the "civil 
Sunday " that I wrote what I did about the action 
of the State Prohibition Convention. I totally re· 
ject the secular theory of government and of educa
tion alike. Others wish only a "civil Sunday·'! I 
wish '' the Sabbath of the Lord," our God the Institu. 
tor of it. 

2. The only authority we have for the observance 
of a Sabbath-the only power that has any right to 
require a seventh portion of time to be observed 
as sacred to rest and to worship, whether it be a 
seventh-day or a first-day Sabbath-is the divine 
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Law-giver, whose will is declared in the law of the 
fourth commandment. Neither Church nor State 
has any right to make a law about a Sabbath. "The 
Sabba-th was made [i. e., appointed] for man." God 
appointed it. Governments or legislatures have no 
power except to recognize it as God's law, binding 
upon the people, and to see that the law which for
bids work, be not trampled underfoot by open trans
gressors. 

8. God is the Author of all moral law. He is the 
source of all authority. " There is no power but of 
God." Governments may only find out law, the 
divine law, and accept and codify it as the law by 
which the people must be governed. Especially do 
governments have nothing to do in ·legislation in 
the deJ?artment of religion. Government's only 
sphere IS in civil matters. 

4. The law of the foul'th commandment is pattly 
religious· and partly civil. It commands religious 
duties: it also commands civil duties. '' In it thou 
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy soo, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid
servant, . . . nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates; that thy man-servant and thy maid-servant 
may rest as well as thou." That is civil law. Gov
ernment should protect men in the enjoyment of 
their rights. The right to rest as God requires, be
longs to the servant. If the master does not grant 
the right to an employe, he is a transgressor of law. 
Governments must protect the wronged. God re
quiresjt, Government is his agent. Thus govern· 
ment may legislate as to the enforcement of God's 
civil law for the protection of men in the enjoyment 
of God-given rights. Thus far I am in favor of a 
'' civil Sabbath." Am I understood ? 

5. "Thou shalt not steal" is a moral, civil law. 
Governments have no power to either reject it or 
modify it. The same is true of the fourth command
ment. Except by moral restraints or motives the 
Church has no power to prevent work on the Sab
bath. But a law without a penalty is no law at all. 
Therefore, civil government is the only and the 
proper power to punish the open transgression of 
God's civil law. Thus far I am in favor of a civil 
Sabbath law. But remember that the permission 
or obligation to legislate about Sabbath observance 
is derived wholly from God. Men or governments 
have no such authority. The religions obligation 
is the only one existing; i. e., we should have Sab
bath laws only because Gbd requires them and for 
man's good. And the principle I advocate is ap
plicable whether the first or the seventh day should 
be kept holy. Which is the true Sabbath is not the 
question here and now. I honor the convictions 
of those who conscientiously believe in the seventh
day Sabbath; but I beg leave to say that I do not 
believe in ''only a civil Sabbath." I am not in favor 
of ''only a civil Sunday law." I prefer the fourth 
commandment; and the people, the Church, and 
the State that permit it to be trampled underfoot 
by lawless desecrators are false to God and to 
humanity. 

Yours for the truth and the right, 
N. R. JOHNSTON. 

Having given place to Mr. Johnston's 
letter, we deem it only right that our 
readers should have also the reply made 
by the Signs of the Times, which is as 
follows:-

We give place to the above letter of ex
planation, not alone as an act of courtesy 
to a very estimable gentleman, with whom 
we enjoy a pleasant acquaintance, but 
also for the special benefit of the readers 
of the Signs of the Times. Mr. Johnston 
is an honored member of the National 
Reform Association. He was secretary 
of one of the early national conventions 
of that organization, and is a regular 
contributor to the Christian Statesman. 
Therefore when we read a statement from 
him, we feel that we read the thoughts of 
the National Reform Association. We 
shall doubtless have occasion to make 
frequent reference to that body in the 
future, and those of our readers who 
treasure up this letter will know, as well 
as any one can know, what its principles 
are on the Sunday question. We will 
now offer a few words of comment on the 
letter, section by section. 

1. We wish that all Sunday-law people 

stood where Mr. Johnston does, and would 
as frankly avow theh· belief in, and desire 
for, a law from a religious standpoint. 
We are sure that this is where they all 
stand, in heart; but repeated defeats on 
that line have taught many to conceal 
their real sentiments by pleading for a 
merely "civil Sunday." With the excep
tion of the statement, "I totally reject 
the secular theory of government and of 
education -alike," there is nothing in 
section 1 that we could not heartily 
second. We also "wish the Sabbath of 
the Lord our God," not, however, enforced 
by civil authority. 

But by the above phrase, Mr. Johnston 
means Sunday, which is not the Sabbath 
of the Lord our God. '' The seventh day . 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God." 
Ex. 20: 10. It was such as late as the 
time when Christ was on earth, and when 
the New Testament was written. See 
Mark 2: 23-28. If the Lord has changed· 
the day of his Sabbath, it has been done 
since his revelation was given to man, 
and we should like to know where the 
record of the change is, and to whom he 
committed it. 

2. With the exception of the last sen
tence, we most emphatically say,.'' Good!" 
to section 2. But to the statement that it 
is the province of legislatures to recognize 
God's law as binding on the people, and. 
to see that it is not trampled underfoot, 
we offer a most emphatic protest. That 
would be a union of Church and State, 
for it is simply a partnership between 
God and the State, by the terms of which 
the Lord is to enact the laws, and the 
State is to enforce them. This is just the 
same as a partnership in which one party 
furnishes the capital and the other does 
the work. God has not relegated to any 
inferior power the right or authority to 
enforce his laws. To think that he "that 
sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and 
the inhabitants thereof are as grasshop
pers," before whom all nations "are as 
nothing; and they are counted to him less 
than nothing, and vanity" (Isa. 40: 22, 17), 
should intrust the execution of his laws 
to those same comparatively insignificant 
creatures, is an insult to co:rp.mon sense, to 
say nothing of revelation. 

It is a misapprehension of the fourth 
commandment, to assume that it simply 
forbids work on the Sabbath day. Paul 
says that "the law is spiritual." If it is 
not spiritual, it is nothing. Just what 
the fourth commandment does forbid is 
shown by its Author in Isa. 58: 13: '' If 
thou turn away thy foot from the Sab
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt 
honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own p~easure, nor spe11king 
thine own words," etc. Now if civil gov
ernment takes it upon itself to see that 
men do not ''trample underfoot" the 
fourth commandment, it must see that 

they do not speak their own words on the 
Sabbath day. A difficult task it would 
be, yet as difficult a task was undertaken 
by the Inquisition. Only the Inquisition 
could determine to any degree whatever 
whom to punish for violation of the fourth 
commandment . God never established the 
Inquisition, but a National Reform gov
ernment could not be carried on without 
it; therefore God has nothing to do with 
National Reform. 

3. A queer mixture is in this paragraph. 
Governments have nothing to do with 
religion, yet they must codify and enforce 
divine law! Since God is the moral Gov
ernor, and human governments are to 
enforce his decrees, yet are to have noth
ing to do with religion, we may ask, 
Whence, then, comes religion? But why 
should the law of God need to be codified 
by human legislators? Is it not sufficiently 
clear and concise ? The idea that poor, 
weak, fallible mortals can codify the laws 
of the Omnipotent Ruler of the universe, 
which were 'spoken by his own voice, and 
engraved in the flinty rock with his own 
finger, is too monstrous an assumption to 
be amusing. To codify is to epitomize; 
to arrange or systematize; to make an 
orderly collection or compendium of. It 
is a long step in advance of ,having the 
same thing loosely arranged. Therefore, 
since the National Reform government 
would codify the laws of God, it must be 
a legitimate successor to that power that 
"opposeth and exalts itself above all that 
is called God, or that is worshiped." 

4. Yes, you are understood quite well. 
"The law of the fourth commandment is 
partly religious and partly civil!" We 
have often heard this claim made, and 
now propose to place it by the side of one 
text of Scripture: ''For we know that 
the law is spiritual." Rom. 7: 14. Can 
you say that, Brother Johnston? or have 
you information of a later date than 
Paul's? That cannot ·be, for he spoke by 
inspiration that which he had learned 
from God hl.mself; and God does not 
change. Facts cannot change. If the 
law was spiritual in Paul's day, it is 
spiritual still, not . partly spiritual and 
partly something else. The idea that the 
moral law is partly civil is a modern in
vention, conjured up by presumptuous, 
self-seeking men, as an excuse. for their 
attempt to divide honors with the Al
mighty. In saying this, Wfil mean no 
disrespect to . Mr. Johnston. Even the 
Apostle Barnabas was once unsuspectingly 
carried away by dissimulation. 

But, Brother Johnston, you say in para
graph 1, that you don't want a civil Sun
day law; you are frank in your avowal 
o£ a desire for a Sunday law from a relig
ious standpoint; then why the reference 
to the supposed civil features of the fourth 
commandment as an aid to your plea ? 
Why detract from its complete ana per
fect morality, and make it partly secular, 
when you don't want a secular Sunday 
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law?. We can answer. It is because 
noqody can argue for Sunday laws with
out involving himself in hopeless incon
sistencies. 

If the reference to ''gates" in the fourth 
commandment be construed as referring 
to city .gates, then the whole command
ment must be considered as addressed to 
the government, and not to theindividual. 
But it is actually addressed individually 
to every man. Each man is to keep the 
Sabbath; his son and his daughter must 
likewifle keep it; his man-servant and his 
maid-servant must also keep it; and also 
the stranger · that is within his gates. 
That is, all who are upon the man's prem
ises must keep tb,e Sabbath, because if 
they worked, it would be, the same as if 
he·worked. · 

I~is true that government must protect 
a!' n;t:&n ih 'the enjoyment of God- given 
rights; but that does not signify that it 
;ri;lustt force·:a man to accept that which he 
does hibt ·tegard as a right, but which he 
tlihiks is ' positively wrong. Protection 
andcompulsiOI'l. are widely different. Gov
ernment m11st protect the wronged. If a 
serv~t wishes to keep Smiday, and his 
employer by force and power compels him 
to work, then he may appeal to the law 
•for protection, and so may any man who 

·is forcibly deprived of his libert.y. But 
we :oiust confess that we have never heard 

. of such a case since the abolition of slav

.· ery. 'In these days when ·employes strike 
· for .the most trivial causes, and almost 
/ every laborer belongs to some organiza-

tion ~hich assumes the right to dictate to 
the employer just how far he may go in 
any_ case, it is sheer nonsense to talk of 
men being compelled to work on Sunday 
against their will. 

5. In this section we h~:~,ve the climax. 
'' ' Thou shalt not steal' is a moral civil 
law." The Bible knows nothing of any 
such mongrel. "The law is spiritual." 
It is wholly spiritual. He who keeps it 
only outwardly does not keep it at all. 
Read the Saviour's dissertation on the 
law, in Matt. 5: 19-28, and his denunciation 
of hypocrites in Matt. 23: 25-28. Thou
sands of men who have never been guilty 
of any act of which the State could take 
notice, have lived in daily violation of the 
eighth commandment, as well as the sev
enth, and others. 

But what shall we say to this: "But a 
law without a penalty is no law at all. 
Therefore, civil government is the only 
and the proper power to pmlish the open 
transgression of God's civil law," which is 
the moral law of the ten commandments. 
God says, '' Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay; " but National Reform says that 
God hasn't the power, and that if human 
government!'! . do not administer the pen
alty, sin must go unpunished. Christ 
says that God has given the Son authority 
to execute judgment, and that he will do 
this when he comes from heaven with his 
mighty angels in flaming fire (see John 

5:27; 2 Thess. 1: 7-9); but National Re
form says that human governments must 
execute judgment now, or else the sinner 
will go free. Could any worse insult to 
the majesty of Jehovah be invented? 
Mr. Johnston is a minister of the gospel, 
and we know that he is personally devout 
and reverent; therefore we feel the more 
astonished that he should champion a 
cause which puts man above God; yea, 
which sets man on the throne of judg
ment, and relegates God to obscurity. 

We have studied brevity in noticing 
these points, for our space is limited; but 
we trust that all the readers of the Signs 
of the 'l'imes can see that opposition to 
Sunday laws, and to the theory which 
underlies them, is not simply a matter of 
protesting agai:q.st a possible injustice to a 
few men; it is a religious duty incumbent 
on every one who has any regard for the 
honor of God. Human government is 
secular, and only secular; that is, it 
pertains wholly to this world and to 
worldly affairs. God is the only moral 
Governor; his government is the only 
moral government; his law is the only 
moral law; and it is wholly moral. 
With it man has nothing to do but to 
obey it. The duty of the king is identical 
with that of the humblest subject. Both 
are alike answerable to God, and to him 
alone, for violation of his law. So broad are 
its requirements, that no one can keep them 
except by the grace of Christ; no one can 
boast over another ; and no one can get 
beyond simple, personal obedience to it, so 
that he can act as an overseer to his fel
lows. 

To those who assume to exercise the 
prerogatives of God, he will say at the 
last day, "Who hath required this at your 
hands?" and like the man in the parable, 
they will be speechless; for '' the lofty 
looks of man shall be humbled, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, 
and the Lord alone shall be exalted in 
that day." 

Some Rash Statements Examined. 

DR. R. H. McDoNALD, of San Fran
cisco, has sent us a leaflet from which we 
make a few extracts. Printed on one side 
in large type is this statement:-

If the clexgy of Califomia would unite in one 
eaxnest, determined effort, we would have an 
effective Sunday law, and there would not be an 
open saloon in the State by Dec. 31, 1891. 

If this is true we cannot help wonder
ing why so much abuse has been heaped 
upon the Seventh-day people of that State 
for preventing the passage of a Sunday 
law, and why they have been accused of 
joining with saloon keepers to strike down 
the "Christian Sabbath." Certainly if a 
Sunday law is really desirable, and the 
clergy could secure it in so short a time 
by a determined effort, they ought to 
blame nobody but themselves if they fail 
to get such a law. And again, if by a 

determined effort the clergy could closr: 
every saloon in California, before Dec. 
31, 1891, they certainly have no room to 
censure those who simply refuse to assent 
to a Sunday-closing law, the passag.e of 
which would be to say, in effect, that 
saloons are all right except on Sunday. 
If the outcome of the present agitation 
in California should be the passage of a 
Sunday law, while the sa'Ioons are still 
permitted to prey upon the community as 
in times past, would it not show much 
more zeal on the part of the clergy in 
behalf of Sunday than in behalf of tem
perance? 

On the margin of this leaflet is this re
markable statement:-

There is no instance of a · people keeping the 
Sabbath, as a 1·est day, who were not free. God 
has joined liberty with the Sabbath. ' 

Let us see; the Jews kept the Sabbath. 
From the exode until Saul-about 400 
years-they were a free people. But 
after Saul became king they were no 
more free than are the subjects of the 
Czar to-day. The kings of Israel were 
absolute monarchs, as appears from a 
number of scriptures. Before Saul was 
anointed, the Lord commanded Samuel 
to tell the people just what kind of a 
government they would have. 

And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto 
the people that asked of him a king. And he said, 
This will be the manner of the king that shall reign 
over you: He will take youx sons, and ~ppoint 
them fox himself, fm his chariots, and to be his 
horsemen; and some shall 1un before his chariots. 
And he will appoint him captains over thousands, 
and captains over fifties; and wiii set them to ear 
his ground, and to xeap his harvest, and to make 
his instruments of war, and instruments of his 
chariots. And he will take your daughtexs to be 
confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. 
And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, 
and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and 
give them to his servants. And he will take the 
tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and 
give to his officers, and to his servants. And he 
will take your menservants, and your maidsexvants, 
and youx goodliest young men, and your asses, and 
put them to his work. He will take the tenth of 
your sheep ; and ye shall be his servants. And ye 
shall cry out in that day because of yom king 
which ye shall have chosen you; and the Lord 
will not hear you in that day. 1 Sam. 8: 10-18. 

David and Solomon were wise kings, but 
like Saul they were absolute rulers. We 
may judge of the character of at least the 
lattEJr part of Solomon's reign, from these 
words of the people to his son, Rehoboam, 
who succeeded to the throne upon the 
death of his father:-

And all the congregation of Israel came, and 
spake unto Rehoboam saying, Thy father made our 
yoke grievous: now thexefore make thou the griev
ous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which 
he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. 
1 Kings 12 : 3, 4. 

But instead of granting this reasonable 
request of the people, Rehoboam answered 
them, saying, "My father made your 
yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke; 
my father also chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scorpions." 

. 1 Kings 12:14. 
And future kings were no better, so far 
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as freedom for the people was concerned. 
The history of both Judah and Israel is, 
for the most part, a history of misrule 
and oppression; and yet the Jews were 
nominally a Sabbath-keeping people; and 
dur:fng a great part of their history, they 
certainly kept the Sabbath more strictly 
than any nation now keeps Sunday. But 
they were not a free people. This proves 
nothing against Sabbath-keeping; and 
these facts are not stated to cast any re
flection upon Sabbath observance, but 
only to show how utterly unfounded is 
the statement published by Dr. McDonald, 
that "there is no instance of a people 
keeping the Sabbath, as a rest day, who 
were not a free people." The statement 
is without the least foundation in fact, 
and like many other goody-goody state
ments, is ui.ade for the purpose of per
suading people who have no religious re
gard for Sunday, to keep it from motives 
of personal advantage. The only correct 
motive for Sabbath observance is a sin
cere desire to obey God; and where this 
motive is lacking, no law however rigidly 
enforced, can make a people Sabbath
keepers in any proper sense of the term. 

C. P. B. 

REFERRING to the fact that several 
prominent clergymen of this city have 
been, as clergymen, taking a great interest 
in politics, with the avowed object of 
purifying the municipal government, the 
Christian Union says:-

.There are several reasons why, in our 
judgment, the clergy should not take an 
active part in political organization, even 
if it be dubbed non-partisan. They are 
not often skillful organizers of practical 
movements. Their function is to teach 
truth, not to conduct affairs; and while 
occasionally the same man is equally 
good at both, more frequently the man 
who drops the first function to undertake 
the second, drops a higher for lower office; 
and he who undertakes to fulfill both 
fulfills neither. The American people are 
jealous of the interference of the clergy iri 
political administration. The attempt to 
carry on the State by the Church has 
been very thoroughly tried in the Old 
World, and the success of the experiment 
has not been such as to encourage a repe
tition of it in the New World. Cardinals 
have not purified statecraft in France, 
nor have bishops sanctified the House of 
Lords in England. Ministers are but 
men, and when they drop tlie vantage
ground which their profession gives them 
for quiet and unselfish reflection, and 
enter the environment of other men, they 
become much like them. If the minister 
goes into politics, he is certain to take 
concern for his church with him, and 
then the question often stares him in the 
face between service of the Church or the 
State, the two not infrequently seeming 
to present conflicting claims upon him. 

NA.TIONA.:L,-
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ting to Its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. 
We believe it is the right1 and should be the privilege, of 

ev~ry man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own con· 
sc1ence. 
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OFFICES. 

43 BoND STREET, NEw YoRK CITY; 

225 A ST., N. E. WAsHINGTON; 28 CoLLEGE PLAcE, CHICAGo. 

C. ELDRIDGE, -

W. H. McKEE, 
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"THE American Sabbath Union," says 
the Pearl of Days, "has presented an ear
nest appeal to the Commissioners of the 
World's Columbian Exposition to be held 
in Chicago, asking them to decide that 
the Exposition shall be closed on Sundays. 
It is understood that the Commissioners 
will meet in Chicago, on October 7. The 
officers of the Union, in making this ap
peal, ask the co-operation of all the friends 
of the Sabbath throughout the land." 

ON a recent Sunday, a party of young 
men, of the city of Washington, were 
playing ball outside of hearing distance 
from any dwelling, but were arrested by 
the police, on the strength of the common
law decision, recently issued by the Com
missioners, that ball-playing on Sunday is 
contrary to the Christian religion, and 
that the Christian religion is a part of the 
common law, and, consequently, of the 
law of the District of Columbia. 

When the case was brought to trial, the 
Court and prosecuting attorney ignored 
the legal lore of the Commissioners, and 
tried the case under an ordinance pro
hibiting the playing of ball in streets, 
avenues, and alleys. The counsel for the 
ball players argued that the law had not 
been violated, although he attempted to 
placate the Court by acknowledging that 
the young men might better have been 
in church. 

The policeman thought that they were 
playing on a line with the extension of 
Seventeenth street; the Judge therefore 
held that they were playing in the streets, 
and imposed a fine of five dollars. 

Such things as these are sufficient evi
dence that wherever thQ authorities are 
infected with National Reform doctrines, 
religious regulations will be enforced, even 
outside of the law. What then will be the 
condition of affairs when all the religious 
legislation asked for has been secured ? 

THE advice of the Sunday Union in 
respect to the establishment of Law and 
Order Leagues throughout the country, 
for the enfor~ement of Sunday laws, has 
taken root, and in several localities has 
already reached the fruit-bearing period. 
A prominent instance, which the daily 
press is now noticing, occurs in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, where the League has un
dertaken to enforce the Sunday laws to 
the letter. A "special" says that on Sun
day, August 31, it was impossible to pur
chase anything in Wheeling, other than 
necessary medicines, and mentions it as 
the intention of the League to stop the 
publication of the Sunday papers. 

The dispatch declares, however, that 
"owing to the absurdly extreme measures 
taken, there has been a revulsion of feel
ing throughout the city." 

It is noticeable that the press comments 
do not take exception to the principle in
volved, but only criticise the action taken 
by the League as extreme and beyond 
what public opinion will uphold. 

These organizations will continue to 
push the enforcement of religious laws 
and city ordinances to the farthest limit 
in which they can secure the application 
of the penalties attached, until at last, 
and not far in the future, this country 
will find itself under the rule of a relig
gious oligarchy. The Religious Liberty 
Association was organized none too soon. 
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NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 11, 1890. 
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having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
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able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
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the SENTINEL need ha:ve no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because tlley take it from the post-office, , 

TIIE Czar'of Russia, who is the head of 
the Greek Church, demands that the Pope 
shall address him as an equal, which the 
Pope refuses to do., A. Western paper 
thinks that the Pope has the better claim 
to pre-eminence, since he is the bigger 
humbug. But to us this seems like 
" snap judgment," for since each, being 
but a man, claims to be the hEJad of. ''the 
only true church," how can the, claim of 
one be any more preposterous than that 
oHlie other ? 

--------~~~------

"EvERY Sunday," says the World, 
"which finds thousands of people in our 
large cities without means of lawful and 
innocent recreation and refreshment, deep
ens the popular determination to make 
our laws conform to the conditions and 
customs of a cosmopolitan population. " 
The determination ought to be to make our 
laws conform to justice, and to the natural 
rights of the citizen. This they can never 
do as long as they are used to ei1force the 
observance of any religious institution 
whatever. 

-------..·----
THE Dial, of Oakland, California, makes 

the 'following excellent point. on Mrs. 
Bateham, of Ohio, who is assisting in the 
California Sunday campaign:--

Mrs. Bat~ham illuminated her speech at the Pres· 
byterian church, Thursday night, by saying that 
the people of Washington awoke after twenty 
years, and found that they had .no Sabbath law. 
Dear Mrs Batehain, Sister Bateham, do you not 
know that you 'have proved too much? See! With
out any law tht: sleepy and highly religious people 
of old Washington observed the Sabbath well-so 
well as to stand in the front· rank of all Sunday 
observing cities. If this was the result of having 
no Sabbath laws, why do you complain ? 

Friend Dial, you must not expect Mrs. 
Bateham to be consistent; but you can 
depend upon an Oakland audience to ap
preciate the dilemma in which she has 
placed herself and the cause which she 
represents. 

-----•+-•-

MR. JOHN N. STEARNS, Corresponding 
Secretary of the N ation(;tl Temperance 
Society, has transmitted to the American 
Sabbath Union the following resolution, 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the Society:-

Resolved, That the Board of Managers of the 
National Temperance Society, in behalf of its mem
bership throughout the Nation, earnestly protests 

against the opening of the World's . Fa.ir on the 
Sabbath day. 

This strikes us as being a little out of 
the line of the legitimate business of the 
National Temperance Society. If the 
managers want to throw their influence in 
favor of Sunday closing of the Exposition, 
they shmlld do it on their own responsi
bility; they have no right to commit the 
Society upon such a question. 

JOSIAH STRONG, Secretary of the. Evan-
gelical Alliance, says :- . 

All laws may be said to limit individual liberty, 
but just laws restrain. each in the interest of all; 
they draw the circumscribing line only where· the 
liberty of one overlaps that of many. Hence, law 
in a much larger sense, is the guardian of liberty. 
This is true or our Sabbath laws. Whatever can 
be said against them, a8 infringing personal liberty, 
may be urged with greater force against our com
mon school laws; they rest on .the same founJation 
and are alike pillars of our free institutions. 

Is it a sound conclusion that, "this is 
true of our Sabbath laws," and that "our 
common school laws rest upon the same 
foundation"? By school laws, of course, 
he means those which require attendance 
upon school for a stated period. · Are 
laws enforcing compulsory attendance 
upon school, .and laws enforcing compul
sory observance of Sunday, parallel? 
They are not. Why not ? Because com
mon school euucation is a secular matter 
entirely, between the State andthe parent 
and pupil; but Sunday observance would 
bring in another factor-God. Do the 
two rest upon the same foundation? They 
do not, unless the State is God, and God 
the State. However, that is just the 
proposition into which the National Re
form doctrine invariably resol"es itself. 

LAST week we stated in a last-page note, 
that the Republicans of Wisconsin had 
declared in favor of the Bennettlaw; but 
we had not, at the time of making up our 
paper, seen a copy of the platform adopted 
by the convention which renominated 
Governor Hoard, and we findthatwe were 
misled by telegraphic statements, sent out 
evidently by those whose wish was father 
to their statements. That part of the Wis
consin Republican platform relating to 
the Bennett law, is as follows:--

The Repnblican party in convention assembied, 
declares its devotion to the common school as the 
chief factor in the education of the people, and 

.pledges itself to support, strengthen and defend it. 
It recognizes as valuable auxiliaries in the work of 
public education the private and parochial schools, 
supported without aid from public funds, and dis
claims absolutely any purpose whatever to interfere 
in any manner with such schools, either as to their 
terms, government, or branches to be taught therein. 

We affirm the l-ight and duty of the State to enact 
laws that will guarantee to all children sufficient 
instruction in the legal language of the State to en
able them to read and write .the same. - We believe 
that the compl.ilsory education law passed by the 
last Legislature is wise and humane in all its essen
tial purposes, and we are opposed to its repeal, but 
at the same time we assert. that the parent or guard
ian has .the right to select the time of year and the 
place, whether public or. private, and wherever lo- _ 
cated, in which his child or ward shall receive in
struction, and we pledge ourselves to modify the 
existing law so that it shall conform to the forego
ing declarations. 

We further believe tbat,ali children between the 
ages of seven and fourteen Years should be pr0tected 
by appropriate; legiSlation from the evils, physical 
and mental, arising from their employment in fac
torie~ ~nd~simill!fr pl~ces of work, and that ade_quate 
provlslon;shoula be made for the care of children 
incorrigibly t1'u.an.t. 

we are ulial~raply opposed tp any union of . 
Churchand St~tte;·and will resist any attempt upon 
the part· of either to invade the .dominion of the 
other. We rl\pl,liliate as a gross· misrepresentation 

-of our purposes ~~he sugg~ion, come when~e it may, 
that we will iri. ll£ly Iilanner in'rade the do~i).inion of 
conscience and trample upon pai'entar rights ot re.c 
ligious liberty< Om: only purpose in respect to the 
educational pblicy, of the S.tate is. to. secure to all 
children. withi* its borders, at the earliest practicable 
a~e1 . p~ope~ equip~~nt fo~· the dischar~e of. the ?r
dmary" dutles :of Citizenship, and. to tlus end, ahke 
important to ; the State, to the children, -and to 
the parents of the childre1,1, .we invite the co-oper
ation· arid .aid of all broad-minded and patriotic 
people. 

This, we take it, comes far short of the 
indorsement desired by the ultra friends 
of the Bennett law. America says of it:--

While this is not precisely a straddle, it is a cam
paign manifesto that does not seem to stand squarely 
on the ground which is expected to witness the 
triumph of true Americanism in domestic legislation. 

IT is evident that the friends of the law 
do 1iot find in the Republican indorsement 
all that they would wish to find; but it is 
pretty certain that there is in it all that 
there ought to .be. As we remarked in 

. our note last week, the law as it stands is 
unworthy the support of either of the 
great parties, and we are glad to know 
that it has beenfuZZy indorsed by neither 
party. The State will have very little 
trouble in guaranteeing to all children 
sufficient instruction in the English lan
guage to enable them to speak and write it. 
Every foreigner desires his child to have 
a knowledge of the language of the coml
try, and every child de~<ires such a knowl
edge for himself; and the fear that any 
considerable number of children, in any 
part of this country, will fail. to secure 
the instruction necessary to enable them 
to read and write English, is practically 
groundless. The anti-foreign sentiment 
which is beit1g so assiduously cultivated 
in certain quarters, would better be di
rected against foreign paternalism in 
government, than against the use of for
eign languages in our schools. English, 
which is already the language of commerce 
in all nations, and which bids fair to sup
plant the French as the language of di
plomacy, will certainly never fall into 
disuse in any part of this country. 
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more needful that the child should know 
who Christ was and what he said, that is 
the very reason why it is impossible for 
the State to teach these things. The State 
cannot do it. How can the State teach 
who Christ was? What facilities has the 
State for knowing who he was, that it 
shall decide this question and teach it 
with authority ? That is a large. question. 
It has been the question. of the ages. It 
began when he· was here. " Whom do 
men say that I, the Son of man, am ? " 
But it is not enough that we know who 
men say that he is, or was; but the ques
tion is, Who is he? Will the Inter-Ocean 
tell who Christ is? and will that paper go 
so far as to say that what it says Christ 
is shall be taught to everybody in the 
State of Illinois, or anywhere else at 
public expense or by State authority ? 
But from the article in· the Inter- Ocean 
it would seem that it proposes that who 
Christ is and what he said, shall be taught 
to the children in school, in the same 
manner as the question of who Columbus 
was and what he did. If that be the pur
pose of the Inter-Ocean, then no Christian 
could ever consent to any such teaching. 
To put Christ and what he said, in such a 
place and to teach it in such a way as 
that, is to deny who Christ really is, and to 
undo all the force of what he said. 

Again we quote:-
Nor does the act· of teaching the history of Christ 

necessitate the teaching of his divinity. We tell 
the scholar what the motives of Columbus were, we 
leave him to judge of the wisdom of the motive. 

Well suppose the public school teacher 
undertakes to tell children in school what 
the motive of Christ was in coming to 
the world, and leaves the children to judge 
of that motive, as they would judge 
of the motives of Columbus, what is that 
but to teach them to sit in judgment upon 
the Lord? Wb'at is it in fact but the 
teaching of downright infidelity? When 
the motive of Christ is set before children 
cir men, it is not his intention at all that 
they shall judge of that motive. It is 
that they shall believe it and make it a 
part of their lives, and that to neglect to 
do so is to imperil the eternal destiny of 
their souls. Any man can judge of the 
motives of Columbus with no danger 
whatever. A child may judge of the 
motives of Columbus as he pleases, and 
think of them as he chooses, and it cannot 
effect him in the least; but neither man 
nor child can do such a thing with the 
motives of Jesus Christ, without i:rijury to 
himself both in this life and the life to 
.come. And that the Inter-Ocean should 
set forth such a proposition leads us seri
ously to doubt whether it truly believes 
in the p:1otive of Christ ~s it really is, or 
whether it judges his motive as it· does 
those of Columbus or any other explorer. 

We should like to see the Inter- Ocean 
atteJ)lpt to carry out its own statement 
and give us an example of the act of 
teaching . the history of Christ without 

teaching his divinity. The first question And if men would believe the Bible more, 
would.pe, who was he? The· only answer· and judge it and interpret it less, there 
is that, he is "the Christ the Son ;of tlre · wouldbe.vel'y littleheard of any question 
living God." But that declares his di- of the B]ble inthe public schools.· Then 
vinity. Again, when he was born ,what pe~ple wol:t1d:have enough confidence in 
was he to be called? "Thou shilt :call the Bible;.andin its divine ~uthor; to trust 
his name Jesus, for he shall sa::Ve: his it to maintalii:its oWJI-emise, without de
people from their sins." AncLth~t"also ·m~;~.nding th~t;it bE? bolsteredup by such a 
teaches his divinity. And ~;~.gain,'-'They pillar _of sall,.d as is the Sta,te in such a 
shall callhis name Immanuel, which being place. · A. T. J. 

interpreted is, Gog .with us." That is his 
name because that is what he is. And 
the .history goes on following him round 
about Judea, as he went healing the sick, 
restoring the demoniac, making the lame 
to walk, and the blind to see, stilling the 
tempest, and raising the dead. And all 
these things teach his divinity. The his
tory goes on t.o say that he was crucified, 
and that that even happened amid such 
surroundings that the centurion who 
commanded the soldie~s declared, "Verily, _ 
this man was the Son of. God." And that 
teaches his divinity. The history goes on 
to say that he arose from the dead, and 
was seen of his disciples, and. the people 
in crowds; that his disciples touched him, 
and ate with . him, and associated with 
him for a period of forty days after they 
had seen him crucified, and dead upon 
the cross, and buried in the sepulchre. 
And then that he ascended up into heaven, 
and that there he sits at the right hand 
of the throne of God. And all that 
teaches his. divinity. 

In fact every particular and every item 
in the life of the Saviour from the manger 
in Bethlehem until his ascension, teaches 
nothing else than the divinity of Christ. 
The history cannot be mentioned without 
teaching that divinity, and any proposi
tion to the contrary is in itself conclusive 
proof that the one making the statement 
does not believe in his divinity. And 
because this history is the history of· his 
divinity, because the words of Christ are 
the words of " God with us," this .is the 
reason why the words are to be believed, 

·and not judged when they are taught. It 
is not for man to judge God; it is not for 
the sinner to sit in judgment upon his 
Saviour. As this is to be believed, and 
as the understanding of it is wholly of· 
faith, and as the record is witnessed to 
faith by the spirit o:f God,..,-for this reason 
it is impossible for any governmental 
power on earth to teach either the history 
or the doctrine o:f Jesus Christ. Christ 
himse1f committed that work to the 
Church, and any church that consents 
that the State may ever perform: that 
work, allows that she herself has lost 
the power to do it. And any State that 
proposes to do such a thing, simply pro
poses to rob the Church of its.prerogative 
and to usurp that which never can· belong 
to the State, because Christ never com
mitted it to the State. 

If men would believe Christ more. and . 
judge . him less, there would be far- less 
demand that the State shall teach religion. 

Why the Government Should not Em
ploy Chaplains. 

SuNDAY, August 24, Rev. J. B. Haw
thorne, D. D., the pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Atlanta, Georgia, 
preached in the First Baptist Church in 
Washington, _D. C. On this occasion, 
Dr. Hawthorne chose :for his text the 
words of the Saviour: "Render unto 
Coosar the things that are Coosar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's." The 
following paragraphs are from a report of 
his sermon, published in the Washington 
Post, of August 25:-

We have the freest and. best Govern
ment in the world, and yet it is sometimes 
oppressive, because it steps out of its own 
sphere to meddle with affairs that belong 
exclusively to the realm of religion: We 
boast of having a land where Church and 
State are completely dissevered, but our 
boast is not literally and abs()lutely true. 
The things that are Coosar's .are sometimes 
mixed in with the things that are God's; 
and· those unlawful and unhallowed com
plications result from our lack of under
standing as to the relations which should. 
ever exist between religion and the State. 
It is our duty to obey the powers that be, 
except when the powers that be interfere 
with the discharge of our obligation to 
the kingdom· of Christ. 

The function of the State is simply to 
protect men in the exercise of their nat
ural rights, a:rid the encouragement there
by, of all good conduct in earthly affairs. 
All questions of religious duty are above 
the reach of the State's control, and should 
be left to God ai1d his providence, to the 
Saviour and his people, and to the power 
of truth and love, acting upon the un
trammeled conscience.· The State has the 
right to provide for its own protection 
and perpetuity. It has the right to re
move ignorance by providing for the edu
cation of the people; and it has the right 
to restrain . . . vice, on the ground that 
ignorance and vice endanger the very ex
istence of the State. But when it goes 
fur~her than that and attempts to estab
lish or foster 'any form of religious belief 
or worship, it steps upon forbidden ground, 
and violates the very rights of man which· 
it was instituted to protect. 

The work of the Church is spiritual. 
Its legitimate authority is spiritual, and 
only spiritual. The work of the Church 
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is to seek by the agency of divine grace 
and truth to bring men into right spiritual 
relation .with God and one another, to 

• prepare them thereby for happiness and 
glory in the life to come. 

The authority of the State is secular. 
It is not in the remotest degree spiritual. 
The. solitary functio:n of the State is to 
protect men in the exercise of their natural 
righ'ts .. ~y nat:q.ral rights, I mean those 
pertainil{g: to· life, liberty and property. 
This conc~ption of the relations between 
Church and State is one for which Baptists 
have battled fl!Ud suffered through centu
~ies. of despotism and persecution. They 
were the first to champion the cause of 
lil)erty, and in the progress of the fight 
. they ha:ve held . their places in the front 
rank o(bhrist~s army and hiwe ·been the 
gre~test s~fferers. . . . I ha:ve sa~d the 
!unCtion of the State is liwited to the pro
te~tion of life, liberty, and.' property. If 
the ~uty oft he State is to protect h:q.man 
lif~,' it f91lows that the St.at~ has the right 
to enact laws that will pre:vent the de
strnction of human life. Now 
thes~ are.!'ltatements which no honest man 
in his right mind will contro:vert .. And 
when we $.dmit that the State has these 
rigtl:i:ts and ought to exercise them, we 
commit ourselves. to the principle that it 
is the right and duty of the State to for
bid 'the sale of intoxicating .liquors except 
for •medicinal and mechanical purposes. 
Political demagogues ha:vs attempted to 
mislead us by saying that. the State, in 
legislating upon the subject,~has trespassed 
on the domain of religion. They know, 
as well as we do, that it is doing more to 
shorten human life than any.other cause. 
They know, as ·Well as we do, that when 
·the State prohibits the traffi.c it is simply 
fulfilling ,its obligation to protect the 
lives of the people. 

We cannot afford to recei:ve help from 
the State in building our houses of wor
ship\ The,principle is wrong. The money 
which the Church apprbpriates to this 
purpose is taken partly 'fro:rri the pockets 
of people who do not belie:ve in· the Chr~s
tia11 religion. They are · thus compelled 
by civil power to support an: institution in 
which they· ha:ve no interest; and for 
which they have no sympathy. It is not 
only an injustice to them, but an injury 
inflicted upon us and our cause. Churches 
that are sup'ported by the State, rather 
than by the free offerings .of the people, 
lose their spirituality, cease to be aggres
sive; and degenerate into the deadness of· 
the coldest formalism. 

The appointment Of chaplains to Con
gress, to the Army and Navy, :tnd to our 
State Legislatures, is a custom which 
strikes at the :veq first principles of free 
go:vernmen:t. Any man must see that this 
signifies more: t]lan the protecti6i1 of the 
Christian teligiou. It is patronage. These 
chaplains are appointed by the Govern
ment, they are paid by the Government, 
and they are responsible to the Govern· 

ment for the manner in which they per
form their official duties. We are bound 
to admit that the Government can just as 
consistently appoint • a Mohammedan or a 
Buddhist to a chaplaincy in the Na:vy as a 

'Presbyterian or a Baptist. It is a :viola-
tion of the organic laws of the Republic, 
and an outrage upon the sacred right of 
conscience to appoint either. If there is 
one man more than another who needs the 
benefit of public worship, it is the a:verage 
congressman; but it is not the duty of 
the Go:vernment to pro:vide for him this 
spiritual help. Let members of Congress 
take money from their own pockets to 
support the men whom they choose to 
lead them in the morning devotions, and 
let the officers and pri:vates of the Army 
do the same. 

" Bible Readings for the Home Circle." 

THis is the title of a book which we 
find denounced by the American Sabbath 
Union, in the "Pearl of Days" column of 
the Mail and Express, of May 9. The 
denunciation of this " dangerous" thing 
was written by Re:v. James S. Mott, one 
of the Vice-Presidents of the American 
Sabbath Union; indorsed by the Rev. 
J. H. Knowles, Secretary of the Union, 
and printed in the "Pearl of Days," the 
organ of the Union. Therefore it is strictly 
official. Speaking of the title of the book, 
Mr. Mott says:-

Such is the winning title of a book which is being 
pushed throughout our country with all the energy 
that the book canvasser can exercise, And yet we 
have .never examined a work in which a good title 
has been employed in a more u,ncandid way to 
inculcate pestiferous doctrines. We should be led 
to expect a volume of devotional articles, and such 
presentation of divine truth as is currently accepted 
by evangelical churches. 

Indeed! Is it true then that nothing 
can be properly presented in this country 
as Bible doctrine, or as from the Bible, 
except it be such a presentation of di:vine 
truth as is '' currently accepted by the 
e:vangelical churches?". In other words, 
is only that di:vine truth which is curre1.1tly 
accepted by e:vangelical churches? Are 
the e:vangelical churches the di:vinely ap
pointed interpreters of the Bible in all 
that it means ? Has it come to this that 
whate:ver of the Bible or about the Bible 
is printed and distributed that is not ac
cepted by the e:vangelical churches, must 
be denounced as ''dangerous" and '' pestif 
erous?" Mr. Mott says:-

The preface declares "we let the sacred volume 
stand as its own witness, massing its testimony on 
the various subjects presented." 

When we had read this blast of the 
American Sabbath Union, we sent and 
got a copy of the book, as doubtless most 
people will do who · s~e it, and the very 
first place we opened, we. fou~d the fol
lowing on " The New Birth," page 117 :-

1. What is the natu.ral condition of the· human 
family? 

'' For all have sinned and come short .of the glory 

of God. " Rom 3 : 23. 
2. Who alone will be permitted to see God ? 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God." Matt. 5: 8. 
3. Can man, by his own exertions alone, change 

his condition ? 
"Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 

leopard his spots ? then may ye also do good, that 
are accustomed to do evil." J er. 13 : 23. 

4. How, then, can one be brought to God ? 
''For Christ also hath once suffered for sins the 

just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God." 
1 Peter 3: 18. · 

Turning back just two lea:ves we find 
the heading, "Repentauce," under which 
we have this:-

1. To whom is repentance to be preached 'I 
'' And that repentance and remission of sins 

should be preached in his name among all nations. " 
Luke 24:47 . 

2. Who are called to repentance ? 
" I come not to call the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance." Luke 5 : 32. 
3. How is one to know he is a sinner ? 
"By the law is the knowledge of sin." Rom .. 3:20. 
4. Is this a universal rule ? 
" We have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, 

that they are all under sin." Verse 9. 
5. How are sinners convinced of sin ? 
"But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit 

sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors." 
James 2:9. 

6. What part does the Holy Spirit act ln this 
work? 

"For if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you. And when he is come he will reprove 
theworldofsin." John 16:7,8, 13, 14. 

7. What will be the inquiry of those who are thus 
convicted? 

'' Jl/Ien and brethren what shall wefdo!l'" Acts 2: 47. 
8. What reply should always be returned to this 

inquiry? 
'' Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." 
Verse 38. 

Under the heading, "The Di:vini.ty of 
Christ," we find this, page 255 :-

1. How does the great Apostle speak of the Lord 
Jesus? 

"God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory." 
1 Tim. 3:16. 

2.. How does Christ himself speak of his relation 
to the Father ? 

" I and my Father are one, " John 10: 30. 
3. How does he show what he means by being 

" one with the Father " ? 
"And now I am no more in the world, but these 

are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name those whom thou 
hast given me, that they may be one as we are." 
John 17:11, 12. 

4. Did Christ exist before he was manifested in 
the flesh? 

"And now, 0 Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. " Verse 5. 

5. How came he in the world as a Saviour? 
''And the angel said unto them, fear not; for, 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For 1mto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savionr, which is Christ 
the Lord." Luke 2:10, 11. 

Under the heading, " Importance of 
Prayer," we find the following, page 
324:-

1. What is the Scripture injunction in regard to 
prayer? 

'' I would therefore that men pray everywhere, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath or doubting.'' 
1 Tim. 2:8, 





The Eight-Hour Movement and Sundc\l~; 
. ~' ,• ~·~·~· .- ·,. ,; ·-~\ ' .)~;' 

IN diseussin:g the eight-p0unnovemE;J}:lt 
and the sucMss. wl,licli is' a)ttending it~ ~4~. 
Obsm·1Je1·, of.tlri:s :clty, s?>ys :.:.__ ~ · . ' · . 

'fhis labor dq,y of 'eight how·t'l. has itn importaht: 
bearing Oil the inte~estf'! and o~lig~tio~s of tM:holy 
Sabbath. Thougkit ghes: IU~l·~ time;~ for rest ~hd 
recreation dui:i11g th~ we(l\!:, 1t, qoes not lessen tM' 
desirability anp. liec~ssity of o:rji,J ~ay'of complete: 
rest from ol'dina;ri iabot.: Eig}l.~ ho4rs a d~iiof; 
thorough woi·k tli.tririg :six~ s,\fdd:ssive days;\ >;villi 
make one day of eritii'e 'l'!'PQ~e f1'9m physicar and 
mental toil a gell!uin~'relie~ l{n9- •be:pefit. , Bue,eight · 
full hours of freeddn'r .i;n~)e:Very day !9f. the \veflk:' 
completely destroys the ~:r~wrie!l;t 'for inaking~ f:li'Jnc ·. 
day a mere holiday. It• if'! ~ nath;ni,ilf,1disaste~· :~OJ; 
a people to become.so. frivo,lo~I~,ancl,pleasme-1<-!fi~g,_ 
that they cannot 'devote' one d~,ty in se:\>.en to a\Jt1Ja(' 
rest and serious occupation. When Sunday is :used:•. 
by one-half the. p<;Jpnl;ttion in Iabi:IJ.i that, may: :r~:ot; 
vide the other h&Wwith al1luser):I€m~s, this counh~yc , 
will be ready t0 rank ill, mor:;>l, aD;d)piritual f9rce, :: 
with a South American rrepubUc:: . Eight ho'ul.·s. at: 
day for labor rerhoyes :\lv.e1~i ,shado\v ~f an e~m~~e 
for popular attack's ori the SabbGi~h·,oJ:1~ the:gro.unct>;· 
that labor has no other time.fo1: xecreation. . Ti!tat :. 
labor which is :cbnfr~ei;l: to 'eight l;~ul:s has indte. 
opportunity for amuse~ent, 'ofi e.Ve.if1 ldnd; ~thhn, 
other large divisions qf hl!m,a~~ty. ;' '· ' 

,This shows the .·tn\e'. anim1s' af '·~he, 
whole Sundaym.ov~Jl1ent:.· .H i~ trti'e that~. 
the leaders iti the pre~e~t. :it~tiQl~l· s'uri'd~y'; 
crtisade, are ... pi~O~e£lsec!iy. : ;wo~k~l.1g· :.£6t ' a.~ 
civil Sunday, .a day i;n:>\vh,ic;h( the .. poor;~, 
workirig man :rn?.Y rest; :'btiil'.J.t ~ no;he~th,e ~. 
less true tlutt qv~i:r inspi*atipti i~ foun:d in: · 
the fact that' they hiiv~ i. i'eligio\ts regard 
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What Need of Sunday Laws? 

HoN. H. ScoTT HowELL, in the June 
Evangel ~! Rest, says:-

Tlie Divine, with infinite wisdom, requires us to 
''Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy;" and 
every citizen, however humble he may be, whether 
rich or poor, whether black or white, who in obe
dience to this divine law, engages in acts of devotion 
and worship, in his own home or in the public as
sembly, may do so in this free country ''with none 
to molest or make him afraid." 

Referring to · Mr. Howell's words, a 
Des Moines, Iowa, paper asks the following 
pertinent questions:-

If the above is true, what force is there in the 
pathetic appeals of the American Sabbath Union to 
Congress for laws to give the p<)or laboring man a 
chance to rest, and go to church ? And if all, rich 
or poor, black or white, may, if they will, obey the 
divine law of the Sabbath, "with none to molest 
or make them afraid," what is the object of all 
this clamor for Sabbath legislation ? 

WRATEVER may be true of Protestants 
in other lands, the Protestants of the 
United States are unqualifiedly opposed 
to any union of Church and State, even 
such a union as is involved when the State 
undertakes to give the simplest instruction 
in religion. But it becomes evident that, 
if the State is going to undertake to give 
complete education ·to all its citizens, one 
of two things must follow: either there 
must be no religious instruction and we 
must rear generations of agnostlcs and 
atheists, or else it must teach doctrines 
against which a considerable portion of 
the citizens protest. Neither of these 
things ought to be. It is the business of 
the Christian people of this land, and of 
any land, to see to it that the atmosphere 
breathed by their children, while acquiring 
the education which is to fit them for the 
present ·life, be such as shall conduce to 
their religious as well as to their mental 
growth, that heart and mind be cultivated 
at the same time.-Journal and Messen
ger (Baptist), Cincinnati. 

THE Rev. Frank Dixon," pastor of the 
Toenth Avenue Baptist Church, Oakland, 
in a recent sermon on "The Sabbath," 
touched the heart of the greater part of 
the fancied devotion to Sunday, in the 
following words:-

Was our religion so inseparable from the Sunday 
of our fathers that it vanished with the.desecration 
of that day ? Going down to the bottom of the 
matter, have we been worshiping a day or Jesus 
Christ? Then, · too, we cannot help asking our
selves if a large part of the :Q3verence with which 
we have viewed Sunday has not been rendered to 
our fathers who bequeathed us the day, rather than 
to any sanctity which we discovered in the day. 

It is ancestor-worship instead of devo
hion to, the day for its own sake, in a large 
degree. Mr. Dixon does not believe that 
Sunday is any more sacred than any other 
day, b\lt that all days are alike;. but yet 
he finds· ground for State Sunday laws. 
Great·. is consistency; but greater yet is 
custom.-Sign8 of the Times. 

I NA~Io~A~ ~- - Is the National Temperance Society 

RELIGIOUS UBERTY ASSOCIATION. about to swing into line with thf,) National 
Reform Party? The Sunday Union, the 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard tlie liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit

ting to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. 
We believe it is the right and should be the privilege, .of 

every man to worship according to the dictates of his own con· 
science. 

We also believe It to be our duty to use- every lawful and 
honorable_ mea11s to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in· 
estimable blessln~s of both reli~ious and civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 

48 BoNn STREET, Nmw YoRK CITY; 

Woman's Christia1l. Temperance Union, 
the King's Daughters, the Young People's · 
Society of Christian Endeavor, are alrea.dy 
bound in the political compact. If the 
National Temperance Society joins the 
great conspiracy against religious freedom 
and Christianity undefiled, the only or
ganizations still remaining neutral will be 
the Young Men's Christian Association, 
the Salvation Army, the Labor Unions, 
and the secret spcieties. 

It may be said that this resolution is 
intended to be in the interest of temper
ance. It is not so worded. But if so, it 
is time the National Temperance Society 

225 A ST., N. E., WASHINGTON; 2S COLLEGE l'L.!.oE, CHICAGO. learned that it Cannot aSSOCiate itself With 

C. ELDRIDGE, -

W. H. McKEE, 
President. 
Secretary. 

A LoNDON despatch says that Cardinal 
Manning has written a letter to the Social 
Science Congress, in session at Liege, 
Belgium, urging among other things, that 
the observance of Sunday be enforced. 

·At every public gathering, both in this 
country and Europe, where it is possible 
to present and advocate the claims of Sun
day for legal acknowledgment and en
forced observance, ministers and prelates 
of ability and eminence, in church cir
cles, are found ready to press the subject 
with all their power and subtilty. It 
cannot be long before the result of this 
will become so evident that even the way
faring men, who are absorbed in running 
the world's race, will be able to read the 
signs of the times. 

AN Iowa paper, favorable to the objects 
of the National Religious Liberty Associ
ation, has the following note :-

Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts gave three lectures in Des 
Moines, Sunday, . and one, Monday evening. His 
coming was a surprise, his announcements not be
ing made till within a few hours before he delivered 
his first address. Our readers. understand the ob-

• ject of such a course, but they may be. assured that 
Rev. Crafts's hearers will be bountifully supplied 
with National Religious Liberty reading-matter, 
even if the distribution has to follow the lectures. 

It i<J hard for Mr. Crafts to kick against 
the pricks, but· he may as well make up 
his mind that he cannot have a monopoly 
of teaching upon the Sunday-law question. 
If he believes his cause just, he should 
not fear full and free discussion. 

AT a regular· meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the National Temperance · 
Society, held recentJy in New York,. the 
following resolution was passed, and the· 
~ecretary directed to transmit a copy to . 
the Commissioners of the World's .Fair, at 
Chicago:-

Resolved, Th&t the Board of Managers of the Na
tional Temperance Society, in behalf of its inetu
bership throughou~ the Nation, earnestly protests 
against the opening of the World's Fair on: the 
Sabbath day. 

the move:rp:ent to enforce religious form
ality by civil measures, and establish, in 
any degree, an enforced politigal religion, 
and at the same time expect to serve 
acceptably, either God or the cause of , 
temperance. · 

MR. B. L. DIFFENBACHER, 1201 Market 
Street, Sioux City, kwa, wishes Religious 
Liberty reading matter for free distribu
tion' during the Corn Palace Carnival, in 
that city, September 25, to October 11. 
Unsoiled copies of the AMERICAN SENTI
NEL or numbers of the ''Sentinel Library," 

·will be thankfully received, and judi
ciously used.· Send by mail or express, 
prepaid, to the above address. 

1-----~-------------
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DO YOU 
USE A FOUNTAIN PEN? 

Then you need the COMBINED INK 

BOTTLE AND PE.N FILLER, con~isting 
of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a 
pen 8 or 10 tinies, with a Patent Rubber 

-Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neat 
wooden case with a' screw top, makb:~g 
the safest, most coniplcte, compact, and 

:convenient article for .the use of travel
ing men and others now extant. Weighs 
when filled with ink less than three 

. ounces. 

Imitation. Rose-wood case, 
Real Bo:x;,wood, 

25c. 

50 c. 

Sent post-paid Qn receipt of price: 

AddreJ>S, 
PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO., 

'· _ 43 BoND S•rrtEET, NEw YoRK. 
Ou OAlu"AljD, 'CAL. 
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Devoted to the defense of 

AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 

And the Preservation of the 
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W'lty We Oppose Religious Legislation. 
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The American Sabbath Union and 
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TEN LECTURES 
ON 

NASAL CATARRH 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 
Sanitarium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis
piece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
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PACIFIC PijESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BoND STREET, NEw YoRK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. . 
COOD FOR ALL TIME! 

JH E N A T I 0 N A L S U N D A Y L A W 
THIS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE .ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHTS OF 

AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY
REST BILL, WIDCH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, DECEMBER 13, 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as publisl:ied 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
And Mr. Jones' comments make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it wonld 

have been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied with answers to all of_ his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is 
now a living Issue, this treat-ise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, Jawyersa 
judge~?, and other yublic men. The argument is based on Scripture and history, constitution an 
Jaw, showing the limits of the civiliJower, the u~;~constitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of 

, the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the di1ferent States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
.AND THE 

Su.nday~Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

Tht;~ Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, 
and theW orkings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 

for the United States. 
The Work Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 2Ge. 

Send for it l Read it! ·Send it to Your Friends! 
Address all Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 
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NEW EDITIONS 

.CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION 
IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 

By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN Sl!iNTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WoRK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST 

BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 

CHAP. I qutlines vividly the rehttion that existed between "<-'hristianity and the Roman Empire." 
CHAP. II distinguisheS between "What is due to God and what toCresar." 
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" THE voice of the people is the voice of 
God," is as true to-day, as when spoken in 
a city of Greece two thousand years ago. 
-Clear Lake (Cal.) Press. 

Just about as true! For instance, when, 
a century later, the people crowded around 
the Son of God, shouting, " Crucify him! 
Crucify him ! " 

HE who seeks to transform the church 
of God into a political club-room, must 
ever be regarded as the enemy of our 
higher ideals of civil and religious liberty, 
and also guilty of a Pharisaism which has 
the effrontery to dictate methods to God 
himself. This paper believes that the 
race will be happiest when it takes God's 
laws as they are, and enacts such laws for 

·the regulation of human affairs as wisdom, 
tempered with justice, suggests.-Central 
City, Nebraska, Republicam. 

THE Christian Union is grieved because 
the sale of acids for removing ink stains 
is permitted in this country, and says: 
"A little bit of the thou-shalt-not policy 
of Russia might· make a useful ingredient 
in the devil-take-the-hindmost :eolicy of 
our democracy. Under a paternal form 
of government, the sale of such a mixture 
as this would probably be prohibited." 
Of course, what the Christian Union has 
in view is the ease with which checks 
can be raised by means of this acid; but 
the idea of making this the occasion of a 
plea for a paternal government, would be 
decidedly funny, did it not show the 
growing feeling in this country to make 

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 25, 1890. 

the Government everything to everybody. 
The "acid " referred to, which is gener
ally sold nnder the name of "ink eradi
cator," is used by thousands of honest 
men in their every-day business, and is 
fast coming to be considered as indispen
sable in every counting room. The editor 
of the Christian Union should provide 
himself with a "check perforator," and 
thank his stars that he doesn't live in 
Russia. 

State and Parochial Schools. 

STATE supremacy and jurisdiction over 
church schools seems to be spreading like 
an epidemic. Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
Ohio have laws already in this line. Mass
achusetts, New York, New Jersey, and 
other States are seriously proposing laws 
and even considering amendments giving 
the State jurisdiction over church schools. 
It seems singular that not only the evil 
in this thing itself, but the actual danger 
to the State lying in it, cannot be seen by 
those who are carrying foward the move
ment. 

First, the thing is evil in itself, because 
the church school is a private school. 
Those who establish it pay to the public 
school all the State demands, and then 
they take their own money and hire their 
own teachers to teach their own children, 
perhaps in their own houses; and then 
this movement demands that the State 
shall assume jurisdiction over these private 
schools, and authority to dictate as to the 
teaching in such schools. This is but to 
claim the right of the State to assume ju
risdiction and authority to dictate in the 
private affairs of the people. But if the 
State has this authority in one thing, it 
may have it in everything that it chooses, 
and soon all private rights are gone, and 
nothing that a man has, not even his own 
person belongs any longer to himself, but 
to the public. The State is put above the 
people, and the people become only a part 
of the machinery of the State. This is 
directly the reverse of the American prin
oiple-the true principle of government. 

NUMBER 38. 

"All men are created equal and are en
dowed by their Creator with certain in
alienable rights." These rights belong to 
the individual. They are his own. He 
may, in establishing government he does, 
surrender the personal exercise of certain 
of these rights; but he never does, and ac
cording to the American principle, he 
never can, surrender himself bodily, and 
yield to the Government any jurisdiction 
over his private concerns. The assertion 
of the rights of any such jurisdiction on 
the part of the State is but the assertion 
of the rightfulness of despotism, and 
springs from a spirit essentially despotic. 

Again, these are church schools organ
ized for the purpose of teaching to the 
children of the members of that church 
the doctrines and religion of the church. 
In many of the schools, the preacher and 
the teacher are one and the same person, 
and the building which is the meeting 
house of the church on Sunday, is the 
school house for the children of the 
church members on other days. If the 
State may rightly assume jurisdiction 
over what is taught in that house by that 
preacher to the children of the church 
members during the week days, why may 
not the State also assume jurisdiction over 
what is taught in that house to the chil
dren and their parents together, on Sun
day? There is no possible argument that 
will justify the first that will not likewise 
justify the second. And if the State may 
do this in these particular circumstances, 
it may do so in all places and under all 
circumstances. And then the distinction 
between Church and State is broken down 
and destroyed. 

This brings us to the second . phase of 
this subject, the danger to the State which 
lies in this movement against church 
schools. As we have seen, the result is 
the destruction of the distinction between 
the Church and State, and is a union of 
Church and State, instead of a separation. 
By the State thus forcing itself upon the 
Church, and really making the Church a 
part of itself, forcing it to be so, those 
churches will inevitably be driven to take 
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a constant and active part as churches in 
every department of the State. Because 
when the State assumes jurisdiction of 
the.ehurch sehools to any extent, it be
comes of paramount interest . to that 
church. to secure as much interest as pos
sible in the affairs of the St~te, so that • 
the Church through the officers· of the 
State may recover jurisdie.tion over her 
own. schools and her own; affairs. And to 
this action the Church is driven by the 
action of the State in first assuming juris
diction over the affairs of the Church. 
But in a government of the people just as 
soon as the Church, as such, becomes a 
part of the State as such, it remains only 
a question of time when the State in the 
proper sense of the word, will be gone, 
and all that is left of it will be but the 
tool of the Church in carrying forward 
her own schemes. 

The American principle of Government 
is the absolute and total separation be
tween the Church and the State. The 
Church neither dictating to the State in 
anything, nor yet the State dictating to 
the Church in anything, but each one 
occupying its own sphere, and exercising 
jurisdiction in its own affairs only. We 
know the cry that is made in defense of this 
movement to give the State jurisdiction of 
the church schools,-the cry of danger to 
the State, and that it is necessary for the 
general welfare that the State shall do so. 
But this cry in the first place is a fraud. 
There is not a particle of danger to the 
State in anything that is aimed at in these 
laws; but even if there were some real 
danger there, it would be nothing at all in 
comparison with the danger to the State 
that will come inevitably from the slight
est step taken by the State in assuming 
jurisdiction of church schools, or church 
affairs in any way whatever. Every 
man who believes in the separation of the 
Church and State, every man who be
lieves in the principles of the Declaration 
of Independence, must oppose always and 
everywhere, every move to have the State 
interfere in any way with the workings of 
the church, or private schools. 

Another phase of this question we will 
reserve for next week. A. T. J. 

---~-·---

Cj1urchianity vs. Christianity. 

CHURCHIANITY may be defined as Chris
tianity formalized. It is like counterfeit 
coin-current but false. Defoe wrote:

"Wherever God erects a house of prayer, 
The devil always builds a chapel there." 

Churchianity is this devil's chapel. 
When Christianity marries the State, 

the natural, the almost inevitable product 
of the unnatural mesalliance is Church
ianity. The Church is secularized. It is 
a department of the government. And, 
as every bargain presupposes a quid pro 
quo, in return for governmental alliance 
it makes itself a prop of the powers that 
b9. 

Thus religion is transformed from a of the religion of Christ that makes it so, 
principle into an institution. What should that makes it what it is. 

. be inward feeling and motive, runs out- · There is another point in this. There 
'ward and freezes into mere professi()n. is: a good de11l of sophistry about this idea 
; Christianity is a business. The divine • • of:·· usi~g :the Bible as a. history. We 
. element evaporates. God. is . Deus' erf, : should} like cSOme of those who talk 
machina. The ministry ceases· to be, •?. that . w~y, , to iell us in: what . the history 
calling and becomes a profession. Men· of th€)~Jefr~sh people qonsists, that is of 
are preferred to this and that sacred office. any material worth, a,side from the re
The clergy are in form, servants of Heaven, ligion. What vahie .has the history of 
in fact, officials of. the State. . Handling the Jewish nation if you take the religion . 
money, controlling patronage, dealing in out of it? They were not scientists; they 
sacred things for secular purposes, Chris- did not cultivate art in any particular 
tianity is hocus-pocused into Church- form. ·The form· of government that 
ianity. they had was set aside by the Lord him-

In this country we have no State self, and such a form is forbidden to be 
Church. Nevertheless, Churchianity is a any more amongst men. Then, as a 
naturalized resident. Because Church- model government, it is worthless. In 
ianity is more than a system_:_it is a state art or science it is worthless. The only 
of mind. Wherever form is put for sub- thing in the history from beginning to 
stance, whenever the medium is regarded end, the .only thing that ever was in it, 
as the essence, Christianity crystallizes the only thing that was intended to be 
into Churchianity. We have a religious gathered from it, is religion. And if it 
establishment, but no longer religion. be separated from its religious purpose, 
We look for Christ and find-a church. there is taken away from it all the value 
We ask for bread and are given:-a stone. that it has. 
Carlos Martyn, D. D., in the Arena. To prove this, attention needs but to 

The Bible Is Religious Only. 

THE Christian Union wants the Bible 
used in the public schools simply as his
tory and literature, just as Xenophon and 
Homer are used. It says:-

If our Catholic, Jewish, or Agnostic brethren 
object to opening schools with acts of worship, 
such acts of worship should, in our judgment, be 
discontinued. It is not the business of the State 
to conduct public worship against the objection of 
any considerable proportion of tax-payers, but, the 
use of the Bible as history and literature is no inore 
sectarian than the use of Xenophon-or Homer. 

Yes; it is true enough that the use of 
the Bible as history and literature is no 
more . sectarian than any other book of . 
l1istory or literature, bnt the Bible is not 
that; the Bible is neither history nor 
literature; it was not written for any 
such purpose. It is true there is history 
in it, but the only purpose for which that 
history was written, is reiigious. It is 
likewise true that there is a literature in 
the Bible, but the sole worth that it has 
as literature is the religion that· is in it. 
Take the literature of the sermon on the 
mount, what is it worth without the re
ligion that is in it? That was not sp6ken 
as a piece of literature; the Saviour did 
not declaim that to display his eloquence. 
It was spoken as the word of God ; spoken 
by him who came down from heaven 
bringing the salvation of God to man, 
and it was to impress the thoughts of God 
upon the minds and hearts of men that 
Christ uttered it, and to take that idea 
and thought out of it, takes everything 
out of it; if it is not that, it is not any- · 
thing at all. It is the same with any 
other part of the Scriptures, there· ani 
fine passages, there are heights of elo
quence and depths of pathos, but whether 
it be height or depth, it is the inspiration 

be called to the record. Take up the 
history that is found in the Bible any
where, and it is inseparable from the re
ligious idea, and the religious thought. 
The history of Abraham, for instance, is 
that God called him from among his 
people to a land that He would show him, 
and that he went not knowing whither; 
that the Lord promh;ed to him, when as 
yet he had no child, that his seed should 
be as the stars of heaven-innumerable, 
and that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed. The seed re
ferred to in tlmt word is Jesus Christ, and 
the sole purpose of the history from 
Abraham to Christ, was to bring the 
people to him. And when he came and 
that people rejected him, their history, as 
connected with the Bible ceased forever. 
In fact, there is a period of more than 
four hundred years before Christ came, 
during which there is not a word of his
tory; which in itself shows that the history 
of that people is not the object of the 
writ.ing in the Bible. 

Again, start with the children of Israel, as 
they were about to leave Egypt, and it is 
but an account of miracle after miracle. In 
fact the whole story, from that time till 
Israel entered into the land of Canaan, for 
a period of forty years, is scarcely anything 
else than a record of a series of miracles. 
The Red Sea was divided that Israel might 
pass; then as they passed into the wilder
ness they came to the bitter waters which 
were· mttde sweet that the people might 
drink. Afterward, water was more than 
once given to the people by Moses merely 
striking the rock with his rod; and then 
at Sinai, the Lord appeared in glory on 
the top of the mount, and also at the door 
of the tabernacle; and, to say nothing of 
the co:tistant, almost daily, repetition of 
miracles, therQ was the pillar of fire by 
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night, and the pillar of cloud by day, 
constantly over the tabernacle, by whose 
dir€)ction they moved or remained. Thus 
it was all through the forty years wander
ings in the desert of Arabia. When they 
passed into the promised land, it was when 
"the Jordan overflowed its banks.'' The 
priests .took the ark of God, and started 
into the water. As soon as their feet 
touched the water that which was above 
stood stil'l, and that below flowed on. 
A~d so it stood till the whole of the host 
of Israel passed over. 

Soon a:fftm· this they came to Jericho 
and laid :siege to that· city by merely 
marching around it once a day, for seven 
·days, blowing trumpets of rams? horns; 
and on ;the seventh day they marched 
around it seven times and. then set up a 
mighty shout, and the wa,lls of Jericho .fell 
down. The siege was end.ed ~;~>nd the city 
captured. Not long after this there was 
a battle with the Canaanites, the inhabit
ants of the land. They were defeated; but 
to make the victory forever sure, the sun 
stood still and the day was prolonged, so 
that there was no such day before nor 
after it. And so the whole history might 
be followed through, step by step, as it is 
written, from that day when the sun stood 
still, unto the last historical record in the 
Old Testament, and all the time the record 
is to be found inseparable from signs, 
wonders, miracles, and interpositions of 
the Lord. All of which demonstrates 
that the object of the Bible is not his
'torical, but religious wholly. It also dem
onstrates that it is impossible to use the 
Bible as a history. And those who ask 
that it may be used in the public schools 
simply as hist.ory, know that this is so; 
and if it were not for its religious charac
ter 'llot one of them would ever write ten 
lines of a plea for its use in the public 
schools as history. 

If the record of that people be so valu
able, as a history only, as to make it 
essential that above all others it shall be 
used as a history, then why is it that 
those who want it so, do not insist that 
the history of that people since Bible 
times shall be taught also. But no such 
request was ever heard of, and never 
would be if the Bible were history only, 
as Xenophon or Tacitus is .history. But 
these men, knowing that it is impossible 
for the State to teach religion, and know
ing that it is wrong for the State to tax 
all the people in order to teach to all, the 
religion of a few-,-knowing all this they 
have not the face ·to ask that the Bible 
shall be used in the schools for what it is, 
and therefore they hope to get it used for 
what it is, by getting the State to adopt 
it and use it for what it is not. The plea 
is essentially dishonest, and it is difficult 
to see how those who make it do not know 
that it is dishonest. 

As for the New Testament there is no 
pretense that this is history in any sense. 
In the four gospels there :is a sketch of 

the four years of the life of Christ, but. 
the fullest of these contributions to the 
sketch says lJlainly, that JJO attempt is 

. made to write a, complete record because 
no reasonable number of books could con
tain it if it were written; but that that 
which is written, was written "that ye 
migllt believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through hi~ name." 

:J'he Bible record, from beginning to 
end, is but a record of Jesus Christ. This 
verse which we have just quoted not only 
tell's the object of . the writings of the 
gospel, but the object of the writing of 
the whole Bible, and that is that men 
might believe that Christ is the Son of 
God; and that believing they might have 
life through his name. He is the Lamb 
of God slain from the foundation of the 
world. . He is the seed of the woman, that 
was promised before the first pair were 
driven from the garden. He is the one 
to whom ·almost the last words in the 
Bible are addressed, "Even so come Lord 
Jesus." "He is the alpha and the omega, 
the beginning an~ the end, the first and 
the last," all the way through the Bible. 
And therefore any proposition that is 
ever made by any one to teach the Bible, 
or to use it in any way, other than as the 
record of Christ, is to propose that the 
record of Christ shall be taught with 
Christ left out. It is, in short, only an 
attempt to rob the world of Christ and 
his gifts to men. And such will be the 
only tendency wherever the Bible is used 
for anything else than just what it is, 
namely, the revelation of God concerning 
his eternal purpose in Christ Jesus the 
Sa vi our of men. A. T. J. 

Talk fs Talk. 

THE following qiwtation from the Buf
falo Ohr·istian Aclvocate, of May 15, 1890, 
is credited to Rev. Dr. Thomas Dixon, a 
Baptist minister, of New York:-

This Nation was founded on the Decalogue and 
the ten commandments. The men who landed at 
Plymouth Rock, landed on their knees. The foun
dations of this Republic were cut from the quarry 
of God's eternal granite. Its foundation stones 
were laid in cement made with the tears and blood 
of Christian men and women. The man who has 
outgrown the Decalogue and the Golden Rule, has 
outgrown his usefulness in this Nation. 

This has the true National Reform ring. 
The argument is, This Nation has been a 
Christian nation from the beginning; 
therefore our Constitution must be revised 
so as to permit legislation on the Decalogue 
and the ten commanqments and the Golden 
Rule, in order to make this a Christian 
Nation. The tears and blood of Christian 
men and women, with which he says the 
foundation of our Nation was cemented, 
most naturally call to mind the persecu
tions of Baptists, Quakers, and others, 
before the formation of our peerless Con
stitution, the recurrence of which it was 
wisely designed to prevent. When men 

undertake to legislate for God and enforce 
his law, tears and blood flow as the result. 
To say a man has "outgrown his, useful
ness in this Nation," implies a desire for 
his banishment. Bigotry and intolerance 
go hand in hand. R. F. COTTRELL. 

A Good Utterance. 

ON the evening of August 26, a banquet 
was given in the First Congregational 
Church, Oakland, California, by the Con
gregational Club,· in honor of Rev. Dr. 
R. R. Meredith, of Brooklyn, New York, 
who was its guest. Many pastors of Con
gregational Churches in San Francisco, 
and the surrounding towns, were present. 

In response to several addresses, :ln 
which warm fraternal sentiments were 
expressed toward himself, Dr. Meredith 
said that two thoughts had been upper
most in his mind during his journey 
across the continent, and ·his thirty 
days' visit on the Coast. These thoughts 
were Christianity and the country. Of 
the former, he said: Strictly defined, its 
essential spirit is a missionary spirit. 
From its institution down to this day, 
its true work has been missionary work. 
The Church, which is the embodiment 
of ·Christianity, is necessarily a mis
sionary society; that and nothing else. 
Jesus Christ, the author of Christianity, 
and the founder of the Church, was him
self strictly a missionary; for he came to 
seek and to save them that were lost. 

As to the country, he firmly believed 
that God had, for centuries before it was 
settled, kept his hand upon this land J'or 
a peculiar purpose, keeping out the old 
nations until an appointed time. And 
this peculiar purpose, he believed, was to 
establish on this continent a nation in 
which the political an:d religious institu
tions should be kept utterly separate; iu 
short, a nation in which there should be 
not the shadow of a union of Church and 
State, and no· State support for church 
schools. And he thanked God for that 
purpose; for Christianity needs no aid, 
no support, from the State. Christianity 
has power within itself to stand alone; 
to accomplish its own mission; and should 
the day ever come in this country, when 
the Church, as in an hour of great temp
tation in the third century, joins hands 
with the State to accomplish her aims, 
that will be her day of peril,- and will seal 
the fate of the country. 

So far as Dr. Meredith's utterance is 
concerned, it is all right; but the trouble 
is, he does not realize what may consti
tute. a union of Church and State. The 
fact that he says, " Should the day ever 
come in this country when the Church 

. · joins hands with the State to ac
complish hf)r aims," etc., shows that he 
does not realize that the Church is quite 
generally doing that very thing· now, in 
asking the State to teach religion in the 
public schools, and to maintain Sunday 
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observance. And so, in spite of his op- · 
position to Church and State union, he 
may be expected to lend a hand to help 
it on. Yet we are glad of such utter
ances, for they call people's attention to 
the danger attending a union of Church 
and State, and so prepare them to oppose 
it when we show them that the principle 
of such a union is embodied in Sunday 
legislation.-Signs of the Times. 

Christianity and the State. 

WHETHER we view the relation of Chris
tianity and the State historically or prac
tically, we are forced to the conclusion 
that it is a question interwoven with the 
very fabric of national life. 

When Christ came, though surrounded 
by the ritualistic service of the Jew, and 
the magnificence of Roman rule in civil 
affairs, he taught a spiritual worship freed 
alike froni priestly and civil control. He 
established his kingdom not on coercion, 
but on love. When the Holy Ghost was 
poured out, Christianity, free from the 
shackles of State control, took giant strides 
forward. A. new power had come· into 
the world, and so great was its progress, 
that one hundred and six years after the 
ascension of Christ, Justin Martyr wrote: 
'' There is not a nation of Greek or Bar
barian, or of any other name, even of 
those who wander in tribes and live in 
tents, amongst whom prayers and thanks
giving are not offered to the Father and 
Creator of the universe by the name of 
the crucified Jesus." 

. From that time the Roman Empire and 
the kingdom not of this world were in 
deadly struggle for supremacy. Chris
tianity taught the meaning of manhood, 
crossed local boundaries and united un
sympathetic peoples. The world thrilled 
with moral electricity. Notwithstanding 
her obscure origin, her imperfect organ
ization, by the enthusiasm of her followers 
for the divine truth she contained, the 
Church triumphed over the empire and 
reached the throne of the Coosars. The 
prophetic visions of Isaiah seemed fulfill
ing,-" Darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people: but the Lord 
shall rise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. And Gentiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising." 

Constantine embraced Christianity be
cause he saw the waning power of the old 
gods, and the growing power of Christ. 
He united Church and State to the detri
ment of both. Its results were evil, and 
that continually. Christianity was. made 
popular and the Church became filled 
with unconverted heathens. The State 
fixed the standard of orthodbxy, spiritual
ity became paralyzed, and men sought by 
flattery and intrigues to rise to places of 
power.· Missionary enterprises became 
fewer, the theology of the Church intro
duced works as a part of the system of 

salvation, and the Dark Ages threw their 
shadow athwart the path of progress. 
The Inquisition with its cruelties came 
from the union of Church and State, as 
effect from cause. For when the Papacy 
had arisen and asserted supremacy over 
the governments of Europe, the State be
came the tool of the Church to punish 
heretics in property and person. The 
worst feature of European history for 
twelve hundred years came from that 
union. It was also a standing menace to 
free inquiry and reform.-Rev. W. B. 
Judd, Drew Theological Seminary, Madi
son, N .. J., in Oon1JErted Catholic. 

An Opportunity. 

THE World complains that "the closing 
of the season at the summer resorts of 
fashion finds the participants in the life at 
these places as satiated and fagged out as 
they were at the end of the winter." "They 
have," says the World, "simply changed 
the scene, and the form of social dissipa
tion, which makes so many of our fashion
able women haggard at thirty, and old at 
a time when they should be either in their 
prime or just entering upon that beautiful 
and poetic period described by the French 
wit and philosopher as 'the youth of old 
age.' To substitute breakfast parties, 
luncheons, balls, dress parades, and 'other 
forms of rivalry, feasting and excitement, 
in the country, for the pleasures of town 
in the winter, is to divert vacation from 
its uses, and to rob a change of its intended 
benefit. It is a part of the national habit 
of ' burning the candle at both ends,' 
which causes our women to 'fade early,' 
and gives us so many broken down or 
prematurely aged young men. It is a 
pity that a people with such ~ capacity 
for work should not be able to cultivate 
more of a genius for repose." 

Does not the World know that there is 
such a thing as paternalism in govern
ment ? and that this dissipation in the 
resorts of fashion affords an excellent op
portunity to demonstrate the benefits to 
be derived from the fatherly care of the 
police power of the State ? Why in the 
name of the logic of the American Sab
bath Union does not the World get a 
clause tacked on to the Sunday law re
quiring these people ''to cultivate more of 
a genius for repose," or at least to repose 
more, whether they cultivate the genius or 
not? Possibly those ministers who are so 
profoundly concerned about a civil rest 
with at least a moiety of religious regard, 
could be induced to incorporate something 
of this kind with the measures which they 
are now pushing so vigorously both in 
and out of Congress. If the paternal theory 
is worth anything, it certainly ought to 
afford protection to those who are com
pelled by that most relentless of all 
tyrants, Fashion, to neglect the taking of 
much needed rest. o. :P. B. 

They Seek Executive Authority Also. 

ON Sunday evening, September 14, the 
Kings County Sunday Observance Associ
ation held a meeting in the Fort Greene 
Presbyterian Church, in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Although not very numerously attended, 
considerable interest and enthusiasm was 
manifested on the part of the speakers. 

That which first impressed a portion of 
the audience, was the multiplicity of titles 
used to designate Sunday, and the fact 
that each of the speakers had one of his 
own. It was called, "Sabbath," "Chris
tian Sabbath," "American Sunday," and 
"Our day." Of all the titles used, we 
thought the last most appropriate, for 
certainly the amount of husbanding needed 
by this day, and from this class of religio
political guardians, would indicate its 
human origin, and dependence upon hu
man support. 

Dr. Taylor, Recording Secretary of the 
American Sabbath Union, told how at
tempts had been made in legislative halls 
to overthrow the day, and then presented 
a very forcible argument to show the per
petual existence of the Sabbath, and truth
fully remarked, that "you can't legislate 
the Sabbath out of 'the world, any more 
than you can legislate God out of the 
world." Now in all candor we fail to see 
why it is necessary to make so much ado 
to have a day protected as· the Sabbath, 
by human enactments, as this organization 
seeks to do for Sunday, except on tne 
ground that it is "Our day," and nothing 
more. 

Rev. Taylor had much to say in regard 
to the opposition 'by rum, and railroad 
corporations, to all Sunday laws. He 
spoke of the many Sunday excursions, 
especially in New Jersey; and signifi
cantly remarked that "one church [Pres
byterian he thought], has been almost 
broken up by these Sunday excursions." 

The Rev. Edwin P. Ide aroused some 
profitable reflections by saying, "I am 
not afraid of corporations, but of the 
apathy of the Christian churches." After 
this speech, the president, Rev. , A.. A.. · 
Robbins, frankly admitted the truth{nl
ness of Mr. Ide's statements, and also 
added that in an attempt by himself and 
others, to get the aldermen to enforce the 
law with regard to the delivery of ice
cream after ten A: M., on Sunday, they 
~ere told that nothing could be done, for 
it was principally the church people who 
wanted the cream. 

In an appeal for means to help in the 
work of the organization, one of the mem
bers spo;ke of the violation of Sunday laws 
as being a ''sin," and said, '' because of 
a lack of ·means, we cannot punish them 
[those who break Sunday laws] until it is 
too late." Thus the clergy seek to make 
men good by law, and set themselves up 
as proper persons to punish evil-doers. 

0HAS. F. PARMELE. 
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Strange Reasons. 

SOMETIMES when men are ~orking for 
an object which in itself is not likely 
to meet with public favor, they give 
strano-e reasons for their course of pro-. 0 . 

cedure. This is forcibly illustrated by 
many of the excuses given for trying to 
force the observance of Sunday upon this 
Nation by those who style themselves 
National Reformers. • 

In the book, "The Sabbath for Man," 
by W. F. Crafts, some very strange argu
ments ~re used to show why the laboring 
man should be made to keep Sunday. The 

· authol' argues that Sunday, if kept, will 
give a man one third as much time for 
studying as he would get in a college 
course in the same time; also by keeping 
Sunday twenty-one years, a man would 
have as much time for mental improve
ment as he would get in a' common college 
course. And further, that a life of seventy 
years of well-spent Sundays would give 
one's mind opportunity for improvement 
equal in time, to three college cour~es. 
From this reasoning it would seem that 
the main object of Sunday legislation 
is a purely educational one. 

Then. he goes on to say that many of 
the Sunday-keeping workmen of a few 
years ago are the capitalists and leaders 
of to-day. Here this zealous advocate of 
Sunday legislation attempts to prove that 
the working man needs to keep Sunday 
to better his financial condition, and also 
he needs it to give him influence and 
power. Thus he gives as results of good 
Sunday keeping, education, wealth, ·and 
influence- things which human nature 
most earnestly desires. 

But there seems to be a serious objection 
to these arguments, and that is, that not
withstanding the predicted results of com
pulsory Sunday observan.ce are so much 
to be desired by the laboring man, he 
himself is not much in favor of having 
hi~ rights restricted on even one day of 
tlie week; and therefore is not in favor of 
Sunday · legislation. So after using the 
foregoing arguments, which Mr. Crafts 
calls "great facts," he thus explains why 
the laboring man, generally, does not 
favor his Sunday-keeping schemes:-

Blind to these great facts, a Shoe Laste1:s' Union 
in Brooklyn, at the publication of the new Penal 
Code of New York in 1882, adopted a paper which 
thus describes the Sabbath laws:-

We learn with regret that the churches are joining hands 
with tyranny and capital for the purpose of suppressing liberty, 
and oppressing the laborer-

Sentimei~ts representative of many labo:· organiza
tions, which show that holiday Sundays prevent those 
who follow them from learning the A B C of po
litical science, and keep them in such ignorance of 
the true meaning of liberty that they mistake its 
champions for oppressors. 

According to this, the poor laboring man 
is indeed in a dilemma. He has never 
taken advantage of his Sunday "educac 

· tional" privileges, and so is blind-so 
blind that he cannot see his only source 
of education. 'rhe only way to get him 

out of this difficulty, Mr. Crafts thinks, 
is to force him to keep Sunday until he 
learns to apprec.iate these great blessings 
of education, wealth, and influence, a,nd 
until he learns the "true meaning of lib
erty." This is what Mr. Crafts and his 
friends who have probably kept Sunday 
long t;Jnough to appreciate these "great 
facts," purpose to do for the benefit of the 
laboring man. 

It is a useless expenditure of time to 
point out the fallacy of s~ch arguments, 
as any thoughtful person, whether he has 
properly kept Sunday or not, can see the 
foolishness of such reasoning; but one is 
reminded by the course which these "re
formers " propose to pursue, of the kind 
parents who tied their son to the bed-post 
Sunday morning, and left him there till he 
could repeat the hymn beginning-

Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lord, I love. 

It is presumable that this boy liked 
rather to play or go a-fishing than to 
attend church. His parents enjoyed 
church privileges and were very anxious 
that their son should learn to love and 
reverence the day as they did, and the 
only way they could see to accomplish 
this happy result was to force him to rest 
on Sunday, and learn to repeat sacred 
hymns until he .learned to love to spend 
his Sundays ,jn this way. It resulted\ 
probably, i~1 the same way that all compul
sory Sunday observance would. 

There is a blessedness in keeping the 
Sabbath, as there is in doing all of God's 
commands, which none but those who are 
Christians in fact can apprecia.te. He 
who feels this blessedness has the least 
disposition of all men to attempt to force 
it upon others, because it came to him in 
quite another way, and he knows it must 
come to others in the same way that it 
came to him; ana he has learned that 
Christ's kingdom is not a kingdom of force, 
but its ruling element is love. 

"The Sabbath was made for man "-for 
his highest good intellectually, physically, 
and morally. It was given to him as a 
reminder of his obligations to the true 
God, the fear of whom "is the beginning 
of wisdom." Man was not made for the 
Sabbath,-he was not made +,o protect it 
by law, or in any other way. God will 
do that work for his own day, and in his 
own good way. S. 0. LANE. 

Letter From New Hampshire. 

Keene, N. H., Sept. 8, 1890. 
EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL- Dear 

Sirs: Through your courtesy, or that of 
some mindful friend, I have received sev
eral copies of THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Each succeeding number has but con
firmed the good opinion I had of it from 
the first. It is indeed a tower of strength 
-a veritable Sams<;m demolishing the 
pillars and supports of both arrogance 
and ignorance, as manifested through sec
tarian bigotry. I wish it continued, and 

enclose a year's subscription, one dollar, 
therefor. 

I sent for and obtained, of you, some 
weeks ago, "The National Sunday Law," 
which, for sound argument and logic, 
backed by historical and other facts, is 
unequalled by anything bearing on the 
sul)ject, that has come to me. The efforts 
of Senator Blair to promote temperance 
and educational interests, apart from sec
tarian influences, are to be commended. 
But that he should be influenced to op
pose constitutional liberties, which he was 
chosen to protect and maintain, is not only 
a matter of surprise to many of his former 
supporters, but to all whose sense of honor 
and justice is superior to their desire to 
bring others to their standard of thought 
and action. 

The attempt to hoodwink the public 
into the belief that the Sunday- reflt bill 
is secular in its intent and object, is a sub
terfuge too transparent to mislead any but 
those whose mental ability is too weak to 
distinguish between right and foul injus
tice, or those ever ready to accept the 
religious tenets of their spiritual teachers 
without m~amination. 

Force bills, or measures, may be al
lowable in some directions, but never in 
denying the right of conscience in matters 
of religious beliefs 'Or Sabbath observ
ances. It was in view of the intolerance 
of the church, of its "history traced in 
blood "-disgraceful to the lowest order of 
barbarians-that the framers of our Gov
ernment wisely ordained that Church and 
State should be widely separated. And it 
is indeed a matter of surprise that in this 
progressive day a1:..d age, there should be 
found in our national councils, men so 
unmindful of the rights of the people 
they were chosen to protect, as to thus 
lend their influence to weaken and abro
gate the sa,feguards of our constitutional 
rights and liberties. -

IRA w. RUSSELL. 
--- •-+•·----

CHRISTIANITY and Churchism are two 
very different things. Christianity is a 
scheme of virtue and benevolence for the 
elevation of mankind. Churchism is a 
scheme of churchmen for power, plunder, 
and persecution. Our fathers utterly re
pudiated Churchism, refusing it either 
power or money; but said nothing of re
ligion proper. Th·e Churches of Rome, 
Russia, England, Turkey, and Mormon
dam are as far from Christ as day from 
night. In the United States is the only 
true Church with power to persuade; but 
none to tax, persecute, curse, or injure. 
Our fathers placed it just ~here it should 
be.-Political Record, San Francisco, Cal. 

"HAs civil government," inquires the 
Orleans Herald, " any right to administer 
divine law?" Certainly not; for civil 
government to attempt such a thing 
would be to put itself in the place of God, 

I 
and destroy individual responsibility to 
God. 
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while, its ;egular line of work will not be 
intermitted. 

This is a showing which cannot fail to 
interest and encourage ~11 members of the 
Association, and many others to whose 
notice it will be brought. A greater work 
is before it the coming year, which calls 
for the enthusiastic work of the friends of 
Religious Liberty, in adding _to its num
bers, influell,ce, and financial strength. 

Public Schools. 

WHAT ARE THEY ? FOR WHAT PURPOSE 

MAINTAINED ? 

OuR system of free public schools is 
now legally established in all the States, 
and supported by a strong public senti-

225 A ST., N. E., WASHINGToN; 28 CoLLEGE Pw.cE, oarcAoo. ment. The public school has myriads of 

0. ELDRIDGE, · 

W. H. McKEE, 

N. R. L. A. Statistics. 

President. 
Secretary. 

friends, and but few avowed enemies. 
There is, however, a misconception, on 
the part of some, as to what they are, and 
for what purpose they are maintained. 
Some regard the public schools as semi-

THE following statistics, of the National religious, originated and maintained for 
Religious Liberty Association, are of inter- the purpose of teaching, among other 
est: Organized July 21, 1889, with an things, the doctrines of the Christian re
enrollment of llO, its membership has ligion. Without stopping to show how 
increased regularly and rapidly, 439 new impossible it would be, in this land of 
names being the record for last July. every diversity of creed, from that of the 
Vice -presidents, secretaries, and press Mussulman to that of the Methodist, to 
agents in the different States number teach a religion without do,ing violence to 
seventy-five; local press agents, 600~ ·~some tax-payer:s ideas of the only true 
During the year, the Association has se- faith, let us examine the origin and intent 
cured the publication of general articles, of the public schools. 
and reports of persecution of its members The civil Government has created and 
in Tennessee and Georgia, in the leading maintained the public school for self
papers of the country, and in hundreds of preservation. Ignorance may prolong the 
local papers. ·These articles and accounts existence of a despotic form of govern
have drawn out numerous editorials in ment, but the stability of a republic in 
defense of the principles of Religious Lib- which the responsibility of government 
erty, and favorable to the work of the rests on all alike, depends upon the in
Association. By this means the Associa- telligent action of the mass of the people. 
tion has become favorably known to the Realizing this, each State has made pro
public. One million, six hundred and vision for the maintenance of a system of 
eighty-three thousand, three hundred and free public schools, by universal taxation, 
ninety-one pages of literature have been -Protestants, Catholics, Jews, and infi
printed and circulated in the interest of dels· being taxed alike for their support. 
Religious Liberty. Lectures have been The public school rests upon the founda
delivered, and reported in the newspapers tion of political nec.essity. It has in view, 
in the several States. Its members have not only the happiness and well-being of 
appeared before both national and State the individual, but the preservation of the 
legislatures, and their efforts have been State, and is therefore a purely civil insti
crowned with marked success. Over $1,000 tution maintained for political purposes,
has been expended in the Southern field, neither in the interest of, nor in opposition 
in defense of persec1J.ted members, and to, religion. The public schools, as apart 
$2,000 more in the printing and circula- of our governmental policy, come under 
tion of literature. Lincoln's definition of government; they 

During the coming year the Association are " of the people, by the people, and for 
will publish a book of several hundred the people." They are neither by nor for 
pages, entitled, "American State Papers," the Protestant, ~he Catholic, nor the infi
-a compendium of congressional and del, as such, but are for the people, with
judicial action relative to Sunday legisla- out reference to religion. 
tion. This work will be placed in the It is an undisputed principle in political 
hands of congressmen, judges, lawyers, economy, that the State may appropriate 
etc. Another work will be prepared with money raised by taxatiqn to purposes 
particular reference to use in State legis- which are only of general necessity or of 
latures. TheSocietywillalsocarrythecase supreme utility, and,which can be attained 
of R. :M. King before the United States by the State only, or by the State to a 
District Court, and possibly before the degree or in a way very superior to 
3upreme Court of the Nation. Mean• those of private effort. It is on this 

principle that the State refuses to require 
the teaching of religion in the public 
school supported by general taxation. 
The teaching of religion is not an object 
to be attained by the State only, neither 
can the objects of religion be attained by 
the State to a degree or in a way superior 
to those of private 'effort. All history 
proves that the State, as a teacher of re
ligion, is a.disastrous failure. In placing 
the common school on a purely civil basis, 
the State does not, in any way, antagonize 
religion. It is simply an acknowledgment 
that the teaching of religion is outside its 
jurisdiction; that religion is a matter not 
to be handled by the State. · 

While this view of the public school is 
regarded by the majority as self-evident, 
there are some who, because of this atti
tude of our schools toward religion, de
clare that they are '' godless." This comes 
from a misconception of the province of 
civil Government, and the mission of the 
public school. Had God delegated to civil 
Government the teaching of religion, a 
failure to do it by means of the public 
school might merit such criticism. The 
State, in providing for the teaching of 
reading, writing, and mathematics, with
out teaching religion, is simply attending 
to its legitimate business, which the 
Church does whfn it attends to the teach
ing of religion. The term godless cannot 
be applied with any more consistency to 
the common school because the Bible is 
not read and religion is not taught in it, 
than it can be to schools of phonography, 
telegraphy, or art, because the Bible is 
not taught in them, or than the term 
traitor can be applied to the Church, be
cause it does not teach the principles of 
civil government, civil engineering, and 
military tactics. 

The u~paralleled success achieved· by 
our system of free public schools, is due 
in great part to their freedom from that 
disturbing element, religious controversy. 
Had our public schools taught a system of 
religion which antagonized the beliefs of 
the Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, 
Universalists, Unitarians, Jews, or infi
dels, they would not have been supported 
and patronized as they are to-day. When 
the course of study in the public schools 
is con:(ined to secular instruction, and the 
teaching of religion is left to the parent, 
the denominational school, and the Church, 
all classes .can patronize them. But let 
religion be taught, and all whose views of 
religion are antagonized, are compelled, 
in self-defense, to withdraw their children 
from the schools which they are. taxed to 
maintain. Our public schools have been, 
and ever will be, the main arteries through 
which is furnished the life-blood of our 
glorious Republic; and, in view of this, 
should be carefully guarded against the 
introduction of anything which is foreign 
to them, and destructive of their useful- · 
ness.-A. F. Ballenger, in N. R. L. A. 
Leaflet. 
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THE statement comes from Winnipeg, 
that a serious charge has been brought 
against Lieutenant - Governor Royal, of 
Northwest Territory, who has been pur
chasing books for the Government library, 
and who confined his purchases to Roman 
Catholic works, only. 

THE Red Bank, New Jersey, Register, in 
vigorously opposing the enforcement of 
Sunday laws, says that there should be no 
such laws, and boasts that while in Red 
Bank there is an utter disregard of Sun
day laws, yet the "town has the reputa
tion of being the quietest and best ordered 
in the State," and, "unlike every other 
town in the county of Monmouth, there is 
no illegal liquor selling." 

MINISTER's wife (Sunday morning)-' 'Is 
it possible, my dear, 'that after all you 
have said about Sunday newspapers, you 
are reading one ? " 

Minister (very much hurt)-'' You ought 
to know me better than that, Maria; this 
is last evening's paper. "-The Epoch. 

We presume that this minister was read 
ing that great exponent of moral ideas, 
published in this city, which demands 
rigid Sunday laws, advertises Sunday ex
cursions, and which, while denouncing 
Sunday papers as demoralizing, suggests 
that the columns of its Saturday evening 
edition always contain matter suitable for 
Sunday reading. 

THE Christian Statesman, ofthe4th inst., 
has quite a lengthy criticism of Senator 
Blackburn's eulogy upon the late Senator 
Beck, because in making that eulogy Sena
tor Blackburn uttered sentiments which are 
not, in the opinion of the Statesman, in har
mony with the teaching of the Christian 
religion. The Statesman does not ques
tion the right of Senator Blackburn to 
hold whatever religious views that may 
seem to him good, but it challenges his 
right to air them as a representative of a 
"people who are overwhelmingly Chris
tian." And yet this is just the authority 
that the National Reformers are proposing 
to give to Congress and to the courts. 
They propose to recognize Christianity as 
the religion of this Nation, and then in 
their own words they must either have a 

standard of Christianity or else admit 
anything which claims to be Christianity. 
But who will make this standard of relig
ion ? Evidently just such men as Senator 
Blackburn, a man who, though an honest 
man as the world goes, and an able legis
lator, knows little more of what Chris
tianity really is, than a Hottentot does 
of calculus. The Statesman ought not 
t9 object to a little of its own medicine, as 
a foretaste of what may be in the future. 

THE Churchman, .of this city, closes a 
careful review of the debate upon the bill 
to enlarge the appropriation for the Ro
man Catholic Bureau of Education, by 
calling on all Protestant societies receiv
ing Government aid, to purge themselves 
in this matter by refusing any longer to 
participate, and says: "As it is to-day, by 
reason of participation, eyes are blinded 
and lips ::tre dumb in the presence of 
wrong, and a department of the National 
Government made subservient to the Ro
man hierarchy." THE AMERICAN SEN
TINEL made the same suggestion some 
weeks ago, but, so far as we know, it has 
not been adopted, and we look for no bet
ter result from the good advice given by 
the Churchman. 

RE;v. J. D. GILLIAN, Secretary of the 
Utah Mission of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, says:-

The devotees of no :faction are so heartlessly cruel 
as those of a false religion. Mohammed's scheme to 
convert the world with the sword is but the com
mon index to the character of them who are zeal
ously wrong. '' By their :fruits ye shall know them." 
Catholicism of the Middle Ages illustrate,; the fact 
of the same possibility existing under the guise of 
Christianity. Intolerance is the first sign of the 
fanatic. 

