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The Importance of the
American Sentinel

“What is the Sentinel for, but to be the voice of the watchmen 
on the walls of Zion, to sound the danger signal.”

Ellen G. White, Manuscript 16, 1890.

“The Sentinel is like a trumpet giving a certain sound; and all 
our people should read it carefully, and then send it to some 
relative or friend, thus putting to the best use the light that God 
has given them...
“The Sentinel has been, in God’s order, one of the voices sound-
ing the alarm, that the people might hear, and realize their 
danger, and do the work required at the present time....
“Let every worker for God comprehend the situation, and place 
the Sentinel before our churches, explaining its contents, and 
urging home the warnings and facts it contains. May the Lord 
help all to redeem the time.”

Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, December 18, 1888.





Contents

Volume 4, Number 1 (January 1, 1889) 1
Volume 4, Number 2 (January 30, 1889) 9
Volume 4, Number 3 (February 6, 1889) 17
Volume 4, Number 4 (February 13, 1889) 25
Volume 4, Number 5 (February 20, 1889) 33
Volume 4, Number 6 (February 27, 1889) 41
Volume 4, Number 7 (March 6, 1889) 49
Volume 4, Number 8 (March 13, 1889) 57
Volume 4, Number 9 (March 20, 1889) 65
Volume 4, Number 10 (March 27, 1889) 73
Volume 4, Number 11 (April 3, 1889) 81
Volume 4, Number 12 (April 10, 1889) 89
Volume 4, Number 13 (April 17, 1889) 97
Volume 4, Number 14 (April 24, 1889) 105
Volume 4, Number 15 (May 1, 1889) 113
Volume 4, Number 16 (May 15, 1889) 121
Volume 4, Number 17 (May 22, 1889) 129
Volume 4, Number 18 (May 29, 1889) 137
Volume 4, Number 19 (June 5, 1889) 145
Volume 4, Number 20 (June 12, 1889) 153
Volume 4, Number 21 (June 19, 1889) 161
Volume 4, Number 22 (June 26, 1889) 169
Volume 4, Number 23 (July 3, 1889) 177
Volume 4, Number 24 (July 10, 1889) 185
Volume 4, Number 25 (July 17, 1889) 193
Volume 4, Number 26 (July 24, 1889) 201
Volume 4, Number 27 (July 31, 1889) 209
Volume 4, Number 28 (August 7, 1889) 217



Volume 4, Number 29 (August 14, 1889) 225
Volume 4, Number 30 (August 21, 1889) 233
Volume 4, Number 31 (August 28, 1889) 241
Volume 4, Number 32 (September 5, 1889) 249
Volume 4, Number 33 (September 11, 1889) 257
Volume 4, Number 34 (September 18, 1889) 265
Volume 4, Number 35 (September 25, 1889) 273
Volume 4, Number 36 (October 2, 1889) 281
Volume 4, Number 37 (October 9, 1889) 289
Volume 4, Number 38 (October 16, 1889) 297
Volume 4, Number 39 (October 23, 1889) 305
Volume 4, Number 40 (October 30, 1889) 313
Volume 4, Number 41 (November 6, 1889) 321
Volume 4, Number 42 (November 13, 1889) 329
Volume 4, Number 43 (November 20, 1889) 337
Volume 4, Number 44 (November 27, 1889) 345
Volume 4, Number 45 (December 4, 1889) 353
Volume 4, Number 46 (December 11, 1889) 361
Volume 4, Number 47 (December 18, 1889) 369
Volume 4, Number 48 (December 25, 1889) 377



" Cpri'npted freemen are th~ worst of slaves." 

VOLUME 4. OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, JANUARY, 1889. NUMBER 1. 

·TitQe All2e~i@aQ ~e12M12el. 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY, BY THE 

PACIFIC PREsS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
OAKLAND, CAL. 

R ;r. WAGQON~, } ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ • EDITORS. 
ALONZO T. JONES, 

' SPECIAL CoRRESPONDENTS. 

J. It. WAGGONER, E. w. FARNSWORTH, DAN T. JONES. 

E1ttered at the PQst-qjjice in Oakland. 

PosiTIVE enactments against irreligion, like 
positive enactments against fanaticism, pro
voke the evil which they were designed to 

, prevent.-George Bancroft. 

TRE Iowa woman's Christian Temperance 
Union to its ~verlasting honor, has severed all 
. ' ' 
CO!lnection with the political wprkings of the N a-
tion~l Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
and has:given totheNational {J"nion the name 
of'' The National Woman's Political Temper
ance Union." We heartily approve the action 
of the Iowa Union, and hope that the good 
work may go on until the National Woman's 
Political~Christian Temperance Union is de~ 
stroyed or else the National Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union is . brought to the . 
point where it will do Christian work in a 
Christian way, and not in a political way. 

THE American Vedette complains, of a pas
sage in the August SENTINEL upon National 
Reform in'the South. Well, Brother Vedette, 
w~ humbly make our apology for all in that 
which reflects upon the South. We said more 
than we should have said. We beg pardon. 
The SE;TINEL never intends to be sectional in 
anything; but American and National, with 
a big N, fn all things, 'The Vedette thinks 
that the basis of our remarks on that occasion 
wa~ owing to "some noodle in Georgia or 
North Carolina, probably some experimental 
immigrant from the North, or some of our 
uneasycranks who are nev~r satisfied." The 
person who made the statement is Doctor 
Fitzgerald, of Nfishville, editor of the Advocate, 
a religious paper there, and. a man of more 
than either local or State reputation; and 
he spoke for the South and pledged the South 
to National Reform; when he said that upon 

· which we based our item. Yet we confess we 
wandered 1'omewhat from the text. Again 
we· ask forgiveness, and we promise to stick 
t6 the text next time.' We do indeed hope 
that the South will repudiate· all efforts to 
swing her into the line of the National Re~ 
f!)rm wickedness. · 

Ttle Illinois Sunday Convention. 

TnE first annual meeting of the Illinois 
Sunday Association was held in Farwell Hall, 
Chicago, November 20 and 21, 1888. This 
Association was organized at Elgin about the 
same-time last year. Of that meeting we gave 

·.an account at the time. This meeting was the 
genuine successor of that in every way. It 
was addressed by Doctors Mandeville, Ev
erts, Foster, Henson, and Herrick Johnsol;l, of 
Chicago; Doctor Knowles, of New Jersey, ·edi
tor of the Pearl of Days and secretary of theN a
tiona! Sunday Association; Dr. Wilbur F. 
Crafts, .and Dr. John Hall, of New York; 
Mitchell, of Sycamore, Ill.; Post, ofSpring:field, 
Ill.; Mills, of Wheaton; ~and Hon. J. C. Lord, 
of Elgin, Ill. 

The two points that were emphasized above 
all others throughout the Convention were: 
(1) Christians do not keep Sunday as they 
ought ; and (2) other people do not go 
to "church as they ought. . 

First : In the first speech that was made, 
even in the opening exercises, it was said: "\V e 
remember the corporations; the great rail
roads which compel their men to work and 
so to desecrate the holy day. But we remem
ber that back of the officers of the companies 
are the stockholders who belong to the churche8, - . sit in the pews, and bow down and pray 111 

the house of God_:_these are equally guilty." 
If then the railroads compel their men to 

' ' desecrate the day, and the ow11ers of the rail-
roads are church~members, then who is it 
but the church-members that are compelling 
people to desecrate the day? 

Doctor Knowles said that by the influence of 
William E. Dodge, even after his death, the 
Delaware and Lackawanna Railroad Company 
had resisted the temptation to run trains on 
Sunday until the present year. But five hun
dred ministers met in conference in New Ym\: 
and used competing lines on Sunday, and by 
this the hands of the Sunday Observance Com
mittee have been tied ever since. After that 
when the Delaware and Lackawanna directors 
were asked not to run Sunday trains, they re
plied, "How can you come to us pleading for us 
to run no trains on Sunday, when your preach
ers by the hund;eds, on Sunday, use our rival 
lines, which do run on Sunday. If yo'llr 
preachers ride on Sunday trains on other 
roads, we cannot see'why they and other peo
ple cannot ride on our trains on Sunday. 
And if it is all right for these other roads to 
run trains on Sunday, and certainly ministers 
of the gospel-would not ride on them if it were 
wrong, then we cannot see how it can be such 
.a great wrong for ns ~o run Sunday trains." 

That is a very proper answer. No wonder 
. the Sunday Committee's hands are tied by i~. 
And yet that very coiiference of five hundred 
preachers, assembled in New York last sum
mer, took the first decided step toward the 
organization of the National Sunday Associa
tion, of which Doctor Knowles himself is sec-
retary. , 

Another speaker, whose name I did not get, 
said that not long ago a railroad president 
said to him, ''We get more requests for Sun
day trains signed by preachers than we do 
from other people." 

By these facts there is presented the follow
ing condition of things: (1) Church-members 

-own the railroads; (2) pryachers sign re
quests for Sunday trains; (3) the church
members grant the request of the preachers 
for~ Sunday trains, and the preachers ride 
on the Sunday trains, and other church
members go on Sunday excursions; (4) then 
the whole company-preachers and chur~h
members-together petition Congress and the 
State Legislatures to make a law stopping all 
Sunday trains l That is to say, they want 
the Legislatures, State and National, to compel 
these railroad-owning church-members not 
to grant . the request of the preachers for Sun
day trains. In other words, they want the 
civil power to compel them all-preachers and 
church-members-to act as they all say that· 
Chrimians ought to act. ·And thf;ly insist upon 
quoting all the time the commandment of 
God, "Rememper the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy." But if they will not obey tHe com
mandment of God, which they themselves ac
knowledge and quote, what assurance have 
we that they will obey the law of Congress or 
State Legislature when they get it, espe
cially as it will rest entirely with themselves to 
see that the law is enforced? Will they com
pel the~selves by civil law to do what they 
themselves will not otherwise do? 

Second : In complaint that people do not 
go to church,· Doctor Crafts said : " The 
post-office is open at the very hour of church, 
and a man . .,. must choose betw~n going to 
church and going to the· post-office to get his 
mill" • 

And in the Association's address to the pub
lic it is said : "At this rate the time will com~ 
when our wage~workers will have to work 
seven days in a week, and the chur_ches will 
be deserted. · But let a law be enacted in 
favor of the Sabbath, and it will give back to 
hundreds their day of rest, and to the churches 
tens of thousands of attendants." 

, Dr. Herrick Johnson delive~ed an intense 
Philippic against the Sunday newspaper: _He 
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said: "ItcreepsintoourhomesonSunday. It bidding any recreation "to the disturbance of 
can be put into the pocket, and taken into others" on Sunday, then anything done on 
the parlor, and read." Then he named the Sunday outside of the home or the sanctuary, 
matter with which he·says the Sunday~ papers in the ne1ghborhood of this preacher, will dis
is filled, "crime, scandal, gossip, news, and turb him, and whoever does it will be pros
politics," and said: ""What a melange! what a ecuted. Dr. Herrick Johnson cried for a 
dish to be set . down before a man before breath of the Puritan ; it seems that Doctor 
breakfast and after breakfast to prepare him for Post is fully disposed to give it to him. 
hearing the wol-d of God. It makes it twice Doctor Everts said: "The Sabbath is the test 
as hard to reach those who go to the sanctu- whether a man believes in God or not. It is 
ary, and it keeps many away from the house atheism or the Sabbath." And the secretary 
of worship altogether. They read the paper, in his report said: "The Sabbath is the di
the time comes to go to church, but it is said, viding line between Christianity and heathen
' Here is something interesting I will• read it ism." 
and not go to church to-day.'" He then spoke According to these propositions, therefore, 
of the Inter-Ocean special Sunday news train, to compel men to observe the Sabbath is to 
.and how the people would flock to the station compel them to accept Christianity and to 
to see the train, and said: "In the Sabbath serve God. But such service is not the serv
lull from politics, ·business, etc., the people ice of God, and such recognition of Chris
would go to church were it not for the at~rac- tianity is not a· recognition of Christianity at 
tion of the Iriter-Ocean special train." And all. 
then he exclaimed, "Oh, for the breath of the The influences in favor of the National 
Puritan [ Oh, for a little of the Puritan Sunday law reported in this Convention are 
Sabbath I" , the following:-

Dr. John Hall followed this in a five min- 1. More than 50,000 blank petitions have 
utes' speech, in which he emphasized one of been sent out to be signed. 
Dr,. Johnson's staterp.ents thus: "If the faro- 2. The Society of Friends, of Iowa, number
ily make the Sunday paper a study, it will be ing 10,500 people, has indorsed the petitions 
difficult for-them to get to the house of wor- and the work. . 
ship, and when there it will be harder for 3. The Society of Friends in Indiana, num
them to get the word of God. There is noth- bering 20,000 members, has done the same. 
ing better to mar worship and deaden the 4. Ministers and churches in forty States 
mi.nd to the worship of God. And it is this and Territories have indorsed the petitions. 
sensationalism that makes up the .attraciions 5. May 21 Senator Blair introduced a bill 
of the Sunday pape;." into the U. S. Senate providing a National 

All these statements and arguments plainly Sunday law. 
show that the secret and real object of the 6. Petitions were sent to Canada, and Sir 
whole Sunday-law movement is to get the John Macdonald replied that they h~d intra
people to go to church. The Sunday train duced the matter into the Canadian Parlia
must be stopped, because the church-members ment. 
ride on them and don't go to church enough. 7. The Methodist General Conference, two 
The Sunday paper must be abolished, because Presbyterian General Assemblles, and one 
the people read it instead of going to church, Baptist Assilciation, have all appointed com
and because those who read it and go to mittees for the organization of a National . . 
church too are not so well prepared to receive Sunday Union. 
the preaching. But is it right for the church 8. October 18 the Brotherhood bf Locomo
authorities to wielsl the civil power in the tive Engil1eers, "with much enthusiasm and 

· interests of the church? Is that a legitimate with great applause," indorsed the petition hi 
exercis~ of the functions of civil government? favor of the Blair Sunday BilL 
If it is, why should they stop with this? W1:Zl 9. November 16 the Knights of Labor gen
they stop with this? · They will. not, This is eral Convention also.indorsed it, and this ac
only the first step in an unlimited course of tion, said Doctor Crafts, carried the petitioners 
legislation in the interests of the churches beyond the .five million line. 
and at the expense of everybody else. If With all this array in its favor, it is no 
these men are allowed to take the first step, IVOnderthat Doctor Crafts reported that there is 
they will be sure to take all the others that good prospect for the passage of the bill. Dr. 
they want. Crafts said: "The ·labor unions and the 

And how much more will satisfy them? churches were never before united. If the 
Doctor Post seeihs to have given a pretty good labor unions alone can get what they want, 
idea of this. His address was upon "Sabbath and if the churches alone can get what they 
Recreation.~ It was an effort t~ define what want, how much more, and more easily, can 

. is proper recreation on Sunday. And after a this be accomplished when all these are united 
goo<l. deal of discussion, and what he said together." 
was a careful study of the literature and his- .. The petitions are still being circulated and 
tory of the subject, he laid down as the sound signed by the thousands.. If that bill shall 
. principle. the following:- pass, that will show t~at this nation is ready . 

" Thel'e is no kind of recreation that is and willing to commit itself to an unlimited 
prqper or profitable on Sunday outside of the course of religious legislation, and which can 
home or the sanctuary." ~nd only in the destruction of that liberty, 

Only let such laws be enacted as are de- both civil and religious, which .has been our 
manded by _National Reformers, laws for- heritage for a hundred years. Are our read-

ers ready to give their influence, either by 
signing these petitions or otherwise, to such h 
work? Are our readers not rather ready tp 
sign petitions everywhere praying the N ~
tional Legislatire to let religion and religion~ 
observances forever alone? A. T. J. · 

Principles, Not Parties. 

FRoM a gentleman in the State of New Y orl~, 
a minister of the gospel, we ·have received a 
letter inquiring into the political affiliation$ 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. The letter is too 
long to be published entire, but we will give 

.enough of it so that the reader may have a 
good idea of its contents. After stating that 
in his section the extra SENTINEL was circu
lated by. Republicans, as campaign literature 
against the Prohibition party, he says:-

" With the SENTINEL, I am uncompromisingly opt 
posed to anything tending toward union of Cliurch 
and State either in name or in' fact. 1\Iy pen anq 
voice have been and still will be against it. I have 
recently lectured against the encroachments of Rome; 
and opposed also the legislation that fined and im+ 
prisoned your people for quietly and lawfully work~ 
ing on Sunday. · 

"But your articles in the SENTINEL, as far as I have 
been able to see, would lead one to infer that you 
are not.alarmed in regard to Republicans, and their 
attitude on the Sunday question, but are fully awake . 
to the tendency of Prohibitionists to link in the 
question with that of temperance. • . . : 

"Dr. Carroll, editor of the N. Y. Independent, in aJ 
speech in-favor ofh!s p~rty (an}i-saloon Republican)\ 
declared that alllegrslatwn for the better observance; 
of Sunday had come from the Republican party, and: 
intimated that such would be the ease in the future) 
In your article aga!nst s.uch le~¥slat.i?n, you sar, ~n!lch: 
about Senator Bla1r's b1ll, stylmg h1m a Proh1b1t10n-· 
ist, etc. 

"Senator Blair is a staunch Republican, sent to 
the Senate by Republicans. His hope of passing his 
bins, and securing Sunday legislatipn, is m the atti
tude of a Republican Congress. From a Republican 
Congress and a Republican President, he hopes to se
cure what you and I denounce as a menace to relig-: 
ions liberty. He has no hopes of doing this inside ofi 
a,ny other party, for he does not believe a third party: 
can obtain control of the Government. Republicans: 
in Congress are working together to secure legislation~ 
in the interests of Rome. Protestant Republicans: 
are the men who to-day are the greatest plotters\ 
against religious freedom. Why, then, are you so 
much against Prohibitionists, but fail to say much, it 
anything, against the Republican party, to which 
Carroll, Blair, and company look for future Sunday 
legislation?" · 

We have quoted the principal part of the 
letter. From a perusal of the whole, it seems 
to us that our brother is moved quite ns 
much by hatred of the Republican party as 
by desire to see justice done to the Prohibi
tion party. As for the SENTINEL, we can say 
with truth that it is strictly non:partfsan. It 
deals only with principles, and with facts as 
they illustrate or stand in opposition to those 
principles. And here we will say that the 
greatest fault that we have ,seen in th.e Prohibi
tion party is the intense, bitter, and almost 
unreasoning partisan spirit manifested by its 
leaders. . In the late campaign we listened to 
several speeches by prominent Prohibitionists, 
and their whole animus seem~d to be hatred 
of the two old parties. The Prohibition jour
. nals were the same. Their whole campaign 
stock seemed to be vituperation and abuse Qf 
Republicans and Democrats. We are no apol
ogist for either of the old parties, and are not 
claiming that much that was "!aid against 
them was not true; but such political meth
ods seem to us decidedly out of place in a 
party which professes to be the party of 

·moral ideas. 
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Gur friend. charges all the alliance with 
Romanism upon the Republician party. This 
seeins to us a little strange, since· the Demo
cratic paTty has been proverbial for years as 
the party that was dominated by the Catho
lics. ; . President. Cleveland's obsequious atten
tion .to Cardinal Gibbons is well known to all 
our readers; anef who has forgotten the insult 

• which· his adminstration gave to the whole 
American nation, wben it sent a Government 
vessel to meet the emissaries of the Pope, 
when they came on a church mission, and 
how the Papal flag was hoisted above the 
stars and stripes? 

T}ie fact of the. matter is that both the old . 
parties are like the Prohibition party, in that 
they favor whatever will bring them the most 

. votes at anfparticular time .. No man is war
ranted in saying that any particular party 
~wtU·,be the party,~hat will offer the greatest 
menace to religious liberty, It is highly 
probable that some entirely new party will 
be .instrum.ental in consummating that work. 
We have riothing to do with parties as such. 
The .. SENTINEL has no fight against any polit
ic~tl' party. But when it sees movements on 
foot that tend most directly to overthrow 
religious liberty, it will vigorously oppose 
-them, no matter by whom they are cham
pioned. To show that this· is true, we need 
only say that six years ago; when the matter 
of' a Sunday law was the only issue between 
the two .great parties in California, we circu
lated hundreds of thousap.ds of papers oppos- , 
ing<the stand taken by the Republican party, 
and it was said that the work done by the 
publishers ,of the SENTINEL contributed in no 
small degree to the defe!J,t. of that party. 
When the party' dropped that issue, there was 
no longer any necessity for opposing its work. 
It 'is not true that the Blair Bill is a Republi
can measure, for we know 6f a surety that 
the >most vigorous opposition-that it will meet 
i,n;. the House will ·be from Republicans. 
1\:l:oreover, we have seen Mr. Harrison's state
ment, signed with his own hand, to the effect 
that .he . doei not favor such legislation as is 
proposed •by Senator Blair. 

We well know that Senator Blair is a Re
publican; but we have no eVid~nce that his 
·ni~asure is a Republican measure. ·The 
readers ofthe SENTINEL can testify that Sen
ator Blair's Rep1,1blicanism has not prevented 
us from opposing his work; and we think 
that' orir action in the past is ample proof 
that we should pursue a like course in regard 
to the Republican party as a whole, if it 
should endorse ·Senator Blair's bills. 

And now for a few facts to show that the. 
. Pr0hibition party is pre-eminently the party 
that is devoted to religious. legislation. 

1. Chairman Dickie said in answer to a 
question, that the disfranchisement of woman 
is a greater curse· than all the saloons in the 
country. And Sam Small, secretary of the 
National Prohibition Convention, said: "One 
reason wb:y I favor· woman suffrage is because 

· .we' wouid have more Christian voters if the 
women were allowed to vote." Thus it ap
pears from the • highest authority that· the 
Br{.)hibitiQn party is not ;primarily a temper-

ance party,. but is a woman suffrage party, 
and that for the purpose of advancing its 
religio-polit1cal designs. 

2. In a speech in Kansas City, Sam Small, 
who is, one of the ProJ:ibition party leaders, 
said:- _ . · 

"I want to see. the day come .when the 
church shall be the arbiter of all legislation,. 
State, nat~onal, and municipal; when the 
great churches of the country, can come to
gether harmoniously and issue their edict, 
and the legislative powers will respect it and 
enact it into laws." · 

Talk about the encroachments of Rome! 
How much better would this be? Not a bit 
better,. but rather worse, because it would in
clude the Catholic Church, and so to its des
potism would be added that of all the other 
churches. For ourselves we can say that we 
shall never cease to antagonize any effort 
tending in that direction, no matter how 
'highly " moral ') the party making them may 
profess to be. 

3. Speaking about the morality of the Pro
hibition party reminds us of what the Lever 
said some time ago:~ 

" At this point the Prohibition party stands 
out in bold contrast with the old parties. It 
recognizes the authority of God in human 
government, and proposes that all legislation 
shall be in harmony with Christian morality." 
. Here we see that the religious character o( 
the Prohibition party is set forth as its great 
point of superiority over the old parties. 

4. In the Christian Stateffman of November· 
22, 18S8, there appeared an editorial entitled, 
"Have We a Christian Party?" in which, after 
saying that'' no one· will claim that either 
one of the dominant parties in American 
politics is a Christian party," and that the 
chara.cter of the Prohibition party in this 
respect has not yet been definitely settled, it 
says of it:-

"We aclmowledgewith cheerful thankful
ness the religious utterances which from time 
to time hav:e appeared in its platforms. It 
has definitely acknowledged almighty God as 
the source of all power in civil Government. 
It' has declared for· the maintenance of the 
Christian Sabbath. Some of its State plat
forms have avowed the purpose of the party 
to be to apply the principles of the Christian 
religion to our. whole ,political life, and several 
county platforms h;we made express ac
knowl~1gment of Jesus Christ as the ruler of 
nations. These are new utterances in Ameri
can politics. They:have no precedent and no 
parallel in the history of parties among us. 
They have awaken~d the brightest hopes 
among those who feel that the question of alL 
questions, of which the temperance question 
itself, in its deepest aspects, is only a part, 
is whether we shall maintain or shall forego 
our national Christianity." . 

This shows that the National Reform As
sociation, of which the .Statmnan is the chief 
organ, looks with great expectation to the ris
ing Prohibition party to further its aims. 
That its expectations are based on reason 
appears not only from the above, but from 
many other things. . In last month's SENTINEL, 
page 94; there aweared a short article showing 
from the statement of an intelligent Prohibi
tion worker that the Prohibition party is the . 
Church and State party~ 

These are points enough to show that the 

SENTINEL could not be true to itself if it did 
not antagonize, not temperance, nor Constf
tutional Prohibition, but that which consti
tutes the chief work of the nominally prohibi
tion party. When the Republicam party, or 
any other party, makes religion an issue, we 
shall oppose its work just as vigorously. We 
should oppose them as vigorously even if they 
were advocated by· the church of which we 
are memb~rs. E. J. w. 

A National Reform Ally. 

ONE of the notices recently posted up by 
the infamous association known as White 
Caps, read as follows: "God hates liars and 
perjurers and adulterers. The White Cappers 
are the Lord's chosen people to wreak his 
vengeance on the wicked and the unjust." 

The National Reformers have in this band 
of midnight marauders a strong ally. The 
principles of the White Caps are identical with 
those of the National Reform Association. 
Both parties think that they are specially 
chosen of God to execute his laws, and to 
preserve morality. There is no difference 
except in their methods of work, and that is a 
minor matter. The White Caps have just as 
much reason to suppose that the Lord has 

·called. them to the work of purifying this 
Natiori' as the National Reformers have to 
imagirie that they are the ones to conquer 
the world to Christ, and ·then to make him 
King over it. If the Lord calls people to a 
work he also tells them how. to do it, so that 
National Reformers have no occasion to con
demn the other party. As a matter or fact, 
neither party has any just conception what
ever of God or his Government, or they 
would not think themselves capable of acting 
as his deputies in admhdstering it.. "For it is 
written, Vengeance is JI!.ine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord." 

Freedom in Religion. 

ONE fatal mistake which has contributed 
to support the throne of Intolerance, is to 
suppose that people may be made religious 
by force; that torturing and mangling the . 
body may benefit the soul. To me it appears 
much more self-evident that if a man has 
not a religion of his own choice, he can have 
none at all. A man may 'he constrained -to 
dissemble what he really is; and • to affect to 
be what he is not; but he cannot be com
pelled to be a servant of God. Children in 
religion ought to know that God is the happy 
God, and that he does not admit of a mis
erable and slavish service; that he is a spirit, 
and .requires to be worshiped in spirit and in 
truth .. Whether worshiping in truth sig
nify worshiping in sincerity, or in the simplic
ity of the gospel, in distinction from the 
complicated forms of the law, is immaterial; 
the human spirit, and all that can be of serv
ice to it, in the adoration of the divine Spirlt, 
is equally beyond the sphere of violence. 

To employ force in propagating religion, or 
maintaining it where it has been propagated, 
is to offer it a dishonorable and . pernicious 
service, To attempt compelling a man to be-
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come religious is itself a piece of irreligion, 
and the absurdity of such an attempt is as 
flagrant as the iniquity of it. The timid may 
be compelled to a feigned assumption of what 
they neither understand nor approve ; but 
the judgment, the conscience, and the affec
tions, the abodes of religion or its opposite, 
a.re not within the reach of compulsion,; error 
and vice have retreats from which nothing 
b~t · truth and grace can banish them. The 
conduct of the religious despot is' preposter
ous and infamous ; his machinations and- ef
forts tend to the extinction of all which is 
.free, noble, and ingenuous in man, and to 
the production of those pests to society, 
suspicion, servility, deceit, and ·hypocrisy. 
Even supposing the principles and tendimcy 
of a religion to be good, the imposition of it · 
by force is adapted to produce effects the 
contrary of itself. But any religion which 
is founded in truth, and which has an intrin
sic power of improving our nature and condi
tion, must have an intrinsic hostility to brib
ery and compulsion. Christianity spread and 
triumphed, not by the physical or numerical 
strength of its ministers, but by pureness, by 
knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by 
the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the 
word of truth, by the power of God, and by 
the armor of righteousness on the right hand 
and on the left. The acts of faith and obedi
ence to which the gospel calls us, are a reason
able service, to which we are to be drawn by 
the mercies of God, and not driven by the 
terrors of men.-alarke's History of Intolerance. 

The National Sunday Convention. 

THE National Convention of the American 
Su).lday Union met in the Foundry M. E. 
Church, Washington, D. C., December 11-13. 
The auditorium was draped with long strips 
of red cotton, on which were pasted the peti
tions of · about fourteen millions of alleged 
petitioners..:_over six millions of Protestants, 
and seven million . two hundred thousand 
Catholics-and decorated with large and 
handsomely-printed copies of the coat of 
arms of each State in the Union. 

The first !Ueeting was presided over by 
Mr. Elliott F. Shepard, of the New York 
Mail and Express, and was addressed· by Dr. 
J. II. Knowles, editor of the Pearl of Days, and 
Secretary of the National Sunday Union, Mrs. 

. Josephine C. Bateham, of the W. C. T. U., 
Mr. A. H. Diven, ex-Director of the Erie 
Railroad, and Mr. Shepard, the presiding 
offiper. 

Dr. Knowles's add!!ess was a brief account 
of the origin of the National Sunday Union, · 
which was this: In 1887 Dr. W. F. Crafts 
suggested to Dr. Knowles that such a thing 
ought to be, and Dr. Knowles agreed with 
him. In May, 1888, Dr. Crafts addre~sed a 
memorial to the General Conference of the 
M: E. Church assembled i).l New York City, 
asking that body to take the initiative in the 

. organization of a National Sunday Union. 
That body heartily responded, appointed a 
committee, and laid upon Dr. ·Knowles· the 
duty of bringing the matter before other bodies. 

He did so, and tl:w General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church North, and of the Pres
byterian Church Soutl:i, the Baptist Union, 
the United Presbyteri~J,n Church, the Congre
gationalists, the Methodist Protestant Church, 
and fifteen others, all cordially ente;ed into 
the plan of organization. In addition to 
these, the W. C. T. U., the National Reform 
AssoCiation, the Knights of Labor, and the 
Catholic Church as embodied in- Cardinal 
Gibl;>ons, are to be counted. 

Mrs. Bateham p·ointed to the festoon ·of 
petitions and said she was reminded of the 
scripture which says we ·are "compassed 
abbut with so great a cloud of witnesses," 
and a~nounced that there were fourteen mill
ions of these witnesses in the petitions-hang
ing UP.on the pillars of the building. She 
declared that these fourteen m'illion witnesses 
refuse to surrender the richest boon granted 
of God and our fathers. She said that un
doubtedly this was the largest petition. ever 
presented to any Government, and that it was . 
not yet complete; for since she had coine 
into the room she had opened one letter con
taining a thousand names, and another con
tai~1ing nine hundred, and others from col
leges, seminaries, etc., eontaining smaller 
numbers. She said the Blair Sunday Bill 
had been specifically indorsed by .hundreds 
of thousands; but the majority of the four
teen millions had asked in general terms for 
a Sunday law. Through Dr. Crafts they had 
secured the indorsement of two hundred ·and 
forty thousand. She stated that all the States 
have Sunday laws, while the nation has none, 
which is much needed to throw the Govern~ 
menton the side of the Sunday. In favor of 
the Sunday law she reported:-

" 1. .The leaders of thought everywhere. 
"2. All Christians except the ve:ry f!inall sect 

of Seventh-day Baptists. 
"3. The Roman Catholics, because Cardi

nal Gibbons indorsed for all his p·eople. 
" 4. The laboring classes. 
"5. Nearly all intelligent people except 

those who are blinded by business interests." 
In opposition to it she reported:
" 1. Sunday papers. 
"2. Railroad ll).anagers-probably. 
"3~ Steamboat companies, and managers of 

Sunday resorts. • 
" 4. Saloonists and their abettors and allies. 
"5. Business men who make much money . 
" 6. Seventh-day Baptists-not large in 

numbers." 
Then she said: "In the fac~·of ~his opposi

tion, can the law be secured? Certainly it 
can. It would be absurd to think that four
teen millions of people could not get what 
they desire. Morality must be upheld. God 
-is behind and in it all." 

The object of General Diven's address was, 
as a railroad expert, to show the total absence 
of any necessity f,or Sunday trains. His plan 
is that live-stock trains shall stop over Sun
day so as to allow the stock to be let out and 
obtain relief from the crowding of the cars . 
In the case of passenger trains from ocean to 
ocean ·he would have the most attractive 
places fitted up at. the proper points where 

the trains should stop over Sunday, and hav~ 
the railroad companies give to each passen~ 
ger a free ticket to hotel accommodation~~ 
meals, and the pleasures of the attractive ret 
sort. But the general did not explain jus~ 
how a free ticket to an attractive resort wili 
promote the observance of the Sabbath. -

As for milk trains, he said that as a rule 
milk supplies were not over one hundred. 
miles from the city ; tnat Saturday's mil~ 
would supply on Sunday; and the whole of 
Sunday's milk could start after sundown anq 
reach the cities in good time for Monday 
morning's delivery, for said he: "I am only 
contending for the suspension of trains during 
the day-time of Sunday." But he did not ex
plain how a train is any more sinful in the day~ 

· time than it is in the night-time of the Sabbatht: 
Mr. Diven himself, however, was willing toi 
justify Sunday trains in the day-time "for 'the: 
accommodation of church goers," but he said i~! 
had been suggested that he "had better leave': 
out that part of his address." At this there 
was such a clapping of hands that he con
cluded that he "had better leave it out." 

The chairman next introduced Dr. Crafts. 
as pastor of the First Union Church, New Y orki 
City, which he explained by saying that it\\ 
was the first church organized after the union,f 
of the Old School and New School Presby-: 
terians. ' Mr. Craft's gave way for a few min-'i 
utes to allow Mrs. Bateham to answer a ques
tion that had been sent up. In the announce-. 
menta that had been made before the meet-

. ing, it was stated that the church in which the 
Convention was to be held would be festooned :i 

with the names of six millions of petitioners; :1 

but at the very beginning of this, the first :i 
meeting, it was stated that there were fourteen:\ 
millions of them. The question was how .the : 
number could have grown so much larger so : 
suddenly. This was explained by the fact • 
that Cardinal Gibbons had written a letter. 
indorsing the Blair Bill, and solely upon 
the strength o'f hi.s -name seven million 
two hundred thousand Catholics were counted 
as petitioners. 

This was not an entire answer to the ques
tion, because the Cardinal's letter did not au- ' 
thorize any such use of it as they had made, . 
at least so much of it as was made public 'did.: 
not. The whole of the letter was not made ' 
public, because, Dr. Crafts said, it was for the 
Senate Committee. · But so much of it as was 
read merely referred to the action of the Balti
more Council in commanding a stricter ob- , 
servance ofSunday,and said:- · . 

"I am most happy to add my name to those ' 
of the millions of others who are laudably 
contending against the violation of the Chris
tian Sabbath by unnecessary labor, and who 
are endeavoring to promote its decent and , 
proper observance by judicious legislation./' 

This was all. He said, "I am happy to add 
my name," etc. He did not say that he added, 
or that he wished to add, seven million two 
hundred thousand others with his name, or in 
his name. But the over-weening anxiety of 
these Christian, Protestant(?) Sunday-law work~ 
ers for petitions was so great that, without a 
twinge, they could and did multiply one Oath-
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olic name into seven million two hundred 
thousand and one. Yet this was not so much 
to'be wondered at, because the same principle 
had been acted upon before throughout the 
country, and when five hundred petitioners 
could be made out of one hundred, and two p.un
dted and forty thousand out oftwo hundred and 
forty, it was perfectly easy -and entirely con
sistent to make seven million two hundred 
thousand and one out of one. 

This thing was perfectly consistent also 
with the., principle in another point. The 
petition read, " We, the undersigned, ·adult 
residents of the United States, 21 years of 
age or more, hereby petition," etc. _ In count
ing these seven million two hundred thou-

. sand petitioners "in behalf of the Sund-ay law, 
they thereby certified that all these were Cath
olics " 21 years of age or more.'? But there 

. was not a man in that Convention, and there 
is not' a woman in the W; C. T. U., who does 
riot know that there are not that many Ca~ho- · 
lies in the United States" 21 years of age or 
more." They virtually certified that all the · 
Catholics in the United States are" 21 years of 
age or more," for they distinctly announced 
that " all the Roman Catholics " were peti
tioning for the Sunday law. But when they 
had virtually certified the sa~e thing of the 
·Protestant churches throughout· the country, 
why should they not go on and swing in" all 
the Roman Catholics " in the same way? 
They could do_ the one just as honestly as 
they could do the other. When men and 
women professing themselves to be Protestant 
Christians will do such things as that to carry 

. the Cathoiic Church with them, it is time tl~ey 
ceased to call themselves Protestants. And 
when they will do such things for any purpo8e, 
it is time they should cease to call themselves 
Christians. Christianity means honesty. 

There was a question handed in on this, as 
follows: ·" Is it consistent with either Protest
~nt ·prin'Ciples or American principles to rec
ognize the propriety of one man's absorbing 
into himself the personality of seven million 
two hundred thousand pe6ple, as you have 
granted to Cardinal <;J-ib bons in this case?" 
The question was not even read to the audi
ence; much less was it answered. 

Mr. Shepard,· the presiding officer, was the 
next to speak, and he was f' glad to -welcome 
the Roman Catholics in any work in which 
they could be induced to join." He said the 
fourth commandment is the first command
ment with blessing, and, very truly, that it 
would be a blessing to everyone who would 
keep it. But, said he, marty will ask, " How 
shall I find out whether I shall be blessed?" 
Answet~ "Why, by keeping it, to be sure. 
Keep the Sabbath, and you will get the bless· 
ing, and you can't get it in any other way." 

All this is true enough, but Mr. Shepard 
did not tell how this blessing can come upon 
those who will not keep it without being 
compelled to by the civil law, which they are 
seeking to have enacted. Can they compel 
men. to receive the blessing of God? 

The first speaker on Wednesdaywas Dr. Con
tad, editor of the Lutheran :obse:rver. His ~ub
jeci was, " The Reaction against the Conti-

nental Sunday." He described the Sunday 
in European countries, and . especially in 
Germany. He said~ in Europe. the Sunday 
afternoon aQd evening were devoted to the 
th(;)aters, which at those times have especially 
attractive programs, and to the beer gardens. 

Bishop Hurst, on the same subject, said 
that in Germany the finest theatricals are 
played on Sunday afternoons, and "the pastors 
are there with their flocks;" and there the 
people often meet their pastor, whom they in 
the forenoon ·had heard preach. 

Dr. Fernley, Secretary of the Philadelphia 
Sunday Association, next spoke, and heartily 
wished that our National Constitution "had 
God, and Jesus Christ, and the Bible, in it;" 
and complained that our foreign population 
demanded a Continental Sunday instead of 
the American Sabbath. 

The statements of thes~ last three speakers 
about the Continental Sunday called out the 
following question:-

"The Continental countries are Roman 
Catholic countries.: The ContiHental Sunday 
is the Roman Catholic Sunday. In the peti
tion for this National Sunday law you have 
six million Protestants, and seven million 
two hundred thousand Catholics. Now sup
pose the law should be passed, would you 
then have a Continental Sunday or an 'Amer
ican Sabbath '? In other words, can the six 
million Protestants compel the seven million 
two hundred thousand Catholics to keep Sun
day in the Protestant way? " 

· This question was IU{(~wise neither read nor 
answered. 

Mr. George May Powel~ said that in this 
matter of Sabbath reform "there is nothing 
so much needed as a better observance of the 
Sabbath by the ministry and the laity of the 
churches. When the clergy and the laity 
come up to the scriptural observance of the 
Sabbath, and not till then, will the land en
joy her Sabbaths-not till there is a reform 
of the evangelical clergy and laity." 

All of which is true. But if the clergy and 
laity will not reform without the power of 
civil law which they .themselves must enforce, 
how in the world shall this much desired re
form ever be accomplished. 

Senator Hawley, of Connecticut, was to 
have presided over the meeting Wednesday 
night, but being hindenid by business at the 
Capitol, he sent a letter in which he expressed 
his indorsement of the work, and his ·general 
concurrence in it. 

Congressman Dingley, of Maine, was pres
ent. at this meeting, and made a speech 
strongly indorsing the movement, and saying 
that "there are few more important National 
questions than that which had called· this 
assembly." 

Dr. Crafts next opened the question box, 
and answered such questions as he could. 
He said: "The greatest trouble on this ques
tion in this country is in the churches and 
among the preachers. They do not obser_ve 
the Sabbath. There are some preachers in 
the pulpit who do not observe it." 

One question was: "In view of the large 
number of Catholic petitioners, why was 
there no Catholic elected as ·a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Union? " The 

Doctor replied that a member of that church
a Mr. Hickey-had been that day chosen upon 
the Executive Committee. But Mr. Crafts 
did not tell the audience that he himself had_ 
done his best to prevent this. He did not 
tell how he in executive session had re
peatedly tried to adjourn the meeting to 
defeat the election of a Catholic upon the 
Board. He was perfectly willing to use al1 
the Catholics upon the strength of the Cardi
nal's name, but he was not willing to grant 
them representation on the Executive Com
mittee. Mr. Hickey was elect_e.d, though, in 
spite of Dr. Craft's opposition. 

In further talk Mr. Crafts exposed the spring 
of the whole movement by saying that "tak
ing religion out of the day takes the rest out." 

Meetings were held Thursday afternoon and 
evening, but there was nothing of importance 
said more than has been already reported in 
this, or in the report from the Chicago Con
vention. Dr. Herrick Johnson repeated his 
Chicago speech on the" Sunday Newspaper." 

Thursday forenoon they had a second hear
ing before the Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor, Senator Blair chairman, to present 
the petition of their six million Protest.arnts 
and their seven-million-two-hundred-thou
sand-times-multiplied Cardinal. There was· 
nothing said by them there materially in 

. addition to what was· said in Convention, 
except the statement of Dr. Sunderland, of 
Washington City-President Cleveland's pas
tor-who, i.n explaining to the Senate Com
mittee how the change of the Sabbath came 
about from the seventh day to the first day of
the week, declar~d that " Sunday is the sev
enth day of the Christian week"! 

The managers of , the movement . were 
greatly encouraged by the work of the Con
vention, as they have good reason to be, and 
expressed themselves as very hopeful of get
ting the National Sunday Bill enacted into a 
law, and signed by President Cleveland before 
the expiration of the term of his office, on 
March 4. And it is certain that if fallacious 
arguments, deceptive statements, and dis
honest practices can accomplish it, their hope 
is not groundless. · 

The American people not only do not half 
realize the danger that there is in this move
ment if the _law should be secured, but they 
do not half realize the chicanery that is being 
employed to secure it. The greatest d:;tnger 
of all is that the people will not realize it till 
it is everlastingly too late. A. T. J, 

Washington, D. C., December 16, 1888, 

Sunday-Law Arguments. 

"LIBERTY of ;:est for each demands a law of 
rest for all." This is a favorite proposition 
among Sunday-law advocates. They tell us 
it is impossible for a part of the people to keep 
Sunday properly whjle the rest are pursuing 
their regular avocations, or indulging in pleas-
ures and amusements. · 

That is to say, the Almighty has fixed 
things in such a way that it is impossible for 
one person to be a true Christian unless every
body else will be a Christian at the_.same time. 
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. .Ana, as there has never been a time when an 
phe people were Christians, and never will be 
lll. this world, therefore it is certain that there 

; never we~e, and never will be, any Christians, 
and .l,lence nobody can be saved. 
· This is the loglc of religious legislation. 

But is it true that God has so arranged matters 
:that ~ne man's virtue or piety depends upon 
.that of 'twme other man, so that he cannot 
ser,ve God acceptably unless the other man 
does the same? Those who are clamoring 
Tor Sun~ay laws say, "Yes;" the apostle 
Paul says, "Nay, in all these things we are 
rnore than conquerors through him that loved 
.us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, · 
.nor life1 ·nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

r :po.wers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
}nor height, nor. depth, nor any other creature, 
;abail be, abh3 to separate us from the love of 
\(Jod; which it;! in Christ Jesus our Lord." • 

· It is ;wonderful how great authorities will 
i;dMfer. Let National Reformers explain the 
bause. A. DELos WEscoTT. 

The Amended SundayBill. 

WE have already, in two separate issues of 
the SENTINEL, printed and commented upon 
'~he Blair Sunday Rest Bill; but cer~ain 
changes have been made in it of :late, and in 

·order that our readers . may keep informed as 
tO the spirit of Sunday legislation, we once· 
'Jilore print the bill, together with the amended 
form. First, we print the bill as it is, and 
sl)cond, the bill· with the changes desired by 
the" American Sabbath Union," followed by 

~ ~he reasons for the changes, and our com" 
merits thereon. . The "Special Committee " 
spoken of in the . title of the report consisted 
of;Col. Elliot F. Shepard, Bishop Hurst, Dr. 
!ihihd!'lrland, D'r. Ruskin, Dr. Knowles, Dr. El
, l~ott, and others, with Mrs. J. Ellen Foster as 
legal adviser. The report is as follows:-
~EPORT O.F SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CHANGES 

DESIRED IN THE SUNDAY REST BILJ,, 

THE BILL AS IT IS. 

IN the S~mate of '.the United States, 1\iay 21, 1888, 
· Mr: Blair introduced the following bill, which 

' wti.g read twice and referred to the Committee 
01i Education and Labor:- . 

50th Congress, 1st Session, S. 2983. 
A Bitl to Secure to the People the Enjoyment of 

the Eirst Day of the Week Commonly known as the 
l;&'d's Day, as a Day of Rest, and to Promote its 
Ob$l:)rvance as a Day of Religious Worship. 

.Be it~ncwted by the Senate and House of Representa
tive.~ of the United States of America in Congress assem
bled, That no person or corporation, or the agent, 

iservant, or .employe of any person or corporation, 
. shall perform .or authorize to be performed any 
secular work, labor, or business to the disturbance 
of others, works of necessity, mercy, and humanity 
excepted; nor shall any person engage in any play, 
game, or amusement, or recreation to the disturb
ance of others on the first day of the week, com
monly known as the LoFd's day, or during any part 
thereof, in any Territory, district, vessel, or place 
subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the United 
States; nor shall it be lawful for any person or cor
poration to receive pay for labor or service performed 
'9r rendered in violation of this section. 

SECTION 2, That .no mails or mail matter shall 
·.hereafter be transported in time of peace over any 
•la11d postal.route nor shall any mail matter be col
lected, assorteQ., handled, or delivered during any 
,part-of the first day of the week: Provided, That 
whenever any letter shall relate to work of neces
sity or mercy, or shall concern the health, life, or 
decease of any·person, and the fact shall be plainly 

. stated npon :the face of the envelope con~aining the 
<,~arne, tht;J Postmaster-General shall prov1de for the 
transportation of such letter or letters in packages 
separa-te .from :other rnJ;~oil matter, and shall make 

regulations for the deli very thereof, the same having 
been received at its place of destination l;>efore the 
said first day of the week, during such limited por
tion of the day as shall best suit the public conven
ience and least, interfere with the due observance 
of the day as one of worship and rest: And provided 
further, That when there shall have been an inter
ruption in the due and regular transmission of the 
mails it shall be lawful to so far examine the same 
when delivered as to ascertain if there be such mat
ter therein for lawful delivery on the first day of 
the week. 

SEc. 3. That the prosecution of commerce be
tween the States and with the Indian tribes, the 
same not being work . of necessity, mercy, nor 
humanity, by the transportation of persons or prop
erty by land or water in such way as to interfere 
with or disturb the people in the enjoyment of the 
first day of the week, or any portion thereof, as a 
day of rest from labor, the same not .being labor of 
necessity, mercy,,or humanity, or its observance as 
a day of religious worship, is hereby prohibited, and 
any person or corporation, or the agent or employe 
of any per:son or corporation, who shall willfully 
violate this section shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than ten nor more than one thousand dol
lars, and no service performed in lhe prosecution of 
such prohibited commerce shall be lawful, npr shall 
any compensation be recoverable or be paid for the 
same. 

SEc. 4. . That all mil~ary and naval drills, must(Jrs, 
and parades, not'in time of active .service or im
mediate preparation therefor, of soldiers, sailors, 
marines, or cadets of the United States, on the :first 
day of the week, except assemblies for the due and 
orderly observance of religious worship, are hereby 
prohibited, nor shall any unnecessary labor be per
formed or permitted in the military or naval service 
of the United States on the Lord's day. 

Soo. 5. That it shall be unlawful to pay or to re
ceive payment or wages in any manner for service 
rendered, or for labor performed, or for the trans
portation of persons or of property in violation of 
the provisions of this act, nor sha'l any action lie 
for the rec<wery thereof, and when sp paid, whether 
in advance or otherwise. the same may be recovered 
back by whoever shall first sue for the sarne. 

SEc. 6. That labor or service performed and ren
dered on the first day of the week in consequence of 
accident, disaster, or unavoidable delays in making 
the regular connections upon postal-routes and routes 
of travel and transportation, the ,preservation of per
ishable and exposed·property, and the regular and 
necessary transportation and delivery of articles of 
food in condition for healthy use, and such transpor
tation for short distances from one State, district, or 
Territory into another State, district, or Territory as 
by local laws shall be declared to be necessary for the 
public good, shall not be deemed violations of this 
act, but the same shall be construed, so far as possi
ble, to secure to the whole people rest 'from toil dur
ing the first day of the week, their mental and moral 
culture, and the religious observapce of the Sabbath 
day. 
THE BILL WITH CHANGES DESIRED llY THE AMERICAN 

SABBATH UNION. 
(Changes indicated by full-face letters and stars.) 

Unanimously adopted December 12, 1888. 
A Bill to Secure to the People the enjoyment of 

the Lord's D~y, commonly known as Sun
day, as a Day of Rest, and to Protect its Observ
ance as a Day of Religious Worship. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives qf the United States of Americg. in Congress assem
bled, That on Sunday, no person or corporation, or 
the agent, servant, or employe of any person or cor
poration, shall perform, or authorize to be performed, 
~ny secular work, labor, or business * * * works 
of necessity, mercy, and humanity excepted; nor 
shall any person engage in any play, game, sl10w, 
exhibition, or amusement * * * open to the 
public, or of a public character, in any Terri
tory, district, vessel, or place subject to the exclusive 
junsdictiQn of the Uriited States; nor shall it be law
ful for any person or corporation to receive pay for 
labor or service performed or rendered in violation 
of this section. 

SEc. 2. That no mails or mail matter shall here
after be transported in time of peace over any land 
postal route, nor shall any mail matter be collected, 
assorted, handled, or delivered during any part of 
sunday. 

SEc. 3. That the prosecution of commerce be
tween the States and with the Indian tribes, * * * 
by: the transportation of persons or property by land 
or-water * * * onthefn·stdayoftheweek * * "* 
is hereby prohibited, and any person or corporation, 
or the agent or employe of any person or corpora
tion, who shall * violate this section shall be pun
ished _by a fine of not less than ten nor more than 
one thousand dollars, and no servic~ performed in 
the prosecution of such prohibited commerce shall 
be lawful, nor shall any compensation be recoverable, 
or be paid for :the same. 

SE.c. 6. That labor or service .performed and ren
dered on Sunday in consequence of accident or 
disaster, or unavoidable delays in making the regular 
connections upon postal routes and routes of travel 
and transportation, the * * * transportation and 
delivery of milk before 5 A. M. and after 10 P.M. 
* * * shall not be deemed violations of this act, 
but· the same shall be construed, so far as possible, to 
secure to the whole people rest from toil during Sun
day, their mentafand moral culture, and the pro
tection of the religious observance of the * day. 

The reasons for the changes asked are, in part, as 
follows:-

~ For religious purposes we prefer the name Lord's 
day or Christian Sabbath, but as Sunday is already 
used in National laws, we think it better to .use that 
unifo:cmly in this bill, with the one excei'tion of the 
double name in the title. 

The word" promote" in the title goes beyond what 
many, even your Christian citizens, believe to be the 
proper function of .Government with reference to 
"religious worship," while the word ''protect" (see 
also last line) expre$ses a duty which Government 
owes to all legitimate institutions of the people. 

Experience· in the courts has shown that the 
words "show, exhibition," should be added to the 
list of prohibited Sunday amusements, and the words 
"in public," in place of "to the disturbance of oth
ers," as the latter ciause has been construed as re
quidng that persons living in the neighborhood of a 
Sunday game or show must testify that they have 
been disturbed, in order to a conyiction, which can
not be done in some cases without personal peril. 

In Section 2, we believe that the exceptions for 
letters relating to sickness, etc., are unnecessary in 
this age of the telegraph; and that they would be 
used by unscrupulous men in business correspond
ence, and that this would destroy most of the bene
fits of the law in its bearing on Sunday mails. , 

In Section' 3, we believe the exceptions made 
woulq greatly interfere with the administration of 
the law. The exception for work of mercy and ne
cessity is made, once for all, in the first section. The 
reference to "the disturbance of others" is objec
tionable for reasons already given, and the word 
"willfully" is an old offender in Sabbath legislation, 
and requires evidence very hard to get in regard to 
one's motive and knowledge of the law. In other 
laws it is assumed that one knows the law, and the 
law-making power should see that the laws are well 
published, and leave no t;oom for one to escape by 
agnosticism. · 

In Section 5 (as in section 1 also), we would omit 
"Lord's day," and in Section 6, "Sabbath," in order 
to preserve uniformity in using the less religious 
term, Sunday. 

In Section 6, we think refrigerator cars ;make Sun
day work in transP<>rtation of perishable food, ex-' 
cept milk, unnecessary, and the new stock cars, 
with provision for food and water, do the same for 
stock trains. So many of the State Sunday laws 
have proved almost useless in protecting the rigllts 
of the people to Sunday rest and undisturbed wor
ship, py the smallness of their penalties and the 
largeness of their exceptions, that we covet from 
Congress a law that shall make itself effective by 
small exceptions and large penalties. • 

With a little care i'n comparison, the reader 
can readily see what changes have been made 
in the bill. We have omitted sections 4 and 
5 from the revised bill, because they are the 
same as the· corresponding sections in the 
original bill, with the single exception of 
''Sunday" being substitutedfor 11 Lord's day," 
in last line of section 4. We hope that every
one will study both bills thoroughly, tog~ther 
with the committee's reasons for the changes .. 
Anyone can see that the ·changes are in the 
line of greater stringency. We, note only the 
most prominent points. 

1. The change from " Lord's day " to Sun
day, ;.tlthough a proper one, is in .reality no 
change at all, since the term "Lord's day" 
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is<'still used: at ~e. begin:n:i:ng, and it is ex
ptissly stated that "Sunday" is used only as 
~ :tnatter of custom. It is understood that it is 
~.S·a rel~giO'USday,indicuted by the term" Loru's 
da,y " tha:t tl~ey want the observance of the 
firl!lt day of the week enforced; but if the 
t~l'm ''Sunday" is quite· generally used, it 
will no doubt "take" better: 

2. I1i asking for the "protection of the relig
ious observance of the day," instead of the pro
motion of its observance as a day, of religious 
worship, the committee threw a sop to those 
who are ''on the fence" in regard to religious 
·legislation. .As ft stands, it amounts to noth
ing; for there is not a ~tate or Territpry in 
the Union where any religious service held 
on Sund£t,y would not be protected. · . 

worst of all. It is very natural for a bigoted 
man to imagine that when his views are not 
respected it is a _direct insult to the Lord, a:nd 
that he is the divinely appointed agent to pun'
ish all such offenses. The spirit of the state
ment which we }.ave just quoted is this: "We 
want things fixed so that those who do. not 

'believe as we do canobe fully within our power, 
so that we can wreak on them all the hatred 
which we feel for them." 

We speak strongly, because the case de
mands it. Vv e do not speak thus in order to 
arouse a feeling against those who are engi
neeringthis thing, but that all who read it may 
be led .to examine the matter for themselves 
more closely, that they may see the wicked
ness of the whole business, and may protest. 
Petitions against tampering with the Constitu
tion, and dabbling in religious legislation, 
have been sent far and wide, and we believe 
that it will be seeJi that there are many thou
sands of people in the United States who are 
noi willing to forge chains with which to bind 
themselves, nor to lend themselves to the work 
of pinding others. No scheme more iniqui
tous, nor more opposed to the spirit of the 
gospel of Christ, was ever set on foot in this 
country. E. J. w. 

3. The most important change of all, how
ever,is the substitution of the words" in pub
lic" h'lstead of" to the disturbance of others," 
in: section 1. ·· This will certainly make t.he 
law more effective. It is obvious ·that if a 
Ma:n: w~re to engage in work a mile from a 
<lwelHng•house, it would be. quite a task for 
th:e owner of tlie house to convince even an 
otdinaryjury that such labor disturbed him;. 
l>11t ·by the terms of the amended bql, the 
man may be convicted if he is working il~ a 
public place, provided anybody can get near 
ettough to him to see him. . Our Position Again Stated. 