To " convert by the sword" is simply 
to " convert " by force; the same is true 
of ''converting " by civil law; and yet 
many who can plainly see the iniquity of 
the former, can see no impropriety in the 
latter. And why not ?-simply because 
the ·law is their weapon, whereas the 
sword was wielded by others. N everthe
less, in condemning the sword they con
demn force, and in condemning force they 
unwittingly condemn their own appeal to 
civil law. --------··--------

A CORRESPONDENT of the Voice, writing 
from Nebraska, says that he thinks that 
Prohibitionists are treading on dangerous 
ground when they "make an exception, 
in prohibitory laws, of wines used for 
'sacrameiital' purposes." He does not see 
''how any Christian Prohibitionist can 
propose or advocate alcoholic liquor for 
sacra men tal purposes." To this the Voice 
replies that it does not advocate the use of 
alcoholic wine in the communion. "We 
simply say that it is not the province of 
legislators to decide whether or not the 
sacramental wine should be fermented. 
A law which prohibited the manufacture 

of fermented wines for sacramental pur
poses would go beyond the proper province 
of law, and cause many sincere Christians 
either to Violate the law or to violate what 
they believe to be the injunction of Christ. 
There is no necessity for that." This is a 
serious question, and should give pause to 
some of the ultra- Prohibitionists who 
want to enforce upon everybody their ideas 
not only of temperance, but of religion as 
well. Even the Voice should pause long 
enough to answer candidly, whether some 
of the legislation which it advocates 
would not interfere quite as seriously 
with religious liberty as would the pro
hibition of fermented wine in the com
munion. 

THE World publishes an interview with 
a clergyman, whose name it does not give, 
and prefaces it with this explanation:-

He said, at the outset, that his only object was to 
correct some popular errors as to the observance of 
·Sunday in Bib'lical times, and to show exactly how 
the matter was then regarded. 

Then follows an account of Christ's 
doings upon the Sabbath, and even Ne
hemiah's words concerning the Sabbath, 
(Neh. 8: 10), are quoted to show how Sun
day was observed in Bible times. It 
would be just as appropriate to quote 
Herodotus, to show how the Egyptians 
celebrated the Fourth of July. It actually 
seems that even a great many newspaper 
men don't know that Sunday is not the 
day called "the Sabbath" in the Script-
ures. 

-----·~·-----

GERMANY is not only a "Christian 
country," but it is a Protestant country, 
and religion is regularly taught in all the 
public schools, yet D. Adolf Harnack, one 
of the most prominent theologians of Ger
many, declares that if the Lutheran 
Church is not to fall in ruins altogether, 
she "must change her Confession, her style 
of sermons, and her teachings, not accord
ing to the wishes of the day, but accord
ing to the indisputable knowledge we have 
gained." Infidelity seems to be rapidly on 
the increase, and the law is vainly invoked 
to stay the rising tide of unbelief. This 
proves nothing against Christianity, bt~t 
it is another demonstration of the utter 
impotency of a State religion, either to 
give or to coll'Serve a proper moral tone in 
a people. 
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REFORMS are not to co'rn.e from political 
organizations, but from your own individ
ual work and mine. In order to make 
that example effective we must be on the 
side of right and justice.-Ool. R. W. 
Thompson, Terre Haute, Ind. 

AFTER speaking of the adherence of 
Seventh.:day Adventists to the secular 
theory of government, the Christian 
Statesman says:-

Many other Christian people, including many 
ministers of religion, are intelligl;>.nt and· thorough
going secularists in their political beliefs. 

Certainly they are; and their numbers 
are rapidly increasing. Nor is this 
strange, since the attention of thousands 
is now being called to this question who 
never before gave it a serious thought. 

WE have often said that the great un
derlying motive of the Sunday-law agi
tators is a desire to secure the co-operation 
of the State in making men religious. 
Mr. Crafts, the founder of the American 
Sabbath Union, denies this; but Rev. D. 
C. Knowles, D. D. says that that is the 
whole "problem in a nutshell." In an 
article in the New York Christian Advo
cate, of September 4, Mr. Knowles says:-

This Nation needs to cultivate a profound respect 
for law by showing its true relations to individual 
and public good. This is especially applicable to 
Sunday legislation. Multitudes are indifferent to 
laws relating to secular business on Sunday, be
cause they think men are not made good by law. 
They feel that moral agencies alone are to be 
trusted; but how can moral agencies have their 
fullest infiu~nce on the publi~ consciw~e unless 

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 2, 1890. 

law shall lay its prohibitory hand on the whirring 
wheels of business, and command, ''Peace, be still ? " 
Human cupidity will destroy that Sabbath calm 
which is so peculiar to our American Sabbath un
less we an·est its action by law. When that relig
ious calm has departed, how can our moral agencies 
reach the masses? This is the problem we have 
before us. The soul needs quiet if it would appre
hend God and duty, and this quiet is the product of 
law. Discard the law and the quiet goes with it, 
and ere long all forms of industry will be in full 
blast. It is our duty to have conditions most favor
able to the saving influences of the Gospel, and this 
is the Sabbath problem in a nutshell. 

This is a plain confession of just that 
which we have always asserted, namely, 
that Sunday laws are directly in the in
terests of religion, and that they are- de
signed to be so. 

Those Non-Sectarian Sects. 

ON the subject of the appropriation by 
Congress of public money to church 
schools, we have already gi"ll'en the history 
and the facts. We have also noticed the 
protest that was entered after it was dis
covered by the Protestant churches in
volved, that the Roman Catholic Church 
was getting an increase when they could 
get none. But, as already shown, there 
was nothing heard of the protest by 
any of the Protestant churches so long as 
they, with the Catholic Church, got their 
proportionate share of the. public plunder. 
It was only when they discovered that the 
Catholic Church was getting something 
that they could not get, that a protest was 
raised. 

This illustrates the beauties of that idea 
of non-sectarian religion, that is made so 
much of nowadays, and which is de
manded shall be taught by the State and 
the Nation in the public schools. By 
this it is seen that the theory of the non
sectarian religion is apparently a very 
nice thing, and seems to work very well 
so long as each sect gets its proportion of 
the public plunder; but just as soon as 
one . denomination gets a little advan
tage over the other, then the jealousy 
of all the others is aroused; that denomin
ation instantly becomes '' sectarian," and 

NUMBER 39. 

whatever· appropriation is made to it be
comes an appropriation for " sectarian" 
uses. All the other non-sectarian sects 
then stand up nobly, and in righteous in
dignation virtuously "defend American 
institutions " from the encroachments of 
sectarianism. 

In this we speak from the Record. 
Among the protests that were made in Con
gress on this subject when it was under 
consideration, was one from that so-called 
League for the Protection of American 
Institutions, which has its headquarters 
in this city. From all that we can gather, 
it appears that the chief protest was 
raised and carried on by this League, and 
the following is a part, if not all, of the 
protest that was made. It was read by 
Senator Jones, of Arkansas, as a statement 
which had been sent to him by an "emi
nent man, a minister, resident of New 
York:"-

Last year there was given to the Roman Catholics, 
for Indian education, $356,000. They demanded 
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs $44, 000 
more, making a total of over $400,000. The request 
was denied, and the Commissioner announced that 
he would not extend the contract system, and would 
make no contracts with new schools. On this the 
Catholics endeavored to defeat his confirmations, 
but did not succeed. 

Foiled in this raid upon the public treasury, they 
then attempted to accomplish their ends through Con
gress. In the Indian Appropriation bill as intro
duced into the House of Representatives there are 
two items, one appropriating $8,830 for a Romari 
Catholic school at Rensselaer, Indiana, and the 
other appropriating $12,500 for a Roman Catholic 
school to be opened among the Mission Indians 
in California. 

The special appropriations for the Roman Catho
lics in the Indian bill for last year were, for St. Ig
natius school in Montana $45,000, and for Roman 
Catholic schools in Minnesota $80,000. This made 
a total last year of $75,000. The total amount this 
year is $95, 830. In addition to this large sum they 
will demand of the Commissioner, doubtless, the 
same amount granted them. last year. 

It should be remembered that in 1886 the· amount 
of money secured from the Government by the 
Roman Catholics was $184,000, and in 1890 it had 
reached the large sum of $B56, 000. Is it not time 
that this perversion of public money to sectarian 
uses should cease ? 

Now that would be an excellent protest 
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if it were an honest one; It would be a 
strong one if it were only fair. From 
this statement alone, nobody would ever 
get the idea that any· church but the 
Catholic was engaged in this ·'raid upon 
the pil.blic treasury," or had been a ben
eficiary of ·" this perversion of public 
money to sectarian uses." Yet this state
ment was written · and distributed to 
United States senators by a minister
clearly a Protestant minister. Was that 
ministerRev. James M. King, D. D., Gen
eral Secretary of the National League for 
the Protection of American Institutions? 
It was written by a minister who knew 
the facts; and he knew that last year 
while the Roman Catholics received $356,-
967, the Protestants received $204,993. 
He knew that while the Roman Catholics 
asked an increase of $44,000, the Protest
ants also requested the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs to increase the appropria
tion to them. He knew that in 1886 al
though the Roman Catholics received $118,-
343, the Protestants at the same time from 
the same source received $109,916; and he 
knew that although in 1890 the appropria
tion to the Roman Catholic Church had 
"reached the large sum of $356,967," the 
amount secured by the Protestants in the 
same time, and from the same source, had 
also reached the large sum of $204;993. 
Yet in the face of these figures showing 
the large amount of money received by 
Protestant denominations from the public 
treasury for church uses, he says not a 
word about it, and lays againRt the Roman 
Catholics only, as though they were the 
only guilty parties in the whole transac
tion, the charge of that "raid upon the 
public treasury," and protests against and 
denounces this '' peJ;version of public 
money to sectarian uses." 

Now if the Roman Catholics' securing 
from the national Government $118,343 
was a "raid upon the public treasury," 
the securing by Protestants from the same 
source $109,016 is just as certainly a raid 
upon the public treasury; and if the con
tinuation and increase of the appropriation 
to the Roman Catholics up to the amount 
of $356,967 was a continuous raid upon 
the public treasury, then the continuation 
1and the increase of the appropriation from 
the same source to Protestants up to the 

· amount of $204,993 was just as certainly 
a continuous raid upon the public treas
ury; the only difference being that the 
raid of the Protestants was not · quite so 
successful as the raid of the Catholics. 

Nor is it exactly correct to put it in this 
way. The raid was not made by the 
party in two distinct divisions. They 
were united in solid phalanx in the raid, 
each division supporting the other. It 
was only when the Protestants. found that 
the Catholics were securing a little more 
plunder than they could seize, that there 
was any division at all among the invad
ing host, or that there was among them 
any idea that their action was a raid upon 

the ·public treasury. As soon as this was 
discovered, however, the invading hosts 
separated in two divisions-the "secta~ 

rian" and the "non-seck:ian,"-andthe 
Protestants, the '' non-sectarian " division, 
suddenly discovered that there was ·a 
" raid being made upon the public treas
ury>" and that there was being carried on 
a "serious perversion of public money to 
sectarian uses." 

This is a hint, but a powerful one, of 
what would come of the non-sec.tarian re
ligion which the National League for the 
Protection of American Institutions de
mands shall be taught in the public 
schools, and established by constitutional 
amendment. It would soon end in the. 
total destruction of the whole public school 
system. And that is just what this League 
means. Instead of the protection of Amer
ican institutions, it means the destruction 
of the most sacred of these institutions. 

A. T. J. 

The Sunday Question. 

REv. W. F. CRAFTS makes this state
ment:-

To· put most men where they must choose be
tween losing their position or their rest day, is to 
" force them into Sunday work." 

This, we think, is by no means a neces
sary conclusion, nor even a logical one. 
To put men where they must choose be
tween two things is not to force them to 
cho_ose a particular one of the two, but 
simply'to make a choice. Otherwise there 
is no choosing about the matter. Many 
of the early Christians were forced to 
choose between losing their lives and de
nying their faith by paying homage to 
idols in accordance with Roman law. 
They were forced to make a choice, and 
the nature of their choice determined 
their fidelity or infidelity to the cause 
they professed to love. The same is true of 
choosing between losing a position, and a 
day of rest. The choice made would sim
ply determine which had the stronger 
hold upon the person choosing; and to say 
that most men, if forced to make a choice 
between the two, would give up the day, 
is equivalent to saying that most men 
would not do •what they believe to be 
right, or that they have very little regard 
for the day. The former is not very 
complimentary to the man, nor the latter 
to the day. 

What is needed, is conscience, and not 
law in the matter. No man is forced to 
work on· Sunday. There is no law com
pelling him to labor on that day. He can 
rest if he chooses, though in some in
stances he might thereby lose his posi
tion, which would be a sacrifice he would 
make to his religious convictions, showing 
his fidelity to principle. Some man in 
search of an honest employe would hire 
him the next day. If all men conscien
tiously believed in keeping Sunday, and 
would adhere to their conscien.tious belief, 
the forcing would be on the other side. 

Factories, mills, and railroads would be 
forced to stop on Sunday for lack of hands 
to run them. There are two sides to this 
question. Let the battle on the Sabbath 

. question be· fought out on the line of con
science an:d moral suasion, and not on the 
battle~field of a compulsory ecclesiastical . 
law. Such laws come to us with a bloody 
record;-W. A. Colcord, in Washington 
Post. 

The State and Parochial Schools. 

ANOTHER most important phase of State 
interference with church schools is that 
in which it is advocated that the State 
must prohibit the Roman Catholic Church 
from excommunicating members of that 
church who persist in sending their chil
dren to the public school. And of all 
phases of the question this most betrays 
the silly blindness and unreasoning dull
ness of those who advocate the measure. 

The facts upon which this claim is based 
a;re these : Where there is not a sufficient 
number of Roman Catholic children to 
form a school of their own, the parents 
are allowed to send them to the public 
school; but where there is a sufficient 
number a church school is to be estab
lished, and Roman Catholics are required, 
by t.he church, to send their children to 
that school. T'hey are required to do 

·this under penalty of church discipline. 
For inshnce, if there is a church school, 
and a Roman Catholic parent sends his 
child to the public school instead, the 
bishop or the priest will command him 
to send,his child to the church school. If 
he disobeys, then the eucharist will be 
withheld from him. If he persists in 
sending his child to the public school, the 
next step will be excommunication, that 
is, turning him out of the church entirely, 
and if he should die he would not be 
buried in consecrated ground. 

The claim that is made on these facts 
is, that in so doing the Catholic Church 
is making war upon the public schools, 
and in that is making war upon the State. 
Therefore the State in self-defense must 
prohibit the Roman Catholic Church from 
exercising church discipline upon any of 
its members who send their children to 
the public school in disobedience to church 
orders. 

This claim is made up of a whole bundle 
of absurdities, and is composed of nothing 
else. First, it is a confession that the 
public school, and therefore the State, 
is dependent upon the Roman Catholic 
children for its existence; and that it is 
so weak that it cannot bear the effect of 
Roman Catholic excommunication in op
position. If this be so, neither the Roman 
Catholics, nor anybody else, can reason
ably be blamed for not wanting to send 
their children to the· public school. But 
such is not the case. The public school 
is not dependent upon the Roman Cath
olic children for its existence, and neither 
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the public school nor the State is in the 
sligh.test danger from all the Roman 
Catholic excommunications that could be 
pronounced in a thousand years. 

Further, this claim demands that the 
State shall assume control over the dis
cipline of the Catholic Church in this 
particular thing. But that involves a 
union of the Roman Catholic Church 
and the State, and if the State may as
sume jurisdiction over the discipline of 
that church it may exercise it also over the 
discipline of every other church; and if 
the State may assume jurisdiction over 
the Roman. Catholic Church in this one 
thing, it may exercise jurisdiction in that 
Ghurch in everything that it chooses; and 
if in that church, it may do so in every 
other church, so that a union of Church 
and State is upavoidable in any attempt 
to enforce the .claim that is mftde in behalf 
of it. 

.Again, this claim is made by those who 
profess· to be Protestants, or at least, if 
not Protestants in faith, strong opponents 
of the whole Roman Catholic system. 
Yet. their position is, that the power and 
authority of the State shall be exercised 
in prohibiting the Roman Catholic Church 
'from excommunicating any of its mem
bers. Therefore the proper thing for 
them to do, would be to put forth their 
utmost efforts to make the public school 
as nearly perfect as possible, so that every 
Roman Catholic parent would choose to 
send his child . there instead of to the 
parochial schQol, and thus get himself 
excommunicated. This would soon make 
the Roman Catholic Church so small that 
even the danger which these pa:r;ties dread 
would be utterly dispelled. 

As for THE AMERICAN SENTINEL, we be
lieve in the public school, and support it 
heartily; and we are opposed to the whole 
Roman Catholic system from beginning 
to end. But we shall.never sanction for 
an instant, any proposit.ion for the enact
ment of a law, either constitutional or 
statutory, to prohibit the Roman Catholic 

·Church, or any other church, from exercis
ing to the fullest extent all the provl.sions 
of its discipline upon any church mem
ber who chooses to send his children to 
the public school instead of to the church 
school, or for anything else. The dis
cipline of the Roman Catholic Church 
is its own affair. That· church has the 
right to establish, and to exercise upon 
its members, its own form of discipline; 
and to excommunicate any member of the 
church for any offense to which that 
church wishes to attach the penalty of 
excommunication. .And we should be 
heartily glad if the Roman Catholic 
Church would excommunicate every per
son that belongs to it in the United States. 
We think that one of the best things that 
could ever happen to a Roman Catholic 
would be, to be turned out of that church 
so . far that he could never get back. 
Therefore we say let the public school 

be made so good, that every parent in the 
Roman Catholic Church will choose to 
send his children there instead of to the 
parochial school, and that he will be so 
persistent in doing so, that the. church will 
inflict its impotent penalty of excommuni
cation. 

But it is gravely argued that the Roman 
Catholic Church compels its members to 
obey. For instance, Rev. E. H. Ashmun, 
of the Boulevard Congregational Church, 
of North Denver, soberly presents the 
following :-

It is claimed that the parent has the sole author
ity over the child in education, but it is difficult 
not to charge Cardinal Manning and Bishop Keene 
with insincerity when they make this claim, for no 
Catholic parent is free to choose the education of 
his child. The church dictates and he must obey. 

But why must he obey? What force 
or what power is there at the command 
of the church by which he is compelled 
to obey? The answer must be that there 
is no force nor power at all except such as 
exists in the belief of the individual him
self. Therefore if the State is to interfere 
with the exercise of the authority of the 
Roman Catholic Church over its member
ship, it must necessarily enter into tho 
realm of doctrine and belief of the church 
and its membership. And thus again it 
is fouild that a union of the State and the 
Roman Catholic Church is inevitably in
volved in any attempt on the part of the 
State to exercise jurisdiction over the dis
cipline of the church. 

Neither Cardinal Manning, nor Bishop 
Keene, nor any other Roman Catholic 
prelate or priest, can be charged with in
sincerity, when he says that in this country 
at least, Juhe parent has the sole authority 
over the child in education, and that the 
Roman Catholic parent is free to choose 
the education of his child. This is the 
truth. He is just as free as any other 
person to do so. If there be any limit to 
his freedom in this connection it is simply 
because of his own belief, and this is 
simply a matter of his own free choice. 
And therefore we say again that if the 
State is going to interfere with the ex
ercise of the authority of the Roman 
Catholic Church upon its membership, 
then the State will necessarily have to 
exercise its authority over the doctrines 
and beliefs of that church and its mem
bership; because in the doctrines and 
beliefs is where the whole difficulty lies. 
If the Roman Catholic did not believe that 
the threatened excommunication is a real 
and forcible thing, he would not be re
strained by it from sending his children 
to the public school. And as his belief 
is solely a matter of his own free will it 
is certain that there is where the difficulty 
lies; and therefore it is also certain that 
no effort of the State can ever reach the 
difficulty without sweeping away every 
safeguard to the free exercise of thought 
and r~ligious belief. 

Yet more absurd than all, it is actually 
argued by professed Protestant ministers 

that there is real merit, force, and power 
in a Roman Catholic excommunication. 
For instance, a Congregational minister 
in Milwaukee (we have lost his name but 
think it· is Caldwell), in a sermon last 
spring on "The Bennett Law, and Amer
ican Liberty," discussed the compara
tive force of the Bennett law and the 
Roman Catholic opposition to the public 
schools. After stating the penalty of the 
Bennett law, which is "not less than 
three dollars nor more then twenty dol
lars," he said :-

Bishop Hennessy, of Iowa, issued an edict compel
ling the people to t~ke their children out of the 
public schools and put them in parochial schools. 
The penalty ·affixed was excommunication which 
to a Catholic means . damnation. Which is the 
greater penalty ? 

Well we should say so, too. Which is 
the greater penalty, indeed l a three dol
lar :fine or a Roman Catholic damnation? 
Why, a three dollar fine is a heavier pen
alty in a minute, than ten thousand times 
ten thousand Roman Catholic damnations 
would be in all eternity l 

But what shall be thought of this pro
fessed Protestant preacher in his magni
fying the merits of Roman Catholic dam
nation? For this is precisely what he 
did in his argument. A :fine of from three 
to twenty dollars is a real, tangible thing, 
and therefore when he compared to this 
the force of the Roman Catholic damna
tion he did thereby distinctly argue that 
that also is a real, tangible thing and the. 
greater penalty. 

Yet this is no more than is argued in 
this whole theory from which comes the 
claim that the State shall prohibit the 
Catholic Church from excommunicating 
its members for sending their children to 
the public school. This argues that mem-

' bership in the Roman Catholic Church is 

I
. a thing of real, tangible worth, at least 

equal to that of attendance upon the 
public school; and the demand that the 
State shall by law, prohibit that church 
from excommunicating its members for 
sending their children to the public school, 
is a demand that the State shall set its 
sanction to the idea that there is real, 
tangible worth and value in membership 
in that church, and that there is actual 
force and virtue in the excommunication 
pronounced by that church. 

Of all the wild ideas that are connected 
with this subject of State interference 
with church schools, this certainly takes 
the lead; and yet such laws are gravely 
demanded in Massachusetts; and in New 
Jersey even a constitutional amendment 
is advocated. The proper thi!fg is for the 
people of every State to keep the statutes 
and the Constitution entirely clear of any 
interference, to the slightest extent, with 
any private or parochial school. Let 
them put their attention upon the public 
school and keep it there. Let them make 
the public school what it ought to be. 
Then there need be no fear from the 
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schools of the Catholic Church, nor the 
Lutheran Church, nor any other, nor all 
of them together. A. T. J. 

A Lesson From Paine. 

INFIDELS of the present day profess to 
believe that bigotry and intolerance are 
inseparable from Christianity, that it is 
indeed part and parcel of Christianity. 
But they should learn better than this, 
even from their patron saint, Thomas 
Paine. In his "Rights of Man," Paine 
says:-

.All religions are, in their nature, mild and benign, 
and united with principles of moralitj. ·. . . How 
is it that they lose their native mildness, and be
come morose and intolerant ? By engendering the 
State with the Church, a sort of mule animal, ca
pable only of destroying, and not of breeding up, is 
produced, called the Church established by law. 
. . . The Inquisition in Spain does not proceed 
from the religion originally professed, but from 
this mule animal engendered between .the Church 
and State. 

And again, of governments established 
by force, Paine says:-

Governments thus established last as long as the 
power to support them lasts; but that they might 
avail· themselves of every engine in their favor, 
they united fraud to force, and set up an idol which 
they 9alled divine right, and which, in imitation of 
the Pope who affects to be spiritual and temporal, 
and in contradiction to the founder of the Christian 
religion, twisted itself afterward into an idol of an
other shape, called Church and State. 

. Paine, infidel though he was, knew full 
well, and was man enough to acknowledge 
it, that the doctrine of Church and State 
was not Christian doctrine in any proper 
·;ense of the word, and it would be well if 
his disciples of the present day had equal 
discernment, and as great candor. 

The " Loyal American" against Facts. 

As an illustration of careless reading, 
and an utter disregard of facts, an article 
in the Loyal American, of September 17, 
~:;urpasses anything that we have seen re
cently. The first paragraph of the article 
runs thus:-

A. J. J. in THE AMERICAN SENTINEL says it is all 
wrong for the State to dictate what language shall 
be taught in the schools, public or private. He 
bases his dictum upon the private rights of parents, 
and like the religious bigots, forgets that the State 
and child have rights. 

In the first place, no such person as 
"A. J. J." writes for THE AMERICAN SEN
TINEL. The initials are ''A. T. J." in plain 
Romit:i:i- type. In the second place, neither 
"A. T. J." nor any other writer for THE 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, has ever denied the 
right of thff State to dictate what language 
shall be taught in the public schools. The 
very article from which the Loyal Ameri
can quotes, in making its criticism, has in 
the first and second paragraphs these 
plain words:-

We have not yet seen it denied that the public 
bail the right to teach English solely, in the public 
so:hools. That which is denied is that the public has 

a right to say what shall be taught in the private 
schools; and this is not a denial of the right of the 
State to say that English shall be taught in the pub
lic schools. It is not opposition to the teaching of 
English; but this opposition is to the assumption 
that if the State can say that English shall be 
taught in the public schools, that concedes the tight 
of the State to say that whatever it pleases shall.b(l 
taught in the private schools, and that consequentiy 
there is no such thing as a private school; that.the 
State arbitrarily turns the private school into a 
public school at private expense. 

How anybody can say, as the Loyal 
American does say, that this is a denial 
of the right of the State to say what 
language shall be taught in the public 
schools, is more than we ~an understand . 
The State has clearly the right to say that 
English and English only shall be taught 
in the schools supported by the State; but 
we deny the right of the State to say 
what shall be taught in the private schools. 
If the Loyal American wishes to do us 
justice let it quote all we said about the 
right of the State to require the teaching 
of English, and not make garbled quota
tions, merely. 

But again, the Loyal American says:

It is evident that A. J. J. is under a misapprehen
sion as to what the State really is, he forgets that 
the American State is a majority of the citizens; 
that when it undertakes to protect all citizens in 
certain rights, it cannot be hampered in doing so by 
cranks, bigots, self-elected censors, or men who 
fancy that God should resign and call on them to 
run the universe. The State must first protect itself, 
this done, it can turn its protecting arms toward 
men, women, and children. And while the Ameri
can State is permitting the oppressed of all climes 
to come here for refuge from tyranny, and to enjoy 

.. greater freedom and opportunities, it must take 
care that the oppressed do not become our oppres
sors, as is the fact here in Chicago. 

"A. J. J." is under no such misappre
hension. The editors of THE SENTINEL 
are all native- born Americans, as were 
also their fathers before them, and know 
as much about what constitutes the Ameri
can State as does the editor of the Loyal 
American, or any other naturalized for
eigner. They know, too, that the whole 
people, and not merely a majority of 
the people, constitute the State. But 
this fact does not make justice out of 
injustice, nor warrant the majority in 
meddling with the private affairs of the 
minority. John Stuart Mill never wrote 
a truer thing than when he said that 
such "power itself is illegitimate. The best 
government has no more title to it than 
the worst. It is as noxious, or more 
noxious, when exerted in accordance with 
public opinion, than when in opposition 
to it." The idea that whatever the major
ity decrees is right is no more true now than 
it was when the majority demanqed the 
crucifixion of Christ, or when the major
ity demanded the hanging of witches in 
Massachusetts, or when, as in our own 
day, the commune of a Russian village 
decrees the exiling of innocent men and 
women to Siberia. It is possible for 
majority rule to be just as tyrannical and 
just as wicked as the rule of a single man. 

The vaporings of the Loyal American 
about private schools that " teach child,ren 
to beg, to steal, to burglarize houses, to 
perpetrate highway robbery," are un~ 
worthy of an answer. There may be 
" schools" of that kind in Chicago, but 
they are not under the management of 
German Lutherans, nor even of German 
Catholics. We know Chicago did once 
have an Anarchist Sunday-school, but an
archy can be taught quite as well in Eng
lish as in German, and we believe as a 
matter of fact English was the language 
employed in that "school." We fear that 
the real animus of the Loyal American is 
religious intolerance. It wants to force 
its language and its religion, and probably. 
its own cut of collar, and style of cravat, 
upon everybody else; and it wants the 
power of the State to enable it to do it. 
We regard the Lutherans and the Roman
ists as in error upon many very important 
points; and not only so, but we deplore 
the Roman Catholic influence in politics 
in this country; but it is no more danger
ous to our liberties than are the paternal 
tendencies, and theory advocated by the 
Loyal American. c. P. B~ 

Religious Liberty and Polygamy. 

RELIGIOUS liberty has become so sacred 
in the eyes of the American people, and 
religious persecution so obnoxious, that 
any man, or body of men, appealing to 
religious liberty in defense of their prac
tices, will be granted a speedy and im
partial hearing. Until recent years, po
lygamy, unmolested, has been practiced 
by one branch of the Mormon Church, 
and every legal step toward its suppression 
has been opposed by its defenders, on 
the ground that such interference would 
be an abridgment of religious liberty; 
and even now there are those not in sym
pathy with the prac.tice of polygamy, who 
doubt the right of the Government to 
prohibit it. 

The object.of this paper is to define the 
basis upon which polygamy may and 
should be prohibited, and to show that 
such prohibition is consistent with the 
principles of both civil and religious lib
erty. 

The first question to be settled, is, whether 
marriage is a civil or religious relation. 
For if marriage is a religious relation it 
cannot be regulated by civil government. 
But marriage, as· we shall prove, is, pri
marily, a civil relation; and since the few 
who will question this proposition are found 
among believers in religion, we will ad
dress this portion of the argument to 
them. 

Mutual aid and companionship are 
among the primary objects for which 
marriage was instituted (Gen. 2: 18); 
hence marriage is clearly a social rela
tion. Another primary object of the mar
riage relation is the propagation of the 
race. Gen. 1 : 28. But rE>production is 
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wholly natural. Ps. 51: 5; John 3:6. 
This argues the natural character of the 
marriage relation. It is dependent on 
natural conditions for its existence, and 
must end with mortality (Matt. 22: 30; 
Rom. '7: 2); hence is temporal and nat
ural, not spiritual. 

That marriage was instituted by the 
Creator does not prove that it is a spiritual 
relation. God has instituted government, 
and commands men to be subject to "the 
powers that be." But our relation to gov
ernments ordained of God is, primarily, 
civil. If -marriage is a religious ordi
nance, only those are married who are 

· religious, or spiritual. But this principle 
,would nullify all marriages between par
ties who reject all religion, but who are 
faithful and happy. in obedience to their 
marriage vows. Further : If marriage is 
a religious relation, it must be a relation 
of the true religion, thus confining legiti
mate marriages to possessors of ,the true 
religion, not merely the professors of it. 
In other words, if marriage were a relig
ious, or spiritual, relation, it would follow 
that all maTital obligations between infi
dels, hypocrites, and all but the few who 
profess and possess the true religion, would 
be null and void. This is the position of 
the Church of Rome. ~·Marriage," says 
the Romish Church, "is purely religious. 
We alone are the possessors and guardians 
of the true religion. Hence all marriages 
not sanctified by the church, are void." 
This is the logical and inevitable conclu
sion to which they arrive, upon the as
sumption that marriage is a religious 
institution or sacrament. This conclu
·sion, with all its disastrous consequences, 
is embodied in a formal decree of the 
Catholic Church. (See records of the De
crees of the Council of Trent, N oveniber, 
1563.) 

While -maintaining that marriage is 
primarily, a civil relation, we would not 
be understood as excluding from it the 
benign influences of pure and undefiled 
religion. The blessings of religion ought 
to be taken, not only into the marrige re
lation, but into every relation of life, 
social and civil. 

Having shown that mardage is a social 
or dvil relation, and therefore within the 
purview of civil legislation, provid6d the 
rights of society demand it, we will next 
inquire, Do the rights of society demand 
the regulation of the marriage relation ? 
We maintain that they do, and for the 
following r_easons, among others: The 
State must regulate marriage, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the paternity of 
children. This the State must do, in 
order that it may impose upon the proper 
parties the parental care of the child, that 
the tax-payer who is not responsible for 

_ its existence, may not be charged with its 
support. Hence it is proper and just for 
the State to require, as it does, that those 
entering upon the marriage relation shall 
furnish competent evidence of having en-

tered upon that relation, and that they 
accept its duties and responsibilities. 

Having shown that the government 
may in right, and muE]t in justice to the 
tax-payer, regulate the institution of mar
riage, we next inquire, May it regulate 
that relation io the extent of prohibiting 
plurlill mar'riages ? It will be conceded 
that it is the province and the duty of 
civil government to protect its citizens; 
and, if any right of the citizen is invaded 
by the practice of polygamy, and suoh 
practice can be shown to be a menace to 
the peace and good order of society, irre
spective of religious prejudice, it can and 
should be prohibited by civil law. That 
polygamy is an invasion of the natural 
rights of man we shall proceed to prove. 

All men are created equal, and are by 
nature endowed with certain inalienable 
rights, among which is the right to the 
undivided companionship of a wife. But, 
while this proposition will not bwdisputed, 
our position is, that for men to take unto 
themselves a plurality of wives, is ab
normal and will invade that right. Po
lygamy is abnormal, since nature has made 
no provision for it. For that institution 
to be normal and within the reach of every 
man, nature must pn)vide at least twice as 
many females as males; or, if we take the 
number of wives associated with Brigham 
Young in the marriage relation as a prec
edent (and once admit the principle the 
number cannot be restricted), nature 
would have to produce more than twenty 
times as many women as men. ''It is 
fully established," says the "Encyclopt:edia 
Britannica," "that among all races of man
kind, the number of male infants born 
slightly_ exceeds the number of females, 
the ratio being about twenty-one males 
to twenty females." After mentioning the 
comparative mortality of the two sexes, 
the same authority says: "Taking the 
human race as a whole the numbers of 
married and man:iageable men and women 
are practically equal." (" Encyclopt:edia 
Britannica" Supplement, Vol. 4, pages 
222, 223). For one half of the male popu
lation to take even two wives, or one more 
than is allotted to each man by nature, 
would be to deprive the other half of the 
one wife which nature has provided. 

Polygamy is therefore a violation of the 
natural rights of man, and as such, should 
be prohibited by civil law. The statement 
that the supply has always equaled the 
demand in countries where polygamy has 
been practiced, even if true, loses its force, 
when we consider that the practice has 
been restricted to the wealthy and power
ful. Even in Utah among the modern 
polygamists, the number of wives is re
stricted by a property qualification, and 
even then, the supply has not equaled the 
demand, as will be shown further op. All 
such restrictions, based on property or 
other qualifications, are inconsistent with 
the equal rights of man, and the principles 
of our free Government. 

The Mormon community in Utah is a 
practical and forcible illustration of the 
fact that polygamy is an abnormal state 
of society. It is an acknowledged fact 
that this community does not furnish the 
excess of females required to meet the de
mand for a plurality of wives, their off
spring there, as elsewhere, being about 
equally divided between the sexes. This 
demand has been met by the efforts of 
missionaries who have induced women (in 
some cases wives and .mothers who de
serted their families), to join the Mormon 
community and add another wife to the 
already well supplied Mormon husband. 
To say t.hat the females drawn from non
polygamous districts to furnish women 
for polygamous communities do not ma
terially alter the proportionate number of 
marriageable men and women in those 
districts, does not in the least militate 
against the argument. Having shown 
that in principle it violates the inalienable 
rights of men, the limited extent of its 
practice cannot be advanced in support of 
the institution. The State should not 
abolish its laws against polygamy (thus 
giving it legal sanction), and then wait 
until one half of the male population of 
the country are deprived of their rights, 
in order to prove that the practice would 
invade natural rights. As well wait until 
the seals are destroyed, to prove that the 
present method of· killing will destroy 
them, before enacting laws against their 
destruction. The necessity of the Gov
ernment thus taking preeautionary meas
lUes, was advocated by Secretary Blaine 
in the recent seal-fishery dispute, and ad
mitted by the English Premier. All the 
Government needs to know, is, that the 
practice will invade the rights of men; its 
duty in the matter is then made clear. It 
must prohibit the practice in order to pre
serve those rights. 

Having shown that the practice of po
lygamy invades the rights of men to the 
undivided companionship of a wife, we 
will next show that it is an invasion of 
the natural rights of women to the undi
vided companionship of a husband, which 
nature by its producing as many men as 
women, proves to be her natural right. 

The husband by taking the second wife, 
invades the rights of the first wife to the 
undivided companionship of a husband. 
To say that both women voluntarily accept 
the relation, does not place the matter 
beyond the jurisdiction of civil govern
ment, because the Government cannot 
sanction the invasion of natural rights 
even though the parties are agreed. It 
may be objected, that because the Gov
ernment cannot sanction the practice, it 
does not follow that it must prohibit it. 
It is true the Government cannot be re
garded as sanctioning a practice by not 
prohibiting it when the practice does not 
come within its jurisdiction. But, since 
the practice of polygamy has been proved 
to be a violation of natural rights, the very 
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thing for which governments are estab
lished to prevent, this comes within the 
rightful jurisdiction of civil government, 
and a failure to prohibit it is to give it legal 
sanction. The absence of law prohibiting a 
practice, when that practice comes within the 
jurisdiction of civil government, is to give 
the practice the sanction and protection of 
government. To illustrate: The govern
ment has no law against murder. A man 
is murdered, and his friends bring the 
murderer before the authorities for pun~ 
ishment; but they are told the State has 
no law against murder, and orders are 
given that the murder(>r be set at liberty. 
By this the government sanctions the act 
of murder. A failure to prohibit the act 
makes the government responsible for it. 

Thus it is with the invasion of the 
rights of the first wife by her husband'~ 
taking other wives. A failure on the part 
of the government to prohibit it gives the 
.act the sanction of the government, and, 
having by its failure to prohibit the act 
given legal sanction to it, it cannot con~ 
tradict itself by declaring the marriage 
illegal at some subsequent time in order 
to secure to the woman he1' rights. The 
law ought therefore to prohibit polygamy 
that it may be faithful to its duty of se
curing to its citizens their natural rights. 

Neither can the plea that polygamy is 
practiced as a part of the religion of the 
Mormon, a.ffect the argument. No relig
ious practices, however sacred in the eyes 
·of the believer, can receive the sanction of 
:a just government, if they infringe upon 
the,·rights of others. 

Again, to protect the Mormons in their 
-practice of polygamy on account of their 
religious convictions, and prohibit the same 
practice among others, would be class legis
lation, which is opposed to the principles of 
free government. If polygamy is permitted 
in Utah, it must be permitted in every 
State and Territory in the Union. If this 
permission is granted the Mormon it must 
be granted the "Gentile; " and, since the 
'' Gentlle" has not the religious convictions 
which alone make order possible in a po
lygamous society, it would be destructive 
of the family. relation, and, through that, 
destructive of civilized government itself. 

For these reasons, we arraign this whole 
system as unnatural, an infringement of 
human rights, a menace to the good order 
of society, and maintain that it- may be 
suppressed by law without infrifl:ging any 
principle of religious liberty, and must be 
:suppressed in order to preserve civil lib-
,erty. A. F. BALLENGER: 

'THE opinion delivered by Mr. Justice 
l{)assody is, to our understanding, clear 
.and conclusive. Bible-reading in public 
:schools has the form and intention of re
ligious worship; and this being the fact, 
then to compel the people by taxation to 
erect and support public schools, in which 
::;mch reading is a practice, is to compel 
them by law to erect and support places 
of worship.-New York Independent. 

N.ATIONAr..; 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION. 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a. 

cnrse to society. 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit· 

t!ng to Its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. . 
We believe it is the rlght1 and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship accordmg·to the dictates of his own con· 
science. 

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and onr fellow-citizens may enjoy the ill' 
estimable blessings of both religious a.nd civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 

48 BoNn STREET, NEW Yorut CITY; 

225 A ST., N. E., WASHINGTON; 28 CoLLEGE PLAcE, CHICAGO. 

C. ELDRIDGE, -

W. H. McKEE, 
President. 
Secretary. 

The Massing of the Forces. 

IN an address delivered at the Lakeside 
Assembly, in August, Miss Frances E. 
Willard thanked God for the marshalling 
of the National Reform soldiery "march
ing as for war." 

At such a time, when reinforcements 
are so rapidly joining themselves to the 
ranks of the party which assumes to be 
the army of moral reform, it does not 
come amiss to enumerate the detachments 
of which this marching host is composed. 

Dr. McAllister says of these gathering 
forces, ·in the preface to his "Manual of 
Christian Civil Government: "-

These days of) peace do not call patriots to the 
battle-field. The God of nations is blessing us with 
rest from war. But the Christian patriot's ear 
catches stirring calls to more strenuous and mo
mentous conflicts than any ''battle of the warriors" 
with its "confused noise, and garments rolled in 
blood." The enemies of our national Christianity 
are both powerful and active. They have begun 
their attack. Our Christian institutions of Govern
ment are, at stake. And the same love of country 
that would summon the patriot to the field of battle, 
summons him now to the field of moral conflict, 
where the friends and foes of our American na
tional Christianity are deploying and skirmishing, 
and must soon come to the decisive ·engagement. 

The issue is stated here. Although ·by· 
implication, still it is direct implication. 
What is it ? It is between " American 
national Christianity" and the Christian
ity of the Bible,-God's religion pure and 
undefiled, which savoreth not of the things 
which be· of this world. 

In whatever country it has been estab
lished, and by whatever name it has been 
called, whether it has been the Church of 
Rome, the Greek Church, the Church of 
England, or the American national Chris
tianity, the intent and effect of the organ
ization of a " national Christianity " has 

. invariably been to uphold the "traditions 
of men,'~ and maintain them in the face of 
the divinely spoken truth of the word of 
God. This is the case now. · Can the 
result be expected to differ from past 
similar conflicts ? It cannot, except in de-

gree. And this is the only way in which 
it will differ. Prophecy shows it surely, 
clearly, definitely. But then the end 
comes. Here is the final deliverance, and 
the right does triumph eternally. Sin 
and wrong die with the wicked and the 
unjust, and exist no longer. The joy of 
eternal bliss and the grandeur of heavenly 
perfection are then attained. But these 
hosts, who call to one another with such 
sounding of the trumpet, and gather with 
such worldly pomp and pageantry, truly 
and literally an ''army with banners," 
should stop and ask themselves who is it 
that will be called " great in the kingdom 
of heaven?" and who is it that "in no 
case shall enter " therein ? 

Did not He in whose name they profess 
to assemble, accept the crown of thorns as 
a lowly symbol of his ministering service 
to mortality ? and did He not most sternly 
reprove his disciples when they spoke the 
things which savored of this world? And 
who did He say should be with him in his 
kingdom ? Was it not the perseeuted, the 
peacemakers, the pure in heart, the merci
ful, the meek, the mourners, the poor in 
spirit, and those that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness ? Are those terse sen
tences, in which Christ named the host of 
the blessed, descriptive of the serried 
ranks that march as for war in behalf of 
a "national Christianity ? " 

Let them who would choose between 
the mortal error into which the Jews fell 
at the first coming of Christ, (when they 
in their vainglory of race, and pride of 
the world looked for him to assume an 
earthly scepter, and his true kingdom 
which is not of time and death), take 
thought not to fall into such an error at 
his second coming. At that time the 
Jews stood for a distinctively national 
Christianity, with the Messiah as their 
earthly king. Who is it that stands sim
ilarly, for a distinctively "American na
tional Christianity" ? It is the National 
Reform party, that for twenty-seven years 
has been a growing power in this country. 

Who is it with clear-voiced utterance, 
"local, State, national, and world-wide" 
in ·the scope of its influence, says that 
Christ shall be king of this transitory, 
sin-defiled world,-King of its despotic 
and corrupt courts-of its camps of license 
and violence-of its commercial robbery 

·and injnstice,-King of its tyrannical and 
extortionate customs, and of its imperfect 
Constitutions,-and that through the gate
way of political corruption Christ shall 
enter the realm of law-human law? It 
is the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, in unison with the National Re
form party . 

Next to this detachment from the moth
erhood of the State, comes a maidenly con
tingent of human loyeliness, fit only for a 
war of roses indeed, which steps in deli
cately, stately trippings to the martial 
music of National Reform. 

With the sweetest and loveliest and last 



of fashions, graceful concessions 
to a silken Christianity, they 
say, with haughty humility 
which fits so well their perfect 
manner and easy courtliness of 
bearing, " We are the ' King's 
Daughters,' we command you 'In 
His Name.'" 

But who ~are these who pass 
as a brook of rippling youthful 
laughter fit to flow through .the 
golden streets ? It is the Young 
People's Society of Christian En
deavor, the children's crusade of 
the nineteenth century, .march
ing to as pitiful an end, and for 
as futile a purpose, as were the 
Crusaders when led by fanatic 
zeal to the' conquest of the holy 
sepulchre. 

As a rear-guard to this mar
vellous religious army of the 
world, marches a vast body of 
churchmen at arms, whose very 
presence is a benediction, and 
whose benign graciousness as
sures to the motley host protec
tion and· safety for time and 
eternity,-the Evangelical and 
Ministerial Alliance. 

As outposts, and flying patrol 
along·· the whole line, the Law 
and Order Leagues are stationed. 

This is ''the National Reform 
soldiery 'marching as for war.'" 

Does this display of worldly 
influence and human force tally 
~ell with that meek and saintly 
patience which the Bible says 
must characterize those who be
come subjects of our Lord and of 
his Christ in his eternal ki~g-
dom? w. H. M. 

-§--

IT is remarkable that in this 
country of boasted religious lib
erty, Christians use the civil 
courts to perseoute other Chris
tians who insist upon obeying the 
Bible by working six da7s in the 
week and resting on the seventh. 
- Den,ison (Texas) Gazetteer; 

HEALTH FOOD CRACKERS 
HEALTH produces wealth; and good health can 

not be made of poor material. The agitation of 
this health question for some years in the past 
has created a demand for ' 

HEALTHFUL FOODS, 
in the manufacture of which we have for the past 
ten years been engaged. The demand having con~ 
stantly increased, we ·have found it necessary to 
greatly increase our facilities by the addition of 
new and the latest improved machinery, etc. We 
.are now well equipped, and prepared to fill all 
orders, and to extend our business into new fields. 

Our Foods and Crackers are made from the 
choicest grains and are strictly pure, justly en~ 
titling them to the name above given. 

SAMPLE PACKACES 
Of assorted Health Food Crackers sent post-paid 
on receipt of fifty cents. Write fo1• descriptive 
circular and price list to I 

Battle Creek Bakery Co., 
16a WEST MAIN ST., 

Battle Creek, Mich. 
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TEN LECTURES 
ON DO YOU 

NASAL CATARRH USE A FOUNTAIN PEN? 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 
with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 
Sanitarium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis
P.iece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
Illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRE$S PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YoRK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

COOD FOR ALL TIME! 

Then you need the COMBINED INK 

BOTTLE AND PEN FILLER, consisting 

of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a 
pen 8 or 10 times, with a Patent Rubber 
Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neat 
wooden case with a screw top, making 
the safest, most complete, compact, and 
convenient article for the use of travel
ing men and others now extant. Weighs 
when filled with ink less than three· 
ounces. 

Imitation Rose-wood case, 

Real Box-wood, 

Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 

Address, 
PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO.; 

25c. 

50c. 

43 BoNo STREET, NEW YoRK. 
OR OAKLAND, CAL. 

THE N AT I 0 N A L 8 U N D A Y l A W T~~e:i~~!~~~lPu~~~!~~Y 
Devoted to the defense of 

THIS PAMPHLET CONTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHT<; OF 
AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY~ 

REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, DECEMBER 13, 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
And Mr. Jones' comments· make it more so. His argmnent is enlarged to what it would 

have been without Senator Blair's interruptions; objections,~ and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is 
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers, 
judges, and other public men. The· argument is based on Scripture and history, constitution· and 
Jaw, showing the hmits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday biU, an analysis of 
the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the difl'erent States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the .Fourth Century, 
AND THE 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

The Methods Used in Securing lr:\dorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, 
and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 

for the United States. 
The W9rk Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c, 

Send for it! Read it I Send it to Your Friends! 
Address all Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 

NEW EDITIONS • 
. CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION 

IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 
By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK Snows CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXISl' 

BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 

CHAP. I outlines vividly the relation that existed between "Christianity and the Roman Empire." 1 
CHAP. II distinguishes between "What is due to God and what to Cresar." . 
CHAP. III shows for what ~urpose the" Powers that Be" are ordained. : 
CHAP. IV ably discusses ' The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those ! 

Who Are Making it:" ' 
CHAP. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now : 

pending in Congress. , 
CHAP. VI is devoted to the "Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the I 

Nineteenth." i 
Chap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced. I 

These chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States i 
~~~f' A~';; J>:~~~u!n L*'~~~~~ices 0 and D, make this treatise INDISPENSABLE TO EVERY LOVER oF / 

CIVIL COVERNMENT AND RELICION 
Is a Pamphlet of . .182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 25 Cents; and in 

German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents. 

MILLIONS OF COPIES 

Should be Pl"i~e~c!.~ec¥tt:.:~,ss ~~o~~~&k~~~a~~ r~:-Eff~~ <;=!rn ~~~~what Position 
f'lecure Religious Legislation. Address, 

.AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 

And the Preservation of the 
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THE Mayor of Altoona, Pennsylvania, 
has caused the cigar stores and ice-cream 
saloons in ~hat city to be closed on Sun
day, and expects to keep them closed. 
Persons who wish ice cream for Sunday, 
will have to eat it the day before. 

ON the 23d ult., the World's Fair Com
mission referred to a committee, a .resolu
tion offered by Commissioner Rush Strong, 
of Tennessee, declaring that, "as a Sa b,bath
keeping nation, and being desirous of 
following in the channel of all ·great 
American Expositions, the Commission 
is opposed to opening, or keeping open, 
the Exposition on Sunday." 

This is supposed to mean that definite 
action on the question wiil not be taken 
fol' two years, or just before the opening 
of the Fair. 

THE Truth Seeker thinks that clergy
men should not be disfranchised as they are 
under the new regime in Brazil. It says:-

It is not right, though it may be expedient .con
sidering the character of the clergy and their prone
ness to maneuver for the aggrandizement of the 
Church. Ministers should be treated the same as 
other men. . . . Give them freedom and suffrage, 
treat them as though they were not dependents, and 
they will come out all right in time. 

Government should be purely secular, 
and should give itself not the least con
cern about the religion or religious calling 
of its subjects. 

REV. JAMES McCosH, D. D., LL.D., ex
President of Princeton College, in discuss
~ng the question of the revision of the 
" Confession of Faith," says:-

There al'e some ministers and elders who have 
been speaking very unadvisedly as to revision, and 
leaving the impression that they are ready to 
abandon some of the essential truths of religion on 
which the hopes of Christians depend. They are 
persons who have not been trained in the severer 
truths of the Word (we are to ''behold both the 
goodness and severity of God "). A few of them 
have come from other denominations, where they 
were not taught the sovereignty of God. The 
greater number have received their higher training 
in Germany under professors elected, not by the 
Church but by the State; in other words, by poli
ticians, and have no fixed faith in the inspiration 
of Scripture. 

This is not a very good testimonial to 
the benefits of State religion, nor to State 
teaching of religion; but it is fully justi
Jied by the facts. Germany has long been 

noted for its infidelity; and, as Dr. McCosh 
intimates, it is unquestionably due to the 
fact that its ministers of religion are for 
the most part trained in colleges supported 
by the ·State, and' presided over by men 
selected, not bec'ause of their piety, but 
through political favoritism. A similar 
state of affairs would produce like results 
in this country. 

FELIX R. BF.UNOT, President of the 
National Reform Association, has issued 
a call for a conference on "the Christian 
principles of civil government," "to be 
held in Nashville, Tennessee, on, or about, 
the 15th of February next." The confer
ence should also · consider the Christian 
principles of the Golden Rule. A con
scientious study of that matchless Rule, in 
Nashville, might lead to a repeal of the 
wicked and oppressive Sunday law which 
now disgraces the State of Tennessee. 

SoME time ago the whole plea for the 
closing of the proposed World's Fair was 
made on the ground of morals; now the 
spectacle is presented of ministers and 
churches uniting as one man to secure· 
Sunday closing in order that the employes 
may rest! It seems just a little strange, 
however, that the religious element of 
this country is never concerned about 
the welfare of the workingman except in 
the matter of Sunday observance. Can 
it be that Sunday rest is the only thing 
to be desired by the toiling masses 

AT a meeting of the Executive Com
mittee of the National Reform Associa
tion, held in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
September 5, this, among other recom
mendations, was adopted:-

That we resume the circulation of petitions to 
Congress for the Christian amendment to the Con
stitution of the United States, and that a hearing 
be secured, if possible, on this subject before the 
Judiciary Committees of the Senate and House. 

The Secretary was also instructed to 
prepare, and forward to both houses of. 
Congress, a memorial praying for a consti
tutional amendment forbidding sectarian 
instruction in the public schools, but pro
viding that it shall not be so construed as 
to exclude the· use of the Bible in such 
schools. 

THE Christian Statesman has an ed
itorial note, which says:-

we have never seen the Hebrew theocracy fully 
and correctly discussed. Foolish and incorrect ideas 
on the subject pervade our literature, and are heard 
con,tinually on the platform, and even in the pulpit. 

This is quite an acknowledgment. We 
have long kriown that N ationai Reform 
literature was pervaded by foolish and 
incorrect ideas of a theocracy, but we had 
scarcely looked for such a frank acknowl
edgment of this fact from the Christian 
Statesman.· What is said of the platform 

and pulpit is no doubt equally true; we 
are well aware that National Reform 
speakers are very prone to " foolish and 
incorrect ideas," and not only so, but they 
have a fondness for parading them before 
the public. 

THAT the present demand for Sunday 
laws is largely to supply a lack on the 
part of those who profess to revere that 
day, is shown by the following editorial 
note in the New York Observer:-

For all this breaking down of Sabbath sentiment 
the religious people of this qountry are to blame. It 
is not the reaction from Puritanism. It is the self
indulgence of nominal Christians that makes them 
powerless to support by their words and actions the 
national Sunday. 

Just so; '' nominal Christians " are so 
given to self-indulgence that they set a 
bad example; therefore an appeal is made 
to civil law to bolster up a tottering mo
rality which, at best, is only skin deep. 

DR. JOHN HALL, writing from England, 
to the New York Mail and Express, de
votes considerable Bpace in his letter to 
the consideration of the agitation of the 
question of the relations of Church and 
State, now going on in the Old World, 
Dr. Hall says:-

To an extraordinary degree the questions of the 
relations of the Church and State are now occupying 
the European mind. Not in Great Britain only, 
but in Germany and other sections in which intel
lectual activity is found, there· is, on many grounds, 
deep dissent from the view of :Milton that the 
Church of Christ is not strong enough to stand un
less buttressed by temporal power and civil resources. 
In some cases the stir is on the ground of taxation 
without benefit; in so:!ne it is on the ground of tax
ation without representation; in some it is based on 
direct dislike to the cause of religion, and in some it 
is unhappily the outcome of religious discussion. 
" The Welsh Nonconformist ministers are becoming 
political preachers," say the clergy who are for 
establishment. ''Well " they reply, '' the bishops 
and rectors have always been political nominees; 
they have no right to criticise us." 

Dr. Hall continues for a third of a col~ 
umn to describe th'il agitation and recrim
ination upon Church and State questions 
now going on in England. At the present 
rate of increase in the general attention 
paid to this subject, how long will it be 
before the relations of religion and gov
ernment will be the all-absorbing political 
issue of the world ? 
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THE Maryland State Prohibition plat
form has the following as one of its 
planks:-

W e · approve our Sabbath laws •and their enforce· 
ment, which secures to the people one day's rest in 
seven. 

This the New York Voice calls an al
most model platform. But that political 
platform which approves of Maryland 
Sabbath laws is as far from model, as the 
darkest laws or the Dark .Ages are from the 
Constitution of the United States.-Signs 
of the Tim,es. 

-------··--------
.A CELEBRATED European nobleman says:· 

"The Americans have the best Govern
ment, because they are scarcely aware 
that they have any Government at all." 
Commenting upon this, the Christian Ad
vocate says: "When the inhabitants of a 
country become able to govern themselves 
they need no other Government. Without 
self-control among the citizens freedom is 
impossible." This is true; but so-called 
National Reform, which is more or less in 
favor with the Advocate, is not calculated 
to develop self-control. National Reform 
is paternalism, and paternalism in gov
ernment is utterly destructive of self
government. 

----···--~----

THE French are noted .for going t.o ex
tremes. In that country, Catholics are now 
forbidden to walk in procession on Corpus 
Christi. L' Univers says they may blame 
themselves forit. It further says: "We are 
Catholics, and the vast majority of the 
French people ~re Catholics, Our God 
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claims to show his universal sovereignty in 
the streets once a year. It is his right, and 
our right. We ask no one to join in our 
peaceful procession,· neither the Jew who 
crucified him, nor the atheist who denies 
him. We respect their liberty, but we 
want them also to respect ours." It is 
possible that there is some justification 
for such a prohibition, but we can scarcely 
imagine what it would be. To us it would 
seem that the forbidding of religious pro
cessions, is an exhibition of intolerance, 
unworthy the officers of a great govern
mont. If France fears a procession of 
Roman Catholics she must indeed be in a 
sad state. 

The State Is of the People. 

SoME time ago, Rev. E. H. Ashmun, of 
Denver, Colorado, preached to the Patri
otic Order of the Sons of America, a ser
mon on what he intended to be, "National 
Education," but if his views· should be 
carried out, it would be national mis-edu
cation. He declared that the education 
furnished by the public schools "must be 
to a degree, Christian" and non-sectarian. 
He did not tell· how the State is to find 
out what Christianity is, without recog
nizing and establishing a particular re
ligion, nor did he seem to care how the 
thing should be brought about, only so 
that his views of Christianity and non
sectarianism should be taught in the 
schools. And that is all that the argu
ment means about religion and non-secta
rianism in the public schools. It means 
simply some man's particular views of 
what constitutes religion and non-secta
rianism, and in the end this is simply sec
tarianism in religion. 

This is fully demonstrated in Mr. Ash
mun's speech, because the whole thing 
was a continuous onslaught upon · the 
Roman Catholic Church, and its practices, 
and its opposition to the Protestant Bible 
in the public schools, all of which he 
denounces as sectarian. When any man 
cllfhus that opposition to the Bible in the 
public schools is sectarian, his claim is in 
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itself sectarian; because the claim is al
ways in .favor of some particular version 
of the Bible, and in the discussion that is 
now going on it is in behalf of the King 
James version, in other words, of the 
Protestant Bible, but Protestantism is no 
less sectarian than Catholicism, Judaism, 
Mohammedanism or anything else. Again, 
not all of those who are taxed to support 
the public school believe in the Bible, 
and would not even if there were but one 
version of it in the world, and even if it 
were of all books t.he only one recognized 
as the Bible; and to compel men who do 
not believe in the Bible to submit to the 
dictation of those who do, is wrong; to 
compel men who do not believe the Bible 
to receive it as others believe it, and be
cause others believe it, is persecution and 
sectarianism too. 

Mr. Ashmun says that "to make good 
citizens, you must make good men." Th.at 
depends upon the sense in which the word 
"good" is used. If it is used in the sense of 
civilly good, then it is only to say that in 
order to make good citizens you must 
make good citizens, which is altogether 
likely. But in the sense in which Mr. 
.Ashmun uses it, that is, if you would 
make good citizens you must make 
morally good men, then it is not true. A 
man may be morally bad, and yet he may 
be a good citizen. It is very doubtful 
whether either at the time in which he 
lived, or now, there could be found a man 
who would say that Benjamin Franklin 
was not a good citizen. But it would 
certainly be difficult to find a man, who is 
acquainted with Franklin's character as a 
man, who would say that Franklin was a 
good man. Franklirr himself would :not 
say it. Alexander Hamilton is another 
instance, and there are many others. The 
truth is that morally speaking, a person 
may be a bad m~n, and yet he may be a 
good citizen. But even though it were 
the actual truth, as Mr. Ashmun means 
it, that to be a good man is essential to 
being a good citizen, and that the State 
must make men good, there never could 
be any such thing as a good citizen, be~ 
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cause the State cannot make good men. 
The State is a natural thing. It springs 
from men in the natural state, and there 
is no power in nature, or in any natural 
process, or thing, to make men good. 
N oth.ing but the power of God as revealed 
in Jesus Christ can ever make men good. 
But that is a supernatural thing. It was 
supernaturally manifested in Jesus Christ, 
and is now supernaturally impressed upon 
men and cultivated in them. Goodness is 
a fruit of the Spirit of God; and the 
promise of the Spirit of God is received 
only through faith, of which Jesus Christ 
is " the author and finisher.,· Th.e State 
knows nothing of faith, and has nothing 
to do with faith. It is impossible, there
fore,_ for the State to make good men, and 
any professed minister of the gospel of 
Christ who attributes such power to the 
State as is here attributed by Mr. Ash
mun, virtually denies the purpose and the 
power of Christianity. If the State can 
make men good, then assuredly there is 
no need of any other power. If the State 
can make men good, there is no need of 
Christianity to make them good, and 
there was no need of Christ's coming 
d_own to this earth to make them good. 

But it may be urged that Mr. Ashmun 
did not mean morally good but only 
civilly good. This, however, is not true. 
He means morally good, for he says:-

The State has a right to see that the education is 
such as to make safe citizens. The education must 
be moral. This is the most important part. The 
State has a right to educate in what it most needs. 
When men of ability prostitute their power to basest 
evil; when money will corrupt thoroughly educated 
men; when political leaders are so often unsafe, 
and when men of no mean intellectual parts are 
found supporting and advocating the saloon, vile 
literature and anarchy, it is time for us to awake to 
the fact that what we want is not so much power 
as its proper control. That character is first, and 
not as a work of supererogation. Not as a patch on 
the garment but as the very warp, the fiber of its 
being. It is said it belongs to the family and the 
Church. Yes, but the child is in school during a 
greater part of its most impressible years, and its 
character is formed whether you will or not. And 
with many children the only good moral training 
they ever receive is in school. 

I go still farther and say that the education must 
be to a degree Christian. I know this is disputed 
ground, but I am confident of the correctness of my 
position. Otherwise you leave no real distinction 
between right and wrong. The only ground of 
responSlbility is the divine law. Expediency changes 
with public sentiment which fluctuates with desire. 
You cannot teach good morals successfully, without 
touching their root. Responsibility roots in the 
divine law. The object of education is the prime 
end of man himself. To make good citizens you 
must make good men. 

That shows plainly enough that what 
he means is moral good, and indeed such 
moral good as only Christianity contem
plates. Then there comes another consid
erat~on upon this, which is, that if the 
State even through the use of the Chris
tian religion in the public schools, can 
make men good, then what is the use of 
the Church, and what was the Church 
instituted for? When men who belong to 

the Church, who profess to speak for the 
Church, and who profess to be ministers 
of the gospel of Christ, thus put their 
dependence in the power of the State to 
make effectual the purposes of Christian
ity, it is a sorry condition of things. 

Mr. Ashmun attempts to have. the State 
make a distinction between right and 
wrong. This is as wide of the truth as 
any other of his statements. The State 
knows no such thing, nor can it know any 
such thing, as a ''real distinction between 
rig1lt and wrong." The State only knows 
rights and wrongs, and the distinction be
tween these. Men have rights-in the 
State they have equal rights. For one to 
infringe the rights of another is to commit 
a wrong, and the State deals with it only 
as this kind of a wrong. The State cannot 
make of it any question of real right or 
wrong in a moral point of view. 

The prime defect in this whole system 
is that those who talk thus, and expect 
the State to accomplish those things, hold 
the view that the State is a person, and in 
fact, a moral person; that it is an individ
ual, distinct from the citizens who compose 
it, as one individual is distinct from an
other. But the State is no such thing. 
The State is no more of a personality than 
the Patriotic Order of the Sons of Amer
ica is a personality. The State as an in
dividual cannot do anything. The action 
of the State is only the aCtion of the ma
jority of the .individuals that compose it, 
or of their representatives. It becomes 
their action, theirs is the responsibility; 
and the morality or the immorality, the 
real right or wrong of what is done at
taches to the individual men who are 
concerned in it. The State is not an end; 
it is only a means by which to accomplish 
an end. It is an organization formed by 
men by which to protect themselves and 
the rights which they possess, and that is· 
all that it is. 

Again he says:-
It is not safe to give men liberty unless you make 

them responsible. You dare not let untamed beasts 
roam at will. 

Here again appears the same blemish 
that exists throughout the whole sermon. 
That is, that the State is all and in all, 
and it gives the people all things, even 
liberty. The State does not give the peo
ple liberty. The people have liberty. It 
is an inalienable right. "Men are en
dowed by their Creator with certain in
alienable rights, a:uwng which are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 
Despotism may invade this right, but 
justice still maintains it. The State is 
not first; the people are first. The State 
does not make the people what they are; 
God or the people- make people what they 
are, and the people make the State what 
it is. 

Mr. Ashmun's idea that men are a set 
of untamed beasts is strictly compatible 
with his view of what the State ist~aif 
men are untamed beast~, of cours~, it is 

necessary to have some power to hold them 
fast, and if they are ever to be anything 
more than that, to train them and instruct 
them so that they may be so. But so long 
as men are men, and not untamed beasts, 
there is no need of any such the9cratical 
paternalism as was set forth to the Patri
otic Order of the Sons of America, by the 
Rev. E; H; Ashmun. A. T. J. 

Congress of the American Secular 
Union. 

THE Fourteenth Annual Congress of 
the American Secular Union has been 
appointed by the Board of Directors to 
meet at Portsmouth, Ohio, Friday even
ing, October 31, 1890, and to continue its 
sessions on the Saturday and Sunday fol
lowing. The meetings will be held in the 
Grand Opera House, corner of Sixth and 
Court streets. 

We quote as follows from President 
West brook's published call for the Con
gress:-

The object of the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, is to secure the total separation of 
Church and State, in fact and in form, to the end 
that equal rights in religion, genuine morality in 
politics, and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be 
established, protected, and perpetuated. While we 
unite on what is commonly known as the Nine 
Demands of Secularism, we propose to emphasize 
the following at the coming Congress:-

1. The equitable taxation of church porperty in 
common with other property. 

2. The total discontinuance of religious instruc
tion and worship in the public schools, and espe· 
cially the reading of any Bible. 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as a religious institution 
rather than an economic one, justified by physiolog
ical and other secular reasons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the pub
lic funds for educational and charitable institutions 
of a sectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsee· 
tarian and non-partisan in both religion and politics, 
but will use any and all honorable means to secure 
its objects as above stated. It is not, either publicly 
or privately, committed to the advancement of any 
s.ystem of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily 
welcomes all persons, of whatever faith, to its 
membership, on the basis Qf "no union of Church 
and State." The word " secular " is here used in 
the broadest sense, as applied to the State, and not 
to any system of religious philosophy. 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, and to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as Free Thinkers, Spiritualists, Unitarians, 
Universalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, progres
sive Jews, and liberal Christians, and laying aside 
our peculiar views on religious questions, unite as 
American citizens on the one broad platform of no 
union of Church and State, and the complete ad
ministration of our secular Government on purely 
secular principles. 

The Nine Demands of Secularism re
ferred to in the foregoing are as follows :-

1. We demand that churches and other ecclesias
tical property shall be no longer e:x:empt from just 
taxation. 

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains 
in Congress, in State Legislatures, in the navy and 
militia, and in prisons, asylums, and all other in
stitutions supported by public money, shall be dis
continued. 

3. W ~ demand that all public appropriation" for 
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educational and charitable institutions of a sec
tarian character shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now 
sustained 9.Y the Government shall be abolished; 
and: especially that the use of the Bible in the 
public schools, whether ostensibly as a text book, 
or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall be 
prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment by the Pres
ident of the United States, or by the Governors of 
the various . States, of all religious festivals and 
feasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the 
courts; and in all other departments of the Gov
ernment shall be abolished, and· the simple affir
mation, under the pains and penalties of perjury, 
shall be established in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly 
enforcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath 
shall be repealed. 

8. We demand .that all laws looking to the en
forcement of "Chdstian" morality (as such) shall 
be abrogated, and that all laws shall be conformed 
to the requirements of natural morality, equal 
l"ightf!, and iplpaM;ialliberty. · 
· 9 .. We de!¥and that not only in the Constitution 
of the United St~tes, but also in the practical ad
ministrationof the same, no privilege or advantage 
shall be conceded to Christianity or any other 
special religion; that our enliire political system. 
shall be founded and administered on a purely 
secular basis; and that whatever changes shall 
prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, 
unflinchingly and promptly made. 

It will be observed that the four points 
to be "emphasized" by the Portsmouth 
Congress, are identical with demands 1, 3, 
4, and 7, of Secularism, with this differ
ence, that while the seventh demand of 
Secularism is the repeal of "all laws di
rectly or indirectly enforcing the observ
ance of Sunday as the Sabbath," the 
American Secular Union demands repeal 
of "all laws enforcing the observance of 
Sunday as a religious institution, rather 
than an economic one, justified by physio
logical and other secular reasons." This 
we regard as quite an important difference. 

Sunday is, and always was, a religious 
institution. It was such in the old Pagan 
world, and it is such now in the Christian 
world, and we deny the right of the State 
to require its observance upon any grounds 
whatever. True, it is regarded as a holiday 
by many who have no religious regard 
for it, or indeed for anything else, and 
they have a perfect right to so use that, 
or any other day, so far as their fellow 
men are concerned; but we deny the right 
of one portion of the community or State 
to fasten upon the other portion, that is 
upon the minority, no matter how small 
a minority it may be, the observance of 
Sunday, or any other day, for any reason 
either religious or otherwise. 

We do not deny the right of the State 
to make any day or any number of days 
legal holidays, leaving the individual 
citizen free to observe or not to observe 
such days just as he sees fit, as is now the 
case with the Fourth of July, and other 
holidays; but to require the observance of 
such days, or to forbid upon one day, acts· 
which are freely permitted on other days, 
is an abuse of the power of the State. 
The American Secular Union should lay 

the ax at the root of the tree, and " de
mand that all laws directly or indirectly 
enforcing the observance of Sunday" upon 
any pretext be repealed. c. P. B. 

Why not Teach Sectarianism? 

SINCE the contest upon the question of 
religion in the public schools began, 
people talk about sectarianism as if it were 
something worse than small-pox or the 
plague. Notwithstanding this, every one 
of them teaches his own children sectari
anism, if he teaches them any religion at 
all. .All definite religious doctrines are 
sectarian, because they are not universally 
received. No doctrines could be formu
lated that would be adopted by all; and 
as surely as they were accepted by only a 
a part of the people, so surely they would 
be sectarian in their character. A divis
ion of mankind formed upon the basis of 
religious doctrines held by them, consti
tutes a sect, and the doctrines which they 
hold are sectarian. Christianity is sec
tarianism, and it is the right kind of 
sectarianism, too. .And as the Bible is 
distinctly a Ch,ristian book, it is likewise 
sectarian, and cannot be taught without 
teaching sectarianism. 

"But," says one, "we do not object to 
such sectarianism as that; we want that 
in the public schools; but we do not want 
such sectarianism as is held by the Meth
odists, the Presbyterians, or (he Baptists. 
We do not want any sectarianism th~t is 
narrower than Christianity itself. Of 
course Christianity is the right kind of 
sectarianism, and it is that for which we 
are working." 

Now my friend, I have a question to ask. 
If all you have said is true, why do you 
belong to the Methodist Church ? Why 
don't you leave it and adopt Christianity 
instead of Methodism ? Certainly you 
should want the best, and if Christianity 
is the right kind of sectarianism and 
Methodism the wrong and dangerous 
kind, why don't you exchange and get 
that which is good and safe? Or, if you 
are a Presbyterian, why do you not ex
change your Presbyterianism for Chris-
tianity ? "Oh, but," you say, "we as a 
church believe that Methodism is Chris
tianity. You see Christianity has to be 
defined, and Methodism, Presbyterianism, 
etc., etc., are simply so many definitions 
of Christianity." Exactly, you have 
stated the case very plainly. But do you 
not see that if Christianity should be 
taught in the public schools, it would 
have to be defined? .And if a definition 
of Christianity constitutes sectarianism of 
the dangerous kind, how could Christian
ity be introduced into the public schools 
without introducing dangerous sectarian
ism? 

Wherever Christianity goes, some defi
nition of it must go also; and that defini
tion will be just as truly sectarian as 
is Methodism or any other creed. If it 

were not secta:rian, it would not be worth 
having. A "non-sectarian Christianity" 
would be a religion so poorly defined, so 
loose jointed and wishy-washy, that it 
could be stretched in any direction to 
suit the ideas of even the infidel and the 
pagan, so that all would willingly adopt 
it as their own. Such a religion would 
not be Christianity at all, and nobody 
desires any such thing, or intends to have 
it. Those who are working for religion 
in the public schools intend to have some
thing that is definite, and that cannot be 
stretched to mean anything or nothing 
at all. They intend to have a new defini
tion of Christianity, which in the very 
nature of things cannot be accepted by 
all; and this new definition will be as 
truly sectarian as any which has preceded 
it, and all those who accept it will, taken 
together, constitute a sect. 

If sectarianism is a bad thing, then all 
the denominations had better disband and 
give up their sectarian definitions of 
Christianity, and never make any more. 
But if it is a good thing, they had better 
keep on instructing their own children in 
their own sectarianism at their own 
expense, and in their own way. But 
whatever they do, let' them forever cease 
trying to force their sectarianism upon 
the public schools, which are not sec-
tarian. A. DELOS WESTCOTT. 

How Baptists View It. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Christian In
dex, a Baptist paper of Atlanta, Georgia, 
has been criticising the position of that 
paper upon the educational question, and 
among other things, says;-

The Bible is not abolished, it cannot be, it is not 
even banished. That the teachers can 
teach as much of the Bible as they please, provided 
they avoid dogmas upon which churches differ. 

To this the Index makes reply as fol
lows:-

Is he not laboring under a " strange misappre
hension"? 

The Bible and all religious exercises, are prohib
ited in the public schools of Atlanta, and we think 
this is practically true of all the schools in Georgia. 
In many States the use of the Bible in the public 
schools is prohibited by law. This is as it should 
be where the children of parents who entertain 
every imaginable phase of religious belief assemble 
in the same school. 

A Christian has no right to force a Jew to listen 
to his interpretations of Scl"ipture, neither has the 
Jew the right to force his interpretation of Scrip
ture upon a Christian. So, of all oth!ilr denomina
tions entertaining radical differences of opinion. 
It is not our wish or purpose to compel the use of 
the Bible in the public school. As Baptists we are 
unalterably opposed to anything that looks like 
compulsion in matters of reli~ion, or that gives the 
slightest countenance to the shortest step towards 
the union of Church and State, 

The Bible and religion must of necessity be ex
cluded from the public schools. Denominational 
schools are the oilly schools where the Bible can be 
used, and where religious instruction can be given 
without let or hindrance. 

But our correspondent says, "The teachers in the 
public schools can teach as much of the Bible as 
they please, provided they avoid the dogmas upon 
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which churches differ." 
What does he mean by '' dogmas " ~ It is fair to 

presume he means those doctrines taught by the 
various sects or denominations which constitute 
their cardilial differences. 

Let us see how much of the Bible there will be 
left for one of the teachers in a public school to 
teach· when all these are avoided. The Christian 
believes that Christ was the true Messiah. The Jew 
believes he was an impostor. The dogma of the 
Messiahship of Christ must be avoided. 

The Trinitarian believes in the divinity of the Son, 
and his co-equality with the Father. The Unitarian 
believes that Jesus was a mere man. The dogma 
of the divinity of Christ must be avoided. The 
Baptist and the Presbyterian believe in the doctrine 
of election and fin;tl perseverance. The Methodist 
reJects both. The dogma of an effectual call must 
be avoided. Orthodox Christians believe that re_ 
pentance and faith are essential to salvation. Uni
versalists believe that all men will be saved whether 
they repent and believe or not. The dogmas of re
pentance and faith must be avoided. Baptists be
lieve that nothing but immersion is baptism. Pedo
baptists believe that rantism or something else ~ill 
do. The dogma of baptism must be avoided. Bap
tists believe that regeneration is an essential qual
ification for churcli membership. Pedobaptists do 
not. The dogma of regeneration must be avoided. 

So we might extend the list of so-called "dogmas' 
until every essential doctrine is eliminated from the 
Bible, leaving little else besides the fly-leaves and 
the lids. 

.And this is just the position that every 
Christian, and every Christian paper, 
should assume upon the question of the 
Bible in the public schools. The Book of 
books can properly have no place in 
schools supported by the State. 

American Principles. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL is a thorough
going Protestant journal, and is therefore 
opposed to every form of the Roman Cath
olic doctrine, and to the Roman Catholic 
system as a whole; but we do not indorse 
in any degree this anti-Catholic cry that 
is becoming so prevalent. Our opposition 
to Roman Catholic doctrine, and to Roman 
Catholicism as a system, is confined wholly 
to the field of reason and discussion. We 
maintain that the Roman Catholic has 
just as .much right to be a citizen of the 
United States as any other man, that he 
has all the right~ of any other man, and 
that these rights are just as sacred as those 
of any other man. We know that any 
man or any class of men who would deny 
t1w Roman Catholics any civil rights 
whatever, would deny the same thing to 
anybody else. It is certain, therefore, that 
if this anti-Catholic crusade that is being 
so urgently pressed by many who appro
priate. to themselves the name, .American, 
would be as thoroughly despotic if it had 
its way as Roman Catholicism ever was, 
or as any system could be. .And although 
all these papers and associations boast of 
their .Americanism, the spirit of the whole 
movement is everything else than Amer
ican. 

.Americanism, that is, the genius of 
American principles and .American polit
ical doctrine, is the recognition of the 
"fiual rights of all,-of the rights of the 

Roman Catholic as well as of the Protest
ant, and of those who are neither, as well 
as of those who are either. The constant 
ambition of THE .AMERICAN SENTINEL is to 
be thoroughly loyal to genuine American 
principles, asserting and defending the 
equal rights of all the people whatever 
their religious profession may be-the 
right of any man to be a Roman Catholic 
and a citizen·at the same time; the right 
of any man to be a Protestant and a citi
zen at the same time; the right of any 
man to be neither and also a citizen,-the 
right of the Roman Catholic Church to 
exist as a church, and to have its own 
church schools free from any interference 
by the State, as the State has the right' to 
its schools free from any interference by 
any church; and the same to any Protest
ant church. We believe in the right ?f 
the State to exist, and in the right of the 
Church to exist, and in the total and ab
solute separation between them. 

A. T. J. 
----+-•----

The Veritable Facts. 

WHAT we want, and ask for, is facts. 
We can supply principles, and offer their 
application; but we must get the facts by 
information.· We cannot invent or deduce 
them. 

We tried to get the facts 'about there
lation of the Roman Catholics to our 
public schools; but we did not get all of 
them in our issue of three weeks ago. 
We· gave an account of the more noted 
cases, those that had come to our knowl
edge; but some were not included in the 
many articles then published. We ·o.rill 
add a few obtained since from Iowa. 

Having seen in the Advance a brief 
reference to the public schools in Dubuque 
as allowing the Catholic catechism to be 
taught in some of them, we wrote to the 
Superintendent of Public Schools of that 
city, and received from Mr. Hardie, Sec
retary of the Board of Education, an 
absolute denial. That seemed conclusive. 
But it appears that the Advance had con
fused the city of Dubuque with the coun
try districts in the same and an adjoining 
county, and that what was not true of Du
butJ_ue was true of the neighborhood about 
it. We give the facts as stated to us by a 
correspondent; and so full and circumstan
tial are they that we cannot help believing 
them. Here we have an extraordinary 
illustration of what the Catholic Church 
has done in a community of Catholic for
eigners cast upon these shores, unaffected 
by .American ideas and American civili
zation. 

The. Rev. Charles 0. Brown, pastor of 
the First Congregational Church of Du
buque, writes us the following facts, from 
his own personal observationai1d investi
gation, about which there can be no 
doubt:-

At Key West, three miles southwest of Dubuque, 
the public school is in the same yard with the 
Catholic church, and is taught by nuns, who teach 

the Roman catechism as a regular study. At the 
time of the writer's visit school was dismissed that 
the children might ''go riding with the sililters" to 
a neighboring convent. , 

At New Malloi'Y and Prairie Creek, the Roman 
Catholic catechism is 1·egularly taught, the writer 
himself having been present at one of the recitations 
on the observance of mass. At Bernard a similar 
state of things exists. At Wilton, near Asbury, 
three miles northwest, several years ago a priest 
ordered, and secured, the removal of the public 
school from its own to a building of his selection, 
where he regularly heard recitations in the Catholic 
catechism, and where he was accustomed to order 
the whipping of different pupils. 

At Holy Cross the public school building was 
sold years ago, and the public school is now in a 
building on church prope1·ty, taught by nuns. All 
of the above places are in Dubuque County. The 
following places are in Jackson County. At Spring 
Brook a state of things very similar to that in Holy 
Cross exists. At Spruce Creek, Otter Creek, Butler, 
and many other places, the catechism is taught. At 
La Motte the school is a building next to the Cath
olic church, which the. former bishop, Smythe per
suaded the directors to erect on church land. · This 
was done and the house paid for with public money. 
The present bishop upon coming into the diocese, 
laid claim to the property, and has since controlled 
it. At one time a lawsuit was imminent; but the 
Catholic who dared to oppose his bishop died, and 
so the matter was dropped.· It is needless to add 
that the Roman catechism is taught there. At the 
time of the writer's visit to that neighborhood, 
school was dismissed that teacher and pupils might 
attend a "mission" which priests from Chicago 
were conducting. But it is reserved for Tete-de
Morte, a little village about eight miles north of Belle
vue, to cap this sheaf; for there the public school of 
District No. 2_is in a four-storied nunnery, which is 
iianked by a Catholic church and cemetery with a 
life size image on the cross, in the same yard! 
Of course, the school is taught by nuns, and 
equally of course, the Roman catechism is taught. 
These are only instances. Many more might be 
given. In many of these schools not only is the 
catechism taught, but Roman Catholic text-books, 
filled with exaggerations and perversions of Ameri
can history., are in use. Facts which have more 
recently come to the writer persuade him that Clay
ton and Delaware Counties are also suffering from 
similar abuses; but to what extent he is not at pres
ent ready to say. 

Now these facts are just what we wanted 
to know, and what we wanted the public 
to know. Here are religious schools, with 
undoubted sectarian instruction, paid for 
out of the public funds. The great State of 
Iowa ought to put an immediate stop to 
it. We doubt not it is contrary to the 
State Constitution.'" If the reading of the· 
Ki.ng James version of the Holy Bible in 
the public schools is declared unconstitu
tional by the Supreme Court of Wisconsin, 
what shall. be said of the teaching of the 
Roman Catholic catechism in the public 
schools of Iowa ? We urge the citizens of 
Iowa to purge out this injustice and to 
give their children really undenomina
tional public schools. 

Catholics have complained, and justly 
complained, that Protestant religious ser
vices were held in the public schools. We 
have admitted that they were right, and 
that injustice has been generally ended. 
But here we have a disheartening example 
of what the Roman Catholic Church has 
done with the public schools when· it had 
the power. Can Catholics justify it? Will 
they not join with us in correcting the 
abuse ?----New Yo'l"k Independent, Sept. 25, 
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Very Apparent. 

WORKING people in France are now en
titled' to rest one day in seven. But in
asmuch as the Legislature declined to 
designate Simday as the legally appointed 
rest-day, the law is not satisfactory to 
ultra Sunday-law advocates. It is indeed 
probable that the result of the law will be 
less Sunday' labor, and that that will be the 

· day generally selected by employes, but 
that which is really desired by the Sunday 
people is not only Sunday rest from la9or, 
but governmental recognition of Sunday 
sacredness. ·.Commenting upon the FTench 
law, the Christian Advocate, of this city, 
says:_:_ 

Some' of the. nations of Europe have long tried 
·the experiment of ignoring the divinely established 
law of a seve:(lth-day's rest, and have found the 
results, unsatisfactory. Gradually but surely steps 
are being take:h toward restoring the Sabbath to its 
place among ,the national institutions of govern
m;.mt ori the .Continent. What folly it would be 
for U:s'to rush into the same errol' which· is now 
being abandoned by other countries after sufficient 
trial. Yet this is the tendency in America. No 
nation. can defy or ignore the law of God and 

· escape :disastrous results. " Godis. )lot mocked." 

The inconsistency in this ·is apparent 
whe;n we come to consider that if the 
divi!le law means simply ''a ~eventh-day's 
rest," the French law meets it fully'; anu 

·if it means a definite seventh day, as the 
Jews,· .and not ·a few Christians hold, it 
does not help the matter in. the least, for 
Sunday is not the seventh day, but the 
first. As pefore remarked, they want 
law$ which will recognize Sunday as the 
Sabbath, and they will be satisfied with 
nothing less. 

~------·-~------
Who Shall Teach That Christian 

Theology? 

THE bill introduced by Senator Edmunds 
to establish 'a national university, provides 
for the study and consideration of Ohris
tain theology. If that bill should .pass and 
the university be established, the instruct
ors would be holders of an ''.office or pub
lic trust," under the Government. Now 
the Constitutioi1 declares that "no relig
ious test shall ever be required as a qual
ification to any office or public trust under 
this Government." But if Christian the
ology be studied or considered in that 
university there will certainly have to be 
a teacher, and if a teacher be employed to 
conduct the study and consideration of 
Christian tlieology, that teacher should be 
a Christian; but to require that a man 
shall be a Christian in order to occupy 

· that place is to require a religious test as 
·a qualification to the office, and therefore 
is a violation of the Constitution. Conse
quently from this point of view, Senator 
Edrj:lunds's bill is as clearly unconstitu
tional as .it would be possible for any bill 
to be. 

On the other hand, if no such require
ment is made as that the instructor in 
Christian theology shall be a Christian, 
and thus this clause of the Constitution be 

evaded, then it would follow that instruc
tion in Christian theology would be given 
in that university by a teacher who is not 
a Christian. But just as soon as that is 
done, then the teaching of Christian the
ology is put. upon the basis of sheer ration
alism. Therefore if this provision of the 
bill should be carried out from this point 
of view, it follows that that which would 
be taught in this university as Christian 
theology would be but an ungodly mix
ture, with no Christianity in it. 

From whatever point, therefore, this bill 
may be viewed it is certain that the people 
of the United States want no such thing 
as it proposes to establish. The people of 
the United States do not want to establish 
a thing which is clearly unconstitutional, 
nor do they want to establish a system of 
Christian instruction which shall have no 
Christianity in it; nor is it right to estab
lish at public expense a system of public 
instruction which has Christianity in it. 

As we view the bills, resolutions, etc., 
introduced by certai;n United States sen
ators, we are led to wonder whether these 
are not the very individuals the poet had 
in mind when he said-

But man, proud man 
Dressed in a little brief authority 

Plays such fantastic tricks before 
High heaven as make the angels weep. 

A. T. J. 

A Specious Plea. 

-
A PROMINENT Chicago clergyman is 

credited with this statement:-
Any man with his eyes shut can testify to the 

violation of the Sunday-closing law. .Are these 
violators of the faw to be untouched by penalty ? 
What is the refusal to obey law but anarchy ? 

This is the value-to the National Re
form Association, and the American Sab
bath Union-of the movement for the clos
ing of the saloons on Sunday only. It is 
really of much more weight in the fur
therance of their purpose that saloons 
should remain open the remaining six days 
of the week if they are but closed on the 
first. An honest and impartial effort to 
close the saloons entirely, and do away 
with the liquor traffic completely, would 
deprive the Sunday-law party of one of 
their strongest arguments and most efficient 
influences for the adoption and enforcement 
of strict Sunday laws. It gives them an op
portunity, which they otherwise would not 
have, to enlist the numberless "Law and 
Order Leagues" which are being estab
lished throughout the country, and bring to 
bear their tremendous and cold-blooded 
force for the enforcement of existing law, 
irrespective of what principle of civil or 
religious liberty that law may contravene. 

Who can doubt but that so far as its 
effect upon the liquor business is con
cerned, Sunday closing is but a specious 
pretence. It is certain that the strictest 
closing upon any one day in the week 
could have no perceptible influence upon 
the traffic ail a whole, or sober any drink-

ing man to a perception of his condition, 
and save him from his doom. The truth 
is, the effort to obtain laws for the Sunday 
closing of the saloon, the store, the shop, . 
the factory, and the office, all stand on 
precisely the same footing; that is, the 
enforcement of the religious observance 
of Sunday. 

The closing of the saloon is used as a 
specious plea because that is acknowledged 
to be a reform of vital necessity, and is 
the one most prominent before the public 
at the present time. 

A law to close saloons on Sundays le
gitimizes the business for the rest of the 
week; it is another form of license. All 
forms of business being established, with 
the saloon, on the same legal basis, he 
who opens his store or office on Sunday is 
equally under the ban of the law and pub
lic opinion, with the saloon, and, in the 
public mind will fall, similarly, under the 
ministerial question and denunciation,
" Are these violators of the law to be un
touched by penalty ? What is the refusal 
to obey law but anarchy?" · 

W.H.M. 

In the Minority. 

AN exchange remarks that" the Inde
pendent has been gathering statistics eon
earning church-membership in the United 
States; finding an aggregate of some
thing over twenty-one millions in a popu
lation of sixty-three millions. The Chicago 
Times calls attention to these statistics in 
view of the demand to close the Colum
bian Exposition on Sunday; two in three 
of the population not being church attend
ants at all, and nearly one half of there
maining third being of some liberal faith 
and holding very tolerant views of the · 
use of Sunday. It says: ' The attempt of 
the Sabbatarian to enforce his peculiar 
views on this country is the attempt of a 
a relatively small minority to coerce a 
mighty multitude.'" 

Some will no don bt think to break the 
force of these figures by the assertion that 
the twenty-one million church members 
are adults, while more than one-half of the 
other two-thirds are children. But this 
is not true; the Catholics number ten 
millions, nearly one-half of the total 
church membership of the United States, 
and that includes men, women, and chil-· 
dren. The Lutherans, and possibly som& 
other denominations reckon as members 
all who have been baptized; thus it is safe 
to say that nearly, or quite, one-third of 
the twenty-one millions of church mem
bers in the United States are children. 
Were the issue squarely made between 
voting church members and voting non
church members, the former would cer
tainly be hopelessly in the minority 
even in this "Christian" country.~ But 
even were it otherwise it would not 
justify the majority in forcing their 
religious views upon the country. The 
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sma.ll minority of the people of the United 
States who. have any real religious regard 
for Sul).day, are, as Mr. Crafts says, of the 
Jew and the seventh day, "left perfectly 

. free to keep it "-that is, if they are wil
ling to deny themselves enough to do so; 
if not we venture the opinion that it 
makes no difference whether they keep it 
or not. God requires heart service. 

0. P. B. 

Compulsory School Laws. 

THE editor of the Loyal American of 
Chicago, attempts to criticise THE AMER
ICAli/ SENTINEL's position on the compulsory 
school law of Wisconsin, which requires 
that all children between stated ages 
shall study certain branches in the Eng
lish language for a given number of 
weeks each year. It says:-

The State exercising the right of self-preservation 
can provide to insure homogeneity among its citi
zens; to do this, it must provide by law that all who · 
are to be voters must learn English in public or 
private schools. 

There is a fatal mistake couched in this. 
The State has a right to say who may be 
its citizm1s, and to make certain tests of 
citizenship. Likewise it has a right to 
say who may vote, and to make certain 
tests to the exercise of franchise. But it 
has no right to compel any one to meet 
these tests whether he becomes a citizen or 
not, or whether he votes or not. Here is 
where the theory, upon which compulsory 
school laws are urged, is wrong. It as
sumes that the State has a right to require 
all within its jurisdiction to be educated for 
citizenship, whether they exercise the func
tions of citizenship or not. This is manifestly 
wrong. If, from the nature and geniu11 of 
our Government, a knowledge of the En
glish is indispensable to the proper exercise 
of the right of franchise, let it be made a 
test of franchise. Then those who do not 
meet the requirement cannot vote. This 
of itself would be an incentive to the 
learning of the language. But the State 
has no more right to compel its residents 
to be educated so that they may vote in
telligently, than it has to compel them to 
vote after they have become thus educated. 
It may, by establishing free schools, en
cours.ge education; but in the very nature 
of free government it cannot, of right, force 
any one to avail himself of the privileges 
thus offered. No State has a right to 
force its citizens to learn a single letter of 
any alphabet in the world. When a State 
to protect itself employs measures which 
trample on human rights, there must be 
something wrong with its means of pro
tection. This it certainly does when it 
forces them to exercise any of their rights 
or priviJeges. W. A. COLOORD. 

To follow foolish precedents, and wink 
With both our eyes, is easier than tG think. 

Cowper. 

N~TIONAL- -~-~ the N-:tional Religious Liberty Association, 
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We believe it is tbe right, and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own con· 
science. 
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honorable means to prevent religious legislation by tbe civll 
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"Songs of Freedom." 

PREMIUM POEMS 

IN the interest of the Religious Liberty 
work a collection of songs is being pre
pared under the above title, to be issued 
in December, 1890. The collection will 
comprise songs on four divisions of the 
subject, covering in sentiment the motto, 
"for God, for home, and native land," as 
follows:-

1. " For God." -Songs setting forth the 
moral rights of citizens to fr~edom of 
action, either to worship or not to wor
ship, referring to Bible examples of sub
jection but non-obedience to "the powers 
that be." 

2. "For Home. "-Songs of a pathetic 
nature, relating to the social phase of the 
question, introducing recent prison ex
periences in the South, drawing on the 
su.fferings of the Dark Ages, and alluding 
to the probable future if Church and 
State are again united. 

3. "For native Land. "-Patriotic songs 
in praise of our country's liberal Consti
tution, the freedom of the past, the honors 
of the present, and loyal wishes for its 
future. 

4. Songs which will arraign the argu
ments of the so-called National Reformers, 
showing in a kind but pointed manner 
that they are inconsistent, contrary to the 
Bible, subversive of liberty, and fatal to 
the home. 

A $20 PREMIUM 

Is hereby offered for f<;mr best poems,
one on each of the above topics; $15 for 
the best poem on any three of them; $10 
for the best poem on any two; and $5 for 
the best of any one of the four topics. 

lnlength the poem must not exceed five 
4-line, or four 8-line stanzas, ch6rus ad
ded, and must be forwarded to the N a
tional Religious Liberty Association, Bat
tle Creek, Michigan, before November 10, 
1890. 

A competent committee a.ppointed by 

writing of one person, who shall not be a 
member of the examining committee, and 
who shall be the only person knowing the 
origin of the poems. 

All poems sent in,. as far as suitable, 
will be set to music, as well as those 
taking the premium, and will appear in 
the forthcoming collection, "Songs of 
Freedom." 

Tlie Association also requests that any
thing already in print on these subjects, 
either with or without music, be forwarded 
for use in the collection, provided it has 
merit. · J. 0. CoRLiss, 

Cor. Sec. N. R. L.A. 

Laboring Men and the World's Fair. 

NEARLY every church society, and the 
Prohibitionists, have petitioned the man
agement of the Columbian Exposition not 
to open their gates on the Sabbath day. 

Miss Frances E. Willard has been inter
viewed concerning the Columbian Expo
sition. As she may be assumed to speak 
for a considerable body of her sex her 
opinions are of some importance. Miss 
Willard's views cover a large scope. · She 
says the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union will oppose, in the interest " of 
workingmen as well as of Christians," the 
opening of the Exposition, Sundays. 

It is more singular, however, that the 
tern perance ladies shoulq undertake the 
cruel and oppressive business of closing 
the Exposition, Sundays. Miss Willard's 
classification of workingmen and Chris
tians into mutually exclusive groups 
seems somewhat fantastic, yet may be er
roneous; but in the interest of neither can 
the Exposition be closed Sundays. There 
are Christians, of course, whose easy posi
tion in life will make it agreeable for 
them to visit the Exposition mornings of 
the week days. In the Paris Exposition 
a double admission fee was charged be
tween 8 and 10 in the morning, so as to en
able persons desirous. of avoiding crowds 
to have a comfortable time within the 
buildings and grounds. A voiding crowds 
means, under such circumstances, avoid
ing contact with common people. It 
might be a good idea for the directors to 
charge double admission week mornings 
during the corresponding hours. Then 
Christians who abhor attendance Sundays 
might go, and not come in contact with 
working men and their families. 

Employers will not give holidays with 
pay. The great majority of women can
not afford to lose a day's pay. Their wage 
is a pittance. Will the women of the 
Temperance Union undertake to make up 
their loss if they take a day off now and 
then without pay? Will the employers 
of these women, many of whom are con
tract manufacturers for wholesale hou-ses, 
be amiable about giving them days off?
Lincoln (Neb.) News. 
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NoTE>-, Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTWEL without 
having ordered . it may know . that it is sent· to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able· mle'to send out no· papers without pay in advance, except 
by,spe¢iil.\ .arrangement, therefore, those who have not_ ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simJ?IY because they take it from the post-office. 

THE Dawn is a new paper published in 
Boston, "to advocate and explain Chris
til1n·socialism, and to favor all ~easures 
practically looking to a realization of 
socialism in the name of Christ." 
" Christian socialism" is simply another 
name for so-called Nat.ional Reform, and 
the Dawn is simply another National Re
form organ, with variations. 

THE Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, having secured an alliance with 
the · National Reform Association, the 
American Sabbath Union, and the Prohi
bition Party, is now laying itR snares to 
catch the SalvM.tion Army; but our advice 
to the Salvation Army is, that if it wishes 
to continue to do the good work which it 
has been doing ·so long, let it diligently 
refuse to allow itself to be joined in any 
way with the Woman's Christian Tempel" 
ance Union. 

THE Convention Reporter, a new monthly 
paper, is the organ of the Sixth District 
of the American Sa1rbath Union, embrac
ing Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin. Rev. James P. Mills, M. A., 
District Secretary, is editor and publisher. 
The Evangel of Rest, issued monthly at 
Colfax, Iowa, under the management of 
Rev. Charles R. Hunt, State Secretary of 
the American Sabbath Union, is another 
paper the mission of which is to mold 
public opinion in favor of Sunday laws. 
It seems to be the settled policy of the so
called Sabbath Union to multiply papers 
in advocacy of the objects of the society. 

THE Elkhorn Valley District Methodist 
Episcopal Conference in session at Oak
dale, Nebraska, August 19 and 20, adopted 
the following resolution:-

Resolved, That we, the members of the Elkhorn 
Valley District Conference, have learned with regret 
that within the last five years the Government of 
the United States has appropriated over two mill
ions of dollars for the support of sectarian and de· 
nominational schools, thereby connecting Church 
and State. This we deem unjust and unlawful, and 
we as Christian workers in the cause of Christ deem 
these demands of some of the churches for appro
priations, and the acceptance of the same, contrary 
to the teachings of Christ, our Lord, and the genius 
of our Government. 

This is a step in the right direction. 
Now if the whole Methodist body would 
t:.tk:<? this matter up, ftnd pass a simHar 

. 

resolution, and th~n ~efund t.o the Gov
ernment the $18,825 .that they received for 
the years, 1889, 1890, and 1891, we might 
hope to see a radiqalreform. 

- . ,- ' 

---....-. _.,~--c---
IN ans~ering a correspoi1dent, who com~ 

plained of railroad companies' creating 
"a class of deliberate Sabbath-breakers," 
by running their trains upon Sunday, 
among other thii1gs, the Christian at 
Work, ·says this:-

We deplore the Sabbath desecration that exists. 
At the same time let us remember that what is 
necessary and promotive of public good on Sunday, 
is not a desecration- Christ's declarations as to 
which, the reader will readily recall. 

We confess our inability to ''readily 
recall " anywhere in the Bible, a passage 
where either the Saviour or apostles re
ferred to the possible profanation of " the 
first day of the week, commonly called 
Sunday." Will the Christian at Work 
kindly cite us to the chapter, and verse? 

---~-·---

FoLLOWING is one of the '' reasons" 
given in one of the California Sunday-law 
documents, for a ''civil" Sunday law:-

,' Th~ sacredness of the Sunday is the laborer's 
only shield." The Sabbath as a political institu
tion is of inestimable value, independently of its 
claim to divine authority. There is no danger of 
destroying the Christian religion so long as the 
Christian, Sabbath is acknowledged and kept as a 
sacred day. 

So after all the great '' reason " for 
Sunday laws is the preservation of the 
Christian religion. But there was a time 
in the h,~story of Christianity when it was 
not only preserved, but when it actually 
flourished, not only 'without laws in its 
favor, but under bitter persecution. Why 
does it now need the support of civil law? 
Has Christianity lost its power? or have 
its professors lost all spirit of self-sacrifice 
that they now demand laws to remove 
from the Christian pathway every diffi-
culty? _____ ..,. ____ _ 

AND now we are to be a:ffiicted by an· 
other form of paternalism in government, 
or at least by another paternal theory. 
Mrs. Victoria C. Woodhull Martin's latest 
idea of government embraces these car· 
dinal points: Only healthy people shall 
marry; legislators are to be versed in 
psychology and pathology; courts are to 
be presided over by scientists, who will 
study the mental condition of criminals 
and prescribe proper treatment; cab
inets are to be composed of philosophers, 
representing every branch of science, 
whose qhief duty will be to look after the 
internal welfare of the people, see to the 
sanitary condition of all the factories, 
dwellings, etc., and find employment for 
all working -people. "Mrs. Martin," re
marks the World, "hopes to live to see 
this ideal government established, and 
then die and be known to history as the 
father of it, as it were." 

When will the nonsense of attempting 
to legislate this earth into a pa;radise, end? 

'' FIRESIDE SKETCHES," is the name of 
oue of the -most attractive and valuable 
juvenile books that has ever come to our 
table. It is a new subscription book of 
nearly 200 pages, eight by eleven inches, 
substantially and handsomely bound in 
blue cloth, ink-stamped, and in red cloth, 
embossed in jet and gold, the latter being 
of course the more attractive binding. 
But beautiful as is the outside of this 
book, the inside is even more attractive, 
because of. the matter which the book 
contains, and the illustrations with which 
it abounds. The following partial list of 
subjects; all of which are treated in a 
most interesting and instructive manner, 
will give a good idea of the scope of the 
book:-

The Falls of the Yosemite, California Big Trees, 
General Grant in Siam, The Chinese in California, 
Columbia River, Salt Lake City, Alaska, .'l'he 
Frozen North, Volcanoes and Earthquakes, ·En
counter with an Iceberg, Zambes.i Falls, Africa, 
Land of· the Midnight Sun, South Sea Islands, Rip 
Van Winkle, etc. 

There is also a '' Miscellaneous Depart
ment" of unusual interest to both old and 
young. The whole book is profu_sely il
lustrated, containing over 150 beautiful 
and instructive illustrations, over twenty
five of which are full page engravings. 
Besides the engravings, there are four 
excellent maps. Of the illustrations in 
'' Fireside Sketches," the publishers say: 
"The illustrations have been procured 
:with great care. Some we have been 
able to find in our own country, but many 
have had to be engraved especially for 
the work, or imported from foreign col
lections. No labor or expense has been· 
spared to make this work as perfect as 
possible." The book itself bears witness 
to the correctness of this statement. 

Persons who desire to learn book can
vassing, cannot do better than to secure 
an agency for ''Fireside Sketches," at 
once, and thus take advantage of the ap
proaching holiday season. It is a book 
that will sell at sight, in almost every home 
where there are children or youth, and 
even the older people will want it for their 
own reading. · 

"Fireside Sketches" is published by 
the Central Manl.lfacturing Company, 
Battle Creek, Michigan; Eastern agency, 
43 Bond Street, New York, N.Y. 

. THE editor-in-chief of this paper has 
been absent from the city for some weeks, 
and will be till about the first of next 
year. Personal correspondence should be 
addressed to him, in care of the Pacific 
Press, Oakland, California. 
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SAYS th~;~ Christian Stale$man ::-
The platfqrPl of the Prohibition,party, in Pennsyl

vania,. retains the familiar pregnant acknowledg
~mint of Almighty God as the source of all power 
and authoritiy in civil government. 

It follows that should that party come 
into powet it would attempt to define and 
to enforce the will of God, and herein 
lies the evil of such acknowledgment by 
pa'r:ties and by governments. . 

Every i-ndividual should not only ac
knowledge, but should yield allegiance to 
God for himself, and should do all that 
he can, by persuasion, to induce others to 
do the same, but political parties should do 
nothing o.f the kind for they are organized 
for· the express purpose of administering 
the government, and as government is 
force, for a political party: to make such 
an acknowledgment as that quoted above, 
is simply to avow the purpose to force 
upon all the people their interpretation of 
the will of God. God has' not committed 
such power to men. 

A. RECENT decision of the Supreme 
Court of · Pennsylvania, holding that a 
barber who kept his shop oiJ'en on Sunday 

i?lated the statutes prohibiting all labor 
n the Lord's Day except works of neces
lty and chari~y, provoked the following 

comment by the editor of the .Albany 
Times:-

Why ·the Pij.i'ladelphia ' judges should 
hold that it is Sabbath· breaking for a 
barber to "shave a customer on Sunday, 
but not for the customer tO shave himself, 
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is one of those queer things that none but 
Philadelphia lawyers could fathom. If 
the shaving be work and labor, why is it 
not equally work and labor if performed 
by an individual upon his own counte
nance? .And again, if Sunday shaving be 
work and labor, what is putting on one's 
coat or one's clean shirt to be called ? Is 
not the one as necessary to a decent ap~ 
pearance at church service as the other? 
Does not a decent respect for the house of 
worship require a man to appear in it 
with a clean face, as well as in a clean 
collar and polished shoes ? And if the 
law will not allow the barber to shave his 
cheeks and chin, why does it permit his 
cook to prepare his dinner, his waitress 
to serve it up, and him to eat it? Where 
does Sunday work and labor begin, and 
where does it end ? 

They Agree on the Main Point. 

WE have several times remarked that 
the only real difference between Romanists 
and Protestants on the educational ques
tion is, that the former want State aid in 
teaching Catholicism, while the latter 
want the State to pay· for teaching Prot
estantism. We now propose to offer a 
little proof directly on this point. 

The Catholw Review, published in this 
city, is certainly a representative Catholic 
paper. In its issue of August 30, appeared 
an article, entitled, '' Why Should Not 
the State Pay for ReligJous Instruction ? " 
in which strong ground was taken in 
favor of that very thing. The Review 
says:-

To m~e a man truly moral you must reach his 
conscience, and the conscience can be effectually 
reached only by the powerful motives and sanctions 

. of Teligipn which looks tio the Autho'i of conscience 
and recognizes the imperative obligation to obey 
Him. To bripg those motives and sanctii:mB tio bear 
upon the life and conduct they must be enforced 
by definite, thorough and authoritative teaching of 
the doctrines and precepts of religion. . . . 
Banish God from yolU' clll'riculu:m, or in any deg1'ee 
weaken the ligaments. that . bind the conscience to 
the throne of God, and by just ·so ni;ueh you let 
loose the unbridled passions·of men; and introduce 
knavery, insubordination and every evil work. 

NUMBER 41. 

Now, if religion be so essential an element in the 
formation of good moral citizens, why should the 
Government be so unwilling tio encourage it in its 
system of education of the rising generation? Why, 
evidently, the State ought tio encourage it. It ought 
tio hold out every inducement in its power and be 
willing tio furnish every facility to the diiferent 
religious bodies for making religion the foundation 
and informing spirit of their system of education. 

There is no mistaking the meaning of 
this language. It is a plea for State aid 
to parochial schools, for no Catholic would 
admit for a moment that the State can or 
ought to teach religion; the State should, 
however, pay the Church for teaching it, 
is the Catholic theory. 

.And now let us turn to the Protestants 
and see what they say. In the Ohris.tian 
Statesman, of August 14, is an article, in 
which occurs this language:-

Beyond dqubt the God of stiorms is angry. As a 
Nation we· have forgotten him. . . . Him and 
his word we have ruled qut largely fro~ the sphere 
of Government. We have said, "We will not have 
this man tio rule over us." This is the declaration 
of the fundamental law of our land, and the effects 
are to be seen in all the ramifications of our Gov
ernment. The secular theory of Government is at 
the bottom of most of .America's woes. The Bible 
is ignored. It. cannot be taught in the sChools 
where our youth, who are to manage governmental 
affairs, are trained. Many of these youth get no 
religious training at home or in any Sabbath school, 
therefore they grow up practically heathen ; unless 
they absorb some religion or religious convictions 
by social contact with good people, they willlm<>w 
but littile about Christianity. 

The meaning of this is also unmistak
able; it is that, as a Nation we ought to 
see to it tnat our youth receive religious 
instruction, and that that instruction 
should be imparted through the medium of 
the public schools. And herein is the dif
ference, and the only difference on this 
question between very many Protestants 
and the whole body of Roman Catholics, 
namely, the Protestants want the Protest
ant Bible and Protestant religion taught 
in the public schools, while the Catholics 
want the State to give them a portion of 
the school funds in order that they may 
the more easily maintain their own schdols 
in which to teach the Roman Catholic 
religion. h either event the State would 
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pay for the teaching of religion, and in 
effect· become a partner of the Church in 
the .. business of giving religious instruc
tioJ?.. It follows that when they reproach 
one . another for ·.endeavoring to secure 
some advantage by an alliance with the 
State, it is nothing more . than the pot 
calling_ the kettle black. The moral of 
all this is that there is but one proper 
course for the State to pursue in the mat
ter~Qf~du.cation, namely, to provide facil
ities :for giying not an irreligious, but a 
purely secular education to all children 
not otherwise provided for, andleaving to 
the Church and to the home the teaching 
of religion. To attempt any other system 
would be to belittle religion and destroy 
our common school system. c. P. B. . 

A Warning for the Clergy. 

THE Municipal League is working hard 
to initiate the clergy as practical politi
cians, and it seems to be having very fair 
success in some quarters. The novelty of 
the business is not without its attractions 
for parsons who find their religious duties 
monotono'J.s, and are glad of an opportu
nity to take a hand in political strategy. 

The League is trying to enlist both 
Christian clergymen and Jewish rabbis; 
but the Hebrew Standard warns the teach
ers of its faith to•be on their guard against 
the allurements of these banded politi
cians. "We confidently hope," it says, 
'' that every Jewish minister will refuse 
participating in the affair." It thinks that 
the ·ministers should attend to their ap
pointed functions, and be content to preach 
religious principles of conduct, instead of 
electioneering for a political party. 

The ad vice is good. If the parsons can 
infuse the· spirit of true religion into the 
community, there will be no need of get
ting up any so-called reform movement in 
politics. If every individual proceeds to 
reform himself, the government of the 
town is sure to be all right; and the pur
pose of religion is to bring about that 
individual reform. That is what the 
churches are for, and so far as they fai.l 
there, they fail in their spiritual mission. 
They cannot compensate for the failure by 
undertaking to begin at the other end and 
to teach men how to perform their secular 
duties. Their function is to purify men's 
hearts and regenerate their souls, and 
when that work i-s done, righteous conduct 
will follow, necessarily. 

Neither is it probable that the parsons 
will contribute anything toward the puri
fication of politics where politics require 
to be purified. When they start out to 
apply the methods ·of politics in their 
churches and church convocations, we all 
know. th~;tt the devil rejoices over the pros
p ct of a rich harvest of wickedness. The· 
sweetness and harmony of religious fellow
ship are transformed into the trickery and 
bitterness of battle. The clergy enlisted 
by this League are going into politics as 

partisans of its particular ticket. Their 
congregations are divided, the great ma
jority of them supporting the Democracy, 
against whom the- League ticket: is to be 

. run. How, thert; can there be peace and 
good will in the churches ? Where will. 
the pastors be after election, wh~nthe in
creased acrimony ·Of the strife has left its 
results in heart-burning and disappoint
ment, triumph and ·exultation? The'y 
will have to remain as political leaders, 
with such a remnant of partisan followers 
as they can retain, and their churches wl.ll 
be League churches, not Christian com
munions. The bond of union will be 
political, and not religious, agreement. 
The people who want religion o:nly, will 
go elsewhere. 

Therefore we are not surprised that the 
Hebrew paper warns the Jewish rabbis 
to keep out of the trap set fo:r the minis
ters by this League of seif-seeking politi
cians. They are sure to be harmed if they 
are caught in it, and will be able to extricate 
themselves only after having lost in both 
moral and religious power and influence. 
Failure as politicians may teach them a 
useful lesson, but the obstacles in the way 
of their spiritual prosperity will be greatly 
increased and. multiplied because of it. 

Yet many of them seem determined to 
find this out by actual experience~-The 
Sun. 

Keep Church and State Separate. 

THE St. Louis Globe-Democrat runs into 
the same way of error with several other 
papers on the subject of the Bennett law 
and the opposition to it. It makes the 
opponents of the law to be "the opponents 
of the English language," while they are 
nothing of the kind. They teach English 
in their schools; their children learn to 
speak English; they themselves learn it 
and use it on occasion. It is a total per
version of the question at issue to make 
the action of the opponents of the Bennett 
law to be against the English langti.age or 
its use. The sole point at issue is wheth.er 
the State shall assume control of the pri
vate schools and dictate what shall be 
taught there, or how it shall be taught. 

Again the Globe-Democrat misstates the 
question when it says:-

In the mil,tter of the regulatiop. of the schools the 
people will not submit to dictation from any church 
or churches, however widely extended or powerful. 

In this contest there is no attempt what
ever on the part of either of the churches 
concerned to dictate to the State in any 
way in the matter of the regulation of the 
State schools. It is strictly and_ really a 
denial of the right of the State to dictate. 
in the matter of their own, private schools.
As the State would be right i:g, resenting 
dictation from any church hi the matter 
of the regulation of the State schools, so 
any church is right in resenting the dicta, 
tion of the State· in the regulation of the 
church schools. ·Such action on the part 
of the churches is only allegiance to the 

principle of the absolute separation be
tween Church and State. For, for any 
church to assume control of the State 
schools or· .dictate in any manner what
ever what shall be taught there, or how, 
would be a union of Church and State; 
and it is none the less a union of Church 
~nd State when the State presumes to 
assume control of the church schools and 
dictate what shall 'be taught there, and 
how it shall be taught. Whoever pleads 
for the separation of Church and State 
indeed, ·wm be an open straightforward 
opponent of the Bemiett law, and every-
thing like it. A. T. J. 

'sunday-Law Arrogance. 

IN the Christian Union of July 26, Dr. 
Lyman Abbott, the editor, says on the 
question of Sunday:-

The current · notion that Christ and his. apostles 
authoritatively substituted the first day of the week 
for the seventh is absolutely without any authority 
in the New Testament. 

This statement is undoubtedly true, as 
any one may satisfy himself by carefully 
reading the New Testament. It is also the 
view held by other leading Protestant 
doctors, notably Dr. Schaff, and by other 
leading publications, for instance, the 
Ch?-istian at Work. 

In the· same paper from which we make 
the above quotation, in ''Home Talks 
about the Word," Emily Huntington 
Miller on the subject of Christ, says:-

He taught by his example. He always kept holy 
the Sabbath day. 

Now it is absolutely certain that Christ 
did not keep the first day of the week, but 
the seventh day according to the com
mandment; the day which all the Jews 
were observing. There was never any 
controversy about whether that day should 
be observed or not. The contention raised 
by the Pharisees against the Saviour was 
not whether that day should be kept, but 
how it should be kept. The day, therefore, 
which Christ kept holy was not the first 
day of the week; and, as he taught by his 
example, it is evident t'4at there is no 
force whatever in his teaching by example 
in favor of the observance of the first day 
of the week. 

This is the doctrine and this is the logic 
of these two quotations from the Christian 
Union. This isthe truth as acknowledged 
by these two writers, and this journal. And 
being the truth, what basis is there in rev
elation, religion, or reason, for all these 
preachers and associations so urgently de
manding the enactment of laws and the 
strict enforcement of the laws already· in 
existence, to compel people to respect the 
first day of the week as the Lord's day, 
the Sabbath day, or the Christian Sab
bath? 
. Such statements as these from those 

who believe· in the observance of the first 
day of the week, plainly shows what THE 
SENTINEL has always insisted upon, viz.~ 
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that the · movement to secure the enact
ment and enforcement of Sunday laws, is 
nothing more nor less than a scheme of 
ambitious preachers to secure control of 
the oivil power to force upon people their 
~wn will for the will of God. Such a 
thing wo.uld be bad enough. if it were truly 
the will of God which they sought to en-

. force; but when it is their own will th~t 
they intend to put in ·the place of the will 
of God, and compel people to obey it a.s 
the will of God, then it is infinitely worse. 
The sche~e is nothing less than lJ,n effort 
to put themselves in the place of God, and 

. so 'to erect he1;e a living likeness to a 
pow€)r whi<;h did that same thing before; 
tha(is, the P&pacy. A. T. J. 

-----+·•------
Sbbu.ld the State Regulate Morals? 

THis is an important question, and one 
that ever·y American citizen: shou~d under
stand, and .be able to answer intelligently. 
In order to have a more correct under
standing of the question it will be neces
sary to define the terms used. 

''Morality is the relation of conformity 
or non-conformity to the tl"tle mor~,l stand
ard . or rule. The .conformity of 
an act to the divine law." The "divine 
law," is universally acknowledged as being 
'' summarily contained in the Decalogue," 
written by the finger of God on the tables 
of stone. . From this, it is plain that 
morality pertains solely to God, having 
reference to man's relation to his Maker. 
It must also .be just as plain that, with 
these, civil governments or civil rulers 
can have nothing to do. 

For civil governments were ordained to 
rule, not i11 the things of God, but in the 
things pertaining to civil matters-there

-lation Of man to his fellowtman or to the 
government itself. 

· Civil government therefore can have no 
right to enforce or regulate acts of con
formity or non-conformity of its,subjects 
to the divine law.. And an attempt, even 
of this kind, is only an atterhpt. to regulattJ 
matters of conscience, and civil govern
ment can have nothing to do with con
science. 

It is true, in every sense of the word, 
that, "Sabbath desecration is to be de
plored." But, as the Sabba.th is an insti
tution of heaven, and the command for 
the Sabbath is found in the moral law, 
and all moral questions pertains to God's 
government, the observance oi· non-ob
servance of the Sabbath should be left to 
the individual conscience of every subject 
of civil government. And farther, if the 
above propositions are correct, the dvil 
government has no rig·ht whatever, even 
to try to enforce a moral question, a ques
tion that pertains to man's relation to his 
Maker; and it must be clearly seen, that to 
attempt such a thing is exalting the civil 
government above God himself, for God 
never forces obedience from his creatures. 

It will never do to say that this is a 

temperance measure, for if a person who 
drinks, knows that he will be prohibited 
from getting it on any one day in seven, 
he will get enough on ·the day preceding, 
to supply his supposed needs. 

Then, again, what may or may not be 
considered a desecration of the Sabbath, 
can only be decided by an appeal to divine 
law. And here, again, we are met with 
differences of opinion and interpretation. 
Thus again we see this must be left to the 
individual conscience, and not to civil 
authority, unless we adopt the principle 
that ''might makes right," and then let 
questions of conscimice be settled by ma
jorities. 

Lord Macaulay ironically says, that in 
matters of conscience ''majorities are all 
right, when I'm in the majority; but all 
wrong when I'm in the minority." 

To illustrate still farther, we will take 
the case of the infidel. Has he no rights ? 
He has no convictions or scruples as to 
the Sabbath. Would it be right for the 
Christian, who might be in the majority, 
to compel him. to observe a Christian in
stitution? It would be all right and 
proper if it would l1e right for the infi
del, who might be in the majority, to 
declare that there was no Sabbath, and 
compel Christians to labor on the Sabbath. 
But if one is wrong so is the other. 
· It must, therefore, be clear to all, that the 

only position for the civil government, or 
local authorities, is simply to protect 
every man in his rights; the Christian in 
keeping the Sabbath, and the infidel in 
not keeping it. If we should try to com
pel a man who is not a Christian, to act 
as do the Christians, we should only make 
a hypocrite of him who otherwise might 
be a good citizen, and thus he would be
come a dangerous man, and ·hence a 
dangerous oHizen. Let us be consistent, 
and look at this question from the stand
point of the Golden Rule. ''Therefore all 
things, whatsoever ye would that men 
should. do to you, do ye even so to them." 

. H. F. PHELPS. 
-----•-+~---

Keep Them Separate. 

religious truth altogether. It is well
known that the people of Germany are 
much given to skepticism. Its educated 
class is famous for its ''free-thinking," so
called. The French educated class, all of 
which was in its youth under parochial 
school influence, is atheistic. 

All ProtEistant nations are agreed that 
there should be a separation of Church 
and State. The Catholic laity all over 
the world is nearly ~nanimous in the same 
opinion. I think that even the Catholic 
priesthood, at least in the United States, 
holds this view. The separation of Church 
and State implies the separation of Church 
and school. The Church and State are 
separated in the :nterest of the perfection 
of both. The concession mode in 
Savannah, Poughkeepsie, and a few other 
places, viz: a compromise which permits 
Catholic religious exercises before and 
after school in the school room, or which 
permits the teacher to wear the garb of 
some Catholic order-the garb of the sis
ters or the priesthood-militates against 
the public character of the school and 
cannot be conceded as a possible compro
mise.-W. T. Harris, United States Com
missioner of Education, in· Independent. 

Strengthening the Hands of the 
Enemy.-

THE Truth Seeker, of this city, occasion
a!ly says some vory good and sensible 
things. Here is a sample:-· 

The State should not pay for religious instruction 
in the public schools, for the reason that it is not 
the State's business. Religion is a question for each 
person to decide for himself. The public schools 
are for the children of every one, and it could not 
be otherwise than a wrong inflicted upon some child 
to have religion taught therein-some Freethinker, 
some Protestant, some Catholic, some Jew. And 
for the State to provide schools for each sect would 
be impossible. It would l'Uin the people to pay the 
taxes to support them. There are some two hun
dred sects of Christians in the world, and the United 
States has samples of about all of them. Schools 
would have to be multiplied forty-fold. There is 
no feasible plan to educate children in public schools 
that will not work injustice except to make them 
strictly secular, anclleave their religious education 
to their parents. 

IT seems to me clear that it is better to This is sound; but not so with this 
separate religions instruction from secular precious bit of baseless assertion from 
instruction, and to place it in a different the same article:-
school-a school connected with the church. It seems to be necessary to continually remind 
. , . If the pupil leaves the secular school the priests that morality has nothing to do with re-

ligion. Morality appeals to the experience of man
and repairs to the church for a religious kind. It cares nothing about faith, nothing about 
lesson, the impression made upon him is sacred books. Morality depends upon facts, some
much stronger than the same lesson given thing that can be seen, something known, the prod
in the secular school in connection with uct of which can be estimated. 

secular lessons. Careful observers of the But morality has much to do with re
e:ffects of the religious lessons placed on ligion, and we doubt not that even the 
programmes of schools i~ Germany, and Truth Seeker admits it practically, even if 
Austria, and other nations, tell us that it does not as a theory. We have known 
where the secular studies are taught ac- the Truth Seeker to remark upon.the inf
cording to the true method the pupils are 

1 

morality of professed Christians as some
prone to hold in a sort of contempt the thing not in accordance with their profes
contents of their religious lessons. They sion. Why, if morality has nothing to 
are apt to bring their critical intellects to do with religion ? The Tndh Seeker cer
bear on dogmas and become skeptical of tainly knows better. 



THE J.\.A(ERICl~N ·sEN'I"INE·L. 

Bu.t we quote again from th.e Stl!me 
art:i,cle:-

Tl,l!). ~;!,tate sJ19uld :o,ot teach reUgion for anot4er 
reason. Religion is tb,e enemy of the State, in, tha,t 
it diverts the attention of men from thi!> world, t6 
another, and teaches them to sacrifice this world to 
that other. This weakens the ties thli.t hold families 
and States together, and ha,s a tendency to reduce 
society to anarchy. 

The paper th~t uses such arguments(?) 
against the teaching of religion, is simply 
strengthening the hands of th.ose who 
would make our public schools auxiliary 
to the. Church. Every unprejudiced; ma,n 
knows tha,t tru.e Christianity is- not "the 
enemy; of the. Stl:l.te." Both Christ and the 
apostletl taught submission to rightful 
aut];J,o~~ty; and while Christianity teaches 
that, a gDod hope of eternal life should be 
the first and great concern of every J:P.an, 
it a~so ex:Q.orts to diligence. in business; a1)..d; 
every infidel in the land knows that 
wherever you :find a good Christian, one 
who is really worthy of the nf}me, you 
:find a good citizeJ:F, a good neighbor, a,nd 
a good husband and father. Christia;nity 
guards the family, and cements fa.mHy ties
as nothing else can, and it is surpdsiug 
that the Truth Seeker should deny it. The 
editor of that paper should read the twelfth 
chapter of Paul's epistle to the Romans, 
,and learn what practical Bible Christian-
ity is. C. P. B. 

The Divine Basis. 

THE Pearl of Days says:-
An awakened moral conviction t:Q.roughout the 

land must precede civil Sunday statutes, otherwise 
such· legislation will be loose and below the divine 
standard. 

The natu.:ral rules of construction upon 
which la1;1gua,ge is founded, an9.: the inex
orable. necessity for a certain consecutive
ness in mental action, make it well nigh 
impossible but that falsehood and mis
statem~nt slwuld often bear unconscious 
and. ll-lli:ntentional testimony to the truth. 

It is so. in this case. Before there is 
likely' to be any legislation upon the Sun
day question purely on a civil basis,-that 
is, be~o:,:e purely civil Sunday stat:ute$. 
willever be palil,~ed, and the relig:ious stat
utes upon Sunday observance be. expur
gated from the law books,-there must be 
"ana,wrakerJ.ed moral conviction through-. 
out the land;" otherwise such leg.j~>lation 
will Qertaj;nly be below the "divine st!1nd
ard." But what w:ould be the divine 
standard, of "civil· Sundflly statutes" ? 

W-e hav:e the divine standard of relig~ 
iou~ .S~bbat4 statutes in E1j:odus 20:8, 9, 
10: " Remember the.S~bbaJJh, day to k~ep 
it holy, six;, days shl;l>lt thou labor and do 
all thy:work; but the--Se¥en.th day is the. 
SEI!bb,EJ,t:Q. of:t:he I,.ord thy God." Howev;er, 
thisf. l~:w wpuld not apply in ally reE!~ct 
to. Sundftoy, as the. day mentioP.ed in the 
di;vi;J;I,e. st~t:uW, quoted is the) seve:p.th day, 
an!i Su;nday is the :first day;. it is map,i~est, · 
the.re~q~e, that we must look elsewh9re for 
the diviue standard. No human court of 
law would accept the assertion in Exodus, 

"The sevemth d;ay is t:qe Sabb~t.l;l,." etc., 
as authority for a.iaw on the. stflltl'l\te hook 
of any State,. that "no servile. labor s,b,{tll 
be performed on the first day of the we13~,. 
commonly called Sunday." Certainly not, 
the discrepancy is. too patent. Such an 
assuwption would be preposterou$. 

A careful search of the divine statute 
book from the :first phrase, '' In the be
ginning," at the opening of Gen,esis, tp 
the "Amen," which closes thelast.chapter 
of Revelation, fails to produce, a ei1;1gle 
precedent; Sunday must therefore stand 
solely upon its own worth as a secular 
day, with such extra dignity as hum~n 
laws may have conferred upon it. 

Find;ing no standard then b:y which 
human legislation ma,y reguhtte its.elf as 
to. the da.y in pa:~:ticular, it wiU be. neces, 
sary to co~sider the other 'Qra:z;w:h of the 
question, aAd ask what divine st11ndard 
we are given by which to regulate civil 
Sunday legislation, as well as all other 
civil legislation? Upon this we have. t}l~ 
authority of Christ himself in Luke. 20:25; 
and Matt. 22: 21, '' Render therefore unto 
Crosar the things which are Orosar's, a1;1d 
unto God the things that are God's." 
.And ag.ain in another place, " .All things 
whatsoever ye would that m,en should do 
to you, do ye even so to them." The di
vine stan.<;la:rd by which all hullli;l>.n legisla,., · 
tion must be governed is. he.re given.. The 
:first principle laid down is that that which, 
is God's is extra judicial,· entirely, an~ 
cannot be trenched upon by civil regula7 
tions, eit.her to be added to, detracted 
.from, or in any way to be mfl,de asubject 
of a.djudicl;l(tion, 

Civil Sund;ay statutes, thei,l, !llUSt be. 
co~fi;rmd solely to such reg~a~ion!> of civil 
affairs, upon that day, as is acknowledged 
to be fit for the maintenance of good order 
and general civility upon the Fourth. of 
July, and other legal holidays. For if it 
is a religious regulation it conflicts with 
the " divine standard," and i£. Jlurely civil 
it must containno religious ele1:p.ent. All 
civil Sunday statutes must also be strictly 
impartial; there must be in them nothing 
whatever which might not be equally ap
plicable to any other day; otherwise they 
will be found to c01~flict here and there 
with the standa1::d, ''Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so.· 
to them." 

When will there be " throug}}.,out this 
land" such an awakening,of "n;LOral cc:w:~ 
victiOJ;ls" as will raise our civil: stS~tutes,to 
the divine standard ? And whell. w:ill th.e . 
law-makers, and those who appoint them, 
underat~nd that the statutes of God are 
his, and that he has dmwn an unalter:.able 
line of d'emalika.tion betwe~u· them. apd th.e. 
civil regulfl.Uons . which: he. has, granted 
ma:p. t4e, pl:'iv;ilegj:l. and. the. ability' of es
tablishing:Jor)lit;n.self? If it were .possible 
for that day ever to come, ther.e would be. 
found in itno "loos,eJegislation" in, whi{)h. 
men would gp outaide their ll:lg.~sl,ative 
sphere to enforce or interpret divine laws, 

or. under the title " Civil Sunday" to en-
force & relj,gio:u;s Sa,bbath. w. H. M.. 

·Hits Them Too. 

FlREilllTHINKIE·Rs have discovered that 
they; ~' well as the Mormons, might 
easily b.a• disf:ranchised under the Idaho 
test oath. Commenting upon th!_tt oath, 
a:nd how it would affect· seventh -day Chris
tians, should Idaho adopt a rigid Sunday 
law, the. Trruth Seeker says:- ·· 

It occurs to us also that the Freethinkers are in 
the,sazne boat. It is true that infidels do not teach 
a~>: a religious duty that labor on Sunday is partie· 
ul!!<rlY righteous, but they do teach that it is just as 
righteous as working on any day. This they do 
from a common-sense standpoint, which would come 
under the statutory description of '' otherwise " than 
as a religioW! duty. Therefore, if Idaho shall by 
law define lli.bor on Sunday as a orime, and disfran
chise all who advise, teach, counsel, or encourage it, 
the Freethinkers of the State, and they are legion, 
will have to be hypocrites or be classed with Mor
mons and deprived of their voting rights. 

So it is with a great many other things whioh aJ.'e 

artificially made crimes. by legislation. In some 
States, like New Jersey, for instance, speaking con
tumeliously of Christ is blasphemy, and blasphemy 
is a crime. Yet there are thousands of Freethink
ers, particularly in the boundless West, who . . . 
do speak of• Christ in just that. mannet•. . . . 
But suppose Idaho should borrow New Jersey's 
blasphemy law. . • . . And with.a prohibitory law, 
beer-sellers would be disfranchised, and so would 
all anti-prohibitionists who advise resistance to the 
law. . . . The oath, therefore, very plainly goes 
too- :far. If it chould be rigorously administered, 
the voters of Idaho would be diminished to an ex
tremely. small proportion of the population. Most 
people object to one or more of their State's statutes, 
and suppose Anarchists Tucker and' Pentecost, who 
object to all laws, should move out· to Idaho-why, 
two of the most intelligent and best citizens. of the 
State couldn't get within miles of the polls. 

It is indeed apparent that the Idaho test 
oath does, as we said a week or two ago, 
go too far. It ought to be abolished. 

An. Answer to Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts on 
the Su,nctay Amusement Question. 

'rHEREis a .class of men lecturing through 
tlie cou1;1b>y at the present time, who un
question~;~.bly take unwarranted positions 
on the subject of the conduct of the people 
on Sund1:11y, and what is proper Sunday 
observance; and they wish to force every
bo.dy to conform to their ideas. VJ e use 
the term force in its most literal sense, 
that of physical compulsion. That these 
men. have a perfect right _to their ideas as 
to what is proper Sunday observance, and 
also by tonga,1.e and pen to labor to per
.suad;e.men to endorse and adopt them, no 
one for a. moment denies. But the doc
trine of coercion which they advocate is 
radically wrong, and deserves to be 
frowned upqn by every intelligent citizen 
a:qd.lpver, ~o(civiJ and religious liberty. 
These men.' a1e trying to wqrk the people, 
or on,~ cl~ss of people, up to such a. pitch 
of religi.~us. zeal that. they will demand 
that their ideas. on .religion shall be en
Q.Qt.d into law, and fore~ upon all classes, 



THE .AMERICAN SENTINEL. 325 

irrespective of their religious conV:i.ctions 
or non-convictions. 

Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts is 'a prominent 
lecturer among this class of religio-polit
ical enthusiasts. He endeavors to prove 
that all amusements on Sunday should he 
prohibited by law, and claims that this 
can be done oH a purely civil basis. The 
way he says it .mm be done is by asserting 
that•Sunday amusements are not only sins 
against God, but " crimes against man." 
Now we submit that when an amusement 
Oll Saturday is acknowledged to be a 
harmless entertainment to' hlankind, it 
will.be difficult, on a civil basis, to show· 
that it is crime on Sunday. There is 
no l&;w in logics or physics within the 
rea:hns of. ·civility by which tliis can he 
shown. . SlQ:ch a thing is impossible. It 
·might as well be argued that the sun's 
rays' shining on a certain .day are detri-

. :IIlelital to: Yegeta~ion. Divest Sunday or 
· any othe·r day of its religious character, 
and • the absurdity of the claim that 
hartifless almusements, on that day, are 
orim;es against men, will at once appear. 
Did :not some regard Surtda:y religiously, 
n() one WOJtld be heard decrying Sunday 
amusements. This is confirmed by the 
fact that none but the religious, or those 
catering to.religious influertces, a:t:e heard 
asking for laws to suppr~13S. them. This · 
being so, M:r. Crafts's stateni(mt that these 
things are :prohibited, or asked. to be pro
l1ibited, · "n.ot because Su,nday amuse
:nents are regarded by Christians as sin
:\tl," . is certainly false. Tlte truth told, 
fhil;! is just the reas.on the prohib~tion is 
:<sked. 

Christians have the same rights in civil 
, matters as other men; but they have no 

right whatever to force, by civil measures, 
their religious customs and ideas upon 
those who differ from them on religious 
questions. They may observe whatever 
Jay they please, and the'Go.vernment pro~ 
tects them in the exercise of their rights, 
so long as .they are civL. But they have 
110 l-ight, whether in the minority or ma
jority, to institute measures whereby they 
can force all to conform to their religious 
ideas and practices. In other words, they 
have no right to deprive other men of 
their rights. 

Sunday amusements will break up no 
churches if the church members stay 
away from them, which it is their undis
puted privilege to do. And if any of the 
mem hers persist in attending them, there 
certainly is no civil law prohibiting the 
other members from "churching" them. 
Neither are there any Russian laws in 
this country to prevent any church from 
preaching,' praying, writing, talking, 
singing, and pleading against such things 
as " sins against God; " htt they should 
remember that sins against God are not 
withjn the purview of civii government. 
If they will read t!teir Bible they will find 
thato God ·says, " Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay." 

The sphere of the Church is moral 
suasion; but law in civil matters means 
compulsion. When men talk law they 
talk force; but the great commission of 
Christ to his disciples was not, "Go ye 
into all the world andjo1·ce men to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you," but to "teach them." The best way 
we know for Sunday observers to pre
serve that day as the Sabbath, is for them 
to keep it and teach others to keep it. 
And there is nothing to prevent them 
from doing this; but for them to try and 
preserve it by forcing others to keep it 
who do not believe in keeping it, at least 
as they do, is both un-American and un
Christian.-W. A. Colcord, in Iowa State 
Register. 

The Bible in Our Public Schools. 

THE following synopsis of a sermon 
preached at Freehold, N. J., by Rev. W. 

· J. Gill, of Englishtown, is from the Free
hold Transcript:-

" Let everybody read the Bible," said 
the speaker-" thoughtfully, prayerfully, 
earnestly-but not carelessly, presumptu
ously- perhaps even brazenly- in the 
school room or elsewhere. Do not sec
ularize the sacred volume. Do not lay 
unworthy hands upon it, nor force it on 
the unwilling. Righteousness is not im
parted by rule, arbitrarily. But 'the 
righteous shall inherit the earth.' Do 
not fear that our public schools will be
come godless. The Bible will be read 
and reverently taught in other ways and 
all appropriate places. It is the business 
of the religious world to see that it is,-of 
the Christian denomination to carry it 
into every consenting household, and pop~ 
ularize it in every wise and proper man
ner. The work is theirs and they will 
do it. They cannot delegate it tD the 
secular, or the sinners, the godless or the 
alien. Nor should they seek to. Inter
pretation of the inspired word should be 
committed only to competent, I had al· 
most said, to consecrated instructors. 
Cherishing it, and holding it in reverence 
themselves-interpenetrated and enthused 
by it, they will teach it in the love of 
it, and commend it to others because of 
the beneficent influence it has visibly ex
erted upon their own lives." 

Mr. Gill premised by saying that he had 
something to say on what might be 
termed '' State Religion in our P1tblic 
Schools." 

" Bible reading," he said, " and prayers 
in our public schools are a relic of the old 
State religions. The Puritans of New 
England, have in the main, the honor of 
originating our common: schools, and with 
them they established a State religion in 
these schools as well as in the church; 
and by extreme severity they enforced 
conformity so long as they could. The 
public finally refused to tolerate the Con· 
gregational Church as the State religion 

s11pported by enforced taxation. The· 
public school is a State institution and 
therefore its religioH is a State religion, a 
State church. Its minister is the school 
teacher who is paid by the. State for con
ducting certain specified religious ex~r
cises and devotions. 

Now, it is a generally admitted principle 
in America that religion should be vol
untary, and Hot imposed by the State, and 
the support of it enforced by penal legis
lation. That principle demands the ex
tinction of State churches in our ·public 
schools. Religious exercises should not 
be enjoined on the teacher; for if enjoined 
they are to be paid for by taxation. 
Therefore let all laws requiring prayers 
and Bible reading as a religious exercise 
be repealed. 

If we are to have a State religion in our 
public schools we shall always have the 
poorest religion in the largest quantity, 
for the religious body which has 'the 
lowest grade of spiritual life, and the 
most developed spirit and organization 
for political action and influence, will 
have its creatures and adherents most 
largely in these places, and receive the 
largest proportion of public money. Thus 
in proportion to their numbers the Cath
olics are now receiving from five to twenty 
times as much as the Protestants, all over 
this country; and they are an~ually in
creasing that proportion, and anticipate 
a coming time, not far off, when they shall 
have all; and nothing else is their aim a~d 
demand. 

In practical meaning and force the Bible 
is a sectarian book. It is Protestant and 
anti-Papal. This the Papist,s have con
fessed by their hatred and fear of it, and 
by their steady and cruel persecutions of 
its readers, for more than a thousand 
years. Therefore it is not right to force 
them to l1ear it read ill the public schools 
and to pay for the reading. 

Besides, a growing number of these 
public school teachers of religion are 
Catholics, and to require them to read the 
Bible is a species of persecution; and they 
will read it in such a way and select such 
passages, as will make a burlesque of the 
whole affair. 

The same may be sail of all who have 
not a true spirit of devotion, and a loving 
reverence for the sacred hook; and very 
many are lacking here, who are otherwise 
excellent teachers, They are not educated 
to be religious, but secular, teachers; and 
only as secular are they hired, or should 
be. It is their secular knowledge and 
ability which determine their grade and 
standing. And for a bad or irreligious 
man to be the leader of public worship, is 
n,ot only absurd and offensive, but delete
rious to religious life and feeling. 

Next, consider also who it is that usually 
appoints these teachers-' ward politi· 
cians,' a phrase which has become a syn
onym for what is beneath even the 
average moral and spiritual worth. These 
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men are the directors of our State religion. 
They are, or they appoint, the trustees 
of our public schools, and so they appoint 
the ministers of our State cl;mrch. :aow 
much will they be concerned for the re
ligious qualifications of these ministers, 
and how well qualified are they to judge 
of :fitness for such an office? Clearly the 
whole affair is absurd, as a method of 
fostering religion, and utterly contrary to 
the spirit of our free institutions. It is an 
anachronism which ought to be corrected." 

An Unwarrantable Attempt. 

THE SENTINEL is not partisan in any 
sense, and, therefore, upon the r~ference to 
the Republicans in the following extract 
from the Sun, we have nothing to say. 
We print the item solely for the value of 
the point which it makes so clearly, with
out :reference one way or the other to the 
Republicans, as such:-

'' I think," said Governor Hoard in a 
speech delivered at· Waukesha, the day 
after the Mil waukee election, "I see the 
interest of the American State hanging in 
the balance in the discussion, and I wish 
·to see exhibited the patriotism that knows 
enough to defend the house in which it 
lives. This law may be imperfect, but 
what new law is not? It may require to 
be perfected, but we should stand by the 
right of the State to prescribe the f!ecular 
education of the State." Unfortunately 
for'Governor Hoard and the Republicans, 
the Bennett bill undertakes to prescribe 
what shall be taught in schools supported 
by religious bodies and private means, 
and not by ptlblic taxation. The position 
of the opponents of the Bennett bill is 
clearly defined by Mr. George Brumder, 
proprietor of the Germania, the organ of 
the German Lutheran Church. " It is 
not," he says, "because the Lutherans are 
adverse to the teaching of English in the 
Lutheran schools, that we oppose the law, 
but simply because the State attempts to 
dictate to us what we shall teach in our . 
private schools." 

The Republicans are raising the cry of 
the State against the Church, and they 
are taking the rather ticklish course 
of representing the opposition to the Ben
nett bill as the work of Catholics, Lu· 
therans, and foreigners generally. In 
reality the opponents of the bill are fight
ing for the good and sound principle that 
the State shall mind its own business. 
They are not attacking the common 
schools. They are defending private and 
parochial schools, and they are resisting 
the unwarrantable attempt of the State 
to direct the instruction in institutions 
'vhich itdoes not support." 

HIM whom they would make King of 
this Nation by the manipulations of cor
rupt politicians, said, " My kingdom is 
not of this world." 

NATJ:ON,AL 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOClA TION. 

We believe in the religion tanght by Jesus Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit· 

tlng to Its authority. 
'Y<! deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

reh"'lOns questions. , 
We believe it is the right. and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship according to the dictates of his own con-
science. _ _ 

We also be11eve it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
houorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and onr fellow-citizens may enjoy the in
estimable blessings of both rellldous and civil liberty, 

OFFICES. 

43 BoNn STREET, NEw Yorur CITY; 

225 A ST., N. E., WASHINGTON: 28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO. 

C. ELDRIDGE, -

W. H. McKEE, 
President. 
Secretary. 

Sunday and the World's Fair. 

THE question of closing the World's 
Fair on Sunday is being agitated at the 
present time. It is insisted by a numerous 
and influential class of citizens that the 
Columbian Exposition to be held in Chi
cago in 1893, shall be closed to all the 
world on Sunday. 

It is not the purpose of this leaflet to 
discuss whether the Fair shall or shall not 
be closed on Sunday, but to inquire what 
motive prompts the making of such a 
demand. On what ground is the demand 
that the Fair be closed on Sunday, based? 
Why not ask that it be closed on Monday? 
or why ask that it be closed on any day? 

Sunday is regarded by a large majority 
of Christians as a religious day, and from 
these, and for religious reasons, comes 
the demand that the Fai:- be closed on 
Sunday. This is the reason the demand 
is made,- their religious views of the 
character of the day. The demand, then, 
is made by a class of religious people, 
from religious motives, and for religious 
ends .. To their religious views they cer
tainly have a right; but when it is in
sisted that the religious views of some, 
even though they be largely in the major~ 
ity, shall be made a rule of action for all, 
another question at once arises,-

C.AN A LAND OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY EN
FORCE RELIGIOUS VIEWS ? 

fhe World's Fair is not a religious con~ 
cern. Others beside those who regard 
Sunday as a sacred day will visit it, u.nd 
contribute to its support and success. 
Thousands may wish to attend it on Sun
day who will not have an opportunity to 
do so on other days. Should the Fair be 
kept open, those who regard Sunday re
ligiously need not visit it on that day; 
Their action in the matter would depend 
solely on their own choice. . But to de
mand that the World's Fair shall be 
closed to all the world on Sunday; because 
some good people regard that day relig
iously, is unreasonable. What right have 

those who regard the hours of Sunday as 
holy time, to dictate how or where those 
who do not so regard them shall or shall 
not spend their time ? With all respect 
to religion, it must be said that when its 
devotees assume such an attitude, they 
are taking unwarrantable ground. 

This demand is not made in the interests 
of the Fair, or of the Nation, but to secure 
national sanction to certain religious 
views. It is prompted by the same 
spirit which demands a national Sunday 
law, and an establishment by law of a 
national religion. But-

IS CIVIL GOVERNMENT THE PROPER CON
SERVATOR OF RELIGION? 

The object of civil government is not to 
make its citizens religious, but civil. Re
ligion pertains to a man's obligations to 
God and his well-being in another world. 
Civil governments are instituted to protect 
men in their rights in this world. It is 
not the province of religion to run civil 
governments. , The Church has never as
sumed control of the State without perse-

. cution quickly following in its train. 
Forgetting their high calling, religionists 
have sometimes made it their chief busi
ness to meddle with worldly affairs, and 
sought to place civil governments on a 
religious basis; but all such efforts have 
invariably proved disastrous, both to re
ligion and the governments. , 

The success of Christianity does not 
depend upon the closing of the Columbian 
Exposition on Sunday. Christianity is a 
great deal larger than Columbia or the 
Exposition, and Sunday-keeping is not all 
there is to Christianity. Christians differ 
as to which day is the Sabbath, some 
claiming the first, and others the seventh 
day of the week, and it is not the province 
of the Government to say which is right. 

Aside from divine revelation, the strong
est argument any one can make in favor 
of the day he regards as sacred is for him 
to keep it. The consistent course for 
those churches to pursue which regard 
Sunday as sacred time, is for them to pro
hibit their members from atteflding the 
Fair on that day, and discipline those 
who do. This they may do, and this is as 
far as they can consistently go. The 
membership of a church is the extent of 
its jurisdiction. It is not the business of 
churchesto demand of nations, States, or 
principalities, that everybody shall be re
quired to conform to their ideas and cus
toms in religious matters .. Any attempt 
in this direction is but a step toward a 
union of Church and State.-N. R. L. A. 
Leaflet. 

THE State is not an exhorter, or a 
pursuader, or a debating club, but a pos
itive law power for secular purposes; and 
hence, when it attempts . to administer 
religion, it must of necessity give to it the 
law force, deciding what religion is true, 
and by what method it shall be promoted. 
There is no escape from this result, if we 
admit the principle from which it springs. 
-Samuel T. Spearr, D. D. 
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HEALTH FOOD CRACKERS TEN LECTURES I D 0 y 0 u 
ON I 

HEALTH produces wealth; aud good health can , 
not be made of poor material. The agitation of i 
this health questio'l- for some years in the past 
Jws created a demand for 

NASAL CATARRH/USE A FOUNTAIN PEN? 
HEALTHFUL FOODSJ 

in the manufacture. of which we have for the past 
ten years boon engaged. The demand having con
stantly increased, we have foun!l it necessary to 
greatly Increase our facilities by the addition of 
new and t4e latest improved I!Jachinery, etc. We 
are now "(ell equipped, 11m! prepared to fill. all 
orders, and to eXtend our business Into new fields. 

Our Foods and Crackers are made from the 
choicest grains anct are strictly pure, justly en
titling them to the name above given. 

SAM~PLE: PACKACES 
Of assOrted Health 'll'ood Crackers sent post-paid 

: on receipt. of fifty .cents. Write for descriptive 
0ircular and price Iuit to . 

Battle .Ore. ek Bakery Oo., 
. . 163 WEST MAIN ST., . 

Battle Creek, Mich. 

Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure~ and Diseases of the 
Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 

with a chapter of 
CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 
Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 

Sanitarium in the World. 
The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis

piece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
illustrative outs of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 30 cents, and is in· great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 BoND STREET, NEW YORK . 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

COOD FOR ALL TIME! 

Then you need the COMBINED INK 

BOTTLE AND PEN FILLER, consisting 

of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a 
pen 8 or 10 times, with a Patent Rubber 
Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neat 
wooden case with a sorew top, making 
the safest, most complete, oompaot, and 
convenient article for the use of travel
ing men and others now extant. Weighs 
when filled with ink less than three 
ounces. 

Imitation Rose-wood oase, 

Real Box-wood, 

Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 

Address, 

25o. 
50c. 

PAOIFIC PRESS PUB. OO.L 
43 :BoND STRElllT, NEW YORK. 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 

JS TH£& PAPACY IN PROPHECY ? 
llY TI!E 

Rev. '1thoma~W. Haskins, M.A., 
Rect(>f Ch.riBt Oh.urch., Los Angeles. C(t!. 

----;-§-

TH E N A n 0 N A L suN D A y L A w T~~.~~~~!~~~lPu~lli~!~~y 
Devoted to the defense of 

The aho:ve is tl)e:title of a treatise written by 
the a\itholfat the· request of the Ministerial Union 
of Los AJ1geles, Oa!lfprnia. It gre.v out of a dis
cussion uuon the present aspect and alms of the 
ROm&n Qatholic Church in tlie United States, the 
1111thor taking the ground that the rise, progress, 

. present and future condition of the tempol'al 
· power JQ:!6wn liB th~ Papacy, or Vatican IIIli\, Is . 
outlined m the prophecies of Holy Scriptures 
with !!uiMient acc~acy to determfne what the 
"Papacy 'lis, and :What II!. to be its future devel
opment a,ud ulthnate end. 

pAPER <JoVERS, .' • . . • • • 25 CENTS. 
CLoTH · CI<JVERS, . . . . . . . 60 CENTs. 

Mailed, post-paid, on receipt of price. 

Address, 
--~-.-

Pacl{ic Pr~ss Publishing Oo.,. 
48-noND 81'RlmT, NEW YORKj 

12TH & O~'PRO STS., QULAND, CAL., 

Or, LOS ~GELES CHURCHMAN, 85 California 
~.k Bulldll)g, Los Angeles, Cal. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 
Neat, cheap, B<,~rVlceable. They perfectly secure 

pen or pencil In the pocket, so that it cannot tall 
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at
. taehed to any part oftheclothing. A small invest
ment will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. 

PRICES. 
i'!o. 1 Russia leather, for 2 pens 10C. 
No. 2 " " 8 " 15a. 
No. 3 metal back, 2 pens, l5c. 
No. 4 ". 8 u 20c. 
No. 5 Sealskin, for 2 pens, 15c. 
No. 6 " "' 3 " 25c. 
No. 7 Russia Leather, for 4 pens 25c. 
No~- 8 Sealskin, - " 4 " 40c. 

·Sent by mail on r<>-<Jeipt of price. We guarant~e 
these pockets superior in every particular to sim
ilat· styles formerly sold and stl!l offered at much 
hlg!ler prices. Addres:;, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISIDNG CO., 
43 .BoND STREET. NEW YoRK. 
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"OOPYGRAPH." 

Or any Duplicating Process in w)l.Jch a Stencil 

THIS PAMPHLET 0oN'l'A1NS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHT'l OF 
AMERICAN CITIZENS, AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY· 

REST BILI., WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 
CoMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, DECEMBER 13, 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 
· And Mr. Jones' comments make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would 

·have been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accom
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments.. As the Sunday question is 
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especiaJI,v Legislators, lawyers 
judges, and other public men. The argument Is based on Sct1pture and htstory, constitution and 
law, showing the limits of the civil uower, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of 
the Sunday Jaws and other religious legislation of the different States, the 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
.AND THE 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Oentury. 

The Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to 'the Petition for the Blair Bill, 
and theW or kings of Suoh Sunday Laws as are Proposed 

for the United States. 

The Work Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 26c, 

Send for it l Read it! Send it to Your Fr1ends! 
Address all Orders to 

PAOIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
43 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

Oa OAKLAND, CAL. 
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NEW EDITIONS 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION 
IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 

By A. T. JONES, 

One of the Editors of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIS1' 

BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PROVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 

CHAP. I outlines vividly the relation that existed between "Christianity and the Roman Empire." 
CHAP. II distinguishes between "What is due to God and what to Cresar." 
CHAP. ill shows for what Rurpose the "Powers that Be" are ordained. 
CHAP. IV ably discusses ' The Religious AttaCk upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who .Are Making it." · 
CHAP. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling ·special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now , 

pendin15 in Qongress. ; 
CHAP. VI IS devoted to the "Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the : 

Nineteenth." 
C'hap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced. 

These chapter8, with the Declaration <l>f Independence and the Qonstitution of the United States 
which are printed in Appendices C and D, mal<e this treatise INDISPENBAllLE TO EVERY LOVER oF I 
OJVJL ..\ND .R.ElJGJOUS LIBERTY. , 

tsused,arethe CIVIL COVERNMENT AND RELICION 
Celebrated "~edding Inks," Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 20 Cents; and in~ 

i 
i 

They Dry Fast, will not mur nor Clog the sten- · German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents. 
ell, Dry or Harden on ROller or Pallet, and are in 
everyway MILLIONS OF COPIES 

A SUPERIOR ARTICLE. 
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&c"ll'e Re!;gious I.eglslatlon. Address, 

AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 

And the Preservation of the 

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 
AS IT IS. 

TERMS, 75 CENTS PEB. YEA.R., 

-·-0--

The following numbers are now ready, and will 
be sent to any address post-paid on· receipt of 
price:-

No.1 The National Rcf<>nrwd Oorn;titution. 
Price, 3 cents. 

No. 2 Religio"s Liberty. Price, 1 cent. 
No. 3 Evils of Religious Legislation. Price, 

1 cent. 
No. 4 The Blair Sunday Rest Bill. Price, 

7 cents. 
No. 5 The Blair Educational A.mendntent. 

Price, 3 cents. 
No. 6 Pur-ity of National Religion. Price, 

l cent. 
No. 7 National Refonn and Rights of Con-

science. Price, 2 cents. 
No. 8 The American Papacy. Price, 2 cents. 
No. 9 The Salem Witchcraft. Price, 1 cent. 
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·No. 13 The National Reform Movement an 
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No. 17. Religion and the Public Schools. Price, 
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No. 19 Rev. W. F. Orajts A.oainst the Editors 
of The American Sentinel. Price, 10 
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No. 20 

No. 21 
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No. 24 
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No. 28 

No.ll9 

No. 80 
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Whl{ We Oppose Religious Legislation, 
Price, 3 cents. 

The American Sabbath. Union and 
Human Rights. Price, 1 cent. 

A Civil Sunday HoUday, Price, 1 cent. 
Blair-'s. Sunda11 Rest. Eill and Joint 

Resolution, mtroduced December 9, 
1889. (Exact copies, with notes). 
Price, 1 cent. 

Oivil Government and the Decalogue. 
Price, 1 cent. 

National Reform Success Means Relig
ious Persecution. Price, l cent. 

A Religious Political Movem<mt, Price, 
l cent. 

Argu~ts. on the Breckinrid!le Sun
day B•ll. The Object and Price of 
Exemption Olauaes. Price, 10 cents. 

A Civil Sabbath. What It Amounts to. 
Price, 1 cent. 
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REFERRING to the Lutheran declaration 
that the "-q.nderlying principle of the 
Bennett law is needless interference with 
parental rights and liberty of conscience," 
America says:-
Th~ best refutation of this fal11e charge is to be 

found in the fact that, although the law has been 
in force nearly two yem·s, there has not been a 
. single prosecution under its provisions. 

Indeed, simply because a law is not en
forced it is a just and humane law! It 
must be then that the Tennessee Sunday 
law was a perfectly righteous statute, till. 
R. M. King was arrested and fined under 
it, simply· to gratify the intolerance of his 
bigoted neighbors. Strange logic, that! 

THE "Metropolitan Church and Choir 
Directory,'' for 1890, gives the number of 
chu'rches in New York and Brooklyn as 
759. This is an item of importance, as 
well as'interest, when it is considered that 
effort is now being made to show the 
strength of the churches as a factor in 
local politics in the city of New York. 
How long is it possible for the Church to 
exert itself in politics in New York City, 
without becoming a full- rigged political 
machine? Have the political bosses in 
the past shown themselves too highminded 
to steal the livery of the Church to serve 
their master the devil, and Mammon, in ? 
Certainly this is what they ·will do t1i.e 
very hour these noble-purposed, but mis
taken gentlemen succeed in making the 
Church a political power. 

THE Chmstian Statesman, of August 7, 
has the following, which is interesting, 
especially in view of some of the so-called 
arguments in favor of compulsory Sab
bath keeping:-

A well informed aqthority says that Columbia 
Oolleg~, New York, is largely carried on for the 
benefit of the Jews. Thay take five times as many 
prizes, · in proportion to their numbers, as other 
classes; and in the annex to Columbia College, 
seventy per cent. of the pupils are Jewesses. The 
Jews control journalism in Germany, and are very 
largely -influential in journalit<m all over the world. 

Tb,is ought, certainly, to disprove the 
claim so confidently made in justification· 
of su:n:day laws, namely, that a regular 
day of rest is a physical necessity, and 
that in order for a portion of the commu
nity to t~.ke the necessary rest all must rest. 
The Jews do not rest habitually on Sun
day, and' it. must; be confessed that but 

few of theii:r observe with any degree of 
strictness ~Y other- d!ty; ·yet it :is ·a fact 
that in poin.tof both mental anq.·:physical 
vigor they excel.- · This fact, coupled with 
like facts concerning the J apan:eae, a peo
ple who keep no: test day, ought to effect
ually dispose of the fiction- that a regular 
weekly rest is a physical necessity. 

--------~--------

<:WE find the following in an exchange, 
credited" Voice,·" we doubt if it is from the 
paper· of that name published in this city, 
but it may. be:-:- · . 

For our part we want to see less useless and hope-' 
less tinkering with the Federal Constitution, and 
more of an effort to secure a governmentin con
formity with the spirit of that still grand document. 
The changes the people of America most need are 
not changes in the Constitution. That is about the 
only thing left in our Government to be proud of. 

We, too, believe that our Constitution is 
as nearly perfect as it can be made, cer
tainly much more nearly so than it would 
be.if amended according to the programme 
of the various and numerous Constitution 
tinkers. Let it remain as it is; and obey 
it as it is. 

IT has been proved by actual demon
stration in Boston, that Sunday opening 
of their Museum of Fine Arts is appre
ciated by the general public. A writer 
in the Independent, of this city, says:--

The Boston Museum gives free admission to vis
itors two days in the week, Saturdays and Sundays. 
On Saturdays the average number of visitors last 
year was 776. The Museum is open on Sunday 
afternoons from OIJ.e till five, at hours not conflicting 
with church services. The average number of Sun
day admissions last year was 1,317. 

The admissions for four hours Sunday 
afte:r'noons, were almost double that of the . 
ten hours of Saturdays,-though both are 
free days. 

If the museums are designed to be in
structors of the people, why not give 
laboring .men and women the benefit of 
them without at the same time requiring 
them to make a financial sacrifice, which 
they must do if they go upon working days? 

PRESIDENT WooDRUFF, on September 24, 
published a manifesto denying that plural 
marriages were still solemnized. in Utah, 
and saying:-

Inasmuch as laws have been enacted by Congress 
forbidding plural marriages, which laws have been 
pronounced constitutional by the court of last re
sort, I do hereby deelare my intention to submit to 
those laws and use ail my influence with the mem

. bers of the church, over which I preside, to have 
them do likewise. There is nothing in my teaching 
to the church or in those of my associates during 
the time specified, which can reasonably be eon
strued to inculcate or encourage polygamy, and 
when any elder of the church h;ts used language 
which appeared to convey such teaching he has 
been promptly reproved ; and. I now publicly de
clare. that my advice to the Latter.Day Saints is to 
refrain from, contracting any marri3.ge forbidden 
by the law of the land. 

On the 6th inst., the Mormon Confer
ence, in session in Salt Lake, resolved by a 
unanimous vote to sustain President Wood-

ruff in his action in abolishing polygamy. 
Not a dissenting voice was heard in the 
entire assembly of 10,000 persons. 

1\[a11y will still doubt the sincerity of 
the·. Mormons in thus renouncing polyg
amy, and the Government 4Vill doubtless 
still keep them under surveillance for 
some time to come, or until they bring 
forth in this respect '' fruits meet for re
pentance;" but so long as the Mormons 
abstain from plural marriages the Gov-

. ernment qannot properly treat them dif
ferently from other religionists. Polyg
amy is rightfully prohibited by civil law, 
but aside from the practice of polygamy, 
the Mormons have just the same rights as 
the Catholics and the National Reformers, 
whom they resemble in their ideas of 
Church and State. 

THE September Arena has an article from 
Thomas P. Gorman, in which, enumerat
ing the grave problems which confront 
Canadian statesmen, the writer says:-

Then as to the separate school question, the Legis
lature of Manitoba has passed an act abolishing the 
existing school system in that province,-which is 
similar to that of Ontario,-and substituting there
for a public school system such as prevails in the 
American States. Although the British North 
American Act, the Constitution of the country, ex
pressly declares that provincial legislatures have 
not th~ right to deprive the Protestant minority in 
Quebec, or the Roman Catholic minorities in other 
provinces, of any rights or privileges, with respect 
to education, which they enjoyed at the time of the 
union; the Manitoba Legislature, backed no doubt 
by popular opinion in the province, has undertaken 
to do sqmething which the Constitution declares it 
shall not do. Not only does the British North 
American Act prohibit the local legislature from 
interfering with the separate school system, but it 
expressly declares that, in the event of that le~isla, 
ture failing to provide the money and machinery 
necessary for the carrying out of such a system, 
then the federal Parliament shall intervene and 
supply whatever is wanting. Then a new parly has 
been formed in Ontario for the purpose of securing 
for that province full control of educational mate 
ters in that province, including the right of abolish
ing the separate school system. 

Thus it appears that the mistaken zeal 
which leads men, calling themselves Prot
estants, to violate charters for the sake of 
gaining advantage not only in politics, 
but in religious propaganda, is not con
fined to the United States. _____ . ...,...,. ___ _ 

ANY one who can give any information· 
concerning the whereabouts of John N. 
Fearon, who was in Colorado when last 
heard cfrom (ten years ago), will be duly 
rewarded for his trouble by addressing 
hismother, Sarah B. Fearon, 409 E. Main 
Stre~t, Lock*Haven, Pa. 
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"Tu:m. tight arm of the American Sab
bath Union," says Mr. Crafts, "is the 
promotion of the religious Sabbath; its 
l~ft arm .the preservation of the civil Sab
'Qath. These two things-the Christian 
Sd.bbath'on the one hand, and the .A,mer
'ic~nSabbath on the ·other hand-are as 
"istinct as my two arms, that resemble and 
·eo-operate, arid yet are by no ineans the 
· ~ame," ; And as it is usiially the office of 
the left arm to assist the ·right, so the 
o:ffice of the ''civil Sabbath " is to assist in 
forcing 'the observance of a religious in
stitution upon the American people. 

' . 

A CH.URCH paper .says: "There are ten 
inillion pupils in the Sunday-schools of 
the country. A better showing ought to 
be mad~ ·in morals, but the fact is, thou
ands leave the Sunday-school for the 
saloon, and the downward path in other 
directions. There is certainly a failure 
somewhere." yes, there is a failure; and 
the. reason is found. in the fact that too 
miny depend far too much upon the 
Sunday-school to give their children re
ligious instruction. No school instruction 
can possibly take the place of the religious 
instruction that should be given in the 

·home. 

COMMENTING upon Mr. Crafts's proposed 
Sunday legislation, the Denver News 
says:-

Religious · freedom to the churches and church 
people consists in the right to be protected from 
.annoyance, and to others in the right to enjoy Sun
day rest according to· their own judgment. . 
But according to the best estimate less than half 

NEW YORK, OCTOBER _23, 1890. 

the population of the Unite4 $~tes have any kind 
of association with the chuich~~. Would it not be 
just to consider the x~g9'~ of the other half in 
formulating laws for .SWlday observance? Is not 
this especially true. if ,1\(r: Crafts is correct in basing 
his proposed legisl;t.ti~n wholly on civil authority? 

This is a pertinent question, but as 
usual Mr. Crafts ·ignores it. He wants 
only a civil Sunday law-but he wants it 
so framed and so enforced that it will in-

NUMBER 42. 

the public school shall und,erta~e. to 
supply the educational neegs 'of a Chris
tian family, or teach religion in a:qyway, 

·it ceases to be a public school and becomes 
but a mere sectari.an thing, through which 
the power of the State is exert~d to com
pel the people to receive the dictates of a 
certain class in matters of religion. Then 
the public school becomes of no worth 

cidentally contribute to the religious ob- whatever to anybody, but only a channel 
servance of the day. He says: "Take the . through which a religious despotism can 
religion out and you take the rest out." ' be exerted. Therefore, those who ·favor 
And so he proposes that his "civil" law the teaching of religion in the public 
shall "incidentally" guard religion. A fine school do, in fact, favor the destruction 
scheme truly! · of the public school, and in that the de~ 

struction of the American State, that is, 

Who Are the Traitors? 

A CORRESPONDENT of America, who 
signs himself ''An American from Choice," 
in reproving the Lutherans for their ob
jections to the Bennett law of Wisconsin, . 
says:-

It is quite evident from this objection to the com
pulsory school law, that no amendment, short of a 
repeal of the compulsory feature, will satisfy the 
German Lutheran Committee, and that those sa.m.e . 
Lutherans do not consider the American public 
school adapted to the educational needs of .11- <lJhris
tian family. 

The L~therans are not the only ones, by 
any means, who do not consider the Amer
ican public schools, or any other public 
schools, adapted to the needs of a Chris
tian family. He would be · a queer kind 
of a Christian indeed who would consider 
it so. The American public school is not 
a Christian school. America is not a 
Christian nation. The education which.it 
proposes to give is not a Christjan educa
tion; and in the. nature of the case it is 
impossible for it to give such education. 
Consequently the American public school 
never can be. adapted to the educational 
needs of a Christian family. 

But the opponents of religion in the 
public school are not the opponents of 
the public school. On the other hand, 
they are the friends of the public school 
and the best friends it has; because just 
as soon as it becomes a settled thing- that 

the free State; and the substitution for it 
of the European State, that is, a despotism. 

Yet, this correspondent admits .that 
"the public school has not of itself an 
absolute claim upon the attendance of all 
children living within its jurisdiction." 

But at the same time he argues that the 
private school shall be subject to public 
control, which virtually makes all schools 

.. public, and contradicts his admission that 
the public school has not an absolute claim 
on the attendance of the children; and he 
says that '' from such c.ontrol there shall 
be no exemption on any pretense whatever." 

This is again a contradiction to the ad
mission that he had already made, 'Qecause 
if a public school has not an absolute 
claim upon all the childrenliving within 
its jurisdiction, then what right has it to 
exert an absolute control with no exemp
tion whatever? This is only to say that 
the State can exercise absolute control 
where it has no absolute claim. 

Next he argues that the public school 
is a part of the Government, and says:

If the public schoo\ is a part of the Government, 
then any sect or other body of men, denying that 
the public school is a place where their children 
can be educated without violating their <Jonsciences, 
must be considered as hoetile to the Government
in this case, the people of the United States-and, 
if they claim citizenship in the United States, as 
traitors to their Nation. 

Such despotic principles as these need 
no comment. _They furnish · their own 
comment. It would be wt3ll if those 
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"Americans fro.m choice" would .learn 
what;A.mefiQan principles are; before they 
be~in~to assmne the prerogative of assert~ 
ing the despotic princi pies of ·the Govern~ 
rtlent which they failed to leave behind 
them. A. T. J. 

-------~~------

State Aid in Alaska. 

·PROFESSOR WILLIAM WELLS gives in 
the C'ft,risfiml Advocate, of September 18, 
a very interesting account of mission and 
educatio]lal work among the Alaska Ind
ians. We quote a portion.of.three para
graphs ·dt-'h'is 'letter,· as follows :-

.Alliska h~ been fearfully neglected in regard to 
its schOIJls. It w~ a stmnge fact that while the 
real owner of the country did nothing for the edu
cation of its wards, Russia has continued to devote 
cq!I}parativ~ly l~rge -sums for this purpose; but 
'8]:1s~,i~;<;l~<il tFa for her church rather than for the 
i;c~ools, and (tS the United States ·could do nothing 
,of th,~:kfu:d 1'or a church, and nothing was done by 
the State, the whole matter remained for a long 
tim'e i~ a state of-total neglect. 
• J3ut at last the Government, ·by an appeal of the 
Nl.lslt;anll, Wfl,S ~:~purred on to duty, and arrangements· 
were Imide to establish district schools. A Terri
tot!aJ' Board'· of ·Education was formed, and Dr. 
.Tack~ii.,···o{'th.e Presbyterian mission work, was 
pla<;~q:.in\the poilt of General Agent of Education in 
~laska,- ,IIe,so0n found that the only practical and 
4fiwediate .way of advancing the interests of the 
cha]:ge, was·'to take advantage, so far as possible, of 
the W'otk arready accomplished by the missionaries, 
and to adopt, to a certain extent, the schools already 
eiitablished·and in successful operation. And thus 
sp'rattg, up a system of assisted schools and contract 
~:~cl10ols, the.former receiving a certain sum to aid 
thenl in their . work on the condition of making it 
mote general, and the latter taking a contract with 
the:Gb~ertunent-to perform a work aside from the 
mission, ·..-though :in connection with it, that would 
impart\ t.o ·a, certain number of children, or inde.ed 
y,oWtg ·,ille'li and women, the elements of education 
.and ·.a 'tettcl}ing of the trades, e~c. One hundred 
qollats ~Ibiually given by the Government will sup
po~t; cl~the: and train pupil~ in these schools, only 
those beirlgihhosen who show an aptitude for the 
work.: 

'f_\ie great guestion now is, '' How does the present 
syst~m succeed, and what are its wants?" Dr. 
Sheld<;>n Jackson, at the head of the work (tS ·agent, 
is a :thorough worker and a most -efficient official. ' 
There is riat~rally a complaint that as the lead~r of 

. the Presbyterian mission work he "'ill be partial in 
h1s ·patronage of . the schools. But he is under the 
~ontroJ .of the Territorial Board, composed of the 
Governor and . the chief officials of the capitaJ, and 
a.ccouhtroble tD our ·General Educational Commis
sioher, Dr. Harris; at Washington. This naturally 