· .· 4. Notice the radic;tl change made in sec- TnE.RE has just come to our notice a circu-
th:m 2. As amended, it is most sweeping, al- lar letter designed to arouse those whom it 
io\ving of no exception. The mail is not to reaches, to oppose Sunday legislation. It has 
he carried at all on Sunday, even in case 'of evhlently been used by the one who got it up, 
sibkness p.nd death, lest some "unscrupulous " to introduce the AMERICAN SENTINEL; but tho 
p~rson should mention business on that day. SENTINEL feels constrained to utter its most em
U the ma;il is not carried, Of con-~ that will phatic disapproval of the argument used. 
make him a good man!· It is no concern of After mentioning the National Reform Asso
ours how they propose to carry out this law, ciation, and its allies, the Prohibition party 
bht we can't help wondering what they will and the Woman's (Political) Christian Tem
d() whorl'; Sunday comes, and a train carrying perance Union, the. writer says::___ 
the mail is on the way, say from Chicago to " The above statements clearly show how 
New Orleans. .The train is owned by a cor- these three bodies of active workers are rap
p'oration:l and is not in a part of the country idly making their cause one, and whil~ we are 
~~~subject to t;he exclusive jurisdiction of the made glad to see the cause of temperance 

· United States," and therefore could not be advancing, it saddens us to see this Sunday 
f6rced to lie over. The only way out of the movement brought into it. If Sunday sanc
d:l.fficulty, under the ~rovision of this bill, tity were established by divine authority, it 
would be to dump all the mail out at the would be different. But·since ip is a usurper, 

and has only the authority .of man for its es
nearest station, and let it lie there till Sunday tablishment, we must raise our voice against 
was past. . . . .it, and call the attention of all to the fact that 
."This, however, would not be done. What God asks no one to do such a work as is pro

would be done would be the passing of laws posed for Sunday." 
liy the ·.several States, forbidding all labor We wish to say for the SENTINEL that it 
within-their jurisdiction, .and it is this for would make no difference if the Sunday were 
·which these zealous people are scheming. This sanctioned by divino authority in tho plainest 
l;Tnited .States law is designed as a precedent, terms. The SENTINEL is opposed. to legisla
and as a lever with which to secure the relig- . tion upon matters of religion, no matter how 
ibus observance of Sunday by all the people well established those matters may be by 

. in the United States, whether they are relig- divine authority. Such legislation is wrong, 
ions or not. · it is wicked. It is directly opposed to the 

5. We wish to call spepial attention, also, spirit. of the gospel, and to that rule which 
to the last sentence of the "reason for the says, "Whatsoever ye would that men should 
~hangea asked.J' It says: "S.o many of the do unto you, do ye even so to them." vVe 
State Sunday laws have proved almost useless know full well that Sunday observance has no 
in prot~;Jcting the rights of~ the people to Sun- sanction in the Bible, but our opposition to 
day rest, and undisturbed worship, by the Sunday laws does not rest upon that basis. 
emallness of their penalties and the largeness We believe in one God, the Creator of the 
pf their exceptions, that we @lOvet from COli- heavens ~nd the earth. we believe in the 
gress. a Jaw that. shall make itself effective by Lord Jesus Christ; the divine Word that was 
small·exceptions and large penalties." There the , made flesh and dwelt among us, "who was 

. real spirit of the dragon exhibits itself. .In. delivered for our offenses, and was raised 
>·that simple statement is compressed a world again. for bu,r justification'." We believe in 
of bigotry and animosity. History has abun- baptism" for the remission of sins," and in 
.da,~tly' ~hown that the ~itterness and hate the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, by whicq 

· wh1oh p1goted.men feel toward those who dif- believers may "show the Lord's death till he 
fer with them in religious opinion, are. the come." We hold these ·truths i:e. common 

with the great body of professed Christians, 
ao.r;l they are most clearly revealed in the 
inspired Scriptures; but we would resist with 
all our might any attempt to enforce the be
lief or practice of these truths upon unwilling 
men. The more we love these truths, the 
more strenuously would we oppose ~ny legis
lation in regard to them, because we do 11ot 
desire to see them profaned, and because we 
do not like ~o see men made hypocrites. 

There is no professed Christian who would 
for a moment sanction such a thing as the 
dragging of .an infidel into the church, and 
compelling him to join in the celebration o{ 
the communion. Some churches admit only 
those of their own belief, and none think of 
asking any who do not love the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But it is just as proper to legislate 
in behalf of one religious custom as f()r an
other. Indeed, if the principle of religious 
legislation be admitted at all, it must be ap
plied to everything; so that, if the religious · 
observance of Sunday should be enforced, the 
observance of the Lord's Supper ought like
wise to be enforced. l\fr. Cook says that "the 
privilege of rest for each is the law of rest for 
all.'~ Just as consistently might it be said, 
"The privilege of communion for each is the 
law of communion for all," and so make a 
law requiring everybody to join in the cele
bration of the Lord's Supper. 

It seems as though anybody could see that 
if civil Governments have a duty in respect 
to one religious institution, they. have the 
same duty, in regard. to all; and it seems, 
also, tpat all might see the inconsistency and 
the wickedness of such legislation. It always 
has, and always will, lead to endless perse
cution and the manufacture of hypocrites. 
The Lord does not ask men to help him in 
the administration of his laws. He says, 
"'Render therefore unto Cresar the things which 
are Cresar's, and unto God" the things that 
are God's." The Spirit of the Lord is the 
only power that can make men truly. relig
ious. The civil power can o~ly make them 
(in some instances) act as if they were re
ligious. But when men are truly religious 
they will act so; and when they are not,)t 
is no credit to them, and is not desired by 
the Lord, that they should act as. if they were. 

E. J. W. 
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OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, JANUARY, 18,89." 

. ENOUGillive,interesting matter for another 
number of the SENTINEL has been crowded 
out of this i~sue by matter that had to go in. 
The pressure upon our columns makes us 
begin to think that some change will have 
to be made sometime. We hope it may come 
soon in the shape of more frequent publica
-tion. 

WE send this number of the SENTINEL to 
severa1 thousand people who are not sub
scribers. To such we say, Read it carefully, 
and see if you have not a duty in the matter 
of helping to circulate it, and thus warn. your 
friends of dangers of which they may be en
tirely unconscious. The SENTINEL ought to 
have a regular list of a quar~r of a million 
before the close of this volume. 

. THJil theological faculty of the University of 
Giessen has conferred on Prince Bismarck the 
title of Doctor of Divinity l Just what moved 
them to do this we do not know, but we im
agine that it was b.ecause they are tinctured 
with the National Reform idea that men may 
go up to the polls to worship God. When 
politics and religion are one, we can see no 
incongruity in making. every statesman .a 
Doctor ofDivinity. 

------~~------

THE members of the "National Sabbath 
Union," with true National Reform gener
osity, made General Harrison one of the 
vice-presidents of their association, at the 
late meeting in Washington. Of course Mr. 
Harrison didn't know anything about the 
transaction, but ~that made no difference. 
Honors are easy . among those people, and 
they willingly bestow them upon both living 
and dead. Unlike Shakespeare, they think 
that there is a great deal in a n_ame. · 

WITH this issue the AMERICAN SENTINEL 
begins its fourth volume. It has been pros
pered in the .three years that it has been pub-

-lished, beyond our most sanguine e4(pecta
tions, and has the brightest prospects for the 
future~ No one who is not watching the 
movement of things can have any real con
ception of the wide field open before the SEN-· 
TINEL, and of the pecessity for it. New 
phases of the National Reform work are con
stantly developing, and the SENTINEL intends 
to keep its eye upon them all and continue to 
sound the alarm. 

ONE of _our :S:ibernian police was taking in a 
refractory pnsoner, whom he had pounded 
untiJ he was out of- breath, and then at
tempted to reason with him as follows: "It 
is not becuse I hates you I bates you, but be
cause I have the authority to do so."-Life. 

The above note is commended to the atten
ti9n of those who call themselves National 
Reformers, who profess that if they only get 
the power they will not harm a single indi
viaual who conscientiously differs with them. 
No doubt they are sincere in their assevera
tions; at least we· are willing to give them 
credit for . being sincere. But they seem to 
have as little knowledge of human nature as 
they have of the gospel. The Irishman 

"clothed with a little brief authority," was 
a different man from the Irishman with no 

· power at all. We prefer to keep the club out 
of the hands ofthe National Reformers, both 
pecause we know how power affects · even 
those with the best of intentions, and be-

. cause, from the spirit that.many of them 
have already shown toward "dissenters," we feel 
sure that they could not say, with the Irish
man, "It is not because I hates you I bates 
you." 

THE Christian Nation kindly informs us that 
the SENTINEL would not oppose National Re
form principles "if it understood them.". The 
fact is, though, that we do understand them. 
And that is why we are so much opposed to 
the whole .National Reform· scheme. Thos~ 
who do not understand its principles are the 
ones who do not oppose National Reform. 
Eyerybody who understands it is opposed to 
it; and the better they understand it the 
more decidedly are they opposed to it. 

ANOTHER evidence, or rather admission, 
that all Sunday legislation is religious legisla
tion, is found in the remarks of Dr. Goodwin, of 
Chicago, in presenting to the ministers' meet
ing the resolutions prepared by .Dr. Herrick 
Johnson in regard to Sunday newspapers 
and Surrday observance. The Doctor said 
that "to strike at the Christian Sabbath is to 
strike at the very corner-s.tone of all our Chris
tian institutions." Therefore a; law in favor 
of Sunday, the so-called Christian Sabbath, is 
a law in favor of the Christian religion; and 
since no open law breaker can hope to. be 
elected to public office, it follows that the en
actment of Sunday laws is squarely opposed 
to that part of the Constitution of the United 
States whiqh says that no religious test shall 
ever be required as a qualification. to any 
office or public trust under the United States. 

THE Christian Nation ·that was issued the 
day before Thanksgiving said that for the 
first time in the history of the day the Cath
olics wpuld join in the observance of Thanks
giving. It adds: " Official circulars were sent 
out to this effect, and of course it was not 
done without the knowledge and consent of 
the Pope. This event is worth considering. 
What does it mean? " 

but we well know, what ~hE~y cannot always 
keep concealed, that they are. for no . other 
purpose than to compel people to listen to 
preaching which has lost its power to draw 
them. They assure us that they have no idea 
of compelling anybody to keep Sunday, or to 
attend church against his will; but their as-' 
sertion is not in harmony with reason. Does 
anybody need to be told that when.they have 
passed a Sunday law in order to fill up their 
empty churches, ;they will enforce not only 
the letter but the spirit of that law, and com
pel· attendance on church service, when it is 
not done voluntarily? We trow not. · 

This matter of Sunday laws is now a live 
issue. In many State Legislatures, as well as 
in Congress, organized· and persistent efforts 
will be made this winter to secure the pas
sage of such laws; and the friends of relig
ious freedom should be on the alert. · 

SoME people seem to think that the reason 
'Why the Roman Catholic Church is dangerous 
is because of its false doctrines, and that its 
advances politically should be repelled on this 
ground. A greater mistake could not be 
made. The only danger from Catholicism is 
in its having political power at all. It was 
this that made it Catholic in the first place, · 
and corrupted its doctrines. · Let the great 
churches of this country "come together· har
moniously and issue their edict," to be obeyed 
by the legislative powers, as Mr. Sam Small 
desires, and we should have a condition of 
things as bad as when Papal Rome ruled Eu
rope. Their doctrines and professions ·might 
be as pure as that of the apostles, but that 
would not lessen the ill effects of their combin
ing to direct legislation. Their doctrines would 
soon .he c?r!.upt enough to suit the~ enemy of 
all nghte'(J!t'l'sness, and we should have an 
American Catholic Church. Let it be under
stood and remembered that a church exercis
ing Civil pow.er is what constitutes the Papacy, 
no matter what nor where the church is. 

Sample Copies. 

THIS issue of the AMERICAN SENTINEL is sent to ' 
many names as a free sample copy of the paper. If 
you like it, and believe in religious liberty, send 50 
centsfortheSENTINELone year. Or, if you will send 
us two new yearly subscribers, at 50 cents each, we 
will send you the paper one year free.. Clubs of 5 or 
more names at the rate of 30 cents per year. · 

It is indeed worth considering; but few of 
those who consider it will ~ealize what it Bound Volumes of the American 
means. It means a coming together of Prot- Sentinel. 
estant and Catholic. It means that the time HERE is something that every Bible student, every 
is fast approaching when the Catholic Church student of history, every lover of religious liberty, 
will be generally considered as the true church and every American citizen, should have; and we 
of Christ, and the honored mother of the have reduced the price so that it is within the reach of all.· Buy it, read it, study it. Place a copy in ev-
Protestant churches of Christendom. It ery free library and public reading-room in the United 
means, in short, the approach of the time States. 
when there will be no Protestant churches, We can furnish Vol. 1 (1886), Vol. 2 (1887), and 

. Vol. 3 (1888),.of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, bound in 
except perhaps m name, and when it will be· strong paper covers, with index, at sixty cents per 
thought heretical to speak against the Catho- · volume, _post-paid. The first two volumes bound in 
lie Church, and when the Reformation will one, in cloth, with index and gilt title, for $1.50 post
be called a burst of fanaticism. paid; the three years' papers all bound in one cloth 

AT the last meeting of the Monday Congre
gational Club, in San Francisco, one of the 
ministers read a paper entitled, "Why the 

. Masses Do Not Attend the·Churches." Among 
the principal reasons be cited " the unfortu
nate circumstance of our having no Sunday 
law." "People,'' said he," go to saloons, and 
engage in gambling and lottery schemes, in
stead of going to church." . · 
. The gentleman doubtless revealed more· 

than he intended to. He showed. clearly the 
one real object of all Sunday legislation, 
namely, to fill up the empty churches. Men 

. may talk as much as they please ·about Sun-
day laws being -rpere "police regulations," 
intended-for the p?ysical good of the people; 
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Cnms·r's kingdom is not of this world. 
The church is not a police board, nor Cmsnr's 
lieutenant, but a Sa'Viour of lost sinners. Its 
simple, sole, glorious mission is to bring sin
ners to Jesus by preaching the gospel to them 
with the Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven. 
-St. Louis Observer. 

THE misery of man is great enough without 
its being enhanced by tyranny over conscience. 
Liberty and contentment are two great sources 
of human happiness. The lark rises at pleas-, 
ure, and in such notes as nature teaches, war
bles its song to heaven; thus absolutely free 
as to all coercive control and every human 
tribunal, ought to be the mind of man in the 
service of God.-1Ywmas Clarke. ____ .. ___ _ 

Is the family a failure? We are led to ask 
the question in view of the fact that several 
of our contemporaries in their zeal for intro
ducing sectarian instruction in the public 
schools, declare, "You can't depend upon the 
family for . religious instruction." Well, in 
the early history of the republic there were 
no public schools; but religion. was taught, 
and taught in the homes of the country. Are 
we weaker now than we were a century ago? 
-Christian at Work. 

the State in favor of a single sect, and then 
say that they are not in favor of that. Of 
course they are not; but they boldly declare 
in favor of legislation in behalf of those prin
ciples which all sects hold in common, thus 
showing that they are in favor of Church and 
State union in the largest sense .. 

THE Chicago Advance of December 6, in an 
article on the reasons why fewer men than 
women attend church, shows the fallacy of 
the explanation that men are too tired to 
attend church on Sunday, by saying that 
"laboring men's organizations are~nite com
monly holding their meetings on Sunday. 
They do not seem to be too tired for that." 
And then it continues:-

" It is also plain that the men who do· not 
come to church include that constantly in
creasing class who are secularizing Sunday, 
and making it another work-day. Nothing 
can be more clear than the fact that the only 
way to have Sunday a rest day is to keep it a 
religious day." 

And so, "by the same token," it appears 
that every law for the observance of Sunday 
is a law in favor of religion; and therefore to 
make laws compelling people to keep Sunday 
is to make, laws to compel them to be relig
ious, and it should need no argument to con
vince anybody who has ever read the· Bible 
that such a proceeding is directly opposed to 
the Spirit of Christ and the gospel. 

IN a speech before the General Assembly 
of the Knights of Labor, Rev. W. F. Crafts 
said:-

" Last month I spoke to the Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers, at their Interna
tional Convention, and secured from them, 
after a full consideration of the matter, a 
unanimous and enthusiastic indorsement of 
a petition to Congress against Sunday work 

SAY what you will, religion and the chmch in the Government's mail and military service, 
cannot· be separated. Pure, undefiled religion and in interstate commerce." 
marks its possessor as a member of the church The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
of Christ; for no one can "keep himself un- is one of the most powerful and influential 
spotted from the world," unless he is a fol- labor organizations in the world, and its sup
lower of Ghrist, and Christ dwells in him. port of the Blair Bill will be a material aid 
But if this kind of religion marks one as a in securing its passage. The same may be 
member of the true church of Christ, any less :=:·:tiel of the Knights of Labor. After Mr. 
degree of religion marks its professor as a Crafts's speech, a hearty vote of thanks was 
member of a falee church. It is a base imi- tendered him, and the petition to Congress 
tation of the pure coin. And so religious was then indorsed by unanimous vote of the 
legislation by the State is church legislation; ~"SCm bly. 'fhe .Journal of United Labm· adds, 
and that is as much a \Inion of Church and · 1 its own account: "It is hoped that every 
State as has ever existed in .the world. Na-r church and every hbor organization will, by 
tional Reformers give to,uniqn of Chur9h and vote or by individual signature, at once in-
Sti;l.~~ the narrow definit~on pf legislation by dorse the petition." · 

THE pastors and officers of thirty-three Ger
man Evangelical Churchf's in New York and 
Brooklyn, met, a few days ago, and formed 
an organization which, it is said, ,, may lead 
to important political results." One of the 
leading ministers stated that its object is "to 
maintain and defend the civil and religious lib
erty" of this country, whenever it seems to be 
in danger. He said that it was proposed to 
break the power of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the United States. This latter they 
·will find an impossibility, and the probabili
ties are that this league will simply try to 
substitute one ecclesiastical domination for 
another, or else will think to purify Catholi
cism by a union with it; and either plan 
would only make a bad matter worse. There 
is always danger when ministers and church 
people organize to effect "important political 
results," no matter how good their intentionr::; 
may be. 

The Parent and the State. 

'I'B:ERE is no paper that comes to' us that 
we prize more highly than we do America, 
because of its general straightforward, out
spoken, manly defense of true American prin
ciples. It is therefore with the greater regret 
that we see it going so wide of the mark as 
it does in tlie following paragraph:-

''Fifty years ago instruction in some of the 
primary principles of tho Christian religion 
might have been left to private schoolS>, 
churches, and the family; but it was not. 
To-day he must be an optimistic dreamer 
who expects Christian morality to be incul
cated among our youth through any such 
adventitious means. Unless the children of 
the republic receive some religious hn.ining 
in the public schools, they will go absolutely 
without it." 

The self-contradictory statements in this 
must be obvious to all. If there is so little 
Christian morality in this country that, unless 
it is tnught in the public schools, the children 
will go "absolutely without it," where are 
they going to find people who can teach it in 
the public schools? This one thing stamps· 
the article as the hasty t1tterance of one who 
made up his mind from feeling rather than 
reason. 

It is not true that churches and the family 
are "adventitious means" for inculcating 
Christian morality. As a matter of fact, the 
Bible knows of no other means. Hear the di
vine rule for the instruction of the children 
in the moral law:-

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with, 
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all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. And these words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up." Dent. 6:5-7. 

This is family instruction in morals, the 
only means of instruction that God ever or
dained. The highest recommendation that 
God could give to Abraham was this: "I 
know him, that he will command his children 
and his household' after him, ;,tnd they shall 
keep the way of the Lord, to . .do justice and 
judgment." Gen. 18: 19. 

The parent is to the child in the place of 
God, to give it instruction in the way it should 
go. In the Bible we find instruction to par- . 
ents to bring up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord; ·to teach the 
commandments to their sons and their sons 
sons ; to- correct their children betimes, etc.; 
but we find not the slightest hint that the 
State should do this if the parent fails to do 
his duty. The same word that tells parents 
to teach the law to their children, also enjoins 
parents to have the law of God in their hearts. 
Now the same logic which would take the 
child out of the parent's hands, and turn him 
over to the State for instruction in morals, 
provided the parent is remiss in his duty, 
would also provide that the State should at
tempt to make the parent himself moral, if 
he has neglected the word of God. When 
the State begins to teach morals, it cannot 
logically stop short of assuming the whole 
business, and taking the place of the churches 
as the agent for spreading the gospel. 

We ~ead that a child left to himself will 
bring his mother to shame; but we have no 
intimation that the State is to take such a 
child, and train him so that he wlll be an 
honor to his parents. When the position is 
taken that the State must assum~ the respon
sibility of caring for children, and seeing that 
they have good morals, it is but a step to the 
old heathen custom which was advocated by 
Plato, and which was actually in use among 
the Spartans, and some other Greeks, that the 
State should control the matter of who shall 
beget children. Surely if the State has the 
burden of training children in morals, so as 
to make them the best citizens, it should have 
a chance to see that its burden is as light as 
possible. And since, £rom the very nature of 
the case, it is impossible for the State to con
trol absolutely the matter of marriages and 
births, so as to secure only the best specimens 
of childhood, it is but another step to the 
heathen custom of destroying those infants 

· which the oificers of the State did not deem 
suitable to bring up. 

We don't say that this Government will 
ever do this thing, for we don't think that it 
will last long enough to come to that; but it 
is the logical result of the parental theory of 
Government; and if the United States Gov
ernment should exist for a hundred years 

'after the adoption of National Reform.ideas, 
that is just what it would come to. 

Iri the Cincinnati Convention, in. 1872, Rev. 
A. D. Mayo said:-

"But why not divide this work, and leave 
the moral and religious part of the education 
of the citizen to the parent and priest? Be
cause you cannot hold the parent or the priest 
to any public responsibility to educate the 
child into that practical form of religion and 
morality essential to gclod citizenship in a 
republican State." 

There you have it. National Reform doc
trine is, just as America proposes, that the 
State shall take the child out of the parent's_ 
hands entirely. 1;£ you are in favor with the 
State, you may be permitted to retain your 
child; but if your morals are n0t ·"uch as the 
State approves, if your form of religion is 
different from that which the State has 
adopted, no matter how moral you may be, 
then your child must be taken from you and 
brought up in such a way that it may be an 
honor to the church and the State. This 
has the Roman Catholic Church ever assumed 
the right to do, and thus National Reformers 
stamp their movement as the legitimate child 
of the Papacy. And since the Papacy is but 
paganism under another form, what is there· 
to prevent them, if time should continue, from 
degeneratwg into the heathen custom before 
referred to? 

Our position is this, and we challenge any
body to show that it is not correct: Every 
child ought to have good moral instruction, 
and should be trained to fear the Lord. The 
parent or guardian is the only one who has 
the duty of giving to the child this instruc
tion and training. If the parent, ei,ther from 
indifference or incompetency, fails to do his 
duty in this respect, it is the child's loss, but 
there is no power on earth that has a right to 
take the child ou,t of the parent's hand on 
this account. If the child is lost, the parent 
alone is responsible to God for bringing into 
the world .a child and then neglecting its 
most important interest. And so we say that 
if the parent does not give the child moral 
instruction, and does not put the child in the 
way of receiving such instruction from the 
chureh, then the child must go absolutely 
without it, at least until it is old enough to 
act for itself. This we say without any re
serve. It would be true even if the State 
should assume the obligations of a parent; 
for, since the State can <io properly only 1hat 
which it is ordained to do, it follows that the 
children whom it might adopt would, in re
ality, be as destitute of moral instruction as 
though their unbelieving parents had been 
.allowed to retain full control of them. 

E. J. w. 

To COMPEL [a Catholic] . . • to send 
his children to a school where the Protestant 
view and the Protestant view alone is taught, 
is as unjustifiable and absurd as it would be 
to force Protestants into a similar position, if 
at some time the Catholics should get. the up
per hand, and the tables should be turned. 
And if, under such circumstances, Protestants 
would not submit, it is simply·rank injustice 
to demand that Catholics shall submit, simply 
because the"' power at ~present lULpperis to be 

in Protestant hailds. Thus we ate forced to
the conclu~ion that in our public schools we 
must. give to our instruction no more of theo
logical color than we give to our courts and 
Legislatures. The fesponsibility of all relig
ious instruction, if we are to preserve a har
monious support of our institutioils, must bo 
left to the churches; to the families, and to 
voluntary- individual effort. And there it. 
may be left with entire safety.-Oharles Ken
dall. Adams. 

The New Council of Nice. 

IN our discussion of the Blair resolution 
for the religious amendment to the National 
Constitution, we have shown that, in order 
for the National power to determine what are 
the principles of the Christian religion which 
are common to all denominations and pe
culiar to none, a general convention of ail 
the denominations, Catholics included, would 
have to be called; and that when this gen
eral convention should agree as to what prin
ciples are common to all, the Nation would 
adopt that as the National creed, and enforce 
it in all the publics in the land. This is pre
cisely the idea of the author of the proposed 
amendment. In his letter to the Secretary 
of the National Reform Association, Senator 
Blair says:-

"I believe that a text-book of instruction 
in the principles of virtue, morality, and of 
the . Christian religion, can be prepared for 
use in the public schools by t.he joint effort 
of those who represent every branch of the 
Christian churcl), both Protestant and Cath
olic." 

Therefore, when that shall have been done, 
it is certain that whatever principles are 
adopted as the principles of the Christian 
religion, they will have to be such as are sat
isfactory to the Catholic " branch of the Chris
tian Church." 

Nor is this all. This is only the beginning;
for, when this Convention shall have been 
called, it will assuredly be to the interest of 
each one of the principal denominations to 
have it adopt as many as possible of the 
principles of that particular denomination, 
and the final result of the discussion will be 
a compromise. But this will be only for the 
time being, because then the sta;ndard of the 
religion will be an elem~"lt in the polit
ical contests, and it will be an object to each 
one of the principal denominations to secure 
as much influence as possible with the Gov
ernment to get a new council called to revise 
the principles of the National creed, and this 
will be kept up interminaOly. As surely as 
any such amendment to the Constitution shall 
ever be adopted as this which is proposed .by 
Senator Blair, or as is wanted by the National 
Reform Association, so surely will there fol
low with it a repetition of the course of coun
cils, contests, and strifes that followed the 
Council of Nice, and the establi:ohment of the 
Christian religion as the imperial religion of 
Rome. Compared with that which would 
follow this establishment of a National re
ligion, the American people have neve~ yet 
known what confusion really is. 

By the above quotation from Senator BlJtir's, 
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letter it is seen that there is no intention to 
have th(:l Bfple in the public schools, nor that 
the teachers shall be allowed to teach from 
the Bible the principles of virtue, morality, 
and the principles of the Christian religion. 
It if! what. all assembly of Protestants and 
Catholics tshall agree to J>ay !),bout the Bible, 
or to select from the Bible-this shall be put 
fnto, a ''text-book," and from this the teachers 
shall i,nstrupt the schools. And this is only 
to establish ari ecclesiastical supremacy here 
frolJl which everybody must receive his re· 
ligion ready made. If it is not proper that 
the religion of the whole Bible should be 
taught in the public schools, then this only 
pr<iln!J that it is not proper that any of it 
should, as such. ,A. T. J. 

A Pertinent Question. 

WH,A.T do people keep Sunday for?' "·Oh," 
8ays one, "we keep Sunday to commemorate 
the resurrection of Christ. In other words, 
Sunday keeping is a sign which we hang out 
to show that we believe in Christ." Very 
well, do you want to compel a man to hang 
out a sign that he believes in Christ when the 
fact is he does not believe in him? This is 
exactly what Senator Blair's Sunday Bill is 
designed to do, and people who profess Chris
tianity are trying to help the thing along. 

What would you think if the civil Gov
ernment should pass a law to compel a man 
to hang out on the corner of his hol}se a sign, 
11 Boots and Shoes for Sale," when the fact 
was he had not a boot nor a shoe for sale in 
the house? Would not this be compelling 
the m;tn to be a liar and a hypocrite? ·" Oh, 
but that is a different case," y~m say, "alto
gether." Yes, it is different, and in just this 
respect, tl),.at it is as much worse to compel 
a man . to 1ie about Christ and his religion 
than to lie about boots and shoes, as the re
ligion of Christ is above the manufacture and 
"'ale of boots and shoes. 

What must be the moral condition of peo
ple who will advocate the legal enforcement 
of such hypocrisy? A. DELos WESTCOTT. 

A Free Church and a Free State. 

IN this country the church is free and the 
State is free. It is not a free church in a free 
State which we wish to be recognized, but a 
free church and a free State. They stand 
side by side, independent in government and 
teaching. Liberty of conscience and of wor
ship is the right of every man, and this the 
State guarantees. Therefore, the church gives 
the State its moral support and spiritual in
fluence, and the State opens its doors to the 
inspection of the church, and is willing to 
hear its criticism, and listen to its advice, but 
it cannot and will not, if it be true to its func
tions, submit to dictation or become the ally 
of -the church in any ecclesiastical work. In 
other words, it is not the province of the State 

· to teach religion, and it is equally out of the 
American order for the church to teach poli
tics. 

But we are told that if religion be not taught 
·In .~he. schools they will. become godless,. and 

the result will be infidelity or indifferentism. 
Has the church, then, so little faith in its di
vine origin and its supernatural superintend
ence that it is afraid it will fail in its mission 
unless it places a catechism and a creed in 
the• curriculum? It seems to me that the 
outcry against a godless school is not only a 
reflection upon the church, but a distrust in 
God, who is the sum of all knowledge, and 
who has revealed himself as clearly in meas
urable geometry as in immeasurable meta
physics, and who is as certainly near to us in 
the manifestations disclosed by the study of 
history and geography as in the sublimated 
mysteries of theologic speculation. 

But if it be conceded that religion ought 
to be taught in the State schools, what relig
ion shall it be? There are at least ten relig
ions which have exercised a beneficent influ
ence upon mankind, arrd in a ~ommunity 
like our own we shalLfind those who sympa
thize with the tenets held by each of these. 
Shall the State sit in judgment upon these 
and declare what one shall receive its sanc
tion and support? What becomes, then, of 
the rights of the nine, all of whom will be 
compelled to contribute to that which they 
detest?-Rev. T. P. Saurin, in the Troy Tirnes. 

National Reform (Mis-) Reading of 
History. 

WERE it not for the solemn ending that 
there is to be to the work of the National Re
form party, their claims, and the arguments, 
speeches, and propositions by which they at
tempt to set them forth, would be a constant 
source of amusement. And we recollect no 
single statement in all of theirs that we have 
seen that is more absurdly ridiculous than 
the following, taken from the very first 
speech of the Cleveland Convention:-

" As a grain of corn does not grow but in 
harmony with the laws which the Creator 
has ordained for corn, a Nation does not pros
per but in harmony with the laws which the 
God of Nations has ordained for Nations." 

Now the veriest tyro knows that this prop
osition, in the sense in which it is meant, is 
contradicted by the unanimous voice of all 
history; and the most cursory glance over the 
field of history will discover the strongest 
kind of contradictions. Take, for an instance, 
Fredm;ick the Great, an out-and-out infidel, if 
not· an entire atheist, who always spoke of 
Christianity in a mocking tone, and of whom 
it might almost be said that Voltaire was his 

, "patron saint;" who in affairs of statecraft 
pretended to no form of virtue, but was moved 
solely by sheer, unhallowed ambition. "To 
quote his own words, "Ambition, interest, the 
desire of making people talk about me, carried 
the day." He broke his plighted faith with 
the queen of Hungary, and deliberately plun
dered her of one of the richest provinces of 
her dominions, and for no purpose what
ever but to "extend his dominions, and see 
his name in the gazettes." To more effectu
ally accomplish his robbery, he had leagued 
himself with France and Bavaria; but when 

I he had torn away Silesia, and France and 
Bavaria were about to help themselves as he 

had done, he saw that it would add too much 
to the strength of France for his safety, and 
he withdrew from the league, and concluded 
a treaty with the queen. When she was re
lieved of his opposition, Maria Theresa easily 
conquered both France and Bavaria; but 
when Frederick saw how easily she had swept 
them from the field, he became alarmed for 
his possession of Silesia, and again broke 
faith with her, and allied himself closely 
with France, again invaded the queen's do
minions, took Prague, and threatened her 
capital, and the very next year again broke 
faith with France, and concluded another 
peace with Maria Theresa. , 

Here, then, we have four times that he had 
broken his plighted faith, and all inside of 
four years. Yet for all this his kingdom so 
prospered that in just two years after his last 
peace with Maria Theresa, through the Seven 
Years' War, he was able to hold his own dur
ing the whole seven long years against the al
lied powers of the continent. France, Austria, 
Russia, Saxony, Sweden, and the body of 
German States, were all allied "against him. 
His little kingdor.n, all told, contained less 
than five millions of people, and the stolen 
province of Silesia was the fourth part. The 
population of the countries leagued against 
him was fully a hundred million. His army 
was less than a hundred thousand. The 
army of the confederates was six hundred thmt-
8and. Yet against all this vast odds he main
tained his cause, and· at the end of the Seven 
Years' \Var concluded a peace in which he 
ceded nothing, not even a foot of the stolen 
province. "The whole continent in arms 
had proved unable to tear Silesia from that 
iron grasp." 

It ;was not alone in a military point of view 
that his kingdom prospered. It prospered 
civilly as well. At the close of the war, his 
kingdom was one scene of desolation, but 
"his energy soon brought back the national 
prosperity."· And when he died, in 1786, he 
left 70,000,000 thalers in the treasury, and an 
army of 200,000 men, of the best· soldiers of 
Europe. Civilly his rule was remarkable in 
other things. Freedom of speech and the 
press was so absolute that, outside of the 
United States, to this day it would be difficult 
to find its equal. "Order was strictly main
tained throughout his dominions. Property 
was secure." "Religious persecution was un
known under his government. The scoffer 
whom the Parliaments of France had sen
tenced to a cruel death, the Jesuit who pould 
show his face nowhere else, who in Britain 
was still subject to penal laws, who was pro
scribed by France, Spain, Portugal, and N a
pies, who had been given up even by the 
Vatican, found safety and the means of sub
sistence in the Prussian dominions. His pol
icy with respect to the Catholics of Silesia 
presented an honorable contrast to the policy 
which, under very similar circumstances, En
gland long followed with respect to the Catho
lics of Ireland." 

He was one of the very first rulers who 
abolished the cruel practice of torture. "No 
sentence of death was executed without his 
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sanction, and that sanction was rarely given 
except·. • -• of murder." And so.he pros
pered, and ni:o kingdom prospered, through 
all his absurd infidelity as a man, and his 
faithlessness as a king. 

Another instance we have in the Empress 
;Ju.tharine, of Russia, who, among the rulers of 
that country, may fairly rank as second only 
to Peter the Great. She greatly enlarged on 
the west, the south, and the east, the domin
ions which she, a foreigner, had obtained by 
dethroning her husband and excluding her 
son; she conquered her enemies by land and 
sea, wrought real improvement in the admin
istration of justice, the furtherrtnce of educa
tion, industry, and commerce. She, too, was 
a disciple of Voltaire, and was shamefully 
and systematically immoral. And, too, the 
Nation prospered. 

Another instance we find in Henry IV. 
(Navarre), of France, the greatest of the Bour
bon line, "who restored order, terminated a 
terrible civil war, brought the finances into ex
cellent condition, made his country respected 
throughout Europe, and. endeared himself to 
the great body of the people whom he ruled." 
Yet he changed his religion jour time8. First 
he was a Huguenot; but to escape bhe conse
quences of St. Bartholomew's day (1572), 
turned Catholic. As soon as that danger was 
fairly past, and he made his escape from 
Paris, he was a Huguenot again; then soon 
after, when all that stood between him and 
tho throne was his Huguenot profession, it 
was again conveniently renounced, and he 
was again converted to the Catholic faith. 
Nor in his private life was he under much 
more restraint from any regard to the princi
ples of morality. 

But not to multiply instan-ces, we will come 
at once to the great prototype of National Re
formers, the uniter of Church and State, Con
stantine. Surely the National Reformers will 
not deny that the Nation prospered under his 
rule. Yet he was a hypocrite from the day 
that he crossed the Milvian Bridge, faithless, 
if not a perjurer, and a quadruple murderer, 
-a hypocrite, as his whole future ]~<fe shows; . 
fa.ithless, in that although he gave his solemn 
promise and confirmed it by an oath, that if 
Licinius would resign his claims to the purple, 
he should be permitted to pass the remainder 
of his ·life in peace, and this promise and 
'this oath were made not alone to Licinius but 
also to his wife, the own sister of Constantine, 
in behalf of her husband, yet, notwithstand
ing all this, only a little while after Licinius 
reached Thessalonica, the place appointed for 
his abode, he was foully murdered by order 
of Constantine. And the circumstance that 
Licinius had at the time fully reached the al
lotted threescore and ten years, added to his 
murder the element of wanton cruelty. But 
Constantine did not stop with this, his first 
murder. This was in A. n. 324. In 326 his 
own son Crispus was put to death by his or
ders, and for no other crime than his abilities; 
and at the same time he murdered his nephew, 
the son of the murdered Licinius, "whose 
rank was his only crime," and the obdurate 
heart of the emperor "was unmoved by the 

prayers and tears of his favorite sister, plead
ing for the life of a son whose loss she did 
not long survive." 

But i.~is is enough mention of his fearful 
crimes, and we gladly turn· from it without 
narrating the bloody tragedy of his own wife. 
And all this while he professed to be a Chris
tian. It was before the battle of the Milvian 
Bridge (312) that he professed to have had 
his vision of the flaming cross and its inscrip
tion. In 321 he-issued l:is Sunday edict. It 
was in 324 1hat he murdered Licinius. In 
325 he convened the Council of Nicrea, pre
sided over its deliberations, took part in its 
discussions, and published and enforced its 
decisions. In 326 he murdered his nephew 
and Crispus. And in 330, May 11, his new 
capital, Constantinople, was dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. In 337, May 22, he died, and 
there ended his evil life. To quote the words 
of another, "Tested by character, indeed he 
stands among the lowest of all those to whom 
the epithet [Great] has in ancient or modern 
times been applied."-Encyclopedia Britannica, 
ninth edition, art. Constantine. Yet through 
all this defiance of all principle, of all the 
laws of God, and of civilized men, he pros
pered as a ruler, and the Nation prospered 
under his shameful rule, 

Again, upon their own claims, our own 
country is a positive contradiction of this 
proposition. They say that this Nation is, and 
has been from the beginning, governed by a 
"Constitution so very wicked, so entirely god
less, that a man who fears God and honors 
Christ cannot support nor swear allegiance to 
it." Yet in spite of all this, this Nation has 
prospered most, has grown most rapidly, has 
reached the highest place in the shortest time, 
of any Nation that the world has ever seen. 

And in the bright shining of the light of 
the last years of the nineteenth century, and 
flatly in the face of universal history, which 
is in itself a universal refutation, they set 
f~rth the proposition that Nations do not pros- ' 
per except as they "recognize and obey the 
moral l(JfWB which God has ordained." We 
verily believe that such another set of blun
ders and misreading of history and human 
experience as is held to by the National Re
form party, cannot be found outside of the his
tory of the Jesuits. And if that party does not 
yet fairly out-Je8uit the Jesuits themselves, we 
shall be willing to le~rn that we have mis
tak~n them. T,£e fact of the matter is that 
this party w uttefly mistakes the functions of 
human government, and consequently views 
everything in connection therewith in its re
verse. But when men deliberately turn their 
backs upon the nineteenth century, and seek 
to revive the forms and methods of government 
of the Dark Ages, we cannot expect from 
them any other than the forms and methods 
of argument of the Dark Ages. A. T. J. 

FREE-WILL is not the liberty to do whatever 
one likes, but t):w power of doing whatever 
one sees ought to be done, even in the very 
face of otherwise overwhelming impulses. 
There lies freedom indeed.-George MacDon-

rald. 

Our Public-School System. 

WE are told that public morality is in d-e
cadence; that infidelity of one sort and an
other is on the rampage; that crimes are 
more numerous 11han eyer before; that \he 
marriage tie is. more lightly regarded; that 
the general conscience is less sensitive to evils 
which affect the welfare of society, and that 
therefore the school tax should be divided be
tween Catholics and Protestants, that each 
may take care ofi.ts own constituency .. This we 
believe to be a mistake. . . . We are told 
that our children ought to be more carefully 
taught, that their religious education is neg
lected, and that many wasted lives are the 
consequence. No one will be likely to deny 
it. But where shall the child get his moral 
education unless in the home and in the 
church? What are homes and churches for? 
The public-school system is a purely State 
affair, a secular institution. It can never be 
anything else. Its sole business is to give the 
rudiments of education, that the boy ma.y 
have a brain as well as a pair of hands for 
the struggle of the future. If the church and 
the home supplement that training by the in
fusion of religious doctrine or moral ideas, 
why then you- have a boy well equipped for 
citizenship. It is not the duty of the State to 
make Episcopalians or Catholics or Method
ists. The State must keep out of the church, 
and the church must keep out of the State. 
That idea lies at the foundation of things in 
this country, and it can never be changed 
until ourinstitutions are destroyed.-New York 
Herald. 

The American System Compared 
with Other Systems. 

THE American relationship of Church and 
State differs from all previous relationships 
in Europe and in the colonial period of our 
history; and yet it rests upon them and 
reaps the benefit of them all. For history is 
an organic unit, and American history has its 
roots in Europe. 

1. The American system differs from the 
ante-Nicene or pre;.Constantinian separation 
of Church and State, when the church was, 
indeed, as with us, self-supporting and self
governing, and so far free within, but under 
persecution from without, being treated as · 
a forbidden religion by the then heathen . 
State. In America the Government protects 
the church in her property and rights with
out interfering with her internal affairs. . . ., 

2. The American system differs from the 
hierarchical control of the church over the 
State, or from priest government, which pre
vailed in the Middle Ages down to the Refor
mation, and reached its culmination in the 
Papacy. It confines the church to her 
proper spiritual vocation, and leaves the 
State independent in all the temporal affairs 
of the Nation. . . . 

3. The American system differs from . the 
Erastian or Cresaro-Papal control of the State 
over the church, which obtained in the old 
Byzantine Empire, and prevails in modern 
Russia, and in the Protestant States of Eu-
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rope, where the civil Government protects and 
supports the church, but at the expense of 
her dignity and independence, and deprives 
her of the power of self-government. The 
Erastian system was based on the assump
tion that all citizens are also Christians of 
one creed, but is abnormal in the mixed 
character of Government and people in the 
modern State. In America, the State has no 
right whatever to interfere with the affairs of 
the church, her doctrine, discipline, and wor
ship, and the appointment of ministers. It 
would b& a great calamity if religion were to 
become subject to our ever-changmg politics. 

4. The American system differs from the 
system of toleration, which began in Ger
:tnany with tho Westphalia Treaty, 1648; in 
England with the Act of Toleration, 1689, 
and which now prevails over nearly all 
Europe; of late years, nominally at least, 
even in Roman Catholic countries, to the very 
gates,of' the Vatican, in spite of the protest of 
the Pope. Toleration exists where the Gov
ernment supports one or more churches, and 
permits other religious connnunities, under 
the name of sects (as on the continent), or 

· dissenters and nonconformist (as in England), 
under certain conditions. In America there 
are no such distinctions, but only churches 
or· denominations on a footing of perfect 
equality before the law. To talk about any 
peculiar denotr).ination as the church,. or the 
American church, has no meaning, and be~ 
trays ignorance or conceit. Such exclusive
ness is natural and logical in Romanism, but 
unnatural, illogical, and contemptible in any 
other church. The American laws know no 
such institution as "the church," but only 
separate and independent organizations. 

Toleration is, an important step from State
churchism to free-churchism. But it is only 
a . .step. There is a very great difference be
tween tolerance and liberty. Toleration is a 
concession, which may be withdrawn; it im
plies a preference for the ruling form of faith 
and worship, and a practical disapproval of 
all other ·forms. It may be coupled with 
many restrictions and disabilities. We toler
ate what we dislike, but cannot alter; we tol
erate evmi a nuisance if we must. Acts of 
toleration are wrung from a Government by 
the force of circumstances and the power of a 
minority too influential to be disregarded. 
In this way even the most despotic Govern
ments, as those of Turkey and of Rilssia, are 
tolerant; the one toward Christians and Jews, 
the other towrLrd Mohammedans and dif:;sent
ers from the orthodox Greek Church; but 
both deny the right of self-extension and mis
slonary operations except in favor of the 
State religion, and botlJ. ·forbid and punii::ih 
apostasy from it. Prince Gortschakoff, the 
late chancellor·of the Russian Empire, before 
an internation.al Jeputation of the Evangelical 
Alliance, pleading for religions freedom in be
half Of the persecuted Lutherans of the Baltic 
provinces in 1871, boldly declared, within 
my hearing, that Russia was the most toler
alit ·country ~n the world, and pointed in 
proof to half a dozen churches of different 
denomina:tions in tpe principal street of St. 

Petersburg, but protested at the same time 
against what he ealled propagandism. The 
great Russian statesman did not, or would 
not, understand the vast difference between 
tolera.on and liberty. The English Lord 
Stanhope, in a speech in the House of Lords 
in 1827, on the Bill for the Repeal of the 
Test and Corporation Acts, said: " The time 
was, when toleration was craved by dissent
ers as a boon; it is now demanded as a right; 
but a time will come when it will be spurned 
as an insult." 

In our country we ask no toleration for re
ligion and its free exercise, but we claim it as 
an inalienable right. "It is not toleration," 
says Judge Cooley,." which is established in 
our system, but religious equality." Free
dom of religion is one of the greatest gifts of 
God to man, without distinction of race or 
color. He is the Author and Lord of con
science, and no po1Ver on earth has a right to 
stand between God and the conscience. A 
violation of this divine law written in j;he 
heart is an assault upon the majesty of God 
and the image of God in man. Granting the 
freedom of conscience, we must, by logical 
necessity, also grant the freedom of its mani
festation and exercise in public worship. To 
concede the first and to deny the second, after 
tho manner of despotic Govemments, is to im
prison the conscience. To be just, the State 
must either support all or none of the relig
ions of its citizens. Our Govermnent sup
ports none, but protects all.-Doctor Schaff. 

Make a Note of This. 

AT the session of the General Assembly of 
the Knights of Labor, held in Philadelphia, 
November 16, Rev. W. F. Crafts delivered a 
speech on 11 Sunday 'Vork fron._1 an Humani
tariml Standpoint," which the Journal of United 
Labor calls a "masterly address." lt was, of 
course, an appeal to the Knights of Labor to 
lend their influence to the securing of a Na
tional Sunday law. At its close opportunity 
was given for questions, 'vhen the following 
was asked among others:-

" Could not this weekly rest-day be secured 
without reference to religion, by having the 
workmen of an establishment scheduled in 
regular order for one day of rest per week, 
whichever was most convenient, not all rest
ing on any one clay? " 

This was a fair queHtion, and the plan sug
gested affords a perfect solution of the ques
tion,if the claizt so often made be true, that 
the sole object for a Sunday law is the secur
ing to working men of the right to rest on one 
day in seven, in accordance with the require
ments of nature. But notice l\1r. Crafts;s an-
swcr:-

" A weekly day of rest has n(ilver been se
cured in any land except on the basis of re
ligious obligation. Take the religion out, 
and you take the rest out." 

Ah, just so! Thus, according to Mr. Crafts, 
who must be the best authority, for he is the 
prime mover in the matter, what they are 
after is a law compelling people to observe 
the first day of the week religiously. This is 
in hormouy with the following utterances 

before the National Sunday Association as
sembled in Washington. Referring to the 
petitioners for a Sunday law, Mrs. Bateham 
said:-

" They are praying that the Government 
will p~ss a law that will compel the people 
to observe the first day of the week." ~ 

Of course, if there can be no rest without 
religion, then it follows that they want to 
enforce the religious observance of Sunday; 
and if that would not be enforcing religion, 
and trying to compel people to be religious, 
we should like to know what would be. To 
show still further that this is the case, we 
quote the following !?tatement, which we have 
seen in several reports, and· which seems to 
be credited to Mr. Crafts:-

" 'rhe bill which has been introduced makes 
Sunday the ideal Sabbath of the Puritans, 
which day shall be occupied only by worship. 
No amusement or recreation should be in
dulged in, no mail handled ~r railroads run 
except under pressing necessity, with a fine 
of from $10 to $1,000 as the penalty for non
observance of the law." 

There you have it. The paper from which 
these last two quotations are made is the 
Lutheran Observer of December 21. Its editor 
was present at the Convention, and took an 
active part in the proceedings. Yet, in spite 
of all these statements, Mr. Crafts, in the 
same speech to which we before referred, said 
that "Sunday laws do not in any way inter
fere with true liberty, for they do uot require 
any man to be religious '~! 

Think of it! A law is required that will 
compel all people to rest on Sunday. It is 
expressly claimed that there can be no such 
law except on the basis of religious obliga
tion, and that if the religion be taken out, 
the rest is taken out; and yet he says that 
such a law would interfere with no man's 
liberty, because it is not designed to make 
men religious. With the last we perfectly 
agree. Such a law is not designed to make 
men religious, but only hypocritical. But 
we cannot agree with the first part, for there 
are some people whose liberty would be 
greatly interfered with, by an attempt to 
make them play the hypocrite. We claim 
the liberty to worship God according to the 
dictates of our own conscience, and not ac
cording to somebody else's opinions or prac-
tices. E. J. w. 

"What the Rev. Herrick Would See." 

UPON Dr. Herrick Johnson's cry for a breath 
of the Puritan, the Chicago Tribune, November 
23, 1888, remarks, under the above heading, 
as follows:- · 

"The Rev. Herrick JohnsoN, a man who 
sees no grace nor hope of salvation outside 
of the Prohibition faction, of which he is one 
of the lights, mourns over the people's Sun
day papers, and other 'evil' doings in Chi
cago, and exclaims: 'Oh, for the breath of the 
Puritan!' Were he favored with some of it 
he would find it heavily laden with rum and 
the smell of 'the creature called tobacco;' 
for the Puritan minister scorned neither strong 
drink nor the Indian weed, but made much 
of them on all occasions-births, deaths, and 
ministerial installations. Were the ancient 
Puritun in power he would make short work 
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of the Rev. Herrick, unless he changed his 
creed. He would tolerate no Presbyterianism. 
He would find fault with the Rev: H. J. be
cause his long sermons were not half long 
enough; because some of his services savored 
of prelacy ; because he had crosses about his 
church; musical instruments; formal and 
unspiritual ceremonials. He would even call 
him a Sabbath-breaker. The old Puritan 
would cast him out in short order as a cor
rupter of the people and a disturber of the 
commonwealth. Oh, that the Lord would 
answer the Doctor's prayer and let him meet 
the Puritan face to face!" 

Amen! When, however, this religio-polit
ical element, of which the "Rev. H. J."· is a 
part, shall have gained the supremacy, we 
are afraid that the Doctor will answer his 
own cry, and endeavor, so far as in him lies, 
to give to others the benefit of his idea of 
what the breath of the Puritan should do. 
If only the Doctor himself could have the 
benefit of it, we could not have the heart to 
object; but we hope it may never be inflicted 
upon anybody else. 

Lutherans and Public Schools. 

THE following letter is self-explanatory, and 
needs no comment other than that we are 
glad to make the correction, and glad for the 
evidence which it furnishes that National Re
form errors have not perverted everybody:-

EDITOR AMERICAN SENTINEL-Dear Sir: In vour 
article," Roman ism and Republicanism" (Dece~ber 
issue), re-publisheJ from the .America, the worJs 
occur: "The Roman Church (and in many instances 
the Lutheran) opposes. the system of public educa
tion," etc. This is not treating the Lutheran Church 
fairly. She neither teaches nor practices opposition 
to the public-school system. Let me give you the 
simple facts, and you may then judge for yourself. 
The Lutheran Church establishes parochial schools 
wherever she is financially able to do so, principally 
for the religious training of her children. So far 
her practice ~tomes under the heading of civil rights 
that belong to the infidel and Christian alike. ' 
· The material difference between the Lutheran and 
Roman views on public education is, that the former 
church not only accords the State the right of giving 
secular instruction, but holds the present public
school system to be the necessary and only mode of 
public ·education consistent with a republican com
munity composed of many religious denominations. 
The Lutheran Church never enueavors to thrust· 
upon public schools her religious views, nor does 
she countenance any mingling of religion with poli
tics, as that would necessarily entail religious per-
secution. I am yours respectfully, 

. REV. A. W. MEYER, 
Pastor First Lutheran Church, Winfield, Kan. 

. Proceedings of the Early National 
Reform Conventions. 

'l'HE Christian Statesman advertises for sale 
three pamphlets which contain the complete 
reports of three important National Conven
tions held by National Reformers, namely, 
in Cincinnati, in 1872, in New York, in 1873, 
and in Pittsburg, in 1874. We feel like doing 
a little advertising for National Reform, and 
so we advise our friends to send sixty cents 
to the Christian Statesman, 1.520 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, and get these three pamphlets. 
They are worth more than that money to 
anybody who wants to see for himself, at first 
hand, just what this professed National Re
fonn is; As proof that the speeches reported 
in these pamphlets, from which we have 
again and again quoted, are authority as to 

what National Reform is, we cite the States
man. It says:-

"These published reports of addresses give 
the best summary of arguments on this sub
ject ever published." "These ·reports sum 
up all arguments in behalf of this movement. 
No one can be said to be thoroughly ac
quainted with the question, unless. they are 
familiar with these addresses. A well-known 
lecturer on National Reform once said that 
when he had an address to deliver on the 
subject, he spent all his time reading these 
reports, and then spoke out of the fullness of 
his heart." 

vVe freely advertise these for the Stntesman 
and National Reform. We are not paid for 
it, and have not been asked to do it; but we 
have so great faith in the justice of the cause 
which we represent, and in the good sense 
and patriotism of our readers, that we believe 
the thing best calculated to set them against 
this so-called National Reform is to see it 
just as it is. All that we have been trying 
to do for the past three years is to exhibit 
N:itional Reform just as it is. So buy these 
pamphlets, study them carefully, and be con
vinced that the AMERICAN SENTINEL has al
ways told you the truth. 

A Sample of Moral Obtuseness. 

THE Christian Stntesman of September 27, 
1888, had, as usual, a report' from " Secre
tary" Foster. In it he told about a sermon 
which he preached·in Cincinnati on "Sunday 
Observance," and after detailing the compli
ments which he received for it, he continued 
thus:-

" There is a general feeling of anxiety 
among the people for our sabbath. They 
feel that something should be done, but there 
is a nightmare inability to do anything. A 
good brother said to me: 'The Sunday paper 
comes to my house regularly. We began 
taking it during the war. We wanted the 
latest news from the battle-fields, and jt has 
been coming ever since. I know it is wrong. 
There should not be any Sunqay paper. It 
is an injury to society; but when others take 
it, we might as well have it.'" 

And so, of course, he is in favor of a law 
that will stop Sunday papers and all other 
work. On the statemel}ts in the paragraph 
just quoted, we have just the following points 
which we wish to emphasize:-

1. The people do well to be anxious about 
their sabbath, when they themselves have not 
interest enough in it to keep it without being 
forced to do so. "' 

2. If Sunday is "our sabbath," as they 
call it, what right have they to compel peo
ple who have no interest in it to adopt it as 
theirs? As well might the shop-keeper corn- · 
pel people to buy his goods as to compel 
them to accept his sabbath. 

3. #This m~n is not alone in calling Sunday 
"our sabbath." National Reformers, and all 
Snnday-law advocates, speak of "our sab
bath," "our American sabbath," etc. This 
they want enforced upon the people by law. 
At the same time they insist that there can 
be no real Sunday rest secured to the people, 
except on the basis of religious obligation. 
Then it is a point that admits of no debate, 

that they are seeking to enforce religion on 
the people, and that the religion which they 
wish to enforce is their religion. In other 
words, they want to put themselves in the 
place of God, and have the people's con
sciences regulated by their will. 

4. Wheir .a man has not enough moral 
stamina to do a thing which he believes in 
his heart he ought to do, without being forced 
to do it by civil law, how much -better will 
the law make him? Not a pa.rticle. He will 
be in just the condition of the thief who has 
been shut up in prison, and who is honest 
because there is nothing for him to steal. It· 
is such service as this that National Reformers 
think will bring in the millennium! 

5. If they wish to know the cause of this 
laxness in Sunday observance, on the part 
of those who profess to keep it, and who 
even clamor for laws enforcing its observance, 
we can give it. It is because they do not 
really believe that Sunday has any claims 
upon them. They know full well that it 
has no divine sanction, and they cannot keep 
themselves up to the point of doing that 
which in their inmost heart they know is not 
required of thein by divine law. Their ap
peal for a civil law shows their unbelief in 
there being any divine law upholding it. 

We believe that these points are clear to 
the comprehension of every reader, and that 
they cannot be gainsaid. E. J. w. 

PRESIDENT GARFIELD, in his letter of accept· 
ance, July 12, 1880, said: "Next in impor
tance to freedom and justice is popular edu
cation, without which neither freedom nor 
justice can be permanently maintained. . . . 
It would be unjust to our people, and danger
ous to our institutions, to apply any portion of 
the revenue of the Nation or of the States to 
the support of sectarian schools. The separa
tion of the Church and the State in everything 
relating to taxation should be absolute." 

SoME of the Chicago ministers, like the Third 
party Prohibitionists, have set out to regulate things 
by law, and will make the conversion by gospel 
means a second-rate matter.-Inter-Ocean. 

Notice to Subscribers. 

WrTH this issue the A~mRICAN SENTINEL becomes 
a weekly paper. This necessitates a change of date 
on many of the address labels of your paper, as you 
subscribed for a monthly paper, and only expected 
to receive twelve numbers in a year; but we will 
give you twenty-four numbers, and let your sub
scription expire June 26 instead of December, 1889. 
Those who have just subscribed will get twice as 
many papers as they expected to receive; but, as the 
paper is now issued weekly, it necessarily shorteus 
the time of yearly subscriptions to six months, or 
changes the date on your label from December to 
June. 

Subscriptions dated February, 1889, expire with this 
paper. Those whose subscriptions are dated March, 
1889, will receive two more papers, so please renew at 
once, and thus avoid missing any number. The 
subscription price is now, for the weekly, $1.00 per 
year; or, if you will send us five new subscriptions, 
at $1.00 each, we will send you the weekly AMERICAN 
SENTINEL one year free. . 

Subscriptions dated April, 1889, will expire with 
the paper. of February 27; those d!!.ted 1\Iay, 1889, 
with the paper of March 13; those of June, 1889, 
with the paper of March 27; those of December, 
18B9, with the paper of June 26, 1889. 
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A LIMITED NUMBER OF 
SELECT A:DVER1'IS~:MEN'l'S will be re· 
eeived for this widely·circuluted and popular 
weekly journal. nates made known on ap

plication'. No adfehisements of patent medicines, 
novelties, cigars, to~cco, liquors, novels or. any· 
thing of -a trivial, intemperate, immoral or impure 
nature accepted. We reserve the ri~rht to reject ANY 
allvertlsenient. 

Tho circulation of the AMIHUOAN SEmiNEL during 
the past font months has averaged 25.614 copies pet· 
week. The p~per goes t > every State a.nd Territory 
in the Union, Quebec, Ontario, British Columbia, etc. 
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AMERICAN SENTINEI ... 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

Devotell to the defense of A me1·ican institutions, 

the preservation of the United States Con· 

stitution as it is, so fm· as ?'egards re· 
ligion Ol' ?'eligious tests, and the 

maintenance of CIVIL and 

RELIGIOUS Rights. 

V IEWS OFNATIONAL 

REFORM. To all who will cut out this" ad" and send it to us with $2.50 in cash, we-will send the..above'Jlen, post-· 
paid, and ALSO the "WEEKLY AMERICAN SENTINEL,'' for one year. Addrtss, 

The SENTll!EL will ever be uncompromisingly op. 
posed to anything tending toward a union of Clnirch 
and State, either in name or in fact. It is well known 
that there is a large and influential association in the 
Unitecl States bearing the name of the "National Rc· 
form Association,'' which is endeavoring to secure 
such a Religious Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States as will "place all Christian Jaws, 
institutions, ami usages on an undeniable legal basis 
in the funuamental law of the hod." While there 
are many pers>ns in this country who are opposed 
to, or look with suspicion upon, this movement, there 
are few, outside of tho party, who realize what the 
influence of this amendment would be. The ohje·t 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL will be to Vindicate th.e 
Rights of .American Cit-izens, which we belie1·e, are 
threaten eel by this association. It will appeal to the 
very fundament1l principles of our Government, ancl 
point out the consequences which would be sure to 
fo]ow should they secure the desit·ed Amendment to 
the Constitution. Every positic>n taken will he care
fully guarded and fottified by sound argument. Due 
respect will always be pai.l to the opinions of others, 
but the rights of conscience will be fearlessly main· 
tained. 

This )XICkage contains thirteen tracts (184 pag·es), 
treating upon the various phases of the National Re· 
form movement, as follows: 
NQ. ' PAGBS. 

i. Rellglout Legislation,.............................. 8 
-ll. Religious L1 b"rty, .... .. ... . .. ... .. .... .... .. .. . .. .... 8 
3. National Ueform and the Rights of Con-

science,; .................................................. 16 
~.The American Papacy, ....... , .................... 16 
6. Bold and Baoe Avowal .............................. 16 

· 6. National Reform is Church anti State, ........ 16 

l• Purity of National Religion,..................... 8 
• Tbes.tlrm Witchcraft,; ........................... 8 
• What Think Yo of Chriot? ....................... 8 

· 10. National Reformed Constitution and- the 
" A.lllerlea!J Hierarchy, .............................. 24 

11. The Republlc of Jorael, ............................. 8 
lll• Na.tiol)al Reformed Presbyterianism, ......... 32 
13. -The National Reform Movement an Ab· 

I!Urdlt~· ......................................... , ......... 16 
The above package will be sent post-paid to any 

address for twentv cents. 
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal. 
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S ABBATH QUESTION 
Ill THII 

LEADING SUBJECT 6F THE DAY. 

·rhe great demand of the hour, from the pulpit and 
tbl- press, in social circles and in Legislative Halls, is 
that tile SabbtLth j:lo more •trictly observed. To as· 
sist.the lntelligent·mlnded of our land to have oorrect 
views of this important question, a book has been 
prepared which thoroughly discusses the Sabbatic 
m~tittttion In every conceivable phase. such Is the 
valuable work entitled 

"UISTOR:Y OF THE SABBATH AND THE.FIRST 
DAY OF_ THE WEEK/' 

BY EL!>Elt J. N. Am>REWS. 

This-gyeat and exhaustive work is the result of ten 
years' hard labor and historical research. The book 
eontains M812mo. pages, and is printed Jn clear type, 
on ll'OOd pajler, and Is well bound. Price, post·paid, 
$2.00. 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHI8G CO., 
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V INDICATION OF 
TI:IE TRUE S.£BB.4.1'H. 

:BY J. W, MoRTON, 
Former .Mislliona'I'!J of the R~formed PrtJJbytel·ian 

Church to Hayti. 

This pamphlet is an able treatise on the divine ap· 
pointment of tho Sabbath ·or the Bible. The personal 
narrative of Its author .contains a noble instance of 
self-Meriflce and devotion to the truth lor the truth's 
liak;e. 

Tho reader of this little work will find hreath~d 
throughout its pagts a mild and Christian spirit, 
worthy the imitation of controverslaliste of every 
name; whlle<&t thelametlme,lt9 candid, convincing 
and logical arguments challenge refutation. Paper 
cove~, 68 pages, tent poet.p-Jd for 10 eents. 
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No, 7, Russia Leather, for4 reus, 25o •. 

Sent by mail ou rereiptof prirc. We 
guarantee these. pockets SUPERIOR 
IN.EVERY PAit'l'ICULAlt to similar 
style• foi·merly sold and $till offered all 
much hi;iher.prlces .. Address, 

PACIFIC l'~f.'lS POIU,L~I!ING Co., 
Oakland, Cal, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., Oakland, Cal· 

H EALDSBURG COLL'GEipBOPHETIC LIGHTS. 
HEALDSBURG, CAL. --

BY ELDER F. J. WAGGONER. 

A MODEL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION. 

Four courses of instruction, classical, scientific, 
biblical, and normal; also ·preparatory instruction 
given in a primary and grammar course. 

Instruction tlwt·ough and practical, 110t or,Jy in the 
collegiate course but especially' so in the preparatory 
~nurses. 

Disripline rigid, yet parental, combined with strong· 
moral nnd religious in~ucnce. 

Expenses moderate. The whole cost to the stu
dent lot• tuition, board, lodging, lights, washing-all 
expenses except for books and clotltes, from $18 to $20 
per month of four weeks. 

Sprin!l' term began Aionday, December 31, 1888. 
For descriptiYe catalogue and further infonnation, 

address the princirai, ' 
W. C. GRAINGER, Healdsburg, Cal. 

B ATTLE CREEK CO. LL''GE 
BATTLE CREEK, MICH. 

SPECIAL ADVANTAGES. 
Six Departments of Instruction, namely: Collegi • 

ate, Theological, Engl~r:;,., Preparatory, Manual Train
ing,and Primaryanrl :lltermediate. Alarg·e faculty 
of competent teacbus. Thorough Instmction. A 
reading-roc•m, and a well selected library. Good 
school appliances, apparatus, and chemical labora
tory. Healthful and desirable location. Highstand· 
ard of scholarship and morals, and good religions 
influences. 

SPECIAL FEATURES. 
Thorough and judicious discipline. Industrial 

training. Biblical instruction. A Missionary De
partment. Physical and moral training. 

EXPENSES. 
In price of board, room-rent, and tnition, this Col

lege presents as great inducements as any institu· 
tion of learning in the land. 

For-catalogues or furtl1er informaMon, address, 
BATTLE CREEK COLLEGE, 

;Battle Creek, 1.Iich. 

S O.UTH LANCASTER 
ACADEMY.. 

'SOUTH LANCASTER, MASS. 

AN EDUCATIONAL 1:-.'STITUTION OF 
INCREASING POPULARITY. 

This school is located at South Lancaster, Worces
ter County, Mass., thirty-five miles from Boston, and 

·was founded in 1882. 
It is prosperous because operated on correct edn· 

c1tional princ·iples. Thorough instru<tion is given in 
all the common branches. and those of the usual hig·b 
s ·hool and arademic courses; There are also well 
snsta:ned Biblical and Normal Departments. 

ITS SPECIAL FEATURES ARE 
1. A judicious discipline for the developmei1t of 

moral character. It is a safe place for tho young. 
2. Methods of teaching that aim at mental disci· 

Jlline cf a i1igh h·pe. 
3 •. Instruction' and practice in various kinds of 

mahuallabor and the use of tools. 
4. Ast misbingly low exponses. Sixteen dol:ars 

po· school month pays all expense of tuition, board, 
lo~ging, washing, lights, fuel, etc. 

}'OI' catal-ogue or !urther information address, 
PROF. GEO. W. CAVINESS, P;'incipal. 

South Lancaster, Mass. 

Some of tlte P1·ominent P1•opltecies of tlie--()ld 
and 1.Vew Testaments, Interpreted by 

tlte Bible and History. 

FAC SIMILE OF FRONT COVER, 

"PROPHETIC LIGHTS" shows the exact fulfill· 
ment of the predictions of the Bible concerning 
Eg"pt, Tyre, Babylon, Medo~Persia, Greece, and 
Rome; also of the prophecies-concerning the first ad
vent of Christ, wl1ich prove the inspiration of the 
Bible, and give assurance that other prophecies which 
are noted will as surely and exactly be fulfilled. ltJ 
unique and original illustrations are prophetic studies 
an 1 specimens of art. lt is beautifully bound in 
doth, front cover embossed in brown and gold, has 
gilt edges, and its dress is well worthy the interescing 
matter which the author treats in the most entertain
ing man net• possible. The hook contains nearly 200 
Jar ~e octavo pages, and costs only $1.251 toost-paid. 
Sen<LL;u· one. 

PACIFIC-PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Oakland, Cal. 

Or, 43 Bond St., New York City. 

D TPHTHEBIA; 

ITS 

CAUSES, PREVENTION, AND PROPER 
'fREATMENT. 

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D. 

The increasing prevalence of this de~·e.stating dis· 
ease, and its alarming Ja-taUty in so many cases, 
renders the subject of its nature and treament one 
of the greatest importance. 

This work gives a concise account of the Nature, 
Cause, and Modes of Prevention, and also 

.TOE liOST SUCCESSFUL METHODS OP TREA'l'MENT 

Of this prevalent and fatal malady. It sboulcl be in 
every household, as its instructions, if faithfully car. 
ried out, will save many a precious life. Price, in 
board covers, 25 cents. 

Acldrese, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Oakland, Cal. 

GOLDEN GRAINS: 
A SERIES OF 

TEN BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 

Each-little book or p<~mpblet contains thirty-two 
pages of carefully selected stories. T .. e following 
are tho titles: Robin's Juclgment Book; Annie's 
Savings' Box; Always the Bible; The Sisters' Lesson; 
The Hard Way; Tbo Schoolboy's Dinner; Seven 
Times; The Wicket Gate; The Sensitive Plant; The 
Two Gardens. The whole set of ten books, over 300 
pages, will be sent post· paid for 50 cents. 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Oakland, Cal. 

CANVASSERS WANTED. 
Address, PACIFIC PRESS Pun. Co., Oakland, 
Cal,; or 43 Bond Street, New York City. 

Shig1e copy, one year, for $ 1.00 
AMERICAN SENTINEL one yeat· and "Prophetic' 

Lights," pl.per cover, 1 .. 50 

Sample copies of the paper Inm.K 

If no..Agen t in your vicinity, write to the 

AMERICAN SENTINJ<~L, 
1059 -castro St., OAKLAND, CAL. 

T HE RURAL HEALTH 
BE TREAT, 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS, ST. HELENA, 
Napa. County, Gal 

HAS BEEN l'TrTED UP AS A 

RESORT AND SANITARIUM, 
And offers unrivaled advantages to 

TOURISTS AND ALL CLASSES OF 
INVALIDS, 

BOTH IN SUMMER AND WINTER. 

Tho Retreat is situated c,n the southwestern ~lope 
'(If Howelll\Iountain, a locality of envh;blo reputation 
for health-recuperating qualities, 400 feet above and 
overlookin!!; the 

NOTED AND BEAUTIFUL NAPA VALLEY. 

Its natural advantages are equal to those of any 
other health resort. It is notecl for its pure water, 
dry atmosphere, clear and balmy Runsl1lne, even tem
perature, mild breezes, and the absence ofhig·h winds •. 

CRYSTAr, SPRINGS is two and one-half miles 
from St. Helena, which is on a branch of the Central 
Pacific Railroad. 

Persons sending notice will be met at the St. He!· 
en a dev.ot by a carriage from the RET!\ MAT. 

Telep"hone connection between St. Helena and the 
RETREAT. 

:EXPENSES MODERATE ! 
Before you conclude to go to some other place, 

whel•e t~ra.re mineral waters" are offered, P.ome and 
see for yourself this beautiful .Resort, with water pure 
as crystal. Persons desirous of knowing w hetber 
their case is one of probable cure can ascertain by 
audrcssing- RURAL HEALTH RETREA'f, 

For descriptive pamphlet and further particulars 
adtlress 

RURAL HEALTH RETREAT, 
St. Helena, Napo. Co., Cal. 
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NoTE.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

DR. WILBUR F. CRAFTS has resigned his pastorate 
of the First Union Church, New York City, to be
come the field Secretary of the American Sunday 
Union. His work is to be a sort of general organizer 
and worker up of sympathy and support for Na
tional religious legislation. 

SENA.TOR BLA.IR is now a full-fledged National Re
former. December 6 he wrote a letter to the Secre
tary of the National Reform Association, in which 
he said:-

" I earnestly trust that your movement may be
come strong, general, in fact all-pervading, for the 
time has fullv come when action is imperative, and 
further delay ·is most dangerous." 

How delay can be any more dangerous than would 
be the success of the National Reform movement, 
we should like the Senator or somebody else to ex
plain. 

IF everyone to whom this copy of the SENTINEL 
comes would secure one subscriber, a great work 
could be done with but little individual effort, and 
who could not do that? If your. neighbors don't 
know anything about the National Reform move
ment, which the SENTINEL is opposing, take a few 
minutes to tell them a few facts as to its principles, 
and the progress it has made. Get them interested to 
know more, and you can easily induce them to sub
scribe for the only paper that discusses every phase 
of the question. Try it. 

IN many of the States the Legislatures will have 
before \hem this winter the matter of making a Sun
day law. Will not our friends help us, and at the 
same time serve the cause of truth, by telling us all 
that is being done? W.e want to make the A~rERI· 
CAN SENTINEL the guardian of the rights of the peo
ple in every quarter; and we shall utter no uncer
tain sound on all questions that properly come 
before us. You who know something about the ten
dency, keep your eyes open and inform us of the do
ings in your neighborhood, that we may stir up the 
people. 

ON Sunday, January 13, a large number of the pas
tors of the city of Oakland preached upon the Sun
day question, and especially Sunday laws. This was 
in accordance with a previous mutual agreement, in 
which the Catholic Church joined. The object is to 
work up a sentiment that will influence legislature 
this winter. Petitions are being circulated through
out the State of California, asking the Legislature to 
pass a Sunday law at the present session. The 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union has the 
thing in charge, and expects to roll up so large and 
influential a list of names that the Legislature will 
not dare ignore the matter. vVe shall soon see what 
we shall see. 

.... '4 

THE immense number of signers to the petitions 
for a Sunday law, and the great stir that is being 
made in all quarters, show that the matter with 
which the AMERICAN SBN'l'INEL deals is the leading 
issue of the day. The tariff will soon be entirely lost 
sight of in the agitation of the question of National 
Sunday rest. This being the case, it needs no argu
ment to prove that with the liberal terms which arc 
offered to canvassers for the SENTINEL, those who 
give their time to it can do well financially, while 
they are doing good to the people. Orders are already 
coming in. Shall we not have an army of men and 
women who will engage heartily in this work for the 
next two months? 

WE address you on a matter of vital_importance to our State and Nation. Among the blessed boons 
left us as the heritage of our forefathers is that of religious liberty, or the right to worship (or not worship) 
God according to the dictates of our own conscience. It is the principle of religious liberty which has made 
our country what it is above all others, "the home of the oppressed," "the land of the free." To relinquish 
that for which our fathers bled and died is to return to the Dark Ages with its religious persecution. Many 

· believe that this Government will ever continue as it is. But even now grave dangers are threatening this 
foundat-ion-stone of our republic. 

There are now pending in the Congress of tl19se United States two Bills, known as the "Blair Edu
cational Amendment BHI," and the "Blair Sunday Rest Bill." The effect of these Bills, if they become Taws, 
will be a virtual union of Church and State, and the persecution of those who may not· be able to conscien
tiously submit to these proposed unjust laws. 

No less thru1 fifteen millions of names have been presented to Congress as petitioners in favor of the latter 
Bill by the American Sabbath Union. The names consist of about seven or eight millions gathered by the 
friends of the Bill, and the counting of seven million two hundred thousand Roman Catholics, because Car
dinal Gibbons signed the petition as an individual. 

The National Reform Association, numbering among its officers U.S. Senators, Judges of the Supreme 
Court of the U.S., Presidents of Colleges, and D. D.'s, Bishops and Archbishops by the score, has for its ob
ject the placing of "all Christian laws, institutions and usages, on an undeniable legal basis in the funda
mental law of the land." Of course this means official State interpretation arid enforcement of Christian 
duties under penalties; and that is religious 'persecution. The aim of the National Reformers is the aim.·of 
the Blair Bills, and also the aim of the American Sabbath Union. 

The principal leaders in theW. C. T. U. and the Prohibition party are in favor of these Bills. 
The General Assembly of the Knights of Labor have indorsed these bills by unanimous vote. 
The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers in convention assembled have also indorsed them. 

Other organizations are swinging into line. 

It may be asked why so many give their assent to these measures. For these reasons, namely: One class 
wish to dominate the religion of all, and so lift themselves into power upon the oppression of others, while 
hiding their real intent by smoothly-worded propositions. The second, and by far the·most numerous, class 
give their assent because they think that these men at the head of this mo\'ement are good and wise men, 
and therefore cannot be led by wrong principles. They do not. nnderstanrl the nature of the movement or 
they would oppose it. Many who have once favored--it, but who have sillce studiej it, men of eminence, 
are now strenu0i.1s opposers. The third class is those politicians who are willing to become Christians or any
thing else to get votes. And with these classes, the ambitious religious politicians, those ignorant of the 
nature of such legislation, and the political time-server, unless prompt measures are taken to enlighten and 
so avert this legislation, religious thralldom will be the fate of now freeAmerican.citizens. 

Do you wish to bP.f'Ome info! mP.d? Do you wish to inform your neighbors? Do you wish to preserYe 
intact onr religious liberties and free schools? 

We present before yon the only journal which is fully and intelligently enlisted on this side of the ron
flict, namely, the A:uERICAN EENT~NEr,. published we~kly in Oakland, Cal., now entering upon its fourth year 
and numbering many thousands of staunch friends in all parts of the Uni9n. 

The SENTTNEL is not owned or controlled by any political"party whatever. 
It iA not run in the interests of any religious denomination. 
It arlvocates and will defend the religious rights of all, whether Catholic or Protestant, Unitarian or 

Trinitarian, Baptist or Pedobaptist, Jew or Christian, religious or non-religious. 
It is set for the defense of our glorious Constitution, which declares, "Congress .shall make no law re~ 

specting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.'' 
It iR uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of Church and State, either in 

name or in fact. 
American citizens, liberty-loving Christians, the conflict is before us. Will you not aid us? 
The principles which the AMERICAN SENTINEL advocates are indorsed by leading men in all parts of the 

country. 

F'rmn Thomas Renison, State Senator, G&nzales, Monterey County, Cal. 
PUBLISHERS AMERICAN SENTINEL, . 

GENTLElllEN: Your favor of the llth inst., and the April and May numbers of the SENTINEL', duly recei"ed, and for 
which I am truly thankful. I heartily indorse the principles advocated by the SENTINEL, and wish it Godspeed in its good work, 
We cannot b.e too zealous and vigilant in a matter so important as the preservation of our civil and religious liberty. ·And when 
any set of men, religious or otherwise, attempt, by tampering with our National Constitution, to de_stroy that 1iberty which we 
have so long enjoyed, it is time that we, as American citizens, should assert, in no uncertain terms, our disapproval of so unholy 
a work. I am yours respectfully. ·· 

Frmn Win. P. Folly, State Senator, Lynclibul'g, Tennessee. 
PUBLISH};RS AMERICAN SgNTINEL, OAKLAND, CAL.: . 

Permit me to assure you that I am well pleased with the SENTINEL. When I returned home from Nashville I found 
the SENTINEL for last vear bound in paper had been sent to my address without charge. If the account was misplaced let me 
know what it is and i will cheerfully pay it. It is with shame I have to acknowledge the failure of tho bill for the extension 
of religious Uberty in this State, so as to allow those who religiously ~nd consci011tioi:tsly observe the se-:e1,1th d,ay as the Sabbath 
to pursue their secularoccupat10ns on the first day. I am heartily w1th the SENTINEJ, for the utmost rellgwus liberty. 

F'I'Om F. J. Dickman, Judge S1tpreme Cow·t, Columbus, Ohio. 
PU13LISIIERS AlllERICAN SENTINEJ,, 

MY DEAR Sms· I return yon my many thanks for your kind and courteous letter of the 11th inst., and for several num
bers of the SFNTINEI. which came to hand at the·same time with! your letter. Several articles in the SENTINEL, which I !Jayc 
read have been to me full of interest and instruction, and fam, I trust, excusable for my curiosity in desiring to know who is 
the ,l Ohio boy" who has been so kind and considerate as to have my name placed upon your list. The speech ofSenator Crockett 
I will carefully read, as the subject is very suggestive. I am respectfully yours. 

From A. W. Scha!ck, Attorney, Pottwi!le, Penn81Jlvania. 
PUBUSHE;RS AMERICAN SENTINEL, 

GENTLE~fEN• Inclosed please find one year's subscription to your paper, which advocates a doctrine to which I 
cordiallv subscribe to wit that Church and State must be kept separate and apart, if our republic and her institution~ ·are to be 
preserved. ' ' · · · 

The SENTINEL is now published WEEKLY at the exceedingly low price of One Dollar per year. In 
clubs of ten or more copies to one address, 75 cents each. Agents wanted. 

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
Oakland, Cal. 
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DR. WILBUR F. CRAFTS has resigned his 
pastorate of the First Union Church, New 
Yqrk City, to become the field Secretary of 
the American Sunday Union. His work is 
to be a sort of general organizer and worker 
up of sympathy and support for National 
religious legislation. 

WE devote considerable space this week to 
the movement for a Sunday law in California. 
Although this is of more special 'interest to 
·californians, we believe it will be read with 
interest by people everywhere; \Ve are sure 
that it may be read with profit in any State, 
for the same arguments that apply here may · 
be used wherever it is proposed to enact such 
a law. 

THis winter will be a rallying time for those 
who are zealous for Sunday laws, all over the 
land. In many States, efforts will be made tp 
this end. We desire to make the Sentinel of 
special use in every part of the country, and 
so our friends will confer a favor on us by 
supplying us with all the information possi• 
ble concerning any movement which may be 
started in their respective States toward the 
enactment of Sunday I'aws. Give us the par
ticulars in such shape that we can substantiate 
any statements that we may make, and we 
will make the Sentinel of use to you in your 
local struggle for the rights of all the people 
as against the wishes of a class. 

JANUARY 1 the Presbyterian ministers of 
Minneapolis, Minn., held a meeting and de
cided to inaugurate a Sunday crusade in that 
State, and also to join in urging Congressional 
action. It was decided to "wage war against · 
Sunday breakers, and to strike for an era of 
better laws, and for the better· enforcement 
of existing statutes." Sunday papers were de
nounced, and Congress was called upon to ab
stain from patronizing them. It was the sen
timent of the clergymen that some more ef-

c fective legislation was positively necessary, 

. ,\,. 

and a move will be made in that. direction. 
The ministers of other denominations in Min-· 
neapolis have signified their intention of join
ing their Presbyterian brethren in this crusade 
against the Sunday papers. 

IN an article entitled, " Catholicism and the 
Public Schools," in the No,vember (1!388) 
North American Review, Gail Hamilton writes 
thus:-

. "No system of public schools can survive 
the narrow intellectual tyranny of forcing 
both sides of a controverted history to accept, 

· as unquestioned truth, the belief of either 
side. Let every vestige of sectarianism be 
not only willingly, but eagerly and thor
oughly, removed from the public school; and 
thett let us, if need be, stand for the unsec
tarian public school with hand to the sword." 

It is evident that National Reformers will 
not find it all clea! sailing in their endeavors 
to make our public schools the instruments 

.of an American hierarchy. 

The Latest Sunday-law Petition. 

THERE is now being circulated quite exten
sively a petition to the California L.egislature, 
asking that body to enact a Sunday law. 
From some things, which it is not necessary 
to name here, we feel as though it is not 
being circulated as extensively as it might 
be, and we believe that there is an effort on 
the part of those who are behind it, to keep 
its contents a secret from all except those 
whom they are quite sure will favor it. Be 
that as it may, we propose to give the matter 
a little more publicity than. it has yet had, 
and to that end shall give the substance of 
what is on the petition, with some comments. 

The fact that the petition is the work of 
the California Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, is no secret. It is so stated in bold 
letters on the face of it. Underneath this 
statement are the words, " Rernember the 
Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work." Ex. 20: 
8, 9. And by the side of this is the following 
text ofScripture: ''Hallow my Sabbaths; and 
they shall be a sign between me and you, 
that ye may know that I am the Lord your 
God." Eze. 20: 20. What logical connection 
these texts can have with a petition for a 
Sunday law, is more than we can imagine. 
They both refer to the seventh day of the 
week, ·and ,not to the first, and this fact is 
welllmow11 by every member of the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Unio.th · Even if they 

could by any possibility apply to Sunday, 
they would be out of place on a petition for 
a "civil Sabbath," as it is called, if that is 
what they ~re after; and this also they very ' 
well know. We are therefore forced to the 
conclusion that what they want is a law that 
will enable them to have Sunday treated as 
though it were the Sabbath which God gave 
to his people, and commands men to observe. 
In short, they want the State to enforce an 
act of religion on purely religious grounds . 

Next follows the petition itself, which reads 
as follows :-

" To the Honorable, the Senate and Assembly of 
the State of California : 

"Greeting: We, the undersigned, residents 
of--, in the county of--, State of Cali
fornia, in'view of the dissipation and demor
alizing influences arising from the desecration 
of Sunday in the State, earnestly and respect
fully petition your honorable body for the 
enactment of a Sunday law that shall give 
laboring men a day of rest; prohibit the car
rying on of all unnecessary business; pro
hibit. barbarous, unseemly, and noisy amilse
ments, such as theaters, processions, concerts, 
games; and also the opening upon Sunday 
of all places where intoxicating beverages are 
sold; also providing, by proper legislation, 
for the enforcement thereo~" 

Following this is the blank space for signa
tures. There are a few points in this to which 
we wish to call the attention of the people of · 
California, and especially of the honorable 
members of the Legislature. The first is .the 
statement concerning the " dei>ecration of Snn
~ay." The word "desecration" is the exact 
opposite of "consecration." Nothing can be 
desecrated unless it has first been conse<rrated. 
But yon will search in vain for any record of 
the consecration of Sunday. Infact, but few 
people presume to argue for any express di
vine sanction for Sunday observ:ince. There
fore " desecration" is not a proper word to 
apply to Sunday labor or amusement, -· .··· 

But pass by the question of Sunday sacred
ness. One thing is clearly shown by its use 
in this petition, and that is, that the peti
tioners propose to get such a law as will en
able them to prohibit anything that would 
be a desecration of the day if it were sacred. 
They propose to have a law that will enable 
them to m~ke people act as though they re
garded Sunday as a holy day, whether they 
really think so or not. They want the State 
to make people who are not religious act as 
though they were, and to force. their forms of 
religion on those who do not believe them. 

The required law must ".prohibit the car· 
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rying on of all unnecessary business." Who 
is to decide what business is necessary, and 
what is not? The man who carries on the 
business is the best judge of ~hethe'fi or not 
it is necessary, but it is obvious that the law 
<would be a dead letter if he were allowed that 
privilege. "Unnecessary business" is v~ry 
indefinite. Suppose a man is a mechanic. 
He has a job on hand which he cannot finish 
according to contract unless he works on 
Sunday. He may think that such work is 
necessary; but our observation of the admin
istration of Sunday .laws convinces us that 
it would not be so regarded by those in power. 

We wish especial notice to be taken of the 
fact that such a law as is petitioned for would 
naturally lead to religious persecution. We 
shall prove this on two counts. 

First, take the man who conscientiously 
observes the seventh day of the week. If he 
is a laboring man, he is obliged to work six 
days in order to support his family. His 
conscience will not allow him to work on the 
seventh day, and therefore, since he must 
work on Sunday in order to make a week's 
work, it follows that his conscience obliges 
him to work on Sunday. His conscientious 
convictions of duty, first to God, and then· to 
his family, will not allow him to do otherwise. 
Now if that man shall be punished for his 
Sunday labor, his punishment will be noth
ing but persecution for conscience sake. His 
punishment is solely on the ground that his ' 
religion differs from that of his neighbor. 
Thi10 charge cannot by any possibility be re
futed. We say that work under such circum
stances is necessary, no matter what the natuJ~e 
of the work is. Of course we except the dis
turbance of any congregation; that is not al
lowable on any day in the week. 

Second, take the man who has not rested 
on the seventh day. He may make a pro

. fession of religion, or he may not. It matters 
not whether he violates his conscience by 
working seven days in the week or not. If 
he sins against God by working oil Sunday, 
then he is answerable to God. Now if he be 
prosecuted for not keeping Sunday,-that is, 
for not conforming in that respect to the form 
of religion held by the majority,-his prose
cution will be religious persecution just as 
much as in the case of a man who in a 
heathen country should be punished for ig
noring the gods of that country. Put them 
in the best light you can, it is tt fact that 
Sunday laws do logically lead to religious 
persecution. 

A few years ago there was a rigid Sunday 
law in Arkansas. When it was enacted, it 
was ostensibly for the sole purpose of closing 
up the liquor saloons. Did it stop with that? 
No; it did not even begin with that. ·Not a 
saloon w~s closed; but quite a number of 
peaceable farmers were persecuted almost to 
the death. You may say that that persecu
tion was only the work of bigoted persom;. 
Granted; but are you sure that there are no 
bigoted persons in California? And~ are you 
ready to pass a law that will give bigots the 
power to persecute inoffensive citizens? 

Another indictment: The petition calls for 

the prohibiting of all barbarous amusements 
on Sunday. Under this head would be classed 
prize fighting, cock fighting, and bull fighting. 
But in this petition the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union shows itself to be far be
hind the times, and behind public sentiment, 
for there is a law prohibiting such things every 
day in the week. We have very distinct rec
ollection of reading of several instances in 
which the police made la raid upon parties 
engaged in such barbarous sports. The fram
ers of this petition may say th11t~. they know 
this. Then their petition is an insult to the 
law, in that it asks for its t:<nforcement only 
on Sunday. In any case, .tl1ey virtually de
clare by their petition that barbarous sports 
are not objectionable, provided they are not 
indulged, in on Sunday. We cannot agree 
with them;. and we believe that in this re-. 
spect our legislators, even though they be 
non-professors, will show themselves to be 
ahead of the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union. We do not believe that· they will 
enact a law that will virtually legalize bar
barous sports six days in the week. 

One word more, concerning the matter of 
closing saloons. When we urge that such a 
law as is desired virtually sanctions tlie keep
ing open of saloons on six days of the week, 
we are told that the hiw is demanded in a 
special manner on Sunday, because people 
are idle then, and there is more opportunity 
for them to be decoyed into th@ saloon. The 
fallacy of this plea may be seen by the fact 
that people are no more idl~ on Sunday than 
they are at night during the week, and espe
cially ou Saturday night after six o'clock. 
Many a laboring man spends all his wages 
on Saturday night, yet the petition makes no 
note of this. The simple fact is this, and it 
cannot be denied, that they want to have 
.Sunday strictly observed as a day of rest and 
worship; and all the plea that the law is de
desired in behalf of temperance, is nothing 
but a blind. It has not the first principle of 
temperance in it. we believe that the law
makers of t)1is State are too· intelligent to be 
deceived by any such pretensions. 

We have made this article. long enough, 
and have only considered the face of the peti
tion, and that is not half of the document. 
We shall consider the remainder of it else
where, under the head of, "The Back of that 
Petition." E. J. w. 

Exalting Themselves Above God. 

EVERY man is a free moral agerit so far ~s 
human authority is concerned. God alone 
has the right to hold him respon~ible for the 
exercise of his choice in matters of morality 
and religion. If it was according to the will 
of God that a man should give up· this right 
of choice to any individual or nation, then 
God .could no longer hold him responsible; 
for no person can be held responsible for the exer
cise of his choice in a matter wherein his liberty of 
choice has been removed. Thus the advocates 
of national Christianity are working to take 
away man's moral responsibility to God. 

A. DELOS WESTCO'CT. 

How Are the Powers That Be Ordained? 

THE Scripture says that " the powers that 
be are ordained of God."' How is it done? 
Is it direct and miraculous, or providential? 
Jeremiah 27:1-8 shows th,at the power of 
Nebuchadnezzar as king of Babylon was or
dained of God. Did God send a prophet or 
a priest to anoint him king? or did he send 
a heavenly messenger, as to Moses and Gideon? 
Not at all. Nebuchadnezzar was kh1g because 
he was the son of his father, who was king. 
How did his father become king? Thus: In 
625 B. c. Babylonia was but a province of 
the empire of Assyria, and Media was another. 
Both revolted at once. The king of Assyria 
gave Nabopolassar command of a large force, 
sent hini to Babylonia to quell the revolt, 
while he himself led other forces into Media, 
and put down the insurrection there. Nabo
polassar did his work so well in Babylonia 
that the king of Assyria rewarded him ;vith 
the command of that province, with the title, 
king of Babylon. Thus we see Nabopolassar 
received his power from the king of Assyria. 
The king of Assyria received his power from 
his father, Asshurbanipal. Asshurbanipal 
received his from his father, Esarhaddon. 
Esarhaddon received his from his father, Sen
nacharib. Sennacharib, from his father, Sar
gon, and Sargon received his from the troops 
in the field, otherwise from tho people. 1'hus 
we see that the power of the kingdom of 
Babylon and of Nebuchaclnezzar the king, or 
of his son, or of his son's son, was simply 
providential, and sprung ultimately from the 
people. 
. Take, for· instance, Queen Victoria, queen 

of Great Britain. How did she become so? 
Simply by 'the fact that she was the first in 
the line of succession when \Villiam the 
Fourth died. Through one 1ine she tra,ces 
Ii.er royal lineage to William the Conqueror. 
But who was William the Conqueror? He 
was a Norman chief who led his forces into 
England in 1066 and established his power 
there. How did he become a chief of the 
Normans? The Normans made him their 
chief, so that in that liiHi it is clear th1tt the· 
po·wer of Queen Victoria sprung from the 
people. 

Take the other line. The house that HOi}', 

rules Britain, represented in Victoria, is the 
House of Hanover. Hanover is a province 
of Germany. How did the House of Hanover 
get into England? When Queen Anno died, 
the line of succession was George of Hanover, 
who became king of England under the title 
of George the First. How did he receive his 
princely dignity? . Through his linea.ge, from 
Henry the Lion, son of Henry the Proud, who 
received the Duchy of Saxony from Frederick 
Barbarossa, in 1156. Henry the .Lion, son of 
Henry the Proud, was a prince of the House 
of Guelph, of Suabia. The father of the 
House of Guelph was a prince of the Alle
manni, who invaded the Roman Empire and 
established their power in what is now South
ern Germany, and were the origin of what is 
now the German nation and empire. But 
who made this man prince? The sl).vp,~~ 
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tribes of Germany. So that in this line also 
the royal dignity of Queen Victoria springs 
from the people. 
. Besides this the imperial power of Queen 

Victoria as she now reigns is circumscribed, 
limited by the people. It has been related, 
and we have seen it in print,. although the 
story may not be true, yet it will serve to 
illustrate the point, th-at on one occasion 
. Gladst9ne, while Prime Mh1ister and head of 
the House of Commons, took a certain paper 
to the queen to be signed. She did not ex
.actly approve of it, and said she would 
not sign it. Gladstone spoke of the merit of 
the act, but the queen declared she would not 
sign it. Gladstone replied, "Your majesty 
inust.sign it." "Must sign it 1" exclamed the 
queen, "Must sign it l Do you know who I 
am? I am the queen of England 1 " Glad
stone calmly replied," Yes, your majesty, but 
I am the people of England." And she had 
to sign it. The people of England can com
mand the queen of England. The power of 
the. people of England is above that of the 
queen of England. She, as queen, is simply 
the representative of their power. 

They are not personal sovereigns in them
selves who ar0' referred to in the words, "The 
powers that be are ordained of God." It is 
the governmental power, of which the sov
ereign is the representative, and that sovereign 
receives his power from tqe people. Outside 
of the ·theocracy of Israel there never has 
been a ruler who has justly ruled on earth, 
whose""dignity was not derived from the peo
ple, either express, or permissive. It is not 
any particular sovereigns whose ·power is or
dained of God, nor any particular form of 
government. It is the genius of government 
itself. The absence of government is anarchy. 
Anarchy is only governmental confusion. 

· But the Scriptures say, "God is not the author 
of confusion." God is the God of order. He 
has ordained order, and he has put within 
man himself that idea of government, of self
protection, which is the first law of nature, 
which organizes itself into forms of one kind 
or another, wherever men dwell on the face of 
the earth; arid it is for 1\len themselves to say 
what .shall be the form of government under 
which they shall dwell. One people has one 
form; another has another. This genius of 
civil order springs from God; its exercise 
within its legitimate sphere is ordained of 
God, and. Q1e Declaration of Independence 
simply asserted the etemal truth of God 

·when it said, " Governments derive their just 
powers from the consent of the governed." 
Whether it be exercised in one form of gov
e~n:ihent or another, it matters not. the gov
ernmental power and order thus ordained is 
of God. ~ 

If the people choose to change their form 
of government, it is the same power still, 
and is to be respected still. The power is still 
ordained of God in its legitimate exercise, in 
things pertaining to men and their relation 
to their fellowmen; but no power, whether 
exercised through one· form or another, is 
ordained, of God in things pertaining to God, 
nor. }lt\s,''it· anything whatever to do with 

. imeu'~'telatiQfis toward God. 

vVe have before shown that the Constitu
tion of the United States is the only form of 
government that has ever been on earth that 
is in harmony with the principle announced 
by Christ, demanding of men only that which 
is Cresar's and refusing to enter in any way 
into the field of man's relationship to God. 
This Constitution sprung from the principles 
of the Declaration of Independence, and on 
this point simply asserts the truth of God. 

The American people do not appreciate to 
the one hundredth part the value of the Con
stitution under which they live. They do 
not honqr in any fair degree the noble men 
who pledged their lives, their fortunes, m)lj 
their sacred honor, that these principles might 
be our heritage. All honor to those noble 
men. All integrity to the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence. All allegiance 
to the Constitution as i~ now is, under which 
we live, w:hich gives to Cresar all his due, and 
leaves men to render to God all that they, 
instructed by the word of God, guided by 
their own conscience, enlightened by the Spirit 
of God, may see that he requires of them. 
May the sweet· face of Heaven shine in 
infinite pity upon the poor deluded souls who 
think they are doing God service in their ef
forts to subvert the Constitution and men's 
liberties under it, by a religious amendiUent. 
And may Heaven's twice blessed mercy be on 
and about the poor people who have respect 
for Jesus Christ and their right to worship 
God, when these people shalL have accom-
plished their purpose. A. T. J. 

The Back of that Petition. 

ON another page we made some comments 
on the petition for a Sunday law, which is now 
being circulated in this State, showing up some 
of its bad features. We now propose literally 
to examine the other side of the matter. 
Following is an exact copy of what is on the 
back of the petition, emphasized words and 

·all:-
California the· Only State in the Union 

Without a Stmday Law 
[EXCEPT THE STATE OF NEVADA.) 

We propose to have one; to that end wiil you 
kindly see that this is printed in the local papers 
in your place, and get editorials in favor of it, and 
distribute the papers with the same largely, and 
send for Petitions and secure all the signatures 
possible. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., December 1st, 1888. 

Dear Friends : 
The repeal of the Sunday Law has robbed us in 

. this State of our da,y of rest--the kindest gift of 
. God to the toilers of earth-the swePtest day of the 
week to the worker, and every virtuous_ home. 

How long shall we remain in bondage to Sunday 
desecrations, open saloons, and all the orgies conse
quent upon these wicked practices on God's holy 
day? 

Let us have one quiet rest day in seven, when all 
men shall close up their secular business, or such as 
is not necessary to be carried on during that day. 
· That each m~ have a day with their families 

and worship God in accordance with the dictates of 
their own conscience~?, uninterrupted by noisy street 
parades emanating from open saloons, or where in
toxicating drinks may be sold and drank on the 
sacred Sabbath. 

Unless the Sabbath is observed, we are on the 
way to Spanish bull-fights after the· Lord's Supper, 
and the riotand doom ofGomorrah in the end . 

The Sabbath was ordil:ined by God at creation, 

expressly to minister to man, this noblest beincr. anu 
his immortal interests. • · "' 

Let us keep the window of the Sabbath open be
tween earth and Heaven, lest earth become the 
vestibule of hell. 

The hand lifted against it is feelin()' for one of 
the central pillars that prop the temple ;f American 
liberty. 

Let the Sabbatlt be. overthrown, and all other 
moral restraints would soon fall with it, a!1d Paris, 
Babylon, Sodom, would soon finish the story. 

Let the American Sabbath, radiant with 
more than natural sunshine, brighten onward into 
earth's millennia! rest and glory. 

If we want to diminish crime, pauperage and 
taxation, to lighten the people's burdens and to in
crease their power to bear them, then stand fast by 
the American Sabbath. It is the common law 
of our land; let it be of our hearts also. 

That which demoralizes and debauches the peo
ple ruins the nation. 

'l'lte Christian Sabbath has done more for Amer
ica than all her fertile soil, her fine climate, her riv
ers, lakes, forests, gold-mines, or coal. 

It has civilized and ennobled her meu, purified 
and exalted her women, and taught her children 
to revere the name of their country next to that of 
their God. 

We appeal to you in behalf of " God and 
Home and Native Land,'• to petition the Sell
ate and Assembly of the State of California to grant 
to the people of this golden land a Sunday Law, that 
shall give to rich and poor alike a day of rest. A 
day in which we can serve God accordin()' to the 
dictates of conscience. " 

Respectfully yours, 
MRS. M. E. CONGDON, 

Supt. Dept. Legislation and Petit·ions, 
California Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 

It will be seen from the very first para
graph that the framers of the petition mean 
business. "We propose to have one," say 
they, in reference to the Sunday law. Well, 
if printing their document in the local papers 
will be any help to them, they are welcome 
to our services. 

Pay special attention to the first paragraph 
of the address. It says: "The repeal of the"' 
Sunday law has robbed us in this State of 
our day of rest." \Ve wonder if that is the 
reason why some of the good women of the 
\Voman's Christian Temperance Union are 
occasionally- found engaged in secular labor 
at their places of business on Sunday. If 
what they say means anything, it means that 
they cannot rest since the Sunday law was 
repealed. \V e are not chiding them for their 
neglect to rest on Sunday. They have a per
fect right to work, for in this State there is 
no law, either human or divine, which forbids 
them. But what folly to say that the repeal 
ot the Sunday law has robbed -them of any 
rest. It is the veriest cant, designed to arouse 
the sympathy of the legislators for the poor 
women of the \Voman's Christian Temperance 
Union, who find it ·impossible to take their 
much-coveted rest on Sunday, because there 
is no law to compel them to! This resting 
on Sunday must be a terrible thing, since it 
requires a law to drive them to it. · 

But it isn't for their sakes after all that 
they want the Sunday law. They can keep 
Sunday just as well as they ever could, if they 
want to. It doesn't make any difference how 
much somebody else may work :pr play; that 
doesn't hinder them from resting. We know 
hundreds of people who find no trouble what
ever in resting on the seventh day of the 
week, yet there never was a State law enforc~ 
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ing its observance; and it is with the majority 
of people the busiest. tlay in the week. No: 
it isn't becl:J,use the good women of the W om
an's Christian Temperance Union cannot rest 
to their hearts' content, but because they .have 
not the power to compel somebody else to 
rest, that they make this petition. We sub
mit that others are as well qualified to judge 
when they need rest, as these peoplec· are to 
judge for them. 

The second paragraph is worse yet. Note 
it carefully: " How long shall we remain in 
bondage to Sunday desecrations, open saloons, 
and all the orgies consequent upon these 
wicked practices upon God's holy day?'' 
Really these good women are worse off than 
we supposed. They need a crusade started 
in their behalf. In bondage to Sunday dese
cration, open saloons, and all the orgies that 
are consequent thereupon I Something ought 
to be done to deliver them from this bondage 
of corruption. We don't know of anything 
better than the preaching of the gospel. We 
don't like the role of the Pharisee, but we 
cannot refrain in this connection from saying 
how thankful we are that we are not in a 
like condition. We will tell the truth, even 
though it savor of boasting. We have lived 
in California since long before the Sunday 
law was repealed, and we have never been 
in bondage to any open saloon, nor to any 
of the consequent orgies. We have been a 
free m~n in this respect. Will our friends 
excuse our light treatment of this matter? 
It is too absurd for serious consideration. 

Nex:t follows an appeal for the suppression 
of all secular business, in order '·'that each 
may have a day with their families, and wor
ship God in accordance with -the dictates of 
'their own consciences." Again we say, too 
bad! What pitiful straits these people are 
in, to be sure. Truly they must be in a most 
galling bondage, when it requires a State law 
to enable them. to act according to the dic
tates of their own consciences. ·we imagine 
that the trouble is with their own consciences. 
Is it possible that any thinking man cannot 
see through· this pitiful plea? They talk as 
though there were a law compelling people 
to do business on Sunday. One would im
agine that those who would like to keep 
Sunday are held back by oppressive laws, 
instead of being left as free as the wind to. do 
as . they please. But this is just the. trouble. 
They are not content to be free to do as they 
please; they want everybody else to be com
pelled to do just as they please. They cannot 
enjoy liberty unless they can use their liberty 
to oppress somebody else. And this shows 
that they know really nothing of what true 
liberty is. 

We did think that in the first and second 
paragraphs they made about as humiliating 
confessions as could be asked of anybody, but 
the fifth paragraph reveals a much, worse con
dition. They say: "Unless the Sabbath is 
observed, w~are on the way to Spanish bull
fights after the Lord's Supper, and the riot 
and "doom of Gomorrah in the end." Who 
would have imagined such a thing of those 
eminently pious women ? We certainly never 

should, although we have been accused of 
charging them foolishly. But the "we" must 
refer to the women of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, for it is signed by a rep
resentative of the Union. Whether or not it 
includes the "Dear Friends " to whom th~ 
petition is sent, we cannot say. If it ddes, 
we wish to be counted out, for we are not on 
the way to a Spanish bull-fight, or any other 
kind of a fight. And we here state our posi
tive conviction that the man who does not 
keep Sunday, but who nevertheless minds 
his own business, is a good deal farther away 
from Spanish bull-fights and the like, than 
are the persons who need a State law to make 
ttem keep Sunday "in accordance with the 
dictates of their own consciences." 

From the paragraph which says that Sun
day has civilized and ennobled the men of 
America, and "purified and exalted her 
women," we have additional evidencA that 
they fear lest they shall speedily be drawn 
away to barbarous amusements, tinless the 
State shall interpose a Sunday law. They 
present themselves before the Legislature in 
the attitude of supplicants pleading for a law 
which will preserve them from disgrace. 

Actually we don't believe that these women 
fear anything 'bf the kind, although that is 
what they say. If they were not so anxious 
to coVer up the real intent of their movement, 
they might be kept from involving themselves 
in so many absurdities. 

Just one more point: It is stated that "the 
Sabbath was ordained by God at creation 
expressly to minister to man, this noblest 
being, and his immortal interests." So it is 
the " immortal interests " of man that they 
want to have the State take in hand. Now 
we submit that if the California Legislature 
does its duty by the mortal interests of the 
citizens of California, it wiil have its hands 
full for this session, without legislating for 
the world to come. "The whole boundless 
universe" isn't theirs yet. 

But notwithstanding the statement that the 
Sabbath was ordained by God at creation, 
they go on in subsequent paragraphs to call 
for the enforcement of "the American Sab
bath." Was it the American Sabbath that 
God ordained at creation? Our Bible says 
that it was :. the Sabbath of the Lord.': It 
is curious how things do get mixed in these 
petitions, but it is_ due, no doubt, to the bond
age in which the framers are held.· 

Well, we think that we havedissected this 
affair sufficiently for this time. Put into plain· 
language, it means just this: "We are deter
mined to have Sunday kept, in form at least, 
because we want it so; and we cannot rest, 
in spirit, until everybody else shall be com
pelled to do just as we profess that we ought 
to do." We do not believe that the Legis
lature will pay attentlon to any such :flimsy, 
self-contradictory, and manifestly selfish plea 
as that. E. J. w. 

"WHEREVER and whenever religion is 
blended with government, it must necessarily 
be ·degraded into a mere ecclesiasticism, and 
so rendered hopelessly incapable of taking 
one single step in advance of the laws in the 
enlightenment and regeneratio_n of mankind." 

Sunday Parades. 

IN the Washington Sunday Convention Dr. 
Crafts in speaking against Sunday parades in 
the army said: " Sunday parades make Sun
day the most laborious of the week." 

This statement is like a good many others 
made by that gentlema11; it is simply untrue. 
The writer of this note spent five years in the 
regular army, and he !mows that Sunday 
with the parade is the least laborious day of the 
week. Sunday is always the easiest day to 

. the regular soldier. But what are these Sun
day parades which are such a dreadful perse
cution to the Ari1erican soldier, and which so 
outrage his rights of conscience? 1'his: Gen
erally there is an inspection of quarters, sol
diers, arms, and accoutrements at 9 o'clock 
Sunday forenoon. And at this the troops are 
generally called into ranks for perhaps a half 
an hour. With this exception and the ex
clusion of the regular guard, there is literally 
nothing at all for the soldier to do from sun
rise till sundown on Sunday. He is not called 
upon to do anything. At sundown there is 
the regular roll-call, when every soldier must 
again fall into rank to' answer to his name. 
At this time also, especially in large garrisons 
and garrisons near cities, there is generally a 
parade. The whole time occupied is not 
much if any more than half an hour. They 
have to fall into rank anyhow to answer to 
their names, and thl'l parade is nothing more 
than all the companies in a garrison being 
formed into line. In breaking up to march 
to their quarters they are generally mi'trched 
past the commanding officer. 

That is literally all that there is in Sun
day parades in the army. And with it all 
Sunday is the easiest day in the week for the 
soldier. · On that ,subject Doctor Crafts does not 
know what he is talking about. A. T. J. 

Why the California Sunday Law 
Was Repealed. 

THE Oakland Tribune of January 19, in an
nouncing a call for a meeting to be held on 
Tuesday evening, January 22, in the interest 
of a State Sunday law, used the following 
language:- • 

"Ever since the repeal of the California 
Sunday law, the Christian people of the State 
have been dissatisfied. This is the only State 
in the Union wholly without law in reference 
to the Christian Sabbath. It is believed that 
if the voice of the people could have been 
taken at the time of the act of the Legislature 
repealing the law, a very large majority of the 
best citizens in the State would have opposed 
the repeal, and they would now favor the en
actment of a similar law. It is known that in 
the Legislature now jn session, a new bill, not 
unlike the former, will be introduced, and its 
enactment is not very improbable. If the 
people could vote, it no doubt would become 
law. In view of such facts, the call of a pub
lic meeting in our city is timely." 

From the above, a stranger would get the 
idea that the repeal of the California Sunday 
law six years ago was an underhanded pro
ceeding,-that it was sprung on the people 
when they were not thinking, and carried 
through before. they had a chance to protest. 
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As a matter of fact; the case was exactly the ) 
reverse .of this. The ma,tter was before the 
people for nearly a year. Following is a brief 
history of the case :-

Some of the church people sought to rigidly 
enforce the Sunday law. They entere.d into 
it with enthusiam, and thought they saw suc
cess· ust ahead. Some of them made boasts 
of 'what they would do to those who had the 
presumption to work on their Sabbath. Ar
rests were. made by the wholesale. A few 
convictions were obtained in different parts 
of the State, for the movement was general. 

· One or two cases were appealed to the Supreme 
Court.· Thus the matter attracted the atten
tion of everybody, and the eyes of many in 
distant ~tates were turned toward California. 

Of course ~there was opposition. · It was the 
• year of a State election, and the Republican 

party ofCalifornia espoused the Sunday cause. 
At the State Convention a plank in favor of 

··the Sunday law was adopted with the greatest 
enthusiasm. No other plank in the plai:Jorm 
received onecfourth the attention or applause 
that that one did. When the Democratic 
Convention was held, that party declared. for 
the repeal of the law. This was the sole issue 

· between the two parties in California that year, 
and the campaign was a most exciting one. 
For months the principal topic of conver
sation '\yas the Sunday law. The papers were 
full of it, and there was not a political speech 
r)J.ade in which it was not discussed. The 
ministers all preac~ed on it. Everywhere it 
was the one thing before the people. 

Of course every voter turned out on election 
day. The result was that a Demo.cratic Gov
ernor and a Democratic Legislature was elected. 
The State Government, which had previously 
been strongly Republican, became by that 

·tJlection just as strongly Democratic. Every-
body knew that it was because of the Sunday 
law·. The Republican party well knew that 
its defeat was due to its espousal of the Sunday 
law. The first thing that the Democratic 
:Legislature did when it convened; was to ful
fill its pledge to repeal that law. The mem
bers could not in conscience do otherwise, be
cause their promise to do so was that which 
secured their election. That is the whole his
tory. 

have a fair trial before the people, m1d if the 
majority want a Sunday law, it will appear. 
But let no one seek to appeal to sympathy by 
pleading that a fair trial was not had six 
years ago. 

We are well aware of the fact that an effort 
is ,being made to push the matter of a Sunday 
law through this Legislature as quickly and 
quietly as possible; but we shall do our part 
towards securing a full and free discussion of 
it. Of the meeting to influence legislation in 
behalf of the Sunday law, we shall have some-
thing to say next week. E. J. w. 

"Shall the Constitution Be Modified?" 

Tms is the question which the New York 
Independent has been propoU:nding to some of 
the most prominent men in the country. The 
Independent asked: "Has there been such ad
vance in political science and such develop
ment of this Nation during the past hundred 
years, as to demand any considerable modifi
cation in our Constitution? If so, in what 
lines should it be made?" After asking in 
particular if there should be a readjustment 
of the executive and legislative branches of 
the Government to each other, the Independ
ent's letter closed with these words: "Please 
treat the question from your own point of 
view, and follow your own lines of thought," 

"thus leaving every man free to suggest any 
change which, in his mind, the Constitution 
might need. 

The Independent of January 10 contains 
several replies to the letter of inquiry, and 
some of them .are so exceedirfgly pointed that 
we print them here. We first quote from the 
short letter of that eminent scholar and his
torian, Ron. George Bancroft. He says :-

"I have your letter asking. what changes 
had better be made in the Constitution. I 
know of none; if any change is needed, it is 
in ourselves, that we may more and more 
respect that body of primal law." 

Good! Such an answer does honor to the 
man who made it. Would that National Re~ 
formers might take a few lessons in political 
economy from George Bancroft. There is 
more of sound sense and the science of good 
government in that short answer than in all 
the volumes of National Reform literature. 

We next quote the words of Justice Bradley, 
of the United States Supreme Court. He 
says, "I would have no change," and adds:-

" I think it is a most happy arrangement 
that sudden whiffs and gusts of popular feel
ing are not always able to execute and carry 
out the rash purposes with which they are 
inspired." 

And now for the Tribune to say that "it is 
believed that if the voice of the people could 
have been taken at the time of the act of the 
Legislature repealing the law, a very large 
majority of the best citizens in the State would 
have oppos~d the repeal," is armnt nonsense. 
The one who believes that, will believe any
thing. If the voice of the people is not heard 
at the polls, especially when the main issue 
has been the subject of discussion for months, 
then we should like to know how that voice. 
could be heard. Everybody who has lived in 
.California for the last seven years, _or who was 
here during the campaign of 1882, knows that 
we have related the simple facts. The Cali
fornia S"t,:mday·law was repealed because the 
majority of the p~ople said that they wanted 

Still more pointed is the following from 
·Justice Gray, of the United States Supreme 
Court:-

• it repealed. Whether or not the sentiment 
; of the majority has changed materially since 
then,. remains to be seen. Let the.·· matter 

'-, ,_L ' . 

"I am so old-fashioned as to think that the 
Constitution, administered according to its 
letter and spirit, is well enough as it is. And 
I am of the opinion of the late Governor 
Andrew, that it is not desirable to Mexicanize 
our Government by proposing constitutional 
amendments as often as there is supposed to
be a disturbance in its practical working." 

Better still is the following answer by Mr. 
Justice Blatchford, of the Supreme Court of 

the United States. We quote his letter in 
full:-

" I am satisfied with the Constitution as it 
is. It cannot be bettered. Constitution 
tinkers are in a poor business. If there are 
ills, it is better to bear them than fly to 
others that we know not of." 

Of course this is rank atheism in the eyes 
of National Reformers, but it is so much the 
better on that account. That which they call 
heresy is the real, true religion of the Bible. 

One more quotation closes the list. It is 
the last paragraph of a long letter by Francis 
Wharton, LL.D., and is as follows:-

"The Constitution itself requires no amend
ment, but what is required is the removal, 
from it of the patches impairing its sym
metry, its comprehensiveness, its elasticity, 
its durability, which have been imposed 
on it by the judiciary." 

These are all good utterances. It is a good 
thing to know that the sound, thinking 
men of the Nation are in favor of preserving 
the Constitution as it is; but, alas I " Israel 
doth not knaw; my people doth not consider.'' 

Whose Country Is This. 

AT the convention of the National Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, last fall, Mrs. 
Mary T. Lathrop made one of the principal 
speeches, in the course of which she said, ad
dressing the press and politicians of New 
York:-

" You have sold out our civilization by the 
sea-coast, have imported pauper labor, for fear 
you would have to pay honest wages to work-

. ingmen. The manufacturers of this country, 
who are falling on the necks of laboring men 
with many tears during this political cam
paign, have been senQ.ing their paid agents 
over to Europe to bring this kind of people 
here, until you have trodden on our Sabbath, and 
sold out our civilization in these great Eastern 
populations to the Philistines." 

It seems as though people are getting pretty 
well advanced, when' they can reprove others 
for treading upon "our Sabbath." God pro
nounces a blessing upon those who turn away 

· their foot from the Sabbath, from doing their 
pleasure on his holy day; and when the 
American people shall enact laws against the 
violation of their Sabbath,-the rival of the 
Sabbath of .the Lord,-we cannot see how 
much better they will be than the man of 
sin, "the son of perdition, who opposeth and 
exalteth hims.elf above all that is called God, 
or that is worshiped." Then we shall have 
not only Papal Rome, but Papal America. 

As to the Sunday Papers. 

WHEN the subject of annihilating Sunday 
papers was under discussion by the preachers 
day before yesterday, various remedies were 
proposed. 011e of them was that the min
isters should not print the notices of their 
services in the Sunday papers-boycott them, 
in short. That is

1
an old story,-

Said Aaron to Moses, 
Let's bite off our noses. 

Somehow they always get in. Some deacon. 
or elder, more interested in the business than 
in the spiritual welfare of the church, and who 
knows that advertising is the life of all enter-
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prisE;Js, comes around, and, explaining that 
the minister is a little high-strung and old
fashioned in his notions, asks for .an insertion 
of the notice. 

Another remedy was that the papers be 
shown that their financi:~l interests would be 
promoted by stopping the· obnoxious issue. 
That was tried once in this city. During 
the early part of 1866 there was a three 
weeks' revival meeting in the Methodi!;lt 
Church Block. The evils of Sunday papers 
were dwelt on. Efforts were made to convert 
the offenders. It was stated that if any pub
lisher would reform he could be sure of the 
solid and profitable backing of a great share 
of the community. One paper tried it. Its 
eole reward was a large assortment of reso
lutions, thanks, and prayers. It ·lost a num
ber of the subscribers it had, and gained no 
new ones to speak of. It was a victim of 
what the worldly would call "a confidence 
game." After trying it a while it resumed its 
Sunday issue, and intends to continue its 

. publication indefinitely.-Ohicago Tribune, No
vember FJ3, 1888. 

THE following words of appreciation of the 
AMERicAN SENTINEL, and of sympathy for its 
work, are from the bishop of Hayti:-

"Permit me to say how heartily I agree 
with you in deploring the movement ( charac
terized, as I ·believe, with more zeal than 
knowledge), which seeks to procure Sunday 
legislation by the Congress of the United. 
States, as the same has begun to take form in 
the Blair Bill and Amendment to the National 
Constitution. Such a mixture of political 
and ecclesiastical functions in society, em bod-. 
ied in this legislation, from my p,oint of view, 
is nothing less than the Babylonian adultery 
and spiritual apastasy hinted at· by the apos
tle Paul, and so fully delineated by John, the 
revelator. Hence, I applaud you with all 
my soul for having sounded the tocsin and 
lifted the warning voice to put the people of 
the United States on their guard against this 
awful danger, 80 insid~ously being sprung 
upon them, and I not only wish you hearty 
success in accomplishing that end, so as to 
avert the danger, if it still be probable, but I 
also pray the Giver of all grace to let his bless
ing rest upon your laudable endeavors in 
this direction. At any rate you will ·have 
the satisfaction of having done your duty 
under the circumstances to the b~st of your 
ability; and your sure .reward for having so 
done will rest with Him who is faithful and 
true, whether men will hear or whether they 
will forbear." · 

THE following estimate of the Blair Sun
day Bill is correct. It is taken from a letter 
written by the editor of the Daily Democrat, 
of Grand Rapids, Mich.:-

" I do not think there is or can be any 
question about the unconstitutionality of the 
Blair Sunday Bill. Technically, I think 
there is no question; .. and, so far as broad 
fundamental principles are concerned, the 
movement is certainly one which violates the 
most vital of the inherent principles on which 
our Government was founded, and is one of 
many modern attempts to crystallize and pet
rify the shell of a religious system, the true 
essence of which is rapidly evaporating. 

"Of course, as the essence disappears, ,the 
importance increases in the minds of some 
of strengthening the sh.ell, of preservi1;1g in
tact the outward forms and non-essentials. 

''It is a symptom of religious ossification.'' 

THE 

Signs of the Times 
~ FoR 1.889~ ~ 

A Sixteen-Page Paper, Published Weekly, at Oakland, Cal., 
~FOR THE~ 

WITH the beginning of the year r889 the SIGNS oF THIC TIMICS ent~red upon its 
.fifteenth vo~ume, ~hich the publishers ar.e determined shall be :he ~est·ever pub

hshed. It wtll constst of fifty numbers of stxteen pages each, makmg, tn the course 
of the year, Soo pages of the choicest reading matter, classified each week as Editorial, 
Missionary, Sabbath-school, Temperance, General Matter, and Secular and Religious News. 
besides Editorial Notes. · 

EQITOf\IAb QEJ"foRTJVIENT. 
The editorial force upon the SIGNS OF 'tHE TIMES has been increased, and for this and other reasons 

the publishers feel warranted in promising for this year a greater atllount and a better variety of 
mattedn the ll;ditorial Department than ever before. In this part of the paper will be discussed in an 
interesting and readable manner the various phases of practical Christian life and doctrine, embracing 
the evidence of the divinity of the Scriptures; the fulfillment of prophecy; the signs of the times; the har
mony of the law and the gospel; together with everytbing that pertains to a thorough knowledge of our 
duties to God and to each other. Educational, social and political questions will also be discussed, the 
latter, however, only so far as they relate to matters of religion, for with politics as such th~ SIGNS has 
nothing to do. 

THE S]Or~~foTH-SCj-1001!1 DEPA~TJv1E~T. 

The Sabbath-school Department will be largely a running commentary, by the editors, upon two series 
of lessons, one of which is the regular InternationarSeries. These lesson notes will be of such a character 
that they will not only be of great service to students in the preparation of their lessons, but will also be 
perused with interest and profit by the general reader. 

Jv11SSIO~ QEP]OrRTJv1E~T. 

In the Missionary Department will be published reports from the various mission fields, both home 
and foreign, togetaer with brief descriptions of the fields and their wants. 

TEJv1PERfoN~E DEPfoRTJv1.ENT. 
In the past no part of the paper has met with more favor than the Temperance Department. Many 

temperance societies have used the SIGNS regularly in their meetings, and the publishers hope to make this 
feature of it still more interesting in the future than it has been in the past. This Department will contain 
not only the very best temperance matter obtainable, but also short articles relating to the preservation 
of health, including the aiscussion of proper food and dress, and correct habits of working, eating, 
sleeping, etc. 

j-IOME ~IR~LE DEJ"Af\TME~T. 
This department is fully described by its name. In it will be published short stories of an elevated 

character, besides short sketches of history, travel, and biography. . Altogether, it will be a most interest
ing and instructive part of the paper, especially for the young folks, though all can read it with profit. 

f\ELIGIOUS ANQ SE6UbfoR ~EWS. 
This department will be maintained in perfect keeping with the high moral tone of the paper. The 

news published will be carefully selected and everything of a low or sensational nature carefully excluded. 
The design of this department is to enable the reader to keep abreast of the times in the current news of 
the day without reading a mass of objectionable and offensive matter usually found in the public prints. 

A-RTICLES 0~ THE ~OOK Of ROMfo~S. 
With the first number of the new volume we began a series of articles upon the book of Romans, 

which will form a most interesting commentary upon this portion of the word of God. These articles will 
be distinct, each one being as nearly complete in itself as it is possible to make it. Under the heading of 
each article will appear the reference to that portion of the epistle covered by the comme11.t, which wilJ 
enable those who desire to do so to keep the connection of thought; this feature will also be appreciated 
by those who wish to preserve the articles for future reference, either by clipping and pasting in a. scrap 
book or by filing the papers which contain them. One object ~of these articles will be to make it impos
sible for the careful reader to peruse the epistle to the Romans without getting at least a general under
standing of its scope and object. 

GE~ERAb foRTICbES. 
The general articles published in the SIGNS are the very best selected and original matter obtainable. 

The articles are usually short, and always clear and poin.ted: Much of the matter in this department is 
written especially for this paper, but selections are also carefully made from the leading religious papers, 
only the very best being taken. Altogether the publishers feel safe in saying that no other paper published 
will furnish so great a variety of equally good matter for the year I889 as will the SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

Price, per year, post paid, $2.00. 
In Olubs of Five or more copies to one name and address, each, .. ·" 1.60. 
To Foreign Co'IUltries, single subs~ription, post paid, lOs. 

Address, SIGNS OF TliE J'IMES, 
Twelfth and Castro Sts., OAKLAND, CAL., U. S. A. 



No.R 

~tlnrrtiss.emtntss. 

A. , LIMITEP NUMB.ER OF 
SELECT ADVERTISEMEN'lS will be re
·qeiyeMpr. ~l)!s .wi!lely-circul!>ted, and populllr 

· . · weekly journal, Ra.tes ma.de knowR on ap
; )plica~on, No', advertisements of patent medicines, 
. llloveltles, cigars tobacco, liquors, novels or auy, 
:;thing, of a tr}via~, intemperateh Immoral or impure 
maturA l!l)Cepted, We r.eserve t e right to reject ANY 

· m<!vertlsement, 
· . Thee circulation Of. the· AMERICAN SENTINEL during 
•the p~t. foqr .monthll,bas .• averl!ged 25,614 copies per 
week'. The paper goes to every State and Territory 

'>In th!l Ulliou, Quebec, .Ontario, British Columbia, etc. 

V IEWS OF NATIONAL 

' REFORM. 

· This package contains thirteen tract.a (184 pages), 
,,treatlpg,upo!;!.Ule variJlus p!)ases o! the National Re-
. \form movement, as follows: ' 
'NO; . PAGES, 

· 1. ~eligious Legislation,..................... ...... ... B 
2. Religious Liberty,.................................... 8 
$, National Reform and the Rlg!)ts of Con-

science,.~ •• ~ ....................... ••••uno : •••• ......... 16 
._ T!le·.Am&•n li'a,papy, ............................. 16 
~. &ldand: l!ase Avowal ........................ , .... 16 
._ ~tlolimReflirQlls Church and State, ........ 16 
7: Purity .oNtational Religion,..................... 8 
8, The. Sl\)!1)11 Witchcraft,................. ..... ...... 8 
9. Wfiat Tbink Ye of Christ?........... ............ 8 

1(1; :N~~ol)&.l R\tfc;>rmt~d Constitution and the 
~merican Hierarchy, ............................. 24 

11, '!nle:Repub)lo o~ lsl'f'el, .......................... ... 8 
12. National Reformed Presbyterianism,.... ,. 82 

ts. T::rJI~:~~~ .. ~~~~~ .. ~~;:~~-~~~ .. ~~ .. ~-~: 16 
The 'abnve; package will be sent post· paid to any 

address for twenty cents. 
Addfess,. AMERICAN SENTINEu, Oakland, Cal. 

-THE-: s AB~ATH'Is~~ESTION 
LE,A,:QING. SU:sJECT OF THE DAy. 

: The great· demand of t!)e hour, from the pulpit and 
· tba P~o.lll ilocial circles and in Legislative Halls, is 
, that tb:e ·sa!J1fath be more strictly observed. To as• 
. sisUhe Intelligent-minded of our land to have correct 

views' 'of_,.t\ii~ilmportant question, a book been 
prepared wh1ch thoroughly discusses 
mstitl1tiimln every conceivable phase. 
valua.ble w:ork. Qntltled 

"IJISTORY OF THE SABBATH AND TliE FIRST 
:QAY OF THE WEEK." 

B:f EM!llll. J. N. ANI>ll.l!WS. 

: This great and e:x:haustlve work is the result of ten 
y~s:· !)'ard .J&bor and historical research. The book 
contalq!J 54812mo. pages, ·and Is printed In clear type, 
on·g()Qd·p~per,:and is·wetl bound. Price, post-paid, 

. $2.00. . 
Addl'ess, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

· Oakland California. 

V INDICATION OF 
THE.TRUE SABBATH. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

THE RIVAL FOUNTAIN PEN. 

(TWO THIRDS ACTUAl:. SIZK,-cAP NOT SHOWN.) 

We.offert~is pen with co!'fidence that. its me~ its will Jn~tify. all y;e ~l~im for it, and cheerfully invite 
compar1son w1th any compet1t01·, We cla~m for 1t supenonty m Slmphc•ty, durability perfect execution 
and easy adaptability to the writer's wants. The holder is of richly·cbased rubber and' is fitted with the 
finest quality of gold pen, of reg-ular pattern, which, with proper care, will last a life: time. 

It has, no springs, valves, nor delicate parts to get out of order, but is adjusted simply and managed 
without dtf!iculty. 

EVERY PEN IS UNOONDI'l'IONALLY GUARANTEED! 
Full and simple directions, with filler, etc., accompany each pen. All we ask for it is a trial and we be· 

lieve it will prove a successful RIVAL. ' 
No, 1. Chased long or shurt barrel, sent post-paid for $2.50. 

SPECIAL OFFER. 
To all who will cut out this" ad" and send it to us with $2.50 in cash, we will send the above pen post-

paid, and ALSO the "WEEKLY AMERICAN SENTINEL,", for one year. Addr('SS., ' 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., Oakland, Cal• 

S

OUTH LANCASTER 
ACADEMY. 

SOUTH LANCASTER, MASS. 

AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OF 
INCREASING POPULARITY. 

This school is located at South Lancaster, Wor<!es
ter County, Ml).ss., thirty-five miles from Boston, and 
was founded in '1882. 

It is~ prosperous because operated on correct edu
cational principles. Thorough instruction Is given in 
all the common branches. and those of the usual high 
school and academic coul'Ses. There are a\sl) well 
sustained Biblical and Normal Departments. 

ITS SPECIAL FEATURES ARE 
1. A judicious discipline for the de.velopment of 

moral character. It is a safe place for the young. 
2. Methodsr • teaching that aim at mental disci-

pline o! a high type. . 
8. Instruction and practice in various kinds of 

manual labor and the use of tools. 
4. Ast mishingly low expenses. Sixteen dol\l).rs 

per school month pays all expense of tuition, board, 
lodging, Wal!hing, lights, fuel, etc. 

For catalogue or further information address, 
PROF. GEO. W. CAVINESS, Principal. 

South Lancaster, Mass. 

PROPHETIC LIGHTS. 

llY ELDER E, J. WAGGONER, 

Some of tl;e Prominent Prophecies of the Old 
and New Testaments, Interpreted by 

tlte Bible and 

l'AO SIMILB OP FRONT COVBI\,-

<OPROPHETJC LIGHTS" shows the exact fulfill· 
ment of the predictions of the Bi:,le concerning 
Eg.vpt, Tyre, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and 
Rome; also of the prophecies concerning the first ad· 
vent of Christ, which prove the inspiration of the 
Bible, and give assurance that. other prophecies which 
are noted will as surely and exactly. be fulfilled. Jt; 
unique and original illustrations are prophetic studies 
an specimens of art, lt is beautifully bound in 
doth, front cover embossed in brown and gold, has 
gilt edges, and its <lress Is well worthy the interesting 
matter which the author treats In the most entertain
ing manner possible. The book contains nearly 200 
~;~:;,~~~~-pages, and costs only $1.25, post-paid. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO. 
· Oakland,'Cal. 

Or, 43 Bond St., New York City. 

H EALDSBURG fJOLL'GE 
~:rJ. W,Mol!.roN, HEA:LDSBTJBG, OA:L. 

ForTMr 1Jfis•itrnarv of thB R!ljormei/, Presbyterian 
.. Ohwrch to Hayti. D. IPHTHERIA; 

Thl~ pamphlet Is an able f,reatise on the divine ap· 
polniment of the Sal:> bath of the Bible. The personal 
narrative of lts.author contains a noble instance o! 
self-sacrl• and devotion to the truth for the truth's 
sake~ " -

The-l'eadel> of this little work will lind breathed 
· throughout its pages a mild and Christian spirit> 

worthy the Imitation of controversialists of every 
na)ne; \vhlle 11t the s~metlme,lts candid, convincing 

: an!l logical argumepts challenge refutation. Paper· 
' covers, 6S pages,. sePt pmtt-paid for 10 cents. 

Address> PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
· Oakland, Cal. 

A MODEL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION. 

Four courses of Instruction, classical, scientific, 
biblical, and normal; also preparatory instruct.! on 
given in a primary and grammar course. 

Instruction thorough and practical, not only in the 
collegiate course but especially so in the preparatory 
courses. 

Discipline rigid, yet parental, combined with strong 
moral and religious inftucnce. 

Expenses moderate, The whole cost to the stu
dent for tuition, board, lodging, lights, washing-all 
expenses except for books and clothes, from $18 to$20 
per month of four weeks. _ 

Spring term began Monday, December 31, 1888, 
For descriptive catalogue and further information, 

address the princiral, 
SAFETY PENCIL POCKET W. C. GRAINGER, Healdsburg, Cal, 

NEAT, CHEAP, SERVI9EABLE. BATTLE CREEK COLL'GE 

TheY perfectly secure pen or jlencil 
in-thepo'c)i:et, so that itcRUnotfall out 
when stooping. Can be easily and 

• Sl£fely atta.Ched to any part of the 
clo'tliing. A ~mall Investment will 
pl'event the loss of a valuable pen or 
penciL 

PRICES. 
No. l;·Rn.lsia Leather;.for 2 pens 10c. 
No4 2, --" " " 3 " 15c •. 
NO. s, .. u · •• metal back, 

2pen~ • - - , 15c. 
No, '• Rllssia Leather, metal bacl<, 

3 pens, - • • • 20c. 
No. 5, Seal Skin, for ll peDs, • 15c. 
No. 6, "; '~ " · 8 (' .. 2Dc. 
No, 't.,. RUl!SI&-~~l!er, for4pens, 25c. 

-. Sentw ooi,lhn reCJ>ipt<>f pr~ce. We 
guaranj;j)e th!lse pockets SP'PEIUOR 
TN EVERY PARTICULAR to similar 
styles fl!rltlerly sold a)Jd sWl offered at 
much higher pripes. Address, 

. P ACIFIO PRilss PUBLisl!ING Co., 
"' Oakland, Cal. 

BATTLE CREEK, MICH. 

SPECIAL ADVANTAGES. 
Six Departments of Instruction, namely: Collegi

ate, Theological, English, Preparatory, Manual Train· 
ing, and Primary and Intermediate. A large faculty 
of competent teachers. Thoroug-h Instruction. A 
reading-room, and a well selected libmry. Good 
school appliances, apparatus, and chemical labora
tory. Healthful and desirable location. High shtnd
ard of scholarship and morals, and good religions 
influences. 

SPECIAL FEATURES. 
Thorough and judicious discipline. Industrial 

training. Biblical instruction, A Missionary De
partment. Physical and moral training. 

EXPENSES. 
In price of board, room-rent, and tuition, this Col

lege presents as great inducements as any institu-
tion of learning in the land. · 

For catalogues or fmther information, address, 
BATTLE CREEK COLLEGE, 

Battle Creek, Mtch. 

ITS 

CAUSES, PREVENTION, AND PROPER 
TREATMENT. 

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D. 

The increasing prevalence of this devastating dis· 
ease, and its atu;rminc fatality In so many cases, 
renders the subject of its nature and treament one 
of the greatest importance. 

This work gives a concise account of the Nature, 
Cause, and Modes of Prevention, and also 

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL. MBTHODS OP TREATMENT 

Of this prevalent and fatal malady. lt should be in 
every household, as its instructions, if faithfully car. 
ried out, will save many a precious life. Price, in 
board covers, 25 cents. 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
· Oakland, Cal. 

GOLDEN GRAINS: 
A SERIES OF 

TEN BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 

Each little book or pamphlet contains thirty-two 
pages of carefully selected stories. Tile following 
are the titles: Robin's Judgment Book; Annie's 
Savings' Box; Always the Bible; The Sisters' Lesson; 
The Hard Way; The Schoolboy's Dinner; Seven 
Times; The Wicket Gate; The Sensitive Plant; The 
TWo Gardens. The whole set of ten books, over 300 
pages, will be sent post-paid for 50 cents. 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Oakland, Cal. 

CANVASSERS WANTED. 
Address, PACIFIO PRESS PuB. Co., Oakland, 
Cal,; or 43 Bond Street, New York City. 
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P ACIFIC e 
HEALTH· 

. JOURNAL 

AND TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE. 

A TIIIR.TY·TWO PAGE. Al0NT11UY MAGAZINE~ devoted to 
the disseminatit'n of true temperance principles, and 
instruction in the art of preserving health. It is em • 
phatically 

A JOURNAL FOR THE PEOPLE, 

Conta.ining what everybody wants to !<now, and is 
thoroughly practical. Its range of subjects i" ·un• 
limited, embracing everything that in any way affects 
the health. lts articles being short and pointed, it is 
specially adapted to farmers, mechanics, and house· 
keepers, who have but little leisure for reading-. Jt 
is just the journal that every family needs, and may , 
be read with profit b.v all. Price, $1<.0 per year, or 
\vith the 300~page premiun1 book-" Pra1 tica1 llanual 
of Hygiene and Temperance," containing houseflold 
and cooking recipes-post-paid for $1.40. 

Address, 

PACIFIC HEALTH JOURNAL, 
OAKLAND, 0AL. 

F ATHERS OF THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

llY ELDER E, J, WAGGONER, 

HISTORY repeats itself, because human nature is the 
same In all ages of the world. Hence, he who would 
know how to avoirl error in the fut must know 
how errors have developed in the he "Fathers 
of the Catholic Church" shows ition of the 
heathen world at the time of Christ, briefty states the 
principles of ancient heathen philosophy, and show• 
how the adoption of these prilJ.Ciples by prominent 
men in tl1e church, and the incautious lowering of the 
standard of pure Christianity, developed the Papacy: 
which was simply anew phase of paganism. It shows 
that by the time of Constantine every phase of the 
Papacy was fully developed, and was only waiting for 
supreme power. The chapter on 

SUN-WORSHIP AND SUNDAY 

Is alone worth the price of the book. Fine English 
cloth, substantially bound, contains about 400 pag-es, 
and will be "ent post-paid at the nominal price of 
$1.00. Address, 

Pacific Press Publishing Gompany, 
OAKLAND CAL. 

Or, 43 Bond St., New York City. 

T HE RURAL HEALTH 
RETREAT, 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS, ST. HELENA, 
Napa County, Cal. 

HAS BEEN FITTED UP AS A 

RESORT AND SANITARIUM, 
And offers unrivaled au vantages to 

TOURISTS AND ALL OLASSES OF 
INVALIDS, 

BOTH IN SUMMER AND WINTER. 

The Retreat is situated on the southwestern 'lope 
of Howell Mountain, a locality of enviable t•cputation 
for health-recuperating qualities, 400 feet abo1·e and 
overlooking the ' 

NOTED AND BEAUTIFUL NAPA VALLEY. 

Its natural advantages are equal tu those of ally 
other health resort. It is nnteu for Its pure water 
dry atmosphere, clear and balmy!1!unshine, C\ren tcm~ 
perature, mild breezes, and tho absence of IJi h winds. 

CRYSTA[, SPRINGS is two and nne-half miles 
from St. Helena, which is on a branch of the Centraf 
Pacific Railroad. 

Persons sending notice will be met at the St. Hel· 
ena depot by a caniage from the HETRMAT. 

Telephone connection between St. Helena and the 
RETREAT, 

EXPENSES MODERATE ! 
Before 'you conclude to go to snme other place, 

where "rare mineral waters" are offered, caine and 
see for yourself this beautiful Resort, with water pure 
as crystal. Persons desirous of knowing '\>hether 
their case is one of probable cure <.an ascertain by. 
addressing RuRAL Hl'~ALTII RF.TREAT. 

For descriptive pamphlet and further particUlars 
address 

RURAL HEALTH RETREAT, 
St. Helena, Napa c ... Cal. 
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OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, FEBRUARY 6, 1889. 

NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

NEXT week we shall publish in full, the let
ter which Cardinal Gibbons wrote to W. F. 
Crafts, on the strength of which 7,200,000 
names were counted as affixed to the petitions 
for a National- Sunday Law. The letter itself 
is the most complete refutation of the claim 
that the Cardinal signed the petition officially 
in behalf of the Roman Catholics. But our 
comments upon the letter will accompany it 
next week. 

THE Minneapolis Tribune, of October 31, 
says:-

" The Pope advises peaceful agitation by 
Catholics in America, looking to the restora
tion to him of temporal power." 

And in their efforts to restore to the Pope his 
temporal power in Rome, they will be sure to 
secure their own political power in this coun
try;. and the political religionists of Protest
antism are helping them. · 

THE Union .Signal, the organ of the National 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, gives 
the AMERICAN SENTINEL a notice, and says of 
it, among other· things, "The paper antag
onizes the very things we advocate." \V e are 
sorry to know that. The AMERICAN SENTINEL 
antagonizes nothing except union of Church 
and State, or religious legislation by the civil 
Government, which is the same thing. The 
Union Signal evidently understands this, for 
it mentions "religious legislation " as the 
thing to which the SENTINEL is opposed, and 
therefore it declares itself an advocate of such 
legislation. We have been severely censured 
for saying this in the past, but we hope we . 
:may be absolved now that the organ of the 
W. C. T. U. has declared for union of Church 
and State. 

NEXT week the Sentinel will contain, among 
other live matter, a quite full report of the 
proceedings of the meeting held in Oakland, 
January 22, for the purpose of influencing 
legislation in behalf of a State Sunday law, 
and also a review of the remarks of Senator 

. Blair before the U. S. Senate, December 21, 
in behalf of his Educational Amendment Bill. 
'l'hese will be articles that nobody will want to 
miss. When you have read them, lend your 
vaper to your neighbor. Better still, induce 
him to subscribe between now and then, so 
that he will have the Sentinel for himself, and 
then you can lend yours to somebody else. 
But then the same thing would work with 
him, too, and you ought to keep your papers 
for future reference. '\Ve don't see any other 
way for you to do than to induce everybody 
near you to subscribe. See if you cannot do~ 
that. 

A GENTLEMAN writes to us from a town in 
Illinois, to state that he has been a lay mem
ber of the M. E. Church for seventy years, 
and has never heard either a minister or a lay 
member express a desire for a union of Church 
and State. We don't doubt his word in the 
least, but it doesn't prove anything. Fifty 
men mightswear that they never saw a certain 
other man commit a theft, and yet that other 
man. might be a highway robber. One man's 
ignorance· can never be used as an offset to 
another's knowledge. we have heard and 
seen such a wish expressyd many times. And, 
what is more to the point, there are thousands 
who would indignantly repudiate any such 
desire, who are nevertheless zealously work
ing for the same object under another name. 

IN our last issue but one we mentioned the 
great pressure upon the columns of the SENTI
NEL, and said we hoped that a change might 

· soon come in the shape of more frequent pub
lication. The change has come sooner than 
we dared hope, and with the last number we 
began the weekly publication of the SENTINEL. 
This volume will consist of forty-eight num
bers, of which this is the second. We are 
sure that our friends will be glad for the 
change. For twice the money that they have 
been paying, they will receive nearly four 
times as much reading' matter. This, of 
course; is not financially tp the benefit of the 
publishers, but we hope that our efforts will 
meet with so hearty a re3ponse in 'the way of 
subscriptions, that the loss will be counter
balanced. 

THE Catholic Home, a paper published in 
Chicago, referring to the movement which is 
getting under headway in that city, "to abol
ish the Sunday slavery, and to suppress Sun
day crime," says the Catholic sentiment in 
that city, which has lain so long dormant un
der flagitious outrage, is now awakening and 
is anxious to .do battle for home and altar, 
and declares that new vigor will now be put 
into the struggle of good citizenship against 
anarchy. The statement that the movement 
is for the suppression of "Sunday crime," 
shows what their idea of good citizenship is. 
It is Btrange that they cannot see that such a 
movement, instead of being ag&inst anarchy, 
is in reality in favor of disregard to the laws; 
for by their opposition to "Sunday crime," 
they give tacit leave to criminals to break the 
laws on other days with impunity. 

IN the recent Illinois Sunday Convention, 
Dr. Herrick Johnson, in a speech against 
Run day newspapers and special Sunday trains, 
exclaimed: "Oh, for the breath of the Puritan! 
Oh, for a little of the Puritan Sabbath!" 
When jt is remembered that in the days of 
the Puritans everybody was compelled to at
tend church on Sunday, it will be seen that 
our concl~sion that the Blair Sur1.day Bill is 
in reality a bill to increase the attendance at 
church, is fully warranted. The following 
items from the laws of the Puritans of Con
necticut will sho\v what may be expected 
when the churches, under the leadership of 

such men as Dr. Johnson and Dr. Crafts, com
bine to revive Puritan customs and the Puri
tan Sabbat4:-

" No one shall be a freeman, or give a vote, 
unless he be converted, and a member in full 
communion of one of the churches allowed 
in this dominion." 

"No man shall hold any office who is not 
sound in the faith and faithful to this domin
ion r and whoever shall give a vote to such a 
person shall pay a fine of one pound. For a 
second offense he shall be diiifranchised."
Olarke's History of Intolerance. 

That is a picture of the final result of the 
legislation which Senator Blair has intro
duced; the people who read this will not 
have to live many years before they see the 
reality. 

OuR watchful and vigorous contempory, the 
American Sentinel, of Oakland, is making a val
liant war against the fanatics who are at
tempting to chain us to a national or Chris
tian Sunday. Although the movement is led 
by a false Shepard [Col. Elliott F.], and al
though the whole thing is false, all liberty
loving people should remember that false
hoods often prevail when not checked by 
truth.-Jewish Times and Observer. 

THE business of Sunday l;gislation, or 
rather the attempts thereat, is now thriving 
in this State. A bill has already been intro
duced into the California Senate, making it a 
14isdemeanor to conduct, maintain, or open, a. 
bull-fight, bear-fight, prize-fight, cock-fight, 
horse-race, gambling-game, or to conduct or 
visit a dive or melodeon on a Sunday. No 
doubt the framer of that bill thinks that he 
has done. a very pious act, and is blissfully 
unconscious that by that very act he has 
virtually declared that it is all right to do 
any of those things on any other day than 
Sunday. Thus a premium is put upon vice, 
by the very law which is claimed to be op
posed to it. And this will always be found 
to be the case in religious legislation by the 
State. It ever has been and ever will be only 
a cloak for the commission of greater crimes 
than were committed before. 

FoLLOWING is the Roman Catholic idea of 
popular education, as set forth by the Catholic 
Review of April, 1871:-

We do not indeed prize as highly as some 
of our countrymen appear to do, the ability 
to read, write, and cipher. Some men are 
born to be leaders, and the rest are born to 
be led. The best ordered and ·administered 
State is that in which the few are well edu
cated, and lead, and the many are trained to 
obedience. 
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THE Christian Statesman says: " We recognize 
the ability of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, published 
in Oakland, California, against the cause of Na
tional Reform, and we admire the consistency with 
which it follows its own premises to their uttermost 
conclusions." 

We highly appreciate that recognition. We 
never did bear any malice to our opponent; and 
since we have succeeded in raising its estimation 
of us from contempt to respect, it is barely pos
sible that we may induce it to listen to reason on 
so:e points. At any rate, if consistent opposi
tion to National Reform will do the work, we are 
sure of keeping its respect and admiration. 

"WHAT can be done to stem the tide of ram
pant immorality, which is rising all around us?" 
was the subject of disci.tssion at a receut meeting 
of ministers. This is a question which is attract
ing much attention of late, and the usual solution 
is an appeal to civil law. It is strange that none 
of them ever think of' following the rule laid 
down by the apostle Paul,. for use in such cases. 
He wrote to Timothy of a time when people 
would not ·only be immoral, bt1t would choose 
teachers who would wink at, if not pander to, 
their lusts, and his injunction was, "Preach the 
Word?" That old pioneer of Christianity knew 
of no other way to combat immorality. He 
said that the weapons of his warfare were "not 
carnal." But now the appeal is constantly to the 
civil law. What has caused the change? Is it 
that rn.en are so differently constituted now that 
the gospel cannot affect them ? or is it because 
the ministers have,not the same gospel that Paul 
preached. 

LET it be distinctly understood that we quote 
in the SEN'J'INEL no extracts from journals op
posed to National Reform aims. Not that we 
do not print selected articles oppo>~ed to that work, 
but we make no statements concerning its aims, 
and what is being done or is proposed to be done, 
except what we glean either from official organs, 
or from journals friendly to that cause. This gives 
those statements, damaging as we show thein to 
be, additional weight. We propose to convict 
them on their own testimony. Readers of the 
SENTINEL may depend on it that the aims of 

those who are working to secure religious legis
lation are accurately represented by it. And 
here we wish to call attention to one fact, and 
readers of the official organs of th.e National 
Reform Association will uphold us in the state
ment, that if you want to get a full, accurate, and 
comprehensive view of the principles of what 
is called National Reform, you must take the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL. You will fhid it nowhere 
else. Send for the first three volumes, and read 
up on the subject. 

------~~-------
IT is possible that some may think we have 

strained a point in our article on another page, 
entitled, "A Sign of the Times," and that Sunday 
laws will never be so rigidly enforced as to lead 
to a man's house being. searched to see if he is 
quietly at work. But we have not drawn on our 
imagination in the least, for in Belleville, Ontario, 
a man was recently prosecuted and fined for 
keeping open his photograph gaLlery on Sunday. 
We might state, incidentally, ·that this man is a 
conscientious observer of the seventh day. This 
reminds us that in nearly every case of prosecu
tion for working on Sunday, of which we ever 
heard, the victim was a seventh-day keeper. And 
this is one of the things that confirms us in the 
belief that the prime fact.or in the enactment and . 
enforcement of all Sunday laws, is sectarian big
otry. If the people who so zealously work for 
such laws, would openly declare that they want 
to have a chance to vent their spite on those who 
differ with them in faith, we could have more re
spect for them than we can whEm they cover their 
real desire under a pretense of' wanting temper
ance. 

The Gospel of Christ is Not a Political 
System. 

THE National Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union Convention for 1888 passed the following 
resolution:-

Resorved, That Christ and his gospel as univer
sal king and code should he sovereign in our gov
ernment and political affairs, and that obedienGe 
to his law is the only path to political righteous
ness and peace." 

Is it true that Christ is a divine politician? Is 
it true that he is a political king? Is it true 
that the gospel of J csus Christ is a political code? 
Is it true that political righteousness and peace are 
the objects of his law? It is not true. · Not one of 
these things is true. The idea of the resolution is 
as far from the truth as anything could possibly 
be and not be downright blasphemy. 

For the sake of illustration, let us put this reso
lution t_o the test. Suppose the gospel were 
adopted as the code of this land. It would then 
be the bounden duty of every court to act accord
ing to the code. 

There is a statute in that code, which says, "If 
thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him i and 

if he repent, forgive him. And "if he trespass 
against thee seven times in a day, and seven times 
in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent, th~u 
shalt forgive him." Remember, they have resolved 
that this shall be the code in our Government. 
Suppose, then, a man steals a horse. He is ar
rested, tried, and found guilty. He says, "I 
repent." "Thou shalt forgive him," says the code, 
and the Government must conform to the code. 
He is released and repeats the act; is again ar
rested and found guilty. He says, "I repent." 
Thou shalt forgive him. Ami if )le does it seven 
times in a day, and seven times in a day turns to 
the court, saying, "I repent," the court must forgive 
him; for so says that which the ·woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union has resolved should be 
the governmental code. 

It will be seen in an instant that any such 
system. would be destructive of civil government. 
This is not saying anything against the Bible, nor 
against its principles. It is only illustrating the 
absurd preversion of ~ts principles by these people 
who want to establish a system of religious legisla
tion here. God's Government is moral, and he has 
made provision for maintaining his Government 
with the forgivenes of the transgression. But he 
has made no such provision for civil government, 
and no such provision can be made. No such pro
vision can be made and civil government be main
tained. The Bible reveals God's method of sav
ing ·sinners agairist his moral Government; civil · 
government is man's method of preserving order, 
and has nothing to do with sin, nor with the sal
vation of sinners. 

But that such a mixture would be destructive 
of civil government, is not all ; it would be de
structive of the gospel as well. For when the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is brought down to the low 
level of politics, and is made an element in polit- · 
ical contests, it is destroyed; its whole spirit is per
verted, and in a little .while the profession of it is 
only used to sanctify all manner. of ambitious 
scheming. The gospel of Jesus Christ., maintained 
upon the high plane where Christ has placed it, is 
the best thing the world ever saw or ever can see. 
But that gospel perverted, and degraded to the 
low level of human pride; made an instrument of 
worldly ambition, and used to sancti+'y human 
passions, human caprices, and political strife, be
comes the worst evil that ever afflictrd a people. 
The one is the mystery of godliness, worthy only 
of the supremest effort of the mind to understand, 
the most devout reverence of the soul to contem
plate, and the constant, sincerest effort of the life 
to imitate. The other is the mystery of iniquity, 
worthy only of the eternal abhorrence of' every 
intelligent creature. 

In the face of the Saviour's express statement 
-that his kingdom "is not of this world," the 
' Woman's Christian Temperance Union declares 
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that he "shall be this world's king; yea, verily, 
THIS WORLD's king;" king of its courts, camps, com
merce; colleges, cloisters, and constitutions. It de
clares that this kingdom of Christ "must enter the 
realm of law through the gateway of politics." 
The Union demands the ·ballot in the hands of 
women, in order to turn this Government into a 
theocracy, and have men "swear an oath of aile-· 
giance to Christ in politics, and march in one great 
army up to the polls to worship God." \Vith all 
this, their resohrtion to make him and his gospel 
the king and co::le in our government and po
litical affairs, and obedience to his law the only 
path to political righteousness and peace, is 
strictly consistent. But the 'N oman's Christian 
Temperance Union will have to go but a little 
farther in this direction before it will justly de
serye the open and determined opposition of every 
person who has -any rega,rd for civil government, 
or any respect for Christian principles. 

A; T. J. 

That Wonderful Letter. 

THE letter which Cadinal Gibbons wrote to 
W. F. Crafts has been the subject of a great deal 
of comment and conjecture. It is safe to say 
that that one lettero has been of more service to 
the National Sunday Union than everything else 
that has been done. On the strength of that 
letter, the number of signatures to the Sunday 
law petitions was advanced at once from some
thing over 6,000,000 to 14,000,000. Following 
is th0 entire letter, which we take, together with 

sneeze every time tie takes snuff? We know 
that he spoke only for himself, because intelligent 
Catholics have roundly denounced, as a piece of 
worse than political trickery, the effort to make 
it appeaJJ that he signed for the whole Catholic 
Church; and not only so, but many CathoJ.ics, 
and even 9atholic priest;;;, have signed the peti
tion asking Congress not to pass the Blair bills. 

And yet, in the very number of the magazine 
in which this letter is published, it is stated edi
torially, that "Cardinal Gibbons also sent him 
[Mr. Crafts] an official letter indorsing the peti
tion on behalf of the Plenary Council of the 
Roman Catholic Church." Senator Blair, also, 
in presenting the petitions to the Senate, De
cember 16, stated that the Cardinal h~d indorsed 
them in behalf of 7,200,000 Catholics. We car1 
stretch- our charity (imough t9 imagine that the 
Senator had. never seen tbe -letter, since we do 
not positively know that he had seen it; and so 
we can absolve him from any attempt at willful 
deception. But what shall we say of the others, 
who had the letter in their possession ? \V e will 
not mention the commandment which they have 
deliberately broken, for we have no desire to put 
them personally into the pillory; but we do want · 
everybody to know by what base trickery and 
contemptible frauds the officers of the National 
Sunday Union are trying to influence legislation. 
And still these men propose to purify politics! 

------~-~--------

Sunday Law Meeting in Oakland. 

the introduction, from the January number of Our THE meeting held in Hamilton Hall, Tuesday 
Day:- evening, January 22, in the intE'rest of a Sunday 

"Cardinal Gibbons has indorsed the petition law in California, was a very tame affair. The 
for a National Sun~ay rest Jaw in the following speakers read or re~ited their pieces in a perfunc
letter, which is here for the first time published tory manner, having_the appearance of men some-
in full:- what. discouraged. Although they have little or 

"CARDINAL's RESIDENCE, } no hope of getting any satisfaction at this session 
408 N. CHARI,ES STREET, BALTIMORE, of the Legislature, they showed very clearly. the 
· December 4, 1888. 

"REv. W. F.-· CRAFTS-Rev. Dea1· Sir: 1 have spirit that underlies their movement, and the na
to acknowledge your esteemed fayor of the 1st ture of the law that they"want, and that is all that 
inst., in reference to the proposed passage of a law we are concerned about. 
by Congress 'against Sunday work in the Gov-
ernment's mail and military service,' ete. Dr. M. C. Brigg', of Santa Clara, and Dr. 

''I am most happy to add my name to those of Dwinelle, of the Pacific Theologic~l Seminar-y, 
the millions of others who are laudably contending 
against the violation of the Cluistian Sabbath by were the spealn:rs of the evening. In his opening 
unnecessary labor, and who are endeavoring to prayer, Dr. Dwinelle prayed that the State might 
promote its decent and proper observance by le- be awakened to the necessity of making Sunday_ 
gitimate legislation. As the late Plenary Council 
of Baltimore has declared, the due observance of not only a day of rest, but of moral quickening 
the Lord's day contributes immeasurably to the as well. In his remarks, he said: "The whole 
restriction ofevice and immorality, and to the pro- business of the community must cease practically, 
motion of peace, religion, and social order, and 
cannot fail to draw upon the nation the blessing in order that all may have the benefit of the rest 
and protection of an overruling Providence. If . day." That is to say, that the Doctor does not 
benevolence to the beasts of burden directeil one and cannot rest on Sunday, unless everybody else 
day's rest in every week under the old law, surely 
humanity to man ought to dictate the,.same measure stops work. The untruthfulness of such a state-
of rest under the new law. mont should be apparent to all. Thousands of 

"Your obedient servant in Christ, people in the United States and in Europe; who 
"JAMES CARDINAL GIBBONS, 

''Archbishop of Baltimore." rest on the seventh day, and who enjoy their rest 
There you have it. Now we ask, in all candor: and worship, and get all the benefit from it that 

Does it justify the claim that has been made for t_here is in a rest day, show clearly enough that 
it? Was there any reason in that letter for doub- it is not necessary to have a law compelling 
ling the number of signatqres to the Sunday law everybody to rest, in order to accommodate a few. 
petition, and throwing in a few thousand names Dr. Briggs's speech was mostly a labored theo-

. extra? We say, No. There is not the slightest logical argument. It would be utterly useless to 
hint in it· that the Cardinal thought hE' was acting report him in this, for two reasons. First, because 
officially. He says, "l am most happy to add theology has nothing to do with the ·matter. If 
my name," etc. If all the members of the Cath- the Doctor could read on every page of the Bible 
olic Church virtually signed their names to that a plain declaration that Sunday ought to be kept 
petition when Cardinal Gibbons did, then, by as the Sabbath, it would not have a particle of 
the same token, they all eat their breakfast when- bearing on the matter of a State Sunday law. 
ever he eats his breakfast. Are the members of The State has no business to legislate in matters 
the Catholic Church so closely unit~d to Cardinal . pertaining only to God; and second, because the 
Gibbons that every i.ndividual act of his be- , Doctor stumbled so much over Hebrew roots, that 
comes theirs? Must they, per force, actually his effort~ (,)~~itcc1 onl;y :pit;y. 

He did treat us to one brilliant, original piece 
of Biblical exegesis. Speaking of tM phrase, 
",the morrow after the Sabbath," which occurs a 
few times in connection with the Passover, he said: 
"The morrow after the Sabbath, is· mentioned all 
the way along as following the Sabb,ath." His 
conclusion· was, that Sunday is tlie Sabbath ! 
\Vhen such· arguments as that arE' hurled at us, 
our only refuge is sile11cc: This may be taken as 
a fair sample of the arguments by which the ne
cessity for Sunday laws is shown ; and since it is 
less than nothing, we are driven to the conclusion 
that force of numbers will be the all-prevailing 
argument in taking away the liberties of the peo
ple. 

When he struck the New Testament, he didn't 
venture any such original thoughts, but contented 
himself with retailing the stale argument on the 
Greek of Matt. 28: 1, and similar passages, where 
the word "week" ·is rendered from Sabbaton. 
The Doctor asserted that that text should read, 
"th.e first of the Sabbaths," instead of "the 
first day of the week." This assertion was made 
with as much boldness as though all the scholar
ship of the world were not against such a render
ing. Any Greek scholar or lexicon will tell him 
that the word Sabbaton has the meaning of 
"week," as well as of" Sabbath." . 

While the Doctu was dwelling on this, we 
thought that we would like to quote to him Luke 
18 : 12, where the Pharisee in the temple is repre
sented as saying in his prayer, "I fast twice in the 
week." Here the same word is rendered "week" 
as in Matt. 28 : 1 ; and according to Dr. Briggs's 
theory of exposition, the text ought to read, "I 
fast twice in the Sabbath." Just imaginE. that 
well-fed Pharisee clasping his hands over his al
dermanic sides, while he sanctimonously ra~d 
his eyeR, and said to the Lord: "I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are, for I abstain from 
eating twice every Sabbath-day"! This is ab
surd, but no- more so than the renderings given 
by Dr. Briggs; so we may dismiss his Scripture 
argument. 

When the Doctor came right down to the 
matter of a (ivil law compelling men to keep Sun
day whether or no; he was more at· home, and 
spoke with more freedom. Said he, "vVe don't 
want to make men religious." How often that is 
reiterated. One would think that there was 
nothing that these civil Sunday-law preachers 
dreaded so much as making men religious. He 
said that the ·Sunday law is designed only as "a 
measure of protection to those who are dependent 
on others; a police regulation; a sanitary arrange
ment." We can well. believe that if it is ever en
acted it will be a police regulation, and that is 
just what we oppose. vVe don't want any police 
regulation of religious matters. As to sanitary 
arrangements, we would have more confiwmce in 
them if they originated with the medical fraternity, 
instead of the preachers. 

Only one thing more need be noted, and that 
is, his reason why there must be a law compelling 
everybody to rest on the same day. Said he, "If 
every man- is at liberty to choose his own day of 
:r;.est, my neighbor·who doesn't keep my day will 
work on my day, while I want to rest. So there 
must be one day for the whole community." 

There you have an expression of the mean sel
fishness out of which· all Sunday Jaws spring. 
"My neighbor will work on my day, unless there 
is a law compelling him to observe it." Very 
likely; but ho\V about Doctor Briggs? Will he 
not work ·on the day on which his neighbor 
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wants to rest? \Vhy, of course; but then, "what 
rights has my neighbor, that I am bound to re
spect? I'm in the majority." \Ve don't wonder 
that men become hrfidels, when Doctors of Div
inity, who profess to be living exponents of Chris
tianity, show such an unrighteous disregard for 
the rights and feelings of others. The gospel 
which they teach is one which says, "Whatsoever 
ye would not that your neighbor should do to 
you, that do you to him if you feel like it and 
have the power." 

We are happy to inform our friends tliat Chris
tianity has nothing in common with such ·teach
ing. Christianity leads men to be considerate of 
others; and if a man is weak and in the minority, 
that is the very ·one whom true Christianity 
would seek out and protect. As we left the meet
ing, musing on the heartlessness of the men who 
are clamoring for Sunday laws, we could think 
only of these words, "0 my soul, come not thou 
into their secret, unto their assembly; mine honor, 
be not thou united." E. J. w. 

Who is the Unfair One? 

THE Christian Statesman feels aggrieved at 
what it terms the SENTINEL's unfair criticisms on 
National Reform work. In itsissue of January 
10, it arraigns us in several counts, only one of 

· which we will notice now. It says:-
" The same disposition to impute evil motives 

appears in the criticisms in the last number of 
the SEN1'INEL, on the signatures to tl10 petition 
f<)r a National Sabbath law, as accumulated and 
displayed last month. at the National Sabbath 
Convention in \Vashington. That petition was 
signed by some millions of citizens with their own 
hand, and was indorsed officially by the repre
sentatives of many millions more. The supreme 
judicatures of the churches, the national conven
tions oflabor organizations, and other representa
tive bodies, directed their officers to sign it in 
behalf of their respective organizations. Cardi
nal Gibbons wrote a letter officially approving of 
the measure in behalf of the Roman Catholic 
Church. These fitets were fully, frankly, publicly 
stated." 

Yes; and that was just the ground of our 
charge. We know that there was no attempt to 
make it appear that all the alleged petitioners 
had signed in person. What we found fault with 
was the "facts" which they so "fully, frankly, 
and publicly stated." Our accusation was, that 
their "facts" were not true, and we leave it to 
anyone who reads the article entitled· "That 
Wonderful Letter," which appears on another 
page of this issue, to judge if our accusation was 
not a just one. That letter shows upon the face 
of it that it was unofficial, and everybody ought to 
know, what intellegent Catholics freely state, that 
Cardinal Gibbons had no power to sign any 
petition in behalf of 7,200,000 9 Catho1ics. Yet 
the Christian Statesman repeats that statement, 
even while protesting against our charge. vVe 
do not accuse it of intentional deception; we sim
ply think it has a wonderful faculty for mis
apprehending facts. 

We don't like to speak of such things. We 
wish the National Reform Sunday-law folks 

. wouldn't do so. But since they do them, and 
seek to influence legislation by such frauds, we 
are compelled to mention them, not for the pur
pose of bringing odium on the individuals, but to 
show how far from Christian the whole scheme is. 
If National ReforiJ.ers use such methods to secure 
their ends, what may we expect when they 
once get their "Christian" Government fairly 
established? 

The United States Constitution. 

. Is our national Constitution right as it is? or 
will it not be right. until some ~uch amendment 
shall have been adopted as is now offered by Sen
ator Blair, and heartily supported by theN ational 
Reform Association and its allies? As the 
amendment is offered supposedly in the interests 
of Christianity, a Scriptural answer to these ques- · 
tions ought to be not only acceptable but satis
factory. What then saith the Scripture? What 
are the words of Christ? We quote :-

"Then went the scribes and Pharisees, and took 
counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 
Vole know that thou art true, and teachest the way 
of God in truth. T, 11 us therefore, what thinkest 
thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto l.'::esar or 
not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness and 
said, ·whose image and superscription is this? 
They said unto him, Cmsar's. Tl1en saith he unto 
them, Render therefore unto C::esar the things 
which are C::esar's, and unto God the things that 
are God's." 

In these words Cl1rist has established a clear 
distinction between Coosar and God, that" is, be
tween the civil and the religious powers, and be
tween what we owe to the civil power and what 

. we owe to the religious power. That which is 
Coosar's is to be rendered to Coosar alone; that 
which is God's is to be render~d to God alone. To 
say that we are to render to Coosar that which is 
God's, or that we are to render to God by Coosar 
that which is God's, is to pervert the words of 
Christ, and make them meaningless. 

These words show, not only that there are 
things tha;t pertain to Coosar alone, and things 
that pertain to God alone, but that it is our duty 
as servants of Christ to know what these things 
are, and in obedience render to Coosar that which 
.is Coosar's, and to God t-hat which is God's. 

As the term C::esar refers to civil government, 
it is apparent that the duties which. we owe to 
Coosar are civil duties, while those we owe to God 
are wholly moral or religious duties. Webster 
defines religion as " the recognition of God as an 
object of worship, loye, and obedience,. "and an
other definition is, "a man's relation of faith and 
obedience to God." It is evident, therefore, that 
religion and religious duties pertain solely to 
God, and that which is God's is to be rendered 
to him, and not to Coosar; it follows inevitably 
that civil government can never of right have 
anything to do with religion, with a man's per
sonal relation of faith and obedience to God. 

In support of the doctrine that civil govern
ment has the right to act in things pertaining to 
God, the text of Scripture is quoted which says: 
"The powers that be are ordained of God." · 

This passage is found in Rom.' 13: 1. The 
first nine verses of that chapter are devoted to the 
subject, showing that the powers that be are or
dained of God, and enjoining upon Christians, 
upon every soul, in fact, the duty of respectful sub
jection to civil government. 

By those who advocate a religious amendment 
to the Constitution, it is argued that because the 
powers that be are ordained of God, they must havt 
something to do with men's relations to God. Is 
it a sound argument to say that because a thing 
is ordained of God, it is ordained to every pur
pose and work under the sun? A minister of the 
gospel is ordained of God,-but for what? To 
preach the gospel, and not, as too many ministers 
nowadays seem to think, to. minister the law or 
politics. No minister of the gospel was,ever or
dained as a minister of the law, either moral or 
civil; and when a minister enters on . any such 

work as that, he is doing a work that Christ never 
sent him to do. 

By reading the first nine verses of the thirteenth 
chapter of Romans, it will be seen that this scrip
ture is but an exposition of the words of Chl'ist, 
"Render to Coosar the things that are Coosar's.'' 
It is God's own commentary on those words; and 
in them there is a recognition of the rightfulness 
of civil government; that it has claims upon us, 
and that it is our duty to recognize those claims. 
This scripture in Rom. 13, simply st~tes the 
same thing in other words : "Let every soul be 
subject to the higher powers, for there is no 
power but of God; for the powers that be are or· 
dained of God." 

Again, the Saviour's words were called out 
by a question concerning tribute. They said to 
Him, "Is it lawful to pay tribute unto Coosar, or 
not?" Referring to the same thing, Rom. 13: 6 
says: " For this cause pay ye tribute." In an
swer to the question of' the Pharisees_ about the 
tribute, Christ said, "Render to Coosar the things 
which are Coosar's." Rom. 13:7 says, "Render to 
all their dues; tribute to whom tribute is due." \Ve 
repeat, therefore, that Rom. 13:9 is the Lord's 
own commentary upon the words of Christ in 
Matt. 22 : 17, 21. 

The passage in Romans refers first to civil 
government; the higher powers,-not the highest 
powers,-the powers that be. Next it speaks of 
rulers bearing the sword and attending upon mat
ters of tribute. Then he exhorts, to render tribute 
to whom tribute is due, and to owe no man anything, 
but to -love one another; for he that loveth ·an
other fulfilleth the law. Then he refers to the 
last five commandments, and says, "If there be 
any- other commandment it is briefly compre
hended in this saying: "Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." There are other command
ments of the same law to which Paul here refers, 
and he knew it. Why then did he say, "If there 
be any other commandment," etc. There was 
the first table of the law containing the command
ments, which say, "Thou shalt have no other 
Gods before me ; " "Thou shalt not make any 
graven image;" "Thou shalt nof take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain;" "Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy," and the other com
mandment in which is comprehended all these, 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength." Paul knew 
all of these commandments. vVhy, then, did he 
say, " If there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly comprehended in this saying: Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself'?" Answer: Be
cattsi:l he is writing upon the words of the Saviour, 
whibh relate to our duties to civil government. 
Our duties under civil government pertain solely 
to the government, and to our fellow-men; and 
the powers of ~ivil government pertain solely to 
men in their relations one to another, and to the 
State. But the Saviour's words in the same con
nection entirely separated th~;t,t which pertains to 
God from that which pertains to civil govern
ment. 'l'he things which pertain to God are not 
to be rendered-·to civil government,-to the powers 
that be; therefore it was that Paul, although 
knowing full well that there. were other com
mandments,. said, "If there be any other com
mandment it is briefly comprehended in this say
ing : Love thy h~ighbor · .. as thyse~f;" that is, if 
there be any~othertcon:uQ~llildpwnJ;;:wl)ich comes 
into the relation,,between :tuan and'civil govern
ID.ent, it is comprehended in this saying, That he 
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shall love his neighbor as himself; thus showing 
conclusively that the powers that be, though or
dained of God, arc so ordained only in things 
pertaining to the relation of man with his fellow
men, and in those things alone. 

' Further, as in this divine record of the duties 
that men owe to the powers that be, there is no 
reference whatever to the first table of the law, it 
therefore follows, that the powers that be, although 
ordained of God, have nothing whatever to do 
with the relations which men bear toward God. 

As the ten commandments contain the whole 
duty of man, and as in God's own enumeration of 
the duties that men owe to the powers that be, 
there is no mention of any of the things contained 
in the first table of the law, it follows that none of 
the duties enjoined in the first table of the law of 
God, do men owe to the powers that be. That is 
to say, again, the powers that be, although or
dained of God, are not ordained of God in any
thing pertaining to a single duty enjoined in any 
one of the first four of the ten commandments. 
These are duties that men owe to God, and with 
these the powers that be can of right have noth
ing to do, because Christ has commanded to ren
der unto God-not to Cresar, nor by Cresar
that which is God's. 

Let us look a moment at this question from a 
common sense point of view; of course, all we 
are saying is common sense, but let us have this 
additional :-

"When societies· are .formed, each individual 
surrenders certain rights, and as an equivalent 
for that surrender, has secured to him the en~ 
joyment of certain others appertaining to his per
son and property, without the protection of which 
society cannot exist." 

I have the right to protect my person and 
property against all comers. Every other person 
has the same right, but if this right is to b~ per
sonally exercised in all cases by every one, then 
in the present condition of human nature, every 
man's hand, will be against his neighbor. That 
is simply anarchy, and in such a condition of af
fairs society cannot exist. Now suppose a hun
dred of us are thrown together in a certain place 
where there is no established order, each one has 
all the rights of every other one. But if each one 
.s individually to exercise these rights of self-pro
tection, he has only the assurance of that degree 
of protection which he alone can furnish to him
self, which we have seen is exceedingly slight. 
Therefore we all come together, and each surren
ders to the whole body Fhat individual right; 
and in return for this surrender he receives the 
lJOWer of all for his protection. He therefore re
ceives the help of the other ninety-nine to protect 
himself from the invasion of his rights, and he is 
thus made one hundred times more secure in his 
right of person and property than he is without 
this surrender. 

But what condition of things can ever be con
ceived of among men that would justify any man 
in surrendering his right to believe?' What could 
he receive as an equivalent? When he has sur
rended his right to believe, he has virtually sur
rendered his right to think. When he surl'E)n· 
ders his right to believe, he surrenders everything, 
and it is impossible for him ever to receive a~ 
equivalent; he has surrendered ,1iis very soul. 
Eternal life depends upon beli(}ving on the Lord 
Jesus Clw~t1 jl.lld the man ~o surrenders his 
right to ~~lJc~:ve, surrendera~lli:fe. Says tho 
scripture, ·l'~ith tl)e -:Mini! I serve .the law of 
God." ,A. 1llMl . who sunrenders h'is right to be-

lieve, surrenders God. Consequently no man, no 
association, or organization of men, can ever 
rightly ask of_any man a surrender bf his right 
to believe. Every man has the right, so far as 
organizations of men are concerned, to believe as 
he pleases; and that right, so long as he is a Prot
estant, so long as he is a Christian, yes, so long as 
he is a man, he never can surrender, and he never 
will. 

The United States is the first and only Govern
ment in history that is hased on the principle es
tablished by Christ. In article VI. of the N a
tiona} Constitution, this nation says, that "No re
religious test shall be required· as a qualification 
to any office or public trust under the United 
States;" and by an amendment making more cer
tain the adoption of the principle, it declares 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an es
tablishment of religion, nor prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.'' This first amendment was 
adopted in 1789, by the first Congress that ever 
met under the Constitution. In 1796 a treaty 
was made with Tripoli, in which it was declared, 
Art. II., that "The Government of the United 
States of America is not in any sense founded on 
the Christian religion." This treaty was framed 
by an ex-Congregationalist clergyman, and was 
signed by President '\V ashington. It was not out 
of disrespect to religion or Christianity that these 
clauses were placed in the Constitution, and that 
this one w:as inserted in that treaty; on the con
trary, it was entirely on account of their respect 
for religion, and the Christian religion in partic
ular, as being beyond the proviuce of civil govern
ment, pertaining solely to the conscience, and rest
ing entirely · with the individual and God. It 
was because of this that this nation was constitu
tionally established, according to the principle of 
Christ demanding of men only that they render 
to Cresar that which is Cresar's, and leaving them 
entirely free to render to God that which is God's 
if they choose, as they choose, and when they 
choose. Or, as expressed by Washington him
self, in reply to au address upon the subject of re
ligious legislation :-

"Every man who conducts himself as a good 
citizen is accountable alone to God for his relig
ious faith, and should be protected in worshiping 
God according to the dictates of his own con
science." 

We cannot more fittingly conclude this point 
than with the following tribute of George Ban
croft to this principle, as embodied in the words 
of Christ, and in the American Constitution:-

"In the earliest states known· to history, f!iOV
ernment and' religion were one and indivisible. 
Eaeh state 1i.ad its special deity, and of these pro
tectors, one after the other might be overthrown 
in battle, never to rise again. The Peloponn~sian 
war grew out of a strife about an oracle. Rome, as 
it sometimes adopted into citizenship those whom 
it vanquished, introduced in like manner, and 
with good logic for that day, the worship of their 
gods. No one thought of vindicating religion for 
the conscience of the individual, till a voice in 
Judea, breaking day for the greatest epoch in the 
life of humanity by establishing a pure, spiritual, 
and universal religion for all mankind, enjoined to 
render to Cresar only that which is Cresar's. The 
rule was upheld during the infancy of the gospel 
for all men. ND sooner was this religion adopted 
by the chief of the RoJPan Empire, than it was 
shorn of its character ot' universality, and en
thralled by an unholy connection with the unholy 
st.ate; and so it continued till the new nature, the 
least defiled with the barren scoffings of the eigh
teenth century, the most general believers in Chris
tianity of any people of that age, the chief oar of 
the reformation in its pure forms, when it came to 
establish a government for the United States,' re
fused to treat faith as a matter to be regulated by 

a corporate body, or having a headship in a mon-
arch or a state. . 

"Vindicating the right of individuality even in 
religion, and in religion above all, the new nation 
dared to set the example of accepting in its rela- · 
tions to God the principle first divinely ordained 
of God in Judea. It left the management of tem
poral things to the temporal power; but the Am r
ican Constitution, in harmony with the people of 
the several States, withheld from the Federal Gov
ernment the power to invade the home of reason, 
the citadel of conscience, the sanctuary of the 
soul; and not from indifference, but that the infi
nite !!pirit of eternal truths might move in its free
dom and purity and power."-History of the For
mation of the Constitution-Last Chapter. 

Thus the Constitution of the United States, as 
it stands, is the sole monument of all history re
presenting the principle that Christ established 
for earthly government. And under it, in lib
erty, civil and religious, in enlightment, and in 
progress, this nation has deservedly stood as the 
beacon light tq all other nations for a hundred 
years. 

Whoever, therefore, attempts to amend that 
Constitution so as to connect it in any way with 
any religion, not only attempts to subvert the 
C~mstitution, but also to subvert the principles es-
tablished by our Lord Jesus Christ. A. T. J. 

A Sign of the Times. 

THE Christian Statesman of November 29 had 
an article copied from the Christian Intelligencer, 
about the amount of business done by photograph
ers on Sunday. Following are a few paragraphs 
from it, which will serve to show the drift of senti
ment in regard to such labor:-

,,It is hardly probable that the Christian people 
of this city are aware of the extent to which the 
Sabbath is violated by the photographers. Many 
of the principal galleries are filled .with waiting 
patrons, and their largest business is done on the 
Sabbath. · 

"The famous galleries, although not exactly open 
to the public, are ready to make appointments, and 
prefer that day to execute the pictures of the pop
ular actors, singers, etc. 

"And most of the small places, after passing a 
dull week, expect to make up on the Sunday busi
ness enough to give them a profit over the week's 
expenses. . 

"There is a wholesome law against this transact
ing business on the holy day, but it is not enforced. 

"A few years ago an attempt was made to close 
up the violators of the Sabbath, but it was not 
successful, and several of the prominent men in 
that eflort, seeing no remedy, now keep open, and 
find their purses better filled, their bank account 
much larger, and their credit much better with the 
stock dealer. Now in view of this truthful state
ment, what is the duty of the Christian public in 
this matter? " 

The article carries with it its own answer to the 
last question, that is, from the standpoint of the_ 
Statesman and the Intelligencer. 

The plainly implied demand is that such busi
ness should be stopped by law. And this indi
cates to what l~gths the instigators of the Sunday
law movement will go when they have secured 
the legislation which they want, and have the 
power in their hands. It shows .that a system of 
espionage will be inaugurated, and that nobody's 
privacy will be sacred from the prying intrusion 
of the minions of such an iniquitous law. 

There is no business that is conducted with 
more quietness than the business of photography. 
Nothing is less calculated to disturb Jmblic wor
ship or private devotion. Even a monk in his 
cloister could not be disturbed by the business of 
a photographer next door, if he were not informed 
of its proximity. 

'\Vhen the phot.ographer may be arrested for 
quietly conducting his work in an upper room on 
Sunday, then no person will be exempt. Some 
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tealous individual, anxious for political prefer
ment, will find out that the merchant is in his 
prh·ate office on Sunday, looking over his ledger, 
and forthwith the merchant will be arrested. · 
Th!,~ lady who takes in sewing may be arrested 
for making button-holes or fitting a .garment 
in her back parlor, on Sunday. The literary man 
who writes for hire may be arrested for quietly 
working at his desk on Sunday. In short, from 
such a wholesale stoppage of Sunday wol'lr as is 
desired. by the Statesrnan, the Intelligencer, and 

'all who may be classed as National Reformers, it 
will be but a step to the arresting of every citizen 
who is found away from church on Sunday, unless 
detained by sickness. That this is not an exag
gerated conclusion is evident from the statement 
of Dr. Herrick Johnson, that he longed for the 
breath of the Puritan, for the Puritan Sabbath; 
and this is just what was done in the days of the 
Covenanters and Puritans. Robert W odrow, a 
Scotch ecclesiastical historian, of whom it is said 
that his " veracity was above suspicion," and of 
his writings, that " no historical facts are better 
ascertained than the accounts to be 
found in W odrow," makes the following state
ment concerning the methods used to secure at
tendance at clmrch :-

"It is thocht expedient that ane baill~ewith tua 
of the session pas throw the towne evene Sabbath 
day and nott sic as they find absent fra the ser
mo~es ather afoir or efter none ; and for that effect 
that they pas and serch.e sic houss as they think 
riwist meit.'"-Selcctions f1·om the Records of the 
Kirk Session, Presbytery, and Synod of Aberdeen. 

In modern English this is as follows:-
" It is thought expedient that one bailiff with 

two of the session pass through the town every 
Sabbath day, and note such as they find absent 
from the sermons either before or after noon ; and 
fvr that effect that they pass and search such 
houses as they think most meet." 

In his " Collections" he says: " The session 
allows the searchers to go into houses, and appre
hend absents froni the kirk.'' Now when one of 
the great cries fi>r a Sunday law is .because people 
do not go to church, and when the only ground 
for stopping a photographer from working in the 
seclusion of his own room, could be. that he was 
staying from church and at least inviting others 
to do so, the conclusion is inevitable that when 
the clitmorers for a Sunday law get what they 
want, they will make no scrupJe of going into any 
house where they have reason to suspect that any
body is working on Sunday, and arresting the oc
cupants. 

Are we not warranted in saying that the liber
ties of the American people are in danger? Is it 
not high time that the people were awakening to 
the alarming growth of the religious legislation 
evil ? Whu will protest against the degeneracy 
of Protestantism? E. J. w. 

Showing. Its Parentage. 

IN the (Detroit) Christian Herald's brief re
port of the National Sunday Convention at Wash· 
ington, the President, Col. Elliott F. Shepard, is 
reported as having said that "Congress and the 
law-making powers in this country have virtually 
repealed the fourth commandment." By this he 
of course referred to the failure to enforce Sun
day observance. . It is not our intention to make 
any argument on what is plain enough without, 
namely, that Sunday and the fourth command
ment have nothing whatever to do with each 
4>ther; that we pass for the present. But taking 
him on his supposition, that repealing the fourth 

commandment would affect Sunday, we wish to 
point out sharply the position which the National 
Sunday Union .proposes to assume. Note well 
the following:- "' 

Allowing that the failure to enact laws com
pelling people to keep Sunday, or the repealing 
of those already in existence, is a virtual repeal 
of the fourth commandment, then it follows that 
in their efforts to secwe the enactment and en
forcement of such laws, they are working for the 
re-enactment of the fourth commandment. Is 
not that a logical conclusion? Certainly it is. 
and Colonel Shepard, as the representative of 
the Union, would. admit it. Then mark this 
point:-

It was the Lord Jehovah who spoke the fourth 
commandment, with the other nine, from Sinai. 
It was God who enacted that law. Therefore 
the National Sunday Union, consisting of the 
National Reform Association, the Women's Chris
tian Temperance Union, and various religioJJ,s 
organizations, in proposing to re-enact the fourth 
commandment, is proposing to put itself in the 
place· of God. Not only so, but it is putting 
itself above God, by assumilig that it is more 
competent to vindicate his law than he is himself. 
In this it is showing itself a true child ~f the 
Papacy; that "man of sin," the "son of perdition, 
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that 
is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he 
as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God." Is not the likeness 
perfect? In other words, Is it not trying to 
make of this nation an image of the Papal beast? 

E. J. W. 

Some Questions and Answers. 

ONE who is interested in the work of the SEN
TINEL asks the following questions, to which we 
append replies:-

" Do you hold that the basis of your religion is 
to serve God~" . 

The object of our religion is to serve God. Its 
basis is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
that faith implies. 1 Cor. 3: 11. 

"Do you reco~nize and acknowledge the fact, 
that every blessmg secured for the well-being of 
humanity is so much towards serving the will of 
God~ Or, do you consider that every blessing to 
mankind is an expression of God's goodness(" 

To the first part of this compound inquiry, we 
say unqualifiedly, Yes, if it be indeed a blessing. 
But not all things are blessings which are called 
blessings. And every blessing is also an expres
sion of God's goodness, whether secured through 
man's agency or not. 

''Do you believe that to neglect to discharge a 
plain duty is wrong?" 

Most certainly; "to him that knoweth to do 
good and doeth it not, to him it is sin." J as. 4: 
1~ . 

"Do you think that a passive consent to our 
present liquor traffic is a sin against Gbd and a 
crime against humanity?" 

A passive consent to any evil is sin against 
God. It is sin because it is a violation of the 
principle, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self." But the liquor traffic is a crime only as it 
violates human laws. A passive consent to the 
violation of State laws would be a" crime. But 
it would not necessarily be sin. The law itself 
might be sinful, as were the laws of Nebuchad
nezzar and Darius (Dan. 3 and 6); yet it was a 
crime against the State to violate them. The 
worldlings, the covetous, the licentious, the hypo
crites, are all sinners; but just as long as they re-

frain from violating State law, they are not crim
inal. Sin has reference to tl)e moral law of Go(} 
alone, and extends even to motive, intention, and 
cherished thought. But crime pertains to overt 
act alone against the law of a State. Therefore 
sin need not be criminal, neither need crime be 
sinful. If the present liquor traffic is in the 
bounds of law, it is not crime, yet we are free to 
say that it ought by law to be made a crime. It 
certainly is evil and only evil. 

''Do you feel it fthe liquor traffic] to be one such 
of· mnch consequence?" 

vV e do. It numbers its victims by myraids. 
''Why do you, as men professing temperance, 

morality, and Christianity, claiming to fear God 
and to keep his commandments, array yourselves 
against and oppose the humane and beneficent 
cause of temperance and prohibition?" 

The SENTINEL has no opposition to the benefi- · 
cent cause of temperance and prohibition. It 
has advocated both from its beginning. But it 
is not partisan. It belongs to no party. It has 
not been established to support the Prohibition 
Party, or any other political party, but to defend 
the religious rights and liberties of American 
citizens, and to warn them of the dangers that 
now menace them. It is stren.uously and per
sistently opposed to religious legislation in any 
form, whether in comiection with temperance or 
otherwise. Yet this is what the leaders in the 
Prohibition ·party and Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union are endeavoring to do. Prin· 
ciples which, if crysta.lized into law, would de
stroy the religious liberty of t.his country, are 
found embodied in the State and national plat
forms of both these parties, and are declared, over 
and over again, to be among the objects for 
which these parties are striving. The logical 
outcome of these principles, if embodied in law, 
is a reproduction of the persecution of the Dark 
Ages and the Inquisition, with all their evils. These 
principles we oppose wherever found. The fact 
that they are connected with temperance and 
prohibition principle::;, and that good men, mor
ally and socially, favor them, makes them all the 
more potent for evil. The encroachments on 
religious rights in the first centuries were, in 
many respects, less marked and pronounced than 
we now see and hear in the National Reform and 
Prohibition par ies a~:d \V oman's Christian Tem
perance Union. But those led to the Papacy; 
these, if their object is reached, will form an 
image to the Papacy. \Vhen the Prohibition 
party is willing to renounce its position as re
gards all religious questions, be assured it will 
1(1eet no opposition from the SENTINEL. But we 
do not propose to support one good thing, un
cw:tain in itself, and thereby bring a certain 
train of · evils as great as it seeks to cure, or 
greater. \Ve cannot "do evil that good may 
come." "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap." M. c. w. 

The Real Point of Conflict. 

WILL it be permitted those who religiously 
differ with the Sunday law, when it is enacted. 
to construe its wording: "The Lord's day the 
Christian Sabbath," and "the first-day of the 
weeJ,," to mean one day in seven and no definite 
day in particular; a law enacted simply to secure 
a weekly rest one day in seven, each week? \Vill 
the courts, the ministers, and the churches, allow 
of such construction of the wording of their Sab· 
bath law? and if not, why not? . This argument 
is used by the two latter classes, to those who in
sist on the literal rendering of the Babb~th law, 
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given by Jehovah hi,mselffrom Sinai, which reads, 
"the seventh day is the Sabbath." _"But ah!" 
they say: "that expression, the seventh day, does 
not mean the definite seventh day, but one day 
in seven. So you are at liberty to rest on Sun
day or any other day. Now if this argument is 
valid when reasoning in reference to the -law of 
God,- why would it not be when discussing-the 
laws of men? 

But they tell us: "t~e definite day prescribed 
in the law must be insisted upon, or the whole law 
will be subverted, and general confusion will result. 
So say we of the law of God. And thus it appears 
that they and we agree perfectly upon the read
ing ·and application of the laws, af\d that the 
whole point of difference arises between us in ref
·erence to which law we are loyal to,j ust as it reads
.the Ia w of God or law the of man." And so the real 
point of conflict, they themselves being the judges, 
:and their line of argument the will, is between the 
two laws. G. B. STARR. 

Who Are Working for the Sunday Law. 

OuR National Reform friends, and all who 
are laboring so zealously to secure a Sunday 
law, have a good deal to say about our opposition 
to such a law. They accuse us of joining with 
infidels, and with those who are not in harmony 
with law and order and good goverp.ment. As a 
matter of fact, we have not joined with anybody 
in our opposition to Sunday laws. We are 
against such laws, because we know that the 
State has no right to legislate concerning matters 
of religion, and because we know that such laws are 
unjust, and oppressive, and contrary to the spirit 
of true Christianity. If anybody else sees the 
injustice of such laws, and opposes their passage, 
or·works against them on any grqund whatever, 
we have no objection to make. This is a free 
country yet, and will continue to be so until Na
tional Reformers secure the control of it. . We do 
not oppo c Sunday legislation by the State be
cause somebody else does; if everybody else should 
favor such laws, we should oppose them just the 
same. 

But we cannot see that National Reformers 
are in a position to denounce us very much be- . 
cause we oppose the same thing that men do who 
are not Christians. On the ground that people 
who live in glass houses should not throw stones, 
it becomes them to be cautious. In the L·utheran 
Observer's enthusiastic report o(the Sunday Con
vention held in Washington, we find this state
ment:-

" The church in which the convention was held 
was festooned with petitions from probably ten 
millions of people, representing Protestant <11nd 
Papal churches, labor unions, saints, and sinners." 
· No truer statement was ever made than this 

last. We venture the assertion. that if the facts 
-could be known, it would appear that the sin
ners outnumbered the saints in the proportion 
.of ten to one. Yet the saints (?) who are engi
neering the Sunday movement are perfectly will
ing and very anxious to receive the co-operation 
of those very sinners, while they encleavor to heap 
contempt on us because some who do not profess 
to be,Christians happen to oppose their work. 
Truly, consistency is a jewel not found among 
National Reformers or their allies. 

The Congregationalist, also, in its issue of De
~Cember 20, 1888, said of this effort to secure· 
Sunday legislation:-

'.'A thing to be noted specially is.that the move
ment affords ground for, and already has secured 
<lt a large degree, the support of many who _work 
for purely secular ends." 

They claim to be doing gospel work, and yet 
they bid for the support of those who have no in
terest in the gospel, but who work from professedly 
selfish motives. Polluk describes one who stole · 
the livery of the court of Heaven to serve the 
devil in. This looks to us very much like stealing 
the devil's tools to serve the Lord with. Any
thing to win l seems to be their motto. It is a 
common saying, that politics makes strange bed
fellows, a1ld National Reform politics differ in no 
respect from the nile. • E. J. w. · 

True Words. 

IN commenting upon the late. address of the 
Pope to the Sacred College, the .Christian Oracle 
(Chicago) says:-

" If there js anything clearly taught in the New 
Testament, it is the distinction between the State 
and -the Church, the kingdoms of this world and 
the kingdom of Christ. Nothing has so tended to 
weaken the power and influence of the cross of 
Christ as the assumptions of temporal power by 
those whose btlsiness it is to .look after the things 
allotted to them. · 

These are true words, but their full force is 
probably not realized, even by the men who 
pem;:wd them. Certain it is, that thousands in 
our land to-day who suppose that they are op
posed to all union of civil and ecclesiastical 
power, are aiding and abetting the very movement 
which, if successful, will surely result in the es
tablishment of a system modeled after the Pa
pacy. Should the Blair Amendment, which pro
vides that the principles of the Christian religion 
shall be taught in the public scnools of our land, 
become a law, some tribunal 1p.ust decide what 
constitutes the principles of the Christian relig
ion; and what will that be but the establishment 
of an American Papacy? 

It ·is true that "nothing has so tended to 
weaken the power and influence of the cross of 
Christ as the assumption of temporal power" by 
religious teachers; and yet, knowing this, the 
clergy of our own land are striving after civil 
power· to-day as never before. TJw present al
most universal demand on the part of the popu
lar ministry for religious legisbtion, will .also 
greatly "tend to weaken the power u,Jl(l influence 
of the cross of Christ;" but it will greatly 
strengthen the political influence of the churches 
and of the ministers, and that is why they arc 
clamoring for it. 

Not Conscietlce, but Bigotry. 

ONE thing that must strike every one who fol
lows the Sunday-law agitation, is the complaint 
that it is made about the laxness of Sunday observ
ance on the. part of church members. We have 
listened to several sermons and Sunday-law 
speeches, and in every instance it was declared 
that church members are largely responsible for 
the neglect of Sunday. In the January number 
of Our Day, Professor Ballantine, of Oberlin Col
lege, has an article on Sunday travel in the 'West, 
which turns out to be an account of h~w eastern 

. tourists, who are church members, use Sunday 
for sight-seeing when they are in the West. 
It is a well-known fact that the first Sunday train 
into Bostoa was run at the request of the minis
ters and church people of that city. And even 
the good women of the W. C. T. U. call loudly 
for a Sunday law in order that they may be 
prevented from ·making the Sunday a day of hi
larity and dissipation. 

This being the case,. why is it that a general 
Sunday law is wanted? Why impose a law on 

those whose conscience forbids them to rest on 
Sunday in order to make others rest, "according 
to the dictates of their own conscience?" It looks 
very much like putting B into jail because A is a 
thief. "\V e can't understand such a procedure. 

Now, we have no objection to. offer if any 
church, as a church, shall make laws to compel 
its members to keep Sunday. We would not 
raise the slightest objection if all the churches 
should combine and pass a law that all their 
members shall keep Sunday, no matter how se
-vere they make the penalty. "\Vhat we object to 
is, their passing laws to make people keep Sunday 
who do not accept their form of religion, and 
then getting the State to enforce their church 
laws. If those who profess to have a conscience 
in the matter of Sunday observance would only 
act according to that conscience, they wo.uld not 
be troubled in their Sunday rest. The trouble is, 
that what they call conscience, is bigotry, which 
may be defined as one person's conscience for 
somebody else. 

------~~~--------
Sinful and Tyrannical. 

IN the year 1785, Thomas Jefferson said: ''To 
compel a man to furnish contributions of money 
for the propagation of opinions which he disbe
lieves, is sinful and tyrannical." Well, the Blair 

· Educational bill proposes to do this very thing. 
Section two provides that each State "shall estab
lish and maintain" free public schools, in which, 
along with "the coll1mon branches of knowled15e," 
shall he taught "the principles of the Christian 
religion." Section four declares, "That Congress 
shall enforce this Article by legislation when nec-
essary." That is. to say, should any State, or all 
the States, decide not to establish and maintain 
such schools, the National Government can com
pel them to. Or in other words, the Jew and the 
free thinker can be forced to "furnish contribu
tions of money for the propagation of opinions 
which they cannot indorse. · According to the 
above J efforsonian doctrine, this would be "sinful 
and tyrannical." 

A man is taxed to support institutions in 
which are taught principles he docs not believe. 
He does not believe in the Christian religion, 
yet he must help to financially support it It 
would be as just to tax him to support the church 
and ministry, because their mission is to teach 
the Christian religion-the same as the Blair 
scheme. On the same principle a man could be 
taxed to support Sunday-schools, as their work is 
to teach "the principles of the Christian religion." 

The proposed measure is a high-handed out
rage upon American citizens, and the proposition 
ought to be treated with the contempt it so richly 
deserves. Should there come before Congress a 
proposal to establish free public schools, in which 
should be taught the principles· of Paine and In
gersoll, what a howl of indignation would go up· 
from Senator Blair and his friends all over the 
land, and with what zeal would they protest; and 
this would be right. Civil government has no right 
to legislate upon the people, atheism and infidel
ity, Judaism nor Christianity. The powers that 
be may not recognize a man as an atheist, or a 
dei~t, or a Mohammedan, or a Jew, or a Christian, 
but as a citizen. Congress cannot legislate in 
favor of religion or irreligion, heathenism or 
Christianity. It has nothing to do with such 

·subjects. It cannot legislate against the Jew and 
the infidel, nor in favor of the Christian and his 
religion, and vice versa. Civil government has 
to do with civil affairs, not religious. 

N. J. BOWERS. 
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IN THE HEART OF THE SIE.RRAS contains nearly 600 pages, with 160 illustrations, 60 being full· 
ago and 28 of which are a:rtotypes, and alone are worth the price of the book. This work was written by 
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institutions, and usages on an undeniable legal basiq 
in the fundamental law- of the land.'' While there 
are many persons in this country who are opposed 
to, or look with suspicion upon, this movement, there 
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influence of this amendment would be. The object 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL wiil be to Vindicate the 
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NoT~;.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
fdend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the satne. 

--.c===== 
A GENTLEMAN in Bancroft, lowa., in renewing 

his subscription to the AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
says: "God bless the efforts of the SENTINEL: If 
it does not meet with much reward in this world, ' 
I feel quite sure that God will openly reward it in 
the next. I have been a subscriber fl>r two years, 
and would not do without the SENTINEL. I am 
circulating a petition in the interest of religious 
liberty; am doing it for the love I have for free
dom in this respect." Many similar words of en
couragement come to us. In return we say, God 
bleos the army of workers for the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL and true religious liberty, and may 
their numbers increase many fold. 

IN speaking of our public-school system, the 
Catholic Telegram says: _:__ 

"It will be a glorious day for Catholics in this 
·~ountry when, under the law of justice and moral
Ity, our school system shall be shivered to pieces." 

Then of course Roman Catholics ought to favor 
the Blair ,Amendment Bill, for if that will not 
shiver our system of public free schools, we know 
not what will. Then in that glorious day, in the 
rivalry w11ich will come between the infidel and 
the Christian elements, the Catholics will hold the 
balance of power, and so be able to dictate }ust 
what "principles of the Christian religion" will 
be taught in our schools; as provided by the Blair 
Amendment. But all men may not be able to 
indorse what Rome ca}ls_Christian. And so legal 
persecution will follow. 

~WILL all who write to the AMERICAN 
SENTINEl, please make a note of the following? 
When you write matter designed for publication, 
or_ send questions .or any other matter for the edi
tor, address your envelope to" Editor AMBRICAN 
SENTINEL." If you send in subcriptions, or write 
only on business, address only "AMERICAN SEN
TINEL." If you have both business and corre
spondence, and do not wish to send tivo separate 
packages, put the business on a sheet by itself, 
and the matter for the editor on another sheet. 
The business offices and the editorial rooms are 
some distance apart, and a little care on your part 
will save us much in.convenience. Besides, each 
department wishes to keep on file, for reference, all 
matter that comes to it; but this cannot be done 
when business and correspondence are put upon 
one sheet. Please don't forget this. 

TnE National Reformers have a great deal to 
~ay about American institutions, the American 
Sunday, etc.; but the fact is, the movement is 
wholly un-American. In a speech the other day, 
the editor of Free Thought made the following 
point, which we think is exceedingly well taken:-

"Constantine, the Roman Emperor, who lived 
over tl1ree hundred years aftRr Christ, first insti-. 
tuted the observance of Sunday as the sacred 
day-the, Sabbath; and we of the nineteenth 
century are compelled to adjourn the celebra
tion of our national anniversary, the fourth · of 

July, when it comes upon a Sunday,in r~cogni- / 
tion of Constantine's Sabbath; and every time 
we do so, our flag is trailed in the dust before 
the Roman emperor. We want our rights re
spected." 

The whole National Reform movement is but 
an effort to Romanize America. There is only 
one error in the above, and that is, that Constan
tine instituted the observance of Sunday as a sa
cred day. Although he issued the first law that 
over existed in regard to Sunday, its observance 
as a sacred day was unknown till long after Con
stantine's time. His law was like the one which 
the National Reformers want ; it was not designed 
to make men vel'y religious, only to make some 
of them appear so outwardly. 

JANUARY 17 was petition day in the United 
States Senate. On that day petitions from citi
zens of twenty-one States, two Territories, and the 
District of Columbia, wore presented by various 
Senators. In fact the whole number of signa
tures........:professedly about 14,000,000- were pre
smfted, ~nd the petitions were "referred to the Com
mittee on Education and Labor. Of course the 
fact that the Senators presented the petitions from 
their respective States, proves nothing whatever 
as to their standing on the matter. But there 
was one man who did not propose to be, by any 
remote construction, identified with the thing de
sired by the petitioners. · That was Senator Rid
dleberger, of Virginia. Said he:-

" I present c a petition of citizens of Virginia, 
containing 1,851 individual signatures, in favor 
of a National Sunday rest law. I take it for 
granted it is the same as the other Senators here 
have presented, because of the red covering; and 
I present it recognizing the right of petition, but 
in presenting it I want to state what other Sena
tors have not done, my unqualified opposition to 
any such legislation." 

It is refreshing to know that some are not 
prevented by weak sentimentalism from speaking 
out their honest convictions. It is an enc.ourag
ing fact, also, that Senator Riddleberger is one of 
the Committee on Education and Labor, to which 
these petitions are referred. 

AT the recent meeting held in Washington by 
sectarian delegates from nearly every State in the 
Union, to promote the scheme for establishing a 
national Sunday, or, in other words, enforcing by 
legislative . enactment a Christian Sunday upon 
the people of the United States, great unanimity 
prevailed among the delegates upon the subject. 
Strong objectionsr however, were made by repre
sentatives of the Seventh-day Adventists, who wor
ship on the ordained Sabbath, as do the Jews. A 
learned rabbi also entered a powerful protest, but . 
as the opponents are a .mere handful; and the 
supporters of the movement are numbered by 
hundreds of thousands, the voice of the former 
may be said to have been scarcely heard. This 
device for a Christian Sabbath, it seems to us, is 
but another scheme of the powerful body of fanat
ics who are making herculean efforts to have the 
Constitution of the United States so amended as 
to recognize our Government as a Government 
purely Christian in its character, with Jesus 
Christ as the ruler of the nation. ·when we con
template these things, ·and also remember that 
our common schools are being assailed by the 
most aggressive and powerful religious sect in the 
land, well we may exclaim, with the immortal 
Washington, that "eternal vigilance is the price 
ofliberty."-The J:,ewish Times and Observer. 

A Word to Advertisers. 

FoR the four months ending January 2, 1889, 
the AMEJUCAN SENTINEL enjoyed an average 
weelcly circulation of over 25,000 copies. 

Circulation for week of January 9, 27,320 
copies; for January 16, 29,870 copies; for Janu
ary 23, 28,300 copies; for January 30, 29,645 
copies ; for last 'Yeek, over RO,OOO copies. 

Advertising rates made known upon applica
tion to our branch offices-43 Bond Street, New 
York; 18 Post Street, San Francisco; or AllmR
!CAN SENTINEL, corner Twelfth and Castro 
Streets, Oakland, California. 

Notice to Subscribers. 

ON account of the SENTINEL becoming a weekly, 
it necessitates a change of date on the address 
label of many of those who subscribed for ~ . 
monthly paper, and only expected to receive 
twelve numbers in a year. But we will send you 
twenty or more numbers, and let your subsc1·iption 
expire June 26, instead of December, 1889. 
Those who have just subscribed will get twice as 
many papers as they expected to receive; but, as 
the paper is now issued weekly, it necessarily 
shortens the time of yearly subscriptions to six 
months, or changes the date on your label from 
December to June. 

Subscriptions dated March, 1889, expire with 
this paper. Those whose subscriptions are dated 
April, 1889. will receive two more papers; so 
please renew at once, and thus avoid missing any 
number. The subscription price is now, for the 
weekly, $1.00 per year; or, if you will send us jive 
new subscriptions, at $1.00 each, we will send 
you the weekly AMERICAN SENTINEL, one year, 
free. 

Subscriptions dated April, 1889, Will expire 
with the paper of February 27; those dated May, 
1889, with the paper of March 13; th<;>se of June, 
1889, with paper of 1\Iarch 27; those of Decem
ber, ] 889, with the paper of June 26, 1889. 

VIEWS OF NA 'TIONAL REFORM. 
P.ACK.AGE NO. 1, 184 PAGES, 20 CENTS. 

Trns'Package contains thirteen tracts treating U])on·the 'Va.-
rious phases of the National Reform movement, as follows:-
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8. The Salem Witchcraft, ....... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 8 
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10. National Reformed Constitution and the American 
Hierarchy, .. :. . . . ............... c ••••••••••••••••• 24 

11. The ~epublic oflsrael, .. :. . . . . .. . . c.. . .. ; . . . . .. . . . 8 
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WHAT other nations call religious toleration, 
we call religious rights. They are not exercised 
in virtue of governmental indulgence, but as 
rights, of which Government cannot deprive any 
of its citizens, however small. Despotic ·power 
may invade these rights, but justice still confirms 
them."_:_Senator Rt"chard M. Johnson, 1829. 

CHRISTIANITY is much more disparaged by 
·being confounded with dragooning apostles, holy 
wars, and penal statutes, than by all the jests, 
quirks, and slanders with which profane witlings 
have assailed it. But how do they read the New 
Testament, who confound things so unlike to each 
other? Light has as much to do with darkness, 
as the genius of Christianity has with that of in
tolerance.-Thomas Clarke. 

THERE are more anomalies in this Sunday-law 
business than a Philadelphia lawyer could study 
out in a life time. They tell us that a Sunday 
law is needed in order to give working men a 
day of rest; and then they tell us that their Sun
day law is simply a temperance measure, to close 
up the saloons on the day when everybody is 
idle. Queer, isn't it? In changing its color to 
suit circumstances, Sunday-law : argument dis
counts the chameleon, by long odds. 

THE following we quote, italics and all, from 
"Neander's History of the Christian Religion__and 
Church":-

" If the reign of Constantine bears witness that 
the State which seelcs to advance Christiani'y by 
the wordly means at ·its command, may be tlw oc
casion of more injury to this holy cause than the 
earthly power which opposes it with whatever vir
ulence, this truth is still more clearly demon
strated by the reign of his successor Constan
tius."- Vol1~me 2, Section 1, Page 81. 

It would he a good thing if National Reform
ers would study church history for a little while. 

. THE Christian Statesman says that the Blair 
Bills, "involve the principles of National Chris
tianity." ·Well, that's all that they had in Con
stantine's time, and in the centuries following. 
Christianity is simply the Christian religion. · An 
organized company of professors of Christianity 

constitutes a local church. So when Christianity 
shall become national, -when the Nations shall, 
through its laws, profess Christianity,-we shall 
have simply a National Church, nothing more 
nor less. There was never in this world a more 
complete union of Church and State than would 
result from the adoption of the measures proposed 
by Senator Blair. 

A GENTLEMAN in Ohio, a county official, in 
returning a list of signatures to the petition re· 
monstrating against the passage of the Blair bill, 
says: "There would be no trouble here in our 
place to find enough signers to fill another such 
petition. The citizens, with myself, feel fully sat
isfied to let well enough alone, many having ex
pressed themselves satisfied with the wisdom of 
of our forefathers, in giving to us a Constitution 
insuring religious liberty to all." There are thou
sands of others throughout the country who feel 
just the same way.· --------·-----

A Tangible Object. 

THE following letter was received from a gen
tleman in the State of New York. We print it 
entire, in order that all who have similar ideas 
may: receive the benefit of our reply:-

EDITOR OF SENTINEL :-Dear Si1·: Someone is 
kind enough to send your paper to me. In it I 
find much to admire, but some things which to my 
mind militate against your general object-the cor
rection of existing evils in society. 

I believe there is such a thing as the true church 
of Christ; but that it is not the Roman Catholic, 
nor the Greek, nor the Protestant Episcopal, nor 
the Methodist Episcopal, nor the Presbyterian, nor 
the Baptist, nor the Congregational, nor any other 
humanly constituted organization; but that it has 
in its membership all true believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their present Saviour from sin, and 
who, by virtue of his faith, are saved, regenerated, 
made new creatures in him, and who, conse
quently, are living out his life among men. This 
body of people, for they are ''one body," I believe 
to be the "little stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands," which, increasing in magnitude 
with an ever-accelerated momentum, is to subdue 
all opposed to it, until it fills and rules the whole 
earth. Of the rule of such a church, there must be 
no fear. 

Human laws and institutions must, therefore, 
more and more conform to the divine, as this 
divinely constituted church goes forward in its 
mission of subduing and assimilating all things to 
its own likeness. Already as the divine law pro
hibits theft, and adultery, and murder, etc., so also 
do our human laws. And quite recently we have 
conformed our human Constitution to the divine in 
making it repeat the command, "Let the oppressed 
go free." And now again the nation is rising up 
to prohibit that which, legalized as it now is, 
virtually legalizes theft, and adultery, and murder, 
and every other abomination which only men 
under the influence of strong drink are capable of; 
thus giving a new and most striking evidence of 
the purpose and power of the "little stone" to sub
due all things to itself. 

This result achieved, and the final conquest will 
he near at hand; for the little demons, seeing their 
great leader slain, will take to their heels and fly 

away, leaving the field in possession of its rightful 
Lord and Law-Giver, and the universal shont shall 
g,o up,_"Allelujah, t~e Lord omnipotent reigneth. 
'Ihe kmgdoms of this world are become the king
doms of our Lord and of his Christ." 

Our correspondent is mistaken in his suppo
sition that the "'general object" of the SEN'riNEJ, 
is "the correction of existing evils in society." 
This is not its object; it lias never contemplated 
so impossible a task. Its sole object is, as stated 
in its prospectus, "the defense of American insti
tutions, the preservation of the United States 
Constitution as it is, so far as regards religion or 
religious tests, and the maintenance of human 
rights, both civil and religions." This is the sole 
work of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. There are 
plenty of papers devoted wholly to showing the 
evils of intemperance, and to working in other 
lines of reform; but the SENTINEL is compara
tively alone in calling attention to the evils of 
religious legislation, and to the imminent danger 
which this country is in because of it. That even 
in its special field it will be able to prevent bigoted 
an"d selfish, and well-meaning but deceived men 
from passing unjust and oppressive laws, its 
editors are not vain enough to imagine; their 
highest hope is, ·by warning people of impending 
danger, to arouse those who love real liberty to 
take a stand for it-to keep them from being 
taken by surprise. The work of a sentinel is to 
warn people of danger, so that they may he pre
pared to meet it. In this case, the danger to 
which we refer, is not so much that of being op
pressed by unjust laws, as it is of being a party 
to the passing and the execution of such laws. 
The man who is persecuted for conscience sake, 
is in a far better state than the man who either 
directly or indirectly contributes to that end. 

As to the existing evils in society, we have no 
idea that they will ever be corrected until the end 
of the world. Our correspondent has stated a 
view that is quite generally accepted, namely, 
that the church of Christ will advance and J.n
crease in strength and numbers until it will finally 
swallow up everything, and fill the whole earth, 
and that when the church has corrected all the 
evils of society, and the world has become morally 
perfect, then the Lord himself will come and 
reign over his people. This is essentially the 
National Reform view, for it has been declared 
that the triumph of National Reform would be 
the ushering in of the millennium. The National 
Reform view differs from the one that has been 
taught in the past, only in the way that the mil
lennium shall be brought about. It was formerly 
taught that this would be done by the preaching 
of the gospel; but National Reformers find that 
way too slow; they find that the world of vice is 
gaining ground, and that morality is losing; and 
so they propose to convert the world by an act of 
Congress and of other law-making bodies, and so 
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have it all done at once. This \liew is now super
seding the old one. It comes, therefore, strictly 
within our province to show from the Scriptures 
that such a result as they look for is chimerical in 
the highest degree. 

1. Iri the first place, it is contrary to all the 
hiRtory of the past, that all the world should ever 
be converted. It is true that the gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation, but it is only so to 
those who believe; and there is no more reason to 
suppose that all the world will believe in this age, 
than that all should believe in some past age. 
The gospel was as much the power of God unto 
salvation in the days of Noah, and of Abraham, 
and of the apostle~, as it is now, yet but very few 
of the inhabitants of the world believed in those· 
days. This is not because the gospel was at fault, 
btJt because men would not believe. If all men 
would believe, the gospel would save them from 
sin ; but it is not the work of the gospel to force 
men to believe. "Whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely," is the gospel cry; but 
the mass of mankind have ever been the willing 
servants of sin, and so their minds have been 
blinded to the glorious light of the gospel. All 
men might have been healed, both in body and 
soul, when Jesus was on earth, if they had cared 
for the simple yet glorious truths which he spoke; 
but he was compelled mournfully to say, even to 
his own people, "Ye will not come unto me, that 
ye might have life." The preaching of the apos
tles, fired as it was with the zeal of Pentecost, was 
able to turn but very few of the people of the 
world to righteousness. Are. they not presump
tuous, then, who imagine that they can accomplish 
what never has been accomplished? 

2. Jesus said to his disciples: "enter ye in at 
the strait g-ctte; for wide is the gate, and broad· is 
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat; because strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, whieh leadeth unto 
life; and few there be that find it." Matt. 7: 
13, 14. 

The reason why so few will be saved, is because 
ao few want to be, and not because of any' lack on 
the part of God or his gospel. The way to life 
is narrow; that is, there is only one way to do 
right; but the way to death is broad; for there 
are many ways of doing wrong. It is much 
easier, much more in accordance with natural in
clination to do wrong, and God has foreseen that 
most people will follow their own inclination. It 
has ever been so, and the Scriptures declare that 
it will be ·so to the end of time. 

3. PauL wrote to Timothy, and through him to 
us, as follows:-

"This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blas
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, un
holy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." 
2 Tim. 3:1-5. 

Here is a list ofsins almost identical with those 
ascribed to the ancient heathen (Rom. 1: 2~-32), 
and all are to be prevalent in the last days. 
Surely this does not look as though the church is 
to be able, either by legal or moral suasion, to 
correct the existing evils of society. 

4. We have a still stronger testimony than 
this: In Christ's discourse upon the time of his 
second coming, he said:-

"And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of man. They did 
eat, they drank, they married wives, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and theflood came 
and destroyed them all. Likewise also as it was 
in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, th'ey builded; 
but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it 
rained fire and brimstone from· heaven, and de
stroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the 
day when the Son of man is revealed." Luke 
17:26-30. 

Since the world when the Lord comes is to be 
like it '\Vas in the days of Noah and Lot, it is go
ing to grow worse instead of better, for "the men 
of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the 
Lord exceedingly" (Gen. 13: 13), and before the 
flood "God saw .that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu
ally." Gen. 6 : 5. 

If space allowed, we might add many like 
Scripture testimonies, but these are sufficient. 
The true church, as our correspondent says, is 
indeed composed of all those who truly believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and who by virtue of their 
faith in him are regenerated, and made new 
creatures; but it is not the province of the church 
to correct the evils of society. 'Vhen the church 
gets that idea, it begins to pass laws to make 
men religious, or rather, to make men act as 
thou~h they were religious, and then it ceases to 
be the church of Christ.· The church is simply 
to be a light to the world, to exhibit the character 
of Jesus. But if the church begins to use the 
civil power to carry forward its work, it ceases to 
represent Christ, for he did not do so. The gos
pel is to be preached in all the world for a, witness 
unto all nations, ~nd with that its work ceases. 
A witness is not a prosecutor, nor a judge; and 
when the existing evils of society shall be cor
rected by the destruction of them that corrupt 
the earth, the gospel will have ceased its work. 
Sentence is never pronounced nor executed until 
after the witness has finished his testimony. And 
so those who think that to punish men for . not 
serving God, is a part of the gospel, show that 
they do not know what the gospel is. They, 
cease to be ambassadors for Christ, and usurp the 
place of Christ himself, as judge. 

The few Scripture texts and arguments that 
have been given are sufficient to show the fallacy 
of the whole of our friend's letter. It is Christ 
himself, and not the church, that is the rock that 
is to grind m~n to powder. It is not by the con
version of the whole world, against their will, 
that the earth is to be made the abode of peace, 
but by the utter destruction of those who will 
not obey God. The kingdoms of this world are 
to become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ; but it is God the Father, and not the 
church, that gives them to the Son. And when 
they are given to him, it is not as converted na
tions, asking "What is the word that cometh forth 
from the Lord?" but it is as thorns fit only to be 
burnt; "reprobate silver," because the Lord hath 
rejected them, to be "broken with a rod of iron, 
and dashed in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

We would only add, in closing, that the Con
stitution of the United States is not conformed to 
the divine. If it were, we should not want it pre
served as it is. Not because we are not in har
mony with the divine constitution, but because we 
don't think men are capable of administering 
a divine constitution. The amendment prohibit-

ing slavery was in the line of simple justice be
tween men, and for the good of society. 'Ve 
believe in a divine Government, and it is our 
highest aim to .be loyal subjects of it; but we 
don't want it ·administered by human deputies, 
and w~ are glad to know that God does not rule 
by proxy, but executes his own decrees. The 
work of the SENTINEL is no less to keep people 
from laying profane hands on sacred things, than 
it is to preserve the American Constitution as it 
is; and so, while we are laboring in the interest 
of human rights, we are to the same extent labor
ing for the preservation of the purest Chris-
tianity. E. J. w. 

An Enemy in the Rear. 

THE Interior, of Jan. 24, has an article entitled, 
"Fortify the Weak Point," which strikes a blow 
at our public school system, and shows the relig
ious trend of the day toward political preferment 
and ultimate control of the Government. It 
says:-

" The swing of ·the educational pendulum 
toward secularism has proved disastrous both to 
State and Church-to the church in an alarming 
scarceness of consecrated workers; and to the 
State in an alarming increase of heartless dema
gogues-and it is time it was swinging back into 
the atmosphere of Christian morals. It may not 
bring the public schools with it; but, to succeed, 
it must produce a system of well-equipped, Chris
tian academies." 

And these academies, or intermediate schools, 
must be such "that will not divorce God in na
ture from God in redemption." And this would 
be all right, were it not designed to "run out "-so 
to speak-the public schools. The writer closes 
thus, and herein reveals his true animus:-

"Let that work be pushed with persistent en
ergy; but, in addition, let us outflank the enemy, 
and take his fortified position by tapping the pub
lic schools low down, and turning the current into 
Christian intermediate schools, thence into our 
colleges and seminaries. In that way we will be 
more likely, at last, to capture 'the powers that 
be' for religion." 

And then, woe to the heretic who dares to 
· oppose those "Christian" powers. It is Rome 
right over again. The people have been led to 
think that the Catholic Church is the only foe of 
the public school system; but this is not so. De
generate Protestantism is anxious to emulate her 
example. 

Papal Impudence. 

THE following item from Montreal, dated Jan· 
uary 11, shows the aggressive impudence of the 
Roman hierarchy in all its native ugliness:-

"A sensation in political and religious circles 
has been caused here by the action of Cardinal 
Taschereau, in demanding and receiving a place 
in Parliament equal in rank and dignity to that of 
the Lieutenant-Governor and the direct represent
ative of the Queen. Before Parliament opened, 
invitations were sent to the Cardinal and his clergy 
to be present at the formal opening yesterday. His 
Eminence replied to Coleman, usher of the Black 
Rod Hall, refusing to accept the first seat on the 
floor, which had been assigned him, demanding, as 
a right of the representative of the Pope, and ac
cording to the rules of the Church of Rome, that 
he be seated on equalitv with, and directly oppo
site the representative of the Queen. 

"The speaker of the Senate had a consultation 
with Premier Mercier, and the conclusion was 
come to that the Prince of the Church had to have 
what he demanded, or the vengeance of the Church 
would be visited· upon the heads of the Govern
ment in no light mr,nner. 

."Couriers haster.ed to inform his Eminence that 
no slight was intended, and that a provision would 
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be made for him in the Senate such as he desired. 
A throne, similar to the one upon which the Qpeen's 
representative sits, was hastily constructed, ~nd 
when the legislative body opened, the Cardmal 
and his body-guard of preJ~tes :vere seated on the 
right, and on the same ?ais w1th,the represen~a
tives of the Que.en, and duectly under the Enghsh 
royal arms, wheretheyweresaluted by ~he m~mbers 
of the Senate in consort to the salutatwns gJVen to 
the Speaker, and treated with the same considera-
tion al:l the Queen's officers were." ,. : 

Such overwhelming impudence can be equalled 
only by the toadyism of the speaker and the 
prime minister. It is very evident that Car-

.. dinal Taschereau knows verv little, and cares 
still less, about the Saviot;r's instruction to 
take the lowest place when bidden to a feast, so 
that he may be called up higher. He doesn't 
propose to take any chances; he might not be in
vited up, and so he strikes for the highest place, 
perfectly sure of his ability to keep it when he 
has gained it. 

It makes one indignant to see men so pitifully 
afraid. It would be a great relief to find some 
official with enough backbone to tell even " the 
prince of the church," that ifM didn't like the place 
!ll:lsigned him he could stay away. But then,
there is that contemptible fear of losing office. Yes, 
the Pope rules in the Queen's dominions, no less 
than in the Vatican. How long will it be before· 
his Cardinals will not permit the Queen's repre
sentatives to sit on the same level with them. 

Cannot Americans learn a lesson from this? 
Will they not be warned by such manifestations 
of Romish aggressiveness? What has been done 
in Canada may be repeated in this country. 
Would our officials meet it in any different spirit? 

The Blair Bills and National Reform. 

· THE Christian Statesman, of December 27, 
1888, in an editorial article entitled, "A Frank 
and Earnest Word to Our Friends," which is 
simply an appeal for pecuniary help, based on the 
progress of National Reform work, says:--

" Since the last annual meeting, and since the 
foregoing appeal was made, several remarkable 
events have transpired which greatly strengthen 
the argument to mcreased liberality. A bill to 
provide for the nation a National Sabbath law has 
been introduced into the Senate of the United 
States, and two important hearings in support of 
it have been held, before one of the most important 
of the Senate Committees. The•school question 
has been brought into unexpected prominence by 
stirring and remarkable controversies in Boston and 
Pittsburg; and this discus;don has also been lifted 
to the floor of the National Legislature by the pro
posed Constitutional Amendment respecting estab
lishments of religion and free public schools l Both 
of these measures involve the principles of Na
tional Christianity, and both afford such an oppor
tunity for the discussion of these principles before 
the nation as was never before known in her entire 
history. They who have eyes to see, and ears to 
hear, cannot fail to perceive the immense signifi
cance of these and similar occurences." • Note this. It is the indorsement of the Blair bills 
by the official organ of the National Reform As
soeiation. The Blair bills, says the Statesman, 
"involve the principles of National Christianity," 
whkh is what it and the National Reform 
Association desires. Therefore all who favor the 
Blair bills are in reality "National Reformers," 
although they may not have joined that Associa
tion. Let it be understood that when we speak 
of National Reformers, we include the National 
Sunday Association and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, which has also given its offi
cial indorsement of the Sunday-Rest bill, and in
deed of both. What is known as National Re
form, is a great deal larger than the National 
Reform Association. 

America or Rome, Which? 

A DISPATCH from Haverhill, Mass., dated Jan
uary 18, says:-

" The French parochial school here, of which 
Rev. Father Boucher is in charge, is in trouble 
with the City School Committee, because it does 
not comply with the law. The law is that the En
glish language must be the vehicle of instrudion 
in all schools, public or private, and that United 
States history shall form part of the curriculum. 

"In Father Boucher's school, which has two 
hundred and fifty pupils, two-third~ of the instruc
tion is in French. A French history of Canada 
takes the place of a history of the United States . 
The teachers are ignorant of the methods in vogue 
in the American public schools. 

"Father Boucher has declined to brin~ his school 
up to ,the requirements of the law. The School 
Committee have ordered the truant officers to 
carry out the law; that is, to bring into court ;~tll 
parties who send their children to the unlawful 
school. This is the first case under the law gov
erning p!iivate schools, and the case promises to be 
one of wide-spread interest~ 

This is a sample of the un-American policy ot' 
the Roman Catholic Church. Why should it be 
expected, in its schools, to follow the methods in 
vogue in American public schools, when it is Ro
man, and not American? We are saying noth
ing against individuals. There are men in the 
Catholic communion who are as loyal Americans 
as can be found in the country ; but the Catholic 
Church, as a church, is as directly opposed to ev
erything that is distinctively American, as any
thing can be. Let the Catholic Church have the 
power, and everything which has made the name 
"America" a synonym for freedom, would van
ish at once. 

It is time that the American people were be
ginning to awake to the encroachments of Roman
ism, and to the danger to our liberties. It is true 
that there is a sort of awakening, and a protest, 
but we are sure that the very ones who spoke so 
decidedly in Boston a few weeks ago, will, with 
few exceptions, sit still while Rome is gaining, in 
another guise, just what she wants. Indeed 
many of them will further her claims. How? 
Simply by working for the Blair Educational 
Amendment.bill. Let it be once conceded that 
each State should provide for religious instruc
tion in its public schools, and it will be absolutely 
impossible to prevent just such a condition of 
things as is complained of in Haverhill, Mass. 
A few words will suffice to make this plain. 

It is a well-known fact that in many States the 
Roman Catholics are more numerous tlian any 
other sect. In no less than fourteen States they 
are more numerous than all other denomina
tions combined. . In California there are more 
than four times as many Roman Catholics as 
there are Protef!tants of all denominations. Now 
if the C'onstitution shall require that the Bible 
and religion be taught in the public schools of 
each State, it is evident that that form of religion 
which has the most followers will be taught in 
the schools. If the Blair Educational Amend
ment becomes a part of our Constitution, the 
majority of the schools in California, and in 
many other States, will teach, not American his
tory, but Catholic history. 

At the National Reform Convention that was 
held in Saratoga in July, l887, it was plainly de
clared that no objections would be made tv the 
teaching of the Douay Bible-the Catholic ver
sion-in the schools where the Catholics had a 
majority. Thus the National Reform Associa
tion has committed itself. But let everybody 
know that it will be a great deal more than a 
question of what version of the Bi}Jle shall be 

used. Let the principle of religious legislation 
be once established, let it be conceded that any 
kind of religion wl1atever may be taught in the 
public schools, and Roman Catholic history and 
Roman Cath6lic methods will very soon drive 
out American teaching and American methods. 
Are the American people ready for this state of 
things? Can they calmly contemplate such a 
result? If not, let them with all their might 
oppose the National Reform movement, as it has 
taken shape in the Senate bills framed and intro
duced by Senator Blair. 

Provisions of the ·Sunday Rest Bill. 

WE are persuaded that there is a great deal of 
misunderstanding in regard to the Blair bills, not 
only among those who are opposed to religi6us 
legislation, but by those who are at least nominally 
favoring them. We have seen and heard the 
statement that the Sunday-Rest bill would, if 
it should become a law, shut down all business 
throughout the country. This is a mistake. The 
passage of the Sunday-Rest bill would have a di
rect effect upon only a comparatively small portion 
of the people of the United States, although it 
would very seriously affect them indirectly. The 
first section of that bill reads as follows:-

" Be it enacted by the Seuate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That on Sunday, no person 
or corporation, or the agent, servant, or employe, of 
any person or corporation, shall perform or author
ize to be performed any secular work, labor, or 
business, works of necessity, mercy, and humanity 
excepted; nor shall any person engage in any play, 
game, show, exhibition, or amusement in public, in 
any Territory, District, vessel, or place subject to 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States; 
nor shall it be lawful for any person or corporation 
to receive pay for labor or service performed or 
rendered in violation of this section." 

This section confines the working of the bill, if 
.it should become a law, to those places that are 
"subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States." These are the Territories and the 
District of Columbia. It is an absolute law for 
the Territories, making no exception, but obliging 
everybody to rest on Sunday. 

Section 2 reads as follows:-
"That no mails or mail matter shall hereafter be 

tram>ported in times of peace over any land postal 
route, nor shall any mail matter be collected, 
assorted, handled, or delivered during any part of 
the first day of the week." 

This is so plain as to need no comment. The 
third section reads as follows:-

"That the prosecution of commerce between the 
States, and with the Indian tribes, by the trans
portation of persons by land or water on the first 
day of the week, is hereby prohibited, and any 
person or corporation, or the agent or employe of 
any person or corporation, who shall violate this 
section, shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
ten nor more than one thousand dollars; and no 
service performed in the prosecution of such pro
hibited commerce shall be lawful, nor shall any 
compensation be recoverable or be paid for the 
same.'' 

This shuts off inter-State commerce. By the 
first section, overland trains would be stopped in 
the Territories, but this section prohibits all Sun
day traffic between States, whether on land or 
water. The reader can readily see what bearing 
such a law as this would have on State Sunday 
legislation. 

Section 3 provides for cessation of labor on 
Sunday in the army and navy, prohibiting all 
drills, musters, and parades, except in time of 
active service or preparation therefor. Section 5 
makes exception in case of labor or service per
formed or rendered on Sunday in consequence of 
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accident or disaster or unavoidable delay in mak
ing the regular connections upon postal routes and 
routes of transportation, and allows for the trans
portation and delivery of milk before 5 A. M., and 
after 10 P. M. This is the whole ofthe bill, so far 
as i_ts prohibition of labor is concerned. It will 
be seen that it is very strict as far as its j urisdic
tion extends, but it does not directly affect citi
zens of the States, except Government employes. 

But its indirect effect in the States will be 
scarcely less than its direct effectin places subject 
to the exclusive control of the United States. It 
is well known that the great obstacle in the way of 
enforcing existing Sunday laws in the various 
States, has been the United States Government. 
In the hearing on the Sunday-Rest bill before the 
Senate Committee on Education and Labor, De
cember 13, Mrs. Bateham said that the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union based their claims 
and petitions on the following facts:-

"1. Nearly every State has Sabbath laws, but 
the National Government has none, though 
greatly needed, since the question has become em
phatically a national one, and the very perpetuity 
or loss of our national rest, the Christian Sabbath, 
seems to depend on its being protected by the 
Government from the encroachments of organized 
capital, and the reinforcements of State laws by 
National. 

" 2. It is in gross violation of nearly every State 
Sabbath law, that railroads run their Sunday 
trains, yet these States are powerless to prevent 
it, since only Congress can control inter-State com
merce. 

"3. By the State laws ordinary labor and traf
fic is forbidden on Sunday, but in defiance thereof 
the United States Government keeps its post-offi
ces open and sells as on other days, and sends its 
mail to all parts of the country."-Report, p. 22. 

It· will be seen that the plea for a National Sun
day law is made on the ground that the State 
Sunday laws are powerless without it. In that 
same committee meeting, Senator Blair, the chair
man, stated that the General Government takes 
advantage of what the States have given to it in 
the way. of jurisdiction over the post-offices, inter
State commerce, and the army and navy, to in
troduce practices that nullify their attempt to en
force Sunday laws, and said:-

"To prevent this, is the object of this legislation. 
That is all that is undertaken here. It is simply 
an act proposing to make efficient the Sunday
Rest laws of the States, and nothing else."-Re
port, p. 9'1. 

We shall hereafter take occasion to show how 
terribly "efficient" some of those Sunday laws 
will become when this Sunday-Rest bill becomes 
a law. 

National Reformers have ever referred to the gen
eral Government as the great ·Sabbath-breaker, 
holding that running of mail trains, and the keep
ing open of post-offices practically nullified all 
their efforts to have Sunday strictly observed. 
"With this objection removed, there would be 
speedy and strict enforcement of the Sunday-laws 
that already exist, and enactment of laws where 
there are none now. The passage of the bill, 
therefore, would practically result, as was said at 
the N atioual Sunday Convention, in makiilg Sun
day the ideal Sabbath of the Puritans, to be oc
cupied only by worship. It should be opposed by 
everybody; by those who do not care to observe 
Sunday, as a matter of course, and because it is 
unjust and un-American; and by those who do 
care to observe Sunday, both from the standpoint 

of the golden rule, and Decause they should pro
test against having their worship from choice 
made to appear as though it was a. matter of 
compulsion. E. J. w. 

How Sunday-Law Sentiment Is Manu-
factured. 

WHEN the Sunday-Law petitions were being 
presented to the Senate, January 16, Mr. Blair 
arose and made the following presentation, which 
we copy from the Congressional Record of . Jan
nary 17:-

" MR. BLAIR: I present petitions of several 
bodies, praying for the passage of a Sunday-rest 
law. Of the petitions, the following analysis is 
submitted by those who desire their presentation:-

Petitions from nati.onal bodies. 
CONTENTS: 

1. llldividual signatures. . . • .. . • . . .. . . . • . . .. .. .. • .. • .. .. . 407 
2. Representative signatures by indorsements of bodies 

and meetings............ . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . • .... 14,174,337 

Total......... • . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . • • .• 14,174,744 

"Analysis of the latter: 
"FiJ:st indorsement is that of the American Sab

bath Union, which was officially constituted by 
official action of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Home Missionary 
Society of the Baptist Church, the General Assem
bliE's of the Presbyterian Church (North and South), 
and the Synod of the Reformed Church, five de-· 
nominations whose membership together is 5,977,-
693. Of the membership of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, the indorsement of whose 
international convention stands second, at least 
20,000 citizens of the United States. Of the 
Knights of Labor, the indorsement of whose in
ternational convention stands third, at least 219,-
000 citizens of the United States. The Presby
terian General Assembly, North, whose action 
stands next, had at the time of the indorsement 
722,071 members. The convention of Christian 
Workers, whose indorsement · is next, had 450 
present when the unanimous vote of indorsement 
was taken. The Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, which co:mes next, had 185,521 at the time 
of the vote. The Roman Catholics, for whom 
Cardinal Gibbons speaks, number 7,200,000." 

From this official analysis it appears, that of 
the alleged 14,17 4,337 signatures to the Sunday
law' petitions, only 407 were actual signatures. 
This is too insignificant a portion to be noted, so 
that practically the whole number was secured 
by vote. • 

Now let us look a little closely at the votes by 
which this number of alleged signatures was ob
tained. Take the Knights of Labor AEsembly. 
'rhat assembly, it is true, was a representative 
body. But the members of that body were elected 
to represent the organization in all questions per
taining to the government and policy of the or
ganization, and not to represent the personal 
opinions of all the individual members, on mat
ters foreign to the working of the organization. 
They were not elected for the purpose of acting 
on any such question as the enactment of a Sun
day law. Therefore, when they voted on the 
petition which Mr. Crafts submitted to them, 
they did so only as individuals. If we knew 
how many men there were present at that meet
ing of the General Assembly of the Knights of 
Labor, and how many of them voted, we could 
tell just how many Knights of Labor have in
<'orsed the Sunday-law petition: 

We know that there are thousands of Work
ingmen and Knights of Labor who are opposed 
to a Sunday law of any kind; yet they are, 
against their will, paraded as favoring one. We 
say again, that the action of that Assembly could 
no more be taken as showing how the great body 
of Knights of Labor stand on the Sunday ques
tion, than similar action concerning religion 
or polities could have shown to what church or 
political party all the members adhere. 

The same, may be said of the Brotherhood of 

Locomotive Engineers, and also of the various 
religious organizations that are l)araded. We 
say this advisedly, for we know that very many 
members of each of the churches mentioned 
have, with their own hands, signed counter peti
tions. These are facts, and people who have a 
love for truth and justice should see to it that 
they are set before the law-makers in their proper 
light, to undo, as far as possible, the false im
pression that has been made as to the strength 
of Sunday-law sentiment. 

The way in which these petitions have been 
handled, stamps the whole thing as un-American. 
The leaders in this affair have deprived the peo
ple of a fair representation. Their action is more 
adapted to an aristocracy, or a despotism, than a 
Republic. If they do not know that their whole 
procedure was fraudulent, then so much the 
worse for them. It shows that they have so far 
imbibed the spirit of Papal Rome that they can 
no longer appreciate the genius of American 
liberty. Certain it is that an abominable fraud 
has been perpetrate1 in order to boori1 the Sun
day-law bill; and we intend to cry aloud, and 
spare not. 

The Blair Amendment. 

To those who think that the SEN'l'INEL's stric
tures on the Blair Bills are partisan or sectarian, 
we commend the following on the Blair Edu
cational Amendment to the Constitution. It is 
an editorial utterance of the San Francisco Chron
icle of December 27, 1888, and no candid, 
thinking person ~an deny that it is a just criticism. 
The very same criticism, in part, was made upon 
this bill in the AMERICAN SENTINEL of last 
July:-

Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, has presented 
an amendment to tlie Federal Constitution, 
concerning the establishment of a national educa
tional system, the provisions of which are briefly 
as follows:-

Section 1 provides that no State shall ever 
make or maintain any law respecting an estab
lishment of religon, or prohibiting the free exer
cise thereof: 

Section 2 makes it obligatory on every State to 
establish and maintain a system of free public 
schools for the ecl ucation of children "in the com
mon branches of knowledge, and in virtue, mor
ality, and the principles of the Christian religion," 
but with an inhibition against the teaching of 
sectarian tenets, beliefs, ceremonials, or observ
ances. 

Section 3 provides that the United States shall 
guarantee to every State the support and main
tenance of such a system of free schools as is pro
vided for in the previous sections; and section 4 
provides that Congress shall,.enforce the amend
ment by legislation when necessary. 

It will be apparent that the proposed amend
ment is at variance with the spirit, at least, of the 
existing first amendment to the Constitution, which 
declar~s that "Congress shall make no law respect
ing an establishment of religion." Undoubtedly 
the purpose of that amendment was to forbid any 
such union of Church and State as has obtained 
in Great Britain and other countries, and the 
Blair amendment does not, in terms, interfere with 
it; but can it be denied that it seeks to do incli
rectly what cannot be done directlly under the 
Constitution? Where an article of the organic law 
provides that a certain thing shall be taught 
in the common schools of every State in the 
Union, is it not a mere evasion to say that it is 
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not an establishment of that particular thing by 
authority of law? 

Suppose, for example, that the Constitution 
forbade the recognitioq by the State of the laws 
of mathematics. Would not an amendment 
which directed that the multiplication table be 
taught in every common school in the land, at 
the same time pledging the United States to the 
support and maintenance of such schools, be a 
repeal, or, at any rate, a palpable evasion of the 
prohibition against mathematics? 

Without seeking to enter upon any polemical 
discussion, it is beyond controversy that the 
"principles of the Christian religion" must involve 
the divinity of Christ; for, so far as the purely 
ethical doctrines are concerned, they are common, 
to a greater or less degree, to al,l religions, and 

· mr.y, indeed, be found in certain philosophical 
systems which lay ne claim to being considered 
r\')ligions at all. Senator Blair, then, would have 
every common school in the United States teach 
children, bet1een the ages of six and sixteen, that 
Christ was divine. But if this be done, how can 
the conclusion be avoided that' the United States 
has adopted a State religion? and what becomes 
·of the rights of those of her citizens who believe 
otherwise? · 

The question is a serious one, and it cannot be 
left for decision solely to those who already be
lieve in the Christian religion. They have, unrler 
the law, esery right to believe; but their neigh
bors, who may he fire-worshipers, or Mohammed
ans, or Agnostics, have, under the same law, au 
equal right to disbelieve; and the question is, 
whether it is consistent with the idea of a Gov
ernment which l1as always disavowed any un·ion 
betwee1~ Church and State to insist that all the 

. children of the Nation shall be in,stru'lt~:>d in the 
principles of any religion, no matter what its in
trinsic value or claims upon the world may be. 
Virtue and morality are one thing, the principle!> 
of the Christian religion another; and it behooves 
us to pause and reflect before we consent to such 
an innovation in legislation as the Blair Amend
ment proposes. 

"The American Sunday." 

THE "American Sundav" and the "American 
Sabbath " are stock phras;s in the religio-political 
literature and speeches of would-be National Re
formers. One would think that Sunday sacred
ness originated in this country, or that this nation 
had instituted a Sabbath. But neither of these 
is true. The term is used as a taking phrase, to 
catch votes or currv favor. There is, it is well 
known, a strong opposition on the part of avery 
large class to anything foreign. The greater 
number uf immigrants who land at Castle Garden 
are not the best timber from which to manufac
ture the constituent parts of this self-governed 
ship of State. It is from this class that anarch
ists and socialists are largely recruited. Strikes 
are promoted by them. Many of them are 
Catholics, subjects of the Roman Pontiff, while 
professing allegiance to our own Constitution and 
laws. 

All these, and other reasons which might be 
named, prejudice many Americans against any
thing foreign, and to the same extent in favor of 
anything Americm1. This pr€'judice has been 
made to do valiant service for National Reform
ers in the last two years. 

The strict Sunday observance as borrowed from 
the Puritans and from Scotland, was engrafted on 
.their descendants in the New England States; 

and from New England's regard for the Sunday, 
hf!s come the term, the ~'American Sunday;" and 
this is contrasted with what the same class call 
the Continental Sunday. But there are two 
points which we wish to notice right here, which 
show the hollowness of the claim put forth as re
gards the Continental and ·American Sundays:-

1. The origin of Sunday observance is Conti
nental. It began in the days of Constantine, 
when he issued a decree in 321, A. D., that Sunday 
should be kept as a day of rest from secular labor 
in the cities and towns, but those in the country 
could follow their agricultural pursuits. This 
was a pagan decree for a pagan holiday [" the 
venerable day of the sun"], by a pagan emperor. 
Worldly bishops and priests in the Christian 
church took advantage of the law, to compel 
their flocks to do the same. But it was centuries 
before it was observed to any extent by Christians. 
Luther did not hold it sacred, neither did Calvin 
and other Reformers. 

Certainly the proper way to keep the Sunrlay, 
if it should be kept at all, is the way that it was 
and is kept by that part of the world where it 
originated, and not the way that it is kept by 
those who have misconstrued the day altogether. 
If there is authority for Sunday at all, it is to be 
found in that age of the church that originated 
it as a holy day. The Continental Sunday, as a 
church day, is the only true Sunday, and the only 
one America has. An appeal to authentic his
tory proves this true. 

2. The sacredness of the American Sunday,
about which so much has been said, is a myth. 
A few of the old Puritan stock in New England 
kept the day strictly; 'so do many on the Conti
nent of Europe; but the great majority even of 
church members who have come under the writer's 
observation, use it in any way but sacred. There 
may not be as much public so-called desecration 
here as on the continent of Europe, but there is 
as much private. Men cease from the out-door 
labor of the other days, but they labor otherwise. 
In the country districts, where the purest morality 
is suppo ed to exist, this is the case. The farmer 
uses that day "doing chores," calculating his 
work, "figuring" up his accounts, roaming over 
his fields, planning his work for the future. A 
few go to church part of the day, and sleep the 
remainder, perhaps; many others spend the day 
in reading newspapers and novels, visiting friends, 
picking berries, fishing, Ol' in fun and frolic. And 
the good housewife puts forth her best energy of 
the day in the preparation of a meal which will 
satisfy the gormandizing instincts .of her varied 
household. And in time of hayin:g or harvest it 
is not an uncommon thing in threatening weather 
to find first-day religionists in the field, gathering 
the hay or grain. In the maple-sugar season, 
Sunday-sacredness must be suspended if there 
comes a good run of sap. It is so as regards 
otlwr crops and industries in other localities. 
Merchants and tradesmen may often be found at 
their places of business a part of the day. And 
Jew peddlers, who keep no day, have assured the 
writer that Sunday is the day in which they gener
ally make their purchases from the first-clay mer
chants, and rarely indeed are they refused. 

This picture is not overdrawn. We can ap
peal to honest Americans everywhere if it be not 
true. Of course there are exceptions, but they 
are the exceptions, not the rule. Then why so 
exalt the American Sunday? What better is it 
then the Continental? True we do not have the 
beer gardens of Germany in our rural districts, 

for they are not so thickly populated ; neither has 
the driving American time, nor do his tastes run 
in that direction. "'Nhflt he does is, however, 
more wearing than what the German or French
man may do. 

Then why the "American Sunday"? It bears 
a falsehood on the face of it; it is used to appeal 
to a national prejudiee which has no foundation in 
fact, and the uses that is made of it is unworthy 
of men, not to say Christians, Reformers (?) 
though they be. M. c. w. 

It. 

A Theological Sanitary Arrangement. 

THE preachers who are striving so zealously 
for the passage of National and State Sunday 
laws, very frequently assure _us that they have no 
thought of making men religious; that all they 
want is "a sanitary arrangement," "a police reg
ulation," etc. If they continue their attempts to 
su~stitute civil laws for the preaching of the gos
pel, we shall have no difficulty in believing that 
the last thing in their thoughts is the ma,king of 
men religious. But while we readily believe 
that they are losing their desire to make men 
really religious, we cannot absolve them from the 
charge of wishing to make men outwardly act as 
though they were religious. To show our reason 
for this, we will cite a case in point. 

At the recent Sunday-law mee_ting in Oakland, 
Doctor Dwinelle was very careful to state that they 
did not want to make men religious. All they 
wanted, he said, was a sanitary arrangement, a 
police regulation. Yet in hi:3 speech and in his 
prayer he sLated that they wanted the Sunday to 
be not simply a day of physical rest, but one of 
spiritual upbuilding. Doctor Briggs spent nearly 
all his time in trying to make the audience believe 
that Sunday is the true Sabbath of the Bible; 
and the appeal of the \V oman's Christian Tem
perance Union is for a Sabbath law that will be 
in harmony with the fourth commandment. 

Now the question arises, If it is only a police 
regulation, a sanitary arrangement, that they are 
after, why refer to the Bible so much? and why 
make such labored efforts to show that the Snn
day is the Sabbath of the Bible? Is it customary 
to preach sermons and read theological ess~ys, 

when it is desireil to improve the sanitary condi
tion of the city? Vve never knew of any such 
ado over a city ordinance, such as prohibiting 
peddlers from vending their wares without a'li
cense, or draining the stagnant water from a cess
pool. What a peculiar sanitary arrangemen( 
they want-one the necessity for which has thus 
far escaped the notice of every Board of Health 
in the United States. Dear reverend gentlemen, 
you will have to drop your theological argument 
entirely before we can give any credit to your 
pretensions of desiring only a sanitary arrange
ment. 

l:N his speech at the Pittsburg National Re
form Convention, the Rev. I. N. Hays said: "We 
are practically a Christian Nation without Christ." 
How such a thing as that can be practical, we 
are not informed. But that is the only sort 'of 
Christian Nation we shall ever have. True, so
called National Reformers may succeed in put
ting the name of Christ in the Constitution, but 
that will affect the case no more, practically, than 
putting the name of Christ into a spelling book 
would make a boy religious. 

Again he said : "It is no less our duty than our 
privilege, to bring the crown royal and place it 
on the head of King Jesus." It is, in fact, no.th-
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ing but overweening self-conceit and presumption 
that would lead a man seriously to propose sucll 
a thing. Every king who receiveR his crown 
:&om another, must necessarily be inferior to that 
other. The king who himself takes that which 
is his own by right, i3 independent ; but the one 
who is indebted to another, is subject to limita
tions. And so this so-called National Reform 
movement, by presuming to win a kingdom for 
Christ, and to crown him as king, virtually places 
itself above God, who alone has power to remove 
kings and set up kings. In this it proclaims it
self a true child of the Papacy. 

A Word from the Workingmen. 

WE have before us a copy of Ideas of Reform, 
of Jan. 1, 1889, a paper published at Broken 
Bow, Nebraska, and devoted to the interests of the 
workingman. It is in every sense of the word a 
labor reform paper, and is as outspoken against 
monopolies of every description, and the oppres- · 
sion of the laboring man by soulless capital, as 
any labor paper that we have ever seen. We 
state these points, so that full weight may be giyen 
'to the following, which we take from one of its 
editorials:-

"Fourteen milliOIJ people have petitioned Con
gress, asking for the enforcement of a Sunday-law. 
This is evidently preliminary to an attempt to unite 
the Church and State. A halt should be called at 
once. Religion, by faith in God, is good, and no 
Christian, under our Constitution, is deprived of 
the privilege of observing Sunday as strictly as he 
desires. Religion, by law, by force, without con
version, is bad, and contrary to the principles of 
good government. . . . The United States Con
stitution says: 'Congress shall make no law respect
ing an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.' Our petitioners would in· 
substance say: 'Do away with the Constitution, 
and give us a law that we may imprison or fine 
every one whom we have been unable to convert to 
our faith, and who does not give tribute to our sup
port.' ·Now, if this clamor for a Sunday Jaw, 
coupled with the Blair Educational Bill-which 
advocates the teaching of the Christian religion in 
public schools-is not an attempt to unite the 
Church and State, neithe.r was the act of Constan
tine in making Chistianity the recognized religion 
of the Roman Empire. It is hardly time to allow 
14,000,000 ~eo~le to di~tate how ~0,000,000 people 
shall worsh1p, 1n a free country hke ours.'' : 

By this extract two claims of the Sunday-law 
National Reform advocates are shown to be false. 
The first is that their movement is in the interest 
of the workingman. We have always emphatic
ally denied this, and have demonstrated the un
truthfulness of it; but here is a demonstration that 
even the most obtuse can comprehend: When 
the most outspoken Labor Reform papers condemn 
the whole National Reform Sunday-law movement 
in such unmeasured terms, that movement cannot 
be said to be very much of a workingman's af
fa~r; for it will be conceded that the working
men are competent to decide what will be to their 
interest, 

Another fallacy that is e:x;posed, is the idea that 
the vote taken at the General Assembly of the 
Knights of Labor committed all the laboring 
ll!en in the country to the support of the Blair 
bills. It did nothing of the kind. There are 
thousands of laboring men in this country who do 
not propose to be put up in the market and sold 
to the National Sunday Association. That Asso
ciation has attempted to convey the impression 
that a Sunday law would fill a long-felt want, and 
that everybody has been clamoring for it, when in 
fact the majority of the people don't know or care 
whether there is one or not. 

Ideas of Reform says that it is hardly time· to 

al'low 14,000,000 people to dictate how 60,000,000 
shall worship. True enough; and that principle 
appears still more strongly when we remember 
that there are actually. only about one-eighth of 
fourteen millions of people really repi·esented in 
that Sunday-l:iw petition .. 

Christianity a Religion of Tolerance. 

IF any one might use constraint, Christ might, 
as the works he performed in the course of his 
ministry demonstrated that his mission was di
vine; yet, when surrounded with the glory of 
miraculous power, and when offering eternal life 
to creatures· over whom he had an absolute con
trol, what a tender and scrupulous regard did he 
show to their liberty. " If any man thirst," said 
he, "le~ him come to me and drink." "Blessed 
are they that hunger and thirst after righteous
ness, for they shall be filled." "And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me." ·· Behold I stand at the door and knock; if 
any man hear my voice and open the door, I wiil 
come in;" they are thieves and robbers who 
break open doors and enterby force. 

When God's. annointed King sent forth his 
ambassadors among the nations, they proclaimed 
Jesus as the Messiah, warning every man and 
teaching every man-they spoke the truth in 
love-and knowing the terrors of the Lord, per
suaded men. Their ministry, indeed, was a war
fare, but it was a benevolent one; its object was 
not to maim the persons or injure the. estates of 
men, but to enlighten and sanctify their minds. 

As coercing men into a profession of religion, 
is totally repugnant to the spirit, precepts, and 
precedents of Christianity, so it has been a source 
of many crimes all.d calamities. At the sanguin
ary shrine of persecution, thousands of the most 
estimable members of society have been wan
tonly sacrificed. How many of whom the world 
was not worthy, have wandered about in sheep
skins and goatskins, being destitute, afllicted, tor
mented-how many have endured mockings and 
scourgings, bonds and imprisonments; have been 
stoned, sawn asunder, or slain with tlw sword! 

!fthis infernal frenzy which has hurled men to 
the commission of so many impious atrocities, be 
curable, its cure ought to be attempted; and in 
the attempt, every man who is not inspired with 
ill will to his neighbor ought to co-operate. 

For this purpose we ought, in the composure 
of reason and reflection, to store our minds with 
just ideas on the subject, lest, under the impetus 
of mistaken zeal, or the deceptiol;l of specious 
names and fair pretenses, we should be induced 
to speak unadvisedly, or act illiberally.-History 
of Intolerance; 

THE Ohrist·ian Herald (Baptist) ·of Detroit, 
Mich., has a notice of the AMERICAN SEN'I'INEL, 
in its issue of December 27, in which it says:-

" Of course it [the SENTINEL] is greatly exer
cised over the National Sunday bill now before the 
United States Senate. Its alarmed opposition is 
hard to account for if it is in favor of the quiet of 
the Sabbath, and the right of all men to rest 
on that day. For it is the common principle of all 
laws on the subject, to respect conscientious belief 
of seventh-day persons and communities, leaving 
themfree to observe either day, but not to dese
crate both. Shall the laws attempt to guard the 
Sabbath for their small fraction of citizens, or for 
both?" · 

For neither. The Sabbath doesn't need any 
guarding by the laws of the State. The Govern
ment of the United States should be for · the 
people of the United States, and not for the Sab-

bath. The Herald talks as though Sunday laws 
guard the sev:enth day for those who wish to ob~ 
serve it. Would it say so if the case were re
versed? Not by any means. '\V e don't know of 
any law favoring seventh-day observance, and we 
don't know of anybody who wants one. But 
here is a proposition which we believe is sound: 
If laws enjoining the observance of the first day 
of the week, yet making exceptions in favor of 
those who observe the seventh day, can be con
strued as guarding the rights of seventh-day peo
ple to rest, then certainly, with no law at all on 
the subject, Sunday sacredness would be amply 
guarded. 

"Cunning Craftiness." 

ON Sunday, January 20, Rev. W. F. Crafts 
preached in Washington, in Dr. Sunderland's 
chureh, the Fil'st Presbyterian. His subject, of 
course, was "The American Sabbath." In the 
beginning of his discourse he stated that the 
present agitation was not brought about by the 
churches, but by the clamor of the workingmen 
everywhere, in behalf of a weekly rest-day. That 
sounds very well, until you hear testimony on 
the other side. The fact is that 1\1r. Crafts 
attended the General Assembly of the Knights of . 
Labor, and spoke for an hour in behalf of the 
National Sunday-Rest bill. Then he spent 
another hour answering questions, and at the 
close the petition was indorsed by vote. Now if 
those workingmen had been clamoring for a Sun
day law, why should Mr. Crafts spend two hours 
of his valuable time, besides the time and expense 
of travel, to convince them that they ought to 
have one? Can anvone tell? 

Again, he visited the National Council of the 
Brotherhood of'Locomotive Engineers, and had a 
similar experience. He spoke for an hour, and 
then for another hour answered the questions that 
were showered upon him. Yet the Daily Union 
Signal, of October 22, 1888, in which this item is 
found, prefaced it by saying: " A great victory 
for Sabbath observance was won by Rev. "W. F; 
Crafts, Thursday. He appeared before the Na
tional Convention of the Brotherhood of En
gineers, in session at Richmond, V a., and spoke 
an hour in behalf of the National Sabbath move
ment," etc. Now if these men had been frantic
ally clamoring for a Sunday law, wherein did 
the victory consist? If the workingmen are so 
anxious to have a Sunday law, why does Mr. 
Crafts spend so much time trying to work them 
up to sign his petition? Isn't there a little dis
crepancy between Mr. Crafts's statement and his 
actions? 

The fact ·is that nothing was ever heard of any 
desire on the part of the workingmen for a Sun
day law, until the National Reform Association 
and the Woman's Christian Union stirred it up, 
and the clamor has all come from them. There 
are thousands of workingmen in the country who 
have no thanks to give to Mr. Crafts and his fel
low-craftsmen for their disinterested (?) efforts in 
their behal£ On the contrary, they repudiate 
the whole affair as a very crafty piece of business. 

. THE State is not an exhorter, or a persuader, 
or a debating club, but a positive law power for 
secular purposes; and hence, when it attempts to 
administer ,religion, it must of necessity give to it 
the law force, deciding what religion is true, and 
by what method it shall be promoted. There is 

. no escape from this result, if we admit the princi
ple from which it springs." ....... Samuel.T. Spear, D. D., 
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THJ\; Examiner's Virginia correspondent, after 
stating that steps are being taken towards holding 
a State Sabbath Convention, says that "the weak 
point i11. the Sabbath discussion seems to be in the 
lack of definite conviction on the part of some of 
the preachers. They do not appear to have 
reached settled views as to the Christian Sabbath." 
Well, if the preachers are indifferent because of a 
lack of settled views on the subject, why should 
we be censured for being opposed, when we have 
settled views on the subject? We don't blame 
them, however, for being unsettled in their views, 
since there is nothir)g to settle them. 

THE Christian Nation has found another ally 
for its theory of political religion. In its last issue 
it says:-

'· Some ministers believe it ought to be impossible 
to determine from a minister's preaching what his 
political opinion is. We have no desire to set up 
a standard, but we are reminded of a true story 
we heard recently. A minister who belongs to 
this school of thought had made a statement of 
his belief at a public meeting. J'oe Hess, ex-prize
fighter, now an evangelist, was the next speaker, 
and he delivered himself thus: 'The speaker who 
preceded me declares it to be wrong to speak of 
politics on Sunday. I want to say that when a 
man's politics are of such a character that he dare 
net speak of them on the Sabbath, I have little 
respect for his religion.' " 

National Reformers ought to be happy lJOW, 

since they have an ex-prize-fighter on their side. 
Who'll be the next? 

THE Springfield (Ill.) Journal of January 24, 
contained the following item:-

"Mr. Brokoski has prepared a bill in relation 
to Sunday closing, which he probably will intro
duce in the House to-day. It provides for the 
closing of all business hOuses, factories, and other 
places of employment on the first day of the week. 
The publication and circulation of Sunday news
papers, the running of Sunday street-cars and 
railroad trains, and the keeping open of drug 
stores exclusively for the sale of medicines, how
ever, are permitted by the provisions of the bill,. 
but cigar and tobacco stores and barber shops are 
required to be closed." 

The Illinois Sunday Association is a very act
ive organization, and will doubtless make every 
effort possible for the passage of this bill, or a 
similar one. 'V e shall keep the readers of the 
SENTINEL informed as to whatever action is taken 
in regard to the matter. 

IT is not the business of Christian missions to 
convert the world, that is, to lead all natioris to 
accept of Christianity. In the divine plan, Chris
ians are to preach the gospel, to persuade men, 
to be the means, under God, of gathering " out of" 
the nations "a people for his name." Acts 15: 
14. And 1hat disciple who does this in God's 
way, who, aided by the Spirit, preaches the word, 
shows men their lost condition, instructs them in 
the way of life, persuades them to accept of the 
only Saviour; Christ Jesus, and thus is the means 
of saving a few souls from their sins,-that mis-, 

sionary's work is a success. His mission is not a 
failure. The mission of Christ_to Tyre and Sidon, 
although but one person's heart was reached, and 
that a poor Canaanite, was a success. Mark 7: 
24-31. Paul's mission to Lystra was as much a 
success as it was at Berea or Corinth. The 
world will not be purified of wickedness ti;JJ 
Christ comes; it is our mission as Christians to 
warn and persuade men to flee from the wrath to 
come and to accept of Christ. And when the re
deemed are gathered " out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation," the work will be 
wholly a success. Christ's triumph will then be 
complete. 

WE are told by National Reformers that they 
do not want·Church and State, but only National 
Christianity; that they do not want the State to 
enforce the tenets of any one sect, but to enforce 
only those principles which are common to all. 
Well, this is all that was done in the days of Con
stantine. There were many factions among pro
fessed Christians in his day, beside those cham
pioned by Athanasius and Arius. He did not in
corporate into the laws the peculiar tenets of any 
faction, but assembled all the bishops, and adopted 
that upon which they all agreed. He simply en- _ 
forced the principles of the Christian religion, as 
enunciated by the majority of the bishops. Yet 
everybody points to Constantine's action as the 
great union of Church and State. National Re
formers want the same thing done again. As his 
action resulted in the establishment of the Papacy, 
so their action will result in something exactly 
lite the Papacy. 

THE National Reformers claim that they do 
not' want any union of Church and State, and 
then they give their definition of Church and 
State union. They say that if the State should 
single out any demonination and enforce its tenets, 
that would be a union of Church and State. They 
indignantly deny that their proposal to unite 
Christianity and the State is anything like Church 
and State union. But if they were talking on re
ligion alone, they would accuse anyone of bigotry 
who should single out anydemonination,and should 
say that it was the church. They would claim 
that the Church of Christ is composed of all who 
believe in him, whatever name they bear. Thus 
they are inconsistent. For while they really be
lieve that the Church of Christ consii:its of all be
lievers, so that it is as extensive as Christianity, 
they virtually, in their definition of Church and 
State union, say that the Church of Christ is only 
one denomination. · We wish they would make a 
plain statement, once for all, of what they do re
gard as the Church. 

IT is often stated that Sunday laws are neces
sary for the physical well-being of the people ; 
an~ by many this supposed tact is eloquently 
urged as a reason why all should have a stated 
day of rest, and also why all should be required 
to rest upon the same day, namely, Sunday. But 
the force of the argument seems to be weakened 
somewhat by the well-established fact that ori an 
average Jews enjoy better health, and conse
quently live longer, than any other civilized peo
ple. Of course many of them have a stated 
weekly rest-day, but a very large portion of them 
have practically no stated rest; and even those 
who do conscientiously observe the Sabbath, do 
it under conditions wbir.h the advocates of Sun
day laws declare render the necessary mental and 
physical rest impos~ible. Now the question 

arises, If Jews can enjoy good health and long 
life with no Sabbath, or at best with only a noisy 
Sabbath, why, in order to enjoy good health, 
must Christians have a law to compel both them-

. selves and everybody else to rest on Sunday? 

THE Virginia correspondent of the New York 
Evaminer (Baptist) writes as follows to the issue 
of that paper dated January 24:-

" It looks now as if the Christian people of 
Virginia are marshaling their forces for making 
battle on the Sabbath question. Richmond has 
its local evangelical alliance, and several of its 
meetings have been devoted to a discussion of this 
grave and perplexing problem. Christian people 
of all names seem to agree that we have fallen 
upon perilous times ; that the old reverence for 
the Sabbath has fallen into decay, and that busi
ness and pleasure, as well as vice, seem bent on 
blotting the Sabbath from our calendar, or, at any 
rate, in diverting it from its sacred and economic 
uses. The indications at present point to the 
holding of a State Sabbath Convention, and if 
this is done it will be with a view of putting Vir
ginia in line with the National Sabbath Union." 

So the ball keeps rolling. We ask all who 
read the above to take particular notice to see if 
they can find anything in it about temperance or 
the working men. Does it say that the battle is 
to be waged for temperance or labor? Not at 
all. They are "marshaling their forces for mak
ing battle on the Sabbath question." And that's 
just what it is everywhere. 

Paper Bound Volumes of the American 
Sentinel. 

WE have a few copies of Vol. 1 monthly SEN
TINEL for 1886; and Vol. 3 for 1888, bound in 
strong maniUa covers with the name of paper and 
volume number printed on the cover. 

These we can send post-paid for 7 5 cents per 
volume. Vol. 2 have all been sold, and if you 
wish either Vol. 1 or Vol. 3, send at once, as these 
too will soon be all sold. 
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THE April number of the Chicago Law Times,._ 
a quarterly jom;nal, will contain an editorial on 
the Blair Amendment to the Federal Constitu
tion, under the ~itle of " Conspiracy Against the 
Republic." The editor of the Law Times has 
the thing correctly. The "American Sabbath 
Uni~n '' is a grand conspiracy against religious 
liberty. 

THE Jesuits rule. In the new Catholic 
University of Montreal, the Jesuits have two col
leges which they wish to have remain independent 
ofuniversitycontrol. The bishops were determined 
that these colleges should be dependent on the 
university. Appeal was made to· the Pope, and 
his decision is that the Jesuits' colleges are to 
retain their independence, but to give no higher 
degree than Bachelor of Philosophy. In all such 
contests the society founded by Ignatius Loyola 
always wins. Few indeed know the influence it 
is exerting in the politics· of nations as well as in 
the Roman Church. · 

OuR neighbor, the Herald of Truth, speaking of 
-Sunday legislation, says: "We do not look on the 
restoration of the seventh day as . the necessity of 
the hour, as the Outlook and the AMERICAN SENTI
NEL with great stress plead." Read a little more 
carefully, Brother Abbott. We camwt speak for 
the Outlook, but we can say that the SENTINEL 
has never pleaded for the restoration of any day. 
On the contrary, it has from the first been op
posed to- any attempt to establish any religious 
custom by law, no matter whether that custom is 
correct or not. we do this because it is not the 
province of one man nor any body of men to de
cide for any other man what is correct in religion. 
The worst enemies that the Bible and the Chris
tian religion have ever had are those persons who 
have attempted to force them upon unbelievers. 
More i!f1fidels l1ave been made by those who pro
fessed to be Christians than by any other means. 

So:M:~ of the alleged temperance papers say 
that th~ AMERICAN SENTlNEL is run in the in
terest bf the saloon. W ~ll, if that is so, there 
must b~ something terribly wrong with the min
isters 0f the country, for we are constantly re-

' ceivin~ lette:rzs from preachers, heartily indorsing 
our, work, arid-bJ,ddingus God speed. But if any-

body ever saw anything in the SENTINEL that 
could by any means be construed as favoring sa
loons, we would pay him well if he would point it 
out. The trouble is, that the SENTINEL has ex
posed the pretensions of some who are making 
the temperance cause a cloak for their own politi
cal ambition. ' The SENTINEL is run solely in the 
interest of a government " of the people, by the 
people, and for the people," and of pure Chris
tianity, unadulterateq with worldly scheming. 

WE commend to all temperance workers, as 
well as to those who imagine they are such, but are 
not, the following words concerning temperance, 
from a recent letter by Dr. T. L. Cuyler:-

" After forty years of gratuitous and earnest la
bor in this blessed cause, I am solemnly convinced 
that if it was- left to the tender mercies of partisan 
politicians, it would be assassinated! God never 
ordained that conflicts with gigantic sins should 
be waged with carnal weapons alone, or under the 
command of Cresar! · I am also convinced that if 
all the time, money, and effort, that have been ex-

- pended on political movements, had been expended 
in direct moral efforts to check the drinldng usa
ges, and educate the conscience and conduct, and 
teach to the young lessons of abstinence, and make 
public sentiment against the diabolical and deadly 
drink-traffic, then our reform would be a hundred
fold stronger to-day." 

Now let some National Reformer rise up and 
accuse Dr. Cuyler of carrying on his work in the 
interest of the saloons. 

FRoM an otherwise good article in an Eastern 
paper, in opposition to the so-called National 
Reform work, we :find the following about the 
Blair Sunday-Rest bill:-

,, This bill makes no exception in favor of the 
Sabbatarian who religiously and conscientiously 
observes the seventh day of the week instead of 
the first day, but provides a penalty that is to be 
applied if a seventh-day keeper should do any la
bor on the first day. We think the keeping of a 
Sabbath is a pai:t of the worship of God, and civil 
law should go no farther than to grant protection 
to every soul who labors on any day of the week, 
provided he does observe one day in a religious 
manner." · 

We protest. If the keeping of a Sabbath is 
a part of the worship of God, as it certainly is, 
then the civil law has no more to do with it 
than it has to do with the movements of the 
planets. It is no business of civil govern
ment, whether a man observes one day, or two 
days, or no day at all, in a religious man
ner. Our objection to. the Blair bill is not that 
it makes no exemptions in favor of seventh-day 
observers, and we hope that none of them will 
base their objection on that ground, for if they do 
they will simply nullify all that they may say 
against it. He who asks for an exemption clause 
in a Sunday law, thereby acknowledges the right 

of the Government to make such laws. He vir
tually says, "You may oppress the unbeliever all 
you please, provided you won't disturb me." The 
AMERICAN SENTINEL believes that the unbeliever 
has as much claim on Government protection in 
his unbelief as the believer has for the same pro
tection in his belief. To say that a Sunday law 
would lead to persecution for conscience sake 
only if it made no exemption in favor of seventh
day people, would be equivalent to saying that 
the man who observes no Sabbath has no con
science and no rights, which is untrue. 

Subjection to the Powers That Be. 

· "Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God ; the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever 
therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordi
nance of God ; and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation." Rom. 13 :1, 2. 

Tms text of Scripture has been the cause of a 
great deal of controversy concerning the scope of 
civil governments, and the relations which Chris
tians -should sustain to them. There are a great 
inany people who take the extreme view that 
whatever c~vil governrpents enact should be scru
pulously obeyed, no matter how much it · may 
conflict with the will of God, as revealed in 
the Bible. They seem to imagine that God has 
delegated all power to men, and that he waives 
to 'the claims of men his right to govern in 
matters of morals. They virtually say that the 
inspired command to be subject to the higher 
powers, absolves people from direct allegiance to 
their Creator. The very statement of the case 
should be enough to show anybody the absurdity 
of such a view. 

The thirteenth chapter of Romans affords in 
itself ample proof that the powers that be are or
dained of God only in matters that pertain to the 
outward peace of society. But we wish to bring 
a few other Scriptures to bear, to show just how 
we are to be subject to earthly powers, and at the 
same time be subject to the highest power of all. 

The seventh verse of the same chapter says: 
" Render therefore to all their due: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor." Ren-

. der ''honor to whom honor" is due, is a part of 
this command. Now it is beyond question that 
honor is due to God, for the Lord himself says 
that he will hopor only those who honor him. 
1 Sam. 2: 30. · And that this tribute and honor 
which are due to God are entirely different from 
those which are due to earthly governments, is 
evident from the words of Christ to the Pharisees, 
which are exactly parallel with those of Paul to 
the Romans: "Render therefore unto Cresar the 
things which are Cresar's; and unto God the 
things that are God's." Matt. 22 : 21. TlJUs we 
see that while we are to be subject to the earthly 
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powers, that subjection mustln nowise conflict with 
our subjection to God. 

That inspiration does not teach that men are in 
duty bound to obey every edict of earthly pow
ers, but that they are to disobey every enact
m~nt which conflicts with the law of God, is very 
plain. Take the case of the three Hebrew chil
dren at the court ofNebuchadnezzar. · They were 
as truly bound to be subject to him as ever any 
men were to an earthly ruler, for Nebuchadnezzar 
was king by God's own appointment (Jer. 27: 4-7), 
and they had by the same power been placed un
der him. Yet when the king commanded them 
to wor~hip an image which he had set up, they 
absolutely refused to do anything of the kind. 
For their stubbornness, as the king doubtless 
thought it, they were cast into a fiery furnace ; 
yet God who commands us to be subject to the 
powers that be, showed his approval of their 
course in the most marked manner. 

Take the case of Daniel in the court of Da
rius. That king made a decree that for thirty 
days no man should make a request of any god 
or roan except himself, under penalty of being 
cast into a den of lions. But Daniel paid no 
manner of attention to the decree. When he 
knew that the writing was signed, "he went into 
his house; and his windows being opened in his 
chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime." Dan. 
6: 10. Like his three fellows, he made no secret 
of his disobedience to the king's order. Yet the 
same God who commands us to be subject to the 
powers that be, showed his approval of Daniel's 
course by delivering him from the lions, and hon
oring him before the whole empire. 

The apostles afford another case in point. An 
express injunction was laid upon them by the. 
Jewish Sanhedrim "not to speak at all nor teach 

. in the name of Jesus." Acts 4: 17; 18. The 
apostles, however, refused to keep silence,• saying, 
"We cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard" (verse 20), and they went right 

. on teaching as though the rulers had said nothing. 
When they were again brought before the council, 
and reminded of the injunction which had been 
laid upon them, they boldly replied, "'Ve ought 
to obey God rather than men." Acts 5: 29. All 
these cases, and especially this last, show that the 
command to be subject to the powers that be, does 
not mean that we should obey them when obedi
ence to them involves disobedience to God. 

Now the question arises, were these men subject 
to the Governments under which they lived? Can 
men be subject to the powers that be, and yet not 
obey them in every particular, no matter what 
they command ? 'V e answer that men can be 
subject to the powers that be, and still disobey 
them when their decrees conflict with the laws of 
God; and the record shows most clearly that 
Daniel and his fellows, and the apostles, were sub
ject to the powers that existed in their time. 

A passage from the writings of one of the men 
who refused to obey men, when to do so involved 
disloyalty to God, will make this matter clear. 
We quote from 1 Peter 2: 17-20 :-

,,Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honor the King. Servants, be subject to 
your masters with all fear; not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward. For this is 
thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God 
endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buil'eted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is accepta
ble with God." 

The command to "honor the king'; shows this 
to be a parallel passage to Rom. 13:1, 2. Here, 
as there, we are exhorted to be subject to rulers, 
even though they be not good. But that this 
does not meau that we should in so doing disobey 
God, is evident from verse 19: "For this is thank
worthy if a man for conscience toward God en
dure grief, suffering wrongfully." The fact that he 
is called upon to suffer wrongfully, and that he 
is buffeted because be does well, shows that his 
doing right has been in direct opposition to the 
commands of his master. He suffers "for con
science towards God." That is, his conscience 
will not allow him to disobey God's command
ment in obedience to the powers that be, and so 
he patiently suffers for it. And although he can
not obey ·the master's command, his patient ac
ceptance of the threatened punishment shows his 
subjection to the power. 

So we see that being subject to the powers that 
be, means simply that we are to obey them when 
their commands are right, and to disobey them 
when they conflict with those of God, and meekty 
to take the consequences. This is just what Daniel 
and his fellows and the apostles did. They did 
not resist, but they did not obey an unrighteous 
commandment. Now turn again to Romans 13, 
verses 2 and 5, and you will see that this is just 
what is taught. We quote:-

" Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, re
sisteth the ordinance of God; and they that resist 

, shall receive to themselves damnation." "Where
fore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, 
but also for conscience' sake." 

The Bible everywhere teaches respect for au
thority. Anarchists GaD find no warrant in the 
Bible for any of their contempt for authority. 
Rebellion against authority is not countenanced 
under any circumstances. Every soul must be sub
ject to the powers that be, and that subjection con
sists in willing, prompt obedience to all their laws 
when they do not require disregard of God's law, 
and as willing an acceptance of the penalty for dis
obeying lawsthat do contravene the laws of God. 
An example of this is found in the earlv Chris
tians, who took joyfully the spoiling of their goods. 
Reb. 10: 34. Where there cannot be obedi
ence, there must not be resistance. David would 
not lift his hand against the king of Israel, even 
though that king was most unjustly seeking his 
life; Paul would not knowingly speak ill of the · 
high priest, although that priest was a wickea·hypo
crite. He counseled the C}lristians to be subject 
to the powers that were, even while he was daily 
violating the laws of the most wicked ruler;. and 
he showed his subjection to a power which was des
picable because of its moral rottenness, by, will
ingly yielding up his life as the price of his 
necessary disobedience. E. J. w. 

THE Catholic Monitor (San Francisco), of 
January 9, gives a prominent place to an article 
from the Irish Catholio World, written by Ber
nard O'Reilly, on the restoration of the Papacy, 
from which we quote the following, which shows 
how Catholics view the matter:-

"We speak now not merely to our own country
men, but to our friends and readers of other lands 
as well, when we say that, knowing what the 
authoritative teaching of the pontiff and the church 
on this point is, it is our bounden duty to man
fully resolve to exPrt ourselves to theutmost limits 
of our power to secure the speedy and splendid vin
dication of that teaching. After all, as we said 
but recPntly, Catholics are stronger than the Free
masons or Atheists, if we will but join hands in the 
work before u~. What a noble sight it would be t0 
see the Cathohcs of Germany, of Ireland, of France, . 
of Spain, and of America, demanding the restoration 

of Papali dependence. In this way, truly, Ireland 
would ta e her place among the nations, wh.ile a 
great ste would be taken towards securing Euro
pean pea e. There is nothing impossible in this. 
If theCa holic manhood of the Continent, bearin"' 
~rms as ~hey do, were only in earnest in sustah~ 
mg such work as this, one week would find missives 
from every Christian Power, ·on Signor Cristi's 
desk, warping him and his master to depart with
out delaylfrom the eternal city. This is the duty 
of the hour for Catholic people; Irishmen will 
be no lag$ards in discharging their share of it." 

When \it is remembered that Catholics hold 
the balanpe of political influence in nearly every 
country, ~uch appeals as the above are not to be 
considere~ as mere vapor. 

:Must the Chinese Go? 

IT is wprthy of note and remembrance, that the 
National \Reformers are the ones who profess to 
be the g~eatest friends of the Chinese, and who 

·the most iloudly denounce all attempts to limit 
Chinese i~migration. Yet Dennis Kearney and 
his sand-~ot party never more surely raised the 
cry, "the (Chinese must go," than do these same 
National ! Reforners. If their movement should 
succeed, ~he Chinamen now here would almost 
all have to leave. It is well known that they 
'are heath~n, and that they know of no such thing 
as a sacre~ day. Every day in the week they 
may be fo\md at work; and it is not to be sup
posed tha~ they would take kindlv to the "Meli
can man's" new way of evangelization. The 
National *~formers would virtually say to them: 
"'V e are Christians, and you are heathens, and 
consequently you cannot live in the same country 
with us." ' If you think that this is an uncharit
able conc~usion, read the following from the 
Christian ~telfm{tn of May 21, 1885, spoken by 
E. B. Gr~ham, one of the vice-presidents of the 
National Reform Association:-

~ 

"If the ppponents of the Bible do not like our 
governmell!'t and its Christian features, let them 
go to some! wild, desolate land, and in the name ot' 
the devil, ~nd for the sake of the devil, subdue it, 
and set up ia government of their own on infidel 
and atheis#ic ideas; and then, if they can stand it 
stay there pill they die." ' 

That is :t'l' ational Reform gospel. Let Kearney 
rave as mt~Dh as he pleases; the National Reform
ers can giv~ him points on how to drive out the 
Chinese. I 

i -----~·-----------
\ . An Analogy. 

, I 
THE Cliristian Oracle, published at Chicago, 

says:- \ 

"There i~ no reason why the Bible itself should 
be put out @f the public schools. It is thl'l word of 
God, and a~y church that objects to the reading 
of God's w?rd in the public school, or anywhere 
else, by th~s objection makes a full and free ac
knowledgenjtent that they have apostatized from 
the true faith, and are following tradition rather 
than revelahon." 

Not. quit~ so fast. There is such a thing as a 
desire that :other men should have the liberty of 
choice for lthemselves. Let us illustrate by a 
parable. M:y friend and I both like graham 
bread. 'V~ find that quite a numb~r of our 
neighbors, ~erhaps a majority, like graham bread 
too. My iend says: "Now let us get a law 
passed that everybody shall eat graham bread." 
I object. I say, "Let every man choose for him
self what lJ.e will eat." And then my friend 
says: "Thete is no reason why graham bread 
should not \be eaten by everybody. It 1is good 
food; and attybody who objects to haYing people 
compelled ~y law to eat good, wholesome foou, 
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like graham bread, thereby makes an acknowledg
ment that he eats nothing·but worthless trash." 

Can you not see the point? Because I am not 
willing to catch my neighbor and force him to eat 
graham bread ·against his will, is that any evi
dence that I myself do not like such food? Not 
at all. I think all men ought to eat that which 
.is good, and I may try to show them by precept 
and example what is the most healthful diet, but 
I have no right to say that because I know it is 
good, and I like it, therefore somebody else who 
does not know that it is good, and who, as a con
sequence does not like it, shall be forced to eat it. 

·Now just as my appetite can be no criterion for 
him, so I may not substitute* my conscience for 
hi.s. The fact that I o~ject to having my neigh
bor. forced to listen to the reading of that which 
he does not like, is no evidence that I do not like 
it. The Bible stands for liberty. It calls men 
to liberty. And the forcing of men to listen to it, 
will work the very thing that it is designed to 
prevent; for if men do not like the Bible, the 
·surest way to confirm their dislike is by forcing 
. them to listen to it. The Bible says: " Whoso-
ever will, let him take the water of life freely." 
When men, in their blind zeal for the gospel, be
come wise above that which is written, and think 
that men can be made Christians by law, when 
the Bible says it is only by the persuasion of love, 
they do the Bible more injury than do the de
famers of that book. 

Origin of the· Public School·Contro-
- .yersy· 

IT is· probably not generally-known that the 
. Roman Catholics, in asking for a portion of the 
public school money, are simply following Prot
estant leading; but such is the case. The follow
ing items from the first section of "Romamism 
versus the Publie School System," by Dr. Daniel 
Dorchester (Methodist), may be of interest to those 
who have not the book:-

"Many may be surprised to learn that the first 
appeal for a division of the public school funds in 
thiS country was made by a Protestant denomin
ation, and the first sectarian division actually 
made was to that body. The other Protestant 
churches, instead of objecting, attempted to obtain 
their share of the pubhc funds." · 

After mentioning the formation of the New 
York Public School Society, in 1805; the Doctor 
says:-

"The ·first ripple of disturbance in the manage
ment of this society, it should be said, came from 
the Protestant denominations, when the Baptist 
Bethel Church, in 1823, sought and obtained its 
share of the public money for its schools. An agi-

. tation was awakened, all the steps of which need 
not now be distinctly traced. . . . By the act 
of the Legislature the question of a division of the 
funds was to be decided by the Board of the City 
Corporation. That body appointed a committee 

· to hear the l?arties to the case. It is remarkable 
that the Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, and 
Roman Catholics, at that time, sought for a par
ticipation in the school fund, just as the Homan 
Catholics have since done. After the hearing, the 
committee made a report, which sett:ed the prin
ciple for that time, that sectarian schools were not 
to be sustained or aided from the public money." 

Speaking of the controversy that has since 
been carried on, Dr. Dorchester continues:-

,,It is correctly claimed by intelligent Roman 
Catholics that this controversy did not begin with 
them, but with the Baptist Bet.hel Church, al
ready referre.d to. They also justly claim that 
certain influential Protestants, at the opening of 
this controversy gave them encouragement. Among 
these the distinguished Rev. Dr. Eliphalet Nott, 
for a very long period president of Union College, 
at Schenectady, is cited as one who was open in the 
advocacy of a denominational school system, by 

which each denomination ,would share, in due pro
portion to its pupils in the schools, in the common 
school fund." 

Whether the Protestants withdrew from their 
former position because they saw that the Roman 
Catholic Church would have the lion's share or 
not, we cannot say. But this we do know, that 
in a different form they are advocating the same 
principle to-day. The Blair Educational Amend
ment Bill will place the public schools of this 
country, with all the public school money, in 
the hands, not of any particular sect, but of Prot

. estants and Catholics combined. For that bill is 
nothing more nor less than an act to promote the 
union of Church and State. 

TJ;le New Theocracy. 

THE National 'iN oman's Christian temperance 
Union proposes to establish a theocracy by ballot in 
this Government. They have declared that 
"Christ shall be this world's king" (although 
Christ himself said "my kingdom is not of this . 
world"), and that this kingdom of Christ "must 
enter the realm of law through the gateway of 
politics." They have declared that-

" A true theocracy is yet to come, and the en
thronement of Christ in law and lawmakers; hence 
I pray devoutly, as a Christian patriot, for the bal
lot in the hands of women, and rejoice that the 
National Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
has so long championed this cause."-Monthly 
Reading, September, 1886. 

This is not the first attempt of the kind that 
has been made in the Christian era. The same 
theory prevailed among the ambitious church 
leaders in the fourth century, and the same kind 
of a scheme was set on foot there by them as is 
here being carried out now. Says Neander, of the 
time of Constantine:--

" There had in fact arisen in the church a false 
theocratical theory, originating not in the essence 
of the gospel, but in the confusion of the religious 
constitutions of the Old and New Testaments, 
which . . . brought along with it an unchris
tian opposition of the spiritual to the secular power, 
and which might easily result in 'the formation of 
a sacerdotal 8tate, subordinating the secular to 
itself in a false and outward way."-Torrey's Ne
ander, Boston, 1853, p.l32. 

Neander calls this a "false theocratical theory;" 
and it is rightly so called, because since Jesus 
Christ died, no theocratical theory of earthly gov
ernment can be anything but fals~. There was 
once a true theoracy upon earth. The Govern
ment of Israel was a true theocracy. That was 
really a Government of God. At the burning 
bush, God commissioned Moses to lead his people 
out of Egypt. By signs and wonders and mighty 
miracles multipled, God delivered Israel from 
·Egypt, and led them through the wilderness, and 
finally into the promised land. There he ruled 
them by judges "until Samuel the prophet," to 
whom, when he was a child, God spoke, and by 
whom he made known his will. In the days of 
Samuel, the people asked that they might have a 
king. This was allowed, and God chose Saul, 
and Samuel anointed him king of Israel. Saul 
failed to do the will of God, and as he rejected 
the word of the Lord, the Lord rejected him from 
being king; and sent Samuel to anoint David king 
of Israel; and David's throne God established 
forevermore. 'Vhen Solomon succeeded to the 
kingdom in the place of David his father, the re
cord is : " Then Solomon sat on- the throne of 
the Lord as king, instead of David his father." 
1 Chron. 29: 23. David's throne was the throne 
of the Lord, and Solomon sat on the throne of the 
Lord as king over the earthly kingdom of God. 

The succession to the throne descended in David's 
line to Zedekiah, who was maae subject to the king 
of Babylon, and who entered into a solemn cove
nant before God that he would loyally render al
legiance to the king of Babylon. But Zedekiah 
broke his covenant; and then Goa said to him:-

"Thou profane, wicked prince of Israel, whose 
day is come, when iniquity shall have an end, 
thus saith the Lord God: Remove the diadem and 
take off the crown; this shall not be the same; 
exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. 
I will overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it shall 
be no more, untill1e come whose right it is; and l 
will give it him." Eze. 21:25-27; 17: 1...:.21. 

The kingdom was then subject to Babylon. 
When Babylon fell, and Medo-Persia succeeded, 
it was overturned the first time. When Medo
Persia fell, and was succeeded by Grecia, it was 
overturned the second time. When the Greek 

,empire gave way to Rome, it was overturned the 
third time. And then says the word, "It shall 
be no more, till He come who right it is; and I 
will give it him." Who is He whose right it is? 
"Thou . . . shalt call his name Jesus. 
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David ; and he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end." Luke 1 : 31-33. 
And while he was here as "that prophet," a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief, the night in 
which he was betrayed he himself declared, "My 
kingdom is not of this world." Thus the throne 
of the Lord has been removed from this world, 
and will "be no more, until he come whose right 
it is," and then it will be given him. And that 
time is the end of this world, and the beginning of 
"the world to come." Therefore while this world 
stands, a true theocracy can never be in it again. 
Consequently every theory of an earthly theocracy 
is a false theory; every pretension to it is a false 
pretension; and wherever any such theory is 
proposed or advocated, whether by the Papal Bish
ops of the Roman Empire in the fourth century, 
or by the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
of the United States in the nineteenth century, it 
bears in it all that the Papacy is or that it ever 
pretended to be,-it puts a man in the place of 
God. 

All that the history of the Papacy is, is only 
the working out of this theory. For the first step 
in the logic of a man-made, or a woman-made, 
theocracy, is a Pope; the seoond step is the infal
libility of that Pope; and the third step is the In
quisition, to make his infallibility effective, as we 
will prove. 

First, a true theocracy being a government im
mediately directed by God, a false theorar.y is a 
government directed by a man in the place of 
God. But a man governing in the place of God 
is a Pope. A man ruling the world in the place 
of God, is all that the Pope has ever claimed to 
be. 

Second, a · false theocracy being a professed 
government of God, he who sits at the head of it, 
sits there as the representative of God. He rep
resents the divine authority; and when he speaks 
or acts offi('ially, his speech or act is that of God. 
But to make a man thus the representative of God, 
is only to clothe human passions with divine 
power and authority. Consequently, in order to 
make all his actions consistent with his profession, 
he is compelled to cover them all with the divine 
attributes, and make everything that he does in 
his official capacity the act of God. This is pre-



44 THE A:MERICAN SENTIN"EL. 

cisely the logic and the profession of papal infal
libility. It is not claimed that all the Pope 
speaks is infallible; it is only what he speaks 
officially-what he speaks from the thrqne. Un
der this theory he sits upon that throne as the 
head of the Government of God in this world. 
He sits there as the representative of God. And 
when he speaks officially, when ~he speaks from 
the throne, he speaks as the representative of God. 
Therefore, sitting in the place of God, ruling from 
that place as the official representative of God, 
that which he speaks from the throne is the word 
of God, and must be infallible. This is the inev
itable logic of the false theocratical theory. And 
if it be denied that the theory is false, there is 
logically no escape from accepting the papal 
system. The claims of the papacy are not in the 
least extravagant, if the theory be correct. 

Third, God is the moral governor. His Gov
ernment is a moral one, whose code is the moral. 
law. His Government and his law have to do 
with the thoughts, the intents, and the secrets of 
men's hearts. This must be ever the Government 
of God, and nothing short of it can be the Govern
me~t of God. The Pope then being the head of 
what is pretended as a Government of God, and 
ruling there in the place of God, his Government 
must rule in the realm of morals, and must take 
cognizance of the counsels of the heart. But being 
a man, how could he discover what were the 
thoughts of men's hearts, whether they were good 
or evil, that he might pronounce judgment upon 
them? By long and careful experiment, and by 
intense ingenuity, means were-discovered by which 
the most secret thoughts of men's hearts might be 
wrung from them, and that was by the Inquisi
tion. The Inquisition was only the inevitable 
logic of the theocratical theory upon which the 
Papacy was founded. And the Papacy-infalli
bility, inquisition, and all~is only the logic of 
any theocratical theory of earthly government 
since Jesus Christ died. And this theocratical 
theory advocated by the W. C. T. U. is not an 
exception. 

But some may say that the Union say~ "a 
true theocracy," while that of the fourth century, 
and which made the Papacy, was a false one. 
That one was not considered false by those who 
advocated ir, any more than this one is by those 
who advocate it. To the bishops of the fourth 
century that theory was as truly that of a true 
theocracy as is this now to the women of the ;N a
tional W. C. T. U.; .hence they, too, in their day 
prayed devoutly for the ballot in the hands 
of bishops'. The theocratical theory of the bish
ops of the fourth century was no more false than 
is this one now held by the W. C. T. U. And as 
that one made a Papacy then, so will this one now, 
if it should ever become successful. A Papacy is 
inherent in the very theory itself; and it matters 
not by whom it may be advocated; that will be 
the result of any successful carrying out of the 
theory. If the W. C. T. U. should get th.e bal
lot in the hands of women, and should then con
trol the Government of the United States, andes
tablish their theocracy by ballot, and elect the 
president of the National W. C. T. U. to the seat at 
the head of the Government,. she being head of a 
theocracy-a Government of God-would sit 
there.as the representative of God, and would be 
a pope. But the Government of the United 
States never wants to see a pope, either male or 
female.·-

As any theocratical theory of government in 
this world is a false theory ; as any such theory 

contains a Papacy; and as the National W. C. 
T. U. advocates just such a theory, therefore that 
much of the National Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union should be opposed as certainly, 
and as decidedly, as should the Papacy itself. 

A. T. J. 

A ~niflcant Proposal. 

THE feverish, restless spirit of the times, and 
the tendency of the age towards legislation which 
interferes with the individual rights of conscience, 
are well exemplified in a proposal by the trustees 
of the Normal College of New Jersey of an 
amendment to the State Constitution "prohibiting 
the establishment of schools the purpose of which 
is to withdraw pupils from the public schools." 

Of course the amendment is aimed directly at 
parochial schools, but great as is the evil of Rom
ish opposition to our common schools, the remedy 
proposed by the trustees of the Nor mal College 
would be a great deal worse. It is right that the 
State should require every parent to afford his 
child an opportunity to acquire a good educa
tion in the common branches of knowledge, but 
to go farther than that and say that the child 
must be educated in this school, or in that, is a 
most unwarranted invasion of private rights. If 
Protestants, because they are in the majority, 
have a right to say that Catholic children shall 
be educated in the public schools, it must follow 
that where Catholics are in the majority they have -
the right to say that Protestants shall send their 
children to chur~h schools. 

There are some things for which people are 
properly answerable only to God, and certainly 
the matter of giving religious instruction to, or of 
withholding it from their children, is one of those 
things. The State may require Catholics, or Pres
byterians, or Methodists, and, in short, people of all 
denominations, to educate their children, but the 
moment it forbids the establishment of denomina
tional schools, and requires that all shall send to 
the State schools, it strikes down religious liberty, 

_ and tramples upon the sacred rights of conscience. 

Things Not What They Seem. 

- SPEAKING .of the Sunday-Rest bill, the Leaven
worth Standard says: "The National Reform 
Association, representing a.million or so of qranks, 
has a numerous and cunning lobby on the ground, 
who are using every effort to hurry the bill 
through." 

There are not so many of them, brother. 
Don't you remember General Grant's story about 
the wolves in Texas? At the time of the Mexi
can war, he and a young companion were travel
ing to join their regiment. Says he, "On the 
evening of the first day out from Goliad we heard 
the most unearthly howling of wolves, directly in 
our front. The prairie grass was tall, and we 
could not see the beasts, but the sound indicated 
that they were near. To my ear, it appeared that 
there must have been enough of them to devour 
our party, horses and all, at a single meal. The 
part of Ohio where I hailed from was not thickly 
settled, but wolves had been driven out long be
fore I left. Benjamin was from Indiana, still less 
populated, where the wolf yet roamed over the 
prairies. He understood the nature of the ani
mal, and the capacity of a few to make believe 
there was an unlimited number of them. He 
kept on toward the noise. unmoved. . . . 
When he did speak it was to ask: 'Grant, how 
many wolves do you think there are in that pack?' 

Knowing where he was from, and suspecting that 
he thought I would overestimate the number, I 
determined to show my acquaintance with the 
animal by putting the estimate below what possi
bly could be correct, and answered, 'Oh, about 
twenty,' very indifferently. He smiled and rode 
on. In a minute we were close upon them, and 
before they saw us. There were just two of them. 
Seated upon their haunches, with their mouths 
close together, they had made all the noise we 
had been hearing for the past. ten minutes." 

That is the way it is with the National Re
formers who are pushing the Blair Bills. It 
seemed as though there were millions of them; 
but when we got hold of the cold facts about the 
petitions, in the Congressional Record, we found 
that only a few persons comparatively had been 
making all the noise. Still this doesn't warrant 
the friends of truth and justice in relaxing their 
efforts. Noise counts for a great deal in this 
world. 

Are National Reformers Christians? 

THEY claim to be. They desire to make 
Christ king of this nation. They aim to .establish 
by civil law what they call the Christian Sabbath. 
They are determined to have what they call 
Christian instruction in our public schools. Ver
ily, on the face of it, it would look as though they 
were Christians. Further, they are determined 
to compel all to submit to their regulations, ~vill
lingly if they may, forcibly if they must. If a 
man who does not believe in Sunday sacredness, 
concludes that he ought, in duty to his family and 
for the interests of his business, to wor-k upon 
that day, he must be compelled to do differently. 

Now a Christian is a follower of Christ, one 
who observes his sayings. And to one of the 
most blessed of his sayings, known all over the 
world as the "golden rule,'' N ~ti~nal Reformers 
are diametrically opposed: "All things whatso
ever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so to them." Matt. 7: 12. The term men 
includes more than the National ,Reformers, or 
Christians. It means Jew and Gentile, Barbar
ian and Scythian, Mohammedan and Pagan, be
liever and atheist. If it is right, therefore, to 
compel all these classes to observe any of the 
forms or institutions of Christianity, simply be
cause professed Christians are in the majvrity, or 
have the power to enforce obedience, it follows, if 
National Reformers are Christians indeed, that 
they believe it would be the duty of the Jew or 
the Pagan to enforce his forms of worship and re
ligious institutions upon Christians, if he were in 
the majority or had the power. 

This is the inevitable conclusion. They say to 
the grossest idolator, We are Christians, and be
lieve the golden rule of Christ~ Now we desire 
you to be a Christian. We wish you to observe 
the institutions of Christianity. If you do not de
sire to do so, we will compel you so to do. By 
that they say to him, This would be just what 
you ought to do by us-compel observance of 
your grosss idolatry-if our situation were re
versed, and the power were in ·your hands. Apd 
if the National Reform theory be correct and 
Christian, the golden rule justifies religious prose
cution and persecution, in all lands, of all relig
ions. Either Christ taught that it was right to 
compel religio1,1s observance, or else National Re
formers are not followers of Christ, Do National 
Reformers ever read the instruction of Christ? 
Will they follow it? Then they will no longer 
be National aeformers, seeking through civilla.ws 
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~;~.nd penalties to propagate the religion of Christ ; 
for National Reformers and the Christianity of 
Christ are diametrically opposed the one to the 
other. 

Christ gave the golden rule to keep his follow
ers from the exercise of all oppression and tyranny. 
And those whp believe .more in His sayings than 
they do in their own selfish greed for place and 
power, will never seek to enforce· any religion or 
religious institution on their followers. But per

. haps National Reformers have never learned the 
golden rule. For their sakes we repeat it again: 
•'All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so to them.". M. c. w. 

.Proposed Persecution in Tennessee. 

WE learn that the following is being circulated 
in. the western part of Tennessee:-

NOTICE; 
"To whom it may concern::-

"That we, the undersigned citizens of the Texas 
neighborhood and vicinity, being desirous of the 
welfare of our community, and that peace may 
prevail~ and that the morals of' our chil~ren m;:ty 
not. be Insulted and trampled upon by willful vw
lntion of the Sunday laws of our land, do this day 
pledge our honor that we will individually and col
lkctively prosecute each and every violation of our 
State law that may come under our observation." 

That our readers may know just what will be 
· the result of carrying out that pledge, w.e print 

the Tenn{lssee Sunday law, which they propose to 
enforce. Here it is:-

"If any merchant, artificer, tradesman, farmer, 
or other person, ab,all be guilty of doing or exer
cising any of the common avocations of life, or of 
causing or permiting the same to be done by his 
children or servants, (acts of real necessity or 
charity excepted) on Sunday, he shall 04l due con
viction thereof before any justice of the peace of 
thecounty, forfeit and pay three dollars, one-half 
to the person who will sue for the same, the other 
half for the use of the county." 

If the enforcement of that law would not be 
persecution, then we don't know what would be. 
If any farmer shall be "guilty" of planting 
squashes behind his barn, or of hoeing corn in 
the back lot, do\vn by the woods, on Sunday; he 
may be hauled up and fined. Yet we are gravely 
nssured that Sunday laws are simply "sanitary 
arrangements," and· are not intended to make 
men religious. we do not need to be inf;'nned 
that. they are not intended to make men religious. 
Such a law is calculated only to make anarchists 
and hypocrites. 

Sanitary arrangements, forsooth! What is 
.there about the Sunday that makes it so much 
rilore dangerous to a man's health to dig potatoes 
or weed onions on it than on any other day? 
'V e propose to ring the changes on this matter 
until the people shall see the inconsistency, or the 
duplicity, whichever it is, of those who argue for 
Sun~ay laws. If they want sanitary regulations, 
let them try their hands at framing something 
that would indicate it. If they want what the 
laws they frame seem to indicate, then let them 
say so plainly, and we shall have far greater re
spect for them. 

It may be said that the Tennessee law will 
· never be enforced according to the strict letter of 

it, and that we have supposed an impossible case. 
But the fact is that less than three years ago, 
under the Tennessee Sunday law, men were ar
rested and fined and imprisoned for quietly dig
ging potatoes on Sunday for dinner, and for 
pullipg up weeds out of their garden. And this 

· Was not in town, where people might see the work 

while passing to or from church, but in remote 
country districts, where the informer had to go 
out of his way in order to see the Sunday work. 

This fact, taken in connection with the last 
clause of the law, reminds us of another gross 
abuse that inay be perpetrated. The law gives 
one-half the fine to the person who sues the Sun
day worker. Vagabonds who have nothing to 
do but loaf around, may make a very fine thing 
for themselves by spying around the country, 
and peeping into shops to see who is working, and 
then lodging information against them. The 
Tennessee Bunday law is a disgrace to the State 
and to civilization, yet the reader will look in vain 
to see any denunciation of it by any National 
Reformer or advocate of a Sunday law "for· sani-
tary purposes only." w. 

Why Unite Sunday and Prohibition? 

A NOTICEABLE feature of the present Sunday
Law agitation is the disposition manifested by all 
its advocates to unite the Sunday and the Tem
perance questions, or rather to make it appear 
that they are one and the same question. The 

. following, from a religious paper published in San 
Francisco, shows how the matter is generally pre
sented:-

" The demand for the· destruction of the Chris
tian sabbath, the poor man's sabbath, his rest d:q, 
his lease of ,Jife, his hope, is the demand of the sa
loon and the vile horde born of the saloon. We 
have put the city and the State in the hands of 
the worst set that ever cursed the earth; to wit, 
the conspirators against truth, virtu_\), and our 
homes-the remorseles:l wretches of the saloon bus
iness. They are ruining workingmen and destroy
ing their homes. They want no sabbath. Gen
tlemen, we have a big job on our hands to rescue 
the people from the thralldom of the saloon! But 
let us have courage and faith. Pour in petitions 
for a legal sabbath. Send t]lem to the members 
of the Legislature whom you may know. We do 
not wish to interfere with any man's rights, and 
would not, do so under any circumstances; but to 
protect one day in seven from the accursed greed 
of corporations and the consuming vices of the sa
loon, is a patriotic and Christian duty." 

The closing words of this quotation are signifi
cant, and show plainly that the central thought is 
not the advancement of temperance reform. It 
is true that "to protect one day in seven from the 
accursed greed of corporations and the consuming 
vices of the saloon, is a patriotic and Christian 
duty.'' But why protect,orily "oue day in seven 
from tht3 consuming vices of the saloon" ? Is it 
not "a Christian and patriotic duty to protect" 
every day fi·om these consuming vices? 'Vhy 
single out Sunday and protect it, while "the re
morseless wretches of the saloon business" are al
lowed to prey upon society "ruining working
men and destroying their homes" the remaining 
six days of the week? 

Why '' p~ur in petitions for a legal sabbath"? 
'Vhy not the rather "pour in petitions" for the 
prohibition of the liquor traffic on all days? And 
as for "the accursed greed of corporations," if it 
can be restrained "one day in seven," the same 
power can restrain it every ~ay in the week. If 
the movement is simply to secure to workingmen 
one day in seven from labor, why not ask for, a 
law requiring all employers to allow each em
ploye one full twenty-four-hour holiday each 
week, and allow the interested parties to arrange 
between them which day it shall be; or, better 
still, let each employe choose which of the seven 
days he will take? This arrangement would 
meet all physical demands for rest from toil, and 
is in perfect harmony with the somewhat popular 
seventh-part-of-time theory. 

Such a proposition will however meet with no 
favor among the advocates of "a legal sabbath," 
for what they want is not merely that "one day 
in seven shall be protected," etc., but that Sun
day, the first day of the week, the so-called 
";Christian Sabbath," shall be that day. But 
why should everybody be required to keep this 
particular day? Who requires this at our 
hands? Some people, we suppose, feel it to be a 
religious duty to observe that da.y, but many, 
equally conscientious, think quite differently. 
Why then should they be compelled to act con
trary to their convictions in this matter, any more 
than in other questions of faith and practice? 

Let those who wish to do so keep Sunday, 
. but it is a dangerous thing to give to any 
church or to any number of churches the power 
to enforce upon others the practice of any article 
of their creed. 

The law of California-and so far as the 
writer is aware the same is true in every State
gives ample protection to all religious assemblies, 
not only on Sunday, but upon every day, and 
this is right; but what possible difference can it 
make to A, who chooses to go to meeting on Sun
day, if B takes a spade and digs in his garden, 
or ifC hitches up his team and plows in his field? 
"Oh," you say, "it outrages A's religious sensibil
ities." But what if it does? Are A's feelings 
any better than B's or C's feelings? and why 
protect one man's feelings any more than an
other's? Is not the very existence of Protestant
ism a standing outrage on the feelings of every 
Papist? and are not the feelings of the Pope out-' 
raged every day by the knowledge that Protest
ant worship is conducted almost withil1 the 
shadow of the Vatican? Certainly; but that is 
no reason why Protestantism should not exist, or 
that a Methodist meeting-house should not be 
tolerated in Rome. The fact is that people have 
no business to have feelings that would deny to 
others equal rights with themselves; such feelings 
are a violation of the golden rule. 

Sabbath keeping is purely a matter of religion, 
and it is no more proper to enfhrce it by law than 
it would be to compel men to make a profession 
ofreligion, ask a blessing at their tables, or have 
family prayers. It is a duty that every man 
owes to God and to his family to do these things; 
but no one would think of claiming that the 
State has a right to require him to perform such 
duties. And so, even were we to grant for a mo
ment that Sunday is the Sabbath, it is clearly not 
within the province of the State to regulate the 
keeping of it farther than it does the discharge of 
other real or supposed religious duties; namely, 
to protect in the discharge of these duties, all 
who wish to perform them. Farther than this 
the Government has no right to go. 

C. P BoLLMAN. 

A Fallacy Exposed. 

A SHORT time ago we heard one of the minis
ters of Oakland read an essay to his congregation 
on Sunday observance. It was one of a combin
ation of discourses designed to. stir the people up 
to see the necessity of' a State Sunday law; but 
one of the illustrations used was most unfortunate. 
It is well known that the strongest plea for a Sun
day law is on the ground that the workingman is 
ground down by soulless corporations. Pathetic 
stories are told of conscientious men who would 
like to keep Sunday, and who feel th~t they 
eught to, but who are not able to follow out their 
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conscientious convictions lest they should lose 
their places. 

The preacher was showing how strictly Sunday 
ought to be observed, and how God's blessing 
follows its strict observance. He told of a man 
with whom he was acquainted in Chicago, who 
was forced to drive on a street-car for a living. 
Wheh it came Saturday night his employers re
quired him to work thtl next day, but he refused, 
saying that he could not work on "the Sabbath," 
and that he would throw up. l1is job. The man-

. agers, however, concluded that so conscientious a 
man would be valuable, and did not discharge 
him, but gave him constant employinent after 
that. 

He also mentioned the case of the young man 
who was discharged by Stephen Girard, because 
he refused to help load a ship on Sunday. The 
young man wandered around for several weeks 
in search of employment, and finally found an ex
cellent place in a bank, to the managers of which 
he was recommended by Girard himself, as a 
model of conscientious honesty. · 

If this proves anything, it proves that the talk 
about a Sunday law being a necessity in order 
that the laboring ma~ may keep Sunday in ac
cordance with the dictates of his own conscience, 
is all cant. It proves that there is no necessity 
whatever for any Sunday law. Everybody who 
wants to keep Sunday can do so without a law, 
and nobody can hinder him; while those who 
do not want to keep Sunday will not thank those 
who make a law compelling them to. The only 

-necessity there is for a Sunday law is in the selfish-
ness of those who are clamoring for it. · 

Religious Legislation. 

A POLITICAL convention is to be held. Some
body is to be elected to represent the people in 
the legislative halls of the State. The conven
tion must decide who shall run in the interest of 
the party, as a candidate to be voted for at the elec

,tion. Many men desire the honor and the money 
that the office would give them. Who shall be 
the favored man? Much scheming will be nec
essary to succeed. Opponents must be misrepre
sented. Several must be bought off. Delegates 
must be bribed. Cheating in the count, and false
hood in covering it up, must all be resorted. to in 
order to obtain the nomination. After the nom
inations have been made, then all these sins must 
be increased ten-fold before the man is elected 
and legally installed in office. 

This manner of procedure is so common all 
over the country that exceptions rarely occur. In 
fact, corruption is so nearly universal that honest 
men dread to enter the race, and for these rea
sons, the majority of office-holders are political 
tricksters. But finally the legislative body meets, 
and after much confusion and ado, they are pre
pared to begin the respons:ble work of making, 
un-making, and re-making laws. 

While these men are thus engaged· in their 
work, we will notice what is taking place else
where. An ecclesiastical association meet and 
form a creed. Their neighbors are willing for 
them to adopt it if they choose to, as it does not 
interfere with their civil rights. But the makers 
of the creed are not disposed to brook opposition, 
and therefore they begin to cast about them to 
hit upon some scheme by which dissenters may be 
compelled to conform to the will of the creed
makers; At this juncture a National Reformer 
proposes to them that as the Legislature is in ses-

sion, they can have the creed embodied into a 
bill, and enacted into a law, and thus unanimity 
of action all over the State will be secured. The 
creed-makers have the balance of power any way, 
and why should not their will in the matter be
come law, and thu~;J confusion be avoided among 
the people? 

Then it flashes upon their minds that these 
law-makers. are God's ministers, ordained of the 
Lord for this very purpose ; and they only won
der why they have been so long in finding this 
out. Of course these officials have never studied 
the Scriptures, neither have many of them been 
converted; but the manner in which they ob
tained their election has sanctified them for this 
purpose, and they are therefore eminently quali
fied to decide upon spiritual matters pertaining to 
the kingdom of Christ; for have not the National . 
Reformers declared that Christ's kingdom is of 
this world, and that even Israel was a republic, 
and that the laws were enacted by the seventy 
who were elected by the people? And if so, do 
not the princes of this world understand the wis
dom of God, even the hidden mystery? 

But what says the Apostle Paul about it? He 
says that it was not God's will that the faith of 
the church should stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in tire power of G~d: "We speak wisdom 
among them which are perfect, yet not the wis
dom of this world, nor of the princes of this world 
that come to naught: but we speak the wisdom 
of God in a mystery . . . which none of the 
princes of this world knew; for had they known 
it they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Glory." See 1 Cor. 2: 5-8. 

The backslidden church, in the days when the 
Son of God was on the earth in person, appealed 
to the princes of this world, who were appointed 
by Cresar, to have tlie traditions of the elders en
forced upon everyone. These traditions, which 
made void the commandment.<~ of God, were to 
the elders of more consequence than the life of 
the Son of God ; and, therefore, they caused these 
Coosar-made 9fficials to believe that unless they 
crucified Christ, they were not Coosar's friends; 
and therefore Christ was crucified. Paul, through 
the Spirit of God, instructs the Church of Christ 
upon these very points. These Cresar-appointed 
officials, who crucified the Lord of Glory in per
son, have often .. been imitated by earthly rulers in 
putting Christ to death in the person of his saints. 

The very religious Pharisees, by the force of 
their influence, finally compelled Pilate to give 
sentence against Jesus. The church, backslidden 
from God, appealed to Pilate, reminding him that 
he was not Coosar's friend if he did not condemn 
Jesus for them. John 19:12. This made Pilate 
know that these people who were so zealous for 
their creed would be his political enemies if he 
did not yield to their demand, and not being 
scripturally-minded himself he reluctantly gave 
sentence to the clamor of the multitude. But 
what faith had he in their religion? 

But were not Pilate and his official colleagues 
to be obeyed civilly? Christ, in his Sermon on 
the Mount, taught the people to respect these very 
men. Whenever he was interrogated upon the 
po~nt of civil obedience, he advised it. But in 
points of religion, he advised them to "render unto 
God the things that are God's." 

Pilate should have distp.issed the assembly, as 
his wife advised him to do, but the voices of the 
people and the priests prevailed, and Pilate made 
the chief mistake of his life by letting himself be 
influenced to go beyond his jurisdiction-tc. in-

terfere in matters purely of a religious character 
Whenever the legislative bodies of our country 

permit themselves to be influenced by the churches 
to enter the arena of religious legislation, they 
will be in spirit and kind repeating the history of 
Pilate in his condemnation of Christ. They 
should let these things alone, and attend to the 
kind of matters that relate to Cresar. 

WM. COVERT. 

What's the Matter With Milk? 

AT the Oakland Sunday-Law meeting the u~ual 
plea of a "sanitary arrangement" was made. 
This Sunday law is a thing absolutely necessary 
for the health of the people. In his speech, Dr. 
Briggs took occasion to tell how to get the full 
benefit of this sanitary arrangement. One very 
essential thing was, not to allow the milkman to 
deliver any milk ·on Sunday. Now we have given 
some study to sanitary matters, and we cannot see 
how receiving into the house and eating milk on 
Sunday is of serious detriment to anybody's health, 
providing, of course, the milk is not too thin. 
Why is milk t.hat is good on six days in the we~iJk 
so intensely deleterious on Sunday? This is a 
problem for scientists. 

But hold! we remember that this proposed 
Sunday law is solely in the interest of temper
ance. All they want to do is to close the saloons, 
so that the good people can have a chance to rest 
and worship "according to the dictates of their 
own consciences." Now we have two explana
tions, either one of which may fit the case. They 
are afraid that when the saloons have been closed 
up, the saloon men will bribe the milkmen to mix 
a little whisky with their milk, or else to deliver 
whisky a.a beer to certain houses, under pretense 
of leaving mille. Very far-sighted, these temper
ance workers are, to be sure. Vve congratulate 
them on their sagacity. 

But possibly they have found that milk, is a 
very harmful beverage. You know that some 
milk is bad, and when milk is bad it is like the 
little girl that Mother Goose tells about, "it is 
horrid," and very dangerous to health. Now 
these clerical guardians of the public health have 
discovered this, and are determined to allow the 
people to be exposed no longer. So just as they 
will G.lose the saloons on Sunday, in the interest of 
temperance, they will stop the sale of milk on 
Sunday, in the interest of health. "But if the 
milk is so bad that it is positively dangerous, why 
not prohibit the sale of it altogether?" asks one. 
Simple soul, can't you see that when the people 
;:tre idle they are much more susceptible to disease 
than they are when they are at work? "\Vhen 
people are at work they can throw off the evil 
effects; but on Sunday, when they are idle, the 
milk can' get in its deadly work unhindered. 
'Vhat a wonder that the country has not been 
depopulated through eating milk on Sunday! 

Friends, do you believe a word of the state
ment, that the proposed Sunday law is to be only 
a sanitary arrangement? We don't believe that 
you do. We don't believe that anybody does, 
not even the men who say so. No one can believe 
such a palpable absurdity. Well, then, stop and 

·ask yourself if there must not be some inherent 
wickedness in a scheme ·which compels its promot
ers to resort to such flimsy excuses ? 

THERE are many who do not seem to be sensi
ble that all .violence in religion is irreligious, and 
that, whoever is wrong, the persecutor cannot be 
right." -Thomas Clarke. 
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from St. Helena, which is on a branch of the Central 
Pacific Railroad. 

Persons sending notice will be met at the St. He!· 
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the J:tealth. Its artwles bemg short and pointed, it is 
spermlly adapted to farmers, mechanics, and house
keepers, who have but little leisure for reading. It 
is just the journal that every family needs and may 
b~ read with profit by :>-11· Price, $100 p:r year, or 
With the 300-page premmm book-" Practical Manual 
of Hygiene ami Temperance," containing household 
and cooking recipes-post-paid for $1.40, 
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IT is not toleration which is establlshed -in our 
system, but religious equality.-Judge Cooley. 

"HuMAN tribunals for the consciences of men, 
are impious encroachments upon the prerogatives 
of God." 

SECULAR power has proved a Satanic gift to 
the church, and ecclesiestical power has proved 
an engine of tyranny in the hands of the State. 
-Dr. Sohaff, in Church and State in the U. S., 
p.11. 

THE proper object of government is to protect 
all persons in the enjoyment of their religious as 
well as civil rights, and not to determine for any 
whether they shall esteem- one day above another, 
or esteem all days alike holy . ..,-Hon. Richard M. 
Johnson, 1828. 

THE Wellsboro (Penn.) Republican Advocate, 
of January 30, contains a column article which 
gives a very fair view of the work of theN ational 
Reform Association, and the editor says of it: 
"This subject is well worth discussion, and the 
columns of the Republican Advocate are open to 
communjcations for or against the Amendment." 
We are glad to see this matter agitated ; it is fast 
becoming the leading question of the day. 

, THE president of the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union of Reading, Pa., has issued an ap
peal to the pastors and 'Jhurches of that city, asking 
them all to co-operate in a Sunday crusade. She 
says: "Can we pray, Thy kingdom come, and not 
lift our arm to strike at the wrong?" which 
shows again that the effort to enact and enforce 
Sunday laws is simply the outcome of the Na· 
tiona! Reform idea that men are to act as the 
viQ(;lgerents of Christ in establishing his kingdom. 

THE Oakland Herald of Truth (Baptist) has 
this to say on the matter of Sunday laws:-

"So far as the legal Sabbath is concerned, in 
California or elsewhere, for purposes of worship, 
we are afraid that no restriction of law will ever 
meet the case. If one law passes in the name of 
religion, another one may pass. If Protestants 
and Roman Catholics join hands for protection in 
one case religiously, a bad religious precedent 
may exist, from which the untrammeled conscience 
of the Protestant world sometime may wish it was 
historically free." 

Of all people in the world, the Baptists-ought 
to be opposed to any attempt to legislate on re
ligious subjects. 

THE Rev. W. F. Crafts is nothing if not a pol
itician. The Baltimore Sun of January 16, has 
the following, which shows hi_s activity:-

"The Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, field secretary of 
the American Sabbath Union, came to Baltimore 
yesterday, was the guest of Prof. Richard T. Ely, 
of the Johns Hopkins University, at dinner, called 
to see Cardinal Gibbon5 in the afternoon, presided 
at an informal meeting of' Baltimore preachers at 

the Y. M. C. A. hall, and was the guest of the 
Rev. Dr. Frank M, Ellis, pastor of the Eutaw Place 
Bapti.st Church, and vice-president of the Associa
tion for Maryland, in the evening. The Rev. Mr. 
Crafts is in Baltimore in the interest of the Sun
day-Rest bill, now before Congress, and at the meet
ing of the preachers in the evening urged them to 
use all the means in their power to have the bill 
passed and made a law." 

THE English Lord Stanhope, in a speech in the 
House of Lords in 1827, on the Bill for the Re· 
peal· of the Test and Corporation Acts, said : 
"The time was, when toleration was craved by 
dissenters as a boon; it is now demanded as right; 
but a time will come when it will be spurned as 
an ins1}lt." 

What other nations call religious toleration, we 
call religious rights. They are not exercised in 
virlue of governmental indulgence, but as rights, 
of which government cannot deprive any porlion of 
citizens, however small. Despotic power may in
vade those rights, but justice still confirms them.
Reporl of Senate Committee on Post-offices anr!' 
Post-roads, 1828. 

THERE is a very great difference between tol
eration and liberty. Toleration is a concession 
which may be withdrawn ; it implies a preference 
for the ruling form of faith and worship, and a 
practical disapproval of all other forms. It may 
be coupled with many restrictions and disabili
ties. We tolerate what we dislike, but cannot 
alter; we tolerate even a nuisance, if we must. 
Acts of toleration are wrung from a government 
by the force of circumstances and the power of a 
minority too strong to be disregarded.-Dr. Philip 
Schaff. 

THE Leavenworth (Kansas) Standard speaks 
ofpetitions that are being circulated in that city, 
asking Congress not to pass any bill In regard to 
the observance of the Sabbath . or any other re
ligious or ecclesiastical institution or rite, etc., 
and says:.-

"Senator Blair's Sunday-Law bill, which has 
passed to a third reading in the Senate, prohibits 
railway trains, the mails, labor, games, military 
parades or inspection, and pretty much everything 
else that people care to do on Sunday, except go 
to church. The object of the petition is to defeat 
the passage of this and other similar measures, and 
to prevent insane fanaticism from destroying the 
work ofWashington,Jefferson, and the other fathers 
of the Republic." 

The Standard has taken the measure of the 
bill very accurately. We are glad of this, for 
only those who know what would be the result of 
its passage can successfully oppose it. 

The Blair Sunday Rest Bill· 

Tms is the name of a 56-page pamphlet just 
issuec:l by the Pacific Press Publishing Company. 
It is a clear, concise history of the attempts to se
cure National legislation in regard to Sunday, 
and especially of the causes which led to the in
troduction of the Blair bill. The bill is given in 
full, both in its original form and with the 
changes desired by the "National Sabbath Asso
ciation." A brief analysis is also given, and an 
account of the formation of the "National Sabbath 
Committee," and Union. 

Considerable space is devoted to showing the 
nature of the bill, and to a ;consideration of the 
effect it would have if it should become a law. 
The means by which the bill has been pushed, 

and the character of the work, are dwelt on at 
somelength. Altogether the little pamphlet will 
be found to give a good outline of tl1e rise and 
progress of the present Sunday agitation, a11d will 
afford a good basis from which to study the 
whole question. Numerous quotations are made, 
and the exact reference given in every instance, 
so that every fact stated may be fully verified. 

To those who are canvassing for the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL, or for signatures to petitions in behalf 
ofreligious liberty, or are engaged in any branch 
of anti-National Reform work, this pamphlet will 
be indispensable. 

Everybody who is interested in the matter of 
Sunday legislation, which is getting to be th-e 
great question ofthe day, should get the book and 
study it. Friends and enemies of the Blair Sun
day-Rest Bill, will alike find it useful in enabling 
them to understand the exact facts, >:o that they 
can argue intelligently upon it; 

This pamphlet is one of a regular series of 
semi-monthly publications issued by the Pacific 
Press Publishing Co., upon the first and fifteenth 
of each month, commencing January 1, 1889, 
and trea;ting upon the various phases of ·the 
National Reform Movement, the Union of Church 
and State, a~d Civil and Religious Liberty. The 
series will be issued under the general title of "THE 
SENTINEL LIBRARY," and will be regularly en-

, tered at the post-office as second-class matter; so 
that News Agents can re-mail them at the regular 
pound rates. Each number will contain a telling 
treatise upon some branch or phase of the work. 
The Library will be uniform in size (page about 
5x7t inches), each number containing from 8 to 
56 pages or more. Subscription price, 25 num
bers, 75 cents per year, post-paid. Single num
bers at the rate of one cent for each 8 pages, post
paid. 

The first five numbers are now ready. No. 1 
entitled, "The National Reformed Constitution," 
gives a view of our Constitution as it will appear 
when amended to conform to the views of Na
tional Reformers, 24 pages, price, three cents, post
paid. No. 2 entitled, " Religious Liberty," con
tains Senator Robert H. Crockett's famous speech 
before the Arkansas Legislature, 8 pages, price one 
cent, post-paid. No. 8 is entitled, "The E-1ils 

· of Religious Legislation," 8 pages, price one cent, 
post-paid. No. 4 contains "The Blair Sunday
Rest Bill," as noticed above, 56 pages, price seven 
cents, post-paid. No. 5 will contain "The Blair 
Educational Amendment Bill," with comments, 
showing the tendency which the passage of this 
bill will have toward the establishment of a N a· 
tiona! Religion. Orders for single numbers, or 
subscriptions for the year, should be addressed 
to Pacific Press Publishing Co., 12th and Cas
tro Sreets, Oakland, Cal., or 43 Bond Street, New 
York City. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
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The defense of American Institutions, the pr,!lservation 
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THE framers of the Federal Constitution, re
membering the persecution of dissenters and non
conformists in the mother country and in several 
American colonies, cut the poisonous tree of per
secution by the root, and substituted for specific 
religious tests a simple oath or solemn affirmation. 
- Churolb and State in the United States. 

THE Friday edition of the New York Mail 
and Express will· henceforth contain the matter 
that was formerly issued in the monthly magazin~, 
the Pearl of Days, the official organ of the 
American Sabbath Union. The heading, "The 
Pearl of Days," is used over the department con
taining the Sunday matter, and we shall often use 
it in giving credit for quotations from it. 

THEN ational Reform Association will celebrate 
its qua.rter centennial with a National Conference 
in connection with its annual meeting in Pitts
burg, April 23-25. Eight sessions will be held. 
All Vlfoman's Christian Temperance Unions, 
Sabbath Associations and Committees, Young 
Men's Christian Associations, etc., :;tre invited to 
send delegates. 

UNDER the heading, "TheW ay of theW orld," 
the Voice says that petitions said to represent 
14,000,000 persons have been presented to the 
Senate, praying that Congress shall forbid all 
needless work in the mail and military service, 
and in interstate commerce.'' This item comes 
very fittingly under the heading of" The \V ay of 
the World," for if there ever was a transaction 
that was marked by worldly policy and scheming 
it is that matter of the Sunday-law petitions. 

THB Rev. H. Grattan Guinness is a believer 
in the doctrine commonly known as the "Age to 
Come." . In a recent discourse in Boston, he 
said : " All prophecy of the Scriptures, in the next 
age, will be taught in the common schools, and 
will be as well understood by the children as 
geography and astronomy." But Senator Blair 
is just an age ahead of Mr. Guinness. He pro
poses to have these things taught in the present 
age, the same as arithmetic and geography. 
Without doubt the Age-to-Come advocates will 
gladly unite with Senator Blair, in hastening the 
time. 

THE chairman of the Executive Committee on 
the centennial celebration of \Vashington's inaug
uration, has sent out addresses to all the clergy
men of the country, asking them to hold a service 
of prayer and thanksgiving in their churches at 
9:30 A.' M., April 30, and have also sent an ad
dress to the President, asking him to make a proc
lamation calling upon all citizens of the United 
States to observe April 30 as a day of National 
thanksgiving. The most noticeable thing is that 
the addresses are "signed by a committee of clergy
men representing the clergy of New York and 
Brooklyn," and that of the eleven representative 
clergymen whose names are signed, that of Martin 
J. Brophy, "representing Archbishop Corrrigan," 
heads the list, and that of William Hayes Ward, 
editor of the Independent, is at the bottom. Does 
anybody suppose that that address could by any 
means have been sent out with the order of names 
reversed? If he does, he doesn't know the Roman 
Catholic Church. Protestants must give her rep
resentatives the first place if they would secure 
her co-operation. 

The Blair Educational Amendment Bill. 

\VE promised some time ago to comment on 
Senrttor Blair's remarks on this bill, but since then 
other matter which seemed more important has 
crowded it ~ut. Now, although the bill has been 
twice printed in the AMERICAN SENTINEL, we 
propose to print it again in connection with Mr. 
Blair's remarks in the Senate, and to make such 
comments on ·both as will enable all to see just 
what is involved in the proposed amendment. 
The largely increased circulation of the SENTINEL, 
since the bill was last printed, warrants and even 
makes necessary this repetition. 

Before proceeding to the consideration of the 
bill, it may be well to read what some of the most 
prominent men in the United States think of the 
Constitution as it is. TheN ew York Independent, 
without any reference to the Blair amendment, 
sent out letters asking the following question: 
"Has there been such ad vance i.n political sci<mce, 
and such development of this Nation, during the 
past hundred years, as to demand any considerable 
modification in our Constitution? If so, in what 
lines should it be made?" To this the following 
answers, which appeared in the Independent, 
January 10, 1889, were received from men who 
certainly need no instruction in the United States 
Constitution. We first quote the closing para
graph of a long reply by Francis 'Wharton, 
LL.D.:-

" The Constitution itself requires no amend
ment· but what is required is the removal from it 
of th~ patches impaui!l~ its. symmet:~· its c~m
prehensiveness, its ela~tlc1ty, It~ dl~~:~bilr~,y, wh1ch 
have been imposed on 1t by the JUdiciary. 

Hon. George Bancroft, the historian, who is as 

familiar with the Constitution as ordinary people 
are with the alphabet, said:-

"I have your letter asking what changes had 
better be made in the Constitution. I know of 
none; if any change is needed, it is in ourselves, 
that we may more and more respect that body of 
primal law." 

This is to the point, and we commend it to the 
careful consideration of National Reforri1ers. It 
is they that need amendment; not the Constitu
tion of the United States. The remaining answers 
are from judges of the United States Supreme 
Court, whose special business it is to be familiar 
with the Constitution. J usticc Bradley wrote, 
"I would have no Ghange," and then added:-

,,I think it is a most happy arrangement that 
sudden whiffs and gusts of popular feeling are not 
always able to execute and carry out the rash pur
poses with which they are inspired." 

To the same intent is the following from Justice 
Gray:-

" I am so old-fashioned as to think that the Con
stitution, administered according to its letter and 
spiri~, is well enough as it is. And I al!l ?f the 
opiniOn of the late Governor Andrew, that It IS not 
desirable to 1\'Iexicanize our Government by pro
posing constitutional amendments as often as there 
is supposed to be a disturbance in its practical 
working." 

If the so-called Educational Amendment should 
be adopted, the flood-gates of religious legislation 
would be opened, and the Constitution of the 
U nitecl States would in time become little more 
than a church creed. This is not empty assertion, 
as will presently appear. 

Justice Blatchford's letter to the Independent, 
which we quote in full, is' as follows:-

" I am satisfied with the Constitution as it is. 
It cannot be bettered. Constitution tinkers are in 
a poor business. If there are ills, it is better to 
bear them than fly to others that we know not of." 

There you have the opinion of men whose busi
ness it is to make a special study of the Constitu
tion of the United States. Surely it should be 
entitled to some weight. Reason should teach 
men that there cannot bo any serious defect in a 
Constitution under which this Government has 
grown to an extent and with a rapidity unprec
edented in the history' of Nations. But we come 
now to the proposed amendment, which reads as 
follows:-

"Resol·ved by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of the United States of America (two
thirds of each Rouse concurring therein), That 
the following amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States be, and hereby is; proposed to the 
States, to become valid when ratified by the Legis
latures of three-fourths of the States, as provided 
in the Constitution:-

ARTICLE-. 
"SECTION 1. No State shall ever make or main

tain any law respecting an estabHsl1ment of re
ligion, or prohibiti.ng the free exercise thereof. 

"SEC. 2. Each State in this Union shall estrtb
lish ariel maintain a system of free public schools, 
adequate for the instruction of all the children 
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living therein, between the ages of six and sixteen 
years inclusive, in the common branches of knowl
edge, and in virtue, morality, and the principles of 
the Christian religion. But no money raised by 
taxation imposed by law, or any money or other 
property or credit belonging to any municipal 
organization, or to any State, or to the United 
States, shall ever be appropriated, applied, or given 
to the use or purposes of any school, institution, 
corporation, or person, whereby instruction or 
training shall be given in the doctrine~, tenets, 
belief, ceremonials, or observances peculiar to any 
sect, denomination, organization, or society, being, 
or claiming to be, religious in its character, or such 
peculiar doctrines, tenets, belief, ceremonial, or 
observances b~ taught or inculcated in the free 
public schools. 

"SEC. 3. To t ~10 end that each State, the United 
States, and all t:1e people thereof, may have and 
preserve Governments republican in form, and in 
substance, the United States shall guarantee to 
every State, and to'-the people of. every State, and 
of the United States, the support and maintenance 
of such a system of free public schools as is herein 
provided. 

"SEC. 4. That Congress shall enforce this article 
by legislation when necessary." 

This joint resolution was introduced into the 
Senate on the 25th of May, 1888, and after being 
read twice, was ordered to lie on the table. It 
remained there until December 22, 1888, when 
Mr. Blair, having obtained the consent of the 
Senate, called it up, and had it referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

The Charleston News and C(lurier has printed 
quite a number of letters from Southern college 
presidents and professors, concerning this bill, 
most of them favoring it on the ground that it 
would be a help to the Southern States. None of 
them look at the religious features of the bill, but 
only to the material help which it promises. It 
is this which will lead many to overlook the very 
objectionable clause in it; yet even this is con
demned by some who are in the South, where the 
greatC!!t benefit would be received in this line. 
'{'hus, Prof. C. F. Smith, of Vanderbilt Un~versity, 
Nashville, Tennessee, says:-
. ''At first I was favorably inclined to the bill, as 
I feared that most of. the Southern States would 
not be able to bear the burden of illiteracy thrust 
upon them by the Civil War. . . . I am now 
opposed to the bill on general principles. I do not 
believe that many of the Southern States really 
need this help. . . . Granted, however, that in 
many, or even most of the Southern States, the im
mediate result would be good,-that is, that more 
inen would, in the next few years, be able to read 
and write with this help than without it,-in the 
long run I fear we should be more injured than 
benefited. Unless Rtates are different from indi
viduals, the policy of helping them to do what, 
even with great effort, they might do for them
selves, could only end in making them dependent." 

President J. F. Crowell, of Trinity College, 
North Carolina, is in favor of the bill because of 
the material help which will be afforded to the 
States, although he acknow)edges that it is defect
ive as a measure of financial administration, and 
on constitutional grounds, admitting that it will 
"stretch the Constitution till it cracks." 

Pro£.E. C. Woodward, of South Carolina Col
lege, Columbia, says: "The South needs additional 
educational facilities, but this bill does not offer 
the educational aid most needed by our people." 

President W. S. Candler, of Emory College, 
Oxford, Georgia, says:-

"In view of the sore need for more and better 
educational facilities in the South, I am strongly 
tempted to indorse the bill, but my judgment, un
biased by such considerations, is that the bill is not 
to be approved. I do not believe that the general 
Government is authorized to make any such appro
priation t0 the cause of education. As to its possi
ble etfcct on the South I cn,nnot spea:k so confi.dently, 

but I fear it would- be disappointing as a method of 
popular education, and, besides, would teach our 
people a parental view of this Government which 
would be vicious in its results. We need something 
more than money to educate the people, and there 
are many evils we can endure with less danger than 
we can invite a revolutionary departure from the 
constitutional functions of the National Govern
ment." 

From the quotations already made, all of which 
have been copied from Public Opinion, January 
26, 1889, it appears that the amendment is not to 
be commended even aside from its religious 
features, to which we shall now give attention. 
The second section is the one which contains the 
real point at issue. That requires each State to 
"establish and maintain a system of free public 
schools, adequate for the education of all the 
children living therein, between the ages of six 
and sixteen years, inclusive, in the common 
branches of knowledge, and in virtue, morality, 
and the principles of the Christian religion." . 

It would seem that the most superficial observer 
could see that this section is in direct opposition 
to the first, which li\ays that "no State shall ever 
make or maintain any law respecting an estab
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer
eise thereof;" for it does provide for the establish

, mont of a State religion. Some apologists for the 
bill have sought to evade tllis, by saying that the 
amendment does not require the States to main
tain an establishment of religion, but only to 
maintain schools adequate for the education of 
children in the principles of the Christian religion. 

This is the thinnest kind of an evasion; for 
what would be the sense of maintaining schools 
adequate for the education of chil.t:lrcn in the 
principles of the Christian religion, if those prin
ciples were not taught? What is meant by 
"schools adequate Lr the education" of children 
in the principles of the Christian religion? Evi
dently, schools equipped with suitable text-books, 
and provided with teachers competent to give 
instruction in those principles. That would 
involve quite a change from our present school 
system, for our schools are not now capable of im
parting such instruction. Now it is the height of 
folly to say that the Government would be at the 
expense of providing extra text-books and teachers, 
so as to make the schools adequate for the edu
cation of the children in the 'principles of religion, 
and yet not require any such instruction to be 
given. The very fact that the State is required to 
establish and maintain a system of schools ade
quate for the education of children in the com~ 
mon branches of knowledge, and in virtue, mo
rality, and the principles of the Christian religion," 
shows that they would be expected to teach those 
principles, just as much as the common branches 
of knowledge. E. J. w. 

(To be continued.) 

\VE are informed that there are some people 
who keep the seventh day of the week, who ob
ject to the Blair Sunday Bill, on the ground that 
they would be oppressed if it sl1ould become a 
law; and that they would not object to the bill if 
it made an exemption in their favor. With all 
respect for the good people who take such a posi
tion, we must say that it is purely a selfish one, 
and selfishness, as they will find, never gains for 
its possessor any permanent good. Those who 
labor for exemptim1 clauses in Sunday laws, 
thereby give their influence in favor of such laws, 
and when the laws are enacted they may be 
counted as having contributed to that end. But 
upon trial, it will be found that exemption clauses 
arc inconsistent with the ~nwcosftd enforcement of 

Sunday ~aws, and will not long be retained; and 
then when those people are oppressed, they will 
have the comfort of knowing that they themselves 
are in part the cause of their own suffering. No, 
friends, base your opposition on the broad ground 
of true Christian charity, which has equal regard 
for the rights of all men. 

••• 
The Blair Sunday Bill Unconstitutional. 

THE Blair Sunday Bill proposed to "promote" 
the observance of the first day of the week·" as a 
day of religious worship." It is a religious bill 
wholly. 

The title of the bill not only says that its ob
ject is "to promote its [the Sunday]_ observance 
as a day of religious worship," but the first sec
tion defines the Lord's day; the second section 
refers to it as a day of worship and rest; section 
three refers to it as a day of "religious worship;" 
section four refers to it as a day of "religious 
worship ; " and section six declares that the pro
visions of the bill shall be construed so as to secure 
to the whole people rest "and the religious observ
ance of the Sabbath-day." The word "civil" is 
not in the bill. It is religious legislation, and 
that only. But any sort of religious legislation 
by Congress is unconstitutional. Therefore the 
Blair Sunday Bill is unconstitutional. This we 
shall now prove. 

All the powers of Congress are delegated pow
ers. It has no other power; it cannot exercise 
any other. Article 10 of amendments to the 
Constitution expressly declares that,-

"The powers not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
to the people." 

In all the powers thus delegated to Congress, 
there is no hint of any power to legislate upon 
any religious question, or in regard to the observ
ance of any religious institution or rite. There
fore, Senator Blair's Sunday Bill, being a relig
ious bill, is unconstitutional; and any legislation 
with regard to it will be unconstitutional. More 
than this, Sunday being a religious institution, 
any legislation by Congress in regard to its ob
servance will be unconstitutional as long as the 
United States Constitution shall remain as it now 
IS. 

Nor is this all. This would be true if the first 
amendment to the Constitution were not there as 
it is. But the Nation has not been left in doubt 
as to whether the failure to delegate this power 
was or was not intentional. The first amend
ment to the Constitution, in declaring that "Con
gress shall make no law respecting an establish
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof," shows that the failure to delegate such 
power was intentional, and makes the intention 
emphatic by absolutely prohibiting Congress from 
exercising any power with regard to religion. It 
would be impossible to frame a law on the subject 
of religion that would no~ in some way prohibit 
the free exercise of religion. Therefore the first 
amendment to the Constitution absolutely pro
hibits Congress from ever making any law with 
regard to any religious subject, or the observance 
of any religious rite or institution. Senator 
Blair's bill, being a religious bill, is shown by 
this second count to be unconstitutional. 

The National Reformers know, and have been 
contending for twenty-five years, that for Congress 
to make any Sunday laws would- be unconstitu
tiona1. Y ct the National Reform Association is · 
one of the most promineP.t agencies in urging fo:r· 
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ward Senator Blair's National Sunday bill. And 
this only shows that they are willing to resort to 
unconstitutional means to secure their coveted 
power, and to accomplish the:r purposes. But, 
when they will knowingly resort to unconstitu
tional means to accomplish their purposes, what 
will they not do when they have attained their ob
ject. As for Dr. Crafts and his fellow-workers, 
the W. C. T. U., etc., whether or not they know 
it to be unconstitutional, we do not know. Whether 
they would care, even though they did know, we 
very much doubt; because, when they can make, 
at a ·single stroke, seven millions two hundred 
thousand and one people out of one Roman Cath
olic cardinal, and can make all the Roman Cath
olics in the United States "twenty-one years of 
age or more," it. would not be a matter of great 
surprise to find that they would knowingly at
tempt to secure an unconstitutional enactment. 

A. T. J. 

Sunday Legislation in California. 

THE following bill was introduced into the 
California Senate January 16, and into the As
sembly February 8, and has been referred in both 
instances to the Committee on Public Morals:-

AN ACT. 
To ADD THREE NEW SECTIONS TO THE PENAL 

CoDE, To BE KNOWN As SECTioNs 299, 300, AND 
301, RESPECTIVELY, RELATIVE TO SUNDAY AMUSE
MENTS WHERE LIQUORS ARE SOLD, AND KEEPING 
OPEN PLACES OF BUSINESS ON SUNDAY. 

Th6 People of the State of California, repre
sented in Senate and Assembly, do enact a.~ fol
lows: 

SECTION 1. A new section is hereby added to 
the Penal Code, to be known and numbered as 
section two hundred and ninety-nine, as follows : 

299. Every person who on Sunday gets up, ex
hibits, opens, or maintains, or aids in getting up, 
exhibiting, opening, or maintaining any bull, bear, 
cock, or prize fight, horse-race, circus, gambling
house, or saloon, or any barbarous and noisy amuse
ment, or who keeps, conducts,. or exhibits any 
theater, melodeon, dance-cellar, or other place of 
musical, theatrical, or operatic performance, spec
tacle, or representation, where any wines, liquors, 
or intoxicating drinks are bought, sold, used, drank, 
or given :a. way, or who purchases any ticket of ad
mission, or directly or j,ndirectly pays any admis
sion fee to or for the purpose of witnessing or at
tending any such place, amusement, spectacle, 
performance or representation, is guilty of a mis
demeanor. 

SEC. 2. A new section is hereby added to the 
Penal Code, to be known and numbered as section 
three hundred, as follows: 

300. Every persori who keeps open on Sunday any 
store, workshop, bar, saloon, banking-house, or 
other place of business, for the purpose of transact
ing business therein, is punishable by fine not less 
than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars. 

SEc. 3. A new section is hereby added to the 
Penal Code, to be known and numbered as section 
three hundred and one, as follows: 

301. The provisions of section three hundred do 
not apply to persons who on Sunday keep open ho
tels, boarding-houses, barber shops, baths, markets, 
restaurants, taverns, livery stables, or retail drug 

. stores, for the legitimate business of each, or such 
manufacturing establishments as are usually kept 
in continued operation. 

It does not need many words, after all that l1as 
~ppeared in the SEN'l'INEL, to show up the char
aCter of such a bill as this. In prohibiting bull, 
bear, cock, and. prize fights, gambling, and bar
barous amusements, oa Sunday, it virtually says 
to tho.se who indulge in such things, "You are ~.tll 
right, so long as you don't do it on Sunday." It is 
strange that people cannot see this. Let us illus-

trate. A mother sees her little boy playing with 
his ball on Sunday, and says, "Johnnie, you 
ought not to play ball to-day, it is Sunday." 
Johnnie puts his ball away, and the next day 
goes to playing with it, as though nothing had 
been said about it. He could not imq,gine, from 
what his mother said, that she thought it wrong 
to play ball, but only that she thought it wrong 
to play ball on Sunday. No one will question 
this. 

Now suppose Johnnie, after a few years, should 
take to playing cards. If 'his mother, seeing him 
playing cards with a boon companion on Sunday, 
should say, "John, don't you know you ought not 
to play cards on Sunday," would John thtnk that 
his mother had any objection to his playing cards 
provided he didn't do it on Sunday? He could 
not. If she should lay upon him an express pro
hibition never to play cards, he would know 
that she looked with displeasure on that amuse
ment; but if she specified a certain time when he 
should not play cards, then he would know that 
in her mind the time when the thing was done de
termined its character. 

So it is with this Sunday law. It virtually 
says that all these fights and barbarous amuse
ments are all right on any day except Sunday. 
The Sunday-law zealots may call what they please 
for our opposition to Sunday laws; we have got 
used to being classed by them with the rabble, 
for it is the only argument they have to use 
against us; but notliing shall make us give our 
assent to any law that classes saloon keeping, cock 
and prize fighting, and such things as that, on -
a level with banking and manufacturing. We 
don't know what stronger indictment than this 
need be brought agaiflst the bill. 

The Society of Friends and National 
Reform. 

HAVING noticed that some of the Friends of 
Indiana and Iowa have indorsed the petitions for 
the passage of the Blair bills, our friend G. S. 
Honeywell has taken the pains to ascertain the 
exact facts as to the relation of this people to the 
National Reform movement, and submits there
sults of his investigation to us as follows, which 
we are sure will be read with great interest :-

This people may be considered as three distinct 
bodies, as follows: The Wilberites, Guernites and 
Hicksites. The first-named body represents the 
orthodox Friends, numbering about 15,000, and 
located east of the Alleghany Mountains. This 
society stands almost unanimously opposed to the 
Blair movement. Then there are the Guernites, 
numbering about 50,000, representing the so
called orthodox Friends west. This body I am 
sorry to say are largely, the majority perhaps, in 
favor of the union of Church and State, on the 
basis of tl1e National Reform Association. The 
third branch, or Hicksite Society, located both 
east and west, numbering about 40,000, are sol
idly opposed to religious legislation, as shown by 
the following correspondence betwe~n the!r leader 
in this city (Richmond, Ind.), and our represent
ative from this district in Congress, the Ron. 
Thomas M. Brown :-

"RICHMOND, Ind., Dec. 22, 1888. · 
"FRIEND THOMAS 'M. BROWN, Washington, D. 

C.: I inclose to-day a copy of the AMERICAN SEN
TniEL, containing the proposed Sunday Jaw and 
amendment to the United States Constitution. 
Doubtless thou art well acquainted with the pro
visions of both. Let this, then, serve only as a re
minder that the Society of Friends view with alarm 
any s~ep in the direction of Church and State union 

"Believing as we do that this i~ only a forerunner 
of persecution for opinion's sake, that it means, 
when stripped of its sophistry, religious opinions 
prescribed by Statute; believing further that all in
terference by the power, in matters of religious 
thought or the expression of it, is the beginning cf 
despotism, we enter our solemn protest against the 
passage of the bill and resolution. While I am 
not authorized to speak for the Society of Friends 
at large, I know their opinions are in harmony 
with those I have expressed. At a meeting of the 
Philanthropi'c Committee of our Society, W. C. 
Starr and myself were requested to write to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress· and 
learn from them the probabilities of the passage of 
the bill and resolution, that the society in its offi
cial capacity may take proper action relative thereto. 
· "With true regard I remain, thy frie:~d, 

"W. W. FOULKE." 
The following is the reply:-

"HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U. S., ~ 
W ASRINGTON, D. C., Dec. 27, 1888. f 

"W. W. FOULKE, Richmond, Ind.-.l}Iy .Dear 
Friend: I have your favor calling my attention to 
the proposed Sunday law and amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States; I have had my 
attention called to this subject frequently of late, 
and have made myself acquainted with the de
tails of the proposed legislation. I have also tried 
to ascertain the view taken of the matter by the 
representatives of the people in Congress. I think 
it safe to say that there is not the slightest danger 
of the passage of either of these measures. They 
have never been reported by the committee to 
which they are committed, and probably never 
will be. If they were submitted to a vote, I am 
sure they would be defeated by a decisive majority. 
But I do not apprehend that they will even reach 
a vote. I need not say to yQu that I am oppesed 
to them for the reasons you have so well stated in 
your letter. Religious opinion cannot be fashioned 
by statute. 

Legislation looking in that direction can only 
result in making slaves and hypocrites. 

"Yours truly, THOMAS M. BROWN." 
The following interesting article published in 

the Friends' Intelligencer and Jmtrnal, of Phila
delphia, under date of December 22, 1888, is a 
true picture showing how the better class of 
Friends regard the recent efforts of certain re
ligious elements to recover by civil enactments 
what they have lost by apostasy and union with 
the world. 
"ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE PRICE OF LIBERTY." 

"Realizing the full force of this statement, and 
feeling that there is great need for tlw guardians 
of that priceless boon to mankind, 'lib lrty of con
science,' to be on the alert, we desire in as few 
words as possible to call the attention of Friends 
to a threatened danger. 

"A bill to regulate the strict observance of the 
first day of the week as the Sabbath-day, has been 
introduced into the United States Senate, by Sen
ator Blair, and an effort is also being made to make 
it compulsory to teach 'the principles of the Chris
tian religion' in the public schools. 

"This is to be accomplished by an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, the object 
being 'to make our Nation ':i Christian Nation,' by 
a union of the Church with the State. 

"A petit.ion signed by a million and a half of 
names, urging the passage of the bill, has also been 
presented, and we are informed that the friends of 
this legislation are exceedingly active in its behalf. 
It is warmly advocated by men and women of 
high position and great influence, who, undoubt
edly, have the welfare of the human race at heart, 
but, as is so often the case, their zeal has out
run their judgment, and one might almost say, 
their Christian)ty; for where the spirit of in tolera
tion is, there the Spirit of Christ cannot dwell, 
neither is it with those who arrogate to themselves 
infallibility. 

"There are several religious sects who honestly 
believe, and, who would uphold their belief with 
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their lives, that Jt is required ef. them to observe 
the seventh day as the Sabbath~day. Now, shall 
these Christians, professing the name of Christ, 
obey the mandates of self-righteous men who pre
sume to say, 'This day shalt thou keep'? or shall 
they obey the 'voice' within their own souls? 

"The advocates of this bill say, 'Obey this law 
which we have made,' and think by this mean.s 
to build up a Christian N aiion. Will any forced 
observance of moral law be accepted of God, or 
accounted unto the doer for righteousness? The 
temple was built of free-will offerings only. Can 
we raise up a Nation of Christians by simply com
pelling an outward semblance of religion? 

"We might say there is nothing to prevent any
one from keeping the seventh clay if they want to 
do so, but we must remember that their pecuniary 
circumstances may not be such as to permit them 
to observe both clays as clays of rest. 

"Again, one might suppose that the clause, 'to 
the disturbance of others,' so limited the operation 
of the law as to render it less harmful; but when 
we remember the bitter persecutions of Friends for 
acts in themselves quiet and peaceable, we cannot 
doubt that very many religious fanatics will be 
very easily disturbed by any observance of a day 
not strictly in accord with their views. 

"In regard to the other point, it would at first 
seem as though we would all unite on a willing
ness to have the principles of the Christian re-
ligion taught in the public schools; but who is to 
decide precisely what constitutes the essentials of 
the Christian religion or its principles? 

"The highest civil tribunal is the Supreme 
Court. Can that body decide the question so as 
to satisfy the Catholic and Protestant, or even the 
various sects among the latter? An attempt to 
unite the Church and State l1as always proved dis
astrous. Turn back the pages of history, and we 
shall find that the bloodiest wars that have stained 
our annals were waged in support of religious be
liet: Recall what the early Friends suffered, com
paratively a short time ago, in order to maintain 
'liberty of conscience.' The spirit of intolerance 
is only sleeping. Would we, as Friends, be satis
fied to have any body of men decide what our 
children should be taught as 'the Christian re
ligion'? Many of the warmest advocates of these 
measures utter the most severe denunciations of 
all religions not in harmony with their· own, show
ing a spirit that would crucify the Christ within 
their brother's soul; while professing to follow his· 
voice, speaking in their own. 'Woe ·unto you, 
hypocrites! ' 

"It was through the influence of a Friend that 
liberty of conscience was secured by our Constitu
tion, arid they have always stood foremost in the 
fight when it has been assailed, and we taka this 
means of calling everyone to the duty of the hour, 
reminding one and all that ' eternal vigilance is 
the price ofliberty.' 

"While using every effort to prevent the taking 
of this step in the wrong direction, we would not 
be understood as denouncing, personally, the 
author of the measure, or the signers of the peti
tions, or "their motives; but even great and good 
men make very grave mistakes, and it is the 
duty of each one of us to guard with exceeding 
care this priceless gift of God unto the children of 
men, both from the attack of enemies and the 
harmful abuse of overzealous friends. 

"No one could be more desirous than we to S'e 
the day when Christ shall rule the world, but this 
proposed step is a retrograde movement, and when 
one of its supporters would say, 'The Government 
has the right to command the consciences of men,' 
it is full time to call a halt. 

"This is the first step. The second would be to 
secure the erasure of the word "principles;" and 
the next, the insertion of the name of that re
ligion holding the balance of power. 

''Ah, friends, it would be impossible to fully com
prehend the danger until we are caught within its 
toils. 

"May our Father in Heaven guide and pro-
tect us.'' F. M. R. 

Pennsylvania Sunday Law. 

THE following petition to the Pennsylvania 
Legislature has been widely circulated by the 
Philadelphia "Sabbath Association," and kin
dred organizations :-

''The undersigned, citizens of Pennsylvania, re
spectfully represent that great advantages have ac
crued to the public and private interests of the 
people of this State, from the operation of the laws 
upon our statute-books in relation to the observance 
ofthe first day of the week, commonly called Sun
day, and they therefore pray your honorable body 
that no act be passed that will in any way impair 
the efficiency of the hws which now secure to the 
toiler his needed weekly rest." 

In order that all may know the" efficiency" of 
the Pennsylvania Sunday law, we give it here
with. It was enacted April 22, 179~ and is as 
follows:-

,, If any person shall do or perform any worldly 
employment or business whatsoever on the Lord's 
day, commonly called Sunday (works of necessity 
and charity only excepted), shall use or practice 
any unlawful game, hunting, shooting, sport or 
diversion whatsoever, on the same day, and be con
victed thereof, every such person so offending shall, 
for every such offense, forfeit and pay four dollars, 
to be levied by distress; or in case he or she shall 
refuse or neglect to pay the said sum, or goods or 
chattels cannot be found whereof to levy the same 
by distress; he or she shall suffer six days' imprison
ment in the house of correction of the proper county: 

"Provided always, That nothing herein con
tained shall be construed to prohibit the dressing 
of victuals in private families, bake-houses, lodging
houses, inns, and other houses of entertainment for 
the use of sojourners, travelers, or strangers, or to 
hinder watermen from landing their passengers, or 
ferrymen from carrying over the water travelers, or 
persons removing with their families on the Lord's 
day, commonly called Sunday, nor the delivery of 
milk, or the necessaries of life, before nine of the 
clock in the forenoon, nor after five of the clock in 
the afternoon of the same d!ty. 

"Provided always, That every such prosecution 
shall be commenced within seventy-two hours' after 
the offense shall be committed.'' 

That· is the law entire. The following, from 
"Sergeant and Rawle's Reports," vol. 3, page 47, 
states the bearing which the law has upon those 
who observe the seventh day as the Sabbath. 
Let the reader reconcile it, if he can, with the 
statement so commonly made that Sunday laws 
are solely in the interest of public health, that 
the workingman may obtain needed physical 
rest:-

" A conviction for doing worldly business on the 
Sabbath under the act of the 22d of April; 1794, is 
good if it follows the form prescribed in the law, 
though it does not state the time when or the place 
where the work was done, or the nature ofit. 

"The proper mode of proceeding for this offense 
is by conviction, not by qui tarn action. Persons 
professing the Jewish religion, and others who keep 
the seventh day as their Sabbath, are liable to the 
penalty imposed by_ the law for this offense.'' 

Accepting the statement that Sunday laws are 
solely for the benefit of the workingman, that he 
may recruit l1is wasted physical energies, can any
body tell us why the workingman who observes 
the seventh day as the Sabbath should require 
twice as much rest as his fellow-laborers who do 
not observe the seventh day? 
• But read the following, on the same subject, 

from "Penns'ylvania State ~eports," by Barr, pp. 
312, 313:-

" The first section of the act of the 22d of April, 
J-794, prohibiting the performance of any worldly 
employment or business on the Lord's day, com
monly called Sunday, works of necessity or charity 
only excepted, is not in conflict with the 3d section 
of the 9th article of the constitution of Pennsyl
vania, and is' constitutional. 

"Members of a society or sect, who conscien
tiously observe and keep the seventh day of the 
week as the Christian Sabbath, are, upon convic
tion for violating the first day of the week, or Sun
day, by working or performing any worldly em-

ployment, amenable to the penalties inflicted by 
the act of the Assembly. . 

"The first section of the act of the 22d of April, 
1794, only selects and sets apart the first day of 
the week, or Sunday, as a day of legalized rest, and 
enforces the observance thereof by legal .sanctions, 
and is, essentially, but a civil regulation made for 
the government of a man as a member of society." 

It no doubt satisfies the consciences of National 
Reformers and their allies, to call the law only a 
civil regulation made for the government of man 
as a member of society. By that form of words 
they can persuade themselves, if they care to, that 
it is not religious legislation, and then they can 
drive ahead, and indulge in all the persecution 
for conscience's sake that they please. It is worthy 
of note that the Christian Statesman some time 
ago warned the people that efforts would be made 
this winter to repeal or modify this law, and urged 
them to resist any such attempt. This it did with 
the full knowledge tl1at cruel persecution had al
ready been carried on umler it. People who 
think, and who care to look closely, can see be
neath the mask of National Reform the features 
ofthe Papacy. 

Who Is Sufficient for These Things? 

IT appears to be a popular thing in some quar
ters to demand that Christianity be taught in 
public schools. It seems that the Christian min
istry, Sunday-scl1ools, and horne training, and the
ological seminaries, have all made more or less of 
a failure in their work,-l1ave to a certain extent 
missed their . calling, or something of the sort,
and some other kind of machinery must be rigged 
up, so that the great work of the gospel will 
not be a failure all around. That was a brill
iant thought of Senator Blair's. It is hardly 
original, however, with him; somebody else, 
it is likely, furnished the raw material, so to 
speak, and the Senator spent his genius upon -
it, and the result was the Educational Amend
ment Bill. 

It has occurred to the writer that the instruct
ors in the "free public schools" sought to be 
"established," will have to possess certain qualifi
cations which the average public sclwol-master or 
school-mistress does not now have. If a person se~ 
up to teach anatomy, and physiology, and geology, 
and other branches, he must have some knowl
edge of them. The more practical the knowledge, 
the better the instruction. 'Viii the coming 
public teacher be a graduate in theology? If so, 
where will he earn his diploma? 

"The principles of the Christian religion" are 
the principal doctrines of Christianity,-faith, 
repentance, baptism, resurrection, etc. See Reb. 
6: 1, 2. The churches and theological schools 
differ, some of them essentially, on all these great 
themes of the gospel, and there would be danger of 
spreading theological confusion all through our 
schools; the poor children would hardly know what 
to believe, and until some understanding could be 
had, would probably believe nothing. This would, 
under the circumstances, be a wise decision. One 
teaching the five points of Calvinism, and an
other free grace and conditional salvation, and 
another adult baptism, and another infant sprink
ling, and still another telling that no water at all 
is necessary-one teaching the tenets of the in
fallible church, and that divine honors are due to 
the Virgin Mary, and another teaching that such 
instruction is all superstition-would make bad 
work. The various churches would have to get 
together and agree to teach those things only 
which are common to all. This might be done, 



THE AMERICAN SENTIN.BL. 53 

and probably will be. Then the teachers will 
have doled out to them, in text-books specially 
prepared, what they shall teach. 

It may make no difference to the theological 
board whether the teacher believes what he is 
set to teach or not, just so he teaches it, and it 
may make no difference to the teacher. Some of 
the teachers may be as indifferent as was the one 
in Texas, or somewhere else it may be; when 
asked by the school board whether he would 
teach that the world is round or flat, he replied 
it made no odds to him, he would teach round or 
flat, just as they wished! 

This whole educational scheme is a piece of fa· 
natical folly, to say the least. We cannot think 
just now of better words to express our thought 
about it. The truth is, no one but a Christian can 
teach the principles of the Christian religion. 
One who loves Christ and his truth, and has his 
Spirit, and such only, can teach the principles of 
.his holy religion. Christ never commissioned 
civil government to teach his gospel, and Mr. 
Blair and his friends ought to know it. 

N. J. BowERS. 

The Kind of Law Wanted. 

IN the California Prohibitionist, of December· 
6, 1888, there appeared an article entitled, "The 
Sabbath Question," by our friend Rev. N. R. 
Johnston, in which he discusses the necessity for 
a Sunday law in California, and tells what kind of 
~ law is wanted. A brief notice of some of his 
points is eminently in place in the AMERICAN 
SEN'l'INEL, both because the matter of a Sunday 
law is now being agitated in this State, and others 
also, and because Mr. Johnston is one of the 
original National Reformers, having been one of 
the secretaries at the first two National conven· 
tions held by that association, and so he speaks 
by the book when he discourses about Sunday 
laws. 

After bewailing the fact that " California has 
no law in reference to t-he Christian Sabbath," Mr. 
Johnston says:-

"And now it is for the people to say whether we 
shall have such a law or not. The friends of relig
'ion, the friends of Christian morality, the friends 
of temperance, have the power. Will they exercise 
it? That is the question. To aid in its proper 
solution, I submit the following fundamental state
ments, in the hope that they will help to prepare 
the way for proper action in due time; for truth is 
a strong and safe foundation, on which if we build 
we are wise:-

" The divine law should be supreme in the State. 
The people should act on this hypothesis, and in
struct their representatives to ftame law~ agreeable 
to the divine law, and so for the highest good of 
the whole. 

"As the Christian Sabbath is a divine institu
tion, and inseparably connected with the Christian 
religion, and as a State destitute of religion is in 
danger of dissolution or ruin, if California should 
continue to have no Sabbath law, the State and 
people would be exposed to the greatest peril." 

We have copied enough so that we cannot be 
accused of misrepresentation. Now who can read 
the above, and then deny that what the agitators 
for a Sunday law desire is a law establishing re
ligion? They wish to establish an institution that 
they say is "inseparably connected with the 
Christian religion ; " and since the Christian 
church and Christian religion are inseparably 
connected, it certainly follows that to enact Sun
day !aws is only to unite Church and State. Even 
in the face of this1 they will probably feebly assert 
that they don't want a union of Church and 
State, but what does such an assertion amount to ? 

1 
We don't care what they call it; the name doesn't 

amount to anything; but the reality will be there 
just as soon as they get what they want. 

But Mr. Johnston speaks still more plainly. 
He quotes with approval the declaration of the 
National Woman's Christian Temperance Union· 
in favor of a Sunday law, in which they say:-

" We recommend most strenuous and prayerful 
efforts in all the States and Territories to secure 
legislation in harmony with the fourth command
ment." 

'\V e will not at this time do more than mention 
the incongruity of asking for a Sunday law "in 
harmony with the fourth commandment," when 
that commandment declares that "the seventh day 
is the Sabbath." It is about as sensible as it 
would be for the Mormons to ask for a law legal
izing polygamy, " in harmony with the seventh 
commandment." But, inconsistency aside, take 

· notice that what they want is legislation in har
mony with the fourth commandment-as inter
preted by them. In short, they want the State to 
make and enforce a purely reiigious law. 

But says Mr. Johnston:-
"Our aim is not to compel men to keep the Sab

bath holy; but we do ask a law that will be in ac
cordance with the divine law of the fourth com
mandment." 

Did the gentleman ever read the fourth com
mandment?' If he ever did, he ought to know 
that the very first clause of that commandment is 
this: "Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it 
holy." A Sabbath tl1at is not kept holy is not in 
the least in accordance with the fourth command
ment, even though it be the very day that the 
commandment enjoins-the seventh clay. "A 
law that will be in accordance with the fourth 

• commandment," would be a law (taking their 
assumption that Sunday is the day enjoined) com
pelling people to keep that day holy, so far as 
outward action is concerned. 

And that is just what they do want. They 
may say that they don't want to compel men to 
be religious. Of course tl1ey don't, for they know 
very well that that cannot be done. But they do 
want to compel men to act as though they were 
religious; and more than that, they want men to 
act in harmony with their religion. Mrs. Foster 
said, in the Convention at Washington, that they 
wanted a law to compel everybody to observe the 
first day of tlw week; and another speaker said 
that the law which they desired would make 
"Sunday the ideal Sabbath of' the Puritans, 
'\vhich day shall be occupied only by worship." 

'N e warn the people against this scheme. 
·when they tell you that all they want is a "sani
tary arrangement," tell them that you will trust . 
all sanitary arrangements with the b0ard of 
health. Don't be deceived by their pretensions 
that they don't. want to force religion upon the 
people. They do wantjust that thing, and they 
want to enforce a religion of their own manufact
ure. They want, in short, to unite Church and 
State. 

The "Breath of the Puritan." 

THE British colonies. in North America were 
orginated by the scandalous intolerance of a Prot
estant Government. That oppression must have 
been truly insupportable, which induced a number 
of sober-minded' men, total strangers to that en· 
thusiasm which is imparted by the spirit of ad
venture, to turn their eyes from the land of their 
nativity, from the homes which had descended to 
them from their :fathers, to a transatlantic settle
ment, in a region unknown and inhabited by sav
ages. As our non-conformist emigrants braved 

the mighty winds and waves of the western ocean, 
to get beyond the reach of spiritual courts and 
penal laws, it naturally occurs to us that religious 
liberty would be the animating principle of their 
civil institutions. How is this expectation sup
ported by matter of fact? The following are 
some of the laws made in the dominion of New 
Haven, one of the general divisions of Connecticut, 
at its first settlement:-

"No one shall be a freeman, or give a vote, un
less he be converted, and a member in full com
munion of one of the churches allowed in this do
minion." 

"No man shall hold any office who is not sound 
in the faith, and faithful to this dominion; and 
whoever gives a vote to such a person, shall pay a 
fine of one pound. For a second offense he shall be 
disfranchised." 

"Each freeman shall swear by the blessed God, 
to bear true allegiance to this dominion, !J,!ld that 
Jesus is the only king." • 

''No Quaker, or dissenter from the established 
worship of this dominion, shall be allowed to give 
a vote for the election of magistrates, or any officer." 

"No food or lodging shall be afforded to a Quaker, 
Adamite, or other .heretic." 

"If any person turns Quaker, he shall be ban
ished, and not suffered to return, but upon pain of 
deat<h." 

"No priest shall abide in the dominion. He 
shall be banished, and suffer death on his return. 
Priests may be seized by anyone without a war
rant." 

Similar laws were made in several of the Amer· 
ican States; and they were not made merely to be 
suspended in terrorem over the heads of the guilty; 
they actually carne down in all their vengeance, 
on many hapless victims.-History of Intolerance, 
by Tl!omas Olarlce. 

They Know Not . 

NATIONAL REFORMERS and the Woman's 
Ckristian Temperance Union are uetermined to 
make ti1is Nation a Christian Nation, with Chris
tian rulers, who will· compel obedience to Chris
tian laws and ordinances. 

But this is absolutely impossible for two rea
sons: First, a Nation can become Christian only 
by nll tl1e individuals composing it becoming 
Christians. Christianity is an affair of the heart. 
It is inwrought into the individual life by repent
ance of sin, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But the Nation is not an individual; it 
cannot repent or believe. Christianity, being an 
affair of the heart and conscience, cannot be com
pelled; it is wholly voluntary. Men may be 
forced to become hypocrites, but not Christians. 
But legislation is designed to restrain, enforce, 
compel. Therefore National Reformers cannot, 
in the very nature of the case, nor can any num
ber with them, make of this Nation a Christian 
Nation. 

Secondly, To attempt this in the way they are 
doing, is unchristian. '\Ve read: "But Jesus 
called them [his disciples] unto him, and said, Ye 
know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise do· 
minion over them, and they that are great exer
cise authority upon them. But it shall not be so 
among yott; but whosoever will be great among 
you, let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your servant; 
even as the Son of man came not to be minis
tered unto, but to minister." Matt. 20,.25-28. 
"He that saith he abideth in Him, ought himself 
also so to walk, even as He walked." 1 John 
2:6. "If any man will come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
1\fe." ·Matt. 16 : 24. "Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus." Phil. 2:5. 

We might .. .quote many more passages of the 



54 THE AMERICAN SE~'I'INEL. 

same import, which te~ch Christianity-the way 
of Christ. It is the way of humility, self-denial, 
cross-bearing, and long-suffering. But certainly 
these principles are the very opposite of the prin
ciples of those who are engaged in the religio
political crusade of to-day. 

Christianity can never be reached in an un
christian way; for it is the way that makes it 
what it is. The way of National Reformers is 
arrogant, ambitious, tyrannical, usurping, and is, 
therefore, up.christian. Whatever, then, their ob
ject may be, the end will never justify the unchris
tian means; nor will the end be more· Christian 
than the means are. Such ;Reformers (?) are 
like two rash ones of old, who were desirous of 
using similar means

1
-they know not what manner 

of spirit th~y are of: Luke 9: 55. M. c. w. 
Iii 

.. Intolerant and Illiberal," 

THE Bradford (Penn.) Era, of January 24, 
has the following temperate and sensible words 
concerning the Blair Sunday-Rest bill:-

"It is claimed that 14,000,000 names have 
been secured to the petition asking for the passage 
of this law. If this be true, it is only another 
illustration of the ease with which Americans 
place their signatures to documents without giving 
the subject matter of them any careful thought. 
Such a law could not be enforced without doing 
injustice to a large portion of our population. 
Hebrews, Adventists, Seventh-day Baptists, and 
Sabbatarians generally, would be greatly wronged 
by the passage of such a law. The law itself 
smacks of an intolerant and illiberal spirit, which 
it was once hoped had long since passed away." 

"While Mr. Crafts is undoubtedly correct in 
his observations [as to the amount of work done 
on Sunday], the remedy is not to be sought in 

· legislation. A morality that is enforced by 
statutory limitations is never secure. You cannot 
make men either religious, temperate, or moral by 
act of the Legislature. There are two good and 
sufficient reasons why manhood in general should 
observe one day out of seven as a day of rest and 
surcease from toil. The first is a sacred and 
religious one; the second, purely physiological. 
Most men can be induced to the observance from 
one reason or the other. But all will not agree 

. upon which day of the seven shall be set apart 
for this purpose. The day will be better and 
more faithfully observed when mankind is thus 
induced to do voluntarily than when compelled by 
act of Legislature. 

" Aside from its religious aspect, the subject is 
purely intellectual and educational. Another 
point to be borne in mind is the exceeding dif.. 
ficulty of enforcing such an act after it has be
come a law. Some communities would be very 
lax in their observance of the law, while others 
would be equally strict. The very fact of making 
the observance compulsory would tend to create 
a disrespect for the day on the part of many 
who are now disposed to recognize its sacred 
character. Religious observance of all kind in a 
free country must continue free and voluntary. 
Our day of rest, call it by what name you will, 
should be left to the individual citizen as free as 
it is a1!*present. We may educate our citizens to 
observe the first or the seventh day of the week 
as a holy day, by appeals to their religious and 
moral1mture, but no such observance should be 
made compulsory. l'he influences that now hal
low the Christian Sabbath-day would in a large 
degree be dissipated when tl1e day became set 

apart and its observance forced, under penalty of 
fine or imprisonment. There is no need of any 
such legislation in this country." 

"A National Religion." 

THE above was the subject of a discourse by 
the Rev. E. H. Sawyer, pastor of the Otl1vary 
Baptist Church, . Denver, Colorado, which was 
preached in that city on Sunday, January 13. 
The discourse was mainly in opposition to the 
Blair Educational Amendment bill, especially the 
clause which provides for the education of chil
dren in the public schools, "in the common 
branches of education, and in virtue, morality, 
and the principles of the Christian religion." The 
portion of the sermon which follows, we clip from 
the Rocky Mountain News of January 15. We 
think our readers will join us in commending the 
editorial statement in the News, that the sermon 
was thoughtful and logical:-

" This bill is now pending before Congress, and 
we are told that Senator Blair is supported in his 
advocacy of his amendment by petitions already 
aggregating about one-quarter of our entire popula
tion. I challenge the churchman and the states
man to beware of the danger to which he exposes 
the institutions bequeathed us by our fathers. I 
exhort you, my people, 'Take heed 'that no man 
deceive you!' To provide liberally and intelli
gently for the education and culture of our chil
dren is the constitutional prerogative and duty of 
our Government, but to 'educate our children in 
the principles of the Christian religion,' is the 
right and duty reserved by the divine Law-giver, 
and assigned solely to the church of Jesus Christ. 

''It was while pursuing the great object of his 
ambition through the dark and bloody paths of 
war and policy, that Constantine is said to have • 
beheld the sign of a cross in the heavens-inscribed, 
'By, this conquer '-and henceforth he assumed 
the relation of' terrestrial father to Christianity, 
that 'daughter of the skies.' Having acquired 
political dominion over the States of Europe, he 
conceived the idea of forming an alliance between 
the civil and the religious organizations in the em
pire. From this unholy alliance, consummated in 
the fourth century, has issued a progeny of evil 
which during many centuries have afilicted both 
Church and State. 

"A National religion often becomes to the State, 
in times of special awakening, burdensome and 
even revolutionary; be the zeal of a religionist the 
ambition of a Becket, a Hildebrand, or a Wolsey, 
or be it the flaming love for souls that burned in a 
Whitefield, a Wesley, or a Bunyan, or be it the 
heroic attachment for truth which actuated a 
Wycliffe, a Luther, or a Calvin. A fervid state of 
the church causes more or less uneasiness to the 
worldly ruler who must deal with it. To the 
church, on the other hand, such alliance becomes 
an influence to secularize, to pervert, and to crip
ple, while nominally subsidizing, assuming, and 
patronizing her. Persecution becomes almof:lt an 
inevitable sequent. 

"State-craft and priestcraft, each evil when 
alone, become more vicious by their mutual aid 
and emulation, and plague together the country 
which in common they drain of its resources, and 

· in common they circumscribe and fetter in its de
velopment. Revenue and rank and wealth tempt 
evil men into high places of the church. Simon 
Maguses are more easily fostered than Simon 
Peters, and when, if ever, God withdraws his hand 
of restraint, the National church sees rising within 
her nominal bounds, men like Dunstan and Wol
sey and Richelieu and Mazarin and Dubois, tramp
ling on truth and right, and aiming at power won 
by the worst means and used for the basest pur
poses. Our own favored land has for many years 
enjoyed the distinction and blessedness of seeing 
the Christian churches left alike unendowed and 
unfettered by the State, and yet.largely influential, 
widely enterprising, and greatly prospered. 

"The 'danger clause' in the proposed amend
ment to our National Constitution would require 
for .its appropriate execution the assembling by 
executive authority of a council similar to the 
Council of Nice, ordered by ·constantine, of the 

. most learned and distinguished divines and states
men, to frame a creed embracing 'the principles of 
the Christian religion,' contemplated in the bill. 
The diversity of belief, hitherto allowed and fos
tered by our free Constitution, would necessarily 
require the adoption of the vaguest and laxest type 
of Christian doctrine, and the loosest and most 
secular type of Christian practice consistent with 
the retention of the Christian name. Thus would 
we repeat the folly and crime of the Old World. 
In the name of religion, and appealing to the 
Bible for our support, we would confiscate Christ's 
own golden crown of Godhead, to beat it into the 
thin and flexible gold-leaf bands of a perilous and 
unwarranted brotherhood. The pulpit in a Na
tional church would reflect the will of the cabinet, 
and be the mouth-piece of the court. Such has 
been the experience in Europe. In the wars of 
the league in France it trumpeted sedition andre
volt; in the days of the Stuarts of England it 
sought to graft passive obedience in the interests of 
despotism on the gospel of Paul and of Pat~l's 
master. • . • 

"If this scheme was practicable we should ad
mire their wisdom; if it was possible we should 
applaud their zeal; if it was patriotic we should 
emulate their devotion; if it was Biblical we should 
memorialize their achievement. But, alas! they 
would have the State by a strange impartiality 
widen its establishment, varying its motley creeds 
and rituals to suit its complex subjects. By what 
talisman would the statesman select and establish 
the true religion for us? Great Britain, confess
edly one of the most enlightened and religious 
Governments of earth, has subsidized Episcopacy 
in England, Presbyterianism in Scotland, and 
threatened by more than one of her statesmen to 
add to the staff' of her ecclesiastical pensioners by 
endowing Romanism in Ireland. By some of her 
Indian placemen she has contributed to the festi
vals of Jyggernaut, foul and bloody as they are. 

"France pays salaries to the Romish priest, the 
Protestant pastor, and the Jewish rabbi. Now a 
faith thus elastic, indiscriminate, and all-devouring, 
cannot honor God or rightly develop conscience. 
Parity of reasoning would require the State to ex
tend salaries and subsidies to the impurities and 
defilements of Mohammedanism and Mormonism, 
should votaries of either delusion insufficient num
ber colonize our soil. The God of the Bible would 
be compelled to share his throne with mammon, 
and the system sweeping on into the dim and 
misty realms of pantheism would ultimate in the 
prince of this world branding all truth as lies, and 
approving all lies as truth.'' 

IN commenting upon the late address of the 
Pope before the Sacred College, America, a Chi
cago paper, remarks that "this address of Leo 
XIII. possesses the deepest intel'est for Americans. 
It is a notification to the 7,200,000 Roman 
Catholics in the United States that their supreme 
allegiance is due, not to the republic, but to the 
pontificate. If this claim were merely the garru
lous utterance of an old man jealous of the author
ity and the prestige that has departed from his 
office, Americans could afford to dismiss it with 
a smile. But it is the expression of the pivotal 
dogma upon which revolves the mighty system of 
Roman supremacy over its children among the 
children of the earth. It is the doctrine sub
scribed to by ovel' eight thousand priests, aud 
preached by them to ove~ ten thousand congre
gations, to over seven miilion American citizens. 
Worse than this, it is the un-American theory 
inculcated by alien teachers ~n two thousand seven 
hundred parochial schools, to over five hundred 
and thirty-seven thousand American children." 
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Leave the matter of religion to the family altar, 
the church, and the private school supported en
tirely by private contribution. Keep the Church 
and State forever separate.- General Grant, in 
Des Mo·ines Speech. 

ALTHOUGH all the churches and all the tem
perance societies, and all the labor orgauizations 
in the country, have been represented twice as 
petitioning Congress for the passage of the Sun
day-Rest bill, petitions from the same parties still 
come in. It is strange how the members of 
these organizations, multiply. 

PuT down a long mark to the credit of Arkan· 
sas. Its Legislature has passed a memorial to 
Congress, asking the defeat of the Blair Sunday
Rest bill. The memorial was passed by a large 
majority in both Houses. We are glad that Ar
kansas has done this much toward redeeming 
herself from the disgrace of her Sunday law of a 
few years ago. 

THE Catholic Mirror announces that "His 
Eminence Cardinal Gibbons has been invited to 
address the convention of the National Teachers' 
Association, at Nashville, Tenn." How fitting 
that the representatives of the public schools 
of America should be addressed by the repre
sentative of that p0wer which is doing its utmost 
to overthrow them ! · 

WILL our friends, when they send us clippings 
from local papers, always be careful .to give the 
name of the paper, the place where it is published, 
and the exact date of the issue containing the 
item? Without these facts, an item that is really 
valuable often becomes of no use to us. We 
must be able to give our authority . for every 
statement that we publish. The best way would 
be to send the entire paper, and· then there- can 
be no mistake. 

, IN his famous Gettysburg speech, Lincoln gave 
in one pithy sentence the genius of American 
Government, describing it as a Government '' of 
tl1e people, by the people, and for the people." 
This sums up the whole matter. Government is 
for the protection of the people, not for the pro
tection of days. Here is the fatal sophistry of 
National Reformers; they say that the Govern
ment must protect the people in their right to 
rest on Sunday, and then they assume that this 
can be done only by Sunday laws; but in that 
they dodge the point. Government must indeed 
protect the people in their right to rest on Sun
day; but since the Government is for the people, 
and not for any special class of the people, it 
must equally protect the people in their right not 
to rest on Sunday. To say that the State must 
enforce Sunday observance, because a portion of 
the citizens observe that day, is either to assume 
that that portion constitutes the people, or else to 
deny that government is properly for the people. 

ON Friday, the 8th of February, Senator 
Turpie presented in the Senate the petition of 
Norman Beckley, of Elkhart, Indiana, ·general 
manager of the Cincinnati, Wabash, and Michi
gan Railway Company, praying for the passage 
of a Sunday-Rest bill. Mr. Beckley is no 
doubt a conscientious Sunday keeper, and so he 
wants Congress to pass a law compelling him to 
stop I1is work on Sunday, "in accordance with the 
dictates of his conscience," as tho good women of 
the California W. C. T. U. put it. 

WE are constantly in receipt of letters from 
friends in different parts of the country, some of 
whom are personally known to us, and others not, 
expressing their appreciation of the work of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, and giving us words of 
encouragement. Often these letters contain items 
from local papers, in relation to the great issue 
now before the people. It is impossible for us to 
send a personal answer to all these letters, but 
we desire to say to our friends that their words 
of encouragement are highly appreciated, and 
that they give us strength for ·the work. It 
probably took but a few minutes of your time to 
write those words, but they are long remembered 
at this end of the line. 

THE following memorial was introduced into 
the Colorado Assembly on the last day of Janu
ary, and WJ.B referred to .a committee which :is 
said to favor it:-
To the Honorable, 'l'he Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United Stat<!~, in Con
gress assembled: 
Y'our memqrialists, the General Assembly of the 

State of Colorado, would respectfully represent; 
WHEREAS, vVo heartily indorse the total separa

tion of Religion and State, established by our 
fathers and guaranteed by our National Constitu
tion as it now is; and, 

WHEREAS, In our estimation, the Blair Snrl.day
Rest bill and the Blair Educational Amendment 
are subversive of religious liberty and tend toward 
a union of Religion and State, 

Therefore, Your memorialists respectfully pray 
your honorable bodies not to pass any bill in re
gard to the observance of the Sabbath, or Lord's 
day, or any other religious or ecclesiastical institu
tion or rite; nor to favor in any way the adoption 
of any resolution for the amendment of the Na
tional Constitution that would in any way. give 
preference to the principles of any one religion 
above another, or that will in any way sanction 
legislation upon the subject of religion; but that 
the total separation between Religion and the 
State, assured by our Constitution as it now is, 
may forever remain as our fathers established it. 

Protecting Society. 

THE idea which Sunday-law zealots have of 
protecting society, may be learned from the fol
lowing, which appears in the Pearl of Days, un
der the heading, "The Arm of Law:"-

"It is the habit in some places to depreciate 
Sunday law. But so long as the spirit of lawless
ness exists society will need this shield. There is 
a commendable vigor in the recent action of the 
civil authorities in Philadelphia, which may well be 
adopted elsewhere. James Higgins and Charles 
Beig were convicted in Judge Gordon's court of 
selling liquor at No. 606 South Fourth Street, with
out a license, and selling liquor on Sunday. Hig
gins will have to serve two years and ninety days' 
imprisonment and pay $1,500 fine, and Beig will 
give one year and ninety days' service to the city 
and pay $1,000 fine. According to the evidence of 
the police, No. 606 fouth Fourth Street has for a 
long time been known as' Higgins's Dive,' and has 
been a resort for thieves and people of the worst 

character. During the trial the facb was disclosed 
that one of the prisoners had made his place the 
rendezvous for political bummers, and that fourteen 
illegal voters were registered from the three rooms 
that comprised his head.quarters.'' 

And this is called protection to society I We 
are amazed beyond measure at the blindness of 
men who can deliberately write such stuff, and 
congratulate themselves that society is being ele
vated by such things. Just think of it! Here 
is a place long known as "Higgins's Dive,'' which 
has been a resort for thieves and people of the 
worst sort, but no effort is made towards closing 
up the vile den until it is found that the disrep· 
utable owners have committed the unpardonable 
double offense of selling liquor without a license, 
and on Sunday, too! And then society must be 
protected. 

We have no patience with such shallow preten· 
sions of reform. These sham reformers who work 
so zealously for a Sunday ·law can sit calmly by 
and see thieves and prostitutes congregate night 
after night in the lowest dives, but as soon as the 
same thing is done on Sunday their indignation is 
aroused. The above from the Pearl of Days is 
only another instance of the premium which Sun· 
day laws put upon crime. The Pearl of Days, 
let it be remembered, is the official organ of the 
so-called "American Sabbath Union." 

January Sentinels. 

THERE have been so many calls for Nos. 1 
and 2, January, 1889, AMERICAN SEN'l'INELS 
that. we have reprinted those numbers and can 
now fill orders .for the same. Price, $1.50 per 
100, or $12 per 1,000 copies. 

Five Hundred New Agents 

ARE now at work canvassing for the weekly 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, and we want five hundred 
more at once. Send for circulars, terms to agents, 
etc. 

OUR GENERAL AGENTS. 
IN THE 

Eastern, Souther11, and Middle States. 
Main e-M. Russell, 110 State Street, Bangor, Me. 
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New York State-J. V. Willson, 317 West Bloomfield Street, Rome, 
~~ . 

Pennsylv<\nia-Pennsylvania Tract Society, L. C. Chadwick, Sec· 
t'etary, box 2716, Williamsport, Penn. 

Southern St11tes-Ail that territory lying south of Pennsylvania 
and the Ohio Rirer audeast of the Mississippi River; M. L. Huntley, 
Secretary International Tt•act Society, Battle Creek, l'rlich. 

Texas-'!\ '1'. Stevenson, Denton.- 'l'exas. 
Louisiana.-A~ F. Harrison, 633 Westm·n Avenue, Shreveport, La. 
Arkansas-W. G. Smitl1, lock box 249, J,it!le Rock, Ark. 
Illinois-Illinois Tract Society, 28 College Place, Chicago, Ill. 
Indiana-J. W. Moore, Secretary Indiana Tract Society, 175 Cen· 

tr:1] Avenue, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Ohio-L. T. Dysert,. Secretary Ohio Tract Society, 440 Floyd 

Street, Toledo, Ohio. 
AGF.NTS wanted to canvass for the AMERICAN SENTINEL, to whom 

liberal Cash commissions will be paid. 
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ALL freight trains on the Pennsylvania Rail
road, except those bearing stock and perishable 
freight, were stopped at Pittsburg, on Saturday, 
February 16, at 10 P. M.; to give tl1e employes a 
rest on Sunday. The Pennsylvania Company 
proposes to adopt tllis plan on all of its lines. 

THE Field Secretary of the National Sunday 
Union, Rev. W. F. Crafts, is now in the South, 

. trying to get up a boom for a National Sunday 
law. On Friday, February 8, he spoke on the 
Sunday-Rest movement to the Legislature of 
Florida. It is said that he has received a very 
cordial reception as the reprosentative of the Un
ion. 

THE Sunday bill which was introduced into 
both Houses of the California Legislature, and 
which we printed last week, with a few comments, 
met an ignominious death in the Senate, where 
it was refused a second reading. This will 
leave California free from any danger of a Sunday 
law for two years inore, as it is not at all probable 
that another bill would fare any better. Mean
while the Sunday-law agitators may agitate them-

• selves to their heart's content. 

. DENVER papers of February 18 give glowing 
accounts of a monster mass-meeting that was 
held in the Tabor Opera House, the day before, 
Sunday, in the interest of a Sunday law. The 
meeting was, as usual, engineered largely by 
ministers, who, as usual, strenuously disclaimed 
any thought of doing anything religious. They 
were all working for temperance. "\V e make a 
few short comments on some things that were 
said, in various parts of this paper. 

WHILE the ministers of Denver are united in 
desiring to have a Sunday law strictly enforced, 
they are not agreed as to the reason for such a 
law. Some think that the day should be kept 
strictly, while others think that any business 
except the saloon should be allowed to run. The 
ideas vary according to the degree of straitness 
of the relicious creed of the individuals expressing 

0 • 

them. If it were purely a temperance affrur, or 
if they wanted :t civil holiday, religious opinions 
woulg,have 11othing to do with it; 

Blair Educational Amendment Bill. 

(Continued.) 
THE question now to be decided is, '' What ~e 

the principles of the Christian religion, which are 
to be taught if the amendment is adopted?" The 
Methodists would give one answer, if it were left 
with them, the Baptists another, the Presbyterians 
another, and other denominations still another. 
All would differ, yet each would present some
thiiw common to all. But the question is not to 

0 

be lc~ft to any one denomination; for the latter 
part of the second section expressly stip~lates 
that no public money shall ever be appropriated 
for the instruction of children in any of the tenets 
or doctrines peculiar to any sect. It is this part 
of the amendment, so wondrously worded, which 
catches the multitude, and blinds theni to the 
principle of Church and State union, which_ is 
involved. They think it will be so fine a tlung 
to settle it fol'ever that no public money shall be 
appropriated for the purpose of sectarian teach
ing, that they lose sight of the real gist of the 
thing. Protestants think that it :vould fore~er 
shut Catholics off from any share m the school 
money, whereas it would give them practi?al con
trol of the schools, as we shall show later on. 

"'V e will now consider the amendment adopted, 
and Cono-ress ready to enforce it by prcper legis
lation. It finds a score of denominations, each 
strenuous to have its own peculiar views taught 
in the public scl>ools, if any are to be taught. 
But this will not do; only those ·can be taught 
which are common to all-upon which all can 
agree. It is manifest, therefore, that the chur.ches 
tHemselves are the only ones who could deter
mine this. They only can tell the principles 
~pon which they can all agree. Congress . can
not decide this point, nor would they allow It to 
if it could for they have already expressed them
selves on ~he matter. In the ChristianStatesman 
of February 21, 1884, Rev. J. C. K. Milligan 
said in regard to theological questions :-

"The churches must settle these questions among 
themselves and with each other, and at least we 
will not all~w the civil government to decide be
tween them, and to ordain church doctrines, or
dinances, and laws." 

Further on in the same article he said :
"The churches and the pulpit have much to do 

with shaping and forming opi~ions on ~ll moral 
questions and with interpretatiOns of Scnpture on 
moral a~d civil, as well as on thcologica~ and 
ecclesiastical, points, and it is probab~e. that lll the 
almost universal gathering of our c1t1zens about 
these [the churches and the pulpits] the chief dis
cussions and the final decisions of most points will 
be de~ eloped there." 

In short, before Congress could enforce the 
new article, it would be obliged to call a council 
.of the churches. Representatives of all the 
churches would convene and decide what they 

could all agree upon, and would then inform the 
Government just what it should enforce. This 
would be an exact parallel to' the Council of Nice, 
A. n. 325, which Constantine convened in order 
that the bishops might settle upon some common 
principles which could be enforced by im11erial 
authority. Now as that action is univer.sally 
recognized as the celebration of the union of 
Church and State, this would necessarily be the 
same. The churches in America would, by the 
adoption of the Blair Educational A.Jnendment, 
which they desire, be forced to follow in the steps 
of the bishops of the church in the fourth century. 
The State would then be simply the agent to exe
cute ecclesiastical decrees. 

Remember that in such a council all professed 
Christian churches would have to be represented. 
That would include the Catholic Church, for it. is 
reckoned as a branch of the Christmn Church. 
But from many States the Catholics, according to 
a fair representation, would have a very large 
majority ·of the delegates; and their delegates in 
the council would nearly equal those of all the 
Protestant churches. -So the Catholic Church 
would be able to dictate terms to the council. 
For of course a vote would have to be taken to 
decide upon the principles of the Christian re
ligion, and the Catholics could carry more of 
their points than the Protestants could. Thus the 
Catholic Church would secure the practical con
trol of the public schools. The Protestants might 
not like this very well, but having committed 
t11emselves to the theory of religious teaching by 
the State, they would have to abide by the decis-
ion of the majority. _ 

As stated before, the State would be simply the 
ao-ent of the church, to carry into execution 0 

its decrees. And this would be exactly in ac-
cordance with the ideas of the Papacy, as set 
forth bv an eminent and highly educated Catho
lic. Speaking of natural and revealed law, Dr. 
Brownson says of the church:-

"She is, under God, the supreme judge of both 
laws, which are for her but one law; and hence she 
takes cognizance, in her tribunals, of the breaches 
of the natut·allaw as we,l as of the revealed, a11d 
has the right to take cognizance by Nations as well 
as of its breaches by individuals, by the prince as 
well as by the subject, for it is the sup1·eme law for 
bot!~. The State is, therefore, only an inferior 
court, bound to receive the law from the Supreme 
Court, and liable to have its decrees reversed on 
appcal."-Brownson's EBsa;ys, p. 284, quoted in 
The Papacy and the Civil Power,p. 32. 

Let the Blair Educational Amendment be 
adopted, and we should have a very pretty like
ness of the Papacy-an American Papacy. There 
might not be any one man acknowledged as Pope, 
but that would make no difference. There was 
not in Constantine's time. It took time to grow 
into that. 

Anybody can see that while such a council 
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would be a nominal union of all the churches, 
there would be no real union. All would be 
satis:S.ed with the enunciation of those teachings 
which were really common to all, while every
body, except tliose belonging to the sect having 
the strongest representation in the council, would 
be dissatisfied. It was just so in the fourth cent
ilry. Neander says:-

" In fact, however, the manner in which the con
troversieshad been decided by the Council of Nice, 
could only contain the seeds for new disputes; for 
there was here no cordial union springing freely, 
by a natural course of development, out of in
ward conviction; but a forced and a~ificial union 
of men, still widely separated by their diti'erent 
modes of thinking, on a creed which had been im
posed on them, and . which was differently ex
pounded according to the different doctrinal inter
ests of the several parties." 

And just so it would be in this case. Their 
union would be no real union, but only a confed
eracy. 

But Senator Blair would contend that nothing 
of this kind could take place, because· he does 
not intend to have anything but the empty shell 
of religion taught. Following are the remarks 
which bear directly upon this question of religion 
in schools, 'In the Senator's speech in the Senate, 
December 21, 1888, made on the occasion of his 
calling the bill from the table to have it referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor:-

"Of course the clause to require instruction to 
be given those between the ages of six and sixteen 
years, inclusive, in the common branches of knowl
edge only, and in virtue, morality, and the princi
ples of the Christian religion, brings up a question 
much discussed, and upon which the public mind 
is not settled. • • • 

'~It is said that this sort of instruction should be 
turned over to the clergy, to the churches, to other 
influences, to the family especially; but we all 
know, not perhaps mathematically, for we cannot 
settle it exactly, that there are not far from one
third of the children of this country who never see 
the inside of a church, and who in their family re
lations are so unfortunate as to have little, if any, 
training in the ordinary principles of virtue and 
morality. If it is indispensable that they have 
training in these ideas, that these ideas be im
planted in the young mind with a view to safe and 
proper citizenship in the future, the instruction 
must be given by the public schools dependent on 
the power of the State. The preservation of the 
State demands it, and self-preservation is the first 
law of nature to the State as of individuals. 

"In regard to the general principles of the Chris
tian religion, no ~me but a bigot would think of 
having introduced.into the public schools instruc-

, tion in any form flf sectarianism; but a knowledge 
of the Christian religion, even if there be no en
forcement of those truths upon the "Conviction and 
belief of the child, instruction in those principles, 
a statement or explanation of what they are, 
exactly as instruction is given· in the principles of 
arithmetic and geography, and anyof thecommon 
branches of science, is exceedingly desirable and im
portant for every citizen to possess, whether he ap
plies the principle in his personal conduct or not, 
because they are the warp and woof, the very fab
ric of society, of the surroundings in which he 
lives, the basis of our customs and laws, and o{the 
conduct of life. These general principles are ex
ceedingly essential and important not only to apply 
in personal conduct, but a knowledge of them 
should be possessed by anyone who is. to enter 
successfully into the ordinary competitions and re
lations of life. There never was a great Nation 
yet which was without an affirmative religious be
lief and practice-a religion which was the source 
and aspiration of perhaps the noblest deeds of the 
people." 

The Senator well says that this is a question 
upon which "the public mind is not settled." 

May it be long before it becomes settled upon the 
side which he advocates. .AJ; to his argument, 
we wish to say:-

1. Virtually admitting that the churches are 
the bodies to teach the principles of the Christian 
religion, which is true, since they are organized 
for that purpose and for no other, he would give 
that work to schools supported by the State. 
Thus he would have the schools do the work of 

·the churches. He would have the State support 
the work of the church, only that work would be 
done in the school-houses instead of in the church 
buil~ings. But it makes no difference where the 
work is done, whether in the churches, the school
houses, or in the woods; when the State carries on 
the work of the church, you have simply a State 
church. That is all there is of it. The State, 
under the working of the Blair amendment, will 
.be a grand church school. 

"'"2. This · amendment, according to Senator 
Blair's explanation-and he ought to know, for he 
made it-puts the State not only in the place of' 
the parent, but above the parent. Take his ar
gument that the State must educate the children 

•in religion, because so many of them never go to 
church. Now suppose the case of an infidel, or 
of a man who strongly dissents from the decree of 
the council. He refuses to send his children to a 
school where they will be taught what he believes 
to be error. And then the State must necessa
rily, in the discharge of its duty as laid down by 
Mr. Blair, take that child away from its parents, 
and place it where it can be educated in the re
ligion of the State. Protestants have been justly 
indignant when such things have been done in 
countries where Catholicism was the religion of 
the State. Read the account given by Dowling 
(" History of Romanism," pp. 794-800) of the 
abduction ofthe boy Edgar Mortara, whose par
ents, being Jews, naturally wanted to educate him 
in their own religion, but who was abducted, and 
brought up as a Catholic. That very thing 
might, and almost undoubtedly would be, repeated 
in this country if the Blair Educational Amend
ment were adopted. This again marks it as a 
measure that would make this country a likeness 
of Papal governments. E. J. w. 

THE Denver Republican states that a bill has 
passed the Colorado Senate providing that no one 
shall be compelled to observe Sunday as a day of 
rest, who makes it a practice to observe some other 
day, and says that the bill should be killed as a 
matter of course. \Ve don't have any faith in 
exemption clauses, but the Republican's posi
tion shows how utterly regardless of the rights 
ofworlHngmen those are who clamor for Sunday 
legislation. Here is the situation : Without any 
Sunday law every workingman· is free to work or 
to refuse to work, whenever he wishes. No one can 
~force him to work on Sunday; and if it be true, 
as it is claimed, that the great majority of work-
ingmen want Sunday as a day of rest, then there 
would be very little danger of his losing his place. 
If the most of the workingmen want to rest on 
Sunday, then they have ·the matter in their own 
hands, and need no laws. This does no injustice 
to anybody, and leaves those free to work on Sun
day who must work on that day in order to grt 
in the six days which are theirs by divine t:ight. 

On the other hand, as soon as the Sunday law 
is passed and enforced, a good many working
men are thrown out of employment, forced to 
quit work to gratify nothing but rellgious bigotry. 
For no matter how much they seek to evade it, 

the fact is that it is only at the instigation of the 
ministers and the church people that Sunday 
legislation is sought. If it were not for the fact 
that the intolerance of the thing has been shown 
up so much, there would be no pretense of any 
other basis for a Sunday law than that of religious 
obligation. ~ext week we intend to show, from 
the testimony of the prime movers in this Sunday 
business, that all other reasons that are given for 
Sunday legislation are simply feints, to divert the 
minds of different classes of people from the real 
spirit of the movement. 

A Practical Lesson. 

IN the Christian Statesman of January 10, 
National Reform Secretary R. C. Wylie draws 
a practical lesson from the late election, for the 
benefit of the Prohibition party. He says that 
at the Indianapolis Convention the watch-word 
was, "A million votes for Fisk!" and that the 
Prohibition party were certain that Fisk and 
Brooks would receive " a million votes;" and, that 
even the least sanguine would not put it belo\v 
half a million. But the returns show that only about 
250,000 votes were cast for the Prohibition nom
inees. Now the lesson which Mr. 'Vylie wants 
the Prohibition party to learn is, Why this great 
falling off between the estimate and the reality? 
The reason of this, he claims, is that the Prohi
bition party failed to acknowledge .the authority 
of Christ and his law in their party platform. 
He says that two delegations, one from the Vv om
an's Christian Temperance Union and the other 
from the National Reform Association, went to 
Indianapolis to urge upon the Prohibition Con
vention this very acknowledgment; that these 
delegations presented their cause, both in the 
convention and to the platform committee; but 
that instead of acknowledging Christ as the Na
tion's ruler, they act11ally left out the· reference to 
his law, which they had pnt into tl1e . platform of 
1884. Hence their loss of the great number of 
votes. Therefore, he says:-

''The first lesson for the Prohibitionists to learn 
is that the way to the White House is not made so 
short and easy as they supposed by ignoring 
Christ and his law." 

Whether the Prohibition party will consider 
itself instructed by such a lesson as this, we do 
~not know. But it seems that the National Re
formers are becoming quite familiar with the use 
of their idea of the Saviour as a "divine politi- · 
cian," when they can attribute the loss of 7 50,000 
expected votes to His judgment upon a party for 
not being recognized in their political platform. 
If they would study the Saviour's word more, 
they would find there the statement that, "God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be 
saved." 

Against the Sunday-Rest Bill. 

THE San Francisco Examiner of February 22 
contained the following dispatch sent from Wash
ington the day before:-

"In the House of Repre5entatives, Representative 
O'Donnell, presented to-day an enormous petition 
against the Sunday-Rest bill, which bears the sig
natures of 230,000 Seventh-day Adv'&ntists, in all 
parts of the country." 

That humble body known as Seventh-day Ad
ventists must. wonder how it has grown in one 
year from 25,000 to 230,000; for t~1e last Year 
Book of that denomination gave its membership 
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at 25,841 in 11he United States. The Examiner 
reporter haf! given them more than 200,000 
members that do not belong to them. 

But the Examiner is not entirely wrong, for a 
great number of petitions ftgainst the Sunday-Rest 
bill have been presented to Congress. Over 250,-
000 signatures have been secured; and the fact 
that there are not more than one-tenth of that 
number of Seventh-day Adventists in the United 
States, shows that the opposition to Sunday laws 
is not sectariim. It shows that there are many 
people in this country who believ.e in civil and 
religious liberty. 

Another thing should be remembered in this 
connection, and that is, tb,at none of the signatures 
to the petitions are by proxy, nor are they what 
are known among Sunday-law advocates as "rep
resentative signatures." Every signature on those 
petitions represents an individual. More than 
this, every signature indicates that some adult 
person has with l1is own hand signed the reman-

. strance. 
Of the more than 250,000 signatures that have 

'tlleen obtained, more than 36,000 have been 
obtained in California. We know one man who 
hv.s secured the signatures of inore than 1,300 
voters in a single California town of about 7,000 
inhabitants. 'It may be added that there are not 
fifty Seventh-day Adventists in that town, count
ing women and children. 

But there are- more than 250,000 adults who 
are opposed to the Sunday-Rest bill. In many 
places no effort whatever has been made to secure 
signatures to the petition against it, and nothing 
whatever was done until within the last three 
months. The records show that nothing like this 
number of individual signatures has been secured 
for the petitions in favor of the bill. 

Only the Name, Not the Power. 

A CORRESPOJS'DENT of the Carrier Dove says:
" I say it in all seriousness, there is no name un

der he,aven, the power of which we as a progressive 
people have greater reason to fear, than the name 
of Jesus, as used by religious people. It is the ral
lying-cry under which they are striving to unite 
Church and State; the claim is that he shall be 
the ruler of, not only this, but all Nations; the 
Sabbath bill is being backed by the power of Jesus' 
name, and step by step we are thus being deprived 
of our liberties.'' 

This is only one of the things that the National 
Reformers and their allies are responsible for; but 
this is enough to stamp their whole scheme as an
tichristian. While they profess that theirs is a 
Christian movement, there is not.hing else in the 
world that is doing so much to bring Christianity 
into disrepute. Just as the false Christianity of 
the Roman Catholic Church, which was accepted 
as true Christianity, was responsible for the infidel
ity of Paine and Voltaire, so this professed N a
tiona! Reform, which will be taken by many as 
being just what it pretends to be,-an exhibition 
of real Christianity,-will disgust many with the 
very name of Christ and Christianity. 

We can tell our neighbor that although the 
name of.Jesus is used very often by these would
be reformers, " the power of Jesus' name" is alto
gether wanting. It matters not how much they 
may claim that he is to.~beJ>:,ing of this Nation, he 
himself has declared, "My kingdom is not of this 
world." The power of Jesus' name has never 
been exercised except for the benefit of the human 
race; but the mere name, the sound, has been 
used to back up crimes that would almost make 

a demon blush. It was the power of his name 
that healed the sick and raised the dead, in the 
days of the apostles. When, however, the sons of 
one Sceva, a Jew, thought to accomplish the same 
wonders that the apostle did, by cal1ing the name 
of Jesus over one possessed with a devil, the de
mon overcame them, and drove them from the 
house naked and wounded, proving to them that 
the name of Jesus without the power could ac
complish nothing towards diminishing the woes of 
the world. National Reformers should learn a 
lesson from the seven sons of Sceva. 

The "power of Jesus' name" has done more 
than to raise the dead; it has enabled men to re
sist the strivings of appetite and passion, has de
livered them from the bondage of vice and sin, so 
that they have stood free men, pure and clean, 
changed so greatly as scarcely to be able to recog
nize themselves. The power of the name of Je
sus can and does diminish sin; but nobody can 
apply that power but Jesus himsel£ When men 
attempt to diminish sin by law, using the name 
of Jesus, they will find that they only increase it. 
Jesus does not have any vicegerents in this world, 
and his reign is a reign' of love. National Re-• 
form Christianity is of the kind described by the 
apostle Paul, when he says that in the last days 
men shall be "lovers of their own selves;" etc., 
"having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof." From such we are exhorted to 
"turn away." E. J. w. 

The Sunday Petition Socialistic. 

A GOOD deal of effort is being made, especially 
by certain preachers, to discredit the opposition 
of the SENTINEL to the Blair Bill by classing us 
with Socialists. There probably are some Social
ists who are opposed to the bill; but though the 
Socialists should oppose wl:tat the SENTINEL op
poses, that does not make the SENTINEL a Social
istic journal. It is not a sufficient answer to our 
opposition to say that certain other classes oppose 
the bill. We know that the principles which un
derlie our opposition to the Blair bill are not So- · 
€ialistic. We also know that the principles upon 
which the bill is advocated, and by which the 
support of certain classes is gained, are essentially 
Socialistic. This we propose to prove. 

Much has been made of the petition of the 
Knights of Labor. But the Knights of Labor 
never took any such step except at the solicita
tion of Doctor Crafts. The Blair bill had been 
scarcely introduced before Mr. Crafts made a trip 
to Chicago and other cities, soliciting the sup
port of the Knights of Labor. Instead of their 
petitioning for a Sunday law, the object of it had 
to be explained, and objections answered before 
they could even be brought to support it. The 
object of the petition for the Blair bill was ex
plained by Dr. Crafts to the Central Labor Union 
of New York, and its indorsement secured. The 
Central Labor Union embraces a number of la
bor organizations, and the Christian Union de
clares the Central Labor Union to be a" radically 
Socialistic" organization. This, in itself, would 
not be particularly significant were it not for the 
fact that the arguments which Dr. Crafts presents 
to these organizations to gain their support are 
entirely Socialistic. Nor are these confined to Dr. 
Cmfts. Other leaders of the movement also ad
vocate the same principles. 

Dr. Crafts went to the General Assembly ofthe · 
Knights of Labor at Indianapolis last November 
to get the delegates there to indorse the petition 
for the passage of the Blair Sunday bill. Are-

port of his speech was printed in the Journal of 
United Labor, the official journal of the Knights 
of Labor of America, Thursday, November 29, 
1888. He said to them there:-

"Having carefully read and re-read your 'dec
laration of principles' and your 'constitution,' 
and having watched with interest the brave yet 
conservative shots of your Powderly at intemper
ance and other great evils, I have found myself 
so closely in accord with you that I have almost 
decided to become a Knight of Labor myself. If 
I do not it will be only because I believe I can 
advance your 'principles' better as an outside 
ally." ' 

'J1he following question was asked by one of the 
Knights:-

" Would it not be the best way to stop Sunday 
trains to have the Government own and control 
the railroads altogether, as the Knights advo

"cate?" 
Dr. Crafts answered: "I believe in that. 

Perhaps the best way to begin the discussion of 
Government control for seven days per week is to 
discuss this bill for Government control on one 
day. If the railroads refuse the little we now 
ask, the people will be the more ready to take 
control altogether." 

The Knights of Labor advvcate the doctrine 
that the Government shall take control of all the 
railroads in the country, and hire all the idle men 
in the country at regular railroad wages, and run 
the roads, as it now runs the Post-office Depart
ment, without reference to the question whether 
anything is made or lost by the Government. 
This is what gave rise to the above question. 
Dr. Crafts proposes to play into the hands of 
that kind of an element by making the bid for 
their support, that if they will help the Sunday 
workers get Government control of the railroads 
one day in the week, then the Sunday-law work-. 
ers will help the Knights to get Governmen~ con
trol every day in the week. Another question 
that was discussed both there and at the Conven
tion of Locomotive Engineers at Richmond, Va., 
was the following:-

" Will not one day less work per week mean 
one-seventh less wages?" 

The response to this was as follows:-
"As much railroad work as is done in seven 

days can be done in six days, and done better, 
because of the better condition of the men. And 
on this ground the engineers would be sustained 
in demanding, and if necessary compelling, the 
railroad company, to so re-adjust the pay schedule 
that the men will be paid as much as at present." 

That is to say, that Dr. Crafts and the Sun
day-law workers propose to stand in with the la
boring men to compel employers to pay seven 
days' wages for six days' work. This is made cer
tain by the following petition to the State Legisla
tures, which is being circulated everywhere with 
the petition for the Blair bill:-

"To the State Senate (or .liouse):-The under
signed earnestly petition your honorable body to 
pass a bill forbidding anyone to hire another, or to 
be hired for more than six days in any week; ex
cept in domestic service, and the care of the sick; 
in order that those whom law or custom permits to 
work on Sunday may be protected in their right to 
some other weekly rest-day, and in their right to 
a week's wages for six days' work." 

Now a week consists of seven days. A week's 
wages for six days' work is seven days' wages for 
six days' work. This petition asks the Legislatures 
of all the States to pass a law protecting em
ployes in their right to seven days' wages for six 
days' work. No man in this world has any right 
to seven days' wages for six days' work. If he 
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has a right to seven days' wages for· six days' 
work, then he has an equal right to six days' 
wages for five days' work; and to five days' wages 
for four days' work; and to four days' wages for 
three days' work; to three days' wages for two 
d-ays' work; to two days' wages for one day's work; 
and tD one day's wages for no work at all. This 
is precise]¥ what the proposition amounts to. For 
in proposing to pay seven days' wages for six days' 
work, it does propose to pay one day's wages for 
no work. But if a man is entitled to one day's 
wages for doing nothing, why stop with one day? 
Why not go on and pay him full wages every day 
for doing nothing? 

But it may be argued that we have misinter
preted the meaning of the petition; that, as it 
asks that nobody be allowed to hire another for 
more than six days of any week, it may mean 
only that six days are to compose a week; and · 
that it is a week's wages of six days only that is 
to be paid for six days' work. That is not the mean
ing of the petition. It is , not the intention of 
those who are gaining the support of the Knights 
of Labor by inventing and circulating the peti
tion. . At the hearing on the Sunday bill before 
the United States Senate Committee on Educa
tion and Labor, December 13, 1888, Dr. George 
Elliott, pastor of the Foundry Methodist Church, 
Washington City, was speaking in favor of the 
bill. Senator Call asked him this question:-

''Do you propose that Congress shall make pro
vision to pay the people in the employ of the Gov
ernment who are exempted on Sunday, for Sunday 
work?" 

Mr. Elliott-" I expect you to giye them ade
quate compensation." 

Senator Call-" Do you propose that the same 
amount shall be paid for six days' work as for 
seven?" 

Mr. Elliott-" I do; for the reason that we be
lieve these employes can do all the work that is to 
be done in six days. And if they do all the work, 
they ought to have all the pay." 

There it is in plain, unmistakable words, that 
they deliberately propose to have laws, State and 
National, which shall compel employers to pay 
seven days' wages for six days' work. This is 
sheer Socialism; it is the very essence of Socialism. 
No wonder they gained the unanimous indorse
ment of the Convention of the Knights of Labor, 
and of the Locomotive Engineers, and the Social
istic Labor Union of New York City, by propos
ing to pay them good wages for doing nothing. 

But this is not all. The Knights of Labor not 
only . accept the proposition, but they carry it 
farther, and logically too. This principle has 
been advocated for some time by the Knights of 
Labor in demanding ten hours' pay for eight 
hours' work, virtually two. hours' pay for doing 
nothing. The Christian Union and the Catholic 
Review propose to help the workingmen secure 
their demanded eight-hour law, and then have 
the workingmen help to get the six-day law by for
bidding all work on Sunday. Dr. Crafts and Dr. 
Elliott go a step farther, and propose to secure 
the support of the workingmen by having laws 
enacted compelling employers to pay them full 
wages on Snnday for doing nothing. But the 
Knights of Labor do not propose to stop with 
this. The same copy of the Journal of United 
Labor which contained Dr. Crafts's speech, con
tained the following in an editorial upon this 
point:-

"Why should not such a law be enac.ted? All 
the work now performed each week could easily be 
accomplished in five days of eight hours each if 
employment were given to the host of willing 

idle men who are now walking the streets. It is a 
cr.ime to force one portion of a community to kill 
themselves by overwo:;lr, while another portion of 
the same people are suffering from privation and 
hunger, with no opportunity to labor. The speech 
of the Rev. Mr. Crafts, published elsewhere, fur
nishes an abundance of argument as to why such 
a law should be put in force." 

So when the Sunday-law advocates propose to 
pay a week's wages for six days' work of eight 
hours each, because all the ·work can be done in 
six days that is now done in seven, then the 
Knights of Labor propose to have a week's wages 
for five days' work, because, by employing all 
the idle men, all the work that is now done in 
seven days can be done in five. And as Dr. El
liott bas said, "If they do all the work, they 
ouglit to have all the pay." But if a week's 
wages are to be paid for five days' work of eight 
hours each, that is to say, if two days' wages can 
rightly be paid for no work at all, why should 
the thing be stopped there? If the Government 
is to take control of the railroads all the time in 
order to pay two days' wages for doing nothing, 
and if the States are to enact laws compelling 

, employers to pay employes two days' wages for 
doing nothing, then ~hy shall not the Govern
ment, both State and National, take possession of 
everything, and pay the laboring men full wages 
all the time for doing nothing? For if men 
have the right to one day's wages for no work, 
where is the limit to the exercise of that right? 
The fact of the matter is that there is no limit. If a 

. man is entitled to wages for doing nothing part of the 
time, he is entitled to wages for doing nothing all 
the time. And the principle upon which Dr. Crafts 
and his other Sunday-law confreres gain .the 
support of the workingmen to the Blair Sunday 
bill is nothing at all but the principle of down
right Socialism. 

NoTE.-The statement of the Christian Union 
referred to above is as follows:-

"It is very clear that if our Sabbath is to be 
preserved at all-and we are sanguine of its pres

.ervation-the non-1·eligious sentiment of the coun- ' 
try must be brought in to re-inforce the religious 
demand for Sabbath rest, and it is increasingly 
evident that this is entirely practicable. And, curi
ously, what renders this practicable i8 that horrid 
'Socialism' which keeps some good people lying 
awake o' nights in fear and trembling. One of the 
Sabbath Committee in Philadelphia is, indeed, rep
resented 1\S relying 'upon the law of the Sabbath 
as promulgated by the Creator.' But the majority 
of Americans, in~luding large proportions of those 
who are most desirous of preserving the Sabbath, 
will never consent to see a purely religious obliga
tion enforced by civil penalties .. On the other 
hand, pure individualism affords an entirely ade
quate legal basis for anything like adequate 
Sabbath legislation. Modern. and, if 
our readers please so to regard it, Socialistic polit
ical economy . . . holds that the community 
has a right to act as a unit; . . . it has a right 
to fix upon a legal holiday or an eight-hour standard 
for the normal labor day-if it judge this best. 
In short, no eight-hour man can consistently deny 
the right of society to maintain a Sabbath by legal 
provisions; and . . . no advocate of Sabbath 
laws, unless he maintains the right of the State to 
establish a purely religious observance, can consist
ently deny the right of the community to fix a 
normal labor day; . . . and Christian Socia?-
ism finds a place for both.'' · 

The statement of the Catholic Review, also re
ferred to, is as follows:-

,,The time is near at hand when those who have 
so warmly advocated eight hours as a workman's 
day will find it necessary to agitate for six days 
as a workman's week. If the labor organiz;ations 

are really anxious for an issue on which they can 
have the help of the vast majority of the Ameri
can people, let them take up this of Sunday labor. 
They wiU find enormous obstacles to contend with 
in the widespread avarice of the non-Catholic 
workingmen as well as oft he capitalists. If the limit 
of a day's labor to eight hours is calculated to re
strain the overproduction to which they object, 
the cessation of Sunday labor, which is now car
ried on to an extent enormously in excess of 
what the general public is disposed to believe, 
would exercise a still further restraint in this 
direction." A. T. J. 

What Does It Mean 1 

WHAT means the introduction of a Sunday 
bill and a resolution for a change of the Consti
tution by Senator Blair, so as to secure certain 
religious observances, and the first and second 
reading of that bill in the Senate without a dis
senting vote? 

"What means the petition favoring the passag~;J 
of the bill, circulated in our streets and the pre.: 
sentation of the names of 5,000,000 petitioners 
by the National Reform Association, the Evangclt 
ical Alliance, and the W. C. T. U., for the enact
ment of those laws? 

'Vhat means the invitation to the Catholic 
Church, by the· National Reform League, to co
operate in these measures? 

'Vhat means the command of Pope Leo XIII., 
that all Catholics should do all in their power to 
cause the constitutions of States and legislation to 
be modeled on the principle of the true church? 

'Vhat means Cardinal Gibbons, a prominent 
Catholic, being taken as an exponent of 7·,200,000 
Catholics in favor of the' proposed measures? 

Does it not mean a gigantic conspiracy to 
revolutionize our Goverument, aJH] in its stead to 
establish a theocracy, or ecclesiastical Govern
ment?-Alexanclr-ic~ (llfinn.), Post. 

---·#-----
False Religion Not Incompatible with 

Good Citizenship. 

IT is possible that a religion may be at variance 
with common sense ttnd with the word of God, 
and yet so far as civil soCiety is concerned, be per
fectly harmless. For instance, some may believe 
that the body and blood of Christ are, in con
tradiction to their senses, verily and inclee(l taken 
by the faithful in the Lord's Supper, and yet be 
as temperate, upright and beneficent as their. 
neighbors who believe that the bread and wine in 
that ordinance are merely symbols of the body 
and blood of Christ. Again, some may be pleased 
to have other gods besides Jehovah, the living 
and true God, in opposition to the first pre
cept of the decalogue; and some may go a step 
further, and have pictures and images of God, in 
defiance of the second, and yet be as good citizens 
as the most rigid Unitarians, or the most ortho
dox Calvinists. Probably some of my readers begin 
to think that this is carrying toleration too far, 
and that the writer is criminally indifferent to the 
honor of God; and yet, perhaps, there is not one 
of all these who is not in the daily habit of break
ing the third commandment, by taking the sacred 
name in vain ! 

"Religion is the cause of God, and it is at our 
peril that we neglect to support it." And does it 
follow, that we are ,.to support it, by whatever 
means the devil, or his emissaries; may suggest? 
If we make a distinction between what is divine 
and what is human, we ought much more to dis
tinguish between what is divine, and what is in
fernal. Do we serve God, that God who is goQd 
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to all, and whose tender mercy is over all his 
works-who, when he was importuned to reveal 
his glory, declared hilm;elf the Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, slow to auger, and 
abundant in goodness and truth ; that God, all 
whose perfections are but different forms of love
by making him guilty of a religion, dark and 
lowering as a thunder-storm, which blasts and 
desolates the earth as it advances? Can this be 
that religion which was ushered into the world 
with "glory to God in the highest; peace . on 
earth; and good-will towards men"? Granted, 
"genuine religion is the cause of God;" and this 
great truth furnishes many arguments against 
every species of persecution. 

"Is, then, every ridiculous vagary on which 
'the human mind may light, to be tolerated in re
ligion?" Why not? Considered in a political 

• point of view, there is not a worse, in a religious 
point of view, not a more absurd, vagary than 
intolerance ; and the. tendency of intolerance, to 
give consistence and perpetuity to the fleeting 
shades of mental weakness, may be received as a 
good argumentum ad hominem, by those who think 
it may be employed to promote truth and uni
formity.-'7"0larke's History of Intolerance. 

Upon What It Is Founded, 

''THE Sabbath," says the Lutheran Observer, 
"is founded upon the constitution of man. It was 
ordained at the creation to supply his physical 
aud moral wants, not . only during his state of 
inno~ence in Eden, but also after the fall and 
when·scattered over the face of the earth. De
manded by the well-being of the family, its insti
tution immediately succeeded that of marriage; 
and promotive of the best interests of Nations, it 
was enacted as a civil statute, and enforced by 
moral and legal sancti(')ns, as well as by disci
plinary. chastisements." 

So fa~ as physical rest is concerned, Olltl day is 
just,' as good as anotl1er, and very many people 
manage to get along very well without any stated 
day of rest at all. But the matter of physical 
rest is dwelt upon so much for the reason· that to 
say aught of the memori~l character of the Sab
bath is to call attention at once to the fact that. 
the d.11y generally observed as the Sabhatll has no 
claims whatever to be regarded as such. The 
.Sabbath was ordained primarily as the memorial 
of creation, and in th'is respect no other day can 
possibly take its place. 

But the evident intent of the Observer's remarks 
is to show that Sunday keeping ought to be en
forced by law; and on the surface there is a 
degree of' plausibility in the theory, for under the 
Jewish theocracy Sabbath keeping was enforced 
by legal sanctions, but so was the worship of God. 
Concerning the day of atonement we read: "For 
whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afHicted in 
that same day, he shall be cut off from among his 
people." Lev. 23: 29. But does the Observer 
think that people should now be put to death for 
failing to worship God according to his appoint
ment? If not, why not? Certamly no reason can 
be urged against the one which could not qe with 
equal force against the other. 

If, however, such penalties were inflicted in 
these days, who would decide when they should 
be inflifJted, and upon whom they should be in
flicted? Manifestly the strongest party. In 
Catholic countries Protestants would be punished 
for alleged violation of the divine law, while in 
Protestant countries Romanists would suffer like 

penalties for not doing the same things. And not 
only so, but the various sects of Protestants would 
war among themselves, each invoking the powers 
of the law against the other, all fully believing 
they were doing God's service. Does not the 
Observer know that inyoking the legal enforce
ment of any religious duty upon which men differ; 
as, for instance, the binding obligation of the 
seventh or the first days of the week, and making 
this or any other religious question a matter of 
law, is to empower men to decide what is the true 
faith? Can we afford to do it in this country? 

Sunday Legislation in Illinois. 

-A BILL was intr9duced in the House of the 
Illinois Legislature January 25, which is another 
evidence of .the drift toward enforcing religious 
beliefs by civil law. Notwithstanding the fact 
that the constitution of Illinois provides for the 
"free exercise and enjoyment of religious profes
sions and worship, without discrimination," these 
apostles of church and State want to compel, con
trary to the supreme law of the State, the observ
ance of a religious institution. Following are the 
first two sections of the bill:- · 

"SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the pwple of the 
State of Illinois, represented in the General As
sembly, That whoever shall keep open on Sunday 
any shop, store, factory, or other public place, for 
the manufacture, or pre1>.aration, or packing, or sale, 
or other disposition of any goods, wares, or merchan
dise, except as in this act expressly provided, shall 
be deemed guilty of a high misdc~eanor, and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum not less 
than fifty, nor more than five hundred dollars, for 
each offense, and shall be committed to the com
mon jail, till the fines and costs arc paid. 

"bECTION 2. ·Whoever shall procure, or permit to 
be employed in any secular business on Sunday in 
any of the places m'mtioned in section 1 of this 
act, any clerk, workman, or other person, except 
as in this act expressly permitted, shall be deemed 
guilty of a like misdemeanor, and shall suffer the 
like penalty as is prescribed in the foregoing sec
tion." 

These sections prohibitoRly a certain class of 
labor. However, the mover of the bill says pri
vately that it does not cover all they want. But 
if they make the bill too sweeping on the start, they 
:{Bar it will be defeated; and he thinks that half a 
loaf is better than no bread. TI1is wiH prove a 
stepping-stone toward getting stronger legislation 
in the future in favor of Sunday. True to the 
watchword of Sunday-law advocates, the standard 
of the ideal Puritan Sunday is erected in tho back
ground, and they try to lead us on cautiously, step 
by step, till we shall be hemmed in on all sides, 
and the only thing allowable on Sunday will be 
to go to church to listen to the lengthy disquisi
tion of some prosy divine. But even as an in
itiatory measure, on the class the bill touches, it 
imposes a fine that would soon use up a small 
fortune. The author of the bill frankly stated to 
me that it was intended to protect the religious in
terests of Sunday. It seems strange to hear men 
talk of imposing such fines if we refuse to observe 
in sacred style a dogma of disputed origin in the 
Christian church. Think of it! from fifty to 
five hundred dollars! \Vould it not be well be
fore making such lawR in favor of what he thinks 
to be the Christian religion, to examine the rec
ords to see if the Author of the Christian religion 
would be in harmony with such action ? 

According to these sections of the bill, the of
fender "shall be deemed guilty of high misde
meanor." The criminal code of the Illinois statutes 
divides offenses into "felonies," "misdemeanors," 

and "infamous crimes," but I do not find anything 
referring "to high misdemeanor." In view of the 
fact that thi;; is only a "stepping-stone "to the legis
lation they want in favor of Sunday, I suppose it 
was deemed unwise to call a violation of this act 
either "felony" or "infamous crimes." And yet 
the simple term of" misdemeanor" in the statutes 
is not strong enough, so the term " high misde
meanor" must be used. The "Library of Uni
versal Knowledge " defines " high misdemeanor" 
as "an offense short of, but closely bordering on, 
treason." And in the Articles of Confederation 
between the original thirteen States (Art. 4) we 
have the expression, " If any person guilty of or 
charged with treason, felony, or other high mis
demeanor," etc., thus associating " high misde
meanor" with treason and felony. Fellow-citi
zens, are we ready to be classed with those guilty 
of the infamous crime of treason just because we 
choose to dissent from the idea of observing a 
religious institution, no matter whether we are 
conscientious about it or not? God does not in 
the Christian dispensation delegate to anyone the 
authority to inflict temporal punishment on the 
violators of l1is law. Would it not be well for 
these would-be defenders of the Christian religion 
to be more moderate in their proposed enact
ments? The third section is as follows:-

"SECTION 3. This act shall not apply to the print
ing or circulation of newspapers, nor to the s1~le of 
medicine, nor to the delivery of milk, nor to the 
running of railroad or street-cars, or other means 
for the necessary transportation of the people for 
all lawful purposes, nor to the circulation of proper 
books, tracts, or papers, nor to any other work of 
necessity or..,charity. In case of any question 
whether any particular work be a work of necessity 
or charity, any person may apply to any court hav
ing equity jurisdiction, to enjoin the same, nnd 
upon such application the question aforesaid shall 
be determined." 

This section very graciously exempts news
paper men, druggists, milkmen, and railroad and 
street-cars, because, as the father of the bill says, 
they do not care to have the opposition of these 
industries at present. After they get the bill 
passed, they will be able to use it as a lever to 
get stricter legislation, and stop everything on 
Sunday. But the worst feature of this section 
is the loose way in which it leaves worh of 
"necessity or charity." The bill says that "in 
case of any question whether any particular 
work be a work of i1ecessity or charity, any rier
son may apply to any court having equity juris
diction, to enjoin the same, and upon such appli
cation the question aforesaid shall be determined." 
'V e are here informed that there really are wol'lm 
of necessity and charity. But the only way to 
find out " in case of any quefltion whether any 
particular work be a work of necessity or charity" 
is to go ahead, do the work, and be subject to the 
caprice of any person who wishes to" apply to any 
court having equity jurisdiction, to enjoin the 
same," and by a suit at law have the matter de
termined. Our statutes should be so framed that 
we may know what is lawful aml what is not, 
without first having to do some deed and be "en
joined," and have a lawsuit in onlm· to ascertain 
what the law is. Such a law would be expected 
from a tyrant, but is not becoming to a free people. 
An article in the special edition of the October 
SENTINEL, entitled, "The Savor of Tyranny," is 
to the point here, and we request all our readers 
who have not a copy of the paper to send aml 
get it. The article is well worth reading and re
reading. The bill continues:-
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" SECTION 4. In addition to the pena,ties in this 
act provided, the several remedies hereinafter spec
ified may be had, for any offense described in this 
act. A fine not exceeding $200 may be recovered 
in a common suit, before a justice of the peace or 
police magistrate commenced by summons in the 
name of the people of this State, on the relation of 
any person who may make complaint. Each and 
every of the offenses described in this act is hereby 
declared to be a nuisance, and it shall be the duty 
of all. courts of equity in this State upon the 
proper application, to enjoin and prohibit the same, 
and no bond shall be required of the complainant 
in such a case. A bill, or petition for injunction, 
may be filed, by any person aggrieved, either in his 
own name, or in the name of the people on his re
lation." 

This section endeavors to provide "remedies." 
But instead of remedies it furnishes the most un
obstructed liberty to those who may desire to show 
their religious zeal by harassing those who may 
not desire to observe Sunday so strictly as their 
Puritan neighbors. Chapter 69, paragraph 9, of the 
Illinois statutes, under the caption of" Injunctions," 
reads: "In all other cases [except injunctions to en
join a judgment], before an injunction shall issue, 
the complainant shall give bond in such penalty, 
and upon such condition and with such security as 
may be required by the court, judge, or master 
granting or ordering the injunction, provided bond 
need not be required when, for good cause shown, 
the court, judge, or master is of opinion that the 
i~junction ought to be granted without bond." 

This provides that in case a person has an in
junction served on him or is enjoined to cease 
doing anything, the person so enjoining shall be 
required to give bonds to cover the damage done 
the defendant, in case the injunctimfproves to be 
unjust. For instance: A man is building a house, 
and his neighbor concludes tha.t when the struct
ure is up it will prove a damage to him. So he 
has an injunction issued to have the building 
s~opped. This will necessitate the stoppage of 
all the hands on the building, and everything in 
connection with its erection must cease. Anyone 
can see that this would involve a big expense to 
the builder. To cover the damage thus accrued, 
in case the injunction proves to be unjust, the law 
requires that the complainant shall give bonds. 

If such bonds were not required, we should be 
exposed to the caprice and malice of any unprin
cipled person who might, to annoy us, keep asking 
a continuous round of injunctions on the pretext 
of various " grievances." This would not only be 
very annoying, but would involve much expense 
on the part of the person enjoined. But the 
statute, to prevent such annoyance and injustm~. 
provides that bonds must be given, except in cases 
where" the couri,, judge, or master is of opinion 
that the injunction ought to be granted without 
bond." The framer of this Sunday bill would 
claim, perhaps, that it should come under this 
provision of the statute, thinking that Sunday 
desecration is so clear an offense as to require no 
bonds. But he was not so clear on the subject 
when he was framing section 3, for there we are 
left in doubt as to what are works of" necessity or 
charity." And the only way to find out what such 
works are is to get " enjoined " and go before the 
court for a decision. Could anything be worse? 
Leave a law so loose that we can't tell just what 
it means, and then have the effrontery to presume 
that .an injunction provided by such law was so 
obvious and palpably clear that the complainant, 
no matter who, if he be only "aggrieved," may 
pray for an injunction without giving bonds! 

There are diversities of opinion in regard to 
works of " necessity or charity," as well as works 

of privilege among many who observe Sunday; 
and there is also a respectable class of Christians 
who do not believe in keeping Sunday at all, but 
observe the original Sabbath or Saturday. And 
still 6utside of these there is a large number who 
clq.im the privilege of skepticism in regard to all 

· religious beliefS, arnd consequently have no con
science upon any sabbath. All of these classes 
have a right to protection in a civil government, 
and none should be allowed to set up his con
science as a standard, and compel the rest to come 
to it. But this bill, if passed, would allow the 
narrowest-minded zealot in the land to harass 
with impunity his less enthusiastic neighbor. For, 
mark you, "any person aggrieved" may file a 
petition for injunction without giving bond for 
the same. It will surprise us to learn how easy 
some persons are " aggrieved" on ·this subject. 
When prominent clergymen within the last year 
of this enlightened nineteenth century will say, 
" Nothing outside of the home and the sanctuary is 
properrecreationfor the Sabbath-day," and," Oh, 
for a breath of the . Puritan!" anyone can 
see that they are only waiting for such laws as 
the foregoing to furnish them the unobstructed 
opportunity of making theh· ideas and desires felt. 
The above is only a sample of the kind of legisla
tion that is bejng asked in so many places in favor 
of Sunday. Again, fellow-citizens, let me ask, 
Are you ready to accept such laws and be subject 
to the intolerance of religious bigots who are even 
in our enlightened day clamoring for law that 
they may compel, under pains and penalties, the 
observance of religious dogmas? The bill closes 
thus:-

,, SECTION 5. Subject to the provisions of this act, 
and of other laws of this State, all persons may 
spend Sunday in any orderly and peaceable man
ner, as they deem proper,' and no person shall be 
prosecuted, harassed, or annoyed under color of 
this act for anything done on Sunday, which is not 
prohibited by some law or ordinance, or which is 
not in its nature offensive and contrary to the 
peace and good order of society." 

This section would se11m to give some privileges 
after all in advance of the "Puritan Sabbath." 
But take the bill as a wl10le, and how much is 
not prohibited by some law or ordinance? Sec
tioiJ. three makes everything unlawful on Sutiday 
except circulathig books, tracts, and papers, t,he 
sale of medicine, the delivery of milk, and the 
running of railroad and street-cars and "works of 
necessity or charity;" and we are assured that 'this 
law is only an initiatory step toward the stricter 
legislation that is to follow later on. And while 
this last section might seem at first to soften the 
whole bill, yet in reality it is only a blind to lead 
us into the narrow confines of the ideal of the 
Puritans. 

Even if all were settled in regard to Sunday 
being the right day to observe as the Sabbath, the 
words of Him who said, "My kingdom isnotofthis 
world," would forever forbid us to enforce by civil 
enactment any religious institution. And with 
all the history of religious intolerance coming to 
our minds, are we ready to be drawn into the 
same thing again? The great clamor at the 
present time for civil law to enforce religious be
liefS and observances, should arouse ()very Amer
ican citizen from his feeling of security, and cause 
him to consider whether he is ready to submit to 
all the intolerance resultant upon a union of 
Church and State. A. 0; TAiT. 

CoNGRESS shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof:- U. S. Constitution. 

THE Denver Republican says: "The . State 
names Sunday as a day of rest by the same 
power that it names the Fourth of July as a legal 
holiday." Then why does the State treat Sunday 
so much differently from the Fourth of July? It 
compels people to rest on Sunday, whether they 
want to or not, but it leaves them free to do just 
as they please on the Fourth of July. Anybody 
can see that it is not the exercise of the same 
power in each case. There is all the difference in 
the world. No one complains that Sunday is 
made a legal holiday, although it commemorates 
nothing in connection with the State; but the 
Sunday-law people are not satisfied with that. 
They do not want it made such a holiday as the 
Fourth of July. Just let somebody introduce a 
bill into Congress, providing that everybody should 
celebrate the Fourth of July in a certain way, and 
that nobody should do any work upon it, and' 
there would be a protest against such unjust in
terference with people's rights. Much as we 
honor the Declaration of Independence, such an 
act as that would show that the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence had been forgotten, 
and so will a Sunday law. There is not one point in 
common between Sunday and the Fourth of July; 
and when the advocates of a Sunday law men
tion the National holiday as a precedent for Sun
day legislation, they but make emphatic the. fact 
that there is a feature in their work from which 
they would fain attract attention. 

THE Rev. S. M. Johnson, a Presbyterian pastor 
in Denver, spoke on Sunday, February 17, .on 
the Sunday-closing movement, and in his dis
course said:-

" If we were to distinguish, we would say that 
it is unskilled laborers with whom the Sunday 
saloon has much to do. Many of them are em
ployed as shovelers and diggers on the streets. 
They take a ten-cent lodging. It is good enough 
during the week, when the day is spent in hard 
work, and the men go to their rooms to sleep. But 
a ten-cent lodging is quite dreary when 'Sunday 
comes. How will they spend the day? Go to 
Trinity to hear the great organ? But how many 
churches in Denver would be inviting to those 
~en? Go to the Y. M. C. A. rooms? But they are 
too finely furnished to be home-like to such men. 
Where then? What ot.b.er doors are open? The 
saloon doors." 

That is all true; but whose fault is it? • One 
of the proofs which Christ gave that he was the 
Christ was that he preached the gospel to the 
poor. But here we find a 'professed follower of 
Christ pleading for a civil law to keep the poor 
back from that to which the unchristlike posi
tion of professed Christian workers has drivel} 
them. They want the State to do for these. peo
ple that which they ought to do, but are not 
willing to do. We commend to them the words 
quoted in another part of this paper from the 
Catholic .American. 

IN his essay on "Southey's Colloquies," Lord 
Macaulay said:-

"The ark of God was never taken till it was 
surrounded by the arms of earthly defenders. In 
captivity, its sanctity was sufficient to vindicate 
it from insult, and to lay the hostile fiend pros
trate on the threshold of his own temple. The 
real security of Christianity is to be found in its 
own benevolent morality, in its exquisite adapta
tion to the human heart, in the facility with 
which its scheme accommodates itself to the ca-

. pacity of every human intellect, in the cons,ola
tion which it brings to the house of mourning, m 
the light with which it brightens the great mys
tery of the grave. To such a system it can bring 
no addition of dignity or of strength, that it is part 
and parcel of the common law." 
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THE Censor, a professedly Prohibition journal, 
published in Los .Angeles, Cal., thus shows itself 
to be a strictly National Reform organ:-

"The ten commandments are the. basis of a per
fect National Constitution, and the sermon on the 
mount and the Lord's prayer the model of a perfect 
city charter." 

We have no fault to find wit\, the ten com
mandments, the sermon on the mount, or the 
Lord's prayer; they are perfect; but we should 
hate to live in a city governed by mortals, in 
which the sermon on the mount was taken as the 
charter. We should say, with King David: "Let 
me fall now into the hands of the Lord; for very 
great are his mercies; but let me not fall into the 
hands of man." 

THE Advance of February 21 thinks that 
"there is promise of good things in the announce
ment that John Wanamaker is to be Postmaster
General." It thinks that, as an active Sunday
school worker, lte will use his influence to stop 
Sunday work in the Post-office Department of the 
Government, and says: "There_ is so much room, 
for improvement of this kind in the department 
that Mr. 'V anamaker may look upon it as 
a wide field of religious usefulness." That caps 
the climax of cabinet speculations. If the 
ideas of some people could be carried out, the en
tire Government would be simply a religious 
machine. The reader should not fail to note 
these unpremeditated admissions that legislation 
to stop the mails on Sunday is religious legislation. 

·AT the Sunday mass-meeting in Denver, the 
Rev. Father Carr said:-

''We know that there is less crime, lawlessness, 
and drunkenness in Denver than in any other city 
of its size in the Union. We know it, but how can 
we explain it to out Eastern friends, with the con
dition of affairs as they now exist? Let me tell an 
Eastern friend that our saloons and gambling-places 
are open on Sunday, and he cannot understand how 
it is that the good order which I may at the same 
time claim, prevails." 

That is the latest excuse yet devised for a Sun
day law, and it is about the thinnest. They have 
the best of order in Denver, with practically no 
Sunday law, but they want the Sunday law so that 
they can attribute the good order to it. The great 
plea for a Sunday law is on the ground that it will 
tend to peace and prosperity; but unfortunately 
for the argument, tl1ey have that condition of 
things already, and they are anxious to hurry up 
the Sunday law, or the enforcement of what they 
have, so that they can point to the good order 
that already exists, and say, "See the result of 
strict Sunday laws." This is sufficient to show 
that it is not in the interest of temperance that 
they are working, but it is just as certain that they 
are not working in the interest of religion, that is, 
if telling the truth is a part ofreligion. It is in
deed a form of religion that they are working for, 
but a form of religion that has no connection with 
Christianity. 

THE New York preachers' meeting of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, embracing ministers 
in that denomination in New York and adjacent 
cities, at a recent session heartily indorsed the 
principles of the .American Sunday Union, de
claring that " its methods and plans, so far as they 
have been developed, are singularly wise and effi
cient.". No one can question but that its methods 
are "efficient," and they no doubt exhibit the 
wisdom of the serpent, in that they are crafty; 
but we are sure that a method by which one 
name is multiplied by 7,200,000, and a single 
church or other organization is represented three 
or four times over upon the strength of a vote 
by a few of them, is a manifestation of almost 
anything but the wisdom that comes from above. 
But then, such methods are " efficient," and that 
proves their wisdom. 

THE Pearl of Days says that the practice of 
holding mass-meetings on Sunday, in the interest 
of labor, has resulted in a vigorous protest on the 
part of many workingmen in Cincinnati, and 
quotes from the Chicago Inter-Ocean to the effect 
that the Central Labor Union hav1ng called a 
meeting for Sunday, February 24, ·instead of 
February 22, as at first intended, a mass-meeting 
of trade unionists to protest against Sunday meet
ings in general, and this one in particular, was 
appointed. The Inter-Ocean says that "the 
workingmen are nearly equally divided on this 
question." The Pearl of Days says: "We can 
but rejoice in this hopeful sign." Yes, but how 
does this tally with Mr. Crafts's statements that the 
Sunday-Rest bill was framed to satisfy the clamor 
of the workingman? This doesn't look as if the 
clamor had been very great. The most of the 
clamor has been stirred up by Mr Crafts himself. 

.AT the anniversary dinner of the Gatholic Club, 
in Philadelphia, Cardinal Gibbons, .Archbishop 
Corrigan, and Archbishop Ryan were present and 
made speeches. .Among other things, .Archbishop 
Ryan told of the meeting between a Protestant 
and the Pope, and how well pleased the two men 
were with each other, and said: "So many 
Protestants who have met the Pope, while not re
ligiously Catholic, are personally Papists. He 
then continued:-

" On the great dogmas we are all united. We 
have a common love for religion. In an age when 
society is threatened with grave dangers it is well 
that men who love Christianity and Christian civil
ization should unite. I was glad to ·find when I 
came to Philadelphia that most o( the public men 
were Christians, and I see no reason why on the 
great questions we ma.y not agree." 

This speech was greeted with "great applause," 
therefore the National Reformers may take cour
age. There is a growing prospect that their over
tures to the Roman Catl0lic Church will not 
much longer be repulsed. · · 

PROTESTANT preachers inveigh against the 
Sunday newspapers, for the reason that the news
papers keep people from church. The Sunday 
newspaper has become a popular necessity in this 
country; it has come to stay. That is a fact to 
be faced, whether you like it or not. Whatever 
the Sunday newspaper may be or may become, 
they must be poor preachers, poor churches, and 
poor creeds indeed which confess themselves 
beaten by a Sunday newspaper. There must be 
something radically wrong with them, as in truth 
there is. No Catholic priest would complain of 

l the Sunday newspaper on the ground that it drew 
people away from mass and the sacraments of the 

Lord's day. Catholics, a comparatively small 
minority happily, do stay away from mass and 
the sacraments; but this grave sin of theirs is not 
owing to Sunday newspaper reading. It is be
cause they have fallen into the habit of neglect
ing what they know to be their duty; Catholics 
read the newspapers on Sunday just as Protestants 
do; but the Catholic Churches, crowded at all 
the masses, as any inquirer may convince himself 
by vistting the churcheR, testify to the fact that 
newspaper reading affects in no wise Catholic 
faith and worship. The trouble of which the 
Protestant preachers complain does not lie with 
the newspapers, but )vith themselves, rather, their 
vague doctrinal teachings, and their soulless wor
ship on empty altars.-Catholic American. 

Sentinels for Missionary Work. 

~SIXTY assorted back numbers (four differ
ent dates) of the AMERICAN SEN1'INEL sent post
paid for $1.00. Just the paper to hand to your 
neighbor or mail to a friend. .All about the Na
tional Reform movement, the Sunday question, 
the Blair bills, etc. 

Cloth Bound Sentinels. 

'VE have a few Vol. 3, 1888, monthly .AMERI· 
CAN SENTINELS, with index and special campaign 
number, bound in cloth, which we can send post
pak1 for $1.00. Our complete three-year sets 
have all been sold. If you need Vol. 3 (in paper 
at 75 cents, or cloth at $1.00) send for it now, as 
they are nearly all sold. 

Agents Wanted. 

To canvass for the weekly AMERICAN SENTI· 
NEL, at $1.00 per year, to whom liberal cash 
commissions will be paid. Send now for sample 
copy, terms to agents, etc. 

M. L. Huntley, secretary International Tract 
Society, Battle Creek, Mich., is general agent for 
all that territory lying south of Pennsylvania aml 
the Ohio River, and east of the Mississippi River. 
Persons desiring to canvass in any State included 
in that territory will please apply to the secre
tary mentioned above. 

Canvassers in any other States will write to the 
State T. and M. secretary of the State in which 
they wish to work, or to AMERICAN SEN1'INEL, 
1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal. 

.Agents' complete canvassing outfit for tl1e 
SEN1'INEL alone, consisting of sample copies of the 
paper, guarantee cards, circulars, terms to agents, 
etc., sent .free. 

.Agents' complete canvassing outfit, including a 
sample copy of the illustrated pamphlet, "Pro, 
phetic Lights," post-paid, for 50 cents. 

Agents' complete canvassing outfit, including a 
sample copy of the illustrated, 500-page, cloth
bound, popular edition of "Great Controversy,'' 
for $1.00. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 
----· 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation 
of th~ United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as regards religion or l'eligious tests, and 
the maintenance of human rights, 

·both civil and religious. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed toanytbing tending 
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact 

Single Copy, Per Yea.r, post-pa.id, • • • $1.00. 
In clubs often or more copies, per year, eacb, • • 75c. 
To foreign countries, s!ngle subscription, post· paid, - 5s. 
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PuT down a long mark to the credit of Ar
kansas. Its Legislature h~s passed a memorial 
to Congress, asking the defeat of the Blair Sul}
day-Rest bill. The memorial was passed by a 
large majority in both Houses. We are glad 
that Arkansas has done this much toward re
deeming herself from the disgrace of her Sunday
law work of a few years ago. 

A GENTLEMAN who sympathizes quite strongly 
with the work of National Reform, writes us that 
aside from the argumentative part of the SEN
TINEL, it contains nothing but sawdust. Inas
much as the AMERICAN SENTINEL is packed full 
of argument from beginning to end,-argument 
which no National Reformer has yet attempted 
to ;refute,-we take the statement as proof that it 
is considered pretty solid. 

IN the line of the policy of compelling children 
by law to go to school is the theory of making 
voting by qualified citizens compulsory. A new 
idea of this theory in a modified form comes from 
Kansas City. It is a municipal arrangement, 
levying a poll-tax, which will be discharged by 
the act of voting, but collected upon a failure to 
vote, and the money turned into the school fund. 
Reformers are getting in their work rapidly of 
late, and the simplicity of our forms of govern
ment are being packed away in the closets with 
the other relics.-Cincinnati Commercial Gazette. 

THE empire of Japan will undoubtedly soon 
be Christian. In proof thereof read the follow
ing from the Voice:-

"The imitation of Western civilization by the 
Japah\')Se has led them to regard Sunday, which in 
.Japan has hitherto been decidedly continental in 
its character, as a day of rest. This began with 
the closing of the Government establishments on 
Sunday. The Tokio citizens followed this example, 
and the closing spread from city to village, and 
now on a fine Sunday business is nearly suspended, 
and the places of popular resort are crowded." 

Western civilization and commerce have much 
to do with influencing Eastern nations; doubtless 
thos~ nations can easily be induced to adopt Sun
day laws as a matter of business policy, and then 
they will all be Christian nations. · How easily .the 
world may be converted in these days. 

THE Christian Statesman of January 24, 1889, 
says that :Free Masonry always boast'l of its" his
torical descent from the Eleusinian mysteries ar:d 
the sun-worsh1p of ancient times.'' ·wm the 
Statesman kindly inform the public where Sunday 
laws, which it so much favors, came from, except 
from the sun-worship of ancient times? Does 
not the Statesman know that the first Sunday law 
that ever was, was to enforce the observance of 
"the venerable day of the sun," and that it was 
issued by a downright sun-worshiper? If it 
does not know this, or does not believe it, will it 
please tell us what other historical descent Sunday 
laws h~:we than from the sun-worship of ancient 
times? 

IN the California Prohibitionist of February 14 
a correspondent writes thus: "I quite agree with 
you that all issues should be dropped from our 
party, save one, prohibition. . . . By all 
means let us steer clear of the Sunday law. It is 
not popular." 

This is sensible advice, but it will not be fol
lowed. The first thing that man knows he will 
be charged with being in league with the brewers 
and saloon keepers, because he believes in prohi
bition every day in the week, and not merely on 
Sunday. Sunday-law advocates say that they 
want'a Sunday law so that saloons may be closed 
on Sunday; if they were real prohibitionists, and 
wo11ld work for prohibition, they would have no 
need of a Sunday law for such a purpose. 

The Christian Statesman Speaks Again. 

THE Christian Statesman of January 10 criti
cises the course of the SEN'.riNEL under the heading, 
"An Unfair Critic." The SENTINEL does its 
very best to be fair all the time; we can afford 
to be fair; and so far as we know, we have never 
yet taken an unfair advantage in any argument, 
or in any way. 

The Statesman says it admires the consistency 
with which the SENTINEL "follows out its own 
premises to their . uttermost conclusions; " but 
that it does not admire the SENTINEL's " disposi
tion to impute wrong motives to its opponents." 
We do not impute motives; nor do we judge 
men'~ motives. Wenotonlyfollowourown premises 
to their utmost conlusions, but we follow the prem
ises of the Statesman and the Sunday-law workers, 
and the workers of religious legislation generally, 
to their uttermost conclusions also. And when, 
by logical deduction, following these premises to 
their inevitable conclusions, we find iniquity in
volved in it all, and expose it, that is neither 
imputing motives nor judging motives. It is 
simply reasoning from premises to conclusions. 
If their premises are sound, they ought not to 
flinch from the conclusions. As for ourselves, 
we .are perfectly satisfied to be measured by every 
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conclusion from every premise which we . lay 
down. If the Statesman's premises are correct, 
its conclusions cannot be wrong. And, therefore, 
it ought not to flinch, nor complain, nor charge 
us with imputing wrong motives, when we take 
its own premises and carry them to their inevita
able conclusion, and then, finding the conclusion 
to embody the very principles of the Papacy, con
demn the system as wicked. 

Further: The Statesman says of the SENTI· 
NEL:-

" It has charged the National Reform Associa
tion with duplicity, with the cherishing of evil 
purposes which it dares not avow, and with the 
use of dishonorable means to accomplish the ends 
it seeks. A case in point is its charge that the 
Association is in league with the Roman Catholic 
power in the United States, and favors the designs 
of the Papacy. One ground of this accusation is 
the remark made by the corresponding secretary 
in the Saratoga Conference of 1887, in answer to 
a question, to the effect that an effort might well 
be made to find a common ground between ihe 
Protestants and the Romanists in relation to the 
work of education." 

We do not remember ever to have charged the 
National Reform Association with the cherishing 
of evil purposes which it dares not avow. We 
have found ample employment in exposing and 
publishing as widely as possible the evil purposes 
which it does avow. There is no need of in
venting charges of evil purposes which it dares 
not avow. The evil purposes which it does avow, 
and upon which it seems to pride itself, are enough, 
it seems to us, to satisfy any reasonable person for 
a life-time. It avows its purpose of enforcing 
upon all in this country "the laws of Christian 
morality," which is only an attempt to force men 
to be Christians; it avows that the civil power 
"has the right to command the consciences of 
men ; " it avows its purpose to tolerate only as 
"lunatics" and "conspirators" all who oppose 
its aims. These things, with scores of others in 
the same line, are avowals of the evil purposes 
which it does cherish. To discuss these things, 
and to show the evil that is in them, is what the 
SENTINEL has done; and it has been so fullr 
employed in this that it has not had llime, even 
if it had the disposition, to invent evil purposes 
which it might imagine that the association dares 
not avow. As to the charge of duplicity, we 
shall here present two extracts from the Christian 

·Statesman itself; and we leave it for the States
man or anybody else to judge what it reveals. In 
the Saratoga Convention, to which the Statesman. 
refers, the editor of the Statesman, in arguing 
against the secular program of education, said:-

,,It does not satisfy the .Roman Catholics, or 
conciliate them to our school system. Their spe
cial outcry is against the atheistic tendencies of 
public education, and the exclusioJI. gf religious 
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worship and instruction from the schools gives 
color to the charge.'' 

Then the question was asked,-
" If we put the Protestant Bible in .the schools 

where the Protestants are in the majority, how 
could we object to the Douay Version in schools 
where the Roman Catholics are in the majority?" 

And the editor of the Statesman. said: " We 
would not object." 

Then again the record says:-
,,Rev. Dr. Price, of Tennessee-! wish to ask 

the secretary, Has·any attempt ever been made by 
the National Reform Association to ascertian 
whether a consensus or agreement could be reached 
with our Roman Catholic fellow-cHizens, whereby 
we may unite in support of the schools, as they do 
in Massachusetts?" 

'' The Secretary-' I regret to say. there has 
not. • , . But I recognize it as a wise and duti
ful course on the part of all who are engaged in or 
who discuss the work of education, to make the 
effort to secure such an agreement.' 

"Dr. Price-' I wish to move that the National 
Reform Association be requested by this Conference, 
to bring this matter to the attention of American 
educators and of Roman Catholic authorities, 
with a view to securing such a basis of agreement, 
if possible.' 

"The motion was seconded and adopted." 
There the editor of the Statesman argued in 

favor of securing the cooperation of the Catho
lic Church in forcing religious instruction into 
the public schools. He agreed that the Catholic 
Bible and Catholic instruction might be given in 
the public schools where the Catholics are in 
the majority. He, in behalf of theN ational Re
form Association, accepted a commission to bring 
this matter to the attention of Roman Catholic 
authorities with a view to securing such a basis 
of agreement, if possible. That was August 15 
to 17, 1887. Within less than two months after 
that, a School Board in Pittsburg elected a Catholic 
priest principal of a public school in a ward in 
which the people were almost wholly Catholics. 
The editor of the Statesman in his issue of Octo
ber 20, 1887, said:-

"Of course the priest will now feel it his duty to 
introduce religion into the school; and the country 
will watch with interest to see what kind of re
ligion it will be.'' 

Well, what kind of religion could it be ex
pected to be, but the Catholic religion ? And 
this is precisely the thing that the editor of the 
Statesman accepted a commission to secure ; this 
is the very thing to which he said he would not 
object. He agreed that where the Catholics were 
in the majority, the Catholic Bible should be 
used, and Catholic instruction should be given, in 
the public schools. The Catholics were in the 
overwhelming majority in that ward in Pittsburg. 
The priest was hired as principal of the school; 
and if he taught the Catholic religion, the editor 
of the Statesman said at Saratoga he would not 
object. And now, not two months afterward, 
what does he say ? In the same editora:l, the 
very next paragraph, after mentioning ·the ap
pointment of the priest in Pittsburg as principal 
of the school, he says this:-

" The writer of these lines has recently been in 
a New York town where one of the two public-. 
school buildings has been given over to the Roman 
Catholics, who furnish the teachers, and teach 
the doctrines and worship of their church, includ
·ing prayers to the virgin and the supremacy of the 
Pope over all men and all govern.ment, the whole 
being supported out 6f the public funds. Could 
anything be imagined more unpatriotic or unrea
sonable?" 

At Saratoga be said l1e would 110t object to the 
Catholic Bible being used and Catholic instruc-

tion being given in the public schools where the 
Catholics were in the majority. He accepted a 
commission to secure the agreement of the Cat~
olic Church upon that basis. But yet when, in 
Pittsburg and in New York, the very thing was 
done to which he said he would not object, and 
which he had accepted a commission to secure, 
he innocently inquires, "Could anything be im
agined more upatriotic or more l'lnreasonable? " 

What has the Clvristian Statesman to say to these 
facts as recorded in its own editorial columns? 
Upon the question of duplicity we leave it to the 
unbiased judgment of any intelligent person. If 
the editor of the Statesman shall still insist that 
that is not duplicity, we sincerely desire that he 
will print in his editorial column his opinion of 
what would constitute duplicity. 

Further: The Statesman says of the Saratoga 
proposition to secure the co-operation of the 
Roman Catholic Church in public schools:-

"We still maintain that such an effort might 
well be made, not that we have hope of conciliating 
the Roman Church to the American system of. 
education, but because their refusal to confer, or 
their refusal to accept American ideas when fairly 
and kindly and accurately stated in such a con
ference, would put them still more clearly in the 
wrong before the American people.'' 

Remember that the Statesman is defending it
self against the charge of duplicity; and to 
escape that charge it says that the Saratoga 
proposition was made with the expectation that the 
Catholics would refuse it, and because such re
fusal would put them more clearly in the wrong. 
In other words, it defends itself against the charge 
of duplicity by virtually confessing that that 
Saratoga proposition was a piece of duplicity. 
We hope the Statesman will try again; and we 
sincerely wish it better success next time. 

A. T. J. 

The Blair Educational Amendment Bill. 

(Concluded.) 
3. IT is utterly useless to talk about teaching 

the principles of the Christian religion as one 
would teach the principles of arithmetic and 
geography. Such a thing cannot be. Those 
sciences are fixed. There is no chance for a 
difference of opinion in regard to them. They 
are the same in every nation and among all 
classes of religionists and men of no religion at 
all. An infidel could not possibly teach any 
different principles of arithmetic than a Christian 
would. But it is not so with religion. Even 
though it had been decided by vote of a council, 
what the principles of the Christian religion are, 
that, as already shown, would not change any
body's mind, and every teacher of the Bible 
would give his teaching the bias of his own con
ception of truth. It could not be otherwise. 

4. To obviate this, it is evident that, the prin
ciples of the Christian religion having been set
tled by the council of the churches, the State 
would have to embody them in a text-book, 
which all would be required to use. Mr. Blair 
has already seen the necessity for this, and has 
planned for it, as appears from the following ex
tract from a letter which he wrote to the secre
tary of the National Reform Association:-

" I believe that a text-book of instruction in the 
principles of virtue, morality, and o~ the Chris
tian religion, can be prepared for use m the pub
lic schools by the joint effort of those who repre
sent every branch of the Christian church, both 
Protestant and Catholic." 

13ut what would this result in? Just this: 

First, of giving the Catholic Church the controll
ing voice in determining what religious instruc
tion should be given in the public schools, so that 
very many, if not the majority, of the public 
schools would virtually be only Roman Catholic 
parochial schools. Second, it would necessarily 
result in withholding the Bible from the people. 
For even though the principles laid down in the 
text-books or catechisms were in harmony with 
the Bible, it would not do to let the teachers have 
free access to the Bible, or else they would be im
bibing doctrines that would be heretical, accord
ing to the religion of the State, and would be 
teaching them to the children. Within four 
hundred years men have been burned at the stake 
for doing just such things as that, and punishment 
of some kind would certainly follow in this coun
try. 

So we see that from whatever side we approach 
this amendment, it provides only for a union of 
Church and State, and that union on the Catholic 
model. We have not indulged in any fanciful 
speculation. History repeats itself, because human 
nature is ever the same. The causes which led 
to the prohibiting of the Bible in the Middle 
Ages, will do the same thing now. 

One other point in Senator Blair's remarks 
should be noticed. That is, that it is of the 
greatest importance that a child should possess 
a· knowledge of the principles of the Christian 
religion, even if he does not apply those prin
ciples in his personal conduct. We most .heartily 
dissent. We don't believe that the knowledge 
which Judas had of the principles of the Chris
tian religion, and he must have had an intimate 
knowledge of them, made his traitorous act one 
whit better. The principles of the Christian re
ligion are of no account whatever miJess they are 
applied to the personal conduct. Indeed, they 
are worse than useless if not applied to the per
sonal conduct, since they make the individual 
satisfied with a mere form of religion. And so 
again we charge this amendment with providing 
for a State religion which will be utterly destitute 
of the power of vital godliness, and of planning 
the education of children in this form, so that 
they will become conceited formalists, sunk in 
carnal security,_ 

If anybody says that there is no danger that 
the amendment will ever be adopted, we warn 
him against indulging in any such delusion. The 
National Reform Association is to a man in favor 
of it. The Christian Statesman, of July 19,1888, 
said:-

" Senator Blair's proposed amendment furnishes 
an admirable opportunity for making the ideas of 
the National Reform Association familiar to the 
mind of the people.'' 

In the Christian Statesman of September 6, 
1888, Mr. John Alexander, the father and first 
president of the National Reform Association, 
congratulated the association on the introduction 
of the Blair amendment, and said: "The National 
Reform Association ought to spare no pains and 
omit no effort which may promise to secure its 
adoption." And in the issue of December 27, 
1888, the same paper spoke most enthusiastically 
of both of Mr. Blair's religious bills, and said: 
"Both of these measures involve the principle of 
National Christianity," thus showing that we are 
not taking a partisan view when we say that its 
adoption will make the union of Church and State. 

The National Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, at its m1_nual convention in New York in 
October, 1888, formally indorsed the Edqcational 
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Amendment bill. See report of Resolution Com
mittee, in Daily Union Signal, October 24, 1888. 

Besides this, the American Sunday Union, 
which was organized to push the Sunday-Rest 
bill and similar measures, is in favor of it. In 
fact, where the Sunday-Rest bill would find on'e 
supporter, the Educational Amendment bill would 
probably find a dozen; because so many are 
carried away by the glittering promises in the 
last part of section two, that they cannot see the 
danger in the other part. While plucking the rose, 
they will be stung by the serpent, unless .they 
are warned. Will not the reader of this join us in 
sounding the alarm? E. J, w. 

By What Power? 

DR. ADA~ CLARKE lived at a time when he 
could see the evils of the Church controlling the 
St!tte, as the people of God were still suffering 
from this terrible evil. 

In his note on Zec1I. 4: 6, "Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts," he says:-

'" l{ot by might [of thy own], nor by power [au
thority from others], but by my Spirit'-the provi
de.nce, autho~ity, power, and energy of t.he Most 
;H1gh. In this way shall my church be raised and 
preserved. No secular arm, no human prudence, 
no earthly policy, no suits at law, shall ever be used 
for the founding, extension, and preservation of my 
church. 

"But the SJ,lirit of the world says, 'These are all 
means to wJnch we must have recourse; otherwise 
the cause of God may be ruined.' Satan, thou 
liest 1" 

Dr. Clarke says it is the spirit of the world, or, 
w4ich is the same thing, a worldly church, which 
seeks by the secular arm, and human prudence, 
and earthly policy, and suits at law, to preserve 
and extend the church. 

He calls this Satan, which is equivalent to say
ing that the people who work thus are controlled 
by the spirit of the devil. 

And when the Lord Jesus says, "My kingdom 
is not of this world," he practically shuts out all 
who seek to malce his kingdom of this world. 

JOHN R. CALKINS. 

Army Chaplains. 

THE Ckristian Statesman of January 24 an
nounces that a bill is now before Congress, pro
'Viding for the increase of the corps of army chap
lains to one hundred-the number now allowed 
by law being only thirty-four. Instead of in
creasing tl1e number to one hundred it ought to 
be reduced to none. The thirty-four chaplains 
in the army now are thirty-four too many. 
Army chaplains are supposed to be for the 
spiritual benefit of the soldiers. But they are no 
.benefit at all, either spiritually or otherwise, to 
the soldiers. we know waereof we spen.k. we 
were in the regular army five years, and received 

, a "most excellent" discharge. Vve have been in 
different garrisons where chaplains were stationed, 
and never in the whole five years did a chaplain 
visit the quarters where we were, or any of the 
men in the company to which we belonged; unless, 
perhaps, in company with the officers at Sunday 
morning inspection. Never was there a visit 
made by a chaplain to the company in which we 
:served, for any spiritual purpose, or for any 
purpose, in the due exercise of the duties which 

:he is appointed to perform. 
The fact of the matter is, chaplains cannot 

·work for the spiritual interests of the soldiers in 
•the regular army. They rank as commissioned 
--officers, and are to be held, in the estimation of 
<the men, with the same deference and military 

respect that is clue to the officers. He l~as an 
officer's uniform, an officer's insignia of rank, 
and whenever he appears the soldier has to strike an 
attitude of attention and salu' e as he would any 
other commissioned officer. Thus, the very position 
which he holds, ranking as an officer, places an in-
· surmountable barrier between him and the soldier. 
He cannot maintain the dignity of his rank and meet 
the common soldier upon the level where he is, and 
approach him upon that comnion level as every 
minister of the gospel must do with those whom 
he is' to help spiritually. He cannot enter into 
the feelings, the wants, the trials, the temptations, 
the besetments of the common soldier, as one 
must do to be able to help spiritually, and as the 
minister of the gospel must do in the exercise of 
his office anywhere, with any person in the wide 
world. 

Jesus Christ set the example; he did not ap
pear in the glory, the dignity, the rank, and the 
insignia of his office which lw bore as the King of 
eternity. He laid this aside ; he came amongst 
men, meeting humanity upon humanity's level. 
He, though divine, came in human form; made 
himself subject to all the temptations which hu
manity meets. This he did in order that he 
might be able to help those who are tempted. 
The great apostle to the Gentiles, following the 
way of his Master, became all things to all men, 
that by all means he might save some. To the 
weak he became as weak, that he might save them 
that are weak; to the tempted and tried, the same, 
that he might save them, and bring them to the 
knowledge of Him who was tempted and tried for 
their sakes, that he might deliver them from temp
tation and give them strength to overcome in time 
of trial. This is the divine method; it is the only 
J;IIethod. 

The appointment of cl1aplaincies in the United 
States army, with the rank, the dignity, and the 
insignia of superior office, is contrary to the prin
ciple illustrated by Jesus Christ in his lite, and 
taught in his word, and frustrates the very pur
pose for which professedly they are appointed. 
The money that is spent by the United States 
Government in paying chaplains could scarcely 
be spent in a way that would do the soldiers less 
good. We said once before in these columns, 
that unless the chaplains of the United States 
army whom we did not see while in the army, 
were vastly more efficient than those whom :we 
did see, all of them put together did not do the 
soldiers as much good in the five years we spent 
in the service, as would a single bag of white beans. 
In the nature of the case, as we have slwwn, it is 
impossible that they could benefit the men. 
They, having it devolved upon them to maintain 
the dignity and respect that is due to their rank, 
do not make any strenuous efforts to help the 
men. It is difficult to conceive how any man 
who has the Spirit of Christ, and who really has 
the burden to help the enlisted men of the army, 
could ever think of accepting such a position; 
because the acceptance· of such a position becomes 
at once the greatest hindrance to his helping the 
men at all. 

·we have said nothing upon the constitutional as
pect of the question; and it is certainly an open 
question as to whether the payment of chaplains 
from Government funds is constitutional. We 
have discussed the question wholly upon the merit 
of the case. The principle shows that in the circum
stances of their appointment, army chaplains 
cannot benefit the men; and practice shows not 
onlf that they do not; b:tt that they do not try. 

A. T. J. 

The Outlook in Pennsylvania. 

HAVING spent a few days at Harrisburg, Pa., 
the capital of the Keystone State, I am 11appy to 
report that as far as I can judge from interviews 
with prominent men from different parts of the 
State, there will be found many true Ameri
can citizens who will raise their voices against any 
movement which, like the Blair bill, points towards 
a union of Church and State in our United States. 

I secured over 800 signatures to the petitions 
to Congress, in opposition to religious legislation, 
the most of which were of influential citizens of 
Harrisburg, and representative men from different 
parts of the State. In three hours I secured 
twenty-six yearly subscriptions for the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL, some subscribing for themselves and 
their friends. 

There does not seem to be any prospect of se
curing a repeal of the present stringent Sunday 
law, which was enacted away back in 1794, and 
still stands upon the statute books, at this session 

·of the Legislature, although some amendments to 
it will doubtless be passed. Among them is one 
which was introduced last week in the House by 
Representative Shiras, of Alleghany County. It 
provides that: It shall be lawful for any person 
duly qualified, under the provisions of the act to 
which this is a supplement, to carry on business 
as a retail druggist, pharmacist, or manager of a 
retail drug or chemical store, to carry on his busi
ness as such on every day in the year, either in 
person or through the services of a registered 
pharmacist as a qualified assistant. 

They are empowered to keep open their store, 
or stores, to attend to the business of compound
ing medicines and selling medicines, which shall be 
construed to mean anything contained in the dis
pensaries of the United States, or medicines pre
scribed by physicians, proprietary goods, surgical 
instruments and appliances, and such other ar
ticles as are legitimately connected with ·the 
transaction of such business. 

About 20,000 names have been received at our 
office from different parts of the State, sent in by 
those who have been and are still circulating the 
petitions to Congress. Among these are Congress
~en (elect), State Senators, members of the House, 
JUdges, mayors, lawyers, and professional men of 
all classes. The local papers are noticing the · 
subject in many places. . I quote the following 
from the Jamestown Sun of January 7:-

" Petitions are being signed (and none too soon) in 
this vicinity to be presented to both Houses of Con
gress for th~ purpose of checkmating the efforts of a 
fanatical crank named Blair, in the United States 
Senate, to so amend the Constitution as to fetter 
reli.gious liberty. The majority of the people of the 
Un~ted States do not, as yet, want to be compelled 
by force to receive their religion from the Govern
ment of the United States. They need no priests 
in politics. They want no union of Church and 
State. And yet, astounding as it may seem, 'tis 
said that 14,000,000 names have been sent to Wash
ington in favor of the :Blair bill; a bill which 
threatens religious liberty in our Government, and 
which has passed two readings in the United States 
Senate." 

I might quote many other articles which have 
the true ring in them on this subject, but will not 
take the space. 

The outlook in Pennsylvania is encouraging. 
Men and women, regardless of party or sect, are 
assisting in the good work of distributing reading 
matter which will place the subject intelligently 
before those who will give it a careful considera-
tion. . L. C. CHADWICK. 

Williamsport, Pa., Feb~ 181 1889. 
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The State to Enforce Church Disci
pline. 

THE National Presbyterian, January, 1889, in 
an editorial entitled, "The Church and the Sun
day Newspaper," said:-

,, The responsibility of the church for the con
tinued existence of the Sunday newspaper, is be
ginning to attract the attention of thoughtful 
men. It is a fact which it is idle to attempt to 
conceal, that it is sustained by the patronage of 
the members of the evangelical churches. It is the 
support given them by this class, and this alone, 
that makes it practicable to continue the publica
tion of these papers. The responsibility, then, of 
this great and growing evil is with the church." 

Similar statements are very often made. That 
the churches are the greatest Sunday breakers is 
quite generally admitted. It is a fact that the 
first Sunday excursion train was run at the re
quest of ministers ·and church people. In Our 
Day, Ja~uary, 1889, there is an article by Prof. w·. 
G. Ballantine, of Oberlin, Ohio, which is wholly. 
devoted to a statement of how members of churches 
in the East disregard the Sunday when they 
are on pleasure excursions in the West. In that 
he makes it apparent that professed Sunday-keep
ing Christians are responsible for a large part of 
the business that is done on Sunday. He says:-

"There can never be a Sabbath in Colorado until · 
Eastern Christians have more conscience. They 
give the lie, when they go there, to the teachings 
of the home missionaries whom they support there." 

These testimonies might be duplicated many 
times over, but they are sufficient for the purpose 
of our argument. Read them again carefully 
before you go further. Mark well the statement 
of the National Presbyter·ian, that the Sunday 
newspaper, which is regarded as a synonym for 
the rankest kind of Sunday desecration, "is sus
tained by the pat,ronage of the members of the 
evangelical churches. It is the support given 
them by this class, and this alone, that makes it 
practicable to continue the publication of these 
papers." 

It is to stop just such things as this that Sun
day laws are wanted. Everybody knows that 
whenever a speech is made urging the necessity 
for a Sunday law, the Sunday excursion and the 
S~fnday newspaper are set forth as equal to the 
saloon in desecrating the day. Now take partic
ular note of this point:--

1. Since, by the admission of the representatives 
of the churches, it is church members who are re
sponsible for the greater part of the Sunday dese
cration, it is evident that if church members kept 
Sunday strictly, the amount of Sunday business 
and pleasure would be reduced to a minimum. 
2. Since these church members do by the very 
act of becoming church members pledge them
selves to observe Sunday as a rest day, it is evi
dent that in violating Sunday they are violating 
a rule of the church, and are proper subjects for 
church discipline. The National Presbyterian 
makes this very emphatic. 3. Therefore it is 
evident, further, that when these churches call for 
State and National laws to enforce Sunday observ
ance, they are simply asking the civil power to 
enforce the rules of the church, and to execute 
church discipline. 

Let the reader judge if this is not a legitimate 
conclusion. We know that it cannot be fairly 
disputed. And therefore the enactment and en
forcement of Sunday laws does mark the consum
mation of the union of Church and State. No 
different state of things from this ever existed in 
the middle ages. The church then deClared who 

were heretical, and the civil power executed the 
penalty upon them. That is what the American 
Sunday Union is asking to-day, that the Govern
ment shall enforce one of the laws of the church. 
And so by the evidence which they themselves 
furnish, they are working to secure an exact re-. 
production of the Papacy. No wonder they find 
Cardinal Gibbons willing to co-operate with them. 

But they will say that many States have Sun
day laws and .have had them for a long time, and 
yet there have been no such terrible results as 
would naturally follow a union of Church and 
State. To this we reply: (1) That these laws 
have been largely inoperative. It is this very 
fact which makes the American Sunday Union 
call for a National Sunday law. They want a 
National law to give efficiency to the State laws. 
Therefore it is not to be expected that we should 
have seen the full effect of Sunday laws. (2) 
But even with the manifest disadvantage which 
the Union claims, of having no National law to 
give force to the State laws, we have seen such 
results from Sunday laws in some States, notably 
in Arkansas and Tennessee, that we have no de
sire to see the union of Church and State made 
any more complete. If State Sunday laws can 
get in such deadly work now, what would they 
not do with a National law back of them to make 
them "efficient"? We leave the reader to solve 
the problem. E. J. w. 

Pleading for a State Religion, 

ON Friday, February 15, a delegation from 
New York, New Jersey, and Philadelphia, ap
peared before the Senate Committee on Educa
tion and Labor to urge the passage of the Blair 
Educational Amendment to the Constitution. 
Dr. Stevenson, of Philadelphia, spoke in behalf 
of the National Reformers, Dr. King, of New 
York, for the Evangelical Alliance. 

Were it not for the serious nature of the ques
tion under discussion, it would be really amusing 
to note the conflicting theories advanced as rea
sons why the proposed amendment to the Con
stitution should be adopted; Dr. Stevenson 
thought that the change ought to take place in 
order to stop the growing sentiments of Liberal
ism and Catholicism, but his chief objection was 
against the doctrines of the Catholic Church. 
Under a system of close questioning by Senator 
George, of Mississippi, lw admitted that there 
were over 7,000,000 Catholics who would be 
compelled to surrender their rights of conscience 
by such a change, and also a "vast, indefinite 
following" of Liberals whose freedom of thought 
would be invaded. " But," said he, "there is no 
other course open. Neutrality in matters -of re
ligion is impossible." 

It was plainly evident from his speech that 
the Reverend Doctor is in favor of coercing the 
minority to yield their religious, or non-religious, 
principles, as they may happen to hold, to the 
dogmas of those who happen to be in the major
ity. This seems all right to him, because he 
stands on the popular side of the question. But 
he did not condescend to state how the question 
would be affected in his mind if, by some turn 
in the wheel of fortune, the other side should 
happen to become the majority, and have the 
power to change at will the religious complexion 
of the Nation, and oblige him, because found on 
the side of the minority, to yield his convictions 
of religious truth, and his duty to God, to the 
dictates of the..JUajority. Could he but place 

himself for a brief space in that position, it may 
be that he would then see the injustice of the re
sult he now seeks to obtain. 

Dr. King's hobby was the growing demand of 
the Catholics for a portion of the school fund to 
be applied to their parochial schools. He thought 
the proposed amendment would cure that evil, 
because if it were to become a law, every child in 
the United States, between the ages of six and. six
teen years, would be compelled to attend a school 
where the religious views taught would be regu
lated by the Government instead of one's con
victions received from the religious teachers of 
any one denomination. It was also a startling 
thought to him that Catholicism was assuming 
such proportions as to be able to secure the vo
racious demands of the church. "What we 
want," said he, "is a Christianity taught in our 
public schoolS, which is not founded on any par
ticular tenets." 

But the logic of the learned gentleman did 
not lead him to announce what effect the power 
of Catholicism would have in moulding the 
"principles of Christianity" to be taught in the 
public schools, in case the amendment should be 
ratified in due form. He of course knows that 
these millions of Catholics are American citizens 
just as much as are Protestants, and as such are 
entitled to as much respect in every way as any 
others. Should a school system be inaugurated 
such as is proposed in the contemplated bill, 
would not these same Catholics be entitled to 
recognition in framing the "principles of Chris
tianity" to be taught in the schools? And if, as 
Dr. King affirmed, their power is now sufficient 
to give them what they demand, would they not 
wield a large influence in settling what should be 
taught in the schools as the "principles of Chris
tianity"? Does it not follow, then, that instead of 
the proposed amendment obviating the present 
d'fficulty between Protestants and the demands of 
Catholics, they would be greatly enhanced? 
Surely he must be willingly lacking in discern
ment who cannot see the logical sequence of such 
a movement. 

Some may go so far as to say that Catholics,J ews, 
and others should be excluded from the counsels 
of those who would arrange text-books for N a
tional schools under the proposed amendment. 
To say nothing of the injustice of such a 
course, would it help the situation? Would 
7,000,000 or more Catholics, and over half a 
million Jews, all of whom have children to be 
influenced by the law, tamely submit to such dis
respect? If such a course were to be taken, it 
would only create disrespect, and even hatred, on 
the part of the offended, toward the public teach
ers and the Government which sustained them 
and the result woul<f be religious strife and per: 
haps bloody discord. In other words, the his. 
tory of the Dark Ages would be repeated. 

It is worse than folly to talk of having the 
"principles of Christianity" taught without bring
ing in any particular tenets. ·what are the 
principles of the Christian religion but particular 
tenets of faith? The prineiples of the Christian 
religion surely embrace the doctrines of repent
ance, baptism, the Lord's Supper, and many oth
ers, which now cause endless di:'lcussion. If these 
are taught at all, " particular tenets " must be 
taught and enforced to the exclusion of others 
which may be considered obnoxious by those who 
prepare the text-books. 

The two speakers mentioned were .followed by 
Dr. Morris, of New .Jersey. He seemed to-dis. 
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cern the difficulty the others had encountered by 
antagonizing the Catholics, and sought to avoid 
it by saying that he had nothing against the 
Catholics, as a church, and thought they ought to 
have their say in all great questions. The only 
fault he found with them was that they were 
''introducing into politics religious questions 
which are destined to produce sad results." Af
.ter deploring the situation, he said that "if tlus 
amendment pass, it will remove religious ques
tions from politics." 

Upon being questioned by one of the Senate 
Committee as to the nature of the political agita
tion caused by the Catholics, the speaker said 
that their r~ligion called them to yield obedience 
to a foreign potentate rather than to the United 
States Government, and therefore their church "is 
a perversion," to which he was opposed: He 
wanted the amendment to pass in order to put 
a quietus on the teaching of such a system, and 
also that such principles might be taught in our 
public schools as would cultivate assimilation to 
Aq1erican ways. 

Just how the proposed amendment is fitted to 
cultivate assimilation to American ways is hard 
to define; for if American ways are to be judged 
by the National Constitution, the proposed amend
ment is most intensely un-American; for that in
strument distinctly provides that Congress shall 
make no laws respecting the establishment of 
religion, or prollibiting the free exercise thereo£ 
But if an amendmen't shall become law which 
establishes certain forms and prohibits the free 
exercise of the Catholic, or Jewish, or any other 
religion, then this country will be no longe\· Amer
ican in its principles, but will be like the arbitrary 
powers that ruled Europe in the days of supersti-
tion and ignorance. · 

But 'Dr. Morris, upon cross-examination, finally 
concluded after all that Catholics would not be 
subjected to any inconvenience, because they now 
really accept the principles of the Christian re
ligion. He did not seem to notice the conflict be
tween this statement and his former one, tlmt 
their principles of faith were so different from 
that held by himself and others that he wanted 
an amendment to the Constitution to cure evils 
growing out of religious questions that the Cath
olics were weaving into politics, which were caus
ing trouble to American ideas of Christianity. 
Neither did he explain why the Catholics were 
now so afraid to have their children taught by 
Protestant teachers as to forbid their attendance 
at public schools. It seems strange that this should 
be so· if they are so much in harmony with the 
principles or' the Christian religion that they 
could quietly acquiesce in having their children 
taught in schools where the majority of the teach
ers would be Protestants, and would, as such, 
teach the principles of Christianity. Then, too, 
how strange that an amendment to the Constitu
tion should be needed to neutralize the power of 
the Catholics, if they are already in harmony with 
the proposed change. 

Then, aga.in, how ridiculous the idea that suc11 
an amendment would forever remove religion 
from politics. One clause of the proposed amend
ment provi~,es expressly that Congress shall 
have power to legislate from time to time upon 
the measures of the bill, as it becomes necessary. 
How plain, then, that as the religious complexion 
of the governing power changes, religious ques
tions will -continually arise for adjustment, only 
to be settled according to the will of the existing 
majority, which, in some cases, as in other ques-' 

tions, would be a complete subversion of previous 
legislation. Indeed, when the proposed amend
ment is effected, relligion has then just been really 
introduced into politics, to worry and harass tha 
Nation with the feuds engendered by political 
wire-pulling. Better let well enough alone, before 
it is meddled with. But these men will not be 
satisfied till they get what they demand, no mat
ter what it entails on the Nation. If those who 
are so eager to promote such folly were the only 
ones to suffer, it would not be so bad, but when 
this scheme is well afloat, it will carry the entire 
Nation into the whirlpool of religious strife. 

J. 0. CORLISS. 

Washington, D. 0., Feb. 18, 1889, 

The Intolerance of National Reform. 

THERE are certain necessities which naturally 
grow out of the conditions that exist among the 
various forms of society adopted by men. Civil 
government is, or should be, simply the crystal
lization, so to speak, of certain rules governing 
and regulating these necessities. These rules, 
naturally taking the form of common law, should 
bear with equal force upon all classes of society 
coming within their jurisdiction. Therefore, civil 
government, if properly administered, should be, 
in the highest sense, the representation of the will 
of each individual, as one of the component parts 
of the entire fabric of human society. Each in
dividual should have a voice in the forming of 
those laws which govern· the body politic, in 
order ·to have a successful and a harmonious 
form of government. This is the right which 
is guaranteed to all, under our present National 

. Constitution. 
But, right at this juncture, the National Re

formers rise up and insist that the real elements 
of success and harmony are still lacking, and 
that, in order to supply this lack, it is necessary 
to incorporate certain religious features into the 
Constitution and the civil law. "Let all Chris
tian laws, institutions,. and usages," say they, "be 
placed on an undeniable legal basis in the funda
mental law of the land." This, and this only, 
they claim, is what will save this Nation, and 
assure to it true harmony in all its workings. 

It will take but a moment's thought to see 
that the only way in which harmony could pos