ties his hanQ.s a,nd keeps him within a line acceptable 
to these gentlemen. 

And so it seems that this purely secular 
Government, a Government which has no 
connection: with any church, a Govern
ment :Whose fundamental law says that 
q CongreE?s s]lall make no law respecting 
tilln: es:t.ablishment of religion, or prohibit
ing.the free exercise thereof," has formed 
a ,partnership with several denominations 
in Alaska. And of this union, Rev. Na
thaniel W .. Conkling, D. D., a Presbyte~ 
rian minister, who-has just returned from 
a trip. to Alaska, has this to say in a letter 
to the New York Observer, of September 
11:.,.--

0ur own m.ission at Sitka is the most important 
and flourishing of any of the 'others. Some one 

hundred and fifty boys and gids are in the schools, But s~ppose the reading of the word of 
and are there trairied.for usefui~ess and good. 'The God should:keep them from church, and 
baneful .feature of Government aid -is hel-e fourid, 
making a sort of union of Chtti'ch and State. It is especially should lead them to think di:ff!3r-
to be found not alone here, but also in connection ently from what the minister preaches, 
with the whole Indian school system; it should be which in many things they will have to 
found nowhere. ItwouldbewellifthePresbyterian .do in order to be right; and suppose they 
Church would decline to accept Government aid in should thus be led to choose not to go to 
connection with any of its Christian missions. • church; then will follow a law prohibi#ng 

J'ust what .these evils are, Mr. Conkling even the reading· of the Bible, and if after 
does not say; but a remark from another all that men still refuse to go to church 
paragraph of his letter gives a sufficient and .to be benefited by the .sermon, i.he 
hint of what he had in mind. He says:- n~?thing will be a law to compel them to 

The spoils sys~e;m.,..,~tends its wond~rful s~ay go to church. 
even to these far-off shores, and the' lust of office 
induces men to leave their homes in the States and And all this is out of the abundanc~ of 
take petty positions in this distant and isohtted the sympathy of the preachers for the 
country. Alas, alas 1 ther.e are many a'Quses yet to yvorkingman, a]ld th,eir anxiety th~:J.t he 
be remedied. before our country becomes what it shall enjoy. physical rest and the oenefit 
should be in accord with its name and fame of a civil Sabbath! It is the same kind 
throughout the earth. --

of sympathy that in the Middle Ages tor~ 
So long as. human nature: rema1ns what mented men to death to save then'\ £rom 

it is now, the abuses which the Doctor de- hell. The spirit of the lhq1lisitiori·i~i~~ 
plores are practically unavoidable to sonie ~-eparahle'frdm Sunday laws; · A. ·T. 'J,' 
extent, in civil goverrim'ent; butiheChurch 
might be kept compitritt:ively :fr~e' oft'om 
them by keeping it entirely separate from 
the State. State e,id, · oo:t'mpts. the Ch-qrch 
and does not i~prove · th.e . State, indeed, 
it corrupts b_oth Church. and Sta:te. . . 

0. P. B. 
--------··'--' ---~ 

Chicago Correspondence. 

AN INTERESTING CA!jiE. . . 
A NOVEL ~nd very interesting. case is to 

be tried at the present term of the Illinois 
Supreme Court, which involves the ques-

The Purp~s~ of S~nday Laws. tion of compelling students in institutions 
of learning supported by .the State, to 

IN discussing the -Bunday n:'ewspap.er, attend the devotional e:x;ercises which pre
Rev. George P. Hays, D. D.; reveals the cede the regular work of the day. 
purpose of all Sunday laws. Dr. Hays A student of the :university of Illinois-, 
says:'-' -established .under the laws of .Congress 

Now, the Sabbath was given to them fbr' religious and the Stllote of Illinois, i~ the years. 1866 
thoughts and spiritual improvement. When that' and 1867, "to teach in the most thorough 
Sabbath is taken for s<>cular reading and· business · · 

manner such branches of learning as are affairs, it is as distinctly perverted as if it were used. 
for hoeing corn or spading the garden. These Chris- related to agriCulture ·and the mechanic 
tians go to church for the avowed plll'pose of hearing arts, ·including military tactics, and· not 
God's ambassador discuss -ri1oral and spiritual sub- excluding other ·scientific 0r liter~ry stud~ 
jects for their religious improvement. What chance, ies, "-absented ·himself from the mo. rn. i_ no 
however, can a :p1inister have .to reach a soul which <:> 
has rusted itself all over 'vith. the affairs of this devotional ·exercises, for . which absence 
world, by the Sabbath morning's reading of the he was. expelled. . 
fluctuation of stocks, murders and robbei:ies of' the He has brought action against the trust
past night, and the schemes of .politicians? Every ees of the University, and will rest his 
thoughtful minister would vei·v much prefer, so far case on Sec. 3, Art. · 2 of the Constitutio~ 
as his opportunities of influencing his congregation · · -

of the State, which says: "No person are concerned, that his people should come.to chutch 
from the hay-field or the work-shop rather than shall be required to attend or support any 
from the Sunday newspaper. They would not be miitistry or place of worsliip against his 
so likely to have their minds filled with. their phys- . consen.t,· nor shall any preference 'be giv~h 
icallabor to the excl~sion of the sern:i·on, as they by law to any religious denomination dr 
are to have the sermon expelled in the sensational- mode of_ worship." . 
ism of the Sabbath journal. . . 

That :shows' plainly enough that all Sun- NON-PARTISAN TEMPERANCE WORK. 
day laws are directly ht .the. interests of Mrs. J. Ellen Foster, Presi4ent of .. t~ 
the church. The only earthly object in Non-Partisan Woman's Christian Tempe~ 
stopping men f1;om labor is that· t,hey a11ce Union, of Iowa, spoke. in Central 
inay go to church, and then when they 1\fusic Hall, Sunday; Optober '5, on the 
read the Sunday ne.wspa,pers that mustoe history of. the temperance .movement in. 
stopped also in order that they may go to this country., the principles on which it is 
church with :minds fitted to receive the ,now, based; and the relation of. the o~gan
sermon. If these Sunday-law advocates • ization which she represents to that re
be allowed to go .so far 'as that, and men: form. She gave this, among other rea
choose to read books or something else on i sons, ,why theW qmtJ,n's Christian Temper
Sunday, the next thing in order will be a· ;:vnce. Un;i~:r;t. could not be partisan, tht¥.t 
law prohibiting them froin engaging in • the organization was born of the Chu.rch, 
any kind of reading at all on Sunday, nourished. by the Church, and could not 
except such as the American Sabbath: consistently ·unite, as a body, with any 
Union demand, that is, only the reading political party any more than could the 
of the word of God. Church. 
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Iil the course of her address, she had 
occasion to refer to majorities, in the fol
hwing words, which show that she does 
.not. accept tlie prevalent idea of the 
infa~libility of majorities: "Majorities 
when right are magnificent, . but when 
wrong are ·dreadful. " 
H~f address was char~tc~erized by a 

spiri~ .··of Christian fairne:;;s .and •honest 
conv~otion born of truth. ·. 

' . T:ijll( BIBLE IN THE. PI,J~Lro SCHOOLS. 

Tha1 following peti tiol}. is now being cir
culat~d ;in the. city, by th~ Woman's Moral 
and. ].}quoational Union, ap.d thousands of 
sign~t~res are being seg~r~d :-:-
fo ,thf4 'ifonorable •Boq,1·d of ]J}d'lication of the City . 

. of'~icago. 
J>et~tioij' for thll.lleft4in.g of the Bible in the Public 
. Sc'f$f!.ols. . 
WH~AS, t4~·.BiP19,~ ,th~ great fountain of pub-

lip an ivate lU.OJ'~~~~· and. contains the most ex· 
al~d 1 ture evetiforoduced ;-and, 

w.u s, · the -effect of reading· appropriate ex-
tfAAts· i~frefrom; to and by the pupi)s in the public 
~<l,~9l1L;woulg be to elevate' their min<fs, and 
str~!lg~JleA th.eir moral character, 

Th ·· .ore, The undersigned citizens ·of Chicago 
respe ·· ly pr~y that the proper order may be made 
to reqU~te the reading of such extracts in the open
ing e;~i.ctse~ each day, of all departments of the 
publiQ !fi:Jho<;>ls in Chicago. 

'f4!>1 ~dw~igned regard the claim that such read
iQg wq}lld be an infringement of just personal or 
!eligi~1i~ liberty, as wholly destitute of merit, and 
insisi;:t~at such reading would still leave the mind 
and co~cience of every pupil entirely free from 
any. ~.mProper bias. 

Na,me. Address. 

4,~ j;L meeting of the .Methodist ministers 
o.f~~ city, held October 6, the movement 

· w~fi ·indorsed. Several prominent clergy
m~~ of the city are opposed to the move
.m~}).~, among them Rev. H. J. Jackson, of 
ti.iJi!, Mansfield A venue Methodist Church; 
RiY· WHliam Lawrence, of the Independ
®~ Baptist Church; and Rev. John L. 
Withrow, of the Third Presbyterian 
Qpurch . 

. A committee waited on Archbishop 
Freehan to secure his indorsement of the 
:rpovement. They took with them a copy 
of a book of Scriptural extracts, which 
read alike in,. both the King James and the 
Douay versions, used in the schools of 
Toronto, Canada, and asked the Arch
bishop if he would agree to such a com
promise in Chicago schools. He replied 
that the oonditioJlS here were different 
and that he could not indorse the propo
_sitimr. They called also on Rabbi Hersch, . 
who refused to sign the petition and prom: 
ised to give his reasons in writing. 

Some of the agitators are willing to select 
their quotations from the Old Testament 
only, in deference to the Jews. They go 
even further, and state that they are will
ing to confine the selections read, to the 
Proverbs, that both the Catholics and the 
Jews may be satisfied. No attention is 
paid to the views of infidels. 

Without doubt the majority of those 
who are agitating this question are actu
ated by the purest of motives. They see 

the moral degeneracy of the rising genera
tion, and in casting a'bout for a remedy 
they decide that the · Bible read in the 
public schools is o:he, and not following 
the logic of the movement to its legitimate 
conclusion, they, with more heart than 
wisdom, enthusiastically set o'll:t to accom-. 
plish'their object: That they are wofully 
in error concerning the province of civil. 
government, is shown from tlie position 
taken by the president of the Union, in 
conversation with your correspondent. "I 
am opposed,'' said· shf3,· '' to teaching sec
tarianism in our" pJlblic schools, but there 
is a national Christianity upon which all 
can agree. The Government establishes 
a standard of weights. and measures, and 
for the same reason should establish a 
standard of religion." 

Your correspondent is more than ever 
convinced that THE AMERICAN SENTINEL 
has entered upon its mission none too soon. 
These movements are .but the vanguard of· 
a large and rapidly organizing army, or 
as one of the editors of the Chicago Even- · 
ing Journcil stated it, "They are the rip
ples on the surface of a great sea." 

We will speak of the agitation to close 
the World's Fair on Sunday, in our next. 

. A. F. BALLENGER. 

He Tries to Fix It Up. 

IN a four-page leaflet entitled "Sunday 
Opening of the World's Fair," which Mr. 
Crafts has recently gotten out, he attempts 
to extract himself from the di~emma in 
which his Sunday- law theory involves 
him. When advocates of Sunday laws 
are informed that men are free to observe 
Sunday without Sunday l~ws, and hence, 
to enact.such laws, for the purpose of giv
ing men the privilege of keeping that day, 
is unnecessary, they feel that a damag
ing argument has been made against their 
Sunday-law- for- the- poor-laboring- man 

. theory, and that it must in some way be 
fixed up. Mr. Crafts, it seems, h~s met 
with this argument, and hence, in hi ~ 
leaflet, he says:- ·· ' 

If it be said that every man is at liberty,!\S)t to 
to work on Sunday, the answer is that the ·liberty is 
rather the liberty to give up his" job" when jobs 
are few and hard to get. He ought to give up his 
job rather than his conscience, but he ought not to 

, be placed where he has to give up .either. 

In reply to this it is necessary only to 
quote and carefully note Mr. Crafts's own 
words in his work, "Sabbath for Man," 
page 258. He here says:-

It is not sufficiently emphasized that the Jew is 
left absolutely free to observe the seventh day. He 
can close his shop, he can refuse to work. 

Now, as every one knows, there is no 
seventh-day, or Saturday, law in this coun
try; and yet Mr. Crafts says-and is cor
rect in saying it-the Jew is left abso· 
lutely free to observe that day. All that 
is necessary for him to enjoy this freedom 
is that he have the privilege of closing 
his shop and refusing to work. Now, we 
ask, Cannot the Christian do the same, 

and be just as free to observe the day of 
his choice? Certainly. "He can close 
his shop, he can refuse to work." This 
in the case of the Jew, according to Mr. 
Crafts, is absolute freedom. Are notthe 
same privileges in the case of the Qhds~ 
tian absolute freedom as well ? And if so, 
is he not absolutely free to observe Sun
day or any other day he may choose, and, 
consequently, in no more need of a S~n
day law than the Jew is of a Saturday 
law? 

By refusing to work, the Jew may,· 
of course, lose his "job;" yet he is '' ab
solutely free to observe the seventh day.'' 
under such circumstances· he will' be . oh~ 
liged to decide between giVing up his job 
or his conscience; still he is "absoluteiy 
free to observe the seventh day." Now, 
who is not as free to observe the first day, 
or any other day, as the Jew is theseventht 
He is absqlutely free. What :more :th~1i · 
absolute freedom can any one ask ? 

Says Mr. Crafts, "But he [every man] 
ought not to be placed where he must 
give up either" his job or his consci!')nce. 
Will Mr. Crafts tell us, then, how he ex
pects to fix things up so that the Jew will 
not be placed in just that position ? The 
fact is, by this statement Mr. Crafts ~vi
dently means that the Sunday keeper 
ought not to be placed where he must 
give up either. But why discriminat(:'l 
thus, and legislate simply in favor of the 
Sunday keeper? · Are the Sunday keepers 
the only ones entitled to the attention .and 
protection of the Government.? Whil~ 
protection of person and property is de
clared to be the paramount duty of govern~ 
ment, it is a principle of this Government, 
and all good governments, that this shall 
be "impartial and complete;" that all 

.laws of a general nature shall ha~e "a 
uniform operation" they "shall not 
grant to any citizen or class of citi
zens privileges or 'immunities which 
upon the same t.erms shall not eq11aJ.l.Y :b~r< · 
long to all citi~ens;" that- n() State 'shall 
"deny :to any person within its jurisdic
tion the equal protection of the laws." (See 
Constitutions of Georgia, Iowa, and the 
United States.) Are jobs any fewer or 
harder to get with the observer .of Sunday 
than with the observer of the seventh day? 
Or is the conscience of one more sacred 
than that of the other ? 

Manifestly, the making of such laws as 
Mr. Crafts would have enacted would be 
nothing more nor less than class· legisla
tion. The trouble with his whole argu
ment and plea for a Sunday law for the 
working man is, it will not hold .. Suwilay 
laws· are not made in the interest of the 
laboring man, neither are they wanted for 
the laboring man; they are religious laws, 
made in the interests of the Church. 

It is not the business of the Government 
to make laws to prevent a man, in living 
up to his convictions of religious duty, 
from being brought into a place where he 
must decide between giving up his job or 
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equ~l'l:y to ~11, would· require 'every :inan. entli~da:y . observer a'fia. keep . Saturday? · .... PolygamY,? 

't(> 'shape his business affairs to suit the· Thisshows the injustice of such adeirland. · ·THERE are· mfmy people who oppose 
· f~ligic11M\~oirvictions Of every other. man, The man who wishes to keep Friday must · polygamy ·on what are commonly called . 
·whic:h~#ould be an impossibility.· If ·:not ei1gage in business requirill,g Friday moral grounds, but who are quite uncer
lim:1ted to ·a certain Class they would be work; the man who chooses to keep Sat· tain just how to fram:e their objection so 
'iliijtist, and· would result in religious in- day must· not engfl,ge in busiiiess requiring as to justify the Government in suppress
'toletartc{fand oppression. · Saturday work; and, likewise, the man ing it.· They are conscientiously oppqsed 

· Why should not the observer of Sunday . who desires to keep Sunday must not en- to it, tuid yet cannot· quite satisfy those 
'be-. allowed to exercise his ~onsCience as gage in business requiring Sunday work. same consciences that the State has an in
;well as other men ? What is his conscience If he . does, he alone is responsible for the . disputable right to prohibit the inst~~ution. 
for·? · Why should the Government see · use he makes of the day. Letthis ruie be In. other words, they are a11s:ured th·at po

.. that 'he is shielded from pecuniary 1oss in carried out, and there will be no difficulty, : )Y,gam~ is morally wrong, but feel ~nabla 
"folloWing out his -religious convictions, · no class legislation, no ·i:njust1ce, and no: to point out the exact basis on which the 
·and. n~t"other-cttizens who may observe, .~n~'s right~ ill:f~i~ged, in the ~att~r: Re- civil power may rightfully prevent or 
:s·oxfr'eL6thel'·da,y in compliance with }heir I hglous professiOn and practice Wlll b~. rectify this W,rong~. A13lt wall in th,e days 
teligi{)ris views ?''I If the .Govermnent p.ri- i free, and capital arid labor wm· stand· of slav~.ry, so is it W :.these latter days in 
.'(iertii.'ke~ td protect one class in th,is way: upon an equal footing. . . . reSJ>eC,t to;tpJ:lyge:ne~~l uncertaint_y: o£: opin-
'ul)(}ft~:tij:is' ground, ·it is b1und, in' dealing. W. A. CoLcORD. ion as to the' d.ght of Government to cor;. 
~{rt;i:tll~ :vHth: all; to protect every other· . : .rect acknowledged and widely-e~terided 
iela~~i·:<ifr~·tlle sl:i.me way upon the same· Paternal Tende'nci~S:. -.>. · ~ evils. And· .as in ... · tho~e days .the time 
:gvoun.d~". This, however, woi.lid be an un- · . : -· · -.~ .. 'r" ., ··,.~ 1 

' •• came when men ,were· obliged to' take ~ 
~._ · IT is astoJl.ish.iqg. ;to oontemplate the, derta.King iril:pl)ring, as we have seen, an . po§itive st, a. nd, so the time now is when 

· · growing tend.J:tn(ly toward paternalism in . ;utter impossibility ·in· its adjustments. eve~y intelligent man and woman. should 
'Aricl:such an undertaking is riot contem- gover~meht in our countl·y d~ring the' have clear-cut opinions upon this question. 

last ten years. The J,emand, is that the 'plated' by Mr. Crafts and his coadjutors. • Some have already taken tlldr position, 
It is sirriply the observer of Sunday. they·· .Government .shall be everything and do : and would .seek to defend governmental 

· , · evervthing. In a recent discourse before · · 'p' ropose D:ow~ to 'relieve from: making a : J ' . . . interference with polygamy on the ground 
· the Young ·Men's Christian Association, 

:choice between violating con:sGieilce ::lind · that the institution is disgraceful, and op-
. · ·Rev. Thomas Dixon, appealed for the 

losing C'a13h. We wonder.:1f they never · · nosed to the spirit of progress and civ-
legal abolition of strikes. He would have J:' ·read' tM passage which{' speaks' "of the ili?~ation. Others, more radical, would 

· the Government raise its hand against' trial of your faith being much· m .. ore pre- · ·J'ustify t.he State in prohibiting it on: the 
· them, even to the expediency of bringing : · ·cious than of· gold"? It would seem that specific ground that it is an absolute moral 

lthey"aid·'not\vish any one's faith in Sun- th.!3 railroad$ an·d th~;Jir operations and, wrong. 
· · · h' respqnsibilities, including the actions of day·keepihg tried; They would want t e It may be freely granted that the objec-

.. · 1 · k · their employes, under its indisputable ·sun'da•y "keEjper "' carded to t 1e s ies on .tions of both of these classes appear to be 
·Il~~er'y''beds of ease," and let others get power of management and restraint.· direct and ·natural; but it is not so appar-
ialang as best tht3y can. Our opinion of' 

1
' The public has the right to demand the' ent that these objections are sufficiently. 

· h · cessation of strikes," Mr. Dixon thinks, . any•Sundaykeeping that comes from sue ' ·strong in those characteristicswhichprop-
inducen:fents as this; is', that it will not · and the simplest way would be for the · erly give it J'ttrisdiction, · to justify the 

· · · · · Government to enforce this deniand ·by . 
'Count' for·· m:uch at the great tribunal Government in interfering with polygamy. 
'above; · I{ this' be true, Sunday laws are' depriving the strikers of the freedom that' The first objection is itself objectionable 
· · ' · · · 1 b t now makes strikes possible: not. O'nly imperfluous. in~ this. wor d, u for the. reason that it is too vague and 

' Commenting upon this, the Sun says-·wmj:irisure rio one a passport to the world 1 irrelevant; the same theory would require 
;'to ~onl.e,·· in which case Mr. Crafts might Thls would be the tyranny of slothful despotism- the State to prohibit the use of tobacco on 

~ There is nothing that a despot· hates so milch as 
as welt go honie and hang up his "Dam- disturbances of any sort, except those of his own the ground that it also is a relapse into 
'ascUs saW.'"' making, and force is his means of preventing or.· barbarism. There is no such thing as a 

;Th~':proper's~lutioil 'of this question is, suppressing them. If there is a principle estab-' spirit of progress of sufficient legal pro
to le~ every-~nitt11 ooserc\ie ;whatev'er.uflay. lished in great manufacturing countries; it is the' portions to justify Government in inter
~his ·'relig'i<>us · convictions dictate,}. >and right of men to organize labor unions. The right faring with what are held to be the private 

to strike and to exert all the pressure upon employers 
wh:ati:lver inconvenience or pecuniary loss which a strike carries with it, is JUSt as inContestable. rights of . conscience. The sooner men 
this may''oa.use 'him is a sacrifice he makes It would be a fine commentary on ·It land,like the disabuse themselves of this idea, the fewer 
to hi's reiigion~ and one which he should. United States, if we should extend the rigor of will be the evils arising from too much 
make and not another. For any one to . military . discipline over our various great enter- government. . 

T..: · · d h' · f h' t ·k th t prises; with the result that a man might be shot for l l seeJS. 'to eva e t lS lS or lm 0 as a . The same ObJ'ection, in genera' ap· p i~s · leaving his post. The freedom which lies beneath 
.another bear the crosses of his religion, a the right to strike is one of the most vital concern. to the position of the second class of ob-
thihg which no true Christian will do. If. to the public. Its. preservation, and seeing that. jectors to polygamy; though their argu
a· nian wislies to observe Suriday, he must strikes are conducted according to the rules of public rnent deserves a more specific refutation. 
· · · h' h" · lf t order, constitutes the State's entire duty. 'not engag· e in. busmes_s or 1re 1mse ou That. a certain ·practice is absolutely wrong · The Hon. James G. Blaine, at the time when the. 
to a'li employer requiring Sunday work. · commotion of the Miesouri Pacific strike of 1886 morally, is not an adequate reason why 
·And' every man is free not to do this. If had scarcely subsided, laid down a remarkably con- civil government should prohibit it. The 
·thi{ Government provides that orie man cise rorm of the fundamental law by which all labor prohibition must be made for other re. asons, 
.. · h d unions and their demonstrations must be regu-must iiot be refused workor he disc arge 1'f t'\.e ctate maintains individual personal · lated. It was: "One man's right ends where an· . H P . 

because h~ keeps Sunday, then, upon the other man's right begins/' While that principle rights. 
'ground Of equality, it must likewise. pro- is observed strikes represent a right at the very Civil· government can know no moral 
'vide that no other man shall be refused · root of liberty. . right or wrong; it takes cognizance of 
work ·or discharged who keeps any other And this· is sound. The Government only civility and incivility, since it cannot 
day. · But how many Sunday- keeping cannot undertake to regulate all the' buSi- look into the inner secret motives of an 
mer'chan:ts, bankers, and business men, ness of the country, but it can and should individual. This view is strongly opposed 
would submit to a law compellhig. them protect from violence the person and prop~ by' a large number of people who would 
to retain any employes who might turn erty of all its citizens. be pleased to see the Government made 
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~nonS.Q'f: ~~j::t~~~9.F~J, nnd r~l{gious tr~in- and it is the province of the State to com
Jug-.o-f, th;q:i.tfdiviau:a-11; .but<thl),t is only an pel men to be civil who will not volunta
_addition9-lraason·why all-patriotic citizens rily be moral. It is in this consideration 
~hota.ld.be .intelligent upon such questions that 'marriage is a p.wr~ly civil ;institution, 
·,as i'tN~ subject· of· this papar. An ·act for the State cannot· touch 'it in its divine 
.may be· morally wrong, a sin, and yet be relations; •No interfe~ence or regulation 
:Civilly permissibie · or it may be mor- can.properly come to it from Government 
:any :right, and yet civilly wrong and a except through the_ channel of a strictly 
~rime .. Any thinki:p,g:person1can readily secular policy. 
~ugget!lt to himse.U numerous exampl~s,o~ : . -. This civil control-must be wholly in the 
~ach qlas~;;.o(·a~yJt~,. or.of. the s;'tme act as . line of protection to 'the rights of the in
,;bein~. ':4tJt.~rn;t:'i:n~d \ i~ ~ach· of the~e ch1$ses · · iii vidual and ·of the State. In :this matter, 
';!;W.d~+~·ii:liff~r~':Qg':<lh'puinstance$.· The sole as i.n all others, the State cannot.· go into 
:4f~~t#p~i~~;;!lp:~;ir(thOS0 eleJ)lientS Which. therealm Ol llH)ralS UnleSS the m'oral act 
pha,J;'~~er~~e}~_pr :9-p :not cha.r~tcteriz;e, the · 6{ ari ·.offender constitutes· a crime, by in
~gt, ;~lil~-~ ·Jt~~per{; Sl.lbject of; go:Verumental fringing the civil rights of others. Even 
~?.il,~t~t.· :n~ff~~ st,a,te capnot,kl}.OW the indi- then, to be more accurate, the State does 
TidU~l;,;J:l:i!;>;tb'VeS ,t<f an acti(Hl~;except_ as not overstep'its own limits of rightful au
t~~Y'!j~~i=Yf';~p~~si:l:Ay_ ,be inqipat~d_ by o~her thorit'y, but the 'criminal himself brings 
.a()ts+:fa.nd .Hence it cannot judge o,f the his act within the domain of proper civil 
. .abst'>,}iHe morality of a particular act or jurisdiction. With these principles con
;gy'ste~ <;{~J~r~c~t<f~, n9r. pas~ .prphibitive :;;tautly' recognized, .the exact civil status 
·~aetfuents based upon such judgments. of, marriage can be unmistakably ascer
'iire .-Stfitel'ia<c0llstrai:fied· by itJie.'impossi- tained .. 

;lifiiitt'fo:f abtel_rmiili.hg real mbral conduct, The rights of marriage are natural and 
. al).d by- the very spirit of free government; inalienable; and the individual cannot be 
.''Fhe.origin~tiveprinciplesof our republican deprived .of them by 'another, nor by the 
·syst~m are expressed in assi:lrtions of these Government, except as punishment for 
inalienable rights of the individual to be crime.· The individual may not choose 
.freefrom civil dictation in certain clearly to assume these rights, or the despotic 
:defined particulars; and our Constitution power of society, · o.f parents, ·or of the 
:specially· and :emphatically prohibits· the State, inay invade them;. but when once 
Goveimnieht from touching him in any of acquired they cannot be destroyed, or 
ihose';relations which· properly exist be- surrendered, so that they :rio longer exist 
tween· man :and his Creator,· e~clusively. as rights. . 
No apology,can be offered for reiterating But polygamy, as practiced in our coun
and:d~fen¢lihg these principles ware it not try, does interfere with these rights of the 
so :rkip1.1.lar, in many Cirples of society, to wife. The woman who must share the 
_give at least a tacit acceptance to the marriage relation with several other wives 
growing· theocra:ti'c and paternal· idea in : of the same husband certainly is not pro
•Gov'efnment. The subject should be tected in her rights .to the same degree 
~imely io. every citizen who has not yet that he is. Polygyny thrives only in con:
:Scr-iltinized his opinion upon it. ditions that assume the inferiority of 
· Btit it cannot be concealed that polyg- women, and ought not to be tolerated for 
amy . is an institution which. our. Nation' a moment in a government founded upon 
wo'hld gladly be· rid of. Indeed; we are the equal rights of mankind. Our Gov
placed a]ready...;_hy the suppressive policy ernment does guarantee this equality of 
.Of the Governnient-undet the logical rights to all its law-abidi:pg subjects, and 
necessity of offering a valid defense ofour ought, therefore, to 'impose the same mar
present national enactments against it. ital restrictions upon man as upon woman; 
'The ·ground of inere expediency is insuffi- and upon a man in one district of its do
-oient and unjustifiable. .Is there, then, a main the same restrictions that it imposes 
high:.Way along which the State ma'y pro- upon all other men in all other districts. 
.ceed, with honor to itselfan(J. justice to all It is a disgrace to the basic principles of 
its subjects1 in sweeping this evil from our Governmen~rather, it is a -cowardly 
.our: land? May the State rightfully pro-. abandonment of them-that the State did 
J~ibit polygamy? It is believed that there not long ago recognize its duty to suppress 
.are consistent and just reasons why it polygamy. 
,should and must do so, and that the fol- But it may be asked, May the Govern
lowing. paragraphs answer .the question ment rightfully interfere in a .community 
:affirmatively. in which all the parties have voluntarily 

Marriage is a civil institutioJ;J.. . It is accepted the polygamous relation; where 
.divine·only·in the sense that it was iilsti- each wife freely consents to surrender the 
tuted by the Creator, and is the expression major part of her rights? To this it should 
.of hif.! will concerning the relation of man be answered that the State cannot recog
.and<woman a·s parents. It has this sig- nize any such surrender. To every citizen 
nifi.cance to all who believe in the obliga- the State guarantees personal liberty in 
tiori· to obey the will of God as indicated all things which do not infringe the equal 
in revelation, regardless of any constraint rights of ot:q.ers. Personal liberty means 
.or liberty which the State may allow. freedom of choice in the pursuit of happi
:But all do P,ot recognize divine obligation, -ness. A man !night voluntarily attempt 

to selL himself into irl'edf;l~rnable ,slavery, 
but if th~ deed should, .. be accomplished, 
his freedom again to. choose liberty .would 
be gone; so the State sanctions, no s~.wh 
surrender of the natural rights of the . in
dividual. That they are, indeed, incapable 
of being surrendered, is expressed ii:t the 
fact that they are inalienable rights. . .The 
same protective principle which punishes 
the murderer also restrains the suicide. 
The Government can per~it . no violatio11 . 
of natural rights, whether the. danger 
comes from inw1trd consent or outward 
compulsion. . Indeed, in the. c.ase of polyg
amy, a first wife might readily b.e 'forced 
to give a legal consent to the subsequent 
niarriageof her husband wit}l oth~rs. -In 
justice to all, t}le .State must prob,ibit re
lations which can exist only with Violence 

· to human rights. ·- · · , · 

B.~! ~g~in,it.ma~be questi~p.e,d, ought 
. the CIVIl pOWer to Interfere With a praci 
tice which is held as a religious :fight ,or 
duty? In the light of preceding principle13, 
the answer should be direct and positive . 
Government cannot know the inner mo• 
tive of an act, be-it religious or otherwise; 
and certainly it cannot allow an avowedly 
conscientious motive to justify an act in~, 
fringing others' rights, without throwing 
down all restraint to license .of. every de-. 
scription. · Even if it weTe possible for 
human government to discriminate_ infal
libly bet~een hypocrisy and ge~11ineness, 
it could execute no law based. upon .this 
faculty except by favoring one class of 
individuals above all others, andfor relig
ious reasons. This is not on~y contrary 
to the genius of our Constitution, but 
would result in the speedy annihil,ation o~ 
all just government. The only safe prin· 
ciple, both for the State and for ,the indi• 
vidual, is that which gives the. civil,a:u· 
thority jurisdiction over every act which, 
constitutes a civil offense to the rights of 
all. The rights of conscience are p.ever 
violated by a goverument which confines 
its operations strictly within this distinctly 
bounded sphere. 

The State long ago very p~operly as
sumed the regulation of mo:nogamous 
marriage, insisting that it shall not pe 
temporary, but permanent; bot}l to pre
serve to each the individual rights of the 
parties ('ntering into it, and to pl~ce upon 
them the responsibility of supporting 

' .. .. . 

their offspring. Any other course, would, 
inevitably impose upon the State the 
care of numerous minor subjects whose 
parentage would necessarily remain in 
legal uncertainty. The result would be 
the same if polygamy-which actually 
includes polyandry as well as polygyny- . 
were legalized in our country. _This w:ere 
a consummation devoutly to be deprecated 
by all moral men; and all should unite in 
opposing the least introduction to its pos
sibiljty, on the purely civil grou:p.d that it 
would impose upon the whole pe~ple 

burdens which parents alone should bear. 
So it may be clearly seen that, in eyery 
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.ph:ase, this disgvace£ul histitution, is more 

.thinSa·.menacei t() .. the· perpetuation •df 
~ightfuLciYika:rrthority. rfhe. ground of 
.Objection to it is as. broad and solid. as our 
·Constitution: :Our present ·:natiCinat policy 
.towa,rd polygamy ougp:f:to b€l a.sour6e of 
gratification to ev-ery lover: of government • 
which· conserves the ·irialiena.ble rights of. 
mali; · FR~NK:WILLIAM·HowE. 

University. of Michigan .. 

TB:.:E Pearl of :Day'S, some_ w~e~s. since, 
print~if what it c~Hed , "two. imp()rtan:t 
lettet:s,". one of )Vh~ch "Yf~:~:r.2# ':Bishop: 
Litt~Mdht;t. _'of t:he .· P,r,o~~fi\~31#. ~Ptscopa,l 
Churc}l, and the qthet !ft<nh. ;p:aJirick T. 
D'Hare~ Rectof :of $k ~h~\i,?~1.'~.'9f~tholic 
Ph~rch, . Bpt~ _l~~~e.rJJ. ~~r~:Wl,'!~~~l,i ·to. the 
Sunday Obsei'v~ii.ce .J\MoCia,tibn; of Kings 
Co'~nty. M~. O;ti~r~ sa;f,s'i~-~r"' ' . 

Wit}l ~e~rd .. io·~\te ~J,)~~a.l,l~~~f the Lord's day, 
. you' w~lllill;ld1i 'pei-~~t ~~':~,,;give y?u ~n. extract 

from: the de«?fetl8 :ot~the-~a Pteliliry,cbuncil; held 
by .oUt bishops a fe:W Y®.ts ago; irt 'B'Mtiiiri.ore. The 
!1-ec:i:ee may be founiLtinder title ~. chapter 3, and 
~o. 113 .• It is krio\\l-n as the deeree on.the "Liquor 
Tratllc .aud the Observance of Sunuay.'' It. reads 
as follows: "A Christian should carefully avoid not 
onlfwhatis positively evil, but what has even the 
appea.Jance of evil, and more especially what com-
I!lo:ply leads to it." · 

i!his is an important letter, and it 
touches. upon a matter that will prove in 
the'i:md to be much more ililportant than 
tbese ~o-called . Protestant advocates now 
imagine. Mr. O'Hare simply does in this 
letter what all the Roman Catholics do 
wh~m referring to Sunday observance; 
that(is, for authority he quotes the decree 
of tlie Baltimore counci1. And when Prot
estants receive these letters as official com
:munications, and put their indorsement 
up<;~n them by printing them, and other
wise~ they will find that one of these days 
they will be held as subject to the author
ity'Which they have thus recognized; and 
if they undertake to reject that author'ity 
they will be held strictly toanswerfor it. 
If Protestants would not.be held am~nable 
to the Roman Catholic Chur~h; they must 
keep as far from any recognipion of it as 
the east is from the west. It i13 true they 
do ·not intend this, but that matters _not; 
the Roman Catholics intend it, and if the 
Protestants do not, the thing for thein to 
do is to let this be known by _keeping far 
.from it. , · A. T. J. 

What constitutes a State ? . 
Not high-raised battlement 11nd labored mound, 
· Thick wall and moated gate; · · 

Not cities proud with spires and turrets crowned. 
Not broad-armed bays and ports, 

')Vhere laughing at the storm, ricl;l navies ride; 
Not starred aud spangled courts, 

Whe:re low-bred baseness casts perfume to pride; 
. 'No, men, high-minded men-

Men who their duties know, 
Sut know their ,·ights, and knowing dare maintQ.in. 

These constitute a State.-Sir William Jones. 

"-' o.. NA'riOM~ 

. ERTY ~ASSCOCilTION.· 
J ' '· • • •• - • • -. -'---' - ..... - •• - '· 

. . . . . . ~f -PRINCIPLES~ 
, We beli~ve 'In the religi~ri ~u~lit by J~;Js christ: 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as· a· 

curse to society. . · . . · 
We,bi>lieve.~n 8\lpporting the clvi!tgonrntnilt;rf,-and submit· 

ting to its autllorit_y:.. · · · .. 
.. We del}y 'the :rlgbt of 1\ny civil'goveriJjnent to legislate .on 
religious questions: · · -
. We·b~lievei~ is ~be rlght1 and should be· the privilege, of 
every man to worshtp accordmg to the dictates of his own con· 
acience. . · . . : · , · . 

We also· believe it to be.our duty to use,.every lawful a.nd 
J!onprJl!>)e, JJ:!eP.nB • to PreV!lnt ,J;"eUglona• legislation -by the civil 
govemJJ:!ent; tbat we and.our fellow-citizen!\ may enjoy the in
.estim~b~e )>:lessin11:s ot both re!i11:lou~,~lld civlllib~r~·., .. 

OFFIC~S. 

~ ,BoNJ,> STit!i<E'l',_ ~Ew·"Y;oru( Orfi ; 
2.25 A s"':·· N. E., WAE(HINGToN; · 28_ CpL~G\'J Puc~, OliiCA9i>? 

c. ELDRIJ;l'n~ •.• ' 

w: H: Mc;KgE, 
.· · Presiaint. ' 

.· Secr_et~ry_. · 

Tl'r:E Ameri~an Sabbatk Unioh, of the 
United States, has its peerin the -"'Lord's 
Day Alliance;" of. Cttnada, in which most 
of the Pr'otestant denominations of the 
D<;~minion are said to be represented The 
Presbyterian·Ohnrch: seems, there, to take 
the in'itiative, as it,does here. At a late 
meeting of the Presbyterian General As
sembly the Committee of Sabb~th observ
ance presented a set of resolutions which 
were adopted. The following are the 
fourth and fifth resolutions in the series:-

4. That the Assembly records its approval of the 
effort now being made to obtain from Parliament a 
Sabbath law for the whole Dominion; recommends 
presbyteries and kirk sessions to take action in 
support of it by petition or any other way that may 
be deemed efficient, and that the Assembly again 
forward to Parliament a petition in favor of such 
legislation. · 

5. That the Assembly expresses ifs gratification 
at the cordial co-operation of all the Protestant de
nominations, as manifested iu the Lord's Day Alli· 
auce of Canada, and appoints as its representative~:~ 
iu the Alliance the members of the Sabbath Observ
ance Committee. 

THE Young Men's Christian Association 
of Trenton, New Jersey, has committed 
itself to an open affiliation with the Ameri
can Sabbath Union. The following item 
is published by the Pearl of Days:-:-

Last Sunday WI!$ a field day for ·the Sabbath 
cause in the capital City of New Jersey. In addition 
to. sermons and addresses by the secretaries of the 
American Sabbath Union, the Re.\C, Drs. Knowles 
ahd Taylor, and by Rev. Dr. Dunn, a great meeting 
was held at 4 P: M. in Taylor's Opera House, under 
the arispices of the Young Men's · ChristiaJi Associ
ation, at which Col. E. F. Shepard, president of the 
American Sabbath Union, eloquently addressed 
over two thousand one hundred· men, . on ''The 
Sabbath for m~n. '! Resolutions were unanimously. 
adopted in favor. oi changing the inauguration of 
the President of the United Statet:~from the 4th of 
March to the first Wednesday of that month, and 
also for the closing of the Columbian Exposition on 
Sundays. The last resolution was adopted by a ris
ing vote of the whole assembly. This series of meet
ings was marked . by the profound interest, a;nd en· 
thusiasm of the ·thousands of hearers. Similar 
meetings will also be held in other cities during the 
coming season. 

·It is: b)d:Q,ese slow·appro~c.hes ~nd'im,!. 
perceptible d,(l)grees;.-1iha't•the Youn'g:Mmi's 
,Christian 1\:ssbciation will be at last cap;;. 
tured for theNationafReform party. Iii 
Chicago it has allied itself with the move:. 
ment for the closing of the World'~ Fail
-on Sunday.· Through their gradual atf~ 
vances, beginning·fi:rst with those thing~ 
which se·ein in themselves so harmless~. 
and, in fact, from ·a mistaken view, 's<) 
necessary to be cohsistent in their profes:.. 
sion of Christianity, (the Y oling' Men's 
Christian Association will be led· into· th& 
realm of politics at last~ · Heretofore they 
have steaflfastly ··a.,:oided an alliance· s<} 
fatal to the true Christianity ofthe .AssOl 
ciation, but the American Sabbath Uni~Ii 
and the National Ri3form Association ar& 
proving· too·. s'iibtile and too strong-···~~r 
them. 

A Candid Prohibitionist. 

·WRITING to the California Voice, Mr. 
John Robinson, of Guerneville, Califoruiart 
~ays:-

The Adventists do not ask that their day• be se
lected as the day of rest, but demand that legislation 
on the matter be omitted entirely. 

To this the Signs of the Times adds this 
comment:-

Adventists cousi~tently oppose all Sabbath legis· 
lation. They have the privilege and right of a day 
of rest; no one 01,1;g4t. to ask more. What hinders, 
our Sunday-law .P~<}lllt)_,f:rom ;restil;lg on Sunday, .if 
they so de!Ji~ ? · · · ' · 

Again, Mr. E.o\>~::nson, who, by the w~y, 
is a Prohibittonist, and not an Adv~nt).s~,~ 
says:-

The ''toiler " does not ask for thi!> legislation, ~d. 
no effort is being made to prevent the masl:les fro~. 
resting one day in seven. · 

Andcthis is simply a plain stat~ment of 
a well-kno'Wn fact: the demand for Sun.' 
day laws comes not from the working: 
masses, but from those who are inspire<! 
by a mistaken religious zeal. · 

Of the Sunday-law plank in the Pro
hibition platform, the s~me gentleman~ 
says:-

You mayproclaim as long and loudly as you d~· 
sire that this plank does not ~ean Sunday law, but 
simply a day of rest, on Monday, Tuesday, or on 
any day, but so long as the masses believe it means 

· Sunday, the effect will be the same, viz. 1 to prevent 
the success of our party. The fact :is, Sunday is the 
day generally intended; there is no ;~~, (i,enyiug 
this. Sunday is 'a religious i.Dstitutiou; la.wa. ,to 
enforce a religious institUtion is religious legishttio:Q. 
and will uot be indorsed by a majority of the voterS. 

· of this country. 

Would that all Prohibitionists were as. 
candid. 

"IT is this 'innocent .recreation, '" says 
the New York Observer, !'advocated by 
Cardinal Gibbons and Libera.l Protestants,· 
that destroys the idea Gf Sunday being a 
holy day." The inference is that the 
State should forbid innocent recreation. 
It. is this · thought that inspires the de
mand for Sunday laws on the part of
churches and church papers. 
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On the Pacific Coast, in Alaska, South Sea Islands, Sweden and Norway, Japan and China, 
With a Beautiful Department for the Children. A Handsome and Attractive Book for the Center Table . 

. , 
most handso~e of the oceanic people. The higher 

. ciasse~ of natiVe$ are well edu~ated. Vices have 
come in with dvilization. The drinking of rum, 

. ,with its .attenqapt evils and the former corruption, 
is fast diminishit1gthe population. 

1 -, ' ' , ' 

with their Tahitian wives. It was not until 1808 
that an American ;hip touched the island, and in 
1814 a British man-~f-war came, and then the long
forgotten story of· the mutineers was revived in 
the world. 

COTTAGE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

The Hervey, or Cook, Islands are five hundred 
miles from Samoa. They are of volcanic origin,. 
and th:e population numiJers about 20,000. Al
though missionaries found them very ferocious, 

.· they are now· nearly all Christianized, and have 
the Bible an4 o.ther books .translated into . their 
language. 

The nativesar: the Austral Islands, numbering 
about 3;ooo, ate all Christia:ns .. The Low Archi
pdago cortsists ofeighty-6ric' islands. Most of the 
islande.rs profess 'Christianity. 

· One of the outli~rs of this group is Pitcairn Isl
. 'and. It is out tif '~ig'ht Qf any other land, a gem 
· · of the ocean, girdieti by cliffs over one thousand 

feet in height. H wis settled by the mutineers 
of the "Bounty," a ship sent over by England to 
procure plants b'f the bread-fruit tree. Growing 

· dissatisfied with their ship-board restraint, or be
coming enchanted with the sirens of Tahiti, a 
.number of the crew mutinied, and to escape capt- · 
ure finally settled on this lone island of the sea, 

The Pitcairners. became so numerous that a . . . . . 
colony was removed to another island. At the 
time of their discovery, only one of t.he mutineers 
was alive, a man named John Adams. He had 
sincerely repented of his evil course, and was not 
only living <~- model Christian life himself, but by 
his example and instruction, he was leading the · 
children of the deceased mutineers into an upright, 
Christian life. John Adams died, honored and 

LANDING PLACE, PITCAIRN !;LAND. 
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NOTE.-Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may _know that it is sent to him by some 

· friend, unless plajnly marked "Sample copy." It is our invari
able rule to send. out no papers without pay in adv{Ulce, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who.have not ordered 
the SENTINEL need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they- take it from the post-office. 

TROUBLE over the reading of the Bible 
in the public schools is reported from the 

. Western Reserve, in Ohio. A parent 
complains that the teacher to. whom his 
chil_dren are sent, persists in devoting a 
J?Of;tio}l of ~~:~,ch day to scriptural reading, 
an'd as. his children are compelled to be 
pre~ent, according to the school-room rule, 
l}e''aem.ari,ds to know whether ho cannot 
le~allfwithdraw his children during that 
'hdut: ·- · ·. · 

,. II'f}a:ir 'article in the Evangel of Rest, 
Re{T_;;Ji. M. ··Hamilton quotes Lev. 19:30: 
''~'Ye sn)llLke.ep my Sabbaths and rever
ence'••fu:y"-'·s\\nctuary," and applles it to 
'Sunday- k~eping and attendance upon 
church ·sei·vices! Ps. 87: 2, and 132: 14:, 
ar~· wrested iii like manner; while Isa. 6G : 

' . 
23, is torturt3d into a command for every body 
to go to meeting upon the first day of the 
week! . And that he calls teaching divine 
trhth! · 

· 0<:rM::MENTING upon the Tennessee Sun
<lay'"l!l.w cases, a London, England, paper 
says:.:.::... 

r, •;•:All things ·whatsoever ye would that men should 
d<:> ftq you,. d9 ye even so to them: for this is the 
law. and the. prophets." Matt. 7: 12. If this rule of 
c~:fi!luct ~ere followed, we should have no occasion 
to.report such cases as these prosecutions in Tennes-

• see undf3r'. the Sunday law. This State has had a 
bad record for-a few years past, in this respect. 

'lJhis·is true, but the Golden Rule h~s 
no .place in the code of those who make 
and enforce Sunday laws. · 

.A.o;rthe semi-ai:mual meeting of the bish-
. ops of . the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in this city, in May, the Pearl of Days 
'says the following resolutions were unani
mo_usly adopted :-

Resolved, That we are gratified at the information 
received concerning the orga,nization of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union and approve of the ~ork thus 
.far accomplished, and we look to it for efficient aid 
in rescuing the land from the curse of Sabbath 
desecration. 

Resolved, That we respectfully call the immediate 
-attention of the officers of the society to the growing 
evil of. Sunday receptions and Sunday dinner parties 
in Washington, D. C., and in other cities of the 
Republic. 

It is in order for the bishops next to 
state how they ir..tend that the American 
Sabbath Union shall stop, or even check, 

· Sunday receptions and Sunday dinner 
parties. The object of the Union is. to 
.secure laws for the preservation of Sunday 

VoL. 5, No. 4~. 

0~ser~a:n6e~ ·:'Do. :tlliB bis4\'>ps intend thf!ot -Sunday to ~~~t __ Mr. Cr!!its:.s .requirements, or ato 
.~the.;.Amerioan Sa;bbathl,Union shall ·seoure leHo!lt shorten"the;ii--mn on that day so that the toil
the en~dtmell.lof laws tb~bidding the. giv- dng·cl~:Ses.'l*pi.lld riot_:be ~li:en beyo~d tll6"·m'!lrky 
·. . . . . . . . _ .. . . . _ . . , atmosphere that character~:;~es most of our large· 
mg of receptiOns or dmner·parties ·on Sun-. cities. · · 

-day? This shows plainly enough that a The News is in favor of a Sunday law 
law prohibiting work on Sunday, would that would close saloons, factories, etc., 
not be by any means ~the end of.·the Sun-· _but. it is not prepared to agree to Mr. 
day tale. Crafts's so-called " civil Sunday" scheme. 

ONE of our exch.anges, the Loyq,l Amer
iaan, notes the fact that "the pri':;;oners in 
the Stillwater prison,· MhltL, ·publish a 
weekly paper, the Prison Mirror, at one 
dollar per annum. It is edited ·and printed 
by_ the convicts.'' ··And yet like. a great 
many other people, the editor of the Amer
ican insists that th!'l State_ should educate 
its citizens . to prevent crime!· ··Education· 
is a good thing, a very good thing, but as 
a preventive of crime it is not much of a 
success. Thousands of men ih the peni
tentiaries of the various States, and thou
sands more who ought to be "doing time," 
are educated men. If only the illiterate 
were dishonest. and vicious, the amount 
of business transacted by our criminal 
courts would be very much less than it is. 

IT is stated that Secretary Dickinson of 
the World's Fair Commission, is deluged 
with letters and. protests against Sunday 
opening. So numerous are they that he 
has been compelled to have circulars 
printed acknowledging their receipt. In 
the number of petitions the Christian 
Endeavor Society heads the list, half the 
petitions and remonstrances coming f~om 
branches of that organization; then comes 
individual churches, then the Woman's 
Ohristian Temperance Union. "Already," 
says the Mail and Express, "it is evident 
that the opposition to Sunday opening 
will be the most formidable demonstration 
of its kind ever made in the country." We 
wonder if in this, as in the matter of a 
national Sunday law, the petitioners are to 
be counted several times. · · · 

SoME time since, Mr. Crafts visited 
Denver, and delivered several discou~ses 
upon the Sunday-law_ question. In an 
editorial notice of his work, .the News of 
that city says:-

The difficulty arises when we come to define rest, 
and to specify what may and what may not be 
done. It would be interesting to catechize Dr. 
Crafts on that subject in the presence of one of his 
large audiences. When he approaches it he has 
a habit of generalizing, and if he becomes specific· 
he hastens his gait and touches his points lightly. 
It needs no analysis,· however, to see the drift of 
the legislation he advocates. He would have the· 
civil power enforce a religious conception of Sun
day observance,' save that he would forego com
pulsory attendance at church. He would ostracize 
Sunday amusement, no matter how innocent, and 
entertainments; no matter how iustmctive. He 
would interdict· the masses of city population from · 
going to any .suburban resort on--.the only day! of 
the seven when it is in their power to bre\1-th 
country air. Just where he would draw the line 
who can tell? Modern rapid transit has wonder
fully favored metropolitan resorts, and our cable 
and elect1·ic Jines .would clearly have to stop on 

It sees very plainly that what he is really 
working fqr, is, as it says, ~la-w that would 
enforce. a reiigiquii. 'rest, ' and it wants. 

. nothing of the. kind, And this opposition, 
if appears, ·{s not because 'of opposition to. 
religion,· 'l?ut ·simply • irom · opposition tO' 
State interference in ln.atters of religion. 

THE Sabbath Harbinger is the name of 
a new 24:-column monthly' '' religious f~m
ily paper, devoted to missionary work and 
Sabbath reform, in the South." It is pub~ 
lished by the Southern Sabbath Publish
i,ng .Association, Beauregard, Miss. "It will 
be," says tne publishers, "uncompromis
ingly. opposed to anything tending toward 
the encroachments, ·USUrpatiOn$, .and ~S
sumed ·authority of a hierarchy, either in 
name or in fact, let it come from what
ever source it may." If this promise is: 
redeemed, the . Harbinger will oppose the
work of the American Sabbath Union, and 
the schemes of the National Reforni Asso
ciation. 

A REPORT of a committee at a receri.t 
Sunday-law meeting in California, con
tains this statement: "The public ought 
to be thoroughly informed of the reasons. 
for the Sunday closing of saloons." Well 
the reason is not far to seek, nor hard to
state; it is simply a desire on the part. of 
one part of the com1p.unity to honor the 
first day of the week because they regard 
it as the Sabbath by divine appointment. 
If the motive were purely or even pri
marily a temperance one they would de
mand the closing of saloons on all days. 

ARE there many peop\e. in this country 
who would be pleased to see the United 
States governed as Ecuador is? Perhaps 
not, but there are many thousands of peo
ple among us who are striving to bring 
about a union of Church and State, and if 
they are successful it will only be a ques
tion of time-a comparatively short time. 
-when the only difference between the 
United States and Ecuador, will be in the 
number of population and the area of ter
ritory.-American Standard. 
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A SouTHERN paper compl~ins that" the 
common oouncil of Augusta, Georgi~, has 
resolved to exempt from bp::ation a large 
private bridge, that had been constructed 

. by a la.:o,CI, compa;ny, on the ground that it 
was a public convenience/' And whynot? 
Church p:toperty is exempted from taxa
tion on the ground that Qhurc.he!'l more or 
l~s,s directly bel;lefit the State. If there is 
any fot·ce h,1 the: a,rgument why not carry 
the exeJ.:P. ption of p1·operty to its lqgical 
conqlusion, al;l.d exempt it all? 

"CALIFORNIA is the only State in the Un
ion without some form of Sunday law~ or 
legail rest-day," is the plaintive wail of 
the$unday-lawadvocates. But do they not 
know that a man roay legally rest in Cal
ifornia whenever h€1 has a mind so to do? 
An.d as a matter of fact as large a propor
tion of the population of that State do rest 
from their ordinary avocatio:ns on Sunday, 
as in States having Sunday laws. It is 
not true that in America a lack of Sunday 
laws "leads to Sunday slavery of the 
masses." 

A LATE. London dispatch states that as 
a l'.esult of the irritation aroused in Russia 
by the cordial and closer relations between 
Austria and Germany, the German lan
guage is prohibited on public signs over 
shops, and. its teaching forbidd€ln iu the 
schools. The arguments in justification of 
the~e repressive measures are su hstantially 
the same a.s are used in Wisconsin in sup,- · 
port of the Bennett law. "The Germans 
live in Russia,." it is urged, ''and it is 
their duty to know the language in which 

NEW YORK, OCTOBER 30, 1890. 

the laws are printed." "If they want to 
be Germ~;~.ns," say the Russian officials, 
"let them pack up and go over into 
Germany." In Russia this is despotism; 
in the United States, it is by some sup
posed to be Americanism. 

Religious Proclamations Unconstltu-
Uc;mal. · 

THE time for the usual annual Thanks
giving day of the American people is ap
proaching, and undoubtedJy the President 
will issue the usual thanksgiving procla
mation. This is a reminder of the manner 
in which principles are trodden under foot 
and how a wrong by custom may become 
a matter of course, and soon be considered 
as . entirely legitimate and right. The 
draf.ters of each of our greatest political 
documents,-and there are none greater
the Declaration of Independence, and the 
Constitution of the United States, were 
radically. opposed to this deviation from 
American principles. After speaking of 
the violation of th13se principles "in Con
gress when they appointed chaplains," 
Madison says:-

There has been another deviation from the strict 
principle in the executive proclamations of fasts 
and festivals.* 

President Jefferson was even more de
cided. While he occupied the executive 
chair, he would not, under any circum
stances, nor with any amount of per
suasion, issue thanksgiving proclamations. 
In a lett€lr to the Rev. Mr. Millar, during 
his second term of office, he gave his 
reasons for his firmness in reference to the 
question. In the letter he said:-

I consider the Government of the United States 
as interdicted by the Constitution from intermed
dling with 1-eligious institutions, thei1· doctrines, 
disciplines, at' exercises. t 

Seven years previous he had declared 
the same thing in reply to a Baptist ad.
dress. In a letter to his friend, Mr. Lin
coln, dated January 1, 1802, he said:-

*Quoted from a letter of James Madison to Edward Living
ston, dated Montpelier, July 10, 1822; see "American State 
Papers," (1890), page 75. 

tquoted ln "AmeJicrul State Papers," page 56 et 8e<;f. 

NUMBER 43. 

The Baptist address, now enclosed, admits of a 
condemnation of the alliance bet,ween Church and 
State, under the authority of the Constitution. It 
furnishes an occasion, too, which I have long wh,!hed 
to find, of saying why I do not procl;tim f~t~g:s 
and thanksgivings, as my predecessors did. The 
address, to be sure, does not point at this, and its 
introduction is awkward. But I foresee no oppor
tunity of doing it more pertinently. · I :know it will 
give great offense to the New Englan;d clergy; but 
the advocate of religious freedom is to e~pect 
neither peace nor forgiveness from them. 

Chief Justice Waite, in discus~;~ing the 
meaning of the First Amendl,ll.ent to the 
Constitution, says that, to ascertain its 
meaning we must go '' to the hi~;~tory of 
the times in the midst of which the pro
vision was adopted; " t and then he pro
ceeds to quote Jefferson who, in connec
tion with Madison, was mainly instru
mental in securing the adoption of that. 
amendment among the others. . No other 
individual, excepting, perhaps, Madison, 
was so well qualified to interpret the 
meanin,g of that provision; and Jefferson 
states positively that "the Constitution 
has directly precluded them [the United 
States] from" assuming an authority over 
religious exercises. 

" But it is only proposed," says J effor
son, " that I should recommend, not pre
scribe, a day of fasting and prayer. That 
is, that I should indi?·ectly assume to the 
United States an authority over religious 
exercises, which the- Constitution has di
rectly precluded them from. It must be 
meant, too, that this recommendation is 
to carry some authority, and to be sanc
tioned. by some penalty, on those who 
disregard it; not, indeed, of fine and im
prisonment, but of some degree of pro
scription, perhaps, in public opinion. And 
does. the change in the nature of the pen
alty make the recommendation less a law 
of conduct for those to whom it is di
rected?" 

Jefferson not only considered that these. 
religious proclamations were thus an in
fringement on the rights of the individual, 
but that they were also injurious to re
ligion and to the State as well. '' I do not 

+Iroynolds vs. United States, a case \leQide<l l!ll876, 
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believe it is for the inte:rest of religion," 
he continued, "to invite the civil magis- · 
trate to dtrect its exercises, its discipline, 
or its doctrines; nor of the· religious soci
eties,. that thEI general Government should 
be inYesfed with the power' of effecting 
any uniformity of time or matter among 
them. Fasting and prayer are religious 
exercises.; the enjoining them an act of 
discipline. Every religious society has a 
right to determine for itself the times for 
these exercises, and the objects proper for 
them, according to their own particular 
tenets; and this right can never be safer 
than in their own hands, where the Con
stitution has deposited it." Thus emphat
ically does President Jefferson declare the 
proclamation of religious fasts and festi
val.~ to be unconstitutional. 

Madison, in his letter to Livingston, said, 
in continuation: "I know not what may 
be the way of thinking on this subject in 
Louisiana [i. e. in reference to appointing 
a festivai which was not recognized by 
the Catholics]. I should suppose the 
Catholic portion of the people, at least, as 
a small and even unpopular sect in the 
United States, would rally, as they did in 
Virginia when religious liberty was a leg
islative topic, to its broadest principle." 
Madison thus asserts that the "broadest 
principles" of the Constitution would en
tirely preclude the chief Executive from 
thus interfering in the religious· affairs of 
the Nation, and suggests that Catholics 
would have the right to demand that the 
Constitution should be strictly adhered to. 

''Notwithstanding the general progress," 
continues Madison, "made within the last 
two centuries in favor of this branch of 
liberty, and the full establishment of it in 
some parts of our country, there remains 
in others a strong bias towards the old 
error, that without some sort of alliance 
or coalition between government and re
ligion, neither can be duly supported. 
Such indeed, is the tendency to suf!h a 
coalition, and such its corrupting influence 
on both the parties, that the danger cannot 
be too carefu,lly guarded against." Yet, 
instead of guarding against this danger,· 
we see the practice beco~ing more and 
more common, ~;tnd even see the people 
petitioning by the thousands for further 
encroachments by the Government on tha 
religious rights of individuals. Madison 
seemed to foresee this, and emphasized 
the importance of educating public opin
ion ·on the subject. 

the belief of all sects at one time that the 
establishment of religion by law was right 
and necessary; that the true religion ought · 
to be established in exclusion of every 

· other; and that the only question to be de~ 
cided was, Which was the true religion? 
The example of Holland proved that a tol
eration of sects dissenting from· the es
tablished sect was safe, and even useful. 
The example of the Colonies, now States, 
which rejected religious establishments 
altogether, proved that. all sects might 
be safely and advantageously put on a 
footing of equal and entire freedom; and 
a continuance of their example since the 
Declaration of Independence has shown 
that its success in the Colonies was not to be 
ascribed to their connection with the par
ent country. If a further confirmation of 
the truth could be wanted, it is to be 
found in the examples furnished by the 
States which have abolished their religious 
establishments. I cannot speak particu
larly of any one of the cases excepting 
that of Virginia, where it is impossible to 
deny that religion prevails with more 
zeal and a more exemplary priesthood 
than it ever did when established and pat
ronized by public authority. We are 
teaching the world the great truth that 
governments do better without kings than 
with them. The merit will be doubled by 
the other lesson : that religion flourishes 
in greater purity without, than with, the 
aid of government." 

Thus closes Madison's dissertation on 
the subject of appointing religious observ
ances, and these opinions coming, as they 
do, from the principal framers of our 
political system, show how unwarranted 
and unconstitutional it is, on the part of 
the President to assume the authority to 
appoint a day of thanksgiving or any 
other religious festival. 

They Understand It Already. 

To the Lutherans· of Wisconsin and 
Illinois, in their opposition to the Bennett 
law and its counterpart, America proposes 
to teach a lesson. It proposes to instruct 
the Lutherans in their duty in the matter 
of the education of their children, and in 
order to do so more effectually it goes 
to Germany for the principles which it 
wishes to incul0ate. It might be well to 
say to America that perhaps the Germans 
know as much about the system in Ger
many as America does, and that if they 
had wanted to follow that system they 
would have staid there instead of coming 
here. 

America presents the fact that in the 
German schools, the German language 
is taught; that religion is taught; and 
that State inspection of schools is univer-

'' And in a· government of opinion, like 
ours," he said, " the only effectual guard 
must be found in the soundness and· sta
bility of the general opinion on the sub
ject. Every new and successful example, 

·therefore, of a perfect separation of eccle
.siastical and civil matters, is of importance 
and I have no doubt that every new exam
ple will succeed,· as every past one has 
done, in showing that religion and gov
ernment will both exist in greater purity 
the less they are mixed together. It was 

. sal in Germany, private schools not being 
excepted; and then argues that . as the 
Lutherans at home "had to submit" to 
thart, they ought not to complain when 

required to submit to the same thing in 
this country. . 
. If the principles of monarchy, of pater
nalism, not to say of despotism, that char
acter~ze · the German government, are to 
be the model for the States of this Union 
to follow, then there is no use of talking 
any longer of American principles. That 
the defenders of the Bennett law in Wis
consin and· its counterpart in Illinois have 
to appeal to foreign principles to sustain 
their cause is the strongest indictment 
that could be made against the laws which 
they try thus to sustain. Any law or any 
movement which cannot be sustained 
without ap.pealing to European principles, 
to principles of monarchy, to principles of 
Church and State goyernments, and of 
paternalism generally, has no place among 
American institutions, and is not worthy 
of recognition by the American }!ieople. 
And to call a paper "America" that does. 
so, is a misnomer. A. T. J. 

What Are the Facts? 

IN 1885 Rev. W. F. Crafts published 
his book, "The Sabbath for Man," in 
which he relates that in order to obtain a 
world-wide view of Sabbath observance 
he corresponded with more than two hun
dred persons residing in nearly every na
tion of the world. One of the questions 
which he asked was:-

Where have you seen the beat Sabbath observ· 
ance? 

To this, a San Francisco pastor re
sponded:-

Among the Christian people of California. 

Mr. Crafts's question and the San Emu
cisco pastor's answer to it are founilnon 
page 95 of his book before referred 'to. 
On the preceding page occur these words·;=--

Both laymen and ministers say that even in at\H 
fornia the Sabbath is, on the whole, better obsented 
and Christian services better attended than five 
years ago. 

"Five years ago," from the standpoint 
of 1885, was three years before the repeal 
of the California Sunday law. Therefore, 
taking into · consideration all that Mr. 
Crafts said upon this subject, we con
cluded that according to testimony pub
lished in his own book, California had in 
1885, when the State had been without a 
Sunday law for two years, better and 
more general Sunday observance than it 
had under aSunday law. 

But in a recent article in the Christian 
Statesman, Mr. Crafts complains that we 
have been . unfair in this matter. He 
says:-

A single Christia.n minister of that State wrote 
me that he had seen .no better Sabbath observance 
than in some Christian families in California. Tllis 
remark, quoted by me, among two hundred answers 
to the question, "Where have you seen the best 
Sabbath observance ? " is used with characteristic 
dishonesty . . . as my own verdict that Cali
fornia itself-not some of its Christian homes-has 
the best of Sabbath observance. If Christians were 
as scarce and morals as bad in the rest of the land 
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as iil that State, our country would be a Continental bath. The wharves are deserted. The Italian fruit· 
Sodom; without righteous men enough to save it. dealers in many localiti~s close up their places of 

It will be observed that with character- business, and even in the Chinese quarter of the 
istic recklessness Mr. Crafts misquotes his city there is some recognition of the fact that this 

one day calls for a regard to decency and order, if 
own· book. The San Francisco pastor did not for religious reverence. 

not sa'y, "In some Christian families," "Holloway" has stated the facts just 
but he did say, "Among the Christian as we know them to exist in California. 
people of California." Mr. Crafts should Truth, he says, compels him to say that 
practice what he preaches. He should be "San Francisco is a Sabbath- keeping 
fair .himself before he demands that others city. "Truth is mighty," but it seems 
treat him fairly. But we fail to. see to be powerless to compel Mr. Crafts 
wherein our use of the quotation from to do California justice. Sunuay work 
Mr~ Crafts's book was unfair. Both lay-
men and ministers in California testified and Sunday business instead of being 

on the increase in that State are on the 
three years after the repeal of the Sunday decrease even in the cities .. The drift is 
law that on the whole the Sabbath was 
better observed and Christian services in the direction of more general rest upon 
better attended in California than five that day. We do not say that this is 

due to a growing regard for the day; 
yea:ris befoJ;e. This we still understand to 
apply not to "some Christian families," indeed we incline to the opinion that it is 

right in line with the general tendency of 
but lto the whole community. And it is the times, which is toward shorter hours 
eviden~ that Mr. Crafts himself so under-
stood it, for the facts which we have and more holidays; but that does not alter 

the case. Mr. Crafts insists that civil law 
quoted from his book are prefaced with 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
has allowed lust for political power to 
become its ruling spirit. This has been a 
source of sincere regret to us, as it has 
been to other friends of Christian temper
ance work, and we have from time to 
time, as we have observed these digres
sions, criticised the Union. Nor are we 
alone in this. This same lust for power 
has lead the Union to demand an import
ant change in the fundamental law of the 
Methodist Church, and to accompany that 
demand by a threat of establishing a rival 
church. This threat the Christian Advo
cate, of this city, makes the e.ccasion of 
administering a rebuke to these good 
women, quite as sharp as any criticism 
that we have ever made. We Nprint, for 
the information of our readers, the follow
ing somewhat lengthy extract from the 
Advocate's article:-the following, set in italics:- is essential to the preservation of the 

working man's rest day. The growth of 
·,Another element of hope in the. United States is THE WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE 

that' ~ile West has improved in Sabbath observance Sunday rest in California in the absence UNION. 

(exce:v~ in the largest cities), as .the communities of a Sunday law js a complete refutation 
have :changed from frontier Territories into settled · of Mr. Crafts's arguments in favor of "a With the history of this powerful or
States. civil Sabbath;" hence the anxiety of him- ganization we have been familiar from its 

Then, ·after only four and one-half lines self and his friends to secure as soon as beginning, nor has it ever been referred 
relative to Dakota and Wyoming, follows possible the passage of a Sunday law in to in the Christian Advocate except in 

· ther statement quoted, that ''both laymen that State. The drift is now toward more words of commendation. To its internal 
and ministers say that everi in California general rest on Sunday. Now if they can controversies no reference has been made; 
the Sabbath is, on the whole, bette!' ob- only secure a Sunday law they can in a none of its principles or proceedings have 
served, and Christian services better at- year or two claim that the improvement been criticised, directly or indirectly, in 
tentled than five years ago." This Mr. is due to the law. this paper. Its editor has on various oc
Crafts gives in his book as an encouraging According to Mr. Crafts's theory Cali- casions presided at its meetings, intra
fact. He made it h~s own then; now he fornia ought to be just what he represents duced its speakers, and served it according 
st1eks to repudiate it, and likens California it to be, a veritable Sod om; but according to his measure and the desire of its mem
to Sodo:m. But we feel sure that in this to the facts it is as the Observer's corres- bers. 
lie :aoes that State injustice. Personal pondent represents it. The trouble with In his capacity as a member of the Gen
knowledge.of the State, and of the people Mr. Crafts is that he cannot at the same eral Conference of 1880 he strenuously 
of ;that State, justify us in expressing this time be loyal to the facts and to his theory; opposed the granting of permission to Miss 
opi~.ion; but we prbfer to let the fact rest tll.erefore he remains true to the theory, Frances E. Willard to address the Con
tlR~ the testimony of another. In a letter regardless of the facts. He cannot con- ference-not because she was a woman
to 'hhe New York Observer of October 2, ceive of the possibility that he is mistaken, for he has listened to her, spoken on the 
"Holloway," a correspondent of that as he must be if the facts are as we know same platform with her, and never has 
p8.per, writes as follows of Sunday observ- them to be, and as "Holloway" states been opposed to women speaking in public 
ance in San Francisco:- them; therefore he closes his eyes to the on religion or any other subject in the 

True, there are some drawbacks here as there are facts, and accuses those who decline to do proper time and place. The opposition 
in all' the cities of our land. Attractive as the city the same thing, of dishonesty. was upon these grounds, that she did not 
is, and in its main features very desirable as a place represent an ecclesiastical body; her ad-

. of reSidence; yet the good people who hav:e come C. P. B. 
from the East regret the absence of some things mission . would require the admission of 
withwhichtheyhavealwaysbeenfamiliar. There The Wort< of the Woman's Christian representatives of another similar associa-
arenoSabbathlawsinCaliforniaandnoroc.ognition Temperance Union. tion; and that there were a large number 
of it on the statute books of the State. LabOr of all of non-ecclesiastical bodies desiring to ob-
kinds can be cal'l'ied on without hindrance, stores WITH that which its name indicates to tain admission. On these principles he . 
may remain open for the transaction of business as 
onanyotherdayoftheweek, pl~of amusement be the legitimate work of the Woman's has ever acted, both in the Annual- and. 
may be open without interference from the author· Christian Temperance Union we have ever the General Conference, opposing the ad
ities, while noisy demonstrations can go on as usual. been in the mos\; hearty sympathy. But mission of men on the same grounds, and 
But while the1·e is tP,e absence of all Sunday laws is ready to do so again in any ecclesiastical 
we must not draw the conclusion that there is no we regret to say that the Union has not executive or legislative body of which he 

· respect paid to the Lord's day. Truth compels us always confined itself to Christian tern-
to state the fact that San Francisco is a Sabbath may be a member. 
keeping city. The drift is plainly in that direction. paranee ·work; it has turned aside into But it now becomes necesstt-ry to show 
The moral sentiment of the people is largelyin its politics, al).d instea<l of relying for success that the Woman's Christian Temperance 
favor, and with very rare exceptions you will find upon the ·power of God as manifested Union has adopted female suffrage as a 
as m-qch order and quiet ih the streets. as in some of · · · 1 · b th St t d C h 
our most favored Eastern cities. Those who knew through the gospel, _it has invo'4:ed the.· pnnmp e Ill 

0 a 9 au hurc ' and 
t
..., · · · · · ·that it discusses and as an organizatio.· n 

Ca uontia twenty years ago, now witness a far . power 0{ the State to enforce what it un-
diffel'ent order of things. The mass of the People' has committed itself to the promotion of 
respeot and k.eep the Lord's day. No merchant of derstands to be Christian duty. In short, changes in theMethodistEpiscopalChurch, 
a.ny ~pectability keeps his store open on the Sab· neglecting the power of the gospel, the using its societies, which obtain access to 
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our chur.ohes and oongraga;tions on the 
grou.nd of its temperance and c::>ther moral 
l·eformatory work, to interfere with the 
management of the said church. 

The evidence of the truth of this state
ment is now to be submitted. Its State 
Conventioos are in the habit of passing 
resolutions commending female suffrage; 
its National Conventions have done the 
same. It is so closely connected with the 
original Female Suffrage Association that 
the assistant editor of the Woman's 
Jowrnal, Alice Stone Blackwell, is also the 
Assistant Superintendent of the Department 
of Franchise of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union. (One of the principal 
text-books, if not the chief, in the Depart
ment of Franchise in the Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union is John Stuart 
Mill's SUbjection of Woman, whose author 
repudiated Christianity as a supernatural 
religion, and on various oceasions de
nounced it as an oppressor of women.) 
Female suffrage has become one of its 
chief corner-stones, so that temperance 
and its allied moral questions, according 
to the prophet whom we heard in San 
Francisco; are oow made the draft-horses 
to bear the female suffrage movement on
wa.Td. 

In harmony With t:his partnership we 
:find· a long article illl the Woman's Journal, 
organ Gf tlle old-line Female Suffragists, 
for September 13 :-

This is a. subject of great moment, not only to the 
chureb hi which the important actil:>n is to be:ta.kEm, 
but also to the cause of woman's emancipation in 
all its variollll phases. .All the friends of woman's 
advancement, whatever their religious views may 
be: 1thohld do their utmost to rouse those upon whom 
the decision devolves to a.n active and intelligent 
ini;e1Ht iti the questien. . . . 

The resolution doos not involve the. question of 
lieensing and ordaining woman to preach, but the 
reltttion of women to the legislative councils of the 
clhfteh wiil eventually determine their positions 
and' prl1"ileges in bhe ministry. 

Graait is· tlae change which has taken 
p~~e in the Woman's Christian Temper
a'lioo llJ nion, and most interesting is the 
m~thltJd by whi&h it kfis been brought 
abeMt; Wh:en these ideas.;....never thcmght 
of in thei:'ncipiency· of the organi'zation
~ve :tiJtst b:rooched, some who were pos
iiilVely a'lid un<lumpromisingly opposed to 
th~m· were gradually displaced; others 
~hc!>'Wet'e more mttllaable were surrounded 
hf 4" an influence,, were !:!poken of as 
'·~true a.nd' gbod," but as " not having yet 
sOOn: the heavenly vision whibh had been 
r~"Wlaled " 'to· the leaders. If in process 
of time th~ saw this vision, according to 
thei~ · gifts and asefulness they rose; but 
it! tltl!e'f still continued in darkness, grad
ually they were frozen out until it came 
te' bli' undetstb0d that only those who hold 
tb;ea§. prlnuiples, aiid adhere to tbtem should 
he aumittEJd, what~ver their interest in 
~pEW#tliGB and the reformation of men, 
t0 m~:t'Utnt· positiens. Renee it has come 
t(i, paM tfia.t this organization is an active 
p~gauditing power for woman suffrage 
and aWed questions. 

We have now to show that the Union 
Signal, its ojftcial organ, loses no oppor
tunity of discussing the :Methodist Epis
copal Church and its movements-in relation 
to the ecclesiastical position of women. 

The attempt is made to connect the 
deaconess movement in our church with 
the ordination of women in the ministry. 
Observe this, and a declaration of the 
faith of the Woman's Christian Temper
ance Union in the following, taken from 
a recent copy of that paper:-:-

The training school for Deaconesses in (Jhicago, 
under the care of Mrs. Lucy Rider Meyer, is on a 
broad plane, and deserves the study of all interested 
in this great problem. Its wolutiQn will naturally 
conduct to the final emancipation of woman, by 
which she will enter the pulpit on the same plane 
with her brother man, and they two will prove that, 
inspired by the Spirit of the Highest, they are ade
quate to the conversion of the world; that life in 
wickedness can never be saved by the ministrations 
of one-half the unit. This is the faith of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. firmly held 
and f:ranldy stated. 

Various of its organi~ations passed res
olutions condemning the General Confer
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
by name for its rejection, on a point of 
law, of women from membership in the 
last General Conference ;-in one instance 
classing it in a paragraph of condemnation 
with certain liquor dealers. 

Soon after the adjournment of that Gen
eral Conference the Nll.tional Convention 
of the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union was held in the Metropolitan Opera 
House, in the city of New Yol'k, and at 
that Miss Frances E. Willard delivered 
her annual address as President, from 
which we quote what to us is an astonish
ing passage. Quoting what persons have 
said to her, she said:-

" Stay in the church, and help reform it," says 
one "No; that is impOssible; old churches and old 
parties are equally crystallized," comes the te'ply. 
"Let the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
organize a church; and we will join it, every man 
of llll," is the declaration of an influential gro·up of 
em-nest men. ''No, we have too many churches 
already," objects a listener; "let the wheat and 
tares grow wgether until the ha~est." . . . 

But for mysiM I love my :mother•chwich eo well, 
and recognize so thor.oughly that the bPi36 and body 
of the great pyramid she forms are broader than its 
apex, that I would fain give her a little time in 
which to deal justly by the great household of her 
loving, loyal, and devoted daughters. I would wait 
four years longer in fervent hope and prayer that 
the great body of her ministers and of her member· 
ship may make it manifest to all the world that the 
church of Lady Huntingdon, .Barbara Heck, and 
Phebe Palmer does not hesit~te to march with the 
progressive age it has done so muon· to educate, Mr 
fear to carey to their logical sequence its life-lon~ 
teMhings as to woman's equality within the house 
of God. I say this frankly, from .tny present out
look, though sa often urged, and nl!>t a :liiirtde· temptoo', 
aud sometimes quite determined to take a new de
parture. The time will come, however; and not 
many years· from now, when, if presentation ii!·'etru 
denied us, it will be our solemn duty; to. mise once: 
more the cry, "Here I .stand, I can do no other," 
and step out into the larger liberty of a religiotul 
movement where tnll!joritieaand n® minorities shall: 
determine the jitness of women aa del.egateB, and 
where the laying on of hands in consecration, as 
was undoubtedly done in the e&-ly Church, sfuill be 

decrood on a baSis of "gifts, graces, and useful· 
ness," frl'espeotive of sex." 

[The italics in the above quotation ·are 
the Adivoca:te' s.] 

This is a professedly undenominational 
body, and it has had remarkable assistance 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
resolutions passed by the General Confer
ence, in the use of church buildhigs, ang 
in the giving of its notices by the pastors. 
When theW oman's Christian Temperance 
Union discusses the church in this way, 
and in such a spirit, after it had submitted 
the question to a vote of its ministers and 
members, and interferes by a declaration 
which has the force of a threat, we are 
compelled to say, that-while it shows 
how many are the ramifications of this 
movement-it does not furnish ground for 
the presumption that the legil'llation or the 
real interest of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church would be benefited if the change 
called for were made. 

It must be true, for Miss Willard de
clares it, that "an influential group of 
earnest men have called upon the Wom
an's Christian Temperance Union 'to or
ganize a church!'" It is not wonderful 
that such things should aff )Ct the judg
ment of the recipient of such confidence. 

If such a spirit exists, the church should 
know it. With genuine admiration for 
Miss Willard's gifts, and full recognition 
of her varied services, but with the faith
fulness of friendship, we assure her, that 
were the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union to attempt to "organize a church," 
that "group of influential men" would 
fail to stand· by it or her, and if they did 
the organization would simply add another 
to the successors of Jonah's gourd, instead 
of continuing a growing power for good. 

It is a matter of astonishment and grief 
to us, that our old friend, Professor Luther 
T. Townsend, whose intellectual gifts and 
personal character we have always ad
mired, should strengthen such dangerous 
advisers by writing thus in his article on 
"Woman in the Pulpit," addressed to and 
published by Miss Willard:-

These noble women should knock only onoo more 
at the doors of the Methodist General Conference, 
and if theit-signals and entreaties are again uneivilly 
disregarded, they should never knock again; they 
should call together some of the neblest Chtistian 
women of the laud, and in. solemn convoootion. by 
the laying on of hands and by praryer, they should 
set 8tp1J.l't for pulpit and p!trish work those who 
trust that they a;re inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take :upon themselves the offioo of the min· 
istry of the Church of Christ, tO serve God, for the 
promoting of biB; glory and the edifying of his peo· 
ple. . . . WhQll that step is taken, if these 
women are willing to extend an invite,tion, they 
will be,surprised at the number of cleJlgymen who, 
with ·Ill noble Wesleyan sph·it, will hasten to reader 
assistance at the ordination. 

It is 'SU'eh paiSI1Jages which have, as: we 
regret to have to say, led the justly dis
tinguishe-d atl.d worthily loved: woman into 
such utterance as this quoted from . he1· 
annual address,.of 1888. 

In Miss Willard's add-tea& in 1889 at tlaff 
National Convention she called for a res-
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olution ~sking "the laymen of the Meth- I 21, '~~~~--~~air t;:1a,; betok~ne~~~~-~~·:g I bro~~ht up-in a-~:~fornia town ~i~~out a 
odist_ Episcopa1 Church, who will in the I desire to b() the Nehemiah of CaHfornia, Sunday law. Of course everybody knows 
fall of 1890 take action on the question of 

1 
and squelch somebody for Sunday-break- that such banter is all sheer biuff; but 

making women eligible as delegates to the ing. I take space to mention it here as showing 
General Conference, to 'do as they would In his discourse he reiterated the old to wh~:~ot straits Sunday-law stump speakers 
be dene by,; and the laywomen to remem- ''chestnuts" about this being a Christian are driven to make a show of argument. 
her that 'there is neither. male nor female Nation, and ought, therefore, to have a The speaker's effort was closed by call
in Chrfst Jesus,'·and 'who would be free, Christian Sabbath; that the framers of ing attention to sundry specimens of Sab
himself must strike the blow.'" the Declaration of Independence recog- bath Union literature, among them being 

But a larger scheme of a Woman's nized that the Nation derived its pow- the document sent out from Washington 
Council has been devised, the attempt be- ers from the Almighty; that Benjamin to signers of the petition, against religiou11 
ing ;made to induce all woman's societies, Franklin demanded that a minister of the legislation in Congress. This is a decep
such as th~ Woman's Foreign and Home gospel be brought in to ask God's blessing tive e:n'ort to convince the signers that 
Missionary Societies, to send delegates so upon the Constitution Conventjon; that they had not sense enough to know what 
as to come under the influence of the same the Constitution of the United States con- they were doing, when they signed the 
principles. The King's Daughters also tains a Sunday law in its provision that petition, although it was couched in the 
were solicited to join the Council, that the President shall have ten days, exclusive plainest language. 
you:q.g and old might be indoctrinated of Sundays, in which to sign bills, etc., etc. He also had the house canvassed for 
with these aspirations and ambitions. He argued that a nation may be religious subscriptions to his monthly document, 

It is due to many private members of or non-religious; that it may be Christian, and advertised some other literature de
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union pagan, or Mohammedan; but our fathers signed to work up a sentiment among the 
and a jew remaining leaders in State or- chose to make this a Christian Nation. He people in favor of his pet scheme. A 
ga!l\zations to say' they do not agree with seemingly forgot that his Union denies lady in the audiellCe, who acknowledged 
these views. M~ny of them, however, have any thought of, or belief in, a union of that she had become somewhat "confused 
not fully awakened to the real condition. Church and State; and if his argument on the subject," asked an individual near 

Our readers may now in part see what amounted to anything, such an election her how it was the Doctor was doing such 
is the meaning of the movement. If the on the part of the founders of the Govern- business in church on Sunday, if the day 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the first ment would have established a Church were so sacred as it was represented to be. 
quarter of its second century desires to and State oligarchy at the very beginning. He gave it up, but supposed it was because 
become a "Woman's Christian Temper- In his glorification of the virtues of laborers in the Sunday-law interest h~ve 
ance Unio;n" Church, or a mere adjunct Sunday legislation, Mr. Thompson de- generally had poor success in getting au
to tlill>t organization, it needs only to pro- clared that the Sunday law is the magna diences on other days. 
ce~d in .the direction to which it is urged. charta of religious liberty. Without it I cull the following, from the Sabbath 

--·--------·-+-~ men are held in slavery; there are now in Union's Pacific Coal"t monthly document, 
The Sunday Campaign in California. the United States three million of men accredited to the Century:-

compelled to work on Sunday. If this If this were a Jewish country, the Jewish wor· 
'T 1't' l · · 'd t t th · ld h f h ship on Saturday should be peculiarly protected · .HE po •1 wa .oampa1gn 1nc1 en o e were true, It wou not argue mlic or t e from molestation. If it were a Mohammedan coun-

State election is now in full .blast. The efficiency of the "great magna charta,·" try, Friday should be in a like manner protected.· 

S · d 1 · · · · 11 t f h h 11' k d This is simple common sense applied to things un. ay- aw campaign IS not rea y a par or t e t ree mi 1on wor men asserte to as they are, and no action of Doctriniare theory. 
of the politieal strife. The two leading be in slavery, cannot all be in California, Where there is a conflict of sacred days, as.an1ong 

· } b 1 · Jew, Christian, and Mohamn!edan, all cannot be paa.·ties ana letting t w su ject a one as and the few sparsely settled Territories protected, and hence the majority must determine 
hard as they can; and the Prohibitionists; where there are no Sunday laws. But it the question. · 
although carrying a State Sunday law as is not a fact that any hired man is com- If 6e majority must determine such 
a piank iil their platform, are not united pelled to work on Sunday; he may leave questions, why does not the American Sab
in urgin,g it upon the people. Some .of if he wants to. The law will protect him bath Union, whose mouthpiece Dr. Thomp
them ar!3 decidedly opposed to it, and one from being compelled to work any day, son is, let the majority alone in California? 
of their leading speakers told me that he except as a punishment for crime An acknowledged majority of twenty 
did not refer to the subject at alL Further- Who ever heard of a seventh-day keeper thousand have said that they do not want 
more he said that some of their candidates being compelled to work on Saturday? a Sunday law; yet the Union is secretly 
for legislative honors, if elected, would Hundreds of them, laboring men, have endeavoring to bribe legislative candi
not.vote for a Sunday law. given up their situations rather than work dates, by promises of votes, to violate the 

There is, however, a Sunday,law move- on the Sabbath-day, and not one of them will of the majority and enact such a law 
ment on foot on the outside, and it is being ever starved. None of them ever dreamed at the next session of the Legislature. 
vig;orously pushed. The American Sab- of asking for a law to compel men to hire But why is it that "all cannot be pro-
bath Union is working its game of secretly them and let them off on Saturday. tected"? ·This is a republican Govern-
extorting pledges from candidates in return The Doctor's sentimental story about ment, and guarantees religious froedorn 
for plecil.g~s ofvates. They issue a monthly the young man in a Los Angeles County to alL If all cannot be protected in their 
doeument of eight large octavo pages, for village who could not get off on Sunday religious privileges, then the Republic is 
the purpof!eS of their campaign. The Un- to hear him lecture, is considerably a failure. If all cannot be protected, it 
ion labors to enlist the interest of the spoiled by Mr. Crafts's book, which was so is because those who chance to have the 
miuisters, and work through the churches; urgently commended at the close of the power covet a monopoly of religious ptiv-

discourse. In this the author takes spe-and in all the public efforts the ministerial ilege, and are selfish enough to deny cial pains to show wherein a conscientious 
ch81rac~er .of the movement is plainly man- determination not to work on Sunday equal rights to all who do not follow them. 
ifest. works to the advantage of the laborer, by If this sentiment had emanated fJ;Om 

Rev. Dr .. Thompson, Pacific Coast Sec- increasing the employer's confidence. a pagan or Mohammedan source, it. would 
retary. of the Union, was in Oakland on A rather novel challenge was thrown not have been surprising; but to throw 
the 12th inst., and spoke his piece in the out to California young men. It was this: it out as representative Christian princi
Firet .M~thodi~t Episc~pal Church, i~ the The speaker proposed to show, by contest, ple, is libelo~s upon that faith wli·ose 
mormng, a:nd m the F1rst Congregatlonal that a young man of twenty-five years Founder commanded to "love thy :treig-'h-
Ohurch, ih the evening. He read from the brought up in a strict Sunday-law village bor as thyself." W. N'. GLENN. 
book of Nehe:mi.ah, .chapter 13, verses 15- l would prove more intellectual than one Oakland, Oal., Oct. 18, 1$90, 
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Majority Rule. • . 

THE following upon majority rule is 
from a speech by Hon. Joseph Wheeler, 
of Alabama, in Congress, February 13, 
the. House having under consideration 
the report of the Committee on Rules. 
While all will not concede the honorable 
gentleman's implied claim that the Demo
crats have greater regard for the Consti
tution than the Republicans have., aU 
must, laying aside political prejudices, 
acknowledge . the truth of the principle 
laid down. Commenting upon the state
ment that "the rule of the majority is at 
the very basis of our Government," Mr. 
Wheeler spoke as follows:-

While it is true that the majority should 
rule, all ·that the Democrats desire is that 
they shall rnle under the Constitution. 
Judge Cooley in his Principles of Consti
tutional Law says:-

So f~J.r, then, from the Government being based 
on unlimited confidence in majorities, a profound 
distrust of the discretion, equity, and justice of Jheir 
rule is made evident in many precautions and 
chl.'cka; and the majority is, in fact, trusted with 
power only so far as it is absolutely essential to the 
working of republican institutions. 

Since the first da.wn of civil liberty the 
wisest statesmen of all nations have agreed 
that an unbridled and unrestrained ma
jority is the most dangerous foe of liberty, 
and therefore, in perfecting systems of 
government, the greatest care was taken 
to devise means by which a majority 
could be checked by certain powers given 
to the minority, and the history of civili
zation has proven the wisdom of main
taining such check~ and balance. 

If a man perfect in all respects and. 
of unquestionable and infallible wisdom 
oould be found, a people would be fortu
nate in . giving such a person absolute 
power, because undoubtedly his rule would 
be wise and perfect in all respects, and 
that is all that was ever asked for or is 
desired by any people, but the history. of 
the last eighteen hundred years shows 
that during that period no such man has 
existed, and therefore it has been demon
strated that the only way to preserve lib
erty is for the people to govern them
selves. 

If ages of experience demonstrate that 
one-man poweris destructive to liberty, how 
much more dangerous is an unrestrained 
rule of a majority. It contains all the evils 
which follow from the concentration of 
all power in one man, without a single 
element of the advantages of such a sys
tem of: government. It is the existence 
and presence of absolute power and the 
absolute absence of any tangible responsi
bility. It is possible for such a govern
ment to exist for some time without be
coming tyrannical and despotic, but it is 
impossible for such a government to exist 
without fii;tally overthrowing all the safe
guards of liberty. 

America vs. Europe. 

(Ta:s: following lines-written some thirty years 
ago-depict from the standpoint of liberty the 
principles on which the United States Government 
was founded as compared with the principles of 
the European governments. The author is Count 
A. de Gasparin, a fearless advocate of liberty, and 
a warm admirer of the American institutions This 
extrayt is translated from the author's French work; 
'' U n grand "Peuple que se Releve," and may serve 

to awaken new love and vigilance for the bn
mortal boon of religious and civil liberty. 

JOHN VUILLEUMEIR.] 

THE United States is not a Latin nation; 
a nation clad in the robes of a Roman or 
Greek civilization; a nation having accord
ing to the ancient fashioJ?., a religion and a 
set of customs blindly admitted by all. This 
Republic of the New World is not at all one 
of the republics of the ancient continent, 
where the citizens loved to talk about 
public affairs, but where nobody was 
foolish enough to raise questions of con
science respecting the public belief, pagan 
life,-with its compulsory worship, its 
uniform education, its suppression of the 
family and the individual for the benefit 
of the State; pagan life,-where the citizen 
supersedes the individual, and where the 
calm uniformity of the ages gives every 
one a national mold,-has no likene!'!S to 
moral and social life in the United States. 

Here you will not find the least vestige 
of that system which tries to make nations, 
and forgets to· make men. These . States 
can truly be said to have originated out of 
a protest of the human conscience. How 
many things are explained by this noble 
origin! Yes, it was the reaction of relig
ous independence against compulsory uni
formity and against the State church, that 
created this country, two hundred years 
ago. I do not need, here, to examine the 
intrinsic truth of the Puritan belief; I 
simply affirm that it landed in America 
in the name of liberty, and that its mission 
here was to establish liberty, and to build 
the true wall against democratic tyrannies. 

At the very outset, the State was denied 
the direction of the intellectual and moral 
man. Notwithstanding the unavoidable 
inconsistencies and hesitancies which at
tend all our beginnings, the Colonies, 
which were to become the United States, 
were walking steadily on the road which 
leads to liberty of belief, of thought, of 
speech, of press,· of association, of teach
ing. The highest, the most important 
rights, were stripped, at the very start, 
from the province of democratic deliber
ations; insuperable limits were laid to 
the sovereignty of majorities; the rights 
of minorities, of the individual, the right 
of standing alone against all, the right 
of being of one's own opinion, was dis
tinctly affirmed. 

More than that, it was not very long 
before the bands between Church and 
State were completely severed, thus de
stroying the last pretext for the official 
administration of belief; self-government 
was founded, that is to say, the most 

explicit denial of democratic bondage. 
While democracy pleads for a maximum 
of government, American individualism 
pleads for a_ minimum of government, the 
par excellence definition of liberalism. 
And it did not contemplate bringing this 
about, as in the· Middle Ages, through 
anarchy, absence of national ties, and by 
depriving the individual of his rights of 
conscience and thought; no, American 
individualism has other means of action; 
while restraining with a wise energy the 
province of government to its true limits, 
it was enlarging all the more the purview 
of the human soul. 

Grand conquest that was! The whole 
future of our modern world is there con
tained. 

SoME weeks ago, we printed the follow
ing item from one of our Western ex
changes, together with the subjoined com
ment:-

" The voice of the people is the voice of God," is 
as true to day, as when spoken in a city of Greece 
two thousand years ago. 

'' Just about as true ! For instance, 
when, a century later, the people crowded 
around the Son of. God, shouting, 'Crucify 
him I Crucify him I ' " 

The item has come back to us with this 
question from the Orleans Herold :-

Then will you please tell us what is the voice of 
God ? Was not the crucifixion a fulfillment of the 
prophecies ? · 

The word of God as contained in the 
Scriptures is, properly speaking, the voice 
of God, because it expresses the will of 
God; but can we believe that the un
changeable One who said, "This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased," 
could also have said, "Crucify him, cru
cify him "? True, the crucifixion was in 
fulfillment of prophecy, but prophecy is 
simply an announcement of future events, 
which may or may not be according to the 
will of God. It is the will of God that 
"all men should come to repentance," 
(2 Peter, 3: 9); but prophecy tells us that 
all will not repent, that on the contrary, 
'' evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." 
2 Tim. 3:13. 

POSTMASTER VANCOTT has resolved to 
carry out the purposes of the special de
livery system on Sundays as well as on 
other days. He considers that the public, 
which pays for special delivery, is entitled 
to it at all proper times. Hitherto it has 
been the custom to send out special deliv
ery letters on Sunday morning only, by 
the first carriers leaving the General Pot:~t 
Office at 7 · o'clock. In future all special 
delivery letters will be sent to the persons 
addressed in this city on Sunday up to the 
evening hour. This will enable those who 
desire to communicate with friends on 
important business on Sunday afternoon, 
and feel willing to pay the extra fee, to 
have their letters delivered as they desire. 
-Mail and Express. 
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HEALTH FOODCRACKERSI TEN LECTURES 

ON 
-- I 

DO YOU 
CAT ARRH!USE A FOUNTAIN PEN? HEAL'rH produces wealth; and good health can ! 

not be made of poor material. The agitation of 
this health. question for some years in the past NASAL 
has created a demand for 

HEALTHFUL FOODS, 
in the manufacture of which we have for the ].:irult 
ten years bOOn engaged. The demand having con
stantly increased, we have found it necessary to 
greatly Increase oni' facilities by the addition of 
new and the latest improved machinery, etc. We 
are now well equipped, ancl prepared to fill all 
orders, and to extend our business into new fields. 

Our Foods and Craclters are made from the 
ohol\lest grains and are strictly pure, justly en
titling them to the n&.me above given. 

SAMiPLE PACKACES 
Of assorted Health Food Crackers sent post-paid 
on reoeipt;cof fifty eents. Write tor descriptive 
circular anfl price lis~ to 

B~tfle Cr~ek BakerY Co., 
168 WEST MAIN §T., 

Battle Creek, Mich. 

·Is THE PAPACY IN PROPHECY ? 
llYTHE 

Rev. Thomas'W. Haskl ns, M.A., 
Rectoi'Ohrist Ohu1·ch, L<>B Angeles. Oal. 

-§-· 

The above is the title of a.t1•eatlse written by 
the_ author at the request of the Ministerial Union 
of'I.61r:Arig~les, Callf!!rnilt, It gre.v out of .it dis
cussion upon the present aspect and alms of the 
Roman (Jat!wlio Chureh In tlie Unlt<Jd Statell, the 
author takjpg the ground thl\t the rise, progress1 
'Present and future condition of the temporru 
power known as the Papacy, or Vatlcanlsm, is 
\)Utlined in the proR}lecies of Holy Scriptures 

· With sufficient accuqwy to determine wha,t tile 
"Pap&cy" fs, and what ls to be its future devel
opment and. ultimate end. 

PAPER- CoVERS, , . . . . . . ))5 CEN'l's. 
CLoTH CoVERs, • . . . . . . 60 CE!frS., 

' Mailed, post-paid, on receipt of price. 

-§-
.\.Juress, 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
.43 DOND STitli:ET, NEW YoRK; 

1..:1'U & CA.S_'r~ STS., OA;KLA.ND, CAL., 

Or, L()S ANGELES CHURCHMAN, 85 <Jalifornia 
Bank Building, Los Angeles, Cal. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 
Neat, cheap, serviceable. They perfectly secure 

pen or pencp. in the pocket, so that it cannot fall 
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at
tached tO any part.()f the clothing. A smalllnvest
rilent will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. · 

PRICES. 

No. 1 Russia leather, for 2 pens lOc. 
No • .2 " u 8 " 15c. 
No. 3 metal.)>ack, ~ P?:"s, ~~· 
No. 4 Mro. 
No. 5 Sealskin, for 2 pens, 15c. 
No. 6 ;. H 8 " tl6c. 
No. 7 Russia Leather, for 4 pens 26c. 
No. 8 Sealskin, ·· " ·l " 40c. 
Sent by mall on receipt of price. We gup.rantee 

these pockets superior In every pru'tlcuiar to sim
Ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much 
higher prices. Address, 

PACIFIC .PRESS PUBLISHING 00., 
43 BOND STREET. NEW YO!Ui. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

THE BEST 

· DUPLICATINC INKS 
FOR- USE WITH 

"OYOLOSTYLE," "MIMEOGRAPH," 
'' OOPYGRAPH." 

Or any Duplicating Process in which a Stencil 
Is used, are the 

Celebrated " Redding Inks." 
They Dry Fast, Will not Blur nor Clog the sten· 

oil, Dry or Harden.on Roller or Pallet, and are In 
every way 

ASUPERIOR ARTICLE. 
Send· for Prl. ce Lists and Samples of Work Dnne I 
with these Inks. 

REDDINQ INK CO., .. 
48 BoND SntEm·~, NEW Ymm 

Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cur~1 and Diseases of the 
Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to nasal Catarrh; 

with a chapter of 
CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M.D., 
Medical Superi!ntendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 

Sanitarium in. the World. 
The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontis

P.iece and SIX BEAUTIFULLY COLORED PLATES, besides many 
illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only SO cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
48 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

Or OAKLAND, CAL. 

COOD FOR ALL TIME! 

Then you need the COMBINED INK 
I BOTTLE AND PEN FILLER, consisting 
· of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a 
pen 8 or 10 times, with a Patent Rubber 
Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neat 
wooden case with a screw top, making 
the safest, most complete, compact, and 
convenient article for the use of travel
ing men and others now extant. Weighs 
when filled with ink less than three 
ounces. 

Imitation Rose-wood case, 
Real Box-wood, u 

Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 

Address, 

25c. 

liOc. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO.l. 
48 BoND STREET, NEW YORK. 

OR- 0.A.KLA.ND, CA.L. 

JH E N All 0 N A L SUNDAY LAW iT~~.~~~~!~~~lPu~I\~!~Y 
' Devoted to the defense of 

Tms PAMPHLET CoNTAINS THE ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF THE RIGHT'l OF 
AMERICAN CITIZENS, .AND IN OPPOSITION TO THE BLAIR SUNDAY

REST BILL, WHICH MR. JONES PRESENTED BEFORE THE SENATE 
CoMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, DECEMBER 13, 1888. 

Mr. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MICHTY INTERESTINC READINC." 

.AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 

And the Preservation of the 

. UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 
AS IT IS. 

'l'ERMS, 75 CENTS PER YEAR. 

And Mr. Jones' comments malts It more so. His argument is enlarged to what It would ---o--
ha.ve boon without Senator Blair's lntetTUptions, objections, and counter-arguments, alld Is accom-
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question 18 The following numbers are now ready, an<i will 
now a living Issue, this treatise will be Interesting to all classes, especiall,Y Legislators, lawyers, ; be sent t<> any addl-ess post-paid on receipt of 
judges, and other public men. The argument is baaed on Scripture and history, constitution and : price:-
Iaw, showing the limits of the civil power, the-unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of '1 

the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the No. 1 The .Natwnal Reformed Oon,titv.tiun. 
· Prtce, 3 cents. 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Fourth Century, 
AND THE 

Sunday-Law Movement of the Nineteenth Century. 

The Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, 
and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 

for the United States. 
'rhe Work Contains 192 Pages and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 25c. 

Send for It I Read it I Send it to Your Friends I 
Address all. Orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHINC CO., 
48 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 

On OAKLAND, CAL. 

-·-----····--·-1 
NEW EDITIONS 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION 
IN ENCLISH AND CERMAN 

By A. T. JONES, 

. One of the Editors of the AMER-IOAN SENTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible. 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK SHOWS CLEARLY THE RELATION THAT SHOULD EXIST 

BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE AT THE PRESENT TIME, AS PRoVEN BY THE 
BIBLE AND HISTORY OF THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE CENTURIES. 

CHAP. I outlines vividly the relation that existBd between •' Ohristilmity and the Roman Empire.·· 
ClUP. II distinguishes between "What Is dne to God and what to Cmsar." 
CHAP. ill shows for what fnUrpose the "Powers tMt Be " are ordained. 
CHAP. IV ably discusses ' The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who Are Making it." 
CIL\1'. V unmasks "Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the Bla.ir Sunday Bill now 

pending In Congress. 
CIL\1'. VI is devoted to the "Sunday-Law Movement In the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the 

Nineteenth." 
(Jhap. VII shows The Workihlts of Sunday Laws when they are enforced. 

These chapters, with the neclaratlon of Independence and the Constitution of the United States . 
WhiCh are printed in Appendices C and D, make this treatise INDISPENSABLE TO EVERY LOVER OF , 
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, I 

CIVIL COVERNMENT AND RELICION 
Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 25 Cents; and in 

German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents; 

MILLIONS OF COPIES 
Should .be Placed In the Hands of Thinking People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position 

American Citizens should Sustain Toward the Effort now on Foot to 

OR OAKLAND, CAL. 

Secure Reljgious Legislation. Address, 

PACit='IC PRESS F'UBLISHINQ CO., 
48 BOND STREET, NEW YO}{K 

! 

I 

No. ~ Religious Liberty. Price, 1 cent. 
No. 3 Et·il-• of Religious Legiomtion. Pt'ie<', 

1 cent. 
No. ·I The Bmir Suwla·y Re<Jt Bill. Prk-<'. 

7 cents. 
No . .J 

No.6 

No.7 

No.8 
No.9 
No.lO 

No. 11 

No.12 
No.18 

No.14 
No.15 

No.16 

No.17 

The Bmi1· Edwxdional Amendment. 
Price, 3 cents. 

p,.,·ity of National Religion. l'ri<X\ 
1 cent. 

National Refonn and Rights of Co-n-
science. Price, 2 cents. 

The American Papacy. Price, 2 cenw. 
The Salern Witclwl'aft. Price, 1 oent. 
N.ationalRefonn is Oht<rch and State. 

Price, 2 cents. 
What TMnk Yc nf Chri8t1 Prle<>, I 

cent. 
Bold and Base Avowal. Price, 2 cent;;. 
The National Reform Movement an 

Absurdity. Price, 2 cents. 
The Republic of Israel. Price, 1 cent. 
National Reformed Presl>yteriani<nn. 

Price, 4 cents. 
A Lutheran View of the National Re

fonn Mtn!einent. Price, 3 cents. 
Religion and the Pu.bUc Schools. Price, 

4 cents. 
No. 18 The National Sunday Law. 

25 cents. 
Price, 

No. 19 Rev. W. F. Crafts Agai1wt the l<:XUtm·• 
of The American Sentinel. Price, 10 
cents. 

No. 20 Rort!.an-iS?.n and Civil L-iberty. Price, '! 
cents. 

No. 21 

No, 22 

No, 23 
No. 24 

No.25 

No. 26 

No. 28 

No. 29 

No. 30 

No. 31 

A dress: 

Whl{ We Oppose Religious Legislation. 
Price, 3 cents. 

The American Sabbath Union and 
Human Rights. Price, 1 cent. 

A Civil Sunday Holiday. Price, 1 cent. 
Bmi1·'s Sunda;ll Rest Bill and Joint 

ReJ!olution, mtreduce<t December 9, 
1880. (Exact copies, with notes). 
Price, 1 cent. 

Civil Government and the Decalogue. 
Price, 1 cent. 

National Reform Sl.u'Cess Means Rtdiy
iou8 Persecution. Price, 1 cent. 

A Religious Political Movement. Price, 
1 cent. 

Arguments on the Breckinrid.Qe Sun
day Bill. The Object and Price of 
Exemptio?L Omuse<J. Price, 10 cent!;. 

A Civil Sabbath. What It Amounts k>. 
Prloe, 1 cent. 

Union of Okurch and State. What 
Oorultilutes Such a Union f Price, 1 c. 

Pacific Press Publishing Co,, 
OAJtLA.lfD~ 0.AL. 

oa. Atlantic Tract Society, 
4ll BoNn STm:RT, NJ~W Yona., N, Y. 
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NOTE.-:-~Y. one recel;vllig .the .AMERIQAN SENT~L without 
bavlrig ordered ·it may !mow that It Is sent to hrm by some 
friend unless plain.ly marked" BAmple copy." It is our invari
able rUie to.sEmd out no papo::l'l! without·pay.in ~vance, except 
hy E!P(Iclal atT8.hgement, therefore, those who nave not ordered 
the BENTINII:L nOOd have no fears that they WUI· be asked to pay 
for It ~hnply because they take it from the post-office. 

IN an editorial on Sunday laws, the 
Colorado Graphic says : " The people will 
resist these invasions of their personal 
rights, and with the example of other 
countries before them will bitterly resist 
ecclesiasticism. They fear the result of 
the union of Church and State, which 
means the oppression of personal liberty. 
As Dea-n Milman said, ' In proportion as 
the ecclesiastics became co-legislators, her
esies became civil crimes and liable to civil 
punishments.' Such a result would be 
disastrous to the corner-stone of Ameri
can independence. Our ' great ' dailies 
are cowards who fear to defend a princi
ple in deference to an uneducated senti
mentalism." 

UPON President Woodruff's promise that 
the Mormons will obey the anti-polygamy 
laws of Congress, the Christian Advocate 
remarks:-

Mormonism has such a bad reputation that prom
ises to obey are suspected of covering a plan to 
disobey. But we are inclined to think they mean 
this; if so, or if not so, let them be watched. If 
they break no laws in this country, they have the 
same right to be Mormons as others have to be Ro
man Catholics, Spiritualists, or Methodists. 

This is in refreshing contrast with the 
utterances of some papers which insist, 
not only that polygamy, but that Mor
monism must be stamped out. But all 
of Mormonism, except the practice of 
plural marriages, has just the same right 
not only to exist, .but to be protected, that 
any other ism has, and it will be a sad day 
for the country when this fact ceases to be 
recognized. 

THE Central Christian Advocate says:
It is not to the public school that we must look 

for the religious education of our children. The 
most we can do in this respect, so far as the public 
school is concerned, is to see that all the teachers 
are religious men aud women. The public school 
cannot be maintained except as a secular school 

The Observer quotes this, and comments 
as follows:-

The one proper place for the Christian training of 
children is the home. Neither the day school nor 
the Sunday school can fully take the place of a 
Ghristiau home. Where the home is not a Christian 
one children are reared at a ten-ible disadvantage. 
But the same considerations which would make our 
schools secular, and solely secular, would certainly 
prevent our being able to ensure that only religious 
teachers should teach in them. 

Thr> firgt part of thb para"raph i::; sound. 

" The one proper place for the Christian 
training of children is the home." And it 
is because Christian training is so much 
neglected iu the home that professedly 
Christian parents imagine that it is neces
sary to give, or rather to attempt, such 
training in the public schools. Our schools 
'should not be irreligious, but· they should 
be kept strictly secular, and· no such qual: 
ifications as that suggested by the Advo
cate should ever be permitted to be re
quired of om' public school ·teachei·s~ The 
State has no way of determining that one 
teacher is religious, and that .another 
teacher is not, e~cept · by the profession 
which they make, and such professions 
are too cheap in these days to be of any 
value in such a case. Besides, such a re
quirement would be utterly opposed to the 
spirit of our institutions, and to sound 
public policy. 

THAT " drowning men catch at straws,, 
is exemplified in the case of the Sunday
law advocates. In the hearing before the 
Senate Committee on the Sunday Rest bill, 
Rev. T. P. Stevenson, D.D., said:-

The h).w of the Sabbath is binding on nations and 
governments as well as on i.lldividual men. This 
obligation is recognized through our whole history 
by the general cessation of business in our courts 
and legislatures, and in all other parts of the Gov
ernment on the first day of the week. 

The argument which this is supposed to 
contain is about as weak as distilled water. 
Public business is properly suspended on 
Sunday because the State has no right to 
drag before courts of justice, on that day, 
people who regard it as sacred. The law 
of the State of New York likewise exempts 
observers of the seventh day from attend
ance at court upon that day; the Legisla
ture did not, however, in enacting that 
law say that the State is bound to keep 
the seventh day; no more should it say 
that the State shall keep Sunday. 

A Correction. 

WE have received the following letter, 
which we take it is designed for publica
tion. We cheerfully give it place:-

Men-ill, Wisconsin, Oct. 18, 1890. 

EDITOR AMERICAN SENTL.'<EL: " They Agree on 
the Main Point," is one of the articles in your last 
paper. .Therein is stated that also the Protestants 
hold that, "as a Nation we ought to see to it that 
our youth receive religious instruction." Commonly 
the Lutherans are also called Protestants. Ac
cordmg to this, yom· statement, the Lutherans also 
wou)d be in favor of religious teaching by the State. 
But this is not so. We Lutherans, or better, we 
German Lutherans, do not ask such a t.hing.of the 
State or Nation; on the contrary, we believe in a 
total separation of Church and State. We never 
asked nor '<Vill ask the State or Nation for any 
such thi~g. You have judged all Protestants ac. 
oording to the views expressed in the Ohristwn 
Statesman. You fo~t or did not know that this 
paper is not representing the :vie.ws of all Protest
ants, not even on this subject. There are, no doubt, 
Protestants favoring such religious instruction, but 
they are not Lutherans. The Lutherans deny the· 
right of any civil government to legislate on relig
ious questions. And on this principle we are m!J,king 

the fight against the Bennett law. We_ perfEl9t].y 
agree with you on this principle, and are glad to 
have such an able paper as yours working for such 
a noble end. 

To m~, personally, yom· paper has always been of 
great interest, aud I wish you the greatest success. 

Please correct your statement, and oblige all Lu
therans .. 

Yours truly, 
H. DAIB. 

We must confess to some inaccuracy in 
statement, in the first part of the article 
referred to. We should have said in tl,le 
outset, as we did in the latter part of om 
article, ''many Protestants,;, etc. We had 
in mind only those Protestants who de
mand that some .measure of religious in
struction shall be given by the teachers 
in the public schools. We are ourselves 
Protestants, and are well aware that all 
Protestants are not in favor of teaching 
religion in schools supported by the State. 

THE following from the Rome Sentinel 
of October 11, relative to the pro~e.diugs 
of the Central New York Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, is signifi
cant:-

The Rev. Dr. Torry of Utica, a fine-looking old 
gentleman with snow white hair, was introduced. and 
gave an address of some length on the subject of 
religious educ:ottion. 

The Rev. Cortland Myers, of Syracuse, alao 
spoke in regard to the religious education in our 
common schools. He talked very earnestly on the 
subject, stating that the Methodists, Presbyterians, 
and Baptists, should not have their children attend 
schools· at which religion was not taught. He also 
read some testimonials from different clergymen 
relating to this subject. Chancellor Simms immedi
ately offered a resolution that t:he Bishop appoint a 
committee of three to consider a project for secur
ing the introduction of a course of religious study 
in the common schools. The resolution was adopted. 
The Bishop appointed Brethern Simms, Vernon, and 
Oran as the commi1t.ee. 

We shall watch this matter with inter
est. With the Catholics on the one hand 
demanding a division of the school funds, 
and on the other hand the most influential 
Protestants demanding that the public 
schools give religious instruction, it is not 
too much to say that the future of our 
schools is not bright. Roman Catholics, 
and such mistaken Protestants are alike 
the enemies of the public schools. 

LACK of knowledge as to the powers of 
civil government is leading our· country 
into grave and compromising positions. 
Leave religion alone, is the spirit of our 
Oonstitution.-A motto that comes down 
to us in blood and flame from the past ages. 
-Moral and Scientific Companion. 
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.· 1.\ht.. CJuEi'rs argue!> · that · California 
sli~hld.ha\re a Sunday law hecau,se "in its 
e~~ital .c~ty :th~re are ~l}lY five o~ six 
cht~:rches; m<;>stly smalL . Just so, we 
ha~e r£ipeatedly· said that the real purpose 
0~ the· demand for Sunday laws is to bene-

. fit ~the' ·churches, and we are glad of an
·oth:et virtual admission offl1e fact by one 
wh,~. is ih ·~ position to know just how it is. 

·~-----.. .... 
···I;$ M~R~: edMation," says the New York . 

On}ristiarJ Advooate, of October. 23, "will · 
n'ofm~k~.a ~a1i either :tnoral .or reli&"ious. 
Burch~li , just found guilty 'of murder, a 
•fe~ days'•after the body of~· hi~ victi~ was 
fO'tin.d;: applied for a scho6l, m wh~ch ~e 
sMCI.; 'tdm t\Venty~nine yea~s of_ age, and 
was educated ~:J,t Oxford u;mvers1ty, Eng
la:rid, where• I took a high position in 
m~the:ru&tics, English subjects, ~:J,nd nat-
nrai sc;ience. I am. a go<:>d classical a?-d 
French scholar, and passed high examm-

, atitms in rHoly Scripture.' This i.s aJ} tr.ue, 
an~ ; Y!'lt there is no doubt of hiS h~ vmg 
committed. a most cold-~l()<;>ded, cunnmgly 
c~ri.ceivt?d mt;trder for mone.y." 

·.APRESBYTERIAN lady, of Indianapolis, 
writes to; a friend in • California, as fol
lows:-

Book at the Sunday question: Wh;y ! I think the 
nii~isters are now more interested in looking out · 
fdr:its ,; pr!!lper observance" thah in preaching the 

gRs!lel. · • ·· · · ·t · 
· · ~b,dianapp~is Is all aflame, because the stree -cars · 
rJii:· to th'El.subtirban resorts, tn~l' ~i~istei·s all meet· 
irlg; atid iesolving, and organizmg, _thro:ugn the . 
hot' weaith&'r, except one. He and hiS wtfe, who : 
cou.ld sing, 'and play the organ, went out to. one of . 
these resorts in a little spring wagon, used lt for a 
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pulpit, and preached to the people, and had a quiet 
respectful audience. . 

Now why can not the others do the same thmg,
go where the poor and· the vicious are, and teach 
them the divine law, and stop clamoring for human 
laws to compel them to comet() the churches? 

Certainly, why can they not? It is be
cause they are possessed with the idea of 
''Nationalism'" in religion. This ''Chris
tian Nation" having become an account
able bei~g, .all individual responsibility is 

. " 1 , to be shouldered upon 1ts mora person. 

--------+--------
The Secular Theory of Government. 

THE .American or secular theory of gov
ernment does not mean the wn-Ohristia'f!, 
theory,· but rather the contrary. The sec
ular thepry is the true Christian theory; 
for the :first promulgator of the theory 
known to the world, was Christ himself, the 
founder of Christianity. Bancroft, speak
ing of the adoption of these principlt:!s by 
our early statesmen, says: "The new 
Nation d;ared to set the example of accept
ing in its relations to God the principle 
first divinely ordained in Judea." He 
says, too, that it was "not fr?m indijfer
ence, but that the infinite spint of eternal 
truth might move in its freedom, and 
purity, and power."* .A.nd through all 
the ages since Christ there have been here 
and there Christian men-caring more for 
truth than for worldly gain, caring more 
for the purity of Christianity than for 
worldly power-who have. nobly uphel_d 
the principles first enunciated by thmr 
Master. 

Even in our own short history, the sec
ular theory of government has received 
some of its strongest support from Chris
tian ministers and laymen in the vario.us 
denominations of .America. In our earlier 
history Roger Williams nobly espo_used 
the theory, for which, among other thi~gs, 
he was compelled to flee to the Indians 
for refuge in mid-winter. "He fearlessly 
asserted that compulsory worship of God 
was an abomination; that, where the spirit 
was not a willing one, 'vorship compelled 

------~~---~--~~·----

-;" H;.;;:;-ofthe Form~~>tion of ~he Constitution," v, 1. 

. NUMBER 44. 

was an offense to the Deity. The 
civil magistrate," he says, "may not inter
meddle even to .stop a church from apos
tasy and heresy; . . . his power extends 
only ~o the bodies and goods and outward 
estate of men." * He said boldly that "it 
is the will and command of God that . . . a 
permission of the most paganish, Turkish, 
or anti-Christian consciences and worships 
to be granted to all men, in all nations and 
countries ; and they are only to be fought 
against with that sword which is, in soul 
matters able to conquer, to wit, the sword 
of God:s Spirit, the word of God." f In 
his controversy with Colton he said: "For 
me I must profess, while heaven and earth 
lasts that no one tenet that either London, ' .. England, or. the world doth harbor, IS so 
heretical, blasphemous, seditious, and dan
gerous to the corporal, to the spiritual, to 
the present, to the eternal good of men, as 
the bloody tenet . . of persecution for 
the cause of conscience." t He maintained 
that it is "a monstrous paradox that God's 
children should persecute God's children."§ 
.A.nd agai'n: "Persecutors of men's bodies, 
seldom or never do these men's souls 
good.'' II Mr. Eben Greenough Scott. s~ys 
that "no man has ever had a clearer view 
of the true relations existing between the 
civil and ecclesiastical powers." 

.A. century and a half later, when the 
theory was struggling for the supremacy, 
and Jefferson and Madison were putting 
forth their energies in its behalf in Vir
ginia, Rev. Isaac Backus an~ other m~
isters were engaged in a · hke work 1ll 

Massachusetts. Ministers both North and 
South, some of them in the State Conven
tions on the adoption of the Federal Con
stitution, used their voices and influence 
in favor of the secular principles of .our 
national Constitution. 

·In Massachusetts, one of the States 
where this theory was the most unpopular, 
several ministers espoused its cause. Some 
of the speeches delivered and the principles 

"Scott's "Development of Constitutional Liberty," 118. 
t Quoted in Tyler, I, 254. 
:j: From "Bloody Tenet yet more Bloody," etc. 
§Publications of the NarraS'ansett Ristoric!l.l Societ;y, 319, 
II Ibid, &27, 3ti8. 
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enunciated are in striking contrast with the people will "be upon the faithful in the land; in this great and important matter. Some serious 
the argument of the > reiigio-political and, from a" regard to their own :safety', they will minds" discover a concern lest if all religious tests 

choose for their .rulers men of known abilities, of , should be excluded, the Congress would hereafter statesmen of to-day. The following. silm- · known probity, of good moral characters. , JXh~ , establish popery or some other tyrannical way of 
ma:des are from Elliot's "Debates on th,e Apo~tle Peter tells l!.B that "God is no ~:espe~terof; 'worship; ;But.i,t is. most certain that no such way • 
Federal Constitution":: , persons, but, iuevery nation, he that fearetli 'him, _ of worship can. be estal>lished without any religious 

"In the Convention on Thrtrsdi:l,y [Jan:u- alid worketh righteousness, is acceptable to~him/'; tests.* 
ary 3•h 1,88]; .on the sixth article which And I know of no reason why men of such s. char:'; As, a result of the unselfish labors of 

·a "th t ' l' . t ·t h 11 " , acter, :hi. a comm1mity%t whatever &momili!ttioifin.~· t'hese ll'be. ral" (Jihrl'stian m""•l·n:""l'sters,, unl't"ed prt>v:1 es a no re lgiOus es , s" a "ever: , religion; cceteris pariby:~, ·with other suitable quali- · · "" " " - " · 
be reC!uired as a qualification to any office,' .. , fications, should not be,'acceptable to the people, .with the great statesmen of the times, our 
etc., several ~entlemeri :urged that it WitS . ari.dwhy;they may not~ be employed'by,them with Nation tofday has the secular theory of 
a depai'ture from. the principles of our · safety'ahd advantage in the important office of Gov· Government established upon a firm faun
forefathers, who came here for the pr'eser" ernment. The exclusion of a religious testhi the' dation; and this liberal Christian theory 
vationof thei:treligion; and that.it would proposed Constitution, therefore, cleafly.appears to is silently influencing the world. Every 

. me, sir; to be in favo~ of'its adoption. 
admit deists, atheists, etc., into the general goverm11ent o11· earth feels its effects; and 
Government; and, people ·being apt .to "Colonel Jon:es (of· Bristol) thought as a result all religions -are tolerated more 
imitate the examples of the court;·the&e: · thatJh:e rl.l.le:rs O"I;tght.to belie.ye in !Jod or or Jess by nearly every government on the 
principles would .be disseminated, . and,', of · Christ, and. that however, a. test. may be ;face of the e.!l.rth. 'l;hese liberal principles 
'course, a corruption of. morals ensue. prostituted in England, yet he. thought if are the outgrowth of the doctrines taught 
Gentlemen on the other side applauded the our public men were to be of those who by Christ and put into our national politi
liberality of the clause, and represented had a good standing in the church, it cal system by the joint efforts of liberal 
in striking colors, the impropriety, and would be happy for the United States, and Christian ministers and philosophical 
almost im,piety, of the requisition of a test, that a person could not be· a good man statesmen, and the good done to religion 
as practiced in Great Britain, and else- without being a good Christian. · and humanity will be an everlasting man
where. "Colonel Jones said that one of his prin- ument to those noble men whose !:lfforts 

"In this conversation, the following is cipal objections was the omission of a re- were not put forth in vain. 
the substance of the observations of the-,- ligious test. 

REv. MR. SHUTE: Mr. President, to object to the REV. MR. PAYSON: Mr. President, after what has 
latter pa,rl of the paragraph under consideration, been observed relating· to a religious test, by gentle
which excludes a religious test, is, I am sensible, men of acknowledged abilities, I did not,expect that 
very popular; for the most of men, somehow, are it would again be mentioned as an objection to the 
rigidly tenacious of their own sentiments in religian proposed Constitution that such a test was not re
and disposed to impose them upon others as the quired as a qualification for office. Such" were the 
standard of. truth. If, .in my sentiments u,pon the abilities and integrity of the gentlemen who con
point in "view, I should differ from some in this structed the Constitution, as riot to admit of the 
honorable Convention, I only wish from them the presumption that they would have betrayed so 
exercise of that candor, with which true religion is much vanity as to erect bulwarks and barriers to 
adapted to inspire the honest apd well-disposed the throne of God. Relying on the candor of this 
mind. Convention, I shall take the liberty to express my 

To establish a religious test as .a qualification for sentiments on the nature of a religious test, and 
offices in the proposed Federal Constitution:, it shall· endeavor to dq it in such propositions as· will 
appears to me, sir, would be attended with injurious meet the approbation of every mind. 
consequences to some individuals, and· with ·no ad- · The great object of religion being God supreme, 
vantage to the whole. ·. By the injurious conse- and the seat of religion in man being the heart or . 
quences to individuals, I mean that some who, in conscience, i. e., the reason God haa given us, em
every other respect,. are qualified to fill some im _ ployed on our moral actions, in their most important 
portant post in Government, will be excluded by consequences, as related to t];le tl'ibunal of God:; 
their not being able to stand the religious test, which hence, I infer that. God alone is God Qf the con-
I take to be a privation of part of their civil rights. science, and, consequently, attempts to erect human . 

Nor· is there to me any conceivable advantage, sir, tribunals for the consciences of men are impious 
that would result to the whole from such a test. encroachments upon the prerogatives of God. Upon 
Unprincipled and dishonest men will not hesitate to these principles, had there been a religious test as a 
subscribe to anything that may open the· way for qualification for otfice, it would, b;r n,Ly . opinion, 
their advancement, and put them into a situation have been a great blemish upon the instl\lment. *' 
the better to execute their base and iniquitous de- Rev. Dr. Backus, the New England his• 
signs. Honest men alone, therefore, however well torian, also d,elivered the following in the 

;~~1!!~r t~o:~:/~: ~:~!!~e~00~1~~e :::!~~e:f ~::; same Convention, on Monday, -February 
abilities. 4 :-

In this great and extensive empire, there is, and 
will ·be, a great variety of sentiments in religion 
among its inhabitants. Upon the plan of a religious 
test, the question, I think, must be, Who shall be 
excluded from national trusts? Whatever answer 
bigotry may suggest, the dictates of cand~r and 
equity, I conceive, will be, None. 

Far from limiting my charity and confidence to 
inen Qf my own denomination in religion, I suppose, 
and I 'believe; sit, that there are worthy characters 
among . men of every denomination-among the 
Quakers, the Baptists, the Church of England, the ., 
Papists, and even among those who have no other 
guide ·m the way to virtue and Heaven than the 
dictates of natural religion. 

I must therefore think, sir, that the proposed plan 
of Government, in this particular, is wisely consti
tuted; that, as all have equal claim to the blessings 
of the· Government under which they live, and 
which they support, so none should· be excluded 
from. them for being of any particular denomination 
in religion. Th<:l presumption is, that the eyes of 

REV. MR. BACKUS: Mr. President, I have said 
very little ·to this honorable Convention; but ·I now 
beg leave to offer a few thoughts upon. some points 
in the Constitution proposed to us, and:I shall begin 
with the exclusion of any religious 'test. Many 
appear to be much concerned about it; but" nothing 
is more evident, both in reason and the -Holy Script· 
ures, than that religion is ever a matter.· between 
God and individuals;. and, therefore, .no man or 
men can impose. any religious test .without invadin.g 
the essential prerogatives of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ministers first assumed this power under the Chris
tian ·name; and then Constantine approved of the 
practice, when he adopted the profession .0f Chris
tianity as an engine of State pc;>licy. And let the 
history of all nations be searched from that day to 
this, and it will appear that the imposing of re
ligious teets has b:een.the greatest engine of tyranny 
in the wor.ld: · And 1: rejoice to ·see so many gentle
men who are now giving in their rights of conscience 

· • Elliot's" Debates on the Federal Constitution," ii, 117-120. 

Seeking Improvements. 

THE Christian Advocate has the follow
ing excellent note, upon Christianity and 
those who im,agine that it is their mission 
to improve upon it:-

Certain. modern thinkers are diligently applying 
their minds, to the task of improving Christianity. 
They consider it a development. .According to their 
theory, Paul was far in advance of Isa~ith, but far 
behind the religious teachers of this age. They be
Iieve that every thinker adds some new ideas and 
elements. to the accumulating truth. And now 
they have set themselves to find some crudity of 
Christian doctrine which they may cut off, and 
some new phase of Christian thought never pub
lished before. Instead of searching for the truth in 
Christianity, they are searching for it in their own 
brain and proposing to add to the Christian syetem 
something new. Some things cannot be improved 
by any manipulation or thinking of ours. They 
are the same yesterday, to-day, and forever; The 
atmosphere can'not be improved. The glory of sun
light cannot be hicreased. It is ours to let it into 
our .dwellings and use it. The light that shines 
from the gosp~l can never be made fuller and 
brighter and cl~arer than it is now. 

It gives a light to every age; 
It gives, but borrows none • . 

The people thus described by the Advo-
cate must be pretty closely related to the 
National Reformers, who propose, not in
deed to improve upon originaJ ·Christian
ity, but to improve upon the Saviour's 
method of evangelization. Christ com
missioned his people to preach the gospel in 
all nations, and assured them that by that 
means a; people should be gathered out 
and s.aved; but the National Reformers 
regarding that meilhod as too slow for this 
age of railroa.ds and telegraph, propose to 
con'V'ert whole States and nations by legis~ 
lative enactment and constitutional amend
ments, and thus not gather out a few 
comparatively .who shall be 'saved, but 
entire peoples. Surely they are controlled 
by, the same master-mind that inspires 

. • Elliot's "Debates on the Federal Constitution," ii, 148, 149. 



THE AMERICAN SENri'INEL. 347 

the efforts. of the reformers who want "to 
add to· the Christian system something 
new." 

Wbat ·1~ Rightful Authority? 

TH:m Truth Seeker quotes us as follows: 
"lloth Christ and the apostles taught sub
:mission to rightful authority;" and then 
triumpha;ntly asks, " Is not a State Legis
latur~ . rightful authority?" It also in
qui,reswhy.we do not "submit to theSun
day laws of the various States instead of 
r~sorting to the. courts to oppose them." 
. , We scarcely think that tlw Truth Seeker 

f.if'l~ cangid in asking these questions. It 
ce,rtainiy ;;knows that we . did not use the 
te:t'i!D, " aU;thority " in the sense of "a body 

• e~~cisil!1g power or command,". but in the 
sense of .''power" itself .. (See Webster's 
fit4t and seco:nd.definition of "authority.") 

J;n o:p.e :sense a properly constituted leg
:i;sl;t~ive ~ody is a "right~ul authority," 
but it. does :aot ·follow that all its acts are 
~~~essar,il~ a legitimate exercise of author
ity, Leg~slatures not infrequently violate 
th.e ... Co:tJ.s.titution under which they are 
s:qRposed .~to ,act; and whe~1 they do, it is 
tht~ right of any citizen to appeal to the 
C()'U'rts fo~ that protection which the Con
stitp.tion ,guarantees him. This is just 
what the; friends of THE ~MERICAN SEN
TIN;lllL do ·in the matter of Sunday .laws. 
They oppose, not rightful authority, but 
a most unwarranted usurpatio:t;J. by the 
State of power that belongs alone to God. 
They "rep.der to Cresar the things that are 
c.lil=l~ar's, and to God the things that ar.e 
God's," and r.efust;l to obey the State only 
when, like the magistrates referred to in 
Acts4:5-19, it commands that which in-