sibly exist under such conditions as these, would 
be for each individual to recognize the moral 
obligation of these Christian laws, institutions, 
and usages, and be willing to conform to them. 
"Exactly so," say National Reformers, "and this 
is precisely the reason why we want these matters 
placed on a legal basis, in order that every indi
vidual may recognize them as part of the funda
mental law." But, hold! will the fact that these 
institutions are a part of the fundamental law 
be sufficient to convince the minds of all who are 
subject to it that this law is therefore right? and 
will moral obligation be thus enforced? In other 
words, will might make right in the mi.nds of the 
people? As before shown, individuals can 'agree 
on certain rules regulating their civil relations 
toward each other, because these rules are simply 
for the regulation of certain necessary conditions, 
and it is this unanimous consent which constitutes, 
in a large mea~ure, the strength of all republican 
forms of government. 

But will there be sucha unanimous agreeme11t 
when the questions involved are those of religious 
faith and practice ? It is very evident that there 
will not be. So ·we. Jlee that the very moment 

the question of the inuividual's relation to a 
divine power arises, a dilemma at once appears. 
If each individual recognizes the obligation of 
these moral requirements, he will certainly obey 
them, inasmuch as they emanate from a source 
which is, to llim, l1igher than any human au
thority whatever; and in that case there would 
be no necessity of enforcing these higher require
ments by the power of civil law. 

If, on the otl1er hand, tl1ese duties toward God 
did not present themselves before the minds of 
all, and yet by the power of civil law these moral 
obligations were made legal obligations as well, 
would such enforced obedience be acceptable in 
the sight of God? Assuredly not; for ·if God 
had desired such obedience as this, he would 
undoubtedly have deprived man of the power of 
free moral agency at the outset of his career, a 
fact which even National Reformers would be 
slow to admit. But in their desire to enforce 
this moral obedience by the power of civil law, 
they virtually deprive mankind of this God-given 
right of the power of moral choice, and thereby 
place themselves in the unenviable position of 
instructors of the Almighty! Is it not a wonder 
how God has managed during all these years to 
govern his creation without the help of these self
appointed teachers? 

It is this supreme, self-satisfied assurance on 
their own part, which leads them to be so in
tolerant of the opinions of others. Religious con
victions, whether true or false, have always been 
the strongest emotions of the human heart, and 
when the ability to enforce these convictions upon 
others has been conferred by law upon any class 
of religionists in the past, the result lias always 
proved disastrous. The work of the ancient 
Scottish Covenanters, and of the Romish Church 
as well, is a fair example of this. History fur
nishes no instance to the contrary, nor would it, 
though the experiment were to be a thousand 
times repeated. ~Vhcnever the power of civil . 
government falls into the hands of any religious 
body, the result must be an abuse of that power 
for the furtherance of so-called religious ends. 
In the very nature of the case it could not be 
otherwise. The very knowledge of having the 
power to enforce a dogma or doctrine, is a temp
tation which it is difficult to resist. 

Although it would seem that these principles 
are so plain to all that even National Reformers 
would see them, and avoid the direful results 
wl1ich must naturally come from them, we see 
the lust for power so far overcoming their con
scientious scruples that already they begin to use 
the same intolerant expressions that characterized 
the followers of Ignatius Loyola, and others of 
his class, in the past. For instance, take the 
following, from a sermon delivered by Rev. T. 
De ~Vitt Talmage, in Brooklyn, N. Y., October 
26, 1884:-

" It is a matter of vast interest whom these 
great masses of humanity are going to vote for. 
. . . American politics will never be purified 
and made decent by anything less pungent and 
all-pervading than the Christian religion. . 
I hope to live to see in this country a party with 
two planks in its political platform, the ten com
mandments and the sermon on the mount. That 
would sweep the land like a tornado. . . . This 
is what we ought to have, and what we will have, 
-a National religion. . . . What we need is 
such multitudes of converted and evangelical 
people that they shall be in the majority, and that 
they shall control everything that is secular as 
well as everything religious. . . . The Chris
tian religion will yet take possession of every 
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ballot-bt>x, of every, s<:ht>ol-hol).se, of every home 
• . . of this National domain." 

A few words have been italicized in the fore
going extract in order that the reader may see 
the real underlying sentiment to be the force of 
law, and not the love of religion or the religion 
of love, which is to accomplish all this. And 
when this glorious(!) gospel of coercion is estab
lished, as Mr. Talmage says it will be, and when 
everything which is secular shall be controlled 
by the religious "majority," what will we have 
but the same enforcement of religious opinions 
against the rights of conscience as in the Dark 
Ages? And what may reasonably be expected 
but a repetition of the same religious persecution 
and bigotry which. characterized that period? 
If we wish to know what kind of toleration will 
be extended to those who darB to maintain indi
vidual rights of conscience contrary to this es
tablished religion of the land, it is only neces
sary to turn back the pages of history a few 
years and see what has been done in the past 
under similar circumstances. In every instance 
WQ find the same result. First, fines and im
prisonments; then confiscation of property;. and 
finally, such gentle means of moral suasion as 
the rack, the dungeon, and the fagot were con
sidered none too strong to convince the recal-

.. citrant of the error of his ways. 
The following, from Zion's Watch Tower, of 

July, 1888, gives so much of the real animus of 
National Reform that we would like to lay it be
fore the readers of the SENTINEL for their 
thoughtful con6ideration. It was published under 
the head of "Papal Love for the Bible and for 
Protestants," and is as follows:-

"A large number of copies of the Bible were re
cently burned in Barcelona, Spain, by order of the 
Government-of course at the instigation of the 
Church of Rome. The following, translated from 
the Catholic Banner, the organ of Papac.y ther~. 
shows that they approved and appreciated the 
action. It said:-
' "'Thank God, we at last have turned towards 
the times when those who propagated heretical 
doctrines were punished with exemplary punish
ment. The re-establishm!Jnt of the Holy Tribunal 
of the Inquisition must soon take place. Its reign 
will be more glorious and fruitful in results than in 
the past. Our Catholic heart overflows with faith 
and enthusiasm; and the immense joy we ex
perience as. we begin to reap the fruit of our pres
ent campaign exceeds all imagination. What a day 
of pleasure will that be for us when we see anti
clericals writhing in the flames of Inquisition!" 

To encourage another crusade, the same paper 
says:-

"We believe it right to publish the names of 
those holy men under whose hands so many sinners 
suffered, that good Catholics ma~ venerate their 
memory:-

BY TORQUE:MADA-
1\fen and women burnt alive ................ 10,220 
Burnt in effigy.. . . . . . . .. . ................. 6,840 
Condemned to other punishments ........... 97,871 

BY DIEGO DEZA-
Men and women burnt alive ................ 2,592 
Burnt in effigy ..................... , . . . . . . 829 
Condemned to other punishments ........... 32,952 

BY CARDINAL JIMINEZ DE CISNEROS-
Men and woman burnt alive ............. , .. 3,564 
Burnt in effigy ............................. 2,232 
Condemned to other punishments .......... .48,059 

BY ADRIAN DE FLORENCIA-
1\fen and women burnt alive ...... , ......... 1,620 
Burnt in effigy. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . 560 
Condemned to other punishments .......... 21,835 

Total number of men and women burnt alive 
under the ministry of 45 holy Inquisitor
Generals.. . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . • .. . . . . . . . . . . 35,534 

Total number burnt in effigy ............... 18,637 
Total number condemned to other punish-

ments .. ,,,, .. , ...... ,,., ... ,., ..•... 293,533 

Total. , , , , ........................ 347,704 

And, who were these "sinn.ersj' who suffered 
such "exemplary punishment"? Those who 
"propagated heretical doctrines," and who tefhsed 
to he governed in their religious opinions by the 
setiular power enforced by the religious "majority.'' 
In other words, those who dared to- think for 
themselves in matters pertaining not to their 
duty toward their f'ellow•men, but toward their 
God. And it is nothing but the facts in the 
case and the published assertions of the " Re
formers" themselves, which constrain us to say that 
this is the very spirit which again exists in em
bryo in all this National Reform movement of to
day. Notice a few of their utterances. In a 
speech delivered before t~e National Reform 
Convention in New York, 1873, the Rev .. Dr. 
Jonathan Edwards, of Illinois, after referring to 
atheists, deists, Jews, Seventh-day Baptists, and 
others whom he cla,-sed under the general head 
of "objectors" to the Reform movement, said:-

'' These are all, for the occasion, and so far as our 
amendment is concerned, one class. . . • They 
must be counted together. . . . They must be 
named from him [the atheist]; they must be treated 
as, for this question, one party." 

And then, to show how very tolerant such 
treatment would be, he says:-

"Tolerate atheism, sir? There is nothing out of 
hell that I would not tolerate as soon!" 

Let but the National Reform regime prevail, 
and any individual who dares to express an opin
ion contrary to the new order of things will 
doubtless be made to realize that the "tender 
mercies" of this much-vaunted "reform" are about 
as inconsistent and cruel as such mercies usually 
are. It is no wonder, then, that we find the 
National Reform party taking so kindly to that 
bigoted body of religionists whose teachings and 
whose principles fed the fierce fires of persecution 
in the past; nor does it require any great stretch 
of the imagination to picture, at Iib distant day 
in the future, the Reform party coming into direct 
affiliation with Rome, and once more inaugurating, 
by the same methods of warfare, just such an era 
of persecution for conscienee' sake. That such, 
results are contemplated is sufficiently proved by 
the following statement of a leading National Re
former, the Rev. Sylvester F. Scovel, as published 
in the Christian Statesman of August 31, 1881. 
He says:-

" We may be sub.iected to some rebuffs in our 
first proffers [to co-operate with Roman Catholics], 
and the time is not yet come when the Roman 
Church will consent to strike hands with other 
churches-as such; but the time has come to make 
repeated advances, and gladly to accept co-opera
tion in any form in which they may be willing to 
exhibit it. It is one of the necessitieB of the situa
tion." 

Following out this same line of policy, we find 
the editor of the Christian Statesman expressing 
himself in the columns of that journal of Decem
ber 11, 1884, in this significant language:-

"Whenever they [Roman Catholics] are willing 
to co-operate in resisting the power of political 
atheism, we will gladly join hands with them." 

Remember that this "political atheism" is simply 
the refusal to indorse their views concerning the 
proposed .religious amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States. No matter how honest 
and devoted a Christian a man may be, no matter 
how loyal to our present form of government, 
unless he falls in with the National Reform 
movement, he is an "atheist,'; and is to be no more 
tolerated than anything else "out of hell.'' Surely 
these National Reformers are_ apt scholars in 
learning the lessons of Popery. And "if they do 

these things in a green tree, what shall be done in 
the dry?" 

Just as surely as the American people allow 
these principles of National Reform to succeed in 
the United States, just so surely will the death
knell of liberty be tolled in this fair land of ours .. 
And may God help the poor persecuted ones ir· 
that day I J. W. ScoLEs. 

Duplicity. 

IN the first monthlY. document of the "Amer"·'. 
ican Sabbath Union,'' issued in December, 1888) 
we find the following in the statement of what.; 
the Union asks of the friends of the Sunday:-

" Let the church look to its laurels, lest in the· 
humane aspect of the Sabbath question it shaU.1 
be outstripped in zeal by the labor organizations.·
W e ask every religious paper to publish our peti-
tion, and every church and preachers' meeting: 
and religious conference or convention to indorse' 
the petition by resolution, and also, as far as pos-· 
sible, by individual signatures, which duplicate' 
its strength. The Catholic Church has indorsed! 
the petition through a letter of its Cardinal, and! 
most of the Protestant churches by resolutions of.' 
their supreme councils, but ~ese indorsements are> 
strengthened by the confirming votes and signa-· 
tures of local churches." 

The word at the head of this article does not': 
apply to the statement that the Catholic Churcht 
has indorsed the petition by means of the Car-· 
dinal's letter. That is not. duplicity, it is only
simple falsehood. But "duplicity" signifies\ 
double-dealing. It comes from the same wordl 
as "duplicate;" and when the American Sunday: 
Union sends up petitions to Congress, in dupli~
cate, professing to have a certain number whem 
some of them are repeated, it is guilty of duplic-
ity. And when it counsels its agents to pursuel 
such a course, its duplicity is inexcusable. " 

But the duplicity of the Union is duplicated;. 
that is, it exhibits double duplicity, for, in order· 
to make up its 14,000,000 petitions, some of theiru 
were repeated as much as four times, to say noth-
ing of the name of Cardinal Gibbons, which was: 
multiplied by 7,200,000. For such wholesale· 
work there is no name, for the records of ballot-
box stuffing afford no parallel. It must standi 
in history as the most stqpendous fraud ever per-· 
petrated; and the Sunday-law workers must~ 
stand self-convicted of using fraud in the attempt~ 
to secure their ends. No good object could ad
mit of such measures being employed. 

MR. M.A. GAuLT reports in the Ohristiaw 
Statesman of January 10, from Oskaloosa, Iowa, 
that he had arrived there at a very opportunff 
time, because Gilmore's great musical combina· 
tion had been announced to give a sacred concert 
in the largest opera hall, on Sunday evening; and 
the' pastors had held several meetings in order to 
frame a protest, because " some of them feared 
the concert would greatly diminish their congre· 
gations.'' That was the trouble in the fourth 
ce.ntury; the church teachers were forced to com· 
plain that in the competition with the circus and 

· the theater, these places would get the larg
est congregations. The church teachers could 
not stand the competition; they wanted a mo· 
nopoly, so they sent up a petition to the emperor, 
asking that the circuses and theaters might be 
shut on Sunday. But those exhibitions did not 
even pretend to be sacred.· The church teachers 
of our day cannot stand the competition even of 
a sacred concert; they want u. monopoly of every~ 
thing onSunday. 



~dvtrfi$Jtmtnf$J. 
ADVERTISING RATES made known on appli

cation. No advertisements of patent medicines, 
novelties, cigars, tobacco, liquors, novels or any
thing of a trivial, intemperate, immoral or Impure 
nature accepted. We reserve the right to reject ANY 
advertisement. 

Th.e circulation of the AMEI\ICAN SENTINEL during 
the past six months has averaged 27,935 copies per 
week. The paper g·oes to every State and Territory 
in the Union, Quebec, Ont~rlo, British Columbia, etc. 

Artistic Dress Reform. 
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hitelligent and thougltttul people of this 
and other countries. Ladies will find the best 
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2'1:.BARliOUR ST., BATTLE CREEK, M10rr. Send them a 
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NEAT, CHEAP, SERVICEABLE. 

They perfectly secure pen or pencil 
in the pocket, so that It cannot tall ou~ 
when stooping. Can be easily and 
safely attached to any part of the 
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prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
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its Marvelous Grandeur·generallyknown to the world. 
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T •HE RURAL HEAL"l'IT 
RETREAT, . 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS, ST. HELENA, 
Napa County, Cal. 

A DELIGHTFUL 

RESORT AND SANITARIUM, 
Offers unrivaled advantal(es to 

TOURISTS AND ALL OLASSES OF' 
INVALIDS, 

BOTH IN SUMMER AND WINl'ER, 

The Retreat is situated on the southwestcm slope 
<Jf Howell Mountain, a locality of enviable reputation 
for health-recuperating qualities, 400 feet above anu 

i overlooking the 

NOTED AND BEAUTIFUL NAPA VALLEY. 

Its natural advantages aro equal to those of any 
ether health resort. Jt is noted for its pure water, 
dry atmosphere, clear and balmy Rnnshine, even tem
perature, mild breezes, and tho absence of hhh winds, 

Patients are under the constant care of sldllful Phy
sicians, whose efforts are supplemented by sl<illful 
trained nurses. . 

• Different forms of baths, electric appliances, and 
; massage are among the many remedial agencies em· 

, pld~~STA£, SPRINGS is two and one-half miles 
· from St. Helena, which is on a branch of the Central 

Pacific Railroad. 
Persons sending notice will be met at the St. He!· . 

, ena depot by a carriage from the RETRKAT. 
Telephonll connection between St. Helena and the 

RETREAT, 

EXPENSES MODERATE ! 
Come and see- for yourself this beautiful Resort. 

Persons desirous of knowing whether their case is 
one of probable cure can ascertain by addressing 

·RURAL HEALTH RETREAT. 
For descriptive pamphlet and further particulars 

address 
RURAL HEALTH RETREAT, 

St. Helena, Napa Co., Cal. 
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120. Turkey Morocco, limp, red. under gold edges, roullld corners ...•.•..... 2 00 
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edges, round corners. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 50 

151. Persian Seal, Turkey grain, divinity circuit, round corners, red under 
gold edges ....................•.......•.................••.• , ••.. , . 2 00 

159. Sealskin, limp, red under gold edges, silk sewed, silk lined •• ., , • , , , , , • , 4 00 

152. Venetian Morocco, limp, gilt edges .................................. l 25 

1.53. Persian Morocco, Turkey grain, limp, red under gold edges, IN A NEAT 
LEATHER CASE •• , • , ••• , • , ••• , ••• • • • • • • • ••••••••• • •• • •••• , ••• , .•• , . , • 2 00 

Any of the-above sent, post-paid, on receipt of price. Order by number and-address. 

PACIFIC .PB..ESB PUBLISHING CO., 
OAKLAND, CAL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

Devoted to the difense of A me1·ican institut,ons, 

the preservation of the United States Oon· 

stitution as it is, so far as regards re

ligion or religious tests, and tlte 

maintenance of OIVIL and 

.RELIGIOUS Rights. 

The SENTINEL will ever be uncompromisingly op· 
posed to anything tending toward a union of Church 
and State, either in name or in fact. Jt is well known 
that there is a large and influential association in the 
United States bearing the name of the "National Re· 
form Association," which is endeavoring to secure 
such a Religious .Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States as will "place all Christian laws, 
institutions, and usages on an undeniable legal basis 
in the fundamental law of the land." While there 
are many persons in this country who are opposed 
to, or look with suspicion upon, this movement, there 
are few, outside of the party, who realize what the 
influence of this amendment would be. The object 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL will be to Vindicate the 
Rights of .American Citizens, which we believe, are 
threatened by this association. It will appeal to tho 
very fundamental principles of our Government, and 
point out the consequences which would be sure to 
follow should they secure the desired Amendment to 
the Constitution. Every posithm taken will be care· 
fully guarded and fortified by sound argument. Due 
respect wiil always be paid to the opinions of others., 
but the rights of conscience will be fel!.rlessly mail!· 
tained. 

TERMS. 

Single copy, one year, for $1.00 
AMERICAN SENTINEL one year and "Prophetic 

Lights," paper cover, 1.50 
Sample copies of the paper FREE. 

If no Agent In your vicinity, write to the 

,AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
1059 Castro St., OAKLAND, CA~, 
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Every Evening, published at Wilmington, Dela· 
ware, says: "If most people were as well in
formed, and had such strong convictions upon 
the danger of any form of religious legislation, as 
the AMERICAN SENTINEL, there would be still 
less danger that such fanatics as Elliott F. Shep
ard and Senator Blair would succeed in gaining 
any serious consideration in their well-meant but 
worse than mischievous schemes for inducing the 
National Government to force men to be relig· 
ions.", 

THE Patriot, published at Concord, New Hamp
shire, Senator Blair's State, is true to its name in 
opposing the Senator's schemes. It says:-

"Congress is being flooded by petitions, circu
lated by cranks of the Blair school, favoring the 
passage of the bill which Senator Blair introduced, 
last spring, to regulate Sunday observance by Na
tional enactment. The Seventh-day Baptists an"' 
Adventists are opposing the measure. They should 
be re-inforced in their opposition by the people 
generally. , The subject does not come within the 
scope of congressional action under the Constitu
tion." 

Such will be the language of all true patriots. 

SENATOR BLAIR doesn't want Government 
employes to be required to work on Sunday, and 
he is a very active worker for the passage of a 
law which will make it a misdemeanor for any
body to work on that day. But he evidently 
knows that where no law is there is no transgres
sion, and so until his bill becomes a law he is free 
to use Sunday for business. This is. shown by 
the fact that he was in his place in the Senate 
during its session March 3, and in a lull in tl1e 
business proceedings presented another petition in 
favor of his Religious Amendment bill. Sunday 
must be observed by everybody, if its advocates 
have to work all day Sunday to accomplish their 
object. 

THE Christian Statesman refers to the AMERI
CAN SENTINEL as "the paper published. in oppo
sition to the Christian idea of civil government." 

In this, as in most things, the Statesman is 
mistaken; the SENTINEL is not published in op
position to the Christian idea of civil govern
ment, but in support of it. The SENTINEL is 
published in opposition to the Papal idea of civil 
government. The Christian idea of civil gov
ernment is announced by Christ, namely, that to 
C::esar are to be rendered only the things that are 
Cmsar's, while to God are to be rendered the 
things only that are God's. This idea is embodied 
in the United States Constitution, ~vhich declares 
that the National Legislature shall have nothing to 
do in the. matter of religion. It demands that 
to Cmsar shall be rendered the things that are 
Cmsar's, and leaves every man free to render to 
God the things that are God's. The words of 
,Jesus Christ and the principles of the American 
Constitution are the platform upon which the 
Al\IERICAN SENTINEL stands. 

THE Field Secretary of the American Sunday 
Union, Mr. W. F. Crafts, is out with a circular 
calling on everybody to sign his petition, which 
he says represe11ts 14,000,000 people. Of course, 
everybody who has read the SENTINEL knows 
that this is not true, but we suppose he will keep 
on saying so, nevertheless. Aside from absolute 
dishonesty, we can account for such reckless state
ments only on the ground that he has become so 
infatuated with the Papal theory of representation 
that he sees nothing incongruous in one man em
bodying in his own personality millions of people. 
If our Congressmen shall recognize that petition 
for what is claimed for it, it will show that Re
publicanism is dead in this country. The name 
will continue just as it continued in Rome after 
Cmsar became Dictator, but it will be only a 
name. 

A SERIES of county conventions has been held 
in Pennsylvania, preparatory to the approaching 
quarter centennial celebration of the National 
Reform Association. In announcing fom· of 
these conventions, the Christian Statesman of 
February 21 said:" "These all are held under 
joint control of the W. C. T. U. and the N. R. 
A." "The addresses will be by ladies and gen
tlemen of both organizations." Among the sub
jects of the addresses, were the following: "The 
National Reform Movement the Work of the 
Holy Spirit," and ''Woman's Work in Enthron
ing Christ in Our Government and Laws." This 
last was by Mrs. Mary C. W eleh, president of 
the Washington W. C. T. U. Another official of 
theW. C. T. U. had a Bible-reading on "Christ 
in Civil Government." These items show two 
things ; namely, that the interests of the National 
Reform Association and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union are identical, and that both 
are working for a union of Church and State. 

Mn. CRAFTS complains that the counter peti
tions, asking Congress not to pass laws interfering 
with religion, are "so worded as to give the false 
impression that we are asking for a law to pro
mote the religious observance of the Sabbath, 
whereas our petition se~ks only protection for 
Sunday rest and worship.'' Well, is there no 
religion in Sunday rest and worship? If Mr. 
Crafts ta!ces that ground, he differs very much 
from Presbyterians of the olden time. But if 
there is nothing of religion in their proposed 
Sunday law, why did Mr. Crafts, in answer to 
the question, " Could not this weekly day of rest 
be secured without reference to religion?" say 
to the Knights of Labor: "A weekly day of rest 
has never been permanently secured in any land, 
except on the basis of religious legislation. Take 
the religion out, and you take the rest out." 
Does Mr. Crafts tell the same stJry to everyone 
he meets? or does he, like "Mr. Orator Puff," 
have two voices? 

Trm editor of the Burlington Hawkeye, which, 
by the way, publishes no Sunday edition, says: 
"It is absurd to claim that the work upon a 
Monday morning paper can be done on Saturday 
and after twelve o'clock Sunday night; for the 
ne,vs cannot be gathered until it happens, and it 
cannot be put in type until it is prepared." This 
is so evident that anybody can see it, and yet the 
clamorers for a Sunday law have no objection to 
the Monday paper, the work of which is mostly 
done Sunday night, while they execrate the Sun
day morning paper, the work upon which is 

mostly dona the day before. Why is this? Sim· 
ply because the Sunday paper is a rival to the 
church service. If it can be suppressed, then no 
doubt some who now stay at home to read it will 
go to church in order to pass away the tl.ille, just 
as the Christians (?) of the fourth century at
tended church when the theaters were closed to 
them. That is all that the Sunday-law advocates 
want. If the many who now stay at home to 
read the Sunday ,newspaper can be driven to 
church, they will not trouble themselves about 
the smaller number who have to work on Sunday 
to get out Monday morning's paper. 

SAYS the Ohristiaf!> Nation:-
"Not a day too soon has been begun the aggress

ive work of Dr. W. F. Crafts and his Sabbath As
sociation for securing a National Sabbath law. 
In New York City the saloon has made the bold 
demand for a law permitting the continuance of 
its businesses on the Sabbath as on other days; 
and so portentous of evil is their move that the 
secular press-itself a sinner in the same direction, 
but not willing to give Sunday completely into the 
devil's hands-has sounded a warning in vigorous 
language." 

Does anybody notice in the above any hint of 
special antipathy to the liquor traffic? No; it is 
only the Sunday that is in danger. Very "por
tentous of evil is this move." In what respect? 
In that the liquor traffic is increasing? Oh, no; 
only in that it spreads its business over a little 
more time, and does some of it on Sunday. Even 
"the secular press" is being made to feel that it 
is wicked to sell liquor-on Sunday. 

THE Lutheran Observer, whose editor is an 
active member of the Executive Committee of the 
American Sunday Union, notes the fact that 
petitions are being presented to the Senate every 
day, asking for the passage of the Sunday-Rest 
bill, and calls for the hearty co-operation of the 
Germanic churches in the movement. It says :-

"Our godly pastors and their people, by help
ing to swell the number and weight of the peti
tions in favor of better Sabbath observance, will 
become a very important factor. When not prac
ticable to secure individual names, whole congre
gations, through vestries or pastors, can forward 
their petition." 

That's the way it is done. If individual sig
natures cannot be obtained, just sign for the 
whole congregation, and in that way you will get 
many more petitioners, for you will be able to 
count in many who would not sign under any 
condition. When people can reconcile such a 
course with honesty, we don't see what is to hin
der their fabricating a congregation, and sendiug 
in a large list of names from some obscure place 
where there is no church. Nobody could detect 
the fraud, since the petitions are usually presented 
as from States and not from certain towns. · 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation 
of the United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as regards religion or religious tests, and 
the maintenance of human rights, 

both ci vii and religion~. 
It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anythingtcnding 

toward a union of Church and State, eithe.., In name or in fact 

Single Copy, PeP YeaJ:O, post-paid, - - - $1.00. 
In clubs often or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, - 5s. 

Address, AMERICAN SENTlijEL, 
1059 Castro St., OAKLAND, CAX.. 



Equal and exact justice to all men, of w~atever state or persuasion, religious or politicai.-Thomas :Jiflerson. 

VOLUME 4. OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 27, 1889. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, llY THE 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

No •. 43 BOND ST., NEW YORK; 
18 POST ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL,; 

12TH & CASTRO STS., OAKLAND, CAL. 

E. J. WAGGONER,} • _ _ _ • • EDITORS. 
ALoNzo T. JoNES, 

SPECIAL CoRRESPONDENTS: 

J. H. WAGGONER, E. W. FARNswoRTH, DAN T. JoNES 

THE object and purpose of all law is to pro
tect the weaker against the stronger, the minority 
against the majority, the peaceable and industri
ous against the aggressive and indolent.-8. F. 
Chronicle. 

THE Genesee Valley Post (Belmont, N. Y.) 
has a correspondent signing himself " Clericus," 
who writes in the following manner, which shows 
that he has a clear perception of the situation:-

,,It seems to be a fact that a movement is on 
foot to legislate on the Sabbath question. Some 
men, se(ling the evil of this, thought it would blind 

. the opposition by saying it was only a 'civil rest
day' we wanted, and not in the interests of any 
day for the Sabbath. This mask, however, is 
thrown off by the prime movers, and it is frankly 
stated that religious worship and Sabbath ob
servance is what they seek to promote by civil 
enactment. If this movement proves successful, 
then it is plain that those in the minor.ity will be 
sufferers, being robbed of one-sixth their time 
which they conscientiously believe God commands 
them to use in secular labor. The injustice of this 
is apparent to every lover of humanity." 

RELIGION produced by force, and a religion 
resorting to force, is simply no religion at all. 
Notwithstanding this, there are some religionists 
who cannot forbear to resort to coercion. They 
covet the strong arm of the State to lean on, and 
to be employed for the purpose of church-extension. 
To accomplish this desire, and to give the whole 
the appearance of order and right, their specific 
creed is made a pa~t of the cominon law of the 
land. Then whoever derides the creed derides 
the law; and whoever derides the law must suffer 
the penalty.-State, Ohu1·ch, and School. 

A GREAT meeting for the discussion of Sunday 
observance and how to secure it, was held in 
Central Music Hall, Chicago, Sunday afternoon, 
March 3. The meeting was presided over by the 
Rev. Dr .. Withrow, of the Third Presbyterian 
Church. Among the speakers were the following 
gentlemen : Professor Scott, of the First Con
gregational Church; the Rev. Dr. Barrows, of 
the First Presbyterian; Rev. Dr. Hansen, of the 
First Baptist; Rev. Dr. Bolton, of the First 
Methodist; Rev. J. Coleman Adams, of the Uni
versalist; :Fa~her Higgins, President of the Jesuit 

College; Rev. N. C. Ranseen, of· the Swedish 
Lutheran, and other leading ministers. The 
meeting was held under the auspices of the Sab
bath Observance Association. One or two rep
resentatives of the Knights of Labor also made 
short speeches, and thus the meeting was slightly 
relieved of its ecclesiastical coloring. Sunday
law meetings usually present the appearance of 
a religious conference. Isn't it strange that very 
few people besides ministers take any interest in 
the workingman? Several extracts · from the 
speeches, with comments, appear in this number of 

· the SENTINEL. 

OuR friends who are making such great efforts 
to secure legislation in behalf of Sunday, say that 
they ask for it only on civil grounds. They dis
claim any thought of wanting "Sabbath laws" in 
the interest of religion. Doubtless all who were 
concerned in the Sunday-law mass-meeting held 
in Chicago, on Sunday, March 3, would make 
the same claim. Yet they one and all declared 
that their movement was not in any sense politi
cal. The Rev. Dr. Lorimer said that he did not 
want to be a party to any political movement. 
So says the Chicago News, which also adds: "The 
Rev. Dr. Withrow, pastor of the Third Pres
byterian Church, and chairman of the meet
ing, said there was no politics in it, and other 
speakers agreed with him." Well, then, what is in 
it? Between their efforts to make people believe 
that they are not in politics, and their still more 
strenuous efforts to make it appear that they are 
not working in behalf of religion, many ministers 
nowadays have a pretty busy time of it. 

Civil Sunday and Civil Lent. 

A FEW weeks ago we received from a friend a 
long communication received by him from a friend 
who is a prominent and active member of the 
Prohibition party in Ohio. The letter was a de
fense of the Prohibition party against the charge 
of desiring religious legislation, but as it would 
fill about four pages of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
we were forced to decline it. One paragraph, 
however, we preserved, and present it herewith:-

"Now here has or does the Prohibition party ask 
that the Sabbath be preserved as a religious insti
tution, but, on the contrary, asks it on purely 
civil grounds, and for purely civil reasons." 

We are not disposed to deny that statement, 
and we are not aware that we have ever said any
thing to the contrary. It is admitted that the 
Prohibition party has asked for legislation in he
half of" the Sabbath," and that is enough. \>V e 
care not on \vhat grounds such legislation is asked 
for; we have no more objection to Sunday legis
lation upon avowedly religious grounds than we 
have for Sunday legislation upon professedly civil 
grounds. Sungay legislation is Sunday legisla-
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tion, no matter what reason is given for it. It 
can have but one effect, whether asked for in the 
interest of religion, of temperance, of the working
man, as a "police regulation," or as a purely "san
itary arrangement," for the cure of corns or some 
other of the numerous ills that flesh is heir to. 

We have no doubt that very many people are 
sincere in their appeal for "civil Sunday laws." 
They believe that religious legislation is a bad 
thing, and, without stopping to reason, they 
imagine that if they can only change the name, 
the evils will all vanish. Sunday is purely an 
institution of the church, and Sunday legislation 
cannot be anything else but religious legislation. 
This becomes specially apparent when its advocates 
talk about preserving "the Sabbath." It makes 
no difference what day of the week men have in 
mind when they speak of the Sabbath, the fact is 
that "the Sabbath" is a religious institution. If 
its observance is en:fi>rced by civil law, that will 
not deprive it of its ecclesiastical character. If 
Sunday observance is enjoined for purely civil 
reasons, then we shall have religious legislation 
for civil reas-ons. Now it is not the reasons 
for the legislation that we object to, but the fact 
of the legislation. 

The people who are active in tlre support of 
Sunday laws "for purely civil reasons," have a 
great deal to say about the kind of men who are 
elected to official positions in the State. They 
say that an immoral, licentious man should not 
be elected to public office. But the friends of 
these immoral men might say, "We do not want 
to put them in office on the basis of their pri
vate moral characters, but solely on intellectual · 
grounds; he may be an immoral man, but we are 
electing him only in his civil and not in his moral 
aspect. Would the National Reformers accept 
any such reasoning? Not by any means. They 
would say that an immoral man would still be an 
immoral man, no matter on what grounds he was 
placed in office. Why is it that they cannot or 
will not see that the name that may be given to 
Sunday legislation does not change its character. 

The State might as well command the observ
ance of Lent as to command the observance of 
Sunday. Both are institutions of the church, and 
both might be enforced from "purely civil 
grounds." Certainly considerations qf health de
mand that six weeks of the year should be spent 
in a mild mortification of the flesh. Thousands 
of people would have no intermission in their 
round of gaiety if it were not for the halt which 
Lent calls; yet there are other thousands who 
pay no attention to Lent, and who keep all sorts 
of amusements going, much to the discomfort of 
those who see them, and yet are deprived by the cus
toms of their church from joining in them. 

But when it comes to the interest of the ·work
ingman, then Lent is a long ways ahead ,of Sun
day. Our· National Reformers who-have the good 
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of the workingman so much at heart, have been J 

neglectful of their opportunities, or they would 
have known that Lent was perpetuated solely in 
the interest of working people. Read the follow
ing from "The Puritans and Queen Elizabeth," 
by Dr. Samuel Hopkins (Gould and Lincoln, 
1860), Vol. 2, pp. 73~75:-

"A remarkable English reason for observing 
fast-days, and particularly the Lent Fast, is 
forced upon our notice by an order of the 
Council to the Archbishop on the thirteenth day 
of December. 

"It was a matter of State policy-and wise, be
ing insular policy-that 'the numbers of cattle 
should be increased, and that the abundance of 
fish which the sea yieldeth should be generally re
ceived. Besides, there should be great consider~V 
tion had for the preservation of a navy and main
tenance of convenient numbers of se~Vfaring men, 
both which would otherwise decay, if some means 
were not found whereby they might be increased.' 
King Edward VI. and his Council were of this 
mind. By proclamation January 16, 1547-48, 
'the king allowed that men should on fast-days 
abstain from food of flesh to subdue the body unto 
the soul and spirit. And also for worldly and 
civil policy, to spare flesh and use fish for the ben
efits of the commonwealth where many be fishers, 
. . • and that the nourishment of the land 
might_ be increased by saving flesh, and especially 
at the spring-time when Lent doth commonly fall, 
and when the most common and plenteous 
breeding of flesh is, . and that divers of 
the king's subjects have good livings and riches 
in uttering and selling such meat as the sea and 
waters do minister unto us.' These reasons were 
so highly appreciated that the Parliament, which 
met in the next November, enacted a law for ob
serving fasting-days, which contains the very re~V 
sons given in this proclamation. 

" But the Puritan aversion to everything which 
savqred of superstition and of slavery to Rome, 
had turned against ceremonial, periodical fastings; 
and thus the fish-days of the church had fallen 
into general disrepute and desuetude. The fisher
men found their occupation on the wane, and 
prayed to the Council for help. 

"The Council, therefore, interfered; and, in 
terms unusually clear, set forth their reasons. 
Addressing a letter to the Archbishop, they wrote: 
'The laws ;tpr the observation of Em bring and 
Fifty Days · are not so duly observed as they 
ought to be, and as is requisite in policy for the 
maintenance of mariners, fishermen, and the navy 

· of the realm. Her Highness hath therefore given 
strait charge unto her own household for tlw ob
servance of those days; and also, to the Lord 
Mayor of the City of London and other of her 
Majesty's officers and loving subjects abroad, to 
the intent . • : the State might take such 
benefit by the laws as was at the time of making 
intenqed. Which, we can assure your Lordship, 
is the only cause why at this time the observation 
of the days is so much urged. . . . We have 
thought good to require your Lordship to give 
order within your province, that the ministers 
and preachers be commanded in their sermons to 
the people to instruct them to conform themselves 
and their families to the said laws; and further 
to declare unto them, that the same is not re
quired for any liking of Popish ceremonies hereto
fore used (which are utterly detested), but only 
to maintain the mariners and navy in this land, 
by setting men a-fishing." 

If our Catholic and Episcopal friends wish to 

enforce the observance of Lent, there is an abun
dance of ground on which they can do so, aside 
from its ecclesiastical character. What does it 
matter if it did originate with the ch~rch? Peo
ple generally eat too much anyway, and it would 
be for the benefit of their health if they would 
fast a little. So let our Sunday-law friends be 
consistent, and while they legislate in behalf of 
the workingman, let them not forget Lent. 

E. J. W. 

Who Is to Be Judge? 

IN his speech before the National Sunday 
Convention, in Washington, in accepting the 
presidency of the American Sunday Union, Col. 
Elliott F. Shepard said:-

"Every man, woman, and child in our country is 
going to be judged by the fourth commandment." 

We do not in the least question the truthful
ness of this statement; we believe it. But a 
question which is of very great importance is, By 
whom are theyto be judged? In the Bible we 
read of "God the judge of all;" and that "he 
hath appointed a day in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead." Acts 17: 31. And we also read that 
"we must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ; that everyone may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.'' 2 Cor. 5:10. But 
these texts do not seem to have any connection 
with a National Sunday law. 

Remember that this remark by Colonel Shep
ard was a part of his speech in favor of a Sun
day law. Now if in his reference to the judgment, 
he meant the general Judgment at the last day, 
there could be no argtiment in it for a Sunday 
law, for the Lord already has a law by which to 
judge the world, and human enactments, even 
though they were perfectly in harmony with it, 
could not add anything to its power. It must be 
that he intends for this Government to judge 
every man, women, .and child on the basis of the 
fourth commandment. If this is not putting 
whoever shall be at the head of the judiciary in 
this Government in the place of God, we do not 
know how the thing could be done. 

Whichever way you look at it, Mr. Shepard's 
speech shows that religious legislation is what 
they are after. If they say that the Government 
is to do the judging of violations of the fourth 
commandment, then they sh~w that they are 
usurping God's place as Judge of all. If the 
United States should proceed to judge a man for 
violating a law of Germany, it would soon find 
itself in trouble ; and can we think that God will 
be any less tolerant of infringements upon his 
prerogatives? Let the United States Govern
ment proceed to enforce the fourth command
ment, and to judge men for violation thereof, and 
it will find· that although the trouble may be 
delayed, it will be terrible when it does come. 

If, however, they disclaim any idea of having 
United States judges passing judgment in place 
of God, and say that God himself is to be the 
Judge, but that this country is merely to pass 
laws so that the people will be prepared for a 
favorable verdict in that great day, then they 
admit that their Sunday legislation is religious 
legislation. By that very act they deny that 
religion is a man's personal relation of faith and 
obe.dience to God. They ma'ke t.he law of the 

land do more than the work of a preacher; they 
make it compel men to prepare for the-judgment 
of God, whether they wish to or not. 

We believe that all men ought to keep all the 
commandments of God ; but we protest against 
the plan of turning the Government into a relig
ious machine, for the manufacture of machine 
Christians. When they pass their Sunday law, 
the United States will be a vast religious ma
chine, but it will make, not Christians,:i}ut only 
the semblance of Christians, and that means 
hypocrites. Before that time the Christianity 
will have disappeared entirely from the religion 
of the land. ,Religion and State may be united, 
but Christianity and State never can be. 

What They Are Doing. 

A DELEGA1.'ION from the committee of one hun
dred of Boston, Mass., appeared before the Senate 
Committee on Education and Labor, February 
22, and pleaded for the passage of the joint reso
lution now pending in the Senate, which proposes 
to amend the Constitution of the United States, so 
as to admit the teaching of the Christian religion 
in the public schools. The plea of the Boston 
delegation was wholly based on their statements 
that the influence of the Catholic Church has be
come such that they are encroaching upon the 
public-school system through the teaching of their 
religious faith. 

The opposition to the proposed amendment 
argued that if such were,the case then legislation 
of the kind contemplated in the resolution would 
only plunge the public-school system and the 
country at large into deeper trouble. The 
speaker maintained that in case the principles of 
the Christian religion were to be taught in all 
schools, it would be necessary to have those prin
ciples established by a council of theologians 
from all denominatians. Of course Catholics 
could not well be denied a representation in such 
a council. And iftheir influence is already dan
gerously strong, their presence in a national coun
cil to decide the question as to what constitutes 
the principles of the ;Christian religion, would 

· certainly influence that council in favor of Catho
lic doctrine. It follows, then, that, instead of the 
teaching of their doctrines being confined to their 
parochial schools, the essence of them would be 
taught in all the schools of the country. The 
schools, in that case, would be tainted with secta
rian teaching, which would be not only opposed to 
the declaration of the resolution itself, but would. 
also be subversive of religious liberty, because 
then those who do not believe the tenets of that 
faith would be taxed to have it taught in the 
public schools, and to their own children. 

At this poiqt Senator Blair, the chairman of 
the committee, objected, saying that it was not 
necessary to have the principles of the Christian 
religion decided by any such council, but that 
the courts would decide whether the points 
taught were proper, just the same as they could 
determine whether grammar or .geography were 
being rightly set before the pupils. But it was 
retorted by the opposition, that, as the statutes of 
the country in no way define what are the prin
ciples of the Christian religion, then the judges 
must decide the matter in accordance with their 
sectarian training. In one case the judge might 
be a Methodist, in another a Baptist, and in still 
another a Presbyterian. Would not schools in 
all such districts become purely sectarian sch0ols? 
Certainly, and by such an amendment as is pro· 



THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 75 

posed there could be nothing else, for all ihose 
who would be called to arbitrate in such cases 
would base their decisions on opinions received 
from sectarian training. 

There is only one source from which to draw 
the principles ofthe Christian religion, that is, the 
Bible. But, unfortunately, these people who 
clamor for the religious amendment, do not want 
to take that geod Book in all its simplicity, as 
their rule of faith. They only want certain por
tions of it, which they may decide upon, and call 
those the principles of Christianity. Speaking 
on. this point, Dr. Schaff says : " A. competent 
committee of clergymen and laymen of all de
nominations could make a judicious selection 
which would satisfY every reasonable demand." 

That is what is wanted. They do not want the 
entire Bible to be better understood, but they 
want certain portions of it collated and taught, to 
the exclusion of all other parts. Thus much of 
the good old Book would be suppressed; what for? 
Simply, because it would be objectionable in a 
State religion. If such a condition of things is 
brought about, how much closer could this Na- · 
tion follow the Roman hierarchy? . Woe to the . 
people of this Nation when such a time comes, for 
then will their ·peace and happiness have been 
destroyed, and confusion and strife will reign in 
their stead. 

It would be far better to leave . such work as 
the teaching of religion to the church and home. 
These have heavenly credentials for such a busi
ness, but the State has none. She would better 
not intermeddle in the affairs that belong alone 
to the church and the family. If these are left 
to do their legitimate work, and the State is aatis-
1ied to attend to purely civil matters, there would 
be no difficulty about the differences of religious 
opinion. It is only when one party becomes in
tolerant, and wisliCs to dominate over others, that 
it appeals to the State for power to make its big
otry felt on all who dare to differ with its relig
ious views. It is but the old mantle of the Papacy 
fallen upon the shoulders of American religion
ists who would grasp the reins of power to enforce 
their religious views upon all others, at the expense 
of thepeace and happiness of the Nation. Let . 
sucl1 read and profit by the words of Pope :-

\"Let not this weak, unknowing hand 
Presume 'fhy bolts to throw, 

And .deal damnation round the land, 
On each I judge Thy foe." 

J. 0. CORLISS. 

Washington, D. 0., Feb. 25, 1889. 

"A Unique Device." 

A•r a Sunday-law meeting held in Oakland 
two years ago, some resolutions were presented, 
and in order to be able to record a unanimous 
vote in favor of them, the. chairman did not call 
for the negative. If he had done so, he could 
not have stated that there was no opposition; for 
there were a good many in the audience who 
would have voted against them. But Dr. With
row adopted a plan at the Chicago meeting which 
leaves the Oakland method entirely in the shade. 
Says the Chicago Times:-

,,At, the close of Father Higgins's remarks, Dr. 
Withrow adopted a unique device to obtain an 
e>;pression upon the resolutions previously read. 
He asked that all in favor of them signify their 
apprqval by leaving the hall in a decorous man
ner."· 

That was certainly "a unique device," an4 no 
doubt the Doctor thought it very clever. From 

the standpoint of Sunday-law morality it was 
doubtless all right; but, from the standpoint of 
strict morality, it was certainly dishonest. There 
were, no doubt, scores, and perhaps hundreds, of 
people in that congregation who were opposed to 
the resolutions, one of which called upon the Leg
islature to amend existing Sunday laws so th:'tt 
they would be more strict. Yet because those 
persons were respectable people, and conducted 
themselves in an orderly manner, they must be 
counted as favoring what they in heart oppose, 
and they are deprived of power to protest. The 
trick, for it was nothing else, was an effort to 
make it appear that all opposition to Sunday 
laws comes from the hoodlum elelllent. A. move
ment that will lead ministers of the gospel to 
adopt such obviously unfair methods in its sup
port, must be inherently wrong, and should re
ceive the hearty opposition of all honest men. 
Truth is never advanced by fraud; and the fact 
that the Sunday-law movement flourishes by just 
such methods, is evidence of its iniquitous char
acter. 

Shall We Have a National Religion? 

UNDER this heading a lawyer gives, in the 
Decatur (Texas) Post of February 1, 1889, the 
following brief but just analysis of the object of 
the Blair bills:-

No doubt the great majority of the people 
of this part of the country would be utterly op
posed to anything like a union of Church and 
State, or the establishment of a national religion, 
yet some may never duly. consider the fact that 
there are measures now pending in Congress 
which are believed by many to have direct tend
ency in that way. Reference is here made to 
the Blair Sunday bill and Constitutional Amend
ment, introduced into the United States Senate 
last spring by Senator Blair, of New Hampshire. 
The object of the bill is to compel everybody over 
which it would have jurisdiction to absolutely 
refrain from any labor or business whatsoever 
(works of necessity and mercy excepted) on Sun
day, regardless of religious conviction or com
mercial conveniences, and makes the violator sub
ject to a fine of $10 to $1,000, and provides that 
it "may be recovered by whoever shall1irst sue 
for the same." "Whoever" is a universal term, 
and leaves the man who is supposed to have vio
lated the law at the mercy of any and everybody 
in the wide world that desires to enter suit against 
him; although the work done may not have been · 
of a nature to disturb anyone, yet he must suffer 
if the plaintiff insists that it was. · 

It will not answer to say that the accused is 
given immunity from the penalty of the law pro
vided he does not disturb others; for it is left to 
the other man to say whether he is disturbed or 
not. A.nd it opens up the way for an enemy, or 
any other man who desires to take advantage of 
the law, to cause a great deal of suffering to an 
innocent victim by charging that he was "dis
turbed." He can thus easily give vent to his feel
ings of animosity and revenge, because the man 
is technically, though not really, guilty, and has 
no protection. 

The whole thing is unjust, and makes the 
liability to punishment many times rest upon a 
slender thread-the whim, caprice, or prejudice 
of any and everybody, with the additional in
centive of ~·ecoveri:hg the amount of the nne, if 
he will sue him. It also gives room for the worst 
of forms _of oppression and despotism-religious 

prosecution. In addition to the Jews there are 
the Seventh-day Baptists and Seventh-day Ad
ventists, two Christian denominations who con
scientiously observe the seventh day of the week, 
or Saturday, for the Sabbath, and believe it is 
their God-given right to go quietly about their 
work on the 1irst day of the week. Now if the 
~rst-day man, through prejudice or any other 
motive, desires to use the power placed in his 
hands by such a law (and the history of humanity 
in the past shows that it is difficult for a weak 
man to resist the temptation to use it), what a 
splendid opportunity is afforded him for perse
cuting his neighbor. And the writer is acquainted 
with a case in the State of Arkansas, where, under 
the operations of a similar law (but which is now 
repealed, because of its unjustness, be it said to 
the State's honor), a good, quiet citizen was ar
rested, imprisoned, and fined for getting a mess 
of potatoes out of his garden Sunday morning for 
his dinner table; and many others suffered simi
larly. And it was all owing to religious preju
dice. This is religious legislation, and nothing 
else can be made of it. A.nd whenever the Gov
ernment establishes such a precedent, it lays the 
foundation for untold evil. 

The pr~;>posed amendment is in perfect keeping 
with this bill; in fact, it was necessitated by the 
introduction of the bill. This is evident upon a 
little investigation of the matter. As the Con
stitution now stands it forbids religious· legisla,. 
tion. "Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof." But as this bill is "respecting 
an establishment of religion," the amendment is 
called for to make it constitutional. The amend
ment provides that the teaching of "the principles 
of the Christian religion" shall be made compul
sory in all tile free schools of the Union. That 
"each State shall establish and maintain such a 
system of free public schools." This is appar
ently unobjectionable at first thought, as few 
people object to Christianity in the common ac
ception of the term, if left free to exercise as 
each one sees best. But if the Government thus 

· pledges itself to enforce its teaching in the schools, 
it will require something definite. It would re
quire, therefore, a congress of the churches to. 
declare what is Christianity. And whenever 
the majority of the churches render a decision 
in the matter, and the Government has pledged 
itself to require its compulsory- teaching, that is 
the Government virtually establishing a national 
religion. 

A. State religion is a religion that has the 
1inancial support of the State or Government for 
its maintenance and propagation, whether that 
be done through the schools so supported, or the 
church. And if that is not establishing a na
tional religion, then it would be difficult to con
ceive of a national religion. A.nd how would 
this affect those, either the children or their 
parents, who did not happen to believe the creed 
formulated by the church congress? What then 
would become of the individual right and liberty 
to think and believe as one chooses in matters 
of religion? Must they submit, because they are 
in the minority, to receiving a religion they can
not believe ? This would be religious oppression, 
and this is just what may be expected if this 
amendment is passed. 

This measure lws received more encourage
ment than many of us would have imagined. It 
has already passed two readings in the United 
States _Senate without a dissenting voice, and it 
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friends claim to have over 14,000,000 petitioners 
praying Congress to pass it. The prime movers 
in the scheme are the 'self-styled National Reform 
Association, which has now roped into its services 
the Third Party Prohibitionists, some of the Labor 
Unions of the North, and the heretofore noble 
W. C. T. U. They have scoured the towns and 
cities of the North for signatures to their peti
tions, and are now to turn their attention to the 
South. Let the people arouse, and consider well 
what is before them. 

The Public School Question. 

UNDER the ahove heading, in .America of De
cember 13, 1888, Pro£ Charles Kendall Adams, 
President of Cornell University, discusses the 
recent agitation in Boston, and, indeed, in the 
whole country, consequent upon the exclusion of 
Swinton's "Outlines of the World's History" 
from the public schools because of its teaching 
concerning the Reformation. While the article 
contains a few statements concerning the Refor
mation which we cannot accept, we can heartily 
agree with all that is said in the following on 
the matter of religious freedom. Coming from 
the source it does, it should command careful at
tention:-

" It is undoubtedly going too far to say that this 
country was founded on the idea of'political and 
religious freedom. The Puritans were not tolerant 
ofwhat·they regarded as heresy. To use Frank
lin's figure, we may say that they were strenuous 
believers in their own 'doxy,' and that they were 
equally . strenuous disbelievers in the 'doxy' of 
anybody else. No one of them had the courage 
and wit to say, with Sydney Smith, that he should 
never be perfectly happy till he had dined off a 
roasted Quaker; but that seems to have been about 
the way very many of them felt. Nor was this 
feeling confined to New England. el'here was a 
kindred intolerance in the South. The settlers of 
this country were undoubtedly advancing toward 
religious freedom; but they had yet a long road 
to travel before they could reach the goal. But, 
nevertheless, there was but one ending to the road 
on which they had entered. 

"As the country came io be filled up with dif
fering peoples and sects, there was absolutely no 
other way than either to live in interminable dis
cord, or to agree to live in absolute toleration and 
peace. Our forefathers wisely chose the latter 
alternative. And so, when the State Co!lstitutions 

. and the National Constitution came to be adopted; 
the only logical course was to exclude entirely 
from the domain of political and governmental 
con~ideration all questions of religious profegsion 
and belief. In the Constitution of the United 
States, and in the Constitutions of the individual 
States, laws discriminating against any particular 
form of belief or disbelief are, as a rule, prohibited. 
In general, it may be said that ever since the 
formation of the Government, persons of any form 
of religious belief, and persons of any form of dis
belief, have been equally eligible to any of the 
political offices in the gift of the Government or 
the people. 'l'his is tantamount to a constitutional 
declaration, or at least admission, that no one form 
of belief or disbelief is. essential to the successful 
performance of the duties of ,any political office. 
If not essential to an officer, still less would any 
particular form of belief seem to be necessary to a 
private citizen. 

''This line of reasoning brings us to the obvious 
necessity of erecting a barrier against any oblig
atory religious-instruction whatever. Indeed, such· 
instruction can logically be required only in a State 
w~ich, officially recognizes some part~cular form 
of religious belief. Om; constitutional limitations 
on this subject, therefore, are but the natural 
expression of positive necessity. 

"We are brought still more obviously to 'the 
same conclusion in another way. Even if we were 

to admit the necessity of teaching some form of 
religious truth in our schools, the question would 
at once confront us as to what form we should 
teach. And the moment the question is raised we 
are brought face to face with the fact that in our 
body politic there is no one set of men au11horized 
to answer it. Shall a majority answer it? But 
11here is no way in which a majority can possibly 
perform so complicated an act as to exercise dis
criminating judgment upon the countless details 
of a great body of religious dractrine. 

"But even if it were claimed that such a judg
ment could be exercised by chosen representatives, 
there would still be the embarrassing fact that 
there are a hundred forms of belief; in other words, 
that there would be a hundred tickets in the field 
at the same election, and on the same question. 
Either the question would have to be stripped of 
all those details which constitute the characteristics 
of the different religious denominations, and thus 
be reduced to a question of simple morality, or it 
would be absolutely necessary that a hundred ques
tions should be submitted at once, and, conse
quently, that the right to decide between them 
should be conferred on a mere plurality. But a 
plurality is often a minority. If a mere plurality 
were given the privilege of deciding such a ques
tion, the inevit,able result would ensue that, occa
sionally, at least, a minority would have the priv
ilege of enforcing obnoxious doctrines upon the 
majority. Would such a result be tolerated? In 
a community where a plurality, let us say, are 
Unitarians, would Trinitarians consent to have 
their children taught doctrines that are sharply 
opposed to the Trinity? Would Protestants sub
mit to have their children taught the doctrines of 
Catholics merely because Catholics happened in 
a given district or city to be more numerous than 
any other religious body? The answer is too ob
vious to require hesitation. 

"But even if we were to allow the matter to be 
determined by a clear majority, we should not be 
released from logical difficulties. However it may 
have been during the colonial period, it is cer
tainly true that ever since we became a united 
Government under the Constitution we have per
sistently and systematically denied to a majority 
the right to impose any particular form of religious 
belief npon a minority. To demand that this fun
damental principle, which has, in fact, become a 
part of the bone and fiber of our people, should be 
set aside, is simply to ask our civilization to face 
about and march in the opposite direction; for if 
there is anything which the civilization of the last 
300 years 'has been saying in louder tones than 
anything else, it is that a majority has no right 
to enforce its religious beliefs on a minority. This 
carries with it also the postulate that no one man 
has a right to enforce his beliefs-on any one of his 
fellow-men. Just as truly it follows that no one 
man, or body of men, has a right to enforce certain 
"beliefs upon the children of other men. And unless 
we hold that when we elect a School Board we 
give them religious as well as educational super
vision over our children, it follows that neither 
School Board nor teacher has any right to impose, 
as an obligation, any particular form of religious 
belief upon 'any pupil." 

An Inconsistency. 

No one will deny that the denominations of 
our land ·are seeking for closer unity with each 
other. We may take the Methodist, Presbyte
rian, Congregationalist, Lutheran, Baptist, and 
Protestant Episcopal Churches as the great 
representative bodies of Protestantism. These 
churches all claim to be Christian churches. 
Each one recognizes all the others as branches of 
the Christian church. Many leading men in 
these denominations recognize the J;{,oman and 
Greek Catholic Churches also as branches of the 
Christian church. They say that the Christian 
church is made up, not of one of these sects, buc 

of all, with some minor ones included; and their 
union is devoutly to be hoped for and labored for. 
Many, in fact, contend that they are already 
united in essentials; that they are all only divis
ions of one great army. Their aggregate work 
and progress is counted as the work of the Chris
tian church. None who are informed will deny 
any of the foregoing statements. 

These bodies are also endeavoring to place 
certain laws called Christian in the statute law 
of our Government. They are charged with at
tempting to unite Church and State. But what 
do they reply? ""\Ve are utterly opposed to a 
union of Church and State ; we are in favor of 
Uberty of conscience." But why the desire for 
these laws? And if passed, will they not be in 
effect a union of Church and State? "No; not 
by any means. These laws are not in favor of 

· any sect or denomination ; the majority agree 
with them. All denominations of note are united 
in these measures." · 

Mark the inconsistency. When the churches 
wish to get nearer together, they are all parts of 
the one Christian church. But when this com
bination has its religious notions common to the 
majority crystallized into law, it ceases to be the 
one Christian church, because to admit this would 
be to admit the union of Church and State. 
They are one church religiously considered, but 
not politically considered. But logic and truth 
demand that if they together compose a church 
now, they together will compose a church when 
their tenets are made a part of statute law. And 
legislation on what all these branches of this one 
church hold in common will be nothing else than 
a union of Church and State; and that means 
persecution to those who may dissent f1·om this 
so-called creed of the so-called Christian church. 

M.c.w. 

American Protestantism. 

A PROTESTANT in fact is one who would 
make all forms of religious faith equal in the 
eyes of the law. That form of Protestant which 
recognizes the right of free thought and free 
speech, for all men, provided they speak and act 
as he does, is the European type. That which 
recognizes the right of free thought and free 
speech, in those who think and speak differently 
from what we do, is the American type. This is 
quite plainly implied in the words of the Declara
tion of Independence. All men are created free 
and equal. In the Constitution we have ·the 
plainest recognition of the new development of 
Protestantism, in the words, "Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of re
ligion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 

The fact so often referred to by the oppo
nents of secular government, that a class of di
vines have, ever since the adoption of the Consti
tution, been-giving expression to dissatisfaction, is 
an exemplification of their lack of capacity, to 
grasp the American idea of civil government, 
rather than a proof of any error in the system. 
The same sagacity that perceived that men could 
govern themselves in civil affairs without a king, 
was not slow to discern that the interests of relig
ion were served by having it depend on its own 
intrinsic merits, without being recognizedf,by the 
State. 

The e:x;perience of the framers of the Constitu· 
tion could only serve to demonstrate the folly of 
intrusting the best of men with civil power to 
execute the will of God. The Salem witchcraft 
affa:ir, the proscription of the Baptists, and the 
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flogging and hatiging of the Quakers, served to 
engraft in their minds the scion of American 
P:rotestantism. · We believe that a candid in
vestigation of· the ·Cause that led to these acts 
will incline every unprejudiced individual to de
cide as they did, that it is unsafe to trust fa11ible 
men with civil power to enforce any religious 
observances. Were the men who made their 
memory odious by participating in these persecu
tions, men of corrupt minds? Did they belong 
to a venal age? Were they mere hypocrites? 
Would not their religious faith, if judged by the 
Bible standard, compare favorably with any of 
the sects of these days? We believe no charge 
of this kind could be sustained. Does not the 
whole secret lie in the fact that the idea of a 
union of Church and State had not been eradi
cated from their minds?_:.._" A. M.," in Kansas 
Worker. 

Those Petitions Again. 

THE Rev. A. J. Neison, secretary of the San 
Francisco District of the American Sabbath 
Union, feels considerably stirred up because a pe
tition against the Sunday-Rest bill has been in
troduced into Congress, signed by 31,575 Califor
nians. He says that it "may be true" that there 
are 30,000 people in California who would sign 
such a petition, but comforts himself with the 
belief that there are 100,000 who would sign a 
petition in favor of the bill. Well, it not only 
"may be true," hut it is true, that a good· many 
more than 30,000 adults in California have pro
tested against the bill; and there are thousands 
more who will sign it. We don't know how big 
a list can be rolled up in favor of the bill; but if 
its friends on this coast proceed according to the 
rules of the American Sunday Union, and get the 
autographs of a few prominent men, they will 
doubtless go before Congress with something like 
a million petitionors from California, as there are 
about that many people,-men, women, children, 
and babies,-in this State. 

He says that the canvassers for signatures to 
th~se petitions "set forth that the Blair bill was 
a Roman Catholic movement in the interest of 
the union of Church and State. Most of these 
signatures were procured by this false statement. 
No doubt the saloonists all signed it." There 
seems to be some strange fatality about this Sun
day business, that soon deprives those who work 

·for it of the power to correctly represent a matter. 
How does Mr. Nelson know how "most of these 
signatures" were obtained? VV as he around with 
the canvassers? No; he knows nothing what
ever about it. His statement is a sample of the 
reckless assertions that are made by the Sunday
law workers, to cast contempt on an opposition 
which they cannot meet by argument. 

As a matter of fact, we .Know that the canvass
ers for the anti-Sunaay petition did :O:ot "set forth 
that the Blair bill was a Roman Catholic move
ment." On the contrary, the AMERICAN SENTI
NEL has repeatedly pointed out that the Roman 
Catholics have had little or nothing to do with it, 
notwithstanding Cardinal Gibbons's letter, by 
which Mr. Craft.s and his fellow-craft.smen have 
sought to make the country believe that all the 
Catholics signed their petition. Mr. Nelson has 
not been in the business long enough to learn the 
ropes. He does not know that it is the policy of 
hisichief to make the people believe that all the 
Roman Catholics, and everybody else, are in favor 
of the Sunday bill. Mr. Crafts will not thank 
him for disclaiming the Catholics as his fellow-

workers in the movement. It is the Sunday folks 
themselves who have set forth that the Blair bill 
met the hearty approbation of 7,200,000 Catho
lics in this country, including the little children, 
all of whom they set forth as being twenty-one 
years of age or more. It is not probable that a 
single Roman Catholic has signed the petition in 
favor of the bill, although a few may have done 
so; but we know that scores of Catholics, priests 
as well as lay members, have signed the protest 
to the bilL Would they have signed the protest 
if the canvassers had been setting forth that the 
bill is a Roman Catholic measure? 

To say that the signatures were obtained by 
false pretense is to charge the judges, lawyer~, 
doctors, teachers, and other professional men who 
signed the remonstrance, with being easily duped. 
Such a charge will not hold, any more than will 
the implied charg~ that most of the signers were 
saloon keepers. We have before mentioned that 
in one California town of about 7,000 inhabitants, 
over 1,300 signatures were obtained. We" don't 
believe that any Californian will admit that there 
is any small town in the State that contained that 
number of saloon keepers or adult ignoramuses. 

When Theodore Tilton was editor of the New 
York Independent, he remarked concerning a 
snarling contemporary that its bad blood was ow
ing to its poor circulation. We opine that it is 
something like that with our Sunday-law friends. 
If they could point to one-fourth of 230,000 act
ual individual signatures already obtained, they 
would not feel so bad. If they could only purge 
themselves of the dishonesty of the act of going 
before Congress claiming to have 14,174,744 pe
titioners on the strength of only 407 actual signa
tures, and could make it appear to be a legitimate 
transaction, they would regard 230,000 opposers 
as the merest trifle. 

A moment's calculation will show anyone that 
if for each signature that we have obtained, we 
should claim as many petitioners as they do, we 
should have the handsome number of 98,7 49,680 
petitioners in the United States, against the Blair 
bill, or one and one-half times as many people as 
.there are in the United States! This would give 
a surplus to use in case of an emergency. \Vhen 
the Sunday Union people, with their krwwledge 
of multiplication, consider the possibilities in 230,-
000 signatures, no wonder they are troubled. 
But they need not fear that we shall follow their 
example. 

A Despotic Law. 

EDITOR AMERICAN SENTINEL-Dear Sir: The 
Mercury (Manhattan, Kan.), Vol. 5, No. 244, in 
an editorial, speaks as follows: " In the last 
quarter of' the nineteenth century in this alleged 
free country, the governor of Vermont has ap
proved the law in regard to the enforcement of 
prohibition )n that State, which reads as follows: > 
'It shall be> the duty of any sheriff or his deputy 
or any constable to search without warrant any 
wagon, carriage, cart, sleigh, sled, . . . trunk, 
box, hand-bag, satchel, bundle, or clothing conveyed 
or worn along any road or street in the State for 
intoxicating liquor, if he thinks there is a chance 
of finding any by so doing.' It is also stipulated 
that the officer is entitled to one-fourth of the fine 
imposed. Under this law an officer can walk up 
to a man, seize his hand-bag, if he has one, or go 
through his pockets· by simply giving as a reason 
that he wants to ascertain if he has any liquor 
about him. He can also subject a woman to the 
same process. You :inay search the Russian 

statutes for edicts, but you will find nothing 
where the personal liberty of the citizen is so re
stricted, or where the despotic spirit of tyranny 
is more completely shown." · · 

We can only expect in the near future, after 
the passage of the Blair bill or anything similar 
to it, just as unjust laws in regard to religious 
matters. People's dwellings and places of busi
ness will be ordered searched or watched to as
certain if any labor or play of' any sort whatever 
is done or participated in. Don't understand me 
to say that some religious legislation is right. 
Not so! far from it, for such legislation destroys 
religious freedom, and only begets tyranny a1\d 
despotism. S. H. CARNAHAN. 

A Religious Monopoly. 

AT the present time, a powerful effort is mak
ing in this country to again place a religious re
striction upon citizenship. The National Reform 
Association, supported by the Prohibition party 
in many States, theW. C. T. U., and the most 
influential religious denominations, propose to 
secure such an amendment to the United States 
Constitution as will "place all Christian laws, in
stitutions, and usages of our Government on an 
undeniable legal basis in the fundamental law of 
the land.'' Their motto is, "Christ the King of 
Nations, and tho Bible the supreme law." They 
do not expect Christ is coming to rule personally 
as he ruled the Israelites, but they intend to rule 
in his stead, thus putting themselves in the place 
of God. One of their cllief organs, the Chris
tian Nation, in its issue of February 24, 1886, con
tained the following:-

"Respect for the Bible means respect for the 
church, for the preaching of the gospel, and for all 
the means of grace." 

Now this is but a statement of the simple fact; 
and if this be true, then it follows that if the 
Bible is ever made the supreme law in this coun
try, then will everybody be forced to show "re
spect for the church, for the preaching of the 
gospel, and for all the means of grace." It would 
not be showing respect for the gospel not to listen 
to it, therefore people must be compelled to attend 
church, and be baptized to show "respect for the 
preaching of the gospel and for all the means of 
grace.'' The Christian Nation continues :--:-

"Of course, a Government organized on a basis 
embracing Christianity, could n.ot, with propriety, 
intrust those with office who are hostile· to its 
characteristic faith. And none of this class have 
any right to claim that they .shall be equally eligi
ble to office with those who are bona fide citizens." 

Rev. W. J. Coleman, one of the principal 
National Reform exponents, in the Chridian 
Statesman of November 1, 1883, said: "To be 
perfectly plain, I believe that the existence of' a 
Christian Constitution would , disfranchise every 
logically consistent infidel." That is to say, that 
the infidel who tells the truth about himself will 
be disfranchised, while the hypocrite, who pre
tends to be a Christian, but is not, can be a good 
citizen. When the leaders in a political monop
oly are religious people, members of the church, 
then, judging from all history, as well as from 
the inevitable logic of the case, we may look out 
for a religious monopoly. This is the worst of all 
monopoUes. ..While other monopolies take away 
man's civil rights, a religious .monopoly takes 
away the right of conscience, and destroys free 
moral agency. God holds every person responsi
ble for the exercise of' his choice, as a free moral 
agent. But how can a man choose according to 
the light of his own reason and conscience, when 
the civil government has chosen for him and 



78 THE AME!XICAN SENTINEL. 

compelled him to accept its choice? Again, how 
can God give a person credit for making a good 
choice, when the fact is he was compelled to do it? 
A few months ago, some greedy monopolists got 
a " corner " on wheat, by means of which they 
took away the civil rights and the property of a 
good many citizens. We regard this as a great 
wrong; but what shall we say when EJhristians 
begin to combine and petition to, Legislatures for 
a "corner " Olf religion? Yet this is exactly 
what they are doing. Within a few weeks nearly 
seven millions of people have placed their names 
on a petition asking Congress to pass a stringent 
~ational Sunday law, thus compelling every man 
to observe a religious institution whether he has 
any religion in his heart or not, and compelling 
him to accept that particular kind of religion 
which the National Legislature prescribes, without 
consulting his own reason or conscience in the 
matter. 

[It is probable that the writer had not had an 
opportunity to learn the facts about that petition 
when he wrote this. Seven millions of people 
have not placed their names to a petition asking 
Congress to pass a Sunday law, and no such 
number of individual signatures will• ever be 
secured to any such petition. The number of 
actual signers to the Sunday-law petition number 
even now only a few thousands at most. The vast 
number which was reported was secured by what 
they call "representative indorsement," and that 
kind of representation is simply-misrepresentation. 
-ED. SENTI,NEL.] 

The Presbyterian Sunday-school Quarterly, 
in lesson for November 25, says, "We are free 
to accept or reject God's service." This is true 
now, but will not be if Senator Blair's Sunday 
bill is passed. The same lesson says also that 
''the power of choice is given each of us, and we 
alone are responsible for its use." 

When church members petition to Congress 
for a Sunday law, or any other law to compel 
people to show respect for religion, it is a pitiable 
acknowledgment that they have a kind of relig
ion which cannot stand competition; or else that 
they have wandered so far from God that they no 
longer have his power to aid them in their work, 
and so they are obliged to petition for civil power 
to take the place of that they have lost. They 
are "having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof," and they want to compel others 
to do the same.-A. Delos Wescott, in Weekly 
Patrol. 

Un-Christian Methods of Professed 
Christians. 

TnE Rev. Dr. Withrow, who is the leading 
spirit in the Chicago movement to secure Sunday 
observance by law, was interviewed by a Tribune 
reporter the day before the great meeting in Mu
sic Hall, when he said: "I do not believe that 
the foreigners-so-call~d-are opposed to a 
Christian observance of the Sabbath." In that 
one sentence he showed the animus of the whole 
thing-it is the "Christian observance of the 
Sabbath" that they want, and the interests of the 
church are the great ends kept in view. 

He says that he does not believe that foreign
ers are opposed to a Christian observance of the 
Sabbath. Neither do we. In fact, we don't 
know of anybody who is opposed to a Christian 

. observance of the Sabbath. We are not, by any 
means. But we are decidedly opposed to have 
unchristian pbservance of the Sabbath, such as 
would be_aecured by a civil Sunday law. A 

" Christian observance of the Sabbath"" would be, 
waiving all discussion as to which day is the Sab
bath, the observance of the Sabbath by Chris
tians, on purely Christian grounds, namely, the 
commandment of the Lord. Nobody is opposed 
to this. Christians may keep Sabbath as strictly 
as they please, and they may take whichever day 
they please 3S the Sabbath, and nobody will ob
ject. Nobody could hinder them from so doing, 
even if they did object. 

But when professed Christians attempt to have 
the State compel all men to observe the Sabbath, no 
matter what religion they profess, or whether 
they profess at all, then whatever Christian
ity there may be in the observance of the 
day vanishes. There is no Christianity in en
forced compliance with any religious custom, no 
matter how proper that custom may be. We 
remember reading the remark of an inhabitant 
of Rhode Island, who, in Puritan days, chanced 
to stray over the line into Connecticut, and saw 
a man being whipped for non-attendance at 
church. It was a new , experience to the man 
who was acquainted only with the true Christian 
theory . of civil government as set forth by Roger 

-Williams, and, settling himself in his saddle, so 
as to be able to save himself by instant flight, 
he said to the persecutors: "You serve the Lord 
as though the devil was in you." 

We have often thought of the aptness of 
that remark, and we caimot help thinking of 
it when men talk about enforcing the Chris
tian observance of the Sabbath, and of treating 
as traitors all who do not subscribe to their creed 
in that respect. 

A Good Protest. 

b is most encouraging to see how the people 
generally are becoming aroused over the subject 
of religious legislation. It shows that the spirit 
of the Reformation is not wholly dead yet. There 
are many who utter manly protests to the spirit 
which would turn this Government into an ad
junct of the Pope of Rome. This matter has be
come one of the leading questions of the day, as 
is shown by the prominence given it by the sec
ular press, both editorially and by communica
tions. The following is the latter half of an 
article in the Fresno (Cal.) Expositor of January 
17, upon the subject of" The Blair Bills:"-

" Another ground of protest we have to present is 
that both these bills are unchristian. That is, 
they are contrary to the teachings of Christ, in 
whose name and for whose glory they are presented. 
Jesus never authorized his church to legislate in 
his name. He never left any credentials behind 
empowering his followers in any churchly capacity 
to force his institutions and his doctrines upon the 
people. We have the commission to his ministers 
given quite plainly in Matt. 28:19, 20, and else
where. They were to teach the nations and bap
tize. But no one was to be baptized unless he be
lieved, and no one to believe and be baptized 
unless he saw fit, and no one was to be taught un
less he chose; but the Blair scheme proposes to 
teach people whether they choose or not; they want 
the power of Government behind them so they can 
corral the people and teach them whether they 
will or will not. This is the gospel with a venge
ance, indeed. Whether or not they propose to 
baptize those whom they teach, and make them 
join the church, the bill does not inform us. Cer
tain it is, however, if they have the right to do the 
one they have the right to do the rest. "Whoso
ever will," says Jesus. Rev. 22:17. This is the di
vine key-note. The apostles caught the spirit of 
their Master and said, "Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord we-persuade men." 2 Cor.5:11. 

Yes, persuade men. And again, "The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strongholds." 2 Cor. 
10:4. 

"Senator Blair's weapon is coercion (tolerably 
carnal), and is mighty, through the legal arm, to 
the pulling down of civil and religious liberty. 

"We take the stand that Congress has no right to 
pass a Sunday law. This is legislating in favor of 
establishing religion and religiou5 institutions. This 
Congress has no right to do. We do not believe in 
the divine right of kings and Congresses. Those who 
are so forward to help the Lord in his own business, 
would better attend to their own affairs and take a 
course of lessons in common modesty. Civil gov
ernment has no more right to pass laws in the in
terest of Sunday than it has to pass laws in the in-

. terest of baptism or psalm singing. Congress has 
the same right to decree that everybody shall k:eep 
S11nday, or Saturday, or M'()nday, or any other day, 
as it has to decree that everybody shall be baptized 
and make a public profession of religion [and no 
more]. To civil government we say, Hands off re
ligion. Look to the happiness, material prosperity, 
and moral and social rights of the citizen, and you 
will fulfill the ends of your existence. As to relig
ion, the United States Senate long ago said: 'Our 
Constitution recognizes no other power but persua- . 
sion for enforcing religious observances.' . 

"Roger Williams, banished for his Baptist princi
ples, said: 'The public or the magistrates may de
cide what is due from men to men, but when they 
attempt to prescribe a man's duty to God they are 
out of place, and there can be no safety.' All of 
this we respectfully commend to Senator Blair 
and his friends. Would that our words could be 
transformed into trumpet tones, that the people of 
this Nation might be aroused to the danger germi
nant in these bills. This hateful, meddling spirit 
bears with it the same old ear-marks that attached 
to ecclesiastical despotism all along the way from 
Constantine the Great down to and through the 
twelve centuries of Popish domination, and from 
Star Chamber times and Salem withcraft courts on 
to the end of the chapter. We protest, and repeat, 
There is dange in the Blair measures, although 
they are of Protestant birth, and in the tutorage 
of Protestant ecclesiastics! 

"Friends of civil and religious liberty every
where, PROTEST! PROTEST!! PROTEST!!! 

"We are not alarmed over a small matter. Every 
despotism that ever cursed the world began in an 
innocent way, but the beginning ,was not the end.'' 

Oun correspondent from the Louisville Prohi
bition Conference says of Rev. Green Clay Smith: 
" From his address, and also from a private con
versation I had with him, I learned that he and 
many others of the Prohibition party are opposed 
to the policy they are running into, of favoring 
civil laws to compel the observance of religious 
institutions. He, with many others, is heartily in 
favor of prohibition being carried in connection 
with good civil government, but does not want 
the party to set itself up as the advocate of civil 
law to compel religious observance." 

IN opening the recent Chicago Sunday-law 
meeting, Dr. J. L. Withrow said:-

" How many people in Chicago, if it was put to 
a vote, wouid vote that there should be no Sabbath? 
How big a vote could you get on that side of the 
question? A very small one. Very well, we shall 
only ask that unnecessary labor shall be stopped 
on that day, and that places productive of crime 
and debauchery shall at least be closed one day in 
the week. What man can afford to refuse us 
this?" . 

Surely this is but a little thing. Even the 
keepers of the places productive of crime and 
debauchery ought to be willing to divide the time 
with these men. All they ask for is a monopoly 
of the Sunday, and they are willing to grant 
the dive keepers a monopoly of the other six days 
of t.he week. Is it not a little thing? 
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ADVERTISING RATES made known oR appli· 

cation. No advertisements of patent medicines, 
novelties, cigars, tobacco, liquors, novels or any~ 

,: thing of a trivial, intemperate, immoral or impure 
natu,re accepted. We reserve the right to reject ANY 

, 'advertisement. 
Tho circulation of the AMERICAN SENTINEL during 

the past'six months has averaged 27,935 copies pe1· 
week. The paper g·oes to every State and Territory 
in the Union, Quebec, Ontario, British Columbia, etc. 

Artistic Dress Reform. 
A Jtef'orm in Ladies' DJ.•ess is a subject 

,- whioh at present is one of great interest to the most 
• intelligent and thougltttUl pt>Ople of this 
, anti· other countries. !ladies will lind the best 
·modes f'Or'health1'ol dressin::; in the largo 
illilstrated pamphlet, "How to Dress Jlealth
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',males, published by the LADIES' Dmoss REFOR!I Co., 
'27 BARBOUR ST., BATTLE, CREEK, Mwn. Send them a 
tw.Q-cent·stamp for postage, and they will mail one to 
your address. 

a'·BOWN JEWELS. 
A ·beautiful book of nearly 650 pages, and 

i Jlustrated with the finest steel engra\'ings. 
' · • Prices remarkably low and discounts to agents 
, large; Send for circulars and full particulars. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., Oakland, 
, Cal.,, General Agents for Pacific Coast. 

· P:' · HO'I'OGB..dPH ..dLBUMS. 
Large variety in !'lush and Morocco bindings. 

, .· Prices low for first-class goods. Terms to, 
. agents, aud catalogue, ~ent on application. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLII:!HING CO., Oakland, Cal. 

T/IEWS OF NATIONAL 
1/ BEF,OBM. 

This package contains thirteen tracts (184 pafes), 
treating upon the various phases of the N'ationa Re· 
form movement, as follows: 
NO. PAGES. 

1. Religious Legislation,.............................. 8 
2. ·.Religious Liberty,.................................... 8 
3 .. National :Reform and the Rights of Oon-

Science, .................. h•••H .......................... 16 
4. The American Papacy, ............................ 16 
&. Bold and Base Avowal .............................. 16 
6. National Reform is Church and State, ....... 16 
7. Purity of National Religion,..................... 8 
s. The,Salem Witchcraft,................. ...... ...... 8 
9. Wl)atThink Ye of Cl!rist? ....................... 8 

10. National ,Reformed Constitution and the 
American Hierarchy, .............................. 24 

11. The Republic' of Israel, ............. :............... 8 
12. National Reformed Presbyterlamam, ... : ..... 82 
iS. The National Reform Movement an Ab· 

surdity, ................ , ................................. 16 
The above package will be sent post·paid to any 

address for twentv cents. 
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 

NEAT, CHEAP, SERVICEABL~. 
They perfectly secure pen or pencil 

in the pocket, so that it cannot fall out 
when stol)ping, Can be easily and 
safely attache(! to any part of the 
clothing. A small investment will 
prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
per cU. 

PRICES. 
No. 1, Russia Leather, for 2 pens 10c. 
No. 2, " " " 8 " 15c. 
No •. a, u u metal b~ck, 

, 2 pens • • • • 15c. 
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RELIGIOUS FAMILY JOURNAL, 
Published Weekly, in the Interest of the 

f International 'l'ract Society. 

'This journal is devoted to expositions of prophecy 
and the dissemination of general Biblical knowledge. 
Ita contents are of tho most varied kind, the depart
ments embre.clng Editorial and General Artwles, 
Health and Temperance, Homo Circle, Sabbath
school,lMissionary, and. Secular and Religious News. 

Among expository journals it takes the lead, both 
in qualit;y and quantity of matter. It has proved of 
unusual mterest to its tens of thousands of readers, 
Whl) everywhere pronounce it a !ive religious paper; 
a reliable expositor of Scripture; and a household 
.journal, the contents of which are pure and elevating. 

Terms, per year, $2.00. Three months trial sub
$cription, for 60 cents, Send for free sample copy, 
and circul .. r. Add•ess, 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal, 

A SEMI·MONTHLY PUBLICATION TREATING UPON THE VA}l.IOUS PHASES 011' 

The NationaJ Reform Movement, 

The Union of Church and State, 
and Civil and Religious Liberty. 

Everybody who is Interested in Sunday Legislation, which is becoming the Leading 
Question of the Day, should subscribe for the 

SENTINEL LIBRARY. 
The following numbers are now ready: No. 1. The National Reformed Constitution; 

price, 3 cents. No. 2. Religious Liberty; price, I cent. No. 3. Evils of Religious Leg· 
islation; price, I cent. No. 4. The Blair Sunday-Rest Bill; price, 7 cents. No. 5. The 
Blair Educational Amendmtftlt Bill; in press. 

THE SENTINEL LIBRARY will be uniform in size (page about 5x7! inches}, each 
number containing from 8 to 56 pages or more. Subscription price for the year, 25 num. 
hers, 75 cents. Single numbers, at the rate of 8 pages for I cent, post-paid. Or!lers for 
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT 
AND RELIGION. 

By A. T. Jones, one of the Editors of the American Sentinel. 

SCBIPttTltAt. tOGICAt, PLAIN AND POBCIDLE. 
This important work shows clearly the relation that should exist between Church and 

State, at the present time, 'lS proven by the Bibie and history of the past twenty-five 
centuries. 

Chap. I distinguishes between "What Is Due to God and What to Cresar ; " Chap. II 
shows for what purpose "The Powers that Be" are ordained ; Chap. III outlines vividly 
the relation that existed between "Christianity and the Roman Empire ; '' Chap. IV ably 
discusses" The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and those Who Are 
Making It ; " Chap. V unmasks " Religious Legislation,'' calling special attention to the 
Blair Sunday Bill now pending in Congress ; Chap. V-I is devoted to " The Sunday-law 
Movement in the Fourth Century, and Its Parallel in the Nineteenth." 

These and other topics of equal interest make this treatise INDISPENSABLE TO EVERY 
LOVER 011' CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 

"CiviL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION" is a pamphlet of 176large octavo pages. Price 
25cents. 

MILLIONS OF COPIES 

Should be placed in the hands of thinking people AT ONCE. It clearly defines what posi
tion we, as A'merican citizens, should sustain toward the effort now on fo0t to secure 
religious legislation. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., New York. 12th and Castro Sts., OAKLAND, CAL. 
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Napa County, Cal. 

RESORT AND SANITARIUM, 
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INVALIDS, 
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The Retreat is situated on the southwestern slope 
of Howell Mountain, a locality of enviable reputation 
for health-recuperating qualities, 400 feet above and 
overlo.oking the 

NOTED AND BEAUTIFUL NAPA VALLEY. 
Its natural advantages are equal to those of any 

other health resort. It is noted for its pure water, 
dry atmosphere, clear and balmy Runshine, even tem
perature, mild breezes, and the absence of hig·h winds. 
.J?atientsare under the CQustant care of skillful Phy· 

stCtans, whose efforts are supplemented by skillful 
trained nurses. 

Different forms of baths, electric appliances, and 
massag-e are among ~he many remedial agencies em· 
played. 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS is two and one-half miles 
from St. Helena, wbich is on a branch of the Central 
Pacific.Railroad. 

Persons sending notice will be met at the St. Hel· 
ena depot by a carriage from the RETRMAT. 

Telephon9 connection between St. Helena and tho 
RmaEAT, 

EXPENSES MODERATE I 
Come and see for yourself this beautiful Resort, 

Persons desirous of knowing whether theh• case is 
one of probable cure can ascertain by addressing 
RURAL HEALTH RETaEAT. 

For descriptive pamphlet and further particulars 
address 

RURAL HEALTH RETREAT, 
St. Helena, Napa Co., Cal. 
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AMEBI~AN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

Devoted to the defense of American institutions, 

tli.e prese'I'Vation of the United States Con

stitution as it is, so far as regards re

ligion or religious tests, and tl!e 

maintenance of CIVIL and 

RELIGIOUS Rlglds. 

The SENTINEL will ever be uncompromisingly op· 
posed to anything tending toward a union of Church 
and State, either in nama or in fact. It is well known 
that there is a large and influential association In the 
United States bearing the name of the "N"tlonal Re
form Associationt'' which is endea.voring to secure 
such a Religious Amendment to the Oonstitutinn of 
the United States as will "place all Christian laws, 
;nstitutions, and usages on an undeniable legal basis 
in the fundamental law of the land." While there 
are many persons in this country who are opposed 
to, or look with suspicion upon, this movement, there 
are few, outside of tho party, who realize what the 
influence of this amendment would be. The object 
of the AMERICAN SEKTINEL will be to Vindioate the 
Rights of American Oitillens, which we believe, are 
threatened by this association. It will appeal to the 
very fundamental principles ol our Government, aud 
point out the consequences which would be sure to 
follow should they secure the desired Amendment to 
t-he Constitution, Every posith>n taken will be care· 
fully guarded and fortified by sound argument. Due 
respect will always be pal<! to the opinions of others, 
but the r~s of consMence will be fearlessly main· 
tained. 

TERMS. 

Single copy, one year, for S 1.00 
AMERICAN SENTINEL one year and "Prophetio 

Lights," paper cover; - 1.50 
Sample copies of the paper FREB • 

If no Agent in your vicinity, write to the 

AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
1059 Castro St., OAKLAND, CAI,, 
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NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTrimL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called UFon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

AT the Sunday-law meeting- in Chicago, 
March 3, under the auspices of the " Sabbath 
Observance Association," there were 3,000 people 

·present. 

THE.Chicago Tribune thinks that tl:le Sunday
law agitation in that city at the· present time is 
simply a movement to influence the coming city 
election, and says: " There will be more confi
dence in these Sunday-closing meetings when they 
are held in some other month than March." The 
people who are in the movement, however, are 
very sanguine, and expect large and definite re
sults. 

THE Rev. Green Clay Smith gave the address 
of welcome at the Prohibition Council in Louis
ville, Ky., February 13, and said, among other 
good things: "The Sabbath-day and its observance 
has been agitated. · Many want a statute in favor 
of Sunday. I think Sunday observance ought to 
be left to the churches, and not be touched by 
the civil government." We think so, too, but 
our friends· of the American Sunday Union ac
cuse us of pandering to saloon men, etc. Will 
they also accuse Rev. Green Clay Smith, Prohi
tion candidate for President in 1876, and still a 
prominent leader in the Prohibition party, of 
being in sympathy with the saloons? It will not 
be long befor~ candid people will see that Sunday 
legislation has no connection whatever with tem
perance, and that a man may be a temperance 
man, a Christian, and a loyal American citizen, 
and still be opposed to Sunday laws. 

AT the recent Sunday-law meeting in Chicago, 

the president of the Jesuit College, who was one 
of the speakers, said :- . 

"This movement has the approval of all Catho
lics, and for Catholics there is one other consid
eration-keeping the day holy•is prescribed as a 
matter of strict obligation. There is to be a ces
sation of all labor as performed on week days, and 
it shall be a sober day, and be made notable by 
the closing of tippling-houses and dram-shops. 
The church claims the right to make it a holy day, 
and • no man shall say nay."-From .Report in 
Chicago Tribune, Maroh .q.. 

That shows what kind of a " civil Sunday" 

they want. Yet in that very meeting it was 

claimed that their movement was "a movement 

for the working classes." So it is, a movement 

to compel them to stop work on Sunday, whether 

they want to or not. 

IF Cardinal Gibbons was sincere when he ut
tered the words quoted in the following para
graph, and if they mean what they appear to on 
their face, the National Reformers would do well 
to take some lessons of him. They are from a re
cent speech in Philadelphia, at the anniversary 
dinner of the Catholic Club, which was reported 
in the Catholic Mirror of February 16 :-

"For my part, and I say it boldly, I much prefer 
the system which obtains in our country, where the 
Church is sustained by the voluntary contributions 
of the faithful, as contrasted with the customs which 
prevail in portions of Catholic Europe, where the 
Church is supported at the expense of the Govern
ment. The Church has to pay often very dearly 
for this support that is given to her by the State· 
It is but a very feeble and inadequate compensa
tion for the wholesale confiscation of her property. 
Moreover, the ministers of religion are deprived of 
the liberty and the exercise of their exalted func
tions, and exposed to many annoyances to which, 
thanks be to God, we are utter strangers in this 
country. 

"I hope the day will never come when we will 
be obliged to call upon the State to build our 
churches; for if they build our churches they may 
dictate to us what doctrine we are to preach or 
what we are not to preach." 

THE following is our correspondent's summing 
up of the Louisville Prohibition Council: "Tak
ing the convention from first to last, it could be 
said to be little besides a heated discussion of 
woman suffrage. So much did it appear so that 
one gentleman said· in convention that he had 
felt tempted to present a resolution in favor of 
prohibition, but was afraid it would not pass, or 
would be ignored because of the intense interest and 
excitement over the woman suffrage question." It 
seems that the Prohibitionists are not doing anything 
just yet in the way of temperance; th1 are get
ting a good ready, and by and by tHey intend 
to astonish the country. We have known people 
who expended all their strength getting ready to 
do a work, and so never accomplished anything. 
We think it will be so in this case. 

Is It Treason ? 

THE Rev. J. Boring Gold said in his speech 
at the great Chicago Sunday meeting, March 3 :-

"It should be understood first and last that this 
is America, not Europe, and the laws say expressly 
that no work, save that of necessity and charity, 
shall be performed on the Sabbath. The man who 
does ndt subscribe to the doctrine of Sabbath ob
servance is a traitor to his country, and should be 
treated as such." 

Bold words! Let Americans who love liberty, 
and who know what true patriotism is, make a 
note of them. " The man who does not subscribe 
to Sabbath observance is a traitor, and should 
be treated as such." By Sabbath observance he 
means Sunday observance, of course. Now mark 
the heartless tyranny that is deliberately advo
cated by this Sunday partisan. A man may be 
a strict observer of the seventh day, and thus a 
subscriber to Sabbath observance as he finds it 
enjoined in the sacred Scriptures; he may have 
given years of his life, and may have shed his 
blood, in defense of his country; he may be a 
tax-payer, and ~ quiet, hard-working, law-abiding 
citizen; · but if he doesn't bow the knee to the 
"venerable day of the, sun," he must be treated 
as a traitor. Such a position is simply abom
inable, and cannot be denounced in too strong 
terms. It shows that when the State takes re
ligious institutions under its protection, it will not 
lack for inquisitors. 

\Ve do not know the gentleman who made 
that speech, but we should not be at all surprised 
if he had never seen this country when many 
loyal, native-born Americans, whom he denounces 
as traitors, were periling tl1eir lives for the country. 
We think it is high time for American people to 
begin to w!tke up to what is going on, 

Annual Meeting. 

NoTICE is hereby given that the annual meeting of 
the Society of the Seventh-day Adventist Church of 
Oakland will be held Wednesday, AprilS, 1889, at 
half-past seven o'clock P. M., at the house of wor
ship of said society, S. E. corner Twelfth and Brush 
Streets, in. the city of Oakland, Cal. The object of 
the meeting is the eleCtion of a Board of five Trus
tees, and the transaction of such other business as 
may be presented. vV. N. GLENN, Sec. 

Oakland, March 20,1889, 

Western Bureau of Press Clippings. 

THE papers that each day pass through the hands of the 
Western Bureau of Press Clippings represent a subscription 
cost of $5,000 per annum. For a nominal price an}:one can 
have the benefit of this immense list and have such items as 
may be published that are designated as of interest. Tlu) list 
comprises the leading scientific, literary, professional, trade 
class, and newspapers of the country. Address, Frank A. 
Burrelle, manager, suite 13 Times Building, Chicago, stating 
what you are particularly interested in, and they will give a 
practical illustration of how they can serve you, and give full 
details. 

The Sentinel Library. 

THE above is the title of a semi·monthly publication issued 
by the Pacific Press Publishing Co., and treating upon the va· 
rious phases of the National Reform Movement, the Union of 
Church and State, and Civil and Religious Liberty. The Sen· 
tine/ LilYrary is regularly entered at the post-office as second
class matter, so that news agents can remail it at the regular 
pound rates. Each number w!ll contain a telling treatise upon 
some branch or phase of the work. The LilYrary will be uni· 
form iu size (page about 5x7Y. inches), each number containing 
from 8 to 56 pages or more. Subscription price. 25 numbers, 75 
cents per year, post· paid. Single numbers at the rate of one 
cent for each 8 pages, post-paid. 

The first four numbers are now ready. No. 1, entitled "The 
National Reform Constitution," gives a view of our Constitu
tion as it will appear when amended to conform to the views 
of National Reformers; 24 pages, price three cents, post-paid. 
No. 2, entitled "Religious Liberty," contains Senator Robert 
II. Crockett's famous speech before the Arkansas Legislature, 
8 pages, price one cent, post-paid. No. 3 is entitled "The 
Evils of Religious Legislation," 8 pages, price one cent, post· 
paid. No.4 contains "The Blair Sunday· Rest Bill," 56 pages, 
price seven cents, post-paid. No. 5 will contain "The Blair 
Educational Amendment Bill," with comments showing the 
tendency which the passage of this bill will have toward the 
establishment of a national religion. Orders for single num
bers, or subscriptions for the year, should be addressed to Pa
cific Press Publishing Co., Twelfth and Castro Streets, Oakland, 
Cal., or 43 Bond Street, New York City. 
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and the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi River; M. L. Huntley, 
Secretary International Tract Society, Battle Creek, Mich. 

Texas-T. T. Stevenson, Denton, Texas. 
Louisiana-A. F. Harrison, 633 Western Avenue, Shreveport, La. 
Arkansas-W. G. Smith, lock box 249, Little Rock, Ark. 
Illinois-Illinois Tract Society, 28 College Place, Chicago, Ill. 
Indiana-J. W. Moore, Secretary Indiana Tract Society, 175 Cen· 

tral Avenue, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Ohio--L. T. Dysert, Secretary Ohio Tract Society, 1103 Case Ave., 
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AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation 
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the maintenance of human rights, 

both civil and religious. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 
toward a union of Church and State, eithe·r in name or in fact 
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· THE Woman's Christian Temperance depart
·ment of the Weelcly Signal, Otsego, Mich., in giv
ing practical directions from Mrs. Bateham in re
gard .to the Sun.9.ay-law petitiom, says: "Signa
tures are most valuable, but indorsements count 
up fastest." Yes; that is true, as the indorse
ment of 240 can be made to "count up" 240,000, 
and the indorsement of one can be made to 
'"count up" 7,200,000, and when 407 individual 
signatures "count up" 14,17 4,7 44, it is certain 
that that kind of petitions counts up faster than 
individual signatures. Yes, by all means, 1vork 
for indorsements rather than individual signa
tur!3S, for they count up much faster. 

DR. T. L. CuYLER wrote lately to the New 
York Voice these words of sound sense:-

"While I applaud the zeal and honor, the sturdy 
convictions of my temperance brethren in the third 
party, I cannot ally myself with you, for three very 
strong reasons: 1. Long observation has taught me 
that wherever and whrmever Prohibition has been 
successfully enacted, it has not been by a separate, 
distinct temperance party. 2. I am conscientiously 
opposed to your proposal to burden woman with 
the trust, duties, and responsibilities of the ballot 
and of civil office. 3. As the president of a non
partisan society for the promotion of both total 
abstinence and the suppression of the liquor tmffic, 
I do not feel at liberty to identify myselhvith any 
partisan organization." 

THE Capital Commonwealth (Topeka, Kansas) 
prints the Blair Educational Amendment, and 
makes some very judicious comments thereon. 
Following are the first and last paragraphs of its 
comment, which we believe all our readers will 
say are eminently sensible:-

" Without considering the first question which 
a lawyer would ask about the construction of these 
fout sections-how it would be possible to prevent 
the establishment of a religion and at the same 
time require the establishment and maintenance 
cf a system of eommon schools in which a religion 
shall be taught-the great question of the people 
is, Shall we have a national religion?" 

"It will not do. Religion is sacred to its pro
fessors; but let them enjoy what they desire in 
this matter, and employ teachers of good character 
in the public schools; then public morality will 
not suffer, and the people will take care of the 
principles of the Christian religion. There must 
not _be a national religion in this country." 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 3, 1889. 

The Columbus Sunday Convention. 

THERE was held at Columbus, Ohio, February 
21 and 22, what was calfed the Ohio Inter
denominational Sabbath Convention, held in the 
interests of Sunday legislation, and was supposed 
to represent all the denominations in the State. 
About fifty ministers were present. 

The convention was addressed by Dr. Ander
son, of Denison University; Sylvester F. Scovel, 
President of the Wooster University and Vice
President of the National Reform Association; 
Hon. Thomas McDougall, of Cincinnati; Dr. J. 
W. Hott, editor of the Religious Telescope, Day
ton, Ohio; Dr. G. W. Lasher, editor of the West
ern Christian Advocate, Cincinnati; Dr. ·wilbur 
F. Crafts, and Dr. ·washington Gladden. 

Dr. Anderson spoke on the subject of the 
scriptmal doctrine ofthe Sabbath and its observ
ance. His argument was wholly to prove Sunday 
a divine institution, applying to Sunday all those 
scriptures which speak of the Sabbath, quoting 
the fourth commandment, which commands the 
observance of the seventh day, as authority for 
keeping the first day of the week. He applied 
to Sunday the passage in the second chapter of 
t:enesis, which says that God rested on the seventh 
day from his work which he had made. The 
purpose of his speech, of course, was to prove the 
Sabbath to be a divine institution; but it is diffi
cult to see how anyone can prove Sunday 
observance by passages of Scripture that speak of 
nothing else but the seventh day. Ana even 
granting that that could be proved consistently, 
still the query is, What place could that have in 
civil statutes, unless the object be to enforce by 
civil power the observance of religious institutions? 

It is deception for any advocate of Sunday laws 
to plead that they require the observance of that 
day only as a civil institution. If they have in 
view the observance of the day only as a civil 
institution, why do they always trace it to divine 
source, support it by Scripture, and advocate its 
observance as a duty to God? Their arguments 
from beginning to end show that the real object 
of the Sunday-law movement is to control the 
civil power for religious purposes. No man ever 
yet argued three minutes in favor of a civil Sab
bath, without his argument showing it to be 
religious. That is all that it is, and all that it 
ever can be made. And any civil law for the 
enforcement of the Sabbath is only for the enforce
ment of religious observance, and opens the way 
for the enforcement of any other re igious ob
servances which the church may choose. It is but 
the first step to an endless line of religious legisla
tion, all in the interest of the church. 

Dr. Scovel's subject was our Sunday laws. He, 
being a National Reformer, and believing the 
State to be a moral person, of course put Sunday 
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laws at once upon a moral basis, and argued iri 
favor of the enactment of laws by the State, to 
apply to the moral nature of the individual, and 
that such laws have a tendency to make men 
better, purer, and worship also purer, He de
clared the only thing that tends to complicate the 
question at all is the question that grows out of 
the plea of individual liberty,-liberty of con
science. But the way he met this plea and 
avoided any complication was by quoting from 
Blackstone, John Ruskin, and others in favor of 
Sunday laws, and asserting that such laws must 
be right, and the State has a right to enact such 
laws, and if it has a right to enact it has a. right 
to enforce them, and such laws when enacted and 
enforced are simply laws protecting the majority. 

Dr. Hott spoke on the Sunday newspaper. 
The same objections were presented by him that 
generally are by others in this line against the 
Sunday newspaper-that it keeps people away 
from church, and church members will read it, etc. 
The substance of it all was, that all business on 
Sunday that is not necessary is wrong.· The 
Sunday newspaper is not necessary, therefore it 
is wrong. 

Dr. Lasher spoke on the Sabbath and the 
working classes, saying that the Scripture de
scribes the Sabbath as a day of rest, not of wor
ship, worship being the result of rest, and that 
to the working classes Sund11y is a very important 
institution, necessary to their health and pros
perity, a proper observance of which places them 
in a better position to do efficient service, etc. 

Dr. Gladden spoke on the authority of the 
civil Sabbath, saying that the Sabbath is literally 
a day or sign of rest; and the civil Sabbath is 
that day or sign of rest designated or recognized 
bythe laws of the State,-the laws ofthe United 
States, and of all the States in the Union; and 
the laws of all Christian countries recognize the 
first day of the week as the day of rest, and make 
certain provisions with respect to it. The day 
thus received by law is the civil Sabbath. He 
then traced the Sunday legislation to Constantine, 
referring to his edict as the first Sunday law. 
But Constantine's Sunday law was only an eccle
siastical thing, or perhaps civi-ecclesiastical. It 
was made to please the bishops, and the day was 
ordered to be observed because it was a church 
day, just as Friday was also. So that, in fact, 
whatever way it be looked at, wherever it be 
traced, and by whatever means, there is no such 
thing as a civil Sunday law: it is ecclesiastical 
wholly; and if it be a Sabbath law it is religious. 

Dr. Crafts attempted to comment on the words 
of Christ, "Render to Cmsar the things that are 
Cmsar's, and to God the things that are God's," to 
show how that which pertains to God shall 
be rendered to Cmsar, saying that" if the ten com
mandments be divided into two tables,-the 
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duties to God and ihe duties to man,-it would 
have to be divided at the word 'holy' in the first 
sentence of the fourth commandment, because the 
next sentence says, 'Six days shalt thou labor,' and 
there are laws in the United States on the subject 
of labor. And secondly, another clause of the 
commandment refers to the stranger within thy 
gates; and the United States has laws about 
aliens; and this makes that part of the command
ment to consist of duty toward man, and that., 
therefore, ci vii government may legislate upon it." 
But this makes the commandment speak to the 
N atien instead of the individual, and entitles the 
Nation to compel men to render obedience to God, 
and virtually demands of men that they render 
to the civil government what belongs to God, and 
makes Christ contradict himself. Next he de
clared that man has re-enacted six of the com
mandments. It is not to be wondered at that 
this statement should be made by Mr. Crafts in 
this connection, because if it be right for man in 
the form of civil government to exact of men 
what belongs to God, then the government usurps 
the place and the authority of God; and having 
so done, it becomes necessary, of course, to re-enact 
such commandments as the government may deem 
necessary to its work. This is all perfectly con
sonant with the whole system of things that is 
represented in the Sunday-law movement, and 
which Dr. Crafts is seeking to establishhere, that 
is, human government in the place of the Govern
ment of God. But so long as the Lord shall 
remain supreme, so long it will remain unlawful 
for civil government to exact of men that which 
pertains to God; and so long it will be blasphe
mous usurpation for any Government or any soci
ety of men to attempt to re-enact any of the com
mandmel}ts of God. It shows a deplorable esti
mate of the institutions and" Government of the 
Lord when men professing to be ministers of the 
gospel will talk about any of God's statutes being 
re-enacted by anybody in any way. 

There was a committee appointed on organiza
tion ; and one of the recommendations of the com
mittee was that the society should be called "The 
Christian Sabbath Association of the State of 
Ohio." Another was that the object of the asso
ciation should be "to promote in every legitimate 
way the observance by all classes of people of the 
Lord's day in accordance with its import as 
defined by Christ in Mark 2: 27." When this 
was read, the Rev. Mr. Jefferson, of Cincinnati, 
objected to the name, and proposed to substitute 
"The Sunday Association of the State of Ohio,'' 
and asked that the reference to. Mark 2 : 27 be 
.stricken out of the recommendation entirely. The 
reason which he gave for these changes was that 
in the words of Christ in Mark 2: 27 there was 
no reference whatever to Sunday or the first day 
of the week, but that Christ was referring'to the 
Sabbath of Mosaic institution, which had been 
abolished. After a good deal of discussion Dr. 
Crafts suggested that the name be " The Ohio 
Sabbath Association;" and with reference to 
striking out the text Mark 2: 27 he said: "As 
the people are not given to having their Bibles at 
hand, and not everybody is familiar with that 
term, it would be better to stop with the term 
Lord's day, as everybody knows what that means." 
For himself he suppo~ed the text Mark 2: 27 
was "the Sabbath was made for man." But he 
was not quite sure. Dr. Crafts's suggestions were 
accepted, and the association was called "The 
Ohio Sabbath Association," and the reference to 

Mark 2 : 27 was stricken out. A secretary was 
appointed for each county in the State. 

Next came the report of the Committee on Res
olutions. These excited considerable discussion, 
especially one proposing to indorse the movement 
in favor, of a Saturday half-holiday for working
men. Dr. Lasher said: "I do not see why they 
should say anything about the Saturday half
holiday. ·I have not as much interest for the 
laboring man on the six days as I have on the 
Sabbath-day ; so I move that we strike out that 
part of the resolution." Another said the Satur
day half-holiday had a good deal to do with the 
Sabbath question. Dr. Crafts said there could be 
no objection to it, and this resolution was only to 
commend. Dr. Lasher replied: "I know it is 
only commendatory, but it is a question with 
me whether it is best to commend." When the 
question came to a vote it was defeated by twenty
four to seventeen. 

Another resolution rejoiced in the growth of 
the literature for the defense ot the Sabbath, and 
urged its increased circulation, especially the new 
series of documents issued by the American Sun
day Union. This gave an opportunity for Dr. 
Crafts to urge them to call for the hearing on the 
Sunday question before the Committee on Educa
tion and Labor, telling all to write to the repre
sentatives now instead of to the senators, because 
the senators had been overwhelmed with orders, 
so that they could not fill them. Another resolu
tion indorsed heartily the petition to Congress for 
the passage of the Sunday-Rest bill, asking im• 
mediate effort for the multiplication of signatures, 
and resolved that the President of this- convention 
be authorized to sign the petition for the whole 
of the members. This resolution, of course, was 
adopted. 

Next came a paper by Rev. James Brand, on 
the subject, "To What Extent Are the Christians 
Responsible for Sabbath Desecration?" He cited, 
as in the case of the Elgin, Ill., convention, the fact 
that Christians buy Sunday papers, and do busi
ness on Sunday, and live carelessly in many 
things. And when it came to the discussion of 
the paper, one gentleman said he would like to 
find out by what means he could get the church
memb-ers to attend church, especially the railroad 
men. Another, in answering this, said he thought 
the reason why they had gotten into this difficulty 
was because the church has got away from the 
fourth commandment. At this the Rev. Mr. 
Jefferson, of Cincinnati, said he did not believe in 
the perpetuity of the ten commandments, but 
abided by the teachings of Christ, and that there 
was ''no commandment to-day requiring the Sab- . 
bath to be kept." " 

Here he was interrupted by one, who said that 
"Christ came not to destroy, but to fulfill." Mr. 
Jefferson replied: "That is all right; and he did 
fulfill it. And, therefore, it no more remains to be 
fulfilled, because he fulfilled it once for all, and 
it is gone." He said he was in favor of the object 
for which the convention was called together, but 
he was opposed to the use of the term "the Sab
bath-day" in the sense in which they were using 
it there. This created a great stir;. about a half 
dozen mem hers were on their feet at once, and 
several of them talking at once. Somebody cried, 
"Put him out!" The tumult finally subsided 
without any violence being done. 

The convention closed with the speech by Dr. 
Crafts on the subject of "The Sabbath from a 
Patriotic Standpoint." It is the same speech, 
only with slight variations, that he delivered at 

Washington City, Chicago, and to the Knig~ts of 
Labor at Indianapolis. He referred toi!he coMnter 
petitions that are being circulated figah1st the 
Bl~r Sunday bill; and said that those who were 
securing those petitions sometimes take tables in 
the streets upon which to write, and then bring 
up every gambler and harlot that they can find 
to sign the petition. We have had considerable 
to do with getting signatures to that counter
petition, and we know a good many others who 
have also, and we do not know of any such char
acters as these that have signed it, nor do we 
}mow of anyone who does know, unless it be Dr. 
Crafts. His acquaintance with that kind of 
characters may be sufficiently broad to justify 
him in making the statement. As for us, we know 
nothing about either the characters or the fact. 
In answer to the argument that is made that the 
Blair Sunday bill is unconstitutional, he affirmed 
that it is constitutional, because the Constitution 
itself embodies a Sunday law. He referred to that 
part of the United States Constitution which pro
vides that the President shall have ten days 
(Sunday excepted) in which to sign a bill, or to 
keep it without signing it, and then exclaimed: 
"What is that but a Sunday law? That is the 
acorn." 

Hon. Mr. McDougall's speech opened up a 
scene that was not on the bills, although it was 
the best speech in the whole convention. It was 
as follows:-

,,Being in full sympathy with every well-di
rected and reasonable movement for a better ob
servance of the civil Sabbath and a belief in the 
Christian Sabbath, I respond to your call on me 
to speak. In 1880 the laws of Ohio for the protec
tion of the Sabbath imposed as the highest fine the 
sum of five dollars. To-day the legislation is as 
stringent as in any State in this Union. If the Sab
bath is not observed as you desire it, it is not the 
fault of legislation. No additional legislation is 
needed to secure what you desire. What then is 
needed? The solution of this problem is deeper 
than legislation. Legislation does not change 
character, and its fiat will not bring the millen
nium. In this State we had a population in 1880 
of about 3,200,000. Of that number not quite one
fourth is to be found in all of our cities having a 
population of 10,000 and over. So that we have 
an orderly civil Sabbath in at least four-fifths of 
the State. The evils existing and complained of 
are in our large cities, whose number may be 
counted on your ten fingers. How is existing law 
to be enforced in them. Their welfare is the prob
lem of the statesman and the Christian. We 
have said legislation which has a limited mission 
for good in securing social order does not change 
character, and we may add, Its enforcement de
pends on the public sentiment behind it. Any law 
on this subject which depends for its enforcement 
on a resort to a jury, in the existing state of public 
sentiment in our large cities, must be of necessity 
a failure under any fair system of selecting a jury 
which represents the community from which it is 
drawn; from our experience in Cincinnati, we 
affirm you cannot convict for selling liquor on 
Sunday. Just as an Ashtabula jury of members of 
the church would refuse in the days of the fugitive 
slave law to convict a citizen of that place of crime 
for feeding and clothing, at the command of Christ, 
a slave, fleeing for freedom to Canada. What then 
is to be done ? Seek the highest good attainable. 
The redemption of the masses in our large cities 
and their elevation to a better observance of law is 
to be sought through the gospel ot'Jesus Christ." 

"Ministering in his name, go to their homes, 
seek their welfare, educate them by the power and 
teaching of Jesus Christ, and there will come to 
you that reform you seek. They are waiting for 
this service, this education. Not in conventions; 
not in resolutions ; not in the fiats of legislation,-
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but give your time, money, prayer, and service to 
carrying to the homes of the toiling masses the be
neficent gospel, and you will elevate and reform, 
as nothing else can or will, those whom you now 
regard as the enemies of the Sabbath. I am op
posed to the social ostracism that too often accom
panies movements of certain kinds of reform. 
Bitterness never wins any man, never secures 
reform. The saloon keeper is not a criminal, nor 
the liquor business a crime. Tens of thousands of 
the best people of our land, men of wealth and 
character, many of them belonging to our churches, 
nse liquor, and do not regard its purchase or use 
a crime or a sin. The co-operation of these men is 
essential to the enforcement of law. 

. "Tens of thousands of the working people in our 
large cities live in homes of one and two rooms. 
Whole families cook, eat, wash, sleep in such rooms. 
They toil from early morning till late in the even
ing. What are you to do with them? They are 
citizens; they are elements of the problem. Unless 
you can reach, educate, reform those masses, how 
are you to secure in our large cities a more orderly 
Sunday? Are we in a position to sit in judgment 
on them? How do we observe the day? How 
many of us do the very things on Sabbath we are 
here condemning in others? What about the use 
of liquors in the houses of many church people, 
traveling on railroads ·on Sunday, etc. Let us 
learn that this is an intensely practical question, 
presenting questions for our consideration difficult 
to solve, and which no legislation can solve. The 
roots of the evils are deeper; they need the gospel 
of Christ as the power to give us what we desire. 
Abandon agitation and service for the unattainable 
and . consecrate your time, money, prayers, and 
service to carrying to those for whom Christ died, 
his gospel of love and his ministry of service. 
Thus only may we successfully secure to our cities 
and its needy masses the blessings of a well
ordered Sabbath, the foretaste of the eternal Sab
bath." 

In the next meeting after this speech was made 
a motion was made "that this convention is not in 
accord with Mr. McDougall's speech, and utterly 
repudiates it." The motion was carried unani
mously and without debate. But this was not 
tl!e end of the story; a self-appointed "committee 
of five hundred" in Cincinnati had already made 
~rrangements for a meeting to be held in that 
city, Saturday night, February: 23, and had in
vited Mr. McDougall to speak there. But after 
they learned in Cincinnati what Mr. McDougall 
hag said in Columbus, the managers of the Cin
cinnati meeting waited upon him and asked him 
if the speech that he made at Columbus embodied 
the sentiments he expected to express in Cincin
nati. And when he answered that it did, that 
those were his views and the ones that he pro
posed to ad vocate, he was requested not to come 
to the meeting, " as discord might be created by 
it." Mr. McDougall replied that he was not in 
the habit of going where he was not wanted; and 
consequently, he who Lad been advertised as "the 
speaker of the evening " was conspicuous by his 
absence, at the request of the managers of the 
Sunday-law meeting, because the speech that he 
would have made insisted upon the power of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ as the only effective means 
of securing religious observances, and because he 
told the political preachers that this was the best 
thing that they can engage in to make their work 
successful. Let'it be understood, therefore. in all 
future references, that the Ohio Sabbath Associa
tion "utterly repudiates" the use of the gospel of 
Jesus.11S a .ll!.eans of securing the proper observ
ance of the Sabbath. If the convention had re

,pudiated the sentence in Mr. McDougall's speech, 
which spoke of the liquor business not being a 
!)rime and the saloon keeper not being a criminal, 

no objection could be made, although it is true in 
Ohio. But this they did not do. They "utterly 
repudiated '' the whole speech. 

In fact, this is the proper thing to do if they 
are going to keep on in the line in which they 
have started, because if they can make people 
righteous by legislation they do not need the gos
pel. And, on the other hand, the Saviour is not 
a politician, a,nd does not intend that his work 
shall be done in a political way. More than 
this, the leading Sunday-law workers confess that 
there is no commandment of Christ for keeping 
Sunday; and, therefore, it is an appropriate thing 
for those Sunday-law workers of Ohio to repudi
ate any effort to secure Sunday keeping by set
ting forth the word of Christ. Yet we cannot 
help wondering whether it would not have been 
a good deal better for this convention to adopt 
Mr. McDougall's suggestion, and repudiate their 
political action and their political scheming, rather 
than the preaching of tlhe gospel and the means 
which Christ has employed for making :rpen re
ligious. But whatever they should have done, 
the fact is that the thing they did do was to de
clare by unanimous vote that that convention 
"utterly repudiates" Mr. McDougall's speech; 
and "the committee of five hundred" of Cincin
nati indorsed the action by repudiating both Mr. 
McDougall and his speech. 

The gospel of Christ does not consort well with 
political scheming; and suggestions to preach the 
gospel and to work by gospel methods and means 
are not palatable to political preachers. 

A. T. J, 

Questions on the Blair Bills. 

EDITOR SENTINEL : I understand that you take 
the position that Senator Blair's Educational bill 
is in reality a bill for the "establishment of a 
national religion." 

But I understand that the claim has been made, 
and on good authority, that the bill was intro
duced for the primary purpose of preventing a 
condition of things threatened py the recent at
tempt of the Catholics to gain control of the 
public schools of Boston and vicinity. 

Do you not think that the lack of educational 
facilities in some States of the South had also 
much to do· with the proposed legislation on that 
question? 

Do not the prohibitions relative to institutions, 
corporations, or persons giving instruction or train
ing "in the doctrines, ten en ts, belief, ceremonials, 
or observances peculiar to any sect, denomination, 
organization, or society, being or claiming to be 
religious in its character," prevent the possibility 
of the bill under consideration ever favoring the 
Catholic Church in teaching their peculiar doc
trines in the public schools? 

With such provhions incorporated into the 
United States Constitution, could not our general 
Government prevent under all circumstances the 
promulgation of Catholic views in communities 
where the Catholics were in the majority, as in 
California ? 

Do you not think that section 1 of the Educa
tional bill will aid in carrying out the spirit of 
the first amendment to the United States Con
stitution? 

Would not your objection to the bill be re
moved if the expression, "the principles of the 
Christian religion," in section 2, were omitted ? 

In your quotation from the Blair Sunday-Hest 
bill, in the article, ''Provisions of the Sunday
Heat Bill," in the SEN'l'INEL of February 20, do you 
not make two omissions of a very important part 
of the bill, viz., ''to the disturbance of others"? 
Are not your arguments on the "absolute" require
ments of the law for the Territories, based on 
such omissions? When you represent the bill as 
''obliging everybody to reat on Sunday" in the 

Territories, do you not convey an incorrect idea of 
its requirements? 

I notice the bill is given in full in the report of 
the hearing of the Sunday-Hest bill. A large 
number of the reports have been printed by order 
of the Senate, and the readers of the SENTINEL in 
the several States can be supplied by addressing 
their respectiye senators. A full account of all 
that was said and done on the occasion of the 
hearing is given. The report is official and worthy 
of consideration by all candid investigators. 

Yours truly, L. T. NICOLA. 

To these questions we reply as follows: We 
have taught that the Blair Educational Amend
ment should properly be entitled, "An amend
ment providing for the establishment of a national 
religion," and we teach so still. The correctness 
of this teaching has been demonstrated by plain 
argum!3nts. 

We should be pleased to have our friend cite 
the "good authority" for the claim that the 
amendment is for the purpose of preventing the 
Catholics from getting control of the schools. 
But that is immaterial. It is of very little im
portance why the amendment was proposed; all 
that concerns us is the effect that it would have if 
it should ever become a part of the Constitution, 
and that we can ascertain from the wording of it, 
regardless of any claim that may be made for it. 
It has been demonstrated .. that the practical effect 
of the amendment would be to give the Roman 
Catholics virtual control of the public schools in 
many States, and, in fact, in the whole country. 
Thus:-

The second section provides that none of the 
doctrines, tenets, observances, etc., peculiar to 
any sect shall ever be taught in the public schools. 
But at the same time it stipulates that the princi
ples of the Christian religion shall be taught. Now 
there are some things that one denomination re
gards as vital principles of the Christian religion, 
that other sects ignore; the teaching of these the 
proposed amendment prohibits. It is obvious, 
therefd're, that only those principles are contem
plated which are common to all; and what these 
are can be determined only by a general church 
congress. But in such a congress the Roman 
Catholics, being stronger than any other sect, 
would hold the balance of power, and with their 
long experience in political wire pulling would 
have but little difficulty in running the conven
tion .to suit themselves. But even after such a 
con~ention each State would attend to its own 

. educational affairs, and in those States where the 
Roman Catholics are in a majority, they would 
teach their religion. 

But our friend misapprehends the position of 
the AMERICAN SENTINEL if he thinks that our 
opposition to the proposed amendment is solely 
on the ground that it may throw the scliools into 
the hands of the Roman Catholics. We are ut
terly opposed to the Government's teaching relig· 
ion of any kind whatever, or to any degree. If 
the Catholics were barred out entirely, and no 
principles were to be taught except those which 
are held in common by the Protestant sects, we 
should be as much opposed to it as we are now, 
or as we would be if it proposed to give the Cath
olics sole control. 'v e' go farther, and say that 
we should oppose the amendment even if it pro
vided that each State should see that its schools 
taught only the religious principles we hold to be 
vital. Our conception of the gospel is something 
entirely different from what that would be. We 
cannot imagine that the Saviour, who would not 
remain in a country when f.ts inhabitants re~ 
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quested him to leave, would take pleasure in see
ing his gospel forced upon people who reject it in 
their hearts. Nothing could so surely bring the 
gospel of Christ into disrepute as the teaching of 
it to all, by the State. People who might be 
reached by persuasion, would be repelled by force. 

The lack of educational facilities in the South 
had nothing to do with the proposed amendment. 
The Blair Educational bill, which has already 
pass~d the Senate, and which provides for the 
distribution of $77,000,000 among the States, 
doubtless had that in view; but even .that, if 
it should pass both Houses of Congress, would 
never be any help to the South. If that should 
pass, and the amendment should be adopted, the 
National Reform people would simply have $77,-
000,000 at their disposal with which to teach 
religion in the pqblic schools. 

Section 1 of the Educational Amendment is 
nullified by section 2. The first section says that 
no State shall make any law respecting an estab
lishment of religion, and section 2 demands that 
each State shall set itself to teach religion. The 
State doesn't need to make a law respecting an 
establishment of religion, when it is itself an es
tablishment of religion-a machine for teaching 
it. If the amendment prohibited the teaching of 
any form of religion in the public schools, leaving 
all denominations free•as they are now, to teach 
at their own expense whatever doctrines they 
choose to, we certainly should have no objection 
to it. But if the clause relative to the teaching 
of "virtue, morality, and the principles of the 
Christian religion," were omitted from the proposed 
amendment, there would be nothing left. Sena
tor Blair made his principal plea before the sen
ate on that clause. He seemed to .regard that as 
the main feature of the whole thing. 

Now as to the Sunday-Rest bill. That bill has 
been printed in the SENTINEL no less than four 
times, so that it is not our fault if every reader 
of the SEN'l;'INEL does not understand it We 
commented on the bill as it is, and also on the 
bill as the National Sunday Union wish to have 
it modified. There is no doubt that if the bill 
should pass it would be amended according to 
their wishes, since it is their bill. For our part, 
it makes no difference which form is adopted. 
The original form says that no work shall be done 
on Sunday "to the disturbance of others." But 
it would astonish one who has had no experience, 
to see how easily some people can be disturbed on 
Sunday. The reports of the Sunday-law cases in 
Arkansas show that nearly every man who was 
prosecuted for working on Sunday was working 
in so retired a place, and so quietly, that nobody 
could have found it out without taking special 
pains; yet people were greatly "disturbed" by it. 
We have seen people very much "disturbed" be
cause they knew that some other people were 
working at a noiseless occupation in the privacy 
of their own rooms. A law providing for the 
punishment of anyone who does any work on 
Sunday "to the disturbance of others," would 
open the flood-gates of religious bigotry and per
secution. As to the amended bill, which provides 
that no work shall be done on Sunday "in pub
lic," nothing more need be said. 

We did not incorrectly represent the bill when 
we represented it as "obliging everybody to rest 
on Sunday," as the biltitselfwill show; The bill, 
as drafted by Senator Blair, says· that "no per
son or corporation, or the agent, servant, or employe 
of any person or corporation, shall perform or au
thorize to be performed any secular work, labor, 

or business" on the first day of the week. 'V e 
should be pleased to have our friend, or anyone 
else, name some people that are not included in 
those terms. If the bill is not "absolute" in its 
requirements for rest, to the full extent of its 
jurisdiction, we. do not know how language could 
be framed to make it any more so. 

We sincerely hope that "all candid investiga
tors" have the report of the hearing on the Sun
day-Rest bill. If they have been hitherto in 
favor of the bill, the reckless determination on 
the part of the workers for the bill, to gain their 
ends, no matter at what cost to others, and the 
false and contradictory position taken, will suffice 
to convince them that the whole thing is an in-
iquitous scheme. • 

'V e are not infallible, and are as liable as 
others to make mistakes; but if we may always 
be as correctly represented as the B1air Sunday
Rest bill and its advocates have been in the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, w~ shall be satisfied. 

E. J. W. 

Sunday and the Catholic Church. 

WHEN the announcement of the Columbus Sun
day Convention was made, the following notice 
of it was given by the Catholic Columbian of that 
city:-

"A meeting of all denominations in Ohio is 
called to be held at Columbus, February 20 and 
21, to consider the advisability of a thorough or
ganization 'in the interest of a better observance 
of the Christian Sabbath.' 

""\Ve Catholics are always in favor of that day 
being kept sacredly and strictly, though_ without 
the gloomy countenance or the ashes of woe; yet 
the first thing the members of this convention 
ought to do would seem to us to be to show any 
scriptural command whatsoever to observe the 
'Christian Sabbath.' 

"There is authority for the change from the 
Sabbath to Sunday-ample authority;"but it is 
the authority of the Catholic Church, the only one 
reaching back to the time of Christ. Fallible 
churches pould make no such a change.'' 

That sh~ws what there is in the indorsement 
of the Sunday bill by Cardinal Gibbons; it is as 
a tribute paid by Protestants to the authority of 
the Catholic Church, that Cardinal Gibbvns in-. 
dorsed it, as it is also of all the Catholics who do 
indorse it.. In his letter to Dr. Crafts in which 
he indorsed the Blair Sunday bill, Cardinal Gib
bons cited the plenary council of Baltimore as 
authority for keeping Sunday. The Roman 
Church recognizes no other authority for keeping 
Sunday than the authority of that church. And 
whenever they indorse the Protestant movement 
to obtain a law for the enforcement of Sunday ob
servance, they know it is a tribute paid by Prot
estants to the authority of the Catholic Church. 
And when the Protestants get a law by the help, 
as they themselves say, of all the Catholics in 
this country, that will not be tte end of the mat
ter; the Catholic Church will see that the Prot
estants pay the tribute which Catholics say is due 
to that church. 

To those so-called Protestants who are so anx
ious to make 'religion a subject of legislation, it 
now appears a very pleasant thing to secure the 
alliance of the Papacy. But when they shall have 
accomplished the feat, and find themselves in the 
midst of a continuous whirl of political strife 
and contention with the Papacy, not alone for 
supremacy, but for existence-then they will find 
it not nearly so pleasant as it now appears to 
their vision, blinded by the lust for illegitimate 
power. 

And when they find themselves compelled to pay 
more than they bargained to, they will have but 
themselvea to blame; for when they make relig
ion a subject of legislation, they therein confess 
that it is justly subject to the rule of majorities. 
And then, if the Romish Church secures the 
majority, and compels the Protestants to conform 
to Catholic forms and ordinances, the Protestants 
cannot justly complain. For our part we want 
no rules of majorities in religious observances, 
either Protestant or Catholic. A. T. J. 

Sunday in the Army. 

ABouT this time, as the almanacs say, look 
out for a jubilee among National Reformers, the 
members of the American Sunday Union, etc. 
The reason for this prediction is found in the 
;following special dispatch from Washington, to 
the San Francisco Examiner of March 16 :-

"Secretary Proctor is an advocate of the Sunday
Rest law, as will soon be demonstrated by the ap
pearance of an order from the War Department 
abolishing the Sunday dress parades at all army 
posts throughout the country. 

.,, This subject has beeri agitated in the annual 
reports of army officials for years, but none of Mr. 
Proctor's predecessors have seen fit to direct the 
change. General Sheridan was opposed to the 
abolition, which probably accounts for nothing 
having been done in late years. 

"The present Commanding General, however, 
believes that only absolutely necessary work should 
be done in the army on Sunday, and has strongly 
indorsed a recent report of the Inspector-General 
of the army recommending the abolition of the 
dress parade and all other unnecessary work on 
the Sabbath. 

"Those papers are now before Secretary Proctor, 
and, although he has not yet acted, he has re
marked his hearty approval of the proposition.'' 

Thus the "workingman" is gradually getting 
his rights. The Sunday law is declared to be 
absolutely necessary in order that laboring men 
may have an opportunity to improve their minds. 
One clause specifies the very thing which the 
Secretary of War is said to be about to do, and 
probably in n-othing else could the fttllacy of 
Sunday-law argument be more plainly demon
strated. If there is anybody who has an oppor
tunity to improve his mind if he chooses to, it is 
the soldier in time of peace. There cannot be 
the excuse in his case that he is overworked. 
Neither can a violated conscience be urged · as 
making a. Sunday law necessary; for (1) the 
instances are exceedingly rare in which a soldier 
cares anything more for Sunday than for any 
other day; and (2) in such instances he can 
easily make arrangement so that he will not have 
to work on Sunday. We know a man who was 
converted while in the regular army, and became 
convinced that the seventh day of the week is 
the Sabbath. He was conscientious, and during 
the sixteen months that remained of his term of 
service, he was able to rest on the seventh day. 
If this could be done, surely it could be done in 
the case of one who wished to keep Sunday. 

The desire for a Sunday law, so far as the 
army is concerned, is not because of any special 
love for the soldier, nor to relieve his conscience, 
but simply to gratify -the feelings of those who, 
because they keep Sunday, are determined that 
everybody else shall. The Examiner closes an 
editorial comment on the proposed order, in the 
following ironical ·vein:..---

"It is well known that soldiers look forward 
through the week to the opportunity to enjoy the 
ministrations of the chaplain, and then to sit 
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quietly in some secluded sea-side garden, medi
tating upon the teachings they have received. 
The dress parade brings a jarring earthly element 
into a day that they desire to devote to other 
things. 

"Secretary Proctor will be gratefully remem
bered by the defenders of their country when their 
sabbaths are freed from the intrusion of work, and 
hearts and heads are swelling with spirituous emo
tions." 

This first application of the proposed Sunday 
law shows that the abettors thereof care not how 
much a man may, by his enforced idleness, be 
thrown into evil associations. All sins are in 
their eyes of less magnitude than working on 
Sunday; and rest on Sunday, even though it be 
as a result of compulsion, is considered as about 
all that a man needs to fit him for Heaven. We 
shall doubtless now have a Christian army. 

How They Do It. 

NOT long ago Mr. Crafts· appeared before the 
Federation of Labor, in Washington, D. C., and 
urged that bo:1y to indorse the Sunday-Rest bill. 
An ex~president of the association said, in the 
presence of the writer, that Mr. Crafts told them 
that if they would by vote indorse the measure, 
that would give him the privilege of adding 
15,000 names to the petitions already then se
cured in its behalf. 

This Federation of Labor is composed of dele
gates froni about thirty local trades unions in 
the district, which the secretary said aggregated 
a little over 9,000 tradesmen. Yet Mr. Crafts' 
conscience was elastic enough to permit him to 
swell that number on his petitions to 15,000 sim
ply by the vote of about fifty delegates, not one of 
whom was authorized to represent the sentiment 
of his fellow-tradesmen on that subject. This is 
a sample, however, of how many of the 6,000,000 
names recently presented to Congress by that 
party were obtained. Why not do a really 
wholesale job while one is about it, and just send 
to Congress a petition with 60,000,000 names at
tached, and so close up the work at one stroke? 
You smile. But that would be just about as 
consistent as the way they are now doing, and a 
great deal cheaper and quicker. J, o. c. 

Washington, D. 0. 

The Papacy in Canada. 

REFERENCE has been made in these columns 
to the arrogance of Cardinal Tashchereau in de
manding a seat by the side of the throne at the 
opening of the Canadian Parliament. But this 
is only a part of his ways. A dispatch from 
Quebec to the New York Times, dated February 
2, says;-

" The influence which the Church of Rome has 
acquired over the Legislature· of this province 
would astonish an outsider. The simplest measure 
is not sure of becoming law unless the Government 
can certify that it has received the sanction of 

· Cardinal Tashchereau." 

The dispatch says that on Wednesday, the 
80th of January, in three cases bills were pre
sented to the Legislature with the assurance that 
the bills had received the sanction of the Cardinal, 
and even in the case of an act providing for the 
registration of births, marriages, and deaths, which 
had repeatedly been asked for by the Board of 
Health of the province, when the act was pro
posed the Government took the pains to announce 
that it had been approved by the Cardinal and 
his bishop. 

Further, the account says:-
"It was proposed to come to the assistance of 

the farmers whose grain had been destroyed by 
the wet weather of last fall, and the Premier prom
ised that if a committee was formed, with the 
Cardinal for chairman, to distribute tl1e funds, 
the Government would contribute liberally. The 
church in its turn sometimes treats the Govern
ment in a cavalier style. The Premier last year 
wished to compromise with the Jesuits, who have 
always been his staunch supporters, on their claim 
to be compensated for the estates of the order 
which had been confiscated by the imperial Gov
ernment, when the order died out in 1800. He 
proposed to give them $400,000, which they were 
ready to accept, but the Cardinal' interve~ed, and 
claimed the money on behalf of the Catholic uni
versities on the ground that the order of Jesus had 
been excommunicated by the Pope, and had died 
out, and that the Jesuits of to-day were not their 
legal heirs. 

"Finally the Legislature paid over $400,000 to 
the order of the Pope, to be distributed as he saw 
fit. The bill was sanctioned by the Dominion Gov
ernment a few days ago, and the Premier tele
graphed the fact to Cardinal Simeoni, asking him 
at the same time what distribution the Pope pro
posed to make. An answer was received to the 
effect that the Provincial Government would be 
notified through the proper channel." 

Since this dispatch was published we have seen 
it stated that a strong demand was being made 
upon the Ca.nadian Parliament to have it reverse 
its action in paying this $400,000. But how is 
it going to do that without the Cardinal's ap
proval? And assuredly the Cardinal would 
never approve such a thing as that. More than 
this! If it should do it without the Cardinal's 
approval the Pope has the money, and the Cana
dian Parliament may vote till doom's day that it 
will not pay it, and it will amount to nothing. 
The Pope has the money; and that is the last 
that the Canadian Parliament or the Canadians 
will ever see of it. 

Washington and Constitutional Relig
ious Liberty. 

THE following extract from the "History of 
the Great Republic" (pp. 528, 529), by Jesse T. 
Peck, D. D., is sent us by .a friend:-

"The Constitution of the United States was 
adopted in 1787. Immediately thereafter (March, 
1788) the Virginia Baptist General Commit
tee took up the question for discussion, whether 
the new Federal Constitution, which had now 
lately made its appearance in public, made suffi
cient provision for the secure enjoyment of relig
ious liberty. After full investigation, it was 
unanimously agreed that it did not. The 
committee then consulted with Mr. Madison as to 
what could be done in the case, who recom
mended them to address· General Washington 
upon the subject. They also sought the co-oper· 
ation of the Baptists in the other States of the 
Union, and sent out Elder John Leland as their 
representative, who secured their cordial co-oper
ation. The sixth article in the new Constitution 
read: ' No religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust under 
the United States.' In August, 1789, the Bap
tists sent a well-digested and formal address to 
Washington on the subject, by a delegation from 
their body. He pronounced their position right, 
and the next month he carried through Congress 
this amendment:. 'Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or pro
hibiting the free exercise thereof.' This is a part 
of our present Constitution. The correspondence 

on that occasion is worthy of the men whom it 
immortalizes on both sides. The Baptists said to 
Washington: 'When the Constitution first made 
its appearance in Virginia, we, as a society, had 
unusual strugglings of mind, fearing that the lib
erty of. conscience, dearer to us t.han property or 
life, was not sufficiently secured. Perhaps our 
jealousies were heightened by the usage we re
ceived in Virginia under the royal Government, 
when mobs, fines, bonds and prisons were our 
frequent repast.' To which the President re
plied: 'If I could have entertained the slightest 
apprehension that the Constitution framed by the 
convention, when I had the honor to preside, 
might possibly endanger the religious rights of 
any ecclesiastical society, certainly I would never 
have placed my signature to it, and if I could now 
conceive that the general Government might ever 
be so administered as to render the liberty of con
science insecure, I beg you will be persuaded 
that no one would be more zealous than myself to. 
establish effectual barriers against the horrors of · 
spiritual tyranny and every species of religious 
persecution.'' 

A Temperate Protest. 

THE following protest was adopted by unani
mous vote of a large congregation assembled in 
Aurora, IlL, February 3. It is temperate in its 
language, and we do not see how anybody can 
dissent from its statements without . convicting 
.himself of bigotry:- · 
To the l:Ion. Senate and H~ouse of Representatives 

of the U. 8. Congress-
The rights of conscience are inherent, inaliena

ble, above and beyond all compacts and statutes. 
They are not and cannot be subjects of legislation. 
The right of free thought, speech, and action on all 
subjects of belief, limited only by the same right 
in others, is absolute in every intelligent being. 
Any abridgement of that right, followed to its logi
cal sequences, will destroy society itself. The great 
and only object of government is the enforcement, 
not the abridgement, of personal rights. 

Religion has only to do with man's conscience. 
It is entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the State. 
It does not belong to the State to fix and enforce 
penal sanctions for the violation of laws and obliga
tions, which it did not and cannot create, or for 
which no authority is conferred. The powers of 
the United States Government are purely secular. 
The Constitution prohibits expressly the right to 
pass any law respecting the establishment of any 
form of religion. · 

We, 'the citizens, assembled in mass-meeting at 
Aurora Turner Hall, in Chicago, therefore most 
earnestly enter our protest against· the passage of 
the law entitled, "A bill to secure to the people 
the enjoyment of the first day of the week, com
monly known as the Lord's day, as a day of rest, 
and to promote its observance as a day of religious 
worship," and against the adoption of an amend
ment to the Constitution, which compels each State 
to provide for the education of all children of the 
age from 6 to 16 years, in the several branches of 
science, in virtue, morality, and in the principles 
of the "Christian religion," both of which bills 
have been introduced in the Senate of the United 
States by Senator Blair, of New Hampshire; be
cause these bills establish a certain form of relig· 
ion, by selecting and enforcing the religious ob· 
servance of a particular day, and because they 
prescribe the "Christian religion " as the standard 
of virtue, morality, and popular education. This 
would be a clear case of the exercise of powers 
not conferred by the Constitution to either House 
of our National Legislature. · 

"The early settlers came from Europe to seek 
freedom for themselves, and then inconsistently de· 
nied it to others, for fear of losing the monopoly."
&haff. 
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Is It Not Church and State? 

Tim following editorial from the Catholic Mir
ror of February 16 no doubt expresses the senti
Jnents of Catholics as well as of those Protestants 
who are clamoring for religious legislation:-

" The Catholics of this country are decidedly 
opposed to a union of Church and State. That is 
the reason they object to the arrogant attempt of 
Protestants to mould the social and educational life 
of the country on sectarian lines. It is all very 
well for the sects to divert public attention from 
their own plans by raising a hue and cry about the 
tendency of the Catholic Church to gobble up every
thing, but th~ attempt is too thin. Its transpar
ency is becommg more apparent every day to rea
sonable minds outside of the church." 

But what is this "union of Church and State" 
to which Catholics are opposed? It is revealed 
in the second sentence. They object to the mould
ing of "the social and educational life of the coun
try on sectarian lines;" that is, they object to 
making any denomination the State church-

< unless (for history past and present proves the 
fact) the State church is the Roman Catholic. 
Of course, they know that there is no pre~ent 
prospect of that church becoming the State church; 
therefore they can pose as liberalists, and talk of 
freedom of conscience. But Spain and Ecuador 
and Mexico prove that Rome does desire a union 
of the Catholic Church and State. And no sect 
is wielding a more powerful influence in politics 
to-day than that of Rome. Her liberal utterances 
are but blinds to her eternally-sought object,
the control of all power, and the extermination of: 
all heretics. 

Many Protestants are standing just where 
Rome does. If Reformed Presbyterians could rea
sonably hope tlmt their church could be made 
the State church, is it to be considered a moment 
that they would not labor earnestly for that 
object? Would it not likewise be the same with 
the gfeater part of the Lutheran and Protestant 
Episcopal Churches? The course pursued by these 
churches on the Continent and in England proves 
that they would zealously labor to make their 
church the State church. 

But neither these, nor any other Protestant de
nomination, hope for anything of this kind. It 
can be safely saiu that no one denomination will 
ever become the State church of our Federal Gov
ernment. Knowing this, these political Protest
ants say with Roman Catholics, We do not believe 
in a union of Church and State. But by this 
they always mean a union of one church1 or de
nomination, with the State. But what do they 
believe? They believe (and are working for that 
purpose) in uniting the various so-called branches 
of the Christian church, by< which they mean the 
great and popular bodies of Christendom, on ·doc
trines which are considered essential and common 
to all. These essential doctrines will be, in their 
minds, the essentials of Christianity, or the Chris
tian religion, and these churches which hold to, 
and unite upon, these essentials will be held by 
those bodies to constitute the Christian church. 

By their united power and infl.uenqe they can 
mould politics at their will. These essentials will 
become embodied in statute law, and thus will be 
formed the union of the so-called Christian church 
and State-just as much a union of Church and 
State as though it was one church connected with 
the State, and a thousand times more productive of 
evil, because more powerful. But such a combi-

.i· • 
nation would never be productive of good; for 
Christianity never needed the aid of State laws; 
they have always proved a curse to her pure and 
holy doctrines. M. c. w. 

The Abiding Sabbath and the Lord's Day 
THE $500 AND ~1,000 PRIZE ESSAYS. 

A REVIEW. 
- :=::::=a • > +<' ~ -

The above is the title of a pamphlet recently issued. In its pages the author reviews the 
two most recent and without doubt the best contributions to the defense of Sunday, popularly 
called the "Lord's Day." The first of these essays was written by Rev. George Elliott, and 
took the $soo '' Fletcher Prize,'' offered by the trustees of Dartmouth College for the best es
say on the "Perpetual Obligaxon of the Lord's Day." 

· . The other essay was written by A. E. Waffle, M. A., and was awarded a $r, ooo prize by 
the Committee of Publication of the American Sunday-school Union. 

We state thus definitely the source of the essays revi~wed that all may see their impor
tance. Certainly if there was any argument in favor f Sunday, we should expect to find it 
in these prize essays. Elder Jones in his Revi'ew tak s up their arguments and assertions, 
and shows very plainly how several times the authors ave proved what they di'd not want to 
prove at all-namely: The Seventh-day Sabbath iss ill as binding on all as when the law 
was given. · 

This Revi'ew will be read with interest and profit b all, and those who have friends that 
are interested in the Sabbath Question should see tha one of th;se pamphlets is placed in 
their hands. 

WORDS 0]" APPRO ATION. 
Elder R. A. Underwood, President Ohio Conference, say :-
"The ' Abiding Sabbath' should find its way to every h me in the land. It certainly will have a 

wide circulation. May God bless it on its mission. The quotations from Mr. Elliott's essays set forth the 
divine origin of the Sabbath, its object, universality, and inseparable relation to the moral law of ten com
mandments, of which it is a part, and its binding obligation upon all mankind ; also the clear distinction 
between the Sabbath and the ceremonial rites, or laws, in words of sublime, convincing power. Yet he, 
like all who feel it their duty to prop up the Sunday-sabbath with the fourth commandment, contrad" .•ts 
his own position. Elder: Jones has made a clean-cut, sound argument." 

Elder J. N. Lough borough, President California Conference, says:-
"I have just completed a careful reading of Elder Jones' Review. In this he attacks the main pillars 

of their argument for a Sunday-sabbath, and at the same time he gives an epitome of the argument for 
the true Bible Sabbath. He shows clearly that notwithstanding all the efforts of the $soo and $r,ooo essay 
men to establish Sunday as the Sabbath, it stands, according tg their own admissions, without any Scripture 
command, or any divine warrant. This Review clearly shows what is the true •Abiding- Sabbath,' the day 
of God's own appointment. This book of Elder Jones' should have a very wide circulation, and be read 
by all." 

176 pages, price, postpaid, 20 Cents. Address orders to 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. 
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~-<)>~!! 3fli\. 3f. -'· tuaggou~tt.~

~<®l-*··o+o··*~~ 

·~~HISTORY e REPEATS •· ITSELF1 ~: 
Because human nature is the same in all ages of the world. Hence he who would know how to avoid error 
in the future must know how errors have developed in the past. The "FATHERS OF THE CATHor,rc CHURCH'' 
shows the condition of the heathen world at the time of Christ, briefly states the principles of ancient hea
then philosophy, which was largely responsible for the immorality of that time, and shows how the adop
tion of these principles by prominent men in the church, and the incautious lowering of the standard of 
pure Christianity to accommodate the heathen element, developed the Papacy, which was simply a new 
phase of Paganism. It shows that by the time of Constantine every phase of the Papacy was fully developed, 
and was only waiting for supreme power. The chapter on 

~-<)>Sun * •Ott$flip * ani\ * Sunb:ayo(o--
rs alone worth the price of the book. 

The chapter 04 "The Apostolic Chmch" consists largely of quotations from Scripture, showing that 
grave errors both of faith and practice existed in the church even 111 the days of the apostles, so that the 
early existence of a practice proves nothing as to its correctness. 

Then a chapter is devoted to each of the Fathers, and to his writings. The Sunday argument, so far 
as it is drawn from the Fathers, is completely demolished by the citation of other testimony from them 
in favor of some of the grossest evils of the Catholic Church. 

Lastly, several chapters are devoted to "The Great Apostasy," in which are traced the logical results of 
the teachings ofthe Fathers. 

As all are constantly meeting quotations from the Fathers in behalf of Sunday. In these cases it is only 
necessary to show that the same Fathers believed in purgatory and prayers for the dead, to nullify their 
testimony. «" 

The book is printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound in cloth, with gilt side stamp, and contains 392 

pages. Price, Post Paid, $1.00. 
Address all orders to 

f&j;c {f;.ss ~fishing Gt,an~, 
O.ffKLHND, CffL~ 
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tiling of a trivial, intemperate, immoral or impure 
natur!l accepted. We reserve tile right to reject ANY 
advertiseinen t. 

Tho circulation of the AMERTOAN SENTINEl. during 
the past six months has averaged 27,935 copies per 
week. The paper goes to every State and Territory 
hi the Union, Quebec, Ontario, British Columbia, etc. 

V IEWS OFNATIONAL 

REFORM. 
(Package No, 1.) 

Tills package contains. thirteen tracts (184 pages), 
treating upon the various phases of the National Re· 
form movement, as follows: 
NO, PAGES, 

1-. Evels of Religious Legislation,.................. 8 
2. Religious Liberty, ............................. """" 8 
3. NatiO!lal Reform and the Rights of Con-

.. science, ................................................... 16 
4. The American PapacL, ............................ 16 
o. Bold and Base Avowa .............................. 16 
6. National Reform is Church and State, ....... 16 
7. Pul'ity of National Religion,..................... 8 
8, The Salem Witchcraft,................. ..... ...... 8 
9. What Think Ye of Christ?........... ............ 8 

10. National Reformed Constitution and the 
American Hierarchy, .............................. 24 

·11. The Republic ot Israel,............................. 8 
12. National Reformed Presbyterianism, ......... 32 
13. The National Reform Movement an Ail· 

surdity, .................................................. 16 
The above package will be sent post-paid to any 

a.jdress for twenty cents • 
. . address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal. 

Artistic Dress Reform. 
A Reform in Ladies• Dress is a subject 

which at present is one of gre~>.t interest to the most 
intelligent and thou~httul people of this 
and other ·countries. Ladtes will lind the best 
modes for healthf'"nl dressing in the large 
illustrated pamphlet," How to Dress Health
f'o.lly ," or dress and its relation to the health Of fe
males, published by the LADIES' DRESS REFORM' Co., 
27 BARBolllt ST., BATTLE CREEK, Mwu. Send them a 
two·cenlj.stamp for postage, and they will mail one to 
your address. 

GROWN JEWELS. 
· A beautiful book of nearly 650 pages, and 

illustrated with the finest steel engraYings. 
Prices remarkably low and discounts to agents 

la;rge. Send for circulars.and full particulars. 
PACIFIC PRESS. PUBLISHING CO., Oakland, 

Cal., General Agents for Pacific Coast. 

P:HOTOGR.APH ALBUMS. 
Large variety in .Plush and Morocco bindings. 
Prices low for first-class goods. Terms to 
agents, and catalogue, ~ent on application. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLil:!HING CO., Oakland, Cal. 

SAFETY PENCIL PO 

NEAT, CHEAP, SERVICEABLE. 

They perfectly secure pen or pencil 
in the pocket, so that it c"nnotfall ont 
when stooping. Can be easily and 
safely attaoned to ·any part of the 
clothing. A small Investment will 
prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. PRICES. 
No. 1, Russia Leather, for 2 pens 10c. 
i~o. 2, " " " 8 " 15c. 
No.8, " " metal back, 

2 pens • • • ·15c. 
No, 4, Russia Leather, metal back, 

3 pens, • • • 20o. 
No. 5, Seil.l Skin, for 2 pens, • 16c. 
No. 6, " " " 3 u 25c. 
No, 7, Russia Leather, for 4 pens, 25c. 

Sent by mall on receipt of price. We 
guarantee these pockets SUPERIOR 
IN EVERY PARTICULAR to similar 
styles formerly sold and still offeTed at 
much higher prices. Address, 

PAOIFIO PRESS PUBLISHING Co., 
Oakland, Cal. 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

A SIXTEEN-PAGE 
RELIGIOUS FAMILY JOURNAL, 

Published Weekly, in tlte Interest of the 
International Tract Society. 

This journal is devoted to expositions of prophecy 
and the dissemination of general Biblical knowledge. 
Its contents are of tho most varied kind, the depart· 
ments embracing Editorial and General Artwles, 
Health and Temperance, Home Circle, Sabbath
school, Missionary, and Secular and Religious News. 

Among expository journals it takes the lead, both 
in quality and quantity of matter. It hasfroved of 
unusual interest toits tens of thousands o readers, 
who everywhere ptonounce it a live religious paper; 
a reliable expositor of Scripture; and a household 
journal, the contents of which are pure and elevating. 

Terms, per year, $2.00. Three months trial sub
scription, for 60 cents. Send for free sample copy, 
~d circular. Address, 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT 
AND RELIGION. 

By A. T. Jones, one of the Editors of the American Sentinel. 

SCBIPTUBAL, LOGICAL, PLAIN AND POBCIBLE. 
This important work shows clearly the relation that should exist between Church and 

State, at the present time, '.IS proven by the Bible and history of the past twenty-five 
centuries. 

Chap. I distinguishes between "What Is Due to God and What to Crosar ; " Chap. II 
shows for what purpose ''The Powers that Be" are ordained ; Chap. III outlines vividly 
the relation that existed between "Christianity and the Roman Empire i '' Chap. IV ably 
discusses" The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and those Who Are 
Making It ; " Chap. Y unmasks " Religious Legislation," calling special attention to the 
Blair Sunday Bill now pending in Congress ; Chap. VI is devoted to " The Sunday-law 
Movement in the Fourth Century, and Its Parallel in the Nineteenth." 

These and other topics of equal interest make this treatise INDISPENSABLE TO EVHRY 
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NoTE.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that· it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

A LETTER containing a draft for $500 to be 
used in placing the AMERICAN SENTINEL before 
leading men of intelligence, was one of the items 
of our mail last week. To say that we appreciate 
such items would be a mild statement. In this 
instance the gift shows the moro3 devotion to the 
cause which the SENTINEL advocates, because 
the man was disabled in the war, and the money 
is part of a back pension that he received. How 
many others are there who have similar ~evotion 
to the cause? 

ON the first page of "Sunday Laws and Sun
day Liberty," a document published by the New 
York Sabbath ,Committee, occurs the following 
paragraph:-

"Our Sunday laws grew out of the observance 
of the Lord's day, which the earliest colonists 
brought with them to these shores, and which was 
deeply rooted in their religious convictions." 

Exactly; and thus the very argument upon 
which the Sunday-law people depend most, to 
prove that Sunday is an American, and therefore 
a civil, institution, shows that it is un-American 
and wholly religious. Sunday laws are laws re
specting. an establishment of .!eligion, and they 
are nothing else. Thus the Blair Sunday-Rest 
bill is in direct opposition to the first amendment 
to the Constitution. 

"Civil Government and Religion." 

THAT the two have nothing to do with each 
other, except for each to leave the other alone to 
do its own work in its own way, and that any in
terference of the one with the other invariably 
leads to bad results, is what is clearly shown in a 
pamphlet of 176 pages, with the above title, 
written by Alonzo T. Jones, of the AMERICAN SEN
TINEL. The little book is the outgrowth of sev
erallectures delivered in Minneapolis, in October, 
1888. Much interest was awakened by the lect
ures at the time, and many requests were made 
for them to be furnished in such shape that they 
could be studied. Accordingly they were written 
out from the short-hand notes, revised and ex
panded, and the result is something that will 
well repay careful study. Following is the com
plete tables of contents:-

CHAPTER 1.-WHAT Is DuE TO GoD, AND 
WHAT TO CJESAR ?-Moral Law and Civil Law 
Compared-Sin and Crime Defined-God the 
only Moral Governor-The Principle Expressed 
by Christ is the Principle Embodied in the Amer
ican Constitution. 

CHAPTER 2.:-THE POWERS THAT BE.-An 
Exposition of Romans 13:1 by Examples from 
Holy Writ-How Earthly Governments are Or
dained of God-The Powers of Rulers Limited 
by the Will of the People. 

CHAPTER 3.-THE GosPEL OF LIBERTY.
The Roman Religion Exalted the Power of the 
State-The Rites of the Roman Worship-Mar
tyrs to Roman Power. 

CHAP.TER 4.-THE RELIGIOUS ATTACK UPON 
THE UNITED STATES ·CoNSTITUTION, AND TnosE 

WHo ARE MAKING IT.-PRoPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO THE CoNSTITUTION, RESPECTING THE EsTAB-

. LISHMENT OF RELIGION AND FREE PUBLIC 
ScHOOLs....:. Its Fallacy Exposed-Quotations from 
National Reformers-What They Want to See in 
Our Government. 

CHAPTER 5.-RELIGIOUS LEGISLATION.-The 
Proposed Religious Amendment to the Constitu
tion-The Amendment Arraigned-What Would 
Be the Result ofits Becoming a Law-The Amend
ment Unconstitutional and Antichristian. 

CHAPTER 6.-THE SuNDAY LAw MoVEMENT 
IN THE FOURTH CENTURY, AND ITS pARALLEL 
IN THE NINETEENTH.-The Development of the 
Papacy-The Papacy a False Theocracy-Con
stantine's Sunday Law-The Church Secures the 
Aid of the State to Enforce It-;--Resulted in the 
Inquisition-The Present Demand for a Theoc
racy-The Power of the State Sought for the Sup
port of Religion-What Will be Sacrificed to Se
cure It. 

CHAPTER 7.-THE ·woRKINGs OF A SuNDAY 
LAw.-Th~ Arkansas Cases-The Supreme Court 
Decision-Repeal of the Law-Some Facts 
Worthy of Notice in the Arkansas Indictment. 

In four appendices are given some statements 
of prominent citizens of Arkansas in regard to 
the workings of the Arkansas Sunday law; 
the Blair bill, with the changes desired by the 
American Sabbath Union; the Declaration· of In
dependence; and the Constitution of the United 
States. 

From the above it will be seen that the book 
is packed full of live matter, and that it 
covers a wide range of thought. Those who wish 
to become intelligent in regard to the working of 
so-called National Reform, should secure this 
book. Jt is absolutely unanswerable, and noNa
tional Reformer will ever attempt to answer it. 
If one should, he would find in chapter 7 -"The 
Workings of' a Sunday Law"-somethlng that 
would puzzle him to explain away. We com
mend that chapter in particular to those who are 
inclined to plead or apologize for Sunday laws 
of any kind whatever. This chapter is no fancy 
sketch, but is simply a presentation of hard facts 
which may be verified by the court records. 

Get the book and read it, and see that each 
one of' your friends has a copy. Price, 25 cents. 
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal., 
or 43 Bond Street, N. Y. 

THE Pewrl of Days says:-

" The first section of a freight train on the Penn
sylvania Railroad, stopped at the east end of the 
Raritan River Bridge, in New Brunswick, N. J., 
Sunday morning, February 24, when the second 
section crashed into it. One engine, a caboose, 
and seven cars were wrecked. The cars were 
burned, with their contents, of general merchandise. 
The pecuniary loss is heavy. Sunday trains are 
not remunerative in any case. When will railroad 
officers awake to the fact?" 

What nonsense! The American Sabbath Un
ion must be hard pressed for argument. One 
not acquainted with facts, would gather from 
that that Sunday railroad trains are invariably 
wrecked, and would naturally infer that railroad 
trains are exempt from accident on other days 
than Sunday. Railroad accidents are never re
munerative, but they are no more liable to occur 
one day in the week than another. Even grant
ing that the Lord has a special regard for Sun
day, the Sunday folks should know that he 
doesn't settle up his accounts once a week. Sun
day railroad trains are as remunerative as those 
of any other day. 

· Annual Meeting. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the annual meeting of 
the Society of the Seventh-day Adventist Church of 
Oakland will be held Wednesday, AprilS, 1889, at 
half-past seven o'clock P. :r.r., at the house of wor
ship of said society, S. E. corner 'l'welfth ·and Brush 
Streets, in the city of Oakland, Cal. The object of 
the meeting is the election of a Board of five Trus
tees, and the transaction of such other business as 
may be presented. W. N. GLENN, Sec. 

Oakland, 'March 20, 1889, 

Notice to Subscribers. 

A FEW hundred subscriptions expire with this issue of the 
SENTINEL. Please examine the address label on your paper 
this week and see if your time is out or will expire soon. Our 
terms are cash in advance, so please renew at 011ce and tbus 
avoid missing any numbers. Price, $1.00 per year, or if you 
send us jive subscriptions at $1.00 each, we will send you the 
weekly AMERICAN SENTINEL one year free. 

The time of those who subscribed for the monthly paper, and 
whose date on the address label reads June, 89, expires with 
the weekly issue of March 27; those of July, 89, with weekly issue 
of AprillO; those of August, 89, with Aprll24; of September, on 
May 8; of October, on May 22; of November, on June 5; and of 
December, on June 26, This closes up all the old monthly sub· 
scriptions. 

The Atonement. 

AMONG other-vital doctrines of the Bible which have to-'o 
battle for their existence in the cultured and religious world of 
to-day, none is more important than that of the atonement. 
How God can be "just and the justifier of him that believeth in 
Jesus," is what many candid, intelligent, reasoning minds can 
not comprehend, especially in the light of what is represented 
as the atonement by many theologians of to-day. Logical 
minds demand consistency, and the loose theories of the present 
are 'Utterly inconsistent. Some follow a theory to it:;; conclusion 
and become Universalists. Other theories force men to become 
ultra-Calvinists or to reject the atonement entirely; and they 
generaHy reject the atonement. The true theory leads to no 
such conclusion. As the atonement is the great central doc
trine, or rather that which comprehends all doctrines of the 
Bible, a proper understanding of it is necessary in order that 
the many winds of doctrine in these lllllt days do not unsettle 
faith in the word of God. 

Among the many works written on this subject, no one sets 
it forth more clearly than" The Atonement in the Light of Nat· 
ure and the Revelation," by J. H. Waggoner. The arguments 
made are so clear and logical that all may comprehend them; 
at the same time, they stimulate thought, and lead the mind 
into unexplored fields not less fruitful than delightful, as the 
plan of man's redemption-the bringing "'f nian into at-one. 
ment with God-is developed by the author. Some of its 
chapter headings are as follows: (Part I) Comparison of Nature 
and Morality, The Moral System, Requirements of the Moral 
System; (Part II) Principles of the Divine Government, Sin ann 
Its Penalty, Justification and Obedience, What the Atonement 
Is, The Judgment, Redemption. Added to these sixteen chap· 
ters are two appendices, illustrating and amplifying Justification 
by Grace, and comparing, or contrasting, the teachings of Con
fucius and Mahomet with the gospel of Christ. It is a book 
which every minister, and which everyone who wish~s to be
come intelligent in the Scriptures, ought to have. The positions 
taken in Part I on the atonement in the light of nature, have 
been commended by eminent jurists who have examined them. 
The work can be procured at this office, or at the office of Pacific 
Press Publishing Co., 43 Bond Street, N. Y. Price, $1.00. 

WANTED.-Salesmen for Cram's Superior U. S. and World 
Map, State maps, charts, etc. They sell rapidly because tbe 
people need them, want them, and will have them. Com
mission very liberal. For terms and territory, address their 
general agent, A. K. ATTEBERRY, Keen ville, Ill. 

.!~@"'SIXTY assorted back numbers (four different 
dates) of the American SentineZ sent post-paid for $1. 
Just the paper to hand to your nelghbor or mail to 
a friend. All about the National Reform movement, 
the Sunday question, the Blair bills, etc. 
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THE following words of Dr. T. L. Cuyler ex
press the position of the AMERICAN SENTINEL 
precisely:-

" With the Woman's Temperance Union I am 
in the warmest sympathy, and constantly de
lightful co-operation. Nowhere arc they more 
cordially welcomed than in my church. But I 
firmly believe that their true province is in earnest, 
efi'ective Christian labor, and the less they have to 
do with partisan politics, the better." 

THE beauties of an established religion are 
illustrated in the following clipping from the 
New York Independent of January 31, 1889:-

"A catechism prepared by the Rev. F. A. Gace, 
Anglican vicar of Great Darling, England, and 
widely circulated, contains the following:--

"'In what light ought we to consider dissenters'? 
-As heretics. 

'''Is their worship a laudable service ?-No; 
their worship is idolatrous. 

"'Is dissent a great sin?-Yes; it is in direct 
opposition to our duty to God. 

"'Wiry have not dissenters been 'excommuni
cated ?-Because the law of the land does not 
allow the wholesome law of the church to be acted 
on. 

'"Is it wicked to enter a. meeting-house ?-Most 
assuredly.'" 

--------~··~-------

THE Christian Oynosttre, after noting the fact 
that President Harrison has laid down a strict 
rule that there shall be no work at the ·white 
House on Sunday, and that he has secured a sit
ting in each of the three Presbyterian churches 
of Washington, says: "All this gives us hope that 
the present administration will not only contra
dict the bad auspices attending the inauguration, 
but give substantial aid_ to the effort now being 
made to restore the Sabbath-day to its place 
among the people." It is also pleased to note 
that nearly all the members' of the Cabinet are 
Presbyterians. Now no one can question the 
right of President Harrison to abstain from labor 
on Sunday, and to say that no work shall be done 
at the White House on that day. Neither has 
anybody a right to find fault wit):J. Mr. W ana
maker £or going to Philadelphia every week to 
take charge of his Sunday-school class. He has 
as much right to do that as another man has to 
go fishing on Sunday. But neither the one nor 
the other has any right to say how the people at 
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large shall observe the day. They have no power 
to say that the people of the Ui1ited States shall 
conform to their private habits; and for the 
Gynosttre to expect anything of the kind shows 
that the mania for the enforcement of Sunday ob-. 
servance tends to drive all·idea of justice out of 
one's mind. Sunday observance and Sunday 
legislation originated under a despotism, and they 
cannot be so far disassociated from their origin as 
to make them compatible with a republican f(mn 
of Government. 

TH~ Virginia correspondent of the St. Louis 
Christian Advocate, in his letter to that paper of 
March 13, deplores the disregard of Suuday by 
the Post-office Department, and says: "State laws 
requiring cessation from 9rdinary labor on the 
Sabbath are supposed to have·no application to 
persons engaged in handling or transporting mail. 
Uncle Sam, or the Postmaster-General, seems to 
be the Lord of the Sabbath for Amei'ica." Well, 
why shouldn't he be? Who should be the lord 
of"the American Sabbath," except those at the 
head of the Government? They want "Uncle 
Sam" to make laws for Sunday observance, and 
so he must be its lord. And when professed 
Christians depend upon the Government, whether 
of this or any other country, to enforce religious 
practices, they thereby acknowledge that those re
ligious customs have no higher authority than the 
civil power, and that the god they worship is a 
god of their own making. 

THE Union Signal of February 28 says that 
"on February 12 the Kansas State Senate passed, 
by a vote of 26 to 9, a bill to lower the age of 
protection to girls from 18 to 12 years.'' 

'Vhat reason any man could ever offer in sup
port of any such a bill as that we cannot im
agine, unless it be his own wish to have it so. 
And when such a bill as that can be passed by 
the Kansas Legislature it is high time that the 
people of Kansas were taking some steps for the 
protection of their daughters from .the members 
of their Senate. The Signal says that the presi
dent of the State "'.V. C. T. U. has sent out a plea 
to all her Unions to immediately forward a pro
test to the House of Representatives to prevent 
its passage there. In view of the vote in the 
Senate on the bill, this action to defeat its pas
sage in the House is probably necessary; but 
when such action as that is necessary to protect 
the girls of Kansas from attacks by the Legis
lature of that State, what can the State be com
ing to? Kansas has justly prided herself upon 
her prohibition record. Is it possible that she 
is going' to allow herself to be so shamefully dis
graced before the eyes of all civilized people? 
It is impossible for us fitly to express our abhor
rence of this act of the Kansas Senate. Language 
is impotent in the presence of such infamy. 

NUMBER 12. 

The Enforcement of Idleness. 

IN the New York Independent of January 31, 
Dr. John Hall publishes an article on" T~e Bad 
Elements inN ew York Life." Among the first of 
these he names "idlers and adventurers of the 
city." He says:-

"They come from all parts of this continent and 
various portions of Europe and crowd into the city. 
. . . As Satan ·proverbially finds mischief for 
idle hands, the mischief these idlers do implies 
companions." 

We have no complaint to find with Dr. Hall's 
article in itsel£ But New York is not alone in 
this; it is on I y one amongst the great cities of the 
land upon this question. But there is another 
question that hangs upon this. It is true that 
the chiefest of all the bad elements in our large 
cities are the idlers and adventurers; and idle
ness is the root of it all. But we well know that 
Dr. John Hall is enlisted in a national movement 
to enforce more idleness. What we mean is that 
Dr. John Hall is one of the men who are work
ing for a National Sunday law to compel men to 
be idle the whole of Sunday ,every week in the 
year:. This can end only in multiplying the 
evil of the bad elements of the large cities. 
Springing from idleness now, which is entirely 
voluntary idleness, and being as bad as it is, what 
will it not be when the Nation shall be brought 
to the support of it by compelling everybody to 
be idle one-seventh of ihe time? It is well known 
that the evil of the great cities is the basis of 
much of the argument in behalf of Sunday laws. 
But as this evil of the cities springs chiefly from 
idleness, how can the evil be anything else than 
vastly increased by enforced idleness, to whatever 
extent it may be? How can the evils of idleness 
be cured by the enforcement of more idleness? 
In replying, about a year ago, to the demand of 
some of the Sunday-law preachers for more strin
gent Sunday laws to check the tide of Sunday evil, 
the Cincinnati Commercial Gazette ,;aid :-

"They declare Sunday the moral ruin of the peo
ple. They prove it by a.lleged statistics of crim
inal prosecutions to show that more crimes of vio
lence are committed on Sundav than on all oth0r 
days of the week. Why is thi;? Because the sa
loons are open? They are open on other days. 
This reduces them to the sole reason that it is be
cause it is a day of idleness. 

"Their argument is absolutely destructive to the 
beneficence of the custom of a rest-day. They con
tinually affirm that a Sabbath-day is the very foun
dation of religion, morals, and society, and they as 
incessantly de.lare that the custom of Sunday ces
sation from work in the cities has made it a day of 
moral ruin. What is their recourse from the de
struction which they charge upon the day of idle
ness?-To"inake statutes more stringent,,to enforce 
ldteness. Arguing that idleness on that day leads 
mankind to moral ruin, they call for a more rigid 
enforcement of idleness; to lead mankii1d to the 
ways of salvation. 



90 THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

"Surely there is need to revise their basis in sea
son before they can proceed rationally in legisla
tion. Selling beer is no more a sin on Sunday than 
on other days. The reasJn why more crimes of 
violence ar,e done on Sunday than on other days
if that is a'fact-is not that the saloons are open, 
but that men are idle. The good of a day of rest 
for the toilers has to be taken with the draw
back of this unavoidable evil from idleness and in
dulgence of the appetites. The cause is the cessa
tion of labor." 

This argument is perfectly sound. And further: 
When the State enforces a day of idleness it 
subjects men to the penalties of fine and perhaps 
imprisonment for following their perfectly honest 
and laudable occupations on that day, while if 
they will only remain idle, they may gamble orca
rouse, and run hither and thither in almost any 
reckless way with perfect immunity. Such an act 
on the part of the State at once relegates honest 
occupations to the realm of crime, and puts a pre
mium upon idleness and recklesshess. No such 
thing can ever be done with safety to civil so
ciety. The following words of the California Su
preme Court of 1858 are aptly appropriate just 
here:-

" When we come to inquire what reason can be 
given for the claim of power to ena:ct a Sunday 
law, we are told, looking at it in its purely civil 
aspects, that it is absolutely necessary for the ben
efit of man's health and the restoration of his pow
ers, and in aid of this great social. necessity, the 
Legislature may, for the general convenience, set 
apart a particular day of rest, and require its ob
servance by all. 

"This argument is founded on the assumption 
that mankind are in the habit of working too 
much, and thereby entailing ·evil upon society; 
and that. without compulsion, they will not seek 
the necessary repose which their exhausted natures 
demand. This is to us a new theory, and is con
tradicted by the history of the past and tlie obser
vation of the present. We have heard, in all ages, 
of declamations and reproaches against the vice of 
indolence; but we have yet to learn that there has 
ever been any general complaint of an intemperate, 
vicious, unhealthy, or morbid industry. On the 
contrary, we know that mankind seeks cessation 
from toil from the natural influences of self-preser
vation in the same manner and as certainly as 
they seek slumber, relief from pain, or food to ap
pease their hunger." 

Some may say that this argument reflects upon 
the wisdom of the Creator in appointing a Sab
bath-day, and commanding that upon it there 
shall be no work. But it does not. God com
mands men to do no work on the Sabbath, for a 

purpose;.,the purpose of setting apart the Sab-
bath as a day to himself in which no work shall 
be done is that men shall worship the Creator 
and honor him as such. And in the worship of 
God and the holy sanctions with which he has 
surrounded the Sabbath, there are compensations 
which more than c~unter-balance that which 
would otherwise be idleness. In appointing the 
Sabbath, and commanding men to observe it and 
perform acts of worship in his honor, God in no 
way either enforces or promotes or sanctions idle
ness. The benefits which the Sabbath, with its 
worship and its holy sanctions, brings to men 
makes it anythi~g but a day of idleness, and can 
never tend in any degree to idleness. 

And right here! those who are working for 
what they call Sabbath laws, to compel men to 
<1o no \vork on a certain day, are brought into a 
dilemma. For, for the State to attempt to compel 
men to do no work during one 'whole.:lay of the 
week can be nothing else than to enforce idleness, 
because the State never can furnish those holy 
sanctions which belong with the Sabbath of God, 

and which alone prevent it from being a day 
of idleness. And as "Satan always finds some
thing for idle hands to do," as idleness is only a 
root of wickedness, any such effort on the part of 
the State is only to sanction wickedness and to 
multiply the elements of evil. Either this, or 
else the State is compelled to try to supply the 
compensations which God has attached to his Sab
bath, and compel men to observe it religiously, 
and as a holy day. But any attempt to enforce
religious observances only makes hypocrites, and 
multiplies sin, because love for God is essential to 
every act of religious duty. For .a man to pre
tend to render obedience or homage to God when 
he has no love for God in his heart, only dishon
ors God, and does violence to man's own nature. 
For anybody to obey God or perform· religious 
observances from interested motives is sin; and 
for the State to exert its power to compel men to 
act religiously and to honor God, does force them 
to act from interested motives, and, consequently, 
is only to compel them to commit sin. 

But hypo0risy and sin increased and multiplied 
by the exertion of national power, can end only 
in ruin, and that in a little while. Therefore, it 
is only at its peril that the State can ever enforce 
the observance of a Sabbath. For to enforce it 
without its religious sanctions is only to enforce 
idleness, which can only end in more wicked
ness; and for the State to attempt to sup
ply the religious sanctions is only to enforce hy
pocrisy, mnltiply sin, and so increase unto more 
ungodliness. Therefore the sum of the whole 
matter is, as we have stated often, and as we have 
proved from the direct statement of Scripture, that 
civil government can never of right have any
thing to do with the observance or non-observance 
of the Sabbath. 

Dr. Hall, in naming idlers as the first of the 
bad elements in our large cities, makes an un
answerable argument against his own effort to Ee
cure Sunday laws and their enforcement. 

A. T.J. 

What They Have to Meet. 

THE Christian Statesman of March 14 has 
considerable correspondence from the Pacific 
Coast, to which it calls special attention. Its 
California correspondence is all about the Sun
day l~w which did.n't materialize. One corre
spondent who writes from the Senate Chamber at 
Sacramento, gives a very fair account of the 
effort made by the Woman's Christian Temper
ance Union, et al., to secure such a law, and of 
the reception which the bill met in the Senate. 

After speaking of the defeat of the bill, and 
the determination of its friends to keep up the 
strugglE>, he says:-

,,The best organized and most consistent opposi
tion ofthis work is that of Seventh-day Advent
ists. They present arguments in a way that com
mends them to the minds of many men. The 
following conversation illustrates the arguments 
they use:-

" QuesUon-'Why do you Adventists so strenu
ously oppose the passage of laws against allowing 
saloons, prize-fights, gambling-houses, etc., to be 
conducted on Sunday-take the present bill for 
illustration?' 

'•Answm·--•We don't oppose closing them up on 
Sunday. Close them up every day in the week, 
and then they will be closed up on Sunday.' 

"Q.-' But isn't it a partial victory to get them 
closei up on one day of the week?' 

"A.-' No, not any more than it would be to 
have a law against mnrder or stealing ·;•1 Sunday. 
A law stopping them only on Sunday, is a law 1 

tacitly admitting them to be right on other days. 
It gives these places that ruin our children ap
pearance of respectability-and apparent sanction 
of the law-and it makes them worse than they 
were before. It is on the principle of high license 
-one of the devil's most delusive traps.' 

"Q.-' But do not Christians have a right to be 
protected in their worship on Sunday?' 

"A.-' Most assuredly they have. We have no 
Sunday law in this State now, yet Christians are 
protected in their wor-ship. It was only the other 
day, as you know, one man in San Francisco was 
sentenced to an imprisonment of fifty days, and 
another to an imprisonment of thirty days, for dis
turbing a meeting on Sunday. Laws should pro
tect all in their religious observances, but compel 
none.' 

'' Q.-' But why do you oppose Sunday laws 
when Sabbatarians are exempt.ed? ' 

"A.-' Because a pe1·son has a right to refrain 
from resting just as much as he has a right to rest. 
We are opposed for the same reason we would be 
opposed to laws compelling everybody to worship 
Christ, except those who conscientiously worship 
some other deity. Laws cannot of right interfere 
with an individual's rights, either positively or 
negatively. 'fhe infidel has a right to life, liberty, 
nnd the pursuit of happiness just as much as a 
Christian. Says our Constitution: '·All men are 
created equal.'' I wouldn't aF<k for an exemption 
clause. If the laws are right it is wrong to exempt. 
There should never any exemption be made to a 
just law.' 

"These are the arguments that have to be met. 
The Adventists are just about as obstinate as the 
traditional Quaker; and their views on religious 
liberty are quite similar. An Adventist would go 
to jail and stay there indefinitely before he would 

, pay what he considers to be an unjust fine. TheRe 
facts and arguments are particulal'ly responsible 
·for the course just taken by the Legislature of Cali
fornia.'' 

With the exception of attributing to the Con
stitution the language of the Declaration of In
dependence, we do not see what fault can be 
found with this statement. If it were not for that 
error, we should be tempted to think that the 
writer is not a National Reformer; but his evi
dent unfamiliarity with the great charter of 
American liberty shows him to be one. lfow
ever, if those are the arguments which have to 
be met against Sunday laws, it is certain that 
National Reformers have a big job on hand. 
Unfortunately they don't meet them. They dodge 
them every time. In that same issue of the States
man is an instance of how such arguments are 
ignored. But nevertheless the Stateffman has for 
once gjven its readers a good sample of the jus
tice of the opposition, and of sound reason. Its 
failure to answer those arguments, and the fact 
that it is fully committed to a course which is 
opposed to so reasonable a position, shows at once 
the weakness and the iniquity of its own course. 

A Difficulty. 

-MR. CRAFTS and the American Sabbath Union 
have the thing very nicely arranged in regard to 
Sunday mails in cases of sickness. The original 
Sunday-Rest bill allowed letters to be delivered 
on Sunday if it was certified on the face of the 
envelope that the matter within concerned the 
health, life, or decease of any person; but this 
was omitted from the revi,sed bill as unnecef)Sary, 
on the ground that the telegraph would answer 
every purpose. But in a speech in ~etroit, Mich., 
February 11, before a meeting of the Evangelical 
Alliance, Mr. H. B. Ledyai·d, President of the 
Michigan Central Railroad, made a point which 
might not be so easily disposed of. Said he:-

" The absolute cessation of Sunday work would 
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not be practicable, or, if practicable, might not, 
perhaps, be wtse. It would in many cases entail 
suffering, and perhaps loss. If one of you \should 
be called to-morrow to California on account of 
the severe illness of some member of your family. 
you ce.rtainly would not feel very kindly toward 
the railroad company that might land you in 
Ogden Saturday night, and keep you there until 
Monday morning-." 

Perhaps Mr. Crafts and his fellows would say 
that this is an instance where the few would have 
to suffer for the benefit of the many; but if he 
himself were one of the few, we imagine that he 
would at once begin to learn what that meaneth, 
"I will have mercy, and not sacrifice." As a 
National Reformer once said to us, " There are 
a gopd many perplexing things in connection 
with this matter." We suggest that the easiest 
way out is to allow the Lord to run his affairs in 
his own way. 

God in the Constitution. 

UNDER the above heading the Ron. John L. 
Rupe contributes to the Richmond (Ind.) Tele
gram, February 21, 22, quite an extended and 
critical exposition of the National Reform move
n'ient. On the general principles it is sound, al
though the author has fallen into the error of 
thinking .that Sunday laws may to a certain ex
tent be defended on civil grounds. With this one 
exception, the whole paper is excellent, and we 
shall make two or three other articles from it be
sides the following:-

The principal reason for the amendment of 
the Constitution as demanded by the National 
Reform Association, and declared by those rec
ognized by the association as speaking authorita
tively upon the sul~ject, are:-

1. That this is in fact a Christian Nation, and 
that our written Constitution, being the people's 
highest expression, should embody and declare 
their true sentiment. That as a large majority 
of the people in fact recognize God as the source 
of all power, the Lord Jesus Christ as the ruler 
of Nations, and the revealed will of God as of 
supreme authority in civil affairs, therefore, our 
organic law should contain explicitly such dec
laration and recognition, and the omission therein 
is a national sin against God, for which the N a
tion will be held accountable; and that to allow 
this condition to remain, is to subject the Nation 
to constant danger from the divine wrath or from 
the withholding of the divine blessing and favor. 

2. That the omission by the authors of the 
Constitution of the substance of the declarations, 
which it is now claimed should be added by 
amendment, was due to the influence of infidelity 
and irreligion, which prevailed to a marked de
gree at the period of its adoption; that this con
dition was temporary and no longer exists, and 
that the mistake in the omission influenced by 
the condition should now be corrected by the 
adoption of a suitable amendment. It is but 
fair to say that not all the advocates of amend
ment approve tl1is argument. 

3. That the absence of any recognition in the 
Constitution of the divine sovereignty, or of the 
revealed will of God as of supreme authority in 
civil affairs, gives a basis for th,!:l claim by those 
of the people who are opposed tp Christianity, 
that the Nation, viewed as a civil Government, is 
not a Christiarl. Nation; and that there is no 
warrant in our organic law for the enactment of 
laws for the observance of the Sabbath; for the 

use of the Bible and religious teaching in the 
public schools; or for any laws with a purpose 
to regulate moral conduct in conformity with the 
di,.vine law. That such an amendment is nec
essary now, in order that laws of the character 
indicated may be placed upon an undeniable 
legal basis. 

The first reason stated, or argument presented, 
in favor of amendment of the Constitution, viz., 
that this is a Christian Nation in fact, and that 
the Constitution should be made to conform to 
the fact, etc., etc., does not appear to rest upon 
any very substantial basis. The inere statement 
of the argument tends strongly to exclude every
thing contemplated by it above a religious senti
ment. The argument that God will hold the 
people of the Nation accountable for failure to 
formally declarj3 their dependence upon him, and 
recognize formally his supreme authority in all 
civil affairs, as a national sin, when, as the argu
ment assumes, the people constitute a Christian 
Nation in fact, does not strongly commend itself 
to the reason and judgment of men. Indeed, it 
seems as fallacious as that the substance should 
not be regarded as of importance until the shadow 
should be drawn to it. 

The argument appears at variance with recog
nized truth as to the divine character. Our 
teaching is that God in his omniscience sees what
ever may be in the hearts of men, whether openly 
professed or declared or not. If we. have not 
that which we profess, God knows us as hypo
crites, and if we have that within us which is 
pleasing in his sight, the declaration of it is not 
essential. Every man who is a Christian in fact 
professes Christ before the world, not by declara
tion of the lips, but by living" always in obedience 
to the divine law; and thus he fulfills the measure 
of his duty. So itis that a Nation which is a 
Christian Nation in fact will give evidence of it 
in the organic principles upon which it rests, by 
the spirit which pervades its laws, and by its 
public acts and observances. The acts of the 
individual indicate his character; the acts of the 
Nation indicate the national character; by their 
acts are their characters judged, and not by pro
fession or declaration. 

By suggestiug that the character of the Nation 
must be sought in its organic principles and 
national life, and not in its declarations, I would 
not be understood as conceding the assumption in 
the argument under consideration, that a Nation 
is accountable to God for neglect of religious 
observance, as an individual might be. I think 
the proposition assumed must be denied. Civil 
government depends for the exercise of its func
tions upon human agencies; the officer exercising 
civil power does not cast the sin he may commit 
therein upon the State; the accountability is 
personal. God does not view human beings as 
American, Frenchmen, or Russians. National 
distinctions· and characteristics rise no higher 
than human affairs. All men in the economy of 
God's universe are leveled to a common plane of 
personal accom1tability; hence it is a solecism to 
say that a Nation, a soulless thing, existing only 
in legal fiction, is held accountable to God for sin 
which is in its essence personal. This first ar
gument considered must, I think, be regarded as 
evasive of the real issue and not intended to 
comprehend in its. scope the real questions in
volved. I think it may be assumed that if it 
was· sought to amend the Constitution by placing 
in it an explicit recognition of God and his 
supreme authority in civil affairs, as an expi'es-

sion of the religious sentiment of the people, and 
no other purpose was declared or foreshadowed 
by its advocates, the proposition would meet no 
serious opposition. This consideration, however, 
h~s not been the real cause which h~ts moved the 
advocates of the measure. The real cause has 
its origin in a different motive and in a different 
spirit, as I shall attempt to show in another con
nection. 

Sunday Laws and Temperance. 

BY the above heading we do not mean to imply 
that Sunday laws and temperance have anything 
in common, or that they have any connection, for 
they do not. w:e have had some sharp discus
sions with friends that thought we ought not to 
pronounce wholesale eondemnation on Sunday 
laws, but ought to work for, or at least not an
tagonize, laws prohibiting the selling of liquor on 
Sunday. But the more we see of the Sunday-law 
argument, the more convinced we are that no 
more vicious law could be passed than a so-called 
temperance Sunday law. All such laws are de
signed solely to exalt the Sunday above other 
days, but they do also exalt the liquor traffic to a 
place of respectability. We have lately come 
across a little tract on the subject, which shows 
this more plainly than anything we have ever 
before seen. 

The tract in question is entitled, "Through the 
Side Door." It is published by the "New York 
Sabbath Committee," and purports to have been 
written by a working-woman. At the top of 
the first page of the tract, the following statement 
appears: "This paper received the prize of fifty 
dollars for the best essay on Sunday Liquor Sell
ing, by a working man or woman." This shows 
that the argument is considered an extra good 
one. 

As a matter of fact, and as might be expected, 
the tract contains no argument whatever. It is 
simply a story, whether of real or fictitious occur
rences is not stated. The lady represents herself 
as having been employed in a library just across 
the street from a saloon, where she could see all 
that went on. Moreover, the bartender was a 
patron of the library, and with him she had fi·e
quent talks. In the first conversation the young 
man told how he was forced, by lack of employ
ment, to engage in the saloon business. After 
stating that he was obliged to tend bar or starve, 
the following dialogue occurred:-

"Working-woman-Could not these same argu
ments be used just as well by a man who, from be
ing out of money, had taken to house breaking or 
highway robbery? · 

"Bartender-Perhaps they might, and most men 
would feel justified in doing either of those things 
rather than starve. But you must remember that 
those avocations are not lawful businesses, as ours 
is. 

":Working-woman-Except when you sell on 
Sunday."' 

There you have-it. In this tract, issued for 
the purpose of arousing public sentiment in 
favor of Sunday laws, and against the saloon, the 
liquor traffic is plainly declared to be lawful and 
right on any day but Sunday. 

But this is not all. After describing the build
ing owned by Mr. Rorkle, for whom the young 
man tended bar, and speaking of the side door, 
she says:-

"Now w~ knew, and all the neighbors knew, that 
despite the law, many customers of the bar-room 
came through this door every Sunday, and pro
cured'drinks just as easily as upon any other day. 
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Men went into the door with natural complexion 
and demeanor, and came out flushed and excited; 
they went in with sedate expression and firm step, 
and came out with dazed and vacant look and un
steady limbs. We and the other neighbors all 
were perfectly cognizant of how the laws of the 
land (and higher laws beside) were violated every 
Sunday, over at that corner, and yet none of us 
liked to become an informer." 

, There it is again. Of course it is understood 
that there was a law against selling liquor on 
Sunday, and none against selling it on other days 
of the week, but we challenge anybody to show 
that the whole tenor of that paragraph does not 
go to support the idea that it is the day that 
makes the business wrong. Doubtless she and 
her neighbors saw the same scenes enacted every 
day, if they looked for them on any other day; 
they must have seen men go in sober and come 
out intoxicated and silly; but it didn't disturb 
them on any day but Sunday. The tract makes 
mention of 1\fr. Rorkle, telling what a fine, law
abiding man he was, and only one fault is re
corded against him, namely, that he kept open 
his saloon on Sunday. 

We have no apology to offer for liquor selling. 
\V e believe that liquor is the cause of an untold 
amount of crime, and that it results in nothing 
but evil. But to say that it is worse to sell liq
uor on Sunday than on other days is the same as 
saying that it is worse to kill a man on Sunday 
than on any other day in the week. We take 
no stock in Sunday liquor laws, because we know 
that they do not help the cause of temperance a 
particle. On the contrary, they hinder it, by 
elevating the liquor traffic to a level with all 
other employments. Moreover, from what we 
have seen of the working of such laws, and from 
the arguments that are adduced in favor of them, 
we know that if strict Sunday laws were once se
cured, that would practically put an end to all 
temperance legislation. No general effort would 
-ever be made to close saloons on other days, 
And so we say that the profession that Sunday 
liquor laws are temperance laws is the result 
either of ignorance or hypocrisy. E. J. w. 

Sectarian Instruction. 

THE National Reformers have an ally in the 
- Denver Times. It strongly favors the teaching 

of religion in the public schools, and it is more 
bold and honest in its utterances than are those 
National Reformers who have been forced to 
learn craftiness by arguments which they long ago 
learned that they could not meet. It proclaims 
its readiness to accept sectarian teaching in the 
schools, because, it is logical enough to see that, 
having favored religious teaching, sectarian teach
ing must naturally follow. Thus it says:-

" The great objection raised by the Catholic clergy 
against the public-school system is ungodliness 
and unrighteousness. And is the~e ground 
for this? The cry has always-oeen that morality 
should be taught in the public schools, but not 
religion or sectarianism. And now the old cry is 
receiving one of its periodical and spasmodic rep
etitions. The school authorities are earnestly 
exhorted to teach mora)ity, and in the same breath 
are hysterically warned against religion or sec
tarianism. 

"Now, is it pbssible to teach morality without 
religion? Moral conduct implies a moral law. 
The law suggests the lawgiver. Thus we come 
directly to Deity, to Divinity, to the Bible. There 
c:tn scarcely be religious teaching without sectarian
ism. All religious teachers are more or less. of sec
tarians. And few of them can habitually keep 

their sectarianism completely and steadily sub-· 
dued." 

This is the truth; but few who favor the teach
ing of religion by the State dare admit it, for then 
they would not have even a shadow with which 
to defend themselves against the charge of desir
ing to unite Church and State. 

The Purpose of the American Sabbath 
Union. 

h is a well-known fact, acknowledged by 
nearly every Christian convocation in our coun
try for several years past, that the regard for 
Sunday as a Sabbath-day is growing less and less 
from year to year, and it is becoming more and 
more a holiday, a day given up to idleness, pleas
ure, and social amusements, until the prospect in 
the near future reveals a picture of a country 
without a Sabbath, and nothing to take its place 
but the~ Sunday of continental Europe. Well 
may Christians be alarmed for the future, and 
seek some means to prevent so sad a result. 

But what are the means to be used by the 
Christian people to prevent such a result? Great 
effort has been made during the past year to 
harmonize their views on this question, and it has 
resulted in the formation of the "American Sab
bath Union." The third article of the Constitu
tion of this Union says: "The object of the 
American Sabbath Union is to preserve the 
American Sabbath as a day of rest and worship." 
How is this American Sabbath to be preserved ? 
If we are to judge of the sayings and doings of 
its members thus far, the answer is in part, To 
procure such legislation as willcompel people to 
cease all work on the so-called American Sabbath. 
:But will such a law accomplish the end desired ? 
By no means. It can only make the day one of 
much more idleness, revelry, and dissipation than 
it now is. 

But the object ofthe projectors of the Union is 
to make the day one of worship, as well as of 
rest: Can this be done by the means wl1ich have 
already been used-moral suasion? If so, why 
tile necessity of asking for laws to compel people 
to rest on this day. The American Sabbath 
Union does not propose to rest simply with the 
enactment of a law to compel people to rest on 
Sunday, but they must not ask for too much at 
once. Had those who asked for a new capitol at 
Albany asked for eighteen or twenty millions of 
dollars at first, or even half of these ·sums, to 
build it with, would they have obtained the ap
propriation? They knew enough to ask for a 
small sum, ifthey would get what they wanted. 
So with our Amer~can Sabbath Union; they 
must ask only for such things at first as they 
think will be readily granted. Having obtained 
the first grant, the next request will be for a law 
to compel worship or attendance at church on 
this day. At present the cry would be loudly 
raised that such a law would be unconstitutional, 
and could not be obtained. Bu~ if a law will 
compel Jews or Christians who have rested on 
God's holy day to also rest on the American 
Sabbath, is it any greater step in advance to com
pel them also to worship on a designated day? 

There will be much opposition, especially by 
those who have already observed one day of rest 
and worship, to the enforcement of such a law as 
named above, and the only way to stop the con
troversy will be by the enactment of another law 
something as follows : "Be it enacted, etc., that if 
any person living within the boundsofthe United 
States, shall intimate or signify by any word or 

words, act or actions, that the first day of the 
week, commonly called Sunday 0r Lord's day, 
Christian Sabbath or the American Sabbath, is 
not the day of the week commanded by God to 
be observed when he says, 'Remember the Sab
bath-day to keep it holy. . . The seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,' etc., 
then such person or persons shall be punished for 
each and every offense by a fine of $500 and im
prisonment for not less than five years and so 
much longer as the said fine remains unpaid. 
And be it further enacted, that if any person ~hall 
be suspected of holding any opinion or thoughts 
antagonistic to such a law, or shall show by word 
or act any sympathy for any person who shall 
suffer fine or imprisonment according to the pro
visions of this act, then such person shall be de
livered over to a council who shall be empowered 
to use any means they may choose to determine 
whether such suspicions be founded on sufficient 
evidence, and if deemed by the council to be so 
founded, then the person so suspected shall be 
delivered over to the officers of the law for such 
punishment as the said council may decide." 
The most of our readers will say that such 
thoughts are too silly to put into print, but it is 
the only way in which the American Sabbath 
Union can ever accomplish their pmpose. It is 
the natural result of the first step toward an ap
peal for laws "to preserve the American Sabbath 
as a day of rest and. worship." Such laws have 
been enforced by the power which this Union 
seeks as its ally, and such will be the laws again, 

, if this allied power is given permission to use its 
power.-The Outlook. 

Religion and the Schools. 

UNDER the above heading the Grand Rapids, 
(Mich.) Herald-Telegram prints the Blair Educa
tional Amendment and comments upon it as fol
lows:-

This proposed amendment, as may be seen, 
purposes "to establish and maintain the prin~i pies 
of the Christian religion,'' or, in other words, to 
"establish and maintain" somebody's definition 
of the Christian religion. No religion can be so 
established and maintained except by penal law; 
and penal law so employed has ever resulted in 
more or less persecution. Such a religion would 
necessarily be formulated as a creed, and declared 
to be the religion of the State. 
, Section 2 of the Amendment declares that, 

"Each State in this Union shall establish and 
maintain a system of free public schools,'' giving 
instructions in the common branches of knowl· 
edge, and in virtue, morality, and the principles 
of the Christian religion. Our public schools 
now teach all that this Section requires, except the 
principles of the Christian religion. The latter 
portion of this section shows that "the principles 
of the Christian religion" would have to be so· in
terpreted as to meet the approval of a majority of 
the Christian sects. 

When it shall have become necessary to so de
fine "the principles of the Christian religion" the 
task will fall upon Congress; or, if they think 
themselves incompetent to decide theological ques
tions, they, or the President of the United States, 
may, and prob~b'ly will, appoint a B~ard of Trust, 

'upon whom' would devolve the task of deciding 
what '"the principles of thil 'Christian "religion" 
are. This Board of Trust- will necessarily be 
composed of leading men from all the Christian 
churches. Such a Board of Trust might be prop-
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erly named the American Ecumenical Council. 
· W'hen this body shall have formulated "the prin
ciples of the Christian religion," Congress, to 
earry out section 3, will necessarily have to en
force upon the several States "the principles of 
the Christian religion" so formulated. Then it 
will be the legitimate work of each State to place 
this new gospel in every school. This will con
vert all our public teachers into preachers of this 
new religion in all the public schools throughout 
the United States, and that, too, at public ex
pense. 

1Vhat will the American people then have but 
a State religion, t~ught in the public schools and 
supported by public taxation? Then the people 
ofthis country will be compelled to receive their 
religion, not from the Bible, but from the Na
tional Congress. It is the so-called National Re
form Association, with headquarters in Philadel-

··~phia, who for more than twenty years have been 
working up this measure which has just been in
troduced in the Senate of the United States. 
Whether a man would believe in the "principles 

·of tl}e Christian religion," so defined, or not, he 
would be compelled to acknowledge it or take the 
consequences of refusal. If this large and grow

. ing party do not mean, by and by, to have en
forced what they may call the Christian rel!gion, 
why ask to have our National Constitution so 
ch~nged that laws can be formed under which the 
revolting cruelties of the past ages can be revived. 
The old proverb, "Experience is a good teacher," 
should be heeded. 

"When the Quakers first appeared in the State 
of Massachusetts, there were no statutes in being 
against them; but, in view of the general law 
ag.ainst heresy, they were all banished. Severe 
laws were soon enacted, which ordained that 
Quakers of the male sex should, on the first and 

. second conviction, lose their ears; that those of 
the female sex should be severely whipped; and 
that on a third conviction, whether male or female, 
they should have their tongues bored through 
with a red-hot iron."-Olm·k's History of Intoler
ance. 

These are such crimes as can be perpetrated 
where there is an established religion. If such 
an opportunity should present itself in our fair 
land there are doubtless many imbued with the 
old Puritanical principle, who might exhibit the 
same spirit of intolerance that was manifested 
toward the Quakers. Should these measures 
which are proposed in the Blair Amendment be-

. come a part of the organic law of our country, it 
would result in the manifestation of a power 
which would soon Claim to be the supreme judge 
and director of the consciences of men; from the 
day laborer to the President in the Wl1ite House; 
from the member of the household that sits in the 
shade of privacy to the legislator in the halls of 
Congress. 

It has been well said that our public school 
system is the bulwark of American liberty. This 
system then should be the pride of every citizen. 
'Vhen we see a power arising that will enslave 
and eventually ruin it, every lover ·of this glory 
of lands should earnestly oppose it. Gen. U. S. 
Grant has said, "'Leave the matters of religion to 
the fa~ily altar, the church, and the private 
school, suppot;ted entirely by private <;ontribution. 
Keep the State and the church fo;rever separated." 
Under a cqpstitutionai guaranty for religious and 
political freedom, together with our public-school 
system, the United States has surpassed all other 
nations, intellectually, morally, spiritually, finan-

cially, and in everything that constitutes national 
greatness. The adoption of Mr. Blair's amend
ment would be the "mene, mene, tekel, upharsin," 
of all that is valuable in this best of all Govern
ments. 

Senator Houston on Religious Legisla
tion. 

IN 1853 a delegation of ministers, having 
knowledge that Senator Houston had joined the 
Sons of Temperance, called upon him in Eastern 
Texas, and requested him to bestow his influence 
and aid to secure the enactment of a Sunday and 
Prohibition law. The following is his reply, as 
taken from the biography of this great man, now 
in press, and to be issued in a few days by Judge 
'Vm. Lewis:-

" I agree with you that any unnecessary amuse
ment that is calculated to disturb and annoy per
sons engaged in religious worship on the Chris-_ 
tian Sabbath is wrong and censurable, such as 
horse racing, gambling of all devices, and indulg
ing in a social glass in public. 

"You request me to use my influence and ex
ertions, such as I possess, to induce the Legislature 
to enact a law to effect the suppression of the 
same. I understand by that that you desire the 
law-making power to declare it a penal offense for 
a person to perform certain acts on a particular 
day. 

"In reply I hold and maintain that it is far 
better to suffer from the ills of even a great evil 
than to violate, in the least, a vital principle of 
civil and religious liberty. 

"When tyrants ask you to yield one jot of 
your liberty, and you consent thereto, it is the 
first link forged in the chain that will eventualJy 
hold you in bondage. 

"The Irish, that brave race so prolific of brave 
warriors, grand statesmen, and brilliant orators, 
whose deeds of glory have immortalized every 
battle-field over which waved the British flag, 
permitted the English lords to be centuries in forg
ing their fetters, inch by inch, here a little, and 
there a little, until to-day they artl in helpless 
bondage. 

"The time to resist the encroachments of tyranny 
is at the incipient stage thereof. The Constitu
tion of the United States says: 'Congress shall 
make no law respecting the establishment of r& 
ligion, or prohibiting the free use thereof.' Our 
State constitution says: 'Ministers of the gospel, 
being by their profession dedicated to Gpd and 
the care of souls, ought not to be diverted from 
the great duties of their functions; therefore no 
minister of the gospel or priest of any denomina
tion whatever, shall be eligible to the Legislature. 

"The clause in our State constitution disfran
chising clergymen, I think, is an abridgment of 
religious liberty. Had I been a member of the 
constitutional convention, I would not have given 
it my support. It violates the very principles in
tended to protect, inasmuch as it recognizes the 
right to control, the free enjoyment of religions 
belief by law. The men, many of them, that 
framed and voted for it, were smarting from the 
effects of the tyrannical acts of the Mexican priest
hood, which was the cause, I have no doubt, that 
inspired the enactment. 

"I wish to pe understood in my remarks that 
I have rio prejudice against the persons embrac
ing the Catholic faith that would debar me from 
according to them the same rights due to any 
other denomination of' Christians or any other re-
li gious creed. , · 

"History teaches us that men composing all 
denominations of religious faith, when clothed 
wit!} ecclesiastical and temporal power combined, 
have been tyrants. 

"Now, any law made by the law-making power 
of the State, intended to regulate a person's re
ligious or civil conduct on Sunday, is in violation 
of the spirit of the Constitution of the United 
States, if not the letter. That clause was placed 
there by wise men, by men who had been care
ful students of history. They determined that 
their beloved country should not be the bloody 
battle-ground of religious enthusiasts. They were 
not ignorant of early colonial history-a history 

/that disclosed the fact that the New England col
onists enacted and enforced laws compelling per
sons to observe and subscribe to a particular re
ligious faith. Laws were enacted regulating per
sons' conduct on Sunday, which were so severe 
that people dared not prepare food for nourish
ment. They were compelled to prepare the tradi
tional Indian pudding and baked beans on Sat
urday to be served cold on Sunday. It is asserted 
that laws declaring Sunday, the first day of the 
week, a day of rest, and to be unlawful for any 
person to do certain acts on that day, that are 
lawful on week-days, are not in violation of the 
spirit or letter of the Constitution, because it i1 
necessary for the moral and physical good of man 
to rest one day out of seven. 

"Let us suppose that the Quakers, the Jews, 
the Seventh-day Baptists, and others that believe 
that Saturday, the seventh day, is the day that God 
set apart as the day of rest and holy observance, 
should combine and get control of the legislative 
branch of Government, and should enact that all 
persons should abstain from labor, sale, or barter 
of goods, wares, or merchandise on that day under 
pains and penalties 'affixed ·thereto. What do 
you suppose the religious people, who believe that 
the first day of the week is the day that Christ 
ordained as a day of sacred rest, would say? 
'N ould they not all say that such a law was a 
violation of the Constitution, because it in effect 
abolishes the Christian Sabbath, a day of rest and 
divine worship? They would rebel against the 
enforcement of such a law, and claim their rights 
guaranteed by the sacred enactments of the law of 
the land, which declares that the free use of re
ligious worship shall n~t be prohibited. We 
must remember that this is a land of equal rights 
to the Jews as well as to the Gentiles. 

"The laws of Mexico intended to prescribe and 
regulate a person's religious belief, were the first 
moving cause that inspired the Texan patriots 
to draw swords in defense of enlightened freedom 
and religious toleration. 

"The men that fought for her and won her 
independence dedicated her soil to be the dwell
ing-place of freemen of every kindred and 
tongue, coming from all nations to enjoy, unmo
lested, as they may think proper, the religious 
views and customs taught them in their native 
Iand."-Dallas Herald. 

THE Fayette (Missouri) Herald quotes Mr. 
Gault's statement that Hon. T. C. Richmond,· 
leader of the Prohibition party in Wisconsin, is 
laboring constantly to convlnce the people that 
the Prohibition party should drop every other 
issue but prohibition, and very justly says:-

"Mr. Richmond's idea is correct. If prohibition 
is what the Prohibitionists want, why are they 
not willing to work for that alone? If prohibition 
is what they want, why are they not willing to 
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secure the help of every elPment that can be en
listed in favor of prohibition? The very fact that 
the so-called Prohibition party will not worl\: for 
prohibition alone, is proof that the religio-political 
managers of that party are only using the prohi
bition issue as a stepping-stone to the e,tablish
ment of their power, and the subordination of the 
civil to the ecclesiastical power." 

Plain Truth. 

THE following from Plain Truth, a religious and 
educational paper published in San Marcos, Cal. 
has the right ring to it:-

"We do not object to a law forbidding, on Sun
day, whatever is a public nuisance or crime on 
other days of the week; but whatever is morally 
right on other days cannot properly be out
lawed on Sunday, simply because it is Sunday. 
If it is morally right to play base-ball, race,horses 
or fight for prizes on Monday, it should not be 
unlawful on Sunday. On the other hand, what
ever may make the..'\e things objectionable on 
Monday, should be the same on Sunday. It is 
not the day but the deed that is subject to legis
lation. 

" We are not speaking now of what Christians 
should do on that day, or of what they should 
allow done on their private premises. But our 
own conscience, not civil law, should govern us 
in such cases; and if only the consciences of men 
are disturbed by any action of one's self or an
other, the civil law has nothing to do with the 
case. ·we have laws already which will not allow 
a man to "uisturb the peace" unnecessarily. 
Such laws are necessary. But when a law says 
you shall not carry on your private business or 
pleasure, in a quiet, peaceable manner, on your 
own or public premises, a~~ without interfering 
with the rights of others in the least, but because 
another man's conscience forbids, then that law 
has usurped the place of conscience, and is, and 
should be, unconstitutional." 

This is the same kind of plain truth that the 
AMERICAN SEN~l'INEL teaches. 

THEY tell us that they want the Sunday law 
because one day of rest in seven is a physical ne
cessity. Grant it; then what? From five to 
seven hours of sleep in twenty-four is a physical 
necessity. _.1\ny physician will say that ·a man 
who gets regular rtst every night, but works seven 
days in the week, will last longer than the man 
who rests every seventh day, but gets only half 
as much sleep as he ought to each night. Now 
if a Sunday law is necessary, why is not a night 
law equally necessary? If we are going to legis
late for the man who doesn't know enough to 
rest when he is tired, why not take in the man 
who doesn't sleep at the -time designed by nature 
for sleep, as well as the man who doesn't rest on 
Sund~y, possibly because he has already restell? 

SAYS a correspondent of the St. Louis Ch1'is
tian Advocate: "If the Postmaster-General will 
issue an order prohibiting the handling and the 
transportation of the mails on Sunday, and Con
gress will prohibit by law the carrying by com
mon carriers of pass~p.gers · :;~,nd freight from one 
State to another on. Sunda;y, State laws and relig
ious teaching can be trusted to do the rest toward 
restoring the sanctity of the Sabbath.'" 

Just so. If Coosar will lend his help, the Lord 
may be able to look out for and preserve his own. 
Is that it? That's what they say; but if they 

believed that the Sunday really were the Lord's 
day, they would be willing to trust it entirely to 
the Lord. As a matter of fact. however, they 
leave the Lord out of the question entirely. The 
heads of the departments, Congress, the various 
State Legislatures, and the churches, are to com
bine to do the work. 

But one thing is shown most clearly by the 
foregoing extract, and that is that what they want 
of the State and Nation is help in making Sun
day a Sabbath-not simply a" civil Sabbath," 
but a sacred Sabba.th. They aspire to impart 
sanctity-a thing which only divine power can do. 
In short, they want the State to take the place of 
God. 

Is It Destruction? 

THE Church News, published at Duluth, Minn., 
says of Sunday: "We defend the day as a friend 
to the working masses, and he who would destroy 
it is an enemy of men and society and the N a
tion." This is said with reference to those who 
have been circulating petitions asking Congress 
not to enact Sunday laws. The Church News, 
like a gteat many of its class, is consiuerably off 
its base. There has no effort been made to de
stroy the Sunday as a rest day, and least of all 
by the AMERICAN SENTINEL or those who are work
ing with it. ViT e respect every man's religious con
victions. We recognize everybody's right to 
rest on whatever day he pleases, without hin
drance; and we should most vigorously protest 
against a law, if it were possible to think of such 
an 011e being proposed, which would even tend 
to binder men from resting on Sunday if they 
wished to. 

Is it trying to destroy the Sunday institution to 
say that it should not be enforced upon those 
whose conscience and reason cry out against it. 
Is it destroying the Sunday institution to say that 
everybody should be left as free as air to rest 
upon it or not, just as they choose. If so, then· 
the day is not worth saving. If so few people 
have any regard for the day that it would be 
lost sight of as a rest-day without a law coinpel
ling people against their will to observe it, then 
when such a law should be passed, it will show 
that this country is no longer a pure democracy, 
but an oligarchy. They say a great deal about 
the right of their majority to rule; we do not 
admit that right; much less do we admit the 
right of a minority to make laws to compel 
everybMy to do just as they do. 

IN no country and in no age was it ever known 
that anybody was forced to receive Christian hap-, 
tism-immersion. Never was anybody ever forced 
to partake of the Lord's Supper, as the Lord him
self instituted it. No State ever compelled a man 
to acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the only be
gotten Son of God. In short, secular power has 
never been employed in the propagation ofthings 
plainly commanded in the Bible, or, of pure and 
undefiled religion. Whenever force l1as been 
used in connection with any religious custom, it 
has always been in favor of some perversion of 
the truth, as in the Roinan Catholic mass. It 
can be set down as a fact that a religion that 
could claim the approval of He~vep, tJlJt~ bore its 
credentials, and that could fi,nd its way. to the 
hearts of people by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
never asked civil rulers for any assistance. Think 
of this, and make the application in the present 
riwvement for a National Sunday law. 

·FRoM the Chicago Globe of March 4 we clip 
the following utterance at the Sunday-law meet-
ing in that city, March 3 :- · 

" Bishop Fallows said that they did not want a 
German Sunday or an American Sunday, but a 
Sunday according to the law of God. They were 
entitled to it by the decrees of the Almighty as 
well as by the laws of the country, and by God's 
grace they were going to have it.'' 

Well, if they will wait until the grace of God 
gives it to them, we shall not utter a word of pro
test. 'Vhat we object to is their trying to act in 
the place of God, and claiming that what they 
get by civil enactment is by the grace of God. 
And then can anybody tell us how it would be 
possible to have a Sunday "according to the law 
of God"? Our somewhat extensive reading of the 
Bible has not revealed to us anything of the kind. 
If some of our Sunday friends will tell us briefly 
how it can be done, we will let our readers have 
the benefit of their information. Don't all speak 
at once. 

THE New York Independent of January 31, 
1889, in noticing a late book of Dr. Uhlhorn, of 
Germany, says:-

"The Roman Catholicism of the day, particularly 
in Central Europe, is aggressive as never before. 
And in this aggression it has taken a new d~part
ure in method that is as remarkable as it is sur
prising. It means to defeat Protestantism on its 
own ground and reclaim what it had been tacitly 
yielding to its old opponent all along. Roman 
Catholic scholars have entered the arena of scien
tific discussion in the widest sense of the word, 
with the avowed object of showing that in the 
light of true research the Church of Rome stands 
spotless. Roman Catholic writers, at their head 
the leading German Bishop Ketteler, of Mayence, 
have endeavored to prove that a return to Rome 
is the only cure for all the ills that the modern 
body, social and politic, is heir to.'' 

This movement is not confined to Europe; it 
is also being carried on in the United States. 
The worst feature of it here is that that which 
passes for Protestantism is so anxious to help for
ward the efforts of the Romish Church, by joining 
hands with her and co-operating with her in any 
way that she may choose. 

THE Phillipsburg (Kansas) Herald speaks of 
the Blair Educational Amendment thus:-· 

"The objection is not to the principles of the 
Christian religion, but the proposition to confer 
on certain parties in power the authority to define 
by law what those principles are. Now on account 
of the conscientious differences of opinion as to 
what are, and what are not, essential principles of 
the Christian religion, would it not be better to 
leave the Constitution as Washington, Franklin, 
and the fathers of the republic framed it, and 
allow everyone to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience? The other feat
ures of the Blair bill seem to be wholesome and 
unobjectionable. If it passes it will probably be 
amended in such a way aa to avoid the objections 
illu~d~" · 

Very good ; but if the amendment is to be 
amended, we should prefer to see it done before it 
is adopted. To let it pass, with the expectation 
that its objectionable features would afterwards 
be removed, would be too much like a girl marry-, 
ing a drunkard in hope that she can reform him 
after marriage. No; whoever objects to the 
amendment must do their protesting before it is 
adopted. Not oniy so, but they ·must let the 
careless and indifferent know 'that it is objection
able. Even if ther~ is no immediate danger of 
its adoption, the. people should be aroused. to a 
sense of the danger there is in the fact that such 
a thing can be seriously considered by a large 
body of il!fluential persons. 
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iMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SEN'l'INEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

THE St. Joseph (Missouri) News of March 13 
says: "The Sunday question will be one of the 
issues in the election next month. It is reported 
th~t politics will be laid aside, and the fight will 
be on Sunday or no Sunday." 

s..(ys the Cincinnati Commercial Gazette: "We 
have a profound respect for the pulpit. It is a 
great power. It should be far greater than it is 
and it would be if it kept severely within its legiti
matesphere; but whenever it meddles with matters 
that are not within that sphere it loses its influ
ence." And so say we. 

IN another column we have called attention to 
the fact that Hon: T. C. Richmond, the Prohi
bition leader in 'Wisconsin, has been constantly 
and strenuously advocating that the party adhere 
to the one issue of prohibition; and now comes the 
announcement that he has withdrawn from active 
labor, and has issued his farewell address to the 
Prohibitionists of the State. This is very signifi
cant. It shows that a man who is simply a pro
hibitionist, whose sole aim is the extirpation of the 
liquor traffic, cannot work harmoniously with the 
Prohibition party. 

NEXT week we shall give some facts about 
recent Sunday legislation in Arkansas. A bill 
taking away the liberties granted in the act of 
two years ago, which was secured through the 
efforts of Col. R. H. Crockett, has already passed 
the Senate. Some of the speeches made on the 
occasion of its passage were ·most intolerant. We 
should like to present it this week, but that would 
involve the holding over of too much matter 
already in type. We have also a choice remnant 
ofmedimval barbarism to present from one ofOak
land's honored clergymen. It will show. how the 
mania for Sunday laws blunts all sense of justice 
and right. 

TH~ Standard says: "Emperor William de
serves the..gratitude of his subjects for stopping 
horse-racing on Sunday. What a ble.'§ling it 
would be if we had an emperorjust long enough 
to issue an edict against some of our Sunday 
abominations and desecrations." Never· fear, 
friend Standard; you will find a hierarchy despotic 
enough to suit the most intolerant. "When the 
National Reform Association, the National Sab
bath Union, et al., get their scheme into running 
order, Emperor ·william and the Czar can come 
to this country to take lessons in despotic govern
ment. 

THE Christian Statesman's correspondent who 
writes from the Senate Chamber at Sacramento 
about the Sunday bill that was introduced into 
the Californill; Legislature, but failed to pass, 
says:-

,, Some editors, lawyers, and ministers had been 
circulating a counter petition to the one in favor 
of the Sunday bill, and thousands of signatures 

had been obtained, principally Adventists and 
laboring classes." 

It would seem strange if editors, lawyers, and 
ministers should circulate a petition and still not 
sign it; but allowing that the counter petition 
was signed only by the laboring class, what be
comes of the argument that the clamor for a Sun
day law comes from that class? 

THE Sunday-law people will find a good many 
hard problems before they get through with the 
job they have undertaken. They imagine that 
the enactment and enforcement of a Sunday law 
is going to do away with almost all lawlessness. 
As a matter of fact, we believe it will make more. 
It is certain that men cannot be made religious 
or m~ral by law. The fact that a strict Sunday 
law stops all work, will not make people any 
more religiously inclined than before. Those 
who respect Sunday as a sacred day will conform 
to the law, for they would abstain from work and 
amusement if there were 110 law, while those who 
have no conscientious scruples in regard to Sun
day, being debarred from their ordinary amuse
ments, will break out in some other place. Sun
day laws will not make them religious, nor will 
they make them act as though they were religious. 

ONE more instance is given in the Christian 
Statesman of March 14, of the unity of purpose of 
the \Vornen's Christian Tern perance Union and 
the National Reform Association. Secretary 
Wylie devotes J1is report to a eulogy of a woman 
suffrage speech by lVIiss Shaw, superintendent 
of the Franchise Department of the "\V oman's 
Christian Temperance Union, at the annual con
vention of the Steuben County Union in Ray, 
Indiana, and closes with the statement that " del
egates were appointed to attend the National Re
form Convention in Pittsburg in April." We 
are in favor of temperance, especially of Chris
tian temperance, but we should like to know how 
we can oppose the work that is falsely called 
National Reform and not oppose the work that the 
so-called Woman's Christian Temperance U niou is 
now doing. It is fast getting to be a temperance 
union only in name, and its Christianity is almost 
all politics. And such politics! 

SAYS the Pearl of Days: "It will become more 
and more apparent that the real defenders of the 
day [Sunday J are among those who regard it a.. 
divine, not merely a human, in~titution." Very 
true; that is what we have always claimed. And 
that proves that those who are working for laws 
enforcing its observance are working for the en
forcement of a religious institution upon the 
people,regardless of their belief: This th ey do 
avowedly, although, because the AMERICAN SEN
TINEL has exposed the wickedness of such legis
lation, they often deny it. Yet in the very same 
issue from which the above was quoted, we find 
the following in the report of a speech by Col. 
Elliott F. Shepard, president of the American 
Sabbath Union:-

"You have· to say 'yes' or 'no,' whether you 
will stand by the decalogue-whether you will 
stand by the Lord God Almighty-or whether you 
will turn your back upon him. The work, there .. 
fore, of this society is only just begun. We do not 
put this work on mere human reasoning, for all 
that can be overthrown by human reason. We 
rest it directly and only on the divine command
ment." 

This is from headquarters. It is official. Quote 
it to your friends when they begin to talk about 
Sunday laws from a health standpoint. 

What the People Say and Do. 

WE are receiving many encouraging letters from those who 
believe in the golden rule and the principles advocated by the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL. Some of the letters contain donations of 
from $5.00 to $500, to aid in circulating anti-National Reform 
literature. We give below extracts from a few of these letters. 
· A gentleman in Rochester N. Y., writes:-

"A friend in Michigan has sent me a copy of the January SEN
TINEL and one of the Battle Creek Journals containing the 
three grand addresses delivered in that city by A. T. Jones in 
defense of the Constitution. The result has been to make me a 
convert to your ideas in regard to religious legislation, and·. 
arouse in mo a strong desire to do all I can to spread the truth. 
So I thought I would ask you to send me a few copies of your 
January number to use in soliciting subscribers. I do not 
think my neighbors are awake to the threatening dangers oftlw 
Blair bills. I would like a copy or two of the petition against 
those bills to circulate for signers." 

"QuEEN's RoAD, Hull, Eng., Feb. 7, 1889. 
" DEAR PuBUSHERS: 1'hough I have been absent from America 

for more than seven years, I still feel deeply interested in the 
work in which you are engaged; and I rejoice that God has 
opened so clearly before your vision the real issue of this ques
tion, which is of vital interest to every citizen of our glorious 
republic. No compromise with those who are forging shackles 
by which to bind freemen, but one exemption from tho pro
posed amendment, and that-the republic, race, politics, andre
ligion, no impediments! For all, liberty, an army of devoted 
men and women, with lives and property set for the defense of 
the Federal Constitution, which vouchsafes the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity I Here is patriotism, phi
lanthropy, magnanimity, Christianity! May God bless all 
whose efforts are thitherward directed. 

"Many, no doubt, will be interested in the circulation of the 
AliiERICAN SENTINEl", and do all that they can, reasonably, for 
its success. Perhaps those whose efforts are directed in securing 
signatures to the petitions favoring the Constitution as it is will 
not be so numerous, though its importance can hardly be over
estimated. 

•' For the present we are deprived of the privilege of joining 
with you in the struggle. Our sympathies are with you, and 
our prayers arc for you Be of good courage. 

"Yours faithfully, A. A. JOHN 
"P. s. -Inclosed please find order for $5.00 Use in either circu-· 

lating the petitions or SENTINEL, as seems best to you who are in 
the conflict." 

"PETALU~IA, Cal., Feb. 12, 1889. 
"hFAR Sm: Inclosed you will J)nd cash for one year's sub

scription to the SENTINEl.. I am an out-and-out free-thinker, 
but your journal is so frank and patriotic, so free from con
tumely and slander, so broad und liberal in its religious views; 
such a stern advocate and defender of our Constitution, that it 
finds its way to the heart of every true American who has read 
it. . I remain yours, H. J. SCHROOBEDA." 

Rev. E. H. Fairchild, president Berea College (Kentucky), 
"writes:-

" I have read the SENTINEL and heartily approve of its position 
in regard to the Union of Church and State. . . . 

"Those who desire the Sabbath to be made a legal holiday 
have a right to secure protection against unnec,essary disturb
ances if they have the power, but cannot require others to keep 
the Sabbath holy." 

A minister in Nashua, Iowa, writes:-
" You say the SENTINEL is opposed to everything tending to a 

union of Church and State. I, too, am heartily opposed to such 
a union and I earnestly hope and pray that it may never be 
effected.' The right to 'life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi
ness,' is too precious to be sold so cheaply. 

"Some months ago a few copies of the SENTINEL were sent to 
me, and I was glad to learn that it met the issues ~o boldly and 
ably, yet kindly." 

[N THE HEfiRT OF THE SIERRfiS, 
BY J. M. HUTCHINGS. 

1'HIS new work is a complete historical and descriptive sum
mary of the wonderful Yo Semite Valley and Big Tree Groves. 
The author, Mr. Hutchings, is an old pioneer, and has for 
more than 20 years resided in the Valley. He took the first 
sketches of it that were ever taken, and was the first to make its 

MARVELOUS GRANDEUR KNOWN TO THE WORLD. 
The work is complete in one volume of nearly 600 pages, and 

Is illustrated with over 150 illustrations, ·28 of which Me 
BEAUTIFUL FULL-PAGE ARTOTYPES. 

These artotypes arc tho most charmingly characteristic of 
any illustrations ever produced, and are perfectly true to life, 
having been photographed from nature. 

Sold only by subscription. Agents wanted everywhere. For 
prices and terms, 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, CaL 
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SoMEONE in P(lnnsylvania writes thus briefly 
to US,: "You will greatly oblige me if you will 
keep the SENTINEL on the Pacific Coast." This 
person is modest. He doesn't want to control 
the earth, but only that part ofthe United States. 
east of the Rocky Mountains. We cannot oblige 
him, because there are . too many thousands of 
people east of the mountains who want the AMER
ICAN SEN'l'INEL to come to them. 

THE Key West (Florida) Democrat says that 
. "what is now agitating the average Key West 
store keeper, to the exclusion of other matters, is 
the proposed enforcement of the Su!lday law." 
It adds: "Without being fanatical upon the sub
ject, we would unequivocally say that we _are in 
favor of its enforcement without fear or favor," 
and says that the sheriff of the county pledges 
himself to enforce the law, and that the mayor 
and the marshal are also pledged to it. Thus 
we see that the Sunday question is coming to the 
front in all sections. 

A FRIEND in Chicago writes as follows in a 
personal letter to the editor of the SENTINEL:

"There cannot be too much vigilance or too 
much sounding forth of danger. I am told by a 

·high-school girl that sixty-five teachers have been 
removed in this. city within a few months, who 

· were ·Protestants, and that sixty Catholics were 
among the t.eachers put in their places. If the 

· Protestants try to manage schools on a religious 
basis, they will find themselves outwitted as wen 
as outnumbered (in large cities) by the Romanist 
element. Yours for Americanism and undefiled 
religion." 

T.aE Tombstone (Arizona) Epitaph of March 
9 says of the Sunday bill, which we have else
where mentioned:-

"The Sunday-Rest bill has been laid to sleep for 
two years at least; The vote making the bill the 
special order for the evening was considered, and 
the bill passed in the council some days since was 
taken up in the House this afternoon, and killed by 
a vote of fourteen to nine. There were but f<~w 
persons in the lobby iit the time the bill was de
feated, but the news spread rapidly through the 
town and was the general topic of conversation. 
It is generally under~tood that the Governor would 

· ha-v~!vetoed the bill had it passed." 

THE Omaha Daily Bee of March 17 contains 
an article by Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, on 
Sunday newspapers and amusements, the closing 
paragraphs of which are exceedingly pointed, as 
will be seen from the following reprint of 
them:-

"! cannot see that setting type in order to pro
vide some intellectual pabulum for a community is 
more of a desecration of the Sabbath than setting 
tables and cooking food for the family. To be 
consistent, those who insist on Sunday being a day 
of rest, should make it a season of fasting and self
denial for themselves, . and of freedom for their 
wives and s~rvants from all manual labor. The 
dinner should be cooked on Saturday and served 
cold on Sunday with primitive simplicity. But 
th'e clergy as a class (to say nothing of most of the 
sons of Adam), are proverbial for their love of 
good eating, hence we hear very little from the 
pulpit as to the sin of good dinners on the 'Lord's 
~~ . 

"According to what system of morals is it more 
sinful for Patrick to set type and read his paper, 
than for Bridget to cook a turkey and plum pud
ding and read nothing on Sunday?" 

Is This "the Breath of the Puritan"? 

THE Western Christian Union is tl1e name of 
a paper that is published weekly in the city of 
Oakland. We are thus explicit because, from 
what we shall quote from it, some might think 
that it is published in some remote portion of the 
world, where Christianity has no.t yet penetrated. 
Not only is it published in "the A then~ of the 
Pacific Coast," but its editor is the Rev. G. \V. 
Bothwell, D. D., pastor of the Second Congrega-. 
tionalist Church of Oakland. In his issue of 
March 22 the editor has a diatribe against the 
Adventists for the work which they did in secur
ing signatures to the petitions against religious 
legislation by Congress, though we cannot see 
why he should level all his guns at the Advent
ists, since men of every denomination and pro
fession signed that petition, and worked for it. 

After saying that if the Blair Sunday-Rest bill 
should b\)come a law, "it will be the formulated 
sentiments of nine-tenths of all the evangelical 
churches of th~ country," thus admitting that it 
is wholly a religious bill, he proceeds thus:-

''Against these majorities, constituted as they 
are, why are our Adventist friends continuously 
protesting? We are weary of Ishmaelitism in 
theology and upon questions of public morals. 
The methods employed in securing many of the 
3l,OOO.names of alleged citizens of California, re
cently presented in Congress, were not creditable 
to any people calling themselves religious. 1Ve 
refer to their practice of button-holing unsuspect
ing citizens in the railroad waiting-rooms, and on 
the street corners-not a few of whom were whally 
unfamiliar with the question, and of inducing them 
to sign a narrow, 3ectai:ian protest, under the spe
cious plea that the Constitution of the U nited'States 
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was threatened. We had entertained a high opin
ion of this people until we were forced to observe 
l10w they secured signatures to theh· recent peti
tion." 

Well, we are glad that lie bears testimony to 
the fact that people were button-holed before 
they signed the petition against religious legisla
tion. He has been forced to observe the meth
ods employed by those who canvassed for signa
tures. He is sure that they actually got near 
enough to the men whose names appear on it to 
button-hole them. And over 31,000-abo.ut 
10,000 more-have been thus approached. Yet 
Mr. Bothwell is not pleased. Indeed, he feels 
very much grieved over the course taken. Why? 
Was it because he thinks the canvassers were too 
painstaking? No; he is grieved and indignant 
and angry' to think that the-canvassers should act
ually button-hole unsuspecting persons, and ask 
them to sign the petition. Doubtless he would 
have had them send a postal card to every person 
a week beforehand, informing them that on snch 
a day they would be pleased to meet them· to 
confer about the propriety of asking Congress not 
to pass a law enforcing religious observances. 
Then, no doubt, he would have had a crier pre
cede each canvasser, and announce his mission, 
so that no "unsuspecting citizens" could possibly 
be approached. 

But if he would have had all this precaution 
taken in securing signatures; if he feels so indig
nant at the thought that men were actually but
ton-holed without previous warning, who can pict
ure what his feelings must be at the thought that 
of the 14,437,7 44 alleged petitioners for a national 
Sunday law, only 407 had any opportunity to be 
button-holed about it? It has been some •time 
since we exposed the iniquitous scheme by which 
the friends of the Blair Sunday bill sought to 
make Congress believ.e that public sentiment was 
overwhelmingly in favor of their measure, there
fore we show it up again in another part of this 
paper, with a few points that were not previously 
noticed. Please turn and read that before you 
read further, and think that a man who has no 
word of condemnation or apology for such a 
course, says that it was disreputable to go to men 
in person and ask them to read the petition and 
sign it. What is the ground of his objection ? 
Simply this, that so many bona fide signatures 
have been obtained to the protest. A,s what fol
lows will show, he thinks it outrageous that any 
should dare protest against being ruled by a few 
self-constituted religious leaders. 

Passing by more of the same unco guid sort 
we come to the following, which carries with it 
far more than the breath of the Puritan ; it is the 
breath of the Inquisition:-

"Most of the States make provision for the ex
ercise of the peculiar tenets of belief which are en
tertained by the Adventists. They can worship on 
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Saturday, and call it the Sabbath, if they choose, 
but there let their privileges end. Instead of 
thankfully making use of concessions granted 
them, and thel). going off quietly and attending to 
their own b11-siness, as they. ought, they start out 
making unholy alliances that they may.defeat i<he 
purposes of, their benefactors. None of these bills 
are aimed at them, but if the..y fail to appreciate 
the fact, they may yet call down upori themselves 
such a r!leasure of public disfavor .as that legisla
tion embarrassing to them may result." 

Shades of Dominic! Did anyone ever hear 
of more cool assumption? "Upon what meat 
doth this our Cresar feed4 that he has grown so 
great?" . Seventh-day people "can worship ·on 
Saturday, and call it the Sabbath, if they choose, 
but there let their privileges end." If they are 
not thankful for these "concessions," and if they 
work against "the purposes of their benefactors," 
they may call down upon themselves such a 
measure of public disfavor as that "legislation 
embarrassing to them may result." Now what 
does this mean? Simply this: That these Sun
day-law people are beginning to assume that the 
Lord created the earth for their especial benefit, 
and that it is a great "concession" on their part 
for them to allow anybody even to think differ
ently from them. Those who do not do as they 
do ought to be thankful that they are privileged to 
live in this country. They are the "benefactors" 
of Seventh-day people, because they .have tolerated 
them so long. Did the Papacy in its worst days 
ever assume any more lordly position? 

It means further that if Seventh-day people 
will keep perfectly quiet, and be content with the 
privilege of resting on Saturday, they will not be 

·.molested. But let them, as Mr. Edwards said 
begin to "rave;;, that is, let them but teach thei; 
conscientious conviction; to others, and then "leg
islation embarrassing to them may result." This 
can mean nothing else than that, whereas Sev
enth-day people are allowed, by existing and pro
posed Sunday laws, to rest on Saturday -if they 
choose, they will be prohibited from doing even 
this if they rebel against their "benefactors," 
and refuse to rest also on Sunday, and if they at
tempt to stir up others to similar rebellion. This 
is a declaration of intention on the part of the 
Sunday-law agitators a little in advance of any
thing we have previously heard. 

Mr. Bothwell says of Seventh-day people that 
"none of these [Sunday] bills are aimed at them." 
we cannot say definitely as to that, but we know 
where they always hit. We know that· Sunday 
laws, whatever the purpose for which they are en- . 
aded, are always used for the purpose of "em
barrassing" those who observe the seventh day 
of the week. 

In 1885, Arkansas had Sunday laws reading 
as follows:-

"SECTION .1883. Every person who shall on the 
Sabbath, or Sunday, be found laboring, or shall 
compel his apprentice or servant to labor or per
form service other than· customary household du
ties of daily necessity, comfort, or charity, on con
viction thereof shall be .fined one dollar for each 
separate offense. 

"SEC. 1884. Every apprentice or servant com
pelled to labor on Sunday shall be deemed a sepa
rate offense of the master. 

"SEC. 1885. The provision of this act shall not 
apply to steamboats and other vessels navigating 
the w~ters of the State,. nor such manufacturing 
establishments as require to be kept in continual 
operation. 

"SEC. 1886. Persons who are members of any re
ligious society who observe as Sabbath any other 
day of the week than the Christian Sabbath, or 

Sunday, shall not be subject to the penalties of 
this act [the Suntlay law], so that they observe one 
day in seven, agreeable to the faith and practice 

·of their church_ or society." 
In the session of the Arkansas Legislature of 

1885, section 1886 was repealed, by act of Mar.ch 
3. The object of tJ1ose who secured the repeal 
of ~hat section was, as they said, to close the sa
loons. It was claimed that, under cover of that 
section, certain Jews who kept saloons in Little 
Rock had successfully defied the law against Sun
day saloons, and that there was no way to secure 
the proper enforcement of the law without the re
peal of that section. The legislators believed the 
statements made, and repealed the section as 
stated. 

"Bear in mind that the object of this move
ment was said to be to close"the saloons on Sun
day; and what discussion there was on the bill in 
both the Senate and the House, shows that such 
was the object, so far as the legislators understood 
it. But when the act was secured, and was 
framed into a law, not a saloon was. closed, nor 
was there an attempt made, any more than before, 
to close them. · Not one of the saloon keepers 
was prosecuted. And in Little Rock itself, dur
ing the session of the Legislature of 1887, when 
the law was in full force, up to the ljme of the 
restoration of the exemption clause, the saloons 
kept their doors wide open, and conducted their 
business with no effort at concealment, the same 
as they had before the act was passed. But, so 
far as we have beeJ;J. able to learn by diligent in
vestigation, from the day of its passage, the law 
was used for no other purpose than to punish peace
able citizens of the State who observed the sev
enth day as the Sabbath, and exercised their 
God-given right to work on Sunday." . 

A. T. Jones, of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, who 
makes the above statement, has had the privilege 
of investigating the records of the cases of those 
who were prosecuted under the law as· amended, 
and has published them in his pamphlet, "Civil 
Government and Religion." In another article, 
entitled, "Where Sunday Laws Hit," in this week's 
issue, we shall present some of those cases, that 
our readers maylearn the practical workings of 
"temperance Sunday laws." As they read these 
things we ask them to decide whether or not they 
want the Inquisition set up in this country. Peo
ple may talk as much as they please abo11t the en
lightenment of this nineteenth century, and the im
possibility for persecution to arise; but every can
did person whose eyes are open must see that we 
are upon the very eve of as bitter a persecution 
as ever disgraced this earth. The minds of men 
are being inflamed by ecclesiastical leaders, and 
all that is needed is the color of law to give the 
malignant passions of bigots full exercise. 

E.J. W. 

IN the notices of· Miss Willard's fortli-coming 
autobiography, she is mentioned as claiming to be 
a "gospel politician." That means that she fa
vors spreading the gospel by political methods, 
which is, by voting upon it, and making laws 
concerning it. In other words, she is devoted to 
the union of Church and State. But that doesn't 
make us think)hat such a union ought to be con
summated. The apostle Paul said that even an 
angel from Heaven should be cursed if he 
preached different gospel from that delivered by 
Christ. 

IT is reported that Ann. Arbor has suppressed 
the sale of Sunday newspapers in its borders. 

The Constitution and Sunday. 

DR .. CRAFTS Wrote to the Detroit Free Press 
February 17, stating some of the objects of the 
National Sunday bill, and· the Free Press re
.plied:-

" If our correspondent will bear in mind that in 
the eye of the federal law, as well as of the Federal. 
Constitution, Sunday has no other status than 
Saturday, or any other day of the week, he will 
possibly see what the assumption of power for 
which he asks would involve. It would involve 
the possibility of prohibiting the running of trains 
between States on any day in the week, and, con
sequently, upon all days in the week, which is an 
absurdity. It involves another, and, if possible, 
a greater absu.rdity-the power to compel the run
ning of inter-State trains upon every day in the 
week, and as many times a day as Congress may 
direct. 

"There h,as never been, that we are aware of, 
any serious claim that the congressional power 
referred to extended thus far, and we have no 
fears that Congress will make any such elaim. 
That body is quite ~ likely, we should think, 
under the pretense of regulating inter-State com
merce, to prohibit the running of smoking-cars on 
inter-State trains, or the chewing of gum by pas
sengers thereon, or the sale of peanuts for more 
than five cents· a pint. We do not mean to inti
mate for a moment that these subjects have any 
natural affinity for, or connection with, Sunday 
rest. But we do mean to assert· that it would be 
just as ridiculous for Congress, under the pretense 
of exercising its regulative power over commerce 
between the States, to prohibit the running of 
trains on Sunday as it would to enact the other 
prohibitions suggested." 

Further, Dr. Crafts had said that the Consti
tution contains a Sunday-Rest law for the Presi
dent. The Free Press made to this the singular 
reply that the Constitution makes no mention of 
Sunday, and commended to Dr. Crafts a re
examination of the Constitution. We approve 
of the recommendation of the Free Press, that the 
Doctor should examine the Constitution more 
closely; but if the Free Press had examined the 
Constitution as closely as it asks Dr. Crafts to, 
it ought to know that it does make mention of 
Sunday. True, it does not make. mention of 
Sunday in any such a way as Dr. Crafts would 
make out, as enacting a Sunday law; but it does 
mention Sunday, and says that "if any bill shall 
not be returned by the President within ten days 
(Sunday excepted) after it is presented to him, 
the· same shall be a law in like manner as if lJC 
had signed it, unlet:s Congress by their adjourn
ment prevent its return." But so far from this 
intending to be a law regulating the rest of the 
President, it is simply a recognition of the right· 
of the President to keep Sunday religio11sly if he 
choose. In this the Constitution recognizes the 
fact that the President may be one who regards 
Sunday as a holy day, and respects his consci
entious conviction'S, as it now does of ·every man, 
by providing that he shall not be compelled to 
count Sunday amongst the number of business 
days. The Constitution of the United States rec
ognizes the right of every man to observe Sunday 
if he wishes, and it recognizes the right not to 
keep it if he choose. It respects a man's con
scientious convictions, whether he be a Clnistian 
or not a Christian. This is the sole meaning of 
the expression, "Sunday excepted." But the 
query is, How could the Detroit Free Press ever 
have made such a mistake as· to say that the 
Constitution makes no mentiop of Sunday? The 
Constitution of the United States is worthy of a 
good deal more study than ninety-nine out of 
every one hundred people in the United States 
ever give to it. ' A. T. J. 
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Whose Image and Supers.cription Is 
This? 

IT is evident that the leaders in the American 
Sabbath Union are considerably disturbed over 
the SENTINEL's disclosure of their crooked meth
' ods in obtaining indqrsements to their petitions to 
Congress. This is shown by the fact that they · 
are endeavoring to: shield themselves· by 'insinu
ating that unfair methods were employed by those 
who secured signatures to the counter petition. 
It is worthy of note, however, and should be re
membered by all, that the worst charge that has 
yet been brought by the most bigoted Sunday-law 
worker is that people were "button-holed" and 
asked to sign it. Inasmue.h as no one could put 
his own signature to the petition unless the can
vasser did conie pretty close to him with it, we 
regard this as a good testimonial to the conscien
tiousness with which the work was performed. 

We have before called attention to the frauds 
practiced by t.he active wm~kers for a Sunday law, 
but we fear that some have lost sight of them. 
Many people still think that fourteen million 
signatures have actually been obtained to the 
petition asking Congress to make a Sunday law. 
We ourselves were deceived at the first into 
thinking thQ.t two or three million signatures had 
.been obtained; but when the number jumped at 
once from six; million to fourteen million, by the 
letter from Cardinal GibboDs, we knew there was . 
fraud ; and from that time we kept discovering 
fresh frauds. Following is a brief statement of 
them. ' 

The petition for a Sunday law, to which it is 
claimed that upwards of fourteen nillion signa
tures have been obtained, reads thus:-

" The undersigned, adult residents of the United 
States, 21 years of' age or more, hereby earnestly 
peti.t.ion your honorable body to pass a bill forbid
ding. in theN ation's mail and military service, and 
in inter-State commerce, and in the District of 
Columbia and th~ Territories, all Sunday work, 
traffic, etc." 

That is plain enough to be understood by any· 
body. If that had been .circulated in a legiti
mate manner, for individual signatures, no com
plaint could have been made. But right on the 
·face of the sheet which contained the petition, 
provision was deliberately made for fraud. . Im
mediately below the petition was the following 
note:-

" When a labor organization or church, or any 
other society, indorses the petition BY VOTE, let 
the 'name'. of the organization be signed, with the 
attesting signatures of the presiding officer and 
clerk or secretary, with place and date, and in the 
margin, under 'number of petitioners,' indicate 
the numbers in the organization petitioning." 

· This meant that at any meeting of any church 
or society, a vote could be takfn on the petition. 
If a majority of the members present voted in 
favor of it, the presiding officer and the clerk 
would sign their names and set down the number 
of members in the entire church or society. Now 
it must ·be evident to the most zealous partisan 
that such a plan could not by any possibility 
seoure an individual expression of' opinion. In 
the first place it allo~ed a part to speak for the 
whole, and in the second place it counted those 
members who were opposed to the bill, as favor
ing it. In many cases a minority would speak 
for the' whole. 

Not only was this provision~ Illlde for fraud, 
but people were urged to commit fraud by secur
ing th~ indorsement of the same person twice. 

In the "Monthly Document" of the American 
Sabbath Union, for December, the following ap
peared in a circular which editors were requested 
to publish:-

''We ask ev~ry religious paper to publish our 
petition, and every church and preachers' meeting 
and religious conference or convention to indorse 
the petition by resolution, and also, as far :l.S pos
sible, by individual signatures, which duplicate 
its strength." 

That is plain enough, too. The leaders of tlle 
American Sabbath Union deliberately urged peo
ple to perpetrate fraud in securing indorsements 
of the Sunday-Rest bill. The above shows that 
the indorsement "by ,vote" was considered the 
chief thing. Whenever there was an assembly 
they wanted those present to vote the indorse
ment of the organization, so that all the members 
could be counted as favoring the petition, and 
then they wanted the strength of the petition 
duplicated, "as far as possible" by .individual 
signatures. This shows that the securing of in
dividual signatures -ivas considered a secondary 
matter, except that those individual signatures 
would duplicate the strength of the petition. A 
church of three hundred members could indorse 
the petition by vote some Sunday evening, and the 
whole three hundred counted for it, even though 
no more than one hundred members were present. 
Then zealous workers could secure the individual 
signatures of two-thirds of the members, includ
ing those present at the time of the vote; and so 
from a church of three hundred members, of 
whom only one hundred had seen the petition, 
a~d only one hundred more ]Jad }ward of it, a 
list of five hundred petitioners could be sent in. 
And just such fraud as this was provided for and 
urged by the leaders in the Sunday-law move
.ment. The . method of indorsement "by vote" 
was so much easier, however, that, as will be seen, 
very little effort was made to secure individual 
signatures. 

On Wednesday, January 16, the first petitions 
were presented to Congress. After senators from 
several States, including Illinois, Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, and Indiana, had presented· pe
titions from churches, labor unions, Woman's 
Christian Temperance Unions, etc., from their 
re3pective States, Mr. Blair arose and said:-

"I present petitions of several bodies, praying 
for the passage of a Sunday-Rest law. Of the pe
titions, the following analysis is submitted by 
those who desire their presentation:-

Petitions from national bodies: 
CONTENTS. 

I. Individual signatures ......................... .' .... " 407 
2. Representative signatures by indorsements of bodies 

and meeting·s ...................................... 14,174,337 
Total. ...... " ................................... 14,174,744 

''Analysis of the latter:-
,, First indorsement is that of the American Sab

bath Union, which was officially constituted by 
official action of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Home Missionary 
Rociety of the Baptist Church, the General Assem
blies of the Presbyterian Church (North and 
South), and the Synod of the Reformed Church, 
five ~enominations, whose membership together. is 
5,977,693. Of the membership of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, the indorsement of whose 
international convention stand!! second, at least 
20,000 citizens of the U:nited States. Of the 
Knights of Labor, the indorsement of whose in
ternational convention stands third, at least 219,-
000 citizens of the United States. The Presby
terian General Assembly, ·-North, whose action 
stands next, had at the time of the indorsement 
722,071 members. Tlie convention of Christian 
Workers, whose indorsement is. next, had 450 
present when the unanimous vote of indorsement 
~as taken. The Woman's Christian Temperance 

Union, which comes next, had 185,521 at the time 
of the vote. The Roman Catholics, for whom 
Cardinal Gibbons speaks, number 7,200,000." 

Now what do we learn from this? Several 
things, namely: That out of 14,174,744 alleged 
petitioners for the Sunday law, only 407 persons. 
actually signed the petition. That in order to 
produce a greater effect, the petitions were pre
sented first by States and Territories, and then in 
bulk. In that way the strength of the petitions, 
which had already been duplicated, was dupli
cated again. 

But this is not ali. We find that the entire 
membership of the Methodist, the Baptist, and 
the Presbyterian Churches in the United States 
is taken to help make up the 14,17 4,7 44 alleged 
petitioners. This was done because the annual 
convention of those bodies indorsed the petition. 
A vote by a few hundred people was thus swelled 
into nearly seven million. Not only so, but by 
the wording of the petition, every member of 
those churches was certified to as being "21 
years of age or more." Of course everybody rec
ognizes that as another fraud. 

Still further: The entire membership of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, the 
KnightsofLabor, and the Brotherhood ofLocomo
tive Engineers, is counted on the strength of a vote 
taken by a few members ofthose bodies, in conven
tion assembled. Of course the members of the 
vV oman's Christian Temperance Union could, on 
general principles, be counted as favoring the bill; 
but as they are Christian women, they of course be
long to some one of the clmrches previously re
ported. The same is true largely of the Knights of 
Labor and the Brotherhood of Locomoti~·e Engi
neers. Not only were they represented as favoring 
the bill, although but few of them had ever heard 
of it,:and many were opposed, but they were repre
sented three times, as we have already seen. 

More yet: After this 14,000,000 and more ' 
petitioners, only 407 of 'vhom ever petitioned, had 
been presented to Congress as organizations, then 
as churches, etc., Mr. Blair arose again and 
said:-

,, I have here a petition of the Vvoman's Christian 
Temperance Union of New Jersey, with 6,000mem
bers; of Indiana, 2,500 members; of Massachusetts, 
6,000; of Delaware, 800; of Illinois, 9,000; of Iowa, 
6,00(); of Pennsylvania, 6,000; of Dakota, 1,800, and 
the.National nearly 20,000, praying Congress, etc." 

Just think! Petitions from many of these 
State temperance unions had been first presented 
by other senators; Then they were presented 
in the churches, then in the National Union, then 
again separately, and then once more in the Na
tional W. C. T. U. again; and after all this some 
more petitions were presented from Temperance 
Unions and "Sabbath Associations." Some of 
these good women were therefore presented as 
petitioners not less than six times in one clay; and 
since then petitions have been presented from the 
same people nearly every day while the session 
lasted. 

But this is not all by any means. Mr. Blair 
said in his analysis of the petitions: "The Roman 
Catholics, for whom Cardinal Gibbons speaks, 
number 7,200,000." Cardinal Gibbons had 
written a letter to Mr. Crafts, personally favoring 
the Sunday bill, and on the strength of that let
ter, the American Sabbath Union counted 7,200,-
000 names. Not only that, but they certified that 
all the Catholics in the United States, men, women, 
and children-are "21 years of age or more." 
Not only did Cardinal Gibbons say nothing about 
indorsing the petition for anybody but himself, 
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which he clea:rly had no right to do, but he him. 
self, as will be seen by his letter, which follows, 
declares that he had no thought of committing 
anybody else. 

One thing more shows the unprincipled methods 
employed to manufacture a huge list in favor of 
the Sunday bill. Not content to have the sepa
rate labor organizations indorse it by "representa
tion," that is, by a vote of a few, which could not 
represent the body, Mr. Crafts has. lately gone 
to work to secure the indorsement of the ·Fed
erated Trades, by which means he is able to 
count all the laboring men again. Thus he can 
count every man as many times as there are as
sociations to which he belongs. Not only so, but 
by their peculiar scheme of representative indorse
ment, they count many who are positively op
posed to their movement, and who have signed 
the counter petition. 

Now we ask the readers of the SENTINEL to 
decide whose image and whose superscription this 
Sunday movement bears. Does it bear the stamp 
of God? God cannot lie. But there is another 
being, the enemy of God and of all righteousness, · 
the prince of the power of the air, "the spirit 
which now worketh in the children of disobedi
ence," whose sole method of work is by fraud and 
deceit. Of him ~t is written that " he is a liar, 
and the father of It." We make no further state
ments, but leave the reader to trace the parentage 
of the Sunday movement as best he can. 

Let those who have been misrepresented by 
being counted in these wholesale indorsements, 
and those who have not been aware of the char
acter of the movement, protest vigorously; and.at 
once, so that the leaders in the Sunday-law move
ment may no longer be able to pose before Con
gress as the representatives of all goodness and 
honesty. ' E. J. w. 

He Spoke for Himself. 

" THE following from Mr. D. E. Lindsay, of 
Baltimore, a close observer of the National Re
form movement, and a good friend of the AMERI
CAN SENTINEL~ should be preserved, as it exposes 
the fallacy of the claim of the leaders of the 
American Sabbath Union, that Cardinal Gibbons 
indorsed the Sunday-Rest bill in behalf of the 
Catholic Church:'-

Located as I am near the residence of Cardinal 
Gibbpns, ·and being a reader of the Catholic News, 
published at Washington, D. C., and the Catholic 
Mirror, published in this city (Baltimore, Md.), I 
have watched for some time with interest the 

.sayings of the different Catholic writers, until I 
was convinced· that the so-called Protestants in 
their eagerness to secure the . passage of the Sun
day law, would forsalw the true principles of 
Protestantism, and rim after the very church 
fgainst which the famous protest was made in 
1529, when the emperor had commissioned his 
brother F~rdinand to announce that the decrees 
of the former diet, which had allowed liberty of 
action to all States in matters of religion, were now 
absolutely annulled by imperial command. 
~aving this evidence before me from Catholic 

writers, rus well as Protestant, I took the liberty to 
write the Cardinal a personal letter asking his 
purpose in signing. ~he petition for the passage of 
the Blair Sunday bill. I:n reply the Cardinal for-
· warded me the foll.owing letter by his Chancellor, 
J.P. Donahue:- . 

"CARDINAL'S RESIDENCE, l 
408 NORTH CHARLES ST., Baltimore, Md., 

Feb. 27, 1889. 
"MY DEAR SIR: In reply to your favor dated Feb. 

25, 1889, duly received, His Eminence Cardinal 

Gibbons desire!! me to write to you, that whatso
ever countenance His Eminence has given to the 
'Sunday law' referred to in your favor, as he had 
not the authority, so he had not the intention, of 
binding the archbishops, the bishQps, or the Cath
olic laity of the United States. His Eminence 
bids me say to you that he was moved to write a 
letter favoring the passage of the bill, mainly from 
a consideration of the Fest and recreation which 
would, result to our poor overworked fellow-citizens, 
and of the facility which it would then afford them 
of observing the Sunday in a religious and deco
rous way. 

"It is incorrect to assume that. His Eminence, 
in the alleged words of Senator Blair set forth in · 
your favor, 'sfgned the bill, thus pledging 7,200,-
000 Catholics as indorsing the bill.' 

''I have the honor to remain, with much respect, 
yours faithfully, J.P. DONAHUE, 

"Chancellor. 
" To D. E. Lindsey, Esq., 708 Rayner Avenue, 

Baltimore, Md.'' 

Where Sunday Laws Hit. 

THE Rev. Dr. G. W. Bothwell has stated that 
proposed Sunday 'laws are not "aimed at" those 
who observe the seventh day. Doubtless the 
same thing would have been said in Arkansas in 
1885, where the effort was made to repeal the 
clause exempting from the penalties of the Sunday 
law those· who observed any other day of the 
week. The sole object of those who secured that 
repeal was, as they said, to close the saloons, It 
was claimed that under cover of that exemption 
section, certain saloon keepers successfully defied 
the law. Accordingly the section was repealed, 
but the saloons were not molested. Out of twenty
one· cases of indictment for Sunday work, only oue 
person was not an observer of .the seventh day, 
and that one person was not convicted, although 
it was clearly proved that he worked. We pre
sent herewith a few of the cases, in order that our 
readers may see that Sunday laws almost inva
riably hit observers of the seventh day,' whether 
th~y are aimed at them or hot. We copy from chap
ter seven of" Civil Government and.Religion," by 
A. T. Jones, for sale at this office. For the sake 
of brevity, we omit, in most cases, the record of 
fines, etc. 

FIRS'l' CASE. 
"Elder J. W. Scoles, a Seventh-day Adventist 

minister, had gone from Michigan to Arkansas in 
June, 1884, to assist Elder D. A. Wellman in 
holding some meetings at Springdale, Washington 
County. As the result of these meetings, quite a 
number of persons adopted the faith of that body, 
and pi"acticed accordingly. In August, 1884, 
Elder Wellman died, and Elder Scoles continued 
the work in that place, In the winter of 1884-
85, Elder J. G. Wood went from Appleton City, 
Mo., to assist Elder . Scqles at Springdale. A 
church was organized in that place early in 1885, 
and the erection of a meeting-house was begun at 
once. In additl.on to his subscription to the en
terp:rise, Elder Scoles agreed to paint the house 
wh~n it should be ready. Further than this, we 
have the words of Elder Scoles himself He 
says:-

" 'I volunteered to do the painting as my share 
of the work, in addit~on to my subscription. I 
worked away at the church at odd times; sometimes 
half a day and sometimes more, as I could spare 
the time.' The last Sunday in April, 1885, in order 
to finish the work so I could be free to go out for 
the summer's labor with the tent, and expecting 
to go the next day twenty miles, I went over to the 
church, and finished up a small strip ofpainting on 
the south side of the. house, clear out of sight of all 
public roads; and here I quietly worked away for 

perhaps two hours, in which time I finished it, and 
then went home. It was for this offense that I was 
indicted.' 

"At the fall term, of the Circuit Court held at 
Fayetteville, Mr. J. A. Armstrong, of Springdale, 
was summoned before the Grand Jury. He was 
asked if he knew of any violations of the Sunday 
law. He said he did. · · 

" Gr.and Jury-' Who are they?' 
':Armstrong-' The 'Frisco Railroad is running 

t1·ams every Sunday.' 
"G. J.-' Do you know of any others.' 
''A.-' Yes; the hotels of this place are open, and 

do a full run of business on Sunday, as on other 
days.' 

''G. J.-' Do you know of any others?" 
· "A.-' Yes, sir; the drug stores and barber shops 

all keep open, and do business every Sunday.' · 
"G. ·J.-' Do you know of any others?' 
"A.-' Yes; the livery stables do more business 

on Sunda,y: than on any other day of the week.' 
"After several repetitions of this same form of 

questions and answers,in much the same manner 
in relation to other lines of business, this questio~ 
was reached- · 

" G. J.-' Do you know of any Seventh-day Ad
ventists who work on Sunday?' 

"A.-' Yes, sir.' · 

"After getting from the witness the names of his 
brethren, indictments were found against five per
sons, all of whom were Seventh-day Adventists. 
Elder Scoles was one of the five." _ 
· From the above it will be seen that special 
pains was taken to indict none but those who had 
conscientiously observed the seventh day; A more 
marked instance of deliberate persecution could 
not be imagined. Mr. Scoles was convicted, and 
an appeal was taken to the Supreme Court, where 

. the decision ofthe lower court was sustained. 

SECOND CASE. 

Mr. Meeks. had been a resident of Arkansas 
since 1856, with the exception of one year. He 
had held the office of justice of the peace for anum
ber of years both before and after the war. When 
he 'became a Seventh-day Adventist he refused 
to hold the office longer, because its duties con
flicted with his observance of the Sabbath. 

"Mr. Meeks was indicted at the July term of 
the Circuit Court, 1885, for Sabbath breaking. 
He was arrested in November, 1885, and held 
under bonds of $500 for his appearance in Jan
uar.y. The offense for which he was indicted 
was planting potatoes on Sunday-the third Sun
day in March, 1885. The work was done near 
Mr. Meeks's own house, and not nearer than two 
and a half miles to any public road or any place 
ofpublic worship. _ 

"On the day referred to, Mr. La Fever and his 
wife went to visit Mr. Meeks at his home, and 
found Mr. Meeks planting potatoes. Mr. Meeks · 
quit his work, and spent the rest of the day visiting 

. with Mr. La Fever; La Fever afterward reported 
Mr. Meeks to the Grand Jury; and as the conse
quence, Mr. Meeks was indicted, as stated. The 
ftmrth Monday in January, Meeks appeared before 
Judge Herne. His case was laid over to await 
the decision of the Supreme Court in the Scoles 
case. 

FIFTH CASE. 

"James M. Pool, a Seventh-day Adventist, was 
indicted for Sabb:tth breaking, at the fall term 
of the'Circuit Court held at FayetikVille, begin
ning the first Monday in Septefuber, 1885 .. 

He waived his right to jury trial. The only 
witness in th\ case was J. W. Cooper. Cooper 
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, and 
professed sanctification. He went to Pool'e 
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house on Sunday morning, to buy some tobacco, 
and found Pool hoeing in his garden; so testified 
before the court, Judge Pittman presiding. The 
judge sustained the indictment, pronounced Pool 
guilty, and fined him one dollar and costs, amount
ing to $30.90. 

SIXTH CASE. 

"Mr. J. A. Armstrong moved f'rom Warren 
County, Indiana, to Springdale, Arkansas, in 1878. 
In September, 1884, he joined the Seventh-day Ad
ventist Church at Springdale. November, 1885, he 
was indicted by the Grand Jury for Sabbath 
breaking. On the 13th of February, 1886, he 
was 'arrested by William Holcomb, deputy sheriff 
for Washington County, and was held under bonds 
of $250 for his appearance at the May term of' 
the Circuit Court. The particular offense upon 

·which the charge of Sabbath breaking was based, 
was for digging potatoes in his field on ·Sunday. 
Millard Courtney was the prosecuting witness. 
Mr. Armstrong had a contract for building the 
school~house at Springdale. Mr. Courtney, with 
a friend, went to Armstrong's house on Sunday, 
to negotiate a contract for putting the tin roof on 
the school-house. From the house they went into 
the field where Mr. Armstrong was digging pota
toes. There the business was all talked over, and 
the contract was secured for putting on the tin 
roof. Then this same Courtney became the pros
ecuting witness against Mr. Armstrong for work
ing on Sunday. 

".On the· first Monday in May, Mr. Armstrong 
appeared before Judge Pittman, .Circuit Judge of 
the Fourth Judicial District, at Fayetteville; and, 
waiving his right to jury trial, submitted his case 
to the court for decision. Judge Pittman sus
tained the indictment. Fine and costs, amount
ing to $26.50, were paid, and Mr. Armstron-g was 
released." 

NINTH CASE. 

"Mr. James, a Seventh-day Adventist, was in~ 
dictedi'by the Grand Jury in January, 1886, for 
Sabbath breaking; 'The particular offense was for 
doing carpenter work on Sunday. The indict
ment was founded on the testimony of Mr. Pow
ers, a minister of the Missionary Baptist Church. 
Mr. James was working on a house for a widow, 
near the Hot Springs Railroad:. The work was 
done without any expectation of receiving pay
ment, and wholly as a charitable act for the poor 
widow, who was . a member· of the Methodist 
Church. Mr. James worked in the rain to do it, 
because the widow was about to be thrown out of 
the house in which she lived, and had no place to 
shelter herself and family. Powers, the informer, 
lived about six hundred yards from where the 
worJt was done, and on that very Sunday had 
carried wood from within seven rods of where Mr. 
James was at. work, and chopped up the wood in 
sight of Mr. James. 

TENTH O.A.SE. 

"At the Janu'ary term in 1886, Mr. Meeks was 
indicted the second time. July 13 he was ar
rested on a bench warrant in the hands of Will
iam La Fever. Meeks gave bonds for his ap
pearance at the July term of court. The offense 
was fpr fixing his wagon-brake on Sunday. He 
was reported to the Grand Jury by Riley Warren. 
Warren had gone to Meeks's house on the Sunday 
referred,. to in th~ indictment, to ·see Mr. Meeks 
about h!ring a teacher for their public school, for 
both of them were members of the School Board 
of their district. In the course of their con versa
von, Mr. Meeks incidentally mentioned having 

mended his wagon-brake that morning. This was 
reported to the Grand Jury by Mr. Warren, and 

· the indictment followed. 

ELEVENTH CASE. 

"John A. Meeks, aged fourteen years, son of 
Edward L Meeks, wa:s indicted by the Grand 
Jury at the January term of the Circuit Court of 
1886, for Sabbath breaking. The offense was for 
shooting squirrels on Sunday. The place where 
the squirrels were shot was in a mountainous dis
trict entirely away from any public road, or any 
place of public worship. He was reported by a 
Mr. M. Reeves. The sons "of Mr. Reeves were 
hauling wood with a team on that same Sunday, 
and were present with the Meeks boy in the woods, 
and scared the·squirrels arourid the trees for the 
Meeks boy to shoot. Wheu the sport was over, 
the Meeks boy divided the game with the Reeves 
boys. 

" Then the father of the Reeves boys reported 
the Meeks boy and he was indicted. His case 
was held over to await the' decision of the Supreme 
Court in the Scoles case. ~t the January term in 
1887, the boy confessed judgment, and was fined 
$5.00, and $3.00 county tax was assessed, and the 
costs, amounting in all to $22. The fine was paid, 
and the boy released." 

FOURTEEN1'H CASE. 
"William H: Fritz was indicted at the April 

term of the Circuit Court in 1886, for Sabbath
breaking, and held under $250 bonds for his ap
pearance at the September term, at Huntsville. 
Mr. Fritz is a wood-workman, and the offense 
charged was for working in the shop OI). Sunday. 
The shop was in the country, and two hundred 
yards from the public road. The indictment was 
sustained. The defendant was fined $1.00 and 
costs, amounting to $28. Mr. Fritz was a Sev
enth-day Adventist." 

SIXTEENTH CASE, 

"I. L. Benson was notat that time a member of 
any church, made no pretensions to religious faith, 
and did not observe any day. He had the con
tract for painting the railroad bridge IJ,cross the 
Arkansas River at Van Buren, Ark. He worked 
a set of hands on the bridge all days of' the week, 
Sundays included. In May, 1886, Mr. Benson 
and one of his men were arrested on the charge 
·of Sabbath breaking. They were taken to Fort 

c Smith, and arraigned before a justice of the peace. 
The justice did not put them through any form 
of trial, nor even ask them whether they were 
guilty or not guilty, but read a section of the law 
to them, and told them he would make the fine as 
light as possible, amounting, with costs, to $4.75 
each. They refused to pay the fines, and were 
placed in custody of the sheriff. The sheriff gave 
them the freedom of the place, only requiring 
them to appear at the justice's office at a certain 
hour. Mr. Benson telegraphed to the general 
manager of the railroad in regard to the matter. 
The gene~al manager telegraphed to his attorney 
in that city to attend to the cases. 

"Mr. Benson and his men appeared before the 
justice for a hearing in their cases. It was 
granted, with some reluctance. The attorney, Mr. 
Bryolair, told the justice it was a shame to.arrest 
men for working on the bridge at the risk of their 
lives to· support their families, when the public 
work in their own town was principally done on 
Sunday. A hearing was granted, and the trial 
set for the next day. 

" They were not placed under any bonds at all, 
but were allowed to go on their own reco.Q'nizance. 

The following day a jury was impaneled and the 
trial begun. The deputy sheriff was the leading 
witness, and swore positively that he saw them at· 
work on Sunday .. The jury brought in a verdict 
to the effect that they had 'agreed to disagree.' 
This was on Wednesday. The following Mon
day was set for a new trial. lifo bond was even 
at this time required. The defendants appeared 
at the time appointed, and pleaded liot guilty. 
The justice, after giving them a brief lecture, 
dismissed the case." 

TWENTIETH CASE. 
"In August, 1886, Mr. P. Hammond, a member 

of the Baptist Church, appeared befor~ the Grand 
Jury in Hot Spring County, and charged J. L. 
Shockey with l1auling rails and clearing land on 
Sunday, the first day of the week, July 11, 1886. 
The Grand Jury presented an indictment. On 
December 14,1886, Mr. Shockey was arrested and 
taken to Malvern, locked up until the next day, 
when he gave the usual bond for his appearance 
at court, and was released. . The work for which 
Mr. Shockey was indicted was done on a new 
farm which he was opening up in the woods, three
fourths of a mile from any public road, and more 
than a mile from any place of public worship, 
and not in sight of either. The witness, Mr. 
Hammond, passed by where Mr. Shockey was at 
work, and after he had gone some distance, re
turned, and spoke to Mr. Shockey about buying 
from him a Plymouth Rock rooster. The bargain 
was then made, Hammond agreeing to pay Shockey 
fifty cents for the rooster. 

"Shockey was indicted, and his case set for trial 
February 7, 1887. This case, with the one before 
mentioned, and some others that had been held 
over to await the decision in the' Scoles case, was 
called, and February 11 fixed as the day of trial 
for all." 

These are sufficient to show the practical work
ings of a Sunday law that was not " aimed at'' 
observers of the seventh day. If such results 
can come from the law when it is not aimed at 
them, what will be the result when they go delib
erately to work to SE)cure "legislation embarrass
ing to them''? We say that the man who knows 
these things and does not vigorously oppose such 
legislation, no matter what his religious belief, 
or whether he has any at all, is destitute of pa- . 
triotism and of the feelings of common humanity. 

But let it be understood that no National Re
former or active Sunday-law agitator of any 
organization whatever, has ever said a word in 
disfavor of the course pursued in Arkansas. On 
the contrary, the restoration of the section ex
empting observers of the seventh day from the 
penalties of the law, was strenuously opposed by 
many religious leaders. The editor of the .Ar
kansas Methodist declared 'in his paper that "the 
Sabbath laws" without the exemption section had 
"worked well enough," and were about as near 
perfect as we Dan expect to get them under the 
present Constitution." In view of these things, 
which are generally known, and which have been 
brought time and again to the attention of Sun-· 
day-law workers, and in view of the action of the 
present Arkansas Legislature, and of the sayings 
of such men as Dr. Bothwell; and of the further 
fact that exemption clauses are vigorously de
nounced, we think we are justified in saying 
that, as a general thing, Sunday laws" are aimed" 
quite directly at observed of.the seventh day. 

• • 

"WHAT other nations call religious toleration, 
we call religious rights." 
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Religious Intolerance in Arkansas. 

THAT the various attempts to secure National 
and.State Sunday laws are in the exact line of the 
work of so-called National Reform, becomes more 
and mo-re apparent as we notice the character of the 
work. The idea of all who are thoroughly com
mitted to the wor~seems to be that they own the 
earth, and that any who differ with them, no 
matter how conscientiously, have no rights what
ever. The read~rs of the SENTINEL are familiar 
with the remark of E. B. Graham, a vice-presi
dent of the National Reform Association, that its 
opponents, whom he denominated "opponents of 
the Bible," might" go to some wild, desolate land, 
and in the name of the devil, and fo:r the sake of 
the devil, subdue it and set up a government of 
their own." The Rev. G. W. Bothwell; D. D., of 
Oakland, speaks lordly of Sunday-law people as 
being the "benefactors" of the observers of the 
seventh day, because they allow them to live in 
their country, and quietly live out their religion. 

In the same line is· the speech of Senator Till
man, of Arkansas, in support of his Sunday bill, 
in the Arkansas Legislature, March 4. The bill in 
question is a bill to repeal the clause which now 
exempts conscientious observers of the seventh 
day from the penalties of the Sunday law. From 
the report in the Little Rock Gazette, March 5, 
we take the folio win~:-

"Senator Tillman, the author of the bill repeal
ing the statute, taking the floor in favor of his bill, 
said:-

"Mr. President, I assume that Christianity is 
the true religion, and that the first day ofthe week 
is the Christian Sabbath. The Christian Sabbath 
is an institution of God Almighty, and should be 

. respected as such, and if assailed the civil law 
should be invoked to protect it. This bill provides 
for the general observance of the first .day of the 
week as a day of rest from secular enjoyments, 
other than those of necessity, comfort, or charity. 
It is in the nature of a civil regulation only. It 
is not of the character of State protection to chm:ch. 
It does not seek to violate the principle that affairs 
of Church and State should be kept separate. It 
interferes in no way with the full anci free exer- . 
cise of religious freedom. The State has a right 
by legislative enactment to provide for the observ
ance of the Sabbath-day, and to punish a violator 

-of the same, and keep within the purview of the 
Constitution of the United States and the Consti
tution of the State of Arkansas. The Supreme 
Court of this State, in the case of the State against 
Scoles, decided that the law of 1885, which the bill 
seeks to revive, was constitutional. 

"I have a local interest in the measure. In my 
county (Washington) we have a religioJ.lS sect 
known as the Seventh-day Adventists, a very de
vout and respectable people, but they labor on our 
Sabbath and greatly annoy the Christian people of 
that section. In Springdale, where most ()f these 
people live; there exists a very great demand for 
the passage of this bill .. I promised those people 
to introduce a bill of this kind. I have done so, 
a"nd worked earnestly for its passage, and if it does 
pass this Senate I will meet with a- hearty 'well 
done' from my friends there on my return from my 

. labors here. \ · 
"I want to ask senators who vote against the 

bill if they would like to have their children raised 
in a community where they would be compelled to 
see. the Christian Sabbath desecrated? What effect 
wohld it have on a.;~hild \'<> pass, on the way to 
ch~rch or Sunday-school,ll.me;n plowing or reaping 
in the fields, whert you li're doing all you can to 
bring it up in the way it should gQ!i? I imagine 
you gentlemen would~cpPt relish exposure of this 
kind~· If you lived in Springdale for a few months 

·your opinions on the 'religio~_,liberty' function 
would undergo a radical change. Those Seventh-. 
day Adventists are g~nerally good citizens, but· 

they have become very aggressive since the passage 
of the Sunday law of two years ago, and our people 
·are- getting very tired of thein. The senator from 
Independence suggests that if this bill should pass 
it will drive these people from the State. That 
would not be a serious loss. There would be fewer 
Sabbath breakers to deal with. After having left 
Arkansas they might very truly exclaim-

" True patriots are we; 
For be it understood, 

We left our country 
For our country's gooq." 

It is apparent. that proscription is the hand
maid of Sunday legislation. What is the reason 
that Mr. Tillman wants to restrict the God-given 
privileges of Seventh-day Adventists to work on 
six days and rest the seventh·? Oh, since they 
were granted, not equal rights, but simple toler
ation, they have become "aggressive.'' What 
does that mean? Simply that they have been 
actively preaching the faith which they profess, 
and have induced many to accept it. Has that 
faith made them more vicious? does the accept
ance of it by any peopl~ make them worse neigh
bors, and endanger life or property? No; not 
by any means; but it 1s contrary to the· belief of 
the majority; and so it must be suppressed, and 
those who hold it be driven from the State. Yet 
the Senator dares say that the bill is .not in the 
nature of religious legislation, nor of State pro-

. tection to church, and that "it interferes in no 
w.ay with the full· and free exercise of religious 
freedom." We prefer to have religious freedom 
defined by somebody who gives better evidence 
of a knowledge of religion than being the author 
of a bill to drive innocent people from the State, 
because they do not believe as others do. 

The bill passed the Senate by avote of16 to 11. 
Vv e have not yet heard from the Lower House . 

Capital and Labor. 

THE fallacy which is common to almost all 
labor organizations, and which the leaders and 
·~walking delegates" of these organizations gen
erally do their utmost to propagate among work
ingm~n, and that, too, for selfish purposes, con~ 
sists in the assumption that there is a real conflict 
between th'e two classes represented by the terms 
"capital" and "labor." The term "capital" 
means those who have an accumulated capital, and 
are engaged in some form of business that makes it 
necessary for them to become the employers of 
others, paying them wages for their labor. The 
term "labor" means those who, not having cap
ital which they can invest in any branch of 
business, have nothing to sell but their labor, and 
support themselves and their families out of the 
wages paid to them by their employers. The one 
class want and need to buy labor, and the other 
class just as much want and need to sell labor. 
Both classes, so far from being arrayed against 
each other, are supplementary to each other and 
mutually dependent upon each other. Neither 
can get along without the . other. There is no 
just occasion for any war between them any more 
than between the buyers and sellers of commodi
ties. Their interests are not conflicting but co
incident and mutually contributory. 

What is the rate of compensation that capital 
ot.ght to pay to labor? How much shall the 
seller of labor receive from the employ>er for the 
service rendered by the former to the latter? 
There is only one practical answer to this question; 
and that answer, in the long run, and as a general 
rule, will be more equitable than any other which 
it is possible to give, where buyers and sellers are 

left free to make their own bargains. The law of 
supply and demand, under free competition, will 
fix the price oflabor as between buyers and sellers 
oflabor,just as it fixes the price of all commodi
ties that come into the market to be bought and 
sold. When the demand exceeds the supply of 
labor, wages will rise; and when the supply ex
ceeds the demand, wages will just as naturally 
fall to a lower mark. \Vhen buyers compete 
with each other, prices necessarily advance; and 
when sellers compete ·with each other, they as 
necessarily go down. This has been the history 
of the world ever since men began to buy and 
sell; and it will .continue to be its history through 
all time. The result is an average market price, 
which the buyer must pay and tlfe seller must 
accept. 

All the labor organizations that were ever got
ten up by men cannot repeal this law, or put 
in its place any other law that would, on the 
whole~ work better for the interests of human 
society, including all classes. Such organizations 
may for a short period force prices out of their 
natural course; but in the end they will come 
back again under the general law of supply and 
demand. Such has been the fact in the past, and 
we conclude that it will. be so in the future. 

The plain truth is, that capital and labor are · 
naturally and necessarily co-operative and not 
antagonistical. They have common interests, and 
work together, and must work together. All that 
capital needs is a free market in which to buy, 
and all that labor needs is a free market in which 
to sell. Give to both a free market without any 
coercion or constraint on either side, and each in 
serving itself will, under the natural laws of tradG, 
serve the others. " Walking delegates" and labor 
"stri.kes " are a very poor remedy for regulating 
the rate of wages. They produce far more harm 
than good, and are a general curse to the best 
interests of society.-Independent, N. Y., Jan. 3, 
1889. .. 

THE following from the Chicago Tribune of 
February 14 is an illustration of the unconscion
able tyranny of the spirit of trades unionism:-, 

The brutality of trades unionism reached its 
climax in Brooklyn Tuesday when a walking del
egate stopped a funeral procession because there 
was_a "scab" cab in the line. The living have had 
to submit to considerable inconvenience in their af
fairs from time to time, to meet the requirements of 
these associations. It was scarcely to be expeched 
that the dead would be kept above the earth until 
the orders of the walki'ng delegate should be 
obeyed. But in the instance alluded, to the fun
eral halted and remained at a standstill until the 
offensive cab was driven away, and then the -offi
ces of humanity were permitted to proceed. It is 
incredible that any intelligent body of men ap
prove of so brutal a business; and if the walking 
delegate who made so unseemly a disturbance is 
not removed from a post he has so discreditably 
filled, the reputation of his union ought to be set
tled with the people of Brooklyn. They should 
give it a thorough taste of its own medicine. 

AT the quarterly conventign of the Alleghany 
County (Pa.) W. C. T. U., Mrs. Sarah E. Gem
mill made a strong plea for National Reform, 
closing her speech as follows: "I ask you as 
Christian wgmen tG help amend. the C9nsJ;itutinn 
@f our Nation, s& that it will acknowledge GfJd 
as the s~urce of autherij;y, Jesus as the Ruler, and 
the Bible as the standard by which all moral 
issues in the political world are to be decided." 



~rlv.erti~.etn.entz. 
ADVERTISING RATES made known oR appli· 

~cation. No advertisements of patent medicines, 
novelties, cigars; tobacco, liquors, novels or any·' 
thing of a trivial, intemperate, immoml or impure 

, nature accepted. We 1'eserve the right to reject ANY 
_ advertisement. 

The issues which this paper discusses are the "live 
qu~stions" of the day, and the straightforward, 

, consistent course of the SnNTINI!L has made for the 
paJ)er thousands of fl'iends in every tate and 'l'erri· 

:tory in the Union. It is a paper which is read, re· 
read; pasHed to the neighbors to read, and finally 
mailed -to other friends. Only a small amount .of 

: spa:ce is given to n.dvettisements, and the paper is 
therefpre a valuable medium for advertisers. 

V IEWS OF NATIONAL 
REFORM. -

(Package No, 1.) 
I 

· '{'hfs pttckage contains thirt<JWl tracts (184 pages), 
treating upon the vadous phases of the National Re
form-movement, as follows: 

; NO, , PAGES, 
· 1. Evels of Religious Legislation,.................. 8 

· 2 •. Religious Liberty,.................................... 8 
11. National Reform and the Rights of Con· 

Sci6nce, ................ u•••• .. •••• ....................... 16 
4,' The. American Papacy, ............................ 16 
5', Bold and Base Avowal.. ............................ 16 
6. NationatReform is Church and State, ....... 16 
;., Purity of National Religion,..................... 8 
8. The Salem Witchcraft,................. ...... ...... 8 
9. What Think Ye of ChristY........... ............ 8 

1Q. National Reformed Constitution and the 
American Hierarchy, .............................. 24 

11. The _Republic of Israel, .............. :............... 8 
12. National Reformed Presbytenamsm, ......... 32 
13. The National Reform Movement an Ab· 

·surdity, .................................................. 16 
The above package will be sent post-paid to any 

address for twenty cents. 
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal. 

Artistic Dress Reform. 
A Rei'orm in Ladies• Dress is a subject 

which a.t-present is one ofgre"t interest-to the most 
intelligent and thou;-httul people of this 
aniJ other countries. LadieS will find the 'best 

· ltnodes i'or health1'nl dressing in the large 
' illustrated pamphlet, "Jlow to D:~.•ess llealth· 
, fully," or dress and its relation to the health of fe· 
- males, published by the LADIES' Dm<ss REFORM Co., 

27 BARBOUR ST., BATTLE CREEK, MICH. Send them a 
t.wo·cent stamp for postage1 and they will mail one to 
your address. Mention th1s paper, 

C ROWN JEWELS. 
A beautiful book of nearly 650 pages, . and 
illustrated with the finest steel engravmgs. 
Prices rel;llarkably low and discounts to agents 

large. Send for circulars and full particulars. 
PA,PlFlC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., Oakland, 

Cal., General Ag·ents for Pacific Coast,_ 

B. AT:L'LE CBEI!JK COLL'GE 
. BATTLE OREEIL, MICH. 

SPECIAI, ADVANTAGES. 
Slx Departments of Instruction, namely: Collegi· 

·, "te, Theolog-ical, English, Preparatory, Manual Train· 
log, and Primary and Inter~ediate. A large faculty 
of competent teachers. Thorough Instruction. A 
reading·J'Oom, and a well selected library. Good 
Hchool appli»nces, apparatus, and chemical )abom
tory. Healthful and desirable location. High staud· 

. ard .of scholarship and morals, and good religions 
influences. 

SPECIAL FEATURES. 
''rhor0ugh and judicious discipline. Industrial 

training. Biblical instruction. A Missionary De
partment. Physical and moral training. 

EXPENSES. 
In price of board, room-rent, and tuition, this Col

lege presents as great inducements as any institu
tion of- learning in tho land. · 

For catalogues or further information, address, 
llATTLE CREEK COLLEGE, 

Batt.le Creek, Mich 

-THE-

SIGNS OF :L'HE TI~ES. 

A SIX'l'EEN·PAGE 

RELIGIOUS FAMILY JOURNAL, 
Published Weekly, in the Interest of the 

International '!'met Society. 

This journal is devoted to expositions of prophecy 
and the dissemination of general Biblical knowledge. 
Its contents are of tho most varied kind, the depart
ments embracing Editorial and General Articles, 
Health and Temperance, Home Circle, Sabbath
school, Missionary, and Secular and Religious News. 

Among expoHitory journals it takes tho lead, both 
in quality and quantity of matter. lt has proved of 
unusual interest to its tens of thousands of readei·~, 
who everywhere pronounce it a live religious paper; 
a reliable exjlositor of Scripturo; and a house~old 
journal, the contents of which are pure and elevatmg. 

Terms, per year, $2.00. Three mon~hs trial suh· 
scription, for 50 cents. Send for free sample copy, 
and circular. Address, · 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

p )CIFIC L~~Eg:~: 
SEND FOR CIRCULARS. 

Cram's Superior Maps. 
WANTED.-SALESMEN for Cra'm's Superior U.S. 

and World :Map, State Maps, Charts, etc. They sell 
rapidly because the people need them, want them 
and will have them. Commission very liberal. 
For terms and territory,'address their general agent, 

A. K. ATTEBERRY, 
KEENYILLE, ILLINOIS. 

RESIDENCE LOTS. 

A GOOD LOOATION for residence. Lot 
60x100 feet, on Forty-second Street, near 
Marl<et, within three hlocks of Telegraph 
Avenue street~cars. on the east, and three 

blocks to !San· Pablo Avenue cable line on the west. 
These lots in the Alden Tract at·e selling for $500 on 
time payments. · I will sell the above described lot, 
50 feet front, on sunny side of street, for $425 ($225 
cash, balance on $10 monthly installments, with in
terest on said histallments at the rate of 8 per cent 
per annum), if sold within SO days from date of this 
newspn.per. For map, abstract, and free conveyance 
to the property, call on B. R. Nordyke, at the Pacific 
Press buildings, corner Twelfth and Castro Streets. 

P ACIFIC 
. HEALTH 

. JOURNAL 
AND TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE. 

A TlliRTY~TWO PAGE MONTHLY MAGAZINE, devoted to 
the dissemination of true temperance principles, and 
instruction in the art of presm·ving health. It is em· 
phatically 

A JOURNAL FOR THE PEOPLE, 

Containing :what everybody wants to know, and is 
thoroughly practical. Its range of subjects is un
limited, embracing everything that in any way affects 
the health. Its articles being short and pointed, it is 
specially adapted to farmers, mechanics, and house· 
keepers, who have but little leisure for reading. It 
is just the journal that every family needs, and m11y 
be read with profit b,v all. Price, $100 per year or 
with the 300-page premium book-" Practical Ma~ual 
of Hygiene and Temperance," containing household 
and cooking recipes-post-paid fo1· $1.40. 

Address, 

PACIFIC HEALTH JOURNAL, 
OAKLAND, <1AL. 

-THE-

S

ABBATH QUESTION 

IS THE , 

LEADING SUBJECT OF THE DAY. 

The great demand of the hour, from £he pulpit and 
th~ press, in social circles and in Legislative Halls, is 
that the Sabbath be more strictly observed. To as· 
sist the intelligent-minded of our land to have correct 
views of this important question, a hook has been 
prepo,red which thoroughly discusses the Sabbatic 
mstitution in every conceivable phase. Such is the 
valuable work entitled 

"HISTORY OF THE SABBATH AND THE FIRST 
DAY OF THE WEEK." 

By ELDER J. N. ANDREWS. 

This g1·eat and exhaustive work is the result of ten 
years' hard labor and historical research. The book 
contains 54812mo. pages, and is printed in clear typo, 
on good paper, and is well hound. Price, post·paid, 
$2.00. 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Oakland California. 

F ATHERS OF THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

JlY ELDER E. J. WAGGONER, 

HISTORY repeats itself, because human nature is the 
sa,me in all ages of the world~ Hence, he who would 
know how to avoid error in the· future, must know 
how errors have developed in the past. The "Fathers 
ol the Catholic Church" shows the condition of the 
heathen world at the time of Christ, briefly states the 
principles of ancient heathen philosophy, and shows 
how the adoption of these principles by prominent 
men in the church, and the incautious lowering of the 
standard of pure Christianity, rlcveloped the Papacy 
which was simply anew phase of paganism. It show, 
that by tho time of Constantine every phase of the 
Papacy was fully developed, ::md was only waiting for 
supreme power. The chapter on 

SUN-WORSHIP AND SUNDAY 

Is alone worth tlw price of the book.- Fine Eng·Jish 
cloth, substantially bound, contains about 400 pages, 
and will be sent post-paid at the nominal price of 
$1. oo. Address, 

Panific PresS" Publishing gompany, 
OAKLAND CAL 

Or, 43 Bond St., N~w YQrll; Cit:y. 

SOCIAL PURITY A vigorous and stirring ad-
' dress on SOCIAL PURITY 

by J. H. KELLOGG, M, D., SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
LARGES1' 1\IED!CAL AND SURGICAL SANITARIUM IN THE 
\VORLD. Fifth edition. Fiftieth thousand. Also con
tains a "']'alk to Girls," by Mas. E. E. RELLOGG, 
A. Jlf., Associate Superintendent of Social Purity 
Department of tbe National Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union. This talk is full of helpful sug· 
g·estions to mothers and their daughters respecting 
the means of promoting the development of a hig·her 
type of womanhood in the rising generation of girls. 
A copy should be placed in the hands of every man, 
woman and youth. 64large octavo pages. Price, 15 
cents; 20copies, post-paid,$2.25. Address: PACtFIC 
PRESS PURLISIIIN'G Co., Oakland, Cal. 

Smith'sDia[ram of Parliamentary Rules 
A lucid and interesting treatise on Parliamentary 

usages. By a simple map, with converging lines. it 
shows the relation of any one motion to eYery other 
motion, and a.t a. glance answers over five hundred 
questions in regard to parliamentary matters. A 
very ingenious and useful arrangement. 

The N. Y. Independent says: "Smith's Diagram 
of Parliamentary Rules'' is an admirably ingenious 
simplification of the confused matter of parliamentary 
practice. Mr. U. Smith has put more of the essence 
of parliamentary practice into small space and lucid 
order than we find in any other manual." 

Breast-pocket size, 34 pages, bound in muslin. 
Price, 50 cents. Send for a cop.v. 

Pacific Press Publishing Company, 
OAKLAND, 0AL. 

SAFETY PBNCIL POCii:ET 

N~AT; CHEAP, SERVICEABLE. 

They perfectly secure pen or pencil 
in the pocket, so that it cannot fall out 
when stooping. Can be easily and 
safely attached to any part of the 
clothing. A small investment will 
prevent the Joss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. 

_ PRICES. 
No. 1, Russia Leather, for 2 pens IOc. 
No. 2, " :: " 8 " 15c. 
No.3, " metal back, 

2 pens • • • ·15c. 
No.4, L<ussia Leather, metal back, I 

8 pens, • • -- 20c. 
No; 5, Seal Skin, for 2 pens, 15c. 
No. 6, " " '' 8 " 25c. 
No, 7, Russia Leather,for4pens, 25c. 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. We 
guarantee these pockets SUPERIOR 
IN EVERY PARTICULAR to similar 
styles formerly sold and stili offered at 
much higher prices. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING Co., 
Oakland, Cal. 

T HE RURAL HEALTH 
. BETBEAT, 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS, ST. HELENA, .. 
Napa County, Cal. 

A DELIGHTFUL 

RESORT AND SANITARIUM, 
Offers unrivaled advantages to 

'l'OURIS'J'S AND ALL GLASSES Qll 
INVALIDS, • 

llOTH IN SUMM)i]R AND WIN'l'ER. 

The Retreat is situated on the southwestern slope 
of Howell Mountain, a locality of enviable reputatiou 
for health-recuperating qualities, 400 feet above and 
overlooking the 

NOTED AND BEAUTIFUL NAPA VALLEY. 
Its natural advantages are equal to those of any 

other health resort. lt is noted for its pure water, 
dry atmosphere, clear and balmy sunshine, even tem
peratut·e. mild breezes, and the absence of l1ig·b winds. 

Patients are under the constant care of skillful Phy· 
sicians, whose efforts are supplemented by skillful 
trained nurses. 

Different forms of baths, electric appliances, and 
n1assage are among the many remedial agencies enl-

pld~~STAL SPRINGS is two and one-half miles 
from St. Helena, which is on a branch of the Central 
Pacific Railroad. · 

Persons sending notice will be met at the St. Hel
ena depot by a caniage from the RETRNAT. 

Te1ephone connection between St. Helena and the 
RETREAT. 

EXPENSES MODERATE ! 
Come and see for 'yourself this beautiful Resort. 

Persons desirous of knowing whether their case is 
one of probable cure can ascertain by addressing· 
RURAL HE.ALTH RETREAT. 

For descriptive pamphlet and further particulars 
address 

RURAL HEALTH RETREAT, 
St. Helena,gapa Co., Cal. 
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OUTH LANCASTER 
ACADEMY. 

SOUTH LANCASTER, MASS. 

AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OF 
INCREASING POPULARITY. 

This school is located at South Lancaster Worces
ter County, Mass., thirty-five miles from Bo;ton and 
was founded in 1882. ' 

It is prosperous becanse operated on correct edu· 
cational principles. Thorough instruetion is given in 
all the common branches, and those of the usual high 
school and academic courses. Thefe. are also well 
sustained Biblical and Normal Departments. 

ITS SPECIAL FEATURES ARE 
1. A judicious discipline for the development of 

moral character. It is a safe place for the young. 
2. Methods of teaching that aim at mental disci· 

pline of a high type. 
3. Instruction and practice in various kinds of 

manual labor and the use of tools. 
4. Ast mishingly low expenses. Sixteen dollars 

per school month pays all expense of tuition, board, 
lodging, washing, lights, fuel, etc. 

For catalogue or further information address, 
PROF. GEO. W. CAVINESS, Princz'pal. 

South Lancaster, Jl1ass. 

S

HORTHAND 

WITHOUT A TEACHER 

Stenography taught complete in 60 lessons by the 
use of the 

NEW CARD METHOD. 
This is not a new system of Shorthand, but a new 

method of teaching a standard and reliable system, 
such as is used in nearJy all of the cOurts, legisla· 
tures and public assemblies throughout the United 
States, 

No books whatever required. Each Jesson is 
pdnted on a. heavy card, and the series embrace, 
every principle known to the art. Price, post-paid, 
$1 50, Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Oakland, Cal, 

V INDICATION OF 
THE TRUE SABBA.:L'H. 

BY J. w. MORTON, 
Former Missionary of the Reformed Presbyterian 

Ohureh to Hayti. 

This pamphlet is an ahle treatise on the divine ap· 
pointment of the Sabbath of the Bible. The personal 
narrative of its author contains a noble instance of 
self-sacrifice and devotion to the trnth for the truth's 
sake. 

The reader of this little work will find breathed 
throughout its pages a mild and Christian spirit, 
worthy the imitation of controversialists of every 
name; while at the same time, its candid, convincing 
and logical arguments challenge refutation. Paper 
covers, 68 pages, sent post-paid for 10 cents. 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Oakland, Cal. 

D
IP~THERIAj. 

ITS 

CAUSES, PREVENTION, AND PROPER 
TREATMENT. 

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D. 

The increasing prevalence of this devastating dis 
ease, and its alali'ming fatality in so many cases, 
renders the subject of its nature and treament one 
of the greatest importance. 

This work gives a concise account of the Nature, 
Cause, and :Modes of Prevention, and also 

TilE MOS'l' SUCCESSFUL ME'l'HODS 011' TREATMENT 

Of this prevalent and fatal malady. It should be in 
every household, as its instructi?ns, if_ faithfu\IY ca_r
ried out, will save many a precwus hfe. Pr1ce, tn 
board cm·ers, 25 cents. 

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUllLISHINGCO 
Oakland, Cal. 

F AJJIILY BIBLES. · 
Parallel edition; 2,200 pages; 2,000 illustra, 
tions. Liberal discounts to agents. Address· 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
43 Bond St., N.Y. Oakland, Cal, 
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NoTE.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

THE authorities of Baltimore forbade any Sun
day parade on St. Patrick's day, and also pre
vented Forepaugh's circus from entering the city 
on that day. 

--------~~-----

THE Clo~mittee on Criminal Jurisprudence in 
the Missouri Legislature, March 12, reported fa
vorably a bill introduced by Mr. Moore, of La
clede, prohibiting the playing of base-ball on Sun
day. 

A BILL is now before the Massachusetts Legis
lature to abolish Sunday towing, and it is said 
that a large majority of the tow-boat engineers of 
Boston are in f'avor of its passage. What puzzles 
us is why in the world they don't stop towing on 
Sunday, if they don't want to do it. If a large 
majority of Boston's tow-boat engineers refused to 

. work on Sunday, it is certain that very little tow-
ing would be done. It seems that they don't want 
to stop towing on Sunday enough to stop without 
a law compelling them to stop. 

1i FEW weeks ago we stated that the Arkansas 
Legislature had passed a memorial asking Con
gress not to pass the Blair Sunday-Rest bill. We 
are now informed that this was a mistake. We 
wondered at the time how so great a change could 
be effected in so short a time, but seeing the state
ment in two good Eastern papers, and no contra
diction, we supposed it must be true. We are 
sorry to be obliged to make this correction, not 
on our own account, as the mistake was no fault 
ofours, bu~we are sorry to be obliged to take 
back the good opinion which we expressed con
cerning the Arkansas Legislature. 

SAYS the Christian Statesman of March 21:
"Either the Sabbath must be redeemed, or the 

battle is lost. What with card playing, dancing, 
Sunday newspaper reading, and using the Sunday 
train for business and pleasure, you cannot tell 
the difference between.the church and the world." 

Consequently it wants rigid Sunday J.aws en
acted and enforced. That is, the State must pass 
laws to compel church-members, professed Chris
tians, to live up to their profession, outwardly at 
least. But then those laws will bear equally 
upon church-members and the world, compelling 
all to rest on Sunday, so that there will be as little 
difference between the church and the world as 
there was before. Then the church will be a 
bright and shining light, made so by civil enact
ment; and the world will by the same power be 
made Christian. How easily the world may be 
converted-nominally. 

THE Chicago ~tandard' s Washington corre
spondent says: "The fact that the two great di
visions of Christians, Protestants and Catholics, 
are substantially mutual in support of a national 
enactment making the Sabbath a day of rest to 
the whole people, and of religious observance, 
gives the subject an importance Congress can 
scarcely dare to disregard." Such significant 

statements as this are quite common. Notice 
the admission that it is " Christian" . union that 
is expected to be so powerful in behalf of Sun
day that Congress will not dare disregard it. 
Notice also that "the Sabbath" is to be made for 
"the whole people" a day of rest ''and of relig
ious observance." Such statements do not sur
prise us any, for we have known· from the begin
ning what the Sunday-law people were after; but 
they serve to enable others to rate at their true 
value their assertions that "this movement is 
wholly in the interest of the workingman." 

MR. DEPEW is quoted as saying that~' nothing 
in nature or art goes to pieces so fast as· a man in 
idleness," and making the application to the 
proposition of the State of New York to keep its 
criminals in idleness, " with the certain result of 
greater moral degeneration." Upon this, the 
Moral and SeientijW Companion, published at 
Florence, A. T., very aptly comments as follows: 

"And yet the Sunday-law advocates propose to 
keep the entire population of the United States in 
idleness during the first day of every week. If 
this will not result in 'greater moral degeneration' 
and mischief making, then human nature must be 
wonderfully changed. When a man's conscience 
tells him to sanctify the Sabbath, that conscience 
will lead him to reverence the time that belongs to 
his God ; but when a man of worldly ideas is forced 
into idleness it is time to expect mischief." 

Tm;; Christian· Union is an advocate of Sunday 
laws, and is opposed to the Sunday newspaper, 
yet it pricks some of the sophistical bubbles which 
Sunday-law zealots have .blown for their own 
amusement, and for the beguilement of the unwary. 
It says that the objection to the Sunday news
paper "is not that it entails Sabbath work, for it 
does not entail as much work as the Monday 
newspaper; nor is it because it sets the newsboys 
.at selling papers, for Sunday labor is no more 
demoralizing than Sunday loafing, and the news
boys do not attend worshiping assemblies on Sab
bath morning in any very great numbers; nor is 
it because worshipers sometimes ~tay at home 
from church to read their Sunday paper, for it
will do the ministry no harm to be subjected to a 
little healthful competition, and the church which 
depends for its congregation on the fact that they 
have nothing else to do than to come to church 
would better stir about and get some other and 
better dependence." Good. 

_As noticed elsewhere, the Christian Statesman 
says that," what with card-playing, Sunday news
paper reading, and using the Sunday trains for 
business and pleasures, you cannot tell the differ
ence between the church and the world." 

Which church does it mean ? Is it the Re
formed Presbyterian, or the Methodist, or the 
Baptist? Everybody will know at once that it 
has no reference to any sect, but to the great 
body ofprofessed Christians. Now we hope; since 
it uses the word " church " in that sense,--the 
most common use of all,-that it will cease be~ting 
about the bush when we talk about the union of 
Church and State. It has always dodged the 
point by insisting that such union must neces
sarily be the selection and support of one sect by 
the. State, and that it did not favor that. Of 
course not. But it favors State legislation in 
favor of all professed· Christians; and since it 
classes these under the general head, "the church," 
why can it not come out squarely and acknowl
edge that it is in favor of Church and State? Will 
the Stateaman please answer? 

"FACTS FOR THE TIMES" is the name of a useful work for sale 
at this office. It is made up of extracts from ancient and 
modern writers bearing upon a wide range of Bible subjects. It 
is not designed to detract from the authority of the Bible in any 
way, but to show what good and great men of the Pllllt believed, 
or were compelled by force of evidence to admit, concerning 
some of the great"doctrines of the Bible. It clearly shows that 
ma'nyofwhat are called "new doctrines" are old, and have 
been held by respected men of other generations. It also shows 
the difference between, the religious teaching of to-day and that 
of previous times. Extracts and commen.ts from different writ
ers to the number of nearly one thousand are given on remark
able fulfillments of prophecy, difficult Scripture texts, natural 
phenomena, facts connected with our country's history, statis
tics of population, intemperance war, and crime, condition of 
the religious, political, and physical world, and many other sub
jects of interest. The book is also of assistance many times in 
helping the reader to come to correct· conclusions on many 
important subjects, and to lead him to the "old paths" of truth. 
It contains nearly three hundred octavo pages, well bound in 
cloth. Price, post-paid, 50 cents. Address the Pacific Press, 
Oakland, Cal. 

- ' 

DE WITT c. DAVIS, attorney-at-law in Texas, says:-
;, I have read the AMERICAN SENTINEL for. two years, and the 

more I read it the better I am pleased with it. I am entirely 
with you in opposition to changing our United States Constitu
tion so as to turn Congress loose-backed up by all the clergymen 
or the preachers of the Union-to legislate on religion and sun:
day questions. When this shall be done, the 'Pandora's box' 
of American troubles will be opened. If the pious regard for 
Sunday and religion has to be enforced by ltlw, then the liberty 
of conscience in such matters, granted to us by the Constitution, 
will be destroyed. Then whose conscience shall we obeyf I 
send you a postal note for $1.00. Please send me the w~ 
AMERICAN SENTINEL for one year." '. 

Rev. P. Raether, of Ohio, writes:-
" Inclosed I send you $1.00, for which you will please send me 

your paper. I iearned to know the SENTINEL oflate, and I like 
its manly, candid tone in opposing any movement subversive 
to the free institutions of our republic." 

J. R. Brooks, of Texas, says:-
" The petition work as a remonstrance against the Blair bill 

meets great favor in the country. I have been taking signa· 
tures. Have filled and returned four petitions in a very short 
time. Gentlemen and ladies sign the petitions without hesita
tion. They are Catholics and all classes. The people here are 
generally opposed to the Blair bill in toto. While working up 
signatures I am often congratulated with expressions like these: 
'Go ahead, you are doiflg a ·good work_> 'The Constitution. is 
good enough as it is_> 'We are living in a free country and 
want it to remain so,' etc." 

From the law office of S. P. Romans, of Deadwood, Dak., we 
received the following:-

" GENTLEMEN: For some months past I have been receiving 
your paper from some friend who thought my ideas concurred 
with the AMERICAN SENTINEL. For many years I have been 
quite a searcher for Bible truths, but have failed to find the 
truth as expressed by the Catholic Church or her daughters. 
Hence I have· looked in another direction, i. e.,the Bible. I find 
the SENTINEL is just right in its ideas of secular or governmental 
affairs. I herewith inclose postal note for $l.OO,for which please 
send to my address the AMERICAN SENTINEL for one year, also 
fifty cents, for which send extra copies of your own selection for 
distribution in my town, and I will see that they are placed 
where they will do the most good, and bear fruit." 

A lady in Auburn, Cal., writes:- . · 
"I am an American woman, and in favor of American insti

tutions, American principles and patriotism, and strongly 
opposed to alien influences iu politics and the control of our 
public institutions-especially ou1· schools-and just as strongly 
to church influences in those places. Send me the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL.'' 

Rev. C. F. W. Meyer, of Missouri, says:-
" I fully indorse your views. I sincerely hope that your noble 

efforts will be successful in keeping Church and State severely 
separate." · 

B. Hillens, of Kansas, writes:-
" I am heartily in sympathy with the principles. which the 

SENTINEL advocates, and always l).ave been. I have loaned my 
papers to several persons, and solicited their subscriptions, and 
shall continue getting subscribers for it, believing it is calling 
loudly for sometbing to be done in appreciation of the value of 
religious liberty which has caused others before us such sacri
fice and labor that Heaven could grant this great boon to after 
generations. Send me what free reading you can imd I will 
distribute it" 

A lady in Alpena, Mich., sending in six yearly subscriptions 
to the AliiERIOAN SENTINEL, at $1.00 each, says:-

" I wish our people would raise money to put the SENTINEL in 
every Protestant minister's family in the United States, It 
would open the eyes of all who are now honest but blind in 
their work!' 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 
AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 
The defense of American Institutions, the preservation 

of the United States Co~stitution as it is, so far 
as regards religion or religious tests, and 

the maintenance of human rights, 
both civil and religious. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly opp9sed t9anything t~nding 
toward a union of Church and State, e1the·r 1n name or m fact. 

Single Copy, Pe;. Yea.r, post-paid, - - - $1.00 
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, - 5s. 

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
:1.059 C11stro St., OA!l:U-ND, CAL. 
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· THE New Jersey Conference of the M. E. 
Church, numbering over two hundred ministers, 
at a recent session in Salem, New Jersey, unani
mously indorsed the movement in behalf of a na
tional Sunday-Rest law in the Gove11nment service, 
and also heartily commended the various publi
cations of the American Sabbath Union. This 
commendation of course included the request, con
tained in the" Monthly Document" for December, 
that the strength of the Sunday-law petition be 
duplicated by securing the individual signatures 
of those who had previously been counted for it 
in Massachusetts. 

A MAN cannot publish a Sunday newspaper in 
Arkansas without. rendering himself liable to im
prisonment, or the payment of a fine. Such is 
the law. The u.5e of the shot-gun is, however, 
still fashionable. It was in this State that the 
Seventh-day Baptists were so shamefully perse
cuted a few years a~, for insisting upon the right, 
under the Constitution, of working six days in the 
week, and resting on the only day declared in 
the Bible to be sacred time. . It is a little surpris
ing that the National Reform Association does 
not remove its headquarters to Atkansas.-Deni
son Texas Gazetteer ... 

THE Christian Union, in commenting on the 
resolution passed by the Bo.3ton ministers' meeting, 
accusing all those ministers who do not work for 
prohibition in their pulpits, of being in alliance 
with the enemies of the church and the State, 
says some things that are very pertinent in this 
time, when there is a growing desire for the pul
pit to sl1ape legislation. It says:-

"We have ·often expressed our conviction that 
it is unwise, except in very extraordinary cases, 
for the clergy of any denomination to identify 
themselves with any particular party, or any par
ticular form oflegislation. We do not think that the 
issue raised by the prohibitory movement consti
tutes one of the rare exceptions to the general 
principle. The ministers will do . wisely not to 
identify the religion of Christ with any particular 
temporary political measure; they will do unwisely 
if they attempt to convert their churche~ into po
litical machines for the purpose of carrying specific 
enactments, whether constitutional or legislative." 

THE Rev. Dr. Harcourt, a Methodist pastor of 
San Francisco, is reported as having expressed him
self in the following sensible manner concerning 
Sunday newspapers:-

" I am inclined to think that a preacher who 
cannot get an audience without a stringent Sun
day law, could not get one with it. There are 
some of my own cloth so strict in the observance 
of the Sabbath that the sight of a Sunday news- ' 
paper throws ·them into a fit of nausea, the work 
of which is done on Saturday, while they are the 
first to get Monday's paper, the work of which is 
done on Sunday. 0 consistency, thou art a jewel! 
It is possible for even ministers to convert a festi
val into a funeral, and to make infidels out of the 
mourners. The Sunday newspapers have come to 
stay. Would it not be better for us to set ourselves 
about elevating their general tone rather than de
crying their existence? And if, as some say, the 
people stay at home to read their Sunday papers 
in preference to going to church, then let us make 
our sermons so strong and helpful to men that they 
will give their preferenc·e to the church and the 
sermon." 

Why the People Do Not Go to Church. 

SOME time ago there was a large conference of 
the principal clergymen of New York City to 
consider the . question of why the people do not 
go to church. The great object of the Sunday 
laws that are. so much demanded. is that the 
people may be· able to go to church. It is claimed 
that without a Sunday law people are compelled 
to work, and so have no chance to go to church, 
and, therefore, Sunday laws are S'Ought, to stop 
all work on Sunday, and that then the churches 
will be filled. The New York conference contin
ued three days, and the preachers discussed the 
subject quite largely. While they were theoriz
ing about the matter, the New York World sent 
out reporters to the people themselves, to find out 
why they did not go to church; and in its issue 
of Sunday, December 9, the World devotes four 
< olumns of space to the replies made by all classes 
of people to the question put to them by the re
porters. Tlle answers of seventy-five different 
persons are given, and only six out of the seventy
five gave answers which by any proper construc
tion make it appear that being compelled to work 
on Sunday keeps them from church. 

One said if they would give him permission to 
talk back to the preacher he would like to go; 
when the preacher had all the say he would 
rather stay at home. Another said if he should 
go there was danger of the church falling on him, 
and so he would stay away. Another said his 
conscience would not allow him go, because he 
did not take any stock in the things the preach
ers were preaching about, and he would be more 
interested in looking at the girls in the other pews, 
and that would not be right. He· said it is all 
well enough for the rich people who have time 
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for that sort of thing, but for a poor fellow like 
him-well he "did not need it." Another one 
declared he did not go to church because he did 
not believe what the preachers teach. Another 
said the preachers did not preach sensibly, and 
he would not go to church till they did. Another 
said he did not go to church because the one to 
which he belonged was about two or three miles 
from home, and besides that it was good enough 
to interest the old men and women, but for him it 
was about as entertaining as a funeral. A young 
lady said she did not believe in churches, but yet 
she was not willing to say she was an unbeliever, 
but she was not satisfied with the way a good 
many of the ministers act. Another said he was 
not dressed well enough. Another, that she was 
poor, and when she did go she was always received 
with such a patronizing air-was given to under 
stand that a great sacrifice was being made for 
such as she, and that she ought to feel thankful 
for the efforts that were made to save the poor
that she di:d not feel as though she was welcome. 
Another one said she did go, but she was poor 
and poorly dressed, and the usher stared at her 
and told her she would find a seat in the gallery; 
she went up there and into a pew, andthosewhowere 
there drew awayfrom her, because their clothes 
were nicer than hers; and she chose to stay at 
home after that. Another one said it would not 
put fine clothes on his back, nor money in his 
pocket. Another one said he had gone to church 
many years, and was not entirely out of the 
habit, yet he was afraid he would soon be, be
cause of the monotonous humdrum order of the 
service and sermons. Another one said the 
preacher was too far away from the common 
people, and liked the society of fashionable and 
rich people too much to welcome the common 
people. 

A number of persons who were Catholics were 
asked why they did not go to church, and the 
answers were much of the same sort. Four did 
not like the priests; another had no belief in re
ligion; one had taken a vow that he would never 
enter church again;. two found m6re pleasure in 
eoing to other places than to church ; another 
said he was asked ten cents at the door every 
time, and he stopped going; another said he was 
asked five cents a head every Sunday for himself 
and family, and he could not afford it. . 

One of the reporters met another gentleman in 
the cit.y, who was working in the same line, to 
solve the problem as to why people do nut go 
to church. He was working especially among 
the laboring classes, and he gave six reasons of 
all he had found amongst the working people as 
to why they did not gt; to church : First, was 
need of recreation after the hard work of the 
week, so they would take that rather than go to 
church ; second, secret societies helped thum 
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more than the church did; third, they were unable 
to pay for church privileges-seats, pews, ete.; 
fourth, lack of confidence in the preachers ; 
fifth, poor clothes; sixth, the great power of 
capitalists in the church. He had found that 
Catholic workingmen are found to be the best 
church-goers amongst the laboring classes. 

The whole list of cases given by the World, 
with the exception of the sixth referred to, is 
of the same order as embodied in this classifica
tion. And the report was gathered from inter
views with all classes of the people except the 
extremely wealthy, embracing firemen, cabinet 
makers, brokers, factory .girls, hotel employes, 
men of all work, lawyers, theatrical people, street
car conductors, merchants, saleswomen, bar tend
ers, and even tramps. One of the saleswomen 
said she did not go to church because her em
ployer did, and that when a man who treated 
his employes as her employer treated his, was 
honored by the church, she considered it an honor 
to herself not to go there. Of the six who gave 
Sunday work as a reason.why they could not at
tend church, one was a bar tender, who said he was 
"so busyonSundaywatchingthesidedoorandhand
ing thestuffoverthe bar" that he did not have time 
to go to church; one was agatekeeperattheStaten 
Island ferry; another was a ticket seller on an 
elevated railroad station; one was a conductor on 
a Broadway car; and one was a druggist. 

By this account it is seen that not one in a 
dozen of the people who do not go to church are 
kept away by work~ Therefore, when the Sun
day-law· workers get the Jaw which they seek, 
stopping work on Sunday in order for the people 
to go to church, they will have to follow it up 
with some other kind of a law by which they can 
persuade people to go to church, or else the pur
pose of the Sunday law will not be effected. 

Further; the reasons given. by those who 
were interviewed show that something more is 
needed to get these people to go to church than 
merely the adoption of a civil statute. These 
reasons show that the difficulty is deeper seated 
than can be cured by any such remedies as that; 
and not the least ofthese difficulties is the lack of 
real Christian effort and Christian principle on 
the part of those who do ·go to church, who do 
make a profession of Christianity, and even those 
who preach it; and the whole account published 
by the World shows conclusively that there is no 
remedy that can ever reach the case but the gen
uine preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ. If 
those ministers, instead of agitating for Sunday 
laws, would step down from their $8,000 or $10,-
000 pulpits; take off their gold rings; go amongst 
the people; swing wide open their church doors; 
make their pews free; strip off the gold, silks, 
and satins, and the grand finery of the millionaires 
who sit in the pews; show by genuine kindness 
and Christian ministration that they have a real 
interest for the working classes and the masses 
who do not attend church, and a living interest 
for the salvation of their souls-then the gospel 
of Christ might reach the working classes and 
find a response in their hearts. If half cif the 
Sunday-law preachers would do this, they could 
do ten thousand times more than can all of them 
together by their agitation for Sunday laws. The 
common people heard Christ gladly, and so will 
they always hear those who preach him. 

. A. T. J. 

" Gon is a spirit; and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit, and in truth." 

Heartless Double Dealing. 

THE Rev. J. M. Foster, a "secretary" of the 
National Reform Association, has been holding 
forth in Cincinnati, and in his last report he says 
that when an opportunity was given to ask ques
tions, a student asked: "Would not the enact
ment of a National Sabbath law oppress the con
science of those who keep the seventh day? •: He 
says that "it was answered," and the following is 
the way in which he did it:-

"We have Sabbath laws already in every State 
in the Union, with the exception of California. 
We would not think of abolishing these laws be
cause a few brethren object. Now what we want 
is to have the Nation fall into line with the States. 
The Legislature of Connecticut passed a law that 
no unnecessary trains should run· on Sabbath. Ten 
thousand railroad men were emancipated from 
railroad toil. But the mai.l trains ran through the 
State on Sabbath, and the State was powerless to 
prevent it. The Rtate could not control the Na
tion's Sabbath profanation. A national Sabbath 
law, making it unlawful to continue the United 
States mail service or inter-State traffic on the 
Lord's day, is what is needed." 

This is what Mr. Foster calls an answer to the 
question, "Would not· the enactment of a Sab
bath law oppress the conscience of those who keep 
the seventh day? " His answer is, that most of 
the States have Sunday laws, and "we would not 
think of abolishing these laws because a few 
brethren object." That is to say, "What if it does 
oppress .the consciences of those people? There 
are not very many of them anyway, and it doesn't 
make any difference if they are oppressed. We 
wouldn't think of stopping on that account." 
Let it be understood, then, that the National Re
form way of answering questions as to whether or 
not their schemes will oppress conscientious peo
ple, is to say, "We don't care if they do." 

But another tack is sometimes taken, and it is 
implied in Mr .. Foster's answer. It is this: 'Vhen 
asked if a national Sunday law will not be op
pressive they say that all the States have Sunday 
laws, and the people are 11ot oppressed, and that 
therefore no objection ought to be made to a na
tional Sunday law. This is a very common but 
a most unfair argument. It conceals the real ob
ject aimed at. The Sunday-law people would 
have .us believe that all State Sunday laws are 
merely dead letters, and that all they want to do 
is to have a National Sunday law that will like
wise be a dead letter. They would have us be
lieve that they are working just for the fun of the 
thing, and that they don't expect their national 
law to be enforced. If they expect us to believe 
such an absurdity, they must give us credit for 
an extreme amount of gullibility. 

What do they themselves say when they are 
pleading with Congress for a Sunday law? They 
say that they want a law that will make effective 
the laws which they already have. In his first 
hearing before the Senate Committee on Educa
tion and Labor, Mr. Crafts said: "The State has 
no power to stop the Nation's Sabbath breaking 
in its borders." That is just what Mr. Foster 
says. Read the last part of the paragraph quoted. 
He says that Connecticut has a Sunday law which 
is made of no account, because of the lack of a 
national Sunday law, which will stop the mails 
and inter-State commerce. 

In the hearing before the Committee on Edu
cation and Labor, in December, Mrs. Bateham 
gave the following as a part of the basis of their 
claim for a national Sunday law:-

"Nearly every State has its Sabbath laws, but 

the national Government has none, though greatly 
needed, since the quesiionhas become emphatically 
a national one, and the very perpetuity or loss of 
our national rest-day, the Christian Sabbath, 
seems to depend on its being protected by the Gov
ernment from the encroachments of organized cap
ital, and the re-inforcement of State laws by 
national. 

"It is in gross violati!_>n of nearly every State 
Sabbath law that rail roads run their Sunday trains, 
yet these States are powerless to prevent it, since 
only Congress can control inter-State commerce." 

There you have it again. The object of the re
quired national Sunday laws is to breathe life 
into the too feeble State laws. And this is what 
Senator Blab: said plainly, on the same occasion. 
After stating that the general Government takes 
advantage of the powers delegated to it by the 
States in the matter of the mail and inter-State 
commerce, to destroy the Sunday in the States, 
he s<tid:-

" To prevent this is the object of this legislation. 
That is all that is undertaken here. It is simply 
an act proposing to make efficient the Sunday-Rest 
laws of the States, and nothing else." 

Yet in the face of these declarations, the N a
tiona! Reformers try to beguile us into supporting 
the Sunday-law movement, or at least into withhold
ing opposition to it, by the statement that since 
State laws are largely a dead letter, this will be too; 
that they are trying merely to get another law 
which will be dead when it is enacted. "Surely 
in vain is the net spread in the sight of any bird." 

Those who have read the article in last week's 
SENTINEL, entitled, "Where Sunday Laws Hit," 
will conclude that State Sunday laws are not al
ways dead letters. The Arkansas law was pretty 
active four years ago; what will it be with a na
tional law back of it to make it " efficient"? 

Illinois Sunday Legislation. 

THE " Brokoski Sunday Closing bill," intro
duced in the House in the Illinois Legislature, 
was tabled March 13 in the committee to which 
it was referred. Another bill, however, introducd 
by Mr. Cochennour, February 15, prohibiting the 
playing of base-ball on Sunday, is on the first 
reading in the House. There seems to be a fever
ish desire to get some kind of Sunday legislation. 
If it can't be an old straight-jacket law that 
will not allow even whistling on Sunday, they 
will accept anything, just so it is a Sunday law. 
Of course all· they want Sunday laws for is to 
get a civil Sabbath. But the gentleman in speak
ing in favor of his bill before the House Judiciary 
Committee said that Sunday was made hideous 
in his part of the State by boys playing base-ball, 
"who ought to be at church." If it is only a 
civil Sunday that th<:Jy want, why ought these boys 
to be at church in the place of playing ball? 
Would they not observe a civil Sunday if they 
quietly staid at home? 

The statutes of Illinois already provide a fine 
of $25 for anyone who shall disturb either the 
peace of society or private, families on Sm~day. 
It seems to us that this is e~ough. If pr<;>tection 
in worship and even priv~te devotion was all 
that was wanted, the laws that we now have 
would be ample. In fiwt, our statutes are so 
framed that citizens of Illinois could be pro
tected in religious worship on Sunday or any 
other day without any Sunday law at_ all. For 
our statutes provide that "whoever, by· menace, 
profane swearing, vulgar language, or any disor
derly conduct, interrupts or disturbs any assembly 
of people met for the worship of God, shall be fined 
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not exceeding $100. If boys play ball or any-
1 

thing else in such a way, or in such a place, as to 
interfere with religious meetbgs, this act is abun
dant to have the difficulty relieved. But if they 
are so far away that they will not necessarily 
annoy anyone on Sunday in their worship why 
have a law to stop them from playing ball, so that 
they might go to church ? If boys are so poorly 
trained in the popular estimation" of right as to 
play ball on Sunday, will a law simply stopping 
the game make the boys good Sunday-school 
scholars right off? No indeed! The average 
boy would be farther away from worship than he 
was before the law was passed and enforced upon 
him. In· the place of inspiring a feeling of wor
ship, it would make him disgusted with the 
whole system of Christianity. For he would as
sociate the men who thus ·try to force religion 
upon him with the religion they profess, and he 
would revolt at the idea of being compelled to 
accept ~ religion that he either did not believe or 
else did not care to accept. 

Let us cling to the old-fashioned gospel method 
of persuading men to come to Christ. We have 
learned by experience, as well as by the teaching 
of history, that this plan will work, because it is 
script1.1ral. But the process of compelling people 
by civil law to go to church and appear pious on 
Sunday, or on any other day, has always worked 
disastrously, because contrary to the divine rule. 

A. 0. TAIT. 

Is It Sacred Time? 

ONE of the subscribers of the Morning Times 
of Oakland has written it a letter, stating that his 
only objection to the paper is that it publishes a 
Sunday edition, thus necessitating secular labor 
on sacred time. The Times, after informing its 
correspondent that the bulk of the labor on a Sun
day-morning newspaper is completed before Sat
urday at midnight, a fact familiar to everybody 
who knows anything about newspapers, goes on 
to make some telling points, which we should be 
pleased to see answered, if they are answerable. 
Accordingly, we present to our readers a portion 
of the article :-

"But our Christian friends say that we are 
transgressing divine law by not resting our printing 
press on Sunday. With that we must respectfully, 
but firmly, take issue. . . . We declare that all 
Sabbath legislation from the time of Constantine 
to the present has been purely human-not divine." 

"As to the main objection, that the Sunday 
newspaper requires secular labor on sacred time, 
if it must be suppressed on that account, then all 
the sails on the sea, all the furnaces of the land, 
all the lines of travel, must close up on Sunday for 
the same reason. But is Sunday sacred time? 

"We would ask our Christian friend where and 
when did Christ (whom he will admit has all au
thority in Heaven and on earth in religious mat
ters) ever declare the first day of the week to be 
sacred time? We cannot find it on record, nor 
can we find that Christ ever authorized anyone 
else to dflclare it sacred time. 

"We cannot find that Christ ever called the first 
day of the week a Sabbath, much less the Sabbath, 
nor ever, by word or deed, authorized anyone else 
to ·do so. • 

"We cannot find that he ever kept the first day 
of the week as a Sabbath-that is, a rest-day-nor 
did he ask anyone else to do so. 

"We cannot find where the apostles of Christ, 
who represented him, ever so much as hinted that 
the first day of the week was to be observed as 
a Sabbath. Paul, who made allusion to· the ob
servance of days, declared that no man should 
judge his brother in such matters, and that every 

, man should bo fully persuaded in his own mind. 

''If divine wisdom had intended the first day of 
the week to be observed as a rest day, as a 'holy 
Sabbath-day,' surely there would have been given, 
as in the case of the Sabbath of the Jews, a law 
governing ilhe observance of the day, that ,it 
might not be desecrated by such unholy passions 
and purposes as lead to the commission of more 
crimes on Sunday than on all the other days of the 
week. 

"Now if the Sunday morning pape_r keeps peo
ple from the church, it is because the paper has 
more drawing power than the pulpit, and the fault 
is with the pulpit, not with the paper. We do 
not claim that the contents of the Sunday morning 
paper are entirely wholesome or pltri.fying, but this 
our Christian friend should give us aid to regulate, 
not annihilate, for it is possible to accomplish 
the former, but the latter can never be done." 

Can any of the readers of the SENTINEL find 
any of these things which the Times professes it
self unable to find, and which it avers do not ex
ist? If those who are laboring so zealously for 
Sunday laws cannot find this divine authority, 
will they be candid enough to say so? If they 
will, it will materially narrow down the contro
versy. We· do not mean that the absence of 
Scripture authority for f?unday observance makes 
Sunday legislation any less objectionable, or that 
if they could find any such authority they would 
be justified in Sunday legislation; for we have 
demonstrated time and again that the State has 
no right to legislate concerning religious matters. 
But if 01.1r Sunday friends will admit that there 
is nowhere in the Bible any commandment for 
the observance of Sunday, it will then be patent 
to everyone that the only reason why Sunday 
laws are asked for is that certain ones want to set 
the fashion for the world, and to compel the 
world to follow the fashion. 

"The Seventh and First Days" of the 
Week Are the Same. 

SucH is the startling head which appeared in 
the Mail and Express, ofFebruary 11, 1889. Under 
it was reported a meeting held at the West 
Fifty-first Street Presbyterian Church, on the pre
ceding evening. The editor of the Ma.il and Ex
press made an address at that meeting, a sum
mary ~·)(11ich is given in the following words:-

Col. Elliott F. Shepard, president of the Ameri
can Sabbath Union, also addressed the meeting in 
favor of keeping one-seventh part of time holy to 
the Lord God, and of unifying the time set apart 
for this purpose by all religious bodies. 

The· Jews had what they pleased to call the sev
enth day, and the Christians what they pleased to 
call the first day, and the Seventh-day Baptists 
what they knew to be the original hebdomadal of 
God's rest. -

But how inaccurate and unreliable are all human 
calculations. 

For instance, the Christian era did not commence 
to be the reckoning of time until the fourth cent
ury, when the monk Dionysius started it, and 
everybody now knows that he made a mistake of 
four years in fixing the year of the Lord's birth, so 
that really we are now living in 1893. That is 
only a sample of the way :in which all mankind 
may be mistaken as to the days and years. 

THE FIRST IS THE SEVENTH DAY. 

Then, ·as to the seventh or first days; take three 
men in this city, let one of them remain here, let 
another start on Saturday to travel around the 
world eastward, and when he returns here he will 
have lost one day; that is, he will find that his 
seventh day has now synchronized with the first 
day of the week of the man who remained here; 
let another start westward on Sunday to do the 
same, and when he arrives back he will have 
gained a day, and his first day will have synchro-

nized with the seventh day of the man who re
mained here; which shows that the man who 
stands still may correctly make his Sabbath either 
on the seventh or on the first day, or keep them both 
if he will. If these travelers start on the same day 
in their opposite jomneys, as one gaillls a day, and 
the other loses a day on the calendar of the station
ary man, then we have three sacred days coming 
together, which would synchronize wit..h Saturday, 
Sunday, apd Monday. By this process of travel, as 
first proposed, the seventh becomes the first day of 
the week, and the first day becomes the seventh! 
and this amalgamation of the days seems pointed 
out by revelation and history. 

THE FIRST SABBATH WAS GOD'S SEVENTH AND 

MAN'S FIRST DAY. 

Thus, God's seventh day of rest after the crea
tion was man's first day of existence, so that his 
first Sabbath of rest was his first day, although it 
was God's seventh day. And the apostles, evi
dently by divine direction and sanction, made the 
Christian Sabbath commemorate our Lord's rising 
£rom the dead on the first day of the week, thus 
apparently restoring the day to be the hebdomadal 
of God's resting after creation, and the day iu.
tended in the fourth commandment. But, how
ever that is, it is impossible to say that we have 
correctly either the seventh or first days of the 
week in a direct, perfect chronology from the crea
tion. 

AL.L SHOULD KEEP SUNDAY. 

So that the question of the particular day to be 
observed as a holy rest and worship day is very 
much one of convenience in the community. And 
it seems desirable that there should be a common 
consensus of observance of the day which will now 
best accommodate the largest number. In this 
country this day is Sunday, and therefore it would 
be wise for Jews and Seventh-day Baptists to 
unite with Christians in keeping Sunday, although 
it cannot be told certainly that it is not both the 
seventh and first days combined, or the seventh 
day alone, or the first day alone, or neither the sev
enth nor the first. It is the usual day of rest and 
worship, and therefore all ought to keep it as pa
triotic citizens wishing well to their kind. 

We give this summary of Mr. Shepard's ad
dress entire, not because of its value, but that the 
reader may see into how great a dilemma the 
president of the American Sabbath Union has 
fallen. There is a jewel called " consistency," 
and a method in argument called "logic," which 
we venture to commend to the consideration of 
the editor of the 11fail and Express. 'V e do 
not wonder that he has fallen into this trouble, 
since men who strive to evade the pll'lin statement 
of the Scriptures are sure to find themselves in 
positions which are both painful and ludicrous. 
Not many weeks since, in his opening address as 
President of the Sabbath Convention at 'V ash
ington, Mr. Shepard said :-

"The fourth commandment, 'Remember the Sab
bath-day to keep it holy,' is actually in force in 
this city of Washington, in the city of New York, 
in New Orleans, San Francisco, Milwaukee-it is 
actually in force throughout the whole United 
States to-day. 

"Every man, woman, and child in our country is 
going to be judged by the fourth commandment." 

Every student of history knows that the peo
ple to whom this commandment was given under
stood it as applying to a specific day, the seventh 
day of the week, and that they have ·kept that 
day with unbroken regularity from the time the 
commandment was given to the present. When 
Colonel Shepard has not a theological theory to pro
pound, he must be aware of this fact, as well as 
of its associate fact, that all theories in theology 
concerning the observance of Sunday are based 
upon the assumption that Sunday is the ji1·st day 
of the week. The national organization, of which 
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he is president, exists for the following object:
"The object of this union is to preserve the Chris

tian Sabbath as a day of rest and worship." 
By the " Christian Sabbath" this union 

means a specific day of the week, the first,
Sunday. It is laboring earnestly for, a national 
law, which shall compel all men to recognize 
this specific first day of the week as a day of rest 
and worship. All this is easily understood; 
there is no "amalgamation of days" when Colonel 
Shepard is defending Sunday, or is seeking leg
islation in its support. Nor is there any difficulty 
in any department of human experience in under
standing the fact that Sunday is the first day of 
the week, and bears a specific relation to the sev
enth day of the week, which precedes it. Why, 
then, is it that this prominent Sabbath-reform ad
vocate and editor tumbles so soon into the vor
tex of "amalgamated days"? Why is it that 
Sunday, and all things connected with it, have 
drifted so soon into an· oblivion as dense as that 
which hides the sepulcher of Moses on Mount 
Nebo? How does it happen that a journalist 
who is astute enough to understand the mysteries 
of New York State politics, even during a presi
dential campaign, has fallen into such perversion 
of vision ? Are there no calendars in the sanc
tum of the Mail and Express, not even an al
manac ? Has the strange notion that this year 
is not 1889 but 1893 wrought utter confusion in 
the brain of Colonel Shepard? What has so 
shaken up the end and the beginning of the week, 
as with a charge of dynamite, and left the Ameri
can Sabbath Union, the Mail and Express, the 
Jews, the Seventh-day Baptists, and people in gen
eral, hunting amid the debris of "amalgamated 
days," trying in vain, with weary fingers and mud
dled brains, to decide whether Sunday is 

"The seventh and the first days combined, or the 
seventh day alone, or the first day alone, or neither 
the seventh nor the first"? 

This is indeed a terrible tangle. It oppresses 
us with sad forebodings. How can Colonel Shep
ard tell when to stop those Fifth Avenue stages 
hereafter. In the midst of this mirage of 
"amalgamated days" he might chance to stop 
them on Saturday; this would too much rejoice 
the wicked Seventh-day Baptists. He might 
issue orders that would strike on Monday, and 
leave the unholy rumble of Sunday-crushing 
wheels to go on through all the day which 
hitherto people have supposed was the first day 
of the week; but no, there is no Sunday; it is 
swallowed up by the seventh day, or has fallen 
out altogether and gone-to-" amalgamation." 
What an amalgamation is here, my countrymen ! 
The Anglo-Saxon and African amalgamation 
problem grows pale compared with this state of 
things ! ! Whence does this trouble arise? We 
suppose the .Llfail and Express is a total abstainer; 
but in the presence of Colonel Shepard's speech, 
we are forcibly reminded of the state of Robert 
Burns in "Death and Dr. Hornbook," wherein 
he says, speaking of the rising moon:-

"To count her horns wi' a' my power 
I set mysel'; 

But whether she had three-or four 
I could na' tell." 

Sunday, and Saturday, and Monday, caught 
in the swirl of Colonel Shepard's amalgamation 
crucible, seem to evade detection and identifica
tion, with even greater persistency than did the 
horns of the rising moon to the eyes of the un
steady poet. The real source of this difficulty is 
not far to seek. Speaking at Washington, Colonel 

Shepard declares that the fourth commandment 
is still bind~ng upon all people. Thinking the 
matter over, he discovers that the fourth com
mandment has reference to a specific day of the 
week-the last one; and that by no system or 
logic, no statement of Scripture, no fact in history, 
can he kansfer the commandment to any other 
day. Looking still more carefully, he finds that 
the week is the primeval, and the universal, time 
measure; that whatever changes have been made 
in the calendar have been made to harmonize the 
civil year with the solar year, and that these 
changes cannot in any way affect the order or 
identity of the week. Thinking still more care
fully, he discovers that even if the pious monk 
made a mistake in the starting-point for the Chris
tian era, and that if we are really living in 1893, 
and not in 1889, that fact does not touch the 
week. All these facts crowding in upon the mind 
of the editor of the Mail and Express, and showing 
him the inconsistency of claiming that the fourth 
commandment supports the observance of Sunday, 
have evidently demoralized his logic, as a mid
night charge demoralizes a regiment· of raw .re
cruits. In the midst of this mental and theolog
ical demoralization, he was unfortunately called 
to speak at the meeting, as above reported, in 
which . speech he has certainly demonstrated 
"how inaccurate and unreliable are all human 
calculations." Great art thou, 0 Consistency ; 
and greater thou, 0 Logic; and terrible are the 
results when ye are both slain; strangled in the 
morass of "amalgamated days"!-" Sabbaticus," 
in New York Tribune-

Some Pertinent Questions. 

THE Christian Cynosure of March 28 contains 
some very pointed questions addressed to Mr. 
Gault, which are good enough to be reproduced. 
We are glad that the Oynosure' s .readers have the 
privilege of having their mind stirred up by such 
pertinent questions, but we are sorry that they 
cannot read a reply by Mr. Gault. However, the 
questions are so aptly put that he must be a dull 
scholar who cannot answer them fol"-Jlimself. 
The questions are by W. W. Ames, Meno;nonee, 
Wis. Here they are :-

Brother Gault says sub13tantially that God gave 
to the republic of Israel a form of judiciary like 
the Supreme Court of the United States. Was 
Israel a republic? I had always supposed· that 
the government of Israel was a theocracy. Had 
the people anything to do by way of electing 
Moses as their leader? Was he not expressly 
appointed by Jehovah ? Did the thousands and 
hundreds, the fifties and the tens, nominate the 
judges, and ask Moses to confirm them? or did 
he nominate them and· ask the people to confiqn 
them? ·was Moses a President? Was there a 
legislative body, chosen by the people, enacting 
laws for his signature? 

Admitting that the advice of Jethro to Moses 
to appoint judges over the people was of God, 
was it intended as the· institution . of a Supreme 
Court? Were they not appointed simply as sub
ordinate assistants to Moses ? Were they not to 
bring all the great matters to Moses ? and was not 
he to bring them to God ? In a word, was not 
the arrangement made simply to save the time 
and strength of Moses, who was the mouth-piece 
for God in all matters too hard for them? 

How shall we make the Supreme Court to con
sist wholly of learned Christian ·lawyers and doc-

tors of divinity ? Must it not be, if at all, by so 
Christianizing public sentiment that there shall 

· be a great ·majority of Christian men in the Sen- · 
ate? Will it not even then be necessary to have 
an amendment to the Constitution making it nec
essary that the President and Vice-President 
shall be Christians, or professedly such? And 
then would the people be sure of a thoroughly 
Christian Supreme Court without an amendment 
prescribing such a make-up of that body ? 
Would there not be many men who would not 
scruple to profess Christianity just for the sake of 
political preferment? What is the prospect of 
such amendments being submitted to the people? 
And what is the prospect of the people voting for 
them when submitted? Does not this point to 
the doubling and twisting of Church and State 
into a very hard knot? 

If, as Brother Gault says, civil penalties are 
never, to be inflicted for the violation of a mere 
church law, unless it also involves the violation 
of a civil law, what is the object of compulsory 
Sunday laws, if it is not to give the State power to 
punish infractions of ecclesiastical law? 

If the precise day of the Sabbath is "moral 
positive," and IJOt " moral natural," a distinct;ion 
nowhere hinted at in God's word, do not Brother 
Gault and others make this distinction in or
der to convey to us the idea that the Sabbath 
obligation is eternal in its nature, the same as 
that to love God and each other? If the Sab
bath itself is moral in its nature, and eternally 
binding, why do we speak of the precise day as 
"positive," if it is not because God prescribed 
the day, or rather the precise day? Why did 
God prescribe the precise day, if men knew 
what day to keep without being told by him ? 
Would it have been either logical or reverential 
or deferential for Moses to have instructed the 
people that the precise day was not of the essence 
of the commandment? If there is no express 
precept for keeping the first day of the week as 
the Sabbath (and Dr. Leonard Woods, a former 
great light of Andover Theological Seminary, 
says there is none), does it not savor of the most 
vaulting arrogance to meddle with and change 
that part of the Sabbath commandment which it 
was necessary to prescribe, and did prescribe, giv
ing special reasons therefor, and without hint 
that it might ever be changed ? If it would have 
been a gross impertinence and sin for Moses to 
change the day without express precept, and to 
have taught that the precise day was not of the 
essence of the command, can we be certain that 
it is right to do the same thing? 

If the Blair Sunday-Rest bill passes without 
exemption in favor of seventh-day keepers, will 
not that which was, beyond cavil, the habitual 
practice of the Saviour, be declared a crime? 
Are not the advocates of the bill urging Congress 
to make that declaration? In the language of 
another, "Can that which Christ habitually 
practiced during his earthly life, ever be made a 
crime? " Shall we ask Congress to make that 
which was Christ's habitual practice, punishable 
with fines or imprisonment or both? Because 
we are pleased to denominate the "precise day " 
as positive, is there therefore no moral element in 
it? If a man would feel his paternal dignity 
wounded by a child taking such liberty with his 
commands, and changing the order of his re
quirement without special direction or permission, 
are we safe in concluding that God is not dis
pleased with such treatment of the Sabbath? Is 
there no moral element inhering in obedience to a 
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positive command of God ? If so, can we be cer
tain that the precise day is destitute of a moral 
element, and is not the essence of the institution? 
Did not God give a reason for the prec~'.se day as 
well as for the institution? Would not the 
significance of the institution be lost without desig
nativn of the precise day? 

If the decree of Constantine in A. D. 321, 
while yet a pagan Roman emperor, changing the 
observance of the weekly rest from the seventh 
day of th~ week to "the venerable day of the 
sun," was not "thinking to change times and 
laws," will you be so kind as to tell what is? 

"Its Practical Applications." 

GoVERNMENT, both general and local, is the 
making,and enforcing of certain rules or laws for 

· the protection and control of a collection of per-
' sons. 

The theory on which our own Government 
has thus far been carried ori is, that no man when 
chosen to any office is asked what his religious 
faith is; whether he is a believer or an unbe
liever, a Jew or a Gentile. A'll that is required of 
him is that he shall be an American citizen and 
possess ability to perform the functions of his of
fice. That every man is responsible to God alone 
for what he believes, is also a part of this same 
doctrine. And from these have come the positive 
declaration that no laws shall ever be made that 
will in the least degree affect the conscience of a 
single individual under them. 

In the practical application of this doctrine 
thus far it has worked well. But some there are 
who seem to think differently, and are seeking to 
change its principles and carry into effect in its 
fullest sense a religious Government. They claim 
that their theory is sound, and its application de
sirable. It is affirmed that this country was set
tled by Christians and is a Christian nation; and 
therefore it is no more than reasonable that its 
laws should support, and tlJe Government be ad
ministered in the interests of, the Christian relig
ion\ The mild claim is advanced that the name 
of God, and of Christ, as the ruler of nations, 
should be inserted in our Constitution to indicate 
the Christian features of our Government. And 
is this all? How innocent it looks! Let us see. 

In the 0 hristian Statesman of February 28, 187 4, 
under the heading of " Our Movement Practical," 
the editor ofthat paper said:-

" No objection to the religious Amendment move
ment is more common than that it seeks a reform 
on paper only; the amendment of a parchment 
while the corrupt current of the national life is 
left to flow on unchanged. This is not the concep
tion of its friends. In the mind of all the promoters 
of the work, • , . it is an intensely practical 
movement. Its aim is to arouse and unite the 
Christian people of the Nation, using the term 
Christian in its widest sense, for the reformation of 
the Government on religious principles." 

Practical, means capable of being turned to 
use or account. Intensely, means to an extreme 
degree. As this movement is designed to reform 
the Government on religious principles, it is de
signed by the movers in it to press it to the farth
est degree in the use and interest of what they 
may be pleased to call the Christian religion. 
The same writer further said :-

"But the religious amendment of the Con~titu
tion is not, in itself, the end we seek. It is but a 
means to an end; and that end is the arousing and 
combining of the Christian people of America in a 
compact and enthusiastic, determined movement 

. to carry out the religious idea of government in all 
of its practical applications." 

This is a frank confession of their purposes. 
And had the leaders in this work more fully de
fined what they understand to be all the results, 
or the practical applications of religious ideas and 
principles in Government, then we should better 
know for what to look in the success of this move
ment. As it is, we are left to such ambiguous 
words as these: "A banner under which the 
friends of Christian government may be rallied 
to victory." "To govern this commonwealth in 
accordance with the law of God." "The organ
ization of Christian men for political purposes," 
etc. .What is meant by "victory" and "political 
purposes" is not quite so clear to the casual ob
server. We will therefore endeavor to gain a 
better knowledge of some of the practical results 
of their theory by the history of those who have 
tried it. 

"The People's HistoryofN orth America," p. 244, 
in giving an account of the early New England 
Colonies (1631), says:-

"When the restoration of plenty, by the arrival 
of supplies from England, and the abatement of 
the severity of winter, permitted the colonists to 
resume their assemblies for the transaction of busi
ness, their very first proceedings demonstrated that 
a great majority of them wereu considerably leav
ened with a spirit of intolerance, and were deter
mined in their practical administration to ex
emplify a thorough intermixture and mutual 
dependence of Church and State. A law was passed, 
enacting that none should hereafter be admitted 
freemen, or be entitled to any share in the Govern
ment, or be capable of being chosen magistrates, 
or even of serving as jurymen, but such as had 
been or should hereafter be received into the 
church as members. This law at once divested 
every person who did not hold the prevailing opin
ions, not only on the great points of doctrine, but 
with respect to the discipline of the church and 
the ceremonies of worship, of all the privileges 
of a citizen. An uncontrolled power of approving 
or rejecting the claims of those who applied for ad
mission into communion with the church, being 
vested in the ministers and leading men of each 
congregation, the most valuable civil rights were 
made to depend on their decisions with i'espect to 
qualifications purely ecclesiastical. Even at a later 
period, when the colonists were compelled, by the 
remonstrances of Charles the Second, to make some 
alterations of this law, they altered it only in appear
ance, and enacted that every candidate for the 
privilege of a freeman, should produce a ¢ertifi
cate from some minister of the established church 
that they were persons of orthodox principles, and 
of honest life and conversation-a certificate which 
they who did not belong to the established church 
necessarily solicited with great disadvantage. The 
consequence of such a law was to elevate the clergw 
to a very high degree of influence and authority." 

Here can be seen in all their glory some of the 
practical applications of religious principles in 
government. Dissenters and unbelievers were 
disfranchised, and the clergy clothed with su
preme power. AlHhe civil rights and privileges 
of good, law-abiding citizens were placed in the 
hands of the ministers, to be granted or denied ac
cording to their own interest or caprice. Some were 
exiled, as in the case of Roger Williams and some 
Quakers. The natural result of such law would 
be to fill the church with insincere members, cov
ering their inward motives with the outward pro
fession of piety. That this is not an imaginary 
result will be seen by the following extract from 
Gibbon's" Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire;' 
chap. 28. During his orthodox reign, Theodo
sius enacted the most oppressive laws against the 
pagans and in favor of the Catholic Church. A 
fine of $5,000 was imposed (the Blair bill only 
imposes $1,000) on all who dared disobey, and 

favoring those who would yield. And as the re
sult, "the churches were filled with the increas
ing multitude of these unworthy proselytes, who 
had conformed, from temporal motives, to the 
reigning religion; and whilst they devoutly imi
tated the postures, and recited the prayers, of the 
faithful, they satisfied their conscience by the si
lent and sincere invocation of the gods of antiq
uity." 

The National Reformers have intimated that if 
they can but secure the desired amendment to our 
National Constitution, they are "determined '' to 
press to the extreme degree the principles of re
ligious Government. The practical application of 
those principles will assuredly bring the following 
results, and even far more : (1) The most valu
able civil rights and blessings of all citizens will 
be in the uncontrolled power of the clergy. 
In the name of reason we ask, What difference 
between that and the Papacy in the height of its 
power? (2) All unbelievers and nonconformists 
will be disfranchised, and many exiled. And (3) 
unprincipled and unwashed aspirants and politi
cal demagogues will flock to the eager, open arms 
of the church, that they may reap the influence 
of power and the spoils of office. 

Alas for the church when she is wedded to the 
civil power! for then she will become the hold 
of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. 

"Give us in the National Constitution, the 
simple acknowledgment of the law of God as the 
supreme law of nations, and all the results indi
cated in this note will ultimately be secured." 
-Christian Statesman, 1875. And we are fully 
persuaded that it will be so, and much more too 
than is here indicated. E. R. JONES. 

Why the Constitution Is As It Is. 

THE second argument advanced by the advo
cates of constitutional amendment as stated, viz., 
that the omission to recognize God and Jesus 
Christ in the Constitution· by express declaration, 
originally, was influenced by a spirit of infidelity 
then prevailing, I think must be denied. It is 
perhaps true that at the period of the adoption of 
the Constitution there was greater tendency 
toward infidelity than now. But it must appear 
manifest, after the most casual review of our co
lonial history, that there were other and very dif
ferent reasons which were influential with the 
wise founders of our Constitution than the influ
ence of infidelity, or any prevailing tendency 
toward irreligion. 

There can be no better refutation of the claim 
that the omission stated was influenced by infi
delity or irreligion, than the statement of the his
torical truth that the people of the American 
colonies were essentially a Christian people, so 
much so that it would seem impossible that they 
should have agreed to and ratified a National 
Constitution from which had been purposely 
omitted any recognition of God or religion, and 
such omission had been demanded or influenced 
by a prevailing spirit of infidelity. 

The real cause of the om'ission is not difficult to 
discover. The history of the colonies is full of 
controversy in matters of religion, and of persecu
tion between the different religious sects. The 
Puritans of New England, who had come to these 
shores singing their praises and thanksgivings for 
their deliverance from religious persecution, be
came themselves persecutors and intolerant.· Re
ligious tests were established in the Colonies, and 
men were proscribed by the colonial laws, both in 



110 THE 'AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

their religious beliefs and forms of worship. Em
inent divines were prosecuted, persecuted, and.ban
ished for preaching the gospel contrary to the 
laws of the colony. During this period one had 
better be a thief in some of the colonies than a 
Quaker. Protestant persecuted Protestant, and all 
joined in the persecution of the Catholics. The laws 
were based upon the theory of the right of the 
State to control views, conduct, and beliefs in 
matters of religion as well as their conduct in· civil 
affairs. And such laws became and long continued 
oppressive in the extreme, and grievously burden
some in their exactions for the support of the 
church and their assumed control over the con
science. 

The blue laws of New Haven Colony, com
monly called the blue laws of Connecticut, fur
nish an illustration of the ideas and practices in 
civil government as held and practiced in that 
time. I believe the· historical account of these 
laws, as now commonly accepted, is, that the New 
Haven Colony had no code of laws at all; but 
upon the formation of the colony the founders 
agreed that. the Bible should be their law and 
guide in all theit affairs. Under this system of 
government the magistrate became the expounder 
of the law, as well as the administrator of it. For 
any act the citizen might do he was liable to ar
rest, and if the magistrate determined that the 
act was not in harmony with the teachings of 
the Bible, as h13 interpreted it, the offender was 
punished. These blue laws, so called, were not 
therefore laws in a proper sense at all, but were 
simply the records of trials, determinations, and 
convictions by the civil magistrates. Roger 'Vill
iams, one of the mqst devout and eminent men of 
his time, and who became the founder of the State 
of Rhode Island, was cast upon that shore in a 
storm while he was in banishment from Connecti
cut for the offense of preaching the gospel as he 
understood the truth of the gospel to be, and he 
became one of the foremost and ablest champions 
and advocates of religious liberty. 

The continued agitation by the advocates of 
full and complete liberty of conscience, who were 
among the ablest men of that age, the continued 
persecution, and oppressive character of the laws 
h_ad the effect in time to change the oppressiv~ 
character of the laws and to secure in the char
ters of new colonies provisions guaranteeing full 
liberty of conscience. 

In 1779, when the convention completed the 
work of forming our National Constitution, the 
people were profoundly impressed with the im
portance of a strong National Government. This 
necessity was inore plainly manifest because of 
the serious delays which had been encountered in 
carrying on a government by the consent and in
dependent action of the States during the period 
of .the revolution, and because of the dangers 
'~hwh had appeared in their present imperfect 
forms of government. There was a manifest de
termination among the wise and great men who 
were privileged to give to their posterity our great 
National Constitution, to meet upon a plane above 
selfish or local consideration, and, by mutual con
ce~sion, in. whatever oflocal or sectional prejudice 
mrght be mvolved, to form a stable and perma~ 
nent Government, sufficient for the present and 
the .great future they foresaw, and especially to 
avord. the d~gers and evils which their experi
ence m colomal government and confederation of 
States had given them to see. It would be strange 
indeed if this body of remarkable men, actuated 
by such purposes, remembering vividly the strug-

gles of the people for civil liberty, remembering 
as well and as vividly the persecutions among 
Christians under the earlier Governments, and the 
struggle for liberty of conscience, should not have 
given the most careful thought and consideration 
as to the proper relation of the Church and State, 
and as to the proper functions of government as 
related to matters of religion and as affecting the 
conscience. ' 

I think it cannot be doubted that the founders 
of our Constitution, because of these conditions 
which had existed among the people of the Col
onies and the States resulting from the union of 
the Church and State, the oppression the system 
brought upon the people, the persp,cution that it 
fostered, and because of the spirit of religious lib
erty which then not only strongly prevailed, but 
was suspicious, watchful, and active, dem:ned it 
wise to omit everything from the instrument which 
could by any possibility give color to any claim 
of right or power in civil Government to control 
the conscience, and to plainly mark the lines of 
power in the Government formed upon the broad 
theory that in all matters of religion men are 
accountable only to God, and that it is the prov
ince of civil Government to deal onlv with men's 
civil and national affairs. I am "strongly im
pressed with the belief that there is no higher 
evidence of the superior wisdom and statesman
ship of the founders of the American Constitution, 
than appears in their manifest recognition of this 
broad and comprehensive theory of civil govern
ment. 

It may be further said that the wisd .m of this 
theory is strongly attested' by the fact that since 
the adoption of our Constitution, which has now 
covered a century of time, all religious sects ex
isting among our people, and the people repre
senting all shades of opinion concerning religion, 
have dwelt together in harmony and peace under 
the Government; and the church, having thrown 
off all civil interference by the Stat<J, and declined 
all civil aids, has gone steadily forward in its 
great work, and occupies to-day a position of 
greater strength and power, nearer to the hearts 
and affections of the people,. and nearer a state of 
Christian unity, than ever before.-Bon. John L: 
Rupe, in Richmond (Ind.) Telegram. 

Religion and the Constitution. 

IN 187 4 a petition was presented to Congress 
asking for an acknowledgment of God in th~ 
Constitution. The petition was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, which made the fol
lowing report, February 18 :-

"The Committee o,'! the .Tudiciary, to whom 
was 'rr'ferrcd the petition of E. a. Goulet and oth
ers, ~sking Congress for ' an acknowledgment of 
Almtghty God and the Christian religion' in 
the Constitution of the United 8tatP.s, having con
sidered the matter referred to them, respectfully 
pray leave to report: 

"That, upon examination even of the meager de
bates by the fathers of the Republic in the conven
tion which framed the Constitution, they find that 
the subject of this memorial was most fully and 
carefully considered, and then, in that t'onvention 
decided, after grave deliberation, to which the sub~ 
j~ct was entitled, that, as this country, the founda
tion of w~ose government they were then laying, 
was to be the home of the oppressed of all nations· 
~f the e~rth: whether Christian or pagan, and in 
t11ll realizatiOn of the dangers which the union be
tween Ch_arch and State had imposed upon so 
~any nat.IOns of.the Old World, with great unanim
lty, that 1t ·was mexpedient to put anything into 
the Constitution or frame of government which 

~ight be construed to be a reference to any relig
IOUS creed or doctrine. 

"And they further find .that this decision was 
accepted by our Christian fathers with such O'reat 
unanimity that in the amendments which ~vere 
afterward proposed in order to make the Constitu
tion more acceptable to the Nation, none has ever 
been proposed to the States by which this wise de
termination of the fathers has been attempted to 
be changed. Wherefore, your committee report 
that it is inexpedient to legislate upon the subject 
of the above memorial, and ask that they be dis
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that this report, together with the petition 
be laid upon the table." ' 

In this report the exact truth is told, namely, 
that the fathers of the republic carefully consid
ered the matter of religion and the Constitution, 
and kept them separate for good reason. That 
religion was not left out of the Constitution by 
accident, is evident from the fact that the first 
amendment was added almost immediately after 
the adoption of the Constitution. 

What Is the Politics of the Sunday 
Movement? · 

I HAVE presented the petitions in opposition to 
religious legislation in Indiana, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, and I cannot see that there is any 
particular difference upon this subject between 
Democrats and Republicans. Prohibitionists have 
almost to a man refused to sign our petitions, A 
very large majority of both Democrats and Re
publicans sign them when the subject is plainly 
set before them. Where they refuse it is gener
ally because of religious prejudice. The youth 
often want to sign, but our workers of course re
fuse to let them. 

In the South we often find married ladies and 
mothers who are not 21 years old. These cannot 
sign the petitions because they are not old enough. 

The House of Representatives in Indiana took 
a test vote to see how they stood on the subject of 
the Sunday-Rest bill. Most of the Republi
cans voted in favor of it; mor..t of the Democrats 
against. The Lieutenant-Governor is a preacher 
and a Republican, and I think he led the Re
publicans to vote as they did. Yet the vote was 
not a strictly party vote. Some Democrats were 
in favor, and I understand some Republicans op
posed. It was next tested in the Senate. Both 
Houses are strongly Democratic. The decision 
was against the Sunday bill. 

The ministers of the Christian Alliance learned 
that the Legislature had decided against the bill, 
and they determined to work the members 
over and get them to vote in favor of it. We de
cided to head off the Alliance, and therefore tele
graphed immediate! y for AMERICAN SENTINELS to 
give to every member of both Houses until they 
should be informed upon the subject. 

The matter did not come up the second time. 
I suppose the Alliance thought it would not 
be best to try it over after the SENTINELS were 
in the hands of the voters. 

WILLIAM COVERT. 

America well says that the new Roman Catholic 
University in Washington, which is soon to begin 
educating American young men, will probably 
prove itself as un-American in all the ideas and 
methods found within its walls, as anything could 
well be. Bishop Kane is picking up Italian pro
fessors to man the new university, and it will be 
to all intents and purposes, a foreign institution of 
learning planted on American s,oil1 and reeking 
with the dogmas of Rome, 
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scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

THE Baptist Ministers' Conference in New 

York was addressed recently by Col. Elliott F. 
Shepard, who, after giving the opinion of how 
Sunday should be observed, said:-

"Now it may be that someone will say, 'Very 
well, why don't you go to work and stop every 
street railway in the city and put your opinions in 
effect.' I do not affect to be the whole community. 
I have not got the legislative power of this State 
nor of this country under my control. I can only 
do humbly what little I am able to, and with the 
blessing of God I intend to do that." 

The only reason why he does not put his opin
ions into effect, and force everybody to act on 
Sunday just as he thinks they ought to, is that he 
hasn't the power. But the American Sabbath 
Union, of which he is president, is seeking to get 
the legislative power under its contJ;ol, and then 
we may be sure that this country will be modeled 
after the opinions of the leaders of that association. 
It will then be a crime for a man to have an 
opinion of his own. 

OuR correspondent from Kentucky, "William 
Covert, informs us that when the friends of Sun
day legislation were canvassing the city of Nash
ville, Tennessee, last fall, they recorded the names 
of the children in the Sunday-schools, upon their 
petition, asking for a Sunday law. His inform
ant, a lady in Nashville, whose name and ad
dress he gives, says that after the Sunday-law 
people had worked the Sunday-schools they came 
to her house for the signature of her husband, 
herself, and her son. The son i.s ten years old, 
and was a member of one Sunday-school, where 
the names of the children were taken for the pe
tition. If these names have not already been pre
sented to Congress, they will doubtless appear 
there next fall, all duly certified to as being the 
n.ames of persons "twenty-one years of age or 
more." 

THE ministers of Cleveland, Ohio, unite in ask
ing the mayor of that city to enforce the law of 
Ohio, which reads as follows:-

,, Whoever, on the first day of the week, com
monly called Sunday, participates in or exhibits 
to the public, with or without charge for admit
tance, in any building, room, ground, garden, 
or other place in this State, any theatrical or dra
matic performance of any kind or description, or 
any equestrian or circus performance of jugglers, 
acrobats, rope dancing, sparring exhibitions, va
riety shows, negro minl:!trelsy, living statuary, 
ballooning, or any base-ball playing, or any ten
pins, or other games of similar kind or kinds, or 
participates in keeping any low or disorderly house 
of resort, . . . he or she shall, on complaint 
made within twenty days thereafter, be fined in 
any sum not exceeding $100, or be confined in the 
county jail not exceeding six months, or both, at 
the discretion of the court." 

In other words, they want the State to put a 
premium on vice during the week, by declaring it 
wrong to keep open low and disorderly houses on 
Sunday. 

MoNDAY evening, March 25, The Boston Dis
trict Committee of the American Sabbath Union 
was appointed, in the parlors of Joseph Cook, Mr. 
Crafts being present and officiating. The work 
of the committee is to organize State, county, and 
local Sunday associations in the New England 
States, except Connecticut. It consists of "all 
members of the American Sabbath Union in the 
territory indicated-namely, the Hon. Alden 
Speare, vice-president of Massachusetts, and the 
Rev. Daniel Dorchester, D. D., both of Boston, 
and both appointed to membership by the Metho
dist General Conference; the Rev. A. J. Gordon, 
D. D., Baptist vice-president, and Mr. W. N. 
Hartshorn, both of Boston, and the Rev. H. 
Hinckley, of Lynn, three of the representative 
members appointed by the Baptists; Joseph 
Cook, the Rev. H. M. Dexter, D. D., the Rev. 
Arthur Little, D. D., the Rev. William C~ Wood, 
all of Boston, and all honorary members with full 
privt'leges; the Hon. Nelson Dingley, M. C. 
Lewiston, vice-president for Maine; Mr. J. G. Lane, 
Manchester, vice-president for New Hampshire; the 
Hon. Franklin Fairbanks, vice-president for Ver
mont. 

"This committee added to itself the Rev. Dr. 
Hazen, and the persons not already mentioned 
whose names appear below in another connection. 
This District Committee elected for its chairman 
the Rev. David H. Ela, D. D.; for vice-chairman, 
the Rev. J. B.-Dunn, D. D.; for district secretary, 
the Rev. Arthur Little, D. D. The District 
Committee then proceeded to organize a Boston 
Sabbath Committee, which is to supplement and 
co-operate with the work of the Law and Order 
League. On the committee were appointed. the 
Rev. Arthur Little, D. D.; the Rev. C. A. Bick
ford, editor of the Morning Star, the Rev. Charles 
Parkhurst, editor of Zion's Herald, the Rev. L. B. 
Bates, D. D., the Rev. William C. Wood, the 
Rev. A. H. Plumb, D. D., the Rev. A. J. Gordon,D. 
D., Mr. W. N. Hartshorn, the Hon. Alden Spears, 

.the Rev. Daniel Dorchester, D. D., the Rev. Dr. 
Rogers, the Rev. J. H. Ross, Mr. H. M. Moore, 
Mr. L. Edwin Dudley, the Rev. D. Gregg, D. D., 
Hon. B. B. Johnson, the Rev. Frederick Boyles 
Allen, the Rev. William Graham, D. D., the Rev. 
A. P. Foster, D. D., and the Rev. D. H. Ela, 
D. D." 

This list has such a "reverend" appearance that 
many people will be in danger of supposing that 
the whole movement is a religious affair. Where 
are the "workingmen" with whom the thing is 
said to have originated ? 

WHEN the Tillman &nday bill was under dis
cussion in the Arkansas Legislature, Senator 
Brickell "paid a high tribute to his venerable 
predecessor, the Hon. Robert H. Crockett, but 
[said] on the question, he was here to undo what 
his more brilliant and experienced predecessor 
had done." We think that it would be the part 
of wisdom for him to take some lessons from ex
perience. His predecessor was more experienced, 
but he proposed in his inexperience to undo his 
work. Senator Crockett's work was to secure a 
cessation of one of the worst persecutions that 
has ever disgraced this country. Senator Brickell, 
like Senator Tillman, proposes to revive that per
secution. Where did such men get their ideas of 
liberty? One would naturally think that it was 
in Russia. Yet in all the ranks of the National 
Reform Association, and the American Sabbath 
Union, and the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, not a voice is heard in disfavor of such 
injustice. 

Notice to Subscribers. 

A FEW hundred subscriptions expire with this issue of the 
SENTINEL. Please examine the address label on your paper 
this week and see if your Mme is out or will expire soon. Our 
terms are cash in advance, so please renew at once and thus 
avoid missing any numbers. Price, $1.00 per year, or if you 
send us five subscriptions at $1.00 each, we will send you the 
weekly AMERICAN SENTINEL one year free. 

The time of those who subscribed for the monthly paper, and 
whose date on the address label reads June, 89, expires with 
the weekly issue of March 27; those of July, 89, with \Veekly issue 
of AprillO; those of August, 89, with April 24; of September, on 
May 8; of October,_.on May 22; of November, ou June 5; and of 
December, on June 26. This closes up all the old monthly dates. 

J. J. Dean, M.D., of Florida, says:-
. " Have been getting signers to the petitions against the Blair 

bills and find nine-tenths of the people decidedly against any 
change in our Constitution when they come to fully understand 
the subject." 

A banker in Nebraska writes:-
" Inclosed find draft, etc.; commence my subscription with 

the first weekly number issued. I am very much pleased with 
the SENTINEL, and believe that its mission is a grand one. I 
bflieve quite a number of subscribers could be obtained here. 
A oout 400 signatures were obtained to the remonstrance against 
t1te Blair bllls. · 

"The town has been somewhat stirred over the agitation of 
· 'le Sunday-Rest bill, and the Religious Amendment to the Con
~itution. Yours for the defense of American liberty. 
A lady in Kansas writes:-
" I find that the A..1!ERICAN SENTINEL meets with much appre

ciation. I have taken 300 names against the Blair bills, and 
have left reading matter at almost every house.'' 

E. J. Ross, of Rome, Mich., in renewing for the AliERICAN 
SENTINEL, signs himself, "Yours for the liberty our forefathm'S 
supposed they bequeathed tons." 

The following are expressions of opinion from ·attorneys at 
· law in various States: "I like your views on the Blair Sunday 
bill." 

"The subject that_ is now agitating the people is of vital im· 
portance." 

''I do not think that religion should be taught in the public 
schools." 

" I am opposed to any union of Church and State." 
''I am decidedly opposed to any instruction in Christianity in 

our free public-school system." 
:Mayor John R. Glascock, of this city, in speaking of the Blair 

bills, says that they are "an infringement upon the personal 
liberty of the people. Church and State should be kept as far 
apart as possible. Let our schools teach knowledge and not 
religion." 

Agents Wanted. 

To canvass for the weekly AMERICAN SENTI
NEL, at $1.00 per year, to whom liberal cash 
commissions will be paid. Send now for sample 
copy, terms to agents, etc. 

M. L. Huntley, secretary International Tract 
Society, Battle Creek, Mich., is general agent for 
all that territory lying south of Pennsylvania and 
the Ohio River, and east of the Mississippi River 
Persons desiring to canvass in any State included 
in that territory will please apply to the secre
tary mentioned above. 

Canvassers in any other States will write to -the 
State T. and M. secretary of the State in which 
they wish to work, or to AMERICAN SEN'l'INEL, 
1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal. 

Agents' complete canvassing outfit for the 
SENTINEL alone, consisting of sample copies of the 
paper, guarantee cards, circulars, terms to agents, 
etc., sent free. 

Agents' complete canvassing outfit, including a 
sample copy of the illustrated pamphlet, " Pro
phetic Lights," post-paid, for 50 cents. 

Agents' complete canvassing outfit, including a 
sample copy of the illustrated, 500-page, cloth
bound, popular edition of "Great Controversy," 
for $1.00. 
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of thil United States Constitution as it is, so far 
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THE REv. J. M. FosTER, of National Reform 
fame, recently lectured in Indianapolis, and the 
Sentinel of that city said of him that "he seemed 
to be the incarnation of John Calvin." Mr. 
Foster felt wonderfully tickled at this, regarding 
it as a compliment, and said : "We do not object 
to that. It is no reflectjon on the sentiments ad
vanced." . Without saying anything against the 
honesty of John Calvin, there is no question but 
that he was as violent a persecutor as any agent 
of the Inquisition ever was. Intolerance of' the 
religious opinions of others was a part of his creed 
and practice. National Reformers in taking him 
as their patron saint only show the nature of 
their movement. 

THE Pearl of Dt~ys says that "a bill making it a 
misdemeanor to sell wine, ale, or beer on Sunday, 
has passed both Houses in the· Legislature of Ten
nessee." 

This bill might properly be named a bill mak
ing it a righteous act to sell wine, ale, or beer on 
the last six days of the week. Misdemeanor is 
misbehavior. A misdemeanor is an evil action, 
since misdemeanor in general is evil conduct. So 
the bill in general declares that it is wrong to sell 
liquor on Sunday. The fact that the time is lim
ited to Sunday says, as plainly as language can 
say it, that it is not wrong to sell liquor outside of 
that limit. It is a common thing for Sunday-law 
zealots to say that everyone who does not favor 
their schemes is in league with the saloons; but 
we should like to see how the supporters of the 
Tennessee Sunday bill can make it appear that 
they are not deliberately contracting with the 
liquor sellers to legalize their business and make 
it respectable six days in every week. 

THE leaders in the matter of Sunday legisla
tion are very fond of classing all opponents of 
their schemes as infidels and atheists. They will 
have hard work, however, to maintain the Phar
isaic position which they have assumed, so long 
as eminent clergymen of various denominations 
continue to preach sermons against the Blair bills 
and Sunday legislation in general. On Sunday, 
March 24, the Rev. M. D. Shutter, of the Church 

· of the Redeemer, Minneapolis, preached a sermon 

on "Religion and the State," dwellin'g for the 
most part on the Blair Sunday bill. He said:-

" I am opposed to this measure, because any attempt 
to promote by legislation the observence of any day 
as a day of religious worship is no part of the func
tion of the State. A Statemaysimplyactongrounds 
of general public welfare. It may require cessation 
from labor one day a week, if, in the judgment of 
legislators, this is necessary for the public benefit; but 
it may not require this cessation on any particular 
day, because that is regarded by any part of the peo
ple as a holy day, or for the purpose of promoting 
the observance of such a day as a day of ' religious 
worship.' For the State to proceed upon the basis 
that such a thing is demanded by the law of God, is 
to establish . the principle that the State· has a 
right to determine what are the laws of God. The 
Sabbath is in debate even among Christians. The 
action contemplated in the Blair bill makes the State 
a partner in a religious controversy, and forces it to a 
decision against one set of claimants and in favor of 
the other. Its decision must then be enforced, and 
this is persecution. The principle itself is the one 
that lies at the bottom of a union of Church and State. 
Let Christian people translate the truths and doctrines 
of Christianity into their lives, and not into the stat
utes. Conversions are not produced by law. We had 
a trial of the very thing to which this bill would lead, 
in the early days of this country, when each colony 
was dominated by a religious sect. We have gotten 
away from that condition. Let us take no backward 
steps I" 

Sunday and the Law of Nature. 

A GENTLEMAN in Kansas, who. has been re
ceiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL for some 
months, by the courtesy of a friend, writes to us 
that he does not indorse its teachings, and par
ticularizes after the following fashion:-

" It would be unwise to enter into detail, but I am 
amazed that Americans. calling thelllSelves intelligent 
should oppose so-called civil Sunday legislation, and, 
at the same time, favor legislation touching other 
propositions contained in the decalogue. ' Thou shalt 
not kill,' ' Thou shalt not steal,' ' Thou shalt not bear 
false witness,' etc., might as well be kicked against 
on religious grounds as, 'Remember the Sabbath-day,' 
etc. 

" I have had personal occasion to know that a mule 
team can make a one-thousand-mile journey at the 
rate of six days per week, and come out at the end 
in less time and in better condition than when worked 
seven.days per week. 

" I once asked a locomotive engineer which would 
be the best for the locomotive, all other things being 
equal, forty-two days' work in six weeks, or forty

. two days' work in seven weeks? He replied, ' The 
latter, by all means.' Mules and locomotives cannot 
be accused of religious fanaticism. 

"My conclusion is that a rest-day of one in seven 
is inwrought into the nature of things. You and I can
not change it. We may buck, and kick, and wax 
profane, but the great law of a necessary rest-day will 
still exist, and the higher the enlightenment the more 
the law will be recognized." 

We quote this much of the letter because .it is 
a fair sample of the understanding, or rather the 
misunderstanding, which Sunday-la.w advocate.s 
seem to have of our opposition to their work. 

NUMBER 1.5. 

Our correspondent well says that we are opposed 
to "so-called civil Sunday legislation." That is 
it, exactly. It is so-called civil Sunday legislation, 
but actually religious or ecclesiastical Sunday leg
islation, To show that this is so we make a few 
quotations. 

In an article in the California Prohibitionist, 
of December 6, 1888, the Rev. N. R. Johnston, 
a prominent National Reformer, said:-

" vVe do ask a law that will be in accordance wiil. 
the divine law of the fourth commandment." 

And again:-
" We recommend most strenuous and prayerfUl 

efforts in the States and Territories to secure legll.-· 
lation in harmony with the fourth commandment.'' 

In Mr. Crafts's speech before the general as· 
sembly of the Knights of Labor, at Indianapolis, 
November 16, 1888, he said:-

" A weekly day of rest has never been permanentl} 
secured in any land except on the basis of religioub 
obligation. Take the religion out and you take thEJ 
rest out." 

The Rev. James Brand, D. D., in an article 
in the Advance of March 21, 1889, said:-

"If there is no good moral principle behind the 
Sunday law it cannot stand.'' 

And Colonel . Shepard, president of the Amer
ican Sabbath Association, in his address upon 
his election, said : " Every man, woman, and 
child in our country is going to be judged by the 
fourth commandment," indicating, as Mr. John
ston said, that Sunday laws are designed to en
force the religious observance of the day. 

Finally, as an admission of what we have al
ways claimed, we quote from a sermon by Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D. D., entitled, "The Right 
to Sunday Laws," published in the New York 
Evangelist, March 28, 1889. Speaking of the 
declaration made by Mr. vVolfe of the secular 
league, before the Senate Committee, that " he 
did not object to the civil Sunday, and would 
help to enforce it," Mr. Sunderland says:-

"No man ca~ make such an admission and not go 
to the end with those who secure and retain a Chris
tianity which is the rational observance of our Amer
ican Sabbath in every particular. It is simply impos
sible to have a civil Sunday, that is, a day of rest 
from ordinary occupation, and not exclude from it 
a voluntary religious observance.. The declaration 
forcibly reminds one of a certain lord bishop who 
said, 'Oh, but you know, John, I do not swear as a 
bishop, only as a man.' ' That is true, your grace,' 
replied the valet, but I was thinking when the devil 
comes for the man what will become of the bishop?'" 

These statements, from among many that might 
be quoted, show not only that Sunday legislation 
is ;religious legislation, but that it cannot by any 
possibility be anything else. 

Concerning the sixth, eighth, and ninth com
mandments, which our correspondent quotes, we 
have this to say: First, that there is a universally 
recognized difference between the first four com
mandments and the last six. The first four re-
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late only to man's duty to God, but the last six 
present his duty to his fellow-men. With man's 
duty to God no man has any right to interfere, 
but Governments exist for the sole purpose of 
preserving the proper relation of citizens to one 
another. Second, legislation concerning killing 
and stealing and bearing false witness is not 
legislation upon the sixth, eighth, antl ninth com
mandments, and does not derive its authority 
from those commandments. . The Government 
punishes the murderer, not because the com
mandment says it is wrong to kill, but because 
the murderer interferes with the right to life and 
liberty which the Government grants to all citi
zens. This is shown further by the fact that, 
when the Goyernment punishes the murderer, it 
does not execute one particle of the penalty for 
breaking the sixth commandment. The punish
ment which civil government metes out to the 
murderer does not make his guilt any the less, 
or leave him any the le-ss to answer for before 
the bar of God. It is simply a pledge on the 
part of the Government that the people shall be 
protected in future from his lawlessness. 

We might call attention, while passing, to the 
fact that Sunday legislation has nothing what
ever to do with the fourth commandment, even 
though it were proper and possible for Govern
ment to legislate concerning the decalogue. A 
man will search in vain for any reference to 
Sunday in the fourth commandment. A law in 
accordance with the divine law of the fourth 
commandment, such as Mr. Johnston wants, 
would enforce the observance of the seventh day, 
or Saturday ; but, although this day is enjoined 
by the commandment, civil government has no 
right to enforce its observance. 

Our correspondent says that " a mule team can 
make a thousand miles' journey at the rate of six 
days per week, and come out at the end in less 
time and in better condition than when worked 
seven days per week." We do not question that 
at all, but we claim that it affords no reason for 
Sunday legislation. Granting that man and beast 
could do more work if they rest one day in seven, 
what is there in that to indicate that that day 
should be Sunday? and what right has the Gov
ernment to specify on which day they shall take 
their needed rest? We are not, as he imagines, 
"kicking against a rest-day." We not only be
lieve in the right of every man to rest one day 
in seven if he chooses to, but we also believe that 
it is the duty of every man to rest one day in 
seven, even on the day which the fourth com
fuandment enjoins; but we do not recognize the 
right of Government to say that a man shall do 
his duty in regard to the fourth commandment, 
any more than it may compel him to obey the 
first, and worship God. 

Then again there is a difference of opinion 
among men as to what day is enjoined by the 
fourth commandment; and Government has no 
more right to decide the question between them 
than it has to interfere with men's honest dif
ference concerning the age of the earth or the 
mode of baptism. Every man has reason, and 
one man cannot think for another, neither can 
the Government take it upon itself to do the 
thinking for all its citizens. 

In line with the statement that "mules will do 
more work if allowed to rest one day in seven," 
is the statement that " a rest-day of one in seven 
is in wrought in the nature of things;" but that 
does not prove that the Government should com
pel men to comply with that law, neither does it 

indicate upon what day that periodical rest 
should be taken. If we are to fall back upon 
the law of nature, then we must let nature exe
cute her own laws, or else we must legislate upon 
everything which the laws of nature demand. · 

\Ve will take a parallel and see how it works. 
The necessity for bodily rest is inwrought in the 
very nature of man, and not only so, but nature 
has indicated when that rest should be taken, 
by making a regularly recurring period of dark
ness, in which sleep is natural, and work is most 
difficult. Now, if the State may legislate con
cerning a weekly rest, surely there is more reason 
why it should legislate concerning a daily rest, 
because the daily rest is more necessary to one's 
physical well-being than is the weekly rest, and 
nature indicates when the daily rest should be 
taken, but indicates nothing concerning the time 
of the weekly rest. If the State may say that 
all men must rest upon Sunday because it is good 
to rest one day in seven, then it may likewise say 
that all men must take eight hours' sleep every 
night. And just as the State makes no difference 
even though a man may have rested one day in 
the week and is not tired when Sunday comes, 
so it must make no difference even though a man 
is not tired when the regularly appointed hour 
for retiring comes. Sunday-law makers say that 
those who observe another day than Sunday are 
a very small minority, and that they must submit 
even though they are inconvenienced and obliged 
to lose more time than others. They say that the 
liberty of rest for one depends upon the law of 
rest for all. Now we will apply that argument 
in another case. 

The State, as we have seen, is under greater 
obligation to compel people to rest every day 
than to rest once a week, but when it comes to 
enforcing this law, it finds some men who are 
employed upon a morning newspaper, and who 
are obliged to work in the night and to take their 
needed rest in the day-time. These\vould natu
rally protest against a law compelling everybody 
to go to bed at nine o'clock and stay there till 
five in the morning; but the advocates of the 
law may claim that the liberty of rest for each 
depends upon the law of rest for all, and that no 
discrimination can be made. The number of 
those who work upon morning newspap·ers is only 
a small proportion of the number of inhabitants 
of the country, and the convenience of the ma
jority must be considered. We think that any
one can see the injustice of fais, and we know 
that the only reason why they cannot see the 
gross injustice of the same argument concerning 
Sunday is because of prejudice and religious big
otry. 

Later on in his letter, our friend tells about 
people who have been "downed " in trying to 
reverse the :u.ature of things; but, as we have 
shown, we are not trying to reverse the natpre of 
things. We are not protesting against a weekly 
rest-day. All that we protest against is the as
sumption that, because some men want to take 
their, rest on Sunday, everybody else must be 
compelled to do. likewise. This is not in the 
nature of things only as it is man's nature to be 
selfish; and against such unreasonable selfishness 
as that everybody ought to protest. It is neither 
civil nor religious. E. J. w. 

THE Sunday bill which Senator Tillman in
troduced into the Arkansas Legislature, and 
pushed thrm1gh the Senate, failed to pass the 
House. So the people will have rest for a season. 

"Principles of the Christian Religion" 
According to the National 

Reformers. 

WHEN the Blair Amendment was introduced 
into the Congress of the United States, the Na
tional Reformers said it was just the thing they 
wanted, just what they had been working for for 
years; that they would "begin without delay the 
circulation of petitions (to be furnished in proper 
form by the association), and let an opportunity be 
given, in all parts of the country, to make up a 
roll of petitions so great that it would require a 
procession of wheelbarrows to trundle the mighty 
mass into the presence of the representatives of 
the Nation, into the Honse of Congress." 

The questions naturally arise to an observer: 
Why has the National Reform Association always 
been so persistent in pushing such movements ? 
Why do they so much want the Blair Amend
ment to pass? What part of it is it they so very 
much favor? is it the educational part, or some 
other part? 

These questions are all answered, to my mind, 
by J. C. K. Milligan in the Christian Statesman 
of July 26, 1888. He says: "True, the pending 
amendment has its chief value in one phrase, 
'the Christian religion.' '~ 

Mr. Milligan says that because it will enforce 
the teaching of the Christian religion, that makes 
it truly valuable. Then of course without that it 
has no true value. Now can you answer the 
question, " Why do they so much want the amend-
ment passed?'' · 

What does it mean if the proposed amendment 
should be adopted? It simply means that a set 
of rules will have to be culled out, by somebody, 
and called the "principles of the Christian relig
ion." In other words, the principles of the Chris
tian religion will have to be defined. I could 
teach the principles of Ingersoll as the principles 
of the Christian religion, and the law could not 
stop me, if it did not define the principles of the 
Christian religion. 

Some think this kind of reasoning is carrying 
the matter a point too far, for they say, "Every
one knows what the principlE)s of the Christian 
religion are." I doubt the statement very much; 
but to save argument ";e simply submit the words 
of the father of the bill. Senator Blair says: "I 
believe that a text-book of instruction in the prin
ciples of virtue, morality, and of the Christian 
religion, can be prepared for use in the public 
schools by a joint effort of those who represent 
every branch of the Christian church, both Prot
estant and Catholic, and also those who are not 
actively associated with either." This he said in 
a letter ,to the secretary of the National Reform 
Association. Now if a text-book is to be made, 
I should like to ask, Will not those things which 
are to be put into the text-book have to be de
fined before they go into the book, or will the 
amendmentists accept anything, whatever it may 
be, as the principles of the Christian religion ? 
To ask such a question is to answer it. And 
since they will have to be defined, how will it be 
done?-" By a joint effort of those who represent 
every branch of the Christian church, both Prot
estant and Catholic, and also those who are not 
actively associated with either." It will be quite 
a mongrel will it not? 

But sfuce National Reformers are the ones 
who work up sentiment, and try to get such 
laws passed, they, of course, will be represented as 
fully as any other body of the Christian church 
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. in this council which is to decide what the prin
ciples of the Christian religion are. Since they · 
ask the privilege of doing this (defining the 
Christian religion), it is only fair to ask the ques
tion, What have these principles which you would 
define as the principles of the Christian religion, 
led you to do? what kind of spirit have they 
led you to manifest ? \V e will let their own 
words answer these questions. 

The Christian Statesman of October 2, 1884, 
says : "Enforce upon all that come among us the 
laws of Christian morality." How long would a per
son have to be "enforced" to obey the laws of 
Christian morality before he would say," The love 
of Christ constraineth me "? By this very act of 
enforcing Christian' morality they are trying to 
do something which will drive people farther 

' away from Christ instead of drawing them closer. 
That is one :flaw in their principles of the Chris
tian religion. 

In the Christian Statesman of November 1, 
1883, Mr. Coleman says: "To be perfectly plain, 
I believe that the existence of a Christian Con
stitution would disfranchise every logically con
sistent infidel." Remember, that with National 
Reformers all who oppose their views are infidels. 
Isn't that pretty hard? Webster. defines "dis
franchise" as follows : "To deprive of the. rights . 
and privileges of a free citizen." One of the 
rights of every citizen, in this country, is the 
right to worship God, or not to worship God, 
according to .the dictates of his own conscience. 
.Another right is to be protected; another to vote; 
another to hold property, etc. 

So Mr. Coleman would take away such rights 
as these; take away all rights to freedom, as a 
free citizen ; all rights to be protected; all rights 
to worship God according to your own idei'L, 
etc., etc. 

It looks very much like just making a man a 
vagabond on the face of the earth, does it not? 
.And why should all t]lis be done? Simply be
cause you don't believe as Mr. Coleman does. 

How would you like such principles as these 
taught to your children? Yet this seems to be N a
tional Reform religion. 

In the Statesman of May 21, 1885, the Rev. 
E. B. Graham says: "We might say in all 
justice, if the opposers of the Bible do not like 
our government, and its Christian features, let 
them go to some wild, desolate land, and in the 
name of the devil, and for the sake of the devil, 
subdue it, and set up a government of their own 
on infidel and atheistic ideas, and then, if they 
can stand it, &tay there until they die." What 
kind of Christianity is that? 

Jonathan Edwards said in a speech in New York 
City in February, 1873 :-

"What are the rights of the atheist? I would 
tolerate him as I would tolerate a poor lunatic ; 
for in my view his mind is scarcely sound. So long 
as he does not rave, so long as he is not dangerous, 
I would tolerate him. I would tolerate him as I 
would tolerate a conspirator." 

Mr. Edwards takes pains to explain the term 
"atheist." He simply makes out that all who 
are opposed to this movement, which he is work
ing to forward, are atheists. Please notice this : 
it is possible for an atheist to rave. It is possi
ble for a Seventh-day Baptist to rave. It is 
possible for a Seventh-day .Adventist to rave. 
How may they do it? Simply by speaking their 
convictions. If they do this they are to be toler
ated as conspirators, and, of course, trotted off to 
jail. .Again, Mr. Edwards says : "Yes, to this 
extent I would tolerate the atheist, but no more. 
Why should I? The atheist does not tolerate me. 
He does not smile either in pity or in scorn upon 
iny faith." Mr. Edwards has spoken too plainly 
to be misunderstood this time any way. If he 
has not taught the doctrine, which, if expressed in 
words, would be, Love those who love you; hate 
those who hate you; curse those who curse you ; 
and anything of like import you have a mind to 
add, then I don't know the meaning of plain 
English. 

.Again, Mr. Edwards says: "Tolerate atheism, 
sir, there is nothing out of hell that I would not as 
soon tolerate." 

There you have it all in a nutshell. That can 
not be misinterpreted. If there is nothing out of 
hell as bad as an atheist (atheist, deist, Jew, 
Seventh-day Baptist, and Seventh-day .Adventist), 
then it is plain that he would be closer to his 
place if he was sent to hell; and that is not all, Mr. 
Edwards manifests a spirit to send him there, if 
he can. 

\V ell, friends, how do you like the National 
Reform version of the "principles of the Christian 
religion"? You have a few of them before you, 
decide if you like them or not. 

c. EMMERSON. 

Sunday Legislation Is Church and 
State Union. 

THE foilowing is a sermon which was delivered, 
March 24, by Rev. R. D. Clark, pastor of the 
Baptist Church at Eureka, Cal. So highly was 
it appreciated that, by special request, he re
peated it two weeks later, .April 7, in Russ Hall 
in that city. We recommend it to the careful 
perusal of all into whose hands this number of 
the SENTINEL may fall, as a candid statement of 
facts, by one who cannot be accused of being 
prejudiced against the Sunday sabbath:-

The efforts which are now being pushed, to 
secure national legislation in favor of Sunday 
observance, mark an important era in the his
tory of the Sabbath question. Let no one be 
deceived in regard to this movement, for it strikes 
directly at the foundations on which our republic 
rests. Everyone who is familiar with the history 
of this country, is not ignorant of the struggles 
through which the colonies passed in securing 
liberty from ecclesiastical oppression, a separation 

Just because a man does not agree with you 
in religious views, send him straight to the devil. 
Does that sound much as if that man's "Christian 
principles" had led him just where he ought to 
be to teach others? It does seem to me that he 
has been led just where he would be likely to 
recommend some carnal power to enforce his 
ideas of the Christian principles. Does his talk 
sound very much like the gospel in its simplicity 
when it went forth "conquering and to conquer"? 
The principles of the Christian religion have been 
legislated upon far too much by worldly powers 
already, Mr. Graham. That is the reason it does 
not g9 forth "conquering and to conquer," as 
much as it used to. But there is another point 
in Mr. Graham's remark. It is this: he speaks 

. h_is sentiments in "all justice." That is the Na
tional Reform idea of justice. .Again : The Rev. 

. between Church and State, and the right of every 
individual to worship God according to th~ dic
tates of one's own conscience. Whatever legis
lation may be inaugurated, looking towards com
pelling men to_ observe any religious requirement, 

is a union of Church and State, and will only 
result in untold evil. 

This Sabbath question is one which involves 
the fundamental rights of the individual con
science, the constitutional rights of each in~ 
habitant of these United States, as well as the 
constitutional rights of each State under the 
national· compact. Of course, there is a growing 
tendency on the part of a great mass of our peo
ple to disregard Sunday as a sacred day, and in 
this State, as you all know, the law in regard to 
Sunday has been set aside altogether. 

To remedy this state of things, an effort is 
being made to introduce national legislation, 
which shall not simply supplement State and 
municipal legis:iation, but which shall compel a 
strict abstinence from secular labor or business 
in all places and departments, which are under 
the direct control of Congress, including inter
State commerce. The radical and revolutionary 
character of this movement, and the possible re-

. suits which may spring from it, are not under
stood. They cannot be appreciated at a glance. 
There is involved in this question an unconsti
tutional centralization of power and dictatorship 
on the part of the national Government. There 
is a direct, though concealed, purpose in this 
movement to accomplish a practical union of 
Church and State. This movement is directly 
opposed to the republican doctrine of religious 
liberty, and the scriptural doctrine of freedom of 
conscience. 

Here i~ the title of the bill: " .A bill to secure 
to the people of these United States the enjoy
ment of the first day of the week, commonly 
known as 'the Lord's day,' as a day of rest, and 
to promote its observance as a day of religious 
worship." The closing section of the bill declares 
that local legislation of States and municipalities 
"shall be construed, so far as possible, to secure 
to the whole people rest from toil during the first 
day of the week, their mental and moral culture, 
and the religious observance of the Sabbath-day." 

Resting from secular business and labor has 
been the specific method of sanctifying the Sab
bath. It is claimed that the Lord's day cannot 
he observed religiously as it ought, unless men 
do rest from their secular affairs. It is further 
claimed by the advocates of this bill, that if any 
are enabled to rest thus religiously, all must rest. 
Therefore, they seek such legislation as will com
pel all to rest, whether they conscientiously de
sire to do so on r€ligious grounds or not, in order 
that those who desire to rest religiously may thus 
rest. There is, therefore, no meaning in the ex!t 
pression, "Lord's day," as a day of rest, except 
from the standpoint of religion. .Anyone can 
see, with no very great insight into the future, 
that such legislation would give the National 
Government a supervision and dictatorship over 
all decisions which might be called for under 
local legislation, requiring local authorities to so 
construe existing legislation as to secure the re
ligious observance of th€ first day of the week. 
The advocates of this bill are so intent on its 

. passage that they have sought the aid of the 
Roman Catholic~. In seeking the aid of the 
Romanists to support this Sunday legislation, 
Protestants are helping to put themselves and 
tl)e .American nation into the hands of the Papal 
hierarchy. To obtain control of civil govern
ment through national legislation, has been the 
life-long policy of the Papal power. Having 
thus, like the camel, gotten partly inside the 
tent, Romanism would not fail to push its work 
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along, educational and otherwise. The end of 
such a beginning would not be far away.· 

But, suppose this Blair Sunday bill becomes 
a law, men will be compelled to observe the day 
as a day of rest, whether they wish to or not. 
What are Adventists and Seventh-day Baptists 
and Jews going to .do? Simply be compelled, 
contrary to the dictates of their own consciences, 
to observ~ a day that they do not regard as sacred; 
and, further, they and others will be compelled 
to attend church somewhere, whether they wish 
to or not. Isn't that ·persecution? Isn't that 
going back to colonial times, when men were 
fined and imprisoned for non-attendance at pub
lic worship? Suppose a man has no more re
gard for Sunday than for any other day, and 
thinks he has a perfect right to spend the day 
as he pleases, provided he does not interfere with 
others in their observance of it, would it be right 
for them to compel him to observe the day in 
accordance with their views of its proper ob
servance? Suppose he is a laboring man, and 
is compelled to toil six days in the week, when 
there is work, and he has an invalid wife, and 
he thinks when Sunday comes he cannot do bet
ter than to take his wife out into the country, to 
see the green fields and enjoy the pure country 
air, and thus give to her a little longer lease of 
life, and I should say to him, "See here; the 
law forbids your going on excursions on Sunday, 
or hitching up and driving your horse, simply for 
purposes of recreation." Suppose he should say: 
"This is a free ·country, and I have a right to 
do as I please on Sunday, provided I don't in
terfere with the happiness of anybody else." And 
I should answer: "But our new Sunday law for
bids your doing anything that will disturb the 
quiet of the Sabbath." He would say: "What 
do I care about your Sabbath? I don't believe 
in your Sabbath, and why should my liberty be 
judged by another man's conscience?" But I 
answer: "The law compels you to observe the 
Sabbath, to gratify my sense of the sacredness of 
the day." Then he would answer, "Your Sun
day law is unconstitutional." In September, 
1779, Congress prop0sed that immortal first 
amendment to the Constitution, which, it is 
hoped, will never be set aside. It reads as fol
lows: "Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press, or of the right of the 
people, peaceably to assemble and petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances." 

~ Thus religious liberty was planted in our na
tional Constitution. But this was not brought 
about, remember, until long years of persecution 
had been endured by Baptists, Quakers, and 
others, at the hands of ·those denominations in 
different colonies that had secured for themselves 
authority from the "mother country " to " lord 
it over God's heritage," and compel everyone to 
conform to their church authority. Shall these 
United States, after more than a hundred years 
of progress in religious liberty, go back to those 
bigoted times, under which our forefathers 
groaned, and from which they so nobly strug
gled to be released•? God forbid ! The colony 
of Massachusetts was settled by the Puritans, in 
1630, but, before they landed, the "Court of 
Assistants" passed the law conpecting Church 
and State. The colony in Connecticut was set
tled by the Puritans, who also united Church 
and State. The colony in Virginia was settled 
by Episcopalians, or members from the Church 

of England. They also united Church and 
State. Those of Massachusetts and Connecticut 
were Congregatfonalists. Ministers were to be 
supported by taxation. When anyone of any 
other denomination refused to . pay the tax im
posed on them for the support of the State Church 
and its ministers, he was fined, imprisoned, whipped, 
or banished, and after being banished, if he re
turned, he was hung. 

Many instances are on record of such perse
cution in early colonial times. For fifty years 
in the Colony of Massachusetts no man could 
vote for hjs rulers unless he was a communicant 
in their churches. Roger . Williams, a Baptist, 
was banished from Salem, in 1636, and his per
secutors, fearing he would establish another col
ony, determined to send him back to England; 
but he, getting wind of their intentions, fled and 
took up his abode among the Indians, and for 
more than a year remained among them, learning 
their language and preaching the gospel to them, 
and it was through him that the Massachusetts 
Colony was saved from utter extermination at 
the hands of the cruel savages. 

On July 20, 1651, Obadiah Holmes, John 
Clark, and John Crandall, Baptist ministers from 
Newport, R. I., were arrested near Lynn, Mass., 
while preaching on the Sabbath, taken by the 
officers to the parish church in the afternoon, 
sent to Bristol jail, and subsequently fined; Mr. 
Holmes, £30 ($150); Mr. Clark, £20 ($100); 
and Mr. Crandall, £5 ($25). The fines of Clark 
and Crandall were after a while paid, but Mr. 
Holmes was kept in Boston jail till September, 
when he was tied to the whipping-post and pub
licly whipped. His clothes were stripped off, and 
thirty lashes sank into his naked flesh, the exe
cutioner striking with all his might, spitting upon 
his hands three times, so that he might do his 
utmost. The flesh of Mr. Holmes was so torn 
and cut that for weeks afterward he could only 
rest upon his hands and knees, even in his bed. 
Two men who came up and shook hands with 
Mr. Holmes after his whipping, John Hazel and 
John Spur, one not saying a word, and the other 
saying, "Blessed be the Lord," were fined and 
imprisoned for the act. 

In October, 1658, a law was passed in Boston 
to banish Quakers on pain of death. 

On October 27, 1659, William Robinson and 
Marmaduke Stevenson were hanged in Boston, 
for returning after banishment, because they were 
Quakers. In 1660 and 1661 two more, a woman 
and a man, were hung for alike crime. In 1635 
President Dunster, of Cambridge College, preached 
a sermon in which he declared that he found no 
scriptural authority for infant baptism, and for 
this doctrine he was removed from the presidency. 
This sermon awakened inquiry, and, in 1665, 
Thomas Gould, of Charleston, refused to have 
his baby baptized, because he believed it to be 
unscriptural. For this they censured him in 
their church, and punished him in their courts 
for more than seven years. The Congregation
alists of England strongly protested against these 
persecutions in Massachusetts .. They said in a 
letter to Captain Oliver, dated March 25, 1669: 
"Now must we force our interpretations upon 
others, Pope-like? How do you cast a reproach 
upon us who are Congregational in England, and 
furnish our adversaries with weapons against us? 
We blush, and are filled with shame and con
fusion of face, when we hear of these things." 

In March, 1729, in Rehoboath, twenty-eight 
Baptists, two Quakers, and two Episcopalians 

were sent to Bristol jail for refusing to pay the 
parish minister's tax. In Connecticut every 
town was required to support an orthodox min
ister, or be indicted by the grand jury and suffer 
penalties. 

In 17 44 John and Ebenezer Cleveland were 
expelled from Yale College for attending another 
church in vacation. 

In 17 4 7, at Hartford, three ministers were 
imprisoned for preaching without the consent of 
the parish minister, one four months, one five, 
and one eleven months. 

At Archfield, Conn., in· 1770, 398 acres of 
land, belonging to Baptists, were seized and sold 
to pay the minister's tax. In vain for three 
years they sought relief from the Legislature, and 
finally they appealed to the king and council 
and got the law disannulled. 

In Virginia, under the establishment of the 
Episcopal Church, laws of the severest char
acter were enacted against the Quakers and 
others. In 16ol-62 a fine of fifty pounds of 
tobacco was imposed for every failure to attend 
the parish church on Sunday, unless necessarily 
confined to home, and £20 sterling ($100) for 
each month's absence of a dissente or noncon
formist from the established church. They im
posed a fine of a ton of tobacco for neglecting to 
have an infant baptized. Men and women were 
indicted and fined for not attending church. 
Some Baptist ministers were arrested and im
prisoned as vagrants, some were pulled down 
from the stands on which thP-y were preaching, 
and insulted and whipped, while many were im
prisoned for preaching the gospel not according 
to the established church. 

A national Constitution for the United States 
was adopted in 1787. Its provisions were sat
isfactory, so far as they went, but many felt that 
religious liberty was not sufficiently guarded. 

The Baptist General Committee of Virginia, 
in 1788, expressed their disapproval of this im
portant omission, and after consultation with 
James Madison, this committee, in August, 1789, 
wrote to General Washington, then President of 
the United States, saying they feared that liberty 
of conscience, dearer to them than property or 
life, was not sufficiently guarded. 

Washington gave a kind and encouraging re
ply. I will give a few extracts from his reply: 
"I have often expressed my sentiments that every 
man conducting himself as a good citizen, and 
being accountable to God alone for his religious 
opinions, ought to be protected in worshiping 
God according to the dictates of his own con
science. . . 'Vhile I recollect with satb:ac
tion that the religious society of which you are 
members have been throughout America :.u:i
formly and almost unanimously the firm friends 
to civil liberty, and the persevering promoters 
of our glorious revelation, I cannot hesitate to 
believe that they will be the faithful supporters 
of a free, yet efficient, general Government. Un
der this pleasing expectation I rejoice to assure 
them that they may rely on my best wishes and 
endeavors to advance their prosperity. . . . 
In the meantime be assured, gentlemen, that I 
entertain a proper sense of your present supplica
tions to God for my temporal and eternal hap-
piness. . . . I am, gentlemen, your most 
obedient servant, GEORGE WASHINGTO~N." 

I have quoted these examples from colonial 
times to show you what will be the result in this 
country again if we attempt to compel Sunday 
observance by national law. 
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The persecution through which our forefathers 
passed O]Jened their ·eyes to the dangers threat
ened by the union of Church and State, and 
hence the solicitude they manifested, who had 
suffered most at the hands of the established 
church, to see that the Constitution guaranteed 
religious liberty to all. 

There will be no limit to religious intolerance 
if once you succeed in uniting Church and State. 
But what is our country coming to, ask these 
advocates of Sunday legislation, if we thus allow 
the people to do as they please on Sunday? I 
kn,ow not. But what are we going to do as 
Christians? they ask. Simply do our duty in 
preaching the gospel, and in setting fl. good ex
ample, will increase a strong public sentiment in 

favor of righteousness and sobriety. To attempt 
, to compel men to observe Sunday and attend 
church,is to try to advance the kingdom of 
Christ by the sword, which the dear Master con
demned; saying: "My kingdom is not of this 
world; if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants :fight." And when Peter 

·seized the sword and struck in his Master's de-
fense, he said: " Put up thy sword into the 
sheath, for all they that take the sword, shall 
perish with the sword." 

How long think you would it be in this coun
try,,if a law were enacted to enforce Sunday ob
servance and the attendance of religious worship 
in the house of God, before blood would begin to 
flow? There would be no end to revolution and 
rebellion by and by. Our country would be 
torn to pieces by factions, and these factions 
would get into power, and Christians would be 
persecuted to the death. 

Before you vote to incorporate a Sunday law 
into the Constitution of these United States, read 
the history of the past on this point of the union 
of Church and State, and then oppose any such 
measure by all the power that you, as free men, 
can wield. As a nation, we are not ready to 
take a step backward a hundred years. We are 
not ready to place our liberties into the hands 

. of any church or combination of churches, under 
the name of the "American Sabbath Union." 
The Lord deliver us from all laws that tend in 
any way to bind the ~onsciences of men. ·Bap
tists and others worked too ·hard in the early 
formation of our grand old Constitution to now 
surrender the whole thing into the hands of those 
who, like Uzzah, put forth their hand to steady 
the ark of God. When a nation does that, like 
Jizzah, it will perish. 

God's cause is not dependent on the legislation 
of any Government to keep it from ruin. 

The Sabbath and its sacredness are not de
pendent on the secular arm to make its observ
ance binding on the conscience~ of men. Com
pulsion never did and never will bring men into 
harmony with God and his laws; Such harmony, 
if secured at all, must begin in the heart, im
planted by the Spirit of God, and men must act 
willingly from love to God, or there can be no 
obedience. 

Liberty of conscience, and liberty of action in 
matters of religion, is the birthright of every 
American, and has been guaranteed under the 
Constitution of our glorious republic. Let us 
not surrender that birthright through fear that 
the country, by Sunday desecration, will go to 
ruin. If Christians do their duty in the family, 
the society, and the church of which they are 

' members, there need be no fear for the welfare 
,!W-d ·aa.fe~y qf our country. 

A Frantic Appeal. 

THE Denver Times of March 12 contains a 
specimen of the lengths to which certain religion
ists wish to have this country go, and of the reckless
ness of their assertions in trying to make Church 
and State union seem necessary. One H. Martyn 
Hart, who is called "Dean Hart," and is said to 
he running a parochial school in that city, al
though whether Episcopalian or Roman Catho
lic we do not know, has an article in which, by a 
skillful manipulation of :figures, he demonstrates 
that "we have gradually sunk " into a "fearful 
condition of immorality." By putting the pop
ulation of the State at about one-half what it act
ually is, and by multiplying by three the number 
of persons now in prison, no matter how trivial 
their offense, he arrives.at the absurd conjecture 
that the criminal record of Colorado is worse than 
that of the Bowery in New York or· the Seven 
Dials in London. Now see what he gives as the 
cause of this state of affairs, and his remedy for 
it:-

" Now, sir, I have no hesitation in saying that 
the public-school system is alone to blame for this 
shameful condition of morality. The maudlin sen
timentality which in its silly .ignorance cries out 
against 'Bible teaching,' has had its cry, and we 
now demand that the other side shall be heard. 

"Why, sir, if this goes in for ten more years, the 
whole of the generation will be in prison! Let the 
ten commandments be a daily part of the school 
curriculum. There is no denominationalism in 
them. And even if there were, I would rather 
have my child in the Methodist society than in 
the Reformatory at Golden. And Father Carr 
will tell you the same. 

" But this pernicious nonsense of teaching morals 
through history, opening schools with 'e.x:tracts' 
from standard American authors, must cease, and 
cease at once. Let the children recite the ten 
commandments, and let them be taught out of 
some short . text-book the extended meaning of 
those condensed sentences. 

''Let the motives for keeping the command
ments be instilled in them,-the blessing which 
righteousness brings to this life, and the sure and 
certain judgment which awaits the unrepentant 
offender at the Judgment bar of the great King. 

"A way with the twaddle of the ignoramuses. I 
believe they call themselves 'agnostics.' They 

··have had their way long enough ; now let sense 
and self-respect prevail, lest we all become crim
inals together.'' 

That is to say that the public-school system is 
worse than nothing ; that its tendency is . to pro
duce criminals at a greater rate than the slums of 
the large cities, where there are no schools. If 
National Reformers want people of sense to in
dorse their project of religious teaching by the 
State, they would do well to suppress such wild 
calculators as H. Martyn Hart. His mode of 
reckoning, and his conclusion that in ten years 
the whole generation will be in prison, is like 
Mark Twain's humorous calculation by which he 
demonstrated, from the shortening of the Missis
sippi River by cut-offs, that in the next century 
the river would have shrunk so much that Cairo 
and New Orleans wou:ld be one city. 

Let the children be taught the ten command
ments, says Mr. Hart. "There is no denomina
tionalism in them," says he. No; neither is there 
any denominationalism in the Bible, yet a good 
many denominations profess to find authority in 
it for all their conflicting views; and no man can 
teach the Bible without giving it the mould of his 
opinions. Now we believe in the Bible, and the 
ten commandments; we think it would be a 
grand thing if everybody would study them; but 

we do not think that enforced study of them, 
even if only correct ideas were taught, would be 
of any value. When the State says that a man 
has no right to choose for himself by whose 
opinions of the Bible he will be influenced, it says 
that he shall not hold his own opinions. For the 
State to give Bible instruction in its schools, es
pecially out of some short text-book giving . "the 
extended meaning of those short sentences" of 
the ten commandments, would be to say that no 
person has a right to study the Bible for himself. 
Are the American peopl!:J ready for a despotism 
which shall attempt to control their thoughts? 

We make our appeal to Christian people-to 
those who revere the Bible. We claim that they 
are the ones who should he the most interested in 
keeping Church and State separate-in 1~eep

ing the Bible from being the plaything of 
politicians, and religion from being a thing of 
compulsion. If they do not want to see the Bi-

. ble banished from the homes, as it was in the 
Dark Ages, then let them take a decided stand 
against the pretended teaching of it in the public 
schools. 

TheW. C. T. U. and the Papacy. 

SoME time ago Miss Willard replied to an open 
letter addressed to her by Mrs. Lucinda B. Chan
dler, of Chicago. The letter was concerning the 
religio-political tendency of the Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union, and Mrs. Chandler, 
deeming the points not met by Miss Willard, 
wrote a rejoinder, and sent it to the New York 
Independent, in which Miss Willard's letter was 
published. That paper refused the rejoinder, 
which ·was afterwards published in the Labor En
qttirer. Following is a portion of the letter to 
Miss Willard :-

DEAR SISTER AND FRIEND : In your letter re
plying to mine, published in another sheet, I rec
ognize what was already my conviction, that you 
are working from an ideal that is in your own life 
an absorbing motive power, and that the practical 
measures you propose in politics are recommended 
from a mistaken standpoint. Were the member
ship of Christian churches, of all shades of belief, 
Catholic and Protestant, as thoroughly devoted to 
practical righteousness, and as sincerely conse
crated to human welfare, as yourself, the statement 
made at the annual convention at Nashville, and 
given in the open letter in the Independent, would 
be in order simply as a rallying call to faithful 
souls, an inspiration to zeal, and void of anything 
implying danger. 

But that resolution does not represent the mean
ing and animus of the resolutions to which I re
ferred in my :first open letter, written before the 
Nashville convention. 

The Vermont State W. C. T. U. led, in the fol
lowing resolution : "That we believe Christ as the 
author and head of government should be recog
nized in all political platforms, and by all socie
ties, and we will rejoice to see the day in which a 
political party distinctly gives such recognition." 

The New York convention " recommended to 
the W. C. T. U. of this State that they make ur
gent request of all political parties to this end." 
Five other States fell into line with identical res
olutions, and Ohio added a resolution "heartily 
approving the aims of the National Reform Asso
ciation." 

The aim of the National Reform Association 
being to amend the United St~tes Constitution by 
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the "recognition of God as the head of this N a
tion," and, as distinctly stated by Secretary Weir, 
that the "party" that acknowledges the authority 
of God in civil government, pledges itself to 
plainly this: " God being the source of govern
mental power, and the ruler (?) who uses it being 
therefore his minister, that they will choose for ev
ery office only such as fear God," such amend
ment of the Co:qstitution, and such tests in parti
san politics, would not only in effect repeal 
Article VI, clause 3, of the United States Consti
stitution, but would revolutionize Americanism 
backwards. 

Secretary Weir also wrote to the Christian 
Statesman (before the Nashville convention), as 
follows: "I am convinced the thing to do is to 
appeal for aid in carrying our Lord's cause 
through in the Prohibition party, to the National 
W.C.T.U." 

"The Prohibition party cannot do without their 
aid, and knows it. It is the attitude of the W. C. 
T. U. that is compelling the unwilling leaders of 
the party to indorse woman suffrage. . . . If 
they insist on the clear, frank, full recognition of 
Christ's authority and law, we shall get it." 

Doe_s Mr. Weir mean that if the W. C. T. U. 
"declares its solemn purpose to help forward the 
universal reign of Christ in the customs of society 
and the laws of the land, not in form, but in fact, 
not ecclesiastically, but really," and does not pro
pose to aid the National Reformers in abrogating 
a fundamental principle of Americanism by put
ting religious tests into political platforms, and 
undermining religious liberty as now guaranteed 
by the Constitution,-does Mr. Weir mean that 
"we shall get," what is needed to secure that re
sult, by the aid of the W. C. T. U.? 

The verdict of history, and down to the l'elig
ious persecutions of witches and Quakers through 
civil power, in this country is on the side of main
taining the wise provision of the Constitution of 
the United States: "But no religious test shall 
ever be required as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United States." 

And here let me repeat somewhat of my first 
letter:-

" It was the spirit of truth Jesus promised to 
his followers. The spirit of truth is the al
mighty, saving, redeeming power by and through 
which all humanity must be made whole. 

" Religious test as qualification for civic service 
would not develop a spirit of truth. If the Chris
tian church cannot win the respect and allegiance 
of individuals, and of the people, by the evidences 
in its membership of superior goodness, justice, 
truth-loving and righteous dealing, it fails of 
proving itself the light of the world, and has no 
ground rightly to assume a leadership in civic or 
national affairs, much less to endeavor to destroy 
the foundation on which our civic institutions are 
built." 

Miss Willard ''believes the Catholic Church is 
growing more liberal than is generally supposed, 
and that it can no more regain its temporal power 
than medieval ignorance, superstition, and abject 
servitude to kings and popes can be restored." 

Undoubtedly the atmosphere of American lib
erty has greatly circumscribed the venera~ion for 
popery and superstition. Undoubtedly there are 
large numbers in the Catholic Church who will 
not recognize the authority of the Pope in politi
cal matters. But why are the members of that 
church commanded by the Pope to remove their 
children from the free public school? Why are 
they being taught, or to be taught, " an abridged 

course of religious instruction, apologetic, dog
matic, and moral," that "the civil laws of Chris
tendom are binding on conscience so long as they 
are conformable to the rights of the Catholic 
Church?" 

Why are the children of Catholics taught that 
"rationalism, or rather atheism of the State, con
sists in the exclusion from the civil government of 
all religious influence, above all that of the true 
religion of the Church of Jesus Christ (the Ro
man Catholic Church, of course), or, in other 
words, the separation of the State from the church, 
absolute' independence of the State with regard to 
the church, which means oppression of the church 
by the State." 

If the power and prestige of popery and the 
· Romish hierarchy is so emasculated that it can 
be passed by with a wave of the hand as an in
significant factor in future possibilities, political 
and religious, why is it that the civil powers of 
the world are for the most part in direct relations 
with the Vatican? Why do fifteen different Gov
ernments treat. diplomatically with this mortal 
man who claims tope God's vicegerent on earth? 

Why has the Christian Government of England 
felt called ilpon to establish relations with Leo? 
Why did Grover Cleveland feel called upon to 
send a jubilee greeting to the Pope at Rome? 
He had the same right to send an offering as any 
other individual, to be sure, but as the presiding 
officer of this Nation it conveyed to the Pope a 
much greater significance than had it come from 
citizen Cleveland merely. 

And w!:;y did Mr. Cleveland desire to send a 
" testimonial of the veneration for your august 
person" to the poor old man who complains of 
being a "prisoner," though possessed of royal 
power? Was it possibly because he was the "re
ligious head of 225,000,000 who form the larger 
part of modern democracy" ? 

There is no evidence that the Romish hier- · 
archy is losing ground as a political power, but the 
contrary. There has been no withdrawal, or ab
rogation, of the following claims of a Papal ency
clical, as quoted by Rev. Josiah Strong, in Our 
Country:-

" XIX. The Romish Church has a right to 
exercise its authority without any limits set to it .. 
by the civil power." 

"XXVII. The Pope and the priests ought to 
have dominion ov~r the temporal affairs." 

"XXX. The Romish Church and her ecclesi
astics have a right to immunity from civil law." 

"XLII. In case of conflict between the eccle
siastical and civil powers, the ecclesiastical powers 
ought to prevail." 

Bishop O'Connor is quoted by the same author 
as saying: "Religious liberty is merely endured 
until the opposition can be carried into effect 
without peril to the Catholic world." 

"Religious liberty, in the sense of a liberty pos
sessed by every man to choose his religion, is one 
of the. most wicked delusions ever foisted upon 
this age by the father of deceit." "It is neither 
more nor less than falsehood. No man has a 
right to choose his religion." 

"The Catholic who says the church is not in
tolerant belies the sacred spouse of Christ." 
Every cardinal, archbishop, and bishop in the 
Catholic Church takes an oath of allegiance to 
the Pope in which occur the following words: 
"Heretics, schismatics, and rebels to our said 
Lord (the Pope) or his aforesaid successors, I 
'viii to my utmost persecute and oppose." 

That "America is the hope of Rome," as de-

clared by the Pope, cannot be doubted by anyone 
who has followed closely the history ofRomanism, 
the wary proceeding of the church on tllis conti
nent, its accumulation of wealth, its persistent ef
fort to prepare for a final attitude of antagonism 
to our free-school system. The Romish Church 
everywhere on this globe is a unit; no such unity 
elsewhere exists. Its ultimate aim, boldly an
nounced and diligently worked for, is temporal 
power. 'Viii the National Refm·me1·s and the ,V, 
C. T. U., as the ally of that party, work to remo\·e 
the chief barrier under our Government, the con
stitutional guarantee of liberty of conscience, by 
and through which this foe to liberty can be held 
in check? It is true, as Rev. J. H. 'Varren, of 
California, says: "They blow no tl'llmpets, are 
sparing of statistics, but are at wm·k uight and 
day to break down the constitutions of the country, 
beginning with the public schools. As smely as 
we live, so surely will the conflict come, and it 
will be a hard one." 

Lafayette, himself a Romanist, said: "If ever 
the liberties of the American people are destroyed, 
they will fall by the hands of the Romish clergy." 

Neither against the craftiness of Romanism or 
the devasting greed of mammon will the ballot 
of woman achieve fraternization unlessit can avail 
to help this Nation do works meet for repentance. 

·The workingmen are far nearer the spirit of the 
New Testament than are tl1e ruling forces of 
\Vall Street, of a robbing and oppressive financial 
system, and a commercial system that is making 
our institutions and Government a plutocracy. 

"But religion is an affair of the heart." Yes, 
dear sister, it is "with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness!' Politics certainly cannot be 
reckoned in that domain. When, if ever, civic 
affairs are controlled by the heart, they will no 
longer be political. Then why resort to the 
sphere of craftiness, of fierce antagonisms and 
mean ambitions, of crooked expenditures, politi
cal platforms, and partisan contentions, to pro
claim that "Christ is the author and head of gov
ernment." 

It is an attempt for which Jesus of Nazareth 
set no precedent, by precept or example. He 
proclaimed his kingdom to be a spiritual kingdom. 
Proclaiming the gospel of' peace and good-will as 
a sentiment in political platforms will be but 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. 

THE Lutheran Observer says that "the law of 
the Sabbath belongs both to God and to Cresar." 
We would like to know where it obtained its in
formation, and what part of it belongs to God, 
and what to Cresar. We know of no law of the 
Sabbath, except that found , in the decalogue ; 
certainly there is no other with which God has 
anything to do. Did God and Cresar go into 
partnership in giving that law? The question 
needs no answer;. God was the sole giver of the 
law from Sinai, and that contains the only Sab
bath law that he ever gave. How, then, did 
Cresar get any claim upon it? Simply by fraud. 
Cresar has of right no more to do with the Sab-

. bath than with the ordering of the angels in 
Heaven. To say that because he claims it we 
are in duty bound to recognize that claim, in 
order to comply with the divine command to 
" render unto Cresar the things that be Cresar's," 
is equivalent to saying that every usurper's 
claim should be regarded as valid. The fact 
that a man has his hands on a thing is no proof 
that he owns it. Instead of acknowledging his 
clail!l, we say, "Hands off." 
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NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

IT was announced, at the time the SENTINEL 
was changed to a weekly, that this volum13 would 
consist of forty-eight numbers. In. order to make 
the volume end with the year, a paper must be 
omitted twice before the close of the year, and 
the first of these omissions will be next week. 

A BAPTIST clergyman in the East, in writing to 
renew his subscription for the AMERICAN SENTI
NEL, says:" I most heartily commend the stand you 
have taken with reference to National Reform 
and Sunday legislation. Yo.u are right." He 
shows his appreciation in a practical way, too, by 
sending five dollars, with directions that the re
mainder, after paying for SENTINEL subscription, 
"Civil Government and Religion," and Sentinel 
Library, be used to extend the circulation of the 
paper •. ~., --------.--------

THE second section of the proposed Arkansas 
Sunday law reads as follows: "Every appren
tice or servant compelled to labor on Sunday 
shall be deemed a separate offense of the mas
ter." This seems rather hard on both servants 
and masters. Why the servant should be 
deemed an offense of the master, is not clear to 
our mind. If it means that the master is to be 
held accountable, why should the servant be 
deemed an offense at all? Is this action simply 
a covert way of declaring that servants are a 
nuisance? We give it up; but it is evident tl1at 
the man who supports only a small establishment 
cannot have so many offenses as the one who 
has a large household. Vi! e have heard that 
there are. some ministers in the Arkansas Legis
lature, but is there not a school-teacher among 
the lot? It is evident that it doesn't need a very 
high grade of intelligence to make a law good 
enough to persecute by. 

1·!N the Christian Statesman of April 4, the 
Rev. J. M. Foster has a report, in which he says: · 
"Everything that can be said in favor of the Sun
day paper may be urged in behalf of an open sa
loon. And until the church is ready to banish 
the Sunday paper she cannot close the saloon. 
The men who issue the Sunday paper, like the 
men who open the saloon, are fugitives from jus
tice. They ought to be in the penitentiary, for 
they are law breakers." We have not yet heard 
of any newspape11 proprietor who was a fugitive 
from justice. But passing by that rhetorical 
flourish, look at the position which Mr. Fo~ter 
takes. It is no worse in his eyes to run a saloon 
on Sunday than to run a newspaper. Thus, just 
as we have often claimed, Sunday legislation is 
anti-temperance legislation. The saloon and the 
newspaper are placed by it on the same level. If 
it isjust as bad to print a newspaper on Sunday 
as it is to open a saloon on that day, then it 
IJ?.USt be just as correct to run a saloon on Mon
day as it is to issue a newspaper on that day. We 
repeat it: Sunday laws are laws to make legiti
mate the selling of whisky. 

A DISPATCH from W ashington,.dated Aprill 0, 
says : "There has been so much agitation of the 
proposition to abolish Sunday dress parades in the 
army that before action is taken upon it by Pres
ident Harrison it will be made a subject of dis
cussion by the Cabinet. Secretary Proctor sev
eral days ago recommended to the President that 
Sunday dress parades be abolished, but so many 
army officers entered objections that the order 
was not acted upon immediately, and is now to 
receive Cabinet consideration." Thus the Sun
day-law advocates meet with another rebuff in 
their efforts to inflict strict Sunday observance 
upon the people. They claim to be laboring in 
behalf of the workingmen, but the workingmen 
protent; then they want to help the poor soldier, 
but the soldier insists that he doesn't need any 
such help. The Sunday-law people will soon be 
obliged to throw off the mask. and declare plainly 
that they want the Sunday strictly observed sim
ply because it suits their notions, and if the work
ing-people don't want it tM'y must yield anyway. 

THE Williamston, Mich., Enterprise prints an 
article on the Blair bill which closes up with the 
following pertinent comment and anecdote:-
. "All efforts to make mankind religious, or even 
moral, on the theory that by removing the oppor
tunity you cure the desire, have been failures, 
fiat failures. No man made good by law, by lack 
of opportunity, has any manhood worth the name, 
and the effort to accomplish such a result reminds 
me of the story of Elder Knapp's convert. Elder 
Knapp was a very successful revivalist, and on 
one occasion he was walking along the street of a 
city when he was accosted by a drunken man, who 
clasped his hand warmly, saying, 'Why, how do 
you do, Elder Knapp?' . The Elder, in surprise 
that a stranger, more especially one maudlin with 
liquor, should speak to him, drew back, saying, 
'I don't know you, sir.' ''Vhat, not know me, 
Elder? Why, you converted me last winter,' said 
the man. The Elder buttoned his coat closely, 
starting on with>the remark, 'You look like one of 
my poor human jobs. The Almighty didn't. have 
any hand in it.' So any man made good or relig
ious by force of law, hasn't got any depth of root on 
which to develop a crop worth harvesting.'' 

The State for the Church. 

AT the Ohio Sabbath Convention, the Rev. 
James Brand, D. D., read a paper entitled, "To 
What Extent are the Christians of Ohio Respon
sible for Existing Sabbath Desecration?" Of 
this paper the Rev. J. M. Foster, in his report in 
the Christian Statesman of March 7, gives the 
following summary :-

"He arraigned the church for conniving at Sabbath 
desecration on the part of her members. They buy 
and read the Sunday newspaper. They are drivers 
and conductors on street-cars. They are stockhold
ers in Sabbath-breaking corporations, and they make 
tl;teir purchases at the grocery on the Sabbath. There 
is no difference between this and any other kind of 
secular employment. It is a breach of the fourth 
commandment. The church should discipline her 
members for these breaches of God's law. Until the 
church is willing to keep the law herself, she cannot 
have power in the world." 

This last statement is very true. When the 
church does not live up to her own profession she 
loses power; and it is only when she thus loses 
power that she asks the civil authorities to re-in
force her waning strength. Whenever the church 
asks the State to come to her aid, it is a confes
sion that the power of godliness has gone or is 
fast going from her, and that only the form re
mains. 

And this brings us to the main thought sug-

gested by the paragraph just quoted, and that is, 
that when the church asks the State to legislate 
in behalf of Sunday, it asks the State to do its 
work for it. Dr. Brand admits that church mem
bers are primarily responsible for the great 
amount of Sunday desecration, and yet asks the 
State to put a stop t9 it. He says that church 
members are engaged in all sorts of business on 
Sunday, and that it is the duty of the church to 
discipline those members ; and therefore when 
Sunday laws are asked for, to >stop those persons 
from doing Sunday work, the State is simply 
asked to enforce church discipline. Let anyone 
deny it who can. This is exactly in harmony 
with the idea put forth by Mr. Foster in 1884, 
that "the State and its sphere exist for the sake 
of, and to serve the interests of, the church." And 
this shows that the sum and substance of so-called 
National Reform work is the enactment and en
forcement of Sunday laws. When they have 
been secured, then the church will without doubt 
have other work for the State to do, namely, to 
see that all the people attend church. It will 
surely fqllow. 

THE American Sabbath Union publishes each 
month a small tract in the interest of Sun
day legislation. The January "Document" con
tains brief extracts from the hearing before the 
Senate Committee on Education and Labor, and 
the March "Document" refers to this in these 
words:-

" The January " Document " of the American Sab
bath Union shows that both Professor Jones [A. T. J.] 
and Dr. Lewis, and also the champions of the Jews and 
infidels, admit all that the friends of the Sunday-Rest 
law generally claim-the right of the Government to 
ma'ke Sunday laws for the public good; denying what 
the friends of the Sunday-Rest bill also deny, that the 
Government should compel a religious observance of 
the day.'' 

We wish to say that so far as the above relates 
to A. T. Jones, it is absolutely false, as anybody 
can see who reads the report of the hearing before 
the Senate Committee, and as all readers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL ·can testify. The editors 
of the SENTINEL have always opposed Sunday 
laws, no matter what pretext was given for their 
passage, and have denied the right of the State 
to say when men shall rest. We protest against 
this unfair attempt to make it appear that there 
is no point in any of the opposition to the schemes 
of political ecclesiastics. 
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this week aud see if your time is out or will expire soon. Our 
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THE Christian Nation of March 6 says that 
the Methodist Church has officially declared that 
license is a sin. Now, we have respect for the 
Methodist Church as a church; but we seriously 
doubt its prerogative to officially declare what is 
or what is not sin. 

RllRRICK JOHNSON invokes the breath of the 
Puritan on the Sunday question. The N at.ional 
Reformers take up the strain ; and M. A. Gault 
wishes that " it would rain Puritanism over this 
land for six months." We sincerely pity the rest 
of the people, though, when either Herrick John
son. or Mr. Gault shall receive the answer to his 
wish. 

THE St. Louis Christian Advocate says that 
"the Committee of State Legislature at Jefferson 
City reported a substitute for the bill that has 
been some time before the house, which is the 
most stringent in form and far-reaching in effect 
of a~ that has yet been presented. It refers to 
the licep.sing to sell intoxicating liquors. Under 
its provis1ons,,license in St. Louis will be $2,000, 
and no person can keep a dram-shop who is a 
gambler, pugilist, or associate of 1ewd or disrepu
table persons, or who has ever been convicted of a 
felony, is of intemperate habits, or has been twice 
convicted of violating liquor laws." 

From this it appears that the business of selling 
whisky is to be made the most respectable busi
ness in the State. If that bill passes, a man 
will need no ather certificate of his right to min
gle with the best society, than a liquor license. 

TRE following item is clipped from the Detroit 
Free Press of April 5 :-

" The Trades Council held its regular meeting last 
evening. The Blair Educational and Sunday bills 
were discussed in their bearing upon the labor question. 
Sam Goldwater said that he wanted his children to go 
to school and learn to love humanity, but that he ob
jected to having them forced to study and believe any 
particular religious doctrine that might be selected by 
some one authority. Mr. Miller said that he believed 
in protesting not only against the Blair bills, but 
against most of the bills emanating from the United 
States Senate." 

This is another blow to the oft-repeated claim 
of tP,e Sunday-law agitators, that all the working
men are clamoring for Sunday laws and religious 
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legislation in general ; yet we have no idea that 
they will retract a single statement. The fact is 
tl1at ·if it were not for the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union leaders, and a few ministers, 
nothing would be heard of the needs of Sunday 
laws to protect the laboring classes. But the 
more that the laboring classes protest against 
such laws the more these people clamor, so that 
i!J. the midst of the din it may be thought that 
the workingmen are clamoring too, instead of 
protesting. 

An Open Letter. 

To the Rev. J. H. Knowles, Secretary American 
habbath Union-
DEAR Sm : In your Monthly Document, ed

ited by yourself, you have chosen to charge me 
with insincerity ; and you have also done your 
best to make it appear that I "admit all that the 
friends of the Sunday-Rest law generally claim,
the right of the Government to make Sunday 
laws for the public good." You have garbled 
extracts from the report of my speech before the 
Senate Committee on the Sunday law, alild 
then have italicized certain words and sentences 
in one passage to make it appear that I admit 
the right of the Government to make Sunday 
laws for the public good. 

.You have quoted from my speech the· follow
ing words in the following way:-

"Whenever any civil Government attempts to en
force anything in regard to any one of the first four 
commandments it invades the prerogative of God, and 
is to· be disobeyed (I do not say resisted, but diso
beyed). . . . The State in its legislation can never 
legislate properly in regard to any man's religious 
faith, or in relation to anything in the first four com- · 
mandments of the decalogue; but if in the exerc:ise of 
hiB religious convictions under the first jour command
ments he invades the rights of his neighbor, then the civil, 
Government says that is unlawful. Why.? because it is 
irreligious or because it iB immoral ?-Not at all; but be
cause it iB unc:ivil, and for that reason only. (Italics ours. 
-En.)" · 

It is in the italicizing of these words that your 
effort is made to make me admit what I contin
ually and consistently denied before the commit
tee, and do deny everywhere else. You have in
serted in the above quotation three periods, 
indicating that a portion has been left out; and 
you know full well, sir (you must know or you 
could not have left it out), that in the portion 
which is there left out there is the following:-

" The Chairman-' You oppose all the Sunday laws 
of the country, then?' 

"Mr. Jones-' Yes, sir.' , . 
"The Chairman-' You are against all Sunday laws?' 
"Mr. Jones-' Yes, sir; we are against every Sunday 

law that was ever made in this world, from the first 
enacted by Constantine to this one now proposed.' 

"The Chairman-' State and National alike?' 
"Mr. Jones-' State·and National, sir.'" 
Not only were these words there, but in that 
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1 
porliion which you have printed, following the 
italicized words, you yourself have printed my 
plain denial of the right of any nine hundred and 
ninety-nine people out of a thousand to compel 
the thommndth man to rest on the day on which 
the majority rest, in the following form:-

"Senator Blair-' The majority has a right to rule 
in what pertains to the regulation of society, and if 
Caosar regulates society, then the majority has the 
right in this country to say what shall be rendered to 
Caosar.' 

"Mr. Jones-' If nine hundred and ninety-nine peo
ple out of every thousand in the United States kept 
the seventh day, that is Satu;rday, and I deemed it 
my choice and right to keep Sunday, I would insist 
on it, and they would have no right to compel me to 

·rest on Saturday.' 
"Senator Blair-' In other words, you take the 

ground that for the good of society, irrespective of the 
religious aspect of the .question, society may not re
quire abstinence from labor on the Sabbath if it dis
turbs others?' 

"Mr. Jones-' No, sir.' 
"Senator Blair-' You are logical all the way through 

that there shall be no Sabbath.' " 
The last expression of mine, saying, "No, sir," 

is in accord, and was intended when spoken to 
be in accord, with Senator Blair's inquiry, whether 
society may not require abstinence from labor on 
the Sabbath. My answer there means, and when 
it was spoken it was intended to mean, that so· 
ciety may not do so. As to its disturbing others, 
I had just before proved that the common occu
pations of men who choose to work on Sunday 
do not disturb, and cannot disturb, the rest of the 
man who chooses to rest that day. 

Again: A little further~ along you print 
another passage, in which are the following 
words:-

" Senator Blair-' You would abolish any Sabbath 
in human practice which shall be in the form oflaw, 
unless the individual here and there sees fit to ob
serve it?' 

"Mr. Jones-' Certainly; that is a matter between, 
man and his God.'" 

Now, sir, I should like for you, in a Monthly 
Document, or by some other means, to show how, 
by any fair means, or by any sincere purpose, 
you can, even by the use of italics, make me in 
that speech admit the right of the Government to 
make Sunday laws for the public good. You 
know, sir, that in that speech I distinctly stated 
that any human laws for the enforcement of the 
Sabbath, instead of being "for the good of society, 
are for the ruin of society." 

Again: You know, for you printed it in your 
Jlfonthly Document, that Senator Blair said to 
me: "You are logical all the way through that 
there shall be no Sabbath." You know that in 
another place he said again to me : " Y O!l are en
tirely logical, because you say there should be no 
Sunday legislation by State or Nation either." 
Now, sir, I repeat, You have charged me with in-1 
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sincerity; and the one making such a charge . as 
that ought to be sincere. Will you therefore ex
plain upon what principle it is that you claim to 
be sincere in this thing, when, in the face of these 
plain and explicit statements to the contrary, and 
Senator Blair's confirmation of them to that 
effect, you can deliberately attempt to force into 
my words a meaning that was never there, that 
was never intended to be there, and which never 
can by any honest means be put there? 

More than this: It can hardly be thought that 
Senator Blair will very highly appreciate the 
compliment that yon have paid to his logical dis
cernment, when, in the face of his repeated state
ments that I was logical all the way through, you 
force into my words a meaning that could have 
no other effect than to make me illogical all the 
way through. 

I have no objection whatever to your printing 
my words as they were spoken; but I do object 
to your forcing into them a meaning directly con
trary to that which the words themselves convey, 
and which they were intendGJd to convey; and I 
further object· to your disconnecting my state
ments so as to make it possible for you to force 
into them a meaning that they never can hon
estly be made to bear. 

In that space also I said that if an idol wor
shiper in this country should attempt to offer a 
human sacrifice, the Government should protect 
the life of its subject from the exercise of that 
man's religion ; that he has a right to worship 
any idol that he chooses, but that he has not the 
right to commit murder in the worship of his 
idol; and the State forbids murder without any 
reference at all to the question as to whether that 
man is religious, or whether he worships or not. 
I stated also that if anybody, claiming apostolic 
example, should believe in and practice community 
of property, and in carrying out that practice 
should take your property or mine without our 
consent, the State would forbid the theft without 
any reference at all·to the man's religious opin
ions. And you know that it was with direct ref
erence to these words that I used the words which 
you have italicized. I there distinctly denied 
that the State can ever of right legislate in rela
'tion to anything in tqe first four commandments 
of the decalogue. But if any man in the exer
cise of his right under the first four command
ments should invade' the right of his neighbor, 
such as I have expressed, by endangering his 
life, his liberty, or his property, or attack his 
reputation, the Government has the right to pro
hibit it, because of the incivility; but with never 
any question as to whether the man is religious 
or irreligious. 

This is precisely what every State in this 
Union does already do by statutes which punish 
the disturbance of religious meetings or peaceful 
assemblies of any sort. But there is a vast dif
ference between such statutes as these and the 

_ on~s which you desire shall be enacted. And 
this is the only thing that I had in view, and is 
all that I meant, in the words which you have 
italicized ; for immediately following them I 
proved that one man's work on Sunday cannot 
disturb another's rest if that man chooses to rest. 
And I denied then, as I do forever deny, that 
any man's work at any honest occupation at any 
time can ever properly or safely be put by civil 
Government upon a level with murder, theft, or 

· perjury. So much for myself and my position, 
and your sincerity. 

Now, I have a few words to say to you about 

your position. You say that the "friends of the 
Sunday-Rest bill deny that the Government 
should compel a religious observance of the day." 

And yet, in your Monthly Document for 
February you print the following question to Dr. 
Grafts, asked by the Knights of Labor, and his 
answer:-

" Question-Could not this weekly rest-day be se
cured without reference to religion by having the 
workmen of an establishment scheduled in regular 
order for one day of rest per week, whichever was 
most convenient-not all resting on any one day? 

"Answer-A weekly day of rest has never been 
permanently secured in any land except on the basis of 
religious obligation. Take the religion out and you 
take the rest out." 

You propose to compel.all people to take a day 
of rest; you publish to the world that such a day 
of rest can be secured only on the basis of relig
ious obligation; the logic of this is that you pro
pose to compel all men to recognize a religious 
obligation. 

Again, it is there definitely stated that to take 
the religion out of the day is to take the rest out. 
You propose to compel all men to take the rest, 
but religion is essential to the rest: without the 
religion they cannot have the rest. The logic of 
this is, therefore, that you propose to compel men 
to take religion. 

Joseph Cook is a friend of the Sunday-Rest 
bill;· he says likewise "that you will in vain en
deavor to preserve Sunday as a day of rest unless 
you preserve it as a day of worship." Accord
ingly, the object of the American Sabbath Union 
is declared by its constitution to be "to preserve 
the Christian Sabbath as a day of rest and wor
shi:p." Mr. Cook likewise says that, "for Sab
bath observance to be maintained at a high 
standard it must be founded upon religious 
reasons." You yourself, sir, have written in the 
Pearl of Days these words :-

"It will become more and more apparent that the 
real defenders of the day are among those who re
gard it a divine, not merely a human, institution." 

And the president of the association; of 
which you are secretary, said:--

"We do not put this work on mere human reason
ing, for all that can be overthrown by human reason
ing; we rest it directly and only on the divine com
mand." 

From first to last, these statements are from fast 
friends of the Sunday-Rest bill. And similar 
statements might be quoted almost indefinitely 
from the friends of the Sunday-Rest bill. There
fore, you with the rest of the friends of the 
Sunday-Rest bill, may deny till doomsday that 
the Government should compel a religious ob
servance of the day and it will amount to noth
ing. The constitution of the association to which 
you belong, your own words, the words of the 
president of that association, and of the chiefest 
leaders in the work in which you are engaged, 
all show that the denial is simply a .contrivance 
to save appearances, and demonstrate conclusively 
that the denial amounts to nothing in fact. The 
enforcement of the observance of a religious in
stitution is the enforcement of a religious observ
ance. The enforcement of the observance of a 
divine institution is the enforcement of a religious 
institution, because qivine institutions are relig
ious institutions. 

You likewise deny that the" friends of the Sun
day-Rest bill are in favor of a union of Church 
and State." But this denial is just like the other 
one. No man can be in favor of any Sunday
Rest law without being in favor of a union of 
Church and State. A union of Church and 

State is inherent in the thing itself, and it is im
possible to have Sunday-Rest laws without hav
ing a union of Church and State just that far. 

Dr. Phillip Schaff plainly declares Sunday 
laws to be one of the " connecting links between 
Church and State." And Dr. Schaff is one of 
the friends of the Sunday-Rest law. Therefore, 
in the face of such declarations as these, in the 
face of such plain statements from yourself and 
your associates, a simple denial is not sufficient. 
When proofs so strong and in such abundance 
as these are presented something more is required, 
when charged with meaning what you say, than 
to deny it. In the filce of such proofs denial can 
never pass for disproof. 

Please present to the public an argument upon 
these quotations which I have here presented 
that will show that you do not propose to enforce 
religious observances. The friends of the Sunday
Rest bill are not ignoramuses; the nwst of them are 
college graduates, and even doctors of divinity. 
If it be true that they do not propose nor intend 
to enforce religious observances, or the observ
ance of religious institutions, it ought not to be 
difficult for them to construct an argument that 
would show it. It is true, it would be somewhat 
difficult, in· the face of these statements which I 
have presented in this article. But let them say 
that they did not mean what they said; let them 
repudiate these statements, and leave them all be
hind, and start new, and from the premises of a 
Sunday-Rest law, or of the American Sabbath 
Union, let them construct an argument which 
shall show by logical course and conclnsion that 
they ·do not propose to enforce religious observ
ances. Then your denials will amount to some
thing. There is no danger, however, that you 
will ever get any one of them to do it. Every 
one who undertakes it and carries out a con
sistent and logical line of argument will find }lim
self on my side of the question every time. 

You say that "California's best people do not 
like the working of the plan of no Sunday law, 
and are seeking to be rid of it." Califomia's 
best people, sir, are the people of California them
selves. And in 1882 the people of California de
clared by a majority of 17,517 votes directly upon 
this issue that they would not have a Sunday law. 
By their representatives they have repeated tlmt 
declaration twice since,. and California's best peo
ple do like it. And more than this, California's 
best people appreciate to its whole value the 
crocodile sympathy of the Eastern Sunday-law 
crusaders. 

Here I will close for tl1is time by merely say
ing again that you are at liberty to reprint my 
words, statements, and arguments as they are, and 
spread them abroad as widely as you please; but 
I insist that you shall refrain from garbling them, 
and forcing into them a meaning that is contrary 
to everytl1ing in them. Good-bye, sir. 

I remain yours sincerely, 
ALONZO T. JONES. 

WHEN ministers of the gospel preach against 
Sunday laws and religious legislation in general, 
they are doing strictly gospel work, as mucl1 so as 
when they preach against any other kind of hy
pocrisy and formalism. The true g0spel of Jesus 
Christ knows of no other method ofreachi:ag men 
than by preaching, backed by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. "For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe." 1 Cor. 1 : 21. And it is "not by 
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!Ilight, nor by power; but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord:" Zech. 4 : 6. For the State to enforce 
religion' or any part of religion, is to force men to 
have a form of godliness without any of the 
power. Vital godliness results only from the 
action of the Spirit of God on the heart. Hy
. pocrisy and dead formality result from the use of 
force. No one can be a true preacher of the 
gospel unless he cries out against the latter. 

Fitly Designated. 

TnE leading article in Our Day for April is 
an address by Rev. W. F. Crafts, at Mr. Cook's 
Monday lecture, March 25, and is entitled, "A 
Strategi~J Year in Sabbath Reform." This is a 
most appropriate heading for a summary of the 
work of the American Sabbath Union during the 

. year 1888. It shows that Mr. Crafts appreciates 
.the situation. A strategem is defined by Webster 
as "a trick by which some advantage is to be 
·obtained. An artifice." Strategic means, "per
taining to strategy, effected by artifice." . There
fore, since, according to Mr. Crafts, the year 1888 
has been a strategic year in the Sunday work, it 
has been a year of trickery and fraud. 

That this is indeed so must be evident to any
one who has read the SENTINEL's exposure of the 
methods of Mr. Crafts and his associate Sunday 
reformers. They started out with deceit, :;tnd with 

. exhortation to deceive, when they requested all 
· public conventions to indorse the Sunday petition 
by vote, and then to duplicate the strength of the 
petition as far as possible by s~curing the indi
vidual signatures of the assembly. Then, by se
curing a few representative indorsements, they 

.-counted in whole denominations, thousands of 
members of which had never heard of the petition. 
A letter from Cardinal Gibbons stating simply 
that he personally favored the movement, was 
forthwith counted as the signatures of 7,200,000 
Catholics. Not content with counting in the 
entire membership of the various religious organ
izations as all being twenty-one years of age or 
more, they went to Sunday-schools, and secured the 
names of the children to their petition, which 
stated that each signer is twenty-one years of age 
or more. Then, in order to swell their list of pe
titioners, they counted some of the religious de
nominations twice, then counted the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Unions as local organiza
tions,as Sti:tte organizations, and again twice as a na
tional organization, besides ttl ready having counted 
them in with tho religious bodies. The same way 
with the Knights of Lnbor. They secured the votes 
of local assemblies, then by a vote of the general 
assembly they counted in tho entire organization, 
and then by securing a favorable vote from the 
Cop.nsel of Federated Trades they succeeded in 
counting the worldngmen i~ again, although 
thousands of them are opposed to the Blair bills. 

Mr. Crafts went in person to the Assemblies of 
the Knights of Labor and pleaded with them to 
indorse his petition. . Yet he clttims that the pe
tition was started to satisfy the clamor of the 
worki.ngmen! Not content with thesemethods of 
ma~ing it appear that the great majority of the 
people of the country are calling for Sunday laws, 
they now garble the statements of those who are 
opposing the movement with all their might, and 
give it out that their opposition is really not op
position, but a plea for the law. 

Then again the Rev. Herrick Johnson, in his 
address on Sunday newspapers at the Washington 

• Conference, in December, said, as quoted in the 
February number of Our Day:-

" If we base the Sabbath on mere human expedi
ency, we· base it on sand, just as we would found 
honesty, if we adopted it simply as a policy. This is 
no basis for the Sabbath, to put it on the ground of 
mere expediency. I do not question the propriety of 
using this argument as a means of influencing a cer
tain class of men. Many will join in this Sunday 
movement and work heartily in the defense of Sunday 
as a rest-day, in the interests of health and morals, 
and good citizenship, who will not come to the higher 
ground. But we can never permanently keep our 
Sabbath on the basis of expediency." 

Here we find this man, a zealous advocate of 
Sunday laws, deliberately counseling the use of 
argument in which he does not believe, in order 
to catch some who will not accept the argument in 
which he does believe. Much more to the same 
intent might be quoted, but this is sufficient to 
show the aptness of the title which Mr. Crafts 
gives to his summary of Sunday work,-a year of 
artifice and fraud. The same course was pursued 
in the history of the early church, as ~s shown by 
the following quotation from Mosheim:-

" By some of the weaker brethren, in their anxiety 
to assist God with all their might (in the propagation 
of the Christian faith), such dishonest artifices were 
occasionally resorted to as could not, under any cir
cumstances, admit of excuse, and were utterly un
worthy of that sacred cause which they were unques
tionably intended to support."-Commentaries, cent. 2, 
sec. 7. 

It was just such work as that which resl].lted in 
the establishmentof the man of sin-the Papacy . 
It is just such work in these days that will result 
in the formation of a living image to that man of 
sin-an American Papacy. E. J. w. 

The Civil Sabbath. 

MANY persons make a distinction between the 
Sabbath as a day of worship and the Sabbath as 
a day of rest. As a day of worship, they say the 
Sabbath is religious, but as a day of rest, it is a 
civil institution. They declare that, while God 
requires its .observance as a day of worship, 
the civil government should enforce it as a day 
of rest. 

Now, as everyone knows, all Sabbath observ
ance was originally based on the fourth com
mandment. The first part of this commandment 
reads: "Remembf)r the Sabbath-day, to keep it 
holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all 
thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cat
tle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates." 

Notice two facts: First, God requires rest, a 
cessation of labor.· But it. is religious observance 
that God requires, therefore the rest which he re
quires upon the Sabbath is religicus observance. 
Secondly, cessation of labor is the only thing re
quired by the commandment. No mention what
ever is made of any religious worship in addition 
to, or apart from, the prescribed rest. Therefore 
if the required rest is not religious worship, then 
the fourth commandment does not require relig
ious worship. It should be further remarked 
that, while rest from labor is the only thing re
quired by the fourth commandment, the reason 
given in the commandment for such rest contrasts 
very pointedly with that assigned by the majority 
of writers and speakers on the ~ubject, "Every
one ought to be compelled by law to rest upon 
the Sabbath; for in si.x days men get very tired 
and need a day of rest to recuperate and build up 
their physical energies." This is man's reason. 
Now listen to God's: "For in six days the 

Lord made heaven and eartl1, the sea, and aU 
that in them is, and rested the seventh day; 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath-day, and 
hallowed it." 

In this reason assigned by God, no mention 
whatever is made of any temporal advantage to 
be derived from keeping the Sabbath; and who
ever observes it from such motives tramples upon 
its sacredness, and offers insult to God. It is no 
more the purpose of Sabbath rest to build up 
physical energy than it is of baptism to cleanse 
the exterior of the body; and to rest upon that 
day for a temporal object can be no more pleas
ing to God than it would be to labor with the 
same end in view. 

The Sabbath is a memorial of God, represented 
in his creative work, and its weekly observance 
was designed as a constant reminder that the 
only true God is the one who created the heav
ens and the earth. Ps. 96:4, 5; Jer. 10:10-12; 
Ps. 19: 1 ; 33:6-9; Eze. 20 : 20. Since the Sab
bath is a divinely appointed institution, by which 
men are to remember God through his wonder
ful works, it follows that when the Sabbath is 
forgotten or is used for any other purpose than 
meditation upon the great acts which distinguish 
the true God from all others, then will all mem
ory of the Creator gradually fade from the mind, 
growing dimmer and dimmer until the last trace 
of connection is lost between· himself and man
kind. See Ex. 31: 16, 17; Ps. 78: 5-11; 111: 
2-4; 19: 1; Eze. 20:20; 22 :25, 26; Jer. 23: 
25-27; Judges 3:7. _ · 

The purpose of the Sabbath, then, is as far 
above physical benefits as the heavens are above 
the earth; and to compel its observance by civil 
law, as a day for temporal rest and recuperation, 
is to degrade it in the public mind to the level of 
other profane or common institutions. Such is 
the spiritual discernment of those who desire to 
place religious institutions upon a civil basis. 
They ought to know, if they know anything, that 
they can only be enforced as civil institutions 
and from temporal motives. In this way, relig
ion soon loses its sacredness in the minds •of the 
people, who come to regard it as only a cloak de
signed for the temporal necessities of the body. 
Instead of appealing to men's faith and love for 
God, upon which depends their salvation, tem
poral advantages and civil penalties are the mo
tives presented by these modern chief priests and 
Pharisees. Outwardly they appear righteous 
unto men, but within they are full of hypocrisy 
and iniquity. See Matt. 23. 

What is here said of the seventh day must be 
pertinent in regard to Sunday, with all those 
who regard it as equally sacred with the original 
Sabbath.-A Delos Westcott, in the La Crosse, 
( Wis.) Co-operator. 

TnE Arkansas Gazette of March 29 contains 
tho following item, dated Chicago, March 28 :-

"The Rev. Geo. B. Starr, superintende~t of the 
Central Bible School for Home and Foreign Missions, 
complains to the Associated Press that the Seventh
day Adventists are being horribly treated in the South. 
He received from Elder M. G. Huffman, of that sect, 
for transmission to the General Conference at Battle 
Creek, Michigan, the following letter written at Al
paretta, Milton County, Georgia: 'Brother D. Conk
ling, of Michigan, who, with his family, has lately 
moved into this neighborhood, has been reported to 
the grand jury, and a bill found against him for 
working on Sunday, and all he did was to cut a few 
sticks of wood to build a fire, just what I have seen 
many others doing since I came to the State. The 
penalty for violating any portion of the law in thia· 
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State is very severe. They have what is known in 
this State as a " chain-gang," where those who violate 
the law are taken, and a ball and chain fastened to 
one leg, and they are made to work on the public 
roads and railroads, and those who are put there are 
many of them treated worse than brutes. Many have 
been whipped to death, and, doubtless, if he should 
be taken there for working on Sunday, he would 
be compelled to work on the Sabbath, or be whipped. 
What is your advice? Should we be beaten in the 
Circuit Court would you take the case to the Supreme 
Court? And if so, can you help us? We are all poor 
here.'" 

The Gazette makes no comment, but simply 
heads the item: "Their Lot is a Hard One.'; 
We are w~lting very anxiously for some of the 
leading Sunday-law agitators, who claim that they 
·do not want religious legislation, to denounce such 
persecution. We don't very much expect to see 
anything of the kind, for not one of them has 
ever said a word against the Arkansas outrages, 
although they know all about them. In view of 
the fact that none but observers of the seventh 
day have as yet been molested for working on 
Sunday in States where rigid Sunday laws are 
enforced, are we not justified in saying that those 
who have no word of denunciation for such results, 
but go on the more vigorously to secure universal 
rigid Sunday laws, do so for the express purpose 
of inaugurating general persecution for conscience' 
sake? 

The-State Incompetent to Enforce 
Moral Law. 

THE Blair Sunday bill and Religious Educationll;l 
Amendment were smothered in the last Congress, 
but they will certainly be resuscitated in some 
form early in the next session. There will be hut 
a short respite, in which the people may acquaint 
themselves .with the religious and constitutional 
questions at issue. 

In the discussion of the subject it is between 
the moral law, the divine institution, and the 
civil law, the human institution, that the dis
crimination should be made, and where the dis
tinction exists. The intent of religious legislation 
is declared, in the language of its defenders, to be 
the establishment of law, "for the suppression of 
immorality.'' In this they confound the immo
rality which is sin against God with that immoral
ity which is crime against.man. 

To rob and to murder is immoral and sinful, 
but besides being immoral, murder and robbery 
are crimes which the civil law takes cognizance 
of for the protection of society. The murderous 
thought which exists before, and leads to, the tak
ing of human life, is immoral, a breaking of the 
moralla w; the coveteousness which impels the thief 
is immoral, but can the statute law, man's civil 
law, take notice of these impulses of the heart? 
When does the infraction of the moral law come 
within the jurisdiction of the civil law ?-Clearly 
when the sinful impulse has become an overt act, 
which works injury or injustice to the criminal's 
neighbor, and then, manifestly, the civil law only 
steps in for the protection of the neighbor, and by 
the necessity of the case cannot usurp the place 
of the eternal Judge and Lawgiver, and mete 
out and administer to the iniquitous the due and 
final penalty of his deeds. 

The watch-word of the religious legislation 
party is, " Christ the Ruler of this world," but 
Christ said, "The man that looketh upon a woman 
to lust after her, hath committed adultery with 
her already in his heart." Adultery is punish
able by imprisonment. If, then, Christ is the 
ruleJ;, and there is no distinction between civil and 

moral law, who will build penitentiaries to hold 
the criminals, and from whence shall judge and 
jury be drawn to dedde these cases. "Let him 
that is without sin cast the first stone.'' The 
civil law cannot consider the immorality until by 
the overt action it becomes a civil crime. 
Where then does the civil law have concurrent 
jurisdiction with the Almighty in legislating upon 
the rules of conduct contained in, "Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me," "Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain," or, 
"Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy," or, 
"Honor thy father and thy mother," or, "Thou 
shalt not covet "? Here is the distinction between 
the moral and the civil law. 

The promoters of this religious legislation are 
in the habit of declaring that "we need moral 
laws.'' Can it be possible that the moral law of 
the ten commandments has become inadequate 
for the moral government of this enlightened 
Christian age? Have the American people be
come so inflated with self-importance as to believe 
that they can amend, supplement, and improve 
the eternal moral law of the omnipotent and om
niscient Jehovah, and so, like Constantine the 
Great, make themselves co-legislators with Him? 

Throughout all the thought and literature of 
the so-called National Reform party, and the 
promoters of the Sunday movement, there is an 
inextricable confusion between the religious and 
the legal, moral, and civil views of the subject; the 
religious, as to which day is the Sabbath, God's 
Sabbath or Constantine's Sunday; and the legal 
and religious question in the supposition that the 
religious observance of the day is a proper sub
ject of legislation and legal enforcement. The 
point as to the day or any day is not necessarily 
within the scope of this discussion at all ; and it is 
an interesting line of·thought to the candid thinker 
to mark the reasons for its continual introduction. 
The true issue is " religious legislation " in the ab
stract, without reference to any particular belief, 
creed, or dogma. All well-informed and thought
ful persons know what the history of' such legis
lation has been, and that human nature is so 
constant a factor that we cannot expect much differ
ent results from similar conditions in whatever 
land or age they may arise. 

Let no one think this matter of light impo1'
tance. Study it. The injunction of the apostle 
Paul to Timothy, "Study to show thyself ap
proved unto God, rightly dividing the word of 
truth," is peculiarly apt in the consideration of 
this issue, and combines practical, political, and 
religious sense in a high d!ilgree. The question 
itself is as broad as the principljls of' religious lib
erty, and as deep as the foundation of civil gov
ernment.-W. H. )fcKee, in Omaha World. 

Silence Giving Consent. 

THE manner of signing the petition for· the 
Sunday law "by endorsement" still goes on. In 
Iowa, not long since, at a meeting, the minister 
said there were two ways of taking names; one way 
was by individual signers, and the other by tak
ing a vote of the congregation ; the shortest way 
was to take a vote, and he would do that. Not 
more than one-fifth of the people in the house 
voted for it, and quite a number voted against it; 
but the preacher secured the unanimous vote by 
saying that he thought those who voted against 
it were not members of the church. And although 
some of them were members of that church, and 
although quite a number of the membership of 
the church were not present, yet the whole mem· 

bership, those who were not present, and those 
who were present and voted against it, were all 
ccmnted in the unanimous vote of the church in 
favor of Sunday law. This was in the United 
Presbyterian Church at College Springs, Iowa. 

In the Wesleyan Methodist Church at the 
same place, on Sunday, February 17, the pastor 
took a vote of the church on the same question. 
Three of the church-members voted against it, 
and many of them did not vote at all. Those 
who voted against it publicly questioned the 
propriety of such a method of signing the peti
tions; but the pastor explained that such were 
his orders, and, although he himself would prefer 
to take the names individually, he must "obey 
orders." Then the question was asked if those 
who did not vote at all and those who were ab
sent from the church, would be counted as signers, 
and the preacher answered, "Yes, silence gives 
consent." 

According to this rule, it is time that every 
person were finding out where he stands, and 
were making his open declaration, because, if 
npthing is said one way or the other, even though 
a man has not had an opportunity to say anything, 
silence giving consent, everyone who is silent may 
be counted in favor of the Sunday law. It seems 
to us, though, that at. such methods as these car
ried on by the preachers, Satan must be laughing 
in his sleeves clear down to the wrist-band. And 
if they get out of it without greater contributions 
to his dignity and honor than they now dream of, 
they may count themselves exceedingly fortunate. 

Sunday-Law Robbery. 

NATIONAL REFORMERS and those who are in 
favor of Sunday laws are, according to their 
own statements, always very fair, very liberal, 
and very tolerant. Yet they demand a Sunday 
"law that shall make itself effective by small ex
ceptions and large penalties.'' f?o says the 
"American Sabbath Union," on the Blair Sun· 
day bill. They desire no exemption to any re
ligious class whatever, and in this they are true 
to the traditions of their fathers,-the Roman 
hierarchy. The Sunday is a religious institution, 
and legislation on religious institutions is wrong 
and only wrong. 

But it is not this phase of the question which 
we wish to discuss at this time. A so-called civil 
Sunday law, if enforced, not only infringes upon 
the rights of all who may desire to spend Sunday 
in a different way than that prescribed by the 
law, but it works positive hardship and robbery 
to that class of citizens who observe religiously 
any other day than Sunday. "0h, but we grant 
them the privilege· of observing any day they 
choose," say these tolerant reformers; "we only 
ask that they shall not desecrate Sunday. ·we 
deprive them of no rights ; we only compel them 
to respect ours.'' 

Let us examine this. The only divine law, 
which we have for a Sabbath is that found in 
Ex. 20:8-11. Laying aside the question as to 
what day is enjoined, all will agree that permis
sion is given to work six days. The Jew, the 
Seventh-day Adventist, and the Seventh-day 
Baptist believe that the law of God demands the 
observance of the seventh day, or Saturday. 
They cannot conscientiously do otherwise than 
observe the day which the commandment enjoins 
and conscience dictates. Thousands would die 
rather than labor on the seventh day. 

But the members of these religious bodies also 
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avail themselves of the privilege of working six 
days. God grants it, the Constitution permits it, 
justice and equality and necessity demand it. 
Thousands of them cannot support and educate 
their families if the. privilege of working the six 
days is taken from them. They hold, and justly, 
too, that they have the same right to observe the 
seventh day that others have to observe the first 
day. Numbers do not and cannot regulate wor
ship to God. If this were so, no Christian would 
have the right to worship Jehovah in a. heathen 
land. Just as long as the seventh-day man does 
not work any ill to.,the life, property, chastity, or 
reputation of his first-day neighbor, or interfere 
with his worship, he has as much right to labor 
on the first day as the first-day man has to labor 
on the seventh day. This is simple right and 
justice, and it. would be just the same if the large 
1pajority were seventh-day keepers. 

But how would a Sunday law affect these Sabba
tarians? It would take from them one-sixth of 

. their time. In effect, it levies a tax of sixteen 
and two-thirds per cent. upon the seventh-day 
man, which it does not upon the first-day man. 
In all other respects, except that of the day to be 
. observed, both classes sustain the same relation to 
the Government. But civil laws which designate 
a day to be kept by all, when there js difference 
in faith and practice, thereby discriminate be
tween class and class, elevating and favoring one, 
&nd correspondingly depl\'.Ssing and oppressing · 
the other. Such laws are in favor of a particular 
religion and particular dogmas. The State, there
fore, and not the Sabootarians, is responsible for 
the hardship, unless the Roman Catholic claim is 
true, that the individual has no right to choose 
his religion. As a natural result of his religion, 
the Jew would suffer no more hardship than the 
Sunday-keeping Christian. Each could work six 
days, each could observe one. 

But if Sunday is protected by law, hardship 
does come to the seventh-day keeper as the result 
of such legislation solely. Therefore we are just 
in saying that the State in enforcing StJnday laws 
places a tax upon the seventh-day kefiper of six
teen and two-thirds per cent., which it does not 
place upon the first-day keeper. But what isthf\ 
trouble with the Sabbatarian, that he should thus 
be discriminated against ? He is God.:fearing, 
conscientious, honest, sober, upright. He only 
asks what is taught by the golden rule, "What
soever ye would that men should do unto you, do 
ye even so to them." To this class the Sunday 
law is a robbery, a robbery that enriches no one, 
that benefits no one; a robbery the only effect of 
which is to increase the arrogancy of what is 
rapidly becoming a dominant and proud hierarchy. 
Can any Christian, or any man even, indorse such 
injustice? M. o. w. 

Too Cood to Be True. 

lN the preface to Miss Frances E. Willard's 
new book, "Glimpses of Fifty Years," she 
says:-

."The wise ones tell us that we utterly change once 
in every seven years, so that from the vantage-ground 
of life's serene meridian, I have looked back upon the 
seven persons whom I know most about: the welcome 
child, the romping girl, the happy student, the roving 
teacher, the tireless traveler, the temperance organ
izer, and, lastly, the politician and advocate of wom
an's rights ! " 

And then, without a break, without an inter
vening word, in the very next sentence she says:

."Since all these are. sweetly dead and gone, why 
should not their biographies and epitaphs, perchance 

their eulogies, be written by their best-informed and 
most indulgent critic?" 

What ! is Miss Willard as the "politician 
and advocate of woman's rights" sweetly dead 
and gone? It seems "too good to be true." We 
feared from the circY.mstances of the case that 
Miss Willard, as the politician and organizer of 
woman's rights, so far from being sweetly dead 
and gone, was just in the prime and vigor of her 
political and woman's rights career. 

But since herself has recorded, with her own 
hand, that she, as the politician and advocate of 
woman's rights, is indeed sweetly dead and gone, we 
gratefully accept the statement. Yet, for all 
this, we cannot avoid a lingering sense of doubt 
and mystification about it alL 

Let not anyone misconstrue anything here 
said in the slightest degree as the expression of a 
wish that Miss Willard, her actual, real self, 
were dead and gone, either sweetly or otherwise. 
All that we mean is that we are glad to have the 
statement under her own hand that that part of 
her which she describes as the "politician and 
advocate of woman's rights," is sweetly dead and 
gone. We sincerely hope that it may indeed be 
true. 

The Aims of Rome. 

BY our form of government all the laws have 
their source, both theoretically and practically, 
in the will of the people, and are, therefore, of 
human origin. The Constitution of the United 
States was ordained and established by the peo
ple, " in order to form a more perfect union, es
tablish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro
vide for the common defense, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to our
selves and our posterity." Considered collect
ively, these objects include everything necessary 
to the happiness, prosperity, and elevation of a 
Nation ; and, with the supreme and sovereign au
thority of the American people to preserve them 
for nearly a century, they have, thus far, p;oved 
to be much more conducive to these ends than any 
of the forms of government where kings, or popes, 
or potentates of any name or rank, have been re
garded as the only "fountains of justice." This 
belief cannot be delusion, in view of the present 
condition of the world and of the practical re
sults before us. If it is, it is a delusion which 
the people of the United States have cherished, 
and will, it is hoped, continue to cherish, with all 
the fervor of the intensest patriotism. It would 
be unjust to say that among the number of those 
who do cherish it, there are not many Roman 
Catholic laymen, and now and then a priest, who 
have found shelter under our institutions from 
European misgovernment and monarchial oppres
sion. There are, undoubtedly, many of this class 
who do not believe, when told, that the Papacy 
is now endeavoring, by the most active and per
sistent efforts, to substitute an ecclesiastical gov
ernment for this government of the people-a 
grand " Holy Empire" for this free and popular 
republic which it has cost so much blood and 
treasure to establish and maintain. Restrained 
by the sincerity of their own intentions from sus
pecting others, they nev& stop a moment to in
quire to what probable or possible point they may 
be led by the uninquiring obedience to their 
hierarchy which is demanded of them. And the 
hierarchy, taking advantage of their silence, and 
construing it into acquiescence, let no opportu
nity escape to build up an ecclesiastical power, 
comprehensive enough t() absorb all those powers 

of the Government and the people which the 
Pope sl1all consider . to be in opposition to the 
law of God! 

These foreign-born ecclesiastics have moved 
forward in their work with great caution and cir
cumspection. Whenever they have been enabled 
to employ the pen of a native citizen, they have 
done so, in order that, while secure in their own 
reticence for the time being, they could observe 
the effect produced. As early as 1849, Dr. 0. 
A. Brownson-who had abandoned Protestant
ism under the pretense that it was necessary to 
human happiness that the whole world shoi.lld be 
subjected to ecclesiastical government-did not 
hesitate to utter, in behalf of the Papacy, such 
doctrines as would, if established in this country, 
upheave the Government of the United States, 
and that of every State in the Union, from their 
foundations. In an article on "Authority and 
Liberty," he pointed out the absolute and plenary. 
authority of God over all things spiritual and 
temporal, and denied that any body or commu
nity of men, as men, "has any rightful authority 
either in spirituals or temporals." As a conse
quence, he insisted that "all merely human au
thorities are usurpations, and their acts are with
out obligation, null and void from the beginning;" 
in other and more practical words, that the au
thority of the people of the United States over the 
Government is usurpation, and that all the .con
stitutions and laws they have ordained and en
acted by this authority "are without obligation, 
null and void from the beginning! '' All "right 
to command," whether of parent, pastor, prince, 
individuals, or communities, he centers in the Pope, 
as "the vicar of God" on earth, and in him alone. 
He insists that, through the Pope, and by virtue 
of his authority," religion must found the State;" 
and that the only "absolute and unlimited free
dom" consists in " absolute and unconditional 
subjection to God ; " that is, to his vicar, the 
Pope, who alone is authorized to declare his will. 
Everything c6ntrary to this-notwithstanding the 
Constitution of the United States and that of 
every State in the Union are contrary to it-he 
pronounces to be "nonsense, or blasphemy." 

This author is so much dissatisfied with the 
structure of the Government under which he was 
born, and by which he is allowed the liberty of 
speech and of the press, even to the extent of as
sailing its most cherished provisions, as· to insist 
that the Papacy alone possesses the only divine 
authority ever conferred upon an earthly tribu
nal, to make laws for the government of mankind; 
and that in submitting to it we submit to God, 
" and are freed from all human authority;" be
cause whatsoever it teaches and commands, in ref
erence to all spiritual and temporal things, must 
be, and is, infallibly true. Therefore, "in the · 
temporal order," according to him, the authority 
of the Papacy "is nothing but the assertion over 
the State of the divine sovereignty," which it rep
resents. And hence, all the authority derived 
from the people which does not bring the State 
into this condition of obedience and subserviency 
to the Papacy "is despotic, because it is author
ity ·without right, will unregulated by reason, 
power disjoined from justice." And, further pur
suing the same idea in opposition to the funda
mental principle of all popular and representa
tive goyernment, he continues thus:-

"Withdraw the supremacy of the church from the 
temporal order, aud you deprive the State of that 
sanction; by asserting that it does not hold from God, 
and is not amenable to hi.s law, you give the State 
simply a human basi8, and have !.n it only a. human 
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authority, which has no right to govern, and which it is 
intolerable tyranny to compel me to obey." 

He then pursues another method of reasoning, 
which, under color of a single concession, brings 
him to the same conclusions, the main object, 
that is, the absolute and universal power of the 
Papacy, never being lost sight of. Agreeing tl1at 
the State has some authority within the limits of 
the law of nature, he concedes to it the right to 
act' "without ecclesiastical restraint or interfer
ence," when, and only so long as, it confines itself 
within the scope of that law. But he puts such 
limitations upon even this restricted right as to 
render it of no avail for any of the purposes of 
an independent Government, by insisting that as 
the Papacy holds its authority directly from God, 
and exercises it under his revealed law, whi<;Jh in
cludes the law of nature, it is, therefore, the only 
competent judge of infractions upon both the re
vealed and the natural law. Speaking of the 
church-and since the decree of Papal infallibil
ity he, of course, means the Pope, who represents 
and absorbs all the authority of the church-he 
says:-

" She is, under God, the supreme judge of 'both laws, 
which for her are but one law; and hence she takes 
cognizance, in her tribunals, of the breaches of the 
natural law as well as of the revealed, and has the 
right to take cognizance by Nations as well as of its 
breaches by individuals, by the prince as well as the 
subject, for it is the supreme law for both. The State is, 
therefore, only an inferior court, bound to receive the 
law from the Supreme Court, -and liable to have its de
crees reversed on appeal." 

These sentiments were not uttered from mere 
impulse, or in the heat of animated discussion ; 
they were carefully formed and elaborated in,the 
Noset, and sent forth, with full deliberation and 
hierarchical sanction, to prepare the minds of the 
Roman Catholic part of our population for 
events which have since transpired, and which 
were then, doubtless, anticipated. They had, un
doubtedly, the full approval of the highest author
ities of the church in the United States; for so 
wonderfully' perfect is the plan of Papal organiza
tion, that their author would not have acquired 
the distinguished position he has since reached in 
the church, if he had ventured to commit the Pa
pacy wrongfully upon questions of so much deli
cacy and importance. Dr. Brownson had pre
pared himself for the adoption of these views 
by previous study of the Papal system, and was, 
therefor~, as a native citizen, the most fit per
son to give them public utterance, it being very 
naturally supposed, no doubt, that the people of 
this country would silently submit to harsh criti
cism upon the principles of their government 
when made by a native, when the same criticism 
made by a foreigner would arouse their just in
dignation. An intelligent and educated mind 
like his could not fail to see that the principles he 
enunciated were diametrically opposed to the 
whole theory of American government, and that 
the logical consequence of their supremacy in the 
United States would be the end of popular gov
ernment, by the substitution for it of one in the 
ecclesiastical form. He had, but a few years ago, 
announced that "the Roman Catholic religion 
assumes, as its point of departure, that it is in
stituted, not to be taken care of by the people, 
but to take bare of the people; not to be gov
erned by them, but to govern the;m; " and from 
this· standpoint of deadly hostility to the institu
tions under which he was born, and which allowed 
him the liberty he was so unpatriotically abusing, 
it was but a single step to such bold and auda
cious avowals- as the following:-

"The people need governing, and must be gov
erned. . . : They must have a master. 
The religion which is to answer our purpose must 
be above the people, and able to command them. 

. . The first lesson to the child is, obey; the 
first and last lesson to the people, individually and 
collectively, is, obey; and there is 'no obedience 
where there is no authority to enjoin it. . 
The Roman Catholic religion, then, is necessary 
to sustain popular liberty, because popular liberty 
can be sustained only by a religion free from pop
ular control, above the people, speaking from 
above and able to command them; and such a re
ligion is the Roman Catholic. In this 
sense, we wish this country to come under the Pope 
of Rome. As the visible head of the church, the 
spiritual authority which Almighty God has in
stituted to teach and govern the nations, we assert 
his supremacy, and tell our countrymen that we 
would have them submit to him. They may flare 
up at this as much as they please, and write as 
many alarming and abusive editorials as they 
choose, or can find time and space to do-they 
will not move us, or relieve themselves from the 
obligation Almighty God has placed them under 
of obeying the authority of the Catholic Church, 
Pope and all." . 

These matters are of sufficient import to arrest 
public attention; and it is time that the people 
of the United States understood the manner in 
which a foreign-born priesthood, educated for the 
purpose, are employing the freedom granted them 
by our institutions-what they mean when they 
write and talk about the freedom of their church 
-and what the end may be if they shall quietly 
and unresistingly submit to have replanted here 
the Papal imperialism which has been expelled 
from every enlightened Nation in Europe. 'When 
a Protestant talks of freedom, he means the self
government of the people in all their civil affairs; 
when the Papal hierarchy talk of it, they mean 
the freedom of the Papacy to govern the world, 
through the Pope and themselves, as his agents 
and auxiliaries. And when, in this country, we 
speak of the "liberty of conscience," we mean 
that every man shall be permitted to worship 
God as his own personal convictions of duty shall 
dictate. But the Papal hierarchy have no such 
meaning, and intend nothing of this sort. 'With 
them "liberty of conscience" consists merely of 
"the right to embrace, profess, and practice the 
Catholic religion," in a Protestant country; not 
the right to embrace, profess, and practice the 
Protestant religion in a Roman Catholic country! 
And why do they not concede this latter right, 
while demanding the former with such steady 
persistence? The answer with them is always 
at hand, when it is expedient to make it; be
cause "infidelity" is "the last logical consequence 
of Protestantism ; " and, therefore, Protestantism, 
being thus opposed to·the law of God, cannot 
be tolerated, or compromised with, without sin, 
and must be exterminated !-The Papaey and 
the Civil Power. 

THE Pittsburg Gazette of April 5 said: "The 
Shiras bill repealing the penalty clause of the act 
relating to the sale of commodities on Sunday was 
yesterday reported· to the House with a negative 
recommendation. Under the act of 1794 any 
person guilty of performing worldly employment 
on Sunday, or engaging in sports or diversions 
on that day, are liable to a fine of $4.00 or in de
fault thereof to an imprisonment of six days." 
The bill in question did not disturb the old act, 

but simply proposed the repeal of the_ supplement 
passed in 1855, which increased the penalty in 
Alleghany County to $25 fine, and imprisonment 
of not less than ten nor more than thirty days. 
As the Gazette says, "The negative recommenda
tion of the committee may be taken as indicative 
of the action of the Legislature when the bill 
comes before it." Sunday-law makers know 
nothing of the scripture, "I will have mercy, 
and not sacrifice." Is it ,because they know not 
the one who uttered the words? 

IN the Christian Statesman of March 7, Rev. 
William Weir, district secretary of the National 
Reform Association, published an article entitled, 
"Politics without Christ," in which he made an 
attack upon the Republican convention held last 
summer at Chicago. He referred to it as "a pro
fane," "Sabbath-desecrating," "drunken con ven
tion," and other such like gentle expressions in 
Christian, charitable estimates. 

In the Statesman of March 7, Mr. J. G. Car· 
son, who was "present at the convention and wit
nessed all the proceedings," replied in a very 
just and temperate statement of facts in regard to 
the convention, and closed his article with these 
words:-

" It only remains to say that if the spirit of un
charitable judging which characterizes the article of 
Mr. Weir, and which to a large extent is found in the 
organs (such as the Voice), and the leading writers 
and speakers of that party which Mr. Weir styles 
' the star of· the morning,' and 'the new force in 
American politics,'-if these specimens of ' its virus 
of political affairs and conduct of them' are wttat 
is meant by ' politics with Christ ' or ' Christ in poli
tics,' then it is to be feared that what he styles 'the 
cure for politics without Christ,' is worse tha~ the dis
ease." 

Our object here is not to express any partisan 
view or sympathy in regard to that convention 
because it was a Republican convention, but only 
to say that Mr. Carson's conclusion is entirely 
just. That which the National Reform Associa
tion proposes as the cure for the corruption of 
politics as it now is, will be ten thousand times 
worse than the disease, as bad as it may be. In
stead of curing any form of disease that now af
fects the body politic, it will create an untold 
number of new diseases from which the body poli
tic has hitherto been entirely free, and must re
main entirely free so long as our system of gov
ernment shall remain as it is,-utterly separated 
from any connection with religion. · 

TrrE Rev. Dr. Harcourt, of San Francisco, says 
a great many sensible things that his brother 
ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
would do well to give heed to.· On Sunday, April, 
14, he preached a sermon from the text, "Upon 
this rock I will Jmild my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it," in the course 
of which he said:-

" There is no greater folly than that contained in 
the cry of many lazy Christians, ' Oh, we can't com
pete with the ealoons !' . Such a statement is dishonor
i~g to the cause of yhristianity. We can compete 
with the ealoons, and 1f ever men are drawn from the 
ways of· sin it will be by and through the attractions 
of religious ways." 

This is in line with what we have often said, 
that if the churches would devote their time and 
energies to the preaching of the gospel, they 
would not feel the need of religious legislation by 
the State. The appeal for Sunday laws, and for 
the enforced teaching of the principles of the 
Christian religion, is a humiliating confession on 
the part of the church people making it, that 
they have wholly lost the power of the gospel, 
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NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

THE friends of the AMERICAN SENTINEL will 
be pained to learn that the founder and first 
editor of this journal is dead. This sad intelli
gence was flashed across ocean and qontinent, 
announcing, the 17th instant, in the briefest pos
sible form, the sad fact that Elder J. H. Wag
goner was no more of this world. He died in ·his 
sixty-ninth year, at Basel, Switzerland, where he 
was engaged in the production of some works of 
his own and the editing of others. He also con
tinued to contribute to the SENTINEL. 

The deceased was a native of Pennsylvania, of 
Presbyterian parentage. When quite young he was 
converted and united with the Baptists, where he 
remained till 1851. He served his apprentice
ship as printer, and was a contributor to the press 
at an early age. He edited and published for 
several years a political journal in Wisconsin. 
Of a broad and sympathetic mind, he could not 
be otherwise than a true American freeman. He 
believed not only in civil liberty, but religious 
liberty. He believed not only in liberty of con
science for himself, but he demanded liberty of 
conscience for others. He loved peace, but not 
so well as to obtain it by the sacrifice of liberty. 
These principles of liberty, of which he had a 
large share naturally, were no doubt strengthened 
by his connection for many years in the early 
part of his life, with the Baptists, many of whom 
had been for years champions of the rights of 
conscience. But these principles were fully con
firmed, broadened, deepe11ed, and purified by the 
Christianity of the Bible, which he embraced 
with all his heart. He saw that his neighbors 
were as much answerable to God alone for the 
way in which they regarded the divine Being as 
he was himself, and that they were entitled to the, 
same privileges irrespective of race or religion. 

Therefore, when the National Reform move
ment began in this country, he, seeing in its de
mands the principles of religious persecution and 
oppression, raised against it his voice and pen. 
As the movement progressed, he saw the need of 
some better means of defense, the need of some 
journal which would enlighten the masses as to 
the true aim of the National Reformers and 
kindred organizations, and also stand in the de
fense of the Constitution as it is. The result of 
his conceptions and efforts was the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL, which has been conducted on the lines 
he marked out to the present time. The success 
of the journal and the influence it has exerted 
demonstrate the wisdom of the mind which con
ceived it and comprehended the situation which 
demanded it. 

Elder Waggoner was the author of various 
works, prominent among which are: " Christian 
BiJ,ptism," "The Spirit of God," "The Atone
ment in the Light of Nature and Revelation" 
(a comprehensive and masterful work, showing 
breadth of grasp and an analytical mind), and 
"From Eden to Eden," a work lately issued in 

.French, at Basel, Switzerland. But the work 
which will probably have the greatest influence, 

which is moulding the minds of.thousands to-day, 
is the AMERICAN SENTINEL, which, under God, 
is owing to him. 

"God buries his workmen but carries on his 
work." The friends of liberty who knew the 
deceased will mourn, but with submission and 
ever-growing faith they will carry forward the 
work begun by the warrior who has just laid 
down his life in the beginning of the conflict. 

" So let it be. In God's own might 
We gird us for the coming fight. 
And, strong in Him whose cause is· ours, 
In conflict with unholy powers, 
We grasp the weapons He has given,-
The Light, and Truth, and Love of Heaven." 

THE California Christian Advocate speaks of 
"Mr. M. A. Gault, who has been at work for the 
W. C. T. U. in Missouri." Mr. Gault is actually 
in the employ of the National Reform Associa
tion; but since that association and the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union were married some 
time ago, according to the Christian Statesman, 
they are virtually one society, so that he who works 
for one works for the other. 

A DEBATE is to be held in Chicago, June 12, 
13, 14, between W. F. Crafts, Field Secretary of 
the American Sabbath Union, and A. T. Jones, 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. The proposition is 
the petition that is being circulated for a National 
Sunday law, with, "Resolved, That this petition 
ought to prevail." This discussion will doubtless 
attract much attention, and the readers of the 
SENTINEL may expect at least a good synopsis of 
it, and we shall endeavor to procure the discus
sion in full to lay before them." 

IT is absolutely impossible for National Re
formers and all other advocates of Sunday laws 
to take two positions that will not be contradic
tory. When they wish to clear themselves from 
a certain charge, they take a position which 
the more firmly fixes that charge upon them. 
Thus, they strenuously deny that they have any 
idea of uniting Church and State, and say that all 
that they want to have enforced is a " civil Sab
bath." But the word "civil" refers to the State, 
and the word "Sabbath" is religious, and is only 
a religious term; so that in the expression, 
'' civil Sabbath" the union of Church and State is 
implied; and the very term which is used to hide 
their plans only advertises them. They will have 
to study up some new term and argument in or
der to make it appear that for the State to en
force strict Sunday laws is not to unite Church 
and State. 

THE New York Tribune asks the following 
very pertinent question :-

"Isn't the American Sabbath Union somewhat in
consistent when it demands the stoppage of all Sunday 
mails, but is willing that the telegraph offices should 
be kept open on that day? Is a telegraph operator 
ofless value in the sight of the Sabbath Union thana 
railway employe or a post-office clerk? " 

The so-called American Sabbath Union can 
never be anything else but inconsistent. It is 
working, professedly, for a " civil Sabbath" which 
is itself a contradiction of terms, the word "Sab
bath" being purely a religious term. They say, 
also, that they are working to secure the proper 
observance of the " Christian Sabbath," yet it is 
only the "American Sabbath" that they want 
enforced, implying that none but Americans are 
Christians. They do not intend to have the 

State enforce the observance of the day as holy 
time, but only in accordance with "the divine 
law of the fourth commandment." Error cannot 
possibly be consistent, and so inconsistency will 
ever mark the course of all who work for State 
Sunday laws. 

THE Detroit Commercial Advertiser gives the fol
lowing appreciative notice of" Civil Government 
and Religion : "-

"This pamphlet, of 176 pages, is an instructive pre
sentation of the arguments for and against Sunday
keeping by the force of legislative enactments. It ex
plains the movement from its first inception years 
ago to its present form in the Blair Sunday bill, a 
measure that will be actively pushed in the present 
Congress when it assembles in regular session next 
December. It gives information every intelligent 
American citizen should possess. We heartily com
mend the book to every one of our readers, no matter 
which side they espouse." 

THE Christan Union says that" Sunday labor 
is no more demoralizing than Sunday loafing." 
We believe. this, and we might add that it is no 
more wearing physically. Yet the Sunday-law 
people are determined to prohibit all labor 
on Sunday, so that thousands of people will 
be compelled to loaf. They propose to put 
thousands of people in the way of committing 
crime; for we believe that no one has yet 
proved false the old saying that Satan finds mis
chief for idle hands. When a man is forcibly re
strained from legitimate employment, he will do 
something that is not legitimate. Perhaps our 
Sunday-law friends think that all the unemployed 
will go to church if they get a Sunday law. 
Perhaps they will, but it will only be because an
other law will be made compelling them to. The 
enactment of a Sunday· law will not convert any~ 
body. Those who go to church now will do so 
under a Sunday law; those who do not go to 
church now will not do so with a Sunday law, 
unless they are compelled. When the Govern
ment starts in on the paternal theory, it will find 
that it has its hands full keeping its children 
in the way that becomes Christians. Its police 
will have to be greatly multiplied, and given the 
same power that they have in Russia. 
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·THE Philadelphia Inquirer of April 25 speaks 
of Vanderbilt's decision to run no freight trains 
on Sunday, except such as are absolutely neces
sary, and to run as few passenger trains as pos
sible, noticing. the effect that this will have on 

.other roads, and adds:-

" We don't wish to seem irreverent about it, but 
really it looks as if certain rich men may get into the 
kingdom of Heaven by' way of the New York Cen
tral and Hudson River Railroad, after all." · 

THE Methodist ministers in Minneapolis have 
been cansiderably agitated over the question of 
whether or not they should countenance the 
camp-meeting held at Red Rock Park, unless the 
gates should be closed on Sunday, so that no one 
who patronized a Sunday excursion train could 
come in. They finally decided that they would 
support the meeting if the gates of the park were 
closed on Sunday. One of the ministers inter
ested in the camp-meeting says that it will be im
possible to keep the gates closed on Sunday, and 
that it is absurd for people to say that meetings 
open to the public should not be held on Sunday, 
simply because trains go by .. He adds: "If this 
were true, why should the Centenary Church, for 
insta:tfce, be open on Sunday, when people take 
the motor line to get to the church? " 'V e do 
not see how the city clergymen can well reply. 
Their position leaves them open to the suspicion 
of desiring to have a monopoly of the Sunday 
services. 

Which Is the More Dangerous? 

THE Christian Statesm,an of March 27 says 
that in a speech at Chicago lately, Mrs. Lucy 
Parsons declared "that the Socialists want a rev
olution, peaceful or bloody, they care not which." 

This is just what the National Reformers 
want; for when. the Ministerial Association of 
Des Moines, Iowa, in 1886 "resolved that the 
National Reform Association is an attempt to ac
complish by revolution the Christianizing of the 
Nation, and therefore meets our disapproval," 
District Secretary M. A. Gault replied in the 
Christian Statesman in these words :·-

"Whether the Constitution will be set right on the 
question of the mural supremaey of God's law in gov
ernment, without bloody revolution, will de~~end en-
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tirely upon the strength and resistance of the forces 
of antichrist." 

And in a meeting held at College Springs, 
Iowa, Sunday, February 10, 1889, Mr. Gault 
stated four ways by which influence may be 
brought to bear to make this a Christian Nation: 
First,agitation; second, petition; third,by the ballot; 
fourth, by the sword. And in explaining and 
justifying the use of the sword he said: " Don't 
think'we are advocating war; buUf we are not 
faithful in the use of these other means, as it was 
with the antislavery question, after they had agi
tated and petitioned and used the ballot, they 
drew the sword ; so shall w~, as a last resort, be 
compelled to use the sword and the bullet." 

If there is any difference between the inten
tions and the methods of the Socialists and those 
of the National Reformers, as officially expressed 
by M.A. Gault, we are utterly unable to discern 
it. There is this, however, in favor of the Social
ists, that where they propose bloody revolution 
schemes, out of sheer, open wickedness; the N a
tional Reformers propose.revolution under a form 
of godliness, making it' so.much more calculated 
to play into the hands of Satan. 

Protection to Religious Worship; and 
the Bible in the Schools. 

SoME time ago ~ereceived from a friend in the 
East some questions concerning Sunday legisla
tion, and religious teaching in the schools, which 
had been put to him, and which he could not 
answer. As they are questions that might be 
asked to anyone, we print them herewith ·and 
give our reply, for the benefit of all:-

"Your position is no civil Sabbath laws. Such a 
position, carried out with our present influx of foreign 
element, will soon reduce our present Christian Sab
bath to the level of the Continental Sabbath-a clay 
of excursions, picnics, beer gardens, revelries, and, if 
desired, make a day of din or confusion right when 
the majority desire to engage in worship. You cry 
out against coercion on one side but lose sight of pro
tection on the other. Here are what you would re
gard as two evils, and one or the other of them must 
be chosen; hence, would it not be better to have a 
Sunday law? Is not a village or neighborhood with 
a Sunday law where things are kept quiet better than 
one where everything runs riot on Sunday?" 

" 2. The position of the SENTINEL is no Bible in the 
schools if objected to by Catholics. Many of our text
books have the name of God in referring to him as 
Creator, etc. Suppose some atheist objects, shall his 
objection be sustained? Some 'fogy' objects to 
grammar being taught because he don't believe in it ; 
shall his objection be sustained ? 

"Does not the matter of finances, building school
houses, and selection of text-books lie with the majority f 
-It certainly does. Then if they choose to select the 
best of all books for a school reader have they not 
power to do so, even if it does not suit the majority? 

The first question has been answered many 
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times, but we will answer it again more in detail. 
The answer is very simple. The whole point is 
protection to religious worship on Sunday. This 
is the great plea that is made in favor of Sunday 
laws. People must be protected in their right to 
worship. We say so too ; but there is no neces
sity for Sunday laws in order to secure this undis
turbed worship. To show that this is so, we will 
make some extracts from the penal codes of a few 
of the States. Section 302 of the penal code of 
California reads as follows:-

" Every person who willfully disturbs or disquiets 
any assembly of people met for religious worship, by 
noise, profane discourse, rude or indecent behavior, 
or by any unnecessary noise, either within the place 
where such worship is held, or so near as to disturb 
the order and solemnity of the meeting, is guilty of 
misdemeanor." 

Such misdemeanor is punishable by "imprison· 
ment in the county jail not exceeding six months, 
or by fine not exceeding $500, or both." 

The Pennsylvania law reads thus:-
" If any person shall willfully or maliciously dis

turb, or interrupt, any meeting, society, assembly, or 
congregation convened for the purpose of religious 
worship, or for any moral, social, literary, scientific, . 
agricultural, horticultural, or floral object, ceremony, 
examination, exhibition, or lecture, such persons shall 
on conviction be sentenced to pay a fine not exceed
ing $50, and suffer an imprisonment. not exceeding 
three months, or both, or either, at the discretion of 
the court." 

Following is the reading of the penal code of 
New York on this subject:-

"Section 274. Disturbing religious meetings. A per
son who willfully disturbs, interrupts, or disquiets any 
assemblage of people met for religious worship, by any 
of the acts enumerated in the 'next section, is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. ' 

" Sec. 275. Definition of the offense. The following 
acts, or any of them, constitute disturbance of a relig
ious meeting :-

" 1. Uttering any profane discourse, committing any 
rude or indecent act, or making any unnecessary noise, 
either within the place where such meeting is held, 
or so near it as to disturb the order and solemnity of 
the meeting. 

" 2. Engaging in; or promoting, within two miles of 
the place where a religious meeting is held, any racing 
of animals or gaming of any description. 

" 3. Obstructing'in any manner, without authority 
of law, within the like disturbance, free passage along 
a highway to the place of such meeting." 

From the criminal code of Illinois we quote 
the following:-

" Whoever, by menace, profane swearing, vulgar 
language, or any unusual co:Qiiuct, interrupts or dis
turbs any assemblage c5fpeople met for the worship of 
God, shall be fined not exceeding $100. Whosoever, 
during the time of holding camp or field meetings for 
religious purposes, within one mile of the place of 
holding such meeting, hawks or peddles goods, ware~, 
or merchandise, or, without the permission of the 