. V'dlves 'the violation of the law of God. 
'We. utterly repudiate the pagan theory 
to which the Truth Seeker seems to be 
wedded, na,mely, that the State is supreme 
in all things. ' . . 

The editor of the Truth Seeker does not .·. ··:· , .. I. " ' . '•.. .·, . . 

like to,have us array Thomas Paine,.the 
g,Iteat infidel, against him, neverthel~SS Wc;J 
will venture to remind Mm that infidels . 
wl)b practice. what they, .p~each, who are 
willingto.gra1lt to other~ the same liberty 
to obey God that they cla.im not to obey 
hi:m, adm~t the very prinCiple for which 
we 90ntend, namely, that no humanpower 
has, any 'right whatever to come between 
the.· individual soul and his God. On this 
ppi:Q.t Pai~e, says:-

There is a., ,single idea, which, if it strikes rightly 
UPQ.ll the inill,d, eith!'lrin a legal Q.f.areligious sense, 
Wiil prevent any man or any body of men, or any gov
ernment, from goin:g wrong on the sub'ject of relig
ion; which is, thad)efore any human institutions of . 

· governmel).t were known in the w:6rld, there existed, 
if l may itO e!l'press ~t, a comp,act betw\Oien God an,d 
man, from . the beginning of tilll,e; and. tllat . as the. 
relation and condition which mlj.n in his individual 
p~i<s~n stands in toward hiS }'Iaker · caru;t6t be . 
charlged, by any human 'laws 'or humllin •authority. 
that religious devotion, which is a parl·(i)f ·this com
pact, cannot sQ much .as pe made a su'Qject of 
huinan J.a,w~. 

Does the Truth Seeker admit this prin- • 

ciple ? If not, it stands on substantially 
the same ground with the National Re
formers, and the only question between 
them is as to the truth or falsity of the Chris-

. tian religion. If conscience is not a realm 
that human government has no right 
to invade, then the majority may properly 
dictate to the minority in matters of re
ligion as it does in matters of finance. 
But conscience is such a domain, and 
every individual has a perfect right as far 
as human authority is conc~rned to choose 
that religion. which suits him best. 

C. P. B. 

"The Sunday-Sabbath and the World's 
Fair. 

"THE Sunday-Sabbath and the World's 
Fair," was the subject of a sermon 
preached by Rev. Mr. Utter-one of the 
most popular Chicago preachers-Sunday 
evening, October 19. 

Mr. Utter begun his sermon by read
ing an extract from a former sermon, 
preached ·last March, immediately after 
the decision was reached in Congress 
locating the World's Fair in that city. 
This extract was read both to show his 
present position upon the subject of open
ing the Fa:ir on Sunday, and that he had 
been first, at least among the ministers, 
in Chicago, to advocate this. 

During the discourse, he also took occa
sion to say that he believed he stood 
almost, if not quite, alone among the 
clergy in the advocacy of Sunday opening, 
even now. The scheme of having relig
ious services in a great temple on the Fair 
grounds for the accomodation of those 
who might like to attend, which has 'been 
rece:tJ.tly proposed by Prof. Swing and 
others, was also set forth at length in this 
sermon of the second of March. 

But let the extract speak for itself:-
I would have the exhibition open on Sunday, if 

not all day, at least in the afternoon. And on this 
day it should . be .free, or the price of admission 
should be exceedingly low at least to all people 
with children, and certainly to all people who 
cot~ld show that they had worked the six preceding 
days. I think this might be arranged in some such 
way as this, have all employers of labor furnished 
with tickets to give freely to their employes. 

And I think it would be a great and good thing 
to have a sort of object lesson in religion con
tinually before these viSitors to the Fair, and for 
that I hope we might arrange for a continuous 
series of religious .services in a great temple built 
for the purpose on the gro;mnds, the services to 
begin at about one o'clock on the Sunday, and con
tinue, it might be a service every hour, until nine 
o'clock in the evening. 

There should be a committee consisting of repre
sentative men from each country in the world, 
which might be called. the Central Committee on 
Religious Services, whose duty it should be to aJ"
range that representative men from all countries, 
men speaking all languages, should preach to 
whomsoever would he:J.r them on the exhibition 
grounds. It might be found practicable to have 
several haJ¥1 or chapels, and to have five or six of 
these·, services. going on each hour from one to nine 
as I ·have said, in as many different languages. 

And for myself, I would be glad to ·have every 
doctrine under heaven, the doctrine of every sect of 
religion I mean, preached here by the ablest repre-

sentatives. To be sure some of the great religions 
do not do much at preaching, theirs would be the 
loss, and perhaps ours the gain. The Brahmins do 
not preach much, nor do the followers of Confucius, 
but I have an idea that the Buddhists could furnish 
some good preachers, and the Parsees would send 
us some men who would preach well, I am sure. 
Mr. Mazoomdar should come to represent the 
Bmhmin-Somaj of India, and the Mohammedans 
should send somebody to represent thein, and so we 
could have every Sunday afternoon and evening 
well occupied by able men who should speak to us, 
in many languages, the thoughts of the Old World 
and the New on the greatest themes that have ever 
occupied human thought. 

If this· programme is too broad to be successfully 
carried out, if we are so sm·e that we aJ"e right that 
we must have only representatives of the Christian 
religion; if we are so sure that we have the truth 
that we are unwilling to hear what others think is 
true, why then I shall be sorry, but even if the 
programme must be narrowed, still let it be carried 
out in a measure. Let us have the Roman Catholic, 
the Episcopalian, and so on through all the sects of 
the Christian· Church, and let each have his ap
pointed time of service; and conduct the service in 
his own way, and preach and give reasons for the 
faith that is in him. 

No danger that the exhibits of the arts and in
dustries and products of men would take the people 
away from these religious services on the Exposition 
grounds. There is no subject lies so near to the 
hearts of men as this of religion, none which, when 
presented ably and eloquently, can so move the 
souls of men towards high resolve and stimulate 
high attainment, so command attention for the 
time and intention and work in the future, as the 
preaching of religion. And so I say, whatever else 

· the exhibition is, becomes or does, let it be open on 
Sunday free, and let provision be made for what 
might be called an international exhibition of relig
ious speech, a declaration of religious faith and 
hope and teaching of all the world. 

This scheme seems to me a practical one, and I 
believe in my heart and soul that it is good. And 
if you, my friends, think so, then let us say it and 
work for it and accomplish it, and then we shall 
see, perhaps, more fully than we do now, that from 
a religious standpoint the International Ex]i!osition 
of Chicago is a great and worthy subject of con
templation by thoughtful and earnest men every
where. 

Mr. Utter then continued without notes, 
in substance, as follows:-

'' In that sermon I also urged that all 
saloons in the city should be closed on 
Sunday at least, if not during the entire 
period of the . Exposition, and that no 
liquors or strong drink of any kind should 
be sold at any time on the exhibition 
grounds. 

"My reasons for believing, when I 
preached the former sermon, that it would 
be good policy to have the Exposition open 
on Sunday still seem to me as forcible as 
ever. It is, if not the only day, yet the best 
day for the working people to attend the 
Fair. There are thousands of people in this 
city who work so continuously, to whom 
holidays come so seldom, that they really 
have no other time in which they could 
aff<1rd to visit the Fair. For they would 1 

on any other day have to lose the salary 
for that day, as well as pay the price of 
admission. 

'' But it is not my intention to repeat 
the arguments, as all arguments, pro and 
con, have been so well stated in the public 
press. I allude to them now to say that 



348 I THE AMERICAN SENTINEL .. 

they are all founded upon what we believe 
to be gOOd policy simply. 

''But I freely grant that nothing. should 
be done because in. some aspects it might 

. seem to be good policy, if it was really 
wrong. There are those who think it 
wouldbe wrongto open the Fair on Sun
day, because they s::~,y there is a divine 
command forbidding anything or every
thing on Sunday, except rest and worship. 
I do not think there is any such command. 
Minister though I am, and interested as I 
am in having Sunday in general spent as 
we people in Chicago spend it, using it for 
a day of worship, a day of rest. and of 
intellectual culture and recreation, yet I 
cal).not see that there would be anything 
wrong in opening the Fair on Sunday, for 
purposes of rest and recreation to those 
who would find both in attending the 
Fair. 

'' But nothing really wrong should ever 
be done because it might be thought to be 
good policy. If it is wrong to ·do any 
manner of work on Sunday, then let us 
do no manner of work. Let us agitate 
the matter until all shops are closed. Let 
us .no longer use the steam-cars or the 
street-cars,. nor read Sunday papers, nor 
even Monday papers, since they involve 
work on Sunday. Let us be consistent 
about it if it is wrong to do any work on. 
Sunday. 

"But is it wrong ? And if so, why? 
To. answer these questions, or. to show 
why it has been thought contrary to the 
divine will to use Sunday for any purpose 
except for worship and for rest, involves· 
a great deal of history, the discussion of a 
long and somewhat complicated question. 
I will not go into the matter very deeply, 
and there is no need that I should, as you 
have all doubtless been over it again and 
again. I will only ' stir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance.' 

"The origin of the Sunday Sabbath 
begins with the origin of the Sabbath of 
the Jews, and that is connected with the 
origin· of the week, and that goes back 
beyond all-human history. 

*•' * * * ·* * 
·''Recurring to the matter of the Sab

bath and Sunday, I need not pause to ex
plain the way in which the Jews kept 
their Sabbath day, but will only say that 
their day. was the seventh of the w~ek, 
Saturday. But as we are not Jews but 
Christians, the question for us is, first, 
how did Christ regard the Sabbath? He 
seems to have 'been quite liberal in his 
views of the day and its uses. Nearly 
every difficulty , or dispute that he had 
with the Jews of his time, as recorded by 
the evangelists, began in or involve<f ac
cusations made against him . as a violator 
of the Sabbath. To be. sure they were 
very particular, extreme, even to the point 
of foolishness; in their require],lients ·. in 
regard to the day. But Jesus annunciated 
the principle, that the 'Sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the Sabbath. 

He said also · that it . should be lawful 
always to do good on the Sabbath day.,. 

"What did Jesus say in regard to Sun-' 
day? Nothing whatever so far ·as we 
know. What is taught in the New Testa
ment in regard to the change, abrogating 
the old Sabbath and transferring the sa
credness of one seventh of· the time from 
Saturday to Sunday? Not a word, not a 
syllable in the New Testament. 

* * * * ·* * 
"Where tpen is there any divine au

thority for making Sutiday a holy day? 
The Catholic Church can consistently 
show some a'\].thority, but not such as will 
satisfy Protestants. They can show =thut 
the 'mother church' has, during all of its 
history kept Sunday as a sort of Sabbath, 
kept it holy in the way in which. they 
keep it to-day. That the 'mother.-churoh' 
tradition is authority, the churcl;l. is an· 
infallible authority, her word is :final. 
But the Catholic way of keepi]}g Sunday; 
is not strict enough for Protestants, and 
neither is the Catholic authority sufficient. 
Protestants believe in the religion of the 
Bible, and in that book is not one word to 
show the sacredness of Sunday. 

''The early Christians were undoubtedly, 
the majority of them, keepers of tlt.e sev
enth day durin-g the first,· and .at least .a 
part of the second century. As the new 
religion progressed westward, and was 
embraced by people not of Jewish birth, 
the Sabbath of the Jews was Jess and less 
regarded. And as the Church spread 
lilore and more. widely into, different coun
tries several days were kept sacred; Fri
day was perhaps the most popular day of 
all as a day of fasting, prayer, and wor
ship, then Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, 
was also kept as a day of rest and worship. 
Sunday was the feast celebrating Christ's 
resurrection. Tuesday was also kept .as a 
holy day in some places. 

" Uniformity in regard to the day to be 
kept holy by 'Christians was secured, as 
every one knows, under the edict of Con- . 
stantine. His word was that upon the 
'venerable day .of the Sun' all courts· of 
justice, all workshops, and people of vil
lages should be at rest. He made·'an ex
ception in regard to agricultural laborers, 
saying that sometimes it was necessary 
that their work should be done. But even 
under Constantine . the Sunday. did not 
become a Sabbath in the sense in which 
it was made a Sabbath in ~ew England 
by our ancestors. Therf:.l, · for tha first 
time in the world, or there at least more 
completely than e;ver before, except· per
haps in some few places in old· England, 
Sunday was made after the exact pattern of 
the Jewish Sabbath. No manner of work to 
be done. therein, no recreation,- shnply rest 
and worship .. were allowable ... This our 
forefathers did ·because of ·their" literal 
manner of interpreting- th~ Bible. They 
felt obliged t,o,take.it all .as. one 'Qook and 
make it all consistent one. parLwith an. 
other. A.n.cl>so they:must,obey.the deoa.-

logue of Moses, and yet they could not 
adopt the Jewish. seventh-day Sabbath. 
So they made the Sunday Sabbath, al
though neither they nor anybody else was 
ever able, consistently or clearly, to show 
when or why or where the sacredness was 
transferred from one day to the·other. 

"This glance at the history of the case 
will suffice to indicate my reason for say
ing that there is no divine command pro
hibiting the use of the first day of the 
week in any human and entirely rational 
way. I believe, as I have said, very earn
estly and sincerely, in using the day for 
religious purposes, ·for intellectual pur
poses, in using it as a day for social and 
literary culture and improvement, a day 
for writing letters, for seeing one's friends, 
for walking or riding, or finding healthful 
and quiet recreation and rest in whatever 
way is b~st for body and mind. 

c ' ' And I deem it not inconsistent with 
this that we • should open the great Fair, 
police it properly, have it all orderly and 
safe, and allow people to visit it on the 
Sunday. And I believe that the more we 
come to see that this day is sacred simply 
because ofthe goof!. human uses we make 
of it, the more clearly we see that it is 
sacred to hum:an use as well as to divine 
service, the more cheerfully and the inore 
truly holy we will ' keep it. The truest 
service of God is very often, if not always, 
that which is most ·helPful. to man. So 
should it be with our keeping the Sunday. 
And 'it ·will' help rather than hinder this 
ration's,! use of Sunday to understand that 
we keep it as we do rather for our own 
good than for the sake of pleasing God." 

Mr. Edmunds's National University Bill. 

IF the plan which Senator Edmunds pro
poses seems weak, the weakness must not 
be laid upon him. It is innate and essential 
in the scheme itself. The government of 
the university is t.o be vested in a Board 
of Regents consisting of the President, the 
Chief Justice,'' the Cabinet ex-officio, and 
twelve membersappointed by a concurrent 
resolution· of . Congress. Of course, the 
ex-officio members would have little or 
no time to take part in the government of 
the university. Their dutie$ to the Gov
ernment of the United States would be 
enough to occupy their time. Tbe other 
members would, probably, be appohlted 
with regard to their politics rather than 
their attainments. The patronage of an 
institution. with an endowment of $5,000, 
000 would be a plum not to be despised. 
Politics is an excellent thing, but in lit
erature, in science, in art, in learned re
search, and investigation there is no place 
for politics. What a queer set of pro
fessorfi and fellows, a national university, 
the creature of Congress, would be likely 
to turn out! 

A whimsical part·of Mr. Edmunds's bill 
is the provision ·that no sectarian doctrine 
or belief shall be taught or promoted in the 
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university, but this prohibition shall not 
exclude the study of Christian theol
og~~ Hebrews, no~ to speak of agnostics, 
and, atheists, would be justified in object
ing to the teaching of Chri~tian .theology 
in a nation:al university. Andwhere does 
Mr. ,Edmund~:~. expect to find. a theological 
fac;u~ty that. can: teaph Christian . theology 
witliout ui.aintaining doctrines.and beliefs 
that wiH be regarde~ a~:~ sectaria,n by 
~qm~ .1?9~Y· or qthe~ of Ch:riS.Vian belieyers ? 
Hie only refuge must be ~:p. some vague 
ph,.r~se ab~ut "~he funda:q;teiJ.tals of the 
Christiati i'eligiq}f,, .but wh,at se~fll1S vital 
a;nd~urt{l~lftenpaHo ,one reli~i?us commun
iort 'may s~eni accidental· a::p.d· ~nessential 
to. another: Not even a;. thedlogical fac
ufb'~/co~p6sed of scholarly and indifferent 
11gn~stics' a'Ould avoid the 'teaching of some 
sp~~ial do~t:rin:es.--"The Bun. · 

A ·Aef)ubllc Indeed 1 

, il~nn f~-~w;i~g is frm~ , ;an . art.icle by 
. Re?V;'; R. Q.::·Wylie, in the :Oh!tistian States~ 

mllll'b. . It ;wi,'!Js, so far. as we .are able to 
judge, written in all seriousne~s, and evi..-
9:ent1y with the e;x:p,ecta'ijon, that some, at 
lei:I!St;. would :veceiw it l;lJs. tr;ue. Mr. Wy• 

· lie1says,:----
, The ~HebreJWs ·.had neither r,ule,rs nor law.s :until 
th~y' ~hetP~~~es , !'llected the :B,rst, .IW<l enacted the 
seco~d. The people. by a popular vote ratified the 
Constitution' and laws' given ·to: Moses at ·Sinai 
The people also :elected their rulers,· and these too 

, by· di,vine c0m:in.and. ·It is somewhat amusing to 
findacer~itl plass of people in,mpdern times deny
ing that. Israel ~as at first a repul;llic. · 'fhe:only ra
tiorlalniethod of !t<JCOunting for this denial is on the 

. stlpp6sitiorl that the peopie are· the iipecial agents of 
the• prince ofithe'powe'r of the air to aritagorlize.the 
National Reform movement, and ao zealous are they 
in thk. service of their Satanic master that they do 
not hesitate, to deny anything that we may assert. 
No:s~holar, .ttnd iri fact no pereon who has read 
twerlty chap~e~;s of the book of Exodus, would ever 
think of den\Ying that Israel was :a republic, if he 
had, aiJ,y.reg~rd for the truth. 
· Bow. to fitly characterize such state
ments we 1 know not. Nothing but the 
bli:n:d,:ness " of bigotry and superstition 
could ever cause. any sane man . to write 

· such stuff; with the expeotation that it 
wo'!lld :meet with any credence whatever. 
The theory that Israel was ever a republic, 
or anything akin to a republic, "is a new 
the~ry 1coiued and given::to the world 
solely for the purpbse ot concealing the 
nat~Yt:l i:uiquity of the so~called National 
R~fQ.rm. move:q~.ent. '~No scholar, and in 
fact no person who has :r.ead.twenty chap
teJ;S of the book of Exodus,?' would ever 
thh1k of ~tsserting that Israel-was a repub
lic, ·''if he had any regar,d for the truth.'' 
It iii! not the commonly ayC('!P~I'ld .view, nor 
is it thev~ew .held by anybody except Na
tional Reformers who are. driven to take 
that positi~n by the .necessities of the ease. 
Several papers, whose editors have shown 
moi~ zeal thl1n discretion or knowle~ge of . 
the .Scriptrtres, have been ;attempting to 
strengthen the claims of womeri. to seats 
in,the Methodist· Episco:pal General Con
ference.· by the following arguments a let 
Nairl.onal·Reform :-· 

Miriam was in the . Ge;neral Conference of God's 
church, for it is said: '' ~e led forth the people by 
MOses, Aaron, and Miriam." 

In annihjlating tlJ.l,s .· so~called argument, 
the Ohristjan Auvo6ate, of this city, inci
dentally deals Mr. Wylie's claim a heavy 
blow, as follows:-

There is no such passage of Scripture. If there 
were it would mean nothing, for in Miriam's, time 
there was no representation, no law-making by 
human beings, but laws came direct from· God. 
Miriam had great ability, and was a stronger char· 
acter than Aaron,. but her last pu_blic appearance 
was in the capacity of claiming more authority than 
God ga~e her; for that she was made leprous. 

We have italicized. the sentence bearing 
directly upon this question. The Advo
cate has stated the truth; in the time of 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, there was no 
representation, no laiw-making by human 
beings. The Hebrews neitherelected their 
own).·ulers, nor ena,(}ted their own laws. 
Even Moses, so often called, "the law· 
gi:v.er of Israel,"· was not such .in fact, for 
he never .made a single law; . but only en
forced those that· he ;received directly from 
God. 'fhe seventy elders of Israel were 
not elected. They represented Israel only 
because they were heads of families. As one 
writer on this subject remarks: "The pa
tria;rchfl.l system exi~t.ed to the time of the 
exodus. . 'Elders' were aged men, heads 
of families or . tribes. The father of the 
family was priest a,nd ruler, no matter how 
old his sons might be, nor how numerous 
their families. And his prerogative de

. scended to the first-born. Th~s order con
tinued until the' J;.ord chose one family to 
serve as priests for the nation. At first, 
elders were such in this sense only. " 

These,. and similar facts are known to 
everybody except National Reformers, 
and they too might know them if they 
would only study the Scriptures instead of 
the perversions of Scripture which drizzle 
from the pens of their ,District Secretaries, 
and acquirt:~ some Claim to conSideration 
by reason of being printed in a paper bear-
ing thename "Ohristiap.." c. P. B. 

Oppdsed to the Bible in the Schools. 

THERE is being put forth in Chicago ,a, 

strong .effort to raise again the question of 
the Bible in the public schools. But all 
signs point to a definite refusal of the 
Protestants to enter upon the discussion. 
Minister after minister has refused to 
have anything to do with the movement. 
It is felt very geMrally that the super
iicial reading of a chapter by a teacher, 
who is often· not in sympathy with the 
Book,,would avail nothing, and that the 
complaints of the Roman Catholic parents 
would be justified, if the King James 
version were used. And any such move- . 
ment would only serve to strengthen the ' 
hands of those who constantly point to 
the public school l1S an' enemy to their 
faith. Indeed, it has at best the decided 
disadvantage of relieving, in appearance, 
the parents of responsibility in the matter 

of the religious· training of their children. 
-Rev. T. 0. Hall, in New York Observer, 
Oct. 23. 

Are Sacred Books Unsectarian?. 

WHILE there remains a sect on the 
face of the earth that claims to follow the 
teachings of an inspired book different 
from the Scriptures, or while there re
mains a people who deny its inspiration, 
the Word of God must be sectarian. 

If the Christian Bible is not sectarian, 
the Koran is not, nor any of the books re
garded sacred and peculiar to other sects 
than that of Christianity. 

It is a fact that worldly opinion holds 
the reins of government on this earth; 
and that, as the Scripture teaches, we are 
in the land of the enemy. It is not be
cause worldly opin:ion says so that makes 
the Testament sectarian; but the ·fact 
of existent conflicting beliefs is what 
makes the guide book of any one of these 
sectarian. 

Therefore to try to force the Bible as 
non-sectarian in the public schools sup
ported by atheists, infidels, Jews, and 
Christians alike, is contrary to civil law; 
and a reflection ·on those who should above 
all others be familiar with the · Golden 
Rule. 

If the Christians can place the book of 
their exclusive belief within a public in
stitution, then by the same logic the dis
believer has the right to be heard in his 
defense, and the Mormon also, and the 
Jew, and the Buddhist, ·and every other 
religion that contributes to the school, has 
the right of representation. They are all 
good citizens, and no one religion has any 
right above another in our land of free
dom. 

It was because one religion was favored 
above all others by legislation, that nearly 
two thousand years ago the civil. law con
demned Christ; since which time king
doms and nations have crumbled and dis· 
appeared, while· the Christian · religion 
has for the :first time, because our Nation 
looks on all alike, found here full free
dom for its immeasurable works of good. 
Let not our N a,tion be the first to invade 
these rights of equality. 

"The Biblt:~," a contemporary truly 
says, 01 has outlived and triumphed over 
all other book:s, and is to-day gradually 
ascending as never before, taking on itself 
'new tongues' and spreading open its 
pages to every land, and islands of the sea." 
As a book for th~ church, the home circle, 
and the individual, it has blessed and been 
blessed, marvelotlsly. But why not let it 
contin'Q.e . these glorious achievements ? 
Why leave its sacred realm, to invade the 
property belonging to all creeds alike;, to 
violate. the grandest system of religious 
equality that ever existed ? 

The Bible is in its proper sphere. Let 
it remain where it stands, and db not make 
it a public-school text book,_..:Moral and 
Scient,ijic Oompanion. 
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Sunday Legislation in Canada. 

THE· following extract · 'taken from a 
letter published in the Review and Her
ald, .and writte-n by R. s: Owen, of Dan
ada, s)lowl;l in a very clear li&"ht the 
attitude of the r.ank and file of the Cath
olic priesthood toward Sunday: legislation 
arid religious laws:-

,i We c~;~.lled on several priests to inter
view them in regard to their attitude 
toward Sunday legislation in the Dominion 
:Parli!tinent. There seems to be ,a general 
feeling ~f hostility among them toward the 
Sunday bill introduced in the last session 
of Parliament. They are not opposed be
cause of love for religious liberty, but 
because it is too strict, and would prohibit 
games an:d amusements, as well as work, 
on Sunday. 'A little hunting, a little 
:fishing, and playing cards, is not wrong,' 
say they, ' after the devotional ex~rcises 
olth:e Sunday are over.' But the ordinary 
work, the 'grand hunting and grand fish
ing,' they would have :prohibited. We 
inquired: 'Do you regard Sunday as 
standing on the same basis as the other 
holy days 6f the church ? ' 'Yes,' was 
the reply, ' they are all alike.' ' Then 
would you have the 0 bservance of all 
those days enforced by law?' 'Yes,' said 
one priest, 'that is just what we want.' 

"They want the Government to interfere 
with religious matters, only when requeRted 
to do so by the Catholic Church. 'When 
the church requests the aid of the Govern
ment, then it should stand ready to come 
to its assistance.' It is evident that when 
Rome gets the Civil powers to do her 
bidding, she will not stop with Sunday. 
hws. When Protestants succeed in se
curing religious legislation, they will have 
opened a door for Catholics to en:ter, 
which, they may find to their sorrow, will 
be hfi~>rd to close again.~· 

Above All Human Law. 

THE religion of 'the· Bible needs n:o 'legal 
erractm:ents iu its support, its charms are 
un:matched, its morals inimitable, and its 
power over those in whose hearts it dwells 
unequaled by anything in this world; and 
those who ask for laws to enforce compli
'an:de .with it give evidence that they are 
devoid· of its principles, and' ·have little 
idea of its practical effects. To ask for 
civif laws to support any :religion is a 
tacit admission of the weakness of . that 
religion. It is saying that the religion is 
no stronger than the laws which support 
it. But the Christian 'religion is high 
above all human law, hence n£leds none in 
its support. · And he who says it does; de
grades Christianity and puts its . Author 
to ''an bpen shame. ";_Southern Sentinel .. 

LE~ religion be taught in t:P.e ,churches 
an,d Sal:> bath schools, and not in the pub
lic schools.-Leadville Argus.. 

NA.':I:'IONA.~ 

RELIGIOUS lfB'ERTY 'ASSOCIATION. 

We believe in. the religion taught by Jesus Christ~. · · 
We believe In .temperance, and regard the. liquor traffic as •a 

curse to society. 
We believe in ·supporting the civil government, and subnlit-

t!ng to its authority. . . . ... . . . .. 
We deny the right of any clvll government to legislate on 

rel!gions questions. · 
We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship accordmg to the dictates of his own con-
science. . . . . 

We also believe !t to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent. religious 'legislation· by the civil 
government; that we and om fellow-citizens may enjoy the in· 
estimable blessln~ts o.f both reli2lous and c~vlllillerty. 

. OFF,iOES, 

48 B<;>ND STREET, NE:w YoRK Ox~.;. 

225 A ST., N. E., W,ASBlNG'fON; 28 CoLLlilGE<PLACE, CHICAGO. 

C. ELDRIDGE, • • • • 

W. H.·McKEE, .)c-t. 

Presitjent. 
Secretary. 

PuRSUANT to the provisions of the'Con
stitution of the National Religious Liberty 
Ass()ciation, the animal meeting . of that 
Association for the election of 'o:fficers, and 
such other business as niay come before 
the Association, is hereby called to meet 
irt the city of Battle Creek, Michigan, on 
Wednesday Dec. 3, 1890, at 4o'clock :r. M. 

Members of the Association ~:re espe
cia:lly requested to be in attendance. at said 
meeting, as, at that time, a change of 
Article 4 of the Constitution, relative to 
officers is contemplated. 

By order 'of the Executive Committee. 
C. ELDRIDGE, President. 

The National Reform Sword. 

THE Washington Star, of October 20, 
contains a "special" from Baltimore, 
dated Sunday the 19th, which says:-

A great crowd of the best Gennan citizens are to
night excited ap.d very inwgn.a~t,over t,htLaqtion of 
the police in stopping the lecture which was to have 
been given at Germ<t-nia Mai:meichor Han; by Arthur , 
Ko.ebner, of New York. Fdr·some'~~asonan'old: 
law was resurrected yesterday, and to· night the au- : 
thorities stated that. no entertainment of any sort 
foio whi(}li an· ·admission was deiliantre&'cdril!l •take 
place in Baltimore on Sunday if any one objected 
thereto. The crowd denounced the decision:a'nd the · 
authorities. . The' statute has .been· praaticall'Y· -dead 
sq long> that e:ven the :Qi11trict Attorney kn.ew •not o,f ' 
its.existence until yesterday. 

. In a late :q.tterauce, Wilbur R Crafts, 
speaking in refere1we to Su11day closing' t>f 
tlie Exposition at Chicago, warned th0se 
who are opp:osililg religious legislation ;not 
to say, .that" ~awis useless bE)causeunused. 
The sword. is .there ready· whenever Chi
cago's citizens reaoh out the hand .to wield 
it." 

Mr. Crafts is right, the sword of relig-
iouslaw1 r~sty,and stained with the blood 

' of over fifty milli.ons of Christian .mar.tyrs, . 
. is lying sheathed in . the statutory cry.pts 
of almost every code of laws in the United 
States. The:· s:wmd awa~ts., " .. the: hand to 
wield it." What can be mor:e evident than 
the purpose.olthe National R~formparty, 

and th~ American Sabbath Union, to find 
hands willing. to wield this unused sword. 

In the same connection it is also said 
that to open the coming Exposition on 
Sunday •would be to break '' the common 
law of the whole country." This is an echo 
of the· utterance of the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, that, as Black
stone declares "Christianity to be part of the 
laws of England," therefore, it is a part of 
the laws of the United States, and to be 
enforced as such. 

If we are to accept this as a truth, wo 
must de:6.ne the scope of the common law 
on. this subject by Blackstone's words, 
'' Such . crimes and misdemeanors· as more 
immediately offend Almighty God, by 
openly transgressing · the precepts of re
ligion either natural or revealed." Under 
this, apostasy, renunciation of Christian
ity, or perversion to Judaism, paganism, 
or other false religion, is punishable with 
three year?s imprisonment, and deprivation 
of· the right to bring any action as guard
ian, executor, legatee, or purchaser of 
lands. 

The offense of heresy at common law 
consists of -a public denial of some of the 
essential doctrines of Christianity, and 
although just what heresy definitely is 
seem$ always to have been more or less 
uncertain, nevertheless we have by the 
statutes ~ and 10, Wm. II. c. 32., the 
same penalty· as for apostasy pronounced. 
upon those who, educated in or professing 
the Christian religion, shall " deny any 
one of the persons in the Holy Trinity to . 
be. God or. maintain that there are more 
gods than one., 

Blasphemy or profanity, ''denying the 
existence of God or scoffing at the Script
ures . are offenses punishable at 
common law by fine and imprisonment or 
other infamous corporal punishment." 

Witchcraft, and the telling of fortunes, 
" is still deservedly punished with a year's 
imprisonment and standing four times in 
the pilloryJ'' 

"·Profanation, of the L0rd's day, vul
garly (but improperly), called Sabbath 
brea,king,'' is' a finable offense by the stat
utes 27 B:en; VI. c. 5., and 29 Car. II. c. 7. 

All religiC:>usimpostors, also, who claim 
a'" commissio;n from heaven or terrify and 
abuse •the people with false denunciations 
of jl!ldgments,'' m~y be subjected in the 
civil courtwto fine and imprisonment. 

'l'he authority of these ancient English 
laws w31sinvoked to stop a Sunday game 
of •baseball in the District of Columbia. 
In Pennsylvania, a ·forgotten statute of 
1794 has been used to close barber shops 
on Sunday, and now in Baltimore, a law 
of. the existence of which even the prose
cuting ;attorney was in ignorance, so an
tiquated was it, has been resurrected to 
prevent ~ Sunday evening lecture. 

It is true; the sword of the Sabbath 
Union is hidden in every pile of law books. 

W.H.M. 
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THE Spokane Falls Review, in speaking 
ofW. F. Crafts and his lecture, says, "The 
best way to answer such sophists is to 
letthem alone. Notoriety is what such men 
court." 

THE Seattle Secularists have sent a re
monstrance to the mayor against a pro
posed ordinance :fining barbers for Sunday 
work. Such a law, they hold, would "rel
egate honest work to the realm of crime." 
And that is just what all Sunday laws do; 
they make to be a crime on one day that 
which is commendable upon all other days. 

WE publish this week the sermon of 
Rev. Mr. Utter, of Chicago, on "The Sun
day-Sabbath and the World's Fair." This 
we do, more to show the division which 
exists among Sunday observers upon this 
question, tltlan because we fully agree with 
the scheme which he proposes. We see· 
no reason why the Fair sho1.:tld be made a 
monster exhibition of the religions of the 
world. Indeed, it is not clear to us that 
Mr. Utter's plan does not embody features 
quite as objectionable as those involved in 
Sunday-closing. 

OF the paternal tendency of the times 
the Colorado Graphic says:-

Now enforce the eight-hour iaw in all industries
for none can be omitted, to reach final results-at 
ten-hour wages; close all places of business at 6 
o'clock P. M., and close gateways, doors, and shut
ters to every business and every amusement and 
recreation on Sunday except walking, or riding 
in' one's private carriage, and you will establish an 
aristocracy with an emphatic stop which would 
startle the most stupid into a realization of the fact 
that the middle of the .street is the best side of the 
highway when fanaticism is abroad. 

And there never was a time in the his
tory of this country 'when fanaticism was 
so general and pronounced as now. 

THE Christian Advocate, of this city, 
objects to political meetings on Sunday. 
It says:-

Political meetings in churches, with bands, stir
ring music and applause '' that makes the old church 
ring," are not good meetings for Sabbaths, no mat
ter what the cause is. The great foes of the Ameri
can Sabbath in settled communities are excursions, 
Sunday newspapers, Sunday camp-meetings with 
open gates, political meetings, comic lootures under·_ 
the guise of sermons, and concerts profanely called 
sacred. 

This in<'Ucates very clearly the drift of 

the Sunday~l.aw movement. Where they 
have no Sunday law: such laws are de
manded; professedly, in order to give the 
workingman a day of rest. Where such 
laws already exist the demand is that· they 
be so amended as to forbid everything on 
Sunday not recognized by the churches as 
religious. 

THE Baptist Ministers' Conference closed 
at Lockport, New York, on the .~~th ult., 
with a direct blow at the effort of certain 
misguided religionists .·_to create a public 
sentiment in favor of introducing religious 
instruction into the public schools of the 
State, by refusing to co-operate in this at
tempt, and holding that it would tend to 
the establishment of schools at State ex
pense, in which would be taught the prin
ciples of many creeds. If the State may 
direct religion in schools, the Conference 
holds, it can in churches. 

MR. CRAFTS says: " In other countries, 
where Church and State are mixed, and 
in our own country in other days, the 
ground of Sunday laws has been not 
always clearly perceived; but in recent 
years legislation on this subject has been 
based, not on God's will, but on the gen
eral welfare." It is true that within the 
·last few years an effort has been made to 
keep in the background the reaL reason 
for demanding Sunday laws, but that the 
effort has not been eminently successful is 
shown by . every discourse which Mr. 
Crafts gives. His declaration, "Take the 
religion out and you take the rest out," 
upsets all his :fine spun theories about the 
civil basis of Sunday legislation. 

AT the Indian Conference at Lake Mo
honk, N. Y., October 10, Dr. James M. 
Ki;ng, of New York, Secretary of the Na-

, tional League for the Protection of Amer
ican Liberties, spoke earnestly against the 
granting of appropriations to religious de
nominations for public educational work .. 
General Armstrong argued that there is 
no better way than to give aid to the con
tract schools. Bishop Whipple said that 
the influence of the contract schools had 
been to uplift the whole character of 
the Government schools. The position of 
Bishop Whipple was sustained by General 
Howard, of Chicago, Rev. Mr. Mitchell, 
of the Presbyterian Board of Missions, 
and others. A speedy separation of Church 
and State in the matter of Indian educa
tion was advocated by Rev. Dr. Foster, of 
Boston, and very strongly by Dr. Lyman 
Abbott. · 

THE ministers of Omaha have declared 
themselvesopposed to funerals on Sunday .. 
Upon this fact the Investigator, Atlantic, 
Iowa, remarks as follows :-
. These ministers doubtless think if a man is so 

heedless as to die upon Friday or Saturday, he must 
wait until Monday for interment "with the benefit 
of clergy." What right has a man to depart this 

life at such time that his burial mtist take place on 
the day of rest ? Why shail he not go on Monday 
or Tuesday, and thus save all danger of offending 
the pulpit by his being entombed on the Sabbath? 
He who would thus break in upon.the rest of the 
preachers and deacons, · deserves not to die at all. 
If he may do this with impunity, this day will soon 
be "seculiuized," and turned into one of wholesale 

· interment. It behooves the friends of the Sabbath 
to rise up as one man in opposition to the reprehen
sible custom among people, of, dying _when they 
are ready. But, seriously, cannot the Omaha gen
tlemen of the cloth find evils more deserving of 
their attention than this' one ? · 

Well, "seriously," it seems not; for 
_the mint, anise and cummin are receiv
ing the lion's share of attention, while 
the weightier matters of the law, judg
ment, mercy, and faith, are neglected. 
And this is true m more places than 
Omaha. • 

A. DECISION has been rendered lately by 
the Supreme Court of the State of Indiana, 
which holds that the carrying of passim
gers to and from a picnic on Sunday is 
unlawful. 

As, by this decision, the highest ju
dicial authority of the State has declared, 
in effect, all labor, other than workf'! of 
necessity and mercy, to be illegal on Sun
day, therefore, according to the National 
Reform doctrine, the Hoosier State has 
become a Christian commonwealth and 
has instituted a loc::tl millennium. The 
eyes of the world will now be turned upon 
this favpred State. Henry George will 
hasten to become a citizen where every 
man will sit under his own vine and :fig 
tree with no tariff bill to molest or make 
him afraid ; and Ed ward Bellamy will 
pack up his fountain pen and case of pen
cils, and immediately betake himself to 
the land where religious nationalism is 
ushering in the age so aptly termed, 
'' Looking Backward." 

'' SIBERIA and the Nihilists," consisting of 
an able lecture by Ron. William Jackson 
Armstrong, late Inspector General of 
United States Consulates, and some ex
ceedingly interesting corre13pondence be
tween Mr. Armstrong and George Kennan, 
is one of the most intensely interesting 
books which has ever found its way to our 
table. Everybody should read this book 
because no one can be intelligent upon the 
subject of which it- treats without a 
familiarity with its contents. Twenty
five cents, Pacific Press, Oakland Cal., 
and 43 Bond St., New York. 
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THERE is nothing which so fully illus-
. trates the foolishness, and injustice of a 
union of Church and State, as this extract 
from a law enacted by the Puritan Parlia
ment of England: " No person shall be 
employed but such as the House shall be 
satisfied of his real godliness." This pre
cluded the employment of any one who 
was not indorsed by the priests of the 
State religion.-Loyal American. 

'l'HE Ironclad Age observes that "Arch
bishop Ryan says he doesn't want any 
more union of Church and State than 
there is," and remarks the fact that "Cathol
icism has got a safe hold upon the public 
treasury and it is content." Sure enough, 
so long as they have the game without 
the name, why should they not be satis
fied? Their property is exempt from 
taxation, the Government supports their 
mission schools among the Indians; and 
in some of the States, notably in this 
State, they have their arm in the public 
treasury up to the elbow, with every pros
pect that they will soon be in all over. 
There is, indeed, little left to be desired. 

OuR liberal exchanges don't seem to like 
our "Lesson from Paine." Freethought 
and the Truth Seeker both protest that 
Paine didn't know what he was talking 
about. The Truth ~eeker says: "Paine 
made his point as a Deist, and made a 
mistake " We are aware that Paine was 
a Deist, and that he made many and 
j'rie"'ous mistakes, but his estimate of the 
benign uatunil of the Christian relig·ion, 
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and of the origin of Church and State was 
not one of them. An important difference 
between Paine and many of his modern 
disciples, is, that, whereas he conceded to 
others the same freedom of opinion that 
he claimed for himself, the average "Free
thinker" of the present day is about as 
intolerant as a Jesuit. 

Religion in the Public Schools. 

" SHALL religion be taught in the public 
schools ? " is a question that is receiving 
more attention, and being more generally 
discussed in this country than is almost 
any other subject. The press, the pulpit, 
and the people generally are more or less 
occupied with this important query; and 
while the general sentiment is clearly 
against what is known as "sectarianism," 
it is urged by many that the State ought 
to give "unsectarian instruction in the 
fundamental truths of Christianity." But 
even if this proposition were granted the 
problem would be very far from a satis
factory solution; these questions would still 
remain as troublers. What is unsectarian 
instr1.1ction ? and what are the funda
mental principles of Christianity? 

It has been urged by some, and the idea 
has been accepted by many with little or 
no thought, that the moral law as con
tained in the ten commandments, and the 
principles of morality as laid down in the 
Sermon on the Mount, embody all· that is 
really essential, and should be taught in 
the public schools. This, we are assured 
by those who advocate it, would be strictly 
unsectarian. But let us see if indeed the 
ten commandments and the Sermon on the 
Mount could be taught without giving 
sectarian instruction. 

To be unsectarian, even in the restricted 
sense of being common to all Christians, 
any portion of the Scriptures would have 
to convey to all claiming to be Christians 
the same meaning, that is, all Christians 
must understand such portions of Scripture 
alike. The question naturally arises, Is 
this true of the ten commandments and the 
Sermon on the Mount ? Take for example 
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the fourth commandment: ''Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy." As be
tween Protestants and Catholics even this 
rendering of this commandment is secta
rian, and the numbering of it is sectarian. 
In the Douay Bible it reads, "Remember 
thou keep holy the Sabbath day;" and in 
Catholic catechisms it is not the fourth 
commandment but the third. 

But that is not the only, nor indeed the 
most serious difficulty. All do not under
stand the fourth commandment alike. 
Some take it just as it reads: "The sev
enth day is the Sabbath; " others that it 
now enjoins the keeping of the first day of 
the week, while others think that it is 
now of no binding force whatever. Now 
suppose that it is read in a school in which 
''non-sectarian religious instruction" is to 
be given. A pupil reads: "Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days 
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: 
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor 
thy cattle, nor·thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them i!l, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
day, and hallowed it." Ex. 20:8-11. He 
then asks: What is the Sabbath day? or, 
What is really required by this command
ment? or, Is this commandment now 
binding upon us just as it was upon those 
to whom it was given at Sinai? Must the 
teacher answer, "I am not permitted to 
tell you?" Well has another remarked, 
" If anything in the world is calculated to 
bring both the teacher and the Bible irtto 
ridicule, we think that such teaching as 
this would surely accomplish that result." 

Turning to the Sermon on the Mount, 
we are confronted by difficulties no less 
serious. Even professed Christians differ 
widely as to whether this sermon is a 
divine or only a human utterance. 'The 
difficulty is thus stated by a Roman Cath
olic writer of some prominence:-

The Unitarians, not believing in the divinity o:( 
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Christ, only iook upon that sermon as. a _lm~an 
production, while other Christian. denomm_atwns 
ac<;ept ·Its every word as the. infallible teaching of 
infinite wisdom; so that the teacher cannot under
take to tell his pupil in, the public school, after 
reading to him that se~mon, whether ~e is to ac- · 
cept it as _the word of God or. only as the word ?f a 
man without' invading the realp1s of den<;>mma. 
tion~l :tea~hing. And all ,vm admit that tllere is 
an infin'ite difference between the weight to· be at
tached~dhe language of an all-wise God and .!l~en 
the wi~st utterances of a mere man when g1vmg 
~~pre~i.on to the deductions of his own fi~te and 
feeble. reason; '!'here· are . many passages m that 
sermon which are very differently construed by 
people of different religious denominations. F~r 
example, it is there said, "Ye have heard that It 
was said to them of old, Thou shalt not forswear 
thyself, . but shall perform unto the Lor~ thh:~e 
oaths· but I say unto you, swear not at all. This 
passa~e is by many very conscientious people inter. 
preted as prohibiting the taking of an oath as a 
witness or ·otherwise, and hence they never swear, 
even in ·our courts of justi<Je, but afliJ:m. 

" Again," says the same writer, " Chris· 
tiaus of some denominations interpret the 
Sermon on the Mount as authorizing the 
absolute dissolution, by divorce, of the 
valid bonds of matrimony for certain 
cau,ses so as to allow one of the divorced 
partie~ to warry again d':ri~g the ~ife ?f 
the .other while other Chr1st1ans mamtap1 

. ' 
that all such. second marriages during the 
lives of._ both the divorced parties are, 
morally speaking, invalid and wrong.". 

These examples might be. multiplied al
most indefinitely, but it is quite unneces· 
sary; the fact is that there is no such 

·thing as '' unsectarian teaching of relig
ion" possible. Even the most elementary 
truths of the Christian religion cannot be 
taught without teaching things which are 
secta:rian as. between different bodies of 
professed Christians to say nothing of the 
beliefs. of those who are not Chi;'istians, 
bu,t.whose rights are just as sacred, and to 
be just as jealously guarded by the State, 
as .are the rights of Christians. 

The State is composed of people of .all 
,religions and of no religion. The public 
schools, are supported by a tax levied upon 
all pr,operty. alike, and it is but just that. 
it sho.uld .be expended in a. manner ap· 
proved by all, or that, at least1 men should 
not be .compelled to indirectly contribute 
to the support and propagation of religious 
t.enets which they do not believe, by being 
taxed for the support of schools in which 
religi,9nifi taug}lt. c. P. B. 

THE Christian Union, an influential 
journal,, would like .to see the Bible used 
in the public schools simply as a text book 
of literature and history, but adds that 
".if our Catholic, Jewish or Agnostic 
brethren object to opening schools ;with, 
acts of· worship, such worship should in' 
our judgment be discon~inued." . We ~~? 
speak in behalf of Jew1s~~Amencan.;pl'tl· 
zeus who,. without e+ceptH;)n, are un~lter
ably opposed to teaching sectarian: doctrines 
of a11ykind in our public schools. We are 
for an absolute divorce of Churchand State 
in every senseofthe term.-Jewish Times 
nn.cl Obser1•e1·. 

"Jus:f 'As the Chihese.'' 
' • < _' -- - ~ • -_ --~. 

lyhig the two bills and the objects sought 
to be accontplished, bring them both under 

THE following p,aragrapi{ is ·t,~oni a re· the same condemnation. There is one 
cent editorial in tiie llfail and .Ex:p~re8s, of point in coni paring them, however, that is 
this city, whose editor and piopl'ieton is in favor of the Virginia bill; it allowed 
President of. the American Sab bath;U nio:tl. the tax to :be paid to' whatever society the 
It reflects the ii1t0Ierance ofthe l1l~n, and, . individuaLtaxed might des!re; o:r, if he 
ihdirectly, of the organi>5aticm' ;at whose did not desire it to go to any it would "be 
h~ad he stands:-· . applied to the maintenance of a school in 

Let Morp1oris be. prevented from entering our the country-;'q The _Blair educational 
country, just as are the Chinese, and for. the same 'amendment' makes no . such liberal pro-
reaeon, that they are .heathen. The Mormons wor- . · . h 
ship Adam as God, they have laid . .our Lord Jesus vision; but the taxes of the Jew, Ma om
Christ on the shelf,. they have lords many and gods · medari, Infidel and ·Atheist, are all to be 
many, they sing praises to ,Joseph Smith in Chris- used to teach the "unsectarian principles 
tian songs stolen-from our hymn books, substituting of Christianity," and if people do not want 
Smith's name for Christ's; they blaspheme the true their children taught what the Govern
God. Thqs the main reason that reconciled the 

·Christian sentiment of this country to ~he exclusion m{mt says is Christianity, they can suffer 
of the Chinese, that they are heathen, should also the consequences. And there is no telling 
operate to secure from Congress a law to prohibit how seve.re the consequences will be, for 
the importation of Mormons. Then the miserable these very same persons at the same time 
"elders" and ·'·bishops" and "high priests" of are intending· to pass compulsory educa
J oe Smith Bacchus and Lewdness oould not arrive 

· ' · ' · · th ·d 1· d d ti·o· nal Jaws that will compel everybody to here with harems of Scandinavians or o er e U: e. 
foreigners. We earnestly:oommend this suggestion attend q school, be taught the Christian re• 
.to the powerful support of Mormon-preventing Sen- ligion, and, what is more, pay for it out of 
ator Edmunds, of Vermont. the public treasury! It is thus evident 

In our opinion Mormonism is very far that the former bill was more liberal, 
from the truth; and we have spoken in no more nearly just, and far less extensive in 
uncertain tones on the quest.ion. Qf the its con13equences, than is the latter. 
suppression of polygamy; but we dissent Both make provision for the use of 
from the proposition to exclude any man money raised by. the Government for the 
from this country on account ofhi~ relig- propag11tion of the Christian religion-the 
ion. The Mo~·mon has no right to practice religion of the dominant cult. Both virtu
polygamy, and the Government lias a per- ally say that the religious rights of the 
feet right to demand that he shall obey minority need not be respected by the 
the marriage laws of the country; but majority. Both try to avoid opposition by 
with the "worship of Adam," and their making certai11 concessions;-the former 
'' praise to Joseph Smit~ in Christian songs by · allowing each person to name the 
stolen from our hymn book~;~," the Govern· religious.teacher to which his money is to 
rrient can have nothhl.g whatever to do, go, and the latt(:)r by providing that the 
any more than it · can with . the Roman '' wnsectarian principles of Christianity" 
Catholic worship of the Virgin Mary. shall be taught (alth<;mgh the truth is,· 

c. P. B. there is not a single unsectarian principle 

Dishonorable. and Dangerous. 
in the whole system of belief peculiar to 
Christians). Both violate the principles of 
religious equality by favoring Christianity 

IN 1784 a bill was introduced into the above all other religions. The Virginia 
General Assembly of the State of Virginia, biH,. Madison says, was supported by 
entitled, "A bill establishing a provision "many petitions;" so is the. Blair edu
for the teachers of the Christian religion.'• . cational am€mament. The former was 
About a century later, 'in 1889, Senator . favored by certain sect.s and clergy; so is 
Blair introduced into the Senate of the the latter. Some denominations are putr 
United States a joint resolution proposing ting forth all the energy at their command 
an amendment to the national' Constitution to crowd petitions onto Congress for the 
establishing_ a provision for the teaching of passage of this and other teligious meas· 
the principles of the Christian religion. ures. 
The 'former, if passed, as M·adison said, The Virginia bill was defeated only by 
would have been ''a dangerous abuse of the untiring efforts of Madison, Colonel 
power."*. Is the latter any less so? The Nicholas; Colonel George Mason (drafter 
former, Madison wrote to Jefferson; was . of the Virginia Declarations. of Rights), 
''chiefly obnoxious on account of its dis- arid Jefferson,· who labored faithfully dur
honorable principle and dangerous pol- ing the year 1785 to e~r~ulate . their 
icy."* This is equally true of the latter. adverse "Memorial and Remonstrance." 
The former was defeated. because it was In that memorial written by the future 
an infringement of our religious equality "Father 'of tlie Constitution;'' are stated 
and thus subversive of America11 J>rin9i· the true principles of the Ametican politi· 
ples. The'latte~, -with slight modifi'cations, car system; an.d in, th~t memod~l w~ fin~ 
is re-introduced into Congres.s from year the ti·ue fnterpi·eta1iion of Amer1ean msti· 
to year, and is now befbre the ·.American tutions as established by the great states
people. men ·of the eighteenth century. Those 

The similarity of the principles· 'under- were the principles that· we]:e incorporated 
--~~~~----. --.--·- ~--------~-.. ------~----- ---

*Quoted In "American State l'npers," (H!90); pajte 27, et seq. -t quoted in ",\ m<'l'i<'-&tl Stnio l'npel's," (1890), png<> 27, «< seq, 
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into the Federal Constitution two years 
later. 

In criticising this species of legislation 
Madison says "we are bound as faithful 
members of a free State to remonstrate 
against it." In declaring the reasons why 
such legislation is "a dangerous abuse of 
power," he says:-

We hold it for a fundamental and undeniable 
truth, "tha~ religion, or the duty which we owe to 
our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can 
be directed ouly by reason and conviction, not by 
force or violence."* The religion, then, of every 
man must be left to the conviction and conscieuce of 
every man; and it is the right of eve'I'1J man to 
exercise it as these may dictate. This right is in its 
nature an maalienable right. It is unalienable, be .. 
cause the opinions of men, depending only on the 
evide1;1ce contemplated in their own minds, cannot 
follow the dictates of other men. It is unalienable, 
also, because what is here a right towards men is a 
duty towards the Creator. It is the duty of every 
man to render to the Creator such homage, and 
IUCh only, as he believes to be. acceptable to him. 
This duty is precedent, both in order of time and in 
degree of obligation, to the claims of civil society. 
. • . We maintain, therefore, that in matters of 
religion no man's right is abridged by the institu
tion of civil society, and that religion is wholly 
exempt from its cognizance. . . . 

It is proper to take a.larm at the first experiment 
upon our liberties. We. hold this prudent jealousy 
to be the first duty of citizens, and one of the 
noblest characteristics of the late Revolution. The 
freeme.n of America did not wait till usuqled power 
had strengthened itself by exercise, and entangled 
the question in precedents. They saw all the con
sequences in the principle, and they avoided the 
consequences by the denying the principle. We 
revere this lesson too much soon to forget it. .Who 
does not see that the same atdhm·ity which can es
tablish Christianity, in exclusion of all other re
ligions, may establish, with the same ease, any 
pirrticular sect of Olwistians, in exclusion of all 
other sects? that the same auth01·ity which can force 
a citizen to contribute three pe1we only of his prop
erty for the support of any one establishment, may 
force him to conform to any other establishment in 
all cases whatsoever 'I 

Because the bill vioiates that equality which ought 
to be the basis of every law, and which is more in
d-ispensable in proportion as the validity or expedi
eHcy of any law is more liable to be impeached. If 
"all men are by nature equally free and independ
ent," ·tall men are to be considered as entering into 
society on equal conditions; as relinquishing no 
more, and, therefore, retaining no les.~, one than 
anothf!1', of their natural rights. Above all, are 
llhey to be considered as retaining an '' eqttal title 
to the free exercise of religion according to the 
dictates of conscience." :j: Whilst we assert for 
ourselves a freedom to embrace, to profess, and to 
observe, the religion which we believe to be of 
divine origin, we cannot deny an equal freedom to 
them whose minds have not yet yielded to the evi
dence which has convinced us. If this freedom be 
abused, it is an offense against God, not against 
man. To God, therefore, not to man, must an 
account of it be rendered. . . . 

The bill implies either that the civil magistrate is 
a competent judge of religious tmths, or that he 
may employ religion as an engine of civil policy. 
The first is an arrogant pretension, falsified by the 
contradictory opinions of rulers in all ages and 
throughout the world; the second an unhallowed 
perversion of the means of salvation. 

Because the establishment proposed by the bill is 
not requisite for the support of the Christian re
ligion, to say that it is, is it contradiction of the 
Christian religion itself; for every page o'f it dis-
--------------- ---·--· ··------- -------

• "Declaratiou of Rights," Art,icle 16. 
t Declaration of Rights of the State of Virginia, Article 1. 
;Ilecllll'l\tion of :RJg).lts of the State of Virginia, Article 1G. 

avows a dependence on the powers of this world. 
It is a contradiction to fact, for it is known that this 
religion both .existed and flourished, not only with
out the support of human laws, but in spite of every 
opposition from them; and not only during the 
period of miraculous aid, but long after it had been 
left to its own evidence and the ordinary care of 
Providence. Nay, it is a contradiction in terms; 
for a religion not invented by human policy must 
have pre-existed and been supported before it was 
established by human policy. It is, moreover, to 
weaken in those who profess this religion a pious 
confidence in its innate excellence and the patronage 
of its author; and to foster in those who still reject 
it a suspicion that its friends are too conscious of 
its fallacies to trust it to its own merits. 

These are some of the reasons why every 
Christian in the land should oppose any 
bill whatever of the nature of the Blair 
educational amendment, or any other bill 
favoring Christianity or any other re
ligion. It is both a usurpation of power 
on the part of the Government and detri
mental to the religion it pretends to aid. 
Further on in the memorial Ma,dison said 
"Either, then, we must say that the will 
of the legislature is the only measure of 
their authority, and that in the plenitude 
of that authority they may sweep away 
all our fundamental rights, or that they are 
bound to leave this partic11,lar right un
touched and sacred." 

Madison saw the continual tendency of 
public men to endeavor to legislate, in one 
way or another, in favor of the Christian 
religion. So he, in his friendliness toward 
the Christianity in which he believed, 
always used his influence against such a 
pernicious movement in this country. In 
a letter later in his life, he said that not
withstanding the general progress made 
by some toward religious liberty, "there 
remains in others a strong bias towards 
the old error, that without some sort of 
alliance or coalition between government 
and religion, neither can be duly sup
ported. Such, indeed, is the tendency to 
suc;h a coalition, and such its corrupt
ing influence on both the pr-rties, that 
the danger cannot be too carefully guarded 
against." 

Yet, notwithstanding his grand work 
in framing the national Constitution in 
accordance with these principles, we find 
would-be reformers to-day trying to tear 
down this work and amend that very 
same document by inserting in it provi
sions for teaching the "unsectarian prin
ciples of the Christian religion " in our 
public schools ! The Ch~istian people of 
America who venerate the names of the 
noble men who obtained for us our liber
ties should hesitate before they give their 
voices and votes to eradicate the institu
tions which were so difficult to establish. 
Better, far better, will it be t.o throw our 
influence on the side of pure Christianity, 
by not a1lowing the State to have anything 
to do with prescribing or teaching its doc
trines. Madison truly declared : '' We are 
teaching the world the great truth that 
governments do better without kings than 
with them. The merit will be doubled by 

the other lesson: that religion flourishes 
in greater p1w1:ty without, than with, the 
aid of Government." W. A. BLAKELY. 

University of Michigan. 

The School Question. 

"WHY, my friends, the free school
house was established and in full operation 
long before the Republican party was born. 
Schools will be in successful operation 
all over this country long after it is dead. 
It was utterly impossible to maintain a 
republican government without education, 
as it would be impossible for a . bird to 
hang in the air with all the feathers 
plucked from its wings. It is a part, and 
an essential part, of the existence of any 
republican government. It has got to 
stand in the intelligence and virtue of the 
people. It cannot stand any other way. 
The power comes from them; they must 
know how to exercise it wisely and well. 
They must have the virtue to do what 
they know is right, and have the virtue 
to shun what they know' to be wrong. 
The school-house is the place, and pro
visions were made for it at the very foun
dation of the Government, and made by 
the men that ordained and established 
the Government. What WH oppose is the 
prostitution of the school-house, ;just as 
Christ opposed the prostitution of the 
temple. The temple at Jerusalem had 
been a house of prayer, dedicated to tho 
pui·e worship of God, but had been de
filed by the money-changers and thieves, 
and when he entered it with a scourge 
of plaited cords, he whipped away the 
thieves and said it should not be a den of 
thieves but a house of prayer. We stand 
by the school-house, and in it and around 
it, and we are going to stand under it and 
support it, but we don't intend, if there is 
intelligence and virtue enough left in the 
hearts of the people, that the school-house 
shall be made an instrumentality for pro
scribing any class of our people. We 
don't intend that the school-house shall be 
an instrumentality for invading the sanc
tuary of the homes of the people and com
pelling one class of people to send to one 
school in preference to another, if they 
prefer that other. 
And if the Church and State were united, . 
it would be impossible to preserve liberty 
to the people. Hence we believe in liberty; 
we believe in a man sending his children 
to whatever school he pleases. He is the 
guardian of that child during non-age. 
God has appointed him, and the mother, 
and we will stand guard over that right. 
We don't propose that a Methodist, if he 
wants to send his child to a Methodist · 
school, shall be compelled to send it to a 
Catholic school. He has a right to have 
it educated in that faith if he wants to do 
it. We are all governed by our faith. 
Why should the Go':'ernment be substitu
ted for the father and mother, and compel 
the Methodist family to send their child 
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to the Catholic school or who take the 
Catholic child and send it to the Method
ist school; or why take anybody's child 
.a,nd send it to the infidel school? We stand 
on the right of family government. We 
stand believing tht~.t the father and mother 
have the right . to superintend and 
supervise the education of their children; 
to :i!elect the teacher and select the school; 
and it is the· right of the State, and the 
duty of the State, to provide the means of 
educating all the children in the State, but 
the parents have the rig'ht to select the 
school; and if they don't want to avail 
themselves of the opportunities that have 
been afforded by the State, and they want 
to incur the additional expense, and thous
ands and hundreds of thousands of good 
people do it every day, and have the right 
to do it~let them send their children to 
their church schools."-From Speech of 
Hon. Roger ·Q, Mills. 

C~uroh Talks and City Tangles. 

JusT now a· very singular phase of 
public senti:nient is to be observed in this 
metropolitan community [New York City]. 
Several of the more prominent clergymen 
are openly engaged in a political move
ment, the object of which is to overturn 
one ·of the two great parties bodily and 
caFtt it out of power. 01.18 makes a speech 
in a public convention on a prayer-meeting 
night,. which is openly ridiculed by an 
editor who did ri.ot hear it. ·Another is 
[was] mentioned as a prominent candidate 
for t:he ·office of mayor and has his ''inter
vif;ws" like a boss. A third writes a letter 
in which he represents Divine Providence 
as throwing its (no "her") watery arms 
around this island:..__which is really quite 
good for a Baptist-and the political news
papers are gibing to their hearts' content. 

On the other hand the great secular 
journals are engaged in a determinate 
onslaught upon the Rev. Dr. C. A. Briggs, 
as a professor in the Union Theological 
Seminary, for laxness in doctrine, injury 
to the interests of the institution on one of 
the foundations of which he stands, de
parting from the teaching he promised 

·when he was elected, and without moral 
or legal right to his chair; One of them, 
in two very plain editorials, calls upon 
him peremptorily to "abdicate" his po
sition, to resign his charge, and cease his 
"underhanded course of polishing up his 
crude unscriptural theories to classes of 
unsuspecting young men, locked in his 
class-rooms." Another continues in the 
same strain, and reaches the cheerful con
clusion that, as the great majority of Pres
byterians have declared themselves in 
favor of revising their old creeu, a;ud some 
of the most noted an9- most popular of the 
Presbyterian pastors in New York and 
other great towns have thoroughly in
dorsed the movement; the ministers of the 
denomhiation "do not know themselves 
what they' believe," and are in the)rame 

o£ mind of "the agnostic who,has 'no faith 
to propagate;" arid a third gives as ·the 
reason for the reluctance of the clergy to 
"move against" Professor Briggs, '' the 
dissension that. would follow such a step;" 
and it adds also that, if a charge of heresy 
were brought against him,· ''the ·presby-

. tery would be the scene of a fierce battle." 
It becomes a question of interesting con

sideration whether matters wpl;lld be bet
tered · in such a state of things if the 
ministers would just take on themselves 
the management of politics, and the 
editors of the secular journals would as
sume the care of the orthodoxy represented 
in· the Seminary and the pulpits . ....:...Every 
Thursday. 

. Sunday-Law Contest in Washington. 

THE emissaries of the American Sabbath 
Union having been thwarted in their ef
forts to have enacted in Seattle a mu
nicipal ordinance closing barber shops on 
Sundays, have fallen back upon the State 
Sunday law to gain their end. That 
statute· is as follows :-

SFJoTION 2, 067. It shall be unlawful for any person 
or persons of this Territory, to .open on Sunday for 
the purposes of trade, or sale of gpods, wa:~:es or 
merchandise, any shop, store, or building, or place 
of business whatever: Provided, That this chapter 
shall apply to hotels only ill so far as the sales· 
of intoxicating liquors are concerned, and. shall not 
apply to drug stores, livery sta~les, and under
takers. 

SEc. 2, 068. Any person or persons violating the 
foregoing section shall be 'guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and oil conviction thereof be ·fined in any sum not 
less than twenty-five dollars nor more than one 
htmdred doll&s; 

The history of the movement ·is told 
substantially as follows, by a contempo
rary in this city:-.-

They propose however to make some 
exceptions iri enforcing the law· upon 
barbers. At one of the meetings, after 
considerable discussion, it was; decided not 
to interfere 1with the proprietors of barber 
shops who should keep their bath open on 
Sunday. That is to say, they propose to 
dictate to business men as to who shall 
and who shall not violate the Sunday 
laws. The possibilities of blackmail in 
such a scheme are large; ·and if they are 
allowed · to carry out their ·prt>gramme, 
theit organization, or at least· the execu
tive officers, will probablywax rich; The 
absurdity of the distinction is well de
picte'd by the Seattle Morning 'Joivrnal. 
"It seems,,. it says, "that the carefully 
balanced moralists •who want to reform 
things in this neighborhood have made a 
review of the barbor-shop controversy, 
and they decree that it will not be wise to 
make war ori suoli shops as have·a bath
room annex. These can 6pen on Sunday 
with perfect propriety, because' cleanliness 
is next to. godliness, and it will never do 

: to crush any agency that will' put a man 
in a more moral frame of mind.' To a 
personage up a tree, however, it looks as 
if this thing. has reduced it.self .to a qu~s-

tion of anatomy. If a man's piety is to 
be encouraged on Sunday by a bath-if he 
can take, a dip without offending the re
ligious sense of· the community, he cer
tainly should have the right to clean. his 
nails, cut his hair, and keep his .chin in 
repair, for all these things contribute to 
good citizenship and prepare him for 
communion with his Christian brethren. 
The right to have the stomach keyed up 
to concert pitch on Sunday keeps the 
restaurants sacred from the pious crusade 
of reformers, but this delicate distinction 
between the sinful qualities of a bath-tub 
and a razor is rather too rich for our 
Liberal blood." The Journal adds: "If 
this sort of cross-eyed reform is to be the 
watchword of the hour, the Journal de
sires to say that it would like to see the 
authority by which these hair-splitting 
distinctions are drawn .. Who gave it? 
Where did it co:rp.e from ? Does the Con
stitution of the State of Washington vest 
the power in any clique or faction to 
declare that a Sunday bath in a public 
house is a moral institution, while a Sun
day shave in. the same shop is an agency 
of the devil ? Such ridiculous and arbi
trary and fanatical decrees are as much 
out of :place in Seattle to-day as a polar 
bear in the orange groves of Florida. 
We believe in law and order, and a decent 
respect to the honest convictions of every 
class, but the disposition of some folks to 
recognize no class as honest and conscien
tious but themselves is a species of slavery 
which no liberal citizen can indorse." 

The Washington Secular Union an
nounces its determination to have some
thing to say about this style of enforcing 
laws. Two sections of the Sunday law 
-read as follows :- · 

SEC. 2,069. And it shall be the duty of any and 
all public officers in this Territory, knowing of any 
violation of this chapter, to make complaint under 
oath, to the nearest justice of peace from where the 
offense was committed. 

SEC. 2,070. Any public officer who shall refuse or 
willfully neglect to i:aform against and prosecute 
offenders against this chapter shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction shall 
be punished by a firie of not less than twenty
five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, 
and the court before which such officer shall 
be tried sh~ll declare the office or appointment held 
by such officer vacant for the balan<Je of his tern1. 

After a test in the courts as to the con
stitution~:~.lity of the Sunday law, if the 
decision shall be adverse to the Secular 
Union's claim, the Union will see that 
the law is impartially enforced, with a 
view to its repeal. . Mr. Reynolds, the 
Secretary, declares: "Since the best way 
to insure the repeal of .a bad law is to 
rigidly enforce it-let it be known there 
can be no more open stores, no more sales 
by the publishers of newspapers on Sun
day, nor can the necessary work be done 
on Sunday to get out the Monday 1li.orning 
edition . .._;,no more business of any kind 
that uomes within the scope of this law." 

The statute (§2,070) provides a me~ms of 
doing this, for any officer refusing to in-



T'HE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 357 

form and prosecute is liable to fine and 
deposition from office, and the Washing
ton Secular Union can put the machinery 
of .law into motion. The statute was made· 
for the use of the "Sabbath " fanatics, but 
it cuts both ways; Let everybody observe 
the law or none. 

The first man singled out by the Sunday 
p~ople for prosecution is a member of the 
Secular Union, which promptly retained 
counsel to defend him. 

Is the Sible Sectarian? 

Ex-PRESIDENT JoHN BASCQM, in a re
cent address before the ·graduating law 
class of the Wisconsin University, .took 
occasion ~ to criticise the decision of the 
Supreme. Court of that. State, which ex
cl;u,de.s the Bible from the public s.chools. 
In the .course of .his remarks, Dr. Bascom 
said:- • 
Th~ Coprt excluded religious instruction in order 

to g?t :t:id of seqtarian instru-rtion. · Under a direcj; 
interpretation, .the Bible is not a sectarian book. 
AllChristian sects assign it distinctly a central po
sition. 

A divigion of the people, cut off and 
separatE!d from the rest r of mankind by 
reason of· the religious doctrines which 
they h()ld, constitutes a.religious sect, and 
th.e doctrines of a . ·sect •. are sectarian. 
Anything, therefore, which ·is accepted 
by a part of the people, and not by the 
whole people, is sectarian in its. character. 
ILa religious doctrine was received with 
favor by every orie in the world, of course 
there would be no one t0 oppose it, and 

. such a doctrine would be non-sectarian. 
On the other hand, if there is any opposi
tion to a doctrine, that very fact shows 
that it is ·not acceptable to the whole peo
ple, but that it is indorsed by only a part 

·of the people, a sect, and is therefore sec
·tarian. The fact· that the Catholics of 
Wisconsin made complaint against the 
religious. instruction which was formerly 
giv,en in the public schools of that State, 
is all the evidence that is needed to show 
that such instruction wa5 sectarian, and 
was not acceptable to .the whole people. 

And further, it is an undeniable fact 
t)lat no religious instruction could be given 
which would be indorsed by the whole 
people. And as surely as it was accepted 
by oniy "a part of. the people, a sect, so 
surely would it· be sectarian in its char
acter. Hence, the only way to exclude 
sectarian instruction, is to exclude relig
ious instruction of every description. 

Dr. Bascom says of the' Bible, ' 1 All 
Christian sects. assign it aistinctly a cen
tral position." Suppose this were true of 
the King James version, does he not know 
that there is the most wide-spread differ-

. ence of opinion as to how it should be 
interpreted ? Another important question 
which the Doctor seems to hav:e over
looked, is this : Are. Christians the only 
p(:lople in th(') world ? Is it not a fact that 
a majority of the people in this country 
do not even profess to b~ Christians ? Do 

non-believers assign the Bible "distinctly 
a central position"? If they do not, then, 
according to the Doctor's own argument, 
the Bible is a ,sectarian book. For to 
prove that it is not sectarian, he offers 
the statement, that "all Christian sects 
assign it distinctly a central position." 
Consequently, if there were any sects 
which do not a~sign it a central position, 
he would have to admit that it is sectarian. 
But the Bible is just as ·sectarian to all 
who do not believe in Christianity, as it 
would be to any professed Christian sect 
if they rejected it. A sect is a division of 
the people, and not necessarily a division 
of Christians; and unbelievers are people 
the sa~ne as Christians are. It may be 
convenient to ignore people and their 
rights, when they do not agree with us, 
but it does not show a love of honesty and 
justice to do this. But such is the. only 
process by which religious instruction can 
ever be maintained in schools controlled 
by the State, and supported by public 
taxation. 

No ol}e will deny that the Catholics are 
a sect, yet they do not assign the King 
James version of the Bible a central posi
tion, or any position at all. 

The fact is; all Christians taken together 
constitute a sect, a division of the peo]1le, 
distinct and separate from the rest of 
mankind. And this is right. God's peo
ple have always been sectarian in their 
belief and practice, and it is by the com
mand of God that they are so. " Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate," 
saith the Lord, '' and touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you." As Chris
tians are a sect, and Christianity sectarian, 
the Bible, which is the exponent of Chris
tianity, must also be distinctly sectarian 
in its character. 

A. DELOS WESTCOTT. 

"Covenanter War." 

A PITTSBURG paper, of the 18th ult., 
contains,"under the above.heading, a two
column account of the trouble which, 
owing to the efforts of the Covenanter 
Church to control the political action of 
its members, has, for some months past, 
been causing its leaders not a little anxiety. 
The following statement of the facts is 
abridged from the Pittsburg Gazette:-

One evening in last July, several 'ministers of the 
Reformed ·Church,-Presbyterian, or Covenanter 
Church,-held a meeting to formulate their views on 
certain topics connected with church matters. The 
result of that meeting was a circular denominated 
a "Platform of the Friends of Christian Union in 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church." The platform 
is as follows :- t.: 

The platform adopted by the recent Conference of the friends 
of Christian Union in the Reformed Presbyterian Church on 
July 22. 1890. We, the undersigned, agree together in mainte· 
nance of the following principles:-

1. That while we hold it to be the duty of the church to 
maintain the most advanced testimony in behalf of truth and 
against error, yet the terms of the communion ought to be 
limited to the plain requirements of the Scriptures--namely, 
faith in Christ and obedience to his revealed will. 

2. That persons who make a credible profession of Christ 
should be received into church membership, on their accept· 
ance of our testimony and the testimony· of communion, 

without binding them to any explanation in the matter of. polit
ical dissent, or any other questions. 

3. That restricted communion, and not close communion nor 
open communion, is the teaching of the Bible and of our stand
ards. 

4. That interchange of pulpits should be allowed among those 
who preach the evangelical doctrine of the gospel. 

5. That there should be organic union of the whole Chris~ian 
Church upon the basis of the plain teaching of the Scriptures. 

6. That free discussion should be allowed of our subordinate 
standards and of deliverance of synod, testing them by the 
Bible, which is the only ruJe of faith and manners. 

This was signed by the following named minis
ters: J. T. Carson, N. M. Johnston, s.· D. Johnston, 
A. U. McClurkin, H. P. McClurkin, J. K. McClurkin, 
J. C. K. Milligan, J. R. J. Milligan. J. S. T. Milli. 
gan, 0. B. Milligan, E. M. Milligan, Hugh W. 
Reed, H. W. Temple, S. G. Shaw, J. R. Thomp· 
son. Elders.: S. R. Mitchell, J. McCullough, and 
A. Ennisse. 

In a few days, the matter had become known by 
the radical elements in the church, and the progres 
sive clergymen were at once marked for official 
censure. Professor D. B. Wilson, D. D., R. J. 
George, D. D., and Moderator David McAllister, 
D. D., were the recognized leaders of the unchange
able element. 

When the presbytery met, Professor Wilson pre· 
sen ted papers designated as a ''form of libel" against 
Rev. Henry W. Temple and Rev. Hugh W. Reed. 
Professor Wilson charged in his paper that th11 
ministers named had been guilty of heresy and 
political teachings; of a violation of the vows of 
their ordination and the breaking of the church's 
solemn covenant. These offenses were because 
they had circulated and caused to be printed the 
platform given above. The charges were about to 
be referred to a committee when Rev. 0. B. Milligan 
objected to them being received by the presbytery, 
as they were unsigned and therefore ineligible as 
libels in the court. After some discussion it was 
decided before formally proceeding against the ac
cused to hear them in their own defense. Rev. J. 
R. J. Milligan, who spoke first, stated that his re· 
marks would be few. Said he:-

Of this whole affair there seems to be more misapprehension 
than anything else, Individually I want a Speedy action. I 
want this matter settled at once, as a matter of justice to my· 
self and my congregation. All this distrust must be removed. 
I was at the East End Conference. I helped to adopt the plat· 
form and send it out, but since that time it has been misunder
stood if not misrepresented. If these charges of covenant 
breaking, heresy, and apostasy are true then 1 am unfit to be 
a minister in the Covenanter Church, or in any church. 

On these mttters my views.are set, and if I cannot keep them 
within the church I will take t.he other alternative and get out. 

Rev. E. M. Milligan said that there was nothing 
in all their course of which he was ashamed. He 
denied that either at that meeting or at any other 
time he had been guilty of insubordination, cove· 
nant breaking, or apostasy. Mr. Milligan traced 
the church history since 1833, and declared that the 
church herself had been inconsistent, in that she 
had in 1871 a<,lmitted to be right what in 1833 was 
condemned as wrong and sinful, and caused the · 
split in the Presbyterian Church. In 1871 the 
legitimacy of the United States Government was 
recognized by the Cqvenantel· Church. If this is 
true, then they were bound to support and defend 
this Government, he said. In regard to the in cor. 
poration of the church with an immoral govern· 
ment, Mr. Milligan said that if voting on amend
ments .was one of those things, then very few 
member& of the church believed it. At this utter· 
ance, Rev. Dr. Thomas Sproull, one of the presby· 
tery fathers, who had been listening intently, 
jumped to his feet and demanded that it stop. 

''Mr. Moderator, when will this stop ? How 
long must I listen to it ? " He was ruled out by 
the Moderator under the terms by which the of· 
fenders were allow'ed the fullest explanations. 
Continuing, Mr. Milligan said that on that point 
apd on others he' defended his privilege of holding 
a private opinion, "And I will stick tO it," said he. 

Rev. A. W. McClurkin also denied his guilt as 
charged. Said he, "If we refuse to advance, to go 
higher in the development of the truth, then we 
shall be false to our teachings, and until we do 
move higher we shall be false to the trust that God 
hath giYen unto us." 
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Rev. o: B. Milligan indorsed the sentiinents of 
the preceding speakers, and declared that instead· 
of.the meeting in his church being to disorganize or. 
disintegrate the Covenanter Church, it was.forthe 
purpose of promoting church unity. 

Rev. W. L. C. Thompson took up the platform, 
and ·after a strict compa11son with the c,hurch laws 
showed that in his opinion they were in harmony. 

I have always held private opinions on church unity and on 
other church affairs and they have not been questioned until 
now: If guilty of heresy I will stand the censure, but, under
stand-me, my private opinions must not be governed by the 
private opinions of other men. I have not preached these doc

. trines, nor have I spoken of them in private unless they were 
first broached to me. My views are known and plain and there 
I stand, and I cannot do otherwise. 

Rev. H. W. Temple, who was mentioned as the 
leading spirit of ''the ·seventeen," next took the 
platform, and picking up the circular, said:-

For my connection with this I am branded as an apostate, as 
a breaker of covenants, as a violator of my sacred vows of or
dination as a minister of the gospel; as a heretic and ·a teacher 
of wrong. Is it possible, is it possible that a minister of this 
church or any other js cited for crimes because he subscribed 
to .these doctrines? 1 do not deny anything; I do·not defend 
myself, and I have nothing to, explain. The iJlvitation of this 
committee to have a,free and frank discussion is very open, but 
It may have been intended to draw us out with the intention of 
using our own language as te~timony against us. I believe-it 
to. be so .. Nevertheless, with. the expectation that what I say 
will be tised against me, I repeat that there is nothing that I 
have to defend. It is true that I did have this-platform printed. 

Mr. Temple eoncluded with a few remarks that 
were rather defiant in tone and which moved sev
eral of the members of the court to interrupt him. 

Rev. Dr. R. J. George, Rev. Dr. McAllister, E,ev. 
Dr. Thomas Sproull, and Prof. Wilson then took 
the floor successively and endeavored to convince 
the young men of their errors. ·After a hearing of 
both sides without getting near a satisfactory con
clusio:n;, Rev. Dr. McAllister offered the following 
as a basis of settlement:-

The undersigned members of the Pittsburg Presbytery of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, with a view to the restoration· 
of brotherly harmony and confidence, agree to the following 
declarations concerning the position and duty of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church: 

1. While the word of God is the only supreme standarll of 
faith and practice, the authoritative interpretation of that word 
by the .chur(lh must be accepted as the rule to be practically 
applied for the regulation and conduct of her members as well 
as the statement of their profession. 

This admits of the probability of error in the church's inter
pretation of God's word and leaves the way open for the most 
full and candid and at the same time orderly discussion of our 
doctrines and laws in the light of the only infallible-standard, 
and for the orderly revision of her doctrines auct.amendment · 
of her laws, to ·bring theni whenever necessary into close har
mony with the divine word. 

2. The .R"'formed Presbyterian Church has interpreted ofll
•cially and authoritatively the divine word as forbidding he~ 
members to become parties to the compact of the Constitution 
of the Dnited States either by accepting office to administer 

' the compacts of Government or by the exercise of the elective 
franchise in sending men as representatives to administer.it, be
causethatcompactdoesnotacknowledgethelawofChristasthe 
supreme standard of morals for the Government, but places 
the people cin ·that place instead of the word of God. This in
terpretation is the law of the Covenanter Church to-day. 

3. That the members of_ the Covenanter Church have always 
held this }'Josition and stilt hold it with the purest Christian pat
riotism, and with most cordial readiness to perform every duty 
to their country, and to sacrifice in the future, as in the past, 
not only their property, but, if necessary, their lives for their 
beloved country's highest good. -· 

The paper presented by Dr. McAllister 
failed to meet the views of the accused, 
and it was withdrawn. As a last reso~t, 
after several other plans had been pro
posed and rejected, the report of the Com
mittee on Discipline recommending a. 
judicial committee with full power to try 
the case was adopted. A committee will 
be appointed by the Committee on Sup
plies and confirmed by the presbytery. 
The presbytery will meet again on thE:l 
second Tuesday in April, 1891. 

THE man who is afraid to do right, is as 
bad as the man who is, not afraid to do. 
wrong.-San Franoisco Weekl;y Star. 

of congregations of nearly all denomi 
JONJ nati6ns4nd often these:have been author

ized;by a;Plsing vote. 

·DECLARATION of-PRINCIPLES. 
We believe in the rel!gio~ taught by Jesus 'christ. -
We believe in'temperance, and regard the l!quortratll:c as a 

curse to society. ' . · · 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit-

ting to its authority. · 
We deny the right of any civil government ·to legi~late on 

religious· questions. ' · - . · 
We believe it is the right and should be the privilege,_ of 

every man to worship accordlng·to the dictates ·ot lils own con· 
science, . _ ~ . . 

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious leglslati()n~ by the~ ~civil 
government; t)lat we and our fellow-citizens· may enjoy the In· 
estimable blessinJO:s of both reliJ'ious and civil liberty, . 

OFFICES. 

43 BoND STREET, NEW YoRK CITY; 

'' Then'itU.1low-n:umerous resolutions, ap. 
peals,. protests; and petitions, by the unan
imous action of ecclesiastical assemblies 
of all grades, and which represent hun
dreds of thousands of the best people of 
the whole country. Temperance organi
zations, patriotic orders, labor unions, and 
similar societies also wheel into line. Young 
Men's Christian Associations are work
ing faithfiully for .the cause. Outside 
of all these, we are constantly receiving 
petitions from citizens of important places 
without· distinction of sect, sex, or race, 
and covered with hundreds of signatures 
of reputable persons; The reasons assigned 

225 A ST N E WASHINGTON • 28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO, h } h ., · ·· ' are legal; istorica , patriotic, umane, 
C. ELDRIDGE, - - President. 
W. H. McKEE, - Secretary. 

Stirring- ,the Whole Country; 

benevolent; moral, and religious. They 
insist upon the divine institution, the per
manent obligation, the blessings and priv-
ileges of the Sabbath of God and man. 
They deprecate the desecration of the 

THE American Sabbath Union, with the Christian Sabbath at the Exposition as an 
National Reform Association, and ap their affront to its Lord, as a wrong to the Na
numerous allied organizations, are stirring tion, as a disgrace to the fair name of our 
the whole country to bring to bear such country, as a transgression of the laws of 
an influence upon the managers of the Illinois, and of every State that has any 
World's Fair that they will givo religious Sabbath laws. . . .. And finally and 
rect>gnition to Sunday, not by permitting supremely, in all these documents, the 
the closing of such exhibits as· it pleases- warm Christian feeling· of the country is 
the exhibitors to close, but to. compel the expressed in ardent love for the hallowed 
exclusion of the public and the entire ·ces-. day, in loyal obedience to the fourth 
sation of all the business of the. Exposi- commandment, and in deprecation of 
tion on that day, whether such an ar- God's judgments upon this generation 
raugement shall coincide with the wishes for the violation of his law of the rest day." 
of ,the exhibitors and the public, or not. All this is significant, not indeed of a 

The effect of ·the agitation for the .Sun- revival-of fervent piety, but of a religious 
day closing of the W OI·ld's Fair, is evi~ feeling which manifests itself in formal 
dently- to cement the forces of religious: observanees while neglecting the weight
nationalism in a more compact body, ac"' · ier matters, judgment, mercy, and faith. 
quaint them more fully with their own Sunday is fast becoming recognized as 
power and numbers, and give them assur- "the badgeof all religion," that is of all' 
ance to drop the specious plea for a "civil form religion, and those who so regard it 
Sunday " entirely, and conce1;1trate their will never rest till they secure for it formal 
entire effort openly, and. without reserve, recognition from the national Govern-
upon the securing of the enforcement of ment. w. H. M. 

a religious observance of Sunda-y. •. •----
The following; from the "Pearl of Days," BY its persiste~t appeals for sumptuary 

will show how, as that publication says, laws the ]locky Mountain News is invit
'' there has never before been such an. ing its party to defeat. It goes so far as 
awakening" of a desire to secure the en- to say that to open barber shops on Sunday 
forcement of a religious form:- is ''the violation of a divine law," and 

"The mails are bringing us daily a great "that, if ne.cessary, a city ordinance 
number and variety of petitions to be for- should be adopted to keep the shops closed 
warded to the Columbian Commiss,ip_n on $unqay .. " Of course on the same prin
against opening the World's Fair. on Sun-. ciple the .N'~ws would advocate a State and 
days. Some are very short and general, national Sunday)aw, which is at variance · 
others are longer and more in'detail; and with. one of the vital principles of our na
others are carefully elaborate in al'gilment tionalGovernment .... Ifthejourneymen 
but all manifest one arid the same earnest, barbers desire torest on Sunday there is no 
decided and urgent spir~t of patriotic, and lawtoprevent~hein from doing so, and they 
Christian opposition tdthe opening of the have a perfect right to refuse to work on 
Exposition on the Lord's day. Many of that day. Sunday rest is a question which 
th f th Y . p · 1 , S . every American citizen should be allowed 

em are rom e oung eop es om- d . · ---f .. -h' lf H. d · 
t . · f Ch . ·~ t' E d - ·d ~f . · to eternnne or 1mse . e may es1re 

e 1es o r1s 1an n eavor, an_ rom t t ~ th ~ · th d f th k · 
~~· ores on · e seven ay o e wee m 

Sunday-school officers, teachers~ ;:tnd:schol- ·. accordan·ce 'with his religious belief or 
ars, and from county and State . S:unday-. from personal choice; or on the second 
school conventions. Others come from dayoftheweek:for likereasons.-Oolorado 
pastoJ;s, officials, members, and adherents. Graphic. 
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US~A~OU;A~ ~~;? s IBERI;A AND .THE N I HILl STS H~~~~,!~~~:.~~:~.:~ 
. · . . ' . W H Y K E N N A N W E NT T 0 S I B E R I A ~~~ ~:::.d~:!s[;~~rf~~-a~~~~-ye;:~~ i:gif~!10;a~~ 

Then you ·need the COMBINED INK. ' ~created a demand for 

BOTT;)JE Al\f:P ,PEN FILL~R. consisting 

of a bottle holding ink sufficient to.fUI a 
pen 8 or 10 times, with a Patent Rubber 
Cork and Filler, all inclosed in .a neat 
wooden case v;iith a screw top, making 
the safest, most· complete, compact,·and 
convenient a1•ticle for the use of travel
ing men ·and others now extant. Weighs 
when filled with ink less than three 
ounces.· 

Imitation Rose-wood case, 

Real ~ox-wood, 

Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 

Addt•es's, 
PACIFIC PRJ;:.SS PUB. CO,, 

25c. 

;>Oc. 

48 BoND STRillET, NEW YORI!:. 

THE SEN~INEL LIBRARY 
A Semi-monthly Publication 

Devoted to the defense of 

AM£RICAN ·INSTITUTIONS 

Ahd the Preservation of the 

UNIT6D STATES OONSTITUTION 
AS IT IS. 

TERMS, 75 ClllNTS PER YEAR. 

-~·o---

The following nulnbet'l! Me now ready, and will 
be sent to any address post-paid on receipt of I 
price:- · ' 

No. 1 The' NaUona[ Reformed Const-itution. 
J?rice, 3 cents: . 

No. 2. 'Jleliglo'ts Llbert·y. Price, 1 cent. 
No. 3 Evi!IJ of ReUgwus Leg-islation. . Price, 

'1 cent. 
No.4 'l'he Blair Sunday Rest Bill. Price, 

7 cents. 
No. u The Blair Educational Amendment. 

. Price, 3 cents. 
No. G Purity of Natlonal Religion. Price, 

1 cent. 
No. l' National Refor·rn a>>d Rights of GO?t

Bcience. Price, 2 cents. 
No.8 
No.9 
No. 10 

The Amerlean Papacy. Price, 2cenU!. 
The Salem Witclwrajt, Price, 1 cent. 
National Rejorrn i~r 0 hurch and State. 

Price, 2 cents. 
No. 11 What TT•ink Ye of Ohrut! Price, 1 

cent. 
No. 12, Bold and Base Avowal. Price, 2 cen,s, 
No. 18 The National Reforn• Movement an 

AbS"<r·dity. Price, 2 cents. 
No. 14 The Republic of Israel. Price, 1 C'fnt. 
No. 15 National Reformed Presbyterianlsm. 

Price, 4.cents. 
No. 16 A I/Utheran View of the Nationar Re· 

form Movement. l>rlce, 8 cents. 
No. l'i Religion and the Publio.Schools. Price, 

4cents. · . 
No. 18 The National Sunday Law. Price, 

25 cents. 
No. 19 Rev. W. F. Crafts Agai,.st the Editors 

of The American Sm>tinel. Prke, 10 
cents. 

]So. 20 liomanism and Civil L-iberty. Price, 4 
cents. . 

No. 21 lV hy We (}ppose Religious Legi.•lation. 
· Price, 3 cents. . 

No. 22 The American Sabbath Unwr• and 
1Iumam. Rights. Prlee, 1 cent" 

N<!>. 28 A Oiitil Suitday Holiday . . Price, l cent. 
No. 24 Blair's Sunday Rest Rill and Joint 

· .Reso!utwn, introduced Decenwer· 9, 
1889: (Exact copies,. with notes). 
Price, 1 cent. 

No. 25 Oivi! Government and the Decalogu.;, 
·Price, 1 cent. 

No. 26 National Reform Success Means Relig
ious Persec..twn. Price, 1 cent. 

No. 28 A Religious Political Movement. Price, 
1 cent. 

No. 2\l Argumen.ts on the Breck·inritf,ue. Sun
. day Bill. The Object and Price of 

Exemptwn Ola"<ses. Price, 10 .cents. 
No. 30 'A Civil Sabbath. What It Aniounts to. 

Price, 1 cent. · 
No. 81 Union of Olw.rch am.d State. What 

Coi>sUtutes Such a Union .~ Price, ·1 o. · 

Adress,: . . . . 
Pl\cifl¢ Press Publishing eo;, · 

0A:s:LANl>, CAt.. 

Oa. Atlantic Tract Society, 
4~ llo1w i'l'J.'tiJ>:~·P, ~~:w YoRK, N.Y. 

By William Jackson Armstrong, 
(Late Inspector General of United States Consulates.) 