authorities having charge of such a meeting, estab
lishes any tent, booth, or other place for provisions or 
refreshments, or sells or gives away, or offers tQ sell or 
give away, any spirits, liquor, wine, cider, or beer, or 
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engages in gaming, or horse-racing, or exhibits, m 
fairs, shall be fined not exceeding $100 in each offense." 
-Illinois Statutes, chap. 38,paragraphs 58, 59. 

Section 189 of the criminal code of Colorado 
reads thus:-

" Whoever shall be guilty of any noise, rout, or 
amusement on the first day of the week, called Sunday, 
whereby the peace of any private family may be dis
turbed, or who shall by a disorderly, immoral conduct 
interrupt or disturb the meeting, procession, or cere
mony of any religious denomination, on either a week
day or Sunday, such person so offending shall be 
guilty of misdemeanor, and upon conviction therefor 
shall be fined any sum not exceeding $50." 

Section 4,853 of the criminal code of Tennessee 
says:-

" If any -person willfully disturb or disquiet any 
assemblage of persons met for religious worship, by 
noise, profane discourse,.rude or indecent behavior, or 
any other act at or near the place of worship, he shall 
be fined not less than twenty nor more than two 
hundred dollars, and may also be imprisoned not ex
ceeding six months in the county jail." 

We do not know of any State that does not 
have similar provisions. It is very evident, there
fore, that Sunday laws are not needed in order to 
protect people in their right to rest and worship 
undisturbed on Sunday. A.nd since, notwithc 
standing the existence of these statutes, it is 
claimed that Sunday laws are needed in order 
to protect the Christian Sabbath, or, as the Blair 
Sunday-Rest bill says, " to protect the religious 
observance of the day," it is evident that the de
sire is not to protect those who do keep Sunday, 
since they have protection already, but to compel 
others to observe the Sunday religiously against 
their will. 

A. case in point occurred in this city not long 
since. A.t a public meeting, the pastor of the 

' First Presbyterian Church, and others, complained 
very bitterly that a service had been disturbed on 
the previous Sunday, by the beating of drums in 
a circus tent, which had been pitched adjoining 
his church. He stated that at times it had been 
almost impossible for the congregation to hear the 
sermon, because of the outside din. A.n impas
sioned plea was made for a Sunday law in Cali
fornia, so that congregations might be protected 
in their worship. The case was put very strongly, 
so as to excite sympathy, and no doubt many per
sons were moved by it to resolve to do all in their 
power to secure a Sunday law. Yet the readers of 
this article will see from the section quoted from the 
penal code of California, that ample provision 
aiready exists for the stopping of all such disturb
ances. The church where this thing happened is 
not more than two minutesZ walk from police 
headquarters, and it is safe to say to say that in 
five minutes from the first beat of the drum, the 
offenders might have been lodged in a cell at the 
police station. Yet those people endured all the 
disquiet, rather than avail therntelves of the pro
visions already made. Whywas this?-The only 
reason that can be given is that jf they had dem
onstrated that religious service can be conducted 
quietly, and that any disturbance to it can be 
promptly checked, they would deprive themselves 
of their strongest arguments for the enactment of 
the Sunday law. 

We trust that our friends will save these quo
tations that we have• made,•and secure others if 
they can, and use them whenever it is claimed 
that Sunday laws are a necessity in order that 
worship may be conducted undisturbed. 

The second question concerning the Bible in the 
schools might be answered briefly, as follows:-

1. ·The position of the SENTINEL is not simply 
"no Bible in the schools if objected to by the 

Catholics." We are utterly opposed to the teach
ing of the Bible in public schools, no matter 
whether desired by Catholics or Protestants, or 
both. The reason is that the schools established 
by the State wer~ not established for the purpose 
of teaching religion, and are not competent to do 
that work. What will be taught will be simply the 
empty shell, destitute of all power, for it is claimed 
that it is not desired to have the Bible in the 
schools for the purpose of teaching religion, but 
simply as a reading book. We reply that the 
Bible is essentially a religious book, and it is 
nothing ·less. The history and biography which 
it contains were written for . the sole purpose of 
showing God's dealings with men. They are 
practical object lessons in real piety, or else in the 
results of a failure properly to acknowledge God; 
and when the Bible is read or studied with any 
other object than to arrive at a knowledge of the 
religion which it inculcates, it is read and studied 
to no profit. 

There is no point in the argument that if the 
Bible is kept out of the schools, all books in 
which the name of God occurs should likewise be 
kept out, else some atheist will be disturbed. . It is 
a. matter of fact there is no such thing as a real 
atheist. This was well shown in a convention of 
so-called atheists in Paris a. few years ago, in 
which one of the leaders said, in an impassioned 
address, "I am an atheist, thank God." 

2. No one ever heard of a conscientious objec
tion to the teaching of grammar. There is no 
parallel whatever between the teaching of gram
mar and the teaching of the Bible. There is no 
difference of opinion concerning grammar, arith
metic, and geography. Those principles are well 
known and agreed to by all men of all nations 
and all classes. If the same thing were true in 
regard to the Bible, there could be no objection 
to having it taught in the schools. We say that 
if there were no disagreement as to the doctrines 
which the Bible teaches,-if all men who know 
anything about it were perfectly agreed upon it, 
as are all educated persons upon the principles of 
mathematics and language, and if there were no 
more possibility for a disagreement than there is 
upon the principles of these studies, there could 
be no objection to its being taught, because there 
would be nobody to object in that case. If a per
son did not want to study the Bible, l1e could re
frain from studying it, just as he can now refrain 
from the study of the common branches of knowl
edge, if he wishes to remain ignorant. 

This covers the whole ground. The trouble 
with those who plead for the Bible in the public 
schools, is that they do not discriminate between it 
and the common text-books. As we have before 
charged, they bring the Bible down to a level of 
grammar and geography; thus they convict them
selves of the very things . they charge us with, 
namely, of working against tnie religion and a 
real knowledge of the Bible. We think anyone 
can see the justness of our opposition. We are op
posed to the teaching of the Bible in the public 
schools, because we love the Bible, and we do not 
want to have people steeled against what influence 
it has in the world, by having it taught as a thing 
of no more importance than grammar. 

E. J.W. 

Constructive Crime. 

THE New York Independent of March 14, 
1889, presents a piece of news that most excel
lently serves to illustrate how the National Re
form theory of the ten commandments being 

made our civil and political code, may be made 
to work practically. The New York Times, be
ing opposed to Mr. Harrison's administration in 
general, and to Mr. Wanamaker, the new Post
master-General, in particular, declared that when 
Mr. '\V anamaker took the office as Postmaster
General he broke two of the ten commandments. 
The two commandments which the Times asserts 
that Mr. Wanamaker broke are the last two : "Thou 
shalt not bear false witness; " and," Thou shalt not 
covet." The Times says, however, that it does 
not suppose that Mr. Wanamaker was conscious 
of having violated either of them. Yet it asserts, 
nevertheless, that he did violate them both, and 
is therefore guilty of both. To sustain its indict
ment of Mr. Wanamaker, the Times testifies that 
he "contributed to a campaign fund of the Re
publican party that was expended in the most ex
tended scheme for bearing false witness against 
the majority of the American people, and in par
ticular against the leaders of that majority in pol
itics." That is the way in which, acc~rding to the 
Times, Mr. Wanamaker broke the ninth com
mandment. 

That he broke the tenth commandment is 
proved by the Times in this way: " Protection 
to American industries," says the Times, is a 
"form of covetousness." 

Mr. Wanamaker, having worked and contrib
uted for the protection of American industries, is 
therefore guilty of covetousness. And then the 
Times, according to its own estimate, having con
victed Mr. Wanamaker of such heinous crimes, 
gives vent to the doleful prospect before the 
country by the sore lamen&ation that "it is plain 
that we are in the presence of a pervading demor
a,lization such as the republic has never witnessed 
before." 

This proceeding is strictly in the line of the 
National Reform theory of government. If the 
ten commandments were the civil code of this 
country, then the Times could carry a case against 
Mr. W anamalwr upon that plea. Every action 
in the life of every man would fall within the 
purview of judicial investigation and process; be
cause there is nothing that a man may do that 
does not involve one or more of the ten com
mandments. Such a system of government as 
is proposed by the National Reform Association 
and its allies who are working so strenuously for 
religious legislation, would annihilate evm~y form 
of civil freedom, to 11ay nothing of religious free
dom. The evils of the old English process of 
" constructive treason" were not a circumstance 
compared with the state of affairs which this woukl 
create. 

Is It a Christian Nation? 

THE Christian Statesman of March 7 presents 
nearly two columns of selected matter under the 
heading of" Public Morals." The matter consists 
of six different items. The first item tells that 
thirty thousand children of school age in the 
city of Chicago are said to be addicted to the use 
of strong drink. The third item quotes from the 
New York Mail and l!.xpress that there "are 
something like ten million men and women in this 
country who do not hesitate to get drunk when
ever they feel like it, regardless of laws or any
thing else." 

The fourth item is fxom the New York corre
spondent of the Philadelphia Public Ledger, re
lating to the condition of things in the city and 
State of New York, stating that at Albany there 
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is the assembly ceiling fraud, by which the State 
treasury was robbed to the amount of $160,000, 
a systematic swindle carried on by the county 
clerk at Brooklyn; and that the investigation of 
the new West Washington Market disclosed "an 
amount of bribery and unclean politics that is 
making a bigger stench than the refuse of the 
market itself." Besides the Wall Street transac· 
tions of HenryS. Ives, and tbe bribing aldermen 
of '84, whose trial drags along, the account says 
that ''all these are merely links in what seems to 
be an almost endless chain of scandals." It men
tions county court house frauds, canal frauds, 
·acqueduct frauds, aldermanic frauds, custom 
house frauds, election frauds, and says: "One 
is. tempted to exclaim, ,in the language of Mac
beth, "What? will the line stretch out to the 
crack of doom?" 

The fifth item is a statement from Chicago 
that the Legislature of Illinois lately refused to 
pass an act to amend the divorce law, "which 
has become such. a reproach in the estimation of 
all good citizens." 

The sixth item discusses specially the report of 
.the United States Commissioner of Labor on " mar
riage and divorce," in which it is shown that the 
"divorce iniquity" is on the increase throughout 
the Nation ; that the annual rate of divorces for 
twenty years in the Nation has grown from 9,937 
to 25,535, the total number of divorces in the 
twenty years being 328,716, making 657,432 
persons divorced. And that more than 66,000 
of the divorces were for adultery. 

And yet the Christian Statesman determinedly 
insists that the people of this Nation must declare 
by an amendment to the Constitution that this is 
a Christian Nation. What more is needed to 
show the deplorable inconsistency of the Chris
tian Statesman than the evidence which is supplied 
in its own columns ? 'rhis is not a Christian N a
tion; and a national declaration that it is, would 
be a piece of natiOiolal blasphemy. 

Religious Persecution in Georgia. 

WE have already printed the Associated Press 
,dispatch, concerning the persecution of Mr. D. 
Conklin, a Seventh-day Adventist, in Georgia, for 
working on Sunday, but we republish it for the 
sake of the comments made upon it by the Alle
gan (Mich.) Jonrnal, from which the following is 
clipped. Sunday-law zealots would like to make 
it appear that all Seventh-day people who are or 
have been persecuted for working on Sunday were 
cranks and disputatious busybodies who deserved 
persecution on general principles; the following 
makes such an attempt impossible in this case:-

"D. Conklin, who was for several years a resident of 
Otsego, where he was greatly respected, recently 
moved to Milton County, Georgia, and has been 
brought into serious trouble by his religious opinions, 
which are those of the Seventh-day Adventists. 
· "Elder M. G. Huffinan, of that sect, has written a 

letter to the General Conference, at Battle Creek, in 
which he says:-

"' Mr. Conklin has been reported to the Grand Jury, 
and a bill found against him for working on Sunday, 
and all he did was to cut a few sticks of wood to build 
a fire-just what I have seen many others doing since 
I came to the State. The penalty for violating any 
portion of the law in this State is very severe. They 

·have what is known in this State as a " chain gang," 
where those who violate the law are taken, and ball 
and chain fustened to one leg, and they are made to 
work on the public roads and railroads, and those 
·who are put there are many of them treated worse 
than brutes; many have been whipped to death, and 

doubtless if he should be taken for working on Sun
day he would be compelled to work on the Sabbath 
or be whipped. What is your adviee? Should we 
be beaten in the Circuit Court? would you take the 
case to the Supreme Court? and if so can you help us? 
We are all poor here.' 

" This is the case of a man well known in this 
vicinity, and of whom his former neighbors speak in 
the highest terms. It scarcely seems credible that in 
the United States a man should be in danger of being 
sent to the chftin-gang because, after conscientiously 
keeping the seventh day of the week, he sees fit to 
chop wood on the first day, but it is nevertheless true, 
and there is a good deal of this same religious intol
erance in our very midst. With this, and other simi
lar experiences in view, is it strange that the Seventh
Jay Adventists are bitterly opposed to the Blair Sun
day-Rest bill, which would render them amenable to 
law in other parts of the Union if they did any work 
on Sundays-?" 

------~._ ______ _ 
The Blair Bill. 

Tms is the heading of the communication 
which follows, to which we herewith reply. 
While it is true that the Blair bill is dead, by 
the adjournment of Congress, yet the movement 
which resulted in the presentation of the Blair 
bill, is not dead, and we are assured that, as soon 
as the next Congress assembles, another bill will 
be presented, which will be even stronger than 
the one introduced by Senator Blair; therefore, it 
is not out of place to consider that bill even now. 
Following is the communication :-

"EDITORS oF THE AMERICAN SENTINEL:. I wholly 
misapprehend the meaning of the Blair bill, if it 
mean anything more than that some one of the days 
in each week shall be observed as a day of rest. To 
this construction of the bill, I give my unqualified 
assent; to any other meaning of the proposed law, I 
am uncompromisingly opposeu. I never will sup
port any law that takes from the citizen the tight to 
observe his own Sabbath according to his own con
victions of right. 

" It is in man's physical nature to need one day 
of rest in the week; all toiling creatures, whose mus
cular energy is strung to its highest pitch to drive 
life's varied pursuits, or to promote man's pleasure, 
need a time to recuperate these worn and often over
taxed powers. For them, as well as for man, I plead 
for one day of rest at least. With the same zeal I 
would plead for religious freedom ; I would compel 
no man to observe for rest, and for religious exercise, 
a sabbath that he believes is not the day appointed 
by the divine Being. When we give away one item 
of that faith, so well expressed by our institutions, 
we take one step toward that despotism that has over
run the hopes of religious freedom in the world, one 
step from the principles upon which our institutions 
were founded. 

"Am I mistaken in the meaning of the Blair bill? 
or are you not wrong in opposing a measure, a speci
fication, that is comprehended in the great principle 
upon which your faith is founded? 

"J. w. HERVEY, A. M., M. D. 
"Indianapolis, Ind., Feb. 4, 1889.'' 

The fact is, as our correspondent suggests, 
that he wholly misapprehends the meaning of the 
Blair bill. He certainly did not read it very 
closely or he could have seen that it did mean 
a great deal more than that some day in each 
week should be observed, but that any individual 
was at liberty to select his own day of rest. It 
was entitled a " bill to secure to the people the 
enjoyment of the first day of the week, commonly 
known as the Lord's day, as a day of rest, and to 
promote its observance as a day of religious wor
ship." In the new bill the word "protect" is to 
be substituted for" promote." Now this contem
plates nothing less than the enforcement of the 
observance of the first day of the week, and that 
upon every individual within the jurisdiction of 
the proposed law. 

That this is true, is shown by the first section, 
which says that "no person or corporation, or the 
agent, servant, or employe of any person or corpo
ration, s.hall perform, or authorize to be performed, 
any secular work, labor, or business to the dis
turbance of others, works of necessity, mercy, and 
humanity excepted ; nor shall any person engage 
in any play, game, amusement, or recreation to 
the disturbance of others on the first day of the 
week, commonly known as the Lord's day, or 
during any part thereof, in any territory, district, 
vessel, or place subject to the exclusive jurisdic
tion of the United States." In the new bill this 
is to be made stronger. Instead of prohibiting 
work, amusements, or such like, "to the disturb
ance of others," they propose to prohibit any 
work or amusement that is done "in public," 
whether it.disturbs anybody else or not. It needs 
no comment to show that our statement is true, 
that the purpose of the Blair bill is to compel 
everybody to keep Sunday. 

This is further shown by the introduction. It 
states that the object of the bill is to secure to the 
people the enjoyment of the first day of the week, 
and to promote, or protect, its observance as a 
day of religious worship. Now as we have be
fore shown in the SENTINEL, there are ample laws 
in every State to protect the people in their rest 
upon Sunday, and also to protect them in their re
ligious worship. There is no necessity for a Sunday 
law in order that people·may be protected in the 
el\ioyment of Sunday rest and worship. But 
note that it is not the people that are to be protected, 
but the day. The bill is "to protect the observ
ance of Sunday as a day of religious worship." 
That is a different thing from protecting the peo
ple. We protect a flower garden by building a 
fence around it, and putting up a sign warning 
people to keep off. So Sunday is to be protected 
as a day of religious worship by putting the fence 
of the law around it, and warning everybody not 
to trespass upon it. There is a vast difl"erence 
between protecting people in their worship on 
Sunday, and protecting Sunday as a day of relig
ious worship. The former, the State is in duty 
bound to do, just as it is in duty bound to protect 
all citizens, at all times, who conduct themselves 
peaceably. The latter it has no business whatever 
to do. 

Our friend says that he would give his unquali
fied sanction to a bill providing that some one of the 
days in each week shall be observed as a day of 
rest, and gives as his reason that man's physical nat
ure needs one day of rest in a week. We hardly 
think he has considered this matter carefully, or 
he would not make so sweeping an assertion. We 
agree that it would be all right for the Govern· 
ment to enact a law that every man may rest one 
day in each week, or, in other words, that no one 
shall be compelled to labor seven days in-a week. 
But that would be the same as saying that no 
peaceable, law-abiding citizen shall be interfered 
with in his right to conduct his own affairs as he 
pleases, and our laws already provide tl1at. It is 
a most pernicious idea that the State must com
pel a man by force to do everything that is for 
his physical or moral welfare. Let that princi
ple be admitted, and then every man's privilege 
of judgment is taken away. He is left no chance 
to decide what is good and what is bad. The State 
decides for h~, and he becomes simply a ma
chine to be manipulated by the Government. 
Moreover, such a principle as that invests the 
law-makers with infallibility, in that it assumes 
that they are fully qualified to decide what is best . 
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for every man, when, as a matter of fact, they 
may be farle.ss qualified than many men in pri
vate life. 

It is altogether a false assumption by National 
Reformers and their allies, that the Sabbath is 
for the purpose of securing to the people physical 
rest. The only Sabbath law that we know of is 
the fourth commandment, and that says nothing 
about man's nature requiring a weekly rest. The 
Sabbath was ordained for the purpose of worship, 
and for that alone. Of course, if it is observed, 
there is a benefit physically, but that is only a 
secondary matter in connection with the Sabbath 
observance; and when professed Christians ap
peal for Sunday laws on the basis of man's phys
ical necessity, they virtually deny the morality 
of the Sabbath. 
' Our correspondent says he never will support 
any law that takes from the citizen the right to 
obsei·ve his own Sabbath according to his own 
convictions of right. That is good, and we hope 
that after a little further consideration he will 
say with us, that he never will support any law 
that takes from the citizen the right to take his 
rest whenever he feels like it. 

. : National Reformers make the very specious 
plea that seventh-day people will be at full lib
erty to observe their Sabbath, even though a 
strict Sunday law be enforced. Now here 'is a 
query. Seventh-day people form a very small 
minority of the population of this country. Now 
if the Sunday-law advocates are sincere in their 
statements that they will lose their rest-day if 
they do not have a civil law to protect them, and 
to compel others to rest on that day; if they are 
sincere in their statement that "the liberty of 
rest for each depends upon a law of rest for all," 
how can they say that seventh-day people will 
have perfect liberty to keep their Sabbath even 
though a strict Sunday law be enacted? If the 
great majority of people, who profess to regard 
Sunday as a sacred day, cannot keep it without a 
law enforcing its observance, how can the very 
small minority of people who regard the seventh 
day holy keep that day with no civil law favoring 
it, but with a law which tends to compel them to 
use it for labor, by depriving them of one of their 
regular working days? We 'apprehend that no 
one will attempt to harmonize this. 

As a matter of fact, seventh-day people can 
and do observe Saturday strictly with no law to 
favor them, and even with laws discriminating 
against them; therefore, it is a self-evident fact 
that Sunday people may, if they will, observe the 
first day of the week without any Sunday law. 
'I:herefore, it is evident, still further, that the only 
reason why they desire a Sunday law is that they 
may compel others, against their will, to keep the 
day. Sunday laws are always and everywhere 
o-pl?ressive, immoral, and antichristian. 

E •. J. W. 

Pagan Tactics.: . 

lT has been the policy of the promoters of re
ligious legislation in this country to attribute 
public calamities to our so-called infidel Constitu
tion, and urge as a remedy for storms, earthquakes, 
yellow fever, and small-pox, that we vote the name 
of God into our Constitution. 

A rehearsal of this superstitious idea appeared 
in the Christian Statesrnan of March 7, in which 
the rain which fell on inaguration-day 1s attrib
gted ~o the anger of God be.c.au!le of the trains 

which brought the visitors to the capitol running 
on Sunday. 

Does God smile when the sun shines and frown 
when it rains? Is he, like mortals, subject to fits 
of impatience? and does he manifest his displeas
ure by sprinkling his victims with rain-water? 

The idea, though apparently harmless, involves 
a dangerous doctrine, and if acted upon will make 
some person or class of persons responsible for 
every public calamity, and thereby bring down 
upon them the fanatical frenzy of the ignorant 
and superstitious. 

A quotation from "Neander's Church History" 
(page 92), will show how well this doctrine served 
the purpose of the pagans: "If in hot climates 
long absence of rain brought on a drought; if in 
Egypt the Nile failed to irrigate the fields ; if in 
Rome the Tiber overflowed its banks ; if a con
tagious disease was raging ; if an earthquake, a 
famine, or any other public calamity occurred, 
the popular rage was easily turned against the 
Christians." That an enlightened and Christian 
people should have recourse to the same tactics is 
most astonishing. 

Are the Christian churches annually burned 
down, blown down, and wrecked by lightning to 
be considered special objects of God's wrath, and 
those left standing of his special care? No, it is 
but one of the many absurd deductions from Na
tional Reform principles, and· received its rebuke 
1,800 years ago from the lips of the Saviour when 
he assured his disciples that the men killed by the 
falling tower of Salome were not to be considered 
"sinners above all men which dwelt in Jerusalem." 

A. T. BALLENGER. 

Sunday Legislation. .. 
DO WE NEED IT? AND IS IT RIGHT? 

(From the Allegan, Michigan, Journal.) 

EDITORS JOURNAL: As the Sunday-law ques
tion is receiving some attention at the present 
time, please, permit a few remarks upon it, touch
ing some points brought out in the recent meeting 
held in Union Music Hall in the interests of the 
Blair Sunday-Rest bill. 

It seems strange, indeed, that Christianity in 
past ages when championed by but few, has been 
able to maintain and defend its doctrines success
fully, not only in the absence of civil laws in its 
favor, but in direct opposition to such laws; but 
that now, with a numerical strength of boasted 
millions, it is compelled to appeal to the civil law 
to save, as is claimed, one of its most cherished 
and important institutions. We are led to inquire 
if it is the same Christianity. To resort to civil 
power it would seem is a confession of weakness 
on the part of the church. 

In explaining the bill it was stated that its nat
ture and intent were such that should it pass and 
be strictly enforced the people of Michigan would 
not know, so far as effects are concerned, that 
there was such a law. If this be so, we query why 
it was thought necessary to call a mass-meeting of 
the citizens of Allegan, to consider the bill and 
urge its passage. · It might be well to call attention 
to that section of the bill which says : '' The same 
shall be construed so far as possible to secure 
the whole people rest from toil during the first day 
of the week, their mental and moral culture, and 
the religious observance of the Sabbath-day." 
That will include the people of Michigan. 

It was also stated that no such thing as relig
ious intolerance or infringement on the rights of 
conscience iii intended by the bill. Allowing this 

to have been the sincere opinion of the speaker, 
the best way to ascertain what it may do is to 
learn what has resulted from the enactment of 
similar laws in the past. In the States of Arkan
sas and Tennessee, in the years 1885-86, quite a 
number of respectable citizens, who, after having 
conscientiously kept the seventh day, went quietly 
about their work on the first day, were indicted, 
fined, and imprisoned, in accordance with the 
strict Sunday laws then in force in these States. 
Same were prosecuted for no greater offense than 
digging a mess of potatoes for dinner on Sunday. 
Only a few weeks ago a former resident of Otsego, 
and an observer of the seventh day, was taken up, 
in Georgia, for splitting an armful of wood on 
Sunday. So, whatever the intent of the Blair 
bill may purport to be, laws which permit such 
intolerance, and the taking of such advantages, 
are dangerous, and should never be enacted. The 
bill prohibits certain things "to the disturbance 
of others." But this is a very treacherous and 
uncertain qualification. Some people are very 
easily disturbed. To many the bill may appear 
quite harmless, but beneath a fair exterior is 
couched a most splendid opportunity for the exer
cise of religious bigotry, and an open sesame for 
intolerence and persecution. 

The Fresno (Cal.) Expositor of January 17 
has truly said : "Every despotism that ever 
cursed the world began in an innocent'way, but 
the beginning was not the end." 

Quite a different complexion is given to the ques
tion by those who are leaders in the cause, and 
have been longer in the way. The Christian 
Nation of September 28, 1887, said:-

," Let those who will, remember the Sabbath to 
keep it holy from motives of love and obedience ; the ' 
remnant must be made to do so through fear of law. 
We 'have no option." 

Rev. M. A. Gault, a vice-president of the N a

tiona! Reform Association, says:-
"Our remedy for all the malific influences is to 

have the Government simply set up the morallaw, 
and recognize God's authority behind it, and lay 
its hands on any religion that does not conform to 
it." And in a recent speech at College Springs, 
Ia., he said the means for accomplishing the de
sired object were four : (1) agitation; (2) petition; 
(3) the ballot; ( 4) the sword and bullet. 

These sentiments more nearly accord with the 
actual workings of such laws as that which the 
Blair bill contemplates, where they have been 
tried. 

There is nothing in man's physical nature that 
indicates a needed rest of one day in seven any 
more than one in six, five, or eight. Night is the 
time indicated by nature for such rest. A law 
compelling men to go to bed regularly every night, 
would be a more reasonable one from a physical 
standpoint than one requiring them to rest one in 
seven. The great design of the Sabbath was for 
a vastly higher and altogether different purpose, 
of which physical disengagement is but a necessity 
in the case. The Sabbath command is to remem· 
ber the day "to keep it holy," not because we 
are tired, but because" in six days the Lord made 
the heavens and the earth, and 
rested the seventh day." The day, to be of profit, 
must be employed in religious pursuits. A day 
of enforced idleness would prove a curse rather 
than a blessing, for Satan always finds some• 
thing for idle hands to do. 

The Christian Statesman of April 4 says:
" Labor ceases on that day [Sunday]; wages paid 

on Saturday are still, to some extent, in the hands of 
workingmen. The Sabbath is the great opportunity 
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for :filching these wages for drinks. Statistics show 
that on this day the sales of liquor, when unrestrained, 
are two and one-fifth times the average for other days, 
and the mischief done iS greater in the same propor
tion." 

This shows that for the best interests of society 
no day at all would better be kept unless it be 
kept "holy." But no one but God and religion 
can supply these hallowed influences. And UJ?.· 
less the Government has a right to step in, in the 
place of God, and compel men to go to church 
and be religious, it has no right to compel them 
to rest on the day set apart for these purposes. 

That the most prosperous men in the world are 
the best men is hardly a Bible axiom, to say the 
least. Wealth is not held out in that as a special 
inducement to right ac~ion. In that we read, 
"Sell what thou hast," and of those who~had "for-

. saken all;" David speaks of the "prosperity of the 
wicked," and James asks, "Hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world, rich in faith?" 

The statement that God had never abrogated 
the Sunday law of the decalogue need not be 
questioned, as the decalogue never knew of such 
a law. "Chambers's Encyclopedia" states that the 
first Sunday law either human or divine the 
world ever saw was Constantine's Sunday edict, of 
A. D. 321. 

It is a false impression that religious assemblies 
are protected from disturbance by Sunday laws. 
These and deliberative assemblies are protected by 
peace regulations, which apply to meetings held 
on one day as much as another, 365 days in the 
year. 

The Blair Sunday-Rest bill is an infringement 
on both civil and religious rights. It compels men to 
keep Sunday whether they believe in keeping it or 
not. This interferes with the individual right to 
use one's time as he sees fit, and is contrary to the 
principles of religious liberty and the right of 
choice. No man is compelled to work on Sunday, 
for every man chooses his vocation, and is at 
liberty to change it at any time. The Government 
has no right to enact compulsory laws for the ob
servance of any religious institution-the Sabbath 
no more than the Lord's Supper, or baptism. 
Christians cannot be manufactured by political 
machinery. The Government should protect men 
in their religious worship, and that it already 
does. Therefore, with the Christian Leader, of 
February 5, we would say to all ininisters on re
ligious matters, . ~~Keep within your pulpits."~ 
W.A."' Qolcord. t, , _____ ......,__.. ___ ,,, 

· Religious Legislation.,.-

ALMOST from the beginning of our country's 
career as an independent Government, efforts 
have been made by various individuals to bring 
into connection with its statutory laws divers re
ligious provisions. The latest and most thor
oughly organized effort in this direction, however, 
has been made by the so-called National Reform 
Association, which for several years past has 
been laboring with intense but misguided zeal to 
accomplish this result. As most of the readers 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL are doubtless aware, 
this movement has received a fresh impetus by 
the introduction, during the last Congress, of two 
bills by Senator Blair, one providing for religious 
instruction in the public >schools, the other being 
his well-known Sunday-Rest bill. 

That these bills were intended as religious 
measures no one can reasonably doubt, especially 
in view of the fact that they were introduced at 
the rtlQuest o~. AAd chlllllpioued by, the National 

Reformers, and others of their class, would learn 
what are the first principles of religion, and that 
enforced worship never did and never can con
stitute true and acceptable service to God. Per
haps if they understood this more perfectly, they 
would not desire to place themselves so conspic-
uously in God's stead. J. W. ScoLES. 

The United States Constitution. 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union, which is 
confessedly a religious organization. Their pas
sage was also earnestly advocated by the National 
Reform Association, which stands committed on 
the same issue by virtue of its constitution, which 
states the grand object of the society to be the 
securing of" such an amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States as will declare the 
Nation's allegiance to Jesus Christ, and its accept
ance of the moral laws of the Christian religion." 
It also proposes to place the existing Christian 
usages and im!titutions of our country on an "un- THE third argument advanced by the advo
deniable legal basis in the fundamental law of the cates of constitutional amendment is that the 
land." With such an outspoken statement of omission of all direct recognition of God and 
principles as this, it would not be expected that Christianity gives a basis for the claim that this 
the National Reformers would let slip such an is not a Christian Nation, and that there is no 
excellent opportunity to show their sincerity as warrant for the laws for the observance of the 
was offered by the bills in question. • Sabbath, for religious teaching in the schools, 

etc. 
How these two bodies of would-be reformers 

can shut their eyes to the legitimate consequences 
of the success of such a movement as this is diffi
cult to understand. We can readily see how it 
is that many good people might be led to favor 
the legislation proposed, because, at first thought, 
its real nature might not be apparent. But that 
any loyal American citizen, after carefully reason
ing out the logical result of such work, could 
favor the intolerance necessarily connected with 
this, or any other such scheme of religious legis
lation, we "do not believe. 

Legislation is right, and religion is right, 
and even religious legislation is right when 
it proceeds from proper authority, but that au
thority does not consist in the issuing of religious 
mandates by men, or even in God's commandments 
interpreted and enforced by human power. And 
whenever we see any class of men proclaiming 
their right to formulate civil laws to govern the 
religious belief of their fellow-men, we shall op
pose such intolerance with all our power, and 
enter a mpst vigorous protest. 

The word " legislation " comes from the Latin 
legis, or la'Y, and is defined by Webster to be" the 
act of legislating or enacting laws." We believe 
in law, and hold, in common with all good citi
zens, that without law anarchy must supervene. 
In fact, law is the foundation of all government, 
and a Government without law is simply no Gov
ernment at all. But because it is right for men 
to be governed by law, it does not necessarily fol
low that that law must be religious in its charac
ter. Far from it. The laws which govern men 
in their relations to each other must be, in the 
very nature of the cas~. as different from the laws 
governing their relation to God as God is differ
ent from man. Religion has direct reference to 
God and his worship, and is worship, in fact, in 
one sense of the word ; and in all senses of the· 
word is the recognition of some object of venera
tion or worship. We care not whether this ob
ject be animate or inanimate; whether it be sim
ply a principle, or Jehovah himself. The idea 
is the same. Religion is the recognition of the 
idea of deity, and religious legislation is simply 
the enactment oflaws professedly emanating from a 
divine source, and relating to divine government. 
But as no power, save that of their own wills, 
can lead men to pay reverence and homage to a 
Supreme Being, it follows that all efforts in the 
direction of religious legislation must end in fail
ure, whenever such legislation is controlled and 
con,ducted by men. 

When will people learn that no human power 
whatever can control the individual consciences of 
the childrenofmen? It would be well ifNational 

This argument reaches the real merits of the 
question, and it must in fairness be conceded that 
it is based upon truth. It is true that the omis
sion claimed does give a basis for the claim that 
this is not a Christian Nation, if we shall look no 
farther than the declarations of the Constitution 
for evidence of the fact. 

It is also true that such omission furnishes a 
basis for the claim that there is no warrant in our 
fundamental law for legislative enactment for the 
preservation of the Sabbath, for religious teach
ings in the schools, etc. It is not only fair that 
this much should be admitted, but it is also but 
fair that it should be admitted in broadest terms 
that it was intended that the Constitution should 
be construed just as the advocates of amendment 
no:w construe it in this regard; and that there 
.should not be found in the instrument any war
rant for legislation to require any to observe the 
Sabbath as a religious duty, or to enforce any re
ligious observance. 

The same constitutional principle would ap
ply to and render invalid any law requiring 
religious teaching in the public schools; or to 
any law which should have for its object the en
forcement of any act as a religious duty, or com
pulsory observance of any religious rite. Here I 
apprehend is where the real cause of discontent 
lies, and in this fact may be found the real cause 
for the agitation and demand for the amendment 
of the National Constitution. As evidence of this 
fact, let me again call attention to the concluding 
clause of the article of the constitution of the N a
tiona! Reform Association before quoted, which 
is in these words :-

"And to secure such an amendment to the Con
stitution of the United States as will declare the Na
tion's allegiance to Jesus Christ, and its acceptance of 
the moral laws of the Christian religion, and so indi
cate thitt this is a Christian Nation, and place all the 
Christian laws, institutions, and usages on an undeniable 
legal basis in the fundamental law ofthe land." 

There has long been a demand for an advance 
in legislation upon questions relating to morality 
and religion, and it is found by the advocates of 
amendment, that tl1e National Constitution marks 
a line of limitation as to such laws and prohibits 
them to the extent that they may not be enforced 
upon a religious basis ; and hence it is that an 
amendment is demanded which shall recognize. 
the Christian religion as a part of the fundamental 
law, and this accomplished, all our laws affectillg 
men's conduct may be made to conform to the 
moral laws of the Christian religion. The ques
tion in this view of it becomes a serious one. It 
is not only a demand for a declaration which shall 
express the religious sentiment of the people, but 
.it is a demand for such change in our fundamental 
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I 
law as will authorize legislation to control men's 
conduct to that extent which would destroy relig~ 
iousJiberty and freedom of conscience, which we 
now regard as our most sacred natural right. 

From whence comes this demand for greater 
power to legislate upon questions. of m?r~lit! and 
religion ? It is believed to have Its ori?m m t~e 
old spirit of intolerance, or in unrestramed re~Ig
ious enthusiasm. We are accustomed to thmk 
that the age of persecution and intolerance in t~e 
name of religion has passed. We know that m 
our own country men have been tortured, perse
cuted and banished for no other offense than that 
in religious belief they differed with the majority. 
But that time, we say, has happily passed. But 
has it in fact entirely passed away? may we not yet 
trace the evidences of the same spirit in matters 
of religious belief and practice among ou~ people 
to-day? It is undeniabl{l that the same spmt does 
yet exist among the people, and it is neither diffi
cult to discover or trace to its logical results as a 
motive to action. There are vastly more people 
than commonly believed. who would be glad to 
enforce acquiescence in their own religious opin
ions by law. No observing person can doubt that 
there are many good people in every community 
who would feel especially favored if they were 

·privileged to prohibit our comfortable enjoyment 
of the Sabbath, our newspaper, and perhaps our 
comfortable Sunday dinner, and woul4 feel special 
delight in depriving us of tobacco ; they would be 
glad to regulate our conduct in many ways ac
cording to their own standard. 

Then we have in every community the other 
lass whom we· speak of without irreverence. or 

disrespect. They are the religious enthusiasts, 
without balance of judgment. These are the 
worms of the dust, who are only here temporarily. 
With this class all joy and merriment is frivolity 
and worldliness. They do not see how one can 
be joyous and happy when there is so much 
wickedness and sin in the world. These are the 
people who expect God in some mysterious way 
to pay their rent. They go into business with
out capital and trust the Lord to interpose his 
providence in some way to pay their debts and 
give them success. They would minister the con
solation of religion to the starving, and would not 
think to relieve the suffering with bread. With 
this class there is nothing in this world calling to 
duty, or for man's serious consideration, except the 
church and its agencies. They express their 
readiness and anxiety to leave this wicked world 
at any hour, and they do not understand why the 
good doctor smiles when they appear among the 
first to be vaccinated. They are good people in 
their way, well meaning and sincere; but they 
misconceive their true relations to human society. 
It would pain them exceedingly to realize that 
they were a real hindrance in the great work of 
the church, but if the fact may be stated with
out disrespect, they are. This class of our good 
people are in favor of the Constitutional Amend
ment, and they are the class who most earnestly press 

. their demands for advanced legislation regulating 
men's moral conduct beyond the line now permitted 

. by ourorganic laws. This class of good people, and 
those in whom dwells the old spirit of intolerance, 
cl\nstitute largely, it is believed, the moving cause 
which has influenced the agitation and demand 
for constitutional amendment of the character 
under discussion. 

Having seen that a change in our National 
Constitution is essentially necessary, as claimed by 
the advocate~, ,9f~e~ Pel9J:~ ¥~lkloc;:~.u 

be passed to regulate human conduct in accord
ance with the Christian religion, it becomes an inter
esting subject ofinquiry whether such advanced 
laws are desirable, and whether they are consistent 
with the natural rights of men, and whether such 
a ch;nge as would necessarily result in our system 
of government would be of advantage or other
wise. This suggests an examination of the theory 
of government upon which our present Constitu
tion is based, and the theory upon which the 
proposed amendment would place it, so far as re
lated to the subject under discussion._.:Hon. John 
L. Rupe, Richmond; Ind. 

Sectarian Appropriations. 

THE total amount of taxes to be levied in this 
•city for the current year is $33,800,000, and of 
this amount $13,000,000 go for State purposes, 
and $20,80.0,000 are used to defray municipal 
expenses. The sum of $1,142,232.61 is appro
priated to charitable and benevolent institutions 
in this city, which, being classified according to 
their characters, as public, private, Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, and Jewish, are receiving aid 
from the funds of the city as follows :-

NON-BEaJ'ARIAN, PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 

New York Asylum for Idiots ................. $ 
Hudson River State Hospital.. ............. . 
New York Institution for the Blind .... .. 
New York Institution for the Instruction 

of the Deaf and Dumb ................... .. 
New York Juvenile Asylum ......... _, ...... . 
New York State Lunatic Asylum ......... . 
State Asylum for Insane Criminals, Au-

burn .............................................. . 

972 00 
7,957 20 
8,750 00 

15,750 00 
112,500 00 

1,200 00 

5,895 68 

Total............................................ $153,124 88 
NON·$EaJ'ARIAN, PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS. 

American Female Guardian Society ........ $ 25,000 00 
Children's Aid Society.......................... 70,000 00 
Institution for Improved Instruction of 

Deaf Mutes...................................... 17,080 00 
New York Infant Asylum.................... 90,297 50 
New York Infirmary for Women and 

Children ........................................ . 
New York Society for the Relief of the 

Ruptured and Crippled ................... .. 
Nursery and Child's Hospital.. ........... .. 
State Homeopathic Asylum for the In-

sane .............................................. .. 
Five Points House of Industry ............. .. 
New York Magdalen Benevolent Asylum 

and Home for Fallen Women .......... .. 

4,500 00 

26,250 00 
110,000 00 

3,000 00 
10,400 00 

440 00 

Total............................................ $356,967 50 
SEaJ'ARIAN, PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL, 

The Children's Fold of the City of New 
York ................... , ........................... $ 17,680 00 

Protestant Episcopal House of Mercy.... 9,134 63 
The Shepherd's Fold of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church in the State of New 
York ............................................. . 5,000 00 

----
Total ............................................ $ 31,814 63 

SEaJ'ARIAN, ROMAN CATHOLIC. 

Association for Befriending Children and 
Young Girls .................................... $ 7,280 00 

St. Joseph's Institution for the Improved 
Instruction of Deaf Mutes................... 20,700 00 

Foundling Asylum of the Sisters of Char-
ity.................................................. 252,345 60 

New York Catholic Protectory.............. 254,000 00 
Roman Catholic House of the Good 

Shepherd......................................... 6,000 00 
----

Total............................................ $.540,325 60 
SOOI'ARIAN, JEWISH. 

Hebrew Benevolent Society of the City 
of New York ........................ ~.......... $60,000 00 

Grand Total ................................. $1,142,232 61 
Non-sectarian ..................... $510,092 38 
Sectarian ............................. 632,130 23 

From these figures it appears that the Protest- · 
ant Episcopal Church in this city will, from the 
city treasu.ry, during the current year, receive 
the sum of $31,814.63 for the support of chari
table institutions under its special direction,· in 
wbich the religious tenets of that church are 

. ta,ught.i.at~lm~~m:.w-~ will. 

get the sum of $549,325.60 from the same source 
to aid them in supporting their charitable and 
sectarian institutions; and that the Jews will, 
from the same source, get $60,000 for a like pur
pose. The aggregate of these several sums, dis
tributed among the three mentioned religious 
sects, is $632,130.23, of which the Catholics will 
get the lion's share, while the aggregate expended 
for non-sectarian charities under the control and 
management of the•city government is $510,092.-
28. More than half of the whole sum appropri
ated for charitable and benevolent institutions 
will go to institutions originated and manag~d by 
religious sects, in which their peculiar religious 
tenets are taught. Such, in plain words, is the 
exhibit which these figures present to the tax
payers of this city. 

We have no objections that Catholics, Episco
palians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Jews, 
and even infidels, should organize as many pri
vate charities as they choose, and in the same 
teach their own religious tenets, provided always 
that they will be content to foot tile bills thereof 
out of their own funds. This is their unquestion
able right. But when religious sects seek to use 
the funds raised by general taxation for the sup·· 
port of their sectarian charities, either in whole or 
in part, then they in effect ask the people, through 
the system of compulsory taxation, to aid them in 
their work of special religious propagandism. To 
this we do most decidedly object, and would not 
appropriate a single dollar of public money for 
any such purpose. Every dollar thus appropri
ated in aid of a private sectarian charity, or in 
aid of a private sectarian school for the educa
tion of children, is misused and diverted from the 
purpose for which it was raised by taxation. The 
fundamental principle of our institutions is that 
the friends of religion must pay its bills by volun
tary contributions, and that the public money 
shall be used only for purposes in which all the 
people have a common interest. 

To compel a taxpayer to help support Cathol
icism, whether he wishes to do so or not, by us
ing for this purpose a part of the money collected 
from him as a tax, is to him a gross injustice. 
This injustice is avoided only by leaving all the 
religious sects to pay all the bills of their special 
propagandism. There should be no departure 
from this rule in a solitary instance or to the 
amount of a dollar.-N. Y. Independent, Jan
uary 10, 1889. 

WE notice considerable agitation in regard to 
the Blair Educational Amendment. This should 
certainly. be carefully discussed by the American 
people. The provision of the second section, f?r 
the maintenance in each State of free schools; m 
which the "principles of the Christian religion" 
shall be taught, is not in accord with the prin
ciples of American Government. While it may 
be well enough to class this as a Christian coun- · 
try, the establishment of a Christian Gover~~ent 
is quite another thing. Many of our best citizens 
are not adherents of the Christian religion, the 
believers in the Hebraic and other doctrines 
numbering millions; ~gain, the establisl1ment 
by law of "the Christian religion" would neces
sitate the definition by law of what is the Chris
tian religion. The range from Catholicism, Pres
byterianism, and like creeds, to Universalism and 
other beliefs even more liberal, is great, and it 
would be hard to make a general definition that 
would not work a hardship upon some denomi
nation of even those who profess to be followers 
of Christ. This Nation cannot afford to take a 
step that so manifestly points to ultimate the
.QCJ:l<\!J~.f~ ~11-#.1£ J.iJ!~r:D. ilf'dJt~tblican • 
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TrrE American Sabbath Union has already ap
pointed ·a vice-president of the society for Okla
homa. The appointee is Rev. B. C. Swartz, a 
l\Iethodist. 

THE officers of the National Reform Associa
tion for the coming year are the same as last 
year, with the addition of I. N. Hays, of Alle
gheny, Penn., as" district secretary. We are 
glad if the association has ceased to elect dead 
men to office. 

ON the walls of the room in which the recent 
National Reform Convention assembled were the 
following mottoes: "Righteousness E:x:alteth a 
Nation ; " " The Bible in the Schools;" "A 
Scriptural Divorce for the Nation ; " "The Sab
bath-Rest Bill;" "The Blair School Amend
ment;" "Remember the Sabbath to Keep It 
Holy;" "Christ the King of Nations." 

WE do not know which to be amused at the 
most-the audacious presumption of a man like 
Col. Elliott F. Shepard giving instruction on the 
Sabbath question to a body of Baptist ministers, 
lecturing them on the meaning and force of the 
fourth commandment, or the docility with which 
the reverend doctors of divinity listened to the 
law as laid down by this new convert. Is it true, 
as sporting men say, that "money talks"? 

.A RECENT number of the Christian Instructor 
(Reformed Presbyterian) contained the following, 
which th~ Cynosure thought good enough to re
print without comment:-

"A Hungarian applied to be naturalized at the 
Court of Common Pleas in this city last week. The 
court officer asked him if he swore or affirmed. He 
replied that he did neither. He was asked if he did 
not believe in a God, and he answered that he did 
not believe in a deity of any kind. Judge Arnold 
promptly told him that he could not be naturalized, 
as he could not take an oath of allegiance, and added, 
'We do not want any more infidels in this country. 
There are enough in it as it is.' The applicant left 
the court discomfited. "Of course the secularists will 
protest against this action, but all good and true citi
zens will applaud it.'' 

This is National Reform with a vengeance. 
If they do such things now, what will they not 
do when they get the Constitution fixed to suit 
them ? They have already declared that the 
success of their movement would "disfranchise 
every logically consistent infidel," and it must be 
that their movement has nearly succeeded. Of 
course if the man would not declare allegiance to 
the United States Government, he could not be
come a citizen of the United States; but for the 
judge to refuse to admit him to citizenship be
cause he was an infidel, was a most unwarranted·as
sumption of authority. We should like to know 
how far we shall .be from having a union of 
Church and State when a man must pass the 
same test to become a citizen that he would have 
to pass to become a church-member. 

We make no plea for infidelity; it is unreason-

able and absurd, to say nothing more. But we 
do make a plea for individual rights. A man is 
a man, no matter what his belief; and a Chris
tian is entitled to no more right as a man than is 
an infidel. We want no self-constituted infallible 
popes in this country, who will make every man's 
liberty depend upon his acquiescence to their 
opinions. 

THE Union Signal of April 25 speaks of the 
National Reform Convention, then in session at 
Pittsburg, as a " convention which, in the impor
tance of themes discussed, is second to none that 
has met within the decade." It says that "it 
convenes in response to the call of the National 
Reform Association for a conference on the Chris
tian principles of civil government." This shows 
that the organ of the Woman's Christian Temper
ance Union is fully committed to the cause of so
called National Reform. 

CoMMENTING on Colonel Elliott F. Shepard's 
wild flights into the domain of theology, since 
he became head of the Sunday crusade, and 
of his reckless assertions, which are due both 
to his zeal as a young convert, and to his 
utter ignorance of the Bible and church history, 
the Sabbath Recorder well says:-

"The new field of theology which the Mail and 
Express has lately entered, demands an amount of accu.
racy and carefulness in statement to which the aver
age daily newspaper is somewhat a stranger. If Col
onel Shepard is to become ' a pastor of pastors,' and 
'a brilliant reformer,' as the New York dailie1faflsert, 
it will be well for him to read up a little on church, 
history, and to recognize the truth that, as a rule, it is 
best to give a fair amount of facts when dealing with 
history, and especially with New Testament history. 
A little leisure for the study of the New Testament 
would be an excellent recreation for the Mail and Ex
press.'' 

WE give herewith the program of the Quar
~ter-Centennial National Reform Convention, held 
in Pittsburg April 23-25. We have received 
verbatim reports of the principal speeches, but too 
late for review in this number. In future num
bers, beginning with next week's SENTINEL, we 
shall review them at length, but this will enable 
the reader to form an idea of the scope of the con-
ference:- -' 

FIRsT SESSION, TuEsDAY, 23n, 7:30 P.M.-John Alex
ander, Chairman. Remarks by John Alexander, Esq., 
of Philadelphia, first President of National Reform As
sociation. 

Memorial Oration, "Twenty-five Years of the Na
tional Reform Movement." By the Rev. T. P. Stev
enson, D. D., ofPhiladelphia, Corresponding Secretary. 

" The Purity and Stability of the Government in 
Relation to the Progress of Christianity.'' By the 
Rev. I. N. Hays, D. D., of Allegheny, Pa. 

SECOND SFSSION, WEDNESDAY, 24TH, 9 A. M.-Samuel 
Collins, Chairman. "The Nation's Responsibility for 
Her Immigrant Population.'' By the Rev. James 
Morrow, D. D., Secretary of the Pennsylvania Bible 
Society. 

"The Oath and Its Abuses; or, Profanity a National 
Evil." By H. McAllister. 

" The Labor Problem from a Christian Point of 
View.'' By the Rev. Chas. A. Blanchard, President 
of Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 

Resolutions. 
Discussion. 
THIRD SESSION, WEDNESDAY, 24TH, 2:30 P. M.-Chas. 

A. Blanchard, Chairman. "Popular Objections to Na
tional Reform.'' By the Rev. Prof. Aaron Ritten
house, D. D., Professor of English History and Litera
ture, Dickinson College, Pa. 

"The State and the Family.'' By the Rev. Geo. K. 
Morris, D. D., Philadelphia. 

"Peace and Arbitration.'' By Mrs. Mary A. Wood
bridge, Secretary ofthe World's W. C. T. U. 

Resolutions. 

Discussion. 
FOURTH SESSION, WEDNESDAY, 24TH, 7:30 P. M.-Mrs. 

Woodbridge, Chairman. The Sabbath Question: 
"Liberty and the Sabbath.'' By the Rev. Wilbur F. 
Crafts, D. D., Field Secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union. 

"The Sabbath and How to Maintain It.'' By Mrs. 
Josephine C. Bateham, Superintendent of Sabbath 
Observance for the National W. C. T. U. • 

"Our Sabbath Laws.'' By the Rev. S. F. Scovel, 
D. D., President of Wooster University. 

Resolutions. 
Discussion. 
FIFTH SESSioN,TnuRSDAY,25rH,9A.M.- -McNarey, 

Chairman. The School Question and Other Practical 
Issues : " The Romish Assault on the Common 
Schools:'' By the Rev. D. McFall, Boston. 

"The Secular Theory of Education." By the Rev. 
D. McAllister, D. D., LL.D., Pittsburg, Pa. 

"The Chinese Question.'' By the Rev. S. L. Bald
win, D. D., Secretary of the Methodist Episcopal Mis
sionary Society, New York. 

Resolutions. 
Discussion. 
SIXTH SESSION; THURSDAY, 25TH, 2:30 P.M.-Mrs. 

Swift, Chairman. The Prohibition of the Liquor 7 raff'w: 
Address. Theme : " Does the Buzz-Saw, Saw?" By 
the Rev, Geo. P. Hays, D. D., LL.D., Kansas City, Mo. 

Address. Mrs. Mary A. Woodbridge, Secretary W. 
C. T. U., not present at the time calledfor. 

Resolutions. 
Discussion. 
SEVENTH SESSION, THURSDAY, 25Tn, 7:30P.M.-" Pro

hibition- Notes-Staccato.'' By the Rev. Herrick 
Johnson, D. D., LL.D., Chicago, Illinois. 

" Christian Government and Foreign Missions.'' 
With discussion of the liquor traffic in its bearing on 
foreign peoples. By the Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D. 
D., Philadelphia. 

Sunday-Law Methods in Michigan. 

IN a recent mass-n{eeting held in Allegan, 
Mich., called by the ministers of the place in 
the interests of the Blair Sunday bill, the peti
tions circulated for signatures consisted simply of 
blank paper. The people were urged to sign 
the "petition," being assured that after they had 
done so, the slips would be collected, pasted to
gether, and the "appropriate heading" affixed to 
them. No explanation was made as to how the 
petition was to read; whether the undersigned 

_were "adult residents of the United States, 
twenty-one years of age or more," or not. Conse
quently, children were allowed to .sign the spot
less and wordless document. At this juncture, 
some five or six speeches having been made by 
various divines, attorneys, and merchants, a law
yer arose in the audience, and, after remarking 
that there had been considerable complaint as to 
the methods employed by this side in obtaining 
signatures, etc., said. he had signed the other peti
tion, and would like two minutes to state why he 
did so, upon which the chairman very promptly 
informed him that they did not care to hear him. 
Such are some of the blind methods of promoting 
the Sunday cause, and such a sample of the free
dom of speech allowed under a Government ruled 
by the church.-W. A. 0., in Review an,d Herald. 
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ANY religion that seeks the protection of hu
man government thereby admits its own weakness 
and lack of vitality. A religion that cannot es
tablish itself is unworthy of alliance with govern
ment, and should not have its protection., This 
movement is subversive of liberty, and conducive 
to religious sham and parade.-Reason. 

THE Iron Mountain Railway, a branch of the 
Missouri Pacific system, has given Rotice that all 
unnecessary Sunday trains, both passenger and 
freight, will bl3 discontinued on that road after 
May 1. It does well. Any railroad that is in 
the habit of running unnecessary trains on any 
day in the week ought to discontinue them if it 
wishes to make any money. 

THE Pearl of Days says that "nearly nine 
thousand persons witnessed the Sunday base-ball 

·game at Ridgewood, L. I., on Sunday, April14." 
And so it is everywhere. It is an undeniable 
fact that the majority of people in the United 
States do not regard Sunday religiously. There
fore the attempt of the American Sabbath Union 
to enforce the religious observance of the day is 
an attempt on the part of the minority to over
ride the will of the majority. Such people have 
no right to apply the word American to them
selves. 

THE New York World says:-
"The fact that the restriction of Sunday trains on 

the New York Central Road to business only which 
will not bear delay, is to be accompanied by corre
sponding reduction of pay, robs the change of all attract
ive:{less to the employes concerned. Similarly the 
movement to persuade the street-car companies to re
duce the Sunday transportation service will prove 
unpopular with the men when it is known that it 
means a diminished opportunity to earn money. It 
will scarcely be contended that seven days' pay can 
be regulal'ly given for six days' work, and this ap
pears to be a necessary condition to bring the philan
thropists :>nd those whom they desire to benefit 
together on the same ground." 

That shows clearly the full extent of the work
ingmen's desire for a Sunday law. If those who 
work on Sundays could get the same wages for 
six days' work that they now do for seven, they 
would very naturally like to have Sunday work 
stopped. So they would like to have work 
stopped every day in the week, if they could get 
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as much money by lying idle as they now get by 
working. As we have often stated, money, and 
not conscience, rules in this matter. If a man is 
conscientious in regard to Sunday observance; he 
will not work on Sunday, and nobody can compel 
him to, law or no law. If he is not conscientious 
as to Sunday observance, and chooses to work on 
that day, nobody has any right to interfere and 
say that he must rest. To do so would be fully 
as great an infringement of his liberty as it would 
be to compel him to work on Sunday if he didn't 
want to. The Sunday-law people talk against 
monopolies, yet they propose to build up the 
greatest monopoly this country has ever seen. 

Dr. Crafts at Pittsburg. 

THE event of the evening of the second day of 
the National Reform Convention at Pittsburg 
was the speech by Dr. Crafts, entitled,'" Liberty 
and the Sabbath." With the exception of the 
speech by Dr. McAllister on the "School. Theory 
of Education," this was the only one of the 
speeches, so far as we have received them, con
taining anything worthy of notice. That which 
makes this speech noteworthy is not its logic, be
cause it has none, but the perverted ideas of lib
erty to which the speaker gave expression. In 
the beginning of his speech, he referred to the 

'Sunday-law petition, copies of which had been 
placed in the seats, and which he read. It has 
been changed somewhat, so we will quote it. as it 
now reads:-

" To the United States Senate.-The undersigned or
ganizations and adult residents of the United States, 
twenty-one years of age or more, earnestly petition 
you to pass a bill forbidding in the Government's 
mails, military service, and inter-state commerce, and 
in the District of Columbia, and Territories, all Sunday 
tmffic and work, excepting works of necessity and 
mercy, and such private work by those who religio)lsly 
and regularly observe another day of the week, by ab
staining from labor and business, as will neither inter
fere with the general rest nor with public worship." 

Concerning this, Mr. Crafts said: " It may be 
best to define it as a supplement to the State Sab
bath law, by doing through Congress what the 
States cannot do,-giving protection to thousands 
beyond the jurisdiction of the State laws." From 
this it seems that Mr. Crafts's idea of liberty and 
protection is that they shall be guaranteed only 
to those who think as he does; and that every
body else must be deprived of liberty and pro
tection. Mr. Crafts k-nows as well as we do that 
public worship is already protected, and that no 
Sunday law could afford any better protection 
to it· than it has now. His continually harping 
on that string shows that he is working for a law 
from some other motive than that of reason and 
regard for religion. 

While we are talking about protection to re
ligious worship, it may not be amiss to inquire 

NUMBER 18. 

why those who religiously and regularly observe 
another day, are not entitled to as much protec
tion as those who observe the first day. If Mr. 
Crafts says it is because those who observe an
other day are in the wrong, then he contradicts 
his statement that the Sunday law is not a relig
ious law .. To say that Saturday is not the correct 
day for Christians to observe, and to say th~t 
Sunday is the proper day, and ought, therefore, to 
be enforced by the State, is to say that the State 
should decide for people on questions of religious 
duty, or, in other words, that the State should act 
as Pope. 

But the answer which Mr. Crafts does give 
is that those who observe another day are so few 
that they are not worth noticing. In his speech 
he spoh of the opposition to his movement as 
composed of" two little Christian sects, professedly 
Christian,-the Seventh-day Adventists and Sev
enth-day Baptists, who, with the Jews, make 
about one per cent. of the population." Of course 
he knows that his wished-for law will work great 
disadvantage to these people, but he philosophic
ally answers that it is better for a few to suffer in 
order that many may be benefited. This is what 
the false-hearted high priest Caiaphas said when 
the council were considering whether or not Je
sus should be tolerated. He said that it was ex
pedient that one man should die in order that the 
whole nation should not perish. So, in order to 
save the nation, they put the one man to death ; 
nevertheless, the whole nation miserably perished, 
and for the very reason that they rejected Jesus 
in order to save themselves. 

Now we will say this, that any law which 
works injustice to a single individual in a nation, 
is an unjust law; and the man that talks about 
securing liberty for the multitude by means of a 
law which shall deprive a few equally deserv
ing persons of their liberty, shows that he does 
not understand the first principles of liberty and 
justice, but is at heart a tyrant. True liberty 
knows no favoritism. It may seem to some of the 
Sunday-law workers that liberty for the people · 
can be obtained only by a law which will de
prive some people of their liberty; but they will 
find in the end, that they are grievously mistaken, 
as did the Jewish people who crucified Christ 
in order that they might retain their nationality. 
Their ideas of liberty, and of gaining it, are just 
such ideas as were held by Napoleon, who, in 
order to gain his ends, which no doubt he forced 
himself to believe were for the good of the people, 
heartlessly sacrificed thousands of men. When 
people find that in their supposed march to lib
erty they are obliged to trample upon the rights 
of a single individual, they should halt, and take 
that as a sure indication that they are on the wrong 
road. 

Referring to the observers of the seventh day 
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as in the front rank of opposers to the Sunday
law movement, he said that they constituted but 
one per cent. of the population, and added, "And 
yet they would have the other ninety-nine per 
cent. yield their convictions in this matter." To 
this we have to say, first, that the observers of the · 

, seventh day do not ask anybody to yield their 
convictions, unless their convictions are that every
one who does not observe Sunday should be 
deprived of their civil rights. Sunday-law advo
cates profess to think that the opposers of their 
movement want to deprive them of their rest
day. Nothing could be more untrue. The op
posers of the Sunday law are perfectly willing 
that everybody who wishes to keep Sunday should 
be allowed the fullest liberty to do so, and be 

. protected in his worship on that day to the fullest 
extent. We challenge Mr. Crafts, or any of his 
co-workers, to quote a single line from any op
poser of the Sunday law, whether he be Christian, 
Jew, or infidel, which could possibly be construed 
as indicating any desir~ whatever to deprive any 
individual of the fullest liberty to rest and to 
worship on Sunday. The intolerance is all on 
the other side. It is the Sunday-law advocates 
who have such overweening ambition to rule, that 
they cannot enjoy their Sunday rest so long as 
any person who differs with them is granted free
dom of action. The opposers of the Sunday-law 
movement simply ask equal and exact justice for 
all. 

Again, by l1is statement that the seventh-day 
people, who, as he says, form one per cent. of the 
population, would have the other ninety-nine per 
cent. yield their convictions in this matter, 
he conveys the idea that ninety-nine per 
cent. of the population of the United. States have 
decided convictions in favor of Sunday. Now 
if that were true, they would not be asking for a 
Sunday law. If ninety-nine per cent. of the pop
ulation of the United States were conscientious 
observers of the Sunday, the day would be ob
served so strictly that the labor that would be done 
by the one per cent. would not make a ripple on 
the surface of society. But let us look at figures 
for a moment. The population of the United 
States is about sixty-five million, but the number 
of church-members in the United States, both 
Protestant and Catholic, is not more than thirteen 
million. That is, only twenty per cent. of the 
people of the United States are even nominally 
Christian. This is a good deal less than ninety
nine per cent., but not all of these church-members 
are desirous of a Sunday law. We have in our 
possession the statements of prominent religious 
workers to the effect that the larger part of the 
present disregard for Sunday is due to members 
of churches. It is repeatedly stated that if it 
were not for the patronage of church-members 
the Sunday newspaper could not exist. Cer
tainly, then, the conviction that Sunday should 
be observed strictly cannot be overwhelmingly 
strong, even among the small minority of the peo
ple who are nominally Christian. Then there 
are many thousands of people who conscientiously 
observe the first day of the week, who are as 
strongly opposed to a Sunday law as any seventh
day person can possibly be. Mr. Crafts himself 
only claims ten million petitioners for the Sunday 
law; but the analysis of the petition presented to 
Congress shows that only a few hundred people 
actually signed the petition; and it is making a 
very lilteral estimate to say that the entire num
ber of people in the United States, who are zeal
ous for a Sunday law, is less than a million. So 

then we may say that one per cent. of the popula
tion desire a Sunday law, and are determined to 
have it in spite of the opposition, and the passive 
indifference, of the other ninety-nine per cent. 

Mr. Crafts says: "It is a very shallow objection, 
the attempt to charge that this is at the bottom of 
a Catholic conspiracy to put Catholicism in this 
country." We do not know of anybody who 
makes this charge. We know very well that 
the Roman Catholics are not at the bottom of 
this movement. \V e should not think any the 
worse of it if they were. We know that there 
are many Catholics who are opposed to it. All 
the wickedness in the world ~does not result from 
what is called Catholicism, neither is all the 
goodness bound up in Protestantism. Those 
who are engineering this ~unday movement call 
themselves Protestants, but they have not the 
faintest conception of what Protestantism is. 
Protestantism derives its name from the protest 
of the German Princes at the Diet of Spires 
against religious interference with the Government 
and the rights of the people. A man is not nec
essarily a Protestant because he calls himself one. 
When these professed Protestants labor for the 
very thing against which the German Princes 
protested, they show that they are not Protest
ants, but Papists, at heart. 

Mr. Crafts devoted a little time to the consid
eration of the objection that the Sunday law 
would be unconstitutional. His answer is as fol
lows: "In cases where it has been carried up to 
the Supreme Court of the State the decisions have 
been without reserve that such laws are perfectly 
constitutional. It seems strange that this cry 
should still be raised, and the curious thing about 
it is that in the papers that publish these objec
tions there is not the slightest intimation of the 
decisions of the courts in this matter." A fitting 
answer to this is the following incident related of 
that eminent lawyer, Henry W. Paine, of Maine. 
One day Mr. Paine was riding in a horse-car, · 
reading a sheep-skin-bound volume of law reports. 
An acquaintance hailed him, and said, " See here, 
Paine, do you have to study law still?'' "This 
is not law," said Paine. "·It is only a collection 
of decisions of the Massachusetts Supreme Court." 
So it may be said of the Supreme Court decisions 
that Sunday laws are constitutional. They are 
not law. They are not justice. They cannot 
make wrong right. Just as Chief Justice Taney's 
decision in the Dred Scott case did not make 
slavery any more constitutional than it was be
fore. 

Mr. Crafts claims that the clause of the first 
amendment of the Constitution, which says that 
Congress shall not prohibit the free exercise of re
ligion, is infringed in this country. He says: 
"Certainly it is an infringement of the free exer
cise of religion, when the public service is so 
managed that hundreds and thousands of em
ployes in the service of the Government cannot 
have their rightful privilege accorded them. No 
deeply conscientious Christian man can take an 
office in the whole Post-office Department. No 
man who has a strict conscience· can either be a 
postmaster or a post-office tlerk, and I say it is an 
infringement on the free exercise of religionf' 
What about the man who has conscience in the 
observance of the seventh day? He cannot oc
cupy any position in the Post-office Department, 
because the post-office is regularly open contin
ually on Saturday, when his conscientious convic
tious compel him to refrain from all labor. Mr. 
Crafts does not expect that this condition of things 

will ever be changed. On the contrary, he in
tends to make it even more uncomfortable for 
them than it is at present. Therefore, according 
to Mr. Crafts's own statement, he and his followers 
intend to perpetuate that infringement of the 
Constitution. We have never heard a Sunday
law advocate admit more plainly that the pass
age of a strict Sunday law would. prohibit the 
free exercise of religion. 

But as a matter of fact, the keeping open of 
post-offices on Sunday does not interfere in the 
slightest degree with the free exercise of a man's 
religion. Any man who has conscience in re
gard to Sunday will keep it. There is no law 
compelling him to accept a position under the 
Government. There are thousands of people who 
keep Sunday strictly, just as there are other 
thousands who keep Saturday strictly, who have 
never dreamed that they were being interfered 
with,-that their religious freedom was infringed 
by the mere fact that somebody else worked 
while they were resting. 

One more point in Mr. Crafts's speech we will 
notice, and then leave him for the present. He 
said : "We will now notice the work of the sev
enth-day Christian people who are doing so much 
in this country to disturb the objects which we 
seek. I have been criticised for calling this peo· 
ple Saturdarians. They say that I have viewed 
that work a little uncharitably; but we claim 
that they make a fetich of Saturday." If "Sat
urdarians" is a proper term to apply to those 
who observe the seventh day, then "Sundarians" 
must be a proper term to apply to those who ob
serve the first day of the week. Mr. Crafts 
would undoubtedly think us uncharitable if we 
should apply it to him. 

Mr. Crafts says that the seventh-day people 
make a fetich of Saturday. Let us look into this 
matter. A fetich, according to "\V ebster, is "a 
material thing, living or dead, which is made the 
object of brutish and superstitious worship, as 
among certain African tribes." Now Mr. Crafts 
charges seventh-day people of making a fetich of 
Saturday, because they observe it strictly. Sup
pose we look at the other side. Mr. (,'rafts and 
his fellow-workers make a great parade of their 
conscientious regard for Sunday. Now if the sim
ple fact that seventh-day people observe Saturday 
strictly is evidence that they make a fetich of it, 
then it must be that Mr. Crafts makes a fetich of 
Sunday. Indeed, he is a hundred fold more open 
to the charge of fetichism than seventh-day peo
ple are, for whereas seventh-day people are strict 
observers of Saturday for themselves only, Mr. 
Crafts not only observes Sunday strictly, but de
sires to compel everybody else to do so. This is one 
of the characteristics of fetichism ; for it is well 
known that nothing will more quickly exasperate 
the ignorant devotee than to have people lightly 
regard his fetich. He not only holds it in su
perstitious reverence, but he thinks that everybody 
else ought to do the same; and the less worthy 
the object of his worship is of adoration, the more 
intense is his desire to have other people give 
homage to it, and the more intensely is he excited 
when it is disregarded. 

Still further may we turn Mr. Crafts's charge 
upon himself: A fetich, as before quoted, is the 
object of superstitious worship. "Superstition," 
as defined by Webster, is " extreme and unneces

. sary scruples· in the observance of religious rites 
not commanded.'' Now there is nowhere in the 
Bible a command for the observance of Sunday. 
We defY any individual to produce even a sem· 
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blance, of such a command. Mr. Crafts manifests 
extreme scruples in the observance of Sunday, 
and it is certain that he manifests unneces-

. sary scruples, in that he wishes to compel others 
to do so against their will. Therefore his regard 
for it is superstition; and since a fetich is the ob
ject of superstitious worship, we have proved con
clusively that Mr. Crafts makes a fetich of Sun
day. The columns of the SEN'riNEL are open to 
him to clear himself from this charge if he can. 

E. J.W. 

"All MustRest, or None Can." 

THE statement is made in various ways by the 
1,\dvocates of Sunday legislation that the possibil
ity of rest for any is contingent upon compulsory 
resting on the part of all. If this be true, no one 
}!as ever had a day of rest, and no one has such 

· a day at the present time. Those who advocate 
stricter Sunday legislation urge, as a prominent 
reason, that hundreds of thousands of people are 
:now engaged in business on Sunday; this being 
the fact, and the logic of the claim which stands 
at the head of this article being correct, the most 
devout, who give Sunday wholly to worship and 
deeds of love, do not yet have a day of rest, 
neither can they have until the whole are compelled 
to rest, for their sakes. Putting the facts along
side this claim is sufficient answer to the claim. 
They show it to be false. Several other facts 
show the same thing. Devout Jews" in all lands, 
and through all the centuries, though often per
secuted and bitterly opposed, have conscientiously 
and successfully rested from their labors and bus
iness, not only upon the SabbatJh, but upon many 
other religious festivals. If there were no other 
facts in history bearing on this point, other than 
those in connection with the Hebrew nation, the 
foregoing claim would be absolutely condemned. 
For more than two· centuries in the United States, 
the Seventh-day Baptists, and in later years the 
Seventh-day Adventists as well, have observed 
the Sabbath strictly, finding no trouble in secur
ing a day of rest and worship, though in "the in
significant minority"-as the friends of Sunday 
legislation describe them-and in the midst of the 
world's busiest day. What is needed to secure a 
day of rest and worship, or, better still, "keep the 
Sabbath according to the commandment," is a con
science toward God, and a determination to obey 
him"' All else is valueless, and the strictest legis
lation does no more than create a legal holiday. 

The arguments upon which men attempt to 
base statements like that which heads this article, 
are futile, illogical, and deceptive. Facts deny 
the statement, and the attempted argument based 
upon the statement is destructive of regard for 
God and of conscience toward him. Not the out· 
ward compulsion of civil law, but the inward 
choice of the heart, settles the qu'estion,and regard 
for any day as a Sabbath will be destroyed in 
proportion as men induce themselves to believe 
that such regard must depend upon similar re
gard on the part of others, or upon the fact that 
others do or do not cease from their labors. lL 
would be as logical to ask civil legislation to for
bid all profanity, upon the claim that the ability 
to refrain from taking the name of the Lord in 
vain on the part of one depended upon compell
ing all thus to refrain. He who respects God as 
he ought will not take his name in vain, though 
he dwell in the midst of blasphemy. He who re
gards the Sabbath as he ought will observe it as 
God requires, though he dwell in the midst of 
those who. forget God, and trample upon hi<:daw. 
..-,Sabbath Recorder. 

A Puzzled Reader. 

A FEW weeks ago we copied without comment 
an article from the New York Tribune, in review 
of a speech made by Col. E. F. Shepard, in which 
he claimed that God's seventh day was man's 
fir&; day. The writer of that article showed so 
clearly the absurdity of Mr. Shepard's theology, 
and held him up to public ridicule so successfully, 
that we did MJt deem it necessary to add anything. 
But it seems that some have made the mistake of 
thinking that we indorsed Mr. Shepard's muddled 
theology, as is shown by the following letter re
ceived from an honest man in Columbus, Ohio. 
We quote the lett~r in full:-

" To-day I received the last number of the SENTI
NEL, dated April 24. Although I am a disbeliever in 
any kind of divine revelation, I read the SENTINEL 
with much interest, as it is a live paper. In the ar
ticle headed, 'The Seventh and First Days of the 
Week Are the Same,' I struck a snag. It may be 
that my skepticism is at fault, and that I do not cor
rectly understand the wording of the Bible. In the 
article referred to I find the following passage : ' The 
first Sabbath was God's seventh and man's first day. 
Thus God's seventh day of rest after the creation was 
man's first day of existence, so that his first Sabbath 
of rest was his first day, although it was -God's seventh 
day.' 

" This statement is not in harmony with chapters 
one and two of Genesis. There we find it asserted, 
twenty-third verse, 'And the evening and the morn
ing were the fifth day.' Twenty-sixth, 'And Gcid said, 
Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.' 
Twenty-seventh, 'And God created man in his own 
image.' Thirty-first, 'And God saw everything that 
he had made, and behold it was very good, and the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day.' Gen. 
2: 2 says, ' And on the seventh day God ended the 
wol"k which he had made; and he rested on the sev
enth day from all his work.' 

"Now the day on which it is claimed that man was 
created, was the sixth, corresponding to our Friday ; 
and on the day following, which we call Saturday, 
God rested from his work and sanctified it. In con
sideration of these statements, or, rather, according to 
these assertions, it must be wrong to say, ' Thus, God's 
seventh day of rest was man's first. day of existence,' 
for on that first Saturday man had already existed one 
day; that Saturday was the second day of man's exist
ence, according to my reckoning, which may be mis
guided, as I do not wear colored spectacles. My eyes 
must be at fault; else I cannot understand that you 
learned gentlemen did not point out the flaw in the 
argument of Col. Elliott F. Shepard. If you would 
deem it advisable to enlighten me on the subject, I 
would be under many obligations to you.'' 

We do not think that our good friend needs 
any enlightenment. He seems to be able to read 
the English language quite intelligently ; and we do 
not know of anybody who could state the facts in re
gard to the record in the first and second chapters 
of Genesis any better than he has done. Mr. 
Shepard's statement that the first and seventh days 
are the same is a self-evident absurdity. All the 
enlightenment that our correspondent needs is 
to understand that the Sunday-law business is 
contrary to reason and revelation, and that he 
must not be surprised at any fraud or absurdity 
that he may fi11d in connect~on with arguments 
for it. Mr. Shepard has been chosen as the 
head of this great (ir )religious movement; and by 
virtue of his position as pastor of pastors, he finds 
himself obliged to give instruction to the clergy
men of the United States; and, like anybody else 
who presumes to talk about that of which he 
knows nothing, he naturally makes many foolish 
statements. Still we would not be unnecessarily 
harsh on Mr; Shepard, for, although he is not a 
theologian, he makes full as good. an argument 
for Sunday ap.d Sunday laws as any doctor of 
divinity ever did; which only goes to show that 
what is needed for the success of the Sunday · 
cause is, not knowledge, but power • 

Sunday Laws Antichristian. 

THE Pearl of Days (New York Mail and Ex
press) of February 8 contained an articl~ en
titled, "The Sabbath and the Individual," by 
Rev. George S. Mott, D. D., the vice-president of 
the American Sabbath Union for New Jersey, 
from which we quote the following reasons why 
Sunday laws and their penalties must be made 
universal:-

"The person who keeps the law must not be put 
out and disadvantaged thereby,and this would be the 
case were there no penalties for breaking Sabbath 
laws. The merchant who closes his store might find 
that his neighbor who keeps open on Sunday was 
drawing away a trade which belongs to him. Now 
we must not permit the Sunday-keeping merchant to 
be the loser because he regards the law, and so must 
it be with all kinds oflabor. Let public sentiment in 
favor of Sunday law die away, and try to popularize 
in this country the Sunday of France, and the Ameri
can will not be protected in his day of rest. Thus he 
would be compelled to work on that day or lose his 
situation. No public conscience or statutes will be on 
his side.'' 

This is one of the most common arguments for 
a Sunday law, and is urged by doctors of divin
ity who claim to be worl~ing in the interests of 
the gospel and pure morality; but to our mind it 
is one of the strongest evidences of the anti
christian character of all Sunday legislation. A 
Christian is a follower of Christ, that is, a follower 
of his example and teaching. Now let us quote 
a few words from his lips, that we may have his 
statements concerning what must be done by 
those who follow him:-

Matt. 5:10-12: "Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake; for theirs is 
the kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are yc, when 
men shall revile you, and persecnte you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great 
is your reward in Heaven ; for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you." 

Luke 6 : 22, 26: "Blessed are ye, when men 
shall hate you, and when they shall separate you 
from their company, and shall reproach you, and 
cast out your name as evil, for the son of man's 
sake." "Woe unto you, when all men shall 
speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets." 

Matt. 7: 13, 14: "Enter ye in at the strait 
gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat; Mcause strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it." 

Matt. 16: 24, 25: "Then said Jesus unto his 
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it; and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it." 

Luke 14: 27 : "And whosoever doth not bear 
his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disci
ple." 

J olm 15: 18-20: " If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye 
were of the world, the world would love his own ; 
but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. Remember the word that I said 
unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. 
If they have persecuted me, they will also perse
cute you; if they have kept my saying, they will 
keep yours also." 

John 16:33: "In the world ye sha:ll have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have over
come the world." 
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The American Sabbath Union proposes to 
change this order of things that Christ prophe
sied should exist. He said that as it was before 
his first advent, so it should be till the end of time: 
the righteous should be evil spoken of by the 
world, and would have greater difficulty in mak
ing a living. He expressly told his followers 
that they would be cast out even as he had been; 
that they could not plan for ease in this life: and 
at the same time secure the life to come. He 
taught them that, when there was a question of 
right and wrong, they should not parley, nor take 
anxious thought as to what they should eat or 
drink or wherewithal they should be clothed, 
if they should pursue a right course, but that 
they should first seek the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and trust him for their neces
sary support. He expressly stated that if a man 
did not take up his cross and deny himself, he 
could not be his disciple. 

Now, suppose the American Sabbath Union 
succeeds in getting laws upholding the Christian 
religion, and making it easy for a man to profess 
Christianity, making it impossible for him to suf
fer any loss thereby, what would be the result? 
It would simply show that the Christianity that 
was thus professed was not Christianity at aU, but 
a false profession thereo£ By their claiming that 
they are going to have the religion of Christ re
spected, and to secure those who profess it from 
being put to disadvantage, they are doing their 
best to prove that Christ was a false prophet. 
But this cannot be done. Christ spoke truth. 
He did not say that the majority of men would 
reject truth because he wanted them to do so, 
but because he knew just what they would do. 
National Reformers may say as much as they 
please that, although their laws will make it easy 
for men to profess Christianity and to comply 
with the outward forms of it, they will not hinder 
them from being real Christia~s at heart, and 
true followers of Christ; but before they can 
make their claim good, they will have to prove 
that the Bible is untrue. 

Jesus said: "Broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat;" and that the way to life is narrow, 
and that few will find it. But the American 
Sabbath Union proposes to make the way to life 
so broad that nobody can help finding it; and 
then if anybody has a desire to follow the Saviour, 
and to walk in the narrow path, it will pursue 
him with a goad and compel him to walk in the 
broad way. But "the Scripture cannot be 
broken." The broad way will be till the end of 
time the way to destruction. And so, when the 
National Reformers shall have succeeded in get
ting their system of Christianity so protected by 
civil law that nobody can suffer any inconven
ience in obeying its demands, they will siinply 
have succeeded in changing the truth of God into 
a lie, and in leading people to destruction while 
making them believe that they are leading them 
to everlasting life. 

Christ never authorized anybody to offer ease 
and comfort as an inducement for people to fol
low him. He had no ease while on earth, and 
he said that it is enough that the servant be. as 
his Lord. When ·he sent Ananias to baptize 
Saul of Tarsus, he said, " I will show him how 
great things he must suffer for my sake." The 
American Sabbath Union says : "We must show 
men how little they will have to suffer, and how 
prosperous they may be in business, for the Lord's 
aake." Is it not autichM? 

When a man came to Christ, saying, "Master, 
I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest," he 
replied : " The foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air have nests ; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head." He was "a man of sor
rows, and acquainted with grief," and he says, "If 
they have called the Master of the house Beelze
bub, how much more shall they call them of his 
household?" But the American Sabbath Union 
proposes to make Christianity very popular; 
therefore it proposes to lead men away from Christ 
and pure Christianity. 

The apostle Paul says, "If we suffer, we shall 
also reign with him ; " but the American Sabbath 
Union propeses to make it impossible for any
body to reign with Christ, by making it impossi
ble for anybody to suffer with him. Again he 
says of the children of God that they are "heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified · 
together." But the American Sabbath Union 
says that it must not be possible for anybody to 
be made to suffer for Christ. Therefore we say 
that the American Sabbath Union is an anti
christian institution, devoted to the suppression 
of pure Christianity, and the propagation of hy
pocrisy and dead formalism; and to just that ex
tent, also, is it an enemy of mankind. Let every 
lover of pure Christianity and of his fellow-men 
work heart and soul against its iniquitous work. 

E. J.W. 

How Mrs. Bateham Shows Up,the 
Adventists. 

IN the Christian Statesman of April 11, Mrs. 
J. C. Bateham writes an article headed, "The 
Seventh-day Adventists and the Sabbath." We 
propose to examine it in connection with another 
article written by her, on the same page, entitled, 
"Sabbath Rest and How to Maintain It." In 
the first-mentioned article she says:-

"The Seventh-day Adventists are circulating in 
many of the States petitions to Congress against any 
legislation in favor of a day of rest. They say the ul-. 
timate intent of Blair's Sunday-Rest bill is to compel 
people to attend church; that it is to help the Catho
lics; that a union of Church and State will be the re
sult, and various other things, all of which are of 
course false." .. 

Yes, some of the Adventists are circulating 
that protest, and scores of other people, of all 
classes, are doing the same thing. Whether it is 
the intent of the Sunday-law advocates to get 
people to church, we shall see further on. Al
though many of the Catholics do not favor the 
Sunday-Rest bill, yet it is in the direct line of the 
fundamental principles of their church. That 
was the first church that ever asked a civil gov
ernment to enforce an article of church discipline 
by the passage of a Sunday-Rest law. That law 
was the first step in a union of Church and 
State, which logically culminated in the tribunals 
of the Inquisition. That law was passed on the 
principle that the State has a right to define and 
protect religion, and that protection means com
pulsion. 

" '!!he proper object of government is to protect all per
sons in the enjoyment of their religious as well as civil 
rights, and not to determine for any whether they shall es
teem one da,y above the other, or.esteem all days alike holy." 
"Let the Nationa~ Legislature once perform an act which 
involves the decis·ion of a religious controversy, and it 
will have passed its legitimate bounds. The precedent 
will then be established, and the foundation laid, for that 
usurpation of the divine prerogative in this country which 
has been the desolating scourge to the fairest portions of 
the Old World." "All religious despotism commences by 
c:ombination and injtuence, and when that influence be-

gins to operate upon the political institutiona of a country 
the civil power soon bends under it i and the catastrophe 
of other nations furnishes an awful warning of the conse
quence." "Among all the religious persecutions with which 
almost every page of modern history is stained, no victim 
ever suffered but for the violation of what government de
nominated the law of God."- U. S. Senate Report, 1829. 

Mrs. Bateham says, "all" of these statements 
of the Adventists "are of course false." What 
an easy matter it is for her to do away with the 
arguments of an opponent. " Of course." That 
is all she needs to say, and the thing is settled. 
"0f course." Isn't that conclusive reasoning? 
What more could be asked for? Is she not a 
prominent official of the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union? and are not their decisions au
thoritative when they speak ex cathedra? She 
has traveled enough, and surely she ought to 
know whether a thing is so or not. But if she 
feels so assured that everybody will take it as a 
matter "of course" that "all" the . statements 
made by the Adventists on this subject are 
"false," why does she waste her precious time and 
the valuable space of the Statesman by noticing 
them at all? We apprehend she has met argu
ments backed up by evidence which she cannot 
refute, and that is why she asks the people to ac
cept her statements as a ~atter " of course," with
out any effort at reasoning or production of proo£ 
She says further:-

" The bill is designed to save our State Sabbath 
laws from destruction as the resu,lt of the National 
Government having allowed postal and other work 
and interstate commerce on Sunday, and to secure a 
weekly day of rest to the laborers who are among the 
largest class of petitioners." 

Doctor Crafts also says in the same paper, that 
"the national law is needed to make the State 
laws complete and effective." . 

This shows that when the national law is se
cured we shall stand in an entirely different rela
tion to the State laws than we do at· the present 
time. Many of the State laws are now practically 
useless, for reasons given above, hence they ask 
for a national law to make the State laws "ef
fective." Now listen to this:-

"If l:nade into a law it will no more compel church
going than do our own State laws, and will have no 
more tendency to bring about a union of Church and 
State than these State laws under which we have 
lived since States were formed." 

That is to say, that when the State laws be
come "complete and effective " they will produce 
no different results than are seen at the present 
time, while they are incomplete and ineffective. 
In other words, because the horrors which attend 
a union of Church and State are not experienced 
while the union is ineffective, therefore there is 
nothing to be feared when it becomes effective. 
Still air never blows anybody away, therefore how 
can a cyclone be dangerous? 

Mrs. Bateham ·says further, in her last-men· 
tioned article:-

"Senator Blair's Sunday-Rest bill, prepared at the 
requeet of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
and in response to the first two millions of petitions, 
is in the main entirely satisfactory to us." 

She must, then, regard it as a law that will do 
some good, else it would not be "entirely satisfac
tory" to her. Now, how must Sunday be kept 
in order to be beneficial according to the expe
rienced judgment of Mrs. Bateham? She says:-

"I have spent many months in the countries of 
Europe and in the West Indies, and have traveled 
over a large portion of this country and of England, 
and have everywhere made a Jareful study of the 
Sabbath as affecting the people in their home life and 

· national life, their mind and their bodies, their mor
als and theb; religion, and I everywhere :find that the 
more carefully the day is kept as a day for rest and 
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· worship, by families and nations, the more they are 
prospered." 

Notice, it must be "kept as a day for rest and 
worship," and by the Nation as well as by the 
family. Doctor Crafts and Joseph Cook agree 
with this sentiment precisely, and so do all the 
other leaders of the Sunday-law movement. Well, 
how must people use Sunday in order that it may 
be "kept as a day for rest and worship" ? Mrs. 
Batehai.n answers:-

" We want it for the purposes for which God de
signed it when he bade us keep it holr, not for frivol
ity and amusement, not for sleep and 1dleness, not for 
the Sunday newspaper with its demoralizing litera
ture, but for reading which is elevating and improv
ing, including the word of ~od, an~ for at~endance 
upon church services ; a practwe wh1ch I beheve does 
more than almost anything else to insure prosperity 
in this world and happiness in the next." 

Dr, R. 0. Post, at the Illinois State Sunday
law Convention for 1888, said:-

" There is no · kind of recreation that is proper or 
profitable on Sunday, outside of the home or the 
sanctuary." · 

Now let us put this argument together:-
1. The only kind of Sabbath observance that 

amounts to anything, or is at all satisfactory, is 
that which regards it "as a day for rest and wor
ship." "The experience of centuries shows that 
you will in vain endeavor to preserve Sunday as 
a day of rest, unless you preserve it as a day of 
worship," says J osep4 Cook. 

2. Senator Blair's Sunday-Rest bill "is in the 
main entirely satisfactory" to Mrs. Bateham and 
her co-laborers. 

3. Therefore the spirit and intent of that bill 
must be to secure worship as well as rest, because 
that is the only kind of observance that is "entirely 
satisfactory." And Mrs. Bateham tells us that this 
includes "reading which is elevating and improv

. ing, including the word of God," and "attendance 
. upon church services." 
. If they will work to secure an amendment of 
the Constitution, the purpose of which is to main
tain religious instruction in the public schools, 
and then compel all the children in the land to 
attend these schools to receive this instruction, 
why should they not compel them to attend 
church on Sunday and receive. a little more of 
that same kind of instruction ? Most assuredly 
they will. And if they will compel the children, 
why not the parents? Don't the parents need 
moral and religious instruction as much as the 
children? If it is the duty of the State to take 
in hand the moral and religious training of her 
children, as a matter of civil policy, to insure her 
own preservation and prosperity in this world, is 
it not as clearly her duty to see that the parents 
are cared for in this same re~pect? This is the 
way they will reason. 

Senator Blair's Sunday bill is to "be construed, 
so far as possible," in such a way as "to secure to 
the whole people their mental and 
moral culture" on Sunday, and no one need tell 
us that they will not so construe it. But how are 
they going to attend to the moral culture of the 
people on Sunday unless the people go to the 
places provided for moral culture? To say that 
the spirit of the Blair Sunday bill enforces church 
attendance would be but a slight trespass upon 
language compared with the claim that the fourth 
commandment enjoins Sunday-keeping. 

The more they deny that the prime object of 
. all Sunday laws is to help the church, and to get 

people to church, the more do they expose the 
hypocrisy of their scheine. They. claim that the 
State haa a. zight to enforce any measure which 

will insure prosperity in this world, and Mrs. 
Bateham says, "Attendance upon church services 
[is] a practice which I believe does more than al
most anything else to insure prosperity in this 
world." What, then, is to hinder them from 
compelling people to go to church as soon as 
they get the power in their hands? Just nothing 
at all. If they believe it is right to attend 
church, they will have no trouble to persuade 
themselves that everybody ought to be compelled 
by law to do it. Here is their principle:-

" To compel men to do wrong, of course is wrong; 
but to compel them to do right, is right."-Pope Pel
agius, A. D. 556. 

The Blair Sunday-Rest bill and religious 
amendment contain every feature necessary to 
the establishment of a religious despotism in these 
United States. That the leaders in this move
ment are determined to succeed, and to make 
these laws "effective" does not admit of a doubt. 
If the laws in some of the States are to be made 
any more" effective" than they have already been, 
may Heaven protect from the fiendish persecu
tions of their bigoted inquisitors the poor Chris
tian souls who, with Elijah and Daniel, Christ 
and his apostles, the prophets of the old dispen
sation, and the martyrs of the new, dare to serve 
God according to the dictates of their own con
sciences, and refuse to ·bear allegiance in the 
realm of morals and religion to any king but 
God. A. DELOS WESTCOTT: 

Some Inconsistencies of National Re
. form. 

IF the future work of National Reformers fol
lows in the line indicated by their present utter
ances, it will present to thfl world one of the 
sublimest spectacles of inconsistency witnessed by 
modern times. One of the secretaries of the 
National Reform Association, Rev. M.A. Gault, 
in a decree 'against those who dissent from his 
theories, says:-

" Our remedy for all these malefic influences is to 
have the Government simply set up the moral [di
vine] law and recognize God's authority behind it, 
and lay its hand on any religion that does not conform 
to it" (i. e., the divine law.) 

This is a "remedy" which possibly, like many 
other so-called remedies, would only aggravate 
the disease. Does Mr. Gault mean to assert that 
should the Government grant the National Re
formers license to dose out their "remedy," all 
will thereby be made righteous, and thus the 
millennium begin? This must be his thought, 
for the Bible says, "It shall be our righteous
ness, if we observe to do all these commandments 
before the Lord our God, as he hath commanded 
us." Deut. 6:25. Now one of those command
ments says, "Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy Godin vain." Jesus says, "Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." 
Matt. 12: 34. Then if a man blasphemes, it is 
because he has it in his heart. So then if this 
proposed "remedy" effects a cure for the man, it 
must change his heart. 

Again, we are warned against the Joss-house 
and its idol worship. "The Government must 
establish a standard of religion or admit anything 
that is called religion," and then "lay its hand on 
any religion that does not conform to it." The 
first commandment says, " Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me." Paul says, "Mortify 
therefore your members which are upon the 
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affec
tion, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry." Col. 3: 5. Now, we are exceedingly 

anxious to know how these doctors are going to 
apply their "remedy" to that particular form of 
idolatry which Paul warns against? A man does 
not "conform" to God's law when he covets; he 
is an idolater, and violates not only the tenth 
precept but also the first. 

Do these men mean what they say? If they 
do, then they design to invent some means by 
which to control men's thoughts. If the patent 
has not run out perhaps Rome will loan them her 
inquisitorial machine, and although a little rusty 
from recent disuse, it would be an excellent appli
ance in the administration of their "remedy." To 
be consistent, National Reformers should adopt 
this Papal plan as the most efficient process for 
the prohibition of free thought that has ever yet 
been devised. 

Let us glance further to see the consistency of 
enforcing upon the citizens of the United States 
0bedience to God's law. Paul says, "The carnal 
mind is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be." Rom. 8: 7. Are not the great 
mass of citizens of the United States carnally 
minded?-Yes; and this is stating the case very 
mildly. Very well; then they can't "conform" 
to the law of God till they are converted and 
possess the Spirit of God. So these doctors, in 
their arrogant assumptions, have set themselves 
about the huge task of accomplishing an impossi
bility. 0 consistency! thou art a precious 
jewel, but as yet undiscovered in the realm of 
National Reform. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth. 
Rom. 1:16. The good result of obediencQ to 
God's law can be secured only by faith, not by 
force. If the righteousness of the people is what 
the National Reformers indeed seek, why do 
they not apply the Lord's remedy, and not 
their own? The fact that they utterly repudiated 
Hon. Mr. McDougal's speech recommending to 
them the gospel for "malefic influences " is evi
dence that that is not what they seek; they want 
power, civil power, to enforce their "remedy." 
" State and .religion" is what they want, says 
Jonathan Edwards, and he continues, we "are 
going to have it." It must come, says l\I. A. 
Gault, though the terrors of the "sword and the 
bullet" become agents in its accomplishment. Is 
it possible that the sentiments of this Jesuitical 
order are about to be crystallized into American 
fundamental law? ·where are the champions of 
American rights? Let them herald the note of 
warning with trumpet tones, and Jet all true citi- . 
zens realize that " eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty." E. E. MARVIN. 

Invites Malice and Tyranny. 

I REGARD the Blair Sunday bill as a distinct 
attempt to enforce by legislation the observance 
of Sunday, not merely as a day of rest, but as a 
day of religious worship. This fact, which is 
veiled in the opening clause of the .bill, becomes 
apparent in the closing section. It is a piece of 
religious legislation, and being such is unconstitu
tional. Even were it designed to secure only the 
civil observance of the day, it is inexcusably 
faulty, since it in no adequate way defines what 
specific acts or classes of acts are violations of 
.the law, but leaves it to the complaining witness 
to declare whether or not he has been "dis
turbed." This invites malice and tyranny. 

The wording of the bill is so vague as to per
mit it to be construed most arbitrarily and tyran
nously. It is manifestly oppressive upon two 
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classes of our people, the Jews and the Seventh
day Adventists, whose religious convictions al
ready compel them to observe the seventh day, 
and who would, by this bill, be obliged to keep 
two days in the week. 

The bill will be supported by many well-mean
ing people who fail to perceive that it is subver
sive of political and religious liberty, and that it 
is the opening wedge for countless measures which 
will tend to recall us from American nineteenth
century freedom, to the intolerance and oppres
sion that more than two centuries ago drove the 
protesting minority of the Old World to seek an 
asylum of liberty on the shores of New England. 

The proposed amendment to the Constitution is 
an amusing composition, which, in section.l, pro
vides against the establishing of religion in any 
State, and in section 2 provides for the estab
lishment in each State of free public schools, in 
which shall be taught "the p1·inciples of the 
Christian religion "I Instead of an established 
Christian church, we are to have an established 
Christian school. And who shall decide on what 
are "the principles of the Christian religion," 
when doctors of divinity disagree?-Rev. C. J. 
Bartlett, in Reason. 

Is It Republican? 

PRESUMaBLY, most of the readers of the AMER
ICA.N SENTtNEL are accustomed to hearing the 
term "republican America" applied to our own 
beloved land. By this term we understand that 
the United States possesses a form of government 
which is distinctively republican. But a repub
lic must be something in which each individual 
can take a common interest, therefore, a true re
publican government must be purely secular. 
It would be possible to conceive of a religious re
public only upon the supposition that all men 
hold to the same points of religious faith and 
practice. But this is purely a supposition, and 
never has been and never can be true of our own 
or of any other earthly government. Consequently, 
we repeat that the highest conceptio.n of a true 
republic must be a government which is secular 
and only secular in its administration; 

We are led to make these remarks on account 
of the growing tendency upon the part of many 
journals, especially some of a religious character, 
to regard the President ag a sort of patriarch, 
or general high priest for the Nation. If these 
journals were of Roman Catholic persuasion, such 
sentiments would 11,ot appear strange, although in 
that ('a~e their allegiance would attach itself to 
the old gentleman who has his headquarters in 
the Vatican. But for American citizens to pick 
up any of the religious acts of the chief magis
trate of the Nation, and assume that there is in, 
and by virtue of, these acts, a religious precedent 
established which it is necessary for us as good 
citizens to follow, is simply absurd. It is worse 
than absurd, it is wicked; because it is stepping 
from the light and progression of true political 
liberty backward into the mental darkness and 
moral degradation of Papal slavery. Because · 
Washington, immediately after his inauguration, 
attended divine service, does that imply that all 
the citizens of the Government which he had just 
sworn to uphold, were to accept his example as con
veying any official recognition of Christianity, or 
of any other religion, for that matter? Certainly 
not. Listen to his own statement, and see how 
widely he severed religion from the State. In his 
reply to. certain Baptists who were_fearful their 

religious rights would be encroac]fed upon, he 
said:-

" Every man who conducts himself as a good citi
zen is accountable alone to God for his religious faith, 
and should be })rotected in worsh!ping God accord
ing to the dictates of his own conscience." 

And yet, judging from the intense anxiety 
which seems to have b~en manifested by some 
overzealous religionists in desiring that President 
Harrison should attend church on the centennial 
of Washington's inauguration, it would seem that 

· there must be some idea in their minds that by 
thi? act the President would birid a certain . 
amount of religious obligation upon the people 
whom he represents. This idea is nonsensical in 
conception, and would be terribly unjust in its 
application. As well might it be argued that in 
case the President saw fit to be immersed in order 
to carry out certain individual religious convic
tions, it would be the bounden duty of every good 
citizen to go and be immersed likewise. A man 
is permitted to hold any religious view he 
chooses, and still be President of the United 
States, but he is not permitted, nor is it 
understood that by virtue of his official position 
he has any right, to dictate that others shall sub
scribe to his peculiar religious or irreligious ideas. 

And this brings us to the consideration of the 
proclamation recently issued by President Harri
son himself concerning the observance of April 
30, the centennial anniversary of Washington's 
inauguration. In the proclamation the state
ment is made that the "representatives of religious 
creeds, both Christian and Hebrew, have memo
rialized the Government to designate an hour for 
prayer and thanksgiving on that day." And "in 
response to this pious and .reasonable request" 
Benjamin Harrison, in his official capacity as 
President of the United States, does "recom
mend" that at a certain hour "the people of the 
entire country repair to their respective places of 
divine worship, to implore the favor of God," etc. 
Some may think that this entire proceeding was 
eminently proper, and wonder why any objection 
should be raised, but there are certainly some who 
can see in such things as this the violation of the 
first principles of individual rights. 

Supposing that the "representatives of religious 
creeds" did desire to spend an hour in prayer and 
thanksgiving on a certain day, did that make it 
necessary for a proclamation to that effect to be 
issued by the President? Even admitting that 
these individuals were "representatives " of the 
entire religious element of the country, and that 
that religious element constituted the majority of 
the population, that does not help the matter any 
unless we are prepared to concede that "might 
makes right," and to deny entirely the individual 
rights of conscience when opposed to the conscienoe 
of the majority. The request for such a proc
lamation as this (although perhaps signed by 
many right-minded people) was virtually an at
tempt to coerce the worship of others besides 
themselves. If not, why did not these "represen
tatives," if they were representatives indeed, make 
the necessary announcements to their respective 
believers? This would certainly have been suf
fident for the ones directly interested. The fact 
that they did not do so, but called upon the Presi
dent instead, seems conclusive evidence of their 
desire to have others brought to acquiesce in their 
views by executive power. 

But it may be said that the proclamation con
tained no reference to executive power; that it did 
not command, but simply "recommended." Ex
actly; no command was. made, because no legal 

right existed by which such a command could be 
given. So of the despotism of the church in the 
early centuries. It is a noticeable fact that at 
first the requirements of the church were merely 
requests, and then when the church began to have 
influence in the affairs of State the civil power 
was led to "recommend" that these desires be 
complied with, and these recommendations soon 
grew to be absolute commands, to disregard which 
was considered not only heresy against the church 
but treason against the Government as well. And 
it was by just such steps as this that the imperial 
or governing power became an imperious power 
and a tyrannical despotism, under the.complete 
control of a. combination of intolerant so-called 
"representatives of religious creeds." Let the 
people of the United States take warning lest the 
use of executive power to "recommend " religious 
ceremonies becomes an abuse of that power to 
"command" individual conscience, a domain so 
sacred that even the power of civil authority . 
should hesitate to invade it .. 

We have not written the above because we are 
opposed to Christianity, or to the service of God. 
Far from it; we believe in Christianity with our 
whole heart, and endeavor to practice its precepts, 
and it is because of the high standard set by our 
divine Lord that we do oppose all such abuse of 
the secular power. Christ said, "My kingdom is 
not of this world." " Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them." 
These are our principles. Thanksgiving procla
mations and all such proclamations as the -one 
referred to, in fact, any proclamation coming from 
official source, requiring or recommending the 
worship of God, is a virtual attempt of Cresar to 
exact the tribute which God alone has the right 
to require, and therefore we are opposed to it. 

J. W. ScoLES. 

"The Principles of the Christian Relig
ion." 

w HA.T are they? The amendment to the Con
stitution proposed by Senator Blair calls for the 
teaching of the principles of the Christian religion 
in the public schools. It also provides that no 
public money shall be appropriated to any school 
in which "the doctrines, tenets, belief, ceremo
nials, or observances peculiar to any sect, denom
ination, organization, or society, being, or claim
ing to be, religious in its character," are taught. 

Are not the principles of the Christian relig
ion to be found, then, in all the controverted doc
trines of the popular churches of the land ? The 
reply is, " They are to be found only in the doc
trines in whioh they are all agreed.". But on 
what are they all agreed? What principle or 
doctrine of Christianity is not denied by some of 
them? Is ·it all simmered down to the keeping 
of Sunday, "the wild, solar holiday of all pagan 
times"? If so, the Sunday-Rest bill is all that 
is needed as a guide. 

R. F. COT1'RELL. 

THE Denton (Texas) Chronicle of April 20 
contains a screed on Sunday legislation, by a 
lady who signs herself Jenny Bland Beauohamp, 
in which she shows her ignorance of the question 
by the statement that "two hundred and forty 
thousand Knights of Labor and Associated En
gineers signed the petition" for the passage of a 
Sunday law. That is a bigger claim than even 
Mr. Crafts ever made. If any more than two 
Knights of Labor ever signed the petition it has 
had a decided boom of late. 
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THE Alta California says that the local courts 
of Pittsburg, Penn., have ruled that it is disorderly 
conduct to distribute heterodox tracts on the 
streets. We should like to know what judge de
cides what tracts are orthodox and what are 
heterodox. If the Pope ever comes to America 
we know where he will find a congenial home. 
He could no doubt find employment for his 
leisure hours in assisting the local courts of Pitts
burg. 

THE ubiquitous field secretary of the Ameri
can Sunday Union-Mr. Crafts-is nothing if 
not refined in his language. . In a recent speech 
in New York he said that his Sunday-law move
ment is opposed only by "a little insignificant set 
of hair-brained, woolly-headed fanatics, of .about 
one hundred men." Well, well! If that is all 
the opposition Mr. Crafts finds, we should think 
he would stay at home and take his ease, and let 
his religio-political machine run itself. He must 
be traveling about the country because he likes 
change of scenery. · 

WE have already announced the debate be
tween Mr. Crafts and A. T. Jones, to be held 
June 12, 13, 14. This discussion will without 
doubt be one of great interest, and will be worth 
hearing. Many people will doubtless travel 
quite a distance to be present; but still only a 
few of those who are interested in the matter can 
hear the discussion. But we are resolved that 
they shall lose nothing of it except the tones and 
gestures of th.e speakers, and have made arrange
ments to have all the speeches reported steno
graphically, so that the next SEN'riNEL that 
appears after the debate will have the first in
stallment of· it. If possible, we shall publish 
the whole of one evening's session in one paper, so 
that no injustice may be done to either party. 
The numbers of the SENTINEL that contain the 
matter w 11 be of special interest to everybody, 
friends of Sunday legislation as well as opposers 
-inasmuch as both sides will be presented impar
tially. We cannot at present tell just what num
bers will contain the discussion, but those who 
wish extra copies to distribute can send in their 
orders just the same. State that you want the 
numbers containing the discussion. 

THE Christian Union is often considerably 
confused in its theology and its views of National 
polity, but when it does get on the right track for 
a while its utterances are as good as those of any 
other paper that speaks truth. In its issue of 
May 2 it has "A Centennial Homily," in which 
it gives expression to some weak thoughts and 
some good ones, and among the latter are the 
following:-

"The church is a corporation of men and women 
organized for certain purposes, which, whether 
wholly good (as the church people claim) or wholly 
bad (as the infidel pamphleteer claims), or partially 
good and partially bad, are certainly, on the one 
hand, innocent, and .thel;:E:)fore entitled to the,;p~tec-

tion of the State, and, on the other, non-political and 
therefore not entitled to any partnership with it. 
We would have the State appropriate no moneys to 
institutions under church control; we would have it 
enter into no entangling alliances with church or 
clergy in the work of education; we would have it 
recognize no religious tests ; we should be glad to 
have it abolish all oaths, and punish false affirmation 
with the penalties now visited on pmjury; we would 
have it enforce no religious observances, except as 
such enforcement is necessary to protect the ·religious 
rights of the individual-no Sunday laws, for example, 
except to protect the individual's right to his Sab
batical rest." 

------~~~--------

THE National Reform Association does not re
ceive much aid and comfort from the St. Louis 
Christian Advocate, although it believes in N a
tiona! Reform principles. In a recent issue it 
spoke as follows of the Pittsburg Convention, 
which was then in session:-

"We have closely watched conventions, confer
ences, and general meetings of this kind, and are free 
to say that they have not, as a general thing, been 
promotive of much good to the great body of the peo
ple. In many cases it was evident that the zeal of 
the leaders was far in advance of their discretion, and 
intelligent, sober-minded n:ien were rather turned 
against than for that which they advocated. We 
must, however, be careful what we say about such 
proceedings, or, rather, about the spirit which prompts 
them, as the principal actors are usually of the class 
that not only think themselves right, but are ex
ceedingly sensitive and impatient of anything and 
everything like contradiction or opposition." 

This is a very just estimate of the men who 
run the National Reform machine. The AMER
ICAN SENTINEL is fully conscious of the fact that 
they are exceedingly "impatient of anything and 
everything like contradiction or opposition," yet 
it calls on all its readers to bear witness that it 
has endeavored faithfully to do its duty. We 
would that we had less reason for opposing them. 

National Reform Ideas of Religion. 

THE Moral and Scientific Co1npanion, pub
lished at Florence, Arizona, prints the following 
items of "Religious Ideas of the Nineteenth Cent
ury."> They are well stated, but they are not 
peculiar to the nineteenth century, but date from 
the days of Constantine. We wish to caution our 
readers, however, against imagining that the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL subscribes to any of these 
ideas. We repudiate them entirely. They are 
championed in this country only by the National 
Reform Assoejation and the American Sabbath 
Union:-

"A man may keep the Sabbitth by merely being 
idle I 

"A man (irrespective of his belief) can keep the 
day holy if forced by law to remain idle! 

"A man, even though an infidel, keeps the Sabbath 
holy when, forced to rest, not on the seventh day, but 
on Sunday, the day after the Sabbath of the Bible! 

"The United States,-infidels, heathens, and all,-
will be a 'Christian Nation' when compelled to re
main idle on the first day of the week [now called 
'the American Sabbath'], even though they break the 
whole ten commandments during the week! 

"A religious party may count one man's signature 
as·7,000,000 when it comes to petitioning for a law en
forcing their pet beliefs I 

"The minority are atheists and should not be tol
erated-the majority are infallible, provided they 
preach National Reformism or Sunday compulsory 
observance I 
· " The Lord [according to their premises] is not 

powerful enough to struggle against the ' wicked mi
nority ' withont the assistance of national religious 
laws I That is, they propose to do what the Almighty 
can't! 

"A national Sunday law is not a religious one; to 
the saloon keeper and workingmen it is merely a 
' sanitary measure,' to keep tbgw, from overwork~ 1;Q, 

• f." •. , ," 1 'i if • 

the prohibitionist it is solely a' teJ11perance measure;' 
to the religious people it is entirely a ' Christian 
measure.' 

"Laws. enforcing the beliefs of the 'Christian 
church' (heathens, Mormons, Quakers, unbelievers, 
Jews, Seventh-day Baptists, Sabbatarians, etc., ex
cluded) will not be a union of Church and State, nor 
will they be religious laws, but merely 'civil protec
tions'! 

" 'Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that lead
eth to [salvation], and many there be which go in 
thereat.'" 

A Pope Wanted. 

SoME papers are very indignant over the 'fact 
that Mr. Bennet has invaded London with his 
Herald, and is actually selling it on Sunday, 
thus destroying the rest of the people, because the 
paper is sold by the thousands. We have yet to 
learn that any efforts have been made to compel 
people to buy the paper, or that anybody has 
bought a copy who did net want one, therefore 
we cannot tell just where thf:· invasion of Sundiy 
rest has come in. But the following from the 
London Christian shows what idea some who 
would fain be called Christians have of the way 
to propagate Christianity:-

"In the days of Nehemiah men of Tyre brought 
fish and all manner of ware, and sold on the Sabbath 
to men of Judah and in Jerusalem; but that wise 
governor put a summary stop to their operations, and 
set his servants at the gates, that there should no 
burden be brought in on the Sabbath-day. We need 
a Nehemiah in like manner to prevent this man of 
America bringing such a Sabbath-day burden into 
our country." 

What they want is a Pope. 

The Cause of Persecution. 

OuR Government, having existed over one hun
dred years under a Constitution tolerating all re-
1igions alike, has been more prosperous than any 
country on earth under any other form of govern
ment. Therefore we would let well enough alone, 
knowing that intolerant religious legislation ot 
any kind, in favor of any religion, has always 
been attended with disastrous consequences. The 
student of history searches in vain for an excep
tion. It is a principle of logic that when one 
event follows another for a great number of times 
without an exception, one is the cause; the other, 
the result. Therefore religious intolerance is the 
cause of persecuting barbarity, whether the relig
ion be heathen, Hebrew, Mahommedan, or Chris
tian. Similar barbarities were practiced by Nero, 
Mohammed, the Pope, the Presbyterian, the En
glish Church, the Orthodox, and the Puritans ; 
burning, torture, banishment, are used alike by 
all. In all countries, at all times, in all religions, 
from the Druids to the National Reformers, in· 
toleration, with its attendant barbarity, has been 
instigated by the priesthood.-'-" Marcus," in Alex
andria (Minn.) Post. 
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MANY who avow opposition to the Church and 
State scheme of the National Reformers feel so 
confident that the measure can never be carried 
in this country, that they look upon all eflort to 

~counteract the movement as superfluous. Herein, 
to a great extent, lies the strength of the Amend
ment party; and when the wicked work shall 
have been carried to a successful end, the people 
will have an opportunity to look back upon their 
lost libertirs as largely tho result of apathy and 
indifference. 

SuNDAY tmffic on the New York Central Rail
road has been reduced about fifty per cent., and 
the Ohrist·ian Union says that "the thanks of the 
religious community are especially due to Mr. 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, whose persistent urgency in 
thL matter has at length borne fruit." 

We fail, however, to see that Mr. Vanderbilt is 
entitled to the thanks of anybody, for in view of 
the fact that the change makes a material reduc
tion in the monthly pay-roll, without reducing the 
business of the road, it seems plain that he was 
not influenced altogether, if at all, by either re
ligion or philanthropy. We suppose, howc'Ver, 
tha( he is now eligible to become one of the vice
:presidents of the National Reform Association. 

· Trm Christian Union of May 9 indulges in 
the somewhat favorite pastime of giving good ad
vice to the Prohibitionists, especially in Massa
chusetts. It says:-

" One cause of the reaction in Massachusetts has 
been the endeavor by some 'Very unwise Prohibition
ists to coerce temperance men into voting a"::tinst 
their convicLions, by charging them with bein~ the 
allies of the liquor sellers if they vote accordina to 
their convictio)ls. The American people arc "not 
easily bull-dozed, ::tml of all the American people the 
people of Massachusetts are the least subject to bull
dozing." 

W o do not know how true all this is; but we 
·do know that the tactics which the Ohr·istian 
Union qhargcs upon ihe Massac1JUsotts Prohibi
tionists ttre ju~t the tac~ics which arc everywhere 
adopteLl to frighten timid people into the support 
of Sunday laws and other measures of religious 
legislation. Indeed, it seems to be "just the thing 
to do " for these zealous "reformers" to charge 
that all who oppose them are in league with in
fidels and liquor dettler;;;, 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, JUNE 5, 1889. 

"The Secular Theory of Education." 

THURSDAY morning, April 25, Rev. David Mc
Allister, of Pittsburg, delivered an address upon 
the above subject before the National Reform 
Convention assembled at that place. In begin
ning he referred to a paper that had just been 
read on " The Romish Assault on the Common 
Schools," stating that his address cam3 in very 
appropriately after that topic, for the :reason, as 
l10 said, that "when this assault is understood by 
multitudes of our citizens, ·they can see no way 
of meeting it except by the secular theory of ed
ucation." He then proceeded as follows :-

" vVhat commands my respect for the Catholics is 
this, that they maintain that education cannot be 
complete when that education ignores religion. They 
arc on the right ground there. Man is a reli«ious as 
well as an intellectual bein", and no scheme of educa
tion, whether by the famlly, or the church or the 
State, is worthy the name that ignores the' higher 
part of man's nature. The only mistake with Ro
manists is this, that the religion which they insist 
upon i., the religion of Romanists. No other reliaion 
will they have. They won't accept the principles that 
arc common to Romanism with Protestantism, for 
there are such principles. They won't allow these to 
be taught, for they maintain that any system of re
ligion that leaves out what they regard as essential is 
utterl?' defective, and heresy is to be condemned, and 
heretics who embrace it are to be persecuted." 

~here are several points about this paragraph 
winch we wi;;h to notice. ~Ve are willing to ad
mit that a man is not perfectly developed whose 
education does not embrace tl1e moral and the phys
ical as well as the purely intellectual. But that 
does not prove that it is the duty of the State to 
educate him in all of these principles. Indeed, it 
is an open question with leading educators how 
far the State should go in education on even a 
secular basis. There are not a few who maintain 
that the State should teach nothing except the com
mon English branches, leaving all scientific and 
classical studies to be provided for by the individ
ual himself, or by his guardians. Certainly then 
the statement that man is a reli<Fious as well as an 
intellectual being,-that no scheme of education 
is complete that ignores the higher branch of 
man's nature,-proves nothing whatever as to how 
or by whom this higher part; should be educated. 
'Ve hold that it is not the province of the State to 
furnish religious education of any kind whateve:r<.; 
that for the State to get into the business of teach
ing religion is directly opposed to our Govern
ment, in that it involves class legislation. There 
are so many conflicting views concerning religion, 
and the public schools cannot by any possibility 
teach them all, so that if the State should go into 
the business of religious education it would be 
obliged to discriminate between a large class of 
citizens as worthy as those who are favored. 

Again, note Mr. McAllister's statement that 
the only mistake with the Romanist idea of edu-
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cation is that the religion upon which they in
sist is the religion of Romanists. In this 
~hey are perfectly consisknt, and nobody can 
JUstly find any fault with them for it. Protest
ants who are worthy of the name must take a 
similar position, and insist that whatever relirrion 
is taught their children, whether by the Stat~ or 
otherwise, shall be none but the Protestant reliO'
ion. But by this token we know that N ation~l 
Reformers are not Protestants, because they are· 
willing to join with Romanists. It is true that 
Mr. McAllister wishes to compromise, having the 
State teach such branches as are common to 
both Protestants and Romanists · but he mi<>'ht 

' 0 
as well go right over to the Cathol:c Church at 
once; for when he begs the State to teach the 
principles of the Christian ~·eligion, and says that 
the principles which he desires to have t!ttwht b 

are only those which are common to both Prot-
estants and Romani$ts, lw shows that' in l1is mind 
there are no distinctive features of Protestantism 
as compared with Romanism, that are worthy of 
being held. 

Now let us see where this will lead to. The 
Romanist will not consent to any such fusion. 
He thinks that the principles of his religion which 
differ from Protestantism are vital, and l1e will 
not consent that they shall be ignored. In this 
he is consistent. The only reason why he re
mains a Romanist is because he regard~ his re
ligion as superior to Protestantism. But Mr. 
McAllister, speaking for the National Reform 
Association, is not so strenuous in regard to his re
ligion. He is willing to drop every feature that 
is different from Catholicism. The one point 
upon which Romanists and National Reformers 
are agreed if! that the State shall support re
ligious teaching. Now since the Romanists are 
decided in their convictions, and refuse to com
promise their religion, while the National Re
formers are willing to compromise, it is very 
evident that the stronger and more decided party 
will carry the day. That is, when National Re
formers see that they cannot have religion taught 
by the State without joining with Catholics, and 
that the Catholics will not yield, they will com
promise, not simply on those principles that are 
common to Protestantism and Romanism, but on 
Romanism pure and simple. That this will be 
the result is further evident from a statement 
made in the Christian Statemnan of Aurrust 31 

b ' 
1881, by the. Rev. Sylyester F. Scovel, who, 
speaking of the desire of the National Reformers 
to secure the co-operation of Roman Catholics, 
said:-

" 'Ve may be subjected to some rebuffs in our first 
proffers, and the time has not yet come when the 
Roman Church will consent to strike hands with 
other churches as such; but the time is come to make 
r~pe~ted advance~, and. gradually to accel?t co-opem
ti?~ IJ?. any :t:orm m wh10h they may be willing to ex
hlblt It. It IS one of the neces.sities of the llituation." 
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Now no matter how ardently the Roman Cath
olics might desire religious education by the State, 
they would be very foolish to yield a single prin
ciple in their religion in order to gain it, when 
they can see clearly by such statements as this, 
that by remaining firm they can bring professed 
Protestants to their position. When the National 
Reformers say that they are willing to make re
peated advances, and to endure repeated rebuffs, 
and will gladly accept co-operation in any form 
in which the Roman Church exhibits it, all 
the Roman Church has to do is to wait. She 
is well assured that the National Reformers 
will keep up their wooing, and she is sure of 
gaining all that she may exact from so ardent a 
suitor. National Reformers may deny that their 
scheme, if successful, will make Romanism the 
ruling power in this country; but their denials 
amount to nothing in the face of such statements 
as those of Mr. Scovel and Dr. McAllister. 

In saying this we would not have anyone think 
that we objected to the National Reform scheme 
just because it will result in Roman supremacy. 
We would just as soon see the State enforce the 
Catholic religion as the Protestant religion. Not 
but what we have decided convictions in matters 
of religion, but we have no choice as to what re
ligion the State shall enforce, if it is to enforce 
any. The Protestant religion united with the 
State would be no better than Mohammedism. 
It is the union of Church and State that we pro
test against. It ·was by such protesting that 
Protestantism originated. He who does not pro
test against, such a union is not a Protestant ; and~ 
when so-called Protestantism is enforced by the 
State, it ceases to be Protestantism. The reason 
why we make so much of the statements of N a
tiona! Reformers, both direct and indirect, that 
they are willing to join hands with Romanists, 
and of the fact that Romanism will thereby be 
supreme in the State, is that we thus show clearly 
that their scheme does embrace the union of 
Church and State; because Romanism is avowedly 
in favor of a Church and State union, with the 
Church as senior partner. 

This one point is sufficient to condemn Mr. 
McAllister's entire speech. We might well 
leave the article here for the present, but will 
call attention to one little absurdity. Dr. Mc-
Allister said:- · 

"I might pursue at conSiderable length a line of 
argument that has become very familiar with the Na
tional Reformers; but I will only revert to it very 
briefly. It is this: The great mistake that is made 
by secularists is in comparing the State itself to 
any mere business association. Secular education 
rests upon the social compact theory of government
a theory that has been exploded long ago. The best 
political papers do not entertain it for a moment. 
There is something back of the social compact theory. 
Men come together and make a covenant, and there 
is a compact. You cannot have a compact without 
the Nation, and there must be a Nation behind the 
compact. It is the Nation itself that makes the com
pact. The duties of government are laid upon it. 
Here is the being that is to undertake the work of 
education." 

Let us make a parallel. Here is a railroad 
company. A number of men have come to
gether and made a compact, or agreement. They 
mutually pledge themselves to work together in 
this line of business, and thus they form a com
pany. They secure a charter and become a cor
poration. Now we may say there can be no 
charter without a corporation, therefore the cor
poration must be behind the charter ; but anyone 
can see .that that is nonsense. The corporation 
does not exist till they form it by mutual agree-

ment. We would like to get Mr. McAllister to 
define what a Nation is. He says a Nation is 
there before the compact, that there must be a 
Nation behind the compact. But a Nation is not 
a mere aggregation of individuals, although 
there can be no Nation without people. Ten 
million people thrown together promiscuously 
within a certain territory, each one indepeudent 
of everybody else, would not be a Nation. They 
become a Nation only when they unite their· in
terests, and covenant together for mutual pro
tection, and agree upon certain officers to execute 
their wishes. But according to the National 
Reform idea there has been a Nation stalking 
around this American continent from time im
memorial, waiting for centuries for people to settle 
in order that it might make a compact with them, 
and have people to carry out its designs. Surely, 
if the National Reform scheme were not inher
ently wicked, the absurdities into which intelligent 
men are obliged to run in order to foster it, should 
consign it to oblivion. But people love to be 
humbugged. E. J. w. 

Let Moral Government Remain Moral. 

THE eighth Wisconsin district of the VV oman's 
Christian Temperance Union passed this resolu
tion:-

"\VnEREAS, God would have all men honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father; and, 

"vVHEREAs, The civil law which Christ gave frpm 
Sinai is the only perfect law, and the only law that 
will secure the rights of all classes ; therefore, 

"Resolved, That civil government should recognize 
Christ as the moral Governor, and his law as the 
standard of legislation." 

\Vhat does a civil government want with a 
moral governor? civil governments have only 
civil governors; moral governors belong only 
with moral governments; there cannot be a civil 
governor in a moral government; nor can there 
be a moral governor of a civil government .. But 
this is not all; that resolution says, "The civil 
law which Christ gave from Sinai," etc. But the 
law which Christ gave from Sinai was not a civil 
law at all; it is the moral law; it is the law of 
the Government of God. If that law is a civil 
law, then God is only a civil governor, and there 
is no such a thing in this universe as ]lloral gov
ernment, or moral law, and no such thing as 
morality, no conduct can go deeper than civil
ity, and no obligations can rest upon men beyond 
the restraint of outward actions. 

This is the logic of that resolution; this is pre
cisely the mistake that was. made by the Phari
sees in the time of Christ. "The moral law was 
generally applied as the civil law, not to the acts 
of the spirit, but to the acts of the body. It was 
applied to the external conduct of men, not to 
the internal life. If there was conformity to the 
letter of the law in external manners, there was a 
fulfillment, in the eyes of the Jew and the Gentile, 
of the highest claims that God or man held upon 
the spirit. No matter how dark and damning 
"were the exercises of the soul; if it only kept its sin 
in its own habitation, and did not develop it in 
action, the penalty of the law was not laid to its 
charge. The character of the spirit itself might be · 
criminal, and all its exercises of thought and 
feeling sensual and selfish, yet if it added hypoc
risy to its guilt, and maintained an outward con
formity to the law-a conformity itself produced 
by selfishness-man judged himself, and others 
adjudged him, guiltless." 

But Christ came as the instructor and exem
plar in morality; the law which he gave from 

Sinai lie carried to the thoughts and intents of 
the heart,-laid bare the soul itself before the 
great moral eye of the universe; " flashed the 
light of the divine law upon the awful secrets 
known only to the soul itself," and showed that 
these it is that constitute the transgression of 
the law of God. In this system of government 
that is advocated by the 1Voman's Christian 
Temperance Union, the National Reform Asso
ciation, and in principles sustained by the whole 
Sunday-law movement, thereis just such an at
tempt to reduce the moral law only to the level 
of outward actions-make it only a standard of 
civility-as there was by the Pharisees to whom 
Christ spoke, and to whom he said, "Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup and of the 
platter, but within they are full of extortion 
and excess. Thou blind Pharis.ee, cleanse first 
that which is within the cup and the platter, that 
the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto 
you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are 
like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead· 
men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so 
ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, 
but within ye. are full of hypocrisy and iniquity." 

This is the oi1ly condition to which men ever 
can be brought by the application of the law 
from Sinai as a civil law, making it the standarf\ 
of civil government, 

Such ideas as are here embodied in this resolution, 
and such resolutions as the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union adopted, and such work a~ 
they do in this line, will never do. The women 
of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
and all other people, want to understand tha1 
civil government is civil, and not moral; tha1 
civil government is based only upon civil law. 
and is governed only by civil governors; that it 
does not aim at securing morality, but only civil· 
ity. Such confused ideas of government and law 
divine and human, moral and civil, clearly show 
that the women of the Woman's Christian Tern 
per1,tnce tJ nion are not in any sense fit t~ be 
trusted with the ballot, or with the legislative 
power in any degree. That these confused views 
of government and law prevail to such an extent 
as they do, even amongst men who have the bal
lot an.d the legislative power committed to them 
ought to awaken every American citizen to th'=l 
most sober consideration of the fundamental prin 
ciples of American liberties,-which are the trwt 
liberties of man. A. T. J •. 

Who Are Religious Persecutors? 

AMONG Protestants, in the past, such terms as 
"Papal," "Romish,..- etc., were synonyms of all. 
that was intolerant. In other words, the Catho
lic Church has received credit for about all the 
bitter persecutions that have ever been heaped 
upon doctrinal opponents. And because of this 
quite general impression, erroneous as it is, people 
are wont to rest in utter unconcern as to .any 
danger of religious persecution in this country, 
where the Catholics are not at liberty to openly 
manifest their traditional characteristics. 

It is, therefore, supposed by many tb be safe, 
yea, even expedient, to trust all civil and relig
ious authority in the hands of Protestant religion
ists in the United States. And a very extensive 
and aggressive movement is on foot to carry o~t 
such a scheme. Because of this prevalent delu
sion it is wsll to note some of the tendencies of re-



THE AMERICAN SENTINEl .... 147 

ligious individuals and sects outside of the Cath
olic- Church, when clothed with secular power. · 

All students of history, as well as many merely 
casual readers, are familiar with the tyrannical 
and intolerant sway of the Covenanters and Pres
byterians in Great Britain,in the sixteenth and sev
enteenth centuries. It may not be generally un
derstood, but it is a fact, that the Reformed Pres
byterians in the United States boast of being the 
only conservators of the principles of the Scottish 
Covenanters. Of course they are Protestants, as 
their religious progr.nitors, of whom John Knox 
was a leader, taught that it was right to disfran
chise Catholics, and even to put them to death. 

This church is leader in the movement to se
cure a religious amendmr.nt to the Constitution of 
the United States, enforcing by law what it 
deems the principles of the Christian religion. 
And representative men, including Conferences, 
Presbyteries, and other general bodies of the lead
.ing denominations, have joined hands with them 
in the work. Now no man, or set of men, ever 
earnestly solicit a law which they do not expect to 
have enforced,-and enforced at all hazards. And 
it is impossible that they should contend for a law 
against a strong element of opposition for a quar
_ter of a century without some idea of what would 

. be necessary in order to enforce it. Therefore, 
persistence in the effort means, in case of success, 
persistence on the part of the Government in the 
eXecution, at whatever cost. In support of this 
position, I quote the following sentiment from one 
of the most active leaders in the movement here 
alluded to. He says :-

"Whether the Constitution will be set right on the 
question of the moral supremacy of God's law in the 
Government without a bloody revolution, will depend 
entirely upon the strength and resistance of the forces 
ol' antichrist." 

This National Reform Association, which is a 
wheel within the Reformed Presbyterian wheel, 
is well aware, from its experience o:f twenty-five 
years in the direct advocacy of its pet scheme, 
that there will be strong opposition to the meas
ure, Knowing this, they 4eliberately plan to 
meet it ; and expecting, through any and every 
means, to eventually succeed in becoming a rna-· 
jority in the land, they openly avow their inten
tions. The president of this society's Prayer 
. League says to opponents:-

"You look for trouble in this land in the future, if 
these principles are applied. I think it will come to 
you if you maintain your present. position. . . . 
If, through prejudice or the enmity of unregenerate 
hearts, you have determined to oppose the progress 
of this Nation in fulfilling it~ vocation as an instru
ment in the divine work of regenerating human soci
ety, you may rightly expect trouble. It will be sure 
to come to you." 

Another apostle of National Reform, as advo
cated by this religio-political association, says:-

" There ought to be a mighty army ready to pour 
out treasure and blood, if need be, to vindicate the 
authority of Christ. The Bible should be adopted as 
a standard to decide questions of political life, to de
cide between right and wrong. The idea of a divine 
law and a divine Christ should be forced into politics." 

And still another declaration of intention in
dorsed by that body is thus expressed:-

" Those who oppose this work now will discover, 
when the religious amendment is made to the Consti
tution, that if they do not see fit to fall in with the 
majority, they must abide the consequences, or seek 
some more congenial clime." 

According to the express acknowledgment,. 
yea, the boast, of those who are endeavoring to 
have their faith incorporated in the fundamental 
law of the land, when .they shall .have attained 

their end they will use the utmost power of the 
Government-if need be, "a mighty army ready 
to pour out treasure and blood" -in order to 
compel all to accept the.ir peculiar religious faith. 
And this is so-called Protestantism. Now we 
hn,ve it plainly set before us, that opening the 
way for religious legisln,tion in our free country 
means radical persecution for all dissenters from 
tho estnblished faith. And this notwithstanding 
the fact that Protestants are the instigators of 
the scheme, and expect to be the executors of the 
law. Let no one be deluded by the seductive 
idea that this is a Protestant move and can bpde 
no danger. Beware of the religious clan that 
seeks political power. Human nature is the 
same in all ages, and in all religious sects. 

w. N. GLENN. 

A T1·ue National Reform Government. 

IN the Century of April, 1888, Mr. George 
Kennan had an article on "Russian Penal Code," 
from which in the August SENTINEL we copied 
what it had to say on the subject of religion. I11 
that it was shown clearly that the Russian G:~v
ernment, with all its tyranny and 'intolerance, is 
the very kind of government that the N ationa1 
Reformers are working for. In the April Cent
ttry, this present year, Mr. Kennan gives us a 
view of the workings of the Russian police depart
ment, in which is shown very clearly the work
ing of National Reform principles. The follow
ing extract from the article will enable the reader 
to judge for himself:-

" The police, with the Minister of the Interior at 
their head, control, by means of passports, the 
movements of all the inhabitants of the empire; 
they keep thousands of suspects constantly under 
surveillance; they ascertain and certify to the 
courts the liabilities of bankrupts; they conduct 
pawnbrokers' sales of unredeemed pledges; they 
give certificates of identity to pensioners and all 
other persons who need them; they superintend 
repairs of roads and bridges; they exercise super
vision over all theatrical performances, concerts, 
tableaux, 'theater programs, posters, and street 
advertisements; they collect statistics, enforce san
itary regulations, make searches and seizures in 
private houses, read the correspondence of sus
pects, take charge of the bodies of persons found 
dead, 'admonish' church-members who neglect 
too long to partake of the Holy Communion, and 
enforce obedience to thousands of multifarious or
ders and regulations intended to promote the wel
fare of the people or to insure the safety of the 
State. The legislation relating to the police fills 
more than five thousand sections in the Svod 
Zak6nof, or collection of Russian laws, and it is 
hardly an exaggeration to say that in the peasant 
villages, away from the centers of education and 
enlightenment, the police are tho omnipresent and 
omnipotent regulators of all human· conduct-a 
sort of incompetent bureaucratic substitute for di
vine Providence. 

"In order to give the readers of the Century an 
idea of the nature and infinite variety of tho trans
actions regulated in Russia by the Govemment 
through the police, I will quote, almost at ran
dom, the titles or subjects of a few of the circular 
letters of instrnctions sent by the Minister of the 
Interior to the governors of various Russian prov
inces between 1880 and 1884. They are as 
follows:-

" L To regulate religious instruction in secular 
Echools. 

" 2. Concerning measures to be taken to prevent 
horse stealing. 

" 3. -concerning a list of dramas that are uncondi
tionally permitted to be put on the stage. 

"4. To prohibit the sale of Shimanski's Pills. 
" 5. To pmhibit peasant<l from cutting young birch 

trees with which to decorate churches and houses on 
holidays. 

"6. Prescribingthemannerin which the censor shall 
supervise the reports and accounts ofpriYatesocieties. 

" 7. Coucerning a 1·emoval of the restrictions npon 
the transportation of rendered tallow. 

" 8. Concerning personal identification marks in 
the passports of Jews. 

" 9·. To regulate the use of mineral waters by sick 
or wounded officers of the army. 

"10. Concerning an order for the sale of all grain 
by weight instead of by measure. 

" 11. Setting forth the circumstances under which, 
and the times at whiyh, the police and other employes 
of the Ministry of the Interior can wear white linen 
covers on their caps. 

" 12. Concerning the question who has the right to 
collect subscriptions in the empire for the holy places 
in Palestine. 

" J 3. To abolish the long chains used for the purpose 
of chaining together marching criminals in gangs of 
six. · 

"14. To regulate printing on the paper of cigarettes, 
" 15. Concerning the prohibition, at meetings of pro

vincial assemblies and "town councils, of the expres-
sions of such opinions or judgments as may, from their 
nature, lie outside the limits of the jurisdiction of such 
bodies. 

"16. Concerning an order prohibiting the emigi:a
tion of dissenters to the Trans-Caucasus . 

· "17. Concerning regulations for the proper con
struction of houses in peasant villages. 

" 18. To control and regulate the transportation of 
animal bones. · 

" 19. To regulate advertisements of medicines. 
"20. Forbidding the use of all school-books and ap

pliances of instruction not approved by the Minister. 
of the Interior and the ecclesiastical authorities. · 

" 21. Concerning the proper method of measuring 
the legs of recruits for the army. 

" 22. Concerning meeting3 of school-teachers.· 
" 23. Prescribing tho manner in which permission 

shall be obtained for concerts, readings, theatrical per
formances, and other public entertainments. 

"24. To require printers to send to the Department 
of Police copies of all newspapers, magazines, and al
ll!anacs priJ!ted by them. 

"25. To prevent the sale of quinine that is not of 
good quality. 

" 26. To regulate the censorship of price-lists, printed 
notes of invitation, and visiting cards. 

" 27. Concerning the construction of water-closets 
according to the removal or barrel system. 

"28. Providing for the censorship of the seals, rub
ber stamps, and cards of private individuals and busi
ness corporations . 

"29. To regulate begging for eccle-,ia~tical institu
tions and for the holy places in Palestine. 

"30. To regulate the sale by apothecaries of certain 
'cosmetics'-namely, soap, starch, brilliantine, tooth
brushes, and insect powder. 

"These are only a few of the countless thousands 
of orders, directions, and regulations that come 
within the jurisdiction of the imperial police. 
Of course they are not all carried into effect. 
The enforcement of such a multitude of prohi
bitions anrl restrictions, affecting every province of 
human life, is beyond the power of any one man 
or any set of men; hut whether they are enforced 
or not, they operate constantly as a bar to individ
ual enterprise, a network to restrain every free im
pulse, and a clog upon all human activity. 

"It is difficult for Americans to r~alize that such 
relations can exist between the people of a conn
try and the Government as those shown by these 
circulars to exist in Russia. Imagine a governor 
of New York State issuing an order requiring all 
the citizens of that State to send iu their seals, 
rubber stamps, and visiting cards foi· censorial 
supervision: Or imagine a Postmaster-General 
writing a circular letter to the governor~ of all 
the States prescribing rules for the regulation of 
the sale of soap, starch, brilliantine, tooth-brushes! 
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and insect powder ! Such an extension Of the 
.powers of government is to us almost inconceiva
able, both on account of its tyranny and on ac
count of its preposterous absurdity; aml yet such 
regulations are not regarded in Russia as any
thing extraordinary, and one sometimes finds the 
police engaged in work that is even more remark
able than the regulation of the sale of tooth
brushes and insect powder. I have in my posses
sion the original report of a Russian police 
pristav,- written upon a -printed form, in which 
the officer notifies his superior that, in compli
ance with instructions of such and such a date, 
he has called upon such and such persons, who 
are· named, and has 'admonished' them that 
they must partake of the Holy Communion, 
'upon penalty of an administrative calling to 
account [pod opaseniem v' protivnom sluchae 
kazennaho vziskania].' . This document bears in 
capital letters at the top of the first page the 
words, 'Ukase [oo~kaz] of his Imperial Majesty 
the Autocrat of all the Russias.' In the news
paper Sibir (See-beer) for July 10, 1883, it is 
stated, as a matter of news, that the police au
thorities of the city of Irkutsk have just received 
orders to admonish all persons who have been 
neglectful of religious duty, and to oblige them 
to partake of the sacrament. The use of the 
police power as a means of compelling indifferent 
or backsliding Christians to partake of the Holy 
Communion-the sending of an armed man in a 
blue uniform to drag another man to the table of 
the Prince of Peace, and to compel him to eat 
and drink the symbols of the broken body and 
shed blood of Christ-is something that has not 
often been . seen, I think, outside of Russia, since 
the Dark Ages." 

A few words only are necessary to show that 
this very gtate of things must exist in this cpuntry, 
if the National Reform Association, the American 
Sabbath Union, and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, succeed in carrying.out their 
(ir )religious designs. All of these associations 
heartily indorse Mr. Blair's proposed amend
ment to the Constitution, which requires that the 
principles of the Christian religion be taught in 
the public schools. It has already been shown in 
these columns that the adoption of that amend
ment would require that text-book01 on religion be 
issued, and that both text-books and teachers 
should be in harmony with the standard of relig
ion that would be recommended by the ecclesias
tical authorities. But when that is done it will 
be necessary that a strict watch should be kept 
to see that no other text-book is brought in; and 
to see that no teacher presumes to inculcate any 
ideas of his. own, that may be different from the 
established religion. 

The individuals who will have this matter in 
charge may not be called police, but their duties 
will be exactly such as are defined in the articles 
above numbered one, twenty, and twenty-two. 
They will have to regulate religious instruction in 
!ecular scl10ols. They will have to note if any 
books and plans of instruction are used that are 
not approved by the ecclesiastical authorities, and 
they will have to oversee the meetings of school
teachers to guard against the introduction of any
thing in their discussions that shall differ in any 
way from the standard of religion set by those 
ecclesiastical authorities. In short, they will 
have to see that religion is not discussed at all ; 
for it Qlust be obvious to any thinking person 
that when the State, having taken counsel of the 
elders, prescribes the religion for its citizens, re-

ligious discussion is at an end. School-teachers 
will have no business to question the text-books, 
and they will not dare presume to make any ,11-
teration. If anything dilferent is to be taught, it 
will have to be decided upon by the ecclesiastical 
'authorities of the Nation, just as in the days of 
old in Europe, no new thing can be even men
tioned in the school unless a new council has 
passed upon it. ·when the council shall have de
cided upon what shall be taught the people, the 
school-teachers and ministers of low degree will 
have simply the duty of handing to the people 
that which has been given to them by their 
superiors. 

Again, the enactment of a strict national Sun
day law will require that the powers of the 
police be very greatly magnified. Indeed, the 
Sunday law is often called- "a police regulation," 
showing that the enforcement of the law will rest 
largely in the hands of the police. Of course the 
number of police will have to be greatly increased 
in order that they may keep an oversight over all 
the people, to see that no one violates the law. 
It will be their duty, also, as in Russia, to "ad
monish" people who do not attend divine service 
at stated intervals. The leaders in the Sunday
law movement openly avow that their desire for 
a Sunday law.is that people may go to church. 
But as we have before shown, if the mere enactment 
of a Sunday law does not accomplish their designs, 
they will necessarily have to amend it so as to re
quire attendance at church. Moreover, Mrs. 
Bateham has said that what they want is the 
"ideal sabbath of the Puritans;" the guarantee to 
rest and to worship. Now we have before us 
some of the laws by which that ideal sabbath 
was secured, and we will quote them. In Robert 
W odrow's "Selections from the Records of the 
Kirk Session, Presbytery, and Synod of Aber
deen," we find the following :-

"It is thocht expedient that ane baillie with tua 
of the session passed throw the towne everie Sabbath
day, and nott sic as they find absent fra the sermones 
ather afoir or efter none, and for that effect that they 
pass and serche sic houss as they think maist meit.'' 

In his collections he says. that the session 
allows the searchers to go into the houses and ap
prehend absentees from the Kirk. In the records 
of the gove:rnor and company of the Massachu
setts Bay in New England we find that in 1629 
the first Sunday law in the colony read thus:-

" And to the end the Saboth may bee celebrated in 
a religious manner we appoint, that all that inhabite 
the plantacon, both for the gen'all and pticuler im
ploymts, may surcease their labor every Satterday 
throughout the yeare at 3 of the clock in the after
noone, and that they spend the rest of that day in 
catichising and pparacon for the Saboth, as the min
isters shall direct." 

This is very similar to the law now required by 
the American Sabbath Union. But that law was 
found insufficient to meet the desires of the eccle
siastics, and so in 1634 they supplemented it by 
the following:-

" Whereas complainte hath bene made to this Court 
that dyvers psons within this jurisdiccon doe vsually 
absent themselves from church meetings vpon the 
Lord's day, power is therefore given to any two As
sistants to heare and sensure, either by ffyne or im
prisonmt (att tlleir discrecon), all misdemeanrs Of 
that kind committed by any inhabitant within this 
jurisdiccon, provided they exceed not the ffyne of vs 
for one offense." 

It worked then just as we have said it will 
work now. First was the strict Sunday law. 
Then was the law requiring everybody· to go to 
church, and allowing officers to search the town to 
discover absentees. In 1782 an act was pa13sed en
joining the worship of almighty God, as an essen-

tial part 9f the due observance of H1e Lord's day, 
and imposing a fine of ten shillings upon any able 
person who shall absent himself for a month from 
the public worship of God on the Lord's day. 
This statute provided for wardens to enfort•C the 
law, and gave them power to enforce it by stopping 
travelers, and by entering all places where they 
may find or think they may find Sabbath-break
ers. 

That is the "ideal sabbath of the Puritans." 
That is the cpndition of things that Mrs. Bate
ham wishes to see in this country. \Vl,len it shall 
be brought about we shall have a despotism fnlly. 
as bad as that of Russia. Mr. Kennan says that 
Russian police are "a sort of incompetent, bu
reaucratic substitute for divine Providence." If 
the American Sabbath Union and the \Voman's 
Christian Temperance Union shall secure their 
desired ends, we shall have a police who will not 
only be a substitute for divine Providence, but a 
substitute for men's consciences. Is there an 
American who has any love for freedom? If 
there is let him protest vigorously against any such 
usurpation. E. J. w. 

Sunday and Sunday Newspapers. 

As referred to elsewhere in these columns, 
the question of Sunday newspapers is agitating 
the minds of some of the good peo11le of Sacra
mento, this State, and the editor of one of the 
dailies of that city has felt called upon to explain 
at some length his position in the premises. 
We quote as follows from the Record- Union of 
May 8:-

" The \Voodland DemofYrat quotes in full an 
editorial note of the Record- Union, concerning 
the manifest antagonism of public sentiment to 
the Sunday hoodlum picnic, l:J,nd the growing dis
position to secure for the one day in seven more 
of considerati?n as a day when boisterous amuse
ments, carousal, and rowdyism ought to cease. 
In that article we also said that the sentiment re
ferred to was not opposed to rational use of the 
day, as good taste, ·:~he demand for change, and 
the necessities of rest and recuperation, require, 
even when these are manifest by indulgence in 
reasonable amusements. Upon such expression 
our contemporary thus comments:-

"' The above is from the Record- Union, and right be
side this friendly sympathy with the sentiment against 
Sabbathdesecration is a blazing advertisement stating 
that the Record- Union, in order to be ' abreast with 
the times,' will issue a regular Sunday edition. This 
is not a youthful ebullition, but the determination of a 
respectable, staid, elderly journal. How does it seem 
as to consistency? ' 

"We are amazed that so old a journalist as the 
editor and proprietor of the Democrat should 
have committed himself to the confession of such 
rank ignorance. The intelligence bounded by a 
comprehension that cannot distinguish between 
rowdy picnics, boisterous amusements, and 
drunken routs, and the sober and educating voca
tion of issuing a clean newspaper for reading by 
the people on Sunday, or any other day, is really 
unworthy of consideration. But sjnce our con
temporary asks how the expression quoted from 
the Record- Union, and its announcement of the 
Sunday Union, can •be reconciled, we are disposed 
to reply, since it will reach a few other hide
bound people who strain at a gnat and swallow a 
camel in disapproving of a newspaper that is 
compiled, originated, composed and made ready 
for the press on Saturday, but who do not even 
entertain the suggestion of gagging over a. news
paper that is the product of Sunday work entirely, 
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in order that the editor of the Democrat, in com
mon with the rest of the community, may enjoy 
coffee and the record of the news of the world on 
Monday morning. 

"There is no question of consistency involved in 
the case of the Record- Union; it has published a 
Monday edition, the product of Sunday labor, for 
more than a third of a century. That it now 
proposes to publish a newspaper dated on Sun
day, but the product of Saturday labor, in no
wise changes its relation to the public or to the 
Sunday question, and the decent observance of 
that day. If all the world does no more to offend 
tho Sunday sentiment than this journal, neither 
clergy nor laymen need entertain any fear of des
ecration of the day. We recall a time when the 
Democrat was composed, printed, and issued on 
Sunday-it being an evening paper-and its pro
prietor and editor held that he was serving God 
and man thereby. The 'V oodland community 
will bear us out that hi,; religious convictions and 
profound regard for things holy were as deep and 
sincere as those of his successor,who now takes the 
Record- Union to task, but, unlike his predecessor, 
lwlds the first instead of the seventh day holy. 
'Ve have no patience with the bigotry and 
shortsightedness that exclaims against the clean, 
helpful, and knowledge-disseminating newspaper 
dated on Sunday, but that has a stomach for the 
all-around newspaper that is wholly worked up 
on Sm1day and simply dated on Monday. 

"The Repord- Union yields to none in its regard 
for the sentiments of the Christian :world, and in 
sincerity has labored diligently through the me
dium of these columns to afford its priest and apos
tles a wider hearing than their pulpit insure~, and 
has labored on Sunday to that end. It has not 
come to our knowledge that any of these worthy 
people, whose profession, like that of the journal
ist, is the betterment of mankind, have ever ob
jected to the industry of the press that makes the 
newspaper a vehicle for carrying to the world 
the voice of the pulpit, even though that industry 
involves labor on Sunday." 

What the Record- Union says about the work 
on a Sunday paper is true, as every newspaper 
man can testify, as is also what is said of the work 
on a Monday-morning paper; if either ought to 
be discontinued because of Sunday work, cer
tainly it should be the Monday paper. But 
that is not where the shoe pinches; the trouble 
is, as many ministers have been candid enough 
to state, that people read the newspapers in
stead of going to church ; the papers arc, in 
short, the competitors of the preachers, and the 
latter want a monopoly of instructing the people 
on that day. Were it not for this fact, the out
cry, if there were any, would be against the 
Monday paper. 

------~~~--------

A Timely U~terance. 

TrrE following letter, dated Burlington, Ver
mont, May 1, speaks for itself:-

EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL: Yester
day I had the privilege of listening to an eloquent 
address delivered in this city by M. H. Buckham, 
D. D., president of the State University at Bur
lington. His address clearly showed that there 
are still great and true hearts in old Vermont, 
that beat in unison with the noble principles of 
our fathers who framed our National Constitu
tion. 

The Burlington Daily Free Press favors us 
with_ a 'copy of the address, from which I have 
taken the liberty to clip a paragraph to send to 

you, thinking that you might wish to insert it in 
the SENTINEL. 

It is as follows:-'-
" vV e recognize also God's good hand upon us in 

the Coestitution which for the century past has been 
the law of our national life. The world may be chal
lenged to point to a public document which gives bet
ter evidence that its framers were inspired and · 
guided by a wisdom beyond their own. It would 
have better suited a few literalists if the divine name 
had been inserted somewhere, anywhere, if so be that 
in some conventional and perfunctory way the divine 
being might have had due recognition. But as God 
is in nature in its abounding vitality, in its exquisite 
beauty and perfect harmony, a thousand times more 
impressively than if his name had been spelled out in 
the rock and bellowed out in the thunder, so God is 
in the Constitution in that reticent reverence which 
does not parade his titles in set phrase, but does put 
his love of justice and of mercy, his care for the rights 
of the weak and the duties of the strong, into every 
article and section and clause of it. Most significant 
to us in the retrospect of it is the fact that slavery in 
those days ofits power could get no direct recognition 
in the Constitution, but that in this august presence it 
stands a marked and guilty thing, ashamed of its own 
nature. Significant also in· face of the history of 
State religions is the provision that ' there shall be 
no law respecting an establishment of religion or pro
hibiiJingthe free exercise thereof,' and that 'no relig
ious test shall ever be required as a qualification to 
any office or public trust under the United States.' 
Thus did our fathers render unto Coosar the things 
that are Coosar's and to God the things that are God's. 
Thus has religion in America escaped the 'fatal do
nation of Constantine,' and thus has the word of God 
had free course and been glorified.'' 

In this State there is much interest in Na
tional Reform questions. Mr. Buckham is one 
of the first men in this State. 

EDWIN R. pALMER. 

That Petition Again. 

SINCE the AMERICAN SENTINEL has shown up 
so fully the crooked methods by which the ·w om
an's Christian Temperance and American Sab
bath Unions have added signatures to their Sun
day petitions, the leaders of these organizations 
have fimnd it necessary to do something to divert 
public attention from their course, and, not being 
able to offer any excuse for the dishonest meth
ods, they have had no alternative but to try to make 
it appear that the signatures to the protest were 
not obtained in a legitimate manner. Of course 
this does not help their cause any, for even. if all 
the signatures to the protest were fraudulent, 
that would not make their duplicity any the less; 
but the charge which they bring serves in a 
measure to divert attention from themselves. 

Their charge is: First, that the petition was 
signed only by Adventists. Second, that those 
who signed it who were not Adventists did so be
cause they did not understand what they were 
doing. Third, that all besides Adventists who 
signed it were saloon keepers, who naturally dis
liked the idea of a Sunday law. 

It needs nothing more than this statement of 
the charges which they make, to show to what 
straits they are driven to make it appear that · 
they alone are not guilty of fraud ; for one part' 
of their charge contradicts every other part. 

That the petition was not signed by Advent
ists exclusively is shown by the fact that, accord
ing to the Seventh-day Adventist Year Book, 
there are only 26,000 members of that denomi
nation in the United States; whereas, there were 
230,000 signatures to the petition that was pre
sented in the Senate )ast winter, and as many 
more have been obtained since. These are not 
"representative" signatures either. Anyone who 

wishes to do so can verify the fact that there are 
230,000 distinct signatures in the petition that 
was presented to Congress. 

We have, however, just received a letter from 
a gentleman in Woodbury, N. J., a stranger to 
us, which covers every point of the charge which 
the Sunday-law people bring against those who 
circulated the protest. It is so concise a state
ment that we present it in full. It was entirely 
unsolicited by us, and was called out by the 
statements ofthe Western Christian Union, which 
were quoted in the article, " Is This the Breath of 
the Puritan?" in the SENTINEL of April 10. 
Referring to the statement that the canvassers 
for signatures to the protest had adopted the 
practice of "button-holing unsuspecting citizens 
in railroad waiting-rooms and street corners, not 
a few of whom were unfamiliar with the ques
tion," the writer says:-

"Gentlemen, I am not an Adventist; neither am I 
ignorant of this great question now claiming the at
tention of so many people of this Union. I was one 
of several who signed this petition against the Blair 
bill. I was not asked to sign this until the gentleman 
who circulated it was fully satisfied that I knew just 
what I was signing. This paper was headed by the 
pastor of the M. E. Church of this city ; next came 
that of my own pastor, of the Baptist Church, fol
lowed by the signatures of several of the prominent 
men of our city, whose signatures I recognized. I 
have in my possession a petition upon which I expect 
to receive a number of names of Christians. All of 
them will know why they sign it. I do not wish to 
weary you, but I want to say to you that I am sorry to 
see those of my own faith persecuting those Chris
tians against whom they can bring no greater charge 
than that they insist upon having the liberty which God 
has given every man, and which our National Consti
tution guarantees. God speed you in this work. I 
remain, etc." 

This simple statement meets every point of the 
charge which they bring against us; and coupled 
with the fact that every point of their charge 
contradicts every other point, it certainly ought to 
put a stop to their attempt at misrepresentation ; 
but it will not. Having started on a career of 
misrepresentation, and being determined to have 
a Sunday law, which cannot be •secured by fair 
means, they must necessarily pursue their course 
to the end. Our desire is to save as many as pos
sible from coming to that end, which will not be 
simply the securing of a national Sunday law. 

E. J. W. 

Exemption Clauses in Sunday Laws. 

TrrE Christian .Oracle of April 25 contains an 
article from a fair-minded correspondent, upon 
"License and Sunday Laws." In it he makes the 
following reference to one who had previously 
written to the same paper:-

"He says that if the Blair bill shoul<,l pass, and a 
strict Sunday law be passed, Adventists ·could obey 
the law without any violation of their religious prin
ciples. True ; but if you forbid them doing any man
uallabor on that day you rob them of one-sixth of their 
power to earn a living for their families-or at $2.00 
per day it would amount to $104 annually. Without 
their consent, is that American liberty? Suppose you 
rest on Sunday, and we pass a law to prohibit you 
from working Mondays; how would that suip you? 
Brethren, we don't want a Sunday law unless it has 
a proviso that those who conscientiously keep the 
Sabbath shall not be prohibited from performing their 
usual occupation on Sunday, The Constitution is 
good enough as it is." 

The writer of the above evidently believes in 
equal and exact justice to all; but he has not 
given the Sunday question sufficient thought, or 
he would know that there can never be any jus
tice in connection with a Sunday law. In the 
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first place, a seventh-day Christian could not obey 
a Sunday law without violating his conscience. 
It is not necessary, however, to dwell upon this, 
since the writer would not have such compelled 
to rest on Sunday, because, as he rightly says, 
such compulsion would be robbery. 

But those who have given much thought to the 
subject, whether friends or foes of Sunday legisla
tion, know that no law can long be enforced with 
exceptions. We say that it is utterly impossible 
to enforce a Sunday law that makes an exemp
tion in favor of those who observe the seventh 
day. Such a thing never has been done, and 
never will be done. True, there are Sunday laws 
which exempt observers of the seventh day; but 
those laws are never enforced. They remain 
upon the statute books as dead letters. When 
the time comes that enough people get in earnest 
to have them enforced, they secure the repeal of 
the exemption clause. Then they can enforce the 
law, and not before. 

Take the case of Arkansas as an example. It 
had for a long time a Sunday law which made an 
exemption in favor of seventh-day people. But 
that law was not enforced. No attempt was 
made to enforce it. Finally some unco guid peo
ple concluded that the law oi.1ght to be enforced. 
But they could not enforce it as it was. Why?
Because there was really nothing to enforce. The 
exemption in favor of seventh-day observers 
deprived the law of all its force. So they 
pleaded for the repeal of that exemption section, 
so that no non-religious person could evade the 
law by professing to be an observer of the seventh 
day. There is no evidence that any person had 
ever done so; but the Sunday-law people saw 
plainly that that could easily be done, and that to 
attempt to enforce a Sunday law with an exemp
tion section, would be like trying to trap a fox 
with two holes to his den. So they stopped up 
all chance of escape, by securing the r~peal of 
that obnoxious section. Then the law was en
forced for the first time in its existence. And 
right vigorously was it enforced too. Then the 
saloon keepers h~d to suffer, didn't' they? Not 
much. They sold whisky as openly as ever; and 
were not even indicted therefor. It was enforced 
against those who had rested on Saturday, and 
against no others. The National Reformers of 
Arkansas seemed to feel a special interest in the 
physical welfare of the Seventh-day Adventists 
and the Seventh-day Baptists, for they sought to 
compel them to rest after they had already rested, 
while others were left free not to rest at all. 

This prosecution went on until public indigna
tion demanded that simple toleration,if not justice, 
should be granted to those observers of the sev
enth day, all ofwhom were good citizens. So a bill 
was introdu.ced ;.nd passed, which granted to con
scientiom; 0bservers of the seventh day immunity 
from the pains and penalties of the Sunday law. 
The result was that the prosecution ceased. No at
tempt has been made since to enforce the law. 
Surely this is far more than merely suggestive. 

Now a National Sunday law is desired. Its 
advocates make a great sbow of liberality, and 
say that they are goiug to see that it exempts 
those who observe the seventh day. The Blair 
bill, however, made no such exemption .. Never
theless, many fair-minded persons are caught by 
the pretension to liberality on the part of the Na
tional Reformers ·and the American Sabbath 
Union. But let it not be forgotten that the ob
ject of this proposed National Sunday law is to 
make effi<;ient existing State Sunday laws. But 

it cannot give efficiency to them unless it is itself 
"efficient;" and it may be accepted as a fact 
that it will be no exception to previous laws, and 
cannot be enforced so long as it makes any ex
emption of those who observe another day. So 
the exemption will be allowed to remain only till 
.the law is secured, and when the time comes to 
enforce it, the exemption will be repealed. That 
is the way it is done. Exemption clauses in Sun
day laws are frauds. They are designed only to 
delude fair-minded persons into favoring the en
actment of the law, and they never serve any 
other purpose. Let all lovers of justice pay no 
heed to the voice of the National Reform 
charmer, charm he never so wisely. E.J.W. 

Please Explain. 

FROM figures based on the census of 1880, 
the American Sabbath Union, so called, estimates 
that there are in the United States, out of a total of 
17,392,000 workers, 3,145,572 persons deprived 
of their Sunday rest, of whom 1,555,404 are 
"regularly engaged in needless work for gain on 
Sunday." This may all be true; and it may also 
be true that many of these men would lose their sit
uations if they should refuse to do Sunday work, 
but does it follow that laws should be enacted 
which would enable them to keep the day just as 
well as not? Said the Saviour, "If any man 
will be my disciple, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me;" and if a man's 
convictions are not strong enough to move him to 
do that which l1e believes to be a sacred duty, 
even if it does entail pecuniary loss, it is scarcely 
worth while to strengthen them by legislative en
actment. The man who will not serve God un
less it is convenient to do so, does not serve him 
acceptably at all. 

But there is another feature of this question 
which is worth considering. The advocates of a 
law which guarantees to these Sunday workers a 
day of rest, whether they desire it or not, demand 
that all shall rest upon Sunday. They know that 
a small minority of their fellow-citizens conscien
tiously keep the seventh day at not a little sacri
fice, and that they ask no law to enable them to 
do it without such sacrifice, yet Sunday-law ad
vocates propose to secure a law which will com
pel thefn to keep another day also, thus depriving 
them of one-sixth of their means of support for 
conscience' sake. '\Vill someone please explain 
why the State should make it so easy for some of 
its. citizens to outwardly observe the forms of their 
religion, and at the same time so difficult for 
others ?-Signs of the Times. ...... 

Is It Ignorance? 

UNDER the heading, "Ignorance That Is Inex
cusable in This Progressive Age," the Sacramento 
Record- Union of May 8 publishes the following. 
We are inclined to the belief that the letter to 
the Record- Union was the result, not of ignorance, 
but of something which is even more inexcusable. 

"The following letter was received by the man
aging editor of the Record- Union yesterday:-

731 N STREET, SACRAnmNTO, May 7, 1889. 
DEAR SIR : Please instruct your carrier not to leave 

the Sunday issue of your paper at my house. 
I am opposed to Sunday papers on principle, and 

am sorry for this change in policy in the management 
of the Record- Union. 

A Monday paper may be published without Sunday 
work, but seven papers a week cannot. I am, yours 
respectfully, ARNOLD T. NEEDHAM, 

Pastor Sixth Street M. E. Church. 

"\Vhy, certainly, we will so instruct the carrier, 
but at the same time we would suggest to the 
reverend gentleman that it ought to be a greater 
salve to his tender conscience to have the same 
instructions given in regard to the Monday issue, 
as the work on the latter is all done on Sunday, 
while the work on the Sunday edition is neces
sarily done on Saturday and Saturday night. 
Mr. Needham ought to know this as well as any 
man, for reporters of this paper have often worked 
on Sunday in the preparation of his sermons for 
the hands of the compositors, who have had to 
set them up on Sunday night. Frequently the 
reporters are assisted in this work by the minis
ters themselves-and on Sunday, too. 

"We had believed that there were 1wne so igno
rant of the work of publishing a daily newspaper 
as this letter seems to indicate. We thought that 
ever:fone knew that the publication of a paper on 
Monday morning involved the working of the 
entire force on Sunday, while the work of pub
lishing a Sunday edition must be done on Satur
day night. We have never heard Mr. Needham 
complain when he saw his sermon published in 
the Record- Union on Monday morning, that the 
reporter and compositors had been compelled to 
work on Sunday in order that he might have that 
satisfaction, thereby enabling him to place his 
arguments before an immense audience, which he 
could never have reached in any other way." 

Christianity Does Not Need It. 

A CORRESPONDENT of Reason has struck the 
right chord in opposition to the proposed Sunday 
law, as will be seen from the following, which we 
clip from that paper:-

"On grounds of public policy there are grave 
objections to the proposed legislation, but the ob
jections from the standpoint of those who have 
the best interests of religion at heart are equally 
weighty. The Christian Church in America oc
cupies a ·position different from that in those 
countries where it has been in league with the 
State. While there may be much indifference 
and unbelief, there is but little active hostility. 
Secularism in the European sense of bitter hatred 
of all that savoFs of the church, has little power 
among our native-born population. It is because 
here the church has not been identified with eccle
siastical annoyance and intolerant legislation. 

"Our Protestant churches cannot afford to enter 
the. arena of politics, and transform what had 
been mere unbelief into active enmity. Relig
ious legislation in a country like this has no power 
to convince nor to coerce, it can only irritate. 

"Christianity must be true to itself before it 
can perform its work; and Christian charity 
'vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own.' 
ChriBtianity 'vaunting itself' in legislative enact
ments and 'seeking its own' in the Constitution is 
tru.e neither to its highest mission nor faithful to 
its best spirit. Dogmatic and sectarian Chris
tianity is, even in the proposed amendment, refused 
the recognition of the Government; spiritual 
Christianity does not need it nor ask for it." 

It is not enough to say that Christianity does 
not need such legislation; it cannot stand it. 
Christianity will not ask for legislation in its 
favor, even as Christ did not, and if men secura 
legislation in favor of Christianity, they will suc
ceed only in driving Christianity out ,of the 
Church as well as out of the State. 
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THE Southern Baptist Convention, recently in 
session at Memphis, Tenn,, adopted the following 
resolution:-

"Resolved, That we fully sympathize with the 
American Sabbath Union in laboring to. secure such 
national legislation as will allow to all employes of 
the National Government one day in seven as a day 
of rest, and request our brethren to promote its work 
so fur as may be practicable." 

That is a rather misleading way of putting it; 
for that for which the American Sabbath Union 
is laboring is not to secure to Government em
ployes the right to rest, but to compel everybody 
to rest whether they wish to or not. If anybody 
doubts this, let him read the Blair Sunday-Rest 
bill, which the Union indorsed. We very much 
fear that the Southern Baptists are proving rec
reant to true Baptist principles. 

WE are informed by a letter from our brother 
editor, A. T. Jones, now in the East, that the de
bate between Dr. Crafts and himself announced 
to take place in Chicago, June 12, 13, 14, has 
been declared off by Mr. Crafts, the challenging 
party, and that for no better ostensible reason 
than that the Chicago ministers refuse to interest 
themselves in the matter as fully as he feels that 
they should. This is quite a disappointment to 
us, and we doubt not that it will be also to the 
readers of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, as we pro
posed to give a verbatim report of the debate. 
Mr. Jones has written to Mr. Crafts protesting 
against his arbitrary action in the matter, and 
offering to mliet him at some other time. w· e 
trust he will yet be able to make satisfactory 
arrangements with this champion of National Re
form, and if so we promise our readers· the full 
benefit of all that is said on both sides of the 
question. , . 

GEORGIA ought to be a paradise for National 
Reformers, for the law of that State provides that 
a fine for working on Sunday may be as high as 
$1,000, and that "all moneys arising from fines 
imposed for offenses, the gist of which consists in 
their being committed on the Sabbatl}-day, shall 
be paid to the Ordinary of the county, to be by 
him distributed for the purpose of establishing 
and promoting Sabbath-schools in the county." 
In addition to the fine the convicted person may 
be imprisoned for six months and worked in the 
chain-gang. No exemption is made in favor of 
those who observe a day other than Sunday. It 
should be remembered in this connection that it is 
urged in behalf of a National Sunday ;aw that all 
that is wanted is simply to make State laws effective. 
But in the case of Georgia that would be a good 
deal more than any Christian would ask. Such 
a law is a disgrace to any State. And to seek to 
make it effective stamps any association, we care 
not how high its professions may be, as anti chris
tian. Men who would seek to make such a law 
"effective" would use the rack and thumb-screws 
if they had the power, 

AN aSsociation has been organized in Japan, 
the object of which is to maintain Buddhism, 
especially in view of its political character in the 
empire. The members pledge themselves, in the 
selection of representatives in Parliament, pro
vincial assemblies, town councils, or local offices, 
and in the appointment of school-teachers, officials 
of societies and business companies, "carefully to 
exclude all who are disloyal to our emperor or 
untrue to Buddhism by believing in the foreign 
religion called Christianity." This is simply 
National Reform in the interest of Buddhism. 
But there is hope for Christianity in the fact that 
many of the Japanese newspapers which have no 
special interest in Christianity are condemning 
severely this attempt to drag religion into the 
sphere of politics. And it ought to be condemned 
not only in Japan but in the United States. If 
it is right that the majority should rule in matters 
of religion in one country it cannot be wrong in 
another, and Japan would have the same right 
to exclude or boycott Christianity that the United 
States would have to discriminate in religious 
matters. 

THE following from the Churchman is interest
ing as showing the real ground of opposition to 
Sunday newspapers; it is not the labor that is 
performed on Sunday, but it is because the Sun
day paper is a too successful rival of tthe 
churches:-

" The outcry in England against the appear
ance in London of a Sunday edition of the New 
York Herald appears to be a little paradoxical. 
Everyone knows that l.n the principal centers of 
population in England there always have been 
Sunday papers of more or less respectability. 
The Observer is really a high-class Sunday paper. 
The projectors of the Herald evidently consider 
both Paris and London as mere suburbs of New 
York, but the opposition to their Sunday edition 
suggests a question as to the violation of Sunday 
rest involved in the Mond'tty edition of a paper. 
It is the Monday paper that requires editors, 
compositors, and printers to work on Sunday. 
Only the publishing and distribution of the Sun
day paper demands Sunday labor. It seems a 
more rational demand that proprietors of news
papers do as Italian papers in this city do, i. e., 
omit a Monday edition, or else publish it only at 
noon or after noon. But of course we must not 
lose sight of what is, after all, the strongest ar"u
ment against the Sunday paper, namely, thatits 
piquant attractions, its utter worldliness and sec
ularity, distract the minds of the people from the 
religious observance of the week's one hallowed 
day." 

THE National Reformers assume prerogatives 
. and vested rights in the matter of Sunday legis

lation on the ground that first-day observers are 
largely in the majority as compared with those 
who adhere to the seventh day. Now we have 
always maintained that the issue is not' between 
the claims of certain days to special consideration. 
It is a question as to whether the civil and relig
ious liberty of all classes now guaranteed by the 
Constitution shall be maintained. Equal and 
exact justice to all men is the princi,ple fol· which 
we contend, no matter what day they choose to 
keep, or whether they keep any day. Justice is 
not determined by majorities, but even if it were, 
that ~vould nullify the assumed rights of the Re
formers. Although Sunday-keepers are more 
numerous than the observers of the seventh day, 
both together-if we reckon by church member-

ship-are but a small minority of the people of 
the United States. So, to be consistent with 
their own arguments, they should stop their 
clamor for religious legislation. They know very 
well the majority is against it. But, as we have 
before stated and often demonstrated, consistency 
is no part of National Reform. 

THE Frontier is a journal published at Spokane 
Falls, Washington Territory. A copy of its is
sue of February has been sent us which contains 
a marked editorial against the work of obtaining 
signatures to the remonstrances against religious 
legislation and what the editor calls liberty. He 
refused to sign a remonstrance against religious 
legislation, or allow the petition to be circulated 
in his rooms. His ability to judge of what is 
liberty can be estimated from the opening sen
tence, as follows:-

" A man came to our rooms recently with a petition 
to the Legislature, asking that the section in the Con
stitution of the United States in reference to the strict 
observance of the Sabbath be not inserted in the new 
charter for the State of Washington." 

First, there is no section in the Constitution of 
the United States in reference to the strict observ
ance or any observance of the Sabbath ; and 
secondly, no such petition was ever cir'culated in 
Washington Territory. The petitions were that 
the Constitution of the United States should re
main as it is. The Frontier had better ,get into 
the civilization of the district school. 

" DoES prohibition prohibit ? " is a question in 
which all are more or less interested because of the 
rapid growth of temperance seniment during the 
past few years, and it is candidly and fearlessly 
answered in a recent pamphlet by S. B. Bradford, 
ex-attorney-general of Kansas. Mr. Bradford 
has had unexampled facilities for informing him
self relative to the practical workings of prohibi
tion, ,and no one, whether friend or foe of prohibi
tion, can read his statement of facts without deep 
interest. The friends of constitutional and statu
tory prohibition should not only read but should 
study Attorney Bradford's pamphlet, as it will 
fill their mouths with arguments in favor of pro
hibition; and the liquor dealers should read it, 
as it will show them what they will shortly have 
to meet in other States. The price of the pam
phlet is 25 cents. For sale by The George W. 
Crane Publishing Company, Topeka, Kansas. 

THE "Report of the Missionary Conference" 
held in London in 1888 is upon our table. It is 
in two volumes, of some 650 pages each. These 
volumes are full of live, interesting matter, and 
should he in the hands of all who are in any way 
interested in the spread of gospel truth in foreign 
lands. Every Christian should be intelligent in 
regard to what is being done for the evangeliza
tion of the world, and we know of no better source 
of information than these books, which can be 
had by sending $2.00 to the publisher, Fleming 
H. Revell, 12 Bible House, New York, or 148 
and 150 l\1!!-dison Street, Chicago. 
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America remarks that Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps has contributed an able article to the 
Forum, entitled, "The Christianity of Christ," 
and adds: "This subject is little studied in the 
present generation, yet it is the only Christianity 
which should engage our thoughts or our devo
tion." 

America is evidently not well indoctrinated in 
the principles of National Reform, else it would 
understand that the Christianity of Christ is get
ting to be somewhat out of date, and is, according 
to that program, to be shortly superseded by Na
tional Christianity. Nevertheless, the words of 
America are true ; the Christianity of Christ "is 
the only Christianity which should engage our 
thoughts or our devotion." 

THE Christian Un·ion of May 9 notes the 
action of Vanderbilt in reducing Sunday travel 
on his railroads, .and says: The thanks of the re
ligious community are especially due to Mr .. Corn~
lius Vanderbilt, whose persistent urgency lll tlus 
matter has at length borne fruit." Why the thanks 
of the religious community? 'l'hey tell us that 
this Sunday-rest movement is not a religious 
affair at all, but that it was started by the work-: 
ingmen, and is solely in the interest of the work
ingmen. Then why should religious people feel 
specially thankful, since, according to Mr. Crafts, 
they only reluctantly took part in the crusade at 
.the urgent request of the laboring classes? It 
doesn't require very much discernment to tell 
why the religious community alone are mentioned 
as feeling thankful. The religious (not necessarHy 
Christian) community alone are interested in it. 
The majorit:y of the laboring men are indifferent 
or opposed. 

SoMEBODY has sel).t us a Chicago paper con
taining the following marked paragraph:-

"The gentleman named Schweinfurth, who is pos
ing as the Beekmanite Christ down about Rockford, 
is in a very pretty fix. The White Caps have served 
notice on him to leave that neck of woods. The 
fetching part of the ukase, however, lies in the alter
native which they present. If he doesn't decamp 
by a certain time the gentlemanly White Caps prom
ise to take Mr. Schweinfurth into the near-by woods, 
plaster the tar on him as long as it will stick, and 
then set him on fire. That's all. Only just that. 
And still Schweinfurth hesitates to skedaddle." 
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We have read of this man before, but never 
thought him worthy of any mention, and do not 
now; certain it is that we have no sympathy 
with his blasphemous pretensions, but we wish to 
say, now that the matter is up, that we think that 
bad as he may be he is not half as dangerous to 
the community as are the lawless scamps that 
threaten dire vengeance against him ; neither are 
his doctrines likely to do a tithe of the harm that 
will surely rise from the idea that seems to be 
gaining ground quite rapidly, that the majority of 
a community have a right to dictate to a minor
ity in matters of religion. If the Illinois pre
tender has violated the civil or criminal law of 
the State, then let the State deal with him as 
with other offenders ; but if his only offense has 
been to teach erroneous doctrines, whereby he has 
drawn away disciples after him, he should be pro
tected from violence even if the Governo_r has 
to order out the militia to db it. This White 
Cap business should be promr.tly stamped out. 

A Misleading Petition-Which One Is It? 

IN the February number of Our Day, the 
magazine edited by Joseph Cook, in an editorial 
notice .. of the presentation of the Sunday-law 
petition to Congress, we find the following:-

"The Seventh-day Adventists, whose chief aim in 
life seems to be to break down the American Sabbath, 
are circulating a misleading counter-petition, which 
gives the impression that it is the religious observance 
of the Sabbath which the great petition asks Congress 
to promote, whereas nothing is asked beyond pro
tection of Sunday rest and public worship in the do
main 'Of the National Government, as has been 
afforded in nearly all the States from the beginning to 
citizens in the domain of State governments." 

About the same time Mr. Crafts ·published a 
circular letter in which he said:-

" Prompt action on the petition is tl1e more im
portant from the fact that the enemies of the Sunday
Rest law, a curious combination of Saturdarians, 
saloonists, and a few papers, are becoming very active 
in the circulation of misrepresentations and mislead
ing counter-petitions, the latter so worded as to give 
the false impression that we are asking for a law to 
promote the religious observance of the Sabbath, 
whereas our petition seeks only protection for Sunday 
restand worship." 

Since so much is said about this counter
petition, it may be well to publish it, that all the 
readers of the AMERICAN SENTINEL may know 
what it does ask for. The petition reads as fol
lows:-

" 'l'o the Honorable, the Senate of the United States-
" We, the undersigned, adult residents of the United 

States, 21 years of age or more, hereby respectfully, but 
earnestly, petition your Honorable Body not to pass 
any bill in regard to the observance of the Sabbath, 
or Lord's day, or any other religious or ecclesiastical 
institution or rite; nor to favor in any way the adop
tion of any resolution for the amendment of the Na-

NUMBER 20. 

tional Constitution that would in any way tend, either 
directly or indirectly, to give preference to the prin
ciples of any religion or of any religious body above 
another, or that will in any way sanction legislation 
upon the subject of religion; but that the total sep
aration between religion and State, assured by the 
National Constitution as it now is, may forever remain 
as our fatherS established it." 

Now we can compare the statements with the 
petition. Mr. Cook and Mr. Crafts say that this 
counter-petition is misleading, in that it gives the 
false impression that the Sunday-law people are 
asking for the promotion or protection of the re
ligious observance of Sunday. But the most 
careful reader of the counter-petition will fail to 
find in it any reference whatever to the Ameri
can Sunday Union, or to a petition for a Sunday 
law, or to the Blair bill, or to anything whatever 
that has been done. It simply asks that Congress 
shall not pass a bill in regard to the observance 
of the Sabbath, or in regard to any other relig
ious institution; nor to favor any amendment 
that would tend to give preference to any relig
ion, or to any religious body, above another, but 
to keep Church and State entirely separate, as 
they were designed to be by the fathers of our 
country. In short, the sum of the petition is 
that Congress will not interfere in religious con
troversies, and in matters purely religious. Our 
Sunday-law friends claim that this is just what 
they want ; they claim that they do not want re
ligious legislation ; they claim that they want 
Church and State kept entirely separate. Now 
if they are sincere in their protestations, why do 
they object so strongly to this counter-petition? 
Indeed, if they mean what they say when they 
deny the charge that they are laboring for a un
ion of Church and State, and are so bitterly op
posed to civil interference in matters purely re
ligious, they ought to sign the petition. Indeed, 
they should be intensely anxious to sign it. If 
their protestations are of any value, then this 
so-called counter-petition is not a counter-petition 
at all, but is exactly in harmony with their peti
tion and their line of work, and they ought to 
adopt it. But they do not indorse it; they most 
bitterly denounce it. Then what shall we con
clude ? We can form no other conclusion than 
that they are not sincere when they say that they 
do not desir~ a union of Church and State; when 
they say that what their petition calls for is not 
religious legislation. It is the wounded bird that 
flutters. The hatred which they manifest to this 
petition, and their evident chagrin at the large 
number of signatures of the best people that have 
been secured for it, show that the petition strikes 
directly against their work. They show that the 
counter-petition asks Congress not to do' the very 
thing that their petition desires it to do. And 
what is that? It asks them not to legislate upon 
the subject of religion, and not to do anything 
that tends to Church and State union. By op~ 
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posing the petition which asks that this be not 
done, they show that they want it done. In no 
other way could they so clearly show the real ob
ject of the Sunday-law petition, and the spirit of 
the Sunday-law movement, than by the bitter op
position which they make to this counter-petition. 
Their action in the matter stamps their move
ment as a movement to secure a union of Church 

· and State, and nothing else. 
Now we will have a little direct testimony con

cerning the matter of the religious observance of 
Sunday, which both Mr. Cook and Mr. Crafts say 
they do not desire. · We will quote once more 
a few statements which will show clearly just 
what they do want. We have given them many 
times, but we shall doubtless be compelled to re
peat them many more times, for the Sunday peo-. 
ple persist in telling the people generally another 
thing from what they talk among themselves. 
First, we repeat the statement made by Mrs. Bate
ham in her speech at the Washington Convention 
last summer. Referring to the petitions that 
hung around the assembly room, she said :-

"As I look about this church to-night, I cannot 
help thinking of the fourteen million people that 
this meeting represents, all of whom are praying to 
have the holy day observed. They are praying that 
the Government will pass a law that will compel the 
people to observe the first day of the week; and peo
ple in every State of the Union are distributing circulars 
to secure signatures to that effect." 

This statement is taken from the report in the 
Lutheran Observer of December 21, 1888, whose 
editor, Dr. Conrad, was one of the speakers at 
the convention, and is one of the officers of the 
American Sunday Union. Nothing that we 
could say could more directly .contradict the 
statement made by Mr. Cook and Mr. Crafts 
than does this statement by Mrs. Bateham. 
They say that their petition does not ask for the 
religious observance of the day, but she says that 
the petitioners pray to have the holy day observed. 
Of course, we know that there were not fourteen 
million petitioners, and that the day is not holy ; 
but her statement intimates that those who signed 
the petition intelligently did so with the under
standing that it was a request to have the day ob
served as though it were holy. It is true that 
the petition itself does not say anything about 
religious observance ; but Mrs. Bateham says 
that those who sign the petition thereby pray 
that the Government will pass a law to compel 
the people to observe the first day of the week. 
And the fact that she calls it a holy day shows 
that they sign the petition with the unde_rstand
ing that it is to secure the compulsory observ
ance of Sunday as a holy day. Therefore, if 
Mr. Cook and Mr. Crafts are so righteously in
dignant because their petition has been, as they 
say, misrepresented and made to appear as though 
it called for the religious observance of Sunday, 
they should turn their guns upon Mrs. Bateham. 
Not an enemy to the Sunday-law petition or the 
Sunday-law movement has said a single thing be
youd what Mrs. Bateham herself has said. 

Again, in the report above referred to in the 
Lutheran Observer, we find the following state-
ment made by Dr. Crafts. He said, "The bill 
which has been introduced makes Sunday the 
ideal Sabbath of the Puritan, which day shall 
only be occupied by worship." That bill was in
troduced by Senator Blair in response to the peti
tion which has been referred to, which was gotten 
up by theW oman's Christian Temperance Union. 
Yet Mr. Crafts says that they do not want any
thing like religious legislation, and that they 
don't petition to have Sunday observed religiously. 

Again, Mr. Crafts said in his address before 
the general assembly of the Knights of Labor, re
ported in the Journal of United Labor, November 
29, 1888, that "the weekly day of rest has never 
been secured in any land, except on the basis 
of religious obligation. Take the religion out 
and,you take the rest out." 

Col. Elliott F. Shepard is president of the 
American Sunday Union. The New York Mail 
and Express of January 25, 1889, gives in full 
his address before the convention upon his elec
tion as president of the Union. In that address, 
he spoke of the petition as follows:-

"We have already been told that there are upon 
this petition for a ~ational Sunday-Rest law some 
six millions of Protestants, and some seven millions of 
Romanists. The Romanists are supposed to be repre
sented by that one signature-of Cardinal Gibbons
which was obtained with much less trouble than the 
greater part of the Protestants in our country. We 
have some six millions already on the petition, so that 
we have a basis to work upon; but there are still 
fifty-two millions of Protestants whom we must inter
est in this movement. We must go on ; we must bring 
them to sign the petition for the Sabbath. We 
are very glad to welcome as a coadjutor the Roman 
Catholic Church in any branch of Christianity, or in 
any form of benevolent work in which it will consent 
to join us ; but we must not forget the greater number 
of the population outside of that church, and we are 
bound to prosecute this work until we lay its bind
ing truths of divine authority before the whole people, 
and bring them all into the valley of decision. 
Choose this day

1
whom ye will serve; if the Lord be 

God, serve him; and if the world be God, serve that. 
You have to say yes or no-whether you will stand 
by the decalogue, whether you will stand. by the 
Lord God Almighty, or whether you will turn your back 
upon him. The work, therefore, of this society has 
just begun. We do not put this work on mere human 
reasoning-for all that can be overthrown·by human 
reason. We rest it directly and only on the divine 
commandment.'' 

Now this shows that their petition is the one 
that is misleadiug. It shows that they expect to 
gain a great deal more than appears on the 
face of their petition; it shows that they have 
worded their petition just so as to secure the 
greatest number of signatures to it. They are 
multiplying signatures by every means, both fair 
and foul-principa1ly foul-counting in !ts favor 
thousands of people who never heard of it, as 
well as other thousands who have heard of it, but 
who know really nothing as to its real design ; 
and then they intend to wheel these petitioners 
into line, as favoring their construction of the pe
tition, and demanding a law to compel people to 
observe Sunday as a holy day. 

We might give other quotations from the lead
ers in the Sunday movement, but th~se are suffi
cient. We are not dealing in conjectures, but we 
give the statements as they appear in black and 
white, upon the authority of the leaders of the 
Sunday-law workers themselves. If anything in 
our language seems to be harsh, we leave it to the 
candid reader to decide if it is not just. We 
make no scruple in charging bad faith upon the 
leaders in this Sunday-law movement, because 
we condemn them only out of their own mouths; 
but in so doing we wish to make no reflections 
upon these men as individuals. We have no doubt 
that personally they are very pleasant men, and 
that under almost any other circumstance they 
would reason logically and act fairly. We attrib
ute their course, not to any inherent wickedness in 
themselves but to the force of circumstances. They 
have committed themselves to the securing of an 
iniquitous law, and such a law can be secured only 
by iniquitous methods. Religious legislation 
by civil Governments has always been marked by 

fraud and a disregard .for the rights of dissenters ; 
and when these men give themselves to such un
righ_t;eous work they can do no other than. what 
they are doing. We pity them, and hope that 
some of them, at least, may see the error of their 
way and turn from it. E. J. w. 

Trusts. 

THE "Trust" is now the favorite scheme by 
which the greedy increase their gains. There is 
the Whisky Trust, the Sugar Trust, the Coffee 
Trust, the Oil Trust, and Trusts of all kinds too 
numerous to mention. A Trust is formed by 
the leading dealers in a certain article of trade 
laying together all their iuterests in that line, 
making a combination so strong as to control the 
market, and then· putting up the price to the 
highest possible point. If a dealer refuses to 
join the Trust and does not follow the rise in 
price which is laid upon the article by the Trust, 
then the Trust takes steps to compel him either ·to 
join the Trust or go out of business. If the Trust 
cannot so fully control the market as to keep him 
from buying from anybody but them, at their own 
price, then they will run down the price so low 
that he cannot afford to sell at such a rate, and 
in one way or the other the object of the Trust is 
accomplished,-he is either forced into the Trust 
or out of the business,-and then the Trust, hav
ing the field entirely to itself, puts up the price 
to the highest possible point, clears immense sums, 
pays its trustees enormous salaries, and divides 
the profits amongst the. managers of the cornbiria
tion, making them, many times, millionaires in a 
very few years. The Standard Oil Trust, for in
stance, has nine trustees who are paid a salary 
of $25,000 a year, and divides among its mana
gers profits amounting to millions every year. 

It will readily be .seen that the word "Trust" 
is but another name for an organized monopoly, 
but with this characteristic: it is wholly irrespon
sible. A corporation, a railroad or steamboat 
line for instance, may secure a monopoly of the 
traffic in a certain locality, but being a corpora
tion, receiving its charter from the State, it is re
sponsible to the State, and the State may put a 
check upon its exorbitant greed. But a Trust is 
not incorporated, is responsible to nobody ·but it
self. The following from the Christian at Work 
fitly describes the Trust:-

"What after all is a Trust? Well, for one thing it 
is neither a corporation nor a well-defined common
law Trust; it avoids the checks and safeguards which 
a wise public policy has thrown around corporate 
acts; its articles of agreement are secret and jealously 
guarded even from the investor himself; no charter 
nor statements need be filed for public inspection; no 
reports need be made or published ; it may carry on· 
any business it desires ; the principles of ultra vires 
acts do not check it ; no limit is placed by statute on 
its capital stock; no law prevents an increase or de
crease of its Trust certificates ; no qualifications are 
prescribed for its trustees ; no tax is levied on its char
ter or franchises or capital stock ; no limit is placed 
by the public. on the power and discretion of its trust
ees; rio publicity is given to its acts. It may move 
from State to State; it may evade taxation and defy 
the powers of courts ; it wields vast sums of money 
secretly, instantaneou~ly, and effectively to accompli3h 
its nefu.rious ends; and it does all thia not for the ad
vancement of the community and the Nation, but for 
the purposes of extortion and for the annihilation of 
independent firms. Such a trust is the Suga,. Trust ; 
such are the four great Oil Trusts-such in short are 
almost all the Trusts." 

It is evident that, in its accepted use, the word 
" Trust" signifies a combination of capital for the 
formation of an irresponsible monopoly to rob the 
consumer of the extra price which he can thus be 
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forced to pay. This is the one extreme. There trade so as to enable them to follow some useful 
is another monopoly, although not called a Trust, occupation. We are not informed whether their 
at the other extreme, which is as irresponsible, request was granted or not. But even if it were, 
and consequently as despotic, as any Trust in ex- we know that even this refuge is not long to be 
istence can be. Although not called a Trust, to left them ; for the despotism of the labor Trust is 
all interests and purposes it is a Trust. Although, controlling the State, and is· already declaring 
by those who compose it, it is not granted that it that the trades shall not be followed to any rna
is a monopoly, yet a monopoly it is. Instead of terial extent even in penal institutions, but that 
calling this a Trust it is called a Union. Instead all criminals shall be supported in comparative 
of a monopoly in certain lines of trade, it is a idleness. 
monopoly of labor. What we refer to is the trades- The third week of last July, the Legislature of 
union. It is as really a Trust, and as certainly a New York, in response to the "labor" agitators, 
monopoly, as any Trust or any monopoly that enacted a law which provides that no manufact
was ever formed. And, like any other monopoly, uring machinery shall be used in any of the 
its greed grows by what it feeds upon. penal institutions of that State; that hand labor 

An instance in point (if any instance were only shall be employed; that only such articles 
needed to show what is palpable to all) will show shall be made therein as can be used in the penal 
that the action of the Union is identical with or public institutions of the State ; and that none 
that of the Trust: In the fishing season of 1888 of the prison products shalr be sold to the pub
the Fisherman's Union in the Columbia River lie. And why is this? Because, it is said, ar
formed a combination so strong that no outside ticles manufactured in prison by convict labor 
fisherman was allowed to enter the Columbia to and sold outside, come into competition with arti
fish. Then, having secured control" of the river, cles manufactured outside by "free labor," thus 
they forced up the price of fish so that each fish- lowering the prices of the outside articles, which 
erman of the Union made from seven to ten dol- tends to reduce wages and degrade "labor"! 
lars a day. The only difference between this and Is it necessary to point out to any man who 
the Trust is in the amount seoored to the parties thinks, the blind fallacy of:' such an argument? 
interested in the monopoly. Do these men not know that if the State is not 

More thah this, the trades-union not only as- allowed to make the convicts support themselves, 
sumes the monopoly of work within the trades, it they will have to be supported by taxation? 
monopolizes the trades themselves. This combi- And if the manufacturer has to pay increased 
nation that is responsible to no law, presumes to taxes, wages will be lowered accordingly. But 
make and enforce the law that nobody shall learn the labor monopoly may say, We will not allow 
al!-Y trade without the consent of the Union; and him to lower the wages. Very well, he will then 
that consent is granted only to a limited number. add to the price of his goods the extra tax which 
Under this "law" of the trades-union Trust a he pays to support idle convicts, and when the 
manufacturer cannot apprentice his owh son, at 
his.own trade, in his own shop, without the con
sent of the labor Trust. Some months since a 
young man wrote a letter to Mayor Hewitt, of 
New York City, asking to be directed to some 
place where he could learn some mechanical em
ployment. He said that he had applied to more 
than fifty employers to be received as an appren
tice, but could not find an entrance anywhere. 
The mayor replied, regretting that he could not 
give him a favorable answer, and said:-

"Inthis great city there ought to be abundant op
portunity for every young man to learn a trade. 
Under the regulations adopted by the various trades
unions, the number of apprentices is limited, so 
that there is growing up in our midst a large number 
of young men who cannot find access to any mechan
ical employment. This is a lamentable state of af
fairs, because these young men are turned loose upon 
the streets, and grow up in habits of idleness, result
ing in vice and crime. If this action of the trades 
societies in this matter really limited the competition 
for employment which they experience, it might be 
defended, at least upon selfish principles; but inas
much as foreign workmen are free to come to this 
country in unlimited numbers, the only effect of 
these regulations is to keep our own young men out 
of useful employment, which is freely open to those 
who are born and trained in foreign countries. The 
evil is of the most serious character, and I trust that 
this statement of it may lead to a reconsideration on 
the part of the various trades organizations who now 
restrict the right of employment without benefit to 
themselves, but to the great injury of the rising gen
eratioh." 

We seriously doubt whether this statement, or 
any other, will ever lead to any such reconsidera
tion as the mayor r;;uggests. Monopolies never 
voluntarily loose their grip. 

Only lately some boys in Chicago made appli
cation to the Police CoQrt to be sent to the Indus
trial School, or House of Correction, that they 
might become sufficiently acquainted with some 

laboring man buys any manufactured article he 
will pay the tax. And if the merchant or the 
grocer has to pay an increased tax for the sup
port of convicts, he will add the amount to the 
price of his goods, and when the laboring man . 
buys a piece of muslin, or a pound of coffee, he 
pays the tax which the State is compelled to levy 
to support the criminals, whom he himself has 
declared shall not be allowed to do enough to 
support themselves. The whole subject then re
solves itself into this simple question: Shall the 
convicts be made to do enough work to clear the 
expense which they cause, or shall the laboring 
man support them in idleness so that the proper 
dignity of labor may be maintained? 

Thus the labor monopoly forces the youth into 
idleness rather than to allow them to support 
themselves by honest trades. Through enforced 
idleness they are led into vice and crime, and by 
that into jails and penitentiaries; and even there 
the labor monopoly compels him to dwell in idle
ness. Therefore of all Trusts the labor Trust is 
the most heartless ; of all monopolies the labor 
monopoly is most wicked. To say that such or
ganizations are in the interests of labor, is a per
version of language. Their principal effect, if 
not their direct aim, is solely to promote idleness, 
with its inevitable consequences,-vice and crime. 

.A.. T. J". 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.-One fatal mistake 
which has contributed to support the throne of 
Intolerance, is to suppose that people may be 
made religious by force; that torturing and 
mangling the body may benefit the soul. It ap
pears much more self-evident that if a man has 
not a religion of his own choice, he can have none 
at all. A man may be constrained to dissemble 
what he really is, and to affect to be what he is 
not; but he cannot be compelled to be a servant 
of God.-Selected. 

Mr. Crafts against Facts. 

WE have before us a copy of the Vineland 
(N. J:) Evening Journal, of Aprill9, which con
tains a report of an address on the ,Blair Sunday
Rest bill, delivered in that place bY. Doctor 
Crafts. From that report we make the following 
brief quotations; that we rll'ay compare them with 
the facts:-

" The Blair bill, said .he, is not what its enemies 
would have it. Blair drew this bill for the Sabbath 
men the same as any lawyer would draw bills for any 
client. Blair has drawn bills for another sect who are 
opposed in some degree to the American Sabbath, or 
a day of rest. The two bills are put together by 
enemies of the Rest bill, and thus misrepresentations 
are made. When Blair drew the original bill he 
used his own language, and the bill read ' promote ' 
Sabbath observance instead of 'protect.' Enemies 
took the word ' promote ' as an effort to get God in 
the Constitution and establish State religions-that is, 
religions supported and maintained by the State. 

"The friends of the bill never had any desire to' pro
mote ' Sabbath observance, and therefore that word 
was stricken out and ' protect' inserted, and this was 
done immediately, but the enemy still delights in in
forming the people that 'promote' is the word. Dr. 
Crafts gave a history of how the movement for Sab
bath observance first started, and denied, as has been 
charged, that theW. C. T. U. was at the head of the 
move. The movement was started, not as a religious 
measure at all, but because some people saw that it 
was necessary to have a day of rest for the health of 
the multitudes, and that in these days of soulless cor
porations and combinations, it was necessary that 
law should stand between the 'spoiler' and the em
ployes. When P.M. Arthur, the head of the Loco
motive Engineers, and T.V. Powderly, the head of 
the Knights of Labor, each representing thousands of 
signatures, signed the petition for this Sunday-Rest 
bill, it was plain that they saw a need of a day of rest 
for the workingmen. Now labor organizations are 
taking the matter up and will carry reform out. Un
derstand that ' religious observance' nor the ' word 
of God' are not mentioned in the bill, and are no 
part of it. The ' Rest bill' is for the benefit of the 
masses and the health of the people. Tho bill does 
not deny the right to work to any citizen in the United 
States, on any day of the week, provided that citizen 
does not engage in trade where there is competition, so 
that his neighbor is compelled to keep open his ehop." 

We know nothing of a bill that Mr. Blair has 
drawn for a sect that is opposed to the American 
Sabbath or to a day of rest. Indeed, we do not 
know of any sect in the United States that is op
posed to a day of rest; but whatever other bills 
Mr. Blair may have drawn up, the enemies of the 
Sunday-Rest bill have not put together nor con
founded it with any other. All our strictures 
have been made upon the Sunday-Rest bill, with
out any regard to any other bilL Further, Mr. 
Blair did not draw up the Sunday-Rest bill just 
as a lawyer would draw up any bill, but has 
shown himself intensely partisan in pushing the 
bill. In the notice which the April number of 
Our Day gives to the hearing on the Rest bill, 
we find this sentence: "W esubjoin from its pages 
some of the dialogues between Senator Blair (who 
showed himself matchless in cross-questioning) 
and the opponents. of the bill." This states the 
case exactly, as the reader of that hearing will 
see. Mr. Blair did act the part of a paid attorney, 
cross-questioning and arguing with the opponents 
of the bill, but assisting those that were praying 
for its passage. This may be set down as one in· 
stance where Mr. Crafts unfortunately differs 
with facts. 

Again, concerning the relative importance of 
the words "promote" and "protect." It is not 
true, as ·Mr. Crafts states, that " the enemy still 
delights in informing the people that 'promote' is 
the word." It is a matter of fact that the bill 
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was not amended, nor was any substitute intro
duced during the session of Congress. •All there 
is to it is this: The American Sabbath Union, 
at its meeting in Washington last December, saw 
that the statement that the hill was designed to 
promote the observance of Sunday as a day of re
ligions worship, showed too plainly upon its face 
that it was an act to • establish a State religion. 
Accordingly they appointed a committee to for
mulate changes they desired in the bill. This com
mittee reported; and among other things was the 
substitution of the word "protect" for "promote" 
in the preamble and last clause of the bill. These 
changes we immediately noted, publishing the 
original bill side by side with the bill as the 
Union desired it to read; we have printed it 
more than once, and have repeatedly referred 
to the change from "promote" to "protect ; " al
though, as it has been said before, the bill which 
was introduced into Congress read, "to promote 
its (the first day) observance as a day ofreligious 
worship," until the bill died a natural death by 
the adjournment of Congress. 

What Mr. Crafts objects to, however, is the 
fact that we have showed that the word "protect" 
does not conceal the object of the bill any more 
than did the word "promote." We have shown 
again and again that so far as the people who ob
serve Sunday are concerned, they do not need any 
more protection than they already have. There 
is abundant provision in the laws of every State 
for the protection of religious worship. And the 
bill which Mr. Blair introduced does not say that 
it is desired that the people shall be protected, but 
that the religious observance of the day shall be 
protected ; and that can mean nothing else but 
that all the people shall be prohibited from using 
the day in any other way than as a day of religious 
worship. 

And this is just what Mr. Crafts himself has 
said that they desire to secure by the passage of 
the bill. In the Washington Convention he de
clared that "the bill which has been introduced 
makes Sunday the ideal Sabbath of' the Puritans, 
which day shall be occupied only by worship." 
So here we have No. 2 of Mr. Crafts's unfortu
nate collisions with facts. 

Again; the report says that." Dr. Crafts gave a 
history of how the movement for Sabbath observ
ance :first started, and denied, as has been charged, 
that the \Voman's Christian Temperance Union 
was at the head of the movement." Unfortu
nately for Mr. Crafts, we have something upon 
this point also. In the Union Signal of May 3, 
1888, there appeared a report of' a hearing which 
the. Senate Committee on Education and Labor 
gave on the 6th of the preceding month to the 
friends of' a Sunday law. Mrs. J. C. Bateham, 
the superintendent of the Sabbath Observance 
Department of the 'Voman's Christian Temper
ance Union, presented the opening paper, and was 
followed by several ministers. The Union Signal, 
to which we just referred, said: "Senator Blair 
will now draft and present a bill for us." This 

· shows that the bill was introduced at the request 
of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 

Again, in the hearing before the committee on 
Education and Labor, on Thursday, December 
13, 1888, Mrs. Bateham, in replying to a question 
by Mr. Blair, said: "This petition work has 
been done chiefly by our Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union. The ministry, I may say, have 
had almost nothing to do with it. It was started 
in behalf of the elevation of the masses to protect 

the morality of the people." This is sufficient 
on that point. 

Mr. Crafts says that the movement was started, 
not as a religious measure at all, but because 
some people saw that it was necessary to have a 
day of' rest for the health of the multitude. 
Again he says: "Understand that 'religious ob
servance' nor the 'word of God' are not men
tioned in the bill and are no part of it. The 
Rest bill is for the benefit of the masses, and the 
health of the people." Mr. Crafts may presume 
upon the ignorance of the people to whom he 
lectures, but he ought to take some precaution 
to keep his lectures from getting into print, where 
they can be seen by those who are familiar with 
the Blair bill. With his statement that relig
ious observance is· not mentioned in the bill, and 
is no part of' it, com~are the preamble of the bill. 
We quote it with the changes desired by the 
American Sabbath Union, so that Mr. Crafts 
can find nq fault with it. It reads as follows :-

"A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of 
the Lord's day, commonly known as Sunday, as a 
day of rest, and to protect its observance as a day of re
ligious worship." 

Now it is technically true that the term "re
ligious observance" does not occur in this pre
amble; that is, the words do not occur in just 
that relation ; but nevertheless it is plainly de
clared that the bill is to protect the religious ob
servance of the day. But this is not all ; the 
bill itself closes with the statement that "the act 
shall be construed sp far as possible to secure to 
the whole people rest from toil during Sunday, 
their mental and moral culture, and the protec
tion of the religious observance of the day." Yet 
in the face of this Mr. Crafts wishes us to under
stand that" religious observance" is not mentioned 
in the bill and is no part of it ! The reader can 
draw his own conclusions as to the design of Mr. 
Crafts in making that statement. 

Again he says that "when P. M. Arthur, the 
head of the Locomotive Engineers, and T. V. 
Powderly, the bead of the Knights of Labor, 
each representing thousands of' signatures, signed 
the petition for this Sunday-Rest bill, it was 
plain that they saw the need of a day of rest 
for the workingmen." Mr. Crafts is here trying 
to substantiate his assertions that this Sunday 
movement was originated solely by the working
men and not by the .churche~. But it is about as 
nefarious a statement as the other; for, as a mat
ter of fact, Mr. Powderly and Mr. Arthur did not 
indorse the petition in behalf of' the thousands 
who had never seen it, until Mr. Crafts had la
bored with them for several hours, overcoming 
their objections. And further than this, the 
Union Signal, referring to the vote passed by the 
General Assembly of the Knights of Labor after 
Mr. Crafts had argued and pleaded with them, 
said that it was a wonderful victory achieved by 
Mr. Crafts. It could not have been very much of 
a victory to secure the signatures of those working
men, if the workingmen had instituted the move
ment. There seems to be a little discrepancy 
here which we will leave to Mr. Crafts to ex
plain. 

Once more, Mr. Crafts says that the bill does 
not deny the right to work to any citizen in the 
United States, on any day of the week,provided 
that citizen does not engage in trade, where there 
is competition, so that his neighbor is compelled 
to keep open his shop. If we had the space we 
would reprint the bill in full; but those who have 
files of'the AMERICAN SENTINEL can find it,· and 

can verify our statement that the bill specifies 
nothing of the kind. We will quote enough to 
show that it does deny ·the right of' any per
son subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States to work on Sunday, even if he is 
not engaged in trade, and if' there is no compe
tition. Se~tion 1 of the bill (and let it be under
stood that we are quotl.ng from the bill as 
amended by the AmericanSabbath Union) reads 
as follows :-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of .America in Congress assem
bled, That no person or corporation, or the agent, 
servant, or employe of any person or corporation, 
shall perform or authorize to be performed any secu
lar work, labor, or business to the disturbance of 
others, works· of necessity, mercy, and humanity ex
cepted; nor shall any person engage in any play, 
game,or amusement, or recreation, to the disturbance of 
others on the first day of the week, commonly known 
as the Lord's day, or during any part thereof, in any 
Territory, district, vessel, or place subject to the ex
clusive jurisdiction of the United States; nor shall it 
be lawful for any person or corporation to receive 
pay for labor or service performed or rendered in 
violation of this section." 

We advise Mr. Crafts to study the Sunday bill 
a little more thoroughly before he lectures again. 
We might dwell at length 'upon the last ~?tate
ment quoted by Mr. Crafts in regard to compe
tition, but if we merely call attention to it it will 
be sufficient in this place to let the reader see 
that if' his statement were true it would show that 
the Sunday movement was simply a part of' a gi
gantic monopoly, that if carried out would eclipse 
anything that has ever been known. All that we 
designed to do in this article was to call attention 
to the almost constant collisions between the 
statements of the leaders in the Sunday-law 
movement and the truth. It can truly be said of 
them that they are not afraid of the truth, for 
they meet it in conflict nearly every day. 

E. J. W. 

Is the United States a Christian Nation? 

Tms question is answered in the affirmative by 
most Christians living in our glorious country. 
Let us see if the affirmation is based upon truth. 
How do those who hold that we are a Christian 
Nation prove, or attempt to prove, such to be a 
fact? Sonie would-be proofs for our national 
Christianity have recently come to our notice in 
the Rocky Mountain News, a leading political pa
per in this section of the country. Before giving 
his reasons why we are a Christian Nation, the 
editor of the News in the issue of April 11, by 
way of general . remark, says: "It is singular 
that an intelligent person should question a prop
osition that is so palpably true." That proposition, 
however, is not so palpably true as the editor would 
imagine. "The truth is," the editor says a few 
sentences further onward, "that it (the first 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States) merely establishes an equality of rights 
among Christian denominations, and incidentally 
admits and tolerates unbelief'." This sentence 
misrepresents ·the first amendment entirely; but 
even if the sentence contained the truth, does the 
fact, we ask, that theN ation in its Constitution es-

. tablishes, and that merely establishes, an equality 
of rights among !ihe various Christian .denomina
tions, constitute it a Christian Nation? No, nc 
·more than does the "incidental toleration of un· 
belief" constitute it an infidel Nation. 

One of the "reasons". why we are a Christian 
Nation, according·to the News, is the following: 
"The Nation was established by Christians and if 
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still mainly composed of the same class of beings." 
But an institution established by Christians is not 
necessarily a Christian institution; the church fair 
of the Roman Catholic Churcltes in Denver, 
which was mentioned in No. 15 of the Witness, 
was gotten. up and was patronized by persons de
nominated Christians ; but did that fact make it 
a christian affair ? Then it is not true that the 
Nation at the present time is mainly composed of 
Christians. Statistics serve to show that only one
third of the population of thG country is pro
fessedly Christian. Another proof' advanced 
for our being a Christian Nation is the fact, as 
the editor says, that the Christian religion was 
recognifed in various conventions prior to the 
Continental Congress, also in that Congress, also in 
the Constitution, in so far as the latter has " the 
provision that precludes Congress from ' prohibit
ing the free exercise thereof.' " But recognizing 
the Christian religion in the manner in which the 
Constitution does, this does not make the respect
ive person or Nation a Christian person or Nation. 
For how is it recognized? Is it recognized by the 
Na.tionin its Constitution by declaring it to be the 
religion of theN ation ? No; the Christian religion 
is recognized by the Nation only in so far as in 
its Constitution it declares this religion to be one 
which the members of the Nation may believe, 
and the precepts of which they may practice. 
Then the Christian religion is not ~ven definitely· 
or separately mentioned, but all other religions 
are placed on the same plane with it, and as far 
as the Constitution is concerned are entitled to 
equal respect, belief, a9.d practice in this conn
try. 

Thwe proofs for our being a Christian Nation, 
it is evident, we trust, are unsound; let us throw 
them overboard. If this is all that can be ·ad
duced as proof that we are a Christian Nation, 
then the assertion may fearlessly be made that 
we are not a Christian Nation. 

In order to set forth the truth of this proposi
tion more plainly, it must continually be borne 
in mind what constitutes a nation. A nation is 
a mass of people living in a given country and 
governed according to given laws, which are in 
c.onformity with a certain so-called constitution. 
Now in order to determine whether a nation is 
monarchical, aristocratic, or democratic, refer
ence must be had to the constitution of that na
tion, and not to the private opinions of its differ
ent members. For, granted that, in the present 
day, a majority of our people, which, however, we 
hope is not the case, were monarchical in their 
views and tendencies, would that make our N a
tion a monarchy? Not at all! But those people 
could make this Nation monarchical, provided 
they were sufficiently strong in numbers to have 
the Constitution altered according to their wishes, 
and actually had this done. But so long as that 
has not been accomplished, the Nation remains a 
democracy, in consequence of the Constitution de
claring it such and actually constituting it such. 

Likewise, if we wish to determine whether the 
United States as a Nation is a religious Nation, 
we must not ask, Are the majority of the people 
religious or not? but recourse must be had to 
the Constitution. Now is the United States a 
religious Nation? Yes, if the word religion is 
taken in its broadest sense; for the Constitution, 
indirectly at least, as we take it, recognizes a 
God, a supreme Being, for instance, in Art. II, 
Sec. 1, No. 9. But is the United States a Chris
tian Nation? No; for nowhere in the Con
stitution can there be found one word that rec-

ognizes the Christian God and the Christian 
religion, nor that can be construed as recognizing 
them. So little does the Constitution even dream 
of doing this that it forbids it in its very first 
amendment, which is as follows: " Congress 
shall malce no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
press ; or the right of the people peaceably to as
semble, and to petition the Government for a re
dress of grievances." 

In the Rocky Mountain Ne:ws of March 25, 
of the present year, there is an article in which 
the following words occur pertaining to the 
Christian religion and the Constitution of the 
United States : "In a letter published in the Sen
tinel, December 5, 1789, addressed to the Pres
byterians of New Hampshire and Massachusetts 
(who had complained of the omission of an ac
knowledgment of God in the Constitution) George 
Washington said that religion was left out of 
that document ' because it belongs to the churches 
and not to the State.' ' Religion,' said Madison, 
'is not within the purview of human government.' 
Benjamin Franklin wrote, October 9, 1780 : 
' When a religion is good I conceive that it will 
supp~rt itself, and when it cannot support it
self, and God does not care to support it, so that 
its professors are obliged to call for help of the 
civil power, it is a sign, I apprehend, of its being 
a bad on~.' Justice Story said : 'It was deemed 
advisable to exclude from the National Govern
ment all power upon the subject. The Catholic 
and the Protestant, theCalvinistand the Armenian, 
the Jew and the infidel, may sit down to the 
common table of our n[ttional councils.' A treaty 
adopted between the United States and Tripoli, 

· November 4, 1796, signed by George Washington, 
contains this sentiment: 'The Government of 
the United States is not in any sense founded on 
the Christian religion.' " ' 

These sentiments express the Lutheran doc
trine concerningChurch and State. The Church 
and the State are two radically different institu
tions, each moving in a sphere peculiar to itself. 
Let each remain in its own sphere; let neither 
interfere with the affairs of the other. Both have 
a work to perform ; let each perform the work ap
pointed to itself.-Rev. H. Raup, in Lutheran 
Witness, St. Louis, May 7, 1889. 

How to Reach the Masses. 

I LIVE in Washington City, and am pastor of 
the Central Presbyterian Church, which is lo
cated in a densely-populated portion of the city. 
There are no rented pews; the seats are free at 
all the services; the enth;,e revenue is derived 
from the weekly gifts of the congregation; all 
comers are equally and alike made welcome. 
There are persons of all conditions and classes 
who are regular members of the church and con
gregation. In the last few years every house 
within four blocks of the church has been visited 
by members of the congregation, going two and 
two, and the inmates have been kindly and cor
dially invited to the services. The pastor has 
extended repeated invitations to scores of the 
"masses" living near the house of worship. Yet 
at this very moment there are enough of these 
"masses" within f!ve minutes' walk of the church, 
who never attend the worship of the Most High 
God, to pack to its utmost capacity our present 
edifice and another one of the same size. 

Now, what are we to do to save these masses 
who refuse to be saved; to evangelize these masses 

who will not be evangelized; to gather into the 
church these masses who will not be gathered? 
Some of the masses are lawyers, capitalists, mer
chants, mechanics, wage-workers, and some very 
poor; but, as they do not and will not come to 
church, they are all masses. Is my life and the 
life of my congregation to he entirely devoted to 
one unceasing effort to bring these people to 
church? If, after repeated invitations and offers 
of the gospel, they continually and willfully re
ject Christ, is it like our Lord, and does it honor 
him, to force his salvation on unwilling souls? 

A chosen apostle said: "Seeing ye thrust it 
from you and judge yourselves unworthy of ever
lasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." The 
church has been fairly flooded of late years with 
publications of all sorts and sizes proclaiming 
the gross neglect of the masses by evangelical 
churches and Christians. Statistics have ,been 
tabulated, ad nauseum, to prove that all manner 
of failures and dire evils are upon us. True, the 
facts are dark enough. The devil is very busy, 
and evil is rampant. True, believers continue, 
as they have ever been, a little flock, and as they 
will continue until the Lord returns, when he will 
give them the kingdom. · Christ is still a rejected 
king. I venture the assertion that nine-tenths of 

·the churches of this land, city or country, are 
never filled at any regular service, morning or 
evening; and, if all the services are considered, 
we can furni8h seats free for just as many more 
people as now come to church. The church has 
always furnished, and is furnishing to-day, far 
more seats than there are persons who come to fill 
them. The gospel agents, agencies, and accom
modations are sufficient to evangelize all the 
masses of cities and countries in less than a week, 
if only the masses were willing; but, alas! this 
unwillingness is the supreme difficulty, which only 
the Holy Spirit can remove.-Rev. A. W. Pitzer, 
in th~ Interior. 

A Statement of Baptist Principles. 

THE following letter, referred to elsewhere in 
these columns, and which we are kindly per
mitted to publish, is from a Baptist clergyman, 
and should commend itself to every fair-minded 
person, both by the candor of its tone and by the 
sentiments expressed in it. It is another evi
dence that all Baptists are not ready to prove rec
reant to the principles for which Roger Williams 
so heroical1y suffered. We trust it will be care
fully read, and candidly pondered, especially by 
those who imagine that opposition to religious 
legislation is akin to infidelity. 

SALINAS, Cal., May 9, 1889. 
W. A. RuNNELs-Dear Sir: Your kind letter 

of April 17 is before me, and I have received 
two or three copies of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. 
One of the principal reasons why I am a Baptist 
is the positive and radical position of the denom
ination on the subject of Church and State. The 
entire and absolute separation of Church and 
State has been a cardinal principle with American 
Baptists from Roger Williams down to the 
present time. It was through the direct efforts of 
Virginia Baptists, aided by Washington, Jeffer
son, and Madison, that the first amendment to 
the Federal Constitution was adopted, providing 
that Congress should have no power to establish 
a religion, or. prohibit the people .in the free ex
ercise of their individual religious convictions. 
The literature of the American Baptist Publi-
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cation Society is liberally permeated . with the 
doctrine of soul liberty and the rights of con
science. 

The sermon on this subject, by Rev. R. D. 
Clark, of Eureka, published in the SENTINEL of 
April 24, has the true Baptist ring. No intel
ligent Baptist can controvert his position. It is 
as fundamental and firm as the everlasting rock, 
and in· vain will the waves of religious fanaticism 
and intolerance break against it. All that Chris
tian people have a right to ask of the State is, 
protection in their worship and church work. All 
Sunday laws and Sabbath laws which require the 
people to yield a certain observance of a certain 
day in the interests of religion, is contrary to the 
spirit of our Government, and an invasion of the 
civil rights guaranteed to every citizen of the 
republic. When will the people learn that the 
religion of Jesus Christ can never be implanted 
in the heart by legislative enactments and civil 
processes? I believe the first day of the week is 
the "Lord's day," to be observed by his people 
under the new covenant, but I do not believe its 
observance is to be enforced by legal enactments. 
If this institution of religion is to be sustained by 
the pains and penalties of civil power, then why 
not all other Christian institutions, including 
baptism and the Lord's Supper? Where is the 
difference in principle? While I insist upon my 
right to hold public worship on the first day of 
the week, I insist with equal tenadty that the 
Sabbatarian has just as good a right, from a civil 
standpoint, to hold public worship on the seventh 
day of the week. 

It is the province of the State to recognize, 
track out, and punish crime; but, when it comes 
to the ordinances, institutions, and ·· forms of 
Christian worship, we say to it, HANDS OFF. 

These are my views upon this subject, and I 
have written them at your request. You are at 
liberty to make any use of them you think best. 

Very truly yours, E. B. HATCH, 
Pastor Salinas Baptist Chttrch. 

National Reformers. 

THEY tell us again and again that our Govern
ment is atheistic, because, as a Nation, we have 
never acknowledged God as the supreme ruler of 
the universe, a statement wholly at variance with 
truth, no matter how often it may be repeated. 
They can ~ardly put on cheek enough to deny the 
official character of the Declaration of Independ
ence, the national and necessary preamble to the 
Constitution and laws of the United States. Every 
school-boy knows that in the first sentence of that 
first official deliverance of the Nation, "the law 
ofnature and of nature's God" are acknowledged; 
and again, near the close of it, it "appeals to the 
supreme Judge of the world" and confesses" reli
ance on divine providence." If this is not ac
knowledgment of God by the Government of the 
United States, then there was no Fourth of July 
in 1776. This is our atheistic Government! 

But they ask that the name and the religion of 
the Son of God be put in the Constitution. Now a 
little reflection will convince the candid mind 
that this would unite Church and State. 

The blessing of God and " the protection of di
vine providence " having been invoked in behalf 
of the Nation in its preambles, the Declaration Gf 
Independence, the Constitution itself must be an 
inventory of its own powers. These powers all 
being compulsory, forbid it~ .c.o.unectiml with .the 
Christian religion. 

God has appointed the State, or secular power, 
as a representative of justice with power to compel · 
obedience. 

He appointed the church, or spiritual power, as 
a representative ofmercy, with power only to per
suade. If, then, the religion of Christ be recog
nized by the"'"secular power at all, it w~ll belong to 
that power as a proper subject of forcible propa
gation or forcible suppression, neither of which 
is admissible. God has appointed his church to 
carry the religion of his Sun to all the world, but 
he has not appointed the State either to help or 
hinder, because it knows no power but force. 

It is the duty of the State, or secular power, 
here and everywhere, to protect the persons and 
property of those who believe, preach, or practice 
the religion of Christ, and nothing more. The 
church of Christ, with her omnipotent Founder to 
lead, needs no State support, nor will her great 
charter allow it. To show that the National 
Reformers hold no such truths as these, we have 
only to quote from their own official organ, the 
Christian Statesman. That paper says:-

" We advocate such a religious amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States as will place all our 
Christian laws, institutions, and usages on an unde
niable legal basis in the very charter of the Govern
ment." 

The above language certainly implies an amend
ment that would give Congress the control of the 
Christian religion, and it would depend upon the 
religious complexion of that body whether we had 
a Protestant or Catholic establishment. They tell 
us that their amendment would not unite Church 
and State, for the Constitution already provides 
that "Congress shall make no laws respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof;" and that is true, and a glorious 
truth while it stauds there; but we propose to 
show that their amendment \Vill erase it. For 
example, Article IV, section 3 of the Constitu
tion provides for the rendition of fugitive slaves, 
but the thirteenth amendment abolishes slavery 
entirely, and of course abrogates the rendition 
article. An amendment always abrogates a for
mer clause inconsistent with that amendment, and 
the courts will so decide. Now take the Chris
tian Statesman for what that amendment is to be, 
and put it in the Constitution, with congressional 
power to enforce it, then if you have not got a 
union of Church and State there is not a lawyer 
in the United States that can write down with 
pen and ink what would constitute a legal estab
lishment of religion by the State. 

They are challenged and defied to answer the 
following question without self-stultification: If 
there was a party in this country that wished to 
unite Church and State, where else could they 
begin than with this amendment ? 

WILL M. GLENN. 
Coulterville, Penn. 

That Civil Sabbath. 

THE New York Mail and Express says:
"These Sunday newspapers take away the Sabbath 

of those who make them up and sell them. They 
teach young people, into whose homes they go, that 
worldly matters need not be laid aside on Sunday; 
they secularize the day for ever,y Christian who reads 
them." 

How do the Sunday newsp11pers take away tlw 
rest of those who work at them on Sunday? 
Why, just as a farmer's corn-field takes away his 
rest when he hoes corn on Sunday. But who is 
to blame? the farmer or the corn-field? the printer 
or the Sunday paper ? A corn-field or a Sunday 

paper that is mean enough to take away a man's 
rest on Sunday ought to enter the toils of the In-
quisition at once. 

But why need worldly matters be Jaid aside on 
Sunday? Isn't it a " civil Sunday" that they 
want the law to enforce by civil pena.lties? Are 
not worldly matters civil matters? and is it not 
proper to attend to civil matters on a civil day? 

Again, "they secularize the day for every 
Christian who reads them." .. Who secularizes the 
day for Christians? Is it the paper? or the pro
fessed Christians who read it? Is it the corn
field? or the Christian that hoes in it? Why 
don't you tell the truth, and put the blame where 
it belongs? Why don't you say that these ex
cellent Christia .. Js (?) have not enough conscience 
and moral backbone to do what they believe to 
be right, ·and that you want a law that will take 
away from them all chance to do wrong, so they 
will be compelled to receive the blessing of God 
and go to Heaven? Without a Sunday law, no 
doubt many of these good Christians would con
tinue reading the Sunday newspapers till the day 
of Judgment ; and when asked why they were 
not ready for Heaven, they would reply, "0 
Lord, we should have been ready if it lmd not 
been for those Sunday papers. Yon see we tried 
to get a law to stop them, for we did not want to 
read them ; but they kept on printing them, and 
they would c~eep right into our homes on Sunday, 
and we just had to read them." And they will 
expect the Lord to excuse their hypocrisy and 
pass them into the realms of the blest, while he 
pronounces judgment upon the Sunday news
papers in the words, " Be ye eternally damned ! " 

But why should you blame the Sunday papers, 
or Christians, or anybody else, for secd1arizing 
Sunday? Isn't that what the leaders in the Sun
day-law movement profess that they are trying to 
do? Are they not urging Congress and every 
State Legislature to pass laws enforcing the ob
servance of Sunday " as a civil institution," and do 
not secular and civil mean the s~tme thing? We 
would like to have somebody tell how they can 
make Sunday a "civil institution" without making 
it at the same time secular. The Christians who 
read the Sunday papers are merely carrying out 
in their actions what those that censure them are 
trying to enact into law. They are making .Sun
day a civil, or secular, institution. 

A. DELOS w ESTOOTT. 

THE Christian Nation says of such men as 
Murat Halstead, editor of the Cincinnati Com
mercial Gazette, that "the best thing to do with 
them is to send them out of the country." What 
is his offense? Why, he is not the kind of a pol
itician that suits the National Reform idea. If 
it will aid in securing the supremacy of his party, 
he "will openly declare that a Sabbath law can
not be enforced anyhow." That makes him an 
awfully bad man from a National Reform stand
point, and he "should not be appointed to any 
office." It is said that "coming events cast their 
shadows before," and such utterances as these 
from the Christian Nation show what kind of a 
Government we may expect when the "Reform
ers" shall have succeeded in making this a 
"Christian Nation" by constitutional amendment. 
They make very smooth pretensions, but occa
sionally the real spirit of the religious amend
ment movement crops out. The foregoing is in 
perfect keeping with the sentiments expressed by 
leading National Reformers on various occasions, 
and is a fair indication of their ultimate inten
tions. 
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THE excellent article, "Is the United States a 
Christian Nation?" on another page ofthis paper, 
is from the IAdheran Witness, published in St. 
Louis, Mo., and is well worth a careful reading. 
In these days, when, through a mistaken zeal, the 
leaders of so many of the churches are seeking 
some sort of an alliance with the civil power, it 
is refreshing to find in the organ of one of the oldest 
and most respectable denominations, the proper 
relation of Church and State so clearly set forth. 
The sentiments eKpressed in the article are_ not 
only Lutheran doctrine. relative to Church and 
State, but they are the doctrine of all true Prot-

, estants of whatever name. 

M. A. GAULT, district secretary of the Na
tional Reform Association, says that there are 
four ways by which this may be made a Christian · 
Nation, namely, first, agitation; second, petition; 
third, by the ballot ; fourth, by the sword. In 
attempted justification of the latter method, he 
says: "Don't think we are advocating war; but if 
we are not faithful in the use of these other 
means, as it was with the anti-slavery question, 
after they had agitated and petitioned, and used the 
ballot, they drew the sword ; so shall we, as a last 
resort, be compelled to use the sword and the 
bullet." And in this he exposes the true-animus 
of the association to which he belongs. 

DISCUSSING Sunday laws in a recent letter to 
that paper, the Washington correspondent of the 
Christian Standard says:-

"No State Legislature has a right to pass a law·be
cause it is the will of God ; to put on the statute books, 
for example, the first and second commandments ; 
to legislate people into Christianity. To do this 
would be for the State to establish a religion, and to 
infringe that right of self-liberty which is the atmos
phere of our Constitution and laws. Again, it will 
not do to pass a law for the benefit of the individual; 
to make a man more moral ;to compel a man to at
tend divine worship. To do so would violate liberty." 

Yet, strange to say, that same correspondent 
urges the passage and the enforcement of laws 
compelling everybody to rest upon Sunday. His 
want of consistency brands him as a genuine Na
tional Reformer. 

THE St. Louis Observer says:-
" Chrif;t's ki.qgdom is not of this world. The church 

is not a police board; nor Coosar's lieutenant, but a 
Saviour of lost sinners. Its simple, sole, glorious mis
sion is to bring sinners to Jesus by preaching the 
gospel to them with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
Heaven." 

And commenting. upon this the Cedar County 
(Neb.) Nonpareil remarks:-

" This has been our idea of true Christianity, and 
of the duty of the cMl.rch. That is, to convert, to 
preach the gospel, and argue, and appeal to man's 
better nature-rather than to say to the sinner, You 
must do this and you must not do that, and meddle 
with politics and pass laws in the attempt to compel 
people by force to be good." 

All of which is sound and in accordance with 
the principles advocated by the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL. 

THE Christian Statesman of May 16 has the 
following item:-

" There is sufficient justification for a general move
ment of workingmen to recover their lost Sabbath, in 

. the following words of Carroll D. Wright: 'No man 
likes to work on Sunday; the only railroad men who 
favor Sunday work are those who don't work them
selves on that day.' At the same time, while this 
would justify a general movement of the working 
classes, it will never bring it about. The only motive 
strong enough to preserve and maintain the Sabbath 
is the religious motive. The fear of God is the only 
sufficient defense for the rights of man ! " 

We doubt Mr. Carroll's statement, though 
possibly he may voice the feelings of the majority 
of railroad men; but even if they all want to rest 
on t::lunday that would not justify a law compelling 
other people to rest if they don't want to. But 
the point to which we wished specially to call at
tention is the admission made in the latter part of 
the paragraph quoted, namely, that the religious 
motive is· the only ene strong enough to maintain 
Sunday rest. It has been most persistently urged 
that the movement in favor of Sunday laws was 
not from a religious but from a sanitary standpoint; 
now the Statesman candidly acknowledges that 
the religious motive is the only one strong enough 
to do the work. It follows that 'if the religious 
element is the stronger it must give its color to 
the whole thing, anll so, after all the denials, the 
demand for Sunday laws is a deiiland for religious 
legislation. 

A MINISTER of the. Christian Church writes from 
Wintel'll, Cal., to a friend of the AMERICAN SEN· 
TINEL, as follows:~ 

DEAR Sm: Your letter is before me. In 
reply, will say, first, I am opposed to civil enact
ment for the purpose of compelling obedience to 
religious rites, ceremonies, ordinances, or institu
tions. Such laws contravene the law of God and 
invade the -rights of men. God requires a will
ing and personal obedience, not one made manda
tory by civil enactment. Ma.n is accountable to 
God alone for hi:s religious faith and practice. I 
regard the efforts being put forth by the Sabbath 
Union as Gentile-Judaism gone mad. Such laws 
as they seek to have enacted would be subversive 
of every principle of individual religious liberty, 
and would outrage the consciences of Christian 
people who fail to understand that God made a 
mistake and meant the first day when he com
manded all Israel to observe the seventh day as a 
Sabbath of rest. 

I doubt the wisdom of a law compelling the 
people to rest one day in seven as a police measure, 
and when a civil enactment intervenes to compel 
all people to observe the first day of the week as 
a Sabbath such intervention is anoutrage upon 
personal liberty. The right of candid investiga
tion and independent inquiry in all matters per
taining to faith and morality are through such 
laws slaughtered by blind fanaticism, religious 
bigotry, and intolerance. Such a law would be 
an unwarranted assumption of power. 

As a Disciple I do not feel it my duty to ob
serve any day as a Sabbath. It seems to me, 
however, to be the climax of absurdity and re. 
ligious ignorance for these first-day-of-the-week
Sabbath observers to base their authority upon 
the fourth command of the decalogue, which 
plainly made mandatory the observance of the 
seventh day. In all the Old Testament Scriptures 
no reference is made to the first day of :.the week 
as a Sabbath-day, and to use tlie fourth com. 
maud of the decalogue to prove that the first 
day of, t4e w<?e~ !s ~ f?11bb!ttP.-4ar1 91' to enforce its 

observance as such, is about as logical as an 
essay on botany for the solution of a mathematical 
problem. While I do not indorse all of the re
ligious views of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, I can 
but admire its ability, honesty, and devotion to 
personal liberty in religious faith and practice, 
and its able defense of such liberty. 

I am, with great respect, your humble servant, 

* * 
SuNDAY-LAW advocates claim that such legisla

tion is no infringement upon the rights of those 
who observe the seventh-day Sabbath, as they are 
at perfect liberty to keep any day they choose. 
Suppos~ that we have a Monday law, instead of 
a Sunday law, \~ould the first-day philanthropists 
think that it was no hardship on them to forego 
business on that day on account of their conscien
tious rest on Sunday? Indeed, they would not so 
admit. One of their strong arguments in favor of 
a law to compel all classes to close business on 
Sunday is, that he who conscientiously rests on 
Sunday cannot successfully compete with others 
who continue their business seven days. They 
protest against the financial disadvantage against 
which the Sunday man labors in resting . while 
others work, but claim that it is'no disadvantage 
to the seventh-day man to be required to do the 
same thing. The man who is foolish enough to 
keep the seventh day according to the fourth 
commandment, ought to be willing to pay tribute 
of one work day's income for the privilege of 
obeying God-in this land of liberty I This is 
another specimen of National Reform consistency. 

ON another page we publish a letter from a 
Baptist minister of this State, which breathes 
true Baptist principles. Indeed, as we not long 
since told a prominent Baptist clergyman of this 
State, the principles for which the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL contends are those for which Roger 
Williams contended, and every consistent Baptist 
will be with us. We are sorry to know, however, 
that ~tll Baptists are not consistent. Many forget 
the persecution which Baptists suffered for their 
religion in the early history of this country, and 
are willing, in turn, to become persecutors for 
conscience' sake. A case in point is called to 
mind by the reference made in thi;; letter to the 
sermon preached by Rev. R. D .. Clark, of Eureka, 
which was recently published in the SENTINEL. 
Because of that sermon, Mr Clark has been com
pelled to resign his pastorate. But we rejoice to 
know that there are many, not only among the 
Baptists, but among all the denominations, who 
heartily indorse the work of the SENTINEL. 

WESTERN civilization utterly repudiates the 
idea of paternal gove:nment, and denies the ex
istence of any analogy between the family and 
the State.-President George Washburn. 
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IT is generally supposed by Christian people 
that sin is the worst thing in the universe. It 
seems, however, that Rev. Charles F. Thwing, D. 
D., of Minneapolis, Minn., has discovered some
thing worse. He says, "The .man who r~u~es to 
take rest on Sunday is not simply comm1ttmg a 
sin but what is possibly worse, is committing a 
bldnder." This shows conclusively, we suppose, 

• that there should be a civil law which will pre
vent men from committing blunders. The law of 
God may be sufficient to restrain !rom sin, but it 
seems that it is entirely impotent m the matter of 
blunders, and it follows that it should be supple
mented by civil enactment. 

"DA~K AGES" is the expression used by Prot
<>.stants to designate that period in which Cathol
icism ruled the Old World. Now that Protest
ants are straining every nerve to bring the civil 
institutions of this country under the control of 
the church, does it not look as though they rather 
envied the Papal prestige of those by-gone days? 
When they seek tore-inaugurate a system of gov
ernment similar to that which they have been 
wont "to style dark, is it not because they pre
fer a condition of darkness? The effort to erect 
in the United States an image to the power that 
held sway in Europe during the Dark Ages, is 
made by so-called Protestants. Then is Pro~st
antism really a failure, as charged by Cathohcs? 
or is this backward move merely a proof that 
'men love darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil ? 

THE following from the Light of Home, pub
lished at Alfred Center, New York, is a pointed 
and truthful statement :-

It is clear that, without any opposition on the 
part of those who observe the seventh-day Sab
bath, public opinion in California is opposed to 
the re-enactment of any general Sunday law. Pro
hibitory legislation against liquor traffic on all 
days ought to be obtained in California and else
where. Any law which is directly or indirectly 
in the interest of religious observance of any day 

. has no right to demand a hearing, there or else
where. All laws which are based upon the idea 
that it is wrong to attend •· to " secular affairs" on 
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Sunday seek to establish a religious observance 
of the day. Some men may injure themselves 
through overwork by not resting on Bunda!, .but 
ten times as many injure themselves by diSsipa
tion, smoking, drinking, etc., when the law com
pels men to make it a holiday. If Sunday laws are 
to be supported mainJy on hygienic grounds, they 
must be made to include smoking, drinking, "late 
suppers," and scores of other unhealthful prac
tices which compulsory idleness induces. 

The Proposed Authority for the Na
tional Sunday Law. 

As authority for Sunday, and as the· basis of 
national Sunday legislation, Dr. Herrick Johnson 
before the Senate Committee appealed to tl1e 
fourth commandment. The "American Sabbath 
Union," whose grand aim is a national Sunday 
law likewise declare the basis of their movement ' . . 
to be the fourth commandment. It 1s proper, 
therefore, to inquire what authority there is for 
Sunday laws in the fourth commandment. As 
it is a question of legislation dnd of law, it would 
be proper to examine it from the standpoint of 
law. Suppose, then, that the Blair bill, or one 
to the same purpose, were enacted into a law, 
and the courts in construing it should take j u
dicial cognizance of the fourth commandment as 
the authority and the basis of the law. ·· 

Courts are governed by certain well-established 
rules in the construction of laws. Let us notice 
some of these rules and see what would be the re
sult of a judicial construction of such a Sunday 
law on the basis of the fourth commandment. 

1. "·what a court is to do is to declare the law 
as written." 

The fourth commandment as written is as fol
lows: ''Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it 
holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy 
work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man
servant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thy gates; for in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the sev
enth day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab
bath-day, and hallowed it." 

That commandment as written says, "The 
seventh day is the Sabbath." Consequently, at 
the very first step, the first day of the week, as 
declared in the bill and as these people demand, 
would be completely shut out. But if any should 
innocently inquire, The seventh day of what? the 
com~andment itself is ready with an explicit an
swer. It is the day upon which the Lord rested 
from the work of creation. In that work he em
plotyed six days, and the seventh day he rested, 
and that, and that alone, as Doctor Johnson has 

said, established the weekly division of time. 
As those seven days formed the first week 
of time, the seventh day of those seven was the 
seventh day of the week. And that is the sev
enth day fixed in the commandment. This is 
confirmed by the Scriptures througlwut. The 
New Testament declares that the Sabbath is 