This is one of the most intensely interesting and thoroughly reliable con
tributions to literature on Russi~ and the Nihilists evel" published. It comprises 
Mr. Armstrong's famous lecture on "Siberia and the Nihilists" (delivered 
first in Cooper Union, New York, and afterwards by special request of many 
eminent men in Lincoln Hall, Washington), together with some exceedingly 
interest~ng , letters and newspaper criticisms from the pens of the author and 
George Kennan, the Siberian traveller. · 

EVERYBOO.Y SHOULD READ THIS BOOK, 
because no one can be intelligent upon the subject of which it treats without 
familiarity with its contents. Besides, the book is a powerful stimulus to that 
love' of liberty so essential to the maintenance of free Government. 

It c:ontains some pointed and caustic criticisms p.pon Mr. Kennan's defense 
of the Russian Government af~er his first visit to that country, and explains 
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~OTE.-Any one receiving the AMERICaN SllJNTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, ·uule8s plaitily_marked "Sample copy." It is our invari- · 
able ·:rul'e to 'send out rio papers without pay in advance, :except' 
by speciaL I!J.jangement, therefore, thos.e who have not ortle,'ed 
the Si!JijTJNEL' need have n.o fears that. they will Qe asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the PQSt.offi~. · -

A GENTLEMAN at West Sunbury, Penn
sylvania, sends us these encouraging 
words:-

" I am a Presbyterian, and worship on 
Sunday, and believe it to be the right 
day, but would force no one to believe 
or practice as I do. I have been reading 
THlll AMERICAN SENTINEL for two years. 
It is doing a good work; God bless it." 

" THE work of converting the heathen 
world goes on apace," says America. 
''One of the latest steamers to leave Lon
don for the west coast of Africa had on 
board four hundred and sixty tons of J5Ul1-
powder, eleven,cases of gin, tetJ. thousand 
casks of rum, and fourteen missionaries." 
But, then, England has a National Sun
day law, and ackiwwledges that its sov
ereigns reign by the grace of God, it is, 
therefore, according to the National Re
form idea, a Christian country, and critics 
should keep their hands off ! 

I:N a speech in the Senate on the 30th 
u)t, Mr. Carlisle denounced the new tariff 
bill as '',an entirely new departure in the 
application of the principle of protection · 
in this country copied from the paternal 
governments of Europe." How true this 
is is not for us to say; but that this coun· 
try is copying from the paternal govern
ments in many things does not admit of a 
doubt. The effort seems to be to make 
the Government everything and individ
uals and States nothing. And in this 
aping of European methods of government 
most of the several States are not one whit 
behind the general Government; paternal
ism is in the air. 

WE are asked by a correspondent to· 
answer the following question :-

If the seventh-day people who now object to 
being compelled to keep Sunday were in the major
ity, would not the fourth commandment, which 
says, "In it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 

· maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that 
is. within thy gates," require them to make laws 
compelling the Sunday people wto keep the seventh 
day? 

Not as we understand the command
ment: ''Within thy gates," means only · 
upon property under your immediate con
trol; n.ot the whole o£ any country. It. is 
the duty of every man to see to it thttt no 

work is d6ne 'on·.his .. owll; .Pie~i}Jsesc;upoll. d_o~s;notj:belong to thee-American religion, 
the day that -he r.egards a.s,· tlr6~ Sa~ba~li ;: .wha(e~£jf, that fuay' be." ·.We are afraid, 
but the commandment gives no warrant howev~~ t~a~~ th-e dri~t is in the dir'ection 
whatever for' Sal)b'ath ~legif1,lati@i~ ~W~ere1 '.\>f~{a religious test :for candidates~· The 
they in the inajdrity, s~venth~dAy' pebple· ~ '(America.n -religion" ·may not as yet be 
. might, like others have done b~fo,rf'; tlwm,·, very clea:HY,''defined, but nobody· knows 
apo~tatj.ze from· \}od ~nd . appeal~ h:>·· tlie- how soon: it; may he,· and how soon men 
State; but in so :doing_ they would p:liove must profess the . ''American creed" in 
recreant to the v~ry principles which they order ,to secure votes. It is certain, how-
now maintain. , , · ever,w:P,en.:thetime does·come every man 

; . who is in politics for office will be a Chris

''THE. National Reform Association," 
says the Union Signal, ''has s.t~rted a 
'Citizens' and Business Men1s: Protest,' 
and requests all. citizens, . especia.lly. those'. 
engaged in active business, to· wrfte to the· 
Columbian Exposition Committee, Chi
cago, using preferably their OW!l printed 
letter hea!ls, and saying simply, 'I join,' 
or 'This firm joins, in the protest against 
th'13 proposed opening of the World's Colum
bian Exposition on the Sabbath:'" It is 
suggested that there are few .towns where 
such letters cannot be secured from a Iha
jority of . the business men. This seems 
very likely, when we remember that the 
boycott is to .be used, if needs. be5 to secure 
Sunday closing of the great Fair. 

. ~ -

THE · following is from the Ohri8tw/n 
Advocate, of this city :-

The religious notices in our Sunday papers quite 
frequently afford suggestive reading: Some of them 
are cheap, frivolous advertisements, and better 
adapted to a Bowery show than a Christian ,church. 
But the desire to get a crowd is iumost a disease 
with some men. Success to them is a matter of 

. camp-stools and extra chairs, and a full church~ 
evidence of genius. It is a matter of profound 
thankfulness that the Methodist ;minl:sters of this 
city are singularly free from blame iri this. matter. 
Perhaps they have the crowd._ already and do not 
require startling topics and sensational head-lines to 
fill their churches. . But churches filled in _this way 
a.re soon emptied, and even when filled, they are 
empty. 

We are glad that the Advocate can say 
that the ministers of the denomination 
which it represents are free from blame in 
this matter. But there is another matter 
in which they are not thus free, .namely, 
in the demand for laws which they imagine 
would drive people to the churches, by 
deprivin:g them of Sunday papers, .a.nd by 
closing to them the various piaces of sec
ular resort. · It is true that rigid Sunday 
laws strict~y enforced might . fill th·e 
churches,, but it is also true th~t ifdilled 
in this way they would still be empty. 

" lNTOLER:AN:CE," says P'Ublic Opinion·
of San Francisco, " should not manifest 
itself in any q'!Ja'rter on the day of' ~lec
tion. The American people, should not 
proscribe any citizen on account of eithe;r 
his nationality or his creed. Particularly 
careful ·should they be not to send a can
didate, who is to the manner born, QU~ of 
their own party because he does not be
long to their church. . It was broadly 
hinted at S(l.n Jose that the delegates from 
tlte interior would have no candidltte· who 

tian ·after the straightest s(3ct of the 
1'American religion'," whatever it happens 
to"be. ·' 

THE real dignity and· worth of a book 
are not always indicated by its title; this 
is true of "Jack the Conqueror," No. 2 of 
"The Young People's Library." The sub
titlB, "Overcoming Difficulties," is, how
ever, really descriptive of ,the book and 

. relieves, in a measure, the somewhat 
unpleasant hfipression created by the more 
sensational appellation. 

• The book contains three stories, all well 
. calculated to 'beget worthy ambitions and 
stimulate to praiseworthy effort. It is 

; probable· th~t none of the narratives are 
unvarnished· recitals of the experiences of 
a single individual, yet they are exceed
higly. t:Hue to life,, and will tend to correct 
rather than give those false views of life 
which are so common in story liooks, and 
so harmful to the young. Altogether, 
"Jack the Conqueror, or Overcoming Diffi
culties" is avery readable and worthy juve
nile book which can be safely placed in the 
ha.11ds of the young. "The Young Peo
ple;s Library" deserves, and should have, 
the support of all who really desire to 
secure unobjectionable reading for their 
children. The numbers are of uniform 
size, style, a.nd price. Each volume con
tains 160 pag~s 5 x "/ inches; the cheaper 
binding is ~fp~r, the more expensive, cloth 
embossed l:Q. Jet and gold. The volumes 
sell for 25, and 50 cents, according to bind
ing. Pacific. Press, New York, N. Y., and 
Oakland, California. 

THE same. cause which restr!'tined the 
vigor, polluted the character of the Church; 
for, being unable immediately. to repress 
its own spiritual weapons, the violent ani
mosities of its ministers, and impatient of 
the gr~gual influence of time and reason, 
iri a 'dark and disastrous moment it had re: 

''course 'to that temporal sword which was 
n<;>t intended for itEl service, and which. it 
hal'! never yet employed without disgrace 
or without impunity.-Waddington. 
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OuR public schools are secular, and 
must ever remain so if religious freedom 
is to abide. Let the churches look to the 
matter ofreligious education; we Presby
terians will .do our part to it, and we ask 
no subsidy. Let, the fathers and mothers 
do ;their part; '' an oun~e of mother is 
worth a pound of priest.'' And .let the 
St::tie attend to its· own business in the 
no~~-sectarian education Qf.thf3 children of 
the;jand.~Rev. Dr. Burren. · 

A 0H1J~CH known to be.;theslave of the 
State would not have much influence with .. . ' 

the mass of the people in· restraining an-
archy and making them good. citizens, and 
politici@!nt) would ever be tempted to turn 
aside the Church from its proper spiritual 
work. The heresy, for it is a heresy, of 
making the Church subservient to the 
State, is Called Erastianism because incul
cated by Erastus, a learned physician in 
Heidelberg toward the end of the sixteenth 
century, who claimed for the civil magis
trate tlle power of exercising discipline 
and of excommunication in the Church.
J(Lmes McCosh, D.D., LL.D., Princton, 
New Jersey. 

THE ·ozar of Ruf;lsia, in the exercise of 
ftis; paternal sovereignty, has ordered the 
Protestant missionaries to leave Russia, 
to cease :proselyting. He has also ordered 
all ·Jews to leave his dQn;iinions, and the 
order is being carried. out, with great se
verity. In the Baltic provinces he is 
crushing ·out Lutheranism and the Ger
man language. It is evident that the 

NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 20, 1890. 

paternal ruler has taken his cue from the 
dethroned Pope, who secured uniformity 
of religion and language by the same 
tyrannical, oppressive means. ·By the 
way, the Czar is. head of the Greek 
Church. This is another fact that illus
trates the folly, or, more properly, the 
crime of uniting Church and State. Pol
itics and religion, when mixed in a ruler, 
bring misery and poverty to the people . 
-Loyal Arnerican. 

Is It Unsectarian? 

PRESIDENT WESTBROOK'S call for the 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
recently held at Portsmouth, Ohio, con
tained the following statement, which we 
wish to examine a little in the light of the 
Congress itself, and of the official utter
ances ·made there :-

The American Secular Union is strictly unsecta
rian and non-partisan in both religion and politics· 
It is not, either publicly or privately, committed to 
the advancement of any system of religious belief 
or disbelief, but heartily welcol!les all persons, of 
whatever faith, to its membership, on the basis of 
" no union of Church a~;td State. " The word " sec· 
ular" is here used in the· broadest sense, as applied to 
the State, and not to apy system ofreligious phi
losophy. 

The object of the Union is thus stated, . 
by Mr. Westbrook, in the same call:-

Its object is to secure the total separation of 
Church and State, in fact and in form, to the end 
that equal rights in religion, genuine morality in 
politics, and freedom; virtUe, and brotherhood be 
established, protected, and perpetuated. 

With this we have no fault to find. On 
the contrary we hold that this is a worthy 
object. We fear, however, that instead 
of being the object it is only an object, 
and possibly a secondary object at that. 
In giving an account of the opening of 
the Portsmouth Congress, the Truth Seeker 
says:-

The hall was :filled to hear J. L. Treuthart wel
come his fellow - Fre~thinkers. The Portsmouth 
Union, he said, welcomed the Congress as a child 
receives a visit of a parent. There was also a large 
public sentiment favoring the objects of the Union. 
He also welcomed the Union on behalf of the school 
children who were entitled to know that facts never 
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contradict truth. For two thousand years the as
tronomers had been making almanacs, and. calcu
lating eclipses and ot;her movements of the heavenly 
bodies. What would become of astronomy, he 
asked, if some Joshua could take hold of the spokes 
of the wheel of time and stop the revolution of the 
earth? 

Now we do not deny Mr. Treuthart's 
right to say just what he pleases about 
the story of Joshua; but why he should 
address a '' strictly unsectarian " Congress 
in that manner does not seem clear. Nor 
do we understand what it has to do with 
the separation of Church and State. How
ever, this was unofficial, and we will leave 
it for something from one of the officers 
of the Union. In her official address, the 
Corresponding Secretary, Miss Ida Crad
dock, said:-

At this time the American Secular Union is con
fronted with two distinct lines of policy from 
which to choose. One is the policy which it has 
steadily maintained during the past year, of strict 
non-partisanship in religious matters, and open
handed hospitality to all who believe in total sep· 
aration of Church and State, whether the applicant 
for membership be Deist or Atheist, Freethinker or 
Churchman. 

The other policy looks further than the mere 
separation of Church and State. It demands per
petual and unflinching hostility to the Christian re
ligion, and ap aggre:;;sive warfare whose aim is 
finally to cripple the Church, if not to kill it off 
entirely. 

This states that there are two lines of 
policy, but is non-committal as to which 
one the Union lias adopted; nor does it 
say which one Miss Craddock herself 
thinks the better one. The following 
from the same address, however, supplies 
the lack, and is a declaration of war on 
religion:-

But my great concern is: How shall we reach 
the young? How shall we save them from falling 
into that religious superstition which puts the cross 
higher. than their moral duty as good citizens, and 
which teaches them to consider what the Church 
sneeringly calls ''mere morality " as of little ac
count in the sight of the Deity whom they worship? 

How shall we fit them to take the 
vacant places in the Liberal ·ranks- places left 
vacant almost monthly by the death of our gl·ay
haired veterans? 

That is, " How shall we" (the Secular 
Union1 of course) "make infidels of the 
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children ? " And this in the face of the 
statement of the President that the Union 
is ~UI).~ectarian and "not either publicly or 
privately comll).itteQ. to the advancment of 
any . system of religious belief or dis.be- · 
lief." 

Nor is this all; Miss Craddock's subject 
was '' Organization," and she not only 
pointed out work to be done by the Union, 
but she proposed plans. The following is 
one of them :-

Personally, I should like to see established through
out the countryFreethought Sunday-schools, where 

·children could be saved on Sunday from the allure
ments of the Church. We may be quite sure that, 
if we don't look out for our children on that day, 
the Church will draw them in. 

Now we have no fault to find with this 
plan, nor with Miss Craddock for pro
posing it. The Secular Union lias just 
the same right to teach infidelity that we 
have to teach Christianity; but they have 
no right to do it and at the same time 
in.'list that the Union is unsectarian, and 
that it "is not committed to the advance
ment of any system of belief or unbelief." 

We are surprised at the attitude of the 
Secular Union, and especia1ly are we sur
prised at the. Corresponding Secretary, 
who at anothet stage of the meeting, 
said:-

The policy of strict non-sectarianism in religion, 
which we have zealously striven to maintain during 
the past year, is already bearing good fruit, not
withstanding the gloomy prophecies of some few of 
our more radical friends throughout the country. 
By adopting a moderate and persuasive tone, we 
have succeeded in getting our principles advertised 
prominently in several of the leading Christian 
papers of the country, thus bringing our ideas be
fore thousands of Chu1'ch people who would not 
otherwise have known how very reasonable are the 
demands .we make; and we have some more work 
of the same sort in hand now, of which we are not 
at liberty to speak. 

So long as the Secular Union remained 
purely a secular affair, there was no rea
son why Christian journals should not 
advertise its principles, for "secularism" 
ll'.leans, "The state or quality of being 
secular; " and '' secular " means, '' Per
taining to this present world, or to things 
not spiritual or holy." "Secularism" is 
not, therefore, a synonym for infidelity, 
and very many Christians and some 
Christian papers are secularists, that is, 
they believe in keeping Church and State 
entirely separate; and to this end they 
can co-operate with all who are laboring 
for the same object; but every Christian 
and every Christian paper must defend 
the Christian religion when it is attacked, 
or else cease to be Christian. It follows 
that when as an organization, the Secular 
Union proposes to strike down Christian
ity, it cuts off the co-operation of all Chris
tians. 

And not only so, but by assuming such 
an attitude as this, the Secular Union is 
strengthening the hands of the National 
Reformers, for they virtually say that did 
they believe in Christianity they too would 
b~ National Reformers. That·is, opposing 

State recognit-ion of religion because they 
do not believe in religion is only to say 
that did they believe in religion they 
would favor such recognition. They thus 
abandon the broad principle of religious 
liberty, the common ground upon which 
the purest Christians and the most pro- . 
nounced infidels have in the past fought 
side by side for their God-given rights, 
and assent that the question instead of 
being one of inalienable human rights is 
one of fact. But to this we can never 
agree- We maintain that the truth or 
falsity of the Christian religion has noth
ing whatever to do with this question. 
This we believe to be the only consistent 
position, and to take any other is to aban
don the principle of religious liberty and 
concede that the whole matter is only a 
question of majorities. 

We hope to say more upon this subject 
next week; at which time we shall exam-. 
ine some of President Westbrook's reasons 
for opposing the reading of the Bible in 
schools supported by the State. We shall 
likewise have something to say about the 
proposed manual for the teaching of mo-
rality in the public schools. c. P. B. 

Why We Oppose Sunday Laws. 

WE object to Sunday laws not because 
they require the observance of that par
ticular day but because of the principle 
involved. Sunday laws are wrong, they 
work hardship and injustice, they tend to 
destroy free heart service to God, thus 
making hypocrites. For these and similar 
reasons we oppose and would oppose all 
such measures. Disguise their motive as 
they may by ple_as for a rest day for the 
laboring man, the fact remains that the 
great majority of those who desire such 
laws make the demand because they regard 
Sunday as a sacred day. Therefore the 
passage of a Sunday law is State interfer
ence in religion:;; matters and involves the 
judicial decision of religious questions. It 
follows that by enacting such laws the 
State usurps a prerogative of God. And 

. not only so, but Sunday laws are unjust to 
man. There are in every State, and in
deed in almost every neighborhood, three 
classes, namely, (1) Christians who regard 
Sunday religiously, (2) Christians who do 
not regard Sunday, but who do regard the 
seventh day, and (3) non-religious persons 
who regard all days alike. Sunday laws 
necessarily discriminate between these 
classes. If, as is sometimes the case, the 
seventh- day Christians are exempted 
from the provisions of the law, then it is 
a fact that they are favored above others 
simply because they are Christians. They 
are granted certain privileges on account 
of their religion, a~d that is contrary to 
the spirit of American institutions. If 
they are not exempted and are required 
to obey the law and refrain from Sunday 
work, they are deprived of one-sixth of 

their God-given time for conscience' sake. 
But in any event the non-religious are 
forced to observe, to some extent, a relig
ious institution in which they have no 
faith. C. P. B. 

Memorials of 1829;..30. No. 1. 

A MEMORIAL FROM SENATOR BLAIR'S STATE. 

IN the interesting Sunday agitation of 
1829-30, petitions, both for and against the 
discontinuance of Sunday mails, were sent 
to Congress from all parts of the country. 
Considerable interest was aroused, and 
even in Congress politicians were found to 
champion both causes. Several reports 
were written ; but the most influential, 
and the ones receiving the approbation of 
Congress, were those written by Colonel 
Johnson, of Kentucky, afterwards Vice
President of the United States. 

As the same question has been again in
troduced in our National Assembly by 
Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, whose 
Sunday Bill is now in the committee rooms 
of Congress, perhaps some of the old docu
ments which aided so materially in the 
defeat of Sunday legislation sixty years 
ago, wi11 be of interest to the readers of 
THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. The first I 
shall send you is a memorial from Senator 
Blair's own State.' It reads as follows: -
To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled: 

The subscribers, citizens of the United States, and 
inhabitants of Portsmouth, in the county of Rock
ingham, and State of New Hampshire, having been 
informed that petitions have been, and are about to 
be presented to Congress by many of our fellow
citizens, in various sections of the country, praying 
that the transportation of the mail upon the first day 
of the week may be discontinued, we beg 'leave re
spectfully to remonstrate against granting the prayer 
of said petitioners, for the following, among other 
reasons: 

We believe that the measure proposed by said 
petitioners, if carried into effect, would operate un
favorably upon the interests of the Post-office De
partment, and would occasion much inconvenience ' 
to our citizens generally.; that it would wholly fail 
of effecting its avowed object, and would, in the 
end, injure rather than promote the cause of true 
religion; that, however pure and patriotic may have 
been the motives in which it originated, the measure 
has found its support among a majority of its friends 
more in their zeal than in their knowledge: yet we 
cannot but regard the steps they are taking as 
movements hostile to the liberties of the people, and 
we are persuaded that the original 'movers of the 
measure designed it as a stepping-stone to more sen
sible inroads upon our religious privileges. By 
establishing the principle it involves, they hope 
to silence remonstrance against their future enter
prises, and contend success~ully with weapons fur
nished them by Congress. 

The supporters of the measure are sufficiently 
protected in their worship, and in the enjoyment of 
their religious privileges, by the laws of their r~ 
spective States, and this is all they have a right to 
demand ; while others are not permitted to disturb 
them, they should not,· as we humbly conceive, be 
permitted to disturb others; they have not, to our 
knowledge, been appointed by the Almighty the 
defenders of his honor, or the avengers of his injuries. 
The experience of all ages fully testifies the deplor
able consequences of arming religion with the power 
of the lawH. Church and State wer~; neve~· tlflitt>d,. 
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but the nrticles of their union were subseqttently 
seltl~d with blood. . 

Iii. a~ enlightened cotnmv,rlity, blessed with free 
and liberal' institutions, religious despotism can only 
be es.tablished irisen8ibly; and :by degrees. Every 
approacl~ to it should be vigilantly guarded against 
b1J the Gove,rnment. Knowingt~at i:p. all ages, down 
to the present time, the clergy have been enterpris
in~·and ~,t'lribitious,' seizing eagei'iy upon power, and 
exercising: it without reason and without mercy, it 
would be arrogance in .those of .the, present age .to 
claim an exemption from similal.· propensities ; and, 
even were ,tlwy·to claim it, their .;lain;t would not 
b('). cr~~litei by • ca~eful 1 

observers of 'their conduct. 
WHen we consider the number; t:ilents, and influence 
of this body of ·men, their zeal and activity, the in
timate uuiqn tbat e:l<:ists among them, ·and the con
cent with which all their movements are accom
p~i~hed ; tlte as'to~ishing credulity of many of their 
adllerents { the support they del'ive from numerous 
religious corporations and sodieties, 'rapidly increas

. i:iig in nutn:bel'lfand in wealth ; the almost unlimited 
c;ontrot'which they exercise •over our colleges and 
o~l\e:r \ite~~W inf,\titutiqnf~, with_ no pow(3r but tP.e 
lajs, which they are ambitious to control, to watch 
or che~k them.,-w;e see reason to 'dread even their 
uhassis~e'd -~ffQrts to dJprl.ve lis of our liberties ; but 
especiallf should \ye depredte • arming them . with 
powers which proper!~ belong only to the people 
ani) the, rp.lers , of their choi\)e-powe1·s, like in 
otl\er daye, to tread on the :p.eqks of kings, dictate 
laws to nations, lt~d murder miliions with impunity. 
lY(l cannot shttt our eyes to the visible fact that the 
clergy are the prime mi:ivers, the life and soul of the 
mw,sure prayed for by the petitioner.s. 

With these views and feelings, we deem it our 
sacred duty respectfully but solemnly, to remon
strate against the measure prayed for by said peti
tioners, an:d we feel conscious that in so doing we 
.~hall best subserve the cause of true religion and the 
interests of our beloved country.* 

These reasons, urged so forcibly' and so 
successfully against Sunday legislation 
sixty years ago, are equally applicable to
day. What was the "life and soul" of that 
movement, is the "life a1;1d ·soul" of the 
present movement-'-and now, as then, the 
m0ve is simply a stepping-stone to further 
legislation in the same line. 

W.A. BLAKELY. 

University of Michigan. 

Is the State Supreme? 

A GO~RESPONDENT sends us a long de
fense of. Sunday laws, .from which we 
take the following extra<(lt :-

The question involves nothip.g more not less 
t'!lan the. conscience of the i:p.dividual in conflict 
with the will of the State, and 'the decision hereto
fo~e by eminent jurists, has been, tqat "the State 
must not ,waver." Why ? Because "the State is 
supreme:" If the wilLof the State is to be bandied 
about ''by eve~y, wind of doctrine," th.en it will ,be 
nlain to every ~~asoning mind, th,e State can never 
proceed upon any well-regulated system of law, 
and "without system there can be no rule of ac
tion," ',V'hich will not do for a State. Well, but, 
you will now say. the, State has nothing to do with 
conscience. Indeed l .I have just shown that where 
the will of the State is opposed by the conscience of 
the individual '' the State must not waver." 

Certainly "the questicni is nothing more 
nor less than the consci~nce of the indi
viqual in conflict with 'the will of the 
State;" it does not follo1\", however, that 
"the State must not wavel:." In its legiti
mate sphere " the State is supreme and 
must not waver;" but the domain of con-

*Published. by autho.rlty of Congress Jn 18M. 

science is a domain that the Stat.e has no 
right to invade. By "conscience," we 
mean, as defined by Webster, "the fac-

. ulty, power, or principle which decides 
on .the lawfulness or unlawfulness of our 
actions [the divine law being the stand
ard], and approves or condemns them." 

This domain, we say, t.he State has no 
right to invade; and it needs no extended 
argument to prove this proposition. It. 
h~s been truly said of civil government., 
that "the domain which it invades it 
dominates; the jur,isdiction which it takes 
it keeps." This fact alone should forever 
exclude it from the sacred precincts of the 
soul, for no man can ever surrender his 
conscience to the keeping of another and 
maintain his .own self-respect, to say noth
ing of his loyalty to his God. 

Governments have in past ages assumed 
to dominate the realm .of conscience; 
the sequel is the history of the Inquisition. 
The thumbscrew, the rack, and the fagot 
are inseparable from the theory advocated 
by our correspondent. He may affirm 
that he would not carry it so far as that, 
but it is impossibl~ for him_ to stop short 
of it without abandoning his theory. It 
is for this reason that we oppose all Sun
day laws; they are the beginnings of in
tolerance; they necessarily trench upon the 
most sacred right of man, namely, the 
right to worship (which carries with it 
the right not to worship) just as seemeth 
him good. 

S1,1nday is, and always was, a religious 
festival. It was originally sacred to the 
worship of the sun god, and is now very 
generally regarded as commemorating the 
resurrection of Christ, and is by many 
held to be the Sabbath. If it were not 
regarded as sacred there would be no de
mand for laws enforcing its observance. 
It is therefore a matter that the State has 
no right to touch. 

It is true that the friends of Sunday 
legislation have learned wisdom by past 
experience, and endeavor as. much as pos
sible to keep in the background the fact 
that their motive is religious, but they 
can n,ever get away from the facts.. They 
demand a "civil Sabbath;" but what they 
mean is a religious Sabbath enforced by 
civil law. Mr. Crafts himself says: "Take 
the religion out and you take the rest 
out;" and right 

1 
in har~ony with this 

utterance is the following " plank " from 
the platform of the Pennsylvania Prohibi
tionists:-

The Sabbath must be preserved by the due en
forcement of existing laws .and the speedy enact
ment of such additional legislation as may be 
necessary to insure its due observance. 

The words "Sabbath" and "due ob
servance" are. not civil, or secular, but 
religious terms, and the thought back of 
them was a religious thought. It is not 
physical rest but spiritual worship that 
is .the object of Sunday laws. The plea 
that "all mus.t rest or none can," is neg
atived by the fact that thousands do rest 

upon days when the majority are at work. 
All told, our country contaii1s probably 
fifty thousand seventh-day Christians, who 
conscientiously and habitually rest upon 
the seventh day, the busiest day of ail the 
week, and they :find no difficulty in doing 
so, and desire no law compelling others to 
rest at the same time. 

Again, this is a question with which 
majorities and minorities have nothing to 
do. The rights of a single individual are 
just as sacred, and should be just as care
fully guarded as the rights of a multi
tude. The State properly protects from 
interruption religious meetings upon every 
day; and it very properly does the same 
for other meetings. Such laws are right, 
they apply to all people and to all days, 
but laws setting apart certain days for 
religious 1_Jurposes and stopping on those 
days all the ordinary avocations of life, 
are opposed to the spirit of our institu
tions, and to the spirit of true Christianity; 
and should be opposed alike by the patriot 
and by the Christian. 

This is the principle upon which we 
stand; we could not, with our understand
ing of the word of God, do otherwise and 
maintain our Christian integrity. 

C. P. B. 

Is It Personal Rights or Selfishness? 

THE Young Men's Era, of Chicago, in 
an article relative to the opening of the 
World's Fair on Sunday, says:-

Much of the outcry against the enforcement of 
laws pertaining to Sabbath observance, the .Bible in 
the public schools, etc., is based on the claim of in
terference with personal rights and religious con
victions. Is it not about time the rights and relig
ious convictions of the other side shall be taken 
into consideration ? Shall there not be 'some asser
tion that the rights of the Christian people in this 
country, rights and privileges which we have in
herited from our forefathers, and that are vouch
safed to us by the laws of the land, shall be re
spected? 

This is another instance of the prevailing 
ignorance of what constitutes personal 
rights. The idea seems to obtain quite 
g@nerally that the rights of different peo
ple always clash, and that for one class of 
people to have their rights, another class 
must yield theirs. This is a great mist!.J,ke. 
Human rights are equal. If no man 
grasps more than ·he has a right to, every 
man will have all that he has a right to. 
Take the case of Sunday rest. It is stated 
that every man has a right to it. That is 
true, if he wants it; and it is just as true 
that every man has a right not to rest if 
he does not want to. The right of choice 
implies the right of refusal. If a man 
has not the right to refuse to do a certain 
thing, then he has no right to choose to do 
it; it is then no longer a matter of right, 
but of compulsion, and in that case the 
rights of some are certain to be trampled 
upon. 

Moreover, the right of one man to refuse 
to do a certain thing does not interfere 
with the right of another to do it. The 
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fact that one man does not observe Sunday, 
does not interfere in the least with the right 
of another man to keep it. The fact that 
one man objects to hearing the Bible read, 
or to having his children hear it read, does 
not in the leas.t interfere with the right of 
another man to read it for himself, and to 
his children. So the opening of the Fair 
on Sunday will not in the least degree in
terfere with the personal rights and relig
ious convictions of those who regard Sun
day as the Sabbath, since none will be 
compelled to visit it on that day. On the 
other hand, to refuse to have it opened on 
that day would seriously interfere with 
the right of thousands who have no con
scientious scruples in regard to the day, 
and who cannot see the Exposition on any 
other day, yet who have as much right to 
see it as others have; and whiM these are 
being deprived of a right, those who re
gard Sunday religiously win not be having 
anything added to their rights and privi
leges, since the closing of the Fair will not 
enable them to rest or go to church any 
better than if it were open. 

In these days professed Christians have 
need to beware lest they confuse personal 
rights and selfishness, and while they 
deprive others of what is their right, 
add nothing to themselves.-Signs of the 
Times. 

Danger to Our Civil Institutions. 

THE' common sense of the people sees 
very plainly that if religious instruction 
is introduced, the school system as it is 
cannot ·remain. It will be broken up and 
church schools substituted. There will be 
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, and infidel 
schools, and each division will have to 
support its own. The proposition has 
been made that the school fund be dis
tributed among Catholics and Protest
ants according to their numbers; but the 
State can make no such religious discrimi
nation. A great part of the population, 
also, are of no religious belief and convic
tions, and the number of Jewish children 
in the schools is large, much larger pro
portionately than the number of. Jews in 
town. Neither is there any agreement 
among Protestants as to what is the true 
religion to teach. Schools that would suit 
Episcopalians would not suit Baptists and 
Methodists. If there is to be any religious 
instruction, each party will demand that 
it be after its own tenets. Each wants to 
hold its own children in its own fold, for 
on them chiefly depends the perpetuation 
of its strength. 

The only way to escape discord is to 
, keep the instruction purely secular, and 

it is the only course consistent with our 
theory of Government. Otherwise we 
should have to give up the public school 
system altogether, and turn over educa
tion to private enterprise wholly. If there· 
were as much dissatisfaction with this di
vorce of religion among parents generally 
as there is among theologians, such a 

result would be unavoidable. The people 
would not support the public schools. But 
the census every autumn shows that there 
is no such popular discontent. In spite 
of many Catholic and Protestant parish 
schools, the public school-houses are not 
large enough and numerous enough to hold 
the children who are sent to them. The 
great mass of the people seem to take no 
interest in the discussion which is so act
ive in many religious quarters. They are 
not disturbed because religion is out of 
the schools.-New York Sun. 

Christian Morality. 

IN reply to our advice to "read .the 
twelfth chapter of Paul's 'Epistle to the 
Romans,' to learn what practical Bible 
Christianity is," the Truth Seeker devotes 
nearly a page to an attempt to discredit 
the· Scriptures, and after quoting a num, 
ber of texts which infidels generally re
gard as objectionable, says:-

We trust that our religious contemporary will be 
kind enough to say whether it approves of the 
practical Bible Christianity outlined in the passages 
we have quoted; and if it does not to say why. 

Space forbids any extended answer to 
the Truth Seeker's effort. It is not the 
mission of this paper to discuss Bible 
truth, further than it bears directly upon 
the proper relations of Church and State. 
Nevertheless, believing that· a courteous 
question demands a candid reply, we will 
say that THE SENTiNEL is a Christian 
paper, and that its editors heartily accept 
the Scriptures as the revealed will of God. 
We do not, however, accept the interpre
tation put by infidels upon the texts quoted 
by our Lafayette Place contemporary. 
For instance, t.he Truth Seeker says:-

In chapter twelve of the ' Epistle to the Romans,' 
Paul recommends honesty (ver. 17); but in the third 
chapter he says :-

For if the truth of God hath more abounded thro~h my lie 
unto his glory, why yet am I also judged as a sinner?' 

Perhaps Paul was trying to make the truth of 
God abound when he recommended the providing 
of honest things; for he admits to the Corinthians 
that he caught them with guile (2 Cor. 12: 16). 
That, we suppose, is "practical Bible Christianity," 
as the vote buying, slandering of opponents, and 
deception of the people nowaday!! by Christian 
statesmen is '' praotical politics." 

We dislike to impute to anybody wrong 
motives, but in ~his case we can scarcely 
think that the; editor of the Truth Seeker 
does not know that Paul wa~ .arguing 
against the very thing of which infidels 
accuse him, namely, of doing evil that 
good might come. The apostle says that 
this was '' slanderously :reported" of him 
then; and it seems that some are still 
circulating the same old slander. 

Of guile, Webster says: "Craft; cun
ning; artifice; duplicity; deceit ;-usually 
in a bad sense." But the apostle does not 
use it in a bad sense; indeed, he. did not 
use the word " guile " at all, but a word 
meaning "artifice." The Diaglott renders 
it: "I did not burden you; but being 
cunning, I took ·you by., artifice." Paul 

simply used good judgment in dealing 
with men; he combined the wisdom of the 
serpent with the harmlessness of the dove. 
This is well illustrated by his sermon on 
Mars Hill (ACts 17: 22-31); instead of 
preaching to them from the Jewish Script
ures, he tqok :fo~ his text an inscription on 
one of thei:z: own altars a,nd quoted to them 
their own poets; it was thus tbat Paul · 
used guile. 

The difficulties which the Trtdh Seeker 
finds in the other texts cited are only 
imaginary, as we have shown them to be 
in Rom. 3: 7 and 2 Cor. 12: 16, and we 
must still insist that it is unjust for that 
paper to charge upon Christianity all the 
faults of much of that which .to-day is 
called Christianity. Men professing to be 
Christians are guilty of "vote buying, 
slanderi11g of opponents, and deception of 
the people," but they are not Bible Chris
tians, and we want the Truth Seeker to 
recognize the fact. The Bible standard 
of morals is . infinitely higher than is the 
practice of many who call themselves 
Christians. The Truth Seeker may. deny 
this, but fortunately its ipse dixit does 
not make true that which it asserts. The 
idea that Christianity is immoral is nega
tived not only by the facts, but by the 
admission of infidels themselves; and it 
is too 'late· in the history of the world for 
unbelievers to oppose the religion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ because it is immoral. 
The world knows better; and we think 
that the Truth Seeker must certainly know 
better too. c. P. B. 

The Public Schools. 

IT is not the business of the public 
schools to give a complete education, or 
even an approximation thereto. The prin
ciples upon which they are founded is 
simply to ·go so far· as within reasonable 
limitations, may be deemed necessary for 
the protection and safety of the State. 
Beyond this we have no business to go. 
Religion is an individual want or realiza
tion, which pertains to the individual 
alone, or, distinct from his rights and 
duties, as represented in the State-a part 
of which he i!'!, and in all of which he 
bears a responsible share, over and above 
any allegiance which he owes to his own 
spiritual nature or the religious powers 
which re!?rese. nt this element in the ec
clesiastical organism which gives form 
and force to the outward acts of man. 

If there are any deficiencies they should 
be supplied in sonie other way. If relig
ion could be taught, it should be taught 
by the church, where each can be repre
sented in its own way, and where each 
can · be cared for without interference 
from the other. The public school is the 
creature of the State, and the State, in this 
country, is inherently and distinctively 
republican. So that if you want to set 
aside or modify the school,· in this respect, 
to suit the special religious views of any 
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sect or church, the first thing will be to 
break down the principle upon which 
they rest. That is, republic~n govern· 
ment. If that is legitimatt;J and right they 
must stancl intact, and perform their duties· 
in perfect harmony therewith. And, in 
this respect, there can be :il,o distinction. 
All are equal and all are entitled to re
ceive whatever education may be legiti
mate with this end in view. 
· Therefor~, it must be common, in which 

all agree, as far as it goes~ And hence 
all who agree in republican government 
must be supplied with an education that 
simply conforms therewith, And so the 
schools being creatures of the State, which 
is itself secular, must be of a secular char~ 
acter; and their secular character must 
not be tampered with or encroached upon 
by any religious body, Catholic or Prot~ 
.estant. 

The public schools are for all creeds, or 
no creed_;Catholic, Protestant, or Agnos
tic; for all nationalities, n&tive-born and 
foreign-for the American, the Irishman, 
the German or Italian. This makes them 
iinpartial; secular and comprehensive. No 
other system can exist in this country so 
long as it is republican in manner and 
forr:n.-The National View. 

Work of the Church. 

IN matters of political · economy the 
church is· not authorized to expound 
God's will. Every time she has tried 
it she has done no end of mischief, 
and never any good. Our' Lord refused 
to be a judge in the distribution of prop~ 
erty, and he never gave to.his church an 
authority he would not assume for him
self. What Jesus. did was to forbid op
pression,· but what oppression was in a 
particular case he did not decide. Solomon 
might have done that, Caiaphas might do 
that, but it was not for Him to do it. He 
asserted principles of love, unselfishness, 
order, but particular cases under those 
principles he never decided., He cried out 
for justice; mercy, and tru:th, but which 
brother had the right on his side was for 
the civil courts to determine. Who made 
me a.judge ov~r you? What right have 
I to decide these questions ? · 

There is the guiding lightfor the Church 
in all ages. It lays down great principles, 
but it throws upon men the responsibility 
of deciding what is best arid right under 
those principles. In the old slavery days 
in this country it wali the duty of the 
Church tospeak about the iniquity of hu
man bondage, to speak of the sacredness 
of man, but it left men to qecide how that 
iniquity was to be abrogated. It had no 

· right to say that its members should go to 
the polls and vote with one political party 
as agai11st the other. It is its duty to talk 

. aboht the· evils of intemperance, to urge 
men to sobriety in every possible way, but 
it has no right to say because a certain 
governor is commonly believed to be in 

league with the saloons that no man can 
be a Christian and vote for him, nor has 
it any right to bind all its members to 
vote for prohibition or high license. The 
Lutherans of Illinois, according to recent 
papers, are making a political issue, fight
ing out at the polls a certain matter which 
they think nearly concerns them, and in 
my view it is a great mistake.-Rev. John 
K. Allen, in Christian at Work. 

Let the Verdict Hasten. 

IT is well that the case of R. M. King, 
Seventh-day Adventist, of Obion County, 
Tenn., is to be carried to the Supreme 
Court 0f the United States for adjudica
tion. It will be remembered that he was 
heavily fined in the lower court for quietly 
working on his farm on Sunday; and that· 
his defense as a Sabbath-keeper was dis
regarded. The decision has been sus
tained by the higher courts in the State, 
and hence the final appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the Nation. There have been 
several similar cases in which Seventh
day Adventists, and Seventh-day Baptists 
have been thus persecuted. Prejudice 
and ignorance have thus combined to pro
duce a state of things like that which ex
isted in the Middle Ages. Such cases 
denote a revival of the bigotry which 
burned· Protestants and Papists in the 
stormy days of the English Reformation. 
It seems incredible that such things can 
be in the last decade of the nineteenth -cen
tury. They are part and parcel of the 
new crusade represented by the American 
Sabbath Union, and the attempt to save 
the failing fortunes of Sunday by civil 
law. We are glad that the highest tribu
nal of the Nation is to pass upon this case. 
Every Sabbath-keeper .is directly involved 
in the results which are likely to flow from 
that decision. The whole status of the 
Sunday laws of the United States is also 
likely to be much affected, pro or con, by 
the verdict of the court. Let that verd~ct 
hasten.-Sabbath (Baptist) Recorder. · 

Let the Churches Teach Religion. 

THE unsectarianism of our public school· 
system is the secret of its-whole power, so 
that to sectarianize it would be to utterly 
deliitroy it. It is an American axiom that 
the perpetuity of our civil and religious 
freedom depends on a complete severance 
of Church and State. No loyal American 
who is acquainted with the theory and 
history of our Government will question 
that postulate for a moment. The First 
Amendment to our national Constitution 
is in these words: '' Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of 
religion." That settles the matter. Our 
public schools must be carried on consist
ently with that idea; there must be no 
sectarianism there; there must be no "es
tablishment of religion" in coimection 
with any of our national institutions; 

certainly notin the public schools, where 
children are being trained for citizenship 
at the public expense. · 

I believe in parochial schools.· We have 
hundreds of Presbyterian schools, and the 
Baptists have hundreds more, but these 
are not sustained at the public expense, 
We expect to go on teaching the West
minster Confession of Faith in our denom
inational schools, but we have not the 
brazen effrontery to ask the common
wealth to foot the bills. If we choose to 
have a Presbyterian dance we will pay 
the piper with Presbyterian money. And 
that, too, while loyally supporting the 
non-sectarian public schools .. There is 
room for both. The public schools, how
ever, must always and everywhere be of 
such a character that parents may send 
their children to them with a definite as
surance that their rights of conscience 
shall not be violated by the propaganda 
of any sect. Only so can our religions 
freedom be protected and secured for com
ing days.-Rev. Dr. Burrell. 

German Lutherans and the English 
Language. 

SoME alarm has been felt in some parts of 
theW est lest through the influence of paro- · 
chial schools the rising generation should be 
kept in ignorance of the English language. 
We regard this fear as utterly groundless. 
How German Lutherans themselves look 
at the question will be seen from the fol
lowing article from the Vindicator, a 
Lutheran paper, published in Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania:-

The opinion is freely expressed on all 
hands that the German language in this 
country will, sooJ}.er or later, die out. At 
the meeting of the Kansas District of the 
Missouri Synod, in Atchison, Kansas, last 
September, this opinion was expressed
not by young men and unthinking enthu
siasts-but by aged men of wide and va
ried experience. Everybody seems to be
come gradually reconciled to the inevitable; 
so then all that remains to be done is to 
draw the legitimate conclusions and to act 
upon the hint. 

Well, then, if that comes to pass what 
the wisest among us predict and concede 
to be inevitable, what is to become of our 
German Lutheran Church? Shall it die 
with the language? Perish the thought! 
No true Lutheran can bear even to think 
of such a thing! And yet this mUI'!t in
evitably be the fate of the church unless 
sufficient provision is made to preach our 
doctrines in the English language. Or are 
we waiting for the precise moment when 
the climax shall have been reached, then 
all at once make German congregations 
English ? We all know that such a thing 
is impossible. A change like the one in 
question must be accomplished gradually. 
There will be no discharge of artillery to 
warn us of the necessity of a change. No 



366 THE AMERICAN SENrl'INEL. 

angel will appear to tell us; "'now is the 
time, up and change your tactics!'' We arec 
bidden to read th~ signs of · the 'times. 
Some of the German churches :being emp
tied of young people ought tb be sign suf
ficient that the time has come. Therefore 
we believe that English Lutheran congre
gations should be established wherever q,n 
opportunity offers. If we will not do so now 
the opportunity may be past by the time 
we are ready to act. Difficulties ? · Cer
tainly the work is difficult, but so is all 
work worthy the effort of an honest man 
and a Christian. We canriot· say that it 
is impossible, for we have not yet made an 
earnest and vigorous effort. We ·ought not 
to complain of small success, because, be
ing new in the work we naturally make 
many mistakes. But then the Lord has not 
promised us brilliant success, nor any cer
tain degree of success ; but has said that 
his word, if preached faithfully shall not 
remain without fruits, and that ought to 
be sufficient for us. · 

Some will fear the danger that English 
Lutheran congregations will swerve from 
the st;1ndard of trll,e Lutherap.ism. If this 
hitherto has sometimes happened, it is not 
to be wondered at. For they were exposed 
more than the German congregations to the 
influence of the sects around them, while 
they had but few truly Lutheran books and 
papers. . But this. ought not to discourage 
us, but ra:ther act as an incentive to vigor
ous exertions in order that we may make 
the writings of the fathers of our church 
accessible to English speaking people. ·And 
when that has once been accomplished; 
doubt not th:at·there will be as good En
glish Lutheranism as there ever was in 
any other language. 

The work may not be exactly such as 
we would choose were a _choice left open. 
But it is thrust upon us, and seeing that it 
is,. as all admit, either an English Lu
theran Church or no Lutheran Church at 
all ·in this country, shall we any longer 
rest content with weak, half-hearted, ten
tative efforts? . Will we continue to allow 
ourselves to be pushed and forced by dire 
necessity and by the force • of. circum
stances ? In several cases the opportunity 
was just slipping away from us before we 
were aroused. Already, in several places 
we are too late-not too late to do. any. 
good, but too late for the greatest measure 
o£ good. When the most favorable oppor
tunity had passed then we arrived upon 
the · scene: Too late! May it ·never be 
the fate of the Lutheran Church, nor of 

. any section of it, to say of the performance 
of her duties---:-too late!. 

'' WHEREVER religion organized in any 
church has sought or consented to receive 
any allil:mce with the civil power, it has 
corrupted her purity and shorn her of 
her skength, ,and .it will be so till the end 
of time." 

NA.'T'l:ONA:J.., i. 
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We qe}leve ~n temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

cnrs·e to society. 
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We deny the right of any civil. government to legislate on 

religious q ues tlons. . _ 
We believe it Is ~he right and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worsh1p acc,ording to the dictates of hi& own con-
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We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable m!lllnS .to prevent religious legi~latJon by the civil 
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"Songs of Freedom." 

IN the recent call for poems designed 
for use in '.'Songs of Freedom," the time 
was. limited tO. November 10; but as cir
cumstances render the publication of the 

·book impossible before th~ iatter part. of 
January, the time is extended to December 
10, before w:hich date all competing poems-
must be received. J. 0. CoRLISS. 

THE News-Banner, of Troy, Tennessee, 
in its issue of November 6, publishes the 
following \tern:-

Robert M. King, the Seventh-day Adventist, who 
was tried in the circuit court, and sentenced-to pay
a seventy-five dollar fine for working on Sunday, 

. and who appealed to the State Supreme O;mrt, and 
had the decision affirmed, is in trouble. 
La~ye~· Richardson, of Dyersburg, is going to 

appeal the case to 'the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and has telegraphed to get Don. M. Dickin
son, Post-master General under the Cleveland ad
mthistration, to take charge of the case. . 

The time has come when King must pay the 
seventy-five dollar fine or go to jail. He says that 
it is religious persecution, and that he will go to 
jail b!Jfore he Will· pay one cent. King :is ·now in 
charge of Sheriff Jackson, awaiting ·the- result of
Colonel Richardson's efforts towards securing an 
appeal; 

Mr. King writes a very interesting per
sonal letter .. from the O:b~on .OoUJ1ty Jail, 

· at Troy, narrating his experiences in, con
fin\3ment, his opportunities for conversa
tio.n o,n BibFca~ ~ruth, etc .. He, says of 
those who hf1ve him in charge, ''I am 
treated just .as . kindly. by the j~iler as 
possibly could be expected," • f!,nd m,entions 
unexpected courtesie~ shown him by oth:
ers . 

While in j a,il he has bee~ "int~?J;'ViElwed" 
by a :~:epresentative of the county. paper, 
and this is his crisp account . of the con
versat,ion :-

The editor of the News-Banner came.down yes
terday, an<U 11~· quite a talk with him, He aaked 
me i( the 'Judge wot~ld turn me' 0~t ·~oiud I go 
home and quit work on Sunday? c I tO~d him that 
I could not prOillise that. I told him thtit I thought 
that I had a God-given right to work six days if I 
chose to. do SO.; He also· aske.d me-if! would leav~ 

' the State i~·the Governor would pardon me? I told 
.. hilll, No, sir I 
· In:the)Jnited States of America, during 
the last decade of the nineteenth century, 

· a man, without known fault as a Christian 
and a citizen, is fined and imprisoned be
causein his devout simplicity, he reads in 
his Bible- t~e commandment of God, " Six 
days shalt thou labor and do all thy work, 
but tlie seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy Go'd, in it thou shalt do no 
work," etc., and acts accordingly. Is it 
possible to imagine a more ludicrous 
travesty on justice, true religion, and 
common sense ? W. H. M. 

The National Reform Association. 

THERE is no doubt that there is a class of 
peopl13 in America whose aim is to subvert 
our American institutions. This class are 
no.w worki~g in Idaho for the purpose of 
establishjng a theocracy. The green-eyed 
monster has fastened its covetous eyes 
upon our infantile commonwealth, and as 
an entering wedge it proposes to introduce 
a Sunday bill into our Legislature. 

We have just been divorced from one 
churcp. that · demands of its adherents 
·implicit obedience ;in matters both tem
poral and spiritual, and thank God and 

·our worthy politicians, that we are free. 
Let not our Legislature be .deceived. The 

• National Reform Association is a foe to 
·our for:in of Government. Article II of 
·their Constitution reads as follows·:-

The object of this society shall be to maintain exist
ing Cluisti(l.n features in the American Government; 
to promote needed reforms in the action of the Gov
ernment touching the Sabbath, the institution of the 

. family', the religious element in education, the oath, 
and public morality as affected by the liquor traffic 
and other kindred evils; and to secure such . an 
amendment to t.he. Constitution of the United States 

• as will declare the Nation's allegiance to Jesus Christ 
. and its acceptance of the moral laws of the Chris
tian religion, and so indicate that this is a Christian 

· Nation, a'nd place all the Christian laws, institutions 
and usageJ;~.on an undeniably legal basis in the fun-

. damentallaw of the land. · 

Let these principles prevail and our Gov
ernment becomes a theocracy. There is 

, in reality no such thing as a union of 
Church -~nd State; both claim to be su
preme, .and they.both shorlld be supreme, 
but in their own realm. Let the Church 
dictate i11. secular matters and the bloody 
scenes pf, the Dark Ages will be re-enacted. 
Men and women would be imprisoned f~r 
conscien~e' sake. The history of Church 
rule is a history of bloodshed, a history of 
persecution. Men and women were burned 
at. the 13take • for. their belief. It was the 
Church that burned John Rogers at· the 
st.ake, cut ou.t Quaker's tongues, drowned 
witches, burned Servetus, condemned Joan 
of Arc, delivered her to the British sol
diers to suffer death, then washed its 
hypocritical hands in innocency. If the 
Churc}l W,ould follow Christ, let it attend 
to its spiritual , .affairs ;:tnd let the State 
manage the temporal matters.-Jdaho 
World. 
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"A REST day is jl).stified," says D~. Me- . 
Donald, a prominent Sunday-law advo
cate, "upon the principle that the priv
ilege of rest for each citizen depends upon 
the observance of one day of rest in seven, 
by everybody." But the assumption is 
false. Mr. Crafts himself says that "the 
Jew :is left absolutely free to observe the 
seventh day." True enough ; and so is 
every one else left absolutely free to keep 
the first day. 

AccoRDING .to the Morning Journal, 
Colonel Ingersoll says that ''if we should 
finally invent some means of traveling by 
which we could go a thousand miles a. 
day, a man could escape Sunday all his . 
life by traveling west. He could start 
Monday, mid stay iri Monday all the time." 
The. Colonel will have to invent some bet
ter argument than that against Sunday 
laws or they will, we fear, remain on the 
statute books of the several States. We 
don't wonder that Ingersoll said this, _but 
we are surprised that any paper would 
think it worth printing. To escape Sun
day all his life one would have to travel 
about twenty-five thousand miles a day. 

THE standard argument used·to win the 
masses to Sunday closing for the Colum
bian Exposition, is "that Sunday opening 
is not a boon to the working people, for it 
means · unremittent toil for thousands of 
them--seven day's work for six day's pay." 
These words are from the Union Signal, 
but the Observer of this city, comes nearer 
the truth when it says: "Sunday opening 
is opposed solely in the interests of the 
Christian Sabbath, of rest from toil, .and 
of holy occupation."· And that is just 
what we have said all the time, namely, 
that were it not for their religious regard 
for the day not one of the champions of 
so-called civil Sunday laws would lift hi~ 
voice, or wield his pen, in advocacy of a 
day of rest for the working man. " Take 
the religion out and you take th€3 rest out,'' 
says Mr .. Crafts, and it is equally true that 
take the religion out and you take out 
all the interest that the ministers and 

, chur~hes have in the matter. ·The Sunday 
movement is not a movement for the 
amelioration of labor, but for the bolster
ing up of emasculated Christianity by 
eivil law. 

"IsN'T it strange,'' says aW;estern p~per, li~vesf, f'1Iid, the~e is no earthly power that 
. " tha·t cthe ]ab<?rll}g 1p.en, w:{io ~te ~epre~ ean d~tetniine between you." N everthe
sented by the Sunday-law leeturers as less we holdr,that. it is the duty of all·men 
consuming with des~re for a'SUI!day·law, to ''fear God ·and keep his command· 
are in morta~ dr~ad of saying anjthirlg · ments; " "fqr,God shall bring every work 
~bout it, l(:lst theyshould lose the4' plages, . into judgment, wit:h. every secret thing, 
·and yet they will··strike for'an advance of" whether it p_e,good; orwhether it be evil." 
twenty~five cents a day iuwages, or ~irim Eccl. 12: 13; ··14. 
when they have no personal grievance,if 
a fellow-workman is discharged?" Well, . ,THE Sunday question seems to bep just 
yes; it would be strange if the repr~senta- as perplexing in Hong-Kong as in America. 
tions of the Sunday-law. advocates were The advocates, there of enforced Sunday 
all true; ·but inasmuch as they are not· . rest.· get· just ·as badly tangled in its in
true the only strange thing about it is tricacies as they do here, and in a very 
that men professing godliness will resort similar manner, as is witness.ed by the 
to duplicity to accomplish what they im- following extracts from an article in the 
agine to be a great moral reform. The China Mail in advocacy of a Sunday law 
Jesuits should be awarded.a monopoly of for the harbor of Hong-Kong:-
'' doing evil that good may come." I do not thipk there is one man in the Colony 

WE learn from the China Mail that a 
law forbidding Sunday labor in the harbor 
of Hong-Kong is among the probabilities 
of the near future. At a. recent meeting 
of the Mercantile Marine Officers' Associ
ation held at Marine Hotel on Saturday 
evening, Captain S. Ashton, the President, 
addressed the members on the Sunday 
labor question. After alluding to " the 
good work" done by Rev. A. G. Gold
smith, with a view to bringing about a 
cessation of Sunday labor in the harbor, 
President Ashton said that he was a firm 
believer in the fourth commandment, and 
he thought those who obeyed it would 
"be healthier, wealthier, and wiser in the 
end .. " As in this country, the great plea 
for this Sunday law is that the laboring
man may have opportunity to rest, and, 
as here, it appears that the real motive of 
the prime movers is their religious re
gard for the day. Were Sunday not re
ligious the plea for a rest day for the 
"poor working man" would' never be 
made. 

A MEMBER of the Shaker Order, at Mount 
Lebanon, New York, writestoussaying:

I wish that you could see, as I do, that the God 
of Israel was only .a created being--a tutelary deity. 

Well we can't see it; and furthermore 
it has nothing to do with the question of 
governmental regulation of religion and 
religious observances. We are Christians 
and believe most sl.nce:r:ely that Jehovah, the 

·God of the Jews; is a self-existent being, 
that he created all things by Jesus Christ, 
a:d.d that the Scriptures 6f the Old and 
New Testaments are his. revealed will; 
but with :Paine, the infidel, we would say 
to all who assume to dictate to their fel
lows in matters of religion: "Who art 
thou, vain dust and ashes! by whatsoever 
n81me thou art called, whether a king, a 
bishop, a Church, or a State, a parliament 
or [l,nything else, thatobtrudest thineinsig
nificaiice. between the soul of man and his 
Maker ? Mind thine own concerns. If he 
believest not as thou believest, it is a 
proof that thou · believest not as he be-

who would support compulsory Sunday observance 
throughout the Colony. Even if it were possible to 
enforce such a law, it would be a curse instead 'of a 
blessing. 

Thus readeth extract No. 1. Number 2 
is as follows :-

It would no doubt be well if this rest could be 
secured by voluntary co-operation, but that I ·fear 
is impracticable. Compulsory measures- always 
objectionable in themselves-have been sanctioned 
at home, and will I fear have to be resorted to in 
Hong-Kqng. 

Just so! It has been so; therefore, it 
must he so. This is the logic of Sunday 
laws the world over. 

--------~--------
·REFERRING to the Sunday closing of 

the Columbian Exposition, the Union 
Signal editorially says:-

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union, act
ing · in conjunction with· the Sabbath Observance 
Associations, has a great educational work to do 
along this line, and now is none too soon to begin. 
Educate by petitions, by mass-meetings, through 
the press; ~ducate and agitate, till the. Sunday
closing victory is won. Then plan and work for 
the best possible utilization of the Sabbath time 
during the Exposition; it will be the opportunity 
of the century for preaching Christ to those who 
know him not. So broadly should we plan and 
work that at the close of 1893 we can truthfully 
say, "Not one soul in the Columbian Exposition 
did not have salvation offered; no tried, tempted 
one need go away in chains to drink because a way 
out of temptation has not been shown him." 

Thus again, it appears that the real object 
of the Sunday-closing movement is relig
ious. It is right that the women of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
should plan to do all the good they can 
upon the occasion of the Exposition; but 
they have no right to invoke the aid of 
the civil power in the matter of offering 
salvation. 
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TliE Union Signal notes the fact that 
"the closfng work of the Woman's Tem
perance Alliance (non-partisan) was to 
vote down, after thorough discussion, a 
r-esolutiQn. in favor of SuiJ.day closing of 
the Columbian Exposition, upon the,ground 
that it had nothing to do with temper
ance." And the Woman's Temperance 
Alltance ,did just right. 

I 

TEE Burlington Hawk-Eye was not far 
wrbhg, ~s 1to the purpose of the National 
Reformers, when it placed.· pver one of the 
Sabbath Conven:tion reports; in large head
lines, these words : " The Fourth Com
ma~drmen(! A Series of Conventions to 
Sec'lijf'e its Observance. " We are con
vinced," says another Iowa paper, in com
menting upon this, "that this ' Sabbath
rest' movement originated in a fanatical, 
religious ze~l1 and that its success will 
depend upon the continous manifestation 
of such a spirit. Force is the method 
sought to b'e employed. The persuasive 
elements of the gospel have no place in 
such schemes." And this is the truth. 

:MR. dRAF,TS says:-
When it is asserted that the ,movement to se

cure~ law of Congress against Sunday work in 
Government service is really an effort of ecClesias
tics to u~i'te Church and State, I am accustomed to 
hold up some•of the petitions that have ,been smut
ted by the hands ()f the toilers as they have signed 
them while at their work. 

Well, when Mr. Crafts denies that the 
m~wement which l1e represents is prima
riiy, and indeed almost wholly, a religious 
one, we are accustomed to quote his own 
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words: when asked if the needed physical 
rest could not be secured without any 
reference to religion, his answer was, 
"Take the religion out and you take the 
rest out." And so we say, Take the relig
ious motive out of Mr. Crafts's work and 
there would not be energy enough left to 
move a thistle-down. 

The Civil Sunday. 

AT the National Reform Conv(mtion 
held in Washington Oity last spring, Judge 
M. B. Hagans, of Cincinnati, gave a long 
address upon the "civil Sabbath." The 
first half of it was devoted to a historic 
parallel which he finds between the time 
of N eherniah and our own. And of the 
time of Nehemiah, he says :-

Both Jews and Gentiles were guilty of performing 
what the American statutes on this subject denom
inate common labor on the Sabbath, and were clearly 
violating the command of God which subjected the 
Jews, at least, to the severest penalties and direst 
judgment. · 

But, says Mr. Hagans:-
Nehemiah was not troubled with the modern con

trivances of police courts, grand juries, witnesses 
and jury trials, and I may add lawyers, in enforcing 
his authority as both mayor and chief of police, so 
to speak, in Jerusalem. 

Indeed he was not. The form of gov
ernment under which Nehemiah acted was 
a theocracy. It was a government of God 
and the laws were the laws of God. Nehe
miah was only the representative of God, 
and needed not to be troubled with the 
modern contrivances which Judge Hagans 
mentions. After showing the summary 
effects of the triumphant result of Nehe
miah's action; it seemed to dawn upon the 
mind ~f Mr. Hagans that his example was 
proving too much both for the "civil Sab
bath" and for all systems of government; 
consequently he attempted to apologize 
after this sort :-
. Now, I am not here to commend or approve such 

proceedings against our modern violators of Sab
bath laws, except in so far as they may find author
ity in the statutes of several States of this Union. 
Under our institutions the wielding of such sum
mary power would be highly dangerous, indeed im-

NUMBER 47. 

possible and wrong to the last degree. But, oh, 
that we had mayors with the resolution and back· 
bone of Nehemiah! 

Well, if under our institutions the wield
ing of such summary power would be dan
gerous, and impossible, and wrong to the 
last degree, what in the world does he want 
with mayors, with the resolution and back
bone of Nehemiah, who he says was both 
mayor and chief of police? Suppose they 
had in Cincinnati such a mayor as N ehe
miah, what could that mayor do so long a~ 
he was "troubled" with "the modern con
trivances" of police courts, gra]ld juries, 
witnesses, jury trials, and lawyers? What 
then would become of his resolution and 
backbone? And if Nehemiah had been 
troubled with these contrivances would it 
have been possible for his resolution and 
backbone to accomplish the summary re
sult which Judge Hagans applauds? 

The Judge's apology is as bad as the 
presentation of the example for which he 
found it necessary to apologize. The trouble 
is, that he endeavored to fit two things 
together which are absolutely incongruous. 
The example of Nehemiah never can be 
cited as a precedent on any subject under 
any form of government but a theocracy, 
and when it is cited as an example in any 
instance in the United States, it can be so 
only upon the theory that the government 
of the cities or States of the Union and the 
Union itself should be a theocracy, and 
should dispense with such "modern con
trivances " as police courts, grand juries, 
witnesses, jury trials, and lawyers. In 
other words, dispense with the modern con
trivance of government by the people. 

This also shows the utter impossibility 
of advocating Sunday laws upon any other 
than a religious basis. A theocracy is 
essentially a religious government. Sab
bath laws belong only with a theocracy. 
Sunday laws being advocated upon a theory 
that Sunday is the Sabbath, likewise are 
inseparable from a theocratical theory of 
government. In such a theory Sunday 
laws originated-with such a theory they 
belong, and every argument in behalf of 
Sunday laws is, in the nature of the case, 
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compe11ed to presuppose a theocratical 
thf'JOI\Y:Of.governmen~. 

Nor can this result be avoided by calling 
it tb~ "civil Sabbath." To eall it the 
"'civil,Sabpath" and then attempt to sup
pQrf it as: such by arguments, everyone 
of which'rests upon a theocratical basis, is 
simply 'to demonstrate that the title of 
''civil Sabbath" is simply a coutrivanc(:) 
to,·stt~e appearances, .and is essentially a 
fra:lith · 

After having argued what he called a 
"civil Sabbath,"·through nearly fourteen 
columns of the Christian Statesman, per
sistently asserting all the time that it is 
civil, yet being forced by the necessity of 
the case to argue for it as religious, he 
closes his long disquisition with these 
words:-

Such a day, if no more than. the civil Sabbath, 
observed according to the requirements of law, will 
furnish a ·perpetual education to the soul, bringing 
refreshment to the body, and turn the hearts of men 
to Him who made the Sabbath for man. 

If such a result as that can follow the 
observance of a "civil Sabbath" accord
ing to the requirements of the law of the 
States of. this Uni~n, then what need is 
there of any other means to furnish per
petual education to the soul and turn the 
hearts of men to God? And if that would 
be .the effect of ·statutes enforcing a civil 
Sabbath, what could be the effect of 
statutes enforcing the religious Sabbath? 
The education of the soul and the turning 
of the hearts of men to Him who made 
the Sabbath for man are religious exer
oises. Any iaw or any effort which will 
accomplish this is religious and nothing 
else, and when a statute, though called 
civil, is intended to accomplish any such 
purpose it is a religious statute. 

When such a long disquisition, by such 
a man, upon the civil Sabbath, follows 
such a course and ends in such a way, as 
does this by .Judge Hagans, it is as cleat a 
demonstration as needs ever to be, that 
SundayJegislation is religious legislation, 
and that only; that Sunday laws are re
ligi~us laws and nothing else, and that the 
'' dvil Sabbath" is only a mask for the 
religi~us Sunday. A. T. J. 

Old Time Moral Laws. 

TIIIS was a period when the so-called 
'~blue laws" were most rigorously en
forced, not only in Connecticut, with 
which tradition associates them, but in 
Massachusetts.. In the former colo:p.y uo 
food or lodging could be given to a Qua
ker, Adamite or other heretic. No one 
could .run on the Sabbath day or walk in 
his garde;rhor elsewhere, except reverently 
·to and from meeting. No one could travel, 
cook victuals, make beds, sweep house, 
out hair or shave on the Sabbath day. 
No woman could kiss her child on Sabbath 
or fasting day. Whoever brought cards 
into the colony paid a fine of five pounds. 

No one could read the Book of Common 

. Prayer, keep Christmas or saints' days, 
make minced pies, dance, play cards, or 
play on any instrument of music except 
the trumpet, drum, or jewsharp. Liquor 
drinking was regulated, and the use of 
tobacco was tinkered incessantly. · No one 
under twenty-one years, nor any one not 
previously accustomed to it, could ta,ke 
tobacco without a physician's · certificate. 
No ol).e could take it publicly in the street 
or in the fields or woods, except on a 
journey of ten miles. Nor could any one 
take it in any house in his own town with 
more than one other person taking it at 
the same time. This last injunction was 
leveled at the so-called "tobacco parlia
ments." About 1645 the Massachusetts 
magistrates were greatly troubled that 
the people would tell lies.- Weeden's 
"First One Hundred Years." 

That was paternalism in gover11ment 
pure and unadulterated! And that is 
what the National Reformers are using 
their untiring efforts to again ·bring into 
force in this country in the ostensible in
terests of the "poor workingman." Their 
paternal care for him seems to be more in 
the matter of resting on the first day, 
than in providing work for him the other 
six days in the week, as thousands of men 
in enforced idleness can testify. 

, President Westbrook on the Bible in 
the Schools. 

" SHALL ~he Bible be read in the public 
schools ? " was the subject of a speech by 
President West brook, at the Portsmouth 
Secular Congress. He, of course, gave a 
negative answer to the question, and sup
ported it by the following reasons (actual 
and so-called), which he dwelt upon at 
considerable length:-

1. Because there is no common agreement as to 
what constitutes the Bible. · 

2. Because there is no common agreement as to 
what parts are· historical and what parts are alle
goricaL 

3. Because there is no common agreement as to 
what doctrines are taught in the Bible. 

4. Because it contains so much that. is cruel and 
obscene. 

5. Because the moral is so mixed up with the 
immoral that .there is great danger of contamiil.a
tion by contact. 

6. We might just as well go one step further and 
say that we object to the reading of the Bible in. our 
State schools because of its defective morality. 

7. Because th.e teachers can so manipulate it in 
reading as to favor their own particular vrews. 

8. Because it would not secure the object con
templated. 

9. Because it is a violation of •the secular prin-. 
ciple of the Ooristitution of the United States, and. 
of. the Constitutions of the several States, which for
bids the teaching of sectarianism at the public ex
pense. 

We quite agree with Doctor Westbrook 
in his conclusion, namely, that the Bible 
has no proper place in the public school; 
but must dissent from several of his "rea
sons." · Indeed, the last three are about 
the only real reasons given, and one of 
them will hardly bear investigrution. We 

will examine the several reasons bynum
ber. 

1. It is true that there is no common 
agreer;nent as to what constitutes the 
Bible, but that fact is not a reason why 
.it should not be read in the schools. 
There is universal agreement as to what 
constitutes the Book of Mormqn arid the 
Westminster Confession of Faith;. yet it 
would not be proper to read them in the 
public schools. The reason that the Bible 
is rightfully excluded is because it is a 
religious book, and the State cannot prop
erly teach religion. 

2. The .Doctor's second reason is of no 
more force than the first. It is· true that 
the difference of opinion to which he al
ludes does exist, but even if there were 
perfect agreement on this point the read
ing of the Bible in schools supported in 
whole or in part by the State, would be 
no less objectionable than it is now. 
Were this not the case a book of selections 
might be compiled embracing only such 
passages. as are universally admitted to be 
either historical or ethical. But the fact 
is that the entire value of the Bible is due 
to the fact that it is religious; it belongs 
therefore to a realm beyond the jurisdic
tion of the State, and therefore the State 

· should let it alone. 
3. A common agreement as to the doc

trines of the Bible would not alter the 
case one particle. · It is not the business 
of the State to teach religion, and no 
agreement, however perfect, could possi
bly give to civil government a jurisdiction 
that does not naturally belong to it. 

Reaso_ns 4, 5, and 6, are substantially 
the same,· and are utterly false and mis
leading. The Bible is so far from being 
an immoral book that it contains the 
purest morality. But it is. not our pur
pose to dwell on that phase of the ques
tion. The Bible is not a football to be 
kicked about between contending parties 
and to be judged by school-boards. The 
State has no right to sit in judgment upon 
it and to deci.de that it is too immoral to 
be read in the public schools. Even Pres
ident Westbrook must admit this, for if 
one State or one school boar.d could prop
erly exclude the Bible because in its opin
ion the book is immoral, another State or 
another school board might properly ad
mit it because in its opinion. it is' moral. 
The very nature of the book places it 
above the jurisdiction of States and of 
school-boards. It comes to us as a super
natural thing, a revelation from God, and 
thus appeals to the consciences of men, 
and· bin(J.s .· thein under · penalties entirely 
beyond the power of human governments 
either t() enforce or to remit. This it is 
that places it beyond the domain of civil 
·government and removes it far beyond 
the jurisdiction of school-boards and town 
meetings. 

Each man must accept or reject the 
Bible for himself, and the consequences of 
his decision he must abide. It is a matter 
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between his own. soul and his God, and 
the State has no right to .exert its influence 
to turn him either this way or that . 

. To put it in the most concise form, 
Presiden,t Westbrook and those who hold 
with hi:ni, object to the Bible in the school 
'Qec.ause .they do not believe it· this being 
the case did thE\y believ~ the. Bible they 
would stand shoulder to shoulder with 
th,ose who demand that it shall be read in 
Ol\Lr public .schools. But by assuming this 
pp,s!tio;n .· they virtually demand that the 
State shall decide that the Bible is not 
the word of God; but the State has no 
more right to make such <a decision than 
ithas to decide the contrary. To say that 
the State shall decide that the J?ible is 
not the word of God, that it is, on the 
contrary, an immoral book unfit to be 
:t;ead in .public, is to assent that it might 
·f>:f,ope.rly; decide that it js a moral book 
an,d decree that it shall be read in the. 
~chools. · Tpe only tenab~e and consistent 
pqsition Is to demand that the State shall 
le~ th(:l question severely alone. 

·C. P. B. 

Sunday Laws of Europe. 

AN earnest effort wil~ unquestionably be 
· made this winter to secure a re-enactment 
of: the Sunday law by our Legislature. 

Rev. N. R. Johnston of• this city is one 
of those most actively engaged in this 
p:voject of reviving the old penal Sunday 
legislati9n, which some years ago was 
a."bolished. Mr. Johnson sends to an even
~g pa,per a summary of recent legisla
tit;,>p in some European countries on this 
STtbject, .and seems to think that we in Cal
ifornia should follow s;uit. From this 
summary it appears that in Austria, in 
order that the printers may have a rest 
day, it has bee~ decreed that no newspa
pers shall publish a Monday morning issue, 
a,nd in Germany the Socialists have intro
duced a bill before the Reichstag "forbid
ding all industrial occupations on Sundays 
arid holidays." . 

·Despotic governments, in which there is 
an established religion, 'may with some 
consistency enact such arbitrary laws, but 
in this free ·country, where the Cpnstitu
tion provides against the establishment of 
any religion, they are absolutely out of 
place. Does Mr. Johnston imagine that 
our people would enact a law like that in 
Austria forbidding the issue ofa Monday 
morning. paper because work on it hafl been 
done on Sunday ? Or does he suppose it 
would be possible here to secure and en
force a law like that which the German 
Socialists ask for, forbidding all industrial 
occupations on Sundays and holidays? 
Mx. Johnston is an intelligent man and 
he is well aware that our Constitution, as 
it stands, does not favor but opposes such 
legislation as this which, though nominally 
in the interests of the laboring man, is 
really in the interests of a religious creed; 
arid it is for that ~eason, undoubtedly, that 

he has joined the ''National Reform So
ciety," as it is called. 

The avowed object of this Society is so 
to amend the United States Constitution 
as substantially to make what is called 
"Evangelical Uhristianity ,, the estab
lished religion. Mr. Johnson is doubtless 
honest and sincere in his opinions favor
able to such changes, but he will find that 
the people do not want and will not have 
them.-Morning Times, Oakland, Cal. 

Sound Advice. 

IT seems that out in Oregon some barbers 
have sent up a petition to the Legislature, 
asking it to compel them to close their 
shop on Snnday; and upon this t.he Free
thought, of San Francisco, pointedly com
ments as follows:-

The barbers of Oregon ought to have 
more sense than they display in the peti
tion for Sunday-closing laws which they 
are circulating. Some of them desire to 
close their shops on Sunday, as they have 
a perfect right to do, and for that '):."eason 
they ask that those who do not share their 
wish shall be forced to coincide with them. 
Here is the petition to the Legislature, cir
culated for signatures in Portland, East 
Portland, Albina, and Astoria, and which 
is to be presented all over the State:-

We, the undersigned, being engaged in the busi
ness of barbering in the State of Oregon, and wish
ing to have one day of rest each week, most respect
fully petition your honorable body to enact a law 
making it unlawful to keep open any barber-shop 
or to carry on or conduct the busihess of barbering 
on Sunday. 

The Legislature of the State should reply 
to this petition somewhat as follows:-

Gentleme.n of the Barbering Business:
Your petition asking that a law be passed 
making it unlawful to ke(jp open any bar
ber-shop or to carry on or conduct the busi
ness of barbering on Sunday, has been re
ceived. In reply this honorable body 
would state that it will do nothing of the 
sort, for the following reasons: 

First,. It does not own the barber"shops 
of the State,. and therefore has no control 
over them. 

Second, This honorable body has no 
power to declare any business unlawful on 
one day of the week that is lawful upon 
other days of the week. 

Third, It is beyond the scope of this 
honorable body to provide rest-days for 
barbers or for those engaged in any busi
ness or calling; but, on the other hand, 
this honorable body will not interfere if 
the barbers choose to rest not only one ~ay 
of the week but seven. We would respect
fully refer the matter to the gentlemen 
engaged in the business of bar bering. 

Fourth, This honorable body would re
spectfully suggest that there may be per
sons engaged in the bar bering business 
who would prefer to accommodate their 
customers by shaving them on the first 

day of the week, commonly called Sunday. 
This is their right, and we cannot inter
fere with it. 

Fifth, Those of our petitioners who de
sire to rest on Sunday are cordially invited 
by us, and not only invited but urged to 
do so. It is clearly within. their right, 
and we will protect them in it. To this 
end, it would be advisable for proprietors 
of barber-shops to carefully lock the doors 
of their places of business on Saturday 
night, and to refrain from unlocking them 
on Sunday morning or at any time through
out the day. It is already provided by 
law that any person forcing or breaking 
his way into a barber-shop is liable to ar
rest and punishment for felony. 

Sixth (and lastly), We should regard 
such a law as you propose as an imperti
nence and an invasion of individual rights. 
As aforesaid. we respectfully decline to 
pass any such law. It is our function. to 
protect liberty, not to outrage it. 

Religion in the Schools. 

A CoNFERENCE of the Protestant denom
inations of the State of New York, called 
to discuss the question of' 'moral instruction 
in public sqhools," and to devise. methods 
for its furtherance, was held in the coun
cil room of the University of New York, 
on November 17 and 18, with Rev. Howard 
Qrosby in the chair. Delegates to· the 
number of about fifty were present from 
all parts of the State, representing differ
ent denominations. The Baptists, alone, 
refused to take part in the Conference, 
taking occasion, in declining the invita
tion, to express themselves as unalterably 
opposed to the teaching of religion in the 
public schools of the State. The Secretary 
of the Conference in reporting the attitude 
of the different denominations toward the 
purpose of the meeting attempted to break 
the force of this positive expression of 
opinion from the Baptists by saying that 
they liad evidently misapprehended the 
purpose of tlie Conference, but the clear 
and succinct statement of their reasons for 
failing to send delegates, contained in their 
reply to the call, was sufficient evidence 
that they understood the ultimate result to 
which these movements tend even better 
than those who planned and called the 
meeting. 

The views and purposes which the Con
ference was intended to develop may be · 
drawn from the subjects of the addresses 
upon the programme, which was accurately 
followed. The following are the topics 
for discussion:-

1. "The problem before us;" 2. " How can re
ligious teaching in public schools be secured and 
rendered effective ?" 3. "Statistics of moral instruc
tion and religious exercises in the public schools 
of the State;" 4. " What do our Constitution and 
laws hold as to religious teaching in public 
schools ?" 5. "What does expediency dictate as to 
any religious exercises in public schools ?" 6. 
'' How far does expediency dictate that State-sup
ported schools should inculcate the principles (If 
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morals and religion ?" 7. " What should be the 
ground and character of the instruction in morals 
in our public schools?" 8. "What should this Con
ference do to carry out its views upon this sub
ject?" 

William Allen Butler struck the key
note in sympathy with the feeling which 
was apparently held by the majority of 
those present when he said:-

We find that while there is in this State an abso
lute divorce of Church and State and a controlling 
mandate against interference by the State with the 
freedom of religious opinion and worship, there is 
not and never has been, any divorce between 
Christianity and the State, or between the State 
government in its administration and the Christian 
religion as revealed in the Scriptures. On the 
contrary, it was settled long ago, and cannot now be 
disputed, that Christianity is a part of the common 
law of. this State. as it was a part of the common law 
of England, at the time when New York ceased to be 
a Colony of Great Britain and became a sovereign 
State. 

. It was Mr. Butler's conclusion that the 
laws of the State would uphold the Depart
ment of Public Instruction in requiring re
ligious instruction in the public schools to a 
specified extent. This address was ex
tremely well received by the Conference 
and voted to be published and given a 
wide distribution. The address, however, 
did not meet the views of all. One dele
gate took exceptions to it in an able speech 
during which he very properly character
ized the argument drawn from Black
stone's declaration that " Christianity is 
part of the law of the land," as arrant 
nonsense in fact, however strong it might 
be in legalprecedent. Rev. W. H. Ward, 
editor of the Independent, also shocked 
the general sense of the meeting by say
ing:-

W e may conilider it as settled that religion is not 
to be taught in the public schools. The American 
people will not trust the State to teach religion. 

· Although these unexpected differences 
of opinion threw something of a damper 
upon the enthusiasm of the meeting, still 
the business committee reported favorably 
a series of resolutions, which were adopted, 
in which it was declared that the State 
and religion were inseparabl~,- and that the 
practical truths of religion should be in
culcated in the public school system. A 
committee of from one to three from each 
Protestant denomination in the State was 
appointed to carr-y on the work, and fur
ther the interests of ''moral instruction 
in the public schools." w H. • • M. 

Deference to Public Opinion. 

THE Christian will do his duty regard
less of public opini9n. Though not in
different to the good opinions of his fellow
men, and carefully avoiding all appear-. 
ances even of wrong, yet he will never 
allow the views of his fellows to become a · 
motive for action or non-action. Public 
opinion must not become conscience. 
Whatever the Word of God, and our con
science in obedience to the Word of God 
and the exigencies of the time demand, 
that must be done whether the world look 

sweet or .sour. Every one is individually 
responsible to his God, he is not account
able to public opinion. Nearly everything 
good and great which· has penefited the 

. race, has been done, at the time in direct 
violation and contradiction of men's pre
conceived notions and opini0ns.--The Vin
dicator. 

Memorials of 1829-30. No. 2. 

SUNDAY LEGISLATION AN ANTI-REPUBLICAN UNION 

OF CHURCH AND STATE. 

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of the · United States of America 
in Congress assembled: 

The undersigned, memorialists of the town of 
Newark, county of Essex, and State of New Jersey, 
being apprized of the numerous petitions presented 
to your honorable body, praying a repeal of the 
present laws for the transportation of the mails and 
the opening of the post-offices on the first day of 
the week, beg leave (in accordance with their sense 
of duty) humbly to memorialize your honorable 
body, and pray that no such repeal be made, nor 
any law be enacted interfering with the Post-office 
Department, so as to prevent the free passage of 
the :Qlail on all days of the week, or to exclude any 
individual from the right to receive his papers on 
the fir~t, as well as on the seventh day. , 

Notwithstanding, your memorialists have the 
fullest confidence in the wisdom and integrity of 
our national Legislature, they are induced to me 
morialize your honorable body at this time, from a 
fear lest the reiterated efforts of bigotry and fanati
cism should finally prevail on your honorable body 
to legislate upon a subject which your memorialists 
consider is, by the Constitution of these States and 
the laws of nature, left free; and which, for the 
welfare of mankind, should be maintained so. Nor 
can they at this time refrain from expressing their 
astonishment at, and their disapprobation of, the 
reiterated and Wltiring efforts of a part of the com
munity, who, through misguided zeal or ecclesias
tical ambition, essay to coerce your honorable body 
into a direct violation of the principles of the Con
stitution, by the enactment of laws, the object of 
which would be to sustain their peculiar tenets or 
religious creeds, to the exclusion of others; thereby 
uniting ecclesiastical and civil law, and leading 
ultimately to the abhorrent and anti-republican 
union of Church and State. 

Your memorialists would not presume to remon
strate, were it not that their opponents (after a 
most signal defeat in last Congress) have renewed 
their petitions with a vigor increased by disappoint
ment, and a spirit as perseveringly determined as 
their premises are illiberal and unwarrantable. 

Your memorialists a~prove of morality, reverence 
religion, and grant to all men equal rights, and are 
governed by the principles of our Constitution and 
the laws of our land; but we deprecate intolerance, 
abhor despotism, and are totally opposed to all 
attempts of the religions of any sect to control our 
consciences. 

Nor can your memorialists perceive wherein their 
opponents are deprived of their liberty of conscience 
by the uninterrupted course of the mails, for if it 
be right for them to travel on the first day of the 
week,· it cannot be wrong for the mails; if it be 
consistent for them to do their business on the first 
day of the week, it cannot be inconsistent for the 
mails to be made up and opened, and papers deliv
ered, on the same day; if the traveling they do, and 
the labors they perform, are matters. of necessity, 
and therefore admissible, your memorialists humbly 
suggest whether the interests of a vast majm·ity of 
the citizens of the United States, conveyed by mails, 
are not matters of as great necessity ? 

Your memorialists, in accordance ·with these 
views, beg leave to protest against any interference 
with the transportation of the mails, or the distri
bution of letters at the post-offices, on the first day 

of the week. And your memorialists, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray, etc. January 8, 1830.* 

It will be seen from the foregoing that 
t~~ reasons for the opposition of these pe
titiOners to Sunday legislation was not on 
account of any opposition to the Uhristian 
religion, but like Madison's memorial in 
Virginia in 1775, these memorials were 
prompted by reverence for, and interest 
in that religion. There is no doubt what
ever that the religious denominations are 
in a much better condition morally in the 
United States, unaided by Government, 
than they would have been had they all 
these years re'beived assistance from the 
civil power. W. A. BLAKELY. 

The Source of Government. 

PUBLIC sentiment is a greater force 
sometimes, than law; it compels more per~ 

· feet obedience. In actual fact, there are' 
people who would and do break laws to 
which the public are indifferent, who are 
most careful to respect public sentiment. 
~he· qu~stion may be asked, What is pub
he sentiment? It is public intelligence. 
As the honest old Greek declared centu
ries ago, the character of a city is shown 
by the men elected to control its affairs· 

' or, as a recent political economist puts it 
"Y l . ' ou comp am of the character of the 
men in your State Legislature; they rep
resent the average character of the people 
who placed them in power." So it is true 
that the standards of any community ex
press the average char'acter of that com
munity. There may be a few whose stand
ards are higher than the public standard 
represents, as there are sure to be some 
below the standards expressed · but the 
social, educational, sanitary conditions of 
every community are up to the standard 
that the greatest numbe:r in that commu
nity desire-no better, noworse.--Ohristian 
Union. 

Should Be Taxed. 

A CHICAGO paper has the following rela
tive to untaxed church property in that 
city: 

The:re is a vast amount of untaxed prop
erty in Chicago controlled by religious 
denominations, Although there are fewer 
Catholics than Protestants in the city, the 
former own 1,108 lots to the latter's 866. 
The average sites of the Catholic churches 
are l.arger than those of the other denomina
tions. Fifteen lots are occupied by the 
Catholic Church of the Nativity. St. Col
umbkill Sisters of Char; ',y have sixty
sigh~ lots~ the Jesuit Church of the Holy 
Family eighty lots. Nearly one-third of 
all the. Catholic land in the city is the 
?rop~rty of the archbishop. Of this, much 
IS ummproved; some of the land is occu
pied· by tell(ants from whom a revenue is 
received. A very moderate estimate of the 
value of all the lots in the city held by 

* Published by authority of Congress in 1834. 
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religious bodies puts it at $2,094,000, with 
the statement that it is probably twice 
that amount. All this property is exempt 
fro:nl taxation under the laws of the State 
of Illinois. The value of these lots is in
creasing rapidly, and the "unearned in
cr~ment." in a few years, will make the 
societies that own them enormously 
wealthy, like the Trinity corporation in 
New York, for instance; and yet while the 

·people are''groaning under the burden of 
taxation imposed by the city government, 
thes~ valuable lots enjoy the protection of 
the l11w and the advantages of a great city, 
without paying one cent of taxes. In other 
words the people generally who own prop
erty are ta~ed to entich relig~ous societies. 
This is most unjust and will result in evil. 

Is It so Doubtfuq 

'i '):'HEREis not," says the Denver News, 
" one chance in a thousand • that the legis
lation advbcated by Mr. Crafts will be 
enacted. tt is very doubtful if five mil
lion- adult persons could be found in the 
United States to favor it, when its scope is 
understood. The misfortune · is that .in 
t:r·ying to. stamp Sunday with a character 
thaYis repugnant to our civilization, there 
is danger of repelling millions of people 
from its support as a day of national rest 
from toil. No more e:fficien t means can be 
found for antagonizing all Sunday laws 
than an attempt to force the religious con
victions of one class on another in respect 
to Sunday observance." 

"Dr. Crafts refers to the Sunday leg
islation on the statutes of many of ·the 
State as proof that public opinion would 
sustain the legislation he wants. It is 
true that ·many laws are in existence 
which do not accord with the grand con
ception of religious liberty that was 
entertained by the founders of our Gov
ernment, and that was given expression 
in the national Constitution for Federal 
guidance. But Mr. Crafts might have 
added that in most cases such laws have 
no force, !lO attention being paid to them_:_ 
which is. a truer indication of popular sen
timent." 

--------+--------
Church and State. 

SAID Andrew Melville, a Scotch Presby
terian, to King James VI. of Scotland 
(James I. of England):-

I must tell you there are two kings and two king
doms in Scotland. There is King James, the head 
of the comnionwealth, and there is Christ Jesus, the 
King of the Church. It is to be understood of these 
two kingdoms they are both of God. But they have 
different provinces and jurisdictions and are not to 
be confounded. One of these is of this world, is set 
t;tp for, the protection of life and property,. and uses 
for this end temporal rewards, pains and penalties. 
The other is spiritual, and contemplates the spread 
of th:e!knowle<l.ge of God, the promotion of morality,. 
and t}fe produ,ption of such graces as faith, and hope 
and charity. Its rewards and penalties stretch be
yond this world into the other. 

N.A'I'ION.A.JA 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION. 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES; 
We believe in the religion taught by Jesus Christ. 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society. 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit

ting to its authority. 
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. 
We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship according to the dictates of his own con
Science. 

We also believe it to be 'our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in
estimable blessings of both religious and civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 

43 BoNn STREET, NEW YoRK CITY; 

225 A ST., N. E., wASHINGTON;, 28 COLLEGE PLACE, CHICAGO. 

C. ELDRIDGE, - President. 
W. H. McKEE, Secretary. 

A Rabbi on Religious Liberty. 

(The following paper is a speech delivered by 
Rabbi David Phillipson before the late Secular Con
gress at Portsmouth, Ohio. It has :p.ot previously 
appeared in print, and at. our request was furnished 
to us by the Rabbi for publication in THE SENTINEL. 

The paper is a manly discussion of the question; 
the introduction, a merited rebuke to those who 
would make secularism and infidelity synonymous 
terms. Space has compelled us to somewhat abridge 
this pape!·.] 

IT may appear strange to many to see a 
preacher on this platform. I must con
fess that after some things I heard last 
night, it appears somewhat strange to me 
also, but as I have never beEm given to 
running away I shall stand my ground 
here, too. When I was requested to de
liver an address before this body I was 
informed upon inquiry as to the purpose of 
this Union, that it had been formed with 
the object of emphasizing the necessity of 
the separation of Church and State in all 
their departments. Being in thorough ac
cord with this, I consented to come, and 
I expected that all the addresses would be 
devoted to elucidating the principles of 
religious liberty in its various lights. I 
was not prepared to hear'' statements such 
as were uttered here last night: fierce 
attacks upon the Bible, upon religion, 
upon the preachers, etc. I feel inclined 
to cry to the speakers, "Shoemaker, stick 
to your last." 

If this society has been formed to pro
mulgate the principles of the separation of 
Church and State, then why not stick to 
this text? It seems to me that well-nigh 
anything but this was spoken about. For 
example, last night we heard the Bible 
called a barbarian book. If the Bible 
were understood, no such expression would 
be applied to it by even the greatest ex
tremist. It is true, and I do not for a 
moment deny, that there are passages in 
the book which designate a lower state of 
morality than we have reached to-day. It 
is true that there are sections which we 
would not have our children read, but 

with all that there is no justification for 
calling it a barbarian book. 

If it were fully understood that the Bible 
represents in its various books a religious 
development, that it' is the record of the 
religious progress of the Jewish people 
from idolatrous and anthropomorphic be
ginnings to the religion of the prophets, 
one God and one humanity, a point that 
the world has not come to even to-day, no 
one would be guilty of naming it a bar
barian book. It says among other things 
in that Bible, "Thou shalt love thy neigh
bor as thyself." Would you call thi_s a 
barbarian book? It says in that Bible, 
"Thou shalt not oppress the stranger." 
Would you call this a barbarian book ? 
The fifteenth psalm ~n that Bible, in· an
swer to the question, "Who shall dwell 
in God's holy place ? answers, " He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh right
eousness and speaketh the truth in his 
heart; that uttereth no calumny with his 
tongue. Doeth no evil to his neighbor. 
and bringeth no reproach on his fellow
man; in whose eyes the despicable is de
spised, but that honoreth those who fear 
the Lord; that sweareth to his own injury 
and changeth not; that putteth not out 
his money for interest and taketh no bribe 
against the innocent." Would you call 
this a barbarian book? The prophet 
Micah states as the highest object of life, 
"To do justice, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with God." Would you call 
this a barbarian book? These are but 
a few sentences which occur to me as 
I stand here; numberless others of like 
import could be quoted. Surely they do 
not sound very' barbarous. 

It must never be forgotten that the 
Bible is at once a historical record of the 
Jewish people, and the storehouse of' eter
nal truths. The portions of the book 
dealing with the life of the people in 
Palestine are of historical value only; the 
other parts are the everlasting and undy
ing truths by which, and through which, 
mankind has been helped onward and up
ward; they will endure forever, for truth 
is undying, and they express the truth of 
religion and morality, the truth of God. 
Whatever else they are they are not bar
barian, for in many instances the words 
of the prophets and psalmist still stand 
above our vaulted civilization, and not 
the most bitter opponent of the· Bible 
will call our civilization barbarian. But 
enough of this. 

Another speaker of last evening made 
a savage attack upon the preachers. (Here 
the speaker took occasion to answer this 
also, and to show how this had nothing to 
do with the subject in hand). After this 
introduction, called forth by what I heard 
here last night, I will proceed to a. dis
cussion of the theme for the. consideration 
of which I came to this meeting. 

The principle of the separation of Church 
and State lay at the foundation of this 
Government, and if during the hundred 
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years of its constitutional existence th~;J 

American Nation has grown false to its 
inheritance, if there is any 9-anger that 
this buhvar k of our liberties be overthrown 
(and the very fourid11tion of .a society of 
this kind is proof of the . existence of this 
danger), then can we none too strongly 
by word of mouth and of pen, and by 
active interference protest against it, for 
it is the mission of the American Republic 
the duty it owes to itself and. to the world, 
to the present and the future, to realize 
the fullest demand!'! of liberty, and amol).g 
the very first of these demands is the 
erection of a separating wall between 
Church and State in all their departments, 
as is so well set forth in the platform of 
this society. But you will pardon lU-1!1 if 
before I discuss the bearings of this sub
ject in the present, I ask you to tran~port 
yourselves with. me to the closing half 
of -the last century, for then it was that 
the spirit of liberty awoke, and the begin
.nings which resulted in the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of 
this country were laid in thought. · 

If we look to England we find the 
speeches of Burke, Fox, and Chatham, 
fullof statements asserting the rights of 
;man· and emphasizing the necessity of 
separating religion from civil govern
ment; if we look to France, there are the 
writings of the Encyclopediac philoso
phers, of Diderot and Rousseau, there are 
the speeches of Mirabeau, the leaders of 
th()ught who were largely instrumental 
in hastening the coming of the cataclysm, 
the French Revolution, which marks the 
commencement of a new era in Europ!'Jan 
history; the writings of these Fre:r;J.Chmen 
also largely influenced the minds of the 
founders of this Government. If we look 
to Germany, there was Kant in philoso
phy, whose reasonings inaugurated a new 
philosophical regime~· there was Schiller, 
the literary apostle of freedom; there was 
Lessing, the noble and pure, who, in 
his beautiful drama, Nathan the Wis:e, 
preached the strongest sermon on relig
ious toleration that the world had yet 
heard. 

It was a remarkable period; men were 
throwing off the influences of old tradi
tions; there was a wondrous activity of 
thought everywhere, a restiveness as 
though men were conscious of a vast im
pending change; the weight of ecclesias
tical authority had rested most hea-vily 
upon mankind; there had been no such 

·. thing thought of . as the separation of 
Church and State until this time; and 
eyeh now, though many a voice was 
hea-rd, yet few dwelt distinctly upon the 
proper province of each, and I wish to 
b:ririg to your notice this morni:rtg one of 
thes~ forgotten advocates of the principle 
that forms the basis of this Union. 

I refer to the German Jewish philoso
pher, Moses Mendelssohn, who died in the 
year 1784. The Jews had no rights what
ever in the Germany of that day-J:+b 

rights as citizens, no rights as men. I 
wiU not dwell upon their condition, the 
same in Germany as all Europe; for the 
treatment of the Jews by men and· gov
ernments forms one of the blackest . pages 
in the history of the world. 

Ln spite of all the disadvantages to 
which he was subject, Mendelssohn rose 
to a very high position in the world of 
thought. He contested successfully with 
Kant, Germany's gre;a.test philosopher, . 
for the prize offered by the Berlin Acad
emy of Sciences for the best philosophical 
treatise; he wro.te the Phaedon, modeling 
it after Plato's work of thE( same name 
and treating the same subject, the immor
tality of the soul; his nature was so pure, 
his disposition so gentle, that he was ca,lled 
the German Socrates; his style and diction 
were so clear that· Kant wrote that Men
delssohn's style seemed to him more fitting 
than any other to convey philosophical 
ideas clearly.. One of the last books that 
he wrote he called " Jerusalem," and in 
the first part of this book he discusses the 
relation between Church and State; . . . 

The following sentences are extracts 
from Mendelssohn's treatise: " One of 
the. greatest problems of politics is to 
determine the proper relation between 
Church and State, between civil and re
ligious rights, so that they may not en
croach upon one another nor become bur
dens of our social life, encumbering it 
with greater . difficulties than attach to it 
naturally." " Church and State both 
have the mission to further human hap
piness, each. in its own way." "Neither 
Church nor State has any right to prevent 
any man from enjoying the free exercise 
o1 his opinions." "The State has no right 
to appoint men to teach and enforce cer
tain ·special religio11s opinions. Its duty' 
in this respect consists only in appointing 
teachers who shall instruct . the children 
iu wisdom and virtue, and who shall 
spread such useful tr,uths as the happiness 
of human society depend upon." " The 
State has nothing to do. with opinions 
which any ruling or any subjected church 
or synagogue accepts or rejects; it has 
only to be mindful that no doctrines be 
spread which are subversive of the public 
weal; it ·must be watchful only of the 
observance of these principles in which all 
agree, without the realization of which in 
the life of the people happiness would be 
only a dream and virtue itself no longer 
virtue. Naturally the State has no right 
to exclude any person from the enjoyment 
of political right on. account of his relig
ion, because; properly speaking, if each 
will cultivate its own premises there can 
never be any collision between Church 
and State. Neither Ohurch nor State has 
any right to arrogate to itself in matters 
of belief any further right than the right 
to teach, any further power than the 
power to convince, ~any further weapon 
than the weapon of reason." 