past before the first day of the week comes. 
Mark 16: 1, 2 says:- -

"And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Mag
dalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Sa
lome, had bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint him. And very early in the 
morning, the first day of the week, they came unto 
the sepulcher at the rising of the sun." 

The people mentioned in this scripture came to 
the sepulcher very early in the morning of the 
first day of the week; yet the Sabbath was past. 
This nationaJ Sunday bill, and the people who 
favor it, propose to secure the religious observance 
of the Sabbath on the first day of the week. 
But no such thing ever can be done, because, ac
cording to the Scripture, the Sabbath is past be
fore the first day of the. week comes; and it mat
ters not how early persons may come to the 
first day of the week and its observance, they 
will not be early enough to find the Sabbath 
there, because, by the word of the Lord, it is past 
before the first day of .the week comes. 

This is made yet more positive, if need be, by 
the record in Luke 23:56 and 24: 1, which 
reads as follows:-

"And they returned, and prepared spices and 
ointments; and rested the Sabbath-day accord
ing to the commandment. Now upon the first 
day of the week, very early in the morning, they 
came unto the sepulcher, bringing the spices 
which they had prepared, and certain others with 
them." 

Here it is declared that certain people rested 
on the Sabbath-day, according to the command
ment, and then on the first day of the week did 
what they would not do on the Sabbath-day. 
This proves conclusively that the· Sabbath-day
according to the commandment which these men 
cite, and which it is supposed the courts will have 
to interpret when such a bill becomes a law-is 
the day before the first day of the week; which 
plainly demonstrates that the seventh day named 
in the commandment is nothing else than the 
seventh day of the week. Therefore, if courts, 
in the interpretation of this commandment as the 
basis of a Sunday law, declare the law as written 
and as defined by the plain word of the Lord, 
they will have to declare that the seventh day, 
and not the first day of the week, is the Sabbath. 

2. "In the case of all laws it is the intent of 
the lawgiver that is to be enforced." 

'What, then, was the intent of the Lawgiver 
when the fourth commandment was given? Did 
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the Lawgiver declare or show in anyway his inten
tion?-He did. When the Lord gave that law 
at Sinai he <lid not leave it to the people to inter
pret it to suit themselves, nor to interpret it at all. 
By three special 'acts every week kept up con
tinuously for nearly forty years, he showed his 
intent in the law. The people were fed by manna 
in their forty years' wandering. But 9n the sev
enth day of the week no manna ever fell. 
On the sixth day of' the week there was a 
double portion, and that which was gathered on 
that day would keep over the seventh, which it 
could not be made to do over any other day in 
the week. By this means the Lawgiver signified 
his intent upon the subject of the observance of 
the day mentioned in that law; and keeping it 
up continuously f'or.so long a time made it utterly 
impossible that his intent should be mistaken. 

Therefore, if the courts of the United States 
shall ever take judicial cognizance of' the fourth 
commandment, which is held forth by these people 
as the basis and the authority for their movement, 
according to this rule the seventh day of the 
week, and not the first day, will have to be de
clared the Sabbath. 

3. "vVhen words are plain in a written law 
there is an end to all construction; they must be 
followed." 

This rule, in these very words, was declared by 
the Hon. John Bingham, when, as special judge
advocate appointed by the representatives of the 
United States, he was conducting the impeach
ment trial of Andrew Johnson. Are the words 
of the fourth commandment plain words? Are 
they words of common use? They are. There 
is not an obscure nor an ambiguous word in the 
commandment. Then, according to this rule, if 
ever that question becomes one of judicial cogni
zance in the courts of the United States, as the 
plain words of that commandment must be fol
lowed; and as they plainly declare, "The seventh 
day is the Sabbath," that is all the courts can de
clare. 

Therefore, tlie conclusion of the whole matter 
thus far is, if our courts are to remain courts or 
law, and are to be guided by the established rules 
for the construction of laws, they never can up
hold any law founded on the fourth command
ment for the observance of the Sabbath on the 
first day of the week. 

Just here, however, another element comes 
into court, and that is the theological. The theo
logians step in rigl1t here and declare that the in
tent of the fourth commandment has been 
changed, and that now instead of that comm;tnd
ment's requiring the observance of' the seventh 
day in remembrance of creation, it requires the 
ob:;ervance of the first day of the week in re
membrance of" the resurrection of Christ. To 
reach this point they first declare that the phrase 
"the seventh day" in the commandment is indef
inite; that it does not enjoin the observance of 
any particular day, but only of one day in seven. 
Such a construction is clearly in violation of 
established rules for the construction of law; it 
involves an assumption of power on their part 
that can never be allowed. Admitting for argu
ment's sake that that phrase in the commaud
ment is indefinite, it must be admitted that the 
Lord when he wrote it intentionally made it 
indefinite, becayse the Scripture says that when 
he had spoken these words he added no more; he 
had nothing more to say on the subject. What 
he said then was final. If, then, that statement 
be indefinite he intended it so, and no other 

·, . ' 1 
power than the Lord ever can, or ~ver has the 
right to, make it definite. But the theologians, 
just as soon as they have made it indefinite, to 
escape the obligation it enjoins to observe the 
seventh day, at once make it definite in order to 
sustain the supposed obligation to keep the first 
day of the week. Consequently, when they 
make it definite, after having declared that the 
Lord made it indefinite, they assume the power 
and prerogative to do what the Lord intentionally 
declined to do; and in that they put themselves 
above God. 

So much for their theological assumptions. 
Such a course, however, is not only an assump
tion of almighty power, but on the basis of law 
it is a violation of the rule which declares that-

4. "No forced or unnatural construction is to 
be put upon the language of a statute." 

To make the phrase " the seventh day" in that 
commandment indefinite, and to mean one day in 
seven and no day in particular, is nothing else 
than to put a forced and most unnatural con
struction upon the langu:ge not only of the 
commandment itself throughout, but on all the 
language of the Scriptures upon the subject of 
the commandment. 

Further, to make that commandment support 
the first day of the week in commemoration of 
the resurrection of Christ is a direct violation of 
that other rule of law which declares that- · 

5. "A constitutimi [or statute] is not to be 
made to mean one thing at one time and another 
at some subsequent time, when the circumstances 
may have so changed as perhaps to make a different 
rule in the case seem desirable. . . . The 
meaning of the Constitution [or statute] is fixed 
when it is adopted, and it is not different at any 
subsequent time when a court has occasion to pass 
upon it." 

The meaning of the fourth commandment 
when given was, as has been clearly proved, that 
tho seventh day of the week should be observed, 
and for the reason that God rested that day from 
the work of creation and blessed the day and 
hallowed it. The Sabbath-day was established for 
that reason, before men had sinned, and before 
there was any need of the resurrection of Christ. If 
man had never sinned, the day would have been 
observed for the reasons given, in commemoration 
of the rest of the Creator from his work of crea
tion. That being the meaning of· the command
ment when the commandment was given, that 
must be the meaning of the commandment so 
long as the commandment remains, and according 
to the rules of law it never can be made to mean 
anything else, although the theologians should 
wish to have it so, and circumstances concerning 
the resurrection may seem to them to make it de
sirable. 

The question here very properly arises, Shall 
the courts of the United States, in violation of 
these rules, adopt the . wishes of the theologians 
and make that statute to mean that which it was 
never intended to mean? In contemplation of 
such an issue, the words of Judge Cooley-" Con
stitutional Limitations," page 57-are worthy of 
consideration by Congress as well as by the judges 
of the United States courts. He says:-

" A court or legislature which should allow a 
change in public sentiment to influence it in giving to 
a written constitution a construction not warranted 
by the intention of its founders, would be justly 
chargeable with reckless disregard of official oath and 
public duty." 

The theologians have given to the fourth com
mandment a construction which is not in any 

sense warranted by the intention of the Author of 
the comm:mdment. They go to the National 
Legislature and ask it to allow itself to be influ
enced by theological sentiment in giving to a 
written Con11titution of the Government .of Go<l a 
construction which is not warranted by the in
tention of the Founder of that Constitution. As 
.Judge Cooley says," Such a thing done to a human 
constitution, an earthly statute, would be reckless 
disregard of official oath and public duty." But 
if this be true in the case of things wholly 
human and earthly, what should be thought of 
such an actiol). with reference to the divine Con
stitution and heavenly law? 

Will the National Legislature allow this theo
logical sentiment to influence it to commit an act 
with reference to the Constitution and laws of the 
living God, which, if committed with reference to 
the laws of man, would be reckless disregard of 
official oath and public dnty? Not only do we 
ask, Is the National Legislature ready to do this, 
but is it ready also, by doing it, to force the 
United States courts into the sanctioning of it in 
direct violation of the plainest principles of 
every rule for the construction of law? Is the 
National Legislature ready to take the step which 
would turn all our courts of law into courts of 
theology? For such would be the only effect of 
the enactment of such a law as is here demanded 
by the theologians, because when the law comes 
to be interpreted by the courts npon the basis upon 
which the. law is enacted, the first day of the 
week as the Sabbath can never be sustained by rules 
of law nor by the principles of interpretation 
established in law. The only way that it can ever· 
be sustained is by principles established by the 
theologians, and by theological distinctions, in 
total disregard of the rules of law; and the effect 
of it can be nothing else than to turn our courts 
of law into courts of theology. 

The Scriptures als~ plainly and logically show 
the seventh day to be the Lord's day. Yet this 
law proposes to enforce the observance of the 
first day of the week as the Lord's day. As it is 
not a universally accepted view that the first day 
of the week is the Lord's day, the question will 
certainly come before the courts for decision. 
When the courts come to construe the law, it 
will be proper, if not indeed necessary, that 
they shall consult the word of the Lord)n re
gard to the question of' what day is the Lord's 
day, and as to what its proper observance is. 
'Vhen the courts, or any other persons, inquire 
of the word of the Lord upon the subject ot 
the Lord's day, they find the expression used 
but once in the Bible, and that in Rev. 1: 10, 
saying, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day." 
But this does not say what day of the week is 
the Lord's day, nor does the book ·in which this 
text is found say anything further upon the subject. 

Other texts, however, in the Bible, speak on 
the subject in such a way as logically to show 
what day is there meant by the expression "the 
Lord's day." The Lord himself said, "The Son 
of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." Mark 2: 28. 
The Lord also· said, "The seventh day is the Sab
bath." Here are two plain scriptural statements, 
which may form the major and the minor of a 
syllogism; thus:-

Mitjor-The Son of man is Lord of the Sab
bath. 

Minor-The seventh day is the Sabbath. 

The only conclusion that can ever be drawn 
from these two premises is that, 
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Therefore, the Son of man is Lord of the 
seventh day. 

That conclusion is just as sound as these two 
,statements of Scripture are, and the two statements 
ofScripture are as plain and positive on that sub
ject as any two statement:s ever can be made. 
Therefore, the Son of man is Lord of the seventh 
day. , 

Taking this conclusion as the major in a second 
syllogism, we have this:-

The Son of man is Lord of the seventh day. 
That day of which he is Lord is the Lord's 

<_lay. 
Therefore, the seventh day is the Lord's day. 

, This logic is unquestionable ; this conclusion is 
as true as the Scripture itself. Therefore, just as 
surely as courts undertake the interpretation of 
any statute enforcing the observance of the Lord's 
day,' and enter upon an inquiry as to what day 
is the Lord's day, they will, if logical, be brought 
face to face with the fact as demonstrated by the 
wortl of the Lord itself, that the seventh day, 
and not the first, is the Lord's day. 

, But it will probably be said that the courts are 
not to enter on the in,terpretation of Scripture; 
they a~e to interpret the law as it is enacted and as it 
is written, and that the law as it is enacted says that 
the first day of the week is the Lord's day, and 
that that is as far as the court can go. Suppose 
this be granted, then it puts the United States 
Government into a position where it establishes 
and enforces the observance of an institution as 
the Lord's which if! not the Lord's, and which is 
directly contrary to the word of the Lord on the 
subject of the institution and its observance. 

One or the other of these alternatives, there
fore, the United States Government will be forced 
to adopt as surely as this bill, or any one like it, 
shall ever become a law. The Government will 
either have to be become the authoritative inter
preter of the Scripture for all citizens of the 
Government, or else it will have to put itself in 
the place of God and authoritatively declare that 
observances established by the State, and which 
the State chooses to call the Lord's, are the Lord's 
indeed, although the word of the Lord itself de
clares the contrary. Is the United States Govern
ment ready to take either of these positions ? Is 
the Congress of the United States ready to force 
the Government ofthe United States into a posi
tion where it will be compelled to take one or the 
other of these positions? The taking of either 
position by the Government of the United States 
would be nothing else than for this enlightened 
Nation, in this period of the nineteenth century, 
to assume the place, the power, and the preroga
tives of the Governments of the Middle Ages in 
enforCing the dogmas and the definitions of the 
theologians, and executing the arbitrary and 
despotic will of the church. 
· Thus, from whatever point this subject of Sun
day laws may be viewed, it clearly appears that 
the only effect that it can ever have will be only 
evil, and that continually. Let Congress now and 
forever decidedly refuse to have anything to do 
with it in any way whatever. And let all the 
people, instead of sanctioning a movement to 
bring the national legislation down to the degraded 
level of that of the States on this subject, put 
forth every eflbrt to bring the legislation of the 
States up to that place where it shall be limited, 
as the power of Congress is limited, by the decla
ration of the National Constitution, that they 
"shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting t:P,e free exercise thereof." 

A. T. J. 

Christopher Ephraim's Tottering 
Morality. 

SOMEONE has favored us with a copy of the 
Home Record, a paper published at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, which contains an article that shows 
very clearly the spirit that actuates some of those 
who are zealous for a Sunday law. The article in 
question is by Mrs. H. F. Hartough. It purports 
to be the experience of an old lady with a young 
lady who was circulating the protest against re
ligious legislation. After a little introductory 
gossip about her son, Christopher Ephraim, who 
was a little wild, the old lady describes the visit 
of the young lady and her introduction of her 
business, and finally asks what the petition is. 
The story then proceeds in the old lady's language, 
as follows :-

"'It is against establishing, a religion in this 
country,' says she, 'that will make a man keep a 
proscribed Sabbath-day, or believe in things he cannot 
believe in. It is against recognizing God in the Con
stitution.' 

"That Sabbath business made me think of Christo
pher E. How he went to base-ball games and races 
on Sundays in summer-time, and hunting in winter 

· time, an' it wasn't doing him any good. So I 
says, says I, ' I'm in favor of getting more of God 
an' the Sabbath in our Constitution! It won't 
hurt our systems one bit. Now, my Christopher 
Ephraim is lettin' all the Sabbath get out of his con
stitution, an' he's failin', morally. His foundation is 
totterin', an' he'll fall, sure as fate, if there ain't some
thing done. I want a law passed,' says I, 'that'll 
compel people to keep the Sabbath-day just as much 
as to keep 'em from killin' folks.' 

"'Whether they believe in it or not, eh?' says she, 
sneerin'. 

"'Certainly,' says I. 'If a man believes in killin' 
would you let him murder your family, ma'am?' 

"'That's quite a different matter,' says she. 
" 'No, 'tain't,' says I, getting warm. 'One's just as 

right as the t'other. It's no more right for my son to· 
go to base-ball games on Sundays, an' horse-races, an' 
all such, than it is for him to steal or kill. No, ma'am; 
I want a Sunday law an' want it enforced, an' if 
somebody or other don't believe in keepin' the law 
let 'em go where there ain't none. We don't want 
'em here.' · 

" She looked at me as if she felt sorry for me. She 
actually did. But I didn't mind her looks. I was think
ing about Christopher E., and how he was doomed 
to destruction if these things wa'nt put a stop to, an' 
I just went on: 'This land's getting too free,' says I, 
getting up and resumin' my dustin'. 'We've put the 
Bible out of the public school for fear of hurtin' some
body's feelings; we've let the base-balls run for fear 
the workingmen wouldn't get exercise enough, an' 
now them freedom-levin' folks want us to give up our 
Sunday. Pretty soon they'll come sneaking 'round an' 
petition Congress to compel the preachers to hunt texts 
out of the daily papers or the magazines instead of 
the Bible, for fear o' hurtin' their feelings. They ain't 
patriots, they're heathen irifidels, an' the quicker we 
send 'em out o' this land the freer we'll be.' " 

This little story was of course written with an 
object, and that object was to prejudice people 
against those who oppose Sunday legislation and 
Church and State union. We propose to give a 
brief review of the portion which we have just 
copied, with the object of showing the real pur
pose of these Sunday workers. 

The first point that we notice is the idea "that 
religious legislation will make men good. The 
old lady gives as a reason why she is in favor of 
recognizing God in the Oonstitution, _that her 
Christopher Ephraim is "lettin' all the Sabbath 
out of his constitution, an' he's failin', morally. 
His foundation is a totterin', an' he'll fall, sure as 
fate, if there ain't something done." The idea 
seems to have obtained a firm foothold that men 
can be made moral by law; but there is not a 
law in the universe that can make man moral or 
religious. The moral law does not make man 

moral, and will not prop up a "totterin' " moral
ity. God's own righteous law cannot make men 
righteous. The ten commandments only point 
out the unrighteousness of men, and drive them 
to Christ, whose rigliteousness may be imputed to 
them, and who, through their faith in him, will 
enable them to fulfill the righteousness of the law. 
W~en peo~le. talk about propping up tottering 

morahty by CIVIl enactments, they show their ig
norance of what morality is. Does the writer of 
that story imagine that the enactment of the Sun
day law, and the recognition of God in the Con
stitution, will keep man from falling ?-It seems 
so, and that is a regular National Reform idea· 
for in the Christian Nation of December 5 1888

1 

the Rev. N. M. Johnston tells of the tim~ whe~ 
Christ's "gospel will prevail, and wickedness be 
suppressed by law." In a speech in Monmouth, 
Ill., September 29, 1884, reported in the Christian 
Statesman of November 6, of' the same year, M. 
A. Gault said :-

" This movement includes the triumph of every 
moral reform. Every true reform is simply an effort 
. to get back to some one of the ten commandments. 
If that law was taken as a standard of rcliaion and if 
public sentiment were lifted up to that ~tandard it 
would do away with stealing, intemperance, profanity 
Sabbath desecration, licentiousness murder and' . ' ' " every ev1l that now vexes society. So we do not 
fiatt~r ourselv~s when we say that the glorious mil
Jenmal day Will be ushered in by the triumph of 
this movement.'' 

This shows just how much knowledo-e these 
N 

. 0 

atw~al Reformers have of what sin is. They 
are gomg to suppress Sabbath-breaking, murder, 
licentiousness, etc., by law ; but the truth is that 
very often the most vicious are those of whom the 
law cannot take any notice, because their vicious
ness is concealed in their own l1earts: Wl1en a 
man commits a murder, the law can punish him 
but it cannot prevent him from committing th~ 
murder. For instance, here is a man that has re
ceived some injury at the hands of another. He 
broods over the wrong, and cherishes anger and 
hatred until his revengeful feelings assume en
tire control of him, and he resolves to murder the 
object of his hatred. He fixes on the time when 
he will carry his murdCi'ous designs into effect, 
secretes himself at the place where he expects the 
man to pass, has his knife all in readiness to give 
the fatal blow, but his intended victim passes by 
another way where he cannot reach him without 
exposing himself, and so his plan is frustrated. 
Is he any less a murderer than though he had 
carried his design into effect? If he sl10uld die 
that moment, would God hold him any less 
guiltless than though he had killed the man ? 
No; for the Bible declares that whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer. Y ct not another soul 
on earth has known of this man's murderous in
tentions. Then how would it be possible to sup-
press murder by law? ' 

Take the case of Sabbath-breaking. It is not 
simply the abstaining from labor on that day 
that constitutes Sabbath-keeping. Through the 
prophet Isaiah, the Lord says that to honor him 
by keeping his Sabbath, men must not do their 
own ways nor find their own pleasure, nor speak 
their own words. Now the minions of the Inqui
sition cannot keep such persistent watch over men 
as to know every word they speak, and does any
one suppose that the thoughts can be prevented 
from running riot even in the house of worship ? 
Is anyone so foolish as to suppose that any law 
can change a man's heart, and make him honor 
the day, or even the place of worship? 

Take the matter of licentiousness. The law 
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punishes the adulterer and the seducer, but it can
not prevent licentiousness. Here is a mau whose 

· very soul is rotten with iniquity. He cherishes 
lustful desires toward someone of the opposite sex, 
and his whole thought is how he can accompli,sh 
his design. He thinks of it by day, and dreams 
of it by night. He lives in an atmosphere of 
impurity, and is wholly corrupt. In imagination 
he again and again accomplishes his desires; but 
something happens to prevent the overt act, and 
nobody but himself knows his evil purpose.· Yet, 
according to the Bible, he is as guilty as though 
the act had actually been committed. The Sav
iour said that he who looks upon a woman with 
lust, has already committed adultery. But law 
cannot prohibit lust. Even the agents of the 
Inquisition cannot fathom a man's thoughts . and 
read his corrupt desires. 

So it is utter folly to speak of suppressing im
morality by law. It is not only folly but it is 
wicked, for it leads to an establishment . of a false 
standard of morality. When men talk of put
ting down immorality by law, they thereby say 
that the outward observance of the law, which is 
all that can be secured, is all that constitutes 
morality. Therefore they deceive the man who 
is outwardly correct in deportment but abomi
nably corrupt in heart, into the belief that he is 
an upright man. 

The writer of the article under consideration 
makes the old lady say: "I want a law passed 
that will compel people to keep the Sabbath-day 
just as much as to keep them from killing folks." 
Now granting that it is just as wicked to break 
the Sabbath as it is to murder, it does not follow 
that there should be a Civil law against Sabbath
breaking, just as to punish murder. The two 
things are entirely dissimilar. A man may break 
the Sabbath, and do no injury to any person be
sides himself. He does not interfere with the 
inalienable right of any individual to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, as he does when he 
commits murder. He does not by his act compel 
anybody else to do wrong. His act begins and 
ends with himself; therefore the Government can
not rightfully take any noticeofit. 

But says one, What about the hilarious, bois
terous Sunday picnics, in which drunken hood
lums annoy people, disturb worship, and endan
ger or destroy property?-Why, deal with them 
just as you would on any other day of the week. 
The same law that arrests the drunken hood
lum for making a nuisance of himself on Mon
day will do it on Sunday. The old lady in the 
story said that her Christopher was doomed to de
struction if Sunday labor and amusements were 
not stopped. This again shows the National Re
form theory that the people of the country are to 
be saved by law. The State is to take the place 
of the church, and men are to be swept into the 
kingdom of Heaven by wholesale, whether they 
will or no. The gospel knows nothing of such 
methods of salvation. 

Only one point more need take our attentwn. 
Tliat is the intolerance of religious legislation. 
Says the old lady: "I want a Sunday law and 
want it enforced, and if somebody or other don't 
believe in keeping the law, let them go where 
there ain't none. We do not want them here." 
And again, ''The quicker we send them out of 
this land, the freer we shall be." These state
ments stamp this Sunday-law movement as being 
the very essence of National Reform, for the read
ers of the AMERICAN SENTINEL have often read 

. the statement made by Mr. Graham, one of the 

vice-presidents of the National Reform Associa
tion, to the effect that if the enemies of their 
movement did not like it they could go to some 
barren land, aNd in the name of the devil and 
for the sake of the devil, stay there till they die. 
Now notice where this false zeal for religion will 
lead these people to. First, they must Christian
ize the country by law. Those who do not like 
the law and do not wish to be Christianized after 
their methods can leave the country. Bqt some 
other country to which they might go will be 
fired with the same kind of zeal, and so will re
fuse to receive them. Thus we may imagine them 
wandering from country to country only to find 
that all are zealous for the same sort of millen
nium, and that the people are getting so good that 
they will not tolerate anyone who they think is 

·bad, and that will be the one who does not think 
as they do. Then what?-;; Why, then the only 
thing to do with these persistent heretics, who re
fuse to be Christianized according to the National 
Reform idea, will be to put them to death. There 
will be no room for them on the earth. This 
was the conclusion that was reached in th~ days 
of the Papal supremacy. And if National Re
form, which is the image of the Papacy, shall 
ever be carried to its finality, it will result again. 
The spirit of so-calJoed National Reform from Sun
day legislation to the end of the chapter is the 
spirit of intolerance and persecution. 

E.J.W. 

A Voice from Missouri. 

EDITOR AMERICAN SENTINEL-Dear Sir: As 
a friend of religious liberty, I certainly sympa
thize with you in your noble effort to maintain 
the liberty vouchsafed to us by the Revolution
ary fathers, and which is so unmistakably taught 
by Christ and his apostles. Having for the last 
eighteen years been a minister of a church which 
adheres strictly to the observance of the first day 
of the week (Sunday), what I haye to say can be 
looked upon in no other light than in the cause 
of justice and a willingness to grant to others the 
same rights and privileges I demand for myself. 

I have before me the "National Sunday bill" 
as introduced into the United States Senate by 
Senator Blair, and the amendments proposed 
by the American Sabbath Union, and I can look 
upon the measure in no other light than as a 
stepping-stone to a union of Church aud State, 
and a repetition of all the intolerance and big
otry that characterized the Dark Ages. I am 
opposed to the Blair bill, first, because it antag
onizes the teachings of the Bible; second, be
cause it undermines the principles of a free Gov
ernment; and third, because it is an invitation to 
a serious and bloody religious war. I want to go 
on record as being, first, last, and forever, opposed 
to all such arbitrary laws, cunningly devised by 
designing men as a means to assist them to ride 
into power. 

I have a right to express my opinion in com
mon with every other citizen, and I am willing to 
grant to others the same privilege; but it seems 
that there are some persons in this country who 
are not satisfied unless they are trying to pull down 
someone else. I want each individual to be free 
in politics and religion. Let every man be his 
own pope, vote as he pleases, and think for him
self. 

There can be no objection to the principles of 
morality (in the common acceptation of the word) 
being taught in our public schools, but there is 
no use in talking about teaching the " pninciples 

of the Christian religion" in the schools, for be
fore it could be done, some ecclesiastical conclave 
would . have to decide as to what constitutes the 
"principles of the Christian religion." And after 
all it would not be the principles of the Christian 
religion, for, as taught by Christ and his apostles, 
those principles are one thing, and, as taught in 
the creeds and dogmas of men, they are quite an
other. Religion should be left to individuals, 
each man to worship as he pleases and when he 
pleases. 

Constantine's decree fixed a sabbath, ana united 
Church and State; and the logical result was the 
Papacy-that wicked power which in the name of 
religion put to death 70,000,000 souls, and de· 
stroyed political and religious liberty for over 
1,200 years. It is to be hoped that the United 
States will not make the same fatal mistake. Re
ligion and politics cannot be mingled together 
without corrupting both. Unite Church and 
State, then the blood of our fathers will have 
been spilt in vain, and political as well as relig
ious liberty in this country will be at an end. 
Pass the Blair bill, and the time will not be far 
distant when the horrors of Roman and Protest
ant cruelty will be repeated in this country. 
God forbid that such should ever be the case! 
Religious intolerance is bad enough without be
ing backed up by the strong arm of the Govern
ment to enable it to carry out in fact what it 
would do if it had the power. A church that 
has not got merit enough to stand without the aid 
of human law, is not worth being continued, and 
deserves to come to naught. 

Apostate churches have always tried to enlarge 
their borders by the aid of human law ; out not so 
with Christ and his followers-and when teach
ing and moral suasion fail, the proper work of 
the man of God is at an end. 

Every Union soldier who signed the Sunday
law petition has done just that much to build up 
the very thing that he fought to pull down. As 
our Government now stands, it gives to every 
man the right to "worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience." And no one but 
an ecclesiastical bigot, or would-be tyrant, would 
want it otherwise. 

What would the world have thought of Christ 
and his apostles should they have gone to Cresar 
and asked him to force, by decree, the Jews and 
pagans to keep the first day of the week, and teach 
the "principles of the Christian religion" in their 
synagogues and temples? This is just what these 
"orthodox" churches are asking our Government 
to do. I am neither Jew nor Seventh-day Bap
tist, but when it comes to opposing them by 1m
man law, I am opposed to it. 

A union of Church and State is not only sub
versive of the liberties of the citizens of the State 
but it weakens the church also. Mr. Goldsmith, in 
his "History of Rome," page 306, says that" Con
stantine, being sole monarch of the empire, re
solved to establish Christianity on so sure a basis 
that no new revolutions should shake it. He 
commanded that in all the provinces of the em
pire, the orders of the bishops should be obeyed." 
On page 308 he says: "After this, it never re
sumed its former splendor; but, like a flower trans
planted into a foreign clime, languished by de
grees, and at last sunk into nothing." 

There is a move in this country, by the so
called "orthodox " churches, which if successful 
will bring about the same result. It does not re
·quire a prophet's eye to see what is coming. 
They will not ask just .what they want at first, 



THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 165 

but will commence with one thing and then ask 
for another, till they secure a perfect union of 
Church and State. I look upon such a law as 
proposed by Mr. Blair, as an invasion of the 
sacred rights of the sanctuary. Hands off, this 
is holy ground. It would' be just as consistent 
to dictate as to what men and women shall eat 
and drink, or wear, as it would to say when and 
how they must worship. B. A. SMITH. 

How Others Look at lt. 

WE present the following to the readers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, not because it contains 
any points which have not already been given in 
these columns, but that they may see how others 
view , these matters. We are glad of these evi
dences that the true principles of civil and re
ligious liberty are finding advocates all through 
,the land. The article is from the Camden (N. 
J.) Post of April 11 :-

All asseverations to the contrary notwithstand
ing, it strikes me that Senator Blair's Educational 
Amendment is a wolf in sheep's clothing. It 
presents an issue which must be met, and before 
the damage is done is the time to meet it. Let us 
read the second section of the bill, and mark care
fully every word:-

" SEc. 2. Each State in this U uion shall estab
lish and maintain a system of free public schools 
adequate for the education of all children living 
therein, between the ages of six and sixteen years, 
inclusive, in the common branches of knowledge, 
and in virtue, morality, alid the principles of the 
Christian religion." That is to say, no State shall 
ever make or maintain a law respecting an estab
lishment of religion, but every State in this Union 
shall make and maintain laws establishing the 
principles of the Christian religion ; and to make 
assurance doubly sure, Section 3 declares that the 
United States shall guarantee to every State, and 
to the people of every State, and of the United 
States, the support and maintenance of such a 
system of free public 5chools as is herein pro
vided/, And that is to say, the United States 
Government pledges itself that every State shall 
establish and maintain the principles of the 
Christian religion. This proposed amendment, 
therefore, at one stroke, establishes Christianity 
as the national religion, because it declares that 
every State shall maintain the principles of the 
Christian religion in the public schools, and the 
Nation is pledged to see that this is done. 

Therefore there must be a national decision of 
some kind declaring just what are the principles 
of the Christian religion. 

Then when that decision shall have been made, 
every State will have to receive from the Nation 
just those principles of religion which the Nation 
shall have declared to be the principles of the 
Christian religion, and which the Nation will have 
pledged itself shall be taught in the schools of 
every State. In other words, th~ people of the 
United States will then have to receive their re
ligion from the Government of the United States, 
and no longer from the Bible, as their own con
science, enlightened by the Spirit of God, may 
dictate. Therefore, if Senator Blair's proposed 
amendment to the National Constitution does not 
provide for the establishment and maintenance 
of a national religion, then no religion was ever 
established or maintained. 

But how shall the national decisibn be made as 
to what are the principles of the Christian re-

ligion? It will follow inevitably that there shall 
be officially called a national council of the 
churches to decide what are the principles com
mon to all, and to establish a national creed, which 
shall be enforc~d and inculcated by national 
power in all the public schools in the United 
States. And that will be the establishment of a 
national religion. And that is exactly what 
Senator Blair's constitutional amendment assures, 
so surely as it or anything similar to it shall ever 
be adopted. Another important consideration is 
this: Under this amendment the teachers in the 
public schools will have to inculcate the principles 
of the Christian religion. · Who are to compose 
the examining board that shall pass upon the quali
fication imd orthodoxy ·of the teachers? As· 
suredly none but the leading theologians in the 
churches. This will require that such a board 
shall be statedly convened to deal out what shall 
have been decided by each successive council to 
be the principles of the Christian religion. 

It was in this way precisely that the thing was 
worked in the fourth century and onward. Con
stantine made Christianity the recognized religion 
of the Roman Empire. Then it became at once 
necessary that there should be the imperial de
cision as to what form of Christian~ty should be 
the imperial religion. 

To effect this an imperial council was necessary 
to formulate that phase of Christianity which was 
common to all. The Council of Nice was con
vened by imperial command, and an imperial 
creed was established, which was enforced by im
perial power. . That establishment of an imperial 
religion ended only in the imperious despotism of 
the Papacy. As surely as the complete establish
ment of the Papacy followed and grew out of that 
imperial recognition of Christianity in the fourth 
century, just so surely will the complete establish
ment of a religious despotism after the living 
likeness of the Papacy, follow and grow out of 
this national recognition of Christianity provided 
for in the constitutional amendment proposed by 
Senator Blair. 

Un-American and Unbearable Pre
sumption. 

AT the hearing before the United States Senate 
Committee on the N~tional Sunday law, the 
basis of Sunday observance and Sunday laws 
was revealed by Dr. Herrick Johnson, as fol
lows:-

Mr. Johnson-'-" This appointment of one day 
in seven is arbitrary. There is nothing in nature 
to indicate that division of time. There is the 
day of twenty-four hours, there is the mouth, 
there is the year, all these are natural divisions; 
but there is nothing in nature to indicate the 
weekly division, the observance of one day in 

_ seven. It is arbitrary, and we regard that as an 
evidence of its divine origin." 

The Chairman-" How do yon base tile Sabbath 
itself upon a divine ordinance when there is no 
natural law to indicate which is to be observed?'' 

Mr. Johnso11r-" It is in revelation, and it is 
bound to be exactly in accord with the laws of 
nature." 

The Chairman-" You base the law of one 
day's rest in seven upon revelation; tha~ is to 
say, upon,the Bible?" 

Mr. Johnso11r-" Yes, sir." 
The Chairma11r-" There are many who doubt 

that it is established by revelation, are there 
not?" 

Mr. Johnsortr-" I think no one who accepts 

the Bible doubts that there is one day in seven 
to be observed as a day of rest." 

The Chairman-" Will you just state the 
authority ? " 

Mr. Johnson-" Remember the Sabbath-day 
to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and do 
all thy work." 

The 0 hairman-" Is there any other?" 
Mr. Johnson-" There are references to this 

law all through the Bible." 
The Chairman-" Now you come and change 

that Sabbath-day to which the Lord there re· 
fers." 

Mr. Johnson-" That we hold was changed by 
himself." 

The Chairman-" When did he do that? and 
by what language?" 

Mr. Johnson-" There was a meeting for wor
ship on the first day of the week, the day the 
Lord arose, and seven days after there was another 
meeting for the same purpose, and then it is re
ferred to as the Lord's day." 

The Ohairman-"After the change?" 
Mr. Johnson-" Yes, sir; after the change." 
The Chairman-" It is based, then, upon two 

or three days being observed as days of religious 
worship after the resurrection? " 

Mr. Johnson-" Yes, sir." 
Could anything be more presumptuous than is 

this scheme of the preachers, in demanding that 
the national Legislature sl1all frame into law and 
enforce upon all the people, such baseless assump
tion as the Sunday theory is shown by their own 
words to be-? 

The Constitution in Harmony with 
Christian Principles. 

THE various associations which are making a 
specialty of badgering Congress for a religious 
amendment to the National Constitution, do so on 
the assumption that the United States i~; a Chris
tian Nation and should have a Christian Consti
tution. If these parties were actuated in their 
work by "the principles of the, Christian relig
ion," which they so loudly profess to have at 
heart, and only desired that Christianity have 
free course in the land, they would realize that 
the Constitution is already adapted to that end. 
It could not be bettered in that respect were such 
a result the main object of its existence. 

The principles of Christianity are thus laid 
down by Christ himself: "Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
them." He did not apply this merely to secular 
affairs; he was a religious teacher, and was im
parting a religious lesson when he uttered those 
words. If this language means anything, it 
means that if ye would that men should allow 
you freedom in the exercise of your religions 
views, yon must allow them the same. And 
this is just what the Constitution of the United 
States, as it stands, is intended to do,-allow 
everyone perfect liberty of conscience in the 
matter of religion. 

All that Christianity asks of any Government 
is equality before the law. This much, Chris
tianity is always willing that others should have. 
Whatever element in society would ask more, or 
seek to grant less, is unchristian. Any Govern
ment that will give one class of citizens the privilege 
of exacting more of another class than they are 
willing to give in return, could not fairly claim 
to be Christian ; it would be a despotism, and 
Christianity is in no sense despotic. Christ uevt)f 
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compelled anyone to follow him ; he said, "Who
soever will, let him come." 

The first amendment to the Constitution pro
vides that "Congress shall make no law respect
ing the establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof." "Whosoever will may 
be a Christian, and Congress must not interfere ; 
and whosoever will not has an equal right not 
to be; and the great Head of Christianity has 
given no further authority to any power. He 
certainly would not grant to any agency authority 
beyond what he himself would exercise. The un
christian advocates of a religious amendment say, 
in effect: "Whatsoever we would that men should 
do, we will urge the enactment of laws compell
ing them to do." 

Under the protection to civil and religious lib
_erty secured by the Constitution as it is, this 
country has grown and flourished, besides giving 
to Christianity such freedom as it never before 
enjoyed. Under the influence of our free institu
tions, both at home and abroad, Christianity 
has for a hundred years received encouragement 
unparalleled in history. Why, then, it will be 
asked, is not Christianity satisfied with the Con
stitution as it is? The reply is, Christianity is 
satisfied. It is the hydra head of religious bigotry 
seeking power, everywhere springing up in 
worldly, ambitious churches, and in the hearts of 

. unchristi~n professors of Christianity, that de-
mands a change of the Constitution. · 

Therefore, in the name of Christianity, and for 
the sake of the free exercise of Christian liberty, 
let the Constitution remain as it is. A. constitu
tion guaranteeing equal and exact justice to all 
men harmonizes with Christian principles; while 
one inspired by religious intolerance cannot guar
antee justice to all alike, and can be "only evil 
continually." W. N. GLENN. 

A Plea for a Sunday ,Law. 

THE following letter from a zealous National 
Reformer in Kansas will be fully appreciated by 
our readers :-

Emron AMERICAN SENTINEL : As one of my neigh
bors is taking your paper, and I have been reading it, 
I would like to say a word on this Sabbath ques
tion. It appears to me that you are going to ex
tremes in regard to the Sabbath. You don't think 
the laws of the United States should have any
thing to do with the Sabbath. Here I think you 
make a grand mistake. . . . I know, and you 
know, that if we had no Sabbath law, thousands of 
people would work all day Sunday, or stay in the 
saloons or gambling dens, or stay at home and read 
some trashy newspaper or dime novel, or be at some 
other mischief, while if we had a law to protect our 
Sabbath so that people would not dare to do these 
crimes, they would go to church ; probably not for 
any good at the time, but by going and hearing the 
gospel they might become interested and be convicted 
and converted. We know the unconverted are blind 
in sins and are not likely to become Christians if they 
cannot be placed under the influence of the gospel, 
therefore ought we not to use every possible effort 
to bring them under the influence of the gospel? . . . 
Oh, that men would lay the world and worldly 
things aside, and put on the armor· of almighty God, 
that when we rome to leave this world we can say 
with the apostle Paul," We have fought a good fight, 
we have kept the faith,.and are going home to wear a 
crown of glory ! " 

This is genuine National Reform argument. 
If there is no Sunday law people will not go to 
church, and if they don't go to church they won't 
be converted ; therefore tl1ey ought to be com
pelled to choose between going to church on Sun
day and sitting all day with folded hands doi11g 
nothing! But suppose they should still refus~ to 

go to church? Oh, in that case a law would be 
in order ·compelling them to go! And that is 
just what this National Reform logic leads to 
every time if it is followed to its conclusion ; for 
if the State has a right to interfere in one partic
ular in matters of religion it has the right to in
terfere in all such particulars; if it may decide one 
question of religious duty it follows that it must 
be perfectly competent for it to decide all such 
questions, and then the State would be Pope. 

We have the most implicit faith in the gospel, 
and believe most heartily that it is the power 
of God unto salvation to all that receive it, but 
we do not believe that R!JY man or any set of 
men have any authority to force the gospel upon 
anybody, or even to so hedge them about with 
law that they will choose it as the least of two evils. 
The National Reform plan of getting people con
verted by legislative enactment is entirely foreign 
to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ as· we 
understand it, and as it is clearly revealed in the 
Scriptui·es. If any authority to coerce people has 
ever been given it must have been in a later rev
elation than the NewTestament, one about which 
we know nothing, and one which must have 
come by way of the Pope of Rome-or through 
the Inquisition. 

Piety by Proxy • 

THERE is a craze for doing all duties and 
curing all evils by proxy. Rich Christians try to 
do their charity by checks and other substitutes, 
and poor Christians leave all the praying and 
teaching and working to the pastor and his ap
pointed assistants. The theory that every man 
has personal duties that no one can do for him is 
quite exploded, and the Romish idea that the 
church and the priest can settle all religious mat
ters, private and public, is popular. 

As a natural result of such opinions we find 
that mreny persons rely upon law to take their 
place in all public responsibility. A few men are 
elected or appointed to official positions, and 
thousands at once surrender all their interests and 
relinquish all their civic duties to these represent
atives. The claims of morality upon every indi
vidual, to use influence and force of character and 
self-denying effort in favor of right and justice 
and honesty and temperance, are ignored because 
there are laws to establish and enforce these 

. claims. There are laws against all offenses, and 
police and magistrates to execute them, and there
fore the average citizen is satisfied. If the law 
is broken or not enforced, it is no concern of the 
citizen, but only of the official. It is the duty of 
the individual to prevent intemperance in his 
family and among his servants; but instead of do
ing his personal duty to those dependent upon 
him he prefers to place this duty upon the law
makers, and charges them to prevent drunkenness 
by prohibitory law. Law has potency because 
it can punish, but it has no saving or reformatory 
power. The triumphs of the gospel of Christ 
from the time of the apostles have been signal 
examples of personal power under divine in
spiration. The passage, " To every man his own 
work," needs reiteration and enforcement, for mul
titudes are putting off their own work upon other 
people. 

This is one reason for empty churches and de
caying charities and benevolent work that seems 
" run to seed." The personal Christian life is 
gone, and there is only a corpse or a machine; 
the spirit of individual duty has departed, and 
what is left will soon shrivel and decay. We 

need love in place of law, life in place of form, 
the constraining love of Christ, which makes duty 
a pleasure, instead of the cold demand of the law, 
which is satisfied with a substitute or a proxy. 
Much that might be done to bring sinners to sal
vation is neglected, because those wlw ought to 
use their personal influence with friends and rela
tives and associates and dependents are timid or 
careless or unwilling to speak and act for Jesus.
Augustus, in tlte New York Observer. 

Who Is Doing the Clamoring? 

FoR several months past Rev. ·wilbur F. 
Crafts has not ceased to tell· us how the labor or
ganizations all over the .land were clamoring for 
Sunday legislation. He would have us believe 
that the workingmen had started such a sweeping 
crusade for Sunday that the ministers were al
most forced to join them. But in his enthusiastic 
endeavor to exalt the American Sabbath Union, 
he overreached himself at the Boston Monday 
lecture, March 25, 1889. After stating that 
this union "originated in a petition to the Method
ist General Conference, which. met in May, ask
ing it to take the initiative in forming a national 
society for the defense [not of the workingmen 
but] of the Sabbath, to be constituted by of
ficial representatives of [not the labor organiza
tions but] the evangelical churches," he proceeded 
to name the religious organizations which had 
concurred in the arrangement, and then said:-

"This successful union, to prevent the heathenizing 
of America, of those churches that have not yet suc
ceeded in uniting to Christianize Japan; this co-op
eration of such intense Republicans as our President, 
Col. Elliott F. Shepard, with such Southern leaders 
as Senator Colquitt, who has accepted honorary mem
bership; and the co-opemtion this union has established 
outside of its membership on the basis of a broad hu
manity with the leading labor organizations and the 
head of the Catholic Church-this is surely as wonderful 
a 'union' as the churches can show." [All italics 
mine.] . 

This shows that the American Sabbath Union 
was called for by the churches; that it was made 
up of "official representatives " of the evangelical 
churches; that it was the churches that took the 
"initiative" in forming a "national society for the 
det(mse of the Sabbath;" and that this Sabbath 
Union importuned the official representatives 
of the labor organi~ations to co-operate with 
them. We know, too, that this was accomplished 
by long and earnest argument on the part of the 
union. And then they will tell us how the la
_poring classes are "begging" for Sunday laws! 

A. DELos w· EsTooTT. 

THE advocates of a stringent Sunday law (with
out exemption) in Arkansas, on their recent de
feat in the Legislature, declared their intention to 
persistently agitate the subject for the next two 
years, and prepare for an overwhelming victory 
at the next session. This is the sentiment and 
policy of religious coercionists throughout the 
qountry; now the question arises, What will the 
great majority of the people-who are undoubtedly 
opposed to Sunday laws-do while the en001ies of 
religious liberty are at work? Wisdom would 
say, Manifest an equal degree of diligence to maiH
tain the integrity of our free institutions. But 
there is such confidence in the apparent impreg
nability of our Government, that the masses will 
probably rest secure until it is too late. However, 
the SEN'l'INEL proposes not to be found sleeping 
on guard, and its weekly warnings will be faith
fully sounded forth. 
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by J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., SuPERINTENDENT oF THE 
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NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by soma 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

TnE Advance urges that because the Presi
dent and Postmaster-General are church-members 
they should see to it that the Louisiana State 
Lottery be not allowed to use the United States 
mails in their swindling business. No lottery 
should be permitted to use the mails; but an ap
peal to the officers of the Government to enforce 
the laws should not be based upon the fact that 
they are church-members. If it be true that Pres
ident Harrison ought to officially do certain acts 
because of his religious belief, it follows that an· 
other President, holding different religious views, 
should act differently. Every President should 
execute the laws faithfully, whatever his individ
ual opinions and religious preferences may be. 

WE learn from the Pearl of Days that the 
Particular Synod (Dutch Reformed), of New 
Brunswick, held in Philadelphia May 8, adopted 
unanimously a resolution condemning Sunday 
papers for interfering wijJl. worship and prevent
ing attendance at the house of God. The reso
lution earnestly requested all their members to re
fuse to buy or read any such papers. This is 
certainly a proper way of getting at the matter. 
It is perfectly right for those who are conscien
tiously opposed to reading secular papers on 
Sunday to refuse to do so, but that is a very dif
ferent thing from demanding laws to prohibit the 
publication of such papers, or to prevent those 
from reading them that wish to. So long as the 
various churches confine themselves to adopting 
resolutions requesting their members not to pat
ronize Sunday papers, they will be tending 
strictly to their own business, and we have no 
fault to find with them. 

WE have received from a friend in Cleveland, 
Ohio, a copy of a paper entitled Herald of Re
form, Rev. Jas. P. Mills, A.M., editor and mana
ger. This gentleman is also district secretary of 
the National Reform Association, and State sec
retary of the American Sabbath Union, and of 
course an ardent National Reformer. 

The number which we have received is "Vol. 
3, No. 5," dated May 15, 1889, ·which fact de
mands some explanation, since the paper is only 
a monthly, and the first number was issued in Jan
nary, 1888, and the second in April of the 
same ye-ar. The explanation, as given by the 
publisher himself, is that the volumes have been 
stuffed to make it appear that the paper is old 
and well established. It is desirable to give this 
hcpression, says the honest publisher, that they 
may get a better advertising patronage, and also 
make it appear that the paper" has come to stay." 
From the standpoint of ordinary mortals, thili 
would scarcely seem to be honest, but it is proba
bly all right with National Reformers. Of course 
the paper is an ardent advocate of the legal en
forcement of the .law of God as understood by 
National Reformers, but we would suggest that 
while professedly advocating some portions of the 
decalogue so earnestly, the editor should not neg-

lect the ninth commandment, which is under
stood to forbid falsehood. We shall· keep an eye 
on the.Herald of Reform to see if it profits by 
our advice. 

THE A1gus, Leadville, Colorado, has an article 
on "Sunday, Its Use and Abuse," in which, refer
ring to the Sunday-Rest bill, it says:-

" Clearly stated, the purpose of that bill is to compel 
a day, not of rest but of worship. It may be admitted 
that both are linked together in the bill, but the feat
ure is the latter compulsion. In other words, it is a 
covert attempt to enforce a day- of worship rather 
than to secure for the toilers a day of rest and re
cuperation. The enforcement of such legislation . 
would be a flagrant abuse." · 

And of the proposed amendment providing 
that the principles of the Christian religion shall 
be taught in the public schools, the .A-rgus says:

" Religion does not require this sort of a constitu
tional amendment; the people do not want it. More 
than that, they will not have it." 

That the A1gus gives utterance to these senti
ments not from opposition to religion but from 
love of simple justice is apparent from the follow
ing item clipped from another page of the same 
paper:-

" The arrest of the Salvation Army in Leadville 
was an unmitigated outrage, and ought to bring the 
blush of shame to a city government which allows, 
without a word of protest, the almost daily parades of 
a band hired for the purpose by the proprietor of the 
most notoriously infamous dive in the city. The of
ficers are not, of course, to be censured for obeying the 
instructions of the council, but that body should have 
shown a little more respect for the fundamental laws 
of the land. If the parade was criminal in its purpose, 
or resulted in a breach of the public order, there 
would then have been justification for the arrest; but 
it cannot be alleged that any crimes were committed 
as a consequence of the parades, or that they were 
productive of riot ·or disorder. The action of the 
counch was in derogation of all the tenets of common 
law and decency, and was very properly characterized 
by the bar of the city as an outrageous discrimination 
against an inoffensive class of citizens." 

We are free to confess that Salvation Army 
methods are not according to our ideas of the fit
ness of' things, but this i~ not a question of propriety, 
but of civil and religious rights, and we maintain 
that as a matter of simple justice they have the 
right to worship God just as they please, and to 
parade with music, just as any other organization 
is permitted to parade. No attempt to regulate 
religious worship by law should be tolerated for a 
moment in this country. 

Georgia Starts the Machine. 

TnE following indictment by the Grand Jury 
of Forsyth County, Georgia, is probably all that 
need to be said on the subject just now. It would 
seem that the mere reading of She indictment 
to any intelligent jury ought to secure the prompt 
acquittal of the accused. The trial, we under
stand, is to come off in August. We shall watch 
the case and let our readers know the result. 

STATE OF GEORGIA, } 
Forsyth County. 

The Grand Jury, in the name and behalf of 
the citizens of Georgia, charge and accuse Day 
Conklin, of the county and .State aforesaid, with 
the offense of misdemeanor for that the said 
Day Conklin, on the second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-eight, in the county aforesaid, with 
force and arms did unlawfully, then and there, 
pursue the work of his ordinary calling upon the 
said second day of December, eighteen hundred 

and eighty-eight, which was then and there the 
Lord's day, by cutting timber and clearing lands 
and by digging and other work then and there, did 
said work and said cutting timber and said clearing 
and said digging, not then and there being work 
of charity, and not then and there being work of 
necessity, the said Day Conklin then and there be
ing a tradesman, the said Day Conklin then and 
there being an artificer, the said Day Conklin 
then and there being a workman, the said Day 
Conklin then and there being a laborer, the said 
Day Conklin then and there being a farmer, 

Contrary to the laws of said State, the good or
der, peace, and dignity thereof. 

Forsyth Superior Court, Feb. term, 1889. 
GEo. R. BROWN, Solicitor-Gen. 

Both on the Same Platform. 

" CARDINAL GIBBONs," says the Christian 
Gi.tardian (Toronto), "recently denounced, in a 
dedication sermon, any interference for the pur
pose of suppressing a certain Sunday-school which 
had been established in Baltimore for the pro
mulgation of infidel doctrine. The Cardinal 
took the ground that he would be sorry to see 
the arm of the civil law used toward the suppres
sion of the school, and added that as our Saviour 
never had recourse to the arm'of the law or tte 
sword in teaching his doctrine, the only weapons 
to be used against the school were those of argu
ment and persuasion. The Cardinal's remarks 
have drawn forth the following observations from 
Joseph Cook :-

"'Cardinal Gibbons seems to be in danger of Papal 
excommunication. He teaches in a recent sermon 
that the civil law should not be used ,to suppress 
heresy. A recent and famous syllabus declares that 
" it is a deadly error to teach that the force of the 
State may not be used to suppress dissent from Roman 
Catholicism." Cardinal Gibbons, in trying to pur
suade Americans that Vaticanism has no claws, is 
endeavoring to cover a very large wolf with the skin 
of a very ·small lamb.' " 

It comes with rather bad grace for Joseph Cook 
to accuse Cardinal Citibbons of insincerity in this 
matter, though of course everybody ought to know 
that no thorough Papist can from his heart disa
vow that recent and famous syllabus; but Joseph 
Cook can find no reasonable fault with it, for it 
is only a concise statement of that which he, as 
a ·National Reformer, advocates most untiringly. 
Of course Mr. Cook would object to the Catholic 
Church using the power of the State in its inter
ests, but as a National Reformer he admits the 
principle, and is in that respect no whit better 
than Cardinal Gibbons, the only difference being 
that one is a Catholic and the other a so-called 
Protestant.-Signs of the Times. 

IN proportion as the ecclesiastics became co
legislators, heresies became civil crimes, and liable 
to civil punishments.-Dean Milman. 
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REV. J. M. ·wYLIE; a prominent Sunday-law 
advocate, says: "Those who went out to gather 
manna on the Sabbath got nothing." Correct ; 

· and it is equally significant that when they went 
~;>ut on Sunday they got the. regular daily allow
ance. 

Tu:£ National Reform Association, at its last 
.8-nnualtneeting, urgently discussed the necessity 
for a national divorce law. But the advocates 
of this measure still cling with great tenacity to 
.thei'f pet scheme of repealing one of the best of 
divorce laws,-that which separates Church and 
State. 

ANOTHER despairing cry that arose from the 
Kings County, N. Y., Sunday Association was as 

.follows:-
" By the conjoint efforts of the Common Council 

·and Park Commissioners; we are advised that music 
·will h; provided in Prospect Park on Sunday after
noons.duringJune,July,andAugust;perhapstheywill 
be dubbed sacred concerts, to make them more pala-

. table. . . . Thatif .established here, ·they will be 
the ineans of depopulating the churches and Sunday
schools, there can be no doubt." 

Well, well, well I Can it be possible that the 
churc~es and Sunday-schools are held together 
py so frail a tenure, and rest upon so capricious a 
bal:lis, that they will be depopulated by music Sun-

. day afternoon iu the parks?-It must be so; else 
this great association would not in public conven

. tion have confessed it to be so. But what a con
fession 1 

To employ force in propagating religion or 
maintaining it where it has been propagated, is 
to offer a dishonorable and pernicious service. 
To attempt compelling a man to become religious 
is itself a species of irreligion, and the absurdity 

· of E)Uch an attempt is as flagrant as the iniquity 
of it. The timid may be compelled to a feigned 
assumption of what they neither understand nor 
approve; but the judgment, the conscience, and 
.the affections, the abodes of religion or its oppo
site, are not within the re~ch of compulsion; error 

· and vice have retreats from which nothing but 
truth and grace can banish them. The conduct 
pf the religiops despot is preposterous and infa
~.ous!)llis \machination~ and efforts. tend to the · 

. '•'. ,, ,' - ',- ' !· --·-

extinction of all that is free, noble, and ingen
ious in man, and to the production of those pests 
to society, suspicion, servility, deceit, and hypoc
risy.-Sel. c 

___ ._.... __ _ 
Sunday-Law Theology. 

THE president of the National Sunday-law 
Association, Col. Elliott F. Shepard, made a great 
speech May 18, in Brooklyn, N. Y., to the Kings 
County Sunday Association. Of course his speech 
was on Sunday laws, and c he still insists, in spite 
of the denials of the t\vo secretaries of the asso
ciation of which he cis president, that " the only 
authority for the Sabbath-day is to be found in 
the statutes and laws and commandments of the 

-Lord God Ahnighty." c Dr. Crafts says that 
"Mr. Shepard don't know very much about this." 
Nevertheless, Mr. Shepard goes on as though he 
knew a good deal about it. Mr. Shepard seems 
to be quite a theologian in his way, and the pro
fessional theologians seem to think so too, because 
he is invited to their conventions, general assem
blies, etc., to instruct c them in regard to the 
limits and obligations of the ten commandments; 
they indorse hi.s expositions of Scripture, by fre
quent manifestations of applause; and, from the 
assurance with which he sets out his views of 
Scripture and moral obligation, it evidently ap
pears that he actually considers himself a theo
logian of no mean order. 

'V e cite an instance or two illustrating the 
depth of his lheelogicallore. He says:-

" God rested upon the accomplishment of his work 
at creation, and his seventh day was man's first day." 

Now the Bible says that on the sixth day 
God made man and gave him dominion over 
the beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that moveth upon the e~rth. Then every beast 
of the field and every fbwl of the air was brought 
unto Adam to see what he would call them, and 
he gave names to all cattle, and to the fowls of the 
air, and to every beast of the field. This was all 
on the sixth day, and for all that to be accom
plished in the same day that he was created 
would seem to show that he must·· have been 
there on that day. Yet Mr. Shepard insists that 
he was not there until the next day. 'Ve have 
a sort of lurking suspicion that Mr. Shepard is 
wrong. 

More than this, for all that to be accomplished 
on the sixth day would show that it mt~st have 
been not very late in the forenoon, at least, when 
man was created; and it would seem that if man 
should be able to accomplish all that is written 
in the Bible of that man in the same day that 
he was created, that that must have been his 
first day. 'Ve have always understood that a 
man's birthday-the day of his entrance into the 
world--:eounted as his tirst day; but .1tlr. Shep-

NUMBER 22. 

ard's theology will have it that his first day is 
the next day after his birth. · 

Yet more than this. When Adam had 
named alJ the creatur~s upon the earth, it was 
found that there was not any fit to be a com
panion for him. Then that same day the Lord 
made the woman and brought her unto the man, 
and married them--'-all this on the sixth day.; 
yet Mr. Shepard's theology will have it that 
even his wedding-day didn't count, and that his 
first day, his birthday, in fact, did not come till 
the next day after he was married. We can't 
shake off the suspicion that there is · something 
wrong with Col. Elliott F. Shepard's theology. . 

Another instance. Mr. Shepard says:
"The Sabbath was his [man's] first day, and he 

was prepared by this first day of rest for six days of 
labor." · 

The Sabbath was his first day, and yet the 
first thing he had to do was to rest l ·well, well! 
we have indeed heard it suggested that certain 
individuals .were born tired, but never before did 
we know that when the Lord created man, he 
made him tired. 

Further, Mr. Elliott F. Shepard says tliat by 
resting on the first day of his existence man was 
prepared for six days of labor. This is another . 
thing new under the sun. 'Ve have always un
derstood that men rest after labor, and the whole 
world has understood it so, and has acted ac
cording to this understanding of the matter; but 
it must be that this is· all wrong, because Mr. 
Shepard says so. He says that the rest comes 
first, in order that we may be prepared to labor. 

Is it any wonder that after such a magnificent 
display of' theological oratory as this, the divi~es 
and other members of the Kings County Associa
tion should greet the speaker with " applause " ? 

Just one more instance and we are done. Mr. 
Shepard says:-

" Mark; it was not the seventh day which he blessed, 
but the rest-day." 

Reader, please turn to Genesis, second chapter 
and third verse, and "mark" these words: "And 
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.'' 
Then decide if you can that the Sunday theol
ogy of the president of the National Sunday-h~v 
Association is anything else thana downright fraud. 

Theologically, Mr. Shepard's statements are 
unworthy of anything but contempt; but yet 
there is a serious side to this thing which forbids 
its being passed by with the contempt which it 
deserves. Mr. Shepard and all those who are 
working for a national Sunday law propose to 
compel everybody in this Nation to accept that 
theology, and to act in .conformity with it. They 
propose to have the National Legislature frame 
this stuff into a law; and then to have the courts 
of the United States adopt the same theology, 
and by their decisions uphold the law; a.nd then 
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to have the executive department of the Govern
ment compel all people to receive it as the oracles 
of God. The stupendous impudence of such a 
proposition can be accounted 4'or only upon the 
theory that again the "mystery of iniquity doth al-
ready work." A. T. J. 

Who Are the Friends of the Bible? 

THE Congregationalist of February 7 con
tained an editorial entitled "Unsectarian Mo
rality," in which it says:-

"The Chr,istian Register published last week the re
plies of thirty-five eminent men and women, many of 
whom are ))IaCtieal educators, to the questions whether 
morality can be taught in our public schools without 
sectarianism, and what suggestions they had to offer 
as to methods and influences. As, naturally, they 
look at the subject from widely different points of 
view, their replies vary considerably in detail. It is 
the more gratifying, therefore, to notice that most of 
them answer the first question heartily in the affirma
tive. Of course the five Roman Catholics claim that 
morality cannot be taught, in any sense satisfactory 
to them, without including the inculcation of the 
principles of Roman Catholicism; and there are one 
or two others who reply negatively." 

This is in line with the ideas expressed by Sen
ator Blair in his speech in the Senate, December 
21, on the occasion of referring his proposed re
ligious amendment to the Committee on Educa
tion and Labor. Said he:-

" In regard to the general principles of the Chris
tian religion, no one but a bigot would think of hav
ing introduced into the public schools instruction in 
favor qf any form of sectarianism; but a knowledge 
of the Christian religion, even if there be no enforce
ment of those truths upon the conviction and belief 
of the child, instruction in those principles, a state
ment or explanation of what they are, exactly as 
instruction is given in the principles of arithmetic 
and aeography and any of the common branches of 
scfen~e, is exceedingly desirable and important for 
every citizen of this country to possess, whether he 
applies the principles in his personal conduct·ornot." 

, No one can talk that way who has any just 
idea of the Scriptures-their nature and object. 
Such talk can come only from those who can 
see no ~nore in the Bible than they do in an or
dinary text-book on science; just as the carrying 
out of Mr. Blair's proposed amendment would re
sult in lowering the Bible, in the minds of the 
people, to the level of text-books on arithmetic 
and geography. 

In contrast with the statPments, of those who 
i~:mgine that the Bible can be studied with profit 
in the same way that history and geography 
are studied, let us place the statement of a man 
who knows what the Bible is, and what it i~for. 
In the Old Testament Stt~dent of February, 1889, 
the editor, Pro£ William R. Harper, of Yale 
University, writes as follows:-

" The Old Testament is not Hebrew literature. This 
, statement may appear sl:.<trtling; but it is true. The 

Old Testament is not Hebrew literature in the sense 
that the Iliad and the Greek Drama are Greek litera
ture ; or the Boo1' of the Dead, Egyptian ; or the 
Zend A vesta, Persian. If one desires simple Hebrew 
literature, the product of the Jewish mind, he will 
find it in the Tahnud, Targums, and other rabbin
ical writings. The writers of the Old Testament were 
more than mere Hebrews. Moses, David, and Isa
iah did not simply reflect national thought and feel
ing. They were inspired, were men to whom divine 
thought and feeling were revealed. When we speak of 
the study of the Old Testament as literature, we mean, 
then, the study of the national dress and outward 
adornment of a body of divine truth. Such study is 
profitable,and interesting, ~nd very important. But 
is it insignificant when compared with the study 
of the doctrine which this outward national dress 
contains? Renan has made a special study of the 
Hebrew Scripture from the point of view that they 

are a nationaX-literature, and with what result? The 
divine truth has made so little impression upon him 
that he can write a play,' the story of which, of a nun's 
debauchery the day before the guillotine, is as cor
rupt as can well be conceived, and its leading thought 
is that passions must run their course even if death 
stands at the door.' Such debasing thought and phi
losophy may thus co-exist with the highest apprecia
tion of the Bible as a literature. Turn now from 
Renan to those who have studied these sacred writ
ings to find therein the voic~ of God speaking of sin, 
justice, and mercy ; and how great the contrast! 
Here belong such men as Luther, Calvin, Latimer, 
Knox,'vVesley, together with the great rank and file 
of earnest Christian workers and believers. The Old 
Testament is not the history of men's thoughts about 
God or desires after God, or affections toward him. 
It p;ofesses to be a history of God's unveiling of him
self to men. If it is not that, it is nothing; it is 
false from beginning to end. To make it the history 
of the speculation of a certain tribe about God, we 
must deny the very root of any speculations which 
that tribe ever had. For this root is the belief that 
they could not think of him unless he had first 
thought of them; that they could not speak of him 
unless he were speaking of them." , 

"In the modern revival of biblical study there is 
a danger that the Scripture by some may be studied 
only after the manner of Renan, or too exclusively as 
a national literature." 

Dr. Harper is not ignorant of the literary. 
beauty of the Bible, as anyone who is acquainted 
with him can testify; but he sees the danger of 
studying it, with that sole object. As a matter 
of fact, it cannot be taught according to Mr. 
Blair's ideas-except by avowed infidels, which of 
course would never be thought of, and if it were, 
the result would necessarily be to make infidels. 
No man who has any regard for the Bible as the 
word of God, can teach it without conforming his 
teaching to his own religious views; and if this 
were done in the public schools, confusion and re
ligious strife would inevitably follow. How can 
the danger be averted ?-Only by keeping the 
Bible out of State schools, and leaving instruction 
in it to the family, the church, and the private or 
denominational school. 

They are not true friends of the Bible who are 
clamoring for its introduction into the J?Ublic 
schools. They tnay be sincere in their motives, 
but they would give the sacred Book the worst 
blow it has ever received. · The friends of the 
Bible are those who wish it stud_ied for just what 
it is-the revelation of God's will, to man-the 
guide to holiness and eternal life. E. J. w. 

Government Religion. 

[The manuscript of the following article was found 
among the papers of the late Elder J. H. Waggoner, 
after his death. It was evidently intended for the 
SENTINEL, and contains pointed facts, gathered from 
various ages, pertinent to the question of national 
religion now agitating our country. The matter l1as 
not been published before, and those who have been 
readers of the AMEmcAN SENTINEL from the beginning 
will be pleased to read this, one of the latest emana
tions from the pen of its founder.] 

THE self-styled National Reformers repudiate 
the idea that they are advocating a union of Church 
and State, and yet they openly advocate "religious 
legislation" in the State, and "national religion;'' 
even commending the Roman Catholic Church as 
being the upholder of national religion. It is a 
sad truth, as many martyrs have witnessed, that 
the Roman Church is an earnest defender of na
tional compulsory religion. Indeed, the National 
Reforr:aers have not only commended the Catholic 
Chureh, but advocated a coalition with that church, 
because that, in some countries, it is the only up
holder of national religion. And if anyone 
\~dshes to understand the actuaL benefits and beau-

ties of national religion, he need not go to the 
histpry of the Inquisition, to Constance, to Smith
field, and like places, but let him. go, even at this 
day, to those countries where the Catholic Church 
and national religion have entire control. Let 
the Presbyterian members of the association try 
a six months' residence in Spain, and they will 
find that, in certain circumstances, their Presby
terianism m~st be .compromised or concealed, or 
it will prove the aoor to a prison. And if that 
is not sufficient, let them go to certain places in 
South America where government is administered 
solely in the interest of the chumh, and where 
Sl!lch is the case the country is removed scarcely 
a step from barbarism. How can people rise 
whose minds and consciences are enslaved by a 
priesthood which claims the exercise of supreme 
power in the name and place of God. And yet 
this is exactly the position that the Christian 
Statesman and Christian Nation declare that the 
Church and the State relatively ought to occupy .. 
They say that the kingdom of Christ is to be set 
up.by the votes of the National Reformers, and 
they are to be the administrators of the kingdom. 

The celebrated historian, Neander, noticing the 
secularization of Christianity in the Roman Em
pire, made the following suggestive comment:--

" While it was the State twt should be Christian
ized, instead of this Christianity would be changed 
into a civil polity, and what belongs to the kingdom 
of God would be secularized; an evil in which, to 1Je 
sure, as we shall see, the Eastern Roman Empire 
especially involved itself."-Torrey's Neander, Yol. 1, 
p. 162; Hurd & Houghton, N. Y. 

This is the natural tendency, and, indeed, the 
very object, of national religion. And what do 
we find in the United States at the present time 
but a plea for the accomplishment of this object? 
\Ve are gravely informed that the Sunday, 
as the "Christian Sabbath," is the " very safe
guard and bulwark of our holy religion." Prize 
books are industriously circulated to prove to the 
world that the Sunday is one of the most sacred 
and important of all religious institutions. And 
yet politicians, and doctors of a sickly divinity, 
and such sensible religious journals as the New 
York Independent, assure us that when they ad
vocate its enforcement by the State, it is not at 
all as a religious institution, but altogether as a 
"sanitary regulation," as" a Government holiday," 
and that compulsion to observe it is not an in
fringement upon anybody's conscientious convic
tions or religious rights, because it is not enforced 
upon religious grounds, but for purely civil reasons. 
If that is not secularizing what they claim to he 
a most sacred religious institution, we fail to see 
w!mt could be. Reading the words of Neander, 
and applying them to ancient Rome, we can all 
see the inconsistency, the evil, and the danger. 
But when the very thing is being enacted in the 
United States, under the specious pretext of 
Christianizing our beloved country, and to glorify 
the Saviour, how different it looks! But it must 
be remembered that the Inquisition was estab
lished, and the a~do da fe was kept in existence, 
by the very same pretext. 

The Independent scorned the idea of the :N a
tional Reformers, and of all who wished to g;ive· 
our Nation a religious character by changing the 
Constitution. But at length it declared this as 
the solution of the difficulty: Let the "Christian 
Sabbath," and ,other Christian tlilnets if neces
sary, be adopted by the Government as civil in
stitutions, and all may consistently be compelled 
to observe them as civil laws. The Sabbath 
ceases to be a religious instituti01i as enforced by 
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the Government, and therefore it is not religious 
persecution to compel people to observe it even 
though they conscientiously observe tl1e identical 
day commanded in the Bible. 

The reader will see that the idea is not new. 
Neander outlined it as the evils of the Catholic 
Church in ancient Rome in the early centuries. 
On the fulfilling of this purpose I will give an
other item of history. In a work entitled, "A 
Concise History of the Papal Supremacy," pub
lished in Dublin, Ireland, 1810, a copy of which 
I found in the library of the British Museum, in 
London, I read something of interest on this sub
ject. 

·Tho general council of Chalcedon was called by 
the Emperor Marcian in A. D. 351. It is well 
known that its canons provoked no small contro
versy and contention. The history here referred 
to speaks of the action oftl1e emperor as follows:-

" He forbade any person to hold disputes in public 
about religion; and he gave this reason for it: 'He 
does injury to the judgment of the holy synod, who 
shall discuss and dispute the ~~rticles which were 
there rightly judged and disposed of, since those mat
ters appointed by the bishops, assembled at Chalce
don, concerning the Christian faith, were ordained by 
us, or were decided by our commandments; and those 
who despise this law shall be punished.' " 

And so the matter has already been solved in 
this self-same way. It was no infringement on the 
rightsof anybody's conscience to compel them to 
accept without questioning the canons of the 
council. Oh, no; they were established as im
periallaws, and surely it was right that all should 
obey the laws of the empire. How easily and 
consistently is the whole matter disposed of, and 
no body's religions liberty endangered. "·what
ever. man has done, man may do." 

An authority with the vVomun's Christian Tem
perance Union has presented a picture of the 
happy state of tho Nation when every voter will 
be called upon t~ consider the religious bearings 
of political questions; when Christianity shall 
be discussed in every caucus, and declared 
from every rostrum. Neither is this a new idea. 
Neander hp,s also given'-us a sketch from real life 
of that very state of things; and he has stated the 
inevitable results. Thus he speaks:-

" Now, as so much depended on the fact whether a 
party had the emperor's vote on its side, every art 
was employed, consequently, to secure this; all that 
was corrupt in the Byzantine court found its way into 
the bosom of the church-court parties became doctri
nal parties, and the reverRe. Imperial chamberlains, 
eunuchs, directors of the prince's kitchen, disputed 
on formulas of faith, and affected to set themselves up 
as judges in the theological disputes. That which 
must pass current for sound doctrine in the church 
was subject to the same fluctuations with the parties 
at court."-Pages 165-66. 

Here is the evil 1nherent in this national re
ligious system, as we have pointed it. out in the 
SrcNTINEL. If our Nation is tq retain its re
publican features, then the religion of the country 
is to be subjected to the decision of every election, 
liable to be changed with the changes of ad
ministration, and every corrupt faction in the 
State, or will urge its way into the church f()r po
litic~tl .effect. And yet we arc charged with be
iug enemies to Christianity because we do not 
unite with them in their efforts to bring about 
this very state of things. Woe to the church 
and to Christianity in our country, if ever this 
National Reform scheme is successful. 

They must be dull indeed who cannot see that 
all that is corrupt in politics will force itself into · 
the church, whenever a profession of Christianity 
becomes necessary to political preferment. That 

was a wise and prudent action of the framers 
of our unrivaled Constitution prohibiting relig
ious tests in our Government; a provision well 
calculated to preserve the purity ofTeligion in the 
churches, as well as an equal administration of 
justice to all classes. · 

Eusebius, the historian, overpraised Constantine 
for the benefit that it was supposed that he had 
conferred upon Christianity and upon the church; 
yet he left on record the baleful effects of the em
peror's kindness and liberality, writing thus:-

"In truth, I can myse1f bear testimony to the 
grievous evils which prevailed in those times; I mean 
the violence of rapacious and unprincipled men, who 
preyed upon all classes of society alike, and the scan
dalous hypocrisy of those who crept into the church, 
and assumed the name and character of Christians." 
-Life of Constantine, chap. 54. 

Statements of this kind might be multiplied 
to almost any extent, yet the lovers of national 
religion are wont to paint the church, in the days 
of Constantine, as in its most happy state, blessed 
with the patronage of this first Christian emperor. 

Human nature is always the same-never to 
be trusted too far. Like causes may be expected 
to produce like results. Many in America flatter 
themselves that in this age, and in our country, 
there can be no danger. So it always appeared 
when evils came in by small beginnings, and with 
deceitful promises. But tho promises are just as 
deceitful, and the dangers just as great, at this 
time as in any age when religious ambition 
grasps for the reins of civil power. 

The Missouri Convention. 

A Sabbath Observance Convention was held 
at Sedalia, Missouri, May 23 and 24. After the 
organization of the convention, a paper was read 
by Rev. T. A. Tatlow, of Edina, on "Sabbath Ob
servance in Rural Life." The main point of the 
paper was to show that Sabbath observance "has 
a quickening and abiding influence upon man, 
especially in rural life, because he is in such lme 
especially impressed with a sense of his depend
ence upon God. For not only man himself, but 
even his cattle also, are directly dependent for 
their subsistence upon the products of the earth. 

Therefore, as far as the divine law re
garding the Sabbath-day contemplates the secular 
good of man, so· far the civil power must obey 
the law and secure proper secular obedience to it 
on the part of its subjects." 

The reading of the paper was followed by a 
.free discussion of its contents, Rev. M. A. Gault 
being first to speak. He said:-

"This question [whether Government shall ap
peal to the divine authority in enforcing Sabbath 
legislation] has been put by Dr. Howard Crosby 
in this form: He says that Governments should 
not say you n1ust keep the Sabbath because God 
says so. That is not the province; he says, of 
civil government. That Government bas no 
right to compel another or higher authority than 
the will of the people. All that Government 
can say is prescribed by the will of the people, 
according to Crosby. And Dr. Crafts very heart
ily declares and teaches that Governments should 
say you must keep the Sabbath because it is good 
for you; because, as Brother Tatlow has stated to 
you, it is a law of our physical being. We must 
have one day's rest in seven, therefore Govern
nients should have Sa,bbath laws, but not to com
pel divine authority in enforcing those Sabbath 
laws. 

"Now we take the ground that Governments 
should invoke divine authority on this question; 

Governments should say to the people, You must 
keep the Sabbath, and have the Sabbath's rest 
secured toaD classes, 11ot merely because it is good 
for you, but bec::T;;e God say;.; so; because there 
is a divine appointment behind this question. 
The point may be illustrated by the story of a 
man who had a melon patch, and who put up at 
one end of the patch a sign which read as fol
lows: 'Boys, don't steal these melons, for they are 
green, and God sees you.' · That is, that. fi.wmer 
appealed to divine authority. He gave the boys 
to understand that they must not steal melons, 
not merely because it would injure them, but be
cause God saw them. And in that way he 
reached their consciences. 

"vV ell, that simple idea of the farmer expresses 
the philosophy that underlies this whole question. 
I believe that Government · can reach tho con
science of the people. A man without God is a 
man without a 't;onscience, and a Goverument 
without God is a Government without a con
science. A Government has no right npon the 
conscience of man to enforce a law without recog
nizing the idea of a supreme Being, the Almighty 
God, as revealed in Jesus Christ. Now, the only 
reason why I should appeal to divine authority 
on this question is because God is the source of 
all legitimate authority, whether in the family, or 
in the church, or in the State,-God is the source 
of all authority. \Ve cannot go back of God to 
find even a definition of virtue or a standard of 
virtue, or the authority for virtue. And you 
may take this position, and hold it successfully,
that without God, without the ten commandments, 
there is no right or wrong. You cannot go back 
of God's decalogue to find a definition of right. 
So this is a fundamental question. 

"Now, when the child asks the parent, \Vhat 
business have you to order me around, that parent 
can say, God has vested me with parental author
ity. So it is in the church; the church appeals 
to the divine law; and so the State must also 
appeal to the divine law. Now, let me explain 
here tl1at we do not mean that the State should 
appeal to the ecclesiastical law, nor to the divine 
law. The ecclesiastical law binds the church, 
and the civil law binds the State. Civil govern
ment has no right to compel people to religiously 
observe the Sabbath-day, or to compel the church 
to perform any religious duty as sucl1; that is .be
yond the province of the State. But the civil 
law-the ten commandments-because they are 
civil-they bind the State. They bind the State 
just as well as they bind the church." 

The Chainnan-" The discussion is now open 
for anyone to take part in it.'' 

Elder R. C. Porter, in addressing the chairman 
and members of the convention, said:-

" It is hardly to be expected that all of us, 
without any discussion, would see eye to eye upon 
this question; and possibly what I may have to 
say will not be exactly in harmony with what 
Brother Gault has said. The question before us 
is whether it is the province of human govern
ment to appeal to the divine law in enforcing the 
Sabbath. And as I look at that question it seems 
to me that I shall ):le compelled to differ with 
Brother Gault upon this question simply for this 
reason: Our Saviour has taugllt us in the sacred 
record that we should render unto Cmsar tho 
things that are Cmsar's, and to God the things 
that are God's. Cmsar represents civil govern
ment. The things to be rendered to God are 
our religious obligations to him. Now, the ques
tion to be settled with reference to the subject of 
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this discussion is, Is the Sabbath God's, or is it 
Cresar's? If it is the Lord's, then render it to 

. God, not by Cresar, or through Cresar, but to God, 
because it is his. The Sabbath is the Lord's ; 

· then we should render it to God, not because 
Cresar says so, but because we should .render to 
Gpd the things that are God's, and the Sabbath is 
the Lord's, and God does not ask Cresar to have 
anything to do with rendering to him the things 
that are his. We are to remember the Sabbath
day in obedience to the command of God, and 
Cresar has no right to say whether we shall or 
shall not render obedience to that command. 
But the Lord will hold us individually responsi
ble for his claims upon us, and we will have to 
settle that with God. Therefore, it seems to me 
that the logical conclusion of the matter is that 
God does not want us to frame laws that would 
compel anybody to render obedience to that which 
he claims ashis. 

"Now let me illustrate: S.uppose we take that 
precept and appeal to the divine law in support 
of the idea that we should remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy. Now, I ask, what would 
be the result of it? The ~esult of it would be 
that the first question to be decided is, What was 
the intent of the Lawgiver in giving the law? 
Cooley, in his 'Constitutional Limitations,' says : 
'It is the intent of the lawgiver that is to be en
forced.' Then the object of the State is to en
force the intent of the lawgiver when the law was 
made. Suppose we apply that to the divine law. 
What was the intent of the Lawgiver in making the 
law concerning the Sabbath? It was to enforce 
the seventh day as the Sabbath. · Then applying 
this rule of interpretation in the enforcement 
of law, would we not be obliged to keep the sev
enth day, as that was, unquestionably, the intent 
of the Lawgiver when the law was made? But 
even suppose that the intent of' the Lawgiver 
should be carried out by a civil enactment, com
pelling all people to keep the seventh day, I 
should as strongly oppose any such an enactment 
as I would if' it enforced the observance of the 
first day of the week, on the ground that it would 
interfere with the rights of conscience of those 
who conscientiously believe they should observe 
the first day of the week, and that civil govern
ment has no right to interf13re with the rights of 
conscience; or to legislate with reference to religion, 
or to dictate what a man shall or shall not believe. 

"If the State has a righ~ .to enforce one pre
cept because it is a divine commandment, it has 
a right to enforce all other religious obligations, 
because they are divine commandments. It is 
unsafe for us to appeal to the divine law and 
make that the basis of our statute laws simply 
because it is a divine law. Civil laws are the 
natural outgrowth of the civil relations of man 
with his fellowman. It is the province of human 
government, if that be true, to legislate only with 
respect to these civil relations. Then, suppose we 
should appeal in the enforcement of the fourth 
commandment to the divine law, as stated by 
Brother Gault, why would we not then be at lil:v 
erty to take another step and appeal to anotner 
precept, which says, 'If thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke .him; and if he repent, for
give him. And if he trespass against thee seven 
times in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive 
him.' Then would we not have an equal right 
to appeal to this precept and enforce it by civil 
statute? But if this were done, how could a · 
criminal ever be brought to trial . in any court of 

justice? And so when we come to look the mat
ter squarely in the face, in consideration of these 
facts, we see that the true province of civil gov
ernment, as declared in our Saviour's words, is to 
render to Cresar only the things that are Cresar's, 
and unto God the things that are God's." 

Mr. W. P. Gray, secretary of the convention, 
then said:-

"I for one have made this question very much 
of a study, especially that topic of it. To appeal 
to divine authority in our legislation on tl1is sub
ject would be to fundamentally change the law of 
our land, or the principle adopted by our fathers 
when they said that all Governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed. I 
for one do not believe-that, as a political maxim, 
Governments derive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed. And I believe with 
Mr. Gault on this, I think. And so the object of 
this movement is an effort to change that feature 
in our fundamental law. Jefferson was under the 
influence of French ideas when the Constitution 
was framed; and that: had something to do with 
leaving God out of the Constitution. And I 
think that the provincial history of this country 
will compel us to come back to that and recog- . 
nize God in our Constitution. And I see in this 
reform a providence teaching us the necessity of 
recognizing something else besides the will of the 
people as the basis of' government.'' 

A Significant Proposal. 

THE feverish, restless spirit of the times, and 
the tendency of the age towards legislation, which 
interferes with the individual rights of conscience, 
are well exemplified in a proposal by the trustees 
of the Normal Coll~ge of New Jersey of an 
amendment to the State constitution "prohibiting. 
the establishment of schools the purpose of which 
is to withdraw pupils from the public schools.'' 

Of course the amendment is aimed directly at 
parochial schools, but great as is the evil of Rom
ish opposition to our common schools, the remedy 
proposed by the trustees of the Normal College 
would be a great deal worse. It is right that 
the State should require every parent to afford 
his child an opportunity to acquire a good educa
tion in the common branches of' knowledge, but 
to go farther than that and say that the child 
must be educated in t~is, school, or in that, is a 
most unwarranted invasim:r.of private rights. If' 
Protestants, because they ~~ore in the majority, 
have a right to say that Catholic children shall 
be educated in the public schools, it must follow 
that where Catholics are· in the majority they 
have the right to say that Protestants shall send 
their children to church schools. · 

There are some things for which people are 
properly answerable only to God, and certainly 
the matter of giving religious instruction to, 
or of withholding it from, their children is 
one of thos& things. The State may require 
Catholics, or Presbyterians, or Methodists, and, 
in short, people of' all denominations, to educate 
their children, but the moment it forbids the es
tablishment of denominational schools, and re
quires that all shall send to the State schools, it 
strikes down religious liberty, and tramples upon 
the sacred rights of conscience. 

"PuT them in mind to be subject to princi
palities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be 
ready to every good work." Titus 3 : 1. 

Straws Tell Which Way the Wind 
Blows. 

THE Freidereker is a German paper published 
in Milwaukee, Wis., devoted to the interests of re
ligious liberty. In the issue of May 26 are 
some resolutions passed on Catholics' Day at Vi
enna, during the first week of May last. The 
document reads as follows:-

In comideration that the general observance of Sun
day rest is of the highest importance in a religious 
and 'SOCial view; and, 

In consideration that the Christian holidays are to 
the Catholics just as sacred as the Sundays, and that 
they are the holidays of the by far overwhelming ma
jority of the population of Austria ; 

Therefore, the Catholics' Day asks that the law pro
hibiting industrial labor on Sundays be carried out 
more strictly than heretofore, and that the granting 
of exceptions by means of special ordinances be re
stricted still more by law. 

2. That the prohibition of all industrial labor be ex-
tended anew to all Christian holidays. . 

3. That the benefit of rest on Sundays and holidays 
be extended by law to the employes in public offices, 
as well as to all private offices not in the service of 
the Government, and especially as much as possible 
to the officers and employes of the public institutions 
of transportation arid travel. 

The language of the above petition· is plain, 
and shows the inevitable drift of all religious legisla
tion by the State. By this straw, although in a 
foreign country, we may easily forecast the prevail
ing direction of the wind in the United States when 
the .Blair measures shall have been enacted into 
laws. At that meeting the Catholic loyalties of 
the entire Austrian Empire were represented by 
delegates, under the guidance of their priests, 
bishops, and cardinals, working in the interest of 
the church. The European powers were urged 
to re-enthrone the Pope of Rome, and delegates 
pledged themselves to support and favor the 
church press and the church schools. 

With the Protestant churches in America 
banded together i~ a "National Reform Associa
tion" to further the work of making an irnage 
to the Papacy within our own Government, is 
there not cause for alarm at the menace to our 
religious liberty .. May the American people read 
correctly the signs of the times. There are 
breakers ahead. · *** 

OolumbWJ, Ohio. 

Secretary Foster's Leap in Logic. 

SECRETARY FosTER, of the National Reform 
Association, has a letter in the Christian States
man. of' April18, in which he says:-

" But even on the secular theory, Sabbath laws 
should be enforced. Man has an inalienable right 
to the seventh part of time for rest. The Govern
ment, as the institution of human rights, should 
secure this right. That would prohibit all common 
labor on the Sabbath." 

We pity the intelligence of the man who is 
honest in such an argument. Secretary Fos
ter, haven't you the civil right to rest on Wed
nesday, if you want to? Is it any of our business, 
or the Government's business, if you lay aside 
your National Ref~rm nonsense, and indulge in 
absC!lute rest every Wednesday? Don't hesitate; 
tell the truth, and say, No. Very well, "the 
Government as the institution of human rights 
should secure this right. That would prohibit 
all common labor on" Wednesday. 

And haven't you the right so far as the civil gov
ernment is concerned, to rest every day if you 
have money to pay your bills?-Certainly you 
have, and it is the duty of the Government to se
cure to you this right. "That would prohibit all 
common labor" forever. 
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Now, Mr. Secretary, for the sake of your own 
cause, don't give it and yourself away by any 
more such absurd argu_ments. 

But you will ask, How are the railroad men 
going to keep Sunday? .Answer-By refusing to 
work. Didn't they know when they went into 
that kind of work that they would be asked to 
work on Sunday? If a man is anxious to keep 
Sunday, will he deliberately enter into a contract 
which requires him to work on that day? Is 
there any law on the statute hooks of this country 
that requires any man to '(lnter il\tO a contract 
with a railroad company against his will? One 
would suppose there must be, to hear these would
be reformers talking about securh:tg the rig1J.ts 
of the workingmen. But there is not; and no 
railroad company can compel any man to work 
on Sunday if he does not want to work. If the 
railroad men wanted to keep Sunday they would 
keep it, and the trains would be obliged to stop 
for want of men to run them. But in order to 
get these men to rest they are obliged to pass a 
law compelling all trains to stop on Sunday; and 
t4en, when the trains are stopped, the men still 
refuse to rest, so they ask for another law to keep 
the men ·from engaging in some other kind of 
work, or in games and amusements, on that day. 
How these railroad ·men must be clamoring 'for 
Sunday, when they will not keep it unless they 
are absolutely obliged to I 

Again, there is a principle involved in· this 
question which seems to be overlooked, namely, 
the principle of governmental interference with 
private contracts. If, on the ground of protection 
to the public health, it is proper to interfere with 
a private contract by which a man voluntarily 

'agrees to work on Sunday, then, on the same 
ground, and with the same propriety, all night 
work should be strictly forbidden. From a phys
ical standpoint, a law prohibiting night labor 
would be ten times more valuable than any kind 
of a Sunday law. No one thing has so much to 

. do with breaking down young men as night labor 
and night debaucl1ery. Why not compel people 
to go to bed at nine o'Clock r 
i How plausible, and yet how dangerous! That 
man whose time is not his own, every moment of 
it; except when needed in the service of his coun
try, is a slave. No one has the right to interfere 
with any man's time, against his consent, so long 
as he does not interfere by force with the rights 
of others. No railroad company forces anyone 
to work on Sunday. This is an article in their 
contract to which the laborer voluntarily conse1its. 

On the principle that the Government has a 
right to compel a man to rest, it may also control 
by law all the voluntary functions of nature. 
It may command him wlwn to sleep, when and 
how much to eat, and 1ww much exercise to take. 
It may regulate and appropriate his property 
with absolute -authority. A man's time is his 
property, and if you may tell him how he is to 
spend his time, you may tell him how he is to 
spend his other property. The Christian States
man quotes from Mr. Kennan as follows:-

"' The theory upon which the Government of 
Russia proceeds is that the citizen . • 
is incompetent to manage even the affairs of his 
own household; and that, from the time when 
he leaves his cradle and begins the struggle of 
life, down to the time when his weary gray head 
is finally laid under the sod, he must be guided, 
directed, 'instructed, restrained, repressed, regulated, 
fenced in, fenced out, braced up, kept down, and 
made to do generally. what somebody else thinks 

is best for him."' "Weary of Ishmaelitism in 
theology and upon questions of public morals," 
the Russian Government enforces upon all the 
"laws of Christian morality" as defined on its 
statute books. In harmony with the public-health 
argument for Sunday laws, they "prove that po
litical interests are to be placed before the rights 
of religion," and offer "political necessities and 
expediences" as a sufficient excuse for the adop
tion and enforcement of a national standard of re
ligion. 

It is astonishing to hear National Reformers 
condemn the Government of Russia for carrying 
out the same principles which they are seeking 
to establish in our own Government. They seem 
willing to resort to any artifice whereby their own 
popularity and influence may be increased. Let 
us watch the viper while we gather the roses. 

A. DELOS WESTCOTT. 

The Sunday Law in Massachusetts. 

A RECENT decision of the Supreme Court in 
Massachusetts has again revived the Sunday ques
tion in that State. The decision was rendered in 
a case of the State against a tobacconist for keep
ing his place of business open on Sunday. Prior 
to A. D. 1887, Massachusetts had quite a strict 
Sunday law, but that year it was very much 
modified, and while as it now stands it absolutely 
forbids the keeping open of some places of busi· 
ness it allows others to remain open. For instance, 
one clause permits the sale of drugs and medicines 
and articles o:rdered by the prescription of phy
sicians, also mechanical appliances used by phy
sicians or surgeons. Taking advantage of this 
provision, the druggists resumed their Sunday sale 
of cigars and sundry other articles. A druggist 
was arrested and tried for violating the law be
cause he sold tobacco, but the court and jury de
cided that tobacco was a drug and could be sold 
on Sunday. "The retail cigar dealers being, un
fortunately, mostly Hebrews, therefore unable," as 
the Boston Post puts it, " to understand the nice
ties of the Yankee conscience, could not see why 
it was they could not sell cigars as well as the 
druggist," and one of them determined to test the 
question, and so sold cigars and tobacco on Sunday .. 
He was promptly arrested, tried, and fined. He 
took an appeal, but the Supreme Court sustained 
the decision of the lower courts in his case. While 
we do not approve the use of tobacco in any 
form, it is difficult to see why cigars are any worse 
sold by a Hebrew than by a Christian, so called. 
J3ut this is only another illustration of the inher
ent injustice of Sunday laws. It is to be hoped 
that this will enable the law makers in Massachu
setts to see that it is impossible to regulate Sunday
keeping by law. 

The Sunday Newspapers Again. 

IN a recent speech at Ocean Grove, New J er
sey, on the "Sabbath Question," Col. Elliott F. 
Shepard charged that the Christian people are 
responsible for the Sunday papers. In proof of 
his assertion, he stated that the proprietor and 
editor of a leading daily in New York City, 
whom he reproaches for issuing a Sunday paper, 
justifies himself by saying he did not care to set 
himself " up as more lwly than his best Christian 
neighbors." This editor was himself a church-

. going man, but finding that church-members 
wanted the paper on Sunday, and that by sup
plying it he could increase his profits about $20,-

000 a year, he yielded to the demand ; so there 
was another great daily added to those which 
were printing a Sunday edition. From this 
showing, it may be necessary to have a law pro
hibiting the publication of Sunday papers; but 
we cannot fail to see the parallel between this 
and the demand made in the fourth century for 
laws to prevent the Christian people from attend
ing theaters and shows instead of going to church 
on Hunday. But we presume if people will 
not do their duty of their own accord, they will 
have to be coerced, at least this seems to be the 
view of the matter taken by National Reformers. · 

A Labor Paper on Sunday Laws. 

vV E would commend the following excellent 
editorial article from the El Dorado. Independent 
and Workingrnan'B Friend, of May 18, 1889, to 
those of' our readers, if there be any such, who 
think, as is claimed by Dr. Crafts and others, that 
Sunday laws are demanded by the workingmen. 
The Independent says:-

"The Sunday-law question has become a prom
inent matter of discussion, made so by the at
tempt on the part of those claiming to be Chris
tians to violate the spirit and meaning of the 
Federal Constitution, which, if it means anything, 
expressly forbids legislation involving a union of 
Church and State. No matter what the pre
tense, the fact is patent to every candid mind 
that the first and main object of legislation upon 
the matter is to enforce religious observances. 
We believe in calling a spade a spade, at the 
same time we design no prejudice to the Chris
tian religion. It is the attempt to enforce relig
ion by law that we have to do with. The propo
sition to enforce a Suwlay law is nothing less 
than the manifestation of a deliberate contempt 
for one of the most sacred constitutional rights 
of the American people. It is a violation of the 
principles of American institutions. It is bigotry 
and intolerance. It is a relic of barbarism . 

"We regard the constitutional question in
volved in the Sunday-law proposition a test of 
honesty, and one that stamps as hypocritical all 
pretensions to Christianity. No one canbe hon
est, and no one can be a Christian, who wantonly 
disregards the sacred principles of civil and relig
ious liberty, and would bind the consciences of 
men with legal enactments. A religion that re- . 
quires to be enforced by law is in direct con
flict with the entire teachings of Jesus Christ. 

" But aside from all religious considerations, 
no constitutional authority exists upon which a 
law can be made, saying what an individual 
shall or shall not do on any certain day of the 
week that does not apply to all days. All laws 
governing human action are of a general nature, 
not confined to any one day, but to all days alike. 
Any law designed to make one day better than 
another can have no other authority than that 
derived from ecclesiastical dogma. Again, no 
one will deny that it is the inviolate right of every 
individual to rest on any day he chooses. To 
enforce the observance of any certain. one day of 
the week as a day of rest would annihilate that 
right. There is no escaping these conclusions. 
There is no necessity for adding words. The 
points we have made in this article are common 
to every thinking mind. The question is with 
each individual mind to answer for itself, Shall 
we maintain the principles of civil and religious 
liberty? or shall we bow the knee to ecclesiastical 
tyranny?" . 



174 THE AMERICAN SE,NTINEL. 

This is another evidence of that which we 
have repeatedly stated, that comparatively few of 
the workingmen are really in favor of Sunday 
legislation. The fact is, as we have more than once 
proved, that the demand for Sunday laws origi
nated with a few religious bigots, and that by 
dint of long speeches and smooth arguments a 
few laboring men were persuaded to indorse the 
movement, and then with an immense flourish of 
trumpets it was at once announced that the de
mand was the spontaneous production of the la-. 
bor unions. "For ways that are dark and for 
tricks that are vain" the National Reformers are 
not one whit better than ward politicians. 

A Little Mixed. 

IN the remarks of Rev. M. A. Gault, in the 
Missouri Nitional Reform Convention, on another 
page of this paper, will be noticed the character
istic mongrel logic of the Reformers. The dis
cussion being on the question whether the State 
should appeal to the divine law in the enforce
ment of Sabbath observance, Mr. Gault said: 
"The church appeals to the divine law, and so 
the State appeals to the divine law." Then, to 
be sure of being understood in the matter, he 
added: ''Now let me explain here that we do 
not mean that the State should appeal to the ec
clesiastical law, nor to the divine law." This is 
in keeping with the consistency of the Blair Edu
cational. Amendment bill, which in the first sec
tion provides that "no State shall ever make or 
maintain any law respecting an establishment of 
religion;" and then in the second section makes 
it the duty of the Government to see that each 
State maintain public schools for the very pur
pose forbidden in the first section. 

Mr. Gault continued:. "The ecclesiastical law 
binds the church,· and the civil law binds the 
State. Civil government has no right to compel 
people to religiously observe. the Sabbath-day." 
That is wholesome doctrine, if he would only stick 
to it; but previously, in the same speech, he had 
said: "Government should say to the people, You 
must keep the Sabbath and have the Sabbath's 
rest secured to all classes, .not merely because it is 
good for you, but because God says so; because 
there is a divine appointment behind this ques
tion." ·Now the solution to all this muddle of 
doctrine seems to lie in his treating the ten com
mandn1ents as a civil law, as well as a divine law; 
for he says, "The civil law-the ten command
ments-because they are civil-they bind the 
State." In this, he seems to speak of "things 
that are not as though they were," in contempla
tion of what shall be when National Reform rule 
shall have been established in the Government. 
However, the decalogue seems to be a very 
convenient code for the Reformers,-moral when it 
best answers their purpose, and civil when. any 
emergency in their cause demands that construc
tion. But that is characteristic of Church and 
State logic everywhere. 

A Sign of Weakness. 

THE above is the heading of a short commu
nication to a journal recently started in Minne
apolis, called Reason. Our readers will agree 
with us, we think, that the article, wl1ich we here
with give, is well worthy of a place in a paper 
bearing that name:-· 

"My main objection to the 'Blair bills' is that 
they look in the direction of that union of the 

secular and spiritual power which has always 
proved so disastrous in the past. If these bills 
become law, the legislation necessary to carry 
them out and enforce them must inevitably work 
injustice to a large class of our citizens. The 
.Tew or the atheist who gives his allegiance to 
our Constitution, who pays his taxes for the sup
port of the Government, has the same right to 
protection and immunity from coercion that the 
most orthodox Christian has. The wide diversity 
of views upon the Sabbath, and the qurstion of 
religious instruction in schools, is itself sufficient 
to show that any legislation to secure uniformity 
must result in hardship to many. For the State 
to take any action .upon religious grounds, that 
is, upon the assumption that such action is re
quired by the law of God, establishes the princi
ple that legislative bodies are the proper tribunals 
to determine what are the laws of God. This is 
the principle upon which union of Church and 
State is based. It is the principle that has been 
at. the bottom of all religious persecution. If, 
the State has a right to determine what are the 
laws· of God, it has a right to enforce them, if 
need be, with the sword. 

"In the present agitation upon the subject cov
ered by these Blair bills, I see, not a sign of 
strength, but of weakness and degeneracy in the 
Christian church. Just as soon as Christianity 
begins to.cry out for the aid of the secular power, 
so soon does it confess that it is beginning to sink. 
As long as it is strong and vital it needs no such 
assistance. The great thing for the church to do 
is to throw away all such amendments as the 
ones proposed, burn their petitions, abolish their 
mass-meetings; and fling themselves into a moral 
and spiritual campaign-using the power of truth, 
of genuine Christian living, and putting into their 
lives, instead of into the statutes of the Nation, 
the principles of Jesus Christ. If all the Chris
tians of this country should for one day show an 
earnest disposition to live by the· golden rule, 
carrying it out in all their relations to their fel
low-men, it would do more towards ~onverting 
unbelievers to ,Qhristianity than an the laws that 
have been enacted from the days of Constantine· 
to the days of President Harrison." 

The Bill Is Despotic. 

IF the Blair bill and the proposed amendment 
are righteous measures, we. may well ask why 
did not Jesus and his co-workers petition the Ro
man Government to establish the kingdom of God 
by law. The gospel asks for no legislation, al!d 
should have no laws to support it. The great 
commission was to disciple the nations. 

The "Blair bill" makes the "Lord's day" a 
religious institution and violates the spirit and the 
letter of Article I. [See amendments to Constitu
tion of the U. S.] It prohibits persons from en
gaging in any recreation " to the disturbance of 
others on the first day of the week." The crime 
would be in disturbing someone. Some over
zealous persons would, for the purpose of prosecu
tion; seek to be disturbed. The bill is despotic, 
and a long step backward toward.the Dark Ages .. 
'V e have no scyiptural command to observe the 
first day of the week as a day of rest and worship. 
The authority is custom and common consent. 
There is a respectable body of Christians in this 
country which holds to the seventh day, and free
dom of conscience would be placed under the ban 
of law by the bill. Shall the State compel sev
enth"day worshipers to give up their creed? Is 

the United States Senate an infallible pope to issue 
bulls and promulgate decrees? 

The first section of the proposed amendment is 
misleading and false, as it relates to the second 
section. The first prohibits an establishment of 
religion, and the second is that" the principles of 
the Christian religion" shall be taught in the 
public schools. 

vVho shall determine what are the princi
ples of the Christian religion ? The answer is 
an easy one. The dominant religions denomina
tion of any State can interpret these princi
ples in accordance with its c~·eed. Thus would 
churches be tempted to degenerate into political 
p~rties.- W: €1. Pechin, in Reason. 

Sunday Paper in London. 

THE appearance of the London edition of the 
New York Herald, one issue of which is pub
lished on Sunday morning, calls forth a letter 
from a correspondent of the London Times vigor
ously protesting against the innovation, and ap
pealing to the leaders of English journalism to 
resolutely set their faces against it. The Ca\lSe 
assigned for this protest is that all those connected 
with papers which issue an edition oi1 Sunday 
will be compelled to work on that day, and thus 
be deprived of observing it as a day of rest. 

Evidently the Times correspondent doesn't 
know anything about the work of a daily news
paper office, for such work is done during the 
day and night before the date of issue. The 
work of the Sunday morning paper is always done 
on Saturday and Saturday night, and the em
ployes have an opportunity to rest on Sunday. 
On the other hand, those who work on tt Monday 
morning paper must necessarily work on Sunday. 
The London papers all issue a Monday morning 
edition, the work for which is all done on Sunday. 
So the innocent correspondent of the Times need 
not hope that the "leaders of English journalism 
will resolutely set their faces" against a Sunday 
morning paper. He had better begin his mis
sionary work to prevent the desecration of Sun
day with the English journals.-San Diego Un
ion £mel Daily Bee, J.l1ay 15, 1889. 

That Religious Sabbath. 

IT is officially announced that "Rev. 'Vilbur 
F. Crafts, field secretary of the American Sab
bath Union, is planning to visit every State and 
Territory (except some of those recently visited) 
before the end of the year, to promote the observ
ance of both the religioi1s and the civil Sabbath, 
b:Y sermons, lectures, and especially by organizing 
State and county and city Sabbath associations, 
or preparing the way for such orgaHizations." 

This should put an end to the oft-repeated uec
laration of the Reformers that all they want is a 
civil Sabbath. ·Here is the open official an
nouncement that the field secretary will visit all 
parts of the country to "promote the observance " 
of the religio1~8 Sabbath· also. It also appears 
that they have not given up the idea ofpromoting 
their ideal Sabbath. When the Sunday-Rest bill 
was first introduced, it was a bill to "promote" 
the observance of the first day of the week as a 
day of religious worship; but the promoters had 
that word changed to "protect," for the purpose 
of blinding those who might think that to pro
mote would imply aggressive action. The official 
announcement proves what· we said at the time, 
that the intent of the measure, and its effect if 
passed, would not be mitigated in the least by 
that verbal change. 
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·IMPORTANT matter pertaining to the Kings 
County (N. Y.) Sabbath Association, and also to 
the Missouri Sabbath Observance Convention, is 
unavoidably crowded out of this issue. Further 
reference to t~ proceedings of these bodies will 
appear in succeeding numbers. 

THE Kings County Sunday Association, New 
York, says: "From the ranks of the idlers the 
criminal classes are recruited." This is true; 
it cannot be disputed for a moment; but that as
sociation exists for the sole purpose of securing 
the enactment of laws enforcing idleness regularly 
one whole . day out of every week in the year. 
Now put this· and that together: The Sunday 
Association proposes by law to enforce idleness. 
" From the ranks of the idlers the criminal classes 
are recruited." Therefore, the Sunday Associa
tion multiplies recruits for the criminal classes. 
" ~et them escape the logic if they can. 

THE persistence of the advocates of a religious 
amendment to the Constitution is manifested in 
the fact that the field secretary of the National 
Reform Association expects to visit every State 
and Territory before the end of the year. His 
object in making this tour is to organize State, 
county, and city Sunday associations, and thus pre
pare the public mind for a vigorous app\lal to 
Congress in behalf of a National Sunday law. 
Will the opponents of such legislation take steps 
to offset his nefarious world or will they let their 
liberties go by default? If you wish to be forti
fied against his inconsistent fulminations, subscribe 
for the AMERICAN SENTINEL, which is 'strictly 
devoted to the defense of our American institu
tions, and the work of exposing the vagaries of 
National Reform. 

IN one of the late issues of the Christian Cyno
sure, of Chicago, it refers to the AMERICAN 
SENTiNEL as "a small paper 'Yhose special ob
ject is to antagonize the National Reform Associ
tion and every effort to secure the sanctity of the 
Sabbath-day." 

To the first part of this statement we yield an 
unqualified assent. Inasmuch as the National 
Reform Association is seeking to debase religion 
by bringing it down on a level with common pol
itics, we do antagonize it. We are glad the Cyno
sure at last begins to recognize the fact. If such 
an unholy alliance is to be formed, and if the so
called church of God is determined to prostitute 
herself to the service of the world in return for 
the paltry power she hopes to receive thereby, we 
want it distinctly understood that she can find no 
encouragement to such a course in the columns 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. Not that we are 
opposed to religion ; far from it; our position is 
from a religious standpoint, but because we know 
from the past workings of such exp{}riments that 
the inevitable result is always detrimental to the 
best interests of both Church and State. Relig-

ion and politics never yet made a· successful mixt
ure, and it is because we desire to see this glori
ous republic continue its administration under 
the pure principles of true liberty and justice to 
all its citizens that we antagonize National Re
form. And as long as the Nation-al Reform 
Association is opposed to these principles, as the 
published sentiments of its leaders show it to be, 
just so long we shall endeavor to antagonize it. 

And if by the efforts ,,-to secure the sanctity of 
the'Sabbath-day," the Cynosure means the wicked 
scheme of the National Reformers to coerce the 
consciences of men and compel them by power of 
civil law to regard Sunday as _a sacred institution, 
and to refrain from labor on that day whether_ 
they believe in it or not, then we want to say that 
it is the object of the AMERICAN SENTINEL to 
antagonize just such work as that. And our an
tagonism would. be just as radical if such an. eff<>rt 
were made by any other body, or concerning any 
other day. 'Ve are opposed to all such work, be
cause it is wrong, and only wrong, first, last, and 
all the time. 

REv. W. F; CRAFTS, in criticising Christians 
who oppose the National Reform movement, says: 
"It is a strange thing that men professing the 
name of Christ can see themselves mixing in 
with liquor dealers." But he is. willing to unite 
with the Catholics, as a body, and everyone 
knows that saloon keeping and liquor selling gen
erally is a common business among the adherents 
of that church. When his party counted · Car
dinal Gibbons's name as good for 7,200,000 Cath
olics, thpy knew very well that thousands upon 
thousands in that combination were liquor deal
ers. And when the American Sabbath Union 
was formed, Mr. Crafts being an active leader in 
the association, it was claimed to be a movement 
in which "Christians and infidels, saints and sin
ners" could unite for the promotion of Sabbath 
reform. 

THE tender, loving spirit which actuates some 
of our National Reform friends is well exempli
fied in the following from Fire and Hammer, a 
so-called religious paper published in Los Ange
les, this State:-

"We have received a circular from the American 
Sentinel Publishing Company, Oakland, Cal., wishing 
us to use our influence to break down the Christian Sab
bath, and to prevent the passage of the national law 
against secular work, and• turning our Christian Sab
bath into the infidel continental Sabbath of France, 
with no definite time set apart for the learning about 

_God or morals. Our private opinion of the SENTINEL 
-and its sentjments is, that it is one of the most dam
nable sheets ever published. . . . 

" We take notice of your circular, Mr. SENTINEL, by 
these few well-considered-for-years sentiments; and 
hereby set our hand and seal, that we consider your 
form ·of infidelity to be one of the worst, if not the 
wors~thitt the devil has hatched out in sulphurdom 
for centuries. 'There is not an infidel or saloon keeper 
in the land but hug8 your delusion of devils as Saian 
will you except you repent." 

'V e are sorry to soil the columns of the A MElt
lOAN SENTINEL with language of this kind, but 
it seems necessary in order to give our read
ers a proper idea of the true spirit of National 
Reform. "Michael the Archangel, when con-· 
tending with the devil he disputed about the 
body of Moses, durst not bring against him a rail
ing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee ; " 
but this professed Christian editor does not stop 
short of profanity in the railing accusation which 
he briiJgs. against us, simply because we insist that 
the State has no rignt to pass laws requiring tJte 
observance of a religious institution. 

'Ve do not know what- the Fire and Hammer 
means by saying that "it has received a circular 
from the American Sentinel Publishing Com
pany." In the first place, there is no such pub
lishing company; and in the second place, no such 
circular as described has ever been sent out by any
one connected with this office, nor byanyone else 
to our knowledge. We suppose that the venom of 
the editor has got the better of his desire, if he has 
any, to tell the truth. It matters not to us what 
his private opinion is of the SENTINEL nor of its 
sentiments. Nor are we to blame if there are 
saloon keepers in the land with a sufficient sense 
of justice to appreciate the arguments which we 
use. We have certmnly never said anything in 
the SENTINEL that we do not believe is perfectly 
consistent with true Christianity, and here we 
shall continue to stand ; we cannot do otherwise. 

THE theological attainments of Mr. Elliott F. 
·Shepard, president of the American Sunday-law 
Union, are not by any means limited to the Sun
day question. It takes in such profound ques
tions as the celebration of Easter, the reasons for 
it, the meaning of it, etc. For instance, his 
paper of April 20, in an editorial on Easter 
Sunday, says :-

"What is the particular event which Easter Sunday 
is supposed to commemorate? It is this-nothing 
more, nothing less-that on this particular day, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine years ago, 
Jesus Christ, after having been crucified and having· 
lain in the grave for three days, rose triumphant from 
the dead." 

One thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine · 
years ago! Hardly. Jesus Christ was only 
about four years old . at that time.. He was not 
crucified when he was four years old, and did not 
have a chance to rise from the dead 1889 ·years 
ago. 

The sum of this whole matter is this-" noth
ing more, nothing less,"-either Mr. Shepard had 
better take to studying his Bible, or else quit 
writing or speaking on any Bible subject. 

"National Reform" vs. the Bible. 

WHAT "REFORMERS" SAY, 
" Christ shall be this 

world's king." • 
"'Vhat we want is law, 

and we will have it too." 
" Our methods to secure 
it arel agitation, the ballot, 
and, .tast, the bullet." 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS, 
"My kingdom is not of· 

this world." John 18; 36. 
" If my kingdom were 

of this world, then would 
my servants fight."-lb. 

"The kingdom of Christ "A certain nobleman 
must enter the realm of went into a far countr11 to 
law through the gateway receive for himself a king
of politics." dom, and to return." Luke 

19:12. 
"Our remedy for all "Then said Jesus unto 

these malific influences is him, Put up again thy 
to have the Government sword into his place ; for 
simply set 'up the moral all they that take the 
law, recognize God's au- sword shall perish with 
thority behind it, and lay the sword." Matt. 26:52. 
its hands on any religion 
that does not conform to J. A. 0PPEY. 
it." . 

Now is the time to renew your subscription to this 
paper. Look at the date on the address label, or wrap
per, of your SENTINEL this week. 
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IF the National Reform party expects to suc
ceed in its overtures for Roman Catholic coalition 
it will have to muzzle its Christian Oynosure ally. 
That journal persists i~ pouring hot shot into 
the Catholic ranks, while its fellow reform sch('m
ers are confessedly convinced that "the time has 
come to make repeated advances" toward Rome, 
and "gladly to accept co-operation in any form 
in which they[the Catholics] may be willing to 
exhibit it." 

THE ·Missouri National Reform Convention, 
recently held ;:tt Sedalia, did not come up to the 
expectations of its friends in point of attendance. 
'Ve are told by one who was present that a pro
gram had been circulated extensively throughout 
the State, announcing several leading ministers 
of the State to deliver addresses before the con
vention, only about one-half of whom were pres
ent. Arrangements had been made to hold the 
evening sessions in three churches in the city, 
but the Cumberland Presbyterial} Church proved 
ample for the accommodation of the whole. 

IN a recent debate in Parliament on a bill to 
disestablish the State Church in Wales, and thus 
no longer compel people to support churches and 
church service in which they do not believe, one 
of the speakers said :-

"Religion needs the force of law to compel people 
to. believe and obey. In America people are running 
wild for want of it." ... 

All we can say.on this is that it must be a 
poor kind of religion which can command at
tention and obedience only through the "force of 
law." How much real piety would there be in 
such obedience as this ?-None whatever. Who 
would be glorified by it ?-Not God surely, for 
he desires willing service. Any other kind is 
not acceptable to him. Possibly those zealots who 
voted down the bill above referred to thought they 
were conferring honor upon God by enforcing so
called religion upon the people, but we doubt it. 
All such work as this is done by men for the pur
pose of honoring and glorifying themselves more 
than anything else. And we would remark in 
regard to people running wild in America for 
want of such religion as this, the N ationa1 Re
formers seem to be almost running wild to get 
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such religion as this recognized by our Govern
ment, but this is all the "wildness" we have 
noticed in this direction. And we hope it will 
be a long time before good citizens will become so 
forgetful of the principles of true government as 
to join hands with them. 

Editor Shepard and the Baptist 
Clergymen. 

ON the 22d of April, Mr. Shepard, editor of 
the New York Mail and Express, and president 
of the American Sabbath Union, addressed the 
Baptist Ministerial Association of Philadelphia 
upon the subject of "The Observance of the Sab
bath." The Philadelphia Bulletin of that date 
gives a brief notice of his address, from which we 
clip the following:-

"He spoke without notes, and began by saying that 
it was owing to his Baptist grandmother that he was 
not known as Jack Shepard, and. that when he goes 
to the city of brotherly love he always remembers 
that his mother is a Quaker ; and continuing said it 
would be affectation to think that he could say any
thing new to an assembly of Baptist clergymen. The 
blessing in the book of Genesis is not for a seventh 
day but for the Sabbath. We should take the spirit 
of the commandment, and take one-seventh part of 
time and devote it to God. A?, the majority of Chris
tians have taken the first day of the week it is better 
that we too should observe it." 

It would indeed seem to be affectation for Mr. 
Shepard to think he could instruct an assembly 
of Baptist clergymen. On first thought we should 
call it presumption, or great sel:f..conceit; but in
asmuch as the Baptist clergymen listened quietly 
to his instruction, doubtless they thought it profit
able. Whether it was presumption or not, it is 
certainly strange that an editor of a secular news
paper should be able to instruct a party of Bap
tist clergymen in theology. It either speaks a 
great deal for the editor or very little for the 
clergymen. 

When we read his statement that the blessing 
in the book of Genesis is not for the seventh day, 
but for the Sabbath, we are fully assured · that 
even if he could not say anything new to the as
sembly of Baptist clergymen, he could say some
thing that was not true. Doubtless Mr. Shepard 
has read in the book of Genesis the account of 
the blessing to which he referred. If he had, 
then he must have known that what he said was 
not true. We will quote it: "And God blessed 
the seventh day, and sanctified it; because that 
in it he had rested from all his work which God 
created and made." Gen. 2: 3. Mr. Shepard 
says that the blessing was not for the seventh day. 
The Scripture says that the blessing was for the 
seventh de,y. Moreover, the pronouns in the verse 
refer to the definite day, the seventh day, the day 
in which God rested. By no possible construc
tion could it be made to appear that this blessing 
is for the Sabbath institution and not for a defi-
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nite day. The preceding verse" says that God 
rested on the seventh day from all his work which 
he had made. Now the day was not the Sabbath 
until God had rested, because Sabbath means 
rest. It was his resting on that day that made 
it a Sabbath. It was his blessing it and his hal
lowing it that made it the holy Sabbath. But it 
was the seventh day in which he rested; and he 
blessed it---:the seventh day-and sanctified it
the seventh day-because that in it he had rested. 
Will Mr. Shepard say that God did not rest on 
the seventh day, but only on the Sabbath? He 
cannot without denying the plainest declaration 
of Scripture; but the statement that God rested 
on the seventh day is no plainer than the state
ment that he blessed that day. 

Mr. Shepard says that we should take the 
spirit of the commandment, and take one-seventh 
part of time and devote it to God. Now it is 
susceptible of the clearest proof that the spirit of 
the commandment, as well as the letter, has no 
reference to simply one-seventh part of time, but 
to a definite seventh day. But we will let that 
pass, and take Mr. Shepard's version of the com
mandment, namely, that it requires one-seventli 
part of time, leaving the specific day to the 
choice of the individual. In a speech made by· 
Mr. Shepard at the National Sunday Convention, 
last December, he implied that they intended to 
re-enact the fourth commandment. In speeches 
since that time, and in articles, he and other 
leaders in the Sunday-law movement have claimed 
that they wanted the law in harmony with the 
fourth command1!lent. Now if he really be.lieves 
that the spirit of the commandment requires sim
ply one-seventh part of man's time, and does not 
specify the particular day, why does he labor so 
zealously for a law to compel people to keep one 
particular day of the week-the first day? Does 
he not by his own statement convict himself of 
laboring for something that is contrary to the 
Bible?-He certainly does. He claims that he 
wants this Government to be Christian, to be in 
harmony with the Bible; and yet he is laboring 
to have it pass laws which are directly contrar.r 
to what he himself says the Bible teaches. We 
should be glad to see how he can absolve himself 
from the charge of gross inconsistency. 

Seventh-day Baptists and Seventh-day Advent
ists claim that the fourth ·commandment is very 
definite, and that by it the Lord requires the ob
servance of the seventh day of the week, arid no 
other. Mr. Shepard and many of his under-shep
herds deny this. They cannot make the claim 
for Sunday that seventh-day people do for Satur
day, because they well know that the fomth com
mandment makes no reference whatever to the 
first day of the week. In order, however, to 
make it appear that they ccmply with the fourth 
commandment, they adopt the theory that it calls 
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for the observance of simp1y a seventh part of 
time; but they ought to be able to see that such 
a theory does not help them any as against 
seventh-day observers. Saturday is one-seventh 
part of time just as much as Sunday is. There
fore, if they propose to legislate in harmony with 
the fourth commandment, and they say that that 
commandment requires simply the observance of 
a seventh part of time, without specifying which 
day, they stultify themselves whenever they at
tempt to enforce their definite Sunday law upon 
seventh-day people. • 

We have a stronger charge yet to bring against 
them. Out of their own mouth we will convict 
them of doing t~ very thing which the apostle 
Paul charges up_on the "man of sin" in 2 Thess. 
2:4. They say that God has not specified the 
exact day that is to be observed, but that he sim
ply requires an indefinite seventh part of time, and 
they propose to go beyond him and require all 
men to observe the same time, and they specify 
the :first day of the week. Now if they believe 

• the theory whi!)h they put forth concerning the 
commandment, then they are exalting themselves 
above God. They say that God left the com
mandment indefinite. Now if that is so he must 
have had a reason for it. What reason have 
they to say that his reason is not a good one? 
What right have they to attempt an improvement 
upon his commandment? They must stand con
victed of the grossest presumption. We would 
advise them not to meddle with the affairs of God, 
but to leave his commandment as he left it. 

"As the majority of Christians have taken 
the first day of the week, it is better that we all 
should observe it," says Mr. Shepard. Who are 
the "we" to whom he refers? He cannot include 
all creation in that word. He was speaking to a 
company who already observe the :first day of the 
week. Of course if they think it is better for 
them to observe the first day, they are at perfect 
liberty to do so. But that does not prove any
thing in regard to those who do not think it is 
better to observe the first day of the week. His 
theory of the fourth commandment ~eaves every
one to choose his own time, only so he is sure to, 
take a seventh ; and his statement that it is better 
to observe the first day because the majority of 
Christians observe that day, shows that he. does not 
pretel}d to have any authority f~r the observance 
of Sunday other than custom; and yet he pro
poses to fi>rce others to follow his custom, for which 
he acknowledges that he has no authority. What 
more than this is needed to show that this Sunday
law movement has its origin in selfish bigotry 
and the spirit of Papal assumption? E. J. w. 

Bad Logic. 

A CHICAGO clergyman preached a sermon re
cently on " Sunday Base-ball," from which we get 
the folio wing:--

"To play base-ball on Sunday leads to every sin 
under heaven. Did Daniel Webster play ball on 
Sunday? Did he read the Sunday newspapers? 
-No. He. staicl at home and read his Bible. 
Think of it! If Sunday base-ball had been 
played in Webster's time perhaps Webster would 
have been dragged into it. How that great man 
would have deteriorated if he had played base
ball. He would have sunk into oblivion." 

To which the Evening News makes the sub
joined reply:-

"We have no desire to defend the playing of 
base-ball on Sunday. It is a reprehensible prac-. . 

tice at best, and as practiced by the Kansas City 
nine it is disappointing as well. But somehow 
the method employed by this Chicago parson to 
demonstrate the impropriety of Sunday base-ball 
is not altogether satisfactory. We hate bad logic 
as much as the reverend gentleman abhors false 
doctrine, heresy, and schism, and with all due re
spect for the cloth, his argument smacks of bad 
logic. 

"Daniel Webster never playeq ball on Sunday, 
therefore base-ball on- Sunday is the acme of 
wickedness. Well, let's carry the argument to its 
logical conclusion. Webster never willingly paid 
his debts, therefore the paying of debts leads to 
evil. Webster had a prejudice against going to 
bed sober, ergo sobriety is the bane of human ex
istence." 

"Sunday a Day of Deviltry." 

SUNDAY evening, May 19, the Kings County 
Sunday Association held its seventh anniversary 
in Hanson Place M. E. Church, Brooklyn, 
New York. There were f:leveral addresses made, 
one by Mr. Elliott F. Shepard, president of the Na
tional Sunday Union. The annual report of the 
association, and Mr. Shepard's speech, are given 
in the Pearl of Days column of the New York 
Mail and Express, of May 24, 1889. The 
speeches furnish some very interesting matter, 
which we shall have occasion to notice at differ
ent times in the columns of the SENTINEL. One 
of the points is contained in the statement by 
the secretary of thf- Kings County Association, 
that in Queens County "Sunday is a day of 
deviltry." How can Sunday ever be anything 
else than a day of deviltry to those who are not 
religious, so long as they are compelled to be idle on 
that day? Satan finds something for idle hand;; 
to do, and when men are forced to be idle, they 
are going to fill up the time some way; and as 
they have not that regard for religion which will 
lead them to fill up the time with worship and 
devotional thought or exercises, it is inevitable 
that the time wiJl be filled with worldly things; 
and as the law will not allow them to work, nor 
to play harmless games, even though they be 
worldly, no result can follow but that the time 
will be filled with deviltry, because by this sys
tem they are thrown back upon themselves for re
sources with which to :fill the time, and from him
self no ungodly man can ever get anything but 
ungodliness, and ungodliness is deviltry. But 
this association, and the Sunday-law workers 
everywhere, propose to cure the deviltry by more 
stringent laws for the enforcement of idleness out 
of which the deviltry comes. 

Another statement in the same line was made, 
that "drunkenness and public disorder are alto
gether too common on Sunday." This is entirely 
true, and f~r the reason, as stated above, that on 
Sunday people are compelled to be idle. They 
are not allowed to work, they are not allowed to 
play, consequently drunkenness and public dis
order are the only outcome from those who have 
not the disposition to worship and make the day 
one of devotion. Then in the next sentence the 
association innocently inquires, "If open saloons 
and the Sunday liquor traffic do not cause them 
[drunkenness and public disorder] what do?" 
Well, that open saloons aud the Sunday liquor 
traffic do not cause them is certain, because there 
are open saloons and liquor traffic in full blast 
all the other days of the week, more than on 
Sunday, if there is any difference; and yet there 
is more drunkenness and public disorder on Sun-

day than on any other day of the week. These are 
facts admitted by Sunday-law workers themselves. 
Therefore, the increased amount of drunkenness 
and disorder on Sunday is not because of the 
open saloons, but because of the idleness. To 
put it somewhat in the form of a syllogism, it 
would · be about as follows : More saloons are 
open every other day of the week, when men are 
allowed to work, than on Sunday. There is 
more drunkenness on Sunday, when men are 
compelled to be idle, than on any other day of 
the week. , Therefore, the increased amount of 
drunkenness, and disorder on Sunday is due to 
the fact that more people are idle on that day 
than on any other. 

The Sunday-law makers can never escape this 
logical conclusion from their own premises. They 
propose to escape it by shutting the saloons al
together on Sunday; but that will not help the 
matter a particle, because those who want to 
drink will buy their whisky Saturday night and 
drink it on Sunday. There is another piece of 
unfairness that comes in right here, illustrated by 
an actual. occurrence. In a certain town where 
the saloons were shut on Sunday only, a woman 
whose husband was given to drink stated that 
her lot was actually worse than when the saloons 
were open on Sunday; for when the saloon was 
open on Sunday he would get drunk at the sa
loori, and the saloon keeper and his other com
panions had to care for him till he got sober; but 
when the saloons were closed on Sunday, then he 
would bring the whisky home on Saturday 
night, get drunk on Sunday, and she had to take 
care of him till he got sober. This point is worth 
considering by the would-be Sunday prohibition
ists. 

Others again propose to cure the evil by a Sat
urday half holiday; that is, by enforcing idleness 
an extra half day. Is this so as to give those 
who drink ample time to get drunk and sober 
up in time for their Sunday worship? The whole 
system of Sunday laws, that is, of enforced idle-
ness, is only one of iniquity. A. T. J. 

Mr. Crafts Still against Facts. 

THE .lJfissionary Weekly of May 9, published 
in Richmowl, V a., contains a labored article 
from Wilbur F. Crafts, in which' he says:-

" Let it be understood once for all by your readers 
that neitheT SenatOT Blair nor the petitioners referred 
to are seeking to compel' anyone to be religious' 
The petitioners are simply asking for a supplement 
to fue State Sunday laws to give Sunday rest, like 
that which most of us enjoy through State legislation, 
to those who are under the exclusive jurisdiction of 
Congress. 

"The Constitution proteds the President in his 
right to Sunday rest by giving him ten days, ex
clusive of Sunday, to conBider the bills sent to him 
for approval. The Sunday-Rest Jaw simply calls for 
the extension of this presidential monopoly to all who 
are under the control of the general Government in 
this matter." ' 

Of course all who are acquainted with the 
factfl in the case will know that in writing thus 
Mr. Crafts has (to put it mildly) not stated the 
matter fairly. That which he and his co-labor
ers are seeking to accomplish must be determined, 
not by what they say but by what they do. The 
SBNTINEL has several times published the Sun
day-Rest bill introduced by .Senator Blair and 
indorsed by Mr. Crafts and the American Sab. 
bath Union, and all who have read it know 
full well that wheu anyone says that its only 
object was to secure to Government employes 
the right to rest on Stmday he does uot state 
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the truth. .As reported in the Lutheran Ob
Berl!er of Dece1nber 21, 1888, Mr. Cra:!Ats ·him
se!f said of the Blair bill: "The bill which bas 
been introduced makes Sunday the ideal Sabbath 
of the Puritans, ! hich day shall be occupied only 
by worship;" a'ad everybody who l~as read that 
bill knows that it was defrigned to stop all Sun
day labor and business, works of "necessity and 
hu_manity" only excepted, ~n all places subject to 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States,· 
no matter by whom that labor might be per
formed. Under that bill, had it become a law, a 
private citizen could have been fined for digging 
potatoes, mending a wagon brake, plowing a field, 
or painting a church on Sunday, just as men have 
been fined under similar laws in some of the 
States, notably in Arkansas. And nobody knows 
this any better than does the field secretary of 
the so-called American Sabbath Union. It does 
seem that while professing so much regard for the 
hi.w of God; and especially for the fourth com
mandment, Mr. Crafts should not entirely over
look the ninth precept of the decalogue. 

The "Voice" of Church and State. 

NoT long since the AMERICAN SENTINEL said 
this: " Let everybody be assured that work done 
for party prohibition is work done to promote 
the union of Church and State, and to bind the 
citizens of the United States in a worse slavery 
than was ever suffered by the negroes. We can
not any longer in good conscience call the third 
party the Prohibi.!lon party, for temperance is 
by no means its main issue." 

Upon which the New York Voice, the leading 
Prohib. ionist paper of this country, said this:-

" There is an air of delightful indefiniteness about 
this cha:rge. It seems from the context that an un
known ' Prohibition politician' 8Uded into a room 
where the editor of the AI>mRICAN SENTINEL and others 
were, made the statement that Church and State 
meant Prohibition, and left as mysteriously as he 
enter.e.d,.and .the conclusion is what we have quoted 
above. 

" Such accm!aUons are childish. The utterances of 
the party in its platform in any way bearing on this 
subject are :-

" 1. 'Acknowledging Almighty God as the source of 
all power in Government;' and, 

"2. ' Declaring for the preservation and defense of 
the Sabbath as a civil institution, without. oppressing 
:any who religiously observe the same on any other 
than the first day of the week.' 

"The iirst can be subscribed to by any person who 
. believes that there is a God, and the second by any 
]person who has ordinary common sense. We never 
lheard of a prominent Prohibitionist who favored the 
union of Church and State.'' 

And in reply we say this: Take the last state
ment first. The Voice says it has " never heard 
oQf a prominent Prohibitionist who favored the 
union of Church and State." Now Mr. Sam 
Small is a· prominent Prohibitionist ; one of the 
most prominent of Prohibitionists, in fact. He 
was ·secretary of the National Prohibition Con
vention of 1888, and he publicly declared this 
in Kansas City, in January of that year:-

"I want to see the day come when the church 
shall be the arbiter of all legislation, State, national, 
and municipal; when tho great churches of tho coun
try can come together harmoniously and issue their 
edict, and the legislative powers will respect it and 
enact it into laws.'' 

If that would not be a union of Church and 
· State will the Voice please tell us what would be? 
If that would not be a union of Church and 
State then there never has been and never can 

, be any such thing as a union of Church and 

State. Such a thing as that, therefore, being a 
union of Church and State, and· Mr. Sam Small 
being a prominent Prohibitionist, it is proved 
that there is at least one prominent Prohibitionist 
who favors a union of Church and State. 
. Further we take it tl1at the Prohibition party 
of the State of California is rather a " prominent 
Prohibitionist." And when in the State con
vention of 1887 a speaker showed opposition to 
a union of Church and State he was yelled and 
hissed down. This is a second "prominent Pro
hibitionist" that favors a union of Church and 
State. And we can honestly infor~ the Voice 
that there are thousands more of them in the 
Prohibition party; and that, as a matter of fact, 
the Prohibition party at present exists for scarcely 
any other purpose than the inculcation of Church 
and State principles. 

Vv e need not go beyond the above extract from 
the Voice to prove that it itself advocates Church 
and State principles. It gives two planks of the 
Prohibition party platform as having a bearing 
on the subject;. and the second of these declares 
"for the preservation and defense of the Sab
bath as a civil institution without oppressing any 
who religiously observe the same on any other 
than the first day of the week." 

Now if it is with civil institutions, and civil 
things, -only in a civil way, that the Prohibition 
party has to do, why then does that party by 
its national declaration demand the religious ob
servance of a day. It proposes to refrain from 
oppressing only those who religiously observe the 
Sabbath on any other than the first day of the 
week. That plainly argues that the Prohibition 
party does not hold itself under obligation to re
frain from oppressing those who do not religiously 
observe the Sabbath on any day. This plainly 
shows that the Prohibition party declares tor the 
enforcement of religious observances.· The en
forcing of religious observances by the civil 
power is nothing else than a union of Church 
and State. Therefore the National Prohibition 
party itself, by its own declaration, favors a 
union of Church and State. 

As for us, we forever deny the right of the 
Prohibiti"on party, or any other, to oppress any
body, whether he religiously observes the Sab-
bath or not. A. T. J. 

How It Disturbs Them. 

THE Kings County Sunday Association of 
New York declares that "the delivery of ice
cream after ten o'clock Sunday morning has 
proven a source of annoyance to many sections of 
the city, and has disturbed public worship in 
many of our churches." It is really too bad 
that worship in the churches should be disturbed 
by such an iniquitous traffic as ice-cream dealing .. 
Why do not the churches prosecute these men for 
disturbing their worship? New York has a law 
making it an offense against the public peace to 
disturb religious worship. Perhaps our question 
will be answered by. studying the case a little 
further. It is of interest to know, and a proper 
subject of inquiry, just how it is that this disturb
ance in the churches is caused. We have the 
answer in full in the same paragraph in which 
the other statement is found. It is as follows:~ . 

" vVe regret to state that many church people ab
solutely ignore their duty in these premises, by re
quiring ice-cream to be delivered to them for their 
Sunday dinner. It is safe to say that many profess
edly Christian people require ice-cream dealers to 
keep their places of business open, and scores o' em
ployes to do work on Sunday, contrary to law, be-

sides requiring the services of horses and waaons 
merely to gratify a selfish appetite and serve ~nf'r~ 
personal gratification." 

That explains how the worship is disturbed by 
the ice-cream Jealers. The church-members 
must have their ice-cream for dinner. The deal
ers, therefore, are compelled to traverse the 
streets about ehurch~time; and so worship in the 
church is grievously disturbed by the iniquitous 
traffic of the ungodly ice-cream dealers. 

This fully explains ·why it is that these ice
cream dealers are not prosecuted for the disturb
ance of worship. The church-members insist on 
having their ice-cream for dinner, the dealers 
have to deliver it in time, and a prosecution in 
such a case for disturbance of worship, wouldn't 
wear a very good face in any court of j~tstice. 
Consequently, under cover of the complaint of 
disturbance of worship, the church managers de
maud laws of the State by which they can pro
hibit the ice-cream traffic on Sundav, and thus 
secure the enforcement of church di~cipline-·by 
which, in other words, they can compel the 
church-members not to create a disturbance of 
their own worship by getting ice-cream for their 
dinner! 

The Missouri Sabbath Association. 

THEY have organized an auxiliary to the 
American Sabbath Union in Missouri. It is 
styled the "Missouri Sabbath Association." The 
organization was effected at the Sabbath Observ
ance Convention recently held at Sedalia. Arti
cle 1 of the constitution says: "The object of 
this association shall be to preserve the Christian 
Sabbath, or Lord's day, as a day of rest and 
worship." 

Of course the usual asseverations wer~ made 
in the convention that it was not a religious but 
a civil Sabbath that is sought; but they could 
not forego the declaration that it is to be a day 
of worship. Notwithstanding their stereotyped 
claims to the contrary, this design always comes 
to the surface in every move the National Re
formers make. The fact is, that is the main 
point, and their small sheep-skin is far too short 
at both'ends to cover so large a wolf. 

The hostility of the convention to civil and re-
. ligious liberty was manifested when a gentleman 
(Elder R. C. Porter), who had been invited to 
participate in the proceedings, offered the follow
ing resolution :-

WHEREAS, The principle of equality of rights as set 
forth in the Declaration of I11dependence, and incor
porated in the Constitution of the United States, by 
securing to all citizens equal protection of the laws 
and as is expreseed by our Saviour in the golden rule' 
is the only true principle of civil and religious lib~ 
erty; and, 

WHEREAs, The rights of conscience of a minority 
are as sacred as those of the majority, and should be 
equally respected; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the object of this association 
that the principle of equality of rights, both civil 
and religious, guaranteed to all citizens by our Con
stitution as it now stands, should be maintained. 
and that we will strenuously oppose any moven1.ent 
that will endanger the rights of conscience of any 
citizen, or deprive them of equal protection of the 
laws of the State of Missouri or of the United States. 

It was moved by the author, and seconded by 
Elder D. S. Donnell, that this resolution be sub
stituted for article 1 of the constitution, quoted 
above. 

Rev. W. D. Gray, secretary of the conven
tion, then said: "Mr. Chairman, I move you 
that the resolution be laid on the table." The 
motion was carried. 
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. The Chairman-" Now, Brother Porter, what 
do you want done with this paper? Do you want 
this made a part of the records of this conven
tion?" . 

Elder 'Porter-" I would leave that to the 
pleasure of the convention." 

The Chairman-"But I want to know your 
wish." 

Elder Porter-" I would prefer to have it 
made a part of the records of the convention." 

A Member-"Mr. President, I think it ought 
to be recognized as having been introduced and 
acted upon." 

The Chairman-" If there are no objections, 
this is-" 

Mr. Stephens---" I wonld like to inquire if it 
is customary to record the papers that are lost 
and tabled." 

The Chairman-" We have not adopted any 
set rules for our government." 

B. F. Boller-" It don't signify that this is 
lost by simply tabling it; it can be taken from 

, the table at any time of the convention. And it 
cannot be left out of the record of the proceed
ings without a vote of the convention." 

Mr. Stephens-" My remark before was !!lis
understood by Mr. Boller. Is it customary to 
record any paper to show that such a paper was 
presented by such a· party, and. tabled; the pa
per, of course, kept on file? " 

The Chairman-" Well, that was what I was 
getting at; and it is the decision of the chair that 
this paper, as it is written, shall be a part of the 
records of the convention, and that this paper 
was offered by Brother Porter, and was laid on 
the table." 

Rev. J. A. Mortow-" I do not think it wo~ld 
be di3eourtesy to ask the privilege to return this 
paper to the parties. It is certainly known to 
thE-m that this movement is directly, positively, 
and explicitly in opposition to the whole thing. 
And I would move you that we return it to the 
parties." 

The Chairman-"And that the paper be not 
made a pa:t of the record of the convention?" 

Mr. lYiorrow-" Yes, sir." 
Elder Porter-" I would like to ask this ques

tiOn. I do not know as I get the idea of the 
gentleman correctly, in making the motion to re- . 
turn this paper. Does he mean to say that he is 
oppo:;ed to the expression of equality of rights 
and the principles of the Christian religion as set 
forth in this resolution? Is that the idea of the 
gentleman in making the motion? " 

Rev. T. H. Tatlow_:._" I think, Mr. Chairman, 
there is a confusion of ideas, and that there is a 
mistake on the part of Brother Porter in present
ing this. The Sabbath was made for man; so is 
civilgovernment made for man-" 
· W. D. Grwy-" I rise to a point of order." 

The q hairman-'! I think I shall be able to 
maintain order in the convention." 

Mr. Tatlow-"And the civil ruler is God's 
minister to man fur good. The Sabbath has two 
sides, and these two sides are the reli~ious side 
and the secular side. It is not an interference 
with the equality of rights." 

llfr. Morrow-" The one who made the motion 
to refer the resolution back to the author, replied 
to the question of Brether Porter as follows: 
•As long as the resolution lies on the table it 
may be called up at any time.' AP.d the thought 
has occurred to my mind that this would be the· 
only safe course for the convention to pursue 
and not really be discourteous to anybody. That 

motion, by the words of the parties, by the ob
ject and aim as they have explicitly and most 
publicly and persistently made known in this 
convention, is directly opposed to the object of 
this movement. And I do not think that any
one can be imposed upon by it. I am in favor 
of free speeches in this convention all the way 
through, but I am not in favor of allowing this 
resolution to lie on the table, liable to be brought 
qp at any time." 

The motion of Mr. Morrow was then seconded, 
and the chairman then said, " The motion is to 
return this paper to the author." The motion 
prevailed with almost a unanimous vote. 

That such an association would adopt that res
olution as section 1 of its constitution, could not 
have been expected ; but the utter rejection of it 
as being "directly, positively, and explicitly" op
posed to the work of the association, and the al
most unanimous refusal even to table it, lest it 
should be brought up at some other time, shows 
the un-American character of the whole move
ment. That such a body should aid in the con
struction of even an "American Sabbath" is sur
prising. 

The Influence of Romanism. 

THE title of a recent article by Rev. Make
piece Trueworthy, D. D., of Washington,' D. C., 
published in the Occident of May 29, is, "Rome 
on the Tiber and Washington on the Potomac," 
in which he gives some alarming facts relative to 
the influence of Romanism in this country, and 
especially in the capital city. He says:-

" Within twenty-four hours after the confirmation 
of President Harrison's cabinet a cablegram was made 
public to the effect that the Pope was satisfied with 
the Cabinet, and that information had been given the 
Vatican that under Harrison's administration there
lations between the United States and the Holy See 
would be of the most cordial character." 

Then, commenting on this fact, Mr. Trueworthy 
further says:-

"We fail to see what a-change of the national ad
ministration in America has to do with any opinion, 
favorable or otherwise, with the Pope, except it be 
that that functionary, true to his canon law, considers 
the Catholic Church a political organization." 

We also fail to see what difference it ought to 
make. W ~ believe it always has been true that 
the Church of Rome has been granted absolute 
liberty in this country; this is admitted by Ro
manists themselves, and was so stated by Cardinal 
Gibbons when in Rome only a year or two since; 
and that certainly is all that the Catholic Church, 
or any other church, has a right to ask of this or 
any other administration. Why the Pope should 
be assured so promptly that the present adminis
tration would be friendly to Rome, is more than 
we can conceive. Has there ever been an ad
ministration in this country unfriendly to the 
Church of Rome? And why should such an 
assurance be given to Rome more than to any 
other church? We certainly th)nk that any 
administration giving such a pledge is guilty ·Of a 
great mistake. 

No church should be recognized by this Gov
ernment as such. It is enough that the Consti
tution and laws be administered as they now 
stand. Perhaps the giving of this guarantee was 
no worse, however, nor more at variangr with the 
spirit of our institutions, than was the action of 
the last administration in sending a revenue cutter 
to meet the Papal dignitaries sent from Rome to 
invest Cardinal Gibbons with the insignia of his 
offi~ as prince of the Roman llierarchy. But 

be this as it may, they both show a dangerous 
drift in this Govemment. We do not imagine, 
however, that either President Cleveland or Pres
ident Harrison personally feels so exceedingly 
friendly toward Rome. Their courtesy is due 
rather to the force of circumstances. Perhaps 
our meaning will be . better understood by the 
following fact, as set forth in the article above 
referred to :-

"The Boston Committee of One Hundred sent three 
careful men to this city upon an important mission. 
With bated breath they reported a discovery. That 
reported discovery has been discovered to be true. 
They reported that in this city no item of news rela
tive to Catholic interests is put onto the wire by the 
associated press without first being submitted to a 
Roman Catholic official for inspection." 

This is certainly significant, and when we come 
to consider the fact that what is true of wash
ington in this respect is probably true of most 
other cities in the land, in fact, of the whole busi
ness of the associated press, we can easily see that 
no administration can afford, from a political 
standpoint, to antagonize the Church of Rome, or 
even to be indifferent to the powerful influence 
wh~ch it exerts in American politics. There can 
scarcely be a doubt that it was the Catholic vote 
which defeated Mr. Blaine four years ago last fall, 
and it is probably true that no man could be 
elected President who should in any way antago
nize the interests of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Mr. Trueworthy says that he thinks "there 
are symptoms of a change which will be a com• 
pliment to the manly independence of our offi
cials." But certainly the facts which he states 
do not give any good ground for much hope in 
that direction. Continuing, he says:-

" In the recent past there were thousands of de
partment clerks who understood that their retention 
in office depended upon a Catholic tithing system. 
They know that priestly pressure could remove them 
at any time. In one of the departments there always 
appeared, upon the first and fifteenth of each month, 
the female agents of the Roman hierarchy to collect 
money from the clerks. They went from room to 
room, but a few brave men denounced this, and now 
they may be found at the outer door, and hundreda 
who are not Catholics find it to their interest to feed 
the spacious man of Rome. A lady department clerk 
told me a year ago the history of her political service, 
during which service she had monthly paid the Cath
olic Chureh a tax upon her privilege to work for the 
Government, and when she offended a priest she lost 
her position. Some who refuse to contribute monthly 
to that church, at the doors of Government buildings, 
find their names sent to the heads of departments, 
and that means dismissal. From my west window, 
which opens towards the Potomac, my eye falls upon 
the flag which waves from the top of one of the lead
ing Government bureaus. It is well established that 
clerks go and come at that bureau at the bidding of a 
priest. 

"During the first weeks of the present administra
tion a priest attached to one of the leading Catholic 
Churches of the city hung day after day about the 
White House, for the purpose of personally soliciting 
an appointment, which was clearly seen tO have been 
in the interest of a Catholic political measure. 

" All of the hospitals, except one, in the District of 
Columbia, are under Catholic management. They 
were established by congressional action, and by the 
appropriation of the money of the people of the 
United States." 

Contemplating this influence, we are led to 
ask, If they, !io such things in a green tree, what 
will they not do ;~11 a dry? And what may we 
not expect to see should the National Reform 
program be carried out, and the Constitution 
amended something after the fashion proposed by 
Senator Blair? Disguise the fact as we may, all 

. Protestant churches combined have not as much 
political influence in the United States to-day as 



THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 181 

i.s exercised by the Church of Rome, not because 
.Rome outnumbers the Protestants, but because of 

. its perfect organization. Protestants are divided 
between the several parties, and it is practically 
impossible to unite them in any one party, but 
the Catholic vote can be given almost solid for 
one party or the other, as the interests of the 
church may demand. It is because of this fact 
that Rome is. a standing menace to our free insti
tutions. 

With the exception, perhaps, of the Mormon 
Church, which, however, is so small that it cuts 
no figure in national politics, no other single 
church is so well organized, and at the same time 
no other church presents the same religio-political 

. phase as does the Roman Catholic. As a gen
eral rule, Protestants owe their h!ghest political 
allegiance to the Governnent, while Catholics 

·. owe their highest allegiance to the Pope of Ro~me, 
.'and are under the entire control of a corrupt and 

scheming priesthood. It is the boast of Catholics 
in many sections of our co~mtry that they have it 
in their power to defeat any man for office. It is 
also their' boast that they control the press, and it 
is undoubtedly their design to control the Govern
ment. This, of course, would be impossible were 
Protestants. united in,. opposing them, but with the 
National Reformers ready to make "repeated 
advances," even though they suffer "some re
buffs," and to compromise and yield point after 
point, in order to gain the co-operation of the 
.Catholic Church in securing Sunday laws, and 
other legislation of the same character, what may 
we not expect even in this country ? · 

Doing Evil That Good May Come. 

THE Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, D. D., a promi
nent worker in the cause of so-called National 
Reform, while referring some time since to the 
petitions which were being circulated for signa
tures against the religious legislation provided for 
by the now defunct Blair Sunday-Rest bill, took 
occasion. to remark that said petitions were so 

. worded as to give the "false impression" that the 
National Reformers were "asking for a law to 
promote the religious observance of' the Sabbath," 
whereas, he said, they "were seeking only protec
tion for Sunday rest and ,worship.", Inasmuch 
as religion is defined to be any "system of faith 
and worship," it follows, from the lucid explana
tion of Mr. Crafts, that the difference between 
the religious observance of the Sunday sabbath 
and what he and his c~reforrners are seeking, is 
about as great as the difference between tweedledee 
and tweedledum. 

As has been repeatedly sh<l'Nn, there is nothing 
false whatever in a single statement of the counter
petition.' It was designed to open the eyes of' the 
people, and their representatives in Congress, to 
the fact that religious legislation was being called 
for by National Reformers, and that if their plea 
was granted, grave danger menaced the republi
can institutions of this country. This point, how
ever, is seized upon by Mr. Crafts as being one 
whicq is designed to convey a "false impression." 
Were there the remotest probability that the 
reverend gentleman would- take it, the advice 
might be suggested that "those who live in gla~s 
houses should not throw sto.nes." ' It is improb
able, however, that anything by way of advice 
would have much effect upon him in this matter. 
A man who would deliberately make the state
.rqeut, f'rom.both pulpit and press, that a petition 
caning for' a National Sunday law had obtained 

14,000,000 signatures, when in point of fact only 
407 names were attached to it, would have suffi
cient self-assurance to do almost anything. He 
would, doubtless, even sanction the various su bter
fuges used to obtain the re-indorsement at different 
times and places of many of these individuals 
who were already numbered in the petition, and 
yet whose indorsements, made in many cases 
without their knowledge, were again and again 
counted as new names to the original petition. All 
these and other questionable measures were re
sorted to by Dr. Crafts and his associates. 
Some names were used as many as :five times, 
while thoi.1sands of' persons were represented as 
favoring the movement who in reality were di
rectly opposed to it, and had actually signJJd t1te 
counter petition. Such work as this should make 
the'National Reform Association feel that it has 
secured a craftsman who is in every way worthy 
of the work in which he is engaged. Truly the 
accusation of laboring to create "false impres
sions" comes with poor grace from any National 
Reformer, but peculiarly so under these circum
stances from the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, D. D. 

A marked feature among National Reformers 
seems to be their apparent inability to adopt 
truthful and upright methods of dealing with the 
questions to which they have committed them
selves. Their entire work evidences a chronic 
failing in this direction, and the more thoroughly 

· an individual becomes saturated with the princi
ples of National Reform, the more perceptibly 
does this failing manifest itsel£ And the work 
of Mr. Crafts seems to afford no exception to this 
rule. 

The proclivity for falsehood developed by the 
Romish Church in its early history was perfectly 
wonderful, if the statements of historians are to be 
credited. It was not only a well-known maxim 
am<9ng the Catholic Fathers that falsehoods were 
valuable auxiliaries. to the truth, but it was a 
custom expressly defended and maintained by 
them that it was right to perform evil deeds that 
so-called good results might be accomplished. 
Whether this is the reason or not for such actions 
as have just been referred to on the part of Na
tional Reformers, it is a fact that when men have 
certain objects to be gained they naturally expect 
to resort to such methods as have gained similar 
results in times past. And in this -connection 
there is certainly a striking similarity between 
the methods of the National Reform Association 
and its illustrious prototype, the Papacy. 

J. W. ScoLES. 

Shall We Go Back? 

REV. W. D. GRAY, secretary of the Sunday 
Reform Convention recently held at Sedalia, 
Missouri, gave expression to his views of national 
reform in the following characteristic language:-

" To appeal to divine authority in our legislation 
would be to fundamentally change the law of our 
land, or the principle adopted by our fathers when 
they said that all Governments derive their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. I for one 
do not believe that, as a political maxim. I do not 
believe that Governments derive their just powers 
from the consent of the governed; and so the object 
of this movement is an effort to change that feature 
in our fundamental law. Jefferson was under the in
:li!uence of French ideas when the Constitution was 
framed, and that had something to do with leaving 
God out of the Constitution. And I think that the 
provit).Cial history of this country will compel us to 
come back to that, and recognize God in our Consti;; 
tution. And I see in this reform a Providence teach
ing us the necessity of recognizing something else 

besides the will of the people as the basis of govern
ment." 

We have often logically traced the utterances 
of National Reformers to the point reached in 
the above sentiments, but they do not all so 
frankly and openly declare their intention to 
utterly overturn the primary principles of the 
republic. We have from the first recognized the 
National Reform movement as un-American, 
diametrically opposed to republican institutions; 
but they have endeavored to resent the charge, 
even in face of the fact that their every move 
sustained it. But now we have the public avowal 
from the Rev. secretary of a State convention, 
that " the object of this movement is an efiort to 
change that feature in our fundamental law,"
that Governments derive their just powers from 
the consent of the governed. Unless the Na
tional Reform Association, or its viceroy, the 
National Sabbath Association, publicly refute this 
annunciation of Rev. W. D. Gray, we shall deem 
that purpose as acknowledged and settled, an(l 
that our logical deductions to this end in the past 
will no longer be disputed. 

Therefore, the public may hereafter know that 
the so-called National Refonn is a movement to es
tablish a Government that ~mll utterly ignore the 
consent of the governed; that it is avowedly "an 
effort to change that feature in our f1mdamental 
law." 

Just now, however, the Reformers are :ruoving 
heaven and earth to procure the consent of the 
governed to their traitorous scheme; or, mther, 
to make a show of' having procured their consent 
to be l!uthlessly shorn of their only protection 
against any measures that religious intolerance 
might conceive. They made a bold effort last 
winter to convince the United States Congress 
and the people at large that they already had the 
consent of the governed to the enactment of the 
Blair bills; and at the same time they were push
ing to their utmost their principle of carrying ont 
their designs without such consent. They rep
resented millions of people, without even asking 
their consent, as petitioning Congress to enact 
those bills, when thousands of the same people 
had actually signed adverse petitions. 

. Mr. Gray thinks "that the provincial histot·y of 
this country will compel us to go back to that, 
and recognize God in the Constitution." Hall 
he and his confreres lived during "the provincial 
history of this country," and been obliged to 
swallow some of the medicine they are prescrib
ing t~day, they might have seen its imaginary 
glories in a different light. Had they liveJ in 
Massachusetts, and been either Baptists or Quak
ers, they might have enjoyed the pleasures of' 
imprisonment, banishment, whipping, or hanging, 
without the consent of the governed. And other 
colonies were conducted on the National Reform 
idea that "Governments derive their just powers" 
from the church, when men were fined and im
prisoned for not attending church, anq their pt'op
erty sold to pay the ministers' tax. Whichever 
church gained the ascendency in any colony 
claimed the prerogative of manipulating the Go,·
ernment. 

But if' the Government does not derive its just 
powers from the consent of the governed, from 
whom do its just powers emanate?-Well, the 
National Reformers claim that it comes from 
God. By what means does God communicate 
his will to the Government ?-Through the Bible: 
Who are the interpreters of the Bible ?-The 
church, of course. Then in what relation does 
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that place,the church and the Government?~It 
establishes the union of Church and State, with 
the Church as the supreme factor. This is the 
logical outcome of going back to "the provincial 
history of the country" for a criterion of gov
ernment. 

ConsidJring the cost of throwing off that old 
prcwbcial yoke, what American freeman is pre
paiwl to place himself under a similar policy? 
A1•d what shall we say of a religious movement 
that t;eek8 to relegate our free institutions into the 
meohl.'s o.f such fanaticism and bigotry? It is 
cleu<1y manifest that such a Constitution as the 
National Reformers would make, would have 
very little of godly principles attached to it, 
though the name were repeated in every sentence. 
·When the people of this Nation consent to be 
governed without their consent, they will have 
sold themselves into an abject slavery from which 
they will never recover. But such is the condi-
1Ji.on into which the national deformers would lead 
us. 

The Reason. 

DuRING the recent session of the National Re
form Convention in Sedalia, Missouri, Mrs. Kate 
L. Shaw, State superintendent of the ·w. C. T. U., 
sprung the question' as to why the Sunday law of 
that State is not enforced. Dr. Brooks, of Kan
sas City, endeavored to give some reasons, and 
first of all he said: " The Christian people of this 
country do not raise such a protest as to compel 
the officers to enforce the law; if the preachers 
would speak out on this question I believe these 
officials would be more faithful ~han they are." 

Now why don't the preachers speak out? That 
question can easily be answered for them: The law 
doesn't reach the class that the preachers really 
want to get at. 
_The reason the Missouri law is not enforced 

can be gathered from the experience of Arkan
sas. The law in that State was not enforced 
until the clause exempting those who kept the 
seventh-day Sabbath was repealed. But no sooner 
was that action secured than the preachers began 
to "speak out," and the officials were "more faith
ful "--not, however, in closing up saloons, or 
Sunday theaters, or stopping base-ball games, 
but in seeking out quiet seventh-day keepers who 
pursued their rural vocations on Sunday, miles 
away from any public place. And when the ex
emption was restored, the execution of the law 
cease<l, and its friends are now "speaking out" 
loudly, not for the enforcement of the law on the 
rowdy elements of society, but for the repeal of 
that exemption. They aim to work energetically 
to that end for the next two years, until the 
next session of the Legislature, and in the mean
time they make no effort to have the law enforced. 

So ill Missouri, Dr. Brooks said that twenty 
thousand people attended a Sunday base-ball 
game in Kansas City," and the shouts and yells of 
that vast concourse of people shook the air from 
center to circumference of that city ; there was no 
spot in Kansas City where you could not hear 
them!' Yet the officers did not stop it, nor did the 
preachers-not even the Rev. D. D. speaker him
self-"speak out" to enter a complaint and have 
the Jisgraceful proceeding shut off. So it is plain 
that the saloons, and the hoodlum games, are not 
the game that the Sunday-law people want. 
They will stumble right over that and not even 
attem•pt to catch it. 

But it is safe to predict that if the exemption 
clause of the Missouri Sunday law were repealed, 

the preachers, and especially Dr. Brooks, would 
"speak out" in thunder tones, and . the officers 
would suddenly become "more faithful;, in hunt
ing up those who should rest and worship on the 
seventh day, and then on Sunday engage in the 
noisy occupation of paint.ing the back part of a 
house or digging potatoes. W. N. GLENN. 

The Sunday Law: How lt Will Affect 
American Institutions. 

THOSE who plead for laws to protect the 
''American Sabbath," evidently use this term in 
order to appeal to the patriotism of others who 
are justly proud of our country, and who have a 
jealous regard for the American institutions. 
But hbw will the enforcement by law of an insti
tution that was venerable before this continent 
was thought of, affect those principles of liberty 
and equality which are distinctively American? 

First, in order to make a national Sunday law 
effective the instrument called the American Con
stitution must be so amended as to allow laws to 
be enforced which will not only discriminate in 
favor of the religious opinions of one class, but at 
the same time abridge the religious rights of an
other, and the inalienable rights of all. For as 
Sunday is without dispute a religious institution, 
any effort to enforce its observance by law is a 
blow aimed directly at bne of the fundamental 
principles of our Government, namely, religious 
liberty,, that principle to which, more than any 
other, we are indebted for our country's greatness; 
that principle which has enabled sixty millions of 
people of almost every shade of religious opinion 
to dwell on the. same soil in united sel£.govern
ment. 

Second, there is in this country an enterpris
ing and rapidly-increasing people who not only 
insist on using their own discretion in regard 
'to the observance of days, but who claim that 
there is no divine warrant for the observance 
of the first day of the week as holy time; that the 
Sunday institution is un-American, un-Christian, 
and unholy. They consider it their duty to prop
agate their doctrine to the world; thus, by precept 
and example, others are influenced to disregard 
Sunday and Sunday laws; but he who influences 
others to violate the civil law becomes a party to 
crime; in fact, a ring-leader. Hence, in order to 
make Sunday laws effective laws must be passed 
which will make criminals of virtuous and law
abiding citizens, and abolish that boasted institu
tion of civil liberty, "freedom of speech." 

But the end is not yet. The subject will be 
discussed by the secular and religious press. 
Books, pamphlets, and tracts already flood the 
country, and will continue to be published, which 
denounce all legislation on religious questions, 
and which also give arguments against the Sun
day itself. In 01·der to make the Sunday law ef
fective this must be prohibited by law. Another 
valued American institution must step aside, and 
soon the freedom of the press will ·be a thing of 
the past. 

But the matter will not end here; the argu
ments contained in the printed matter already in 
circulation, bristling as they are with' scriptural 
and historical facts, will be a constant menace to 
the "American Sabbath," until this literature is 
gathered together and burned. But still men will 
read and ponder and obey the teachings of that 
Book of all books, which is the foundation of 
their faith, until that too is taken from them and 
given to the flames. In fact, in order successfully 
to fbrce any religious form, institution, or rite, 

upon this N atiou of f'reenien, our f'reedom must be 
abolished, our Constitution shattered, and our 
whole social and political fabric overturned. 

American citizen~, fellow-countrymen, are you 
ready to forge the shackles for your own enslave
ment? Are you ready to unite with conspirators 
against our Government? If so, use your influ
ence in favor of the Sunday law. If not, fight it 
with all your might. E. P.. DEXTER. 

Topeka, Kansas, May 12, 1889. 

From a Jewish Standpoint. 

RABBI KRANSKOPF, D. D., in an articlecin the 
Jewish Times and Observer, calls attention to 
the tend~ncies of the present time by giving in
stances of like cause and effect in the past. 
Following is an extract from his article:-

"Religion is again clamoring for worldly power. 
It is forgetting that its mission is simply to sup
port the hand of the State, by a scrupulous attend
ing to its own duties, in its own legitimate sphere, 
and not to meddle with the State in the exercise 
of its function. 

" I am not an alarmist, and yet when, in a re
publican Government like ours, which guarantees 
liberty of conscience and freedom of worship 
to every man, such signs of religious interference 
with the duties of the State are beginning to man
ifest themselves, there is indeed reason for alarm. 
Religion has grown tired of being simply the, 
coadjutor to the- State. It is striving for the 
supremacy, and that spirit is inimical to civiliza
tion. It has been attempted before, and with! 
grievous consequences. Collect all the misery 
which despotism and corruption have inflicted! 
upon individuals and nations; measure, if you can,. 
the flood of tears that was shed fbr a miserable' 
existence, for crushed fortunes, for disappointedl 
hopes ; and still even this aggregate of misery willl 
not be able to give you a conception of all the~ 
sufferings that were endured by human kindl 
during the supremacy of religion over the tem'
poral power. 

"Ask for the date of that age when a deep 
black cloud of appalling ignorance rested over 
the people; when the intellect lay fettered; when 
the industries were paralyzed; when- the word 
"liberty" was not to be found in the vocabulary of 
the people; when the physical sciences were per
secuted as being incompatible with revealed truth ; 
when all researches were prohibited, under the 
severest punishment, as being pernicious to piety; 
when the grossest superstitions were forced upon 
the people; when blind credulity and unquestion
ing belief were made the first articles of their 
creed; when the most repulsive corruptions pre· 
vuiled even within the church itself; when even, 
the clergy was void of every sting of conscience,. 
drunken, lost in sensuality, rioting in open immo-· 
rality, trafficking with religion for the purpose of 
enlarging their opportunities for debauchery,-
and the answer will be, All this prevailed during· 
that age in which religion was the sole mistress of 
the people." -

THE only freedom which deserves the name is• 
of pursuing our own. good in our own way, so· 
long as we do not attempt to deprive others of 
theirs, or impede their efforts to attain it. Each 
is the proper guardian of his own health, whether 
bodily, or mental, or spiritual. Mankind are 
greater gainers by suffering each other to live 
as seews good to themselves than by compelling 
each to live as seems good to the rest.-Johw 
Stuart Mill. 



~uverti~ement~. 
ADVEI!.TISING RATES made known on appli· 

.cation. No advertisements of patent medicines, 
novelties, cigars, tobacco, liquors, novels or any· 
thh>g of a trivial, intemperate, immoral or impure 
nature accepted. We reserve the right to •·eject ANY 
advertisement. 

Civil Government 
and Religion. 

BY A. T. JONES, 
One of the Editors of ~he AMERICAN SEN'l'INEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain 
and Forcible. 

: This important work shows clearly the relation nat shou1d exist between Church and State at 
ihe present time, as proven by the Bible and his· 
tory of the past twenty-five centuries. 

. ''CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION" 
ps a pamphlet of 176large octavo pages. Price 25 
,cents; Millions of copies should be placed in the 
habds <if thinking people AT ONCE. It clearly do
fines what position we, as American citizens, 
should sustam toward the effort now on foot to se-
cure rellgl.ous legislation. Address, . 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
i2th and Castro Sts., Oakland, Cal. 

Or 43 J3ond Street, New York. 

THE YO SEMITE VALLEY, 
BIG TREE GROVES, Etc. 

''In the Heart of the Sierras" 
Is the only book ever issued which in any way 
does justice to this wonderful Valley and its 
surroundings. The 

FULL-PAGE ABTOTYPES 

Are the most charmingly characteristic of any 
illustrations ever produced, and are perfectly true 
to life having been photographed direct from 
nature'. > 

THE WOl\JDEB)j'lJL YO SEJUTE 
Is here presented in all its beauty and majesty. 
The book is just thethingitragents to handle, and 
good. reliable agents are wanted everywhere to in-

,. traduce this hook. Our outfit is perfection itself 
and our terms to agents are VEUY LIBEUAI,. Send 
for circulars and full particulars. Address, ' 

PACIFIC PRJJ).SS PUBLISIIING CO., 

Or 4S Bond St., N. Y. Oakland, Cal. 

The Teachers' Outlook. 
Pnbllshed by The Teachers' Publishing Com puny, 

Des Moines, Iowa. A monthlymngazinefor teach
ers and pnplls that proposes to supplement otbor 
school journals rather than to occnpy the same 

?.:;~~:olhti;i~\{'J"i~c\~ ~~o~~?e~~~g ~,YJ~.~~~r~p~~~~1 
illustrate and test theories; to stimulate thought, 
and give the teacher's mind a fresh source of in-

"Pf~~1~f:iw of current events, civil and Industrial 
problems, inventors, discoveries, etc., wlll be an im· 
portant fenlnre of the magazine, and a complete 
review of current literature will also be given by 
competent critics. 

Another, und vm•y important, feature ofthemng· 
nzine will be that all teachers and students are In· 
vited to joln its circle of wrilers, ont of which it 
proposes to draw lis c"rps of future contributors. 
On this point it has. some original plans of mut
ut\l helpfulness to carry out; aid to give writers in 
introducing them to the public, and suggestions to 
those who need practice and training In the ex
pression of thonqht that will be helpfuL Send 50 
c~nts for magazine eight months. Agents wanted. 

A POOR·FOUNTAIR PEN 
IS A NUISANCE; 

But a Good One is a Joy Forever. 

We carry a full stock of the best m>tkcs offount
ain pens, and feel sure we can suit tho most fas
tidious. 

Remit $2.50 and with it send a sample of the 
steel pen which suits you best, and we will llenct 
you a fountain pen that w!ll give you satisfaction. 
It is so t•onvenient to have a pen which is 
alway!! 1'1\a«&tr, and which C'an be used as 
easily as a lead pencil. 

Give us a trial order. Pens sent by registered 
m.ail. :t'hetrade supplied. Addtess, 

PACI)!'IC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N. Y. Oakland, Cal. 

TH.E AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

BURIED CITIES RECOVERED ; 
---OR,---

.Explorations in (fjible Lands. 
-EY-

REV.FRANK S. DEHASS, D. D. 
(Late U.S. Consul at Jerusalem.) 

THE LATEST I THE MOST AUTHENTIC! THE MOST READABLE BOOK PUBLISHED ON EGYPT, 

PALESTINE AND THE ORIENT l 

A BOOK FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN. 
THE FULl?ILLMENT OF ANCIENT PROPHECIES AS SHOWN BY THE LIGHT OF MODERN DIS

COVERIES; A CORROBORATED HISTORY OF THE BIBLE FOUND WRITTEN 
ON STONE; THE ATHEIST AND iiiKEPTIC DEFEATED ON 

THEIR OWN GROUND. 

)\TEfir:i2LY 200 ILLUSTrilflT.IONS 
FROM ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS AND SKETCHES. 

Fine Paper, Neat Binding, Clear and Beautiful Type. 
'l'he hook is octavo in size, has over 6oo pages, and contains nearly 200 beautiful illustrations. 

The paper and type were especially selected to meet the requirements of this work, while the 
binding is both ornate and at the same time most substantial. 

The illustrat'ons are nearly all either sketched or photographed from life, and in their prepa
ration for the press the most artistic processes known to the trade have been employed. 

Fine English Cloth, Black and Gold Stamp on Side and Back, Sprinkled Edges, - $3 so 
Fine English Cloth, Black and Gold Stamp on Side .and Back, GUt ·Edges, • - 4 00 
Fine French Turkey Morocco, Full Gilt Sides and Edges - • - - - - 6oo 

We will send books postpaid, at above prices, where we have no agent. 
Agents of ability can coin money in the sale of this book. Send $1.50 for prospectus, outfit, and 

terms to agents to 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
General Agents for Pacific Coast. OAKLAND, CAL. 

'I'EN LECTURES 
ON 

NASAL·CATARRH 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention and Cure, and Diseases 

of the Throat, Eye and Ear, due to Nasal Ca
tarrh; with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and Surgical 

Sanitarium in the World. 

The·work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontispiecft and 

Six Beauti:Cnlly Colored .Plates, 
Besides many illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. 

This little work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Or 43 Bond Street, New York. 

Artistic Dress Reform. 
A Ret"orm in Ladies' Dress is a subjed 

whi<:h at present is one of great interest to the moss 
intelli"'ent and thoughtful people of thit 
and. othg;. countries. Ladies will; find. the best 
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The N. Y. Independent says: "Smith's Diagram 
of Parliamentary Rules'' is an admirably ingenious 
simplification of the confused matter of parliamentary 
practice. Mr. U. Smith has put more of the esser1ce 
of parliamentary practice into small space and lucid 
order than we find in any other manual." 

Breast-pocket size, 34 pag·es, bound in muslin. 
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Pacific Press Publishi~g Company, 
0-i!'UND, CAL. 
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Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N. Y. Oak laud, Cal 
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ishers to pay for the same. 

'VHEN Col. Elliott F. Shepard was chosen 
president of the American Sunday Union, he de
livered an address, in which he referred to the 
object of the Union in these words: " We do not 
put this work on mere human reasoning, for all 
that can be overthrown by human reason ; we 
rest it directly and only on the divine command
ment." In this one sentence he logically gives 
away the whole theory of the Sunday movement. 
He admits, and truthfully too, that from the 
standpoint of human reason it can be overthrown. 
So that settles that feature of the work. And 
when he "rests it directly and only on the divine 
command," the position is even more easily over· 
thrown ; the commandment itself overthrows 
Sunday observance by making no reference to it 

1 wh.atever. Yet, after so frankly admitting its un· 
tenable nature, the colonel and his Union persist 
in thrusting their Sunday absurdity on the people. 

THE Nebraska Citizen, after referring to the 
recent shameful persecution of certain individuals 
in Milton County, Georgia, because they were 
observers of the seventh-day Sabbath, says:-

" Why not petition Congress and the Senate to 
pass the Blair Educational bill, and then make such 
procedures as the above. a thing general over the 
country? " 'V e are glad that some of our exchanges, ret 
least, are discerning enough to foresee the conse
quences which would logically result if Senator 
I~it•ir's educational schemes were ever to be car
ried into effect. People who claim to see noth
ing uut of place in such measures as these would 
perhaps see nothing out of place in any religious 
legislation; but one thing is sure: let such measures 
as these prevail, and liberty in anything more than 
in name will cease to be a factor in our Govern
ment. Then the way will be opened to make 
such procedures as the Citizen refers to-yea, and 
others of even more oppressive nature-things 
which will indeed be" general over the country." 

IN a recent sermon preached in Los Angeles, 
this State, Dr. Can tine (Methodist) said:-

"Now, the question is, How shall we observe the 
Sabbath? The Sunday bill has attracted more atten
tion, and appealed to more people, than any other 
question of the times. Now, I propose to state my 
position squarely as in favor of the absolute enforce
ment of this bill. The question of Sunday trains, Sun
day theaters,andSundayexcursions and amusements, 
must be discussed and settled. . . . 

"Shall we legislate against Sabbath breaking?
Yes, both in the State and in the Nation. You can't 
legislate men into thinking right, but you can coerce 
them into obeying the law. You can't make them 
love the Sabbath by law, but you can keep them from 
violating it, and you can enforce it as a day of rest and 
peace. Men rhust be educated into love for the day, 
and respect for it, and for the divine command for 
its observance .• It is coming. The movement is gain
ing headway. It is plain to all thinking men that if 
something is not done soon, Sunday will become a 
general holiday and observed by only a few. The time 
for a reform is at hand, and Legislatures have begun 
to take cognizance of the situation and pass measures 
for preserving the law and the order and the· sacred-
ness ofthe day." · 

The report of the sermon which we saw does 
not say what bill the gentleman was talking 
about, but we assume that it was the Blair Sun
day-Rest bill; but be that as it may, the ~anguage 
quoted marks him as a genuine National Re
former, except in this, that he has not yet learned 
that the demand for Sunday laws must professedly 
be made not on relif¥ous but on economic and 
sanitary grounds. But Mr. Crafts is expected to 
visit this coast shortly, and we suppose that his 
Los Angeles disciple will then learn the way of 
National Reformers more perfectly. 

AND still the work of securing "signatures" 
to the petition for a national Sunday law goes 
bravely forward. We have received from South" 
ern California a copy of a paper entitled The 
White Ribbon, which contains, in a report of a 
meeting of the W. C. T. U., the following para
graph::_ 

"The petition for the Sabbath 'law was sent to the 
ministers of all denomination8, to be signed by the proper 
officials on behalf of the church. Many hearty re
sponses were received, and· earnest wishes given for 
our success." 

This simply nieans that all the ministers have 
been asked to have a few officers of their several 
churches sign the petition in behalf of the entire 
church membership; then these petitions will be 
presented to Congress as representing so many 
thousands or tens of thousands of people, per
haps a majority of whom have never seen or even 
heard of the petition which they are supposed to 
have signed.· But perhaps it is only fitting that 
Sunday, which is itself only a counterfeit, should 
be maintained by fraud. 

THE Detroit Commercial Advertiser of M:ty 
23, 1889, has the following editorial item in re
gard to National Refonn methods, which we· 
print entire, not because it presents anything 
new to the readers of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
but because it shows that the iniquities of these 
pseudo-reformers are known, and that their sins 
are finding them out. The Advertiser says :-

"The National Religious Reform advocates, whose 
bill making religious education a constitutional pro
viso, and whose petition for a Sunday-observance law 
are beiilg quietly pushed in preparation for a new 
move on Congress when it assembles, made an ex
traordinary announcement some months ago. It was 
asserted officially that over 14,000,000 signatures had 
been obtained to petitions for the movement, and the 
impression was created that that number of persons 
had affixed their signatures to these petitions. Such 
seemingly intense earnestness in behalf of the desired 
reform was astonishing both to the lukewarm indif
ferents and those who saw just reasons for opposing 
the movement. Some of the hitter class having ob
tained over 30,000 signatures distinctly and intelli
gently affixed to the counter petition, made a quiet 
investigation to discover how the other side could ac
complish so much in a little time. The result has 
been to expose a most deliberate misrepresentation 
of facts. Instead of 14,174,744 signatures, there are 
but 407 individual signatures, the remainder being 
representative signatures by indorsements of bodies and 
meetings. For instance, Cardinal Gibbons said the 
Catholic Church approved of the movement, and the 
7,200,000 Catholics in this country were entered in 
bulk as signers of the petition. The annual conven• 
tions of the Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian 
Churches in the United States indorsed the reform, 
and 5,977,693 were added to the number of approverR. 
.And so it went. along, names piling up by the million, 
and not ten out of every thousand said to approve 
the p!Jtition, knew anything about itS merits or effects 
if adopted. .At this rate how soon will the right to 
petition become a forgotten privilege?" 

We do not know from what source the Com
mercial Advertiser derives its information, but 

through a misprint, or otherwise, it misstates the 
number of signatures to the counter petition. 
Before the final adjournment of the last Con
gress the counter petition contained over 230,000 
names of bona fide signers. We suspect that the 
Advertiser intended to give that number. 

Our contemporary is also at error on one other 
point, namely, Cardinal Gibbons did not say 
that the Catholic Church approved of the move
ment. What he did say was, " I am happy to 
add my name." He spoke only for himself, and 
the multiplication of his name by 7,200,000 was a 
most unwarranted liberty. It was, however, in 
perfect k~eping with National Reform methods. 

A Prophecy Being Fulfilled. 

DR. BROWNE, in the Pittsburg National Re
form Convention of 187 4, gave expression to the 
following sentiment:-

"There is no more persistent man alive than the 
typical representative .American office-seeker. Of 
that class, the most of those who have not yet found 
whether they are for Christ or not, or who are openly 
decrying this movement, are ready to be itS firm 
friends as soon as they acquire wisdom to discern the 
signs of the times, and are assured of its speedy suc
cess. They may pull back now at the hind axle, or 
scotch the wheels of the car of progress; but when 
they see it move, they wiil quickly jump in to get front 
seats) and avow that they always thought it was a 
good thing." 

That the doctor was about right in his calcu
lation, there is no reason to doubt. On the con
trary, we have evidence before us that the leaven 
is already working, as is shown by the following 
on the subject of "The Sunday Movement," in 
the Burlington, Vermont, Independent of May 
?1:-

" This movement is everywhere gaining strength. 
In addition to what the great railroads of the country 
are doing, to which we called attention a week or two 
since, we may note another very powerful movement 
in the same direction. Mr. Proctor, from Vermont, 
Secretary of War, has issued (of course with sanction 
of President Harrison) an order relieving all United 
States soldiers from Sunday parade and duty of every 
kind in time of peace. Thus the movement seems to 
gain strength everywhere. We have not been our
selves a very great stickler for Sunday observances, 
but the more we see of the progress made in this di
rection, and the greater the prospect of a general and 
all but universal observance of the day, the stronger 
is our interest in that direction." 

The editor of the Independent may not be an 
office-seeker, but he is apparently actuated by the 
same desire to be on the popular side; and as his 
interest grows stronger as the movement grows in· 
popularity, he will probably yet become "a very 
great stickler for Sunday observan<;e." As to 
Mr. Proctor, there is no doubt his order above 
noted was instigated by the strength of the Sun
day movement. 

Now is the time to renew your subscription to this 
paper. Look at the date on the address label, or wmp
per, of your SENTINEL this week. 
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" I do not believe that Governments derive their 
.fust powers ft·om the consent of the governed, and 
so the object of this movement is an effort to change 
that feature in our fundamental law." So said 
Rev. W. D. Gray, secretnry of the Missouri Na
tional Reform Convention. And he was after
ward elected secretary of the permanent State 
organization-the Missouri Sabbath Association. 

THE Pearl of Days, the official organ of the 
American Sabbath Union, says:-

" It is worthy of note that in the discussion of the 
Sunday question by the secular press the divine prin
ciples underlying that question are often incidentally 
conceded. This may be unintentional ; nevertheless, 
the lesson taught us is most suggestive. We see from 
this fact that the Sunday question, considered only in 
its economic relations, can never be wholly divested 
of its moral basis." 

It is also worthy of note, that, notwithstanding 
all of Field Se9retary Crafts's twaddle about the 
civil Sabbath, that for which he and his co-labor· 
ers are working is the passage of a law which Mr. 
Crafts himself has declared "makes Sunday the 
ideal Sabbatl1 of the Puritans; which day shall 
be occupied only by worship.", 

America notices the fact that the bill in the 
New York Assembly to repeal all laws giving 
school money to religious or sectarian institutions 
in that State, was defeated by a majority of only 
one, and says that the "fact that the opponents 
of the un-American system of denominational ap
propriations mustered half the Assembly, should 
be an encouragement to continue agitations until 
every sectarian tub in the United States is com· 
pelled to stand on its own faith and not upon the 
pockets of the tax-payers at large." 

This is, indeed, a consummation to be devoutly 
desired by all good citizens, but whether there are 
good grounds to hope for it or not is to be doubted. 
True, considerable feeling has been manifested 
during the past year against granting aid to 
Roman Catholic schools, but, on the other hand, 
there is quite a sentiment springing up !lmong 
many so-called Protestants in favor of religious 
education in the public schools. And should this 
ever be rea~ized, it can only be made effective by 
a division of the school funds, such as has long. 
_been asked for by the Catholics. , So. that while 
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the action of the New York State Legislature 
may be good ground for hope in one direction, the 
growth of the sentiment referred to gives reason 
to fear that in this matter of giving public aid to 
sectarian institutions the Papists will soon have 
powerful allies in the several Protestant denomi
nations which are advocating religious instruction 
in the public schools. 

Who Shall Be the Pope. 

IN his argument before the Senate Committee 
in favor of the Blair Amendment to the Consti
tution, putting the principles of the Chri~tian re
ligion in the public schools, T. P. Stevenson, of 
the National Reform Association, argued, of 
course, in favor ot it. In his speech he referred 
to the demand of the Catholic Church that the 
public school fund shall be divided, and denied 
the justice of the claim by arguing that,-

" The Roman Catholic Church • . • teaches 
• • , . that the Roman pontiff . . . and the 
church of which he is the head, are the only author
itative interpreters of the Scriptures; and that since 
Nations are moral persons, and the questions they deal 
with are largely moral questions, the authority of the 
Pope extends over all Nations and Governments." 

With the exception of teaching the authority 
of that particular pope, this is precisely the teach
ing of the National Reformers, and of Mr. T. P. 
Stevenson himself. The fundamental principle 
of the whole National Reform scheme is that Na
tions are moral persons, and that they deal with 
moral questions. Now it is a fact that the Script
ures are the standard of morality. Whatever 
person or power, therefore, that has to deal with 
moral questions, has necessarily to do with the 
interpretation of Scripture; and whatever person 
or power that undertakes authoritatively to deal 
with moral questions, necessarily has to be the 
authoritative interpreter of tlcripture. The N a
tional Reform Association declares that the N a
tion is a moral person, and proposes by an amend
ment to the Constitution of the United States to 
deClare the right of the Nation authoritatively to 
deal with moral questions. When the time 
comes, the Nation by some means will just as 
certainly have to be the authoritative interpreter 
of the Scripture. And whether that authority 
of interpretation be lodgetl in tl1e Supreme Court, 
or in a board of ecclesiastics, or in one single 
ecclesiastic, it is all the same, that authoritative 
interpreter is, to all intents and purposes, a pope. 
And that that authority should be seated in the 
Capitol of the United States, at Washington City, 
instead of in the Vatican,·.at the city of Rome, 
does ~ot relieve the teaching of its essential in
iquity, and should not commend it any the more 
to -the American people. A pope is the inevita
ble logic of the propositi6n, whether it be taught 
by the Catholic Church or by the National Re-
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form Association; and it is no use for that Asso
ciation, or for the Protestants of this country 
generally, to deny the claims of tl1e Catholic 
Church so long as they assert the principles upon 
which alone those claims are based. The only 
difference between the teaching of the Catholic 
Church and the National Reform Association on 
these questions is that the Catholic Church openly 
asserts, not only the principles, but the logic of 
the principles; while the National Reform Asso
ciation asserts the principles, and pretends to 
deny the logic of them. In other words, the 
Roman Catholic Church is consistent, while 
the National Reform Association is wholly in-
consistent. A. •.r, J. 

Bad Tactics. 

IN his argument before the Senate Committee 
in behalf of the amendment establishing religion 
in the public schools, February 15, 1889, Doctor 
Morris drew the line between " the evangelical 
church bodies on one side, and the Roman Oath~ 
olics on the other." Then he said : "Now the 
fact that the public sentiment of the United 
States stands divided along the lines suggested, 
gives importance to the question as to the rela
tive strength of the two bodies." 

Then, in comparing the relative strength of 
the two bodies, he said: "According to the latest 
statistics, in the year 1886 the Roman Catholic 
population was 7,200,000. That estimate included· 
every man, woman, and child of the Catholic 
faith in the United States of America at that 
time. • • . All their children are baptized 
into the church, and every person of the Roman 
Catholic faith is a member of the Roman Cath
olic Church, and is so enumerated and reported. 
. . • Along that line the Roman Catholics in 
18,86 were represented to be 7,200,000 citizens, 
including children. The evangelical population 
at that time-not the church-membership simply, 
but the population-numbered 42,646,279." 

Senator George-"Those figures, I suppose, 
are assuring to us politicians that in getting after 
the Catholics and all that sort of' thing, we are 
not getting in a minority." 

Doctor Morris-" Well, sir, you are at liberty 
to make a very wise inference from the facts 
which are before you, without comment so far. 
And now that brings us to a consideration of the 
peril arising to the country from the method 
adopted by this minority, this acute, adroit, de
termined, and united minority, to accomplish 
their purposes. They seek to secure them not 
so much by the American method of intelligent 
agitation before the great jury of the public, pre-. 
senting the facts and discussing the principles in 
the 0pen light of broad day, but by political 
methods, at the handling of which they are 
adepts." 
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Senator George--"Let me ask you a question 
there. Is not this proposed amendment, and are 
not these proceedings here, rather an imitation of 
what is charged against the Catholics, of attain
ing their ends by political methods?" 

Doctor Morris-"lt would be very strange, sir, 
if we would not follow an enemy into any battle
field to which he might resort to accomplish his 
purposes." 

This is a new sort of military tactics. That a 
general should leave a field in which he has 
every advantage, and follow an enemy into a 
field where he confesses that that enemy has every 
advantage, is certainly a novel method of con
ducting a campaign. He condemns the Cath
olics for not seeking to accomplish their purposes 
by the American method of intelligent agitation 
before the great jury of the public. He knows, 
and so do we all, that the Roman Catholic claim 
on the question of religion in the public schools 
cannot for a moment stand in the field of public 
discussion against the principles of the American 
Constitution. Therefore, the· proper thing to do 
for those who oppose the Roman Catholic scheme 
is to make the public discussion as wide, as public, 
and as determined as possible. If Mr. Morris's 
forty-two million of "evangelicals" will take the 
true American position and stand upon the posi
tion of the American Constitution, they need 
not fear for one moment any peril that might 
arise from Roman Catholicism; but instead of 
doing this, these men abandon that field where 
they have every advantage, and in their own 
words follow their enemy into the battle-field to 
which he resorts to accomplish his purposes 
and not only that, but in that field they under
take to meet the enemy with the very weapons at 
the handling of which they confess that the en
emy are adepts. It is impossible in such a case 
that there can be any other result than that the 
evangelicals will be ingloriously defeated. 

This, however, is not the first instance in 
which the "evangelicals" have done the same 
thing. They first went into the enemy's field by 
demanding the teaching of religion in the public 
schools; they now find that they are getting 
worsted in the contest, and instead of honorably 
retreating to firm ground in a field in which they 
could have every possible advantage, they blindly 
follow the enemy yet further into the field of his 
own choosing, there to use weapons in the use of 
which they know the enemy are adepts. '\Vas 
there ever another instance of such folly? 

Senator George probed to the heart the scheme 
that underlies this whole movement, when he 
asked Doctor Morris whether these proceedings 
were not "rather an imitation of what is charged 
against the Catholics, of obtaining their ends by 
political methods." That is precisely what it is, 
and that is all that it is. And as the Protestants, 
taken as a whole, are so overwhelmingly in the 
majority in this country, the probabilities are 
altogether in favor_of their winning in the race, 
and the result can be nothing else than the es
tablishment of a Protestant religious despoti.sm 
after the model of the Catholic one of the Middle 
Ages. Will the American people be wise in 
ti~? ~~~, ... ·. 

AMONG all the religious persecutions with 
which almost every page of modern history is 
stained, no victim ever suffered but for the viola· 
tion of what government den<,minated the law of 
God.-Senate Report, 1829. 

Our Authority for That Statement. 

A CORRESPONDENT at Gold Hill, Oregon, 
writes to ask our authority for the statement that 
the American Sabbath Union " declare llhe basis 
of their movement to be the fourth command
ment.'' We are surprised that any reader of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL (for such we suppose our . 
correspondent to be) should ask such a question, 
because our authority .has been repeatedly stated; 
but for the benefit of new readers and of those 
who may have overlooked the matter, we will re
state a few points:-

1. Colonel Elliott F. Shepard is president of 
the American Sabbath Union, so called, as well 
as editor of the New York Mail and Express, 
whi~h paper, in its issue of January 25, 1889, 
published in full Mr. Shepard's address delivered 
upon the occasion of his election .as president of 
the Union. In that address Mr. Shepard used 
thl'l following language: "Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve ; if the Lord be God, serve 
him; and if the ·world be god, serve that. You 
have to say yes or no-whether you will stand by 
the decalogue, whether you will stand by the 
Lord God Almighty, or whether you will turn 
your back upon him. The work, therefore, of 
this society has just begun. We do not put this 
work on mere human reasoning, for all that can 
be overthrown by human reason. We rest it di
rectly and only on the divine commandment." 

2. On the occasion of the hearing on the Blair 
Sunday-rest bill before the Senate 'Committee on 
Education and Labor, December 13, 1888, Mr. 
C:rafts, field secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union, introduced to the committee as the next 
speaker,Dr. Herrick Johnson, of Chicago, and in 
the course of Mr. Johnson's remarks the follow
ing dialogue took place between himself and Sen
ator Blair, chairman of the committee:-

"Mr. Johnson-This appointment of one day 
in seven is arbitrary. There is nothing in nature 
to indicate that division of time. There is the 
day of twenty-four hours, there is the month, there 
is tl1e year, all these are natural divisions; but 
there is nothing in nature to indicate the weekly 
division, the observance of one day in seven. It 
is arbitrary, and we regard that as an evidence of 
its divine origin. 

"The Chairman-How do you base the Sab
bath itself upon a divine ordinance when there is 
no natural law to indicate which day is to be ob
served? 

"Mr. Johnson-It is in revelation, and it is 
found to be exactly in accord with the laws of 
nature. 

" The Chairman-You base the law of one 
day's rest in seven upon revelation; that is to say, 
upon the Bible? 

"Mr. Johnson-Yes, sir. 
"The Chairman-There are many who doubt 

that it is established by revelation, are there not? 
"Mr. Johnson-! think no one who accepts the 

Bible doubts that there is one day in seven to be 
observed as a day of rest. 

"The Chairman-Will you just state the au
thority? 

"Mr. Johnson-' Remember the Sabbath-day, 
to keep it holy. . . . Six days shalt thou labor, 
and do all thy work.'" 

[This quotation i~ from pp. 50, 51 of" Notes 
of a Hearing before the Committee on Education 
and Labor, United States Senate, Thursday, De
cember 13, 1888, on the bill (S.~ 298.3) entitled, 
'A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of 

the first day of the week, commonly known as the 
Lord's day, as a day of rest, and to promote its 
observance as a day of religic.ms worship.' " 
This is a public document, and if the edition is not 
exhausted can be had free of charge by applica
tion to any member of Congress.] 

On this occasion Mr. Johnson was speaking di
rectly in behalf of the American Sabbath Union, 
and, as we have already stated, was introduced to 
the committee by the field secretary of that 
Union. 

3. But again, in a speecl1 delivered before the 
General Assembly of the Knights of Labor, held 
in Philadelphia, November 16, 1888, and re
ported in the Journal of United Labor (the date 
we are unable to give) Mr. Crafts himself said: 
"A weekly day of rest has never been secured iw 
any land except on the basis of religious obliga
tion. Take religion out and you take the rest 
out.'' 

4. Again; the Lutheran Observer (524 Wal
nut Street, Philadelphia), of December 21, 1888, 
a paper which is in hearty sympathy with the 
American Sabbath Union, attributes to Mr. Crafts 
this language: "The bill which has been intro
duced makes Sunday the ideal Sabbath of the 
Puritans, which day shall be occupied only by 
worship.'' The bill referred to was Senator Blair's 
Sunday-rest bill. 

Other utterances might be quoted, but these are 
abundantly sufficient to show that we have not 
misrepresented the leaders of the American Sab
bath Union when we say that they" declare the 
basis of their movement to be the fourth com
mandment." And yet they deny that their move
ment is religious, asserting that it is in the inter
ests of the workingmen, and that it in no way 
tends to a union of Church and State. 

Why Not Watch Protestants, Also? 

REv. MAKEPIECE TRUEWORTHY, of Washing
ton, D. C., is very much alarmed at the innova
tions of the Roman Church in this country. In 
a communication to the San Francisco Occident 
(Presbyterian), he says:-

" In order to aid in exposing Romanism to the Amer
icans, I have set to myself the task of an examination 
of some of the best writings lately from the press, and 
also to a careful examination of Rome's secret work 
here at the capital-a work which is startling in 
some respects. When the American people once 
open their eyes to things they will prot{lst, to the shed
ding of blood, to this Romanizing of our country." 

Of the new Catholic university being erected 
near Washington, he says:-

"A great many calm men look with jt].Stifiable dis
trust upon this proposed great Catholic university at 
the seat of our Government. It is probably true that 
it is a part of a well-settled purpose to prosecute a 
great political propaganda from the seat of Papal 
authority in Rome. The late revival of Papal opposi· 
tion to all things Protestant, whether religious, or the 
civil institutions growing out of Protestant thought, is 
indicative of a Papal purpose which Americans should 
watch closely." 

The question naturally arises, in view of the 
persistent work of the National Reform Associa
tion and the National Sunday Union, \Vhy not 
at the same time watch the purposes of these so
called Protestants ? They are engaged in build
ing an image to tne same Papal power concerning 
whose secret work at the capital the Rev. Mr. 
Trueworthy is so much alarmed. All the histor
ical oppressions and intolerance of the Papal 
Church have been under the privileges of 
Church and State Governments, whether in 
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Europe or elsewhere. And the representatives · 
of all the principal Protestant denominations in 
the United States, including the one to which Mr. 
Trueworthy belongs1 have indorsed the efforts of 
the "Reformers" to create such a union in the 
Government. 

Now if Rome is powerless, as history proves it 
to be, to fully carry out her designs without a 
Church and State Government, and the Protest
ant churches are laboring to bring about that 
condition of government under which her ulti
mate ends will be possible-which party is it 
that most needs watching? National Reformers 
are not only endeavoring to open the gates of re
ligious 'legislation; but they avow a willingness to 
"join hands" with the Catholic Church in that 
work whenever th~ latter will accede to the co
alition. Yes, the Reformers are not only willing 
to join Rome in such a scheme, but take the· in
itiative in the movement, and favor "repeated 
advances" toward the Papal church for that pur
pose, even in the face of anticipated "rebuffs." 

And the Catholic· leaders understand the situ
ation, evidence of which has been given in the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL in the past, notably in the 
case of the priest, who, when asked what his 
church was going to do in the matter of the Blair 
bills, replied that it was not doing anything in 
particular; "the Protestants are coming over to 
us," he said; " all we have to do is to wait." We 
see, then, that while Mr. Trueworthy and other 
vigilantes are watching the "Papal purposes" in 
this country, the Catholics are also watching Prot
estant progress · Romeward, with evident satisfa0: 
tion. 

So those who have a care to guard the free in
stitutions of our country from the scourge of 
church intolerance, will find it necessary to keep 
an eye on that professedly Protestant party whose 
avowed purpose is to make such a change in the 
Constitution as will open the door for church 
domination of political affairs. There is no more 
danger from the evil influences of the "beast" 
itself than from those of its "image." There is 
no reason to be any more afraid of out-and-out 
Roman intolerance than of the same spirit under 
the guise of Protestantism. 

W.N.GLENN. 

Rev. J. M. Foster on Religious Leg. 
islation. 

THE Midland, a 'United Presbyterian paper, 
;published in Omaha, Nebraska, had an article by 
Rev. J. M. Foster, some weeks since, on "The 
J3asis of Sabbath Legislation," which contains 
some thoughts worthy of notice. Mr. Foster 
takes the position that civil government is not a 
voluntary association but a divine institution, and 
that it is clothed with authority and power that 

_ transcend all human institutions. Its design, he 
says, is the suppression of wrong and the promul
gation of good. "Civil government is the keeper 
Qf both tables of the law." 

He is correct in saying that civil government 
is ordained of God. Says the apostle, 'I The pow
ers that be are ordained of God." But it is nev
.ertheless true, as asserted in the Declaration of 
Independence, that" governments derive their just 
powers from the consent of the governed;" neither 
is there any conflict between the Scriptures and 
the Declaration of Independence. God has or
dained that civil government should exist, that is, 
that it is right and proper that there should be 
-civil government, but he has not ordained the 

.:particular form of government, nor that certain 

men or certain families shall rule over their fellow
men. To take any other view of the matter 
than this is to assert the divine right of kings; 
and to assert that right, is simply to place our 
own country outside of the pale of the ordinance 
of God. 

The position that "civil government is the 
keeper of both tables of the law," will be best ex
amined in the light of the further statement made 
by Mr. Foster, to wit, "the State is the keeper of 
the second commandment, and should prohibit 
idolatry either on the part of the Chinaman or 
Romanist." Now, if the first position be correct, 
that the civil government is the keeper of both 
tables of the law, then the conclusion which Mr. 
Foster draws from it must also be corre~t. 

But passing by all Chinamen as idolaters of 
the most gross sort, we will apply this rule to the 
Romanist. Mr. Foster says that the State should 
prohibit idolatry on the part of the Romanist. 
But the Romanist denies that he is an idolater. 
He will admit that he bows to pictures and im
ag~s, but will stoutly assert that they are simply 
symbols of the Unseen, to which his worship is 
in reality directed, and that the image or picture 
is only for the purpose of assisting his faith. It 
is true that, as Protestants, we call that idolatry 
and such it is; but covetousness is also idolatry 
(Col., 3: 5), and is just as truly a transgression of 
the divine law as are. the more gross forms of 
idolatry. Shall we then punish covetousness ? 

But i.t may be said that the law can only take 
cognizance of the outward acts, and that while it 
may punish a man for bowing down before an 
image it cannot pupish him for the thoughts and 
intents of the heart, because man cannot deter
mine the thoughts of the heart. But if the "State 
is the keeper of both tables of the law," and is to 
enforce the law as the law of God, where or how 
shall we draw the line? Is it not as certain that 
the man who shows by his every-day life that he 
is covetous is a violator of the divine law, as it is 
that the man who prays to a picture of the Virgin 
Mary is an idolater? It may even be the case, 
and it is often true, that such an one is in every 
way a better citizen, a better neighbor, and a bet
ter man, than the one who is covetous. More
over, it is just as easy to demonstrate to the satis
faction of an impartial person that the one ·is an 
idolater as it is to show that the other is an idol
ater. The occasional act of the one shows that 
he is guilty of violating the second commandment, 
while the whole life of the other, his every busi
ness transaction, all· his dealings with his neigh
bors,-all these show conclusively that he violates 
the same commandment. Shall the law lay its 
hand upon the one and spare the other?-Cer
tainly not. 

Properly speaking, the State is not the keeper 
of either table of the law. There is no part of 
the law of God which can be enforced as such, 
by any human Government. It is within the 
physical power, though not within the proper 
sphere of the-Government, to coni pel its citizens to 
refrain from ordinary labor upon Sunday or on 
any other day of the week that it may see fit, but 
it is not within the power of any Government to 
compel its citizens to obey the fourth command
ment. The fourth commandment says, " Remem
ber the Sabbath-day to keep it holy," and simply 
resting from labor is by no meaus all that is re
quired in that commandment. According to Isa. 
58:13, true Sabbath keeping is not only tore
frain from labor upon the Sabbath, but to "call 
the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, bon· 

orable." And this, civil government cannot com
pel; therefore, it is impossible for civil govern
ment to enforce the fourth commandment; neither 
can civil government enforce any other command
ment as the law of God. Take, for instance; the 
sixth. The Saviour said that he that hateth his 
brother is a murderer. A man may manifest all 
the hatred of which he is capable, and may even 
express that hatred, and yet the civil law cannot 
lay hold upon him as a murderer. True, if he 
makes threats, that is, if he declares his intentions 
to use violence, the law can place him under bonds 
to keep the peace. It may be demonstrated as 
fully as human testimony can demonstrate any
thing, that his heart is full of hatred, and yet no 
one would say that the civil law ought to touch him. 
Still, in the sight of God the man is a murderer. 
The seven,th commandment furnishes another il
lustration, which we need not dwell upon, as all 
are familiar with the teachings of the Saviour on 
that point. But this is sufficient to show that 
civil government cannot enforce the law of God. 

There is another feature of this matter which 
demands attention, namely, the fact that to at
tempt to enforce the decalogue would be to con
stitute men judges of the divine law. God should 
be the interpreter of his o\vn law. Human be
ings differ in their interpretations of that law. 
Of this, the second commandment furnishes an 
illustration, as already shown. The Protestant 
says that bowing to an image or picture is idola
try; this the Romanist denies. Now who shall 
judge between them and decide which is right. 
If it is the prerogative of civil.government to de
cide this question, then if the judge be a Protest
ant he will decide from a Protestant sta~dpoint, 
and the Papist would be punished for the use of 
pictures and images. But suppos~ the judge 
himself be a Papist, he would then decide that 
such worship is not idolatry, and the accused 
would go free. Thus it appears that that which 
is idolatry to-day might be held to be perfectly 
right to-morrow, or that which would be decided 
to be idolatry in New York might be held to be 
perfectly innocent in New Jersey; and yet, in 
both instances, according to Mr. Foster's logic, 
the decision is rendered by the duly authorized 
agent of the Almighty. 
. If it indeed be true that civil government is 

ordained of God in the sense in which Mr. Foster 
claims that it is, then the Government of Spain in 
the days of the Inquisition was just as truly a 
Government of God as is the Government of En
gland or the Government of the United States to
day. But it cannot be true that Governments 
are ordained of God in that sense, for if it were 
true, God would be the minister of sin. " Gov
ernments," says the Declaration of Independence, 
"derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed." And had the maxim always pre
vailed despotic Governments never would have 
been known. The very idea of Government which 
Mr. Foster advocates is responsible for the bar~ 
barities and iniquities of all the despotic Govern
ments in the world, and the only wonder is that 
citizens of the United States could for a moment 
entertain such a proposition. It only shows, 
however, that the National Reform theory is at 
variance with the principles of this Government, 
and to carry out the National Reform idea would 
be simply to overthrow republican institutions. 

C. P. BoLLMAN. 

IN proportion as the ecclesiastics became co
legislators, heresies became civil crimes, and lia· 
ble to civil punishments.-Dean Milman. • 
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The Principles of the Christian Religion. 

AMONG those who are exerting their energies 
to secure an amendment to the Constitution 
whereby instruction in the "principles of the 
Christian religion" shall be maintained in all 
the common schools, it is amusing to note the 
conflicting and absurd claims as to what consti
tutes the principles of the Christian religion. 
The latest of these to which the writer has list
ened was made in a public sermon by a Method
ist minister of considerable ability and some local 
reputation. In order to allay the fears of his 
audience that the· adoption of the Blair amend
ment would result in the establishment of a na
tional religion, he said that the provision for in· 
struction in the principles of the Christian relig
ion "means simply that the children are to be 
taught the necessity of telling the truth, and .to 
refrain from swearing." This explanation seemed 
to be intensely pleasing to those who favor the 
amendment, since it serves to quiet the appre
hensions of the distrustful. 

On this version of the amendment I submit 
the following points:-

1. There is not a school in the land where the 
pupils are not now taught the "necessity of tell
ing the truth, and to refrain from swearing." 
Therefore no amendment of the Constitution is 
needed to secure .such instruction. 

2. If it is-desired merely to teach the "neces
sity of telling the truth, and to refrain from swear
ing," why not say so in the amendment itself, 
and thus settle the question for all coming time. 
Or, better still, why not leave out all reference to 
the Christian religion, or any other religion? 
For the amendment provides for instruction in 
"virtue" and "morality," and anybody knows 
that these terms cover the principles of truth
telling, and refraining from swearing. The fact 
that the words, "and the principles of the Chris
tian religion," have been added to the proposed 
amendment, shows that something is wanted 
which is not fully comprehended in the terms 
"virtue" and "morality," in the common ac
ceptation· of these terms; and for anyone to deny 
this is only to show either his stupidity or his 
lack of candor. 

3. The most important, comprehensive, and 
fundamental truths of the Christian religion con
stitute the principles of that religion. Principles 
are necessarily comprehensive, and all really es
sential truths relating to any subject must be em
braced in its principles. For example, the fun
damental principle of God's moral law is love. 
This one word embraces every moral truth in ex
istence. Any person who has always ·loved God 
with all his heart, might, mind, and strength: 
and his neighbor as himself, is a perfectly moral 
being. Likewise, anyone who conforms to the 
principles of the Christian religion is a Christian, 
and whoever believes in those principles is a be
liever in Christ and Christianity. Now if" tell
ing the truth, and to refrain from swearing," con
stitute the principles of the Christian religion, it 
follows that whoever subscribes to these princi
ples is a believer in Christ and Christianity, and 
that all who practice these principles are Chris
tians. That many Jews, Mohammedans, and 
atheists practice these principles cannot be denied, 
while a still larger number assert their belief in 
them. Yet all of these people utterly repudiate 
Christ and every doctrine based upon his exist
ence. By this it is demonstrated again that 
there is nothing distinctively Christian in these 
;princi pies. 

4. The "first principles" of the Christian re
ligion are those truths best adapted to the com
prehension of beginners, Paul calls such princi
ples "milk," and the persons who have not mas
tered these principles he speaks of as being" babes." 
Heb. 5:12-14. Now, what did Paul teach first 
concerning the Christian religion?-"For I de
livered unto you first of all that which I also re
ceived, how that Christ died for our sins accord
ing to the Scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures," etc. 1 Cor. 15: 3, 4. Here, 
then, is one of "the first principles" (Heb. 5: 12 
-14) of the Christian religion according to the 
Scriptures. Are there any more of these princi
ples? "Therefore leaving the principles. of the 
doctrine Of Christ, let us go on unto perfection ; 
not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead wm·ks, and of f.aith toward God, of the 
doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, 
and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment." Heb. 6 : 1, 2. 

We have now found at least seven distinct 
principles of the Christian religion, and the last 
six a.re plainly declared to be "foundation" prin
ciples, and they are all " according to the Script
ures." 

Now if the friends of this religious amend
ment, in order to quiet the fears of the people, 
can without a twinge of conscience warp and 
compress the principles of the Christian religion 
into something which has not the slightest trace 
of distinctive Christianity in it, what is to hinder 
them from swelling those principles into an elab
orate creed, when once their amendment has 
been adop~ed ? If they will multiply the signa
ture of Cardinal Gibbons by 7,200,000, why will 
they not multiply the principles of the Christian 
religion to any desired extent? If the Blair 
amendment ever becomes a part of the National . 
Constitution, there is little doubt that the same 
energy will be displayed in expanding these 
principles that is now employed in reducing them 
to the principles of common civility. 

A. DELOS \V ESTCOTT. 

The Theory of Our Constitution Is the 
Right Theory. 

THE present theory of our Government is, that 
the Government recognizes the natural rights of 
man, as they exist in a state of nature and in the 
law of reason, and that the State only imposes 
that degree of restraint upon his action which is 
necessary to the uniform and reasonable conser
vation and enjoyment of private rights; that civil 
and religious liberty go hand in hand, and are 
the natural and absolute rights of the citizen, 
which no Government or human agency has 
power to question or deny. 

AUla ws, therefore, regulating the acts or con
duct of the citizen are made in harmony with 
these broad general principles. The citizen is 
dealt with in view of his ~:elation to society. The 
laws, therefore, regulate his conduct only so far 
as that conduct does, or may, affect society. Such 
laws are, therefore, prohibitory. There is no pur
pose in the penal laws to prevent or prohibit acts 
to be done, because the doing of them is morally 
wrong, having reference only to the person doing 
the act; but the purpose is to forbid the act, to 
protect society. 

To illustrate: The statute forbidding murder is 
not founded in any purpose to teach the moral 
wrong or sin of murder, but to protect society 
against the vicious. The penal laws are not in-

tended to teach moral lessons. In any act the 
citizen may do which affects only himself, the 
laws do not interfere. A man may take his own 
life, burn his property, may injure himself in his 
person and property in many ways, and from a 
vicious spirit, but so long as his act affects only 
himself the State does not interfere. The law 
punishes intoxication in a public place because it 
affects the public, but a man may become and re
main intoxicated in his own house at his pleasure 
and it is no offense, because then the act affects 
only himself. • Thus it is that all our penal laws 
are prohibitory, and based upon the principle 
that it is the province of the State to interfere 
only when the act of the citizen. affects the rights 
of others. 

The other principle is that in the regulation of 
men's moral conduct the power of the State ex
tends no higher than to require respect for those 
moral laws which the reason and judgment of 
mankind have approved as necessary imd proper 
in well-ordered society, and distinguishing such 
moral laws as those relating to the temporal well
being of society, and entirely disassociated from 
man's spiritual nature or his religious duties or 
obligations. Under this theory of government 
embodied in our Constitution the lines are clearly 
marked and the citizen has a guarantee of enjoy
ment of both civil and religious liberty. 

If the amendment as advocated by the Reform 
Association should be adopted, and other pro· 
visions of the Constitution made to harmonize 
with it, so that it would become operative, a dif
ferent theory of government would be introduced. 
The Christian religion would become a part of 
our fOndamental law, and the State would thereby 
become empowered to pass any laws regulating 
the conduct of citizens in conformity with it. Laws 
would be authorized requiring the citizen to at
tend the church or observe any religious rite or 
ceremony. The Sabbath might be made by law 
a day of gloom and cl1ill, and indeed almost any
thing concerning men's conduct (bounded by the 
Christian religion) which fanaticism might invent, 
or the religious enthusiast devise, would find a 
warrant in our national Constitution. - Such a 
theory is entirely incompatible with religious 
liberty, arid if carried to its logical results would 
eventually overthrow our system of government 
entirely; liberty of conscience would be without 
any guarantee of existence, and, if denied, civil 
liberty could not long surviv~. 

One of the most eminent commentators upon 
our American laws has said that civil and re
ligious liberty are so closely allied that either can
not long survive if the other be denied. The 
glory of our American Nation to-day, and that 
which commends it most strongly to the en
lightened judgment of mankind, is that universal 
civil and religious liberty it guarantees to its 
citizens. And any suggestion of change in our 
fundamental law which would make it possible to 
trench upon either should be spurned by the 
people and the church as an unmixed evil. 

Let us imagine the condition which might 
arise with the adoption of an amendment in gen
eral terms cngrafting the Christian religion upon 
our Constitution; or the adoption of Senator 
Blair's amendment requiring the principles of 
Christian religion taught in the public schools. 
What would be held to be the principles of Chris
tian religion ? and who ;'!hould determine it? If 
the court called to determine the question should 
be Catholic in religion, it ,might well determine 
that the principles of Christian religion were 
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those taught by that church; and this would 
manifestly not conduce to great harmony, but the 
decision would be given in that jurisdiction, and 
the Protestant would be taxed for the privilege of 
sending his children to the public schools to be 
there taught the principles of the religion of the 
Catholic Church. If the decision should be the 
other way, the Catholic, the Jew, and the un
believerwould be taxed for the privilege of having 
his children taught a religion he did not believe. 
In either case the exaction would be unjust, 
against natural right, and wholly subversive of 
religious liberty. Such a condition could not 
fail to breed discord and discontent and produce 
a disorderly state of society. 

What is the trouble with our state of society 
and system of government as it now is? I affirm 
that there is no trouble except that which arises 
from a disposition of impracticable people to make 
men better by legislative enactment; to reform 
men by law. If a man, because of vicious dis
position, or because of unbelief, will not observe 
the moral laws of the Christian religion, it is their 
assumed religious duty to compel him to do so by 
law. 

No man was ever made better in his nature be
cause of his being required by penal law to do a 
particular thing, or to refrain from any immor.al 
act. Men are not reformed with clubs. The State 
can deal with men only by the law of force; and 
through the agency of force reformation is im
possible,. because of man's very nature. Every in
telligent being has a spiritual nature, and in all 
matters relating to his moral conduct, with.a view 
to reformation, and" in all matters of religion, he 
.must be reached through this higher and better 
nature. The moving power of Christianity is the 
Jaw of love. The man who is impelled to ac
knowledge Christ through fear of eternal punish
ment is not a Christian. As the church has ad

. vanced with the intelligence of the people, and 
brought itself to the full recognition of this uni
versal law oflove, which is the foundation of the 
Christian religion, it has advanced in power and 
influence, and has a firmer hold upon the hearts 
and affections of the people. 

Laws which assume to regulate men's conduct 
in accordance with the moral laws of the Chris
tian religion are not respected or enforced when 
enacted. It may not be known to all of you 
that we have now, and have had for many years, 
a law to prohibit profanity. The law in sub
stance is as follows: "Whoever being over four
teen years of age profanely curses, swears, avers, 
or imprecates by or in the name of God, Jesus 
Christ, or the Holy Ghost, is guilty of profanity 
and shall be fined three dollars:' . :· . 

I''~ It will be ~~en that the law p~ohibits ~wearing 
in private as well as in public;. J;f the good citi
zen in the privacy of his own wood-shed, strikes 
at the nail in his hand, and hits the nail attached 
to his thumb, and, under the impulse of the 
moment, gives utterance to the words which first 
suggest themselves to him, he may be fined. 
This law has been in force since 1855, a~d its en
forcement has been so generally omitted that its 
existence as a law is not generally known. It 
would hardly stand a constitutional test, but it 
has not been questioned, presumably -because it 
has· never been in anybody's way. If the fines 
for all violations of this statute could be collected 
for only one day immediately succeeding any gen
eral election, there would be little use for any pro· 
vision for school funds by direct taxation. Nat
withstanding the general violation of this law, 

there has never been any general demand for its 
enforcement, and it seems to me the reason for 
this may be found in the recognized faci, that 
such law is not in harmony with our system of 
penal laws and the theory of government upon 
which they rest; that profanity is a sin against 
God, and that it is an offense affecting the person 
offending, and for which he should be held an
swerable to his God, and not to the State. . 

The national character will correspond with 
the character of the people composing the Nation, 
and if there is a tendency away from religious ob
servance in public affairs; if there is too little re-. 
gard for moral and Christian character in the 
selection of the officers chosen to administer public 
affairs, the fault is not in our system of government 
or in our laws, but is in the Christian people of 
the country who fail in their duty in, and attention 
to, governmental aft'lirs. 

I have no sympathy with religious teaching, 
which is entirely ethereal, and removes a man 
from active participation in the affairs of this life, 
but I am a believer in that kind of religion which 
takes hold of, and gives character to, all the affairs 
of life; that requires the same punctuality in the 
observance and performance of his duties as a man 
and citizen as in the duties pertaining to his 
spiritual life. · 

If the good Christian people will repudiate the 
idea that politics is a dirty pool, which contam
inates all who enter, and will, with Christian in
telligence, exert the power to which their numbers 
and influence entitle them, in all affairs of govern
ment, there will be no doubt as to the national 
characte¥, and there will he no difficulty in im
pressing the religious character of the people 
upon our laws and public observances, and there 
will be found ample room for all advancement in 
the character of our laws and those who execute 
them, which can be demanded by the intelligent 
Christian sentiment of the country within the 
wise limits placed in our fundamental law for the 
equal liberty and protection of all.-Hon. John 
L. Rupe, Richmond, Ind. 

The Law in Illinois against Saloons 
Being Kept Open on Sunday. 

THE so-called National Reform party, which 
is now putting forth such strenuous efforts to se
cure civil enactments compelling the better ob
servance of Sunday, offers as evidence of the neces
sity of such laws, the argument that saloons are 
kept open on Sunday, and that the people are 
powerless to prevent it. But, say they, secure to 
us the power delegated by such bills as that of 
Senator Blair, and we will have a lever by which 
we can compel every saloon to close its doors on 
Sunday. 

But in this State of Illinois a law already ex
ists which is sufficiently rigid to meet the demands 
of the case. It reads as follows:-

" Whoever keeps open any tippling-house, or place 
where liquor is sold or given away, upon the first day 
Qf the week, commonly called Sunday, shall ·be fined 
not exceeding $200."-Hurd's RevisedSta,tutes of 1885, 
page 424, section 259, 

This law is explicit enough, if properly en
forced, to close every saloon in the State. No 
saloon-keeper could afford to pay a fine of two 
hundred dollars imposed on him for opening his 
place of business. This is evident to all. Then 
the only reason why the saloons are open on Sun
day is because the statute laws are not enforced. 

Now if the laws already in existence are not 
enforced, why enact others? Would they be any 

more rigidly enforced, or help the matter in 
any way?-Certainly not. They too would be 
a dead letter on the statute· books. And why 
are not National Reformers crying out for the 
enforcement of those laws already in existence, 
instead of seeking to tinker up the Constitution 
and get more legislation on the same subject? 

While I believe that the saloons should be 
closed, not only on Sundays but all the time, I 
am confident that this is not the cherished object 
sought by the Reformers. The burden which 
rests upon their souliit>is that of securing religious 
legislation. This hue and cry about the saloons 
is simply a pretext behind which to hide the real 
character of their wicked work. Their real ob
ject is to so change the Constitution that religious 
liberty may be abridged, and all classes compelled 
by law to render homage to Su:r;day, and any 
other dogmas that the church, inflated by civil 
power, may see fit to fulminate. 

GEO, B. THOMP30N. 
Willow Hill. Ill. 

Under the Veil. 

[Should anyone be inclined to think the following 
article too severe on the popular churches, we would 
remind them that the writer, to use his own words in 
an article in a late number of the SENTINEr,, " for 
the last eighteen years has been a minister of a church 
which adheres strictly to the observance of the first 
day of the week." So we take it for granted that he 
knows whereof he speaks.-En.] 

IN connection with the question of religious 
legislation, it may not be amiss to pull aside the 
gauze that veils those " orthodox " churches 
which have arrayed themselves against the free
dom of conscience guaranteed by the Constitu
tion of our country. 

Talk about the "noisy Sabbath-breakers;" I 
have witnessed in the festiv&ls, or bacchanalian 
feasts, of some churches, proceedings that assumed 
the attitude of reveling and abominable idolatry, 
which was a great deal worse than Sabbath
breaking, because it was done in the name of 
religion. It is all right in their estimation to 
place brass rings (passed for gold) in cakes, and 
sell chances; to put up young ladies for sale at 
auction; run lotteries ; raffie for wax dolls and 
other foolish things, in the churches. But if it 
is done anywhere else, especially on Sunday, 
away they go to Cresar and petition him for a 
law to stop the "desecration." 

I have seen these very Christians go . from 
saloon to saloon begging for money to pay the 
pastor. So long as they continue such God
dishonoring practices they will make slow work of 
reforming others. Give me a million dollars, 
and if I were so. inclined, I could run a saloon 
and gambling-den, race horses, swear, drink 
whisky, move in the most fashionable society, be
long to the most popular church in th~ land, and 
be greeted as one "sound in the faith." 

I know that some of those churches that are 
striving to have their dogmas sustained by the 
Government are doing more harm in the world 
than downright infidelity. There are things 
practiced in some of the churches that are asking 
for the aid of human legislation, which would 
make the angels of perdition shout for joy. But 
because the world is cursed by the continual en
croachments of the seven-headed beast and his 
numerous images, it will not do to arraign the 
religion of Jesus Christ as being in any way re
sponsible for the counterfeit. Mr. Ingersoll may 
truthfully expose the vagaries of much of the 
sectarian folly, but I protest against his charging 
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the meek and lowly Nazarene with being the 
author of the popular religion that is being 
palmed off upon the people. 

The fact that the head of the Catholic Church 
in this country is in favor of the Blair measure, is 
sufficient of itself to show that there is something 
yet behind the screen even more to . be dreaded. 
There is plenty of work for preachers within the 

·confines of their legitimate calling, with oat seek
ing to control the affairs of the Government. 
Political preachers are of no benefit to the 
church or politics either. Fllse religion has al
ways opposed free government, and the self
styled orthodox churches ofto·day are no excep· 
tion to tlw rule. They want to be supported by 
the civil law, because they fear that in no other 
way can their future maintenance be assured. 
i:* Rome succeeded in wielding the scepter of ec
clesiasticism over the political powers. The ·Dark 
Ages followed. Then the Church of England fol
lowed in the same wake as far as she could. And 
with little exception the churches of America are 
trying to do the same thing, as a means of prop· 
ping up their tottering spiritual power by a union 
with the secular power of the State. 
rc Many are becoming tired of the corruptions 
practiced in the churches, and are retiring from 
all church relationship. I wonder if the law
seeking religionists, who wage such warfare upon 
all who will not go with them, ever think of the 
good men and women driven away into the bar
ren fields of the world, on account of false teach
ing and idol worship. Men of God will never 
hide behind the civil law; they. will never shrink 
from going boldly before the world upon the mer
its of what they teach. And I believe they will 
receive the aid and encouragement of all those 
who have viewed with sorrow the declining state 
of the church. When a man fails to carry his 
point by reason, argument, and testimony, he ought 
to retire from the field. Knowing, the weakness 
of many of these Blair-bill churches, I am not 
surprised at their skulking behind the civil law 
to get out of the light of honest investigation, 
but deliver me from the day when they shall 
haye gained the power to rule this Nation. · 

It has been over a century since the establish
ment of this Government; and during all that 
time the stand, the press, and the pulpit have vied 
with each other in lauding the grandeur, simplic
ity, and purity of its institutions. For all these 
years the Nation has prospered in a manner un
paralleled in all the annals of history. The 
fathers were satisfied to live and die in it. How 
is it, then, that men and women rise up in this, 
the zenith of its greatness, and ask for religious 
legislation,......,..that the church may dictate to the 
State,-something that would not have received 
a second thought by the framers of the Declara
tion of Independence and the Constitution of the 
United States ... The Blair bills offer an insult to 
all the wise, great, and good men who have lived 
and died in the past as sons of American freedom. 

:·' Repeatedly have the Roman Catholic dignita
ries virtually said, "Give us secular power, and 
religious liberty will be at an end in this country." 

· They had that power once, and such a reign of 
terror and despotism never was known before or 
since. In substance, · decaying Protestantism 
makes the same demand with a similar promise. 
There is as much to be feared from apostate Prot
estantism as from Rome itself. An· "image" to 
anything must bear an exact likeness to the thing 
itsel£ The two-horned beast of the prophecy is 
a second beast, not a second rising of the first 

beast; but it is to cause the people to make an 
image to the first beast. 

The leading Protestant churches have united 
under the specious pretext of "National Reform," 
for the purpose of securing a religious amend
ment to the Constitution. They say they wa!J.t 
to get God in the Constitution; but the truth is, 
it is their church dogmas they want to get in, so 
they may be enforced by law. If they would try 
to get the Spirit of God in their churches, it 
would be more to their credit, and more beneficial 
to the country at large. Then they would be dis
posed to respect the rights of their neighbors, 
whether Christians or infidels. 

If this Nation is not a Christian Nation, all the 
human law possible in the world cannot make it 
so. It is the business of the church to make 
Christians, through the truth, and not the business 
of the civil law. The National Reform idea is, 
.to catch every man and brand him, "This is a 
Christian.'' If they should get into Heaven, they 
would want to have inserted in the statute-books, 
"This is a Christian Nation," and if they finally 
get to the other destination, they will probably 
make the same demand there. 

B. A. SMITH. 

The Evils of Enforced Sunday-· 
Keeping. 

THE Washington (Iowa) Press of May 8 has 
an editorial article on the Sunday question from 
which we quote a single paragraph, not because 
we fully agree with the sentiment, but for the 
sake . of comment. After referring to the order 
discontinuing the Sunday freight trains on the 
New York Central Railroad, the Press says:-

"The experiment will be an interesting one. Work
ingmen do not usually 'rest' on Sunday, even if 
not at work. If not at work, they are lounging, too 
many of them dissipating, and by Sunday night they 
are more used up than if they had been at their.rou
tine work, just as national holidays fatigue people 
ri:wre than their accustomed work. As a rule, people 
are never so well and virtuously engaged as when at 
work. Work, labor, is one of the saviours of the race. 
The idle classes are the vicious classes. If men would 
rest on Sunday, have harmless, cheerful, social relaxa
tion, flop down on the grass or lounge and read and 
doze, or visit, Sunday would be a rest-day. But sup
pose they spend Sunday in saloons, or in dissipation, 
as thousands of folks do when on their regular round 
ofservice, whatadvantageisSundaytothem? Morally 
and physically considered, they'd far better be at work 
on Sunday than acting that way. So fur as our obser
vation goes, people do not' rest' on Sunday. Business 
men are still scheming, and it's thinking, worrying, 
that tires. And for those that dissipate there is no 
rest. Dissipation is the hardest, toughest kind of 
work. It uses up tissue, not to speak of virtue faster 
than anything else. Those who make a holiday of 
Sunday, go on excursions, go to picnics, beer-gardens, 
etc., are more fugged out by Sunday night than if 
they'd been in the shop all day. For tens of thou
sands Sunday is not a rest-day, but a license day." 

There is of course much truth in this para- · 
graph. There is little benefit to be derived from 
enforced idleness upon Sunday. We would not, 
however, deprecate Sabbath-keeping in the least. 
But in what the Press has said can be clearly 
seen the evil which will arise from the program 
which has been mapped out by the National Re
formers when they compel all to rest whether 
they are conscientious in doing so or not. We 
believe that the original object of the Sabbath 
was not rest but worship. When God created 
the heavens and the earth, he blessed and sancti· 
fied the seventh day, setting it apart as a memorial 
of God's creative work, that his creatures in 
keeping it might be reminded that he did. create 
all things, and thus their worship would be di-

rected to him. Of courl!e where the Sabbath is 
observed from such a motive as this, nothing but 
good can come of it. But to compel those who 
have no reverence for God, and who do not re
gard him as the Creator, to abstain from labor one 
day in seven, is simply to cause them to cast about 
for some means of killing time. And it is tGo 
often the case that this is found in dissipation. One 
of the evils complained of which is most sought 
to be remedied by Sunday laws is this dissipati~n. 
First, they make laws which compel people to be 
idle. Then when those who are idle walk after 
their natural inclinations and make Sunday 
a day of revelry instead gf a day of rest, other 
laws must be made compelling them to spend the 
day as those in power think most fitting. And 
as that which is desired is to secure their attend
ance at church, the natural conclusion would be 
that laws will be demanded requiring everybody 
to attend church. Indeed, some have gone al
most to that extent already, because it has been 
proposed in so many"words to hedge up the ave
nues of pleasure to such an extent that people 
will go to church rather than do nothing. Vv e 
would be glad indeed to see everybody attend 
church. We believe it a good practice, and in 
some respects even adulterated Christianity is bet
ter than none at all, but we are assured that noth· 
ing but evil could result from coercing people in 
matters of religion. But coercion is the natural 
sequence of regulating Sunday-keeping by law. 

Why They Demand Them. 
----· 

THE West End, a pape; published in SaiP 
Francisco, mentions a recent failure to enforce 
the Sunday law in Chicago, and says that such 
attempts are criminal, for they work a hardship 
on a few who are obliged to close, and on the 
public in general; and also that their enforcement 
brings other laws into contempt. We do not 
know that Sunday laws should be cqndemned be
cause of the difficulty in enforcing them, because 
there ar~ some other laws which might be con
demned for the same reason. But certain it is 
that Sunday is not a proper subject of legislation, 
for the reason that it is a religious institution, and 
were it not, no one would think of demanding that 
its observance be regulated by law. In fact, no 
one ever asked that it be so regulated for any 
other reason until, within the past few years, they 
have been driven to set up the claim that it is a 
sanitary measure, for the reason that the people 
will not submit to religious legislation. The 
trouble in enforcing Sunday laws is that the ma
jority of the people are not in sympathy with the 
purpose for which they are passed. And this is 
one reason why they work a hardship upon a few 
while they fail ~o restrain the many. They are 
only spasmodically enforced, and it is generally 
the case that they are made effective only against 
those who will not stoop to such evasions as are 
commonly practiced by those who find their way 
into the pulice courts. Every effort to make Sun
day lawfl. effective simply furnishes another argu· 
ment against them. · 

LET the National Legislature once perform an 
act which involves the decision of a religious con
troversy, and it will have passed its legitimate 
bounds. The precedent will then be established, 
and the foundation laid, for that usurpation of the 
divine prerogativ~_ in this country, which has 
been the dissolving scourge to the fairest portions 
of the Old World.- U. S. Senate Report, 1829. 
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Special Notice. 

A NEW$PAPER clipping which we have just 
received from Arizona, states that one W. A. 
Cuddy, ex-chaplain of the Legislature of that Ter
ritory, 'is engaged in evangelistic work in Tucson, 
and that he is the representative of the AMERI
CAN SENTINEL. We have heard of Mr. Cuddy 
before, and we wish to state that he does not rep
resent the AMERICAN SENTINEL. He has no au
thority whatever from us to represent this paper 
either as a business agent or otherwise. We 
wish all to make a note of this. · 

ELLIOTT F. SHEPARD, president of the so
called Sabbath Union, is charged by the New 
York Sun with patronizing street-cars on Sunday. 
It seems to us that the man who is endeavoring 
to compel everybody to rest on Sunday should 
not encourage th~ "desecration" which he so per
sistently condemns in others. 

REv. W. D. GRAY, secretary of the Missouri 
National Reform Convention recently held at 
Sedalia, said : " I do not believe that Governments 
derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, and so the object of this movement is an 
effort to change that feature in our fundamental 
law." The convention did not dissem from this 
declaration of purpose: Mr. Crafts, field secre
tary of the American Sabbath Union, and Mr. 
Gault, district secretary of the National Reform 
Association, were both present, aud neither of 
them offered any protest. 

THE Ohr·istian Oynosure, speaking ofthe Amer
ican republics, says: "On every hand they see 
the growing power of the people bursting the 
bonds of qpnventionality and the shackles of des
potic power." Then their eyes must be blinded 
to the work of National Reformers, which the 
Oynosureindorses. That work, as defined by Rev. 
W. D. Gray, secretary of the Missouri Convention, 
is. an effort to change the feature in our funda
mental law which recognizes that Governments 
derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed. If that movement succeeds, the "burst
ing of" the l!hackles of despotic power" will be at 
an end,_ 

'THE Chrt:Stian Nation, a National Reform or
gan, expresses great astonishment at the moral 
weakness shown by Mr. Parnell in admitting that 
he told a lie in the House of Commons. The 
Nation says: "We have been a firm believer in, 
and friend of, Mr. Parnell, but we have only 
contempt for a man who can unblushingly play 
fast and loose with the truth. Unhappy Ireland,' 
with such a leader ! " If Ireland is unhappy 
with such a leader what must be the condition 
of the National Reformers? The Nation should · 
remember Rev. W. F. Crafts, D. D., and that he is 
prominent in National Reform councils, and field 
secretary of the American Sabbath Union. 
,There is one difference, however, between Mr. 
Purnell and Mr. Crafts, the former has been 

honest enough to acknowledge his prevarications, 
but ibe latter, though convicted repeatedly oy 
the stern logic of facts, still persists in his evil 
ways. Unhappy Sabbath Union with such a 
leader l 

WHEN the National Reformers, after "re
peated advances," shall have succeeded in induc
ing the Catholics to "join hands" with them, they 
will find their much coveted acquisition a very 
unwieldy element. Much as the Catholics adore 
Sunday, they have their own peculiar ideas ofits 
observance, and sometimes those ideas are not 
averse to quite noisy demonstration. The follow
ing complaint is entered against them by the 
Christian Oynosure of May 23:-

" Last Sabbath the Catholic Church gave another 
evidence of its power over Chicago. Under the charge 
of the Romish order known as the Christian Brothers, 
an institution has been organized, called De La Salle 
Institute. The corner-stone was laid last Sabbath, 
with all the pomp, ceremony, parade, and desecration 
of the day possible, either for the Catholic Church, 
the Orangemen, or the Knight Templar Masons. An 
immense procession of Catholic societies, flags, ban• 
ners, and regalia, with twenty-two brass bands, 
paraded the streets and filled the whole south side of 
the city with tumult, noise, and confusion from one 
o'clock till six. The reporters counted the crowds by 
the hundred thousand." 

When, under the anticipated millennium of N a
tiona! Reform rule, the nominally Protestant fac
tion shall undertake to inaugurate "the ideal 
Sabbath of the Puritans," there will undoubtedly 
be a conflict. Then the party that has been 
catered to all the way through will naturally ex
pect that process to continue. 

THROUGH the kindness of a gentleman in 
Washington City we have received a copy of the 
"Notes of Hearings" before the United States 
Committee on Education and Labor on the Blair 
resolution, proposing an amendment to the Con
stitution respecting the establishment of religion 
in the public schools~ This is the proposed 
amendment which is to guarantee the teach
ing of the principles of the Christian religion in 
the public schools-or, rather, what an assembly 
of ecclesiastics shall say are the principles of the 
Christian religion. The committee held two hear
ings, Febuary 15 and 22, 1889. The first Sleems 
to have been held in response to a request by the 
National Reform Association. T. P. Stevenson, of 
that association ; James D. King, D. D., of New 
York, representing the American brarich of the 
Evangelical Alliance; Geo. K. Morris, D. D., of 
Philadelphia; Rev. W. M. Glasgow, of Baltimore; 
J. N. McCurdy, D. D., of Philadelphia; C. R. 
Blackall, M. D., of Philadelphia; and Wm. S. 
Morris, M. D., of Philadelphia, presented argu
ments. At the second, there appeared a sub-com
mittee of the Committee of One Hundred, of Bos
ton, composed of Rev. PhilipS. Moxom, Rev. Jas. 
B. Dunn, and Rev. J. H. Beard, urgently to plead 
for the adoption of the .proposed amendment. 
There are quite a number of points that appear in 
the notes to which we shall call the attention of the 
readers of the AMERICAN SENTINEL from time to 
time. Because, as the readers of the SENTINEL 
probabJy understand full well, in the very nature 
of the case, there was oot a single valid argument 
presented in favor of the proposed amendm.ent, for 
the very good reason that no such argument ever 
can be presented. Yet the discussion is of great 
importance to the people to know just what is 
said in favor of it, and what efforts are being 
made to secure its passage. 

They Must Interfere with Somebodv. 

THE San Francisco Weekly Star, of June 1, 
notes the fact that at a regular meeting of the 
Congregationalist Ministers' C1ub, held on May 
27, there was a discussion on the quesl!ion. of Sun
day keeping. Says the Star:-

" Opinion varies greatly, thus, Rev. J. Kimball 
wanted an old-fashioned Puritan Sm:i.day and a Sun
day law accordingly. Dr. W. C. Pond did not believe 
in a Sunday law. Rev. J. Powell also said he did not 
want a law to protect God's rights, and he blamed 
Christians themselves for violating Sunday. Rev. J. 
G. Cruzan, besides showing how Christ violated the 
Sabbath laws of his times, argued that Sunday should 
be observed according to the times in which we live. 
Rev. H. H. Wikoff followed to the, same effect, and 
even justified Sunday base-ball, provided the players 
are not Christians. But the club agreed to ask Gen
eral Miles to prevent the military band from playing 
for parties on Sunday." · 

It seems that while the ministers were not 
agreed as to how Sunday should be observed, or 
indeed as to whether it should be observed at all 
or not by some persons, they could not restrain 
their inherent disposition to interfere with some
body in regard to Sunday keeping, and as the 
laws of this State do not allow them to meddle · 
with the private affairs of their fellow-citizens, 
they evidently intend to be satisfied for the pres
ent with seeing to it that the military band do not 
desecrate this day which the ministers are un
certain should be kept. We do not know just 
what Mr. Cruzan said, but it is certain that he 
did not show from the Scriptures that Christ vio
lated the Sabbath laws of his time. The only 
Sabbath law then in existence, and the only di
vine Sabbath law ever in existence, was the fourth 
commandment, and Christ said explicitly, "I have 
kept my Father's commandments." If, in the 
face of this, any man will say that Christ vio
lated the Sabbath law, he simply says he does not 
believe the words of Christ. We cannot think 
that Mr. Cruzan is ready to .take that position. 

AH ! that accounts for it. In the circular let· 
ter sent to the press of the country by the general 
passenger agent of the New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad, inregard to the cessa· 
tion of Sunday trains on the Vanderbilt system, 
he says:-

" This will give a large number of men an oppor· 
tunity to attend church and secure a well-earned rest, 
and the railways interested are entitled to great credit 
for this movement." 

This self-attributed glory will of course pass 
current in many circles, but the Inter-Ocean, un
wittingly, very nearly spoils the "great credit" 
fancy, in the following prosaic sentence: "The 
railway companies are gradually coming to the 
conclusion that it is not only proper, but profit· 
able, to observe the Sabbath and refrain from do· 
ing business on that day." 
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A FEARFUL fallacy runs all through the" Na
tional Reform" movement- a fallacy that has 
JiglJted all the fires of persecution of the awful past. 
God save America from the fanaticism of these new 
leaders, who are again trying to unite Coosar and 
Christ. Our fathers builded wisely when they 
gave u~a purely secular Constitution. Baptists 
should awake to the danger in the so-called "re
form."- 0. E. W. Dobbs, in Journal and Messen
ger (Baptist), Cincinnati. 

THE Kansas City ministers hesitate. When 
Mr. Crafts was in that city a few weeks ago, he 
appeared before the Ministers' Alliance and gave 
a detailed account of the workings of the National 
Reform Association in this country. The Sedalia 
Gazette says: "A motion was made to adopt 
measures to aid in carrying out the ideas of the 
association, and the motion carried, but was recon
sidered ttfter the reflection that it was well enough 
for the preachers to be individually interested in 
the movement, but not as a body.'' 

· MR. CRAFTS always speaks of minorities in the 
most contemptible manner. He never deigns to 
accord them any rights whatever-if they happen 
to be opposed to his Sunday Government scheme. 
On his own theory, he ought to stop his clamoring 
for legislation to bind the consciences of the ma

.jority, which he knows is against this tyrannical 
work. But this utter contempt for the rights of 
opponents, be they many or few, shows the char
acter of the Government we shall have when the 
National Reformers shall have become successful. 

••• 
NICARAGUA is a National Reform country, 

that is, it is afflicted with a union of Church and 
State. But for a few years past a national ref
ormation has been in progress, and the little 
republic, occupying a conspicuous place on the 
connecting link between the Americas, aspires 