All these sentt:~nces which 1 have quoted 

are commonplac,es now. . But we 
must not forget that these thoughts were 
expressed, oyer one hundred years ago, and 
that in Germany, at least, the Jew, Mendels
sohn was the first who raised his voice 
calling for the separation of Church and 
State. He felt and knew of how much un
happiness and misery, of how much war 
and bloodshed, of how much intolerance and 
fanaticism, this unholy alliance had been 
the cause, and in the n(tme of pure reason 
and clear philosophical insight he pro
tested against it; and it was because of 
this protest, uttered in this little work, 
that Mirabeau, the French intellectual 
giant, who lived and died for man's free
dom, declared that this book," 'Jerusalem,' 
deserved to- be tra\slated into every 
language of Europe." · · 

That book was written over a century 
ago, in the days of Washington and Jeffer
son, of Franklin and Madison, the same 
thoughts were agitating men in entirely 
different quarters of the globe. Has the 
world made. as great progress as it should 
since that time ? Havl3 men become 
thoroughly and perfectly. imbued ·with the 
idea that Church and State have each 
their own proper work? To those who 
observe and think; a backward movement 
is apparent in this our own day.· Attempts 
have been made time and again t? foist 
religion upon the Constitution, and al
though I am a minister of religion I 
shall always raise my voice in. warning 
against any such attempt, for the world 
has never known any greater curse than 
this intermeddling of the Church in the 
affairs of the State. 

For centuries men labored beneath .this 
Atlas-load, and now that at last, in this 
country, at least, the laboring giant, man, 
has succeeded in throwing it off from his 
shoulders, who dare move one step toward 
placing it there again? This nation has, 
I believe, reached its present point of pros
perity because it has kE;lpt these two depart
ments distinctly separate. We have rested 
in the calm security that the liberties we 
?ave gained in this respect can never be 
wrested from us. Perhaps we have been 
too confident; perhaps we have not been 
wide enough awake to the attempts of 
so"called re~igionists in Washington and. 
elsewhere. 

(Concluded nemt week.) 

To legislate for the promotion of the 
religious observance of any day as a Sab
bath, is contrary to the Bible, to the Con
stitution of a free country and the rights 
of conscience.-Sabbath ·Recorder. 

WHOSOEVER is afraid of submitting any 
question, civil or religious, to the test of 
.free disc11ssion, is more in love with his 
own opinion than with trutb.-Bishop 
Watson. 
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SIBERIA AND T.HE N I Hill STS "H~~:~~~~~~,R~odc~~R~ 
W H Y K E N N A N W E NT T 0 S I 8 E R I A :~i~ ~:.:~~::s~~~rf:a!~~:\e~~: ~:g~~;io;a~~ 

' has 9reated a demand for 

By William Jackson Armstrong, 
(Late Inspecto,r General of United States Consulates.) 

This is one of the most intensely interesting and thoroughly reliable con
tributions to literature on Russia and the Nihilists eV'er published. It comprises 
Mr. Armstrong's famous lecture on "Siberia and the Nihilists" (delivered 
first in Cooper Union, New York, and afterwar!ls by special request of many 
eminent men in Lincoln Hall, Washington), together with some exceedingly 
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NOTE.-.A_ny one: receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to hiin by some 
friend, unless plainly marked '• Sample copy." It is our invari· 
able rule to send out no. papers without pay in advance, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those w)lo have not ordered 
the SENTINEL heed have no·fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it Siinply because they take it from th~ post-office. · 

A.T a Sunday-law Convention .recently 
held in Burlington, Iowa, President Blan
chard, of Wheaton College, said :-

I would like to see the Christian people of this 
land stand aloof from political men and measures, 
until office-seekers agree to represent Christian prin
ciples in Christian government. If the churches 
would do this, politicaL aspirants, to a man, would 
soon send up the cry, "What shall I do to be 
saved?" 

No doubt of it; and the question would, 
have no reference whatever to eternal 
salvation, but to salvation from poli~ical 
death. -------.-----

'' THE Evangelical Alliance at Boston," 
says the Mail and Express, " demands the 
closing of the Chicago Fair on Sunday. 
Religious public opinion all over the 
country is a unit on the question. The 
managers of the Fair cannot afford to dis
regard this pbtent fact." Certainly that 
is the 'verdict of "religious public opin
ion," but how about the "civil Sabbath'' 

·of which we hear so much ? What is 
the matter with the American Sabbath 
Union's adjustable religio-civilrest day for 
the poor workingman who doesn't want to 
rest? 

THE Cumberland Presbyterian, Nash
ville, Tennessee, is credited with the fol
lowing concerning Sunday and theW orld's 
Fair:-

W e heartily join "the protest against the propbsi
tion to keep open the coming World's Fair at Chi
cago on Sundays. It may be that these protests 
and petitions can be made emphatic and over
whelming enough to prevent this contemplated 
insult to the Christian religion, this formal abolition 
of the Sabbath, for it will-amount to that. 

What a confession for a Christian paper! 
That which it sets forth as a divine insti
tution, dependent upon the action of the 
Commissioners of the World's Fair! But 
bad as this is it is not all that the Presby
terian says:-

Those who are to decide the matter are supposed 
to be Christian men, and they may respect the 
united voice of Christian people. But to make our 
protests certainly effective they should carry with· 
them something more than words. Make it certain 
that a Sabbath-breaking Exposition will not pay, 
and the Exposition will not dare to break the Sab
bath. Some stronger leverage than words and 
entreaties should be brought to bear on the mana
gers. These managers must make the Fair a :finan
cial success. The financial · question with them is 
the tender nerve. 'The protest that touches that 
will be effective. If we believe in the Sabbath 
strongly enough to demand its preservation, to boy-

cott a ·fair tl:l.at re~uses to: preserye it;· it will be 
preserved. ' · 

Ifthitfmeans· anything, it nreans, taken 
. in connection. witl;l th!3 preyio_ns _q1.1ota!iqn, 
· t):u1~ the pres_erva#oP. of "the· :Sal,)9~th_" 
depends upon the success of a threatened 
boycott! . · 

--"----~·----'-

will be a sad day for both the Church and 
the country when the power of the State 
is successfully invoked to destroy thisin
-divi dualisri, _and to_ br~'rlg _all to a goni¢on 

.. standard regfl,rdless of their convictions. 

MR. CRAFTS. says:-
A. LETTER from Fayette, Missouri, dated It is admitted, by our 9pponent, that it is the 

November 16, contains the informatioR province· of qivil law to enforce man's duties to 
that ''William Fritz and Robi'3rt Gibb, man, and especially to pmrhjhcrime again11t man. 

It. is exactly on tlus ground that Sunday 
members . of a Seventh-day .• Adventist laws forbid Sunday work and Sunday dissipation, 
Church in Howard County, near Arm- namely, as crime against man. It is grand larceny 
stro]}g, Missouri, have been indicted and to take away the toiler's weeklyrestday. Ceaseless 
arrested for performing common labor, ·on toil is slow murder. 
their farms, on the first day of the week, What is it then to imprison men anJ 
commonly called Sunday. The cases are take away from them by fines and costs 
docketed for trial in the Circuit Court at the fruits of their labor for quietly work
Fayette, Missouri, on Tuesday, December 2, ing from choice on their own premises on 
1890." By this it would seem that Missouri Sunday, and that after having conscien
is anxious to put herself on record by tl;le tiously observed another day as they be
side of Tennessee, Georgia, and Arkansas lieved in obedience to the law of God? 
as among the first to inaugurate a perse- This has been done repeatedly in several 
cuting enforceme:tit of religious laws. States, and laws which make such things 

THE Chicago Times, of the 9th inst., 
says:-

All attempts upon the part of the State to interfere 
with individual rights are inil:nical to that personal 
liberty which the Republic engaged to protect, and 
without which it would be the veriest mockery. 
Whjln an American shall not have the legal right 
to follow, without wronging his neighbor, his own 
bent, observe his own customs, do what he will 
with his day of rest, worship according to the dic
tates of his conscience, -or, if he so incline; worship 
not at all, and direct the education of his children, 
he will be in no better plight than a subject of the 
czar of all the Russias. Such a day will never 
come. 

we hope our contemporary will prove a 
true prophet; but R. M. King's recent ex
perience in Tennessee would lead us to 
think that "such a day" is not so very 
far in the future, even in this land of 
boasted freedom. 

THE "Pearl of Days," of October 17, has 
the following from the late Rev. Austin 
Phelps, D.D., professor in Andover Theo
logical Seminary :-

We live in an age in which individualism in mat
ters of religion has run wild. The waning of au
thority in the Church has carried with it, on the 
downward grade, the restrictive duties and court
esies of Christian morals which were once subject 
to_ the common conscience of believers, in which 
now every one does that which is right in his own 
eyes. 

The "Pearl of Days" does not point out 
the moral, but as the subject of the Doc
tor's paper, from which these words are 
taken, was Sunday observance, we presume 
our, contempoJ:ary thinks that the State 
should break down this individualism by 
civil law and establish a standard for Sun
day keeping. Certain it is that the whole 
work of the Sabbath Union is opposed to 
individualism. But unlike other systems 
of religion, Christianity seeks to develop 
individual. character. It teaches men to 
be men, and to do that which they. regard 
as, right, whether others do it or not. It 

possible are still on the statute books of 
more than one commonwealth. -It is a 
crime against natural rights to rob a man 
of anything, therefore Mr. Crafts should 
beware of robbing men of the right to 
labor on Sunday if they choose so to do. 
Those who want t9 keep Sunday have just 
the same right to keep it that others have 
not to kee~ it, but no more. 

OF the "Leland Stanford Jr. Univer
sity," a California paper says:-

The articles of endowment prohibit sectarianism 
and direct that there shall be ta~ght that there is an 
all-wise intelligent God, and that the soul is im
mortal. The sexes will be admitted to equal privi
leges in every department of study, and preparatory 
schools ·will be established for children to bring 
them up to the standard required for entering upon 
the University course. 

We have no fault to find with this; 
Senator Stanford has established and en
dowed the University as a monument to 
his dead son whose name it bears, and he 
has a perfect right to have taught in it 
whatever he sees fit; but the proposed in
struction is not unsectarian. Tens of 
thousands of Christians in the United 
States do not believe in the natural im
mortality of the soul, but that immortality 
is the gift of God, and that it is received 
only as a gift. 'l'he doctrine of the im
mortality of the soul is sectarian. 
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. "THE company o{ Bellamyites recently 
org~nized in Des Moines will locate," says 
the.· Nebraska State Journal, "at Lake 
Arthur, Louisi~na, on a tract of 2, 000 
acre~. of la.nd. Their experiences will be 

-.interesting, but will add nothing to the 
sum of. human- knowledge on the subject 
of co-operation. They may flatter them
selves that their scheme is new, and will 
have a tremendous influence in reforming 
the corm try and converting it to National
ism,. but they are doomed to disappoint
ment. Communism of this kind is as old 
as .the race, and the ;people who join the 
colony are simply going back to the meth
ods discarded by their anceHtors hundreds 
of years ago." 

National-ism makes the St.ate everything 
and the individual nothing. It is imprac

. ticaple, and it is well that it is, for its 
adoption would mean utter stagnation in 
all human affairs. 

THERE is no q11estion that. the education 
furnished by parochial schools is gener
ally of an inferior character, and it is a 
matter af regret that they should be 
esta;blished. The. public schools do the 
work for the children far better. But an 
attempt. to prevent the establishing of 

. parochial or private schools by constitu
tional amendment or otherwise, would, in 
6ur,opinio;n, be extremely unwise. . . . 
It .is aski:rig' the St~:~.te to do a very. tyran
nical and unnecessary thj.ng. It is the 
right and duty of the State; undoubtedly, 
to , provid~ a system of public education 
and to insist by compulsory laws and 

NEW YORK, DECEMBER 4, 1890. 

otherwise that all children of. sound mind 
shall receive instruction in the rudiments 
of learning; but to insist that they shall 
not receive this instruction in private or 
parochial schools or at home would be to in
vade individual rights. The effect of such 
a proposition would be a hot sectarian war. 
It would unite Catholics solidly, and it 
would arouse no small· proportion of Prot
estants to strenuous opposition. Many 
Lutherans believe in parochial schools 
and maintain them, and· so do other Prot
testants. _:Independent. 

Religion and the Schools. 

IN the Independent of September 4, there 
is given a symposium on the subject of 
religion in the schools. Howard Crosby; 
Cardinal Gibbons; the Decrees of the 
Council of Baltimore; John Jay; Arch
Bishop Ireland; Prof. W. T. Harris, the 
United States Commissioner of Education; 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction of 
the State of New York; Superintendent of 
the Public Schools of the State of New 
Hampshire; Deputy Superintendent of 
Pennsylvania; State Commissioner of 
Common Schools of Ohio; Superintendent 
of Massachusetts Board of Education; 
Wayland Hoyt, D. D.; Principal Bancroft 
of Phillips Academy, Andover; Father 
Nylan, of Poughkeepsie; Father McTighe, 
who, two or three .Years ago, made an at
tempt in Pittsburg to turn a public school 
into a Roman Catholic one; with a consider
able number of others from different parts 
of the country all give their views upon 
the subject. And although there is much 
difference and considerable antagonism 
among the views presented, the Independ
ent has done a !fOOd work in setting be
fore the people at one view so full a dis
cussion of the- question as it has in this 
symposium. 

Cardinal Gibbons advocates the applica
tion of a denominational system in our 
public schools, as is now don·e in Canada, 
that is, when there is a suffident number, 
that may form a denominational school 

NUMBER 48. 

supported by public money. The Decrees 
of the Council of Baltimore are that ·"it 
may sometimes appear that parents may 
sometimes, and in good conscience, send 
their children to public schools, but this 
they will not be able to do unless they 
have sufficient cause for so doing, and 
whether such . cause may be sufficient for 
any particular case must be left to the 
judgment of the bishop." This instructi_on 
is given by command of the Congregation 
for the propagation of the faith, which sits 
in Rome. This Sacred Congregation says 
that the method of instructing youth em
ployed in the public schools has seemed to 
the Sacred Congregation "to be full of 
peril, and hostile to the Catholic faith." 
And one objection to the public school is 
that it is ''conducted without any authority 
of the Church, and that no care is taken by 
the law that teachers do not injure the 
youth." But above all other things, the 
objection of the Sacred Congregation to the 
public school is that "a definite corruptive 
force results from the fact that in most of 
the public schools, youth of both sexes are 
gathered in the same recitation and in the 
same class-room, and males are directed 
to sit in the same bench with female~," 
and '' as a result the youth are sadly ex
posed to damage as to faith, and their 
morals are endangered." 

What a pity it is that the Lord did not 
have the ·Sacred Congregation to advise 
him in the matter of the creation of man! 
For then he would not have fallen into the 
grievous error of having males and 
females both in the same family, or even 
in the same world. This view, however, 
is perfectly characteristic of the whole 
syst.em of papal doctrine, and that is that 
instead of inculcating principles of virtue 
and the love of right and the power to do 
right because of love of it, that system 
accounts every person as es,sentially devil
ish, and would have them made good. by 
taking away every opportunity for any 
freedom of action whatever. 

Professor Harris, United States Com
missioner of Education, presents a valu:abl~ 
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article. · One passage, which is worthy of 
much stu:dy, we quote:-

The s~paration of Church and State implies· the 
separation of the Church and School. The Church 
and State are. separated in the interest of the per· 
fection of both. The Church regards the disposition of 
the individual man, considering it in respect to !lin 
and holiness; the State regards the individual man,: in 
respecttohis overt act, 'whetherlaw-abiding or crim
inal. Crime is a matter of overt act. Sin is a matter of 
disposition-of thought and fileiing, as· well as of 
volition. If the State goes behind the overt act and · 
punishes the disposition of the individual, civil 
government will be destroyed.. If, on the other 
hand, the Church considers the overt act instead of 
the disposition of the soul, religion will cease. Crime 
can be measured, the deed can be retul'ned on the 
individual; but sin can not be measured, its conse
quences can be escaped only by repentance. Sin is 
infinite and no finite punishment can wash it away; 
but repentance without punishment will do this just
as well as repentance with punishment. The exer
cise of ecclesiastical power by the State tends to 
confuse its standards of punishment and to make its 
p12,nalties too severe at one time, and too lax at 
another, and thus rendersthewholecourseof justic~ 
uncertain by considering the disposition of the crim
inal rather than his overt act. Eeligious persecu
tions have arisen by tho State assuming ecclesiastical 
functions, and the Church has had · to bear the 
obloquy of them. On the other hand, the exercise of 
civil power on the part of the Church tends to intro
duce finite standards, thus allowing expiation 
for sin and permitting the subs~it)ition of penance 
for repentance. This makes the expiation of sin an 
external matter. The Government acting on an 
ecclesiastical basis, would say to the criminal: You 
have committed murder. Well, are you sorry for 
it ~ Do you repent of it~ Very well, go and sin no 
more. Or it might.say: You have been angry with 
your brother and wish to kill him. You ha_ve not 
planned to carry this into execution,. it is true, and 
have done no overt act, but you have ·wished this in 
your heart. Then your punishment is death. Only 
disposition can judge of disposition. . When the 
State undertakes to judge. of disposition a reign of 
terror foilows. 

Another point, which is weU made by 
Professor Harris, is that where the State 
attempts .to teach religion, infidelity is the 
result. He says:-

. Careful observers of the effects of the religious 
lessons placed on the programmes ofschools in Ger
many and Austria and other nations, tell us that 
where the secular studies are taught according to 
the true method, the pupils are prone to hold in a 
sorl • of contempt the contents of their religious 
lessons. T11ey are apt to bring their critical intellects 
to bear on' dogmas and become sk€ptical of religious 
truth altogether.· It is well known that the people 
of Germanv are much given to skepticism. Its edu
cated clas; is famous for its "free-thinking," so
called. The French educated class, all of which was 
in its youth under parochial school influ~nces, is 
ath~istic. 

. Another point worthy of serious reflec
tion,. a point to which we have called 
attentiol). in THE SENTINEL several times, 
is made by Mr. E. P. Powell, of Clinton, 
New York, and that is. that education is 
no surety for the prevention of crime. He 
endorses the statement of Mr. Reeqe in a 
recent paper in. ··the Popular Science 
Monthly, that " we are confronted by facts 
~hich leave a condition of decreasing 
illiteracy and increasing crime." He says: 
"Illiteracy is on the increase in our older 
States, and crime is not decreased by our 
present system of education. I find on 
every hand graduates of our district 

schools utterly ignorant .of a~y f~~ts .or 
truths bearing on .life, citizenship, or 
character. The young .men will_sell th~ir I 

v:otes, .and are not afraid to deny truth.''' ''If 
is a'Jearful fact," says iVfr~ Bowker, at the 
National Prison Congress, '' that ajarge 
proportion of· our . prison population is of 
the educated class.,. 

Yet this fault can: not be laid tothe pub
lic school system, at least to the. theory, 
while it may be. in a measure to the 
practice of it. Practically an effort is 
'made to have the public school system 
do what it is impossible for it to do, while 
it neglects to do that which it niay and can. 
properly do. The public school can rightly 
give only a secular education, in other 
words, give an education which aims at 
good citizenship and whose object is to 
make good citize;ns. This, however, is 
almost wholJ.y neglected in the public 
school system, and the attempt is 1llade to 
make good m~m rather than good citizens, 
with the result that neither object is 
accomplished. The office and object of 
the teaching of the Church is to make good 
men, while the office and the object of 
the teaching of the State is to make good 
citizens, and the failure of the Church so 
to carry on the instruction as to make 
good men will never justify the State in 
going beyond its sphere to attempt that 
itself. 

The only means that the State has with 
which to accomplish its purposes are the 
principles of government 011 which the 
State is founded and according to which it 
continues. But these things are not taught 
to' any effective purpose whatever in the 
public school system of the United States. 
Mr. Powell says: "I can find you a dozen 
lawyers in a single township who 'never 
read the Constitution of the United 
States." And this is probably true of 
many, if not a majority, of the townships 
in the United States. From considerable 
personal observation, we should not be at 
all surprised to find that there are men in 
State Legislatures, and even in Congress, 
who never read through the Constitution 
and the Declaration of Independence. 

Neither the principles of the Declaration 
of Independence nor the provisions of the 
United States· Constitution are generally 
taught in the public schqols of the country. 
In higher grades in some city schools 
something is taught in regard to these 
documents, but even tha.t is very poorly 
done. These things which are essential 
in the work of the public school system, 
and which may be properly taught in the 
public school, are almost totally neglected, 
and instead, an attempt !s made to incul
cate goodness by the cold formal reading 
of a portion of Scripture or repeating the 
Lord's Prayer. · 

On the other hand, the professed Church, 
instead of strictly confining her efforts to 
the inculcation of principles o£ goodness 
by the power which belongs to her and 
which can be used by her alone, neglects 

this and. take~ up. ~ifferent forms of politj
cal agitaticm 'to secure legislation by which 
she can c<niq:iel';men bylawto be good .. 

If the'.State would confine itsel£ to. the 
' principles a~d system which properly be-
· long to it, and' conduct the course of edu
cation in public schools according thereto; 
and if the , Church would. confine herself 

, to that which properly belongs t~ her, if 
there were indeed in our system of public 
education• a positive and total separation 
of religion and the State, then there would 

· be much _less difficulty with the question 
of public education, and far.better results 
would come to .both religion and the State, 
to both morality and good citizenship. 
But in the present condition of things, 
instead of there being a prospect of im-

' provement, we see no hope of anything 
but a closer union of Church and State 
principles, and through that of still greater 
degeneracy. A.. T. ·J. 

The Plea Is a Fraud. 

THE following is from the "piece" 
which Mr. Crafts is reciting to audiences 

. in various parts of the country, from 
.Maine to California:- ' 

The right arm of the American Sabbath Union is 
1 the promotion of the religious Sabbath; its left arm 

the preservation of the civil Sabbath. These. two 
tliings-the Christian Sabbath on the one hand, and 
the American Sabbath· on the other hand-are as 
distinct as my two arms, that resemble and co
<>perate, and yet not the same. This distinction is 

' itself an answer to most of the objections to Sunday 
laws, which · rest chiefly on the false aRsumption 
that Sunday laws are enforcements of a duty to 
God. 

Let us examine a little the claim that 
Sunday laws are religious, not civil, and 

1 

see if it is indeed a false assumption as 
Mr. Crafts asserts that it is. How have 
the courts regarded this matter ? 

In the case of Bramhall vs. Van Campen 
(8 Minnesota Reports, '13), Judge Flan
d.rau, of the Supreme Court of Minnesota, 
gave the opinion that "the Sabbath laws 
,of that State can have no other object than 
the enforcement of the fourth of God's 
commandments." In the Supreme Court 
of Texas, Judge Caldwell held that "the 
object of the Legislature was to forbid all 
secular employments on the Sabbath, not 
excepted in the act. The disregard of the 
Sabbath, the refusal to recognize it ~s a 

. day sanctified to holy purposes, consti
tutes the offense." (Elsner vs. the State, 
30 Texas Reports, 524:) In deciding one 
of these Sunday cases the Supreme Court 
of Alabama also said: "We do not think 
the design of the Legislature in the pas
sage of the act can be doubted. It was 
evidently to promote morality and ad
vance the . interests of religion, by pro- 1 

hibiting all persons from engaging in 
their common, and . ordinary vocations." 
(O'Donnel vs. Sweeney, 5 Alabama Re
ports,· 467. See also Wright vs. Geer, 1 
Root, 474; Fox vs. Able, 2 Connecticut 
Reports, 548; George vs. George, 47 New 
Hampshire Reports, 27.) 
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The "civil Sabbath" is: simply the re
ligious S~bbat:Q. · enf<;>rce~ by .?ivil . law. 
Wt!r~ it iiot 1i'or "the fact that Sunday is a 
":relfgiou~ 'day,_ a d~y 're15afded. as . sac.red 
by a'J~rge 'p6riion of' tlie dommun:t~, 
nbtning i#oula e'Ver be heard of the "ClVll 
S~bbath. '' The plea is· a fraud. 

B. 

A Question of Rights. 

·. ;tJIAT tJ!e Roman Curia . ~nd the author
it],~$ of the Romal). Catholic Church are 
i~t~~s~ly~postile to· the public ~chool ~ys
te~.o,f.thls c~mntry, is a fact that reqmres 
no, demonstration. Comprising, as the 
Roinan :datholics do, about one-ninth of 

· th~popuXation of tllis cou,ntry, and open 
a~ the mass of the Roman Catholics are on 
all-;s~de$ ~o the ip.fluences pf a Protestant 
~e~yirol}-tne-p.t, they clearly perceive their 
4~*gera~d haveresolut~l? ad.dre~sed them
-selves to the work of m1tig~:~,t1ng 1t, 

'Jrfhj3 e~1teciiil aspect of the que~tion that 
concerns Protestants and Catholics at the 
pre~ent tiln.e,. is that presented by the pub
, lie ·~chools. These schools as established 
in the difi!erent States are in t:P,e main non
sactaria:J;J. :.'and as no distinctively religious 
instruction is imparted in them, they are 
by the Roman Catholics called "godless 

·. schools. ~J In order to offset the danger to 
the Roman faith of having the children 

· attend· 'these·_ publio schools, the Roman 
·c~tholic :iuthorities establis;h.parish schools 
of :their QWD,j and it is tJie command of 
the high church authorit~es as voiced at 
the;· Pl(ma-ry (Jouncil recently held at Bal
timore, that such schoolsbe established in 
every diocese, and that the. children of the 
cht.trch be required to attend them. This 
qrd~r of the Plenary Counc;:il is being car
ried out i:ri the different States. The action · 
of, the Rpman .. Catholic. ~ishop of New 
J~r~ey lias, however, led to the..introduc
tion in the Legislature of N_ew Jersey, of a 
proposed l'l,mendJnent to the Constitution 
ofthat ~tate pr<?hibiting apy local power 
frofu comJ?elll.ng or preventing the attend
ance of cMldren upon anyp3jrticularschool, 

. -the object being to prev~nt the church 
· authoritie~ from commandi-p.g the children 
to attend: parochial schoo~s . on .pain of 
denial of the sacraments. 

With every sympathy· for .our public 
schools,· and opposing to .the fullest extent 
the 'division or school mo]iley between Prot
estants and Romanists, it does not appear 
to'the Chr,istian at Wo;k t4at New Jersey 
shbuld enact any such prohibitory statute. 
);et argumentis advanced in favor of this 
legislation ; and we have not seen so strong 
a_ presentation of the case for the amend
ment anywhere as in that put forth in one 
of .the abl~st a11;d best of our ,secular papers 
-lJ.arp_er's Weekly. That journal puts 
the "mait¢r in this wise:-

'Che members of .the _Rom~ Church, like other 
,4ni.erican citizens, are protected in their civil rights 
by :the Government. One of tMs~ rights is the choice 
of sdhools · tdr their chil<,lren, anti: any other citizen 
6r :eembib.a.tion of 'citizens interfering with that 

right, whether they 9all themselves priests _or 
churches, may be justly restrained; 

Plausible as this may seem, we cannot 
accept it as_ conclusive or satisfactory. For 
the statement in Harper's Weekly, quoted 
a hove, to our view involves the fallacy that 
one class of rights can be guaranteed to 
the exclusion of another class: that is to 
say, Roman Catholic parents are to be 
guaranteed in some way the right of send
ing their children to th_e public school in 
defiance of the church to which they have 
promised allegiance, but the church author
ities are not to be guaranteed the rights of 
administering ecclesiastical government in 
their own way; in fact these rights guaran
teed s_ince the establishment of the Gov
ernment, are to be suddenly extinguished 
by an amendment to the Constitution of 
the State. This we take it is the position 
occupied by the advocates of the proposed 
constitutional amendment, and by jour
nals holding the view on this question 
maintained by Harper's Weekly. To such 
a position the Christian at Work is unable 
to assent. 

. .And here let us take a hypothetical case 
by way of illustration. In Louisiana, as 
is well known, the lottery is legally estab
lished, and any one has the right to buy a 
lottery ticket-a right presumably guar
anteed by the State. Well, it coming to 
the knowledge of certain Protestant 
churches that some of their members are 
investing in this lottery, and as the church 
authorities hold, to their spiritual injury, 
the authorities hold a conference, and as a 
result declare that the membership of these 
churches are prohibited from buying lot-
. tery tickets, with the admonition that those · 
who do will be expelled from the church. 
Now, will it be claimed that the State may 
in equity prohibit these church authorities 
.from enforcing thei,r prohibition by with
holding the sacrame;nts from the offenders? 
.Admitting that ther;e is the widest possible 
difference between the publiv school and 
lotteries, it is yet to be noted that by one 
party the schools a_re regarded as "god
less," as by the other party the lottery is 
held to be devilish. Yet shall liberty on the 
part of the church to deal in the one case be 
denied and in the other case allowed? May 
churches not exercise their ecclesiastical 

· functions in the one case, but have full 
liberty to do so· in the other? If so, we 
have no information as to the grounds upon 
which this discrimination is exercised by 
the State. · 

This jo~rnal, it is not necessary to say, 
believes thoroughly in the public schools. 
It wishes every Roman . Catholic child 
might attend .them; it believes thoroughly 
in compelling Romanists to pay their full 
school tax, nolens volens. But just here, as it 
seems, the province of State authority ends. 
The Roman Catholic Church has its rights, 
just as Catholic parents have theirs. If 
these parents are not willing to send their 
children to the parochial schools let them 
send them to the· public schools, as m.a•y 

Roman Catholics of New York are doing, 
and abide the consequences. But for the 
State to step in and interfere as between the 
clergy and the laity of a religious sect, is to 
infringe upon guaranteed rights, iuterfere 
in matters with which it has no rightful 
concern, and to establish a dangerous prec
edent. The less we see of this interference 
on the part of the State, the better for the 
cause of religion and religious liberty, and 
the better for the State itself.-Christian 
at Work. 

" Freethought" and Free Thought. 

THE following letter explains itself. 
We give it place as a matter of courtesy 
to a lady:- · 

Philadelphia, Nov. ~0, 1890. 
EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL: 

Your issue of. November 20 contains some criti
cisms upon my attitude at the Portsmouth Congress 
of the American Secular Union,-criticisms which, 
despite their kindly tone (for which I thank ·you), 
call for some reply upon my part. 

You quote from my speech on " Methods of' 
Extending Our Work," and charge me with com
mitting our society officially to a sectarian stand in 
favor of infidelity. 

Allow me to say, before all, that I detest the 
word "infidelity," in whichever of three meanings 
it be taken-i. e., (1) unfaithful, (2) without faith, 
(3) opposed to the prevailing faith of the commu
nity. The first meaning, no one who is at all ac
quainted with me will ever apply to me; the sec
ond, I deny emphatically, as I am a "Liberal 
Unitarian, with a very well-defined belief; and the 
third, I maintain, cannot with justice be applied to 
any moderate non-Trinitarial!- Liberal, since those 
who really uphold orthodox Christianity are in the 
minority in this country. (See statistics in my 
speech.) 

As for my " declaration of war on religion," I 
fail to find such in a single sentence of my speech . 
I did, however, recommend that children be taught 
to realize "the evil that priestcr;aft and. religious 
superstition have been from the days of savagery 
down." But what have these things to do, with the 
• • two great _commandments" of love to God, and 
love to one's neighbor, which are the,sum and sub
stance of every true religion, pagan as well as 
Christian ? You seem to object to my anxiety to 
prevent the young ''from falling into that religious 
superstition which puts the cross higher than their 
moral duty as good citizens, and which teaches 
them to consider what the Church sneeringly calls 
• mere morality' as of little account in the sight of 
the Deity whom they worship." Can it be that you 
would place church observances above. your duty to 
the truth and to your fellow-men? Not so, gentle
men; the moral tone of THE AMERICAN SENTINEL 
forbids even the suggestion of such a thing. 

I did, however, recommend Freethought Sunday
schools for children, and Freethought Lyceums for 
young people. But >.v hat does •' Freethought" 
mean ? Simply the right to freedom of tho\lght
the right to seek truth wherever we can find it. Is 
that irreligious? So much the worse then for that 
sort of religion, I should say; and I think you 
would agree with me. In regard to the methods 
which I advocated, I was careful to advance them 
as my personal views, not as my official utterance, 
as you will see if you read my speech throughout; 
and in delivering these parts of my address, I em
phasized the personal pronoun. I took the' liberty 
of advancing these more radical views of my own, 
because I knew that the majority of the delegates 
~ould expect me to outline work for the most ultra 
among ns; as well as for the most conservative. 
Moreover, our people are different from yours. 
They are, many of them, impatient of working in 
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harness; they can do their best as scouts, as guer
rillas; That I, as Secretary, should not take into 
consideration this class of our members, which com
prises many of our most active workers, would. 
indeed have been an official blunder. But; as for 
committing our society to any ism, even the ism of 
denouncing the church, which is the bulwark of 
the National Reformers, I have never done so; nor, 
so far as I know, am I likely to do so while I re
main Secretary. Unofficially, I shall propably con
tinue to protest against some dogmas which per
haps you and others believe in, as I !lo not intend 
to allow even our non-sectarian society to shut off 
my right of free speech. I trust, however, that I 
shall never be lacking in the parliamentary courtesy 

. due to the opinions of those who differ with me. 
I trust that I shall always remain broad-minded 
-enough to . give intellectual hospitality to every 
earnest seeker after truth, be he .Churchman or 
Radical. 

You are quite right in saying that the truth or 
falsity of the Christian _religion has nothing to do 

·with the question of separating Church and State. 
Nevertheless, mankind has usually been swayed'by 
likes and dislikes, rather than by simple justice. 
In the case of your own organization:, while your 
paper firmly maintains its unsectaria:i:t stand, are 
not' most of your people upheld in th~ir struggles 
against persecutimi by a feeling of devotion to their 
Master? fu our own organization, numbering 

·among its membership so many Freethinkers, Athe
ists and Individualists, can it be wondered that the 
impelling motive of the majority should be one of 
hostility to a church which they_blame for being a 
hindrance to progress ? Moreover, as Mr. T. B. 
Wakeman said at our Congress: "As long as our 
theological fellow-citizens will insist upon the in
fraction of secular Government by forcing the Bible 
into our public schools, chaplains into public bodies, 
and the exemption of churches from taxation, cer
tainly we are bound to inquii-e, · what are their 
·Bible, their prayers, and their churches worth ? " 
He also. refers. to the disadvantage under which we 
labor, in, having to invite ''those of extremely di
vergent views on every other topic except political 
secularization, to take pm·t in our Cong1·esses held 
for that purpose; " and he adds: " We must try to 
get over that difficulty by mutual intellectual and 
spiritual hospitality." 

Althoug-h yom-.org-anization and ours are working 
for the total separation of Church and State from 
entirely different motives, the object of our struggles 
is the same; and I trust that the day will come 
when we shal.l co-operate effectively as allies, with
out any sacrifice' by either of us of our impellliig 
motives; 

W.e were glad to have l'rofessor J. 0. Corliss· of 
the National Religious Liberty Association, with us 
at the Congr~ss. His ringing speech hit the nail on 

· the· head, and· pleased our people generally, even 
where they did not agree with him from areligious 
standpoint. ·!earnestly hope that your people will 
be represented at next .year's Congress also. Mean
while, let us hold out a helping hand to one another 
in the good work wherever we can, even though we 
be not ready to become' formal· allies. And ·last, 
but not least, please remember that the offieers of 
the American Secular Union, whatever their private 
or_ personal views, commit -themselves and the so
ciety officially to the promulgation of no ism what
ever. 
, With: best wi~hes for the success of THE AMERICAN 

SENTINEL in its noble work, I am 
Yours very truly, 

IDA C. CRADDOCK, 
Cor. Sec. America1~Secular Union. 

We have no extended comments to make 
upon this letter; but we must say that we 
cannot see that we did Miss Cradd0ck &ny 
injustice i:p. ou:r ctiticism · up~m her utter-

. ances at Portsmouth. Our use· of 'the 
tE:J:rm ',:infid~l" is j;ustified. by co,tilmon 
usage~ and by·Webster's definition of-the 

word. It· meains· "one who is· withqut 
faith, or unfaithful; hence; a disbeliever, 
a freethinker~" etc. A freethinker, Web
ster. says, is "one who disregards 'revela
tion; an unbeliever." The -synonyms are 
"infidel, skeptic." · · Moreover, freethink-: 
ers themselves use the word "infidel." 
Our correspondent should go • ,to the root 
of the matter and change the facts, the 
'dictionary, and the practice of ·the world 
at large, before finding fault with us; if 
she is a freethinker she is also an infidel, 
however much ·she may dislike the n:ame . 

"Freethough t" is not a dictionary term, 
but according to the usage of freethinkers 
themselves it is a synonym for ·infidelity. 
The assumption that freedom of·thought 
is "freethought" is unwarranted. The 
Christian is just as· free to think, and 
thinks to quite as good purpose as the 
freethinker; there is "freethought" and 
fr8e thought; but they differ in this, that 
while the former implies disbelief, or skep
ticism, the latter · means free exercise of 
the mind. 

We would not place "church observ
ances" above duty to the truth ·and to our 

·fellow-men, ·but we do say that faith in 
Christ is essential to the perfect discharge 
~f these duties. Miss Craddock, in com
mon with other freethinkers, would doubt
less dissent from this proposition as she 
has a perfect right to do. We criticise 
her only because such suggestions have 
no proper place in the Secular Union if it 
is unsectarian. The Union though not a 
party is a political orga,nization to influence 
the State in· the direction of secularism; 
and "secularism" does not mean opposi
tion to Christianity, it simply means op
position to union of Church and State, or 
religion and the State. But when the. 
Secular Union arrays itself against Chris
tianity an:d devises plans for the instruc
tion of the youth in "freet-hought" it 
really assumes to array the ~State against 
Uhristianity. 'l'he Secular Union agrees 
with us that the State has no right to 
favor Christianity; is it not equally true 
that the State has no right to antagonize 
Christianity ? 

Miss Craddock can no more separate 
herself from her office, and as an individ
ual outline work for the. radical members. 
of the Uniori, than the American Sabbath 
Union can· separate Sunday from ·there
ligious sentiment that sustains it, and 
tra1;1sform it into a civil institution. 

C. p;'B. 

THE Mail and Express says editorially 
that "the Sabbath is emphatically an 
American institution." We l,lad -supposed 
that itwas -a diyi1;1e.institution; certainly 
that is tr1,1e of the Bible, Sabbath, .·but 
there m!'lry be, a Sabbath tha-t is an American · 
jnstitution; .if.!'lo, that facLwould explain 
the demand for laws to maintain :i:t; every 
country of cours~ shoulq l)olster .up its 
own institutions. ·-. · · · 

M~rnorial~ of 18;29-:-30. No.-3. 

PRINCIPLES' I~VOLVED IN SUNDAY LEGIS

LATION. 

" To the Sen~te and I;fo'tise of .R~presen,ta
. tives of the _United ,States of America 
in Oon[Jress _Assembled:- · · ·-

. "The memorial of the subscribers, re
siding in Philadelphia County, Pennsyl
vania, respectfully showeth: 

"That they·approach theSupreme Leg
islature of _· their county, not for the 
purpose of infringing on the privileges '<>f 
otb.ers, but to secure that liberty. whiCh, 
in their apprehension, is now endangered. 
When these United States became inde
pendent ofthe British crown, and assumed 

· their . just station _ among the sovereign 
States of the earth, the delegates appointed 
to represent the different provinces were 
not unmindful of the great trust confided 
to thein by the people. To guard again~t 
al1-y abuse in matters of religion and civil 
policy, the wise. framers of the Constitu
tion of our Government, . after a'efining 
with unexampled accuracy the rights of 
the citizens, arid limiting the author"ityof 
Congress, e:xpressly prohibited: the latter 
from interfering with the religious opin
ions of the people. 

"Your memorialists have therefore · 
' A ' ' 

regarded with abhorrence .the diligent and 
untiring efforts of a combination of relig
ious sects, made to 0 btain an ascendancy 
in the administration of public affairs. 
To them, it is obvious that the ultimate 
object proposed to be attained is the re~og
nition by Congress of certain specific do~
trines, and thereby to enslave the con
sciences of_ the free citizens of this great 
Republic. It is now COI_ltemplated to fill 
all the public 'offices with men who shail 

' . . ' 
either directly or indirectly, accept the 
faith and doctrine of a powerful party. 
The subj~ct of which they now speak, the 
memorialists ·are aware, has frequently 
been the occasion of much painful thought 
to· some of the most eminent statesmen 
who have adorned our coulltry with the 
luster of their talents~ · 

''your memorialists regret the necessity 
. which compels them to intrude on your 
deliberations at the present juncture. Si
lence upon their· part would be constru.ed 
into approb~tibn Qf the measures pursued 
by those whom they are resolved to Op
pose. They will~ therefore, address you 
in language suited to the emergency,, ~tnd 
with a sense of . the responsibility thus 
voluntarily· assumed. 

" At the last session • of your body, 
great efforts were made to induce you, to 
pass .a law, the object of which w&s to 
suspend the. transmission of the ~ails on 
what is called tl:l~ Sab"bath, :$uta patri
otic Legi'slature then _dedded th&t it was 
incompetent ~or . them: to approach an )1~
deterlflil!'~~:·,~y'eilti(hi')p. J_efigion:. )f W,~s 
With i:l'e~t. a.f;!JO,ll,l~hrpeht J>;Ol;lr,. J++emorfal
Jstf?, hea:rd that, the ~tt.empt was again· t.o 
be renewed, and a new· attack to be DJ.ade 
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on· the rights of conscience. They have 
re~~~:veq: ti~p;_·~ox;rd,})l(} it\f?qnf'ttiop. that 
petition,fl are daily presenteq to both houses 
of Co:ngre'Ss i:p. ;rfe,]ation tq the present mail 
esti;tbHsihJent>' To havepr.qposed an open 
union of ' Church and Stdte would have 
been· .so. ,manifest a violation of republican 
principle,; a.s. must have drawn upon its 
ciutho;fs the just· resentment ofi an indig
nant people. But the subject now adopted 
as ~uitable for the legislation of Congress, 
cdti; . be d~scussed with less danger and 
WITH AN :JllFFEOT EQUALLY .CERTAIN. 

i(¥0U:r~:memorialists have in vain en
deavored 'to 'discover any· :i'easonable mo
tiv~ ·for the selection of the Sabbath as 
peduliarly prope~ for legif;!lative support. 
TMre js no small diversity ()I opinion 
a:mong mankind regarding the propriety 
of .keepiJg one day in seyen holy. The 

· Jews, and some sects of Christians, aver 
tlrftt the severdh, and not the first day of 
the' week,: is the true Sabbath. ,A large 
nulnber of pious persons believe that the 
Jewish 'Sitbbath, with its ceremonial ob
se!r\>-:a.Mes~ has been abdlished; and that, 
in'tts vlade, the first day of the week must 
be held equally sacred. Another class of 
mar'hkind !maintain that the institution is 
utt:erly abrogated, and that neither ·day 
should be observed. 

HYoul' memorialists believe that if Con
gress pos~ess the power to'designate what 
d~y'shall be' the Sabbath, itnd todenne its 
apl)ropriate duties, it would' be equally 
within the scope of their tl.uthority to de
cide other disputed points. If the Consti
ttition ha;s imposed on Congress the duty 
of discriminating what mode of faith shall 
be ··adqpted, it must, as .a; consequence, 
give the) power to compel obedience. 
· Hen.ce alF the religious obligations of men 
must become the subject of legislation to 
the ruili. Of families and the destruction of 
persotial comfort and convenience; for if 
the' law C6n enforce one religious duty, it 
can,· by parity of reasoning, insist on the 
p«'dormance of all. · 

'~ Yob.r metnorialists would say that, 
when the Congress of the United States 

· sh'all prefer an arroga:nt and domineering 
clergy, heaping upon them privileges and 
imtnmiities not enjoyed by other citizens, 
then will be formed as powerful an eccle
siastical establishment as can be found in 
any other nation on earth. The doctrines 
of the favored party will then become the 
deed of ·the country, to be enforced by 
lines, imptisohme:nt, and perhaps death. 

" The historian Gibbon utters an im
portant ' warning upon this point. He 

says: "It is encumbent on the authors 
df persecution previously to reflect whether 
they are determined to· support it in the 
last·extreme. They excite the flame which 
tHey strive to extinguish; and it soon be
comes necessary to chastise the oontumacy' 
as' #ell as' the crime, of the: offender. Tlie 
fii'i~ which he is unable· or uti willing to 
•dis'cnitrge'; exposes his p~rsort to the sever-
ities 'of the law;' and liis contempt of 

lighter penalties suggests the use and pro
priety of capital punishment." Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire, chap. 37, 
Par. 23. 

"Superstition and bigotry will paralyze 
the steps of genius, and, the further im
provement of our now happy country 
must be suspended. If the sun of her 
glory-shall now set, it will, perhaps, never 
again rise to cheer a benigpted world with 
the splendor of its rays. 

"Your memorialists would further rep
resent that, in their present appeal to the 
justice and magn'animity of the constituted 
authorities of their country, they are act
uated by no irreverent motive. Nor do · 
they cherish other than feelings of respect 
for their fellow-citizens who differ from: 
them in sentiment. They do not ask you 
to throw any impediment in the path of 
those who, in sincerity of heart, would 
worship the God of their fathers. Their 
design in now appearing before you· is to 
preserve the liberty of conscience invio
late; and to ask that the Constitution of 
the Government may not be infringed in 
this particular. 

''On no consideration would they wish 
to restrain the right of free discussion in 
relation to the matter now pending before 
you. That liberty they ask for them
selves, they devoutly desire may be en
joyed by all mankind. They are, how
ever, aware that the Sabbath is a ·part of 
the Jewish law, and it is for that people 
to advocate its sanctity~ These are, how
ever, satisned in the enjoyment of thfilir 
own rights, without intruding on those of 
others. The declaration has gone forth 
from a sect of Christians, that the due 
observance of the Sabbath is essential to 
the moral health and existence of the 
Nation. They have arrogantly usurped 
the right to determine in what the Sab- · 
bath shall consist, without having the least 
regard for those who conscientiously differ 
from them. 

over the conduct and characters of men. 
The truth of this position is denied in the 
most unqualined manner by those who 
now address you. They are clearly of this 
opinion that there is no just cause of come 
plaint on the part of the petitioners, and 
that their intolerant zeal has evidently 
destroyed their judgment. 

'' Your memorialists feel no disposition 
to submit to compulsion in matters which 
rest ex~lusively between themselves and 
the God who made them. Besid.es the at
tempt now being made on Congress, numer
ous other arbitrary measures have been 
adopted, with the intention of holding up 
to public odium those who cannot think in 
conformity with the doctrines avowed by 
your petitioners. Whatever fanaticism 
may have anticipated in former days, or 
zealous bigots in the prese-nt may predict, 
no great danger is to be feared of the 
stability of our Government, except from . 
the combinations of a corrupt clergy. 
More than half a century has elapsed since 
the day when a large and fruitful Nation 

·was given to the world. The prosperity 
of our country is unparalleled in the an
nals of history; peace and plenty have 
united to bless her inhabitants. Every 
description of creeds and endless varieties 
of faith have their votaries, and flourish 
under the protection of a generous system 
of laws. Learned institutions are encour
aged and thrive among us; and there is 
reason to believe that the hour is rapidly 
advancing in which every individu.al in 
our extensive territory will be properly 
qualifie~ to exercise the great functions to 
which he is eligible. From Maine to 
Mexico, and from the Atlantic to the. 
Western wilds, the same smiling scene . is 
displayed. 

" Your memorialists would inquire if, 
in this general prosperity, the friends of 
religion and morality have any well
founded cause of discouragement ? The 
countless evils that must flow from the 
least iuterference of the general Govern
ment with the view of f,woring a religious 
party are such as, in their consummation, 
would prove destructive to our national 
existence. It is impossible, on an occasion 
like the present, not to advert to the mis
ery which has flowed from the assumption 
of ecclesiastical dominion in other coun
tries. There are regions where persecu
tion even now erects her blood-stained 
banner, and demands unnumbered victims 
for her unholy service. The past history 

"Your memorialists have considered 
the importance of your deliberations to 
the welfare of the Nation, and .that some
thing more than an ordinary occurrence 
is necessary to justify them in thus ob
truding on your attention. Their inclina
tions would have induced them to keep 
silence, had they not felt themselves urged 
by a sense of imperious duty to oppose 
the daring schemes of the day. The zeal 
with which the plans of different sectaries 
have been prosecuted, g,nd the pertinacity 
of design manifested by their continuing 
to force their views of religion on the 
people, must be accepted as an apology. 
The great political doctrine, that all men 
have a natural right to worship Almighty 
God according to the dictates of their con
sciences, is now denied. · It is said that 
religion requires compulsory laws for its 
security,* and the extension of its influence 

. of the Church furnishes a melancholy 
demonstration of the danger to be antici
pated from an alliance of the ministers of 
religion with the civil magistracy. There 
is no language which can adequately de
scribe the abuses which have been prac
ticed; the diabolical cruelty which · has 
been perpetrated, and the immense amount 

*This Qhurch and State: doct~ine is quite .generally held 
among sunday-law advocates. Judge Scott, in delivering the 
opinion upholding the Sunday law in 1\fissonr!, S~tid: ".Long be
fore the convention which framed our Constitution was· assem-

bled, experience had shown that the mild voice of Christianity 
was unable to secure the due oboervance of Sunday as a day 
of rest. The arn\ of the civil power had interposed." So, 
what the mild voice of Christianity cannart do, these Sunday 
agitators are determined to accomplish at any cost by the iron 
hand of law. 
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of suffering which has been inflicted, un
der the plea of defend,ing the cause of 
religion. The beautyof youth, the ven~ 
erable decrepitude. of old age, and the 
power of rank, were equally incompetent 
to relax: the iron grasp of the Church. , 

'' Your memorialists would also suggest 
that the liberal provision made by our 
Constit1,1tion for the exercise of individual 
rights, and the encouragement· given to 
enterprise and talent, have invite<! to our 
shores multitudes of honest and ingenious 
artists. Fleeing . from persecution in the 
land of their nativity, they h.ave sougl).t a 
home in the only country under heaven 
where liberty can be said to dwell. Here 
they calculated to be delivered from those 
galling restrictions which had rendered 
existence wretched; and here they have 
not; as yet, been disappointed. We owe it 

· to them, as well as to ourselves, to employ 
every energy to perpetuate our excellent 
Government, and to defend it from ~he 
attacks of insidious enemies. 

".Your , memorialists repose, with the 
fullest confidence, in the wisdom and in
tegrity of their representatives in Con
gress. They cannot, however, .leave the 
subject without· the expression of their 

. sincere approbation of the manner in 
which the question now under considera
tion was disposed of in the last session of 
your body. They would, therefore, re
spectfully ask that, not only should the 
prayer of the petitioners be rejected, but 
that s,uch order shall be taken on the ques
tion as will forever preclude its revival." 

lndivid ualism. 

THE last Legislature of this State passed 
an, act rel~tting to married women, which 
reads as follows:-

A,married woman shall have a right of action for 
injuries to her property, injuries to her person or 
character, and injuries arising out of the marital 
relation, in all cases in which an unman'ied woman 
or a husband now has a right of action by law.· A 
husband shall not be liable in damages for his wife's 
wrongful or tortious :wts, nor. for injuJ;ies to person, 
property, or the rnantal relatiOns caused by the acts 
unless the said acts were done by actual coercion or 
instigation of the husband: anq. such coercion or 
fustigation must be proved in the same mariner as 
any other (act is required to be proved: but in all 
cases embraced in this section the wife shall be pe.r
sona;Hy liable for her wrongful or tortious acts. 

This statute .is in the line of numerous 
othe~ acts passed by the Legislature. of 
this State with reference to married· wo
men, the design of ~hich is to put a wife, 
as to legal independence and responsibil
ity, on the saDie footing as that of her 
husband, or as that of an unmarried 
woman. Under the old common law the 
wife was largely a mere chattel, and had 
but ·few rights and only a very limited 

. protection. Her personality, so far as she 
had any, was chiefly merged in that of 
her. ·husband, who virtually owned her, 
just as he owned a horse. She could 
neither sue nor be sued. She really had 
no legal,personality attach.ing as a status 
to herself. The legislation of this coun
try has for yeats been sweeping away this 

antiquated nonsense and i11justice, and 
giving to married wom,en tll.eir proper 
rights as .. persona, and· holdjng them · t.o 
their just responsibilities. · The, mo.ve is 
in the right direction.-Theindependent 

Such legislation i& to be app;roved}or the 
reason that it tends to render .. those af
fected by it self-reliant and self-govern
ing ... But it is strange that whilE:~ our law 
makers se.e the ev:il of merging the per
sonalityof the wife into that of th~ hus
band, they apparently see no impropriety 
at all in the State's swallowing up the 
individuality of both men a1;1d women, 
making the State everything and the indi
vidual citizen. nothing. 

Opinions on Sunday Closing of the Fair. 

ONE of the Chicago papers has been 
inviting and publishing opinions relative 
to the ·Sunday closing of the World's 
Fair; the following are a few of those 
opinions. We expect to print others next 
week:'--

Co~mog(,)ny teaches that through all nature runs a 
mystic seven. A mysterious, never-changing: arrange
ment pervades everything. There seems to be 
always a space, a stop, a hiatus. The six days' work 
and then one d!!-y's rest is only ari.example in per
fect harmony WJ,th the wondrous whole. All that 
grows is better for rest. Even machinery, they say, 
runs more smoothly if not kept running all the time. 
Sunday is to the week what the rest is to music or 
the period is to the sentence. We have the. testi
mony of many employers that men ar,e able to do 
as much work in six days with a day's rest as in 

. seven without any recuperation. A workingman 
has only a certain amount of vitality, andif it is 
spread o:at over seven days its force in each day is 
weakened. 

No one will dispute the value of Sabbath rest from 
a hygienic point of view, I trust, . sci the matter 
should be viewed from the standpoint of expediency. 
. , . The· men on· railroads and street-car lines, 
the thousands of laborers in and around the Exposi
tion grounds, and inany more, would be kept from 
their Sabbath rest. 

MISS FRANCES E. WILLARD. 

It is true, of course, that keeping the World's 
Fair open on Sunday will keep many men at work 
on that day: MiSs Willard is right enough on that 
point, but will not each of those men work of his 
own free will, and lu!,s he not a right to do so if. he 
chooses ? Thousands of men will be willing to do 
the Sunday Exposition work for the double pay that 
will be offered. W ASIDNGTON HESING. 

I would not even have the Art gallery opened. I 
would have every crack and crevice shut closely 

. and have a sign hung out which would herald to 
the nations of the world that the American people, 
as a people, and the American Government recog
nize the Sabbath· as an institution, the value of 
which is inestimable. REv. E. P. GoODWIN. 

A .World's Fair, a universal Exposition, is to be 
held in Chicago. Exhibitors from all parts of the 
globe are to be invited guests. The Mohammedan 
comes bringing his wares, he has a day' which he 
regards as the Sabbath; he of the Semitic l'ace has 
another, and we, as Christians, still another. Here 
are three different days of rest and worship, as 
sacred. It is .manifestly neither fair·uor feasible to 
force. our peculiar observances .upon our g'\].ests. A 
simple and equitable adjustment of the matter is to 
have the Fair open each and every day, and thus 
~~e freedom. of c01:;scienc!l possible, to every ex
hibitor. Let 1t be as m Tums. When I was there I 
observed that there ·were three·. days observed 
each week. That is. the Christian, the Turk and 
the Jew, each closed his'ji1ace of liusiness and devoted 
himself to rest' and :worship·on the day he recognized 
as sacred. The, rE;lpresentatives of the Wome;n's 
Qhristian Teiriperarice Union at the Paris Exp<)si
tiOn closed'then "chalet" on Snnday. They were 
not compelled to continue.· their Exposition on Sun
day because it was possible to do so, 'no more than 
the Jew was to keep open his· exhibit· on: our Satur
day, which he regards ~s s;tcrec,l It seems. to me 
that nothing less than the broad . tolerance ·of ·the 
Fair open every day in. the week wiU insure succes~. 

MISS DICKINSON, 
Member of Chicago Board · of Lady· Managers 

World's.Jfair. 

N.A:'X'XON~ .. 

RELIGIOUS UB-ERTY ASSOCIATION.~ 

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES. 
We believe In the religion taught, by Jesus Christ.· . 
We believe in temperance, and regard the liq,uor traffic as a· 

curse to society.• : · · · · · 
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit-

ting 'to Its. authority. . . . 
We deny the right of anr civil government to legislate on 

religious questions. · 
We believe It is the right and should be the privilege, of 

every manto worship accc:irdlng to the dictates of his own con· 
science. ' · 

We also-believe it·to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the In· 
estimable blesslnas of both rell~~:ious and civil liberty. 

OFFICES. 
48 BoNn STREET, NEw YoRK CITY; 

225 A ST,, N. E.," WASHINGTON; 28 COLLEGE PLACE, oiDCA!)O• 

C. ELDRIDGE, -
W. H. McKEE, 

- President. 
Secretary. 

A Rabbi on Religious Liberty. 

(Concluded.) 
[A speech delivered by Rabbi David Phillipson 

befere the late Secular Congress at Portsmouth, , 
Ohio. Somewhat abridged.] 

THE blessings we enjoy we rarely ap
preciate to their fullest extent, until we 
are in danger of being deprived of them. 
Full religious liberty, and freedom of con
science is one of the grBatest, if not the 
greatest blessing enjoyed by the people of 
this country. 

We have no favored, no recognized, no 
State Chur,ch. There is nothing in the 
Constitution qf the country that can be 
interpreted to the advantage of any one 
religious denomination or to the disadvan
tage of any other. The land has been 
blessed indeed during the century and . 
more of its existence, blessed on this very 
account, There has been full amity and 
comity before the law among all reJigious 
denominations. Nor has religion suffered, 
for there is no people in the world in 
which the religious sense is so fully devel
oped or· ~o deeply imbedded as in the 
American people. · 

Smoothly and. without friction haYe the 
wheels of the relig~ouslife revolved in all 
this time, but during the pa,st year or so 
strange voices are making themselves 
heard, and fanatics, if not hot-headed, 
then cool-headed ones, who are aU the 
more dangerous on that account, urging a 
recognition by the Government of this 
country o.f the claims of a special religion, 
of Christianity. There w:ere, during the 
last s(,:lssion of Congress three measures 
before the ~egislative bodies sitting in 
Washington,. all having the same purpose 
in view, the . Blair Sunday bill, and th~:J 
Blair Educatiqnal Amendment l;Jefore . the 
Senate, ~tnd the Breckinridge Sunday pill 
before.tl).e HG.us.e,. 

.. These atte:rnpts, may well fill us , with . 
alarm, .even though these measures did 
not gain the .sanction of Congress, yet. the , 
very fact . that· they were presented showw; 
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th,d~thbr~ is <fM1ger ~h'ea,d\ a;nd .thitt among 
a certai'@.:. ~?rY\>~,,.p,f the ,c~p;munity (and 
that· no s-mitll'':"lf:i¥,e~~;:§,entirli'e1!lts' are abroad 
which are;, tliort1iugltly ait ~rariance with 
the intentions'6f the folinders 'of the Gov
ernment; lltrrd' w:i.th 'the:teachihgs of true 
religious ·liberty ; these teachings are the 
complet~ separation of Church and State, 
and. full ~reedom of every individual to 
wor~hip and to tltlnk as he wHL . . . . 
The.se ideBIS ·.held in: the closing decades of 
the .last century; they have held during 
this centmiy, but 'now there appears to be 
a retrogression; we are seemingly going 
back to those darker days when one relig
ion .was recognized by the . State to the ex
elusion of others . 

. £isteu to this sentence from a section of 
· one;.of these bills: ''Each State in the U n
ion '\shall establish and maintain a system 
offree public schools adequate for the ed
ucatioit of' alHhe ~\'l,P,ildren •living therein; 
?e;twe~n t}f~ agf\s dl~ix and sixteen years, 
mclus1 ve, m ... the >!f,ommon branches of 
lealming, ~'11 virtue~and morality, and in 
a knowledge 'of thet\fundamental and J10n
sectarian principles. ~f Christianity." 

The fundamental and non-sectarian prin
ciples of Christianity! ·What are .·they? 
Those principles in which all Christians 
believe; ar few of such principles are the 
divinity ·of Jesus, original sin, justification 
by faith~ etc. ; see you not the insidious· 
attempt to force Christianity upon the 
State, and have it acknowledged as the 
naitional religion, no matter though there 
are hi:I:ndreds of thousands who do not be
lieve ill the fundamental and non-sectarian· 
principles of' Christianity; let not that 
terin "non-sectarian" mislettd; it is not ap
plied in a general sense, the non-sectarian 
principles of religion, but the non-secta
rian principles of Christiallity. 

A Government, one of whose foundation 
stones is this principle of the absolute sep
aration of Church and State, may not for 
a rttonie:rit entertain any such resolution, 
but it is sad to think that we have retro
graded 'SO far, that religious narrowness 
has. found its ·way even into the halls of 
Government. What individuals do with

. out in the different walks of life is their own 
concern, but when a man is elected to the 
Legislature of the country he becomes rep
resentative not only of the people who 
coincide with his private ·religious views, 
buill of the people at large; and the moment 
he assumes these large duties, these small 
individualities must be laid aside, or else 
he:is not the man for the place. 

Another foundation-stone. of the Gov
ernment is individual liberty of action, as 
long as it does not interfere with the like 
liberty of others. This, the so-called Sun
da-y laws tend to subvert. The Government 
may not officially recognize any one day 
upon which it prohibits,freedom of action. 
. · . These bills are obnoxious 
·bu·fnot because they .designate Sunday as 
the day to be· particularly observed. ··They· 
would be just as obnoxious if they would 

name the Saturda.'y or any other day. The 
:State may not interfere with the freedom of 
the individual consCience; once begun wh,o 
can tell where it will end; the encroach
ments will ·grow more and more until in 
all probability we will get back to the old 
Blue Laws, which prohibited any man to 
walk in the field on Sunday, or to smile or 
listen to any music except the dreary 
hymns, which the gloomier they were the 
more religious they were supposed to be. 
The State .has its proper work, the Church 
has its own sphere. "The civil power 
ought to be not only neutral and impartial 
as between different forms of faith, but 
ought to leave these matters entirely on 
one side, regarding them no more than it 
regards the artistic or literary pursuits of 
the citizens." 

Such has been the policy of the Govern
ment; it is a late day now to begin to sub
vert it; but I believe it may truly be said 
that the majority of the men and women 
of the land protest against even the least 
encroachment of the State upon the relig
ious sphere or the smallest interference 
with the inalienable rights of the individ
ual consqience and thought, and if they 
do not so protest it orily shows that the 
narrow-mindedness of days tnat we had 
thought long past still exists to-day. Sen
ator Blair, for example, is not a represent
ative of the people, but of a class of men, 
who, though living. in the last years of 
the nineteenth century, belong to the spirit 
of the seventeenth. They must stillleaPn, 
all men and women of this kind, that 
sectarianism is not religion, that the bond 
of mankind is broader than the bond of 
the Church, that no single body of men 
has any rights, as such, over any other, 
and that the· God of. m<1nkind is much 
more loving than .the God they profess, 
who is at best only the God of a sect, all 
others except thos~ who believe and think 
with them being placed out. of the pale of 
his regard. This sectarianism represents 
th•) spirit that breathes in every law' or 
resolution which is brought forward in 
the interest of any religion in the councils 
of the State; this is the spirit that dom
inates some of our so-called statesmen at 
this late day. 

I would like yoU: to cont:r=:.st with these 
expressions the words of him whom Amer
cans honor above all men-of Washington. 
With a century of experience back of them 
the Sunday agitators and Church-in-the
State advocates see not as clearly as did 
the American fathers with no further ex
perience than their own good, common 
sense and their mighty intentions of the 
right, what are the natural rights of man, 
what religious liberty means. Washing
ton was ·what is called a good church 
member, being a vestryman of the Epis
copal Church; but this did not blind him 
to the fact that there might likewise be 
truth in other systems, nor did it pr~vent 
him from perceiving the necessity of keep
ing religion out of the State, nor of accord- 'I 

ing full liberty of thought, worship . and 
action to all. 

All this is the more wonderful when we 
remember that these men had all been' 
British subjects, and in no country in 
Europe was there closer connection-5 be
tween Church and State than in England; 
also in the Colonies in this country had 
there been an established Church, which 
was recognized by the laws of the State, 
all the more glory and honor to them that 
they should see beyond the ideas in which 
they grew up, as it were, and free them· 
selves from the conceptions that were so 
prevalent around about the:in. It was a 
wonderful age and they were wonderful 
men. What clearer statement has ever 
been made of the religious rights of man 
than the following words of Washington: 
"Every man who conducts himself as a 
good citizen is accountable alone to God 
for his religious faith, and should be pro
tected in worshiping God according to 
the dictates of his own conscience." Let 
the latter-day apostles, who ar~nowliving, 
hear and take inskuction from such sen
timents. No word here about the funda
mental and non - seCtarian principles of 
Christianity to be taught to the children 
in the public schools, but each man should 
be protected in worshiping God accord
ing to the dictates of his own conscience, 
and not according to the rules and laws 
set and prescribed by men. 

Religious liberty is the brightest jewel 
in the crown of American institutions; it 
has placed the man above the sectarian; it 
has place.d manhood upon the highest pin
nacle. God Eternal has created men of 
many minds; in ·nothing do these minds 
differ as much as in religious thought; 
each one unto himself, than, in this. Jew 
and Christian, agnostic and infidel, will 
find perfect peace and live in perfect har
mony only so long as private convictions 
are not interfered with, only so long as 
the State will attend to its own, the Church 
to its own, as was the thought of the great 
Americans· whose names we honor and 
whose thoughts, which are also our 
thoughts upon the subject in hand, may . 
be gathered into tlie few terse words: " Re
ligion must always be kept separate from 
civil government." 

THE pretension is always· st:lt up in be· 
nalf of arbitrary government that the 
ruler can do better for the people ijllan 
they can do for themselves. This idea of 
paternalism in government was discarded 
by our fathers when they ordained for 
themselves and their posterity that they 
would be a self-reliant, self-supporting,. 
self-governing people. Under our theory 
of government the people are no more, 
dependent on their rulers and law-givers . 
for their support in their industrial pur
suits than they are for food and clothing, 
or for their consciences and their religious" 
creeds-Senator Morgan. · 
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THE Chicago .Evening Post ha~ for some 
weeks past· been receiving ballots for and 
against the Sunday opening of the Colum
bian Exposition. November 15, the vote 
stood, for Sunday opening, '7,542; against 
Sunday operihig, 3, 301. 

THE Mail and Express says:-
Let the pure religious fire caught from heaven by 

the clean hands of the fathers ever brightly burn 
upon the altar of American liberty. May every 
foreigner, who visits our shores of freedom during 
the World's Fair, return h"me with the· conviction 
that true religious devotion is not only compatible 
with, but essential to, the highest form of individual 
independence. and national liberty. 

But what becomes of "individual inde
pendence" if the individual is so .hedged 
about by civil law that he has no inde
pendence? 

A LoNDON secular paper remarks that 
"it is hardly fair that a ship-owner who 
encourages his crew to resp:ect Sunday 
should suffer in the competitive strug
gle," and says that the Government should 
'' secure for all a;like the rest and quiet 
which in the self-governing Colonies is en
forced .by law." 

Commenting upon this, the -PresBnt 
Truth, an English religious pa.per, says: 
"That is, compel men who do not believe, 
so that those,who do will have no sacrifices 
to make, and will not suffer in the com
petitive struggle. This would be com
pensation with a vengeanoo. That relig
ious papers should be making such appeals 
as this is'not a hopeful sign of the times. 
They only show how ut'terly antagonistic 
to the spirit of the gospel is the spirit of 
Sunday laws alil.d all other religious legis
lation." 

REV. NATHANIEL W. CoNKLING, D.D., 
writes' a letter to the New York Observer, 
descriptive of Alaska and some of its peo
ple, 'in which speaking of the Metlakahtla 
Indians, he says:-

These so-called Indians are . Christianized. Mr. 
Duncan acts in the belief tha-t to educate them 
without Christianizing them is to give them a bane 
rather than · a blessing. All information goes to 
show that they are consistent Christians. In this 

. Sabbathless country, every :Metlakahtla Indian who 
makes. a contract to work in mines, cannel'ies, or 
forest, insists on the distinct agreement that he does 
no work on Sundays. 

Who can doubt that these Indians are 
altogether more .self-reliant and better 

,, 

able _to ·meet all tempt1:1.tion ~nder such 
·circumstances th~.j.n . they would had they 
been hedged around with a Sunday law, 
and required to .keep the day to avoid ar~ 
rest and imprisonlll.ent? . The fact th-at thes~ 
Christianized Indians keep. Sunday in. a, 

country where there is no law. requiring 
tl).em to' do so, shows that others could 
keep it also if th~y were only sufficiently 
Christianized to be willing to pra.ctioe a 
little· self-denial, and suffer;. loss i{ neces~ 
sary, rather than violate their: conscientious . 
convictions. of duty. ' 

'THE history of Protestantism has noth
ing to boast of over Catholics," says the 
Catholic Review. "They know very well 
-at least some of them do---,that we can 
more than match them in every charge 
they bring against us, especially in the 
charge of persecution for consCience' sake. 
If we were so disp?sed we could appeal to 
the whole history of Protestantism, and 
especially to that of our Puritan fore
fathers, to prove . conclusively that the 
country is in danger of the supremacy -of 
that element." . This is all too true; but it 
don't prove that persecution for conscience' 
sake is right. it is equally evil co:ine from 
what source it may. Intolerance U?-as
querading as Protestantism is just as 
wicked as when wearing the badge of 
Rome. 

IN the United States District Court, 
November 4, Judge Hanford rendered an 
opinion in the suit brought by Catholic 
Bishop of Nesqually to obtain the title of 
340 acres of land occupied as a militt:j.ry 
reservation by the United States Govern
ment at Vancouver, Wash. The claim 
brought by the plaintiff is based upon the 
establishment of a missionary station at 
Vancouver with consent of Hudson Bay 
Company. The property is now estimated 
to be worth nearly $1,000,000. The Court 
holds that the claims of the United States 
Government to the lands, as a reservation, 
is prior in time and .for that .reason, if no 
other, superior in equity. to that of plain· 
tiff. An appeal was taken to the United 
States Supreme Court. This is simply his
tory repeating itself; favors once granted 
the Roman Church have invariably been 
subsequently demanded as rights; and in 
this respect many so-called Protestant 
bodies are not one whit behind Rome. · 

THE Christian Advocate, referring to 
the Louisiana Lottery, says :-,-

It takes from New England more than three mil
lion dollars annually. It draws over long distances 
and its drafts are immense. How much does it re
turn ? If it did. no other mischief than swallow the 
people's millions without yielding any adequate re
turn it might be enduNd. The demoralization of 
conscieuces and manhood which it produces is in-
finitely ·worse. · 

This is a very common but a ~ery 
erroneous idea. The legitimate business 
of the Government ie to I!rotect the per-

sons, property,. and reputation of its citi- · 
zens; an.dto.do this properly requires the 

• prohibition of. such swindling concerns as 
lotteries. 

The fact that lotteries are demoralizing 
does not justify th.eir prohibition. The 

, same argument would justify the suppres
. sion of a great. deal of literature with which 
probably ;even the AdvGcate: would not in
~ist.th?<t the,State should meddle. When 
the State begins to regulate morals there 
is no place for it to stop short of absolute 
paternalitom ·with all its objectionable 
features. ---------

THE Independent has the following;-
A colporter of the ~eri_can Bible Society, Pen

zotti, has been imprisoned in Peru, near the capital, 
for circulating Spanish Bibles. At the latest ad vices 
he had been lying in jail two months awaiting trial. 
It was his expectation when he last wrote that he 
would be sentenced shortly to four months or a 
year's impri~oriment. The only crime of which he 
was guilty, so far as the American Bible Society has 
learned, was that of ·selling Bibles. It seems in
credible that such a case should occur in any of the 
South American countries, and particularly in a 
State like Peru. In Argentine and· in Chili full lib
erty of 'W,orship is allowed, b'\lt not yet in Peru nor in 
Bolivia. ' 

Yes, it does seem strange· that such an 
outrage upon human rights can be "perc 
petrated in this enlightened age anywhere 
outside of Russia-or rather it would seem 
strange did we not know that in more 
than one State of our own glorious Union, 
honest, industrious, and God-fearing men 
have within the present year been im
prisoned, not for selling Bibles, but for 
•reading the Bible and obeying it just as it 
reads rather· than· as expounded by the 
dormant religious sects. 

A LITTLE pamphlet o:ri the Sunday ques
tion. has reached. our table. We are at a 
loss to understand why a man who pro
fesses to reverence Sunday should use such 
suicidal means. The book begins by claim
ing that the day is a religious Sabbath, 
but ends up by the oft-repeated assertion 
that it is not; that it is a· civil Sabbath. 
The argument simply overthrows itself. 
It is ::,t new form ·of the story about the 
Irish woman who didn't want to lend her 
tub: 

"A tub is it! Sure an' I niver owned 
sich an article," and seeing a doubtful ex
pression on _her neighbor's face, added, 
" An' baysoids, wasn't it Mrs. O'Rafferty 
that borried it jist this blessed minit ? " 
-Moral and Scientific Companion 
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'THE. Sabbath is emphatically an Amer
jcan institution.-.Mail and Express. 

How long since? The' Christian world 
has for nin,eteen hundred years had an 
idea th1:1t th13 .Sabbath wa.s intended for the 
ob,servance ·of all mankind. There is no 
national peculiarity about it.-New York 
Press. 

HAD God commissione~ men to admin
ister hi,s law, and to require of their fel
lows the discharge of duties due to the 
Divine Being, it would have destroyed 
responsibility to God, and have put wan 
in: the place of God. On the other hand, 
had ~od .not· committed to men the power 
to regulate to some extent their relations 
with each other, to enforce and preserve 
their own rights, one of two things would 
have followed: either punishment would 
have btlen so long delayed as to afford no . 
protection to those in need of it, or else 
vengeance Wbuld have been so swift and 
certain as to defeat the • very design of 
.God in making man a free moral agent. 

THAT the adoption of the National Re
form creed is that which is demanded by 
the Conference on moral instruction in 
the schools, is evident from the following 
from Rev. G. S. Payson's account of that 
meeting:-

The first address, delivered by Professor George 
R: ·Crooks;· was a most eloquent and persuasive 
pres-entatioil of the reasons why morals should be 
t~:ught in every public school in the Union, and 
why i·everence for God and responsibility to him 
should in· every case be made the basis for such 
insvruction. . . . The State is divinely o1·dained; 
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it is a moral being, and the subject of a moral gov
ernment, for we hear of ''a corrupt State," and of 
" the just -retribution which may be visited upon a 
State; " all this the State should teach. 

And yet we suppose that the gentlemen 
who demand that this instruction be given 
at public expense, would to a man insist 
that it is purely non-sectarian. It must 
be that only that which the other fellow 
believes is sectarian; "that which I hold 
myself is the 'simon-pure,' unadulterated 
article absolutely essential to that morality 
which is absolutely essential to the well
being of the State." 

An Anti-Christian Scheme. 

WE have stated several times that the 
Sunday-law movement and, in fact, the 
whole mov:ement iu general for religious 
legislation, is directly contrary to the gos
pel of Christ. The theory, the methods, 

· and the purposes of the movement are the 
opposite of those that pertain to the gospel 
of Christ. And that this is so we propose 
to demonstrate by proofs that cannot be 
questioned. To begin with we quote from 
Mr. Crafts's book, "The Sabbath for Man," 
a passage from under the heading, "The 
Improvement of Sabbath Observance." 
It is written to show how Sunday observ
ance can be improved; to show how that 
good for which the Sunday-law advocates 
are working may be promoted. It is as 
follows:- · 

The best way to keep young men in the Sabbath 
school at the very age when they need it most, is to 

· put a hedge of adult classes, filled with their parents, 
between them and the door. 

Mark, this is given as the best way to 
keep young men in the Sabbath School. 
To any one who knows anything about the 
gospel of Christ, it is easy to see that the 
method here recommended as the best is 
directly the opposite of the gospel method. 
This · "best way" proceeds wholly upon 
the idea of force, it recognizes .no other 
means, whereas the sole theory upon which 
the gospel of Christ proceeds is that of lov
ing persuasion. The idea of the gospel is 
by careful, tender instruction to implant 
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in the minds of people such a love for the 
day, and the place, and the forms of· wor. 
ship, and the service of God, as shall take 
precedence of everything else, being in 
itself such a constraint as to utterly dis
pense with every such machine- made 
m:ethod as is here recommended by the 
chief factor for promotion of Sunday ob
servance, and a noted Sunday school in
structor as well. The word of the -gospel 
of Christ is, "The love of Christ constrain
eth us." When such is the ·case, all the 
service of God, all the times of worship, are 
a delight; but by such a method as is here 
recommended it would be .but a very little 
while indeed until it would be perfectly in 
order for the author of this "best way" 
to tell what would be the best way to get 
th8 young men into the house at all, as 
wel1 as to keep them in rafter they are 
there. 

But this is not all. The writer contin
ues:-

The next best remedy for the truancy of Sabbath 
school boys is for every superinten<ient to provide 
his teachers with blanks by which the attendance 
and contributions of each scholar, except adults, 
may be reported through the mail quarterly or 
monthly to parents. A third remedy which may be 
used, with or without the second, is to provide each 
membe):' of the school quarterly with smalft':numbered 
envelopes such as are used for weekly collections in 
churches, in which parents may put the missionary 
dime or nickel and seal it up, so that it may not get 
lost on the way to Sabbath school, and so that the 
treasurer of the Sabbath school can at his home 
credit each person by their number with what is 
paid. Where such an envelope system has been 
adopted collections have been doubled, which me.ans 
more than the saving of money-it means preven-t. 
tion of Sabbath breaking and conscience breaking . 
by little embezzlers who were not before sufficiently 
protected against temptation. 

The whole quotation proceeds upon 
the same theory as that above noticed. 
Parents must first suspect. their children 
of being rascals, and count them as embryo 
thieves, and are therefore not to trust their 
children with ioose money, but must "seal 
it up" lest it be· embezzled. Instead of 
teaching what he .chooses to call these 
"little embezzlers" to be honest enough 
not to embezzle the mif?sionarY, money, Mr, 



3B6 THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Crafts teaches the parents that the money . 
must ,be. sent by the children to the Sunday 
school, carefully. sealed ·up; and. then, in 
addition, there must be:a;systemo(checks 
and balances by ~reports of thee sup~liint~.~
dent. to the; parents,. so tha~ t:P,ey ;e~n )e 
certain, thl}.t their children are h()itest. · ·. To 
teach honest.y; as well as all the other virt~ 
ues is~suppq~ed /to be the very object· of. 
theSundt\Y -school. It is; certainly the ob
ject of Qhristiani;ty, and it is likewise sup
posed tha.t parents who care sufficiently 
interest.ed in the cause of Christianity to 
give money for missionary work, and to 
teach their children to give it, are at least, 
professed Christians, and are therefore, 
supposed to instruct their children iri the 
Christian virtues and graces. At least all 
this ought to be, but from Mr. Crafts's 
statement; and from the whole tenor o:f his 
book, it would appear that such is not his 
understanding of what the purpose of the 
Christian religion is, and that the instruc
tion in Sunday schools under his guidance 
would not take this direction. 

For onrselves we have more respect for 
both the parents and the chi1drel,l in the 
Sunday schools of the United States than 
to thinkfor.an.instant that they are such 
chnracters as he ,pictures.. But this is the 
theory upon -w:hich he would have them 
proceed, and this is the theory upon which 
the -:whole scheme of Sunday legislation is 
based. · 

But this is not all of that quotation that 
is objectionable; this is not the only point 
that is contrary to the gospel of Christ. 
The last expression in that quotation re
veals another important point, in which 
the teachings of the Sunday-law workers 
are directly opposite to the teachings of 
Christianity. He s~ys that such a "sys
tem, more than the saving of money' means 
. prevention of Sab):>ath breaking and con
science breaking by little embezzlers who 
were not before sufficiently protected against 

· temptation." 
Tlie idea , of protecting people from 

temptation, and of taking away' all pros
. pecLoi'ltetppt~tion, rather than to instill 

. ·into the individual a courage tliat can 
meet temptation, and a power' that will 
overcome it, is the point to which we refer 
as be~11g cqntraryto the teachings of Chris
tianity. This is not peculiar to Mr. Craft~. 
This theory runs through all the move:r;nent, 
of which he is but a part, notably in the 
work of the Woman's Christian Temper
ance Union. 

"' ':- 1 z -- L 

Not long &ince,.in.Washington City, we 
went to a meeting of the Woman's Cl;lris

. tian Temperance Union .. Quite a lengthy 
speech was made upon the work and the 
aims of the U niori.. The ·w ho're idea. of the 

. speech; and the one point of it all was the 
object' of taking a~ay temptation from the 
people. of this 'world.· . The speaker with 
:ini:ich enthusiasm described the peace and 

. glory of "the good time coming,,, when, 
by the work of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance. Union, all evil shall have 

·been suppressed 'by law and all temptation no race to run~ bu.tinstead, the command 
removed;. when the mothers can tak~their is, "Run with. pai.ience the race that; is set 
littJe boys in their !llrms and dandlt:l. them before us;;' and ''So run. that ye may ob- · 
'upon their knees hi the blessed assurlince tain." Tlfe 'Lord .has not promised a 

· that that they will never have to nieet any · trium1>hto~tltose who have· done no fight
temptation.· ·· • ing, hut tO those' who·have.·conquered. "To 
, N'Ow there.isno such time ever coming him that overcorp.eth [conquflreth] will I 

in this world as . that speaket; . described. gr.ant to sit ·with me in my throne, even as I 
The time will never be in this world when also overcame [conquered], and am set 
people will be free froni temptation.; and, ·down ·witb; my Father inhis throne.'' 
aside from this, the theory of mora,ls that It would be easfto fill oneof. these col
would take away temptation for fear that umns with scriptures clearly.showing the 
a person will.do wrong, is utterly false. same thing, but these are sufficient to show 
Virtue can never be inculcated nor culti- that those who are working for religious 
vated by .any such process. Morality can legislation are proceeding upon a false 
never pe developed by any such means. theory wholly; that, although they profess 
If such a theory were true, then the proper to be Christians, they employ methods and 
thing for t'he Lord to have done would hold ideas th&t are the opposite of Chris
have beentohavestaidinHeavenandkilled· tianity; and that, although they profess to 
the devil at once. He certainly had the be ministers of the gospel, and gospel 
power to do so. It would have been easy workers, their whole movement, its meth
enough for hitn to have destroyed Satan at ods, its theories, and the very idea of it, 
a breath, and with him to have swept away are directly contrary to the gospel of 
every vestige of evil and temptation in the Jesus Christ. 
world, but nobody in the world would It is for this reason; as the chiefest of 
ewir have been ariy ·better by it. Such a all reasons, that we are opposed to the 
proceeding as that would never have fitted movememt in behalf of religious legisla
a single soul for the society of angels, . tion to any extent whatever, and for this 
nor to dwell in the presence of God. In- reason every Christian ought to be opposed 
stead of doing such· a thing. as that, the to it. Every person who loves the gospel 
Lord came to the world himself, took upon of Christ ought to denounce such a move
him man's nature; stood in this world as ment. It is of itself evil, and nothing but 
all men stand; met all that men nieet; ·was evil can ever come of it. A. T. J. 

touched with the .feeling of our iufirmi-
ties, and was tempped in all points like as 
we are; and by his divine power conquered 
every· temptation in order that ·:riien may 
by the same divine power also conquer 
temptation, and build up by his grace such 
characters as will love the right only, and 
will do the right which•they love, in· the 
face of all the temptations that can ever 
be invented inthis world. 

The theory of the gospel of Christ there
fore is, not the. taking away of temptation 
forfear that I;Uen will do evil, but the im
planting in man of.an enmity to evil, the im
planting of a supreme love of right, .and a 
power to do the right which they love. 
The theory of. the gospel is .not to keep 
men in perpetual infancy by taking away 
every form of difficulty or trial, ·but to.build 
up strong, c.aurageous, .manly men, by the 
divine power which it brings to.them. Con.-· 
sequently the Scriptures make no promise 
to t~.tke away temptations from men, but, 
instead, exhort, '' My brethreri count it ~11 
joy when ye fall into divers temptations," 
and pronounce, " Blessed is the 'man that 
endureth tem{itation," and; again; speak
ing of the living hope into which God has 
begotten us by the resurrection from the 
dead, the apos.tle says: · ·"Wherein ye 
greatly rejoice, though now for' a· season, 

. if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
m~nifold temptations."· · 

The Lord· has not promised to the Chris
tian that he·shall have. no fighting to do, 
but i11Btea(l; the command -is, "Fight the 
good fight of fa:i:th." The L<~rd ·has not 
promised the Christian that he shall have 

"Secular Morality." 

· LAST· week we examined very briefly a 
number of the so-called reasons given by 

. the President of the American Secular 
. Union for opposing the reading of the 
Bible. in the publiG schools .. The conclu
sion was that President Westbrook and 
those who hold with him:, object to the 
Bible in the schools because they do not 
believe· it>" and that did they believe the 
Bible they would stand shoulder to shoul
der with those who demand that it shall 
be read in our public schools. That this 
is true is' further shown by what they 
themselves 'demand. 

Inthe address before referred to, Presi
dent West brook· said :-

The American Seculiu~ Union, more than a year 
ago, offered a prize of $1,000 for the best easay or 
manual to aid teachers in· our. free State schools to 
.thoroughly instruct children and youth in the purest 
principlef! of m01·ality without inculcating religious 
doctrines. . . . . We suggested that this essay should 
contain a comprehensive and suggestive exhibit, 
with familiar and practical illustrations of those 
universal foundation principles and axiomatic truths · 
which underlie all sound morality and rightfulness, 
thus developing and educating that inherent moral 
sense which is ,more or lelils common to all rational 
human beings. In short, that it should show how 
to teach children the natural an!l essential difference 
between right anti wrong, and the 'reason~$ therefor, 
without reference to sacerdotal creeds and sectarian 
dogmas: Auth~rs: or every. grade 'have .earnestly 

· entered into friendly cmupetitio;J;l for this nrize, and 
not one has found .ally difficulty ill showing. ho1V to 
teach morality witho1,1t offense, to persons holding 
the most diversified and extreme views in religion. 
There is no difference of opinion in regard to mo· 
rality. Jews and Gentiles, Mohammedans and 
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Greeks, ·catholics ·and Protestants, Agnostics and 
Atheists, are all agreed in. commending what is 
gdod and right, and in condemning what is bad and 
wrong,· arid one and all agree. in the reasons there
for. Let 'us therefore teach morality in our State 
schools, •but ·let us not attempt to introduce relig
ion, concerning· which scarcely any two persons 
agree. 

We dissent ~ost emphatically from the 
statement that "there is no difference of 
opinion in regm;d to morality." There is 

· ve.ry wi{Ze difference of opinion both as to 
what constitutes morals .and also as to the 
standard and sanction of morals. "Mo
rAlity/' ,Webster defines thus :-
.. 'J)he reljl.tion of conformity .or non-conformity to 
~1113 ·.true JUoral•standard or ruJe; the quality of an 
inte,ntion,c a. character, an action, . a principle or a 
~~ntinieni, when tried by the standard of right; 
·t~e quality of an action whictf renders it good; the 
cotJ.:forn:iif;y of' an act to the div,ine law, or to the 
.ppnciple _of morals. 

''Moral," used as an-adjective, is defined 
hy the same authority, as follows:-

1. Relating to duty or obligation; pertaining to 
those intentions and actions pf which right and 
wrong, virtue and vice, are predicated, or to the 
rules by which such actions and intentions ought to 
be . dil'ecttJd; relating to the practl.ce, ·manners, or 
·c6nduct.df men as social beings in relation to each 
other, as; respects, right and wa·ong, so far as they 
.are properly subject to rules, · 

2. Con(ormed to rules of right, or to the divine 
law respecting social duties; virtuous; just. 

The definition of "right," as applied to 
'morals, ·is :.:_ 

Conformed to the constituJ,;ion of man and the 
will of God; never deviating from the true and 
just; according with truth· and duty; unswerving; 
just; true. · 

In the light of these definitions, it is not 
too much to. say that there is no such uni
versal agreement as to what constitutes 
morality as Dr. Westbrook seems to im
agine. In fact, opinions differ just as 
widely upon morals as upon religion, and 
that for the reason that the two are so 
. closely related that it is impossible to 
teach the one without teaching also the 

·other. As even Paine acknowledges in 
his '' :Rights of Man," '' All religions 
are un~ted with principles of morality .. " 
Indeed, principles of morality are a part 

, of every religion, and religion has refer
ence invariably to the practice of morality, 
and all religions appeal to soiue real or 
supposed supernatural power as authority 
on inor~tls and for sanction for their codes 
of morals. 

To tetJ.Ch morals is tp.teach rules gov~rn
.ing a.ction, and the reasons for those r'l].les. 
Morals must have a sanction; and in 
every age and in every clime that sanction 
has been fouudin religion. Consequently 
,the higher the prevailing conception of 
Deity, th6 purer and more perfect the code. 
of morals of any people. The Apostle Paul 
simply· states a truth when, in the first 
qhal'tet; of Romans, he shows that in pro

. portion as the :j-leathen forgot God, t;heir 
moralwbecame corrupt. 

. By ~'morals, " Pre~:~ident West brook 
probably means no more than· civility, or 
courtesy. Possibly he might carry it 
further than thi~;:~ and enforce a practical 

recognition of the self-evident truth t~at 
all men are created equal, and that they 
are by nature endowed with certain in
alienable rights, and that it is the duty of 
every man to recognize the equal rights 
of his fellows. This is all good, and no one 
can come short of it and be truly moral; 
but it is very far from being the -sum of 
good morals. All this can be,· and is, 
practiced more or less fully with no refer
ence to the divine law; but the l;llorality 
of an act is determined by its "relation 
of conformity or non-conformity to the 
divine law." That which leaves the di
vine law out of the question cannot be 
recognized by Christians as morality. 

This brings us to another point, namely, 
that while it is true that the State cannot 
properly teach Christianity it has no more 
right to teach that which is contrary to 
Christianity. Morals must have a sanc
tion, that is, the moral standard must 
rest upon, or be supported by, some au
thority. That standard, Webster says, is 
the divine law; and so Christians hold. 
It follows that to carry out the Secular 
Union scheme for teaching morals a dif
ferent standard must be established, and 
the children must be taught. that it is the 
standard; this at once places the State in 
antagonism to Christianity. 

But as before intimated, the State has 
no more right to antagonize Christianity 
than it has to foster it. It follows, there
fore, that the State must let morals alone; 
it may teach civiljty and civil justice upon 
the basis of the self-evident truth that 
all men are by nFtture endowed with cer
tain inalienable rights, but it must not 
teach that this is morality, and that mor
als rest upon no higher authority than the 
mutual obligations of human beings. The 
Secular Union would better take the posi
tion that the State should confine its edu
cational work to giving instruction in the 
exact sciences. c. P. B. 

A Reason for ft. 

THE Sunday-closing law of Denver seems 
to be a dead letter.-Salida Mail. 

No Sunday-closing law can be made a 
live letter. We have studied the subject 
for thirty years from personal observation, 
and know the history of the fanaticism 
for a· century. No ecclesiastical law has 
ever been successful. Its failure is most 
:pronounced, however, when the law ap
plies to every vocation in life. Saloon 
and barber-shop, closing have both been 
tried in Denver, and both have· fallen 
under the pressure of public disapproba
tion. Now try to close drug stores and 
confectioneries and bakeries, and stop the 
street sale of newspapers. What result 
would you look for, particularly in large 
cities? Revolution 'I Yes, and very de
cided revolution. There are several rea
sons for this sentiment. One is the grow
ing spirit of liberalism in religious matters. 
Another, the fact that this Government 

was founded on equal rights and personal 
liberty. ··Another, that hundreds of thou
sands of citizens believe that the Lord 
ordained the seventh; and not the first, 
day of the week for his worship ai1d for 
rest. These believers, in the true spirit 
of the Declaration of Independence, must 
be protected in their belief-personal lib
erty, equal rights; and no one church
no one dogma-no one priesthood.:_no one 
ism should prevail against another. The 
Church and the State must forever remain 
separate in the United States of America, 
or down goes the proud structure,-Oolo
rado Graphic. 

T.he New Standard. 

THE Christian Statesman seems .to have 
addressed the Secretary of the World's 
Fair, inquiring if the Fair will be open on 
Sunday or not, and it says that the Secre
tary gave the information "that the ques
tion whether it should be open or closed 
has been left to the Executive Uommittee." 
'' This," says the Statesman, ''implies that 
it is regarded by the Commissioners as an 
open que&tion," and it declares that under 
the laws that govern the enterprise this is 
not an open question. It argues. from the 
law of the State of Illinois, and the Act of 
Congress creating the World's Fair Com
mission, that it will be an open violation 
of law to open the Fair on Sundays, and 
because, that Illinois has already a strict 
Sunday law, and because, the Act of Con
gress says, "that nothing in 'this Act shall 

· be so construed as to override or interfere 
with the law of any State." The States
man quotes from Revised Statutes of Illi
nois of 1845, the following:-

260. Sunday shall include the time from mid
night to midnight . 

261. Whoever disturbs the pea~. and good order 
of society, by labor (works of necessity or charity 

. excepted), or by any amusement, or diversion on 
Sunday, shall be fined twenty-five dollars. 

262. Whoever shall .be guilty of any noise, rout, 
or amusement on the first day of ·the week, called 
Sunday, whereby ·the peace of any private,family 
shall be disturbed, shall be fined not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars. 

It ·then reins up the World's Fair Com
mission in the presence of these statutes, 
and declares that there is no escape from 
the verdict that "if the Exposition is 
thrown open on Sunday, it will be in 
direct violation of the law.'' From the 

· efforts that have been made the past few 
years to secure Sunday laws in Illinois, we 
rather doubt whether these statutes of 
1845 are still in force, but the Statesman 
can easily find out whether they are or 
not when the time .comes to open the Fair. 

The Statesman appeals to the Commis
sioners with this question: ''Gentlemen, 
can you afford, on a question in which the 
Christian people feel so deeply," etc. 
From our own observation throughout the 
country, we find that there are a good 
many people who are not Christians who 
feel quite deeply on this question; and in 
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the opposite direction. These want the 
Fair open on Sunday, and feel just as 
deeply over the idea that it should. not be 
open as · thase Christians do over the pros
pect that it may be open. Now what is 
there about the feelings of a Christian 
that should require the respect of the 
State of Illinois; or of the United, Strutes, 
more than the· feelings of anybody else? 
What. right ha-v-e these Christians to make 
their religious feelings the standard of 
public action, to which the feelings and 
actions of all other people shall be com
pelled bylaw to conform? 

When laws and public action~ are de
manded upon such a basis as that, as 
State action is but the action of a majority, 
then these 0liristians have no right to 
complain if the people whose feelings lead 
them to demand the opposite of this, 
should compel them to conform to the 
feelings of that majority. Yet, if any 
such attempt were made, no person would 
exclaim more loudly against such . action 
as being oppression, and an invasion of the 
rights of conscience, than would these 
same men that now demand that their 
feelings sha,ll be made the standard of law 
and public action. That is the mischief of 
the whole matter; they demand that their 
feelings in, a matter of religious sentiment, 
shall be made the supreme rule of action, 
with no reference or respect whatever to 
the feelings of anybody else in the world. 
And the principle of it is that all things 
whatsoever ye would that men should not 
do to you,. do ye that to them. The prin
ciple of Christianity is the opposite of this, 
and never asks for itself what it does not 
freely yield to all others; this principle is: 
'' All. things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, ?o ye even so to 
them." A. T. J. 

Memorials of 1829-30. No.4. 

A: PROTEST FROM: SABBATARIANS. 

IN the Sunday~ mail agitation sixty years 
ago, the Sabbatarian* Christians were not1 

asleep any more than they are .now. 
Among the 'memorials sent up· then and 
preserved among the public documents of 
the Gove'rnlllent is one signed partially by 
them. Thus we see that these seventh
day• people,. though small in numbers, 
have. always made themselves felt when re
ligious liberty was endangered. The truth 
is, tha.t in all the world's history, it has, 
been the small and unpopular denomina
tions·--:-- the dissenters and "heretics,"
that, have done most for religious liberty. 
For, this reason, if for no other,. these 
small sects should be encouraged by af
fording~ them equal .protection and privi
leges with the dominant sect, that we may 
ever· ha.-ve a people jealous of. the least 
infring~ment upon our liberties, and. fully 
alive to the danger when the first attempt 

*The· term · .. sabbatarian " is frequently, b~t 'Improperly, 
applt~d by the·newspapers to those who advocate Sunday Jaws. 
Accordin,g ~o Webster, the .word means, "One .whq regards the 
seventh' day ofthe week as holy, agreeably to tlie letter <if 'the 
rourthcommabdment in· the Decalog11.e." 

is made to encroach upon our natural and 
constitutional rights. 

The remonstrance was from New Jersey, 
and reads as follows~-
To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives in Congress .Assembled: 
The subscribers, inhabitants of the county of 

Salem, in the $tate of New Jersey, . respectfully 
represent: 

That yoUr memorialists belong to·various religious 
denominations of Christians, and some of them are 
conscient~ous in the· belief that the seventh• day of 
the week, commonly called Saturday, is the true 
Sabbath; that they have learned with regret that 
attempts are simultaneously making in different 
sections of the country to get up petitions and me· 
morials · to Congress to· pass a law for stopping the 
United States mail on Sunday. While your me· 
morialists acknowledge, with the most devout l'ev
erence, that ''the earth is the Lord's and the fullness 
thereof," and do most solemnly disclaim all idea of 
"robbing Jehovah of the worship·which is his due," 
as Christians and republicans they are constrained to 
remonstrate against the passage of such a law, 
which they believe would be pregnant with S!'Jrious 
evils to our country. We are of the opinion that 
the report of the committee of the United States 
Senate o.f the last year, ·on this subject, is conclu
sive, and that the first article of amendments to the 
Constitution which declares that "Congress shall 
make no law respecting a):l establishment of relig· 
ion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press," 
has virtually prohibited Congress from legislating 
upon this subject. 

In the opinion of your memorialists, errors of 
opinion, whether of religion or politics, may be 
safely tolerated in our country, and no surveillance 
is required to control them other than that of " rea· 
son, a free press,;, and '' the free course of the 
gospel." From the judicious arrangement of the 
Post-office Department, there is no reason to dread 
any disturbance of religious societies in their devout 
worship on that day; and the passage of such a 
law would, in the opinion of your memorialists, by 
occasioning numerous expresses and other modes of 
conveyance, defeat the ostensible object of the law 
itself. Such a measure would be the result of a 
"zeal not according to knowledge," and is· not war
ranted by the benevolent spirit of our holy religion, 
whiph is "gentle," and not coercive; which is 
'' without partiality and without hypocrisy; " which 
inculcates an active benevolence; which discovers 
to us a Deity who delights not in " sacrifices and 
vain oblations," but in the offering· of an humble 
and a contrite heart, and whose goodness is over all 
his wor"ks. 

The proposed measure would tend to circumscribe 
and restrict the benefit ·of a l'ree press, which is the 
palladium of our liberties, and to check or retard the 
diffusion of knowledge, which, in the order of Prov
idence, is the surest means of spreading the gospel, 
and would obscure or render less refulgent "the 
light of Bethlehem's star." Works of mercy, and 
of private and public necessity are always excluded 
from the general ·prohibition. The divine Author 
of our religion has shown us, by his own example, 
that it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath day. 
The proposed measure would lessen the good man's 
opportunities of doing good. Many religious tracts, 
pamphlets, and newspapers '' devoted to the intel'est 
of Zion and the prosperity of the Redeemer's king
dom," are ~ransmitted by mail; and why nqt 
" mail carriers," equally .with "illiterate fisher· 
men," become the heralds of salvation~· Why at
tempt to restrict or limit · the Almiglity in the 
methods of his grace ~ To stop the mail•. would,. in 
the opinion ·of the memorialists,. beirepugnant, to,.a 

. 'Wise maxim, which applies to morals and religion, 
as well aa· to economics; "not to put ofi: till to
morrow that which can be done to-day," and would 

· resemble the conduct of "the slothful' sertant who 
.hid his talent in a napkin." 

It is1 an invaluable privilege; for which,. as· Chris· 

tians and republicans, we cannot be too thankful, 
that the Constitution of the United States guarantees 
to every one .the rights of conscience and religion; 
and~ in the opinion of your memorialists, the pro
posed measure would operate as a violation of these 
rights; would be made a precedent for others of the 
same kind, and more alarming.; would pave the 
way to a union of Church and State; against which 
our horrors are excited by the awful admonitions 
of history; which w0uld be the deathblow to our 
civil and religious liberties, purchased by the vir· 
tue and valor, and sealed with the blood, of our 
fathers; and end in the worst of all tyranny-" an 
ecclesiastical hierarchy." 

January 20, 1830. * 
Well they knew, as people always ought 

to know, that human nature is ever the 
same; and if the ecclesiastics to-day had 
been in the places of the ecclesiastics a 
few centuries ago, the sufferers would not 
have fared m,uch better. If you want 
liberty, never place a tyrant over you and 
then trust to his liberality. 

w. A .. BLAKELY. 

They Understood It. 

IN reply to an invitation to send repre· 
sentati ves to the late Conference of the 
Protestant denominations of the State of 
New York, called by the Presbyterians to 
discuss the question of moral instruction 
in the public schools, the Baptist pastors 
assembled at Lockport, atiopted the follow
ing resolutions:-

We believe that it. is a manifest injustice to tax 
those who do not believe in religion, for the mainte
nance of schools in which are taught religious prin
ciples which they do not wish their children to learn; 
and further, the inauguration of such a system of 
religious teaching in our public schools forms a 
valid a'l'gument for the division of· the school funds 
with those who might not relish such teaching, th.us 
resulting eventually in State support of schools in 
which .the creed of Agnosticism, Buddhism, Con
fucianism, 'Judaism, or Romanism might be taught. 

We believe that the State ought not to teach re
ligion, because this would mean, in our age, relig
ious.· instruction by unregenerate persons who do 
not know what true religion is, and whose instruc
tion would, in a large degree, be marked by hypoc· 
risy, formalism, irreverence, and error. We do not 
wish such persons to instruct our children religiously. 
The State should teach only that on which all are 
agreed, and should not invade matters of conscience 
or religious opinion.. If the State iuay teach religion 
in schools the State may teach religion in churches 
of her own establishment. It is only on this broad 
ground that we can oppose those who would subtly 
instill Romanism or· the creed of- Agnosticism into 
our public instruction. 

This answer though plain was, it seems, 
misunderstood by those to whom it was 
sent, for in his account of the Conference 
in this city, Dr. Payson said:-

The. Baptist Pa8tors' State Conference declined 
the invitation in a ·resolution, unanimously adopted 
by a rising vote, .Jn which the secular view of the 
functions of_ civil government was vigorously set 
forth. . . . It is plain that in some way the 
Baptists misunderstood the object of the Conference, 
for the Presbyterian Synod of New York and the 
GeneraLAssembly would never have taken a position 
in this matter inconsistent with the Presbyterianform 
of Government; (Chap, I., sec. 1. ), or with repeated 

. utterances of both.o~.those bodies protesting against 
any union of Church and State, and they are in ac· 

*Published by authority of Congress, in 18M. 
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cord with the Committee which called the Confer-
ence. 

To this, a Baptist pastor :makes reply as 
follows, in the Examiner of November 
20:~ 

As a member of the Committee which 
presented the resolutions,· I wish to say 
that. t.he Committee thoroughly under
stood the position of our Presbyteriah 
brethren, as set forth by Dr. Payson, and 
that, after· refl.ding his letter in the Exam
iner, still wish our resolutions to be inter
preted literally. 

We are sorry. that any one should infer 
fro:rn our utterance that. we believed the 
Presbyterian Synod advocated the union 
of Qhurch.and Stat'e. It would hardly be 
a f31ir inference. What we did say was 
this 1 " If the State may teach religion in 
schools, the State may teach. religion in 

. churchEJS .of her. own establishment;" thus 
pomting out that the principle underlying 
Staite instruction in 'relig•ion in public 
schools is the very principle which under

. lies. State churches. To protest against 
the one and to advocate the other is a posi
tion dan.getously inconsistent. 

Dr. Payson fears that our Committee 
faHed to get the distinction between "re~ 
ligion " and " sectarianism;" and under
stands us to say, "The State shall not in
v-wd:e matters of conscience or of r~ligious 

. (sectarian) opiuion." Now, we meant just 
what we said. We did not understand the 
Synod as advocating sectarian instruction 
i~ the schools. We object to that, and we 
object to any sort· of religiouR instruction 
bythe State. We cannot agree with Dr. 
Payson, that the State. should teach in its 
public schools "the. existence of God, and 
the responsibility of the human soul to him 
here and hereafter." We most thoroughly 
believe these truths, but we do not believe 
they.have any proper. place in public school 
instPuction. Dr. Payson tells us that "these 
truths are common to all sects and distinc
tive of none." We think he is mistaken. 
Theo~>ect of the Infidels, of thlil Agnostics, of 
the. Buddhists, arid of the N ecessitarians do 
not .accept these truths in. the sense in 
which the Presbyterian Synod uttderstands 
them. We may not agree with these unbe~ 
liev1ng friends of ours, but they have their 
sacred rights, and one of them is the right 
of freedomfrom taxation in the support of 
public schools .in which religious tenets 
obnoxious .to them.are taught, and another 
is the right to public instruction for their 
children, without the necessity of having 
forced upon them doctrines they do not be
lieve. We claim these as our :dghts. Has 
not the Infidel and the Agnostic the same 
rights ? Or does it make a difference 
whose ox is gored? 

We believe with Dr. Payson that these 
truths "are the indispensa,ble foundations 
for the mo;rality which belongs to whole
some• citizenship," but that does not prove 
to 11S that they ought to hlii.ve a place in the 
public school curriculum for we believe, too, 
that faith in Jesus Christ is the essential 

th1ng in building up the best character in. 
the citizen, and surely no one advocates 
putting the teaching of that into our public 
instruction .. 

It seems strange that Dr. Payson should 
say, "If the State cannot teach these 
fundamentals of what we consider true 
morality, it would better not teach at all." 
Surely education, general intelligence, and 
culture have a value independent of relig
ion. Religion is the great good, but there 
are some other good things too, viz_ : water, · 
steam, civilization, gentility, honesty. 
Why should the State not teach arithme
tic, geography, reading, amfwriting, even 
if it does not give didactic instruction in 
morals? In short, we believe that, as cit
izens we should do ,all in our power to di
vorce the public schools from politics, and 
to secure the appointment of pure-hea,rted 
persons as teachers, but we do not believe 
the State should give formal instruction 
in morality; Let that be taught in the 
home, in tl:j.e church, by the personal influ
ence and character of the public school 
teacher. Is it said that many have no such 
instruction at home or at church ? Very 
well, let the Church redouble her efforts 
and not call on the . State to help her out. 

We take this broad ground for two rea
sons. The ordinary public school teacher 
is not competent, intellectually, to teach 
morals. And again any thorough teaching 
must involve moralphilosophy to a greater 
or less extent. The questions must come, 
"Why ought I?" and "Ought I always to 
follow my conscience?" and "What do yon 
mean by conscience ? " These are questions 
on which learned and Christian men radi
cally disagree. Qn such subjects, I wish 
to instruct my own child. I'do not care to 
be forced to unteach at home what is 
taught in the school. 

est appreciation of the Christian character 
and generous courtesy o£ Dr. Payson, but 
I cannot agree with him. I should say in 
closing that I do not pretend to speak for· 
our Lockport Committee, but I believe I 
have in the main expressed their senti-
ments. Yours truly, 

FREDERICK L. ANDERSON. 

Rochester, November 18th. 

Our Chicago Letter. 

THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

THE interest in the question of the Bible 
in the public schools has not abated since 
my last letter, although a marvelous 
change has taken place. When the ques
tion was first introduced by the petition 
work of the Woman's Moral and Educa
tional Union, the Protestant ministers of 
this city were almost unanimous in favor 
of placing the Bible back i1l the public 
schools. There were, however, a few able 
men in nearly all the denominations who 
protested 1n the name of justice. Never
theless, it is s_afe to say that nine-tenths of 
the Protestant ministers of Chicago either 
openly favored the enforced reading of the 
Bible in the city schools or gave tacit con
sent to the movement which had that in 
view. It now appears that a majority are 
opposed to the movement. . 

The first radical change was· macl.e h· 
the Baptist ministers. Dr. Hensen, one of 
the leading Baptist ministers of the city, 
and a man of national reputation, and 
·one who had signed the petition to rein
state the Bible in the public schools, re
canted and delivered a powerful address 
before the Baptist ministers' Monday 
morning meeting, taking the position that 
the movement was a menace to religious 
liberty. He settled down on the historical Just one more point. Are all Uhristians 

agreed a, bout the "existence of God and the 
responsibility of the human soul to him 
here and hereafter " ? The God I worship 
and love is a very different being from the 
God of the Hyper-Colonist, of the U nita
rian, or even of•the Romanist. Nor do I 
believe in the milk-and-water God of the 
sentimentalist. Surely Dr. ·Payson does not 
suppose that he can confine discussion on 
the existence of God in a schoolroom full of 
questioning children to the bare fact of be
ing. The children will ask what sort of a 
being he is, and will ·get their answer too, 
sometimes from ·an infidel teacher, some
times from a Unitarian, sometimes from a· 
Romanist or a Jew, and the practical effect 
will be either dead formality or the spec-

· Baptist position of entire separation of 
Church and State for the good of both. 
The address was enthusiastically applauded 
and elicited no opposition. 

. tacle of a set of unregenerate and ignorant 
people teaching theology. I shall keep my 
children at home if this plan succeeds. 
And when we go on to moral responsibility 
to God, involving, of course, the matter of 
rewards and punishments, would it be pos
sible to avoid a teaching of universalism, 
restorationism, annihilation, second proba
tion, purgatory, and what not? . 

I have written this letter with the high-

Among the Methodists a marked change 
has taken place, though not so unanimous 
as among the Baptists. Dr. H. C. Jack
son, of the Mansfield A venue Methoclist 
Church, should be regarded as the pioneer 
in the agitation which brbught about this 
change. As early as last spring . he 
preached a sermon fr:om· the text, ''Render· 
therefore unto Cresar the things which are 
Cresar's and unto God the things which 
are God's," in which he argued against 
everything savoring of a union Of Church 
and State. His present views of· this 
question are the result of a careful study 
of Romanism, and he regards the present 
movement to force the Bible into State 
schools as partaking of the Roman Catholic 
idea of a union of Church and State. With 
these clear views of the question, it is, not 
to be wondered at that his voice should 
be among .the first to be heard protesting 
against . the movement. In my last com~ 
munication I stated that a · resolution 
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passed in the Methodist meeting, without a 
dissenting· vote, endorsing the movement 
to enforce Scriptural reading at the morn
ing exercises in all th.e schools. . This was 
the state of affairs when Dr. Jackson, Dr. 
Bennett, and Rev. J, P. Brushingham be
gan the agitation of the question. · Last 
Monday morning, Rev. Brushingham, the 
young and talented pastor of Ada Street 
Methodist Church, read a paper before the 
Methodist minister's meeting which was 
an eloquent and logical discussion of the 
relations of Church and State and its ap
plication to the question in hand. Through 
the kindnes of the author I was furnished 
the manuscript for publication in THE 
SENTINEL, but owing to its length and the 
fact that quotations from it would not do 
the author justice I have withheld it. 

There was but one minister who opposed 
the paper on the main issue, and who 
argued the right of the State to teach 
religion, and he was so thoroughly an
swered by such men as Dr. Jackson, Dr. 
Frank Bristol, of Trinity Methodist Church, 
Dr. Bennett, of the Garrett Biblical Insti
tute, and Dr. Grey, of the Freedman's Aid 
Society, that the principles of the paper 
were practically triumphant. 

THE WQRLD'S FAIR AND SUNDAY CLOSING. 

The question of opening or closing the 
Fair is occupy.ing the attention of all 
classes of society and the representatives 
of every phase of religious belief. The 
Chicago Evening Post recently closed a 
six-weeks' discussion· of the question, in 
which a:ll were requested to participate, 
and to express their wishes regarding the 
matter of closing, by casting a ballot either 
for or against. The discussion brought 
out the fact that there were many ortho
dox Christians who, while regarding their 
attendance at the Fair on the Sabbath ob
jectionable, argued that they had no right 
to ask that the Fair be closed against 
thqse that differed from them. 

It was gratifying to notice that the most 
intelligent agitators of Sunday closing 
were careful to state that they did not ask 
that the Fair be closed because of religious 
reasons, but on civil grounds only, thus 
showing that the principles of absolute 

I 
separation of Church and State are recog-
nize\1 in theory, if not in practice. The 
ballot in the Post resulted, for opening 
on Sunday, 10,316; against opening on 
Sunday 5,102. · 

At the recent session of the Ladies' Co
lumbian Commission, a·vote was taken to 
ascertain the sep.se of the committee on 
the question of opening of the Fair. The 
ballot stood twenty-one to twenty-eight in 
favor of closing, many refusing to vote. 
Later the matter was reconsidered and the 
vote rescinded. . 

The National Commission decided to 
leave the matter of closing to the local 
committee, and information has gone out 
to the effect that this committee will take 
no action in the matter until the formal 

opening of the Fair. This is accepted by 
the friends of closing as an indication that 
the Fair is to be. kept open, at least por- · 
tions of it; the delay in deciding the ques
tion they consider to be a policy to 'prevent 
the dampening of enthusiasm in the enter
prize which would result from deciding 
the matter either way ~~ 1present. 

Another one of the '' signs of the times " 
as regards the Sunday-closing agitation 
.was noticeable in the interest taken in 
a mass-meeting, projected by the Sunday
rest League, which was ostensibly called 
in the interests of a civil rest day 
and which was attended by nearly 
five thousand people, 'Yho paid an a.d
mittance fee of from twenty~five ce~its to a 
dollar and a quarter; and the lack of in
terest in the recent meeting of t}fe Ameri
can Sabbath Union, whose basis is the 
"divine authority and perpetual obliga
tion of the Sabbath," which was attended 
on an average by about twenty-five per
sons. It is evident from the comparative 
interest taken in the two meetings that 
the future basis, if it be a basis, for the 
enforcement of Sunday laws will be the 
need of physical rest. 

THE KING CASE, 
The practical workings of Sun(lay laws 

were recently exposed by the Associated 
Press Dispatch, published in all the leading 
papers in this city, announcing the release 
from jail of R. M. King, of Troy, Ten
nessee, on a :writ of habeas corpus. Mr. 
King was imprisoned in default of the 
payment of seventy-five dollars imposed 
on him by the Circuit Court of Tennessee, 
and confirmed by the Supreme Court of the 
State, for plowing his field on Sunday. 
This case is now regarded with universal 
interest. The· following ·is a copy of a 
letter addressed to Mr. King, by a well-

, known business man of the city :-

MR. R. M. KING.-Dear Sir: I hope you will 
for these few lines excuse a stranger, as I never saw 
you and doubtless· never shall as I am seventy years 
old 11<nd near the end of my race. ' 

I see by the Tribune this morning; which I send 
you, that you have been forcedointo an oppressive 
lawsuit, alike disgraceful to Tennessee and her 
Courts. Fight it out to the bitter end. You have 
the sympathy, and if necessary shall have the aid, 
of one who gave the life of a brave nephew at Chick· 
amauga for the liberty you have, and must preserve. 
If you should deem anything I send. you WQrthy of 
notice, you can address me at - -- where dur
ing the World's Fair you and your's will find a 
home beneath the roof that protects yo11r unknown 
and obtrusive friend. 

It would doubtless ha-ve little consoling 
effect on Mr. King to infor:m him that his 
past year's experience in being dragged 
from court to court, was the result of a 
"civil" Sunday law and not a religious 
enactment. A. F. BALLENGER. 

MAN has a right to speaK, think; and 
write with freedom upon all subjects; but 
he has no right to force his opinions upon 
others, or to persecute those who differ 
with him in belie£.-Machaivel. 

Violation of Sunday Laws. 

At the,present term of the court Judge 
Young had some cases ·before him, pre
sented by the Grand Jury, charging cer~ · 
tain merchants with violation of the Sun
day law. This is the second term of the 
co:urt within eighteen months, at which 
th'e violation of this law has been called to 
the attention of the court. At the first 
term the fines imposed by the court were 
nominaL At this term the court sentenced 
the parties violating the law to fines as 
high as fifty dollars, and costs. It is to be 
presumed that Judge Young intends not 
only to punish those who may violate the 
law, but to· deter others from violating it. 
This manner of enforcing the law, will 
secure its observance in this parish.
Tensas (Louisiana) Gazette. 

It would be well if at. our next term of 
court an investigation should bo made 
into the pre-valent 'way of keeping the 
Sunday law in· this parish. 

There is a good deal to bo said against 
this law, but if 'the Government of the 
country is to take ch:1r,ee of tho morals of 
the people, then the Sunday law should be 
rigorously enforced everywhere. In fact 
there seems no reason why the New En
gland "Blue Laws" should not be revived 
and put; in force.-Madison (Louisiana) 
Journal. 

THE Lutheraner, of St. Louis, Mo., thus 
defines the attitude of tho German Luther
ans toward the use of the English lan
guage in their schools:- . 

Not o:rily has the English a place in the 
curriculum of our schools, but it is treated 
as a second mother tongue, and in anum
ber of branches is the medium of instruc
tion·. It may be that here and there in 
the country districts this plan is not fully 
carried out; but these are exceptions to 
the rule, the removal of which is our con
stant endeavor. 

The synods which urge the duty upon 
parents of having their children educated 
in the Christian schools, at the same time 
emphasize· the duty of providing such in
struction in English, that the· children 

·may be able take their place in a commu-
nity in which the English is the prevailing 

· language. When it comes to statistics, it 
may turn out to be that~ on the whole, the 
public schools accomplish no better results 
in the· English than do the parochial 
schools. The Ger.t:nan Lutherans are op
posed to the Bennett law, not because it 
demands a certain amount of English, but 
because this law is a gross interference of 
the State in the domain of the Church. 

For, according to. the Bennett law, it is 
possible to compel parents to educate their 
children in the public schools, .where no 
religious instruction is imparted, even if 
the child:ren in the parochial schools know 
three times as much English as the. la.w 
demands. 
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. Do. You? SIBERIA AND THE N I Hill STS ~:~~:~~~:d~~~~R~ 
USE A FOUNTAIN PEN . WHy KENNAN WENT T 0 SIBERIA no~ be made of ~oor material. The agitation of 

th1s health question for some years In the past 
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for it simply because they take it from the post-office. 

SENATOR BLAIR'S friends are :hopeful of 
his re-election. 

--------·---------
Now that Congress is again in session 

we may expect a renewal of efforts to se
cure from the law-making power some 
supstantial recognition of Sunday sacred-
ness. 

------···-----
A PACIFIC Coast exchange says that at 

the next session of the Legislature of Cal
ifornia, a Sunday-law bill will be intro
duced, and the people are being generally 
solicited to petition for it. · 

------··~------

BEFORE the State can teach religion it 
must have a religion to teach. But the 
State being not a single individual but an 
aggregation of individuals, it can have a 
religion only in the sense of having a 
creed whieh it fosters. Are the American 
people ready for that sort of thing? 

---------·--------
R:llJV, DR. WILLIAM T. MELOY, pastor 

of the First Presbyterian Church, Vinton, 
Iowa, says: "Keep the Bible out of the 
schools and our children are deprived of 
moral instruction." This might be true of 
Dr. Meloy's children, but we are persuaded 
that most ministers give their children 
moral instruction at home; indeed we do 
not see how it could be true of any chil
dren in Christian homes. Homes in which 
moral instruction is not given are .not 
Christian, even though the head of the 
house may publicly minister in sacred 
things. 

THE Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, Press of 
the 23d ult., has the following editorial 
notice of the late Law and Order Conven
tion in that city:-

Although the Law and Order Convention has 
been condemning in unmeasured terms the " des
ecration" of Sunday in any manner, including the 
running of railroad trains, yet all the delegates to 
the late Convention here, save three,· left the city 
last night or this morning. Some went last night 
to distant cities, so they will be traveling all day 
Sunday, while others did not even make a pretense 
of avoiding a start on· Sunday, but leave Pittsburg 
this morning. It is possible the gentlemen do not 
consider that they are amenable to the moral laws 
they expounded so diligently all the week. They may 
think ·that anything that they do is sanctified by 
the fact that they do it, and that the wicked engin
eers, firemen, conductors, ticket-sellers, and other 
railroad officials who are forced to labor that the 
Law and Order people may reach ho~ne, are ab-

solved because they are doing evil in a holy cause. 
This may be the way the Law and Order delegates 

look at it, and then again, .perhaps they do not give 
the matter any thought at all. The general public, 
however, will wonder· at the presumption and 
inconsistency of those people who dare to con
demn others for sins they commit themselves. 

The Press should understand that the 
Sunday-law. advocateifl,fant Sunday laws 
in order that they may not be tempted to 
travel on what they regard as sacred time. 
In short they want civil laws to restrain. 
them from sin, just as the judicious mamma 
puts the preserves upon the top shelf of 
the· pantry in order that Johnny may not 
be tempted to pilfer them. 

-----------------ON a recent Sunday evening, a promi
nent Sabbath Union orator was holding 
forth to a small audience in a church in 
this city; on the opposite corner Gilmore's 
band was discoursing sweet music to a 
crowded house. The situation was not to 
the orator's liking, and, in the bitterness 
of his soul, casting a sad look upon his 
handful of hearers, he remarked, "If you 
would close up that synagogue of Satan 
over there you would have more people in 
here." And that desire--the wish to fill 
the churches-accounts for the milk in the 
A.merican Sabbath Union cocoanut. 

--------·---------
A GENTLEMAN, of Alabama, recently 

wrote to the Albany Law Journal asking: 
"What legally-constituted tribunal ever 
decided that one day in the week was 
more' holy' than another? If so on what 
authority ? " The question was called out 
by the remark of the Journal that a man 
who shaves on Sunday "cheats the Lord. 
out of his time." The Journal responded:--

We really are not competent to answer the in
quiry, and we turn the inquirer over to the Independ
ent, which is much. better informed on the point 
than we are. The idea of the "Lord's time" is 
simply a notion which we hold in common with a 
good many other superstitious people. 

The Independent also evidently felt un
equal to the task of answering the ques
tion, for instead of discussing the query, 
it launched out upon a long justification 
of Sunday laws upon so- called civil 
grounds. Why not answer the question 
and tell the Alabama man where, when, 
and how Sunday was made holy ? 

AT a recent Teacher's Institute in Pitts
burg, Pennsylvania, the subject of religion 
in the public schools was discussed. "Dr. 
N oss," says the Pitts burg Dispatch, "paid 
a high tribute to the German system, 
which he said cultivated the pupil's think
ing powers, physical powers, and moral 
powers. He did not think that the Prot
estant teachers should be greatly offended 
when their Catholic contemporaries speak 
of the godlessness of the public· schools. 
He was of the opinion that religion 
should go hand in hand with secular train
ing, and that the result would be that the 
moral education of children would be 
greatly furthered." 

Superintendent Luckey took issue with 
Dr. N oss in regard to religion in the 
schools. He said that if intense religious 
instruction would produce a nation of in
fidels like the Germans, he did not want 
religious instruction in American schools. 
It was impossible, he said, to give secular 
and religious instruction in the. public 
schools. 

--------·---------
THE Christian Index, o£ Atlanta, GeOl'

gia, comments thus upon the electi')n of a 
Baptist as Governor of that State:-

The Baptists are a very considerable folk numer
ically, in this State, and it is pleasant to know that 
they are able to contribute, from their ranks, men 
fitted for eminent station. Indeed the affairs of 
State, are often safer in the hands of a Baptist than 
any other, if they are true to their denominational 
training. This demands that they be exact and 
£rue and never for one moment seek to use power 
for the special benefit of their denomination. Bap
tists draw the line between the Church and State 
with a broad pen, and look with suspicion upon any 
trenching upon either side. · The influences which 
Baptist doctrines have doubtless had upon our new 
Governor will protect the general body of the peo
ple from anything like an undue pressure from the 
denomination with which he is allied. So the State 
is to be congratulated in its chief officer, who true 
to himself and his principles will rule equally 
among all his people and in the interest of the gen
eral good alone. 

If the Baptists of Georgia are as true to 
their principles as the Index expects Gov
ernor Northern to be, there will be no such 
pressure for the Governor to withstand. 

AMONG the bills introduced in the Ver
mont Legislature is: " A bill prohibiting 
travelir~g on Sunday, except to church, or 
on errands of humanity and charity." The 
people of the whole United States ought 
to go to the expense of presenting a large 
leather medal to those Vermont Solons.
Western Herald. 

Ex-MINISTER PHELPS is authority for 
the statement that the number of for
eigners using English has increased one 
hundred fold the past thirty years. Yet 
some people are alarmed lest a knowledge 
of the language becomes practically ex
tinct in some of our Western communities! 

FoR men to cease to cry out against in
justice is as if they thought that God was 
de'ad.--William T. Stead. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preserva
tion of the United States Constitution as it is, 

so far as regards religion or religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human 

rights both civil and religious. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 
towards a union of Church and State, either in .name or in fac~. 

SINGLE CoPY, PER YEAR, PosT-PAID, . . . . $1.00. 
In clubs of ten or more copies, pm~ year, . . . . 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid. 5s. 

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
43 BoNn STREET, NEw Yomr 



Equal and exact justice to all IT[el'l, of whatever state dr persuasion, religious or 

VG>:tUME 5. . . 

PUBLISHED. WEEKLY, BY T.IIE 

PA01FIO pRESS PUBLISHING: COMPANY, 

No. ~3 BoND. ST., NEW YoRK. 
. . - . 

Jllntered at th!i Ne;w York Po~t Office as Second Class :Matter. 

. EDITOR, • • • ALONZO T. JONES. 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS> 

C. P. BOLLMAN, W. H. McKii:!'J. 

THE publio schools. are for all creeds, or· 
no creed-Catholic,. Protesta::tit or Agnos
tic; for alL nationalities, :/iative -born 
ari,d f6reigil...:...for the American; the Irish
man, the German or Italian. This makes 
them impartial, secular artd comprehen
sive. . No other system can exist in this 
country so long as it is republican in man-

. her arid form . ...:...National Vi6W. 
--'----···----

"BoTH the Decalogue, and codes of the 
most advanced goYernments,'' says Mr. 
Crafts, "':forbid murder, thef~s, adultery, 
false· witness, and Sabbath. work. Relig
ion renders to God the things that are 
God's by forbidding these thin.gs chiefly 
as sins against God; governments renders 
to Oresar the things that are Cresar's by 
forbidding the:rn only as crimes against 
man." But a failure to keep Sunday is 
not a crime against man, and should not 
be made so by law. Sundayds religious, 
al}.d to require its observance lis to require 
the observance of a religious institution. 

"UNLESS morality is rooted in a reverent 
love of God,: it will be driven bef.ore the 
sudden gusts of temptation. like 'rattling 
auturnn leaves' before the whiter's winds~ 
If it looks upon religion as the best 'Chief 
of the police' merely, and not as the in
terpreter of everla'sting ve~ities it must 
of 11ecess~ty be destitute of force. Short 
of the willing sacrifice of · self to the 
righ~ebus cl~ims of God, filn'd the cheer
ful in.ovement of the mind within the 
limits of a s~prerne law, there is no pure 
or durable momlity. Religion is the root 

NEW YORK, DECEMBER 18, 1890. 

of which the purest morality is the flQwer. 
The flower cannot exh;t without the root; 
and the J?oot cannot exist and have vitality 
without the inflorescence in morality." 
And yet men imagine that the. State can 
teach morality, and that it can. teach 
morals without teaching religion at that! 

National Reform and the '"Civil Sab-
bath." · 

WITH _its issue of Ootober 2, the Chris
tian Statesman began a series of articles, 
to continue for three months, by Rev. W. 
F. Crafts, the "founder of the American 
Sabbath Union." It seems that the States
man is making a sort or' a campaign out 
of it. Last year 1\:lr; Crafts could say 
that he was not connected with the N a
tional Reform system; now, however, he 
is a thorough couvert. He has gone the 
whole course. He has adopted the N a-. 
tiona! Reform organ a.s principal channel 
of communication; he [!.dvocates the Na
tional Reform Am~:o,t;l~ent to the Consti
tution of the United 'states to make this a 
Christian Nation, while asserting all the 
time that it is a Christian nation. In 
short, he advocates the whole National 
Reform scheme. This will appear as we 
proceed because we intend to notice from 
time to time such portions of the matter ' 
which he presents as :r:nay seem worthy of · 
attention. 

The articles are to form a supplement to ' 
the two books already published by Mr. 
Crafts on the Sabbath question. The first 
article is entitled, "Is the Sabbath Sur
rendered?" After .mentioning a number 
of publications on the Sabbath question, 
he says that "the uninimity of these nu
merous books in recognizing the Decalogue 
as the basis and guide of Sabbath observ
ance, at once represents and strengthens 
the general conviction of British and 
American Christians that the Lord's day 
is also the Christian :sabbath." Two of 
the books which he mentions amongst the 
vwluable ones are "The Abiding .Sabbath," . 
by Rev. George Elliot, of Washington 
City, and the" Lorcj.'s Day,:' by Professor 

NUMBER 50. 

A. E. Waffle, of Jamest6wn, New York. 
Thi3se are two prize essays, the former 
$500, and the latter $1000. , We have at 
this office a pamphlet of 173 pages, written 
by the editor df THE SENTINEL, which 
gives a thorough review of both these 
books. Anybody who will carefully read 
the books or this pamphlet either, will see 
clearly enough that so far as these books 
are concerned, the Sabbath of the Deca
logue has certainly been surrendered. 
This pamphlet will be sent any where in 
the United States or Canada on receipt of 
twenty cents.· 

Mr. Crafts says that the Sabbailh organ
izations whjch have recently multiplied in 
numbers all recognize the ,perpetual au
thority of ~he Sabbath law of the Deca
logue, and that the lecturers on this sub
ject have "made the fourth commandment 
their leading theme," and '' every lecturer 
for·the S~bbath stands on that platform.'' 
Under the circumstances this is a grand 
admission. The last Sunday book which 
Mr. Crafts has issued is "The Civil Sab-

'bath." During his whole campaign of the 
present year· he has made the civil Sabbath 
his constant theme, and now, at the end 
of his tours round about and across the 
Continent, he makes this positive an
nouncement, that every lecturer for the 
Sabbath stands on the platform of ·the 
fourth commandment and makes that his 
theme. This demonstrates by his own 
words that which we have constantly 
heid, and which we have told the people 
all the time, that the plea made in behalf 
of the civil Sabbath is a fraud; and this 
shows also that they know it to be a fraud. 
But they know that they cannot win the 
favor of the people for their movement if 
they present it as it is, and as they know 
it is, in fact, in behalf of the religious 
Sunday; and therefore in their words they 
plead for the civil Sabbath, while in their 
hearts they know it is the religious Sun
day that they have in view. 

By this means they are enabled to win 
favor that it would be impossible for them 
to gain if they should plead for what they 
really want. And strange to say they 
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have :won.favor in tlievery qu~rter where tru~ .. It would not b~· t1ife· ~fe;p.:though We Qannot as a' people too strongly insist 
it would naturally be suppos_ed.ther~ would the laws in ques~ion were enactegcw#li tli'at that religionjri. the public . schools shall 
be':tl{e least possible hope·of)t. "Jiha;t'is h:tfent: But it is douB,ly falsewheneyery not be taugp.t against the opposition of 
amongst the Liberal Leag1;t~~; 'Eient:Q.e; o-4e .of these laws is not only re}igious in; thosewRo.support thesoliools .. We indeed 
the . .A:mericanSecular.U:~:tionacknowledged.·. itself, but was eliacted with religious in.~: hear :tfbt'4 Httle·.......:.and .. the plea ~went in 
itselfr~ady to sanctionc "Sunda'y1aw~ en-; ~eri!t. ·'!'here is no such a tliing.,as 3; civil the : 0¢iltet~:ruce:...-:abe::riit;:'teaching ''non
forcing .the observance of .. Sll.u.4aY,. ~s Sabbath, Sunday laws never ·en:fdrce the. li\ecta£ian~Oh.ristianhy;,'' ~s(p13i'hg the com
" an ec~:momic" institu,~ion-:1ftt whip:h Mr, observance of Sund:l,y as •an 'economic mmdaw of the lan.i}> Touehmg ·.this we 
Crafts ·laughs slyly in. his ·Sleeve. an4.;re- institution, nor can Sunday laws be justi- ren:rark, ffrst,- there is-:!w: ;,Sl,l.Ch. thing as 
plies t() the SecuJa;r 1Jrii<m thatthere are fied"by.physiological, secularor any other non-sectarian Christiantty;- and MCondly 
even now no Sun.Q.ay laws. of any other rea,so:Us. They are a connecting lfnk inthe Christianity is not the_ coihmQ:r;r law of the 
kind, and that they do notwarit any other. uition of Church and State. · Tliey are re- land: As to the first, reading a Protestant 
But when they get the Sunday laws wihich • ligious only and are the relics of the relig- version of the Bible is sectarian as against 
they do want, and the enforcement of the ious despotism that is in the past, and at the Douay or Roman Catholic Vf)rsion. 
Sunday laws which already exist as they the same time are ominous signs of the one As to the second, even in England, whence 
want them enforced, then the Secular· to come; A.. T. J. the common-law theory is deriv~d and ap-
Union and everybody else will'find out that plied to this country by its advocates, Lord 
there ·are no economic reasons for Sunday . Religion in the Public Schools. Coke declared "the common law adapted 
laws, nor any other than religious reasons. ·A CONFERENCE, which was held in this itself to the religion of the country just so 
Then the people who have allowed them- city, of ministers from twenty-three ec~ -far as was necessary for the peace and 
selves to be wheedled with the purring clesiasticaJ bodies called. by the Presby- safety of civil institutions, and only where 
notes ofthe "civil Sabbath song" will find terian' Synod to consider the necessity of by their iniwitable effects they became 
that they have sold themselves to the des- introducing moral instruct;ion into the offenses ~gainst man· and his temporal 
potism of a religious Sunday . . They will public schools, revealed about as many security. In like tenor was the decision 
then also know that which we· have always different views as there were . speakers. of the Massachusetts Supreme Court [Com
said, and still do say, thatthe pretensions Of course, nothing is settled by such a dis- monwealth vs. Kneeland]; of Justice 
of ecclesiastics who grasp for civil power cussion; certainly the public school system Clayton of Delaware [State vs. Chandler]; 
can n.ever be trusted. of the State is not likely to undergo any while the Supreme Court of Ohio [Bloom 

There never was a Sunday law made material phange as a _result of the Con- vs. Richards], declares, "Neit.her Chris
that was not religious;. and there is not ference. It serves, though, a useful pur- tianity nor any other system of religion is 
one now on the statute books of any State pose in classifying ideas and stimulating a part ofthe law of this State." We could 
in the American Nation that is no.t relig.- thought; while from the general course quote at greater length but have not the 
ious and that was not intended to b.e relig- of the discussion we may learn what to .space. 
ious when it was put there.. We know accept and what to reject. To conclude: We have religion, but the 
full well that in some cases judges have Perhaps the most elaborate address was State may not teach it. We 
sai~ that these laws are civil, and that delivered by Mr. Wm. Allen Butler, who umst keep our public schoo)s as they 
they are not religious; but not only is this argued for the absolute divorce of the are-that is, keep them from sectarian 
not. true, but every judge who has ever Church and State, and the freedom of 'teaching. In this way alone will the State 
said it has clearly violated one df the funda- religious '~pinion and worship as funda- prese:rve the school against the assaults of 
ment. al principles of the interpretation .. • of the Roman Catholics who would dises-mental ideas in our system of oonstitu- . · 
law. That. principle is, that,.the mean- tional Government as embodied in the tablish the system if they could. It will 
ing of a statute is fixed wl:ten it is adopted 'Constitution of this State. So :far, welL be an evil day for the State that sees the 
and it is not different at a subsequent time But when our speaker declares that "the downfall of the public school system 
when a court has occasion to pass upon it. legal status of the public schools in this through the machinations of the Roman 
A statute is not to be made to me~n one State includes the existing and . control- CathoHcs, and that is the way its 9,own
thing at one time and another at some sub-· ling power of the Qhristi~:~,n religion,, and fall will be compassed, if, indeed, it ever 
sequent time when the circumstances may further, that "the Constitution and law iS, which God forbid.-Ohristian at Work. 
have so changed as perhaps to ma,ke a dif- of this State authorize religious," but not 
ferent rule in a case seem desirable. as he says, "doctrinal teaching in the 

The foundation, the meaning and the in- public schools," we cannot accept the state
tent of every Sunday law . that has ever ment. It is true that by general consent 
be~n. enacted has been, at the time of its ,the Bible was for a long .tini.e, yet is, and 
enactment, religious and religious only. may .continue to be, read in, the public 
And now when the p~ogressofthe Ameri- schools. There is no objection to this 
~an people under the enlighte:ililfg influ- when read by genera) consent. But on 
ences of the national Constitution has car- the other hand,. as the Code of Public 
ried them beyond any recognition of laws Instru,cti<;m in this State says, "there is 
enforci~.g religious observances, judges on no authority in the law to use as a matter 
the bench endeavor to subject t() a religious of right any portion of the regular school
statute, the free spirit of the American hours in conducting any re,ligious exer
people by making these statutes civil, and cises at which the attendance of.the schbl
reading into them a meaning thatis not ars ismade compulsory;" arid again says 
there, that was not intended to .be there the Code, "Neither the ·common school 
when the statutes were made, and that system nor any other social system can be 
nev(lr can truthfully be put .there, . maintained unless the consCientious views 

Civil Sunday laws atfl j'qdge-made laws, of all are respected." ·In such utterances 
and that only, and that in direct viola-. an(t others that might be quoted the legal 
tion of one of the soundest principles of statu:s· ·of; the public schools'. iii th.is State 
jurisprudence. · Even though every judge' is shown to be different from that stated 
in the United States should say that Stl.n- by Mr. Butler. 
day laws are civil only, it would not he 

Troubiesome Questions. 

A REVEREND gentleman in a· Western 
town, discussing the question of religious 
instruction in the public schools, plaint
ively asks:-

Suppose 'some little boy renrls a paragraph about 
the stan)f Bethlehem; he raises his little hand and 
inquires of the teacher, ,; What is the star of Beth
lehem ? " Is the teacher to answer that the enemies 
of Protestant Christiaility have removed that star 
from heaven ? 

Certainly not. To say that anybody 
has removed the star of Bethlehem from 
heaven WOl;l.ld be a falsehood, and no 
tea~her would be ju'Stified . in lying to his 
pupils, .In such acase the teacher should 
refer the pupil to his parents or guardian 
for the desired information. 

But let us carry the supposition a little 
further: Suppose the.Bible is used in the 
school and some little boy reads · Mark 
16::1.6, and asks, "What is baptism?'' 
Shall the. teacher undertake to instruct 
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hi~ upon that subject?·. Or, if the little 
fellow. reads from Eze. 18: ~0, the words: 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die," and 
asks .the teacher to harmonize it with the 
doetrdne of the, immortality ,of the soul, 
shall .. the te~tcher undertake to inF~truct 
hilll.. in. the v:arious doctrines of future re
wa,rds and punishment? Or ;suppose the 
pupil should read 1 John 5:1, 8, and ask 
some: question on the doctrine of the . trin
ity, s}lall the teacher undertake to instruct 
him::in regard to that? and' if .so, what 
p[l,rticular doctrine shall he tea,ch the child? 
Such questi0ns ·instead of being a voided 
by the use ' of the Bible in the public 
.schools are •only multiplied, and nobody 
\will p:retendrto say that it is the duty of 
p'Q.blic sob.opl teachers to undertake to 

<3.nswer theni. .c. P. B. 

. I• The 'Religion of Humanity.'' 
.::'~~. _; ":". ..___ . ~· 

.. T:H:m N~w;"~;ork Press, of the 29th ult., 
·. ,hb.s ati.-editorial notice of the late Confer

ei;we hn mor-al education in the public 
. ·seh6oi's, from which, we quote as follows.:

,Ther!;) is rather more of a theological tone than is 
:desirable about the discussion that. has been con
. <iucted:by. som;e ~eryt good Christian ministers this 

: week; about moral edu~ation in the public schools. 
.;There fs the :same old tendency to ldentify religion 

. 'with theology; and to assume apparently that if 
common ground can be found on which Protestants · 

· and Catholics can stanQ., the humanitarian end of the 
'Uiiitarian Church, the·Hebrews and Ethical Cultur
:ists and Agnostics will' accept the teachings of the
o:togy in the public schools, on the general theory 
that " this is a Christian Nation." . ·. . 

Now' this N'lttion, or any other nation, can be 
· dhrlstii~n in it$ religion without· being Christian in 
•its theology.: The word "religion" has the same 
root ".lig, ",as ·the word "obligation." It signifies 
~.eomethh'lg bin/ling,. and. that something is a sense of 
duty.· : Allleal'll.ed students of the science-of morals 

·admire the Christian system of morality. It is im
bedd~d in our· national Constitution itself. The 

-rllcQgnl,tion •of !the· rights of another to life, liberty, 
·land the·pur1{uit of happiness, the Anglo-Saxon doc

trine ,of fair play, is an application: of the Golden 
Rule¢:qitnciat~d by Jesus of•Nazareth. . . . 

, rhose who worship Jesus of Nazareth as God in
cal'll~J:t~ Ollght .to be the readiest o~ all, in view of 
these his plaifl. teachings, to come together with 
Hebrews and Liberals and Agnostics on a humanita
rian application of }lis moral teachings to the pur
poses of public instruction. · The 1·ights of the minor
ity, ·who; while accepting his supremacy as the 
world's greatest teacher of morals, are not.agreed as 
to his theological status, require that'theology should 
be kept out of the question. We can no more have 

. a State~ theology than we can have a State Church. 
The "religion of humanity " is unsatisfactory as a 

I the6logy, but that and nothing mq:re iS all the re·. 
li:gion: that the publie schools have any business to 
teach. The point where humanitarian religion stops 
and theology begins is just the right place for the 
·public schools to draw the line. 

It seems :to us that the writer of the 
foregoing attempts to ma~e a distinction 
where. there is no real diffE;lrence. .It is 

··true that r.eligion and theology ·are not 
synonymous, yet there is · n0t, we appre
hend,tthat distinction which soro.e imagine 
that there. is. "Religion," s;11>ys Webster, 
"as distinguished from theology, is sub-
jectiv:e, designating the feelings and acts 
·of ro.en which relat~ to God; while theol
·ogyiis objective, and denotes those ideas 

of God which man entertains respecting 
the God whom he worships." That is, 
theology is the theory, while religion is 
tp.eory reduced to practice. 

" The word 'religion ' has," says the 
Press, "the same root as the word 'obli
gation.' It signifies something binding, 
and that something is a sense of duty." 
Very good; but according to Webster's 
statement of the difference between relig
ion and theology this root means more 
than a sense of duty in the abstract; it 
means a sense of duty toward God. "Re" 
means ·'back again, or anew," and " Zig" 
means, as the Press says, obligation,· or 
something binding; it follows that the 
Christian religion means binding again 
to the Christian's God. The sense of 
duty is religion; but before there can be 
that sense of duty there must be some 
knowledge of God, or at least some mental 
conception of Deity, however false that 
conception may be. 

Again, the Press says, ''a nation may be 
Christian in its sense of duty without be
ing Christian in its theology." But that 
this is impossible appears from the fact 
that the sense of duty is Christian only as 
it springs from an acknowledgment of the 
authority of the Christian's God; but with
out Christian teaching or 'christian theol
ogy, there can be no proper conception of 
the true God, hence no sense of duty to 
him. 

The whole idea of the Press writer evi
dently is that the morality inculcated by 
Christ should be adopted and taught in 
the public schools without any reference 
to its Author,. and without giving it the 
added prestige of the name of Christ; that. 
is) it would be Christianity with Christ 
left out. But the'I'e can in reality be no 
such thing as Christianity without Christ. 
Acts are Christian only as they spring 
from Christian motives. The New Testa
ment teaches that even the common every
day acts and duties of life are to be done 
"to the glory of God." It is the motive 
as much as the act itself which constitutes 
an act Christian. There can be, therefore, 
no such thing as Christianity with Christ 
left out; and no Christian would be satis
fied to teach the "religion of humanity" 
even as Christ taught it, without telling 
who it was that taught it, and thus adding 
to it the influence of his name and nature. 

Christianity is vastly more than a code of 
morals; it is a divine scheme for the moral 
elevation of men who· have sinned. It 
not only teaches men how to live, but it 
teaches them how to become free from 
past transgression; it promises pardon for 
sins that are past, and gives assurance of 
power to overcome temptation and avoid 
sin in the future. Both the pardon for 
the past and the power for the future 
comE;l through Christ. It is ma:n,ifest that 
to leave Christ out of Christianity is to 
emasculate the whole system, and leave 
man to struggle in • the slough of his own 
nioral corruption without pardon for the 

past or strength for the future. The Press 
says that a nation can be Christian in its 
religion without being Christian in its 
theology; but such Christianity as that 
would be no better than the paganism 
described by the Apostle Paul in the first 
chapter of Romans. It is true that the 
State cannot properly teach theology; it is 
equally true that every Christian should 
insist that it shall not teach as Christianity 
or as religion, the morality inculcated by 
Christ, but with Christ left out. The State 
must in justice to all let both religion and 
theology alone. c. P. B. 

An lniquitou$ Measure. 

THE Blair Sunday-rest bill is still before 
Congress, waiting the opportune moment 
when it can be pushed forward ·Qy its 
friends with hope of success. It was in
troduced in the Senate by Hon. H. W . 
Blair, December 9, 1889, read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. This bill has been repeatedly 
published, and is familiar to most of our 
readers. To those who have not given the 
matter thought, the law contemplated· in 
the bill seems reasonable, and the argu
ments advanced in its favor plausible. 
We wish, at this time, to point out some 
of the reasons not only why the bill should 

· not become law, but why every citizen of 
this Republic ought to raise his voice 
against it. 

1. It is unconstitutional in that it is re
ligious legislation. We know that it is 
claimed that it is not religious legislation; 
only a "civil Sabbath" is desired. But 
the Sabbath is not a civil institution; it 
is a religious institution, and the bill rec
ognizes repeatedly that phase of the ques
tion. The bill is, according to the title, 
to secure to ·the people not only the privi
leges of rest, but of "religious worship." 
Among the prohibitions of Section 3, are 
works which are not the "observance [of 
the first day] as a day of religious wor
ship." Thus the bill has a religious object, 
as shown in the title and the exceptions 
made. It is therefore religious legislation, 
and is contrary to the First Amendment 
to the Constitution, which declares that 
" Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or prohibit
ing the free exercise thereof." The first
day Sabbath is a so-called Chris'tian insti
tution, and its establishment by law is the 
recognition and establishment of that re~ 
ligious system to which the institution 
belongs. The Constitution is right, as 
proved by the history of all religious leg~ 
islation of the past. The bill is unconsti~ 
tutiona1, and therefore wrong. 

2. The bill, if it became law, would 
subject many people-good, honest citi~ 

zeus-to the whims and caprices of their 
neighbors. The first section declares that· 
no person, etc., "shall perform or author
ize to be performed, any secular work, 
ln.bor, or business to the disturbance of 
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others; nor shall any persoli en
gage in any play, game, or amusement, or 
·recreation to the disturbance of"others on 
·the first day of the week, commonly known 
·as· Sunday, or during any part thereof." . 
See also section ·6. There are many pro
fessed Sunday-keepers who believe in rec
reation on Sunday. There are mal;ly mE)n, 
whose work confines them through the 
·week, who find rest and. recreation in 
working in their garden on Sunday. There 
are those who observe some :other day as 'a 
Sabbath who, to suppor~ th13:ms.elv:es and 
families, are compelled tQ ,w;Qrk on the· 
first day at their regular business, which 
they, of course, under the Constitution, 
have the right to do. 
. But why mention theseclasses? af!lr& one. 

The law would not interfere wit})..thElm if 
they did not "disturb others.·~ But th~qs 
just ·.the point. They cqp.ld do no.kno'\fll 

. w;ork, they could indulge in no ga,;J;Il!') qr 
e~\?rcise on Sund&y witl10ut distu;rib,i:p;g 
some. bigoted Sunday- ke.E\lper:. W.heifl;b,er 
such an one saw his neigh:bor at work;.or 
not .it would distwrb him just as much as 
though that neighbor was hammering on 
his door-post. . Many consciew::e.~: are E;~~Uy 
disturbed bythe acts ofotb.e~s. The gpod 
Sunday-keeperf:l of Scotland were so dil'l
turbed a few years since that the;y; c.ould 
leave. their devotions on the day which 
they held as holy, to stone some fishermen 
w'ho attempted to l&nd fish on tl+at day. 
Some good Sunday-keepers of the East are 
greatly disturbed because California has 
no Sunday l;lw. Well-meaning and merci
ful men might, thro-qgh mistake, pass such 
a law, but. religious .bigots would make it 
cruelly operative. 

3. The bill is also a bid for injustice and 
. oppression. Section 5 reads:-

'rhat it shall b,e unlawful ~o pay or receive pay
ment. or wages in any manner fm; serv~ce rendtjt:ed 
or for labor performed or for the transportation of 
persons m; of property in violation of the provisions 
of this act, nor shall any action lie.[hold good] for 

· . the recovery thereof, and when so paid, whether in 
advance or. otherwise, the saD).e :ma;y . be recovered 
oack by whosoever sh!,t.ll fil'l;lt: sne for t4e same. 

A more iniquitous m.eas~ll'e.hl:l>s not been 
framed in the n:i:neteel).th ce11tu;ry. A man 
may be honestly. empl()yed by an honest 
man. to do honest workon.Sunday which 
il;lterferes with no ol;le but the men en-

. gaged. These men are theJ:e from choice. 
But under such a.law.as this th.e employer 
ha.s no right to pay for the profits he has 
received from the poor marrs labor; the 

.. noor man has no rigl;t.t to receive the com
. pensation which is his due for .service 
rendered and strength and time expended 
in, legitimate, honest toil. His family 
:i:nay be suffering for the wages earned, but 
he has no right to.receive them, and ifhe 

· does, any v(:tgabond, bigot; or rascal has 
the right to sue him and recover .. the same. 
T.he bill is worthy only of the Dark Ages. 
It is a sa.d thing that one man can be found 

. tq .. frame s~ch.a measure; it is ~add~r ·still 
to ,knoW that there are .SQ r,uany Who will 
advocate and sllpport it .. But as it lias 

been framed and supported, 'so certainly 
would it be enforced if it sHould become 
law. 

4. The passing of such a.bill would d,e
stroy not only religious equality but civil, 
.or political, equality. It would divide by 
~aw the people of the United States into 
classes, so far as the law has jurisdiction. 
The fi.rst class, the highly honored, would 
be. Sunday-keepers, placed in position by a 
mere maj.ority. The.se would be granted 
absolute freedom, The second class would 
be those who observe another day, for 
whom a sort of exemption is made, which 
re'all~ is no exemption, and which would 
· &oon be swept away for obvious reasons, 
-~s soon as the ~aw was enacted. The bill 
,doe& not prohibit their laboring on Sun
day, neither does it sanction it, but it 
mlillkes its legitimacy depend on so frail a 
·foundation as the " disturbance of others." 
';Dhe third class will be those who do not 
believe in the sacredness of Sunday or re
ligious legislation, and who do not· regard 
any day as the Sabbath. The law counts 
these as criminals, however faithful or 
conscientious they may be. This class dis
crimination does not come because one 
class is better citizens· or better men, but 
solely on -account of a religious tenet or· 
institution. T:he Sunday would therefore 
be the soli:} .difference. A. matter of con-· 
science (?} with the majority is made the 
matter of a crime in the minority.' And 
the man who observed .another day than 
Sunday, whose labor disturbed the con
sciences of others; would be compelled by 
the law to render one-sixth of his income 
for the sake of the majority. That is, 
the Government would exact from him 
one 'day in the week, which it would not 
from the Sunday-keeper. The foregoing 
is a sample of Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts's 

. boasted "equality" and "ju,stice" of Sun
day laws. 

5. Such .a law as contemplated by th(3 
bill would place .the Govern:ment against 
God. The Sabbath andreligious worship 
belong to G.od alone. The observance of 
the one and• the rendering of the other are 
duties which men owe to their Creator, 
and for which they will have to give ac
count-at his;tribuual. When Government, 
therefore, attempts to regulate, lhnit, or 
define such duties, it arrogates to itS{;llf 
powers a:ud prerogatives whieh ·belong 
only to God, and becomes a Ui&l}:::rper. 
Jesus sf!riq, "Render the-uefove unto C$sar 
the. things which be Crosar{!'l, .and unto 
God the things whieb ~be ,God~$(' The 
Sabbath belongs to God:; torbh;n it ought 
to be re:Q.dered, not by constraint, but of 
one's own free Will. 

The foregoing are some of the reasons 
why the Blair Sunday• rest bill should ·be 
oppqsed by every good citizen, evl'l.ry lover 
of lib~:~rty, and, more tha,.n .all• else, by 
every Ohri~tian. The gospel ofOhrist has 
naught to do with civillaw,7"'M. 0. W., in 
Sig.ns of the Time~.· 

Memorials of ·t829 ... 30. No •. 5,. 

A PROTES,T FROM ·THE LEGISLATURE OF 

INDIANA:AGAINST SUNDAY LEGISLATION. 

THE' interest aroused in the Sunday agi
tation of 1829:...30 can only be fully. appre
ciated by those who went through the Sun
day campaig?- in California in 1883, or who 
have read the theological conflict between 
Arianism and Athanasianism in the Roman 
'Empire. Mr. Ben: Perley Poore, an old 
official of the United States Senate, in his 
"Reminis9ences" (page 101), says:' "The 
members· of several religious denomina
tions were prominent in their demonstra
tions, and in Philadelphia, chains sect~~red 
by padlocks, were stretched across the 
streets on Sundays to prevent the passage 
of the m11il coa9hes." Is it a wonder that 
such fanaticism called forth the remon
strances which are here being presented? 

The " reiterated and untiring efforts" 
of these religio-political agitators, who 
w_ere flooding Congress with petitions, be~ 
gan to ,assume a serious aspect. So much 
so that the Legislature of the State of In
diana considered that a formal remon
strance. on its part was demanded. It ac
cordingly passed the following memorial, 
which was transmitted by the Governor, 
February _15, 1830, to the parties men
tioHed in the resolution:-

MEMORIAL OF THE STATE OF INDIANA. 

The· memorial of the General Assembly of the 
State of Indiana respectfully represents: 

That we view all attempts to introduce sectarian 
influence into the councils of the Nation as a viola
tion of both the letter and the spirit of the Constitu
tion of the United States and of this State, and at 
the same time dangerous to our civil and religious 
liberties, inasmuch as those charters secure to.every 
man the. free exercise of his religion and the right 
to worship the Almighty God according to the dic
tates of his own conscience, and. inasmuch as any 
legislative interference in matters of religion would 
be an infraction of those rights. 

We, therefore, most respectfully remonstrate 
against any attempt, by a combination of one or 
more sects, to alter the laws providing for the trans
portation of the mail, and against the passage of a 
law to regulate or enforce the observance of reli
gious duties, or which may interfere with what be
longs to the conscience of each. individual. 

That ·all legislative i:ntede:rence in matters of re
ligion is contrlt1'Y to the genius of Christianity; and 
that t4ere are no doctrines or observances incul
cated by thecChristian. religi9p. which require the 

. arm of the ci,vil power. either to enforce or sustain 
them. 

That we consider eve~;y connection. between 
Chul'Qh and State at all times dangerous to civil and 
religious liberty; a,nd, further, 

That we. cordially agree to and approve of the 
able report of the Hon. R. M. Johnson, adopted by 
the Senat!o\ of the United States at its last session, 
upon the petitions for prohibiting the transportation 
of .the mail on Sunday; and while we protest in the 
most s<;>lentn manner against every attempt to en 

· .force, by l!=lpative interference, the observance of 
. any;,pllrtiQUlaJ1,d~y, yet· we believe that both the spir
, itu.atWJ.!l,t\3mpor!,t.l interest of ma,n,kindi~J promoted 

by settiiJg ~part . one day i:t;t the week for the pur
pose of rest; religious instruction and the wotshlp 

· of God. 
Resolved, That his excellency the Governor, be 

r~uested to transmit a copy of the foregoing me
morial to each of our Senators a!!-d Reprl,'lsentatives 
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in Congress, and to the President of the Senate and 
Speak~r of the Rouse of Representatives." * 

· Tbre rBsult of these memorials was to 
bring forth! th:e.1 celebrated report of the 

. House Coinn;dttee on Post-o:ffice:il and Post
~oads, of which Colonel J ohp_son, of Ken
tucky, w~s ch;a,irman at this. time. The 
repoit wa;s even more emphatic than that 
which the Senate had adopted the previous 
session. Thus meeting a signal defeat 
again, the inovement considered that the 
opposition. was too strong at that stage of 
our history, and .reluctantly ret:iTed to the 
background until a more convenient time 
and a people less jealous of their liberties 
should come upon the stage of action; and 
then, profiting by their former defeat, to 
enter the 'struggle with renewed vigor, and 
to tear down as far as possible the secular 
features of our Government. May their 
pr6sent and· all future attempts be as suc
ces~ful as was the celebrated Sunday move
mefit of 1829-30 is the patriotic wish of 

W. A.. BLAKELY. 

Sound Opinions. 

, THE Christian Inquirer, a Baptist 
paper pt:l:blished in this pity, h~:ts in its 
iss"\l.e. of December 4, a symposium on the 
proper attitude of Baptists as to religious 
instruction in the public schools, from 
which we take the following extracts:-

Baptists h(J,ve stoutly maintained from the begin
ning the doctrine of the independence of Church and 
State. Loya)ty to that doctrine forbids the teaching 
of religion Qy the State as clearly as it forbids the 
the. !l,ssumption of civil functions by the Church. 
"Religion'' is a word which needs definition, and 

· if the State be allowed to define it she will always 
do so in the interests of the dominant ecclesiasti
cism, wbi~h may be, as it often has been, godless. 
That we may keep. God in the State let us keep 
religion out of its control; and . rather than sanction 
the Q,uthority of civil Government as a religious 
teacher we shall do well to adopt the parochial school 
system, arid transfer control of all education from 
the State to the chi:trches. But . the public school 
system of the American Union is the direct out
grqwth of religious libElrty, and its most glorious 
expression. . It furnishes a common sphere in which 
religion can be illustrated but not taught, adorned, 
but nqt enforced, and if t4e churches are half alive 
within their,proper domain society can receive only 
blessing from such so-called secular schools. 

EDWARD BRAISLIN. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Church and State are separate, though each re
acts upon the other. The functions of the State 
are civil, of the Church religious. The public school 
is a ciVil institution supported by the State; No re
ligious instruction, 'therefore, can be given in it. 
The State can no more teach religion than the 
Church can make laws. Through the home and 
8ch6ols of'its own the Church must care for. the 
religious training of the young. ·Intelligence being 
the basis of true citizenship the State must educate, 
but,~or the State to attempt to. teach religion is 
simply to furnish a valid plea to any sectarian 
body to ·demand a division of the school fund. 

. W, W. BOYD. 
Newark, N. J. 

Our convictions and teaching i!l regard to "re
ligious liberty" compel· us to hold that no religious 
tenets of any sort shall be taught in the public 

.,..·".American State Papers," class vii, page 240; published by 
. a.uthority of Congress In 1884. 

schools. Absolutely. equal rights must prevail in 
an institution supported by pl.;lblic taxation. 

NATHAN E. WooD. 
BPooklyn, N. Y. 

I strongly favor giving up the reading of the Bible 
in public schools. That seems to me clearly the 
Baptist policy--separating Church from State. 
Equally clearly is it the best policy, disarming all 
reasonable opposition to <>the schools. Much has 
been lost in not resorting to it earlier. 

Brow;. University. 
E. BENJ. ANDREWS. 

For the public school teacher as such to teach 
religion as a part of his duty· to the State is for 
him to usurp a function which does not belong to 
the State; to concede the claim of the ,papal 
Church ; to play the tyrant; to degrade religion by 
unholy alliance. The formal teaching of religion 
in State schools is not Americanism, not Chris
tianity, but Hildebrandism, State-Churchism. 

T. EDWIN BROWN. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sunday Mails. 

A WESTERN Pennsylvania clergyman 
has been criticising Wanamaker as an un
godly public servant for allowing the 
mails over which he has the supervision 
to be carried on Sunday. To this charge 
Wanamaker has made a reply, in which 
he repudiates responsibility for the of
fense and refers the clergyman to Congress 
as the body with whom authority in the 
matter resides. He also takes occasion to 
say that . in his opinion Sunday rest for 
mails in transit is impracticable. "To stop 
the handling of Sunday piails," he says, 
"means to stop the wheels of the railroads 
throughout the country at twelve o'clock 
on Saturday. In that event there would 
be no protection for mails in transit. 
Hundreds of thousands of dollars pass 
through the mails every day, and the cus
tody of the mail in a car standing on the 
track, while crossing the prairie, or even 
at a small village, would be a serious mat
ter. It would be a great accompiishment 
for Sunday rest if the mail dispatched from 
Omaha or San Francisco could lay up at 
twelve o'clock Saturday night, but what 
would become of the postal clerks, .engi
neers, and train hands is not clear." 

We have not seen the full text of Wan
amaker's reply to the clergyman; but he 
is abridged a8 saying that if any commu
nity, by the petition of a considerable ma
jority of its population, would ask for the 
absolute closing of its office on Sunday the 
request would receive favorable consider
ation. "Still,"he adds, "it must be remem
bered that the poBt-office is not a private 
office, and that it is the (luty of its servants 
to serve according to law," and he admits 
... "that those who have different views 
of Sunday keeping have a right to consid· 
eration." 

Mr. Wanamaker's recognition of the 
truth that the post-office is not a private 
office, to be open or closed according to the 
religious prejudices of t:b.e postmaster and 
his fellow church members, marks quite a 
long step in the direction of sense. . . . 
He might now go farther and declare that 

: the post-office is not a religious office, and 
that therefore religious reverence for Sun
day cannot be regarded as a good excuse 
for stopping mail trains on that day . 
People who do not want their mail carried 
on Sunday should deposit it on Monday 
morning. It is not practicable for ships 
to lay-to over the holy day, but mails will 
go anywhere from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific between one Sunday and the next. 
--.--Freethoug ht. 

The Trend of the Age. 

THE Washington Post recently published 
the following New York letter, under this 
heading:-

PATERNALISM THE END. 

A WESTERN PROPHET OF EVIL. 

"It is generally conceded, I bl:llieve," said a well· 
known Western lawyer of promin~nce, ''that we 
are not only growing more powerful as a Nation year 
by year, but that we are drifting slowly and surely 
toward what is called a paternal Government. Both 
of the political parties have contributed to that end. 
We have only to study the record of recent Con
gresses to note the rapidity with which we are 
travelling in that direction. The whole tendency of 
national legislation is to the enlargement of the 
powers and the extension of the duties of the gen
eral Government. Of late years my legal practice 
has involved some of the broader constitutional 
questions, and this gradual change has forced itself 
upon my attention. The political complexion of the 
new order of things does not disturb me. On the 
contrary, this gradual modification of our original 
system must be regarded as the legitimate and 
beneficial result of a higher state of civilization. 

Whether it is so regard~d by ;.til men or not, we 
may as well admit that snch a change is in progress. 
There are those who lament the change. I do not. 
There are those who think this departure from the 
early tenets of our fathers is the forerunner of na
tional decline and dissolution. But they are grow
_ing fewer every year. Even the great body of the 
Democratic party has cut loose from State rights 
and strict construction and become converts to the 
paternal school. In my section of the country the 
proposition for the general Government to assume 
ownership and charge of the telegraph lines and 
railroads is no longer looked upon as undesirable, 
but if put to vote in a general election it would re
ceive the sanction of three-fourths of the people. If 
you and I live ten years longer we'll probably see it 
accomplished. Postal savings banks will follow. 
And--" 

''The loaning of Government money on farm mort
gages?" was suggested. 

"Very likely. Why not? Why shouldn't the 
farmers have an equal right with the national bank· 
ers?;, 

"Are they all Socialists up there in the North· 
west?" 

''If you call that Socialism three-fourths of us are 
Socialists. Not in the sense of wishing to turn 
things over at once by force, but as desiring a pater
nal Government by law, yes-nearly all. 

This frank avowal from the lips of a hard-headed 
lawyer and wealthy citizen, who makes his tempo
rary home at the Hoffman Ij:ouse, was enough to de
prive a man of his breath. He continues: 

''My statement is not a speculative one at all. Nor 
has it any political significance, in the narrow and 
common acceptation pf that term. I am a Repnbli· 
can, but never was in politics, and never will be. 
I am speaking now as an independent citizen. I am 
speaking, too, only of the people of the section of 
country I know something about. Perhaps there 
are other sections where the sentiment is the same. 
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From what I read of the Farmers' Alliance in 
the South; and from the tecent action of the railway 
employes in this State, and from general report of. 
sentiment elsewhere I should say this idea 1Vas be· 
coming general-but I do not insist on that., The 
cry of paternal Government is no longer 11- bugbear .. 
In prillciple it is not a new departUre; It is now 
only a question of growth. We begin to ·recognize 
this froin the Supreme Court down." . 

"Do you think this <;lhange in our system is the 
· way to reach the greatest good to the greatest 
number?" 

"Ah, now you want an opinion I"· he exclaimed. 
''My opinion on this point is worth no more than 
any other man's. To the public itis worth nothing. 
I have been merely stating facts that have come 
under my observation. I would not call it a change 
in our system-the system remains the. same-elec
tions by the present process, officers and terms of 
office the same. It is more properly a change in the 
application of the system and one contemplated as 
possible by the framers of the' Constitution. · It is 
the national progression of a great peo,ple, We im
prove on the old model a8 we go along. The war of 
'61 demonstrated tb,at the original plan needed a 
vigorous overhauling. I think it. improved things 
materially. . Even those who oppased it, arms in 
hand, think so now. So the paternalizing of the 
Goverifment-the bringing of it nearer to the new 
wants of the people--:may result in increased per
sonal happiness and national prosperity. 

"The question of farm mortgages is a very serious 
one in the Northwest. People who pay eight and 
ten per cent. on their borrowed money begin to feel 
the hopelessness of their situation. The source of 
all national wealth is in the producer, artd the agri
culturist is the great producer. In times of finan
cial stringency from over speculation, the Treasury 
of the United States comes promptly to the ·rescue 
of the . Wall Street operator. Why should not the 
Governmen:t come to the assistance of the farmer 
when he gets in a :fu:lancial hole ? I do not suggest 
any particular way; but let it find some practical 
way." 

"What's the matter with the Government leaving 
the money with him, instead of taking it by taxa
tion and loaning it back to him ? " was inquired. . . 

This query rather floored the political economist 
from the Northwest, but he recovered in tim~'to ob· 
serve that it was a scheme worthy of consideration:. · 

"An,d in this progressive system of pa~ernal Gov- · 
ernment where do you draw the line of demarcation, · 
where .the Government shall stop, and where the 
people may think and act for themselves? Will it 
be at the govermnental control of the telegraph lines, 
the railroads, the establishment of postal savings 
banks, the taking up of the farm mortgages at a 
nomin~l rate of interest? Or will it extend its uni- · 
formed hand to the running of flouring mills, brew
eries and manufactories, &c." 

"I would draw no line. The representatives of 
' the people in Congress assembled would presumably 
represent the views of their constituents in the mat
ter. This Government is supposed to be by the peo
ple, of the people, and for the people. The trouble 
is that you consider the Government as something 
apart from, something not of, the peoplrit is the 
people, acting for themselves. The G.bv~r:nruent 
belongs to the people, and not the people tq the 
Government. 1 have just been trying to enforce 
this idea in an argument before the Secretary of 
the Interior, at Washington, in a big land case.. If 
the people want their Government to 'stand in its 
official capacity between them and poverty and ruin, 
they have the right to demand that it shall do so, 
and this without reference to preconceivEld theories, 

·or of governmental systems of other countries. 
There is a legal way to express this demand, and 
that is through the ballot-box and the impartial ad
ministra,tion ofthe laws made by their :representa
tives." 

The open expression of such sentiments 
as these, coupled with a clear view of the 
social, political, and legislative tendency of 

· the times, is an evidence of the beginning 
of the end. Month by month it becomes 
more certain that there are increasing 
numbers of able, influential men through
out the country, who not only see the politi
cal storm-cloud rising, but hail its coming 
as a coveted opportunity for action and the 
profitable exercise ofttheir abilities. 

W;H.M. 

Petty Persecution. 

THE Truth Seeker relates the following 
story of petty persecution for opinion's 
sake, illustrative, also, of the folly of mak
ing criminal upon one day that which is 
held to be. perfectly legitimate upon other 
days:-

Returning from the American Secular Union 
Congress, .Mr. L. K. Washburn stopped to lecture 
at Alliance, Ohio. There he learned of an attempt 
to preserve the "Sabbath"· holy by persecuting a 
Freethinker. Mr. P. L. Dattlebaum, in common 
with other dealers, has kept· his cigar store open 
on Sundays for years. He cai:ries, in connection 
with cigars and tobacco, a line of gents' furnishing 
goods. ·His Sunday trade, however, has been mostly 
in cigars. One Sunday in October he sold a lineii 
collar, and was notified the next·morning by the po
lice authorities to close his place of business on the 
following Sunday. He did so, but noticed that 
every other cigar dealer kept open store the same as 
usual. Not thinking all were treated alike, Mr. 
Dattlebaum opened his doors when the next Sunday 
came around anil was arrested on Monday morning. 
He was again· arrested in two weeks for the same 
offense. He appealed his case, and we shall await 
with interest the. decision of the higher court. What 
makes the case look like persecution is that not an
other person has been ordered ·to close his cigar 
store or has been arrested for selling his goods on 
Sunday. Mr .. Dattlebaum is an outspoken Free
thinker, and thinks that religious prejudice has 
pro;mpted the action against him. But iniagine the 
authorities of a city or town giving a license to sell 
tobacco, cigars, etc., on Sunday, an,d prosecuting a 
:tnan for selling a linen collar on that day, exclaims 
Mr. Washburn. It s8ems thai1 cleanliness is not 
next to godliness in the opinion of some people. We 
are at a loss to understand how a Christian can 
strain at a linen collar and swallow a plug of to
bacco or a cigar on his Sabbath day. It would seem 
·as though a man with a clean collar would make a 
better appearance on and do greater honor to the 
Sunday than a man with a cigar in ltis mouth, but 
evidently the Christian conscience is more wounded 
by the sale of clean linen on the Sunday than by 
the sale of a filthy weed. 

Is it any wonder that infidels abound 
when such things are done in the supposed 
-interests of Christian institutions? 

THE Young Men's Era says of THE 
SENTINEL that it "is evidently published 

·in the interest of those who oppose the 
general observance of the Sabbath day:" 
It is evident that the editor of the Era 
knows nothing about THE AMERICAN SEN
TINEL. The editors of this paper keep the 
Sabbath, and use their influence to per
suade others to keep it also, but they are 
opposed to all laws requiring anybody to 
keep either the Sabbath or any other day 
for any reason whatever. The Sabbath 
is a religious institution, and Sabbath
keeping is a religious observance; and 
both should be absolutely free· from the 
trammels of civil laws.-
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every man to worship according to the dictates of his own con-
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THE Minneapolis Journal reports a dis
patch from Winnipeg, Manitoba, which 
says : '' The most important judgment ever 
given in Manitoba was delivered by Judge 
Killam, November 24, in the celebrated 
appeal of the Roman Catholics against an 
Act pas&ed by the last Legislature abolish
ing separate schools. The decision is 
.against the Oatholics, but t:P:e case will be 
appealed to England; as the Catholics will 
not be sa~isfied until a decision is obtained 
there." 
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by special arrangement, therefore, thos'e who have not ordered 
the S&>ITIN'mt need !lave no fears that they will be:asked to pay 
for it simply beeause they· take it from tlte post·iilJi!Ce. 

JOSEPH CooK says: "With a· glorious 
American common school system and a 
glorious American church, there can be a 
glorious Amer1C!;1>n Republic; not other
wise;'' .·what does Mr.· Cook mean by" a 
glorious American church" ? ·Does he 
mean a. church established by law and 
supported by the State as the schools are 
established and supported? 

A LETTER from Salem, Oregon, brings 
the intelligence that Mr. Crafts has ar
ranged to have a Sunday bill introduced 
into the Legislature of that State at its 
next session, which begins January 12, 
1891. Ifwelllistake not the gentleman who 
is to have charge of the bill will find· that 
he has a big job on his hands. The friends 
of religious liberty: are awake in Oregon. 

AusTIN, Minnesota, is agitated over the 
fact that Sunday work has been done on 
the new ·public school building in that 
town. The Methodist Sunday school re
cently adopted a series of resolutions de
nouncing the work as "a flagrant violation 
of the law, and an outrage upon the relig~ 
ious sentiment of this community, and an 
open assault upon the American Sabbath." 

~et for the t~ial: arrive·J, he ~~ter~d a nolle 
prosequi; the ·State •· paying ·the costs. 
Large delegations had come from the sur
rounding c6untry'to· witness the triaJ: 

· ·MoNDAY; December 1, the American..· 
Sabbath· Union filed its certificate of :im
c6rporation. Its object is "to have the 
Sabbath generally observed. as :t day 'of 
rest and wortJhip." ''The founders 'of the . 
Union are General 0. 0. Howard, Post
master-General John Wanamaker, Col. 
Elliott F .. Shepard, J. F. Hurst, J. :M. 
King, Edward G. Andrews, Robert S. 
MacArthur, A. C. Widekind, Leighton 
Williams, Robert C. ·Alexander, W. R. 
Worrell, Alexander S. Bacon, and Chief 
Justice Noah Davis." 

It will. be observed that .. in stating the 
objeCt of the Union its incorporators say, 
"To have the Sabbath generally observed 
as a day of' rest and worship.". They ap
peal to the law~making power to enable 

· them to accomplish their object, therefore 
they appeal to the State to cause men to 
worship. 

THE second animal session of the Ameri
can Sabbath Union was held in Philadel
phia on the 8th and 9th insts. The session 
was a stormy one and anything but credit
able to the m11nagement. Mr; Crafts, who 
made the Uuign, broke with it several 
months since, and labored independently 
in the West during the summer and fall. 
The meeting was, it appears, appointed 
early in the week, to shut out Western dele
gates, who were, as a rule, favorable to 
Mr. Crafts and hostile to the New York 
management. Nevertheless the Crafts men 
were there in sufficient numbers to seri
ously divide the flock, notwithstanding the 
fact that they had a Shepard (Colonel El
liott F.) over them. 

Colonel Shepard was re-elected Presi-
THE Christian at Work remarks that dent; the incorporation secured before the 

"the Baptists, the only evangelical de- meeting was approved; a board of twenty
nomina,tion -that was not represented in one directors were elected; andtheConstitu: 
the recent meeting in New York, at which · tion amended in several important particu
it was unanimously ·agreed that church lars;. but -the outlook for the Union is not 
property should not be taxed, considered prom1smg. Jealousies and dissensions are 
the question at a meeting in Baltimore on weakening it, and unless wiser counsels 
the 24th ult. All the Baptjst ministers in prevail during the coming year than ap
Baltimore agreed that church property peared in the Philadelphia meeting, their 
should be taxed, but differed as to the bond of union may prove a rope of sand. 
manner in which the tax should be im-
posed." 

OuR readers will remember that in our 
issue of November 27, we made brief men
tion of the arrest of two men, Robert 
Gibb and William Fritz, in Howard 
County, Missouri, for doing farm work on 
Sunday. They were placed under bonds 
for their appearance ·at the Circuit Court 
December 2, 1890. The State Attorney, 
in his official zeal, forgot, or was ignorant 
of; an exemption clause for seventh-day 
observers in the legal code of Missouri. 
In the interim he seems to have informed 
himself upon this point, for whe.n the day 

THE Sabbath Association of Pennsylva
;niaseems not to have had perfectly clear 
-sailing at its recent meeting- in Pittsburg; 
Rev. D. S. Kennedy had been placed upon 
the progmmme for an address, which 
would probably never have been made had 
the managers of the meeting kn:own before
hand just what Mr. Kennedy was going 
to say; for he vigorously opposed Sunday 
legislation; deprecated the idea of making 
people mtiral by civil law, and asked the 
assembled delegates if their interest in the 
Sabbath was due to any human enactment. 
We regret that we have not a copy of 

Mr. Kennedy's ~p~ech, as we should like 
:very much !to publish it. If all ministers 
had as clear views of the proper rela'tioiis 
between Church and' State, an:d· of the 
appropriate sphere of civil law, THE 
SENTINEL would not need to be published, 
and the so;called Sabbath Unions might 
go out of business, and_ the energy · re
ql,lired ,to run. them could be devoted to 
legitimate Christian work. 

WE not only admit, but we maintain 
the right of the State to establish an edu
cational qualification for voters. But it 
would not purify politics .. Educated men 
are pretty equally divided between the 
two great parties, and so are the ignorant 
and the :vicious; indeed the latter are dan- · 
gerous to the country only as they are 
manipulated and used by the former. 
Many of the ignorant are honest, and 
many of the educated are dishonest. 

-------+---------
THE King's Daughters, an organization 

which, we regret to say, is hand in glove 
with the National Reformers, has a mem
bership of over one hundred and sixty 
thousa:p.d. This order• comprises an "un
sectarian. body of Christian women,'' hav
ing for their original object the advance
ment of religion and charity. But like the 
Woman's Christian Temperance ~Union 
they are spending time, money, and energy 
on side issues. 

ARCHBISHOP RYAN is credited with the 
following: ''If all the people of the country 
were Catholics, and all politicians good, 
pious men, then such union [union of 
Church and State] would produce good ef
fects, but as the world is at present, it is 
better to have them separate and let them 
work out their ends." 

No Paper Next-Week. 

As the present volume of Tim AMERI
CAN SENTINEL is to consist of fifty num
bers, we will issue no paper next week. 
No. 1, Vol. 6, will bear date of January 1, 
1891. 

Index for Volume V. 

AN inaex for volume V of THE AMERI
CAN SENTINEL has ·been printed, and wjll 
be . furnished free, upon application, to 
those desiring it. 
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toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 

Single Copy, Per Year, post-paid, $1.00 
In clubs ol ten or more-copies, per year, each 71ic 
To foreign countries, single, subscription, post-paid.· . 5s: 

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
43 Bond Street, New York. 



1N DEX TO THE AMERfCAN SENTINEL VOLUME V. 

A•:t,Ueri~p.:q §~liltiiW.eJ, tlw 
American Stand~Fd, the . 
Auother Sunday law proposed 
/srTf3 Sunday laws for the goo.d of so~ 

ciety ? . [Extra Edition.] 
;Authority for Sunday laws, the [Ex. 

Ed.] 
An excellent thought 
An P.}!linion: Q:ni the Blair bill 
Another Sunday law meeting 
An appeal to a Congressman 
Absolutism against Gov-er-nment 

the people · · 
An interesting letter 
.A.noliher Stmday~law fral'l.d 
lk:A'pproprifl,te" Sunday reading 
:Arrother Sunday bil1' 

· Mt<Q interesti~:quest:iron· raised 
An outv.aige, · 

of 

::e\!Ii.other scheme to establish a :national 
·.·. ·· religivn 
Aln alarming situation 
:A>tltributes of the State, the 
:A.\rl important discussion 
An excellent doom 
An oppg:tltAanity 
.AJJ®.erican principle& 
~u. answer toW·. Fl. C1·afts;onthe Sun-

day amusement questiion 
An, unwarrantable attempt 
America v~. Europe 
A;r,e sacred books unsecta-ri&n ? 
4:qove all ln~m~J;l l:;~J;ws 
A',:q. anti-Chnsttan scheme 
~rl iniquitous measure 

Blllst' S'U!li1diatr oli>serv:anoe, the [Extva 

1 
6 
6 

4 

7 
22 
62 
90 

108 

i13 
121 
153 
162 
166 
209 
202 

225 
249 
260 
41 

289 
300 
316 

324 l 

326 ' 
342 
349 
350 
385 
395 

Edition] 1 
:BBiseless basis, a 14 
. Blair amendment· resolution, the 17 
~reckinridge Sunday bill 2[) 
:$lair bill,, 1{1;1.# 31 
Blair Sund'ay bill in secula;r: dress 3&\ 
~Ja~r; le~~l3~~t.iR?,~1. th!'1 82 
Bla1r Sunday l:hl , t)fe . 94, 13.3 
:ij1l~ir educational, l:)in, . the, 97 
:Bicrw.: fl.Mr,e.e ~:p.fltitlcl#m:tf!, a. 1·26 
B;;tptist d'octor on Sunday laws, a 138 
Ue~t defense of the public schools, the 149 
:t{~P,'tists of Canada on.reli.e;ton.a.nd the 

·~State, .. the 1M 
J;lil;>le in the public schools, the 211 
·~)Hamyis.m. in fact 2J..3 

~i£1S of c1v1l Saobft,th.la;ws, the 214 
;i'Ji>le in the.,sqptpoJs, the 220 

ijYi what author.ItY;? 237 
:e,I)Jcing the compass . . . · 259 
B,;ginning: of the campaign 1~ Cal. 278 
:Stlile ~·eadl~€{s ,fpr, .the home c1rcle 291 
B\ble_rs rehgwus only, the 29£ 
B~ble in our public schools, .. the 325 

Corr'ei;!j)tmdl:fht'who·sees-the d!mger,-a 28 
®iurch and State · 30; 268, 373 
GJ:Ompelled; ile>' bEll saw-ed 31 
Ghrist's king!lpm not of tliis· wen>ld 31ji 
Corroopondent 'Wlio is anx;iQus'; a 38 
Gatholics and public schools! 125 
G\f>mmon schools are common to all,' the 18'1' 
@Hticism, ans')¥e;ee\'l.~ . 170 
Contestlirt W·i:seonsin·and IHioois; the 149 
''<Jivil side of the Sabbath," the 219 
G&fdinal on Sunday..obser'V'anee,· a 229 
(ifei\ttralization 235 
GJlerrical,r,arty, .th.~. . . . 23'6 
Civil>geve:rn;tfient,and•th~ dnt'lne law 242 
G1f1cago corref'!po,nde:r;J.Ce· · 2if31 330 
0~~il Sabbath, tli~· 269 

___ __.._..., ___ _ 
PAGE. 

Churchianiby vs. Christianity 298 
Christianity and the State 300 
Congress of theAmerican secular union 314 
Compulsory school laws 318 
Candid prohibitionist, a 334 
Church talks and citw tangles 356 
"Covenanter war" 357 
Christian morality 364 
Civil Sunday, the 369 

District o£ Columbia has a Sunday 
law, the 49 

District 0£ Columbia. Sunday laiW con-
vention, the 51 

Dang.€l'1'0!lll:S< and vicio;us b'itll, a 85 
Divine right of the parent 147 
Dangerous league, a· 217 
Divine right and prece<il.ent 241 
Due to religious liberty literature 270 
Divine basis, the 324 
Dishonorable and dangerous . 354 
Danger to our civil institutions 364 
Defere]lce· to pUJhlic opinion 372 

Encouraging words 37 
Examjple to the world 60 
Experience in the field 94 
Effect. of the; definite article 118 
Encouraging words from Michigan 

lawyers 134 
Education, does not give character 171 
Educational Amendment, the 174 
Evils of religious domination 236 
Eight-hour movement and Sunday 293 
Edmunds's national univ!3rsity bill 349 

From California 20 
For the public health. 27 
Father Enright on the Sunday 46 
Fo.r policy's sake 53 
Fair proposition, a 129 
Flollies of the wise 1M 
Flaw, the 164 
Free exercise of religion 189 
Fallacy, a 234 
Fined again . 2io 
''Freeth ought wand free thought 379 

C~neral Birney's speech 50 
Government and the Sermon on the 

, Mount. 60, 68, 77 
Good words ih a Sunday convention 11'5 
Good work in Califdrnia 16'6 
"God in Government" 188 
Good thing spoiled, .a 18'8 
Good utterance; a 29.9 
German Lutherans and the English 

language · 365 

Hearing on the Breckinridge Sunday 
bill 

History repeats ,itself 
How far they propose to carry it 
How do they use it? 
HistoriY of the Bennett law, the 
How it looks from Australia 
How came it so ? 

65 
139 

155, 163 
19.0 
19.6 
228 

History of .the,. Tennessee Sunday law 
Has it.,come to such:a pass? 

25~ 
204 
2&2 

How they stand 
How Baptists view it 
Hits them too 
He. tries to fix it up 

268 
315 
324 
331 

Is there not a cause? 2 
Illinois Sunday Uon'Ven1lion, the 5 
ltrtportance·offriglft' motives· 6 
Is '-this.crt.c{!hristia:n'nrutiorr? 110 
Its• mission 14-2 

PAGG. 

Is Protestantism powerless? 195 
Is it blindness ? · 234 
hitci~? ~ 
Is it all wrong ? 295 
Idaho test oath, the 281 
In the minority 317 
Important 3.34 
Is the Bible sectarian ? 327 
Is it unsectarian ? 361 
Is the State supreme ? 363 
Is it personal rights or selfishness ? 363 
Is it so doubtful? 373 
Individualism ·382 

" Justice " 59 

Keep the Constitution intact 54 
Kind of religion, the 57 
Kangaroo and other stories 89 
Kansas City Journal on National Re-

form 157 
Keep Church and State separate 322 
Keep them 'separate · 323 

Logic of it, the . 15 
Let Americans be Americans 35 
Lawye:r's opinion, a 38 
Letter from Salt Lake City 91 
Logic and law 92, 100 
Liberty of conscience must be pre-

served 115 
Liberty of conscience 214, 262 
Larwyer's view of the nature of Sun-

day laws, a 246 
Letter from New Harm pshire 30I 
Lesson from Paine, a 308 
Loyal American against facts, the 308 
Laboring men and the World's Fair 318 
Let the verdict hasten 365 
Let the churches teach :veligion 365 

Misleadiing, peti~ion, a-Which one is 
it'? [Extra Edition]' 

Minister on the situation, a 
Miimeapolis preachers, the 
Movement to unite Church and State 
Mr. Comegys is right 
Modern inquisitor, a 
MDre about the "civil Sabbath" 
Massing of the forces> 
May the State rightfully prohibit po

lygamy? 
Majority rule 
Memorials of 1829~30. 

'' " " 
" ,, 
" 

" " 
" " '' ,, 

No. f 
" 2 
" 3 
" 4 
" 5. 

3 
19 
19 
99 

117 
190 
245 
310 

332 
342 
362 
372 
380 
388 
396 

New Blair Sun:day Bill, the 9 
No comp,romise 13 
National Reform theory reduced to 

practice · 14 
No morality possible without religious 

doctrine · 33 
New boyeott, a 38 
National Refgrm work in Cincinnati 43 
Nut a valid rea:son 46 
N othirrg' but a hoax 7 4 
Nation has no creed, the 86 
National righte<:>us1tess 91 
National Gods; the 99 
National Reform star· 131 
National Reformer's · plea for saloon 
. keepers· 141 

National Reform idea; an absurd'lty~ the' 172 
Ncit a Christian law . 1 'i3 
N0 need of Sunday legisla'tion'' 2i9 
National Refotlli' irr Brazif 250 



PAGE 

National Reform idea of government, 259 
National Reformkindergarten 261 
Notllingless than persecution · 262 
Nature and purpose of civil law 276 
N.''Y. Mail and Express, and Sunday 

· excursions, the 292 
N. R. L. A. Statistics 302 
National Reform sword 350 
NationalRefprm Association, ·the 366 
New Standard, the 387 
NationttlReform and the civil Sabbath 393 

Qbject of the Association 78. 
Opposition Leagues 109 
Opposed to the Blair: measures 139 
Only alternative, the 150 
Orthodox Presbyterianism 151 
On. account of religion 164 
Opposed to the Bible in the schools 349 
Old time moral laws 370 
Opinions on Sunday closing of the Fair 382 
Our Chicago letter 389 

Pushing the matter 5 
Provinoepf Jaw, the 13 
Puritan idea, the 58 
Poor Ca1i.fornia!-No Sunday Jaw 61 
Pointed item · 62 
Pertinent question, a · 62 
Petitions presented ip. Congress 94 
P-aganism and Christianity 102 
Pointed question by a Presbyterian, a 106 
Petitions and Leaflets llO 
Presbyterian morality 145 
People speak, the 17 4 . 
Public school question, the 179 
Politicalrevolution in Wisconsin, a 182 
Precede1l.t lawyers, the 203 
:Parallel, a 229 
Political Divinity 243 
Problem for solution, a 265 
ProhibitiOI1 Sundaylaws 267 
Preserve the Constitution 293 
Public schools 302, 364 
Purpose of Sunday laws 330 
Paternal tendencies 332 
President w·estbrook on the Bible in 

the schools · . 370 
Plea is a fraud, the . :a1~ 
Petty persecution .·,, 393 

Queer ideas of morals · . 
.Questionable declarations 
Question,. a . 
Question of law and conscience, a 
Queer·Christians 
Questions and answers 
Question of rights, a 
"Quite cautious" indeed 

201, 

:· 2 
··44' 
46 

.. 54 
58 
83 

278 
236 

R~?ligion and la;w ·n 
Rome and liberty · 27 
Religion and the pn blic schools 28 
Reasons against Sunday laws 29 
Rome takes a new departure 30 
Religious liberty in Rhode Island 163.6 · 51 
Represell,t~t,ve decision, a · 67 
Religious liberty in Virginia, 1c7.76 84 
Re.c:JF.ef!Mon a:nd religion· 100 
Religious intolerance 102 
Religion and the Church 107 
Refused .State aid 132 
Relig1on as a political factor • . 154 
Religious amendment to the Con-

stitution i55 
Righteousness and the State 161 
.Redeemed commonwealth, a· 169 
Remarkable language 182 
Right& of the people, the 185 
Religion and the State 198, 204, 221 
Relig,iouslibertyinvolved 206 
Religions observances .211 
:Real reason, the 238 
.:ij.eligious laws in Washington . 261 
Religious liberty and the Mormon . 

question 273 

INDEX. 

PAGE •. 

Religion belongs not to the State but 
to the individual 282 

Representative N ationalRefornier de-
fines his position, a · 283 

Religion and the schools 292, 377 · 
Religious liberty and Polygamy 308 
Religious proclamations· unconstitu-

tional 
Republic indeed, a 
Religion in the public schools 
Religion in the schools 
Rabbi on religions liberty 
Reason for it 
" Religion of humanity," the. 

337 
349 

353, 394 
371 

. 373, 382 
387 
395 

Shall the American Constitution be 
respected? 

Sunday law movement and the gospel 
[Extra Edition] 

Some wholesome suggestions to minis-
ters ···r:. 

State theology 
Sample of those rebuffs, a 
Sund'ay slavery 
Some good advice 
"Sunday shaving" 
Sunday-rest league 
Sanitary blessings of a Sunday rest 
~stmdayclaw meeting in Brooklyn 
Sunday in the California State prison 
Some pertinent questions 114, 
Shaky foundation, a 
Sunday laws for the Capital of our 

country 
Sunday legislation in Canada 
"Shall Christ be King of the Nation "? 
Stat11tory· ortl\ography 
Sectarianism ~:a;pd religion 
Sunday.c,Iositj.g ·, 
Sunday~rest'];~~g;ne in Chicago, the 
Sunday slaves"in a quandary 
Some good resolutions 
State cannot do it, 'the 
Scrap of history . 
Senator Blair's educational bill 
Simple tyranny 
Secular morality 
Sound opinions · 
:,~unday mails 
· Sphere of legislation, the . · 
Sunday-law campaign in California 
Some statesthanship 
Selfish and tyrannical 
So-called National Reform movE)ment 
Sunday laws again 
Sunday convention in California 
Sunday laws and the working people 
Supreme court and the Bible 
St. James and the vatican 
Sabbath i.s not a civil institution, the 
Source of civil power, the · 
Sunday-law tactics 
Sentiment and character 
Sunday saloons 
Sunday paper again, the 
State cannot be religions, the 
Secret of abolishing the saloon, the 
Seventy"five dollar jokes " 
Senator Reagan on Church and State 
Senator George's speech 
Subtle dangers 
Some rash statements examined 
State and parochial schools 297, 
Strange reasons 

. S11nday question, the 
State is of the.people, the 
Specious plea, a 
Songs of freedom _ 
Sunday-law arrogance · . 
Should the State r~gulate morals? 
Strengthening the hands of: tb:e eJl,enJ.y 
Sunday and the world's fair 
State aid in Alaska 
Sunday campaign in California 

9 

9 

12 
21 . 
45 
46 
54 
69 
70 
76 
84 
93 

212 
116 

117 
116 
124 
126 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
148 
166 
179 
180 
386 
397' 
397 
181 
181 
186 
190 
195 
196 
197 
202 
203 
211 
220 
227 
228 
229 
230 
235 
244 
251 
253 
266 
275 
277 
285 
306 
301 
306 
313 
317 
318 
322 
323 
32'3 
326 
330 
341 

PAGBi 

Secular theory of government 345 
'Seeking improvements 346 
Sunday Sabbath and the world's fair 347 
Sunday legislation in Canada 350 
School question, the 355 
Sunday-law contest in Washington . 356 
Stirring the whole· country · 358 
Sunday laws in Europe 371 

· Sound advice 371 
Sourceof government 372 
Should be taxed 372 

That Sunday-law petition . 3 
To whom is the Sabbath duei' [Ex. Ed.] 6 
They are Papal allies 22 
That "Bitter Cry," 29 
That Sunday-law tour 30 
Taxing .church property 35 
That Sunday crusade 45 
That representative decision 74, 81 
That fraudof a fraud 75 
.That orthodoxy in Iowa 77 · 
That revolutionary resolution 89 
Tempo:ral against the spiritual, the 105 
Tried by the record . 118 
The one object 173 
Telling example, a 186 
Thrilled the audience 188 
Travesty on law, a 252 
Talk is talk 299 
They seek executive authority also 300 
Those non-sectarian sects 305 
They agree on the main point 321 
They understand it already 338 
They understood it 388 
Troublesome questions 394 
Trend of the age, the 397 

Union of Church and State 189 
Unmerciful mercy i73 
Unique legislation 213 

. "U nfatniliar reasons for the rest day," 259 

Veritable facts, the • 316 
Violations of Sunday laws 390 

What Christ taught 4 
Wha~ they want it for [Ex. Ed.] 2 
Was It orthodox ? 
Wickednessof. Churchand.State unipn 66 
Wisconsin decision, the · 
Why can they not see it ? 108 
Washington National Reform conven-

tion, 123 
What is ·a sect ? 137 
What is sectarianism? .. 165 
What right indeed ? 165 
What is truth? 171 . 
Where the difficulty lies 180 
Why he sails under cover 186 
What the Bennett law really is 193 
Working fora Sunday law 205 
What we may expect · 222 
What is treason 233 
Who will run the machine ? a36 
What is the State ? 251 
Why is it impossible ? 257 
When and by whom should the Bible 

be taught? 267 
WoulO. welcome Sunday opening 262 
Where shall they go ? 262 
Why the government should not em-

ploy chaplains 290 
What need of Su11day laws? 294 
Why not teach sectarianism ? 315 
Who shall teach that Christian theol-

ogy? . 317 
Warning for the clergy 322 
Who are the traitors ? 329 
What are :£hEl facts ? . 338 
Work: of .t;!:nt Woman's Christian Tem-

pera,nce Union 339 
What is rightful authority?. 347 
Why we oppose Sunday laws 362 
Work of the Church 365 





Adventist Pioneer Library

For more information, visit:
www.APLib.org

or write to:
apl@netbox.com


	Volume 5, Number 1 (January 2, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 2 (January 9, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 3 (January 16, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 4 (January 23, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 5 (January 30, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 6 (February 6, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 7 (February 13, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 8 (February 20, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 9 (February 27, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 10 (March 6, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 11 (March 13, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 12 (March 20, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 13 (March 27, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 14 (April 3, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 15 (April 10, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 16 (April 17, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 17 (April 24, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 18 (May 1, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 19 (May 8, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 20 (May 15, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 21 (May 22, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 22 (May 29, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 23 (June 5, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 24 (June 12, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 25 (June 19, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 26 (June 26, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 27 (July 10, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 28 (July 17, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 29 (July 24, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 30 (July 31, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 31 (August 7, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 32 (August 14, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 33 (August 21, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 34 (August 28, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 35 (September 4, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 36 (September 11, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 37 (September 18, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 38 (September 25, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 39 (October 2, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 40 (October 9, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 41 (October 16, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 42 (October 23, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 43 (October 30, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 44 (November 6, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 45 (November 13, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 46 (November 20, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 47 (November 27, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 48 (December 4, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 49 (December 11, 1890)
	Volume 5, Number 50 (December 18, 1890)