to real civilization and real nationship. An en
terprising spirit has been engendered among the 
people, and improvement is the order of the day. 
However, in the effort to rise to a higher rank 
among the Nations of earth, the Church and 
State incubus proves to be, a real clog; and an 
effort to Bever the unrepublican alliance is being 
. mad~. We. hope t~e effort will . be successful. 
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But what a contrast is here presented with the 
so-called National Reform sought in the United 
States I The leaders of the one are moving 
heaven and earth to drag this country into the 
same mire of church domination from which the 
other is striving to become extricated. 

Mr. Crafts and the Petitioners Again. 

IN the Christian Statesman of May 30, Mr. 
Crafts has a loug article concerning the petitions 
against a National Sunday law. 'N e have al
ready noticed at some length, in the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL, the statements that Mr. Crafts has 
made in his speeches, but inasmuch as he keeps 
reiterating them, we can do no less than' follow 
him up. He says of the counter-petition that it 
"wouM be unworthy of the attention of the relig
ious press, but for the fact that in many cases it 
has deceived the very elect." We wish to no
tice first his charge of deception. The petition 
which he says deceives the people, reads as fol
lows:-

" We, the undersigned, adult residents of the 
United States, 21 years of age or more, hereby respect
fully, but earnestly, petition your honorable body not 
to pass any bill in regard to the observance of the 
Sabbath, or Lord's day, or any other religious or ec
clesiastical institution or rite; nor to favor in any 
way the adoption of any resolution for the Amend
ment of the National Constitution that would in any 
way tend, either directly or indirectly, to give prefer
ence to the principles of any religion, or of any relig
ious body above another, or that will in any way sanc
tion legislation upon the subject of religion, but that 
the total separation between religion and State, as
sured by the National Constitution as it now is, may 
forever remain as our fathers established it." 

We cannot see what there is about this that 
would deceive anybody. All there is to it is 
stated plainly on the face of it. It asks nothing 
more nor less than that Congres;; shall not enact 
any Sunday laws, nor indulge in any kind of relig
ious legislation, nor favor any amendment of the 
Constitution that would in any way discriminate 
in matters of religion. Those ~~·ho are opposed 
to such legislation, and who believe that it will 
work disastrously, sign the petition. Those who 
want reli~ious legislation, and who favor action 
tending t.tJward a union of Church and State, are 
naturally opposed to the petition. That is all 
there is to it. But Mr. Crafts says:-

" The counter-petition is not technically a false
hood, but it is certainly calculated to give the false 
impression that the petition which millions of us 
have been urging before the National Congress, in
cludes a proposition to enforce Sabbath observance as 
a religious or ecclesiastical institution or rite, and also 
a proposition to weaken the present guarantees of our 
Constitution against a union of Church and State." 

But the counter-petition makes no reference 
whatever to the petition which Irir. Crafts is cir
culating. It says nothing about it. It does not 
even imply that such a petitiov is being circu • 

lated. It makes no reference to any action that 
has been taken or that is being taken. It simply 
asks Congress not to do a certain thing. It asks 
Congress to secure the maintenance of the separa
tion between religion and the State just as it was 
provided by the men who framed the Constitu
tion. Mr. Crafts thinks that this is aimed at his 
petition. If that is what he is working for, then 
this counter-petition is against it; but if he is op
posed to a union of Church and State, as he 
would have us believe, then the petition does not 
affect him or his work in the least. 

But it will be urged that the petition requests 
Congress not to pass any Jaw in favor of the 
Lord's day; and Mr. Crafts says that it conveys 
the false impression that the American Sabbath 
Union includes a proposition to enforce Sabbath 
observance as a religious ordinance. But the 
Sabbath is solely a religious ordinance, and if 
Sabbath observance be e1~oined, it cannot be en
joined in any other way than as a religious or
dinance; and Mr. Grafts said so in his speech be
fore the general assembly of the Knights of La
bor, which we have referred to many tinies. He 
stated that Sunday rest could not be secured ex
cept on the basis of moral obligation. The Rev. 
Dr. Sunderland, who is one of the leading spirits 
in this Sunday crusade, says that it is simply im
possible to have merely a civil Sunday without 
the religious features. 

Dr . .Herrick Johnson, who is another leader in 
the movement, says that to base the Sabbath, 
meaning of course Sunday laws, on mere human 
expediency is to base it on sand, and that wlule 
it may be proper to use the argument of' expedi
ency in influencing a certain class of men, it can 
never be permanently kept on such a basis, and 
that the anchorage of this movement is in the di
vine nature of the institution. And Mr. Shep· 
ard, the president of the Sunday Association, 
says that the only object of the organization 
should be to preserve the Christian Sabbath as a 
day of rest and worship, and that laws framed to 
protect the weekly rest-day will fail to accomplish 
their full purpose when denied this moral basis. 
Therefore, from the admissions of the advocates of 
the Sunday law, the passage of the law would be 
to unite religion and the State. So that although 
the counter-petition mentions in particular laws 
in regard to the observance of the Sabbath, it 
may t~uly be said that the only thing that the 
counter-petition protests against, is the union of 
Church and State. So then, it would not be mis
leading in the least, if it positively declared that 
the Sunday law petition is a movement for the 
union of Church and State. 

Here is a simple proposition that we will re
state. The counter-petition protests against a 
movement looking toward a union of Church and 
State. Mr. Crafts and his fellows say that tbey 
are strenuously opposed to any union of Church 
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and State. Then they ought to be in favor of 
this petition. But the fact that they themselves 
call it a counter-petition shows that they regard 
it as directly opposed to their -petition; and the 
fact that they themselves are bitterly opposed to 
this petition against a union of Church and State, 
shows that they themselves are strenuously work
ing for that very thing. 

Mr. Crafts says that his petition "simply asks 
a law to protect the people in their right to a 
weekly day of rest, without requiring of anyone a 
religiousobservance of the day, and without hin
dering those who observe another day from either 
worshiping on that day, or working on the first 
day of the week-unless the work be of such a 
nature, shop-keeping for instance, as will inter
fere with the general rest." 

Now, we ask, what necessity is there to ask for 
a law to protect the people in their right to a 
weekly day of rest? Who is attempting to de
prive them of it? Who could deprive them of it 
if the attempt were made? Who can stop people 
from keeping a weekly rest-day if they want to 
keep it? These questions answer themselves. 
There is no law in the country to hinder any
body from resting on Sunday if he wants to, and 
there are very strict laws to preserve to the peo
ple their liberty to rest undisturbed. Can the 
ministers keep the rest-day?-Certainly. It has 
never been claimed that their right to worship 
undisturbed has been interfered with. Can the 
people rest on the Sunday? They can if they 
want to. Then in what does the desired protec
tion consist? Simply in forcing those to observe 
it wlw do not want to keep it. That is all. But 
this is an unchristian act, in that it is doing to 
others what the doers would protest against if 
tried upon them, and also in that it can result in 
nothing else but the manufacture of infidels. It 
will have this result in two ways. First, by dis
gusting people by such unchristian methods car
ried on under the name of Christianity, and sec
ond, by substituting a form of Christianity for 
real service to God. 

It is not simply desired to force unbelievers to 
keep the day so as not to disturb those who wish 
to keep it, but it is desired to prevent church
members from breaking the day, for the indict
ment charged against the Sunday newspaper is 
that it is a continual temptation thrown in the 
way of church-members, and leads them to neg
lect church duties. .Again and again we have 
seen it stated in religious journals that the Sun
day newspapers could not exist if it were not for 
the patronage of church-members. Therefore 
the desire about suppression of Sunday newspa
pers is that these weak-kneed professed Christians 
may not be tempted to belie their profession. In 
other words they ask the State to discipline 
their church-members. So that the protection 
they want is not to the Sunday, nor to the right 
of the people to observe the Sunday, but to the 
churches. 

Notice that Mr. Crafts says that while they 
want this SmJday law, they don't desire to hinder 
those who observe another day from working on 
the first day of the week, unless the work be of 
such a nature, shop-keeping for instan~e, as will , 
interfere with the general rest. But how will , 
shop-keeping interfere with the general rest? .A 
man may have a store and keep it open and not 
interfere with anyone, if he does not go out on 
the street and drag people into it. If he re
mains in his store, as reputable dealers usually do 
and· waits upon people who volu:qtarily come. i~. 

to do business, he certainly does not interfere 
with anybody's rest. The whole scl1eme of this ·· 
Sunday legislation seems to be based on the idea 
that the people, church-members as well as 
others, are bent on doing as they please on Sun
day, and that if any possible chance is given 
them to do business or seek pleasure they will 
run after it, and that to keep them to anything 
like an observance of Sunday, every possibility to 
break it must be taken out of the way, so that it 
will be impossible for them to do work or find 
amusements. What business has the State to say 
what kind of work a man may do upon a certain 
day? The statement ·that they do not intend to 
stop any work except that which will interfere 
with the general rest, is a mere blind to cover up 
their design to stop everything. For it is certain 
that if so quiet an occupation as shop-keeping 
will interfere with the general rest, there is noth
ing that will not be considered as interfering 
with it. 

Mr. Cr,afts further states that the wording of 
the Blair Sunday bill, as originally presented, 
showed that it was designed to promote the relig
ous obser;ance of the day, "but only by giving 
opportumty for the culture of conscience on the 
part of those who desired it through the general 
suspension of public business." .As much as to 
say that a man could not cultivate his conscience 
if somebody else were working. Mr. Crafts must 
be one of those unfortunate individuals who 
think that religion is a matter for Sunday only, 
for• he doesn't propose to hinder people from la
boring six days in the week, yet he implies that a 
man can't develop his conscience unless every
body stops working. The thing is absurd on.the 
face of it. It simply shows an effort to try to 
find an excuse for an· unjust, oppressive law; but 
the excuse is so thin that it only makes more 
apparent the weakness and injustice. of the case. 

Again Mr. Crafts says:- ' 
"It was stated in the hearing of the chief promoter 

of th~ counter-petitio~ four months and a half ago, at 
the time of the W ashmgton Convention and hearing 
that the word 'promote ' in this connection would b~ 
changed to ' protect,' so that public worship so far as 
t?is bill. is concern~~· wou~d ~mply have that protec
tiOn whiCh any legitimate msbtution of the American 
people is entitled to on that day." 

'V e have no patience with any such quibbling 
as this. Mr. Crafts knows as well as anybody 
that public worship is already granted more pro
tection than any other institution on any day of 
the week. There are the most severe laws 
against the disturbance of public religious assem
blies. The bill had no reference to protection of 
public worship, and was not designed for any 
such purpose. We say this without any reserva
tion, because if all the burden these men had 
were simply the protection of public worship, they 
would be content with the laws already existing. 
No one would ever think of petitioning Congress 
to pass a law making it a crime to commit mur
der, because there are abundant laws in every 
State concerning that. And so the fact that re
ligious worship is already protected, abundantly 
shows that when Congress votes this law, they 
have something else in view entirely, that is not 
the protection of worship, but the enforcement of 
the religious observance-of the. day, just as the 
bill itself says. 

But 1\fr. Crafts continues:-· 
"Those who are urging this' counter-petition by 

voice and pen attempt to enlist yet others in their 
motl~y army, by declaring what is as ridiculous as it· 
is false, that the Sabbath-rest movement is onlv a 
preparatory step to a further measure compelling 

everybody to attend church on the first day of the 
week." 

It i~ true that the charge has been repeatedly 
made m the AMERICAN SENTINEL and elsewhere 
that the whole tendency of this Sunday-law 
movement is. toward compulsory church atten l
ance. These arguments have never been met, 
and no attempt has 'been ·made to meet them. 
.And now when Mr. Crafts· notices the charge he 
simply says that it is ridiculous and false. · But a 
simple statement like that does not meet the 
case at all. The .AMERICAN SENTINEL has not 
made any statements concerning the motives of 
those who desire Sunday legislation, but has sim
ply declared what this thing would inevitably 
lead to. If it had said that they deliberately in
tend to enforce church attendance, of course they 
could say that they do not, and that would be 
sufficient; but when we charge upon their move
ment, that it will necessarily result in compulsory 
church attendance, they cannot turn aside the 
force of this charge by simply asserting that it is 
absurd. The duty devolves upon them to show 
wherein it is absurd. . · 

Now we will' just make a very brief argument 
that has before been made in support of this 
charge, and then will ask Mr. Crafts to show its 
absurdity. We talm first the statement made by 
Mr. Crafts himself at the first hearing before the 
Senate Committee. He said :-

" The postmaster-general agrees with me and stated 
this morning, that it should not be possible for any 
post-master in this country to run the United States 
post-office as a rival and competitor and ~ntagonist 
of the churches. The law allows the post-office to be 
kept open during the church hours unless the first 
mail of the day comes during those hours. If it 
comes five minutes or more before the church serv
ice begins, the post-office can be run and is run in 
many cases all through church hours, as the rival and 
competitor and antagonist of the churches." "A law 
forbiddin¥ the opening of the United States post
office durmg the usual hours of public worship would 
remedy this difficulty, and would be better than 
nothing; but we desire more than this. The law 
should also take from the local post-master the power 
to keep his employes at work at such hours as would 
prevent them from going to church." 

The idea of this is that the keeping open of 
the post-offices on Sqnday prevents employes 
from going to church. Now suppose that the 
law is secured, and the post-offices are closed and 
the clerks do not then attend church. It win be 
seen then that the reason why people work on 
Sunday instead of going to church is because 
they would rather do so. The Sunday-law peo
ple understand this just as well as we do, but 
that does not satisfy them. The churches must 
be attended. Now we submit as a reasonable. 
proposition that .if the post-offices are closed for 
the sole purpose of getting the employes to 
c_hurch, and that move does not succeed in get
ting them to church, then the next step will be 
t~ try some othe~ method, and if that fails to try 
still another, until they have a simple, direct law 
requiring everyone unconditionally to attend 
church on Sunday. Then they will have just 
what Mr. Crafts at-the Washington Convention 
said they desired to have,-" the ideal Sabbath of 
the Puritans." 

Again, the Rev. Henry Wilson, at the Elo-in 
Convention, ~aid plainly, while arguing for ~he 
Sunday law, "The industries of the world should 
be silent one day in seven that the toiler may 
hear the invitation of the Master, Come unto me 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will 
give you rest, and that the temple of God may 
be built without the _sound of the hammer." It 
is a simple statement that all they want the Sun-
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day law for is that people may go to church. 
They want the people to hear their version of the 
invitation of the Master; but suppose the toiler 
does not care to hear that invitation, even when he 
is forcibly compelled to desist from l~bor. Why, 
then, they will necessarily take steps to compel 
him to listen. k 

In the same line was the complaint made by 
Dr. M. C. Briggs, in a Sunday-law meeting held 
in Oakland a Jew years ago. He said in sub
stance, " You relegate the teaching of morals to 
the churches, and then make it impossible for us 
to teach the people, by allowing them to go where 
they please." • 

Now, if Mr. Crafts thinks tl1at the charge that 
the, Sunday-law movement will result in compell
ing people to attend church is absurd and false, 
we will give him space in the AMERICAN SENTi-
NEL to show it. · 

One more point we will notice, and tl1en we 
will leave Mr. Crafts for the present. He says: 

"The laws of our statute books that re-enact the 
seventh commandment are as distinctly Biblical in 
their origin as the laws that re-enact a part of the 
fourth commandment." 

We would ask what the necessity is for the re
enactment of either the seventh or the fourth 

· commandment. Nay, what possibility is there 
for the re-enacting of ·either of these command
ments, or for any other commandment of the dec
alogue? Those commandments never have been 
abrogated. They stand as firm as when first 
given by the Almighty. ,, Therefore there is no 
necessity"' for their re-enactment, and certainly it 
would be the height of presumption for any body 
of men to presume to re-enact laws given by the 
Creator. To assume that the State can do such 
work is to place it not ·only equal with God; but 
above God ; and this assumption on the part of 
Mr. Crafts shows the work in which he is engaged 
to be papal in its character; · Not only so, but it 
shows that Mr. Crafts and those who are labor
ing with him to the same end hl!>ve no under
standing of the commandments, or they would 
not make so ridiculous an assumption as that 
the State can either enact or re-enact them. 

Still further, such a statement shows that those 
who make it are preparing to sink not only 
themselves but the whole people into the grossest 
immorality under the garb of Christianity. And 
here is the proof. The State can enforce only 
outward obedience to the commandments; but 
simply outward obedience to the commandments 
is no obedience at all. A man may be the gross
est libertine, and still not commit any violation 
of the seventh commandment of which the 
State could take any notice. Yet, Mr. Crafts 
says that the laws of the State do re-enact the 
seventh and fourth commandments. This shows 
then, so great a misunderstanding of the com
mandments as to suppose that they require only 
such service as the State can enforce. Therefore, 
since the law of God is the standard of morality, 
those who hold with Mr. Crafts that the State 
can "re-enact" and enforce that law, will con
sider themselves moral if they comply with as 
much of that law as the State can enforce, that is, 
if they simply observe it outwardly. In other 
words, they wil~ be in the very same condition as 
were the scribes and Pharisees, of whom Christ 
says, "Ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which 
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within 
full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 
Even so ye also appear outwardly righteous unto 
men, ·but within ye are full of hypocrisy and in-

J 
iquity." If this charge is .a severe one', the re-
sponsibility of it rests with Mr. Crafts and his 
fellows, and not with us. E. J, w. 

What Is Sectarianism? 

SENATOR BLAIR's proposed amendment to the 
Constitution is to the e:fitlpt that no sectarian re
ligion shall be taught inthe public schools. Yet 
the men who went to Washington to plead for the 
adoption of that amendment, argued before the 
committee entirely from a Protestant standpoint 
upon a Protestant basis, and in behalf of Protes
tantism as directly opposed to Catholicism. The 
proof is abundant. George K. Morris, D. D., of 
Philadelphia, said to the committee:-

" I ask your attention to the fact that on this matter 
of the proposed constitutional amendment the country 
stands divided along a line indicated by the evangeli
cal church bodies on one side and the Roman Catho
lic Church on the other." · 

The argument of James M. King, D. D., who 
represented the Evangelical Alliance, was aimed 
directly at "Jesuit attempts to misrepresent and 
blacken the schools," "Jesuit attempts to drive 
the Bible from the schools," and "the hostility of 
Jesuits to American institutions." He attacked 
the" Ultramontane boasts," and exposed "the low 
civilization of the Catholic colony in New York." 
He declared:-

" The testimony of statesmen, political economists, 
and historians . . . warns us as a people to be
ware of the Jesuits and lntramontanes." 

In short, there was not a single argument pre
sented by any one of the men who spoke in favor 
of the amendment, that was not aimed directly at 
the Roman Catholic Church and its doctrines, 
nor o~:~e that was not intentionally made. directly 
antagonistic to that church and her doctrines. 
And yet they pretended all the time to be arguing 
in favor of what they called a "broad tolerant 
Christianity," and pleaded for the adoption of an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States forbidding any use whatever of any public 
money in support of instruction in any religion 
sectarian in its character. 

From the facts in the case, as they appear on 
the face of the record, the manifest conclusion is 
that these men must hold that Catholicism is 
sectarian while Protestantism is not. In other 
words tltat the. religion of the majority is not 
sectarian. According to their own proceeding, 
it is apparent that if that resolution were adopted 
the question that is to be settled by it, instead of 
being so, would be more unsettled than it has 
ever yet been in this country ; because if that. 
amendment were adopted, as it is the religion of 
the majority only which is non-sectarian, there 
would arise an inevitable religio-political contest 
amongst the religious bodies, to determine which 
could secure the majority, by which alone it 
could prove that it was not sectarian. The truth 
is, that the arguments of those men before the 
Committee on Education and Labor were wholly 
disingenuous, if not hypocritical. 

Suppose a committeee of Roman Catholic 
bishops and priests had gone before the Senate 
Committee and argued in favor of that same con
stitutional amendment by an attack upon Protes
tantism, giving their opinion of it, and what, ac
cording to their opinion, its tendency is, and all 
this while pleading for an amendment forbidding 
public support for sectarian religion. Would not 
the Protestants throughout the country, and these 
men themselves, have counted that a queer way 
to secure instruction in the public . schools in 

non-sectarian religion? There is no doubt what
ever that they would. But if that would be 
so when done by Roman Catholics, wherein is it 
better when done by Protestants? 

We are not defending the Roman Catholic 
Church as such, nor her doctrines. We are only 
defending her rights. We have no disposition 
at all to deny any statement that was made by 
these divines before the Senate Committee against 
the Catholic Church or her doctrines. We think 
the statements are all true; but what we are ob
jecting to here is the way in which these professed 
Protestants undertake to plead for a non-secta
rian religion in the public schools, by arguing 
straight ahead upon a sectarian basis. Catho
lics have all the rights that Protestants have ; 
Catholics have just as much right to their views 
of the public school question as Protestants have. 
Catholics have a right to ask that a constitu
tional amendment shall be adopted establishing 
Catholicism as a non-sectarian religion just as 
much as Protestants have to ask for an amend
ment establishing Protestantism as a non-sectarian 
religion. 

The truth of the whole subject is Bimply that, 
with religion, sectarian or non-sectarian, in the 
public schools or anywhere else, the State can 
never of right have anything to do. A. T. J. 

The Political State as a Teacher of 
Morality. 

THE following quoted paragraphs are from a 
pamphlet entitled "The School Question from a 
Parental and Non-sectarian Standpoint," by Hon. 
Zach. Montgomery, Assistant Attorney-General of 
the United States. The chapter from which the 
extracts are taken bears the same title as this ar
ticle, and is a criticism of section 1702 of the 
California School law, which provides that "It 
shall be the duty of all teachers to endeavor to im
press upon the minds of the pupils the principles 
of morality." 

We trust that this will be carefully read by all, 
as it is an unanswerable argument against Sena
tor Blair's proposed Educational Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 1\fr. Mont
gomery says :-

"But just here the question arises, •What is 
morality?' And how is a teacher to know what 
it is that he or she is required to teach in order 
to comply with this requirement of the statute? 

" The immortal Washington has said: 'Let us 
with caution indulge the supposition that morality 
can be maintained without religion.' But if mor· 
ality cannot be maintained without religion, then 
how is it possible, we would inquire, for the 
teacher to inculcate the principles of morality 
without inculcating the principles of religion? 
But the principles of religion are understood 
by the Jews differently from what they are by the 
Christians, and by the Roman Catholics differ
ently from what they are by Protestants, by the 
Episcopalians differently from what they are by 
the Presbyterians, by the Presbyterians differently 
from what they are by the Unitarians, and by 
those who reject the authority both of the Old 
and New Testament differently from what they 
are by either Jews or Christians of any denom
ination whatever. 

"Then how is it possible for the State to re
quire the teaching of morals i.n the public schools 
without requiring as the basis of such teaching 
the inculcation of religious principles, such as are 
necessarily antagonistic to the conscientious con
victions of the parents of at least a portion of the 
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children attending these schools? It is true we 
hear a great deal about the broad principles of 
common morality, and of a common religion, but 
we have never yet had the good fortune to find 
anybody who was able to give a definition of this 
common morality or common religion to the per
fect satisfaction of anyone, except perhaps it was 
the self-conceited author of such definition. 

"A certain professor of our State Normal 
School • • • took the ground that 'the 
ethics of the ten commandments and the sermon 
on the mount are as absolutely unsectarian as 
the law of gravitation.' Now to assume that the 
commandments and the sermon on the mount are 
absolutely unsectarian is to assume that people of 
all religious sects or denominations, as well as all 
non-religionists, understand them in the same 
sense, and accept them as coming with the same 
authority and having the same binding force. 

" But is it true that people of all religious de
nominations, as well as non-religionists, do under
stand either the ten commandments or the sermon 
on the mount in the same sense; or as coming 
with the same authority, or as having the same 
binding force? We say, No ! most emphatically, 
No. Waiving the differences in the various trans
lations of these important parts of the Bible, we 
shall proceed at once to consider some of the va
rious and conflicting beliefs which have been 
made to rest for their foundation either upon those 
ten commandments or upon the sermon on the 
mount. Take, for example, the commandment, 
'Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath-day,' 
[the author quotes from the Douay Bible] and 
we find even Christians differing widely as to 
whether under the Christian dispensation the 
keeping holy ofSunday is a sufficient compliance 
with the requirements of that commandment." 

" We hera state these different views with refer
ence to the above-quoted commandment, not for 
the purpose of discussing the question as to which 
are right and which are wrong, but for the pur
pose of showing that such differences exist; and 
in view of the fact that they do exist, we main
tain that it is impossible for the public school 
teacher to teach said commandment according to 
any of said views without violating Section 1672 of 
our public school law, which declares that 'no 
sectarian or denominational doctrine· must be 
taught therein.' Perhaps we shall be told that 
the commandments should be taught just in the · 
words in which wo find them, without interpreta
tion or comment. But let us see for a moment 
how this would work. Here is a ten-year-olU 
boy, we will suppose, who has just read from his 
Bible the command, 'Remember thou keep holy 
the Sabbath-day.' The boy, being naturally of 
an inquiring mind, turns to his teacher and asks 
the very natural question, 'What is the Sabbath
day?' What ought the teacher under such cir
cumstances to say? Ought ·he to say, I don't 
know ; or, I am not allowed to tell you, because 
to tell yon would be sectarian teaching? To 
such an answer, the boy in his own mind would 
probably reply, 'Of what earthly use is this com
mand to keep holy the Sabbath-day, if I am not 
to know what the Sabbath-day is?' And sup
pose that the boy, still pressing his inquiry, asks 
the further question, 'In what way am I to keep 
the Sabbath holy ? What is it necessary to do, 
and what necessary to abstain from doing, in or
der to obey this commandment?' Must the 
teacher again reply, 'I am not allowed to tell 
yon?' 

"If anything in the world is calculated to 

bring both the teacher and the Bible into ridi
cule, we think that such teaching as this would 
surely accomplish that result. 

" With reference to the sermon on the mount, its 
different interpretations are no more harmonious 
than are those of the commandment referred to. 
Even people professing themselves Christians dif
fer. widely as to whether t.lattt sermon was a divine 
or only a human utterance. The Unitarians, for 
example, not believing in the divinity of Christ, 
only look upon that sermon as a human produc
tion, while other Christian denominations accept 
its every word as the infallible teaching of infi
nite wisdom; so that the teacher cannot under
take to tell his pupil in the public school, after 
reading to him that sermon, whether he is to ac
cept it as the word of God or only as the word of 
a man, without again invading the realms of de
nominational teaching. And all will admit that 
there is an infinite difference between the weight 
to be attached to the language of an all-wise God 
and even the wisest utterances of a mere man 
when giving expression to the deductions of his 
own finite and feeble reason. Then, again, as it 
is with the interpretation of the commandments 
so it is with the interpretation of the sermon on 
the mount. There are many passages in that 
sermon which are very differently construed by 
people of different religious denominations. For 
example, it is there said, 'Ye have heard that it 
was said to them of old, Thou shalt not forswear 
thyself, but shall perform unto the Lord thine 
oaths; but I say unto yon, swear not at all.' 
This passage is by many very conscientious peo
ple interpreted as prohibiting the taking of an 
oath as a witness or otherwise, and hence they 
never swear, even in our courts of justice, but· 
affirm. 

"Again it is said in the sermon on the mount, · 
as read in the Douay Bible, ' If thy right eye 
scandalize thee, (or as the new version has it, 
' cause thee to stumble') pluck it out and cast it 
from thee, for it is expedient for thee that one of 
thy members should perish, rather than that thy . 
whole body go into hell.' Now suppose that some 
public school teacher, when reading or having 
read this passage to his pupils, should be asked 
the question, 'What is the meaning of hell? ' ' 
what answer could he give which would not be 
flectarian or denominational in its character? 
How could he so frame a definition of the word 
'hell' as to make it acceptable both to the Uni
versalist · and the Presbyterian, or the Roman 
Catholic? 

"In this same sermon it is said: 'When thou 
fastest, anoint thy head and wash thy face that 
thou appear not to men to fast, but to thrFather, 
who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in · 
secret will repay thee.' Now, if the public school , 
teacher were asked by a pupil whether this pas
sage was to be taken as a divine authority for the 
practice of fasting, how could he answer this ques
tion without again violating that section of the code 
which forbids all sectarian or denominational: 
teachings in the public schools ? 

"Again, Christians of some denominations in
terpret the sermon on the mount as authorizing 
the absolute dissolution, by divorce, of the valid 
bonds of matrimony for certain causes, so as to 
allow one of the divorced parties to marry again 
during the life of the other, while other Christians 
maintain that all such second marriages during 
the lives of both the divorced parties are, mor
ally speaking, invalid and wrong. 

" fudeed, it would require a volume to point 

out all the different interpretations which have 
been placed upon the ten commandments and the 
sermon on the mount. How, then, is it possible 
to teach even these portions of the Bible in the 
public schools without teaching sectarian or de
nominational doctrine? It certainly would not 
be called teaching in any other educational insti
tution in the wide world (except it be an Ameri
can public school) to simply cause the pupil to 
pronounce, like a trained parrot, a certain form 
of words and at the same time refuse to tell him 
the meaning of those words. 

" Our conclusions, then, are these, namely : 
First,"that ·washington was right, when he said, 
'Let us with caution indulge the supposition that 
morality can be maintained without religion.' 
Second, that the State cannot teach morality 
without teaching religion as its foundation. 
Third, that the State cannot teach either morality 
or religion without either establishing a new re
ligious denomination, or else teaching it as it is 
taught by some one of the existing denominations. 
Fourth, that the State can neither teach religion 
as it is now taught by any existing denomination, 
nor as it might be taught by a State-begotten de
nomination, without a fatal infringement upon the 
doctrine of religious liberty; and that, therefore, 
the true and proper business of the State is not 
to teach nor to pay for teaching either morality 
or religion, but to foster and encourage the teach
ing of both, by carefully and scrupulously guard
ing and protecting the equal rights of all citizens 
to worship God and to educate their children ac
cording to the dictates of their own consciences. 

" We say, let the State neither undertake to 
teach nor to pay for the teaching of morality or 
religion, because it is impossible to teach a State 
morality without teaching a State religion, and it 
is impossible to teach State religion without the 
destruction of the religious liberty of the citizen. 
Should the State ever assume the burden of pay
ing for religious· teaching, its next step would log
ically be to assume the right to say what that 
religious teaching should be.'' -

Muzzled by Rome. 

IN a recent address before the Congregational 
Ministers' Meeting in Boston, Professor Townsend, 
of Boston University, charged that the press of 
that city is muzzled by the influence of the 
Catholic Church. Said he:-

" There is not one of the large newspapers of this 
city that has not been working almost constantly in 
the interests of Romanism during the several months 
of the late Protestant-Jesuit controversy. This con
spiracy of the press of Boston to cheat the public of 
news and facts to which it is entitled is a reproach to 
our civilization, and deserves the derision and scorn 
of all honest men." 

Rev. Makepiece Trueworthy makes the same 
charge concerning 'V ashington City, and not 
ouly so but of every city and indeed of the en
tire work of the Associated Press, and there is 
every reason to believe that this is true. Just 
what the people are going to do about it remains 
to be seen. Professor Townsend declared war 
against this state of affairs in the following vigor
ous manner:-

" The sword has been drawn, the scabbard has 
been flung to the winds, the bridges have been torn 
down, and this controversy cannot come to an end 
11ntil the hand of this foreign power no longer shall 
be felt pressing with its withering touch upon jour
milism and all the free institutions of this country, 
which are as dear as life itself to every tme Amei:ican 
citizen." 
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In view, however, of the fact that in many 
respects Protestants are advocating the very prin
ciples upon which Rome is acting, it does not seem 
probable that anything will come of the talk. 
So far as the schools are concerned, Roman 
Catholics and Protestants stand on substantially 
the same ground, each advocating that religion 
should be taught in the schools; the only differ
ence of opinion between them being as to what 
religion. The Catholics claiming that the dis
tinctive doctrin!JS of their church should be 
taught, while of course Protestants wish to have 
that which they hold taught. It is to be feared 
that the contest will end in a compromise, utterly 
subversive of religious liberty. Indeed such a 
compromise has been already suggested in the 
interest of the Blair Educational Amendment 
bill. ' 

••• 
A National Sabbath Crusade. 

.REV. WILBUR F. CRAFTS has started out to 
reform the world in general, and the United 
States in particular, in the matter of Sabbath ob
servance. The reverend gentleman insists that 
all Sunday traffic and Sunday mails should cease, 
and demonstrates, to his own satisfaction at least, 
that all Sunday mails and Sunday traffic are an 
unnecessary and uncalled for inf1·action of the 
fourth commandment. The reverend gentleman 
would have Sabbath observance enforced by law; 
wo~ld make the courts a whip of scorpions to 
drive the erring sons of men in at the strait gate 
and into the narrow path which he believes has 
its terminal in tl1e New Jerusalem. He appears 
to have forgotten, if l10 ever knew, that the ob
ject for which this Government was established by 
our historic sires and for the maintenance of 
which millions in taxes are annually paid, was 
not and is not to coerce men into Heaven, but to 
enable them to live on earth in the full enjoy
ment of civil and religious liberty. Congress, to 
which the reverend gentleman fondly turns for 
his much-desired reform, has no right to stop a 
single wheel in -the United States, nor has any 
State I-'egislature authority to prevent the run
ning of as many Sunday trains as the various 
railway companies desire to send out. Congress 
unquestionably has the power to stop the collec
tion, transmission, and delivery of mails on Sun
day, but there is small likelihood of its using this 
power to the great inconvenience of millions of 
people simply to gratify the wishes of a few so
called reformers, many of whom are fed and 
clothed with money earned and collected on 
Sunday. The reverend gentleman says that 
Sunday trains are run for the express purpose of 
making money to fatten the bank accounts of 
millionaires. Doubtless they are not run simply 
to wear out the rolling stock. Trains are run on 
Sunday for the selfsame reason that Rev. Mr. 
Crafts preaches on Sunday. There is a demand 
for Sunday trains and for Sunday preaching, and 
just so long as the demand exists Sunday trains 
and Sunday sermons will be supplied, and in 
neither case will the earnings be refused. Rev. 
Mr. Crafts makes the same mistake as the Sun
day reformers who have preceded him. The 
question of Sabbath observance is something with 
which no Government should meddle. In that 
great day when the sheep will be separated from 
the goats he will not find a single Government on 
trial. Neither the American Congress nor the 
English Parliament will be called to account col
lectively, but every man will have to make his 
own plea at the throne of grace. If it is wrong 

to travel or send letters on Sunday no man is 
compelled to do so because facilities are afforded, 
any more than he need commit murder because 
it is possible for him to purchase a pistol or a 
dagger. The observance of the Sabbath as a 
day of rest is a beautiful custom, but its en
forcement at the muzzle of a State or pational 
law would be as obnoxious and uncalled for as 
the enforcement of church attendance or family 
prayers by the same means. The argument that 
federal or State interference is necessary to pro
tect the overworked railway and postal employes 
loses much of its force in the face of the fact that 
the Government pays postal clerks and mail car
riers higher salaries than the same class of labor 
commands elsewhere, and that a very large pro
portion of train crews are paid by the trip and 
can easily find Sunday substitutes if overworked, 
or if they have conscientious scruples against 
laboring on that day. The stoppage of Sunday 
mails w~uld be an almost unbearable inconven
ience; the stoppage of Sunday trains would 
practically paralyze many branches of industry. 
The Rev. Mr. Crafts and his co-workers are not 
reformers. They are striving to roll back the 
greatest reform that ever swept across the face of 
the civilized world; trying to rob man of relig
ious liberty and make him again the irresponsi
ble creature of an autocratic religious hierarchy. 
-Dallas, Texas, News. 

The Spirit of Intolerance. 

AT a State mass convention held in Minneapo
lis, Minnesota, in the interests of the American 
Sabbath Union, June 11, an incident occurred 
which well illustrates the spirit actuating these 
friends of Sunday legislation, and furnishes a 
prelude showing the intolerant manner in which 
they are disposed to deal with all those who differ 
with them on religious matters. 

An attempt to organize a State branch of the 
association was being made, and the first article 
of its constitution was under consideration, which 
read, "The object of this association shall be to 
preserve the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's day, as 
a day of rest and worship." After it had been 
re.'ld, and the question was open for remarks, a 
gentleman rose in the audience and stated that 
in his judgment the article was good as far as it 
werit, but he would lik~ to see in it something a 
little more definite with reference to how far the 
matter should be carried, and in what manner it 
should be accomplished. In regard to this he 
would offer an amendment, viz.: "The object of 
this association shall be to preserve the Sabbath 
as a day of rest and worship; but in securing 
this object, only education, moral influence, and 
persuasion shall be employed, and the religious 
rights of all shall be guarded against compulsory 
law." 

The words had hardly died on the speaker's 
lips, before W. F. Crafts, the renowned field sec
retary of the American Sabbath Union, sprang 
to his feet. "I would like to know what denomi
nation this brother represents," he asked excitedly. 

"The Seventh-day Adventists," was the reply. 
"Just as I expected!" excitedly rejoined Mr. 

Crafts. "This convention is called as a State 
convention of those who represent the Christian 
Sabbath; and it is not in any sense for those who 
represent the Saturday Sabbath. It is so under
stood in all our conventions. These friends have 
no natural rights in a Christian Sabbath conven
tion, except as hearers and reporters. In no part 

of the deliberations do they stand with us. 
They are not with us on the Christian Sabbath. 

"\V e are glad to have the Seventh-day 
people with us in our conventions. The 
floor belongs to the friends of the Christian Sab
bath." 

The chair ruled that the point was well taken, 
seemingly forgetting the fact that on the previous 
evening he had declared it to be a mass conven
tion, in which all were at liberty to speak. 

It is a well-known fact that the National Re
form Party, to which the American Sabbath 
Union is auxiliary, class the Seventh-day people 
with the atheists, whom Dr. Jonathan Edwards, 
a Goliah in their army, said he would tolerate as 
he would a lunatic,-as long as he did not rave 
he would be willing to tolerate him. No doubt 
Mr. Crafts considered that this Adventist was 
raving, since his views did not accord with his 
own, and so thought that it :would be to his best 
interest to use the power in his hands, and silence 
him. 

A record of the event appeared in the Min
neapolis Evening Star, under the· heading, "Is 
this Christianity?" 'Nell, indeed, may this secu
lar paper ask the question. No wonder that 
those wlw make no profession of religion are as
tonished at the actions of these men who profess 
to be followers of the world's Redeemer. It is 
not Christianity, nor is true Christianity responsi
ble for it. But it does savor richly of the Dark 
Ages. If these men thus domineer now, what 
would they not do if their intolerant schemes had 
the support of the civil law? 

PERCY T. MAGAN. -----·------
Sunday Legislation. 

No doubt all are aware of the fact that the 
Sunday-Rest bill expired with the last session of 
Congress, and unless some effbrt is put forth to 
bring it into notice again it will become a dead 
letter. It is not probable, however, that a ques
tion in which so many thousands of people are 
interested will be suffered to pass into oblivion. 
And although disposed of for a time the senti
ments embodied in this bill are so firmly estab
lished in the minds of its supporters that the prin
ciples it sets forth will not be allowed to be for
gotten by the public. Either its resurrection or 
the creation of something similar will, undoubt
edly, take place soon. 

The idea of Sunday legislation is steadily gain
ing ground, and the leaders in the movement are 
not in the least discouraged at the failure to se
cure the proposed law, but are energetically at 
work to accomplish their purpose. While their 
efforts to promote needed reforms touching pub
lic morality as affected by the liquor traffic, and 
the divorce law, and to secure a higher state of 
social purity, are commendable, the means by 
which they propose to secure such results, that is, 
by religious legislation, is entirely wrong. For 
while there are those, no doubt, connected with 
this movement who, viewing the evil and de
pravity in the world to-day as the results of these 
evils, desire to see a better state of things, and 
believe that this can the most speedily and ef
fectually be accomplished by so changing our 
Constitution as to make religious training in our 
public schools compulsory, and the religious ob
servance of Sunday obligatory upon all; while 
there are those who do really believe that such a 
law would prove a blessing and are conscien
tiously working to this end, there are others who, 
judging from their own statements, are not so 



i98 TI-t:E AME)~tCAN S:E)NTlNEL. 

conscientious in their efforts, but had they the 
power which such a law should give them, would 
use it to gratify their own selfish, bigoted ideas. 

It. has been experimentally proved, not only 
in foreign lands, but in our own country, that 
any law which places the consciences of men and 
women under civil authority is detrimental to the 
best interests of the State. Stop the sale of intox
icants ! Close the saloons I not only on the first 
day, but on every day of the week. Make such 
laws as public morality demands, but leave re
ligious matters entirely out of the question. Let 
man answer alone to his God for his religious 
belief or unbelie£-Saginaw Courier. 

A New Crusade. 

FoR a hundred years the people of the United 
States have enjoyed the benefits of the best civil 
Government that ever existed upon earth. With 
a Constitution securing the most perfect freedom, 
civil and religious, of any Nation under heaven, 
the progress and prosperity of our Nation are with
out an equal. The framers of our peerless Consti
tution w,ere endued with wisdom to guard against 
~he evils of oppressive Governments. They aimed 
to malre religious persecution impossible under 
the Government ; and therefore they did not es
tablish any particular religion, but left all free to 
choose for themselves in this respect; and thus se-

. ·cure equal rights and equal protection to every 
good citizen. 

They were not all infidel and irreligious. 
· Many of them were men of prayer and Christian 

faith. But they were willing that others should 
enjoy the same freedom of choice which they de
sired for themselves. It was not an oversight 
that no one form of religion was preferred above 
another, and no religious test was to be applied 
as a qualification for citizenship or for office under 
tl1e Government. They knew the pernicious re
sults of religious legislation and a union of Church 
and State, both in the Old World and in the New. 
The persecutions of Baptists, Quakers, and others 
in the New England colonies had not faded from 
their memories. These well-known facts of history 
caused them to guard against the repetition of the 
like horrors, and form a Constitution which would 
make such results impossible. In reply to ques
tions as to the design of the Constitution, from a 
committee of a Baptist society in Virginia, George 
Washington wrote, August 4, 1789, as follows:-

" If I had the least idea of any difficulty resulting 
from the Constitution adopted by the convention of 
which I had the honor to be president when it was 
formed, so as to endanger the rights of any religious 
denomination, then I never should have attached 
my namt' to that instrument. If I had any idea 
that the general Government was so administered 
that the liberty of conscience was endangered, I 
pray you be assured that no man would be more will
ing than myself to revive and alter that part of it so 
as to avoid all religious persecution. You can, with
out doubt, remember that I have often expressed my 
opinion, that every man who conducts himself as a 
good citizen is accountable to God alone for his re
ligious faith, and should be protected in worshiping 
God according to the dictates of his own conscience." 

Such language does not show the venerable 
Washington to be "godless," but it does show 
that to avoid religious persecution in the future 
was the thought in the minds of those who formed 
our Constitution which led them to leave religion 
out, and institute a Government purely secular. 

But near the close of the first century of un
rivaled prosperity to our country under our peerless 
Constitution, certain political doctors of divinity, 
who would be doctors of our civil laws, have had 

the sagacity to discover, as they express it, that 
this Constitution is "godless," and for that reason 
needs a "religious amendment." They seem to 
imagine that God would be pleased to see his 
name inserted, and that Christ will be honored 
by being voted the ,ruler of a Nation, an over
whelming majority of which make no pretension 
to Christianity, and the most of those that do will 
not live up to their own creed without civil law 
to compel them. And the success of this move
ment, which they call National Reform, they 
fancy will result in a millennium oi a converted 
world. They propose to make this a Christian 
Nation by amending the Constitution, and to 
make Christ the ruler by the votes of this hetero
geneous people ; and then the millennium will be
gin, and all the Nations will be converted, and 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks, and learn war no more. 

Was there ever a fanaticism more senseless and 
wild? The "holy wars" to take the Ho}y Land 
from the infidel Turks seem sensible compared 
with it. R. F. CoTTRELL. 

"Sweet Reasonableness.'~ 

IN course of some remarks in the Missouri 
National Reform. (Jonvention, Mr. Crafts said: 

"With sweet rea!Jonableness we should try to show 
these seventh-day peopie the mistake of their literal
ness with reference to the seventh day of the week." 

Then he proceeded to tell how in going 
round the world in one direction a day is lost, and 
in going the other way a day is gained, conse
quently the reckoning has to be changed. And 
he gives this information just as though seWJnth
day people had never heard of it before. 

Now, it is a fact that seventh-day people have 
crossed the "day line" on many occasions, going 
both ways, and they find n,o such confusion as 
Mr. Crafts would warn them against. There are 
also Jews in every habitable quarter of the globe 
who .keep the seventh day, and we have never 
heard of any confusion in the matter. This is 
accounted for on the ground that seventh-day 
people understand the situation and have sense 
enough to change their reckoning to agree with 
their geographical position. 

Mr. Crafts cites an illustration to elucidate his 
position: Chaplain Crawford of the United States 
Navy, arriving at Samoa, found that the mission
aries who first introduced Christianity there, had 
forgotten to change their reckoning when they 
crossed the line, and were keeping the " Christian 
Sabbath" (Sunday) on Saturday. HE) then 
makes a sweeping proposition, after this fashion, 
as quoted in M. A. Gault's letter to the Christian 
Statesman:-

"As the Jews, Seventh-day Ad\rentistsand-Beventh
day Baptists form together put severi,-tenths of one 
per cent. of the population, it might be well to stop 
the opposition to our Sunday laws by sending the 
rabbis and pastors of these literalists to Samoa by 
the route that would make their Saturday coincide 
with our Sabbath, as they would surely refuse to 
throw away any day in their literal devotion to a rigid 
succession, and then they could be celebrating th(.l 
feast of creation on what they would call the seventh 
day of the week, on the same general rest:day that 
we should consider a feast both of creation and re
demption, and called the first day of the week." 

The "field secretary " cannot forego his charac
teristic slurs at minorities that happeu.,to disagree 
with his schemes; nor can he disguise, if he would, 
his ~tter disregard for their rights of cone~ience. 
The foregoing is only a gentle hint o( the N:1,1,tional 

. Reform idea of banishment of'. .offenders 'to which 
other leaders in that cause have given more forci-

ble utterance. But here is another clip from the 
speech on the occasion above referred to, of which 
Mr. Gault says "every word seemed to strike 
fire":-

" The proposed National Sabbath-Rest law, at the 
utmost would not affect more than one thousand of' 
these seventh-day people, as they cannot be in the 
.mail and military service, and inter-State commerce, 
and yet keep Saturday, and the further jurisdiction of 
the law is only in the District of Columbia and the 
Territories, in which very few of them reside." 

The "sweet reasonableness" of this assertion 
is better appreciated by comparison with some 
other National Reform claims. They have as
serted over and over again that the States can
not enforce their Sunday laws because the Govern
ment, over which they have no control, persists 
in violatingthem; and the Nationallawiswanted 
to make the State laws more effective. Again, when 
they desire to be particularly mild, they profess 
that it is only designed to give the postal and other 
Government employes their "much-needed rest." 
Under the first claim, how is it that it could only 
affect the seventh-day people in the Territories? 
Under the second proposition, how should it a£. 
feet any seventh-day keepers at all, if they cannot 

· be in the mail and military service, and inter
State commerce." 

But why all this effort to make the public be
lieve that only seventh-day people have occasion 
to be alarmed about their rights? It is simply a 
strained effort to deceive other people. It is de
signed to convey the idea that the whole question 
of Sunday laws and religious legislation in general 
is only a contest ·between the first and seventh 
day. If the National Reform manipulators could 
delude the masses with the idea that it is only a 
question of which day is the Sabbath that causes 
opposition to their schemes, they would naturally 
expect to have an easy victory. And so they 
would. 

But when the people come to understand fully 
the avowed purpose to change that feature of our 
Government which recognizes that "Governments 
derive their just powers from the consent of th~ 
governed," they will realize that the question as to 
what particular day they are compelled by human 
law to observe is of small consequence. Those 
who are fighting this battle against Church and 
State union are not contending on the specific 
day line, in any feature of the question; they are 
contending for freedom of conscience, not only in 
regard to. the observance or non-observance of the 
Sabbath, but in regard to every other conviction. 
When the Reformers shall have secured for this 
country, the "ideal Sabbath ofthePuritans," they 
will no doubt " go back to the provincial history 
of this country" for other concomitant fanati
cisms, and then it will not make any difference 
upon which day they are enforced. Then it will 
be found out, if not before, that the "sweet reason
ableness" of the delusions now sung in siren 
songs, were nothing else than sweet deceivable-
nesb. W. N. GLENN. 

SoME person has sent us two copies of a tract 
entitled "Covenanterism, an Exposure of the 
Project to Put a Religious Creed into the Constitu
tion of. the United States," etc. 

The publication may be very good for aught we 
know, but we cannot speak with certainty as to 
its merits, not having read it, for the reason that 
the name of the author has been carefully re
moved from the copies. We treat anonymous 
publications in the same manner that we do 
anonymous letters, namely, consign them to the 
waste-basket. · 
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. good reliable agents are wanted everywhere to in
troduce this book. Our outfit is perfection itself 
and our terms to agents are VERY LIBERAL. Send 
for circulars and full particulars. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISIIING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N. Y. Oakland, Cal. 

The Teachers' Owtlook. 
D~suRI~~~i,~, ~~X~~ ~';::;~~~[~~~~;~!'?~e ~g:;>t~~~b~ 
crs and pupils that proposes to supplement other 
school journals rather than to occupy the same 
field. It will seol< to provide nn OUTLOOK npon af
fairs of lifo aud fucts in 'Science und nature which 

~;~s~~~t; t';;~dt~~~hl~·'i.0~1~;d tg 1i~~h'~~~r~~ogf~~ 
splrution. , 

A review of current events, civU and industrial 
problems, inventors, djscoveries, etc., will be anim~ 
portant feuture ef the magazine, and a co:rnplete 
review of current literature will also be given by 
con1peten t critics. 

ANOTHETt AND VERYTMPOR'J'ANT FEATURE of the 
magazine will be that all teachers and students are 
invited to join its circle of writers, out of wiJloh It 
proposes to draw its c.>rps of future contributors. 
On this point it hus some original plans of mut
ual hclpfnlncss to carry out. 

WAN'l'ED, ESPECIALI .. Y-Wrlters of Short, reaUstic 
stories, and articles on nahunl b.story and social 
science, from the Pacific Conat. T~rms given in 
OUTLOOK. Sample copies20 cts. None free. 

.A. POOR FOUNTAIN PEN 
\' 

,IS -A NUISANCE; 

But a Good One is a Joy. Forever. 

We carry a full stock of the best makes of fount
ain pens, and feel sure we can suit the most fas
tidious. 

Remit $2.50 and with it send a sample of the 
steel pen which suits you best, and we will ~end 
you a fountain pen that will give you satisfaction. 
It is so t•onvm>i<mt. to have a pen which is 
always J.•emly, r:nd which can be used as 
easily as a lead penml. 

Give us a trirtl order. Pens sent by registered 
mail. Tho trade supplied. Address, 

PACil<'IC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N.Y. Oakland, Cal. 
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NOW READY! -SO:rA:E-

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. Desirable and Valuable 
WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a treatise under this name 

prepared by Alonzo T. Jones, is now ready for circulation. ' 
This pamphlet contains the arguments in behalf of the rights of American citizens, and in oppo

sition to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate -Committee on 
Education and Labor, Dec. 13, 1888. 

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READ:NG." 
And 1-Ir. Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have 
been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accompanied 
with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. 
· As the Sunday question is now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes 
especially legislators, lawyers, judges and other public men. The argument is ' 

Based on Scripture and History, Constitution and 
Law, 

Showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday Bill, an analysis of the 
Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the Sunday-law movement of the 
fourth century, the Sunday-law movement oflbe nineteenth century, the methods used in securing 
indorsements to the petition for the Blair Bill, and theworkinmH>~Rueh Sunilaylaws as are proposed 
for the United States. 

The work contains one hundred and ninety-two pages. Price, 25 cents. Address, 

AMERICAN SENTINEL,~ 
1059 Casko St., Oakland, Cal.; 43 Bond St., New York. 

BURIED CITIES RECOVERED ; 
--OR,--

Explorations in Jjible Lands. 
-BY--

REV.FRANK S. DEHASS, D. D. 
(Late U.S. Consul at Jerusalem.) 

THE LATEST! THE MOST AUTHENTIC I THE MOST READABLE BOOK PUBLISHED ON EGYPT, 

PALESTINE AND THE ORIENT I 

A BOOK FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN. 
THE FULFILLMENT OF ANCIENT PROPHECIES AS SHOWN BY THE LIGHT OF MODERN DIS

COVERIES ; A CORROBORATED HISTORY OF THE BIBLE FOUND WRITTEN 
ON STONE; THE ATHEIST AND liiKEPTIO DEFEATED ON 

THEIR OWN GROUND. 

;FROM ORIGINAL PllOTOGRAPllS AND SKETCllES. 

Fine Paper, Neat Binding, Clear and Beautiful Tyne. 
Tll.e book is octavo in size, has over 6oo pages, and contains nearly 200 beautiful illustmtions • 

The paper and type were especially selected to meet the requirements of this work, while the 
binding is both ornate and at the same time most substantial. 

The illustrations are nearly all either sketched or photographed from life, and in their prepa· 
ration for the press the most artistic processes known to the trade have been employed, 

Fine English Cloth, Black and Gold Stamp on Side and Back, Sprinkled Edges, 
Fine English Cloth, Black and Gold Stamp on Side and Back, Gilt Edges, 
Fine French Turkey Morocco, Full Gilt Sides and Edges 

We will send books postpaid, at above prices where we have no agent., 

$350 
- 4 00 

6oo 

Agents of ability can coin mane.)' in the sale of this book.. Send $r.so for prosvectus, -outfit, .and 
terms to agents to 

Pacific Press ~u.biishing Co., 
General Agents for Pacific Coast. OAKLAND, 

I 

CAL. 
/ I 

"!! . [d, BURTON'SIMPROYEDDRENCHINGBIT.~sAFETY PENCIL POCKET 

~ ~ tu?n~h~d~:'~~h~s~~.l!;~~no;·~~?'!i~~n= 1 
NEAT, CHEAP, SERVICEABLE. 

fi;1 ~ ''"'"'"'~J:~='"""''· ' --
~ ~ ~ ~ E:~~~r:,nE~~·!::J~t:!!l:~~h::o~ -- , 
~ :;: ~ ""'' '"' "'"· ,.:::? .. :Tlo: "'' ""''· "'"' They perfectly secure pen or pencil 
~ "" v B'lnten,-,;~;:.~Hs .o;:;;n.;!:~;;m~~~!,_. in the pocke~, so that it cannot.fall out 
~ ~ - - - eotHI ... -..... when stooptng. Can be easlly and 

Smiths' Diagram 
OF PARLIAMENTARY RULES. 

A lucid and interesting treatise on Parliamentary 
usages. _ By a simple tuap, with ~onverging linea, it 
shows the relation of any one motion to every other 
motion, and at a glance answers over five hundred 
questions in regard to parliamentary matters. A 
very ingenious and useful arrangement. ' 

The N. Y. Independent says: "Smith's Diagram 
of Parliamentary Rules" is an adnlit-alJly . ~ngenious 
simplification of the confused matter{)! parliamentary 
practice. 1\'Ir. U. Smith has put more of the essen~e 
of pat·liamentary practice into small space and luCid 
order than we find in any other manUal." 

Bt·east-pocket size, 34 pages, bound in muslin. 
Price, 50 cents. Send for a copy.· 

Pacific l'ress Publishing Company, 

safely ~ttached to any part of the 
clothing. A small inve;tmcnt will 
prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
penciL 

PRICES. 
:No.1, Russi~ Leather, for 2 pens, 10c. 
J..\fo. 2, " " " 3 " 15c. 
No.8, u " metal back, 

2 pt;ns, - • - - 15c. 
No. 4, Russia Leather, metal back, 

3 pens, - 20c. 
No. 6, Seal Skin, for 2 pens, - 16c. 
No. 6, " " '' 3 '' 25c. 
No. 7, Russia Leather, for4pens, 25c. 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. We 
guarantee these pockets SUPERIOR 
IN EVERY PARTICULAR to similar 
styles formerly sold and still offered at 
much higher prices: Address, 

PACIFIO PRESS PUBLISHING Co., 
Oakland, Cal. 

P: HOTOGRAPH ALBUMS. 
Large variety in .Plush and Morocco bindings, 
Prices low for first-class goods. Terms to 
ag•nts, and catalogue, •ent on application. 

,PACIFIC PRESS PU:BLlt:!!UNG GO., O<lk!and, Cal. 

-
NEW BOOKS. 

--o--
In the Fol'owing List of Miscellaneous Books 

will be Found Something to Interest all. 
We Furnish them Post-paid at the 

PUBLISHER'S PRICES. 

--o--

L!ves of th~ Fathers, Farrar, 2 vols., cloth .... $s-oo 
Ltfe of Chnst, Farrar, cloth ........•.... , ............. r.oo 
The Messages of the Books, Farrar, cloth .... 3.50 
H_irm;~ of the Interpretation, F,arrar, cloth, 3.5o 
Lt eo St. Pattl, Farrar •..•.•..•..•..•.............•.... x.so 
Syriac New Testaruent .................................. 2.50 
Heads and Faces and How to• Study Them, 

cloth ........................................................ r.oo 
Hours with the Bible, Geikie, 6 vols. in 3 

cloth .................................................... : 4.50 
Holy Land nnd the Bible Geikie, 2 vols ...... s.oo 
How We Got Our Bible, cloth........................ 6o 
Ioo,ooo Synonyms and Antonyms, cloth ....... x.oo 
Life of Christ for the Young, Geikie, cloth ... r.so 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

paper""""............................................. so 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

cloth......................................................... 75 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

cloth, gilt edges ...... ";"""""'""'"'" ........ r.oo 

_ADDRESS, 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
OAKLAND, CAL., 

Or, 43 BOND ST., NEW YORK. 

G. H. KIUECHBAUM, 
DENTIST, 

Office 854~ Broadway, Corner Seventdl, Oakland, 

Office Hours--9 to 12 A. M. and 1 to 5 p, M, 

Rooms 17 and 18. 

PACIFIC B~~tn~~~t£o]l~~e, Life Scholarship, $75 
Send for Catalogue. 

Great Reduction in Pure Hide 

~ l U E 
Bycallingatoraddressing 
to u6 Front St., San Fran· 
cisco, Cal., you will find it 
greater to your advantage 
by examining my stock of 
Glue before you purchase 
elsewhe e. Ground and 
White Glue a specialty. 

Also keep in Stock Pure Neat's-foot Otl. 
CAL. GLUE WORKS, M. HOLJE, Prop. 

MORAL AND SCIENTIFIC COMPANION, Flor
ence, Arizona; illustrated, wide-awake; 25c 

per year. Ads ;Lc per word. 

THE SENTINEl liBRARY 
Will contain articles on the various phases of 
the National Reform Movement, the Union of 
Church and State, Civil and Religious Liberty etc. 
It will be uniform in size (page about 5x7X inches). 
Each number will contain from 8 to o6 pall"es, 
and will have a neatly engraved cover destgn. 
Price, 75 cents per year of 25 numbers. The fol
lowing numbers are now ready:-

No. 1. The National Reformed Constitution. 
Price, 3 cents. 

No. 2. Religious Liberty. Price, 1 cent. 
No. 3. The Evils of Religious Legislation, 

Price, 1 cent. 
No. 4. The Blair Sunday-Rest Bill. Price, 7 

cents. 
No. 5. The Blair Educational Amendment. 

Price, 3 cents. 
No. 6. The PUrity of National Religion. Price, 

1 cent. 
No. 7. National Reform and Rights of Con-

science. Price, 2 cents. 
No. 8. The American Papacy. Price, 2 cents. 
No. 9. The Salem Witchcraft. Price, 1 cent. 
No. 10. National Reform Is Church and State. 

Price, 2 cents. 
No. 11. What Think Ye of Christ? Price, 1 

cent. 
No. 12. Bold and Base Avowal. Price, 2 cents. 
No. 13. The National Reform Movement an 

Absmdity. Price, 2 cents. · 
No. 14. The Republic of IsraeL Price, 1 cent. 
No. 15. National Reformed Presbyterianism. 

Price, 4 cents. 
Orders can be filled for back numbers at any 

time and in any quantity desired, as each number 
is printed from electrotype P.lates. Liberal dis
count when ordered in quanttties. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Or 43llond St., N, Y. Oakland, Cal. ' 
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NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
ishers to pay for the same. 

BEFORE the Kansas City Ministers' Alliance, 
Dr. Crafts explained that his association was ad
vocating an "American Sabbath," and by that he 
meant "a day of rest, rather than the Christian 
Sabbath." That plea of merely a day of rest, for 
the physical benefit of Government and railroad 
employes,· etc., etc., is getting. rather stale, in the 
face of his declaration before the Knights ·of La
bor, that "a weekly day of rest has never been 
secured in any land except on the basis of relig
ious obligation; take the religion out, and you 
take the rest out." 

T~ o\.T "great credit" claimed for the Vander
bilt railroad system by its general passenger 
agent, for taking off its Sunday trains, gets an
other unwitting thrust in the house of its friends. 
This time it comes from District Secretary Rev. J. 
M. Foster, who says: "The railroad companies 
have been pushing their business seven days in 
the week until it has been overdone. The profits 

. have been cut down until, from mere mercenary 
considerations, they are taking off their Sabbath 
freights. They can do the work in six days, and 
save the extra expense. " 

AccoRDING to Dr. Crafts, the Christian religion 
is not a religion. He argues that the Blair Con
stitutiomtl Amendment bill proposes to forbid 
State Legislatures to set up an establishment of 
religion. This, he says, strengthens the Constitu
tion in this respect, which now only forbids Con
gress to do so. The sophistry of the argument is 
shown in the fact that, while the first section does 
forbid the States to establish religion, the second 
section makes it the express duty of Congress to 
guarantee that each State shall do that very thing. 
The provision is for teaching the Christian relig
ion in public schools, the most effectual way pos
sible to" establish " it. To say that this is not 
establishing religion by the States, is to say that 
the Christian religion is not a religion. 

THE National Reform " image " is being 
pushed forward with unusual vigor the present 
year. Their financial receipts are said to be gain
ing; they are adding new features to their work, 
for the purpose of interesting a wider range of 
people, and altogether the Executive Committee 
express hopes for a brilliant future. Miss E. J. 
Crothers of New York, has been appointed special 
secretary to promote the formation of "National 
·Reform Circles" of" King's Daughters;" and Mrs. 
Mary A. Woodbridge of Ohio, a special secretary 
to present the cause of National Reform before 
the higher institutions of learning, in connection 
with ~ similar appointment she holds from the 
National W. C. T. U. In addition to these, spe
cial appointments of persons to look after almost 
every feature of such a work have been made. 
Perhaps that class of people who are opposed to 
this traitorous scheme, but still think "there is no 
danger." will wake up by and by-when it is too 
l!Jite._ 

CARDINAL GIBBONS opposes prohibition, be
cause he thinks it is inefficient, but he is a stren
uous advocate of "a severe police Sunday law:" 
The Voice points out the inconsistency of his 
position, and says that "the prohibitory laws of 
Maine, Kansas, and Iowa are far better enforced 
than the Sunday laws of the non-prohibition 
States." Then the Voice must agree with the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, that prol1ibition, and not 
Sunday laws, is what temperance people should 
work for. Let this admission of the Voice be 
borne in mind. The advocates of Sunday laws 
would have it believed that these are the great 
and only temperance laws, and have condemned 
the AMERICAN SENTINEL because it advocates 
prohibition instead. Nevertheless the truth can
not be hidden, and there are many who will find 
it. 

To anyone who knows anything about the 
army in time of peace, the pathetic appeals for 
the "Sunday rest of the soldier," made by the 
apostles of National Reform, borders on the ludi
crous. There is no place in the country where 
Sunday is as completely a do-nothing day as in a 
military garrison. The morning inspection is 
hardly as much as ordinary people do in dressing 
up for church, with the addition that an officer 
walks around the company, noting the appearance 
of arms and clothing, and then walks through the 
quarters to see that they are clean. The cleaning 
up is always done on Saturday. This morning in
spection occupies about half an hour at most, and is 
over by nine o'clock. There is nothing more done 
until an hour before sunset, when there is a dress 
parade. There is none of the ordinary labor about 

I the garrison done at an, not even prisoners being 
compelled to work. Guard duty of course goes 
on, but all not on detail that day have a day of 
absolute leisure. The evening parade is a check 
on those who are disposed to dissipate through the 
day; it compels them to be around before night, 
sober enough to go on parade, if they would 
avoid being disciplined. This class will rejoice at 
the abolishment of the Sunday parade. 

THE Washington Hatchet of June 9, has a 
notice of an effort to enforce the Sunday law in 
Washington, D. C., in which this sentence occurs: 
"This hypocritical pretense of remembering the 
Sabbath-day to keep it holy by driving people 
into all sorts of excesses should be done away 
with at once." The idea is that people are com
pelled to rest on Sunday and they are forbidden 
to go to places of amusement, or rather the mu
seums and other like places of public resort are 
closed upon that day; hence the people who find 
time hanging heavily upon their hands, seek pleas
ure in more doubtful places. It is certainly an 
evil to compel people to be idle, and then forbid 
them to engage in innocent recreation. We can
not think but that it is a mistake to mab certain 
acts criminal upon one day which are perfectly 
legitimate and proper upon other days. The 
only proper basis for Sabbath observance is a 
conscientious regard for the law of God. 

A NUMBER of Chicago ministers, with Bishop 
Fallows at their head, called upon the mayor' of 

. that city a few days since, to demand the Sunday
closing of barber shops and saloons. We can 
agree that saloons should be closed, not alone on 
Sunday but every day; but why barber shops are 
so particularly objectionable on Sunday we can
not imagine. We have never been in the habit 

of associating saloons and barber shops together, 
but perhaps there is a demoralizing element· iu 
shaving that we have overlooked. But, be this 
as it may, these Chicago ministers are terribly in 
earnest in their efforts to have both the barber 
shops and saloons closed. Speaking of their visit, 
one of the committee which called upon the mayor, 
said: "vV e did not tell him he must close the bar
ber shops and saloons on Sunday, but we gave 
him to understand he would be remembered if he 
did not." That is, they simply threatened him 
with politieal boycott if he did not yield to their 
demands. In this they showed that they were con
sistent National Reformers. The cardinal prin
ciple of National Reform is the cardinal principle 
of the Papacy, and the cardinal principle of the 
Papacy is to have every man do as certain lead
ers shall dictate. 

Words of Appreciation. 

THE following letter speaks fo~ itself, and is 
only one of many of a similar nature. It is sel
dom that we publish anything without the con
sent of the writer, but we trust that our Colorado 
friend will pardon this departure from our usual 
custom. The letter is so frank that we take it 
that the writer would be perfectly willing to have 
the public know his sentiments. 

EDITOR AMERICAN SENTINEL, OAKLAND, CAL.-My 
dear Sir and Brother: I call you brother because you are 
a friend of liberty, and any friend of liberty is my 
friend and brother. For some months past a good 
friend at Boulder, Colorado, has sent me many copies 
of your paper, which I have perused with pleasure, 
until now I want it, for a time at least. 

I am not a Christian of any sort, but I care not 
however much a person may believe in any religion 
so long as he is willing that his religion shall stand on 
its merits, without special favors from the law. You 
demonstrate the fact that you have faith in your 
religion, and are willing to have it take its chances 
with other beliefs. Good. I must also tell you that 
yours is the first and only Christian paper I ever 
read whose editors could apparently reason logically 
on matters pertaining to their religion. In this you 
seem to be an exception to the rule. 

I am very thankful to my friend for putting this pa
per into my hands ; for though I now take all the 
papers I can W.\'lll read, I will take time to read the 
ANERICAN SENTINEL. Of the copies sent me I have 
read, I think, every word of the reading portions, 
which is something I seldom do in perusing a relig
ious journal. 

Inclosed please find $1.25, for which send me the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL one year and" Civil Government 
and Religion," by A. T. Jones .. I wish to show my 
appreciation even of a Christian journal, when worthy, 
as I deem yours to be. I trust you may long be 
spared to continue your work. l.VI. H. CoFFIN. 

MAN has a right to speak, think, arld write 
with freedom upon all subjects; but he has no 
right to force his opinions upon others, or to per
secute those who differ with him in belief:
Machaivel. 

'THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. ' 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

he defense of American Institutions, the preservation 
of th\3 United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as regards religio~ or religious tests, and 
the maintenance of human rights, 

both civil and religious . 
It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

t'lward a union of Church and State, either· in name or in fac. 
Single Copy, Pe:r Yea:r, post-paid, - - - $1.00 
In clubs often or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, - QJ!. 

Address, AMERICAN .SENTINEL., 
1059 Castro St., OAKLAND, CAL. 
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WESTERN civilization utterly repudiates this 
idea [of paternal government], denies the exist
ence of any analogy between the family and the 
State, and seeks to make men and not children of 
the people.-Pres. George WasMurn. 

THE proper object of Government is to pro
tect aU persons in the enjoyment of their religious 
as well as civil rights, and not to determine for 
any whether they shall esteem one day above the 
other, or esteem all days alike holy.-U. S. 
Senate Report, 182[). 

----~~~-------
THE doctrine which, from the very first origin 

of religious dissensions, has been held by all big
~ts of all sects, when condensed into a few words 

' and stripped of rhetorical disguise, is simply this: 
I am in the right, you are in the wrong. When 
you are the stronger, you ought to tolerate me; 
for 'it is your duty to tolerate truth. But when 
I am the stronger, I shall persecute you; for it is 
my duty to persecute error.-JJfacaulay. 

KEEP it before the people, that Rev. W. D. Gray, 
secretary of the Missouri National Reform Con
vention, recently held at Sedalia, said: "I do not 
believe that Governments derive their just powers 
from the consent of the governed, and so the object 
of this movement ·is an effort to change that feature 
in our fundamental law." The convention did 
not dissent from this declaration of purpose, but 
elected Mr. Gray secretary of the permanent 
State organization. 

Till<: National Reformers wish in a general 
way to deny any idea of establishing a Church 
and State Government. This they do because of 
the well-known prejudice in this country against 
such a policy. But neither their writers nor 
their public speakers are able to disguise the real 
character of the movement. One of the latest 
admissions is found in the address of Rev. T. It. 
Tatlow, before the Missouri Sabbath Convention: 

"The party of carnal policy protests, and cries out 
that this is uniting Church and State. The Christian 
replies : It is indeed a union, but limited, and applies 
only so far as two separate jurisdictions-the one 
spiritual and primary and the other secular and second
a1·y-exercises each one its own appropriate authority, 
within its own individual province, to secure a two
fold good to the two-fold life of man." 

This sentiment admits all that we have ever 
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charged against the National Reform advocates, 
as aiming to establish Church and State union. 
It admits a union, with the spiritual jurisdiction 
as primary, and the secular jurisdiction as second
ary, each one exercising its own appropriate au
thority. ·with such a union once established, who 
can fail to see that the "appropriate authority" 
of the "primary "jurisdiction of the Government 
would be the supreme authority? It is about 
time for that party to stop denying that their aim 
is a union of Church and State. 

Mr. Crafts and Sunday Laws. 

EVERY argument which Mr. Crafts has ever at
tempted in favor of a National Sunday law has 
beeu repeatedly met and refuted, nevertheless he 
continues to deal them out to his various audi
ences, making no attempt to answer counter ar
guments except by denials, and by denouncing all 
those who do not agree with him in his pet 
schemes for religious legislation. A favorite 
argument with him is, that the principle op
position outside of liquor dealers comes from 
Seventh-day Adventists, Seventh-day Baptists, 
and Jews, who, he says, together form about 
seven-tenths of one per cent. of the population. 
This, to Mr. Crafts' mind, is a sufficient reason 
why their wishes and rights should be entirely ig
nored. But, with the man who loves liberty, the 
rights of a single individual are as sacred as the 
rights of any number. Neither will justice seek 
to invade the rights of any; but in effect Mr. 
Crafts insists that these people have no rights in 
this matter. 

Mr. Crafts defines personal liberty as " the 
space within the circle bound on all sides simply 
by the rights of others." But this is not the per
sonal liberty which he demands, or which he is 
willing to accord to others. He sneers at the 
minority who conscientiously observe the seventh 
day of the week, and is demanding legislation which 
would practically compel all such to refi-ain from 
labor also upon another day, thus depl'iving tl1em 
of one-sixth of their God-given time for earning a 
livelihood and a support for those who are de
pendent upon them. He insists that whenever 
one rests on Sunday, ·an must rest; but that this 
is not necessary is demonstrated by the fact that 
thousands of conscientious observers of the sev
enth day do rest absolutely from all secular labor 
upon Saturday, the busiest and noisiest day of 
the week. 

The personal liberty which Mr. Crafts advo
cates is such personal liberty as was granted some 
two years since in Arkansas, when the exemption 
clause in the Sunday law was repealed by the 
LeJYislature of that State. Under the law as it 
the~ stood for two years, conscientious Christian 
men, men who would not knowingly wrong their 

neighbors in any way or take a cent that did not 
belong to them, were fined and imprisoned for do
ing such ordinary anrl quiet labor upon the first 
day of the week as digging potatoes, painting 
buildings, and plowing in :fields at a distance from 
any public road. The same personal liberty is 
also enjoyed in Georgia, where for doing any 
kind of labor upon the first day of the week any 
person may be fined and imprisoned, the fine to 
go to the support of the Sunday-schools. Such 
examples show conclusively the innate wicked
ness of Sunday laws. 

Mr. Crafts professes to favor an exemption 
clause in the National Sunday law which he is 
demanding, but the only exemption which he is 
willing to grant is of persons doing ordinary labor 
on Sunday which will not interfere in any way 
with others who wish to rest upon that day. For 
instance, he would prohibit a seventh-day wor
shiper from keeping his place of business open 
on Sunday, because that, he says, would compel 
other people to keep their business places open or 
else they would suffer from the competition of the 
man who kept open on Sunday. He forgets that 
tl1e seventh-day worshiper doing bm;iness on 
Sunday would close his store upon Saturday, 
which is, as every business man will testify, the. 
best day of the week for business; but lVIr. Crafts' 
theory is that a part cannot rest unless all do, 
therefore the seventh-clay worshiper must close 
his place of busiuess on Sunday. Following this 
same logic no ordinary work should be permitted 
upon the first day of the week, the carpenter, the 
bricklayer or the plumber would also be prohib
ited from carrying on their vocations for the same 
reason, and Mr. Crafts' exemptions would 
amount to nothing. 

But seventh-day wor;;hipers want no exemp
tion clause. They protest against Sunday laws of 
all kinds for the reason that Sunday is a religious 
institution, and they deny the right of Government 
to recognize it in any manner. They object to 
it for the same reason that the German princes 
objected to the protest against the repeal of the 
Edict of Spires, namely, "because it concerns the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls, and that 
in such matters we ought to have regard above 
all to the commandments of God, who is King of 
kings and Lord of lords, each of us rendering 
him account of himself without caring the least 
in the world about majority or minority." And 
further, that to yield the individual judgment in 
such matters" would be to deny our Lord Jesus 
Christ and reject his holy word, and thus give him 
just reason to deny us in turn before his Father, as 
he has threatened." 

To admit that the Government has the. right to 
establish by law the keeping of any day, is to de
stroy individual responsibility to God ; it is in 
fact to put the Government in the place of .or in-
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stead of God. For, if it is right thf; t the Govern
ment should establish the observanc& of days, then 

. all good citizens ought to obey the laws of the 
Government and observe such days; and if the 
Government has the right to establish the observ
ance of a day, then it has'a right to change that 
observance and to place it upon some other day. 
vVould Mr. Crafts and his co-workers in the so
called National Reform movement be willing to 
keep Wednesday or Friday if the Government 
should require it? Certainly not. They would 
immediately insist with great vehemence that their 
religious liberty was infringed, but it would no 
more be infringed than is the liberty of the sev
enth-day worshiper who is also required to rest 
on Sunday. 

But it may be urged, and it is urged, that if an 
exemption clause is inserted in the bill, nobody's 
liberty is infringed. But this cannot be admitted 
for a moment. If the State has a right to require 
the man who has no conscientious regard for any 
day to rest upon a certain day, then it has the 
same right to require the man who has a consci
entious regard for one day to rest upon some other 
day. In matters of conscience there must be abso
lute equality. "\Ve cannot say that because a man 
is an infidel he has not as good right to his con
victions, or to his doubts, if you please, as the man 
who is either professedly or virtually a Christian; 
for if the Gove1•nment has a right to discriminate 
and to say that Christians have certain rights 
that non-Christians have not, it follows that the 
Government must decide who are Christians, and 
who are not Christians; but in order to arrive at 
such a decision, the Government must first estab
lish a standard of Christianity, and that would he 
simply to establish a State religion; which is in 
fact the very thing the National Reformers de
mand. Thus, it appears, that looking at it from 
any standpoint whatever, Sunday laws are unjust 
and oppressive. They destroy personal responsi
bility to God, put the Government in the place of 
God, and infringe the personal rights of the sub-
ject. C. P. BoLLMAN. 

Another Display of Colors. 

THE Chicago District Committee of the Ameri
can Sabbath Union have undertaken the work of 
advising the Postmaster-General as to his duties. 
From an "open letter" of the committeee to Mr. 
vVanamaker, we clip the following:-

We submit to your consideration the following 
points as some of those on which orders or recommen
dations from you ought to bring the postal service 
more fully into harmony with the proper uses of the 
civil Sabbath as a day on which the Government 
should protect its citiZens against interruptions of 
their rest and worship.: 

1. No postoffice to be opened at the usual hours of 
worship. 

2. No postal employes required to be on duty at 
hours that would take from them the opportunity to 
attend church. 

3. Stamp clerks to be entirely free from Sunday 
work. 

4. Mail bearing special delivery stamp to be uni
formly l;J.eld in the office as otl:ter mail, unless person
ally called for. 

5. No mail matter except lettm;s to be stamped or 
sorted on the Sabbatlr. 

6. Any postoffice to be wholly closed on the Sab
bath where a majority of the people of legal age peti
tion for such closing. 

It is not so much the lauguage of the sugges
tions as.the fact of their being made, to which at
tention is called. This "open letter " is a mild 
attempt to oper11te on the line markt'd out by 

Rev. Sam Small, an ardent National Reformer 
and popular "revivalist." His idea of a Reform 
Government is thus expressed :-

"I want to see the day come when the church shall 
be the arbiter of all legislation, State, national and 
municipal; when the great churches of the country 
can come together harmoniously and issue their edict, 
and the legislative powers will respect it and enact it 
into laws." · 

Of course the Postmaster-General has not legis
lative powers, but the principle is the same. And 
then, as Mr. Crafts said on the occasion of the 
drafting of the committee's open letter, "it is a 
fact that the Postmaster-General has the most au
tocratic powers of any officer under the United 
States Government, and he could order the com
plete cessation of labor in all departments of the 
mail service on the Sabbath, but such an order 
would not be permanent as would a law of Con
gress." The Reformers, knowing that they have 
a strong sympathizer in the person of an officer 
holding "autocratic powers," cannot forego the 
experiment of trying the influence of the church. 
So with every favorable tum in their affairs, the 
real spirit of their movement becomes more and 
more manifest. 

A Lutheran Minister on National 
Reform. 

" \V OULD the success of the National Reform 
movement lead to a union of Church and State?" 
is the title of an essay read by Rev. Carl Acker
mann, before the Lutheran Conference at Loudon
ville, Ohio, January 15, 1889, and published by 
request of the Conference in the Lutheran Stand
ard, Columbus, of April 27, May 4, and May 11, 
from which we take the following extracts which 
are worthy, as is indeed the entire essay, of a 

. careful perusal:-
Both Church and State have important fields 

of action in the affairs of men, and both are 
divinely ordered. God himself has in
stituted the powers that be. "Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God ; the powers that be are 
ordained of God." Rom.13: 1; compare Prov. 
8: 15, 16. The principles underlying the founda
tion of government are as immutable as the 
Almighty himself-they are the principles o( 
right and justice, and have their origin in God. 
And the application of these principles defines 
the sphere of the State's activity. Professor 
Sehuette in his "State, Church, and School," de
fines this activity as follows: "The object and 
duty of the State may be designated as that of 
protection. The Government must secure the in
dividual subject against injury to his person, 
property, reputation, and business; estlll'blish ·the 
limits of free action and protect him in the en
joyment of it within the lines so markeq out. It 
must defend him against all undue interference 
with the exercise of his religion and with the 
government of hi.s family. It mut;t insure to him 
safety and liberty of action in his social and 
religious connection and intercourse. 

From this definition it is clear that the province 
of the State's activity is the defense of man in 
his outward relations to his fellow-man, to protect 
him from harm and injury which may be inflicted 
on him, and to demand that, in all his actions, he 
take cognizance of the rights and privileg-es of 
others. It takes into consideration his relation to 
society. The work of the State is to 
supervise the life of citizens and to legislate and 
enforce those things which are necessary tor up-

holding right and punishing crime."-Rev. J. A. 
Scolt Jr., in Christian at Work. 

"The civil law extends over the body of man, 
his property, and whatever is external on earth
no farther."-Luther. 

The sphere of activity for the church is upon 
a different plane. She takes into consideration 
the spiritual wants of man. For that 
purpose God has also given the church the neces
sary means. By inspiration he guided the 
prophets and apostles to record his holy will. 
And by his Spirit he makes that inspired Word a 
power of God to break the heart of stone and 
new create it unto life and immortality. But it 
must be proclaimed, and to proclaim and teach 
the Word for the above purpose, is the God
given sphere of the church's activity. Her 
commission was: "Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16: 
15), and that same commission stands to-day. 
With the Word as the sword of the Spirit she is 
to do her work, and with it alone. "After that 
in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God. by the foolishness of 
of preaching to save them that believe." 2. Cor. 
1 : 21. . To the church alone belongs this office. 
She is to Christianize men, not by force of arms 
or human agencies, but by and through the 
Word. Force may bring forth a confession of 
Christianity, but only the Word can change the 
heart. 1Vord and sacrament are the only means 
of grace, and therefore the only means which the 
church can and dare use in her work of grace. 
" Her career lies within the kingdoms of earth, 
but is not of them." 

As already stated, then, both Church and State 
are of divine origin, and lmve at least in so far a 
common object that they botp seek the welfare of 
man and the glory of God. But "one is estab
lished by God as the Creator, and is therefore pre
eminently a dominion of his creative power and 
of providential wisdom and goodness; the other 
is established by God as the Redeemer, and is 
therefore a kingdom in which his grace and 
sancti(ying power especially preponderate." "The 
ministry of the one is to sanctify and save man in 
soul and body; the ministry of the other is to 
protect him in his outward relations, actions, 
possessions-to prosper him in his earthly call
ing." 

When we come to apply these principles to the 
work of the National Reform Association, we are 
met at the outset with a denial of any inten
tion on their part of a union of Church and 
State, a denial which has been reiterated time and 
again. But let us hear what National 
Reformers understand by Religion and State:-

"Church and State is always an unmixed evil; but 
religion and State is another thing. That is a good 

. thing-and that is what we aim to make a feature of 
our institutions, and we are going to have it. 

"It is just possible that the outcr;y against Church 
and State may spring rather from hatred to revealed 
religion than from any intelligent patriotism. But 
where is the sign, the omen, of such Church and State 
mischief coming upon us? Who will begin and who 
will finish this union of Church and State? If you' 
think the Roman Catholic can do it in spite of the 
watchfulness of Protestants; or that one Protestant 
sect can do it amid the jealousy of all the other sects; 
or that all these sects will combine to effect a joint 
union with the State, you have a notion of human 
nature different from what I have. Church and State 
in union, then, are forever impossible here, and were 
it e'ver so easy, we all repudiate it on principle. There 
are enduring, ever valid reasons against it. But re
ligion and St~:J,te is another thing. That is possible. 
That is a ~ood thing-and that is what we aim to 
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make a feature in our institutions."-Dr. J. Edwards, 
Minutes National Convention, N. Y., 1873, pp. 59, 60. 

"Constitutional laws punish for false money, 
weights and measures, and of course, Congress estab
lishes a standard for money, weights and measures. 
So Congress must establish a standard of religiont. or 
admit anything called religion, as it already has the 
Oneida Community in New York, the Mormons in 
Utah, and the Joss House in California."-Professor 
Blanchard, Minutes Pittsburg Convention, 1874, p. 71. 

'' If our nation will accept God as the source of all · 
authority, Christ Jesus as the nation's king, and his 
law as of supreme authority over them, its creed is 
orthodox."-Rev. J. C. K. Milligan, in Christian States
mum., March 21, 1884. 

" It is the duty of the State, as such, to enter into 
alliance with the church of Christ, and to profess, ad
here to, defend and maintain the true religion."-J. 
M. Foster, in Statesman, 1884. 

" This religion as understood by Protestants, tend
ing by its effects to make every man submitting to 
its influence a better husband, parent, child, neighbor, 
citizen and magistrate, was by the people [of Massa
chusetts] established as a fundamental and essential 
part of their Constitution, and ought, we claim, to be 
likewise established by the people of the United 
States, as a fundamental and essential part of their 
Constitution."-lion. T. ll. B. Patterson, 111inuteH Pitts
burg Convention, 1874, p. 89. 

"We want State and religion-and we are going to 
. have it. It shall be that so far as the affairs of State 
require religion, it shall be revealed religion, the re
ligion of Jesus Christ. The Christian oath and Chris
tian morality shall have in this land 'an undeniable 
legal basis.' We use the word religion in its proper 
sense, as me~ing a man's pers.onal relation of faith 
and obedience to God.''-Dr. Edwards, Minutes New 
York Convention, 1873, p. 60. 

From these extracts, which might ·be multi
plied, it is certainly clear that when, in Article 
II. of their Constitution, one of the chief objects 
of this Society is stated to be, "To secure such 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States as will declare the Nation's allegiance to 
Jesus Christ and its acceptance of the moral laws 
of the Christian religion, and so indicate that this 
is a Christian nation, mtd place all the Christian 
laws, institutions and usages of our Government 
on an undeniable legal basis in the fundamental 
law of the land," nothing less can be meant than 
that the statutes of our Government be so 
amended as to insert a confession of the religion 
of Jesus Christ in so far as the concensus of the 
evangelical Christian religion will permit, and 
make the holy Scriptures the formal rule of civil 
Government;· yea, that our Government "enter 
into an alliance with the church of' Christ and 
profess, adhere to, defend, and maintain the true 
religion," and that all who will be citizens of this 
new commonwealth must submit to this "legal
ized Christianity." 

What tyranny and perBecution followed the 
introduction of such a state of affairs in Massachu
setts, every reader of history knows. And has 
man so cpanged that it would be less so now? 

There are many who seem to think that a 
recognition of the Christian religion in the 
Natipnal Constitution is surely not to be deplored, 
apd that is all, they say, the National Reformers 
want. The above extracts already disprove such 
claim. But they have spoken on this point also. 
The Rev. G. P. Stevenson, one of the inaugura
tors of the movement and its corresponding secre
tary, and with Dr. Mc.Allister, founder and co
editor of tlw Christian Statesman, says in' an edi
toral, .Tunc 1, 1869 :-

"The design of the pending movement of National 
Reform is not to secure mention of God in theN ational 
Constitution merely because such mention would be 
decent and becoming. It is not, in the view of its 
most earnest supporters, to express a sentiment which 
the nation already feels, and to exhibit a Christian 
character which as a nation we already possess. The 

necessity for the reform lies far deeper than such 
arguments would imply. The success of our cause 
would have a far more momentous effect. Our labors 
are an attempt to bring this nation into subjection to 
God; and the conviction that we are not as a nation 
in allegiance to the King of nations, but in rebellion 
against him and so in imminent danger of destruction, 
is the real impulse of the movement.'' 

The object then is not simply the insertion of 
the name of God into the Constitution, but to 
bring the nation " into subjection to G:od " by 
force of law-of legalized Christian institutions 
and usages." And does not that subvert the 
principles enuncinted above? Does it not place 
powers into the hands of the State which nre be
yond its appointed sphere? vV e have seen that 
the work of the State is to protect men in their 
rights, and that everything which defines their re
lation to their God is the work of the church. 
National Reformers would Christianize the land, 
as it were, by legal enactment (see Minutes Pitts
burg Convention, 1887, etc). It would make all 
who would be full subjects of these United States 
to confess God and his Son Jesus Christ-to con
fess him, if not from conviction yet with the lips. 
The result would be, we will have a race of hypo
crites, and civil rulers and magistrates who are in 
heart servants of Satan will become the interpre
ters of Scripture, and will be called upon to decide 
what is and what is not the religion of the Consti
tution. And that is one of the most objectionable 
features of a union of Church and State. But, 
say the Reformers:--

" The State and its sphere exist for the sake of and 
to serve the interests of the church; " and "we will not 
allow the civil Governme11t to decide between the 
churches and to ordain church doctrines, ordinances 
and laws."-Christian Statesman, Feb. 21, 1884. 

Be it so. The National Reformers will then 
decide what that "Constitutional religion," that 
" National Cl1ristianity" is, and what "Christian 
institutions and usages " are legalized, while 
judges and civil rulers will be called upon to en
force them. But when that time comes, we will 
have retrogressed to the period of the Dark Ages, 
the arrogance of the popes of those terribledays 
will have full sway, and no element will be lack
ing to a perfect union of Church and State. 

How It Will Work. 

THE New Haven Register of June 9, 1889, 
under the l1eading, "A Rational Reform Law 
Demanded," quotes the following little story from 
the current number of the pictorial Judge, under 
the caption" Cui Bono ?"-for whose good:-

First TYorkingman-" Let's go to the Art Museum." 
Second Workingman-" Closed on Sundays, you 

know." 
Third Workingman-" Well, let's take a ride in the 

stage up Fifth Avenue." 
Second Workingman-" Don't run on Sundays." 
First Workingman-" Gad! then let's go in Von 

Bier's back door and fill up." 
The Register remarks that "there is a deal of 

philosophy in this story which our good friends, 
the members of the Sunday Observance Club, will 
do well to think over." It follows with lengthy 
comments in a similar strain, which we have not 
space to quote. But the supposed incident shows 
very clearly one thing, and that is, that if the 
National Reformers cannot see how their desired 
Sunday law would work, others can see it, without 
any dimness of vision whatever. Enforced idle
ness upon those who have no conscience as to a 
day of rest, is simply enforced demoralization and 
crime. Unless the law to rest shall be supple
mented by a law that all shall attend church, the 

majority will drift into the back door of some sa
loon and fill up. And even if they did compul
sorily attend church, there would be time enough 
for the saloon visitation after that. Instead of 
making this a Christian nation, the Sunday move
ment will only make it more unchristian·.-Review 
and Herald. 

Romanism and the Republic. 

THE following is from the pen of M. Leon 
Borland, in the F01-um. The statements that it 

contains, coming from the source they do, are 
worthy of more than ordinary attention:-

"Let us be Catholics," said Bossuet, " but let, 
us be Gallicans." It is in the spirit of this great 
French preacher that I, a Frenchmm1 by birth 
and education, would pr.esume to offer a brief 
criticism upon the Roman Church and its rela
tions to the American republic. Let us be Cath
olics, but let us be Americans. Is it possible to 
be, at the same time, loyal Roman Catholics and 
loyal American citizens? I believe that it is not, 
and shall endeavor to give the reasons underlying 
this belief. "If the liberties of the American 
people are ever destroyed, it will be by the hands 
of the Roman clergy." 'Vhen Lafayette spoke 
these words there seemed to be nothing whatever 
in the actual state of things to give them wanant. 
The Roman hierarchy was very weak anu very 
poor in these United States, and the churches 
were, for the most part, small missionary stations, 
widely scattered over an almost boundless terri
tory. Power and influence it had none; but it 
had a system which Lafayette knew well, and he 
saw in that system a potency which made him 
fear for the liberties of the Nation which he had 
done so much to establish with his treasure and 
his sword. 

He had seen it in his well-beloved France, as a 
mighty serpent, coiling itself' around the national 
life, and choking out the liberties of the people. 
This monster serpent, Ultramontanism, had 
crawled up out of the deep, dark, Roman sea 
many years before, and, as in the case of the 
loyal Trojan priest, Laocoon, had wound itself 
around the Gallican priest at the altar, and was 
slowly, but surely, strangling the priest and his 
faithful children, the sons of France. No native
born American could have seen danger when 

· Lafayette saw it. No one but a Roman Catholic, 
born and brought up in a Roman Catholic country, 
could possibly have seen any danger to the 
American republic in the few missionary priests 
whom the Roman Church had sent over to the 
New ·world in such a modest guise. 

A good-natured contempt for such danger 
seems almost universal among the citizens of this 
great republic. I do not like the r1Jle of' an 
alarmist, but I believe I see danger ahead, and 
am willing to expose myself to some ridicule in 
the hope of arousing my fellow-citizens to a sense 
of danger, which, as I believe, threatens the 
American Nation from the Roman Church. 

Look about you and see what the few poor 
missionary stations, in which Lafayette saw cause 
for alarm, have become. Behold the innumer- · 
able churches, cathedrals, monasteries, nunneries, 
seminaries, colleges, and universities which cover 
the American continent from east to west, and 
from north to south. See the army of priests, 
bishops, archbishops, and cardinals, all thoroughly 
trained under the most perfect discipline, and 
swearing implicit obedience-to the Constitution 
of the American republic ?-No; swearing obedi· 
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ence in all things temporal and spiritual, to an 
Itali~n pontiff, who lives in Rome arid issues his 
orders from a palace called Vatican. Leo XII!. 
sits in the Vatican at Rome and commands his 
army of priests and prelates in Amer~ca and Ire
land with as much absolute authonty as any 
Cresar ever commanded his loyal legions in their 
rubjugation of the nations of the earth. Lafay
ette saw but a few straggling outposts; we see the 
mighty army in solid column, with banners flying, 
marching with firm step and steady eye, conquer
ing and to conquer. But someone may say that 
they are the conservators and guardians of law 
and order rather than a danger to the peace and 
safety of ;he liberties of the people: . But is. not 
this a. comparative rather than a pos1tive blessmg? 
Is it not fair to {tSk why it is that the great ma
jority of the dangerous. classes are subject to the 
control of the Roman Church? Is it not because 
they are her own children, the proclucts of her 
system, if not of her teaching? Examine the. po
lice record of this or any other great American 
city, and I think you will find that at least 
seventy-five per cent. of the criminals are of 
Roman Catholic parentage. Is it, then, unrea
sonable to expect from the Roman Church some 
restraining influence Qver her own followers? 
If, then, the non-Roman churches exercise little 
control over the dangerous classes, is it not be
cause, for the most part, these classes have been 
born and brought up beyond the influence of 
their teaching? 

I have no reason to doubt that the great major
ity of Roman Catholic priests in America mean 
to be, and believe themselves to. be, good citizens 
of this republic. But they belong to a system in 
which free agency is impossible. They are mem
ber.> of an army in which the strictest discipline 
is enforced, and the most prompt and perfect 
obedience is required. The commander-in-chief 
of this Roman army is naturally and most. fittingly 
a R~man, not an American. What does the 
Pope of Rome care for the blessings of American 
liberty or American citizenship? The ambition 
of the Pope, whoever he may be, is, always has 
been, and ever must be, universal conquest. In 
taking command of the Roman Church he takes 
this oath. The Vatican claims absolute and su
preme authority in all things tempGral as well as 
spiritual; and every priest, bishop, archbishop, 
and cardinal throughout the world takes an oath 
of perfect submission and obedience to the Pope 
as the supreme lord and master of all things. 
This being .true-and let any priest or bishop 
affirm that it is not-is it not quite certain 
that the priest, whatever his private or per
sonal opinions and feelings may be as an Ameri
can citizen, must support the church-the Ultra
montane system-as against the State, at all 
times and under all circumstances? Witness the 
case of the distinguished priest, the late pastor of 
St. Stephen's Roman Catholic Church, New York. 
He was not permitted even the small privilege, 
as an American citizen, of being present at a po
litical meeting of which his superiors did not ap
prove. Do we not see, then, that the personal in-

. tentions and feelings of the Roman priest, how
ever good, count for nothing when we are consid
ering the attitude of the Roman Church toward 
the State? 

The American Constitution says that all men 
shall be free to worship God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences. The Vatican 
says that liberty of conscience is "a pest of all 
others to be most dreaded in a State." It is 

hardly necessary, I imagine, for me to enlarge 
upon this point, as all who know anything about 
the Roman Church know perfectly well that 
"heresy," according to that church, is the greatest 
of all crimes, greater than murder or adultery. 
Free speech and a free press are also among the 
fundamental principles of the American republic, 
but nothing is more offensive to Rome. Where 
she has the power of control she has never toler
ated, and she never will tolerate, either free speech 
or a free press. 

The late cardinal archbishop of New York 
said:-

" Catholics in this republic are.as strongly devoted 
to the sustenance and maintenance of the temporal 
power of the Holy Father as Catholics in any other 
part of the world i and if it should be necessary to 
prove it by acts, they are ready to do so." 

This, to a Frenchman, is pretty plain English. 
And these bishops speak as men having authority. 
Is one, then, to be laughed at as an alarmist for 
sounding out a note of warning, when bishops and 
cardinals representing a vast army of millions 
of communicants, speak out against the Constitu
tion of the republic in such threatening words? 

'l'he Roman Catholic vote has already become 
so important an element in politics as to decide 
the fate of parties. Every Roman Catholic is in 
duty bound to enter politics as a Roman Catho
lic, not as an American citizen. The press of 
this country understands perfectly well that if it 
would have the support of the Roman Catholics 
it must say nothing in criticism, but everything 
in praise, of the Roman Church, so that even 
now there is a practical restraint, if not a positive 
check, upon the freedom of the press. 

'fhe Roman Church claims, in fact, to be a 
theocracy, and, true to this idea, she enforces, when 
she can, obedience to her authority in all things, 
social, political, and economic, as well as in things 
religious, so-called. Has she not, within the past 
few weeks, asserted this political power in Ireland 
in the most positive and high-handed manner? 
Can there be any question as to the meaning of 
the Vatican Rescript, coming as it does in the 
midst of a fierce struggle of an oppressed people 
for political liberty ? 

Papal Tactics. 

DocTOR CRAFTs, field secretary of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union, seems to understand the 
tactics of those who in past ages have been en
gaged in work identical with his own. He stigma
tizes as "insignificant," "hair-brained," "woolly 
headed," " fanatics," "Saturdarians," etc., those 
who protest against being placed on a roll of 
heretics, to be punished by the civil power, sim
ply because they will not allow him to dictate to 
them their religion. It was the same in the six
teenth century, during the reign of Philip II. 
This king "declared that he would lose a hun
dred thousand lives rather than see any of his 
dominions severed from the ancient church." 
"Death to heretics" was his order ; and when 
"many nobles and citizens leagued themselves to 
demand a retraction of the hated edicts," the 
imperial council branded the petitioners as a 
"pack of beggars." Although the council had 
enough of school-boy puerility, and not too much 
self-respect, to call names, yet they appeared sat
isfied with a very limited assortment compared 
with the elaborate list employed by Doctor Crafts. 
They applied to the humble petitioners for civil 
and religious liberty only one epithet of oppro
brium, while Mr. Crafts exhausts human Ian-

guage to such a degree tl1at he is obliged to go 
into the manufacturing business to supply hi.s 
demand. But perhaps he can grind out "strate
gems," "duplicate" the names of petitioners, and 
manufacture new words all at the same time, and 
with the same machinery. 'Vho knows? 

A. DELOS w ESTCOTT. 

The King and His Professed Followers. 

ONE of the battle-cries of the National Re
formers is tha;t Christ shall be king of the Nation. 
Now no one can reasonably object to Christ being 
king of the Nation when he himself chooses to 
take that position. But there is serious objection 
to taking him by force to make him king. When 
he was on earth, and some fanatical persons were 
going to forcibly make him king, he promptly re
sented the act by eluding their insane -design. 
On another occasion he said, "My kingdom is not 
of this world;" then, either he has changed his 
mind or the National Reformers are chasing a 
phantom. 

But even if Christ were a candidate for polit
ical honors in this Nation, it is evident that his 
self-appointed representatives are sadly misrepre
senting him. He laid down as a leading princi
ple, "·whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto you, do ye even so unto them;" but the re
ligious legislation champions propD,ile to compel 
men by law to do whatsoever the Reformers 
would have them. do. Christ taught his followers 
to love their enemies, but the Reformers propose 
to " disfranchise" and even banish those who 
will not eventually fall in with them. Christ has 
plainly intimated that hypocrites have no place 
in his kingdom; but the Reformers count largely 
for success tm those office-seekers who will fall 
in with them when their movement becomes pop
ular. 

Then, as to the Sabbath question, over which 
such an ado is being made, Christ recognized the 
Sabbath of the commandment, and expressly dis
regarded the "traditions" which the National 
Reformers of his day had attached to it. If he 
were on earth to-day he would no doubt do just 
as he did then, for he is "the same yesterday, to
day and forever." But the Sunday-law clamorers 
reverse the order by ignoring the Sabbath of the 
commandment and setting up a traditionary in
stitution, in support of which they ask the State 
to issue a counter commandment. And all this 
in face of their claim that the law of God must he 
the supreme law of the land. 

Again, the apostle Paul, who had his com
mission direct from Christ, especially enjoins 
Christians "to be subject unto the powers that 
be;" but the National Reform party wants the 
powers that be to be subject to the church,
which, being interpreted, means the church of the 
Reformers. When Peter would defend his Mas
ter with a sword, the Lord told him to put up 
his sword, saying, "they that take the sword sf1i.l.)l 
perish by the sword." But the National Re
formers, through District Secretary M. A. Gault, 
declare their intention, if necessary, to use "the 
sword and the bullet." 

Christ taught his disciples, by both precept and 
example, to practice self-denial for the truth's 
sake. But in advocating Sunday observance, the 
Reformers propose to help out their Sunday
keeping allies by not allowing them to lose any
thing on account of their faith; therefore, because 
they want to keep Sunday, everybody else must 
be made to close business. Says Rev. George S. 
Mott, D. D.:-:-
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" The pe~on who keeps the law must not be put out 
and disadvantaged thereby. . . . The merchant 
who closes his store might find that his neighbor who 
keeps open on Sunday was drawing away a trade 
which belongs to him. Now we must not permit the 
Sunday-keeping merchant to be the loser because he 
regards the law, and so-must it be with all kinds of 
labor." 

Thus it is, no matter which way we turn to 
view this climax of wickedness, the so-called 
National Reform, we find it directly antagonistic 
to every principle inculcated by Him whom they 
professedly represent, and whom they would nom
inally proclaim king of the Nation. 

w. N. GLENN. 

Consistency. 

IN the Mieh-igan Christian Advoeate for June 
1, Rev. "Wilbur F. Crafts, D. D., has an article 

il 
entitled," Petitions against N atioual Sabbath Rest 
Law," in which he appears to be very much ex
ercised in mind to think that a " thousand or less" 
of the seventh-day worshipers were able to se
cure 230,000 individual signatures to a petition 
against the Blair bills in about two months. 

That which troubles the doctor more than any
thing else seems to be the foresight of the or igi
nators of this counter-petition, in furnishipg it in 
duplicate to the Senate and Honse of Representa
tives, and in so wording it as to cover everything 
in the line of religious legislation for all time to 
come. And so the good doctorexhausts himselfin 
vituperation and spite against "the little contin
gent of Seventh-day worshipers who form seven
tenths of one per cent. of the population," because 
of their diligent effort against the Blair bill. 

The doctor says: "There is a question of con
science involved in this Sunday-Rest law, but it 
does not relate to the thousand or less of seventh
day people who would not come under its jurisdic
tion." 

Now we would like to know what this question 
of conscience is, and why seventh-day people 
would not come under its jurisdiction. The doctor 
explains: "In the mail and military service and 
in interstate commerce, no Seventh-day worship
per can be consistently engaged." That is 
equivaleut to saying that everybody else can be 
consistently engaged in such service. What is 
there about such service that makes it inconsistent 
for a seventhcday worshiper to enga:5e in it ? - · 
simply this, it requires seven days' work in the 
week, and seventh-day worshipers are so con
sistent in their belief in the binding obligation of 
the Sabbath commandment that they will engage 
in service or labor of any kind only during six 
days in the week; while those who do engage in 
such service, either do not believe in the binding 
obligation of the Sabbath commandment, or else 
they are inconsistent in their profession. 

The doctor proceeded to explain the question of 
conscience. He says, "The real question of con
science is, whether the two million of our people 
who are now required to do on the Sabbath, work 
for gain which is not in any sense work of neces
sity or mercy, shall be required tl) continue work- · 
ing against health and conscience, or whether by 
the proposed National Sunday-Rest law and the 
influence that would follow it, their rights of con
science and their right to rest shall be protected.'' 

The doctor talks as if we were living in a condi
tion of slavery. Just as though these two million 
men had riot voluntarily placed themselves in the 
situations which they occupy. Every man of 
them, from the commander-in-chief of the army 
down to the third-class postmaster, used every 
influence at his command to secure the position 

which he holds, and that, too, with a full under
standing of what the duties of the situation re
quired of him. If they had any conscientious 
scruples in regard to the observance of Sunday, 
why did they voluntarily place themselves in a 
situation where they could not keep it? The 
facts are, these men have no conscience in the 
matter. But Dr. Crafts says, "there is a question 
of conscience involved in this Sunday-Rest law," 
and we would partic.ularly like to know who has 
this conscience. The men who require service to 
be performed on Sunday evidently have no con
science in the matter, and those who perform 
the service have none, so Dr. Crafts proposes to 
have Congress make a law which will give them 
all consciences for Sunday; and not only this, but 
the proposed law is to give physical health as 
well as consciences to those who are required to 
disregard a Sabbath commandment for which they 
now have no regard.- The writer is at a loss for 
a term by which to designate such a performance. 
It does not come entirely under the head of theol
ogy,. medicine, or political economy. But inas
much as it has to do with each, he would suggest 
as a fitting title for the proposed law, The Politi
cal- Theologicc~l-Psychologieal- Physiological- Sun-
day-Rest Law. EuGENE LELAND. 

Willis, Michigan. 

Nehemiah, the Tirshatha. 

TI,IE National Reform people cite the action of 
Nehemiah, in disallowing traffic ·on the Sabbath 
at Jerusalem, as a reason why labor and business 
should not be allowed on Sunday in this Nation. 
They say:-

" The merchants ofTyre insisted upon selling goods 
near the temple on the Sabbath, and Nehemiah com
pelled the officers of the law to do their duty and 
stop it. So we can compel the officers of the law to 
do their duty."-Elgin Convention, 1887. 

Nehemiah lived and acted during the theoc
racy of ancient Israel, the only true theocracy the 
world ever had or ever will have. Our Reformers 
propose a state of things similar in its practical 
workings. Notice :- ' 

"Every Government, by equitable laws, is a Govern
ment of God. A republic thus governed is of Him, 
through the people, and is as really a theocracy as the 
Commonwealth of Israel."-Cincinnati National Re
form Convention, 1872. 

Here we have it ; they want a theocracy-a 
union of Church and State, although to a man 
they stoutly deny it, but they "let themselves 
out" now and then and stand self-convicted." 

Now in working kr a theocracy, and one as 
truly such as was "the Commonwealth of Israel," 
and taking up the work of Nehemiah under the 
ancient theocracy, we can draw our conclusions 
as to what they expect to do when they get things 
"fixed" in this Nation. Nehemiah not only com
pelled the keeping of the Sabbath, but instituted 
other reforms. 

In the thirteenth chapter of the book of N ehe
miah we are informed as to his work. It is re
corded in verse 10 that he found that "tbe por
tions" or allowances of the Levites and singers 
had not been given them, so they had left their 
work and gone "every one to his field." Then · 
he " contended " with the rulers and said, "vVhy . 
is the house of God forsaken I" Then he has them 
all return and take their places, verse 11, and he 
arranges to have the tithe of corn, wine, and oil 
brought into the" treasuries" and appoints "faith
ful " officers to see that it is properly distributed ; 
verses 12, 13. Nehemiah does this "for the 
house of God." 

Now do the Reformers propose to tax the peo
ple to support the church under their theocracy? 
l\find you they hold up the work of Nehemiah in 
Sabba~h reform under the theocracy of Israel, 
and they tell us there will be one as " really " a8 
was the ancient one of Israel. It will be just like 
it in practical working. I repeat, do they pro
pose to tax the people to support the church 
should they get the power! It looks very much 
like it, and to make certain of it I need only to 
cite the reader to the Christian Statesman, Na
tional Reform organ, of February 21, 1884, in 
which Rev. J. M. Foster, one of the leading dis
trict secretaries, says, "the Nation's duty" is to 
provide the church "funds out of the public treas
ury for carrying on her aggressive work at home 
and in the foreign field." These people do not 
want Church and State. Oh, no, not they, but 
they want to help themselves out of Uncle Sam's 
treasury to carry on their schemes, and are not 
willing to have church property taxed either I 
They want everybody taxed to support the church, 
but don't want the church compelled to pay its 
share of the public revenues. They are all take 
and no give I 

Nehemiah continues his reforms, and the na
tional schemers propose to follow on and do like
wise. He found that improper marriages had 
been contracted. The Jews had been marrying 
foreigners. He shows them the wrong of this and 
" contended with them, and cursed them [pro
nounced judgment], and smote certain of them 
and plucked off their hair," etc. N eh. 13 : 25. 
Do our national theocrats intend to say who 
shall and who shall not marry? Do they mean 
to allow no marrying with outsiders-no marriages 
with any but church members? Or do they ex
pect to aompel everybody to join the church, that 
there be no restricted marriages ? Do they mean 
to imitate the zeal of Nehemiah and smite and 
pull out the hair of those who do not choose the 
right kind of life partners? If so they will be 
vigorous reformers indeed I Do they expect to 
make it lively for preacher's sons who marry 
Ammonites and Moabites I How far away do 
they expect to " chase" such unlucky bride
grooms as marry " strange wives" ? N eh. 13 : 28. 

This subject should by no means he treated 
lightly, but with gravity and sincerity. Nehe
miah was working under a divine theocracy and 
therefore under divine instructions. The "good 
hand of God was upon him" and his work was 
right and God approved of it. He was the Tir
shatha (governor) appointed of G,;d. The 
would-be Reformers are self-appointed. They 
can show no credentials as could Nehemiah that 
the hand of God is upon them for any such pur
pose ; his frown will rather rest upon them. 
They are self-constituted rulers-tirshathas-of 
their own appointing, and they will signally fail 
in building up the house of God and in glorifying 
his name. They should remember that Nehemiah 
lived under the only true theocracy that ever ex
isted, and acted as civil and religious ruler. Un
der the Christian dispensation Church and State 
are wl1oly separate. They should beware of build
ing again those things that were destroyed. They 
should also remember "particularly that the Sab
bath of Nehemiah was the Sabbath <)f the seventh 
day-which they so despise-and not the first day 
of the week. If they propose to follow him in 
Sabbath reform why don't they do it? 

N .• J. BowERS. 

"GoD is a Spirit, and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth." 
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The Sunday Question in Clev,eland. 

TH:E Cleveland, Ohio, Secular Union has become 
somewhat stirred up over the Sunday question 
because of the efforts of the ministers in that city 
to enforce the observance of the day upon all 
classes. We have no sympathy whatever with 
the religious views of these secularists, but we 
do claim that so far as man is concerned they 
have as good a right to their views as anyone 
else ; the fact of their being infidels should not 
place them outside the protection of the laws nor 
deprive them of the enjoyment of citizenship with 
all its privileges. Neither should a man be made 
an offender for a word, or for his faith. 

But erroneous as are the views held by these 
men, they have evidently arrived at a pretty 
thorough understanding of this Sunday question. 
We quote a single paragraph from their open 
letter to the ministers of Cleveland. They refer 
these gentlemen to the fact that according to the 
Scriptures, Sunday is not the Sabbath, and that 
according to the same authority the seventh and 
not the first day of the week is sacred. They 
then say:-

" Sunday was set apart for the sabbath simply as 
a matter of convenience. You will not deny this, 
we are sure. That being admitted, then what 
binding force should it have on those who do 
not care to observe it 1 Is it not a direct wrong for a 
certain class of citizens to try to oblige other citizens 
to observe their religious days? Is it not a violation 
of individual rights for a religious sect to endeavor by 
law to force other sects or systems to observe their 
ceremonies ? " 

The only fault we have to find with this para
graph is the implication that if Sunday were in
deed set apart by divine authority it would be 
proper to enforce its observance by civil law. 
This is a grave error. To admit that the State 
has a right to enforce any religions observance is 
to admit the whole question; for if it has a right 
to enforce those things which are of divine ap
pointment it must of necessity have a right to de
cide what things are of divine authority. The true 
principle and the only tenable position is, that the 
State can of right have <;.'Othing whatever to do 
with either defining or enforcing religious dutie,s. 

National Reform in Tennessee. 

OBION, OmoN CouNTY, TENN., } 
June 28, 1889. 

EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL: I send you 
the following copy of the steps taken against R. 
M. King, for working on Sunday:-
STATE OF TENNF.SSEE, } 

Obion County. 
To ANY LAWFUL OFFICER oF THE STATE : 

W. W. Dobbins having given information on 
oath to me, that R. M. King did, on the 23d day 
of June, 1889, it being Sunday or the Sabbath
day, and in State and county as aforesaid, and 
District No. 9, did publicly plow in his field, in 
violation of the law. You are therefore hereby 
commanded to forthwith arrest the said R. M. 
King and bring him before me, or some justice of 
the peace for said county, to be dealt with as the 
law directs. ' 

Given under my hand, this J nne 24, 1889. 

STATE OF TENNESSEF., } 
Obion County. 

J. A. PARKS. 

This day personally appeared before me, J. A. 
Barker, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county, W. 'W. Dobbins, and made oath in due 
form that one R. M. King did, on the 23d day of 
June, 1889, it being Sunday or the Sabbath-day, 
in Obion County, Tennessee, District No. 9, pub-
licly plow in hiil field. W. W. DoBBINS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this June 
24, 1889. J. A. BARKF.R, J. P. 

The trial is set for July 5, 1889. The recent 
heavy rains have placed farm crops in such a 
condition that farmers feel that it is necessary to 
work every hour they can in order to save their 
grain and growing crops. R. M. King is a strict 
observer of the seventh day of the week, and had 
rested on June 22 as he cvnscientiously believes it 
to be his duty to do, so on the 23d, being the 
first day of the week,. he went quietly about his 
work cultivating corn. He says he was in fact 
very quiet ; the corn was tall and he was almost 
hid from view, and made :no disturbance whatever. 

The Sunday before, one of his neighbors who 
makes no profession of religion cut wheat from 
9 A. M. till the close of the day with a self-binder 
machine, with several hands, yet no one com
plained about it, although he had not rested the 
day before. Just three week,s before R. M. King 
did the plowing (cultivating) for which he is to 
be prosecuted, one of his neighbors rafted logs all 
day on Sunday, working seven or eight hands and 
making much noise. This man is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church in good standing, and in 
good worldly circumstances~ 

Mr. W. W. Dobbins is a member of the Meth
odist Church. One of his b:t;ethren drove the 
reaper a part of the day on the Sunday before R. 
M. King plowed in his field. Yet Mr. Dobbins 
made no complaint about a member of his own 
church working on Sunday. He did not com
plain about liis Presbyterian neighbor's rafting 
logs on Sunday and working mules in order to 
get the logs to the water. These men made the 
usual amount of noise that teamsters make in 
drawing timber. The timber was not in danger 
of being swept away by the water, but they sim
ply took advantage of the stage of the water in 
order to save time and do a big day's work. The 
owner of the timber told R. M. King that he 
worked on t;unday in order to take advantage of 
the water, as he desired to get the timber out be
fore the water would fall in the bottom. 

WM. COVF.RT. 

THE Christian Nation, a National Reform or
gan published in New York City, intimates that 
Dr. Vincent, recently strangled to death by an 
apparatus for the treatment of spinal disease, 
with which he was experimenting, and also Mind
reader Bishop, were the victims of divine dis
pleasure because they both experimented on Sun
daY, Would it not be well for the Nation to first 
show that God himself has any special regard 
for Sunday before jumping to the conclusion that 
he is sending judgment upon those who fail to ob
serve it according to the National Reform order ? 
And while our contemporary is about it we would 
like to have it account for the fact that not a few 
ministers have dropped dead while preaching on 
Sunday, and also that no longer ago than May 26, 
a minister was struck by lightning in his pulpit on 
Sunday at the New Liberty Christian Church, in 
Fountain County, Indiana.-Signs of the Times. 

THE morality as derived from religion which 
the State needs will be best supplied by the con
finement of its agency to things temporal and the 
entire omission on the part of any attempt to 
administer things spiritual. The State can do 
religion no favor so great as to have nothing to do 
with it, and itself no favor so great as to let relig
ion alone. The moment the two are put in alli
ance with _each other both are injured.-Spear. 

What is Rest? 

WHAT is known as the "Sunday-rest" move
ment is again coming to the front, and the public 
may confidently expect a well-organized lobby to 
precipitate itself upon Congress early in the next 
session, and through its spokesman in the Senate, 
urge the passage of a rigid national law em
bracing its views· of the proper observance of Sun
day ..••• 

These "Sunday-rest" advocates try very hard 
to avoid the charge that their movement is an 
attempt to secure State interference with relig
ion, and their arguments are ingenious and plau
sible; but they are not likely to mislead men who 
are fit to represent the people. • • . The claim 
is made that legislative interference for the observ

. ance of Sunday would be good for the bodies and 
minds of the public, and that this divests it of its re-
ligious character; but so long as Sunday, the day 
~1pon which the majority of people worship God, is 
singled out for legislative experiment, the convic
tion will remain that it is an effort to connect 
Church and State-something that the Constitu
tion expressly repudiates, and the past horrors of 
which should be a sufficient warning to intelligent 
people. 

To restore the "Puritan Sunday" throughout 
the United States might have the effect of increas
ing church membership, but it is very doubtful if 
there wt'luld be a corresponding increase of sincere 
religion. Those who would be driven into the fold 
under the operation of an oppressive law would be 
like the conscripts forced to fight against their 
principles-a leaven of dissatisfaction to corrupt 
the entire army. 

But may not the people, after all, have as just 
and sensible ideas of the way to worship God and 
regulate their own conduct on Sunday as these 
self-constituted guardians? There are many, pos
sibly a large majority of the inhabitants of the 
United States, who sincerely believe that God is 
better pleased with the innocent enjoyment of his 
creatures, even on Sunday, than with their en
forced torture, under the guise of rest and respect 
for the day. What is rest ? Can one who is com
pelled to work during the week be said to rest on 
Sunday if he has to go unwillingly to church? 

Do the nerves take on a healthy tone, the 
muscles regain their elasticity, or the mental facul
ties expand,. because the spade or pick-axe is cast 
aside, or the weary toil of the counter is temporarily 
abandoned? There will be relaxation, of course; 
so there is in the unstrung bow, but unless the 
archer bends the latter in the opposite direction, 
its strength and springiness soon pass away. 

Rest means change, as well as relaxation. 
Those who advocate Government interference with 
Sunday can rest whenever they please. They are 
not confined to one day in the week, but can vary 
their pursuits and pleasures to suit their whims or 
necessities, and they are unable to appreciate the 
longing of the hard-worked toiler for one day in 
seven when he can do as he pleases without the 
intervention of bosses and superintendents, or the 
equally irksome provisions of a tyrannical law, 
provided he does not interfere with the rights and 
privileges of his neighbor. To suppose that God 
grudges him his rest or his innocent enjoyment is 
to deny the attributes of the Most High. The 
man who goes to churcp on Sunday morning is 
none the worse for rational enjoyment in the after
noon and evening, and whether he is or not, the 
Government has nothing whatever to do with it.
Sedalia, Mo., Bazoo, June 23, 1889. 
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NOW READY.! -SOJ.V[IC-

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. Desirable~ Valuable 
WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a treatise under this name, 

prepared by Alonw T. Jones, is now ready for circulation. 
This pamphlet contains the arguments in behalf of the rights of American citizens, and in oppo

sition to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor, Dee. 13, 1888. 

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READING," 
And Mr. Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have 
been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accompanied 
with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. 

The following specimen page from the book shows some of the questions and answers, and 
every page ofthc book~ replete with sound arguments by Mr. Jones. 
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Senator Palmer. -Do you suppose they intended 
there a practical theocracy ? 

Mr. J'ones.- I do, sir; but let me read further, and 
you will get their own words. 

Smator Blair.- If these women are trying to over
throw the institutipns of the country, and are about to 
establish a sacerdotal State, we ought to know it. 

Mr. J'ones.- That is true, and that is why I am 
speaking here; we want the nation to know it. 

Smator Blair.-These women need looking after, I 
admit. 

Mr. J'ones.- They do in that respect, and there are 
many men concerned in the same business. 

Senator Blair. -Otherwise it would not be dan
gerous. 

Mr. J'ones.- It would be dangerous anyway. A 
theocratical theory of government is dangerous any~ 
where. It is antichristian, as v{ell as contrary to right 
and the principles of justice. 

Senator Blair.- Do you suppose that the govern
ment of heaven is a theocracy? 

Mr. J'ones.- Yes, sir; but a civil government- a 
government of earth- is not. 

Smator Blair. -Then why is it dangerous? 
Mr. J'ones.- Governments of earth are not danger

ous when properly controlled. 
Se1zator Blair.- They only say that a true theocracy 

is yet to come. A millennium is supposed to be com
ing; perhaps they have reference to a millennium that 
we have not yet got, so that they will wait some years 
before they get it. 

Mr. J'ones.-But I am going to read what kind of 
laws they propose to make to bring in the millennium. 

Senator Blair.- So far as you have read, you have 
not touched the question ; for they say a true theocracy 
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NoTE.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
ishers to pay for the same. 

WE publish in this number of the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL an article entitled, "A Lutheran Min
ister on National Reform," for which we ask 
a careful reading. The article consists of extracts 
from an essay read before the Lutheran Confer
ence at Loudonville, Ohio, January 15. It is 
well worthy of a careful perusal. We will send 
the entire essay in pamphlet form to any address, 
post-paid for 3 cents. ---------THE American Catholic News, published in 
New York, accuses Col. Elliott F. Shepard of 
hypocrisy in the matter of Sunday-keeping as fol
lows:-

" He [Col. Shepard] owns the Fifth Avenue 
stages and has refused to run them on Sunday on 
the ground of his unwillingness to 'desecrate the 
Sabbath! It is now known that the editor of 
that sycophantic slleet [the Mail and Express] also 
owns the stages that run in Central Park, and not 
only does he run these on Sunday, but also the 
Fifth Avenue stages, too. The truth is that there 
is no money in running the Fifth Avenue stages 
on Sunday; so they are employed in Central 
Park, where the demand on 'the day of rest' is 
greater than the stages run there on week days 
cal! accommodate." 

THE "following item from the South Bend 
(Ind.) Tribune of June 1, is a suggestive com
mentary on Sunday laws, and on the claim of ·w. 
F. Crafts and his co-workers that the laboring 
men are ~la~oring for permission to rest on Sun
day:-

" The agreement among the barbers of Indianapolis 
to test the Sunday law was begun last Sunday by the 
keeping open of the Bates House tonsorial rooms, and 
barber Knox was promptly arrested. Tobacco stands 
in this State are allowed to keep open under a Su
preme Court decision that tobacco is a necessity, and 
the barbers believe that, if their case is properly 
presented, a favorable decision will be rendered. 
The saloons were all closed Sunday, but the drug 
stores were open and whisky can be b6ught by the 
quart at most of them." 

And what a victory for temperance it must be 
to have saloons closed and drug stores selling 
liquor by the quart ! Great is Sunday; and 
past finding out are Sunday laws! 

MR. CRAFTs, the field secretary of the so-called 
American Sabbath Union, is still swinging around 
the circle in the interests of National Reform, 
and as he goes is strewing his inuendoes and mis
representations everywhere. In his recent visit 
to Denver, in the interests of his so-called reform, 
he attempted to carry things with a high hand. 
We are informed that he was very much incensed 
because the AMERICAN SENTINEL was distributed 
very extensively in that city while he was there. 
A number of copies of the SENTINEL were given 
out from the office of the leading paper in Den
ver, and 1\f~. Crafts learning of this fact went to the. 
office and secured an interview with the proprietor, 
demanding that no more papers should be circu
lated from that office. · The proprietor of the pa
per very properly refused to be dictated to in such 

a matter, and the circulation of the SENTINEL 
continued. We do not wonder tl1at Mr. Crafts 
writhed under it, for the number of the SENTI
NEl· which was circulated on that occasion 
contained arguments which Mr. Crafts did not 
care to encounter, and which he is entirely un
able to answer. 

REv. A. F ASANOTTr, D. D., a Catholic priest 
of San Francisco, recently delivered a sermon on 
the subject of Sunday picnics. He stated, among 
other things, that his church did not object to pic
nics being held on Sunday, provided the parties 
"attend divine service before departing on the 
trip." Just so; and this same principle is largely 
responsible for the efforts being made at present 
by the National Reformers. It is not, after all, 
the sanctity of the Sunday Sabbath which they 
so much desire to bring about, as it is a desire to 
fill the pews of hheir churches. They greatly la
ment the fact that Sunday is being so universally 
"desecrated," but the principal reason for their grief 
is not because the sacredness, as they term it, ot 
Sunday, is being violated, but it is because this 
so-called desecration draws the multitudes away 
from the church, and for this reason they say 
that it must be stopped. 

REv. WILBUR F. CRAFTS, field secretary of 
the American Sabbath Union, says that" the as
saults of intemperance upon liberty and the 
home, call for national constitutional prohibition." 
(Herald of Reform, Cleveland, Ohio, Jun§ J.5.) 
And Elliott F. Shepard, president of that union, 
says that "constitutions are not made for such 
purposes and they cannot be used in that way with
out bringing our system, of government under 
written constitutions into inefficiency and trouble." 
(New York Mail and Express, June 2J..) These 
eminent reformists (?) are, however, agreed. that 
Congress should recognize Sunday as the Chris
tian Sabbath, and . enforce its observance by 
adequate penalties. The demand for religious 
legislation is, it seems, common ground upon 
which prohibitionists and anti-prohibitionists can 
meet and unite. . · 

"MY name is Legion, for we are many." 
Truly this may be said of Mr. Crafts' Sabbath. 
He wants a " civil Sabbath," an "American 
Sabbath," a" Christian Sabbath," and "theideal 
Sabbath of the Puritans," whichever he thinks 
will best suit the ever-varying circumstances of 
his campaign. ·we have not been able to quite 
understand the variation in definition, inasmuch 
as he wants them all on Sunday, until explained 
by placing the Missouri and Minnesota conve~
tions side by side. In Missouri, Mr. Cmfts said 
he was advocating an American, rather than a 
Christian, Sabbath; and when they organized 
their State branch of the American Sabbath Un
ion, they adopted the following as the first article 
of its constitution:-

" The object of this Association shall be to preserve 
the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's day, as a day"ofrest 
and worship." 

But in Minnesota he adYocated a Christian 
Sabbath, and declared that the convention was a 
"State Convention of those who represent the 
Christian Sabbath." So the first section of the 
constitution of the permanent State organization 
was made to read as follows:-

"The object of this Association shall be to preserve 
the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's day, as a day of rest 
and worship." . . 

We are glad this matter bas been made plain, 

so the people may understand just what the Re
formers mean when they present the various fea
tures of their chameleon Sabbath. There is 
nothing like having all these obscure points well 
defined. It is fair to presume, however, that Mr. 
Crafts' doctrine of the "ideal Sabbath of the Puri
tans" expresses the design of the above-quoted 
sections when fully carried out. 

Fai1· Play, a paper published in Valley Falls, 
Kansas, refers to the Blair Sunday-Rest bill and 
the Blair Educational Amendment bill, as" Chris
tian bills," but why, we are unable to say. Cer
tain it is that we have repeatedly shown that 
these measures are the very opposite of Chri~tian. 
Christianity teaches' that men should render unto 
Coosar the things that are Cresar's ana unto God 
the things that are God's. The Blair Sunday
Rest bill, should it become· a law, would require 
men to render unto Cresar that 'which is God's. 
Again, Ch~istianity teaches individual responsibil
ity to God, and that man owes the highest duty to 
God. The Blair Educational Amendment, which 
provides that the principles of the Christian 
religion shall be taught in ~he pu·blic schools, 
would destroy that responsibility and place the 
Government in the place of God; because if the 
principles of the Christian religion. should be 
taught in the public schools, the Government must 
define what are the principles of the Christian re
ligion. And, if we recognize the State as having 
~he right to decide this question for us, we virtu
ally agree to stand by that decision. That is, we 
agree to accept as Christianity whatever the State 
may declare to be' such. And to agree to such a 
thing is simply to deny the authority of God and of 
his word, and to apostatize from the true Chris
tian faith. Every good citizen will obey every 
law of the State which does not interfere in any 
way with his duties to God ; but no Christian can 
yield obedience to the State in matters which per
tain alone to his duty to God. The apostles 
taught that we should be subject to the powers 
that be, but when arraigned before the magistrates 
and commanded not to teach any more in the 
name of Jesus they said," whether it be right to 
hearken unto ~on more than unto God, judge ye, 
but we cannot but speak the things which we have 
heard." The Blair bills are not Christian but 
anti-Christian, for the reason that they are sub
versive of the very principles of Christianity. 

LET the National Legislature once perform 
an act which involves the decision of a religious 
controversy, and it will have passed its legitimate 
bounds. The precedent will then be established 
and the foundation laid for that usurpation of the 
divine prerocrative in this country which has been 
the dissolvin~ scourge of the fairest portions of the 
Old World.- U. S. Senate Report, 1-829. 
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"AI,L religious despotism commences by com
bination and influence, and when~"that influence 
begins to operate on the political institutions of a 
country the civil power soon bends under it; and 
the catastrophe .of other nations furnishes an 
awful warriing of the consequence."- U. S. Sen
ate Report, 1829. 

IT js ridiculous for any one to say that the 
fathers of the Constitution had any idea of estab
lishing an atheis~ic nation. Almost all of them 
were professing Christians, but they felt that their 
business was to construct a civil government-a 
republic, not a theocracy. To have introduced 
the name of God into the Constitution as the 
head of the Nation, and then to have left his rela
tions and his honors undefined, nor provisions 
made for his worship and his support on the part 
of the Nation, would have introduced a subject of 
perpetual contention in the body politic, be
cause it would l1ave stood as an anomaly in the 
great instrument. The logical sequence must 
have been the establishment of a State religion of 
some sort as a legacy of perpetual strife.-Rev. 
Dr. Armitage, Pastor of the Fifth Avemte Baptist 

' Church, New York. 

IN a recent article in the Union Signal, Mrs. J. 
U. Bateham says of the Blair Sunday-Rest bill: 
"All our arguments for the bill are based upon 
the civil Sabbath, not because we do not appreci
ate the religious aspect of the case, but because, 
we think that it has nothing to do with a bill be
fore Congress which must be sustained by other 

. than religious considerations." 
Commenting on this the Chr·ist·ian Statesman 

severely asks:-

" Does the writer mean to say that the obligation of 
the fourth commandment is not binding on nations 
and governments as well as individuals? . . . In 
other words, have nations nothing to do with the 
Christ who is Lord of the Sabbath? One chief pur
pose of the Blair Sunday-Rest bill is to set the Gov
ernment itself, in its Post-office Department and at 
other points, in a right attitude toward the Sabbath. 
Are there no religious considerations which bear on 
the question of the adoption or rejection of that meas
·~re?" 

We are surpris:cd at the native simplicity of 
Lhe Stategman. Of course all the arguments for the 
bill are f1 om a civil standpoint simply and only 
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because its friends know full well that the Amer
ican people are afraid of religious legislation. 
But this policy makes it none the less true that 
the underlying motive is the exaitationof Sunday 

· as a religious institution. The work of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union and its various auxiliaries is 
identical with that of the National Reform Asso
ciation, namely, as stated without challenge by 
Rev. \V. D. Gray, secretary of the Missouri Sab
bath Association, to change that feature of our 
fundamental law which accords with the Declara
tion of In~epeudence when it declares that "Gov
ernments derive their just powers from the consent 

· of the governed." To state the matter in the 
fewest possible words, lVIr. Gray might have said: 
" The object of this movement is to destroy relig
ious liberty in the United States." 

To Crush The Liquor Traffic? 

ON Sunday evening, June 30, 'the Pennsyl
vania Sabbath Assoeiati.on held a meeting in the 
Salem M. E. Clmrch, Philadelphia, at which sev
eral active workers for a Sunday law were pres
ent. One of the principal speakers was Lewis 
D. Vail, the attorney for the Law and Order So
ciety. After speaking of the continental Sunday, 
and arguing that the working men would be great 
sufferers, by its introduction into this country, 
1\fr. Vail spent the greater portion of his time 
talking about saloons and licenses. Speaking of 
a recent Supreme Court decisiml, he said :-

" The Supreme Court says that their location is not 
a matter of public convenience, and they can all be 
located in a solid block, if they so elect. These so
called wholesalers can sell at any time on a week day, 
and eventually they will sell on Sunday. They will 
send their own men to the Legislature, and will work 
to control every branch of the Government. 'Vhat 
you and I have to do is to fight for this control of the 
Government, and vote only for men who are pledged 
to work for good laws and for a better observance of the 
Sabbath. You may rest assured that God will look 
out for his Sunday, but we must do our work. God 
will grind this glorious country into powder if we di.~
obey his laws. If a so-called Christian man votes for 
a man opposed to God's law, even if he belongs to a 
dozen churches, the devil will get him at last." 

One need not take long to determine from the 
above what the Law and Order Society regards 
as the greater evil, the liquor traffic or Sunday 
work. Mr. Vail seems to feel very bad to think 
that the liquor-sellers are in danger of controlling 
every branch of the Government, and that they will 
locate their saloons anywhere they please. But 
the only remedy he and his Law and Order So
ciety have in mind is, to fight for the control of the 
Government, and when they get this control to-do 
what ? To crush out the liquor traffic? Oh no; 
to stop the sale of liquor on· Sunday. The Law 
and Order Society has not yet got educated to the 
idea that selling liquor on any other day of the 
week than Sunday is disorderly. 

If Mr. Vail really thinks that Sunday belongs 
to the Lord, he would do well to leave it with 
him and trust him to take care of it'; but we can
not avoid the suspicion that the reas•Jn why he 
and the other leaders in the Sunday-law move are 
working so zealously for Sunday laws is, that they 
do not believe that God has any regard for Sun
day any more than for any other day ; and they 
are afraid that if they leave it with him the law will 
not be enforced, and they are determined to make 
people keep Sunday whether or no. 

Rev. Mr. Redner, speaking of the prevailing 
disregard for Sunday, said the trouble was not so 
much with the chief justice and the other jus
tices as with Christians, ;ind professed Christians. 
That is exactly the point. Sunday is a church 
day; it is <>ne of the days which "the church," 
according to the catechism, commands to be kept 
holy along with Christmas, ·New Years, Easter, 
St. Patrick's day, etc. But a large majority of 
professed Christians do not carry out the com
mands of the church. They disregard the obliga
tions which they took upon themselves when they 
joined the church; and because of this disregard 
of church law, by those who belong to the church, 
the Sunday is not kept as a holy day. And now 
certain leaders in the church are kuockiug at the 
door of Congress with all their might to induce 
that body to pass a law to enforce the observance 
of Sunday. 

In other words, they are asking Congress to 
come to the help of the churches, and compel 
church members to obey its laws. This is the 
sole object of Sunday legislation, and stamps 
the movement for Sunday laws to be purely a 
step toward the securing of Church and State. 

E. J, W.· 

~Religion and the State. 

[WE take this article from the Journal and ]Jfessen
ger of May 23, a Baptist paper published in Cincin
nati, Ohio. Our readers will understand that it is an 
editorial review of a contributed article written in ad
vocacy of National Reform. The arguments pre
sented by the Messenger will not ba lost upon candid, 
thinking men.] 

On our second page will be found !tn article 
entitled National Ref~rm, written by the Rev. J. 
1\f. Foster, secretary of the N atiomtl Reform 
Association. It is an effort to justify the purpose 
of some of our fellow-citizens to bring about such 
a union between the Church and the State that 
the latter may become the executive of the for
mer. It is the result of adherence to the old idea 
of the theocracy as it existed in Israel and per
tained to the Hebrews, previous to the appoint
ment of their king, and even subsequently. It is 
the result of a failure 10 distinguish between the 
nation Israel and the true spiritual Israel, between 
the "seed" and the " children" of Abraham. It 
is an effort to apply the principles governing the 
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relation of child and parent to those who are 
aliens and strangers to the family and the cove
nants. 

It is a mistake constantly making in matters 
pertaining to reforms, that the State stands in 
the place of God, and that its bus1ness is to de
cide what is right and what is wrong, what is 
sin and what is not sin, and to legi;;la.te accord
ingly, forbidding and runishing sin, as such, be
cause it is condemned in the law of' God. It is 
an effort to load upon the State the responsibility 
of taking the "vengeance" out of the divine 
hand and punishing the evil doer, not simply be
cause of his offense against society, but because 
of his offense against divine law. And all this 
is, as it seems to us, a mistaken view of the 
province of government. 

As we understand it, government is a social 
compact, in which the individual surrenders to 
the State certain natural rights, in view of the 
promise, expressed or implied, on the part of the 
latter, to prevent or punish the infringement of 
those rights by any other member of the same 
society; and only when it is doing for the indi
vidual what he has a natural right to do for him
self, only when it is protecting the individual 
against interference with his natural rights, or is 
preventing him from interfering with the natu
ral rights of another, can the State be regarded 
as in its proper place. The State has a right to 
protect itself from harm, because thus it protects 
its individual members from harm; it has a right 
to promote the temporal intrrests of its citizens, 
and thus it promotes its own interests. Take, for 
example, the sin of lying; there can be no doubt 
that it is one of the most grievous and most prev
alent of sins; and yet the State takes no cogni
zance of it, except when it is in a court ofjustice, 
or when it is shown to have been specifically in
jmious to another citizen. And so we might go 
on through the long catalogue and show that it is 
the business of the State simply to protect its 
citizens in the enjoyment of all their natural 
rights, and whatsoever is more than that cometh 
of evil. By these principles we, as Baptists, 
have always stood and ought to stand. We rec
ognize one Master, God, the eternal, the unchange
able, the just.· For our religious beliefs 
and practices we refuse to give account to men, 
and the further ihe State keeps away from us, as 
it pertains to these things, the more it will be do
ing the will of our Master. 

The State has no right to enter into the place 
of God and punish any citizen, because of his 
sin against God. It has no right to punish sin, as 
sin. For the sinfulness of his acts the individual 
is amenable only to God himself. It is for the 
injury imposed upon his fellow-man·-upon society 
-that the State talms cognizance, and its pen
alties should never have any other end than the 
prevention of the recurrence of the offense, either 
as to the same individual or as to another. 

It is no part of the business of the State to 
teach religion or to look at questions from a relig
ious standpoint. It has been sufficiently demon
strated that men cannot be made truly religious 
by law, and that attempts to make them such re
sult in the most despicable hypocriBy and corrup
tion. It was the mistake made by the Puritans 
in New England that they made religion a mat
ter of statute law, and required all officers to be 
members of a church. The result was the" half
way covenant" and the condition of things found 
by Jonathan Edwards and set forth by him in 
his account of the religious condition of the 

country when he awakened to it, about the year 
1740. 

It is true that the Puritans attempted to set 
up a theocracy in New England, and that they 
required everyone to be religious, to. attend the 
churcl1, to pay tithes, to observe certain fast and 
feast days, and especially to observe the Sabbath, 
according to their ideas; and because some Bap
tists and Quakers refused to conform to the ideas 
oft he authorities, they were whipped and banished, 
and even hanged. Fortunately for us as a people, 
the Puritans did not settle the whole country, did 
not control all the colonies. In many things they 
were far superior to all others, but their defects 
were serious, and it was only after their good 
things had been fused with the goou things, of 
some others that the resultant was what we now 
delight in. It was as when two kinds of ore are 
brought together in the furnace and the resultant 
is a superior grade of iron. So it was when some 
other good things from some other sources were 
smelted together with the Puritan ideas, that the 
best results were obtained. And, much as we 
to-day rejo:ce in wlmt has come to us from New 
England, we like it the more because it has been 
transfused and modified by the good elements in 
other colonies. This country has made a great 
improvement in its moral tone and fibre since 
the Baptists effected its deliverance from the 
danger which menaced it under the first draft of 
the Constitution. Let us not forget our mission. 

Sunday Laws Discussed. 

TnE following paragraphs are from an article 
on Sunday laws by Wm. J. Fowler, published in 
the Rochester (N.Y.) Post-Express:-

" Every year during the prevalence of hot 
weather the Sunday question acquires unusual 
prominence. It is rather curious that the fiercest 
of the fight is going on while the clergy are off on 
their summer vacations. It isn't a good 
stat\) of things to have a very few men and women 
impressed with their personal responsibility for 
the good order of the entire community. Such 
responsibility needs to be more divided. 
"Whenever zealots in the name of religion attempt 
to manage the affairs of other people than them
selves, they inevitably run against a multitude of 
snags. I do not deny that it is in this way that 
an enormous amount of earnest Christian zeal has 
been worse than wasted. My entire sympathy 
with the excellent motives of such people does not 
blind me to their woeful mistake. The unchris
tian asceticism of the Puritan forefathers of this 
country is an excellent illustrat~on of my mean
ing. The American people have outgrown what
ever was wholly superstitious in Puritanism, and 
for the sake of true religion I am heartily glad of 
it. 

Christ subjected himself to great obloquy on 
account of his teaching. Pretty much all there
ligious men of his day hated him. The more "re
ligious" they were, or rather the more Pharisaical, 
the more they opposed him. It was at last in an 
excess of religious zeal that they crucified him. 
It may be taken as another parallel to their 
utterly hypocritical conduct, 'that they tried to 
avoid the odium of killing Christ for religion's 
sake, and claimed that they did it to uphold the 
Roman authority, which they pretended that 
Christ had threatened. 

"Jesus protested against this on his trial. It 
was, I think, the only time on that occasion that 
he did protest. He was entirely resigned to be 
crucified, provided it was done without false pre-

tenses. His manly nature could not ?-bide a sham. 
So he made even Pilate see the point with the 
terse argument : "If my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight." The Ro
man magistrate turned to the scribes and Phari
sees, saying, subr:tantially, "See ye to this. It is 
not my doings and I wash my hands of it." Af
ter that, Christ went to deatl; without a murmur. 

" It is reasonably certain that i.f Christ were 
living now he would rebuke most strongly any at
tempt to enforce religious observance of the Sab
bath, or anything else, under a pretense of pre
serving civil order. 

"The fuuctious of civil government are far bet
ter understood in this country than in any other, 
and they are very limited. They consist almost 
entirely in preventing people from interfering with 
the rights of others. This is only another way o~· 
saying that every man is entitled to the largest 
personal rights so long as he does not injure oth
ers. It is no discredit to the Puritans that they 
did not understand this as men generally do to
day. Nor is it any derogation to the honor justly 
due to the Puritans to say that they had mastered 
only the alphabet of personal rights. They be
lieved most heartily, and it was a great point 
gained for that time, in their own freedom to wor
ship God unmolested according to the dictates of 
their own consciences. 

"That other people had just as much right in 
this matter as themselves, did not occur to them. 
It was a little later evolution of this fundamental 
truth, that was revealed more particularly to the 
Quakers and Baptists whom the Puritans perse
cuted. I have always been rather glad that the 
doctrine of religious liberty was not at first fully 
revealed to the Puritan forefathers of Mas~achu
setts. They were always a proud, high-spirited 
set of men, and if they had had so much truth 
given to their charge they would have been 
prouder and more unbearable than ever. 

" But it is discreditable to men living now to 
try to mould religion and social order on the mod
els set by the Puritans two hundred years ago. 
They were not the best models even for their day. 
Roger Williams and the Rhode Island colony set 
much better. It seems to me that the 
way in which people pass their Sundays is no
body's business except their own, so long as their 
conduct interferes with nobody else. Whenever it 
does, the police magistrate can and generally does 
take cognizance of it. 

"A considerable part of our Sunday laws are 
relics of Puritan legislation which the public has 
long outgrown. They cannot be enforced, and 
their non-enforcement while on the statute book 
has a demoralizing tendency, as it familiarizes the 
public mind with successful defiance of the law." 

The Blair Sunday-Rest Bill. 

[The writer of this article, whieh we take from the 
Butler Eagle, is an old and respectrible business man 
of Coultersville, Penn., and a member of the Presby
terian Church. In a private letter to us he says: " I 
believe that the religion of Christ is the only true re
ligion. Of all men that dwell on earth the true fol
lowers of Jesus is the farthest from being a perse-
cutor."] · 

Christians all agree that one day in seven is to 
he set apart for holy rest and worship; but there 
is a controversy among them which day of the 
week is the right one, one part contendi>)g that 
the seventh, and tho other that the first day of 
the week is the proper one to observe. 

The thinking mind will recognize tl1is as a 
purely religious controversy. Now, Senator B1air 
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prop;ses that the United States Congress shall 
step in and settle this dispute in the church. 
The query is, how Congress can do this without 
taking sides in a religious controversy. If Con
gress settles it, it will be in favor of <me set of 
claimants and against the other, and in doing so 
will be deciding a purely religio'us question, which 
is union of Church and State. It is not necessary 
for the statute to declare in so many words thai 
"Church and State are hereby united." That 
satanic union is effected when the State attempts 
to define any religious duty. 

Again, all Christians agree that it is proper to 
use some kind of songs of praise in worship; here 
again they disagree, one part adhering to the Old 
Testament psalmody, and the other to the new. 

Now if Congress is the proper tribunal to settle 
the other controversy, it follows, that it is the 
proper one to settle this. If Congress can set the 
time for worship, it can also fix the mode. 

These cases are logically one, and Senator Blair 
and his followers cannot separate them. 

But lay aside all this reasoning. It does not 
matter whether Sunday laws are wholly religious 
or wholly secular, or partly one and partly the 
other, the result is persecution for conscience' sake. 

There is no need of hair splitting to see the 
perfidy of all laws that forcibly interfere between 
a man and his God. 

Let Congress once begin on this line of work 
and it will find plenty of it to do. The Catholics 
will petition for some advantage over Protestants; 
Protestants will ask for legislation against Catho
lics, and infidels will call for the closing of all the 
churches. 

The chances will then be for a religious war 
and reign of terror that would make a French com
munist shudder. 

The phariseeism of the Blair bill would make 
angels weep. DounLEYOU. 

Practical Workings of a Sunday Law. 

THE State of Tennessee enjoys the bliss of n 
Sunday law; and if there is anything civilizing 
and elevating in such a law, then Tennessee should 
be a happy State indeed. A certain neighbor
hood proposes to have peace and harmony and to 
hinder their " morals" from being "insulted" by 
enforcing the Sunday law of the State, and for 
this purpose a league has been formed. The fol
lowing is an exact copy of the pledge taken by 
this league when it was organized in this State 
last winter:-

" NoTICJ<:- To whom it may concern-That the un
dersigned citizens of--, being desirous of the wel
:ijtre of our community, and that peace and harmony 
may prevail, and that the morals of ourselves and our 
children may not be insulted and trampled upon by 
a willful violation of the Sunday laws of our land ; do 
this day pledge our word and honor, that we will in
dividually and collectively prosecute each and every 
violation of the Sunday law of our State that may 
come under our observation. 

Dec.10, 1888. 

This league seemed to tl1ink that all that was 
lacking in the way of morals and peace and har~ 
mony could be secured by giving life to the Sun
day law of the State. This league is composed 
mostly of the members of the Methodist Church. 
The Sunday law had long been violated by the 
people of this neighborhood. Scores of men have 
made . Sunday a day for hunting and fishing. 
The gambler has used it as a convenience for his 
purpose. The church members of different de
nominations, and also the non-professors, have 
made it a rule, if business was urgent, to do com-

mon bbor upon this day. This is the history 
with reference to the manner in which Sunday 
has been observed in the past, as gleaned from 
citizens of this neighborhood. 

No one has been prosecuted for violating the 
Sunday law in the past, but of late this church, 
which has been organized here for many years, 
has discovered a supreme necessity for the en
forcement of the Sunday law. But what has led 
to this discovery? Answer: The organization in 
this community of a small church who keep the 
seventh-day Sabbath. 

Members of the Methodist Church which had 
been organized for many years, told the elder of 
the seventh-day church that, if they "perrm:tted" 
him " to continue," their children would not know 
which the Sabbath-day was. They insisted that 
he must move out of the community if he wanted 
to keep the seventh day. He told them that he 
had been taught by them that this was a free 
country, and that he was allowed to worship God 
as he understood the Scriptures to teach. But 
they said that he must keep Sunday, and not 
teach their children that the seventh clay is the 
Sabbath; and if he did not comply with their 
wishes, he would be prosecuted. He cited them 
to the past history of the community, wherein 
Sunday had not been observed, and yet they had 
not prosecuted anyone for its violation. Their 
answer indicated that all parties would be com
peJled to keep it from that time on, whether they 
kept any other day or not. He argued that if 
he conscientiously observed the day which he be
lieved God required, they should not then com
pel him to keep a day in which he did not be
lieve, as that would be tyrannical. He also stated 
to them that he was a poor man, and could not 
afford to surrender one-sixth of his time from the 
support of his family. He told them that he 
could explain the matter to his children, and 
that, as far as they were concerned, he had no 
fears but that they would know wl1ich is the Sab
bath-day, and that the same course of action would 
be left open for them in tl10 training of their 
children. But this was the point that gave them 
so much anxiety. They could never make it 
plain to their children ; and, therefore, they 
would not tolerate his course. Nothing short of 
submission would be accepted by them. 

This feature of National Reform work was go
ing on in Tennessee while the notable National 
Reform Convention was being held in Washing
ton City last winter. Now for the fruit. The 
Sunday gaming and shooting has gone on since 
the league was organized, precisely as it did be
fore. But those who keep the seventh day have 
not been engaged in this kind of work. Others 
beside those who keep the seventh day, l1ave 
worked upon their farms on Sunday during this 
time in a more public and noisy manner than has 
been done by those who observe the seventh day. 
But not one word of complaint has been made 
about it. When, however, the elder above re
ferred to went ont into his field on Sunday to 
quietly plow out (cultivate) his corn, which was so 
tall at the time as to nearly hide him from sight, 
he was promptly arrested. He will certainly be 
convicted as a criminal, and as he is a consistent 
Christian man, he feels that it would be wrong to 
pay a fine for doing what he verily believes is his 
religious duty to do. So he will go to jail and lie 
there for obeying God ; and his professed Chris
tian neighbors will send him there to satisfy their 
hatred toward the seventh-day Sabbath. 

But is this all their zeal leads them to do? 

No, no; this seventh-day-keeping church uesired 
a minister to visit them during their quarterly 
meeting', and hold some services with them. But 
this Sunday-law league heard of it and deter
mined that it was not likely to deepen their 
neighbors' faith in the sanctity of Sunday, nor to 
create any hatred toward the seventh-day people, 
to permit him to labor in this neighborhood. So 
they organized a vigilance committee, and armed 
them with shot-guns, rifles, and re.rolvers, and on 
Sunday night, fired into a congregation of men, 
women, and children. Their aim was to kill the 
minister, the elder of the church, and another 
leading member. Some fifteen or twenty shots 
were fired, but as they had to shoot through the 
wall of the building and the windows, no one was 
bit, yet the balls pierced the wall, cutting their 
way through both the weather-boading and· the 
ceiling. One rifle-ball passed exactly through the 
space behind the desk that had been occupied a 
moment before by the speaker. It seemed a direc
tion of Providence that he had stepped to one end 
Jf the desk an instant before the shot was fired. 

If the Reverend Doctor Brooks were here, he 
could not complain that the preachers do not 
"speak out." They are speaking out, and pro
posing that as many as do not worship as they do 
o,ball be killed. Rev. W. J. Coleman, who spoke 
at Lakeside, Ohio, in August, 1887, could find 
the army that he called for who are "ready to 
pour out treasure and blood n for the cause he 
was advocating. They are also ready to pour out 
the blood of innocent Christians, in order to com
pel people who observe the seventh day to keep 
Sunday. 

The minister above referred to, whose assasina
tion was attempted, had mildly but in a very 
plain and convincing manner, set before the peo
ple of the community the inconsistent and unkind 
manner in which they had proceeded. He also 
showed that their course was un-American and 
Papistic. They replied with the rifle and shot
gun. 

vV e do not believe that National Reformers 
will approve of their course, but the spe~ches they 
make are, many of them, calculated to incite to 
just such deeds of violence. National Reformers 
should counsel moderation for the credit of their 
cause, if for nothing else.- Wm. Cove1·t, ,in Signs 
of the Times. 

--------~~--------

unnecessary Work. 

THE "unnecessary work" done on Sunday is 
the great bugbear of some National Reformers; 
and the Des Moines, Iowa, Registe1' takes, up the 
cry, with, however, the following comforting assur
ance:-
· "There is plainly a reaction in public sentiment in 
favor of refraining from all unnecessary work on the 
Sabbath. 

There is no doubt that unnecessary work tends 
to wear out the physical system as well as to 
squander means that would be better expended 
in necessary employment. The true philanthropist 
will oppose unnecessary work at any time. But 
the National Reformers are in this, as in some 
other ideas that are in themselves good, entirely 
too exclusive,-they want them confined to Sun 
day. Ha;:ing no other than human authority for 
the sanctity of the day, they evidently hope, by pil
ing all the good things upon it, and con:Uning them 
there, to make it holy. 

First, they want to have temperance principles 
specially applied to that day, and are willing to 
have temperance limited there; thus their theory 
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of closing saloons on Sunday is virtually an argu
ment that it is the peculiar character of the day 
that makes intemperance wrong. Then comes 
their plea that unnecessary work on Sunday is 
so ~ery iitiurious to the health and morals of the 
people. It is a strange physiological theory that 
any unnecessary strain on the muscles or brain 
can be more hurtful on one day than on another ; 
but such is the muddle in which they become in
volved who attempt to turn everything into a 
bolster for the Sunday-sacredness dogma. 

·Yet true to National Reform inconsistency, 
these Sunday law crusaders, while deploring the 
evil effects of unnecessary labor on Sunday, per
sist in paving the way for such labor by making 
it impossible for the masses to engage in legiti
mate work. There is more unnecessary strain in
dulged on Sunday by many people than would be 
if they were not otherwise shut up to idleness. 

'The Church and the State. 

Tim subject of the union of Church and State 
is very imperfectly understood by very many peo
ple. • It has been thought that in order to form 
such a union some one sect or denomination must 
be made the State Church ; but a little consider
ation will show any one that such is not the case. 
The National Reformers say that they do not want 
a union of Church and State, but a union of relig
ion and the State. In a speech before the N a
tiona! Reform Convention held in New York 
City in 1883, Rev. Jonathan Edwards said:-

"We want such a religion, and we are going to have 
it. It shall be that so far as the affairs of the State 
require religion, it shall be the religion of Jesus 
Christ. The Christian oath and the Christian moral
ity shall have, in this land, an undeniable legal basis. 
vVe use the word " religion" in its proper sense, as 
meaning a man's personal relation of faith and obe
dience to God." 

But, even in the face of such a statement as 
this made by one of their prominent leaders, the 
National Reformers insist that they are opposed 
to a union of Church and State, but their denial 
amounts to nothing. Religion and the State is 
only another name for that unholy alliance be
tween the civil and the ecclesiastical power which 
has always been an unmitigated curse to both the 
Church and the State. Everybody aumits that 
Constantine united Chmch and State. But his 
first step was only to declare Christianity the re
ligion of the Roman Empire ; when he had taken 
that step, however, it was necessary that he should 
in some way, define Christianity. Then, as now, 
those who professed to be Christians were divided, 
not into organized denominations as at the pres
ent time, but into numerous parties and factions 
under the leadership of their respective bishops .• 
Between the extremes there was probably as great 
a diversity of opionion as exists now between 
Catholics and Protestants. Besides this there was 
a multitude of minor differences; and as the Em
peror had declared the Christian religion to be the 
religion of Rome, it was necessary that this relig
ion should be defined, and for this purpose a coun
cil was convened at Nice to decide the question 
as ,to what constituted the Christian religion. 
Thf National Reformers ofour own day propose to 
take similar measures. 

When the Blair Educational Amendment bill 
was under discussion a few months since, the ques
tion was a8ked, how it would be possible to carry 
it out owing to the diversity of views among 
Christian people. The answer given by the au
thor of the bill was as follows:-

"I believe that a text-book of instructions in the 
principles of virtue, morality and the Christian re
ligion can be prepared for use in the public schools 
by the joint effort of those who represent every 
branch of the Christian Church, both Protestant and 
Catholic." 

Again, Dr. Schaff, in defining what parts of the 
Bible should be taught in the public schools, says: 

"A competent committee of clergymen and laymen 
of all denominations could make a judicious selection 
which would satisfy every reasonable demand." 

But to carry out these suggestions would be to 
do just as Constantine did, convene a council of 
the representative men of the various-denomina
tions to define the principles of the Christian re
ligion, and with these principles authoritatively de
fined, and with the law on the statute books, and 
embodied in the Constitution requiring the prin
ciples of the Christian religion to be taught in the 
public schools, how much would we lack of hav
ing a union of Church and State? True, we 
might not have a denominational organization 
known as the State Church, and supported out of 
the treasury, but we would have practically the 
same thing, for we wonld have a creed officially 
recognized by the Government. 

There is one phase of this question which is 
generally lost sight of, and that is the rights of 
non-church people, or if you please, non-Christian 
people. The National Reform idea is that every 
government is a government of God, and that 
the powers that be derive their power from God, 
and this not in the sense in which the apostle de
clares that "the powers that be are ordained of 
God," but in the sense that his law should be the 
basis of their law, or in other words that men 
should be governed by the divine law adminis
tered by their fellow-men. 

"But on the other hand, the Declaration of In
dependence dechtres that " Governments derive 
their just powers from the consent of the gov
erned;" this, however, National Reformers deny. 
In the Missouri Sunday Convention recently held 
in Sedalia, Rev. W. D. Gray, the present secre
tary of the Missouri Sabbath Association, used 
these words :-

" I do not believe that governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, and so 
the object of this movement is an effort to change that 
feature in our fundamental law." 

Several men, prominent in National Reform 
councils, were present on this occasion, but not one 
of them lifted his voice to disavow this sentiment, 
and the Association subsequently elected Mr. 
Gray as its permanent secretary ; hence we are 
warranted in believing that he voiced the senti
ment of the Association. But if the National Re
formers be correct, and Governments do derive 
their just powers directly from God, and not from 
the consent of the governed, and if it is their duty 
to administer the law of God, it follows that they 
must decide what that law is, and what it requires; 
and if they have that right, then all good citizens 
should yield obedience to whatever decisions they 
may make. But to assent to such a thing would 
be to deny God, or at least to place men in the 
place of God, which amounts to the same thing. 

'fhe trouble with the whole scheme of National 
Reform is, that instead of making a man respon
sible to God it makes him responsible to earthly 
and fallible governments, for if the Government 
has the right to establish a religion and to define 
and say what that religion is, as it must do if it 
gives it any official recognition whatever, it has 
the right to change that religion, so that with ev
ery change in the Government there may be a 
change also in the religion. And if it is a duty 

the citizen owes to God to yield obedience to the 
religion of the State, it is equally his duty to 
change his religion with each change of the Gov
ernment. In short, National Reformers would 
destroy personal responsibility to God, and make 
the citizen responsible alone to the State. Instead 
of looking to the law of God to know what is right 
and what is wrong, a citizen would have to look 
to the law of the land, or at least to human in
terpretation of the law of God, to know his duty 
to God. For instance, under a Catholic govern
ment, it would be the duty of the citizen to adore 
pictures and images; while under a Protestant 
government, it would be sin and crime for him to 
do the same, thing. 

The only safe and tenable ground is to lleclare, 
as dicl the Saviour, that those things which are 
Crosar's should be rendered to Crosar, and those 
things which are God's should be rendered to God ; 
or, in other words, that those duties which we owe 
to the State should be discharged to the State, 
and those duties which we owe to God should be 
discharged to God. In short, that the State can 
of right have nothing whatever to do with defin
ing or enforcing the individual's duty toward 
God. Anything more than this puts men in the 
place of God, because it makes them judges of the 
divine law and allows them to usurp the place 
of conscience, and authorizes persecution for con-
science' sake. C. P. BoLLMAN. 

The Uses of a Sunday Law. 

MRs. J. C. BATEHAlii seems to well understand 
that their much-coveted Sunday law, when they 
get it, will amount to nothing in the way of se
curing a satisfactory observance of the day. 
She says:-

" If ;we get this law, and we must persevere till we 
do get it, it will be cause for devout thanksgiving; 
but we shall still find that "eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty," and it will still rest with us individ
ually, to so use the day as to obey God and the laws, 
and reap the fullest benefit from the day for ourselves 
and our families." 

That is it exactly. No one can be compelled 
by law to serve God, or to change his belief. 
Get all the Sunday laws you please, and it will 
still rest with each person "individually, to so 
use the day as to obey God and the laws." The 
only important effects that the law can have are 
to make hypocrites, and to inaugurate religious 
persecution. All those who believe in keeping 
Sunday would keep it without any law,-if their 
belief was worth believing, they would even keep 
it in opposition to law. On the other hand, those 
who observe the day when they do not believe it 
is right, show by that very act that they are hyp
ocrites; for any language or action which is 
contrary to moral conviction, is hypocrisy. A 
man may be a hypocrite to secure worldly ap
plause, or he may do it to escape the penalty of 
the law. It is therefore certain that any person 
who is constrained by civil law to keep Sunday, 
is influenced by that law to be a hypocrite. 

But what of those who adhere to their own 
convictions of duty, regardless of the civil power, 
and refuse to be made hypocrites by law? Only 
one thing can be done,-the State must inflict 
the penalty, just as it did upon Daniel and upon 
his companions. But to inflict temporal punish
ments upon any person for non-conformity to a 
religious institution, is persecution. Sunday is a 
religious institution, else it would not be proper 
to talk about its religious observance. Therefore, 
the enforcement of a Sunday law is religious per
secution~ 
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Such are the invariable uses of a Sunday law, 

if it is used at all. And these conclusions are 
not based upon theory alone, but upon actual ex
perience. 
· This is the kind of a law of which Mrs. Bate

llam says, "we must persevere till we do get it," 
and which to her "will be cause for devout 
thanksgiving." A similar strain of enthusiasm 
and "devout thanksgiving" appeared a few 
months ago in the Catholic Banner, the organ of 
the Papacy in Barcelona, Spain. It saicl :-

"Thank God, we at last have turned towards the 
times when those who propagated heretical doctrines 
were punished with exemplary puni&hment. The 
re-establishment of the Holy Tribunal of the Inquisi
tion must soon take place. Its reign will be more 
glorious and fruitfnl in results than in the past. Our 
Catholic heart overflows with :l:<tith and enthusiasm; 
and the immense joy we experience as we begin to 
reap the fruit of our present campaign exceeds all im
agination. What a day of pleasure will that be for 
us when we see anti-clericals writhing in ihe flames 
of the JnquiHition I" 

When we remember the cruel persecutions 
which have already occurred in some States of 
this Union by the simple enforcement of strict 
Sunday laws; when we remember that the ma
jority· of the so-called Protestant ministers and 
their followers in those States experienced such 

. "immense joy" in these persecutions that they 
almost unanimously remonstrated against the re
peal of the laws; and when we remember that 
these same so-called Protestauts are working with 
might and main to· make such persecution gen
eral all over this country, looking forward to the 
time as a "cause for devout ·thanksgiving," we 
confess our inability to discover any very great 
difference between the Protestant heart of Amer
ica and the Catholic heart of Spain. 

A. DELOS w ESTCOTT. 

Their Own Definition. 

EvERY prominent advocate of a religious 
amendment to the Constitution disclaims any de
sire to bring about a union of Church and State. 
They scout the idea that the establishment of the 
Christian religion by legal enactment would con
stitute such a union, and insist that such a result 
could only be accomplished by the legal adoption 
of some one denominational e1·eed as the religion 
of the Nation. But even their own definition will 
sustain the assertion that the National Reform 
movement is' a Church and State enterprise. 
They shrink from the name, because of its un
popularity, but not from the principle. 

Let us test the project, and the ultimate design 
of the originators by the construction of the term 
Church and State usually insisted upon by their 
adherents. The National Reform Association is 
the creature of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
and the association was organized for the express 
purpose of securing a recognition of the principles 
of that denomination in the Constitution of the 
United States. True, their plea is for " all Chris
tian laws and usages," but that expression had in 
view the broader purpose of' securing the assist
ance of other denominations; and the rus~ is prov
ing quite successful. 

The leading organ of the denomination in ques
tion is a publication entitled the Reformed Presby
terian, and as long ago as 1870, through the 
medium of its columns, Rev. James Wallace set 
forth the aim of the pioneers of National Reform 
in the following unmistakable language :-

"This important truth of the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ over the nations, was attained by our reformed 

and martyred fathers in Scotland, . . and has 
been transmitted down to us sealed with their blood, 
and is the precious and peculiar inheritance of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and distinguishes her 
from all the other evangelical churches in this and 
other lands. No other church professes to maintain 
this great principle in its practical applications. 

" The distinctive principles of the Reformed Pres
byterian Church are the principles, and the only prin
ciples, of National Reform. 

"The proposed Amendment of the Federal Consti
tution is an acknowledgement by the Government 
that God is the author and source of all authority and 
power in civil government; that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the ruler of nations, and that his revealed will con
tained in the Bible is the supreme law of nations. 
Now the Association for National Reform proposes to 
have these d;istinctive principles of the Reformed Presby
terian Church adopted into the Constitution of the 
United States, and annulling any_part.~ of that Con.~titu
tion that may be inconsistent with these principles. 
The adoption of this amendment into the Constitu
tion would be the Government doing . . . the 
highest honor to the Lord Jesus Christ, and the great
est benefit to our church. 

"The principles of National Reform are our princi
ples, and its work is our work. National Reform is 
simply the practical application of the principles of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church for the reformation of the 
nation." 

These statements are confirmed by Rev. J. R. 
\V. Sloane's account of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, in the "Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia," in 
which he says:-

'• The more special aml distinctive principle of this 
church, the one in which she differs from all others, 
is her practical protest !tgainst the secula·r character of 
the United States Constitution. Holding to the uni
versal headship of Christ, and that civil government 
is a divine ordinance, and one of the ' all things ' put 
under him as the mediatorial ruler of the universe, 
and that to him the allegiance of all nations is due, 
Reformed Presbyterians refuse close incorporation 
with any government which does not in some form 
recognize these principles, and give them effective ex
pression in its legislation. On examination of the 
United States Constitution, that remarkable docu
ment is found to contain no recognition of God as the 
source of all legitimate civil authority, nor of his law 
as supreme above all human laws, nor of his Son as 
governor among the nations. . . . The Constitu
tion does not recognize the Bible, the Christian sab
bath, Christian morality, Christian qua.lijicat'ions for 
civil officials, and gives no legal basis for any Chris
tian feature in the administration of Government. 
. . . They take the deepest interest in that reform 
movement which has for its object the amendment of 
the United States Constitution in those particulars in 
which they consider it defective. Indeed, they feel 
specially called to aid in its success, at whatever cost 
or personal sacrifice." 

The Reformed Presbyterian Synod of 1886, in 
its report on National Reform, said : " It is ours 
to hold up the ideals of God which have orig·in
ated the National Reforrn cause." And the Synod 
of 1885 ·said of National Reform, that " This is the 
tap-root of the Reformed Presbyterian Church." 

Although the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union has espoused the National Reform cause, 
an'd the Prohibition party is fast becoming its 
ally, there is no change of the original purpose. 
Although the American Sabbath Union--em
bra~ing nearly every denomination and various 
other elements, including" Christians and infidels, 
saints and sinners "-has been added to the army, 
there is still no perceptible change of principles. 
The recent quarter-centennial of the National Re
form Association reckoned all the progress of the 
combined forces as so much gain for the cause of 
N aiional Beform. 

vVith all the auxiliaries that have been added 
to the original force, there has been nothing to 
indicate that the National Reform of to-day is in 
anything different from the National Reform of 
twenty years ago, when it was acknowledged to be 

"simply the practical application of the principles 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.'' Then the 
proof is clear, that no matter how many Christian 
denominations, or how many secular societies, or 
how many political parties may ally themselves 
to this movement; its success will be the placing in 
the Constitution, to be enforced by the Govern
ment, "the distinctive principles of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church." And that, according to 
the definition insisted upon by those leaders who 
most emphatically deny such desire, will be to es
tablish a Church and State Government. 

w. N.GLENN. 

Putting Themselves on Record. 

WE published some two weeks since a con
tributed article which contained some account of 
the Minnesota Mass Convention of friends of the 
" Christian Sabbath," held in Minneapolis June 
10, 11, 1889, bnt we again give some of the facts 
for the sake of additional comment. 

In the third session of the Convention, Tuesday 
afternoon, June 11, the report of the Committee 
on Permanent Organization was submitted. The 
first article of their report for a constitution reads 
as follows :-

" The object of this Association shall be to pre
serve the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's <lay, as a 
day of rest and worship." 

They reported that the Association should be 
called the "Minnesota Sabbath Association," 
auxiliary to the "American Sabbath Union." 
The other articles of the report were the same as 
those adopted in similar conventions. After it 
had been read it was moved that it be adopted as 
read. This was seconded. The chairman then 
said:-

" It is moved and seconded that the constitu
tion as submitted be adopted. Are you ready for 
the question?" 

Elder R. C. Porter then addressed the chair
man, saying that he would like to offer an amend
ment to the first article of the constitution, as 
follows:-

" The object of this Association shall be to pre
serve the Sabbath as a day of rest and worship ; 
but in securing this object only education, moral 
influence, and persuasion shall be employed, and 
the religious rights of all shall be guarded against 
compulsory laws." 

Dr. JV. F. Orafts-" I would like to know what 
denomination this brother represents." 

Elder Porter-" The Seventh-day Adventists." 
Dr. Orafts-( excitedly) " Yes; well, this con

vention is called as a State Convention of those 
who represent the Christian sabbath; and it is 
not in any sense for those who represent the Sat
urday Sabbath. They have no natural rights in 
a convention of this kind except as listeners and 
reporters." 

The chairman sustained the objection, and the 
:report of the committee was adopted. 

From these facts we can see very plainly 
the spirit of the American Sabbath Union. We 
have nothing to say as to the propriety of the 
presentation of the resolution, or the refusal of the 
convention to listen to one who was not in full 
sympathy with them; but the point to which we 
wish to' call especial attention is, that the leaders 
of the convention utterly refused to recognize the 
principle presented in the resolution. By this 
they have placed themselves on record as in favor 
of compulsory laws, which shall contravene the 
religious rights of the people; and they have 
shown that morality is not the object of their 
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work. They have shown this in that they refused 
to confine themselves to moral influences in their 
work, and morality can be advanced only by 
moral laws. But the moral law is the law of 
God, and moral laws can be enforced only by the 
moral governor, that is, God himself. All that 
men have to do in the line of the moral law is to 
persuade men to keep it. 
~he refusal of the American Sabbath Union, 

which was represented at Minneapolis, to use only 
moral means in their work, stamps their move
ment as not a Christian work. They are not 
working to advance the gospel, but simply to 
compel men by force and arms to conform to their 
ideas. It matters not by what name they call 
themselves, they certainly have no right to the 
name " Christian " so far as their efforts to secure 
Sunday laws is concerned. 

The Sabbath Union and its Work. 

THE Cuyahoga County Sabbath Convention 
was held at Music Hall, Friday morning, under 
the auspices of the American Sabbath Union. 
What a nice, smooth-sounding name that is, to be 
sure I "American Sabbath Union!" How it 
lulls the people to sleep with a sense of perfect 
security; for surely these exceptionally nice peo
ple who compose the "American Sabbath Union" 
can do nothing which the average American citi
zen dare criticise I And yet nothing more forci
bly illustrates the dire necessity of patriotic in
struction in the school-room, from the lecture 
platform, and from that most influential of all 
public teachers, the independent, fearless, and 
honest newspapers of the country. 

The Cuyahoga County Sabbath Convention is 
one of the most thoroughly un-American gather
ings, both in point of purpose and sentiments ex
pressed, that has ever taken place in this city. 
The object of the convention, plainly and simply 
stated, is to compel the citizens of Cleveland, the 
State of Ohio, and the United States of America, 
to observe the Sabbath, commonly called Suntlay, 
according to the dictates and rules laid down by 
the American Sabbath Union. Of course the 
Constitution of the United States plainly provides 
that Church and State shall be forever kept sep
arate, but the Sabbath Union does not ask for a 
union of Church and State. Oh, no l It simply 
demands of the National Government that it en
force upon the people the strict observance of a 
National Christian Sabbath. 

The whole spirit of the convention may be 
summed up in the expression of Judge Dickey, 
who in a fine (?) burst of eloquence expressed the 
ridiculous and insolent sentiment that if people 
who emigrate to this country do not conform to 
the "American Sabbath," they should be refused 
admittance. According to this patriotic idea the 
observance of the " American Sabbath," as pro
vided by the rules laid down by the American 
Sabbath Union, is the chief qualification of Amer
ican citizenship. The American Union wishes to 
be distinctly understood on this question. It de
nies that there is or ever has been such an institu
tion as an American Sabbath. 

The Sabbath and all religions are prominent in 
the Constitution' of the United States only by 
their entire absence. The Christian Sabbath has 
absolutely no authority whatever to bind the con
science of an American citizen. The Constitution 
guarantees perfect religious liberty and equality 
before the law of all its citizens. That the rights 
of citizens in this respect are so often infringed 
~pqn..~. and ~gw~thnes openly denied, is simply be· 

'cause they have allowed such religious organiza
tions as the" American Sabbath Union" to in
fluence legislation, with hardly a protest. If the 
people want their rights they must assert them. 
Unless they do this, and promptly, they will 
awake some fine morning to find themselves bound 
hand and foot with religious fetters as galling as 
ever caused our fathers to flee from their native 
land and found a new world, a Constitution and 
Government having for its watchword the perfect 
and absolute religious liberty of the individual, 
and the everlasting separation of Church and 
State! 

The population of this country is made up of 
"every nation under the whole heaven," and 
each one has a right to enjoy ,his own religion 
without asking permission of prophet, priest, or 
king, or even a majority of his neighbors. The 
fact that the Christians are more numerous does 
not give them license to trample on the rights 
guaranteed the citizen by the Constitution, nor 
authority to force the people into . religious ob
servances at the dictation of the American Sab
bath Union or any otherreligious organization.
American Union, Cleveland, 0. 

A Timely Warning. 

WHILE so many of the ministers of the various 
churches are using voice and pen to further the 
interests of National Reform, it is refreshing to 
find occasionally one who has the independence 
to denounce the attempt which is being made to 
unite Church and State, and the manhood to de
clare for religious liberty as at present guaran
teed in our National Constitution. Rev. Mr. 
Mitchelmore, of Central City, Nebraska, is one of 
the few ministers who do not believe in the Blair 
bills, nor indeed in any such legislation. In a 
discourse preached Sunday, June 23, and pub
lished in the Merrick County Republic of J nne 28, 
this gentleman took for his text Ex. 20: 8, " Re
member the Sabbath-day to keep it holy," and, 
after remarking that the Sabbath was made for 
man and that the man who does not rest one day 
each week suffers loss, he said :-

"My religion is made up of the ten commandments. 
Upon the first four there can never be any human 
legislation. I am responsible to God alone for the ob
servance of these. And so I say as a Christian, as a 
citizen, as an American, you must not touch these. 
There can never properly be any union of Church 
and State; it is an unholy and unnatural alliance. If 
you will look back in American history you will see 
our forefathers leaving the mother country because·of 
this very unholy alliance. 

"Bunyan, you will remember, lay for twelve years 
in Bedford jail because he preached differently than 
the tenets of t~e Church of England required and be
cause he would not give money to its support. 

" So I might cite numerous examples. I know it is 
claimed that our forefathers persecuted others when 
they got to this country, but in this connection I't>e
lieve they have been too harshly criticised. Alas ! 
when they got here they found the same power ready 
to persecute that they were fleeing from. And they 
were persecuted and persecuted, and I want to say 
that the same spirit of intolerance is not dead. It 
exists to-day and only wants an excuse-the law to 
back it-to cause as much suffering as in the dark 
days of the past. 

" I can cite you a case that occurred in the State of 
Arkansas in the year 1887, where a young man was 
thrown into jail for 'worshipping God, according to 
the dictates of his conscience, on Saturday. While 
he languished in confinement his wife and child died 
and his little property wasted, His suffering was 
none the less terrible because it occurred in this en
lightened day and age. I could refer you, alas, to 
other similar cases, but I forbear. It shows you that 
old intolerance is not dead. As a further evidence of 
this there are a class of people trying to enact a Sun-

day law in free America, and if they succeed in doing 
so you need have no doubts but that they will enforce 
it. And the bill which is now before Congress, and 
to which I am opposed, always was opposed and al
ways will be opposed, is called the Blair bill. 

" I cannot begin to do this subject justice in the 
time allotted to me this morning. The Saviour said, 
'l\'Iy kingdom is not of this world, else my servants 
would fight.' It is apparent that the people who are 
pushing this bill through so quietly, so religiously, are 
not of his kingdom. See to it that the time never 
comes when there is a union of Church and State in 
this country. Fight against it not only yourselves, 
but_ teach your children to loathe and war against 
this monster evil which has filled the past with woe 
and tears.'' 

Such warnings are none too frequent, nor have 
they begun to come too soon. The danger is a 
grave one, and everyone who loves liberty and 
true Christianity should help to sound the alarm. 

The Danger Not Passed. 

THOSE who imagine that the danger of a 
Sunday law is passed for the present, simply be
cause the Blair bill is dead, should read both the 
the secular and religious newspapers published 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
This question is being more widely discussed 
than ever. People everywhere are taking sides, 
some for and some against Sunday legislation, 
and for various reasons the tide seems to be run
ning in favor of some such measure as the Blair 
bill. 

With a great majority tl1is is not a matter of 
conscience but a matter of policy. It is asserte(l 
that the railroads are favoring the cessation of 
Sunday work because they find t-hat they can do 
all their business in six days and do it at less ex
pense than they can by running on Sunday. It 
is also urged that other branches of business can 
also effect a saving in this way. Of course this 
argument, if true, will prove potent, not only with 
railroads but with many in other kinds of busi
ness, and when one man makes up his mind to 
rest on Sunday it is only human nature that he 
should want others to rest likewise, for they are 
not willing that others should conduct business 
upon days when they are not engaged in it; hence 
the outlook is not only for Sunday laws, but 
for exceedingly stringent Sunday laws. It fol
lows that the work of warning the people against 
the schemes of the National Reformers must be 
done quickly.-Signs of the Times. 

AccoRDING to the C' hristian Statesman of July 
4, "one chief purpose of the Blair Sunday-Rest 
bill is to set the Government itself, in its Post
office Department and at other points, in a right 
attitude toward the Sabbath? " Ah! we thought 
-no, we did not think, but it has been very per
sistently claimed, that the main object of the bill 
was to give the men employed in inter-state com
merce and in the mail service a weekly d:ty of rest 
for their health. The Statesman is neither as wise 
as a serpent nor as harmless as a dove, for it is try
ing to secure religious legislation and l1as uot 
the wisdom to disguise the fact. The American 
Sabbath Union is working for the same thing, 
but tries to conceal its real pu~pose, and proposes 
to give the })eople a sort of a religious pill so 
sugar-coated with "civil sabbath" arguments that 
they won't know what they are taking till they 
have swallowed it. 

AMONG all the religious persecutions with 
which almost every page of modern history is 
stained, no victim ever suffered but for the viola
tion of what Government denominated the law 
of God.- U.S. Senate Report, 1829, 
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NOW READY! -SOME-

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW, Desirable~ Valuable 
·wE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a treatise under this name 

prcpat·ed by Alonzo T. Jones, is now ready for circulation. ' 
'l'his pamphlet contttins the ttrgumcnts in behalf of the rights of American citizens, and in oppo

sition to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee on 
Education ttnd Labor, Doc. l;l, lSSS. 

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READING," 
And Mr. Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have 
been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accompanied 
with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. 

The following specimen page from the book shows some of the questions and answers, and 
every page of the book is replete with sound argument.~ by Mr. Jones. 

60 THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. 

Senator Palmer. -Do you suppose they intended 
there a practical theocracy? 

Mr. :Jones.- I do, sir; but let me read further, and 
you will get their own words. 

Senator Blaz'r.- If these women are trying to over
throw the institutions of the country, and are about to 
establish a sacerdotal State, we ought to know it. 

Mr. :Jones.- That is true, and that is why I am 
speaking here; we want the nation to know it. 

Senator Blaz'r.-These women need looking after, I 
admit. 

Mr. :Jones.- They do in that respect, and there are 
many men concerned in the same business. 

Senator Blaz'r. -Otherwise it would not be dan
gerous. 

Mr. :Jones.- It would be dangerous anyway. A 
theocratical theory of government is dangerous any .. 
where. It is antichristian, as well as contrary to right 
and the principles of justice. 

Senator Blaz'r.- Do you suppose that the govern
ment of heaven is a theocracy? 

Mr. :Jones.- Yes, sir; but a civil government-a 
government of earth-is not. 

Senator Blaz'r. -Then why is it dangerous? 
Mr. :Jones.- Governments of earth are not danger

ous when properly controlled. 
Smator Blaz'r. -They only say that a true theocracy 

is yet to come. A millennium is ;upposed to be com
ing; perhaps they have reference to a millennium that 
we have not yet got, so that they will wait some years 
before they get it. 

Mr. J'ones.-But I am going to read what kind of 
laws they propose to make to bring in the millennium. 

Senator Blaz'r.- So far as you have read, you have 
not touched the question ; for they say a true theocracy 
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IN a recent letter to the Christian Statesman, 
written from Cincinnati, District Secretary Foster 
says that the Journal and Messenger of that city 
gave an article on National Reform a few weeks 
since. But Mr. Foster forgets to say that the 
article was in point blank opposition to his so
called reform movement. It is an excellent arti
cle, and so we give it to the readers of the SENTI
NEL. We wish that it could be read by all who 
imagine that only infidels are opposed to the 
schemes of these pseudo-reformers. 

THE Christian Statesman of July 4, quotes ap
provingly the words of Rev. W. D. Gray before 
the Missouri Sabbath Convention :-

" I do not believe tltat, as a political maxim, Gov
ernments derive their just powers from the consent 
of the governed. And so the object of this move
ment is an effort to change that feature in our fun
damental law." 

These words need no comment, for they show 
positively and clearly that the object of both the 
National Reform Association and of the American 
Sabbath Union is to subvert the very principles 
of our Government an~ establish a religious des
potism upon the ruins of our free institutions. 

JuLY 10 a memorial was presented to the 
Helena Constitutional Convention from the Mon
tana Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, praying the convention to incorporate in 
the new constitution a clause providing for stric~ 
Sunday observance. Methodists were once perse
cuted for conscience' sake,butitseems that now they · 
are themselves becoming persecutors. An article 
on another page of this paper shows how they are 
using the Sunday law of Tennessee to drive from 
the State those who conscientiously observe the 
seventh day, and at the same time their brethren 
in the North are laboring to make such things 
possible in Montana. Has:Methodism lost its old
time power, that it is invoking the civil power in 
behalf of its dogmas? 

WE oppose Sunday laws not because the day 
is without divine authority, but because it is a 
religious institution, and because with matters of 
religious faith and practice civil government can
not of right have anything whatever to do. The 
innate iniquity of Sunday laws is well illustrated 
by the administration of such laws in Arkansas, 
Tennessee, and Georgia, where they have been 
used not to preserve the peace of the community 
while a portion of its citizens are engaged in wor
ship, but to oppress those who conscientiously ob
serve another day in obedience, as they verily 
believe, to the divine command. In the States 
mentioned, as the readers of the AMERICA11T SEN· 
TINEL are aware, men have been fined and im
prisoned for digging potatoes, painting, piowing, 
and such other work·. 

But it may be urged that this is only enforcing 
the law:; then why is it not enforced upon all alike? 
In all of these States, and in the very neighbor-

hoods where the hand of the law has been laid 
upon these seventh-day worshipers, members of 
other churches and men who belong to no church 
at all have been permitted to violate the law with 
impunity, no complaint being made against them. 
The law has simply been used to harass those who 
hold views that are distasteful to the majority of 
the community in which they live. Such laws 
are a disgrace to any State. 

ADVOCATES of Sunday legislation urge in be
half of their measure that they are willing to 
grant an exemption clause permitting Seventh
day people to do "private work" on Sunday at 
" almost anything except to open shop, which 
would interfere with the general rest." But are 
seventh-day people the only ones who have any 
rights which are bound to be respected? How 
about others who have no conscientious scruples 
in regard to Sunday. Must they rest simply be
cause others do? 

THE Denver, Colo., News is in favor of a Sun
day law which shall respect the "rights of those 
who from religious motives. keep another day," 
and " also the rights of people who attach no re
ligious significance whatever to any day." That 
would be a Vf:'ry peculiar sort of a law, and to
tally unlike any Sunday law ever enacted, for it 
would apply only to those who believe that they 
ought to religiously observe the d~,ty. That being 
the case it would seem that they might get along 
very comfortably without such a law, but possibly 
some of them need it to reinforce their consciences. 
But much as we would like to see them gratified, 
we are not prepared to admit that the State has 
any just right to compel any man to perform even 
those religious duties which he freely admits that 
he should perform. 

·WHEN the field secretary of the American 
Sabbath Union was before the General Assembly 
of the Knights of Labor last November, with the 
petition for a National Sunday law, the question 
was asked:-

" Could not this 'weekly rest-day be secured with
out reference to religion by having the workmen of 
of each establishment scheduled in regular order for 
one day of rest per week, whichever was most con
venient, not all resting on any one day? " 

The answer was:-
"A weekly day of rest has never been permanently 

secured in any land except on the basis of religious 
obligation. Take the religion out and you take the 
rest out. Greed is so strong that nothing but God and 
conscience can keep him from capturing all the days 
for toil." 

And yet in the face of thi.s it is denied that the 
Union is asking for religious legislation. 

A CORRESPONDENT Writing to this paper fNm 
PJacerville, California, under date of June 17, 
says:-

" Yesterday the Presbyterian minister had ·a 
congregation of only seven persons, all ladies and 
one of them his wife. He embraced this oppor
tunity to present the matter of a petition for a 
National Sunday law, which he did in this way. 
He said, "All who are in favor of keeping the 
Sabbath stand up.' Of course all the seven arose. 
He then said, 'My object in taking this vote is to 
send a petition to Congress for a Sunday law, 
and I wished to t:;tke the sense of the church.' He 
also said that other churches were doing the same 
thing." 

Our correspondent says he can give the name 
of every member present at this meeting, and that 

the total membership of the church is over one hun
dred. This church will of course be reported as 
being unanimously in favor of a National Sunday 
law, and the entire membership will be counted 
as petitioners in favor of such a measure. This 
does not seem exactly honest to ordinary people, 
but it is in perfect keeping with National Reform 
methods. 

'VE have received No.1, Vol.l, of the Western· 
American, a paper published in Chicago, Illinois; 
"devoted to politics that will preserve liberty, 
civil and religious." In his salutatory the editor 
says:-

" We shall courageously expose every attempt to 
unite Church and State, to secure fraudulently, pub
lic money for institutions under religious control, to 
weaken and in time destroy religious liberty." 

And again he says:-
"If the teachings of Christ mean anything, they 

command his followers to keep their hands and 
tongues out of politics, to concern themselves orily 
with a government that is not of this world, and to 
render unto Cresar the things that are Cresar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's." 

We welcome the American to this field, and 
hope that it will prove true to its motto, and to its 
statement of principles. Certainly there are not 
at the presenL time too many papers to oppose this 
work of a union of Church and State. 

SuNDAY-LAW advocates persistently assert that 
they do not want a union of Church and State; 
that nothing could be further from their designs 
or desires. Nevertheless the logic of their posi
tion compels some of their leading spirits to con
fess the truth. An utterance of the Rev. T. H. 
Tatlow at the Missouri Sabbath Convention is an 
evidence of this :-

" The party of carnal policy protests, and cries out 
that this is uniting Church and State. The Christian 
replies: It is indeed a union, but limited, and applies 
only so far as two separate jurisdictions-the one 
spiritual and primary and the other secular and second
a.ry-exercises each one its own appropriate authority, 
within its own individual province, to secure a two· 
fold good to the two-fold life of man." 

And what is such a union, but a union of 
Church and State? And if the spiritual jurisdic
tion is primary, must it not dominate the civil? 
That was exactly the state of affairs in Rome in 
the palmiest day of the Papacy. 

THE Al\IERICAN SENTINEL is always wel
comed to our table. It is for religion; but relig
ion free from the trammels of law. All expe
rience has shown that a Church in alliance with 
the State proceeds at once to become a monstrous 

.evil, and the religion of the devil. The thirst for 
power is natural to man, and the Churches of 
Rome and England have shown how religious 
men can abuse it. The Pope and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury are alike the enemies of all true re
ligion, true liberty, and true humanity. They are 
bulwarks of· barbarism.-Political Record, San 
Francisco. 
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TuE object of the American Sabbath Union is 
t~us defined by Rev. W. D. Gray, secretary of 
one of its auxiliaries, the Missouri Sabbath Union: 

41 I do not bel·ieve that governments derive their just 
powers f'rom the consent of the governed, and so the object 
of this movement is an ejfo1·t to change that feature of our 
fundamental law." . · . 

A WEEKLY day of rest l1as never been perma
nently secured in any land except on the basis 
ot religious obligation. Take the religion out,
and you take the rest out.-Rev. Wilbur- F. 
Orafts, field secretary of the American Sabbath 

· Union, before the General Assembly of the Knig ltts 
of Lab01·, as reported in the Journal of United 
Labor, November 29, 1888. 

' THE following from an editorial in tile a hristian 
Nation, June 15, 1887, we insert exactly as it is. 
Comment is unnecessary:-,--

"When the State becomes positively Christian 
in Constitution, and Christian men are elected to 
make laws, something like this will be done I A 
street-car company's charter will be granted con
·ditioned upon the running of cars free on the 
Sabbath for the accommodation of Christian people 
on errands of worship, or necessity, and of mercy, 
even as bridge toll is at present remitted on the 
Sabbath in some places. To this it will be ob
jected that others than Christians may ride for 

• otlwr than Christian purposes, which is very tru~ 
but the sin will be upon their own souls. The 
company will stiffer no hardsl1ip. The men em
ployed will be God's messengers for good, 'and 
in that day there shall be upon bells oftl1e horses, 
Holiness unto the Lord.'" 

IN 1828-~9 Congress was asked to suspend 
the carrying of the mails upon Sunday, and the 
committee to which the matter was referred 
reported adversely to granting the prayer of 
the petition. One of their reasons was as fol
lows:-

" Extensive rel·igious combinations to ej)'ect a polit·ical 
object are, in the opinion of the cornm.1:1tee, always dange1~ 
ous. This first e:Lfort of this kind calls for the estab
tablisnment of a principle which, in the opinion of 

. the committee, would lay the foundation for danger
ous innovations upon the spirit of the Constitution, 
and upon the religious rights of the citizens. If ad
mitted, it may be justly ap].l?'<'htndcd that the future 
measures of the Government will be strongly marked, if 
not eventuaUy controlled, by the same inftuerwe. All relifi ... 

ious despotisms commence by combination and influence, 
and when that influence begins to operate upon the polit
ical institutions of a country, the civil power soon bends 
under it; and the catastrophe of other nations furnishes 
an awful warning of theconsequ,ences." 

These are true words, but they were no more 
true when Hon. R. W. Johnston penned them than 
they are now, nor were they any more applicable to 
the petition then before Congress tlmn they are 
to the petitions of the American Sabbath Union 
and other bodies. That Union is an extens-ive re
ligious combination to effect a politic£d object, and 
it is dangerous. 

Should Civil Law Forbid Blasphemy? 

AccoRDING to Judge Cooley's definition, blas
phemy is an attempt to lessen ~en's reverence, 
not only for the Deity, but for "the accepted re
l1gion" as well. But any mftn in this wide 
world has the right to lessen men's reverence for 
the accepted religion, if he thinks that religion to 
be wrong. Consequently, that which would be 
counted blasphemy in this country, would not be 
counted blasphemy in China; and that which is 
in the strictest accordancwwith the word of God 
and the faith of Jesus Christ here, is necessarily 
blasphemy in China, or ·in Turkey, or in Russia. 
A man who preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in '"china commits blasphemy under this definition. 
He does make a wiUful attempt to lessen men's 
reverence for their accepted religion, and for the 
deities recognized in their religion. He has to do 
so, if he is ever to get them to believe in Christ 
and the religion of Christ. He has to bring 
them to the place where they will have no revet
ence for their deities .or for their accepted religion, 
before they ever can accept the religion of Jesus 
G':h.rist. Wherever the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
preacl~d in any heathen country, it is bla~phemy 
under this definition, because its sole object is not 
only to lessen men's reverence for their deities 
and for their accepted religion, but to turn them 
wholly from it. 

It is so like)vise in Russia. Anybody there 
who speaks against the accepted religion, or 
against the saints, or their images, is subject to 
the penalty of blasphemy, which is banishment 
for life to Siberia. 

But if blasphemy be a proper subject oflegisla
tion by civil government, if it be right for a gov
ernment to make itself the "defender of the faith," 
then it is perfectly1 proper for the laws of China 
to prohibit under whatever penalty it pleases, the 
preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ within 
the Chinese dominions; because its effect is to 
lessen men's reverence for the deities recognized · 
by China, and for the accepted religion of the 
country. And in that case there is no such thing 
as persecution on account of religion. The only 
persecutions that have ever been. were because of 

men's speaking against the accepted religion. If 
this principle be correct, then the Roman empir0 
did perfectly rfght in prohibiting under penalty 
of death the preaching of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 'Vhenever Paul, or any of his brethren, 
spoke in the Roman 'empire, they blasphemed, ac· 
cording to the Roman law. They were held as 
blasphemers, and were put to death under the 
very principle of this definition, which is the 
principle of the American statutes on the subject 
of blasphemy. The Christians had to tell the 
Romans that the Roman gods were no gods. 
And they did it with the express purpose of de
stroying reverence for them and for 'the accepted 
religion. Rome put them to death. And I re
peat, if the principle of the American statutes 
against blasphemy is correct, then Rome did 

·right. 
To make this clearer, I quote a passage from 

. the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania in defense of 
this principle, in a decision upon this very sub
ject, which says: "To prohibit the open, public, 
and explicit denial of the popular religion of a 
country, is a necessary measure to preserve the 
tranquillity of a government." That is precisely 
what the Roman empire did. Christianity did 
openly, publicly, and explicitly deny the popular 
religion of the country. It did it with intent to 
destroy men's reverence for the deities and the 
religion of that country. Rome prohibited it; 
and upon the principle of the decision of the Su
preme Court of Pennsylvania, which is the prin
oiple of American law on blasphemy, Rome did 
right, and Christianity was a blaspheming relig
ion. The principle of this decision seems to be 
that those who represent the popular religion of a 
country have so little of the. real virtue of the re
ligion which they profess, that if anybody speaks 
against it, it is sure to rouse their combativeness 
to such a degree as to endapger the public tran
quillity. Therefore, in order to keep civil those 
who represent the popular religion, , the State 
must forbid anybody to deny that religion. 

This decision of the Supreme Court of Penn
sylva11ia is one of the grand precedents that have 
been followed in all the later decisions upon this 
subject in the younger States; but this decision 
itself followed one by Chief Justice Kent of .the 
Supreme Court of New York in 1811, in which 
he embodies the same principles. He defends 
the right of the State to punish such offenses 
against what he calls a Christian people, and not· 
equally to punish like offenses against the religion 
of other people in this country, by the following 
argument :- · 

"Nor are we bound by any expression in the 
Constitution, as some have strangely supposed, 
either not to punish at all, or to punish indis
criminately the like attacks upon the, religion of 
1\follammed, or of the Grand Llama, and for this 
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plain reason: that the case assumes that we are 
a Christian people, and the morality of the 
country is deeply erigrafte4 upon Christianity, 
and not upon the doctrines or worship of those 
impostors." . . . 

This is only to argue that 1f the morahty of 
the country were engrafted upon the religion of 
Mohammed or the Grand Llama, and Christians 
were to speak against and deny that accepted re
.ligion, it wonld be proper that the State should 
punish those Christians for so doing. If that 
principle be correct, then a Mohamme~an coun
try has the right to prohibit the preachmg of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ within its limits. 

According to these decisions, Luther and the 
reformers of his day were blasphemers. • The re
formers did hold up to ridicule and contempt the 
popular religion of all Europe. They did r~ght, 
too; and when the State punished them, it was 
but carrying out the principles upheld by Chan
cellor Kent and the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- . 
vania, and all the other States that have legis
lated on the SUQject of religion: As we have 
already stated, it was upon this principle precisely 
that th~ Roman Empire forbade the preaching of 
the gospel of Christ. It only forbade an open, 
public, and explicit denial of the popular religion 
ofthe country; yet in forbidding that, it forbade 
the preaching of the gospel of Christ. But Christ 
sent forth his disciples to preach the gospel to 
every creature, and they did it in the face of the 
Roman law, and in opposition to the whole power 
of the Roman Empire; and everybody in all the . 
world has an undeniable right to make an open, 
public, and explicit, denial of the popular relig
ion of this country, or any other, if he thinks · 
that religion to be wrong. 

The principle ·of these decisions and of the 
civil statutes against blasphemy, is essentially a 
pagan principle, and not a Christian princip~e. 
It is peculiarly appropriate, therefore, that Clnef 
_Justice Kent not only cited the precedents of the 
church-and-state principles of the colonies and of 
the British Government, but appealed to the 
pagan governments of antiquity and the Papal 
institutions of modern Europe, as the basis of his 
decision. n is true that all these nations have 

·.set themselves up as the special guardians of 
their deities, and have prohibited the denial of 
the popular religion; and it is equally true that 
all these Nations have resisted every step in en
lightenment and progress tl\ilt has ever been 
made in the march of time. Every step fbrward 
in religion and in enlightenment has of necessity 
been taken in the face of all the opposition which 
these States and empires could bring to bea1·. 
But the principle of American institutions are 
neither pagan nor Papal. The principles of the 
American Constitution which forbids legislation 
on the subject of religion, are Christian principles. 
And it is strictly in order for Supreme Courts in 
making decisions in behalf of what they boast of 
as the Christian religion, to base their decision 
upon something else than the course of the pagan 
governments of antiquity, and the Papal institu
tions of modern Europe. Upon such a subject 
one would naturally expect them to refer to the 
teachings of the Author of Christianity, but they 
have never done so, for the very good reason 
that the teachings of Jesus Christ are directly 
against their theory. 

His word forbids civil government to have 
anything to do with what pertai:qs to God. And 
instead of teaching his disciples to prosecute, to 
fine, and to punish by civil law those who speak 
against them or thE.Jir religion1 he says, "J#ove 

your enemies, do good to them that hate you, 
pray for them that despitefully use you and per
secute you ; that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven." How can men be 
brought to respect God or Jesus Christ by civil 
penalties upm1 their bodies and goods? How 
can they respect the religion of men who are 
ready to prosecute and imprison them? Every 
principle of the thing is contrary both to the 
spirit .and the letter of Christianity. The religion 
of Jer:.us Christ properly exemplified in the daily 
lives of those who profess it, is the best argument 
and the strongest defense against blasphemy, 
both as defined by the Scriptures and by the 
civil statutes. A. T. J. 

Relation of Civil Governments to the 
Moral Law. 

AMONG right-minded . persons there· can be no 
question as . to the right of earthly governments 
to exist. There is. a class of persons known as 
"Anarchists," who deny that there js any neces
Fity for government or law, or . that one person 
has a right to exercise any authority over an
other; but these persons, true to their name, be
lieve in nothing; had they the power, they 
would cast God down from the throne of the uni
verse as readily as they would the earthly mon
arch from his limiterl dominion. :With such per
fOilS .'we have nothing to do. It is useless to ar
gue with those who will not admit self-evident 
propositions. The only argument that can effect
ually reach them is the strong arm of the law 
which they hate;·. Our argument shall be ad
dressed to those who acknowledge God as the 
creator and the supreme ruler of the universe, 
and the Bible as the complete and perfect revela
tion of his will concerning his creatures on this 
earth. With such, the declaration of the prophet, 
that " the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will" (Dan. 
4: 25), and the statement of the ap<;>stle, that 
"the powers that be are ordained of God" (Rom. 
13 : 1 ), together with many other Scripture ref-. 
erences to_..earthly governments, are sufficient ev
idence that nations have a right to exist. 

Admitting that earthly governments are in 
the divine order of things, the next question is, 
For what purpose? The word itself indicates 
the answer: Governments exist for the pur
pose of governing, or in othe~ w01:ds, .for the pur
pose of enforcing laws by wluch :JUStiCe and har
mony may be maintained. The apostle Peter 
says that governors are sent by the Lo:t:d ;"for 
the pmiishment of evil-doers, and for the praise 
of them that do well." 1 Peter 2: 13, 14. Paul 
says also that the ruler is God's minister to exe-

, cute wrath upon them that do evil. Rom. 13 :4. 
The next step in the investigation would nat

urally be to find out what laws earthly rulers are 
to execute. This is plainly indicated in the text 
last referred to. If the ruler is a minister of God, 
then the laws against which he is to execute 
wrath, must be such laws as God can approve
they must be in perfect harmony with the laws 
of God. Indeed, it could not be otherwise: for 
since- God's law is perfect (Ps.·19: 7), covering in . 
its range every act and thought (see Eccl.12: 13, 
14 ; He b. 4: 12; Matt. 5: 20-22, 27, 28), every 
human law must be embraced within its limits. 
No one can dissent from this proposition. It is 

. one of the fundamental principles of human law, 
as will be seen by the following extract from 
Blackstone's commentaries :-

"Upon these two foundatiODB, the law of nature 
and the law of revelat~on, depend all human laws ; 

that is to say, that no human laws should be suffered 
to contradict these. There are, it is true, a great num
ber of indifl'orent points in which both the divine law 
and the natural leave a man at his own liberty; but 
which are found necessary, for the benefit of society, 
to be restrained within certain limits. And herein it is 
that human laws have theirgreatestforceandefficacy; 
for, with regard to such points as are not in~ifferont, 
human laws are only declaratory of, and act m subor
dination to the former. To instance in the case of 
murder: . This is expressly forbidden by the divine, 
and demonstrably by the natural law; and from the~e 
prohibitions arises the true unlawfulness of thts 
clime. Those human laws that annex a punishment 
to it do not at all increase its guilt, or superadd any 
fresh obligation, in foro conscientiae [in the court of 
conscience], to abstain from its perpetration. Nay, 
if any human law should allow or enjoin us to com
mit it we are bound to transgress that human law, or 
else '~e must offend both the natural and the divine." 
-c-Chitty's Blackstone, Vol. 1, p. 28. 

The State, then, according to both sacred and 
secular' testimony, has no poWer to contravene the 
law of God; it cannot declare an act to be right 
or wrong, unless God's law so declares it, and in 
that case the innocence or guilt arising from the 
performance of the act, is due solely to the enact
ments of God's moral law, and not to the human 
enactment, •the latter being subordinate to the 
former. The indifferent points, in which, as 
Blackstone says, human laws have their only iq
berent force, are such as regulate commerce, the 
tariff upon imported goods, etc. These are sim
ply matters of convenience, or expediency. 

These questions being settled, the last and 
most important one is this: How far in morals 
have human laws jurisdiction? or, For how much 
of the violation of the moral law has God ordained 
that earthly rulers shall be his ministers to exe
~ute wrath? The Bible, which settles every im
portant question concerning ·man's duty, must 
also decide this. vV e shall find the answer in the 
thirteenth chapter of Romans, a portion of which 
must be briefly examined: 

"Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God ; the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Whoso
ever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 

·ordinance of God ; and they that resist shall re
ceive to themselves damnation. For rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to the eviL Wilt 
thou then not be afraid of t1Je power? do that 
which is good, and thou shalt have praise 
of the same; for he is the minister of God to 
thee for good." Rom. 13: 1-4. 

The "higher powers" do not include the high
est power. While every soul is to be subject to 
earthly powers, none are absolved from alle
giance to God. The service of the two will not 
be incompatible, so long as the earthly powers 
fulfill the object for which they are ordained, viz., 
to act as ministers for good. When they forget 
this, their subjects are bound to follow the exam
ple of the apostles under similar circumstances, 
and say, " We ought to obey God ·rather that 
men." Acts 5: 29. 

The verses above quoted from the thirteenth 
of Romans show plainly that earthly govern
ments alone are the subject of consideration in 
that chapter. The following verses show, with 
equal clearness, the extent·of their jurisdiction: 

" Owe no man anything, but' to love one an
other ; for he that loveth anoth~r hath fulfilled 
the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adul
tery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not 
covet ; and if there be any other co~nmandment, 
it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, 
Thou shalt love thy neigbbol· afJ thyself. Love 
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worketh no ill to his neighbor; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law." Rom. 13: 8-10. 
, "He that loveth another hath fulfilled the 

law" and "Love is the fulfilling of the law." 
What law? Why, the law concerning whic~ 
e(trthly rulers are the ministers. The law of God IS 
surn.med up in the two great commandments," Thou 
shalt love the Lrml thy_God with all thy heart 
and with all thv soul, and with all thy mind," 
and, "Thou shait love thy neighbor as thyself." 
See Matt. 22 : 36-40. 1'he. second great com
mandment, defining our duty to our fellow-men, 
is. expanded into the last six pre~epts of t~1e dec
alogue. These, with the exceptiOn of the fifth 
coinmandment, are directly quoted by Paul, thus 

· clearly showing to what )aw he refers when he 
'says, "He that lovcth another hath fulfilled the 
law." To make this still more emphatic, he 

·closes his enumeration of the commandments 
comr>osing the last table of the decal~gue, wit~ 
the statement that "love worketh no Ill to h1s 
rieio-hbor therefore love is tlte fulfilling of the 
Ia,::'' Now since the apostle is spenking only of 
earthly governme~ts, and the duty of ~heir su~-

. jects, we know that he who does. n? Ill to h1s 
neighbor--loves his neighbor as hnnself,---,-has 
fulfilled all the law of which these earthly gov
ernments are empowered to take notice. 

Thus it is seen that Paul's argument concern
ipg tlw office of civil government is confined to 
the last six: commandments of tl1e decalogue. 
But let itJ!Ot be supposed that human govern
ments can recoO'nize all violations of even these 0 . 

last six: commandments. Earthly governments 
are solely for the purpo;c of securing to their 
11ubjects mutual rights. So long as a man does 

'no ill to his neighbor, the law cannot molest him. 
But any violation of the law of God affects the 
ind·ividual himself first of all. For example: 

' Christ said that the seventh commandment may 
be violated by a single lustful look and evil de-

'- sire· but such look and desire do not injure any 
one' ex:qept the individual indulging in them; it 
is only when they result in the commission of the 
open act of adultery, thus injuring others besides 
the adulterer himself, that human governments 
can interfere. To God alone belongs the power 
to punish sins of the mind. 

Of the sixth commandment we are told '·that 
whosoever hates another has violated it; hut the 
State cannot prevent a man from hating another, 
nor take any notice of hatred un'il it culminates 
in open crime. 

There are innumerable ways in which the fifth 
commandment may be violated, for which the 
civil government has neither the right nor the 
·power to punish. Only in extreme cases can the 
State interfere. A man may be covetous, and 
yethc is not liable to punishment until his covet
ousness results in open theft or swindling. Yet 
before the a.ct is accomplished, of which the State 
can take notice, a man's covetousness or lying or 
hatred may work great annoyance to his neigh
bors. 

We see, then, how imperfect are' human gov
ernments even within the sphere alotted to them. 
God alone has the power to read the heart, and 
·he alone has the right to " bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good or whether it be evil." ·with matters of 
purely a religious nature-those which rest so!ely. 
upon our relation to God, and not to our nmgh
bor-human governments have no right to inter
fere. Concerning them, each individual is an-
,s'werable~ to God alone. E. J. w. 

"Nehemiah, .the Tirshatha." 

ToN. J. BowERS:-In the AMERiCAN SENTI
NEL of July 17, I have read your article under 
the above heading. I am a National Reformer ; 
but in what I am now about to write I beg leave 
to sneak for myself only. Others may not believe 
as I do, and if you think my sentiments are er
roneous, .you must not charge my errors to them. 

In common with millions of other Christians, 
you are in error, I think, in reference to the char
acter of the Hebrew Civil Government, as well as 
in reference to what government should he now. 

I ask your attention to the following proposi-
tions:-

1. The theocracy of the Hebrew commonwealth 
was a lawful. and good ·government. God ap
pointed it for the good of his chosen nation. If 
good then, why would not .ll. similar theocracy be 
good now? 

2. If there was a union between Church and 
State then, as you allege, and this by divine ap
pointment too, why would not a similar union be 
a good thing now? . 

3. But there was no union of Church and 
and State then-no union such as people gener
ally object to now. In the Hebrew common
wealth or Nation, the two institutions, Church 
and State-the ~eligious and the civil departments 
-there was no union. They cooperated, ea,ch in 
its own department. That is ail. They were 
each independent of the other-one did not con
trol 'the other. One had no power over the other, 
as formerly in Great Britain. The members of 
the church were members of the GovE)rnment or 
State also ; but that did nut make a union of 
0hurch and State. The o:ffice'!'S of the one were 
sometimes officers in the otlier ; but that did not 
unite Church and State. President Garfield was 
a minister of the gospel in the Christian Church. 
He held two offices, one in the religious depart
ment and one in ·the civil. This did not unite 

· Chur~h and State. President Harrison is an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church. He holds am. 
office in the church and another in the State or 
civil department. This does not make a union 
of Church ~nd State. In the Legislature of Cali
fornia there is a Congregational . minister,· and 
a pastor of a church. I see no union of Uhurch 

-and State in California. Every member of the 
United State~ Senate might be a Christian and 
even a minister, or elder, 01· deacon, and still the 
the Church and the State would be separate-no 
union. 

There are three institutions, and probably only 
three, of divine appointment, viz.: the family, the 
church, and the State-family government, ec
clesiastical government, and civil government. 
All the people should or may belong to all these. 
But this would not, does not, unite Church and 
State. The family would still be a separate in
stitution; the .church would still be a separate 
organization, and independent of the St.ate; a~d 
the civil society or government "!ould st1ll be m
dependent of the religious society, the church; 
no union. 

4. That the Hebrew commonwealth was a 
theocracy is true, and rightfully. But the co~
monwealth of the Hebrews was also a npublw. 
Any righteous government could be both a the
ocracy and a republic at .the same time. All 
governments shoul,P. be theocracies and republics, 
not moi1arc1Jies. The government that God 
founded or appointed under Moses was both the
ocratic and republic or representative. The peo
ple .afterwards clamored for a king, and God 

in anger gave them Saul. Every monarchy, ex
cept it be an elective monarchy, is a usurpation. 
And every republic in which the authority of 
God is rejected, is als9 a usurpation. 

5. Notwithstanding all that I have said, I ac
knowledge that in the United States such a re
publican theocracy, or such a theocratic republic, 
as there should be, would he impracticable-an 
utter impossibility now-but only or mainly for 
the reason that all the people are not of one 
mind or of one .religion as were the Hebrews. 
All should be Christians ; but they are not. 
All should be Protestants; but they are not. 
All should be of one mind on tlJe subject of the 
Sabbath; but they are not. All should accept 
the law of God for the rule of action in both 
Church and State; but they do not. These and 
similar are reasons why we cannot have, what we 
should have, a pure republican theocracy; that 
is, a government in which the will of God would 
be the supreme law by the consent and vote of 
the people. No other government is lawful. In 
the Hebrew commonwealth or theocracy, the 
officers were chosen by the people, and God was 
the Supreme Ruler. His will was supreme; the 
people's will law only when in accordance with 
the divine will. This was God's kind of govern
ment. It was good. The same should be now, 
and none other. All others are usurpers.. With 
the permission of the editors, I may yet have a 
few more words of criticism. 

N. R. JOHNSTON. 

The Republic of Israel. 

Tms expression must sound strange to the ears 
of every reader of the Bible; but we adopt it 
from the National Reformers, who, in their won
drous zeal for a religious government in the 
United States, and in their equall-1 wondrous 
determination to bend the facts of tf1e Bible to 
suit their purpose, actually assert that the govern
ment of Israel, il1stitntecl at Sinai, was a republic! 

We propose to shnw that these self-styled Re
formers are in error in their theory of the king
dom of Christ, both in repsect to the history and 
the prophecies of the Bible, and will briefly 
examine the subject of history, to show that they 
greatly err in affirming that what they seek in 
the United States is in conformity with the gov
ernment of Israel as it existed under the imme
diate direction of Jehovah. A writer in the 
Christian Statesman used the fiJllowing lan
guztge:-

" The nation of Israel was organized at Mount 
Sinai, as 'the custodians of the law, liberty, and re
ligion ofmanldnd.' A republican form of government 
was given them. The three departments of govern
ment, the legislative, executive, and judicial, .were 
substantially representeL1 in it. Moses, as the Judge 
or president, was the chief •executiye officer. The 
seventy elders formed the Congress o~ ?eneral G~Y
ernment. The court of the gate .or CIVil Sanhedrun 
was the arbiter of justice,_ The heads of the tribes 
and princes thereof constituted the tribal or State 
governments. It was a representative government. 
The people were sovereign. They elected their rulers 
to repr€sent them in office.'' 

vV e are no'y. dealing with facts-facts rf 
history-facts important in their relation to the 
question at issue, and it is, therefore, our duty to 
characterize statements in correct terms. The 
above extract is worse than a mere "fancy 
sketch;" it is a shameful pe1·version of the history 
given in the Bible. 'N e have seldom seen so 
much assumption in so little space, as the above 
paragraph contains. 

1. 'Vhen Israel was called out of Egypt, the 
government under which they were led was a 
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- theocracy, pure and simple. And everyone religious rites being ordered by the Lord, the 
knows that a theocracy is the very opposite of a civil rulers had no authority to coptrol them, or 

_ republic. interfere in their performance. The prophets 
2. There was no legislative department in the tlu·ough wl1om the Lord directed the affairs of 

. government. A republic was well described by the Government, might or might not be priests. 
President Lincoln, as a government "of the peo- Sometime(! this office was given to women. All 
ple, by the people, and for the people." But no was ordered of the Lord, and the people had no 
such government was instituted at Sinai, or at voice in any of these matters. 
any otller place or time, for Israel. Even l\foses, The people finally demanded a king, not to 
the highest among them, was not a legislator; better their government, but to be as the nations 

. Moses never made any laws. He enforced that, around them. Though the I .. ord listened to their 
and phat only, which he received directly from request, the thing displeased him. He said it 
the Lord. was equivalent to rejecting him as their ruler. 

3. The seventy elders were not legislators; they He gave them a king, but he reserved to himself 
· d ·1 Th d'd t t't t the right to choose the king for them. Even in never ma e any aws. ey 1 no cons 1 u e a 

"Congress" in any sense in which that, word is this they were not consulted. Saul was chosen 
· · of the Lord and .anointed before the people _used in a republic or in any representative gov-

ernment. The State~an and its correspo~dents knew anything about .him. He was rejected
not by the people, b;rt. by the Lord-and David can only make these assertions good by pointing 
was chosen and anointed in like manner, without to the act by which they were constituted a legis: 
the knowledge of the people. And the powers 

lative body, or pointing to some law which they of the king were so limited by the rules and laws 
enacted. This -they cannot do. But by their 

which were given to them, that Israel was once failure to do this they will stand ,1onvicted of mis-
. representing the ·Bible to serve the purpose of sorely afllicted because King D.avid presumed to 

take a census of the people without consulting 
their worldly· ambition. There is not a Sunday- the Lord 

1 school scholar in the land, of intelligence and 
study, who does not know that God alone gave 9. The religious rites of Israel were mostly 
laws to Israel, which Moses and the seventy types, not models to be followed by future govern
elders were to enforce and administer, with the ments. A.nd no government could adopt them as 
explicit direction to add nothing to them, nor take models '~ithout'denying the priesthood of Christ, 
anything from them. the antitype. 

4. The partriarchal system existed to the time And now, reader, we leave it to you to judge' 
of the ex ode. '' Elders" were aged nien, heads of in this matter. vV as there any semblance of a 
families or tribes. The fath.er of the family was republic in the government of Israel, in any 
priest and ruler, no matter how old his sons might period of Its history.? Are not the Amend
be n:or how numerous their families. And his pre- mentists guilty of deception in trying to palm off 
rogative descended to the first-born. This order · such statements as those we have quoted, as 
continued until the Lord chose one family to historical truths of the Bible? We have claimed. 
serve as priests for tlw Nation. At first elders and we insist, that their movement contemplates 
were such in this sense only. an entire change in the structure of our Govern-

5. The Lord directed that ·seventy " from the ment. It is impossible to carry their plans into 
elders" be selected by Moses-not making or to effect, and retain the republican features of our 
make them ~lders, but -because they were elders. Government. The rights of certain classes of 
The word of the Lord was as follows:- Citizens will be ruthlessly trampled under foot as 

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto surely as they succeed in changing the Constitu
me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom tion as they. desire and intend to do. . 
thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and But one other feature of their contemplated 
officers over them; ap.d bring •them unto the work will now be noticed. It is closely related to 
tabernacle of the congregation, that they may the subject herein considered. By them. it is 
stand there with thee. And I will come down termed " Bible legislatioi,l." 'V e quote again. the 
and talk with thee there; and I will take of the . words of a writer in the Statesman:-

:spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon "But the changes will come gradually, aud proba
them; and they shall bear the burden of the bly only after the whole framework of Bible legisla-

tion has been thoroughly canvassed by Congress and 
people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself State Legislatures, by the Supreme Courts of the 
:alone." "And the Lord came down in a cloud, United States and of the several States, and by law
~nd snake unto him, and took of the spirit that yers and citizens generally." 

. w~s ~pon him, and gave it unto the seventy What is meant by "Bible-legislation"? Noth-
elders; and it came to ,pass, that, when the spirit·· ing else but legislation upon the Bible and its 
rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not teachings. This writer says that "the chief dis
cease." Num. 11: 16, 17, 25. cussions and final decisions of most-points will be 

. 6; The assertion that f' t}le people were sover- developed in the churches." . But we deny the 
eign" is false even to. an absurdity. They right of Congress, Legislatures, Courts, lawyers, 
possessed no sovereignty in the government in any and also of the churches, to legislate concerning 

·respect whatever. Neither the people, nor l\foses, the doctrines and duties contained in the Bible. 
.nor the seventy, were consulted iq regard to the When they propose to do 'this, we ask them to 
·laws they were to obey, or to the penalties to be show their credentials. Who givestheni. author~ 
.·enforced. They entered -into covenant with God ity to enter upon any such work? 'Vas this the 
. to· be his people and to obey him, but God con- province of the " Congress " of Israel, to "legis-
ferred no legislative power npon any of them. late" eoncerning what God commanded them to~ 
. 1. Although the government was a theocracy, do and to teach? Where is the evidence? Such 

under the immediate and sole direction of God, power was never committed ev6ll to the .apostles 
.. the religions and civil elements were kept distinct, of 'Christ. They taught that which they re
the priests hav.ing no inheritance with the .tribes, ceived by revelation; ~nd they taught that at 
and· all }}ut those designated by the Lord .as· the death ofthe testator the covenant was ratified, 
yriests being ineligible to the priesthood. All and IlOtiung could thereafter be ~dded to it. 

Their office was neither legislative nor executive, 
but ministerial. But certain ones are now dis
satisfied with the heavenly calling of " ambassa'
dors for Christ ; " they choose rather to be self
appointed legislators and executives; they aspire 
to a position to which God never appointed 
mortal man. 

Now, no one can legislate upon a matter which 
is above his authority; and he who legislates 
upon the Bible, and declares anthoritatively what 
man may and may not do in regard to the word 
of God,- and how man must and must not receive its 
precepts, truly exalts himself above the word of the 
Most frigh. Jehovah has magnified his word 
above all his name (Ps. 138: 2), and his righteous 
justice will not long suffer such an insult to his 
authority.-.!. H. Waggoner, 188(], 

A Milwaukee Pastor on Sunday Laws. 

AccoRDING to the Milwaukee Sentinel of June 
17, Rev. T. D. Forbush, one of the pastors of that 
city, in his sermon on the previous day, discussed 
the "Sabbath Question," and in the course of his 
remarks said some very good things. The reader 
will observe that in paragraphs which we quote 
from the published report of this sermon the term 
"Sabbatarian" is applied to those who advocate 
stringent Sunday observance; but according to 
lexicographers the term is properly applied only 
to those who observe the seventh day. . 'Ve 
make'this explanation so that none may misun
derstand Mr. For.bush's mercning. He said:-

"It has long been the. desire of the Sabbata
rians in some way to make Sabbath observance 
compulsory; there is a movement looking to the 
union eventually of <0hurch and State, and a 
young man :was imported here last Sunday to 
teach the principles of this movement. Tl).e 
Sabbatarians believe that because a thing seems 
to them to be desired it should be enforced by 
statute, an idea that has been held by fanatics for 

·a long time, and who seek to mak~ lleople niis
erable by revamping old-time laws that caused 
infinite misery in their time. The movement, I 
am sorry to say, has found the W. C. T. U. will
ing to stand sponsor tQ it. I consider the W. C. 
T. U. a grand order, but I regret that it should 
join il). the Sabbatarian movement and seek to 
maintain moral an~ religious ideas by the power 
of the State. 

" It is safer to follow the counsel of Madison 
and Jefferson and 'V ashington and Franklin ~n 
such things than that of Miss Willard and Mrs. 
Livermore. The. Government has covenanted 
never to interfere in man's belief, and to force the 
views of some ruen on others is to go contrary 
to the republican form of government. . The Sa b-. 
batarians h'old' that Sunday is for religion, and 
that deviation from that idea is sin. The Rev. Mr. 
Crafts said that the movement's work was as two 
arms. The ,right arm was the desire for Sabbath 
observance for religion's salre; the left, its observ
ance for the benefit of the people in a secular 
way. However, the movement puts its left arm 
forward. It is ready to tell the people what they 
shall not do as a duty to the State, but not quite 
ready to say what they must do for religion. It 
is clear that when by the lett, arm they have re
stricted Sun(lay conduct, the right arm would come 
forward and enforce conformity to their ideas of 
worship. The spirit that begins by prohibiting 

'will end by proscribing." · 
Then, continuing, l\fr. Forhus·h said:-
"Do not think that I hold Sunday lightly. I 

believe in it as 11. day when. care can be laid aside;. 
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):believe in it as a day of thoughtful worship. Mr. Shepard's idea seems to be that this COllll-
M;ankind would lose vastly by losing its rest-day. try should have a law forbidding any to set up the. 
Those who do not try to keep it are robbing them- claim of being a prophet, and of saying that the 
selves of. part of their strength. But Lord has authorized him .to. speak in any way. 
while I believe in it as a civil day and a religious · Of course, it is blasphemy for any n;J.an to set up 
day, I cannot believe in trying to force men to · a false claim of being divinely inspired. But 
observe it. It is humanity's day, and men ought does Mr. Shepard really think that such claims 
~o be able to observe it as they think best, so they should be forbidden by law? So it seems fi·om 
do not annoy others. The Sabbatarians are try- his words. The plan laid down in the Scriptures 
to force the views of the majority on the minority. for determining such claims is, "To the law and 
l do not think I have a right to force my skeptical to the testimony. If they speak not according to 
n()ighbor to accept my ideas any more than he this word, it is because there is no light in them." 
has a right to force his on me. But I have a . But this test, we understand, is to be applied 
right to try to convince him. When Christians by each individual for himself, and not by the 
resort to compulsion they are on dangerous ground. State or by courts erected by the State. 
Fi,rst it will be 'Thou shalt not work on this day; There is one feature of Mormonism with which 
'hou shalt not play, nor walk;' and then it is not a it is certainly right that the civil law should deal, 
long step to say, 'Thou shalt go to church' ,under namely, polygamy,· That is not merely a ques-

. pains and penalties. It i.s always well to put tion of religious belief but of civil practice. It is 
·ourselves in a neighbor's place and treat him as a matter which concer1,1s not simply a single indi
'\Ve would· be treated." vidual who may marry more than one wife, or 

l . "ll 

.CQlonel Shepard on Religious Legis
lation. 

WHATEVER may be the opinions and object af 
l).is co-workers i'n behalf of a National Sunday
Rest law, Col. Elli~tt F. Shepard;' president of the 
s&"called American Sabbath Union, @loes not hesi-

.. tate t~ base the movement squarely upon the fourth 
CO!Jlmandment as he understands it. In a re
c~nt address before the King2 County (N. Y.) 
~Sabbath Association, Mr. Shepard said:-

"The Sabbath question is to be viewed first 
from the divine side. • . Now, what is the 
law of the Lord respecting the Sabbath-day?" 
He then quoted the fourth commandment, and 

. after making some statements in regard to the 
change of the day, he continued to argue at 
length for its religious observance. In this con
nection he denourrced in strong terms the "anti
Sabbath Pope." He did not, however, explain 
l}ow it comes that the Pope is "anti-Sabbath," in 
the sense of being opposed to Sunday-keeping. 
If he· will examine Catlwlic catechisms, he will 
find th&t Sunday-keeping is enjoined upon all 
Catholics; that they are all expected to attend 
religious services on, Sunday, and to spend the 

.·rest ()f the day in reading religious books. That 
·they do not do so is not the fault of the Pope, 
and it comes with rather bad grace for Mr. Shep
ard to accuse that dignitary of being opposed to 
Sunday, when the Pope himself poses as the de
fender of Sunday, and when the association of 
which Mr. Shepard is president counts tl1e entire 
Catholic population of the United States as being 
·petitioners in favor of.the Blair Sunday-Rest bill, 
which he heartily endorses. 

But Mr. Shepard nqt only advocated laws for 
· the religious observance of Sunday, but he went 
.so far as to advocate the legal enforcement of 
the entire decalogue. He said: "Now let me il
lustrate for one moment. as to the third com
mandment, 'Thou shalt 11ot take the name of the 
·Lord thy God in vain, fur the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his ·name in vain.' P A 
'great many of the States, he said, had passed 
laws against blasphemy, and that was all right. 
"If this . principle. had been observed," he re~ 
marked, '1 we would never have known or heard 
Qf the abominable idolatry in our country known 

·· asMormonism.. The very foundation of that re
.1igion is, that a man can take . the name of God 
ip•vai.n. It soon. becomes nothing for him to say 
~)le, :torq.;Qods.ats thro?gh him dP. sH:and~~9·" . 

even the several wives which one man may have; 
but it goes fartlwr than that, and it is proper that 
the Government should forbid it, not because it· 
is immoral, but because it is uncivil. But to 
pass a law that would cause the courts to say 
that certain language is blasphemous, or that any 

. man is a blasphemer because he. professes to 
speak in the n3:me of the Lord, would be simply 
to establish" in this country a religious despotism. 

However, Mr. Shepard is consistent i.n this, 
that he insists that a man has no right to make a 
difference in the commandments. He says: 
"The keeping of the ten commandments is sim
ply obeying God, and so, of course, when you 
break one commandment you break 'them all. 
The ten commandments are like a beautiful 
prism that reflects the image of the Creator, and 
when you have brokin it, the image aud reflec
tion are gone. ~When the spirit of disobedience 
has crept in and gone to work, you may break 
the ninth, or seventh, or all the commandments 
together, just as you please." Mr. Shepard's 
idea seems to be that it is the prerogative of civil 
government to require man to keep the law of 
God, but we would like to know how he would 
compel men to keep the tenth commandment. 
It says, "Thou shalt not covet." Or even how 
he would enforce, by civil law, the sixth or sev
enth commandments as s~wh. 

True, we have laws against murder, and 
against adultery, but the sixth and seventh com
mandments are vastly more than any civil enact
ment can ·possibly be. As magnified by the 
Saviour, hatred is a violation of the sixth com
mandment, and lust is a violation of the seventh. 
Now if a law is going to be enforced by civil 

, government, the man who has murder ,or lmt 
in his heart must be punished just the same as 
though he had committed the overt act to which 
these feeling would naturally lead .. But how is 
any court or jury to determine a man's feelings? 
They can arrive at it only in one way, :namely, 
by forcing from the individual a confession by 
means of torture. It may be said that this will 
never be done. Probably not, but it shows just 
how impossible 1t is for men to enf9rce the deca
logue as such. The law of God is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart, and can be 
administered only by Him who reads the heart. 
And thus again it appears that to carry out the 
ideas· set forth by the speakers . of this Kings 
Comity. conyention, would be to estabiish in this 
country ~.religious despb~ism~;-o.Signs oftlw Times. 

Why Must All Rest? 
THE crude ideas which some people have of 

civil and religious liberty are well illustrated by 
the following extracts from an editorial article 
in the Golden Censer, a paper which is lending .. 
its influence to the iniquitious schemes of the N a
tional Reformers. It says:-

" It is a strange sight to witness some good Chris
tians opposing this reform. They are few, but very 
urgent. We believe they are mistaken in their fears, 
and thus we have charity for them. . If it were, as 
they believe, a first step straight towards the union of 
Church and State, they would have fair reason for 
their opposition; but it is :not so. . . . 

"The State does not make a religious Sabbath at 
all ; it recognizes that a rest-day in the ~even is a 
physical and moral necessity, and so ordains the day 
commonly called Sunday to be that rest-day, because 
that is the overwhelming choice of its citizens. It 
protects that day from intrusion by avaricious per
sons, but does n9t in any sense requite any man to be 
religious, or to do worship on that day ; it only says 
he shall not do ordinary secular work on that day, or 
disturb its quiet, because i£ would tend to destroy thtJ 
rest-day for the people at large. . . . We must 
have a rest-day; and it must be an uniform day 
among all trades, or it cannot be maintained at all, in 
the very nature of the case ; and the minority should 
cheerfully yield the choice of which day it shall be, 
to the majority. While we mean to fully protect Jew 
and Adventist and Baptist, and every other, whore
ligiously has another Sabbath tha;n Sunday, securing 
to him the utmost freedom of conscience, and protect
ing him in his place and act of worship, yet the State 
can have but the one day of the seven as a civil rest
day, and it must fully protect that one from violation 
by anybody, whatever be his belief or unbelief." 

C~tainly, as explained by its friends, the pro
posed Sunday law is a very · innocent thing; it. 
won't hurt anybody ; its only for the health of 
.the working people, and the minority must sub· 
mit for the good of the majority who want to rest 
on Sunday. Of course ! This is the tl1eory; but 
what are the facts ? In Arkansas they had a 
Sunday law which prohibited "ordinary secular 
labor" upon Sunday in order that the general 
rest might not be disturbed, and that saloons 
might be closed; but while no saloons were closed, 
and while, as a general, thing, the day was no more 
quiet than before the law was passed, good Chi'is
tian men, peaceable, and good citizens, honest, and 
industrious, were arrested and fined, one for 
painting the back end of a building, another for 
plowing half a mile from any road and from any 
house, another for digging potatoes for his din
ner, and another for mending his wagon-brake 
in order that he might start early the next morn
ing on a Journey. These men observed the sev
enth day, and felt that they had a God-given 
right to work upon the other six days of the 
week, and in doing so they disturbed 110 one, but 
they were arrested an9, fined nevertheless, just as 
men have been arrested and fined under similar 
circumstances in several other States. But in the 
face of sco:i;'es of such (ascs, we are gravely to~d 
that all are to be allowed the greatest freedom cf 
conscience, and to be fully prokcted! 

But why are these people thus compelled •to 
rest absolutely on Sunday? Not for their health, 
for they rest upon Saturday. Not that others 
may rest, for such labor does not require that 
qthers labor also. Not that worsl!ip may not be 
disturbed, for su~h la,bor makes little or no noise, 
and does not disturb anybody in any proper 
sense. It follows that it is simply an(Y.onJy be
cause others regard the day as sacred and want 
to compel all to act as though they had a similar 
regard for it. If such compulsion is not an infringe-

. ment of the rights which a just government 
ought to guarantee to every citizen, we would , 
like to know what would be. ·. 
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Organized Injustice. 

IN Calvin Townsend's "Sl1orter Course in 
·Civil Government," we find the following under 

the head of " Political Maxims" :-
., "That govemment under which the rights of all 
persons are not equally protected, is organized injus
tice." 

No truer or more important principle of gov
ernment was ever stated than is found cin these 
wtJrds. According. to this principle, however, 
the American Sabbath Union has been constituted 
for the express purpose of establishing organized 
inj ustico throughout this Nation. For they do in
tend to secure better protection of the rights of 
some people than of others; and not only this but 
they propose to give better protection to the 
strong than they do to the weak, to the majority 
than they do to ·the minority. It will be con
ceded by everyoM, except an intolerant bigot, 
that:-

1. Every human being is directly and person
ally accountable to God. 

2. This being the case he -ought to serve God 
as he believes God requires. 

3. Therefore each person has the inalienable 
right to choose his own religion. 

S~ys Dr: Philip Schaff:-

" Religious liberty is a natural, fundamental, and in
alienable right of every. man. It is founded in the 
sacrednGlss of conscience which is the voice of God in 
man, and above the reach and control of human au
thority. There is a law above all human laws. It is 
written not on parchment and tables of stone, but on 
the heart of man by the finger of God. It is thatlaw 
which commands with the categorical imperative, and 
which filled the philosopher Kant with ever-growing 
reverence and awe. 'We must obey God more than 
man.' He, and he alone, is the author and Lord of 
conscience, and no power on earth has a right to in
terpose itself between them. 'Every man stands or 

. falls to his own Lord.' Liberty of conscience requires 
· liberty of 'worship as its manifestation. To grant the 

former and to deny the latter is to imprison con
scienceancl to promote hypocrisy and infidelity. Re
ligion is in its nature voluntary and ceases to be relig
ion in proportion as it is forced. God wants free 
worshipers, and no others." 

From this it follows that every person has the 
inherent civil right to observe any day of the w~ek 
he may choose as a day of religious worship. 
And from the principle laid down by Mr. Town
send, it also follows that each . person should be 
equally protected with all others in the right to 
observe the day of; his choice. Now the Ameri-

. can Sabbath Union claims that it is impossible for 
a person to stric~ly and religiously observe the 
day of his choice unless there is a law to prohibit 
all labor on that day. They say that if some 
people are working while others are resting the 

. latter are disturbed by the former, and so those who 
do not want to rest ought to be made to rest in 
order that the-others may not be distur,bed. 

At the present time, there are two.days of each 
week that are observed in this country as the Sab
batn-the seventh day, or Saturday, and the 
first day, or Sunday. It follows, therefore, from 
the premises of the American Sabbath Union, 
that upon the first and seventh days of each 
week all secular labor· should be prohibited by 
law in order that the wl~le people may be pro-' 
tected in their religious rights. ' 

Is ·it this for which the Union is working? 
Not at all. They propose to entirely ignore the 
right of seventh-day people to be protected from 
"disturbance," and only ask for a law to protect 
Sunday-keepers. This shows the inherent selfish
ness of their scheme. It shows that instead of 
following_ Christ's golden rule; they have made a 

rule of their own to follow, an iron rule of organ~ 
ized injustice and religious tyranny. 
· If the doctrine of "liberty of rest for each 
demands a law of rest for all," it is just as true 

I' • 
upon Saturday as 1t is upon Sunday; and we 
woulcl like to see the "sLrategic " officers of 
the American Sabbath Union undertake to 
change this conclusion by the construction of an 
argument more intellectual in substance and logi
cal in form than the ordinary Pharisaical sneer. 

The fact that seventh-day observers are in the 
minority, has nothing to do with this .question. 
The doctrine that the majority should be better 
protected than the minority, that the strong should 
be better protected than the weak, is simply bar
barous. It is on the principle that might makes 
right. That was the principle on which the Jews 
crucified Christ. If a_ lion and a lamb were . . 

about to come in contact, whi'ch ·do you think 
would stand in the greater need of protection ? 
"The lamb," you say; very well, the lamb is the 
minority; the lion is the majority. There is n'ot 
much danger that the lamb will devour the lion, 
but there is great danger that the lion will devour 
the lamb. 

God is 1~0 respecter of persons, but the Ameri
can Sabbath Union is a respecter of the class 
that is rich in numbers and clothed in the gar
ments of pmver. Their conclusions are based 
upon no general principles which tliey are willing 
to apply to all classes alike, unless it is this one, 
that " wide is the gate and broad is the way 
that leadeth to" salvation, and all should be 
compelled to ",go in thereat." Their sole object 
is to establish "organized injustice " and subvert 
the United States Constitution, which declares 
that no State shall " deny to_ any person within 
itsjurisdiction the equal :Protection of the laws." 

A. ~DELOS w ESTCOTT . 

IN more than one hundred years of its existence 
no attempt ha,s ever been made to have this Gov
ernment officially recogniJZe any religious denomi
tion or sect, and the precedent would be a 
dangerous one to establish. Suppose, for instance, 
that "'N anamaker, who is a Presbyterian, should 
succeed in having all work stopped in our post
offices on .Sundays during his· administration of 
the Post-office Department. So far all right, but 
now suppose that in the unexpected upheaval of 
politics he should be succeeded by a Hebrew, or a 
Seventh~day ·Adventist, both of which sects re
gard Saturday as the Sabbath-day, and that he 
should insist on having all post-office work 
stopped on his Sabbath. Then what a row we 
should have! Church and State both have im
portant functions to perform in this as well as 
every other country, but let us keep them separate 
and distinct, for if history teaches anything it is 
the utter futility of successfully uniting the two. 
-Tulare Free Press. 

A MAN cannot publish a Sunday newspaper in 
Arkansas without rendering himself liable to im
prisonment, or the payment of a fine. Such is 
the law. The use of the shot-gttn is, however, still 
fashionable. It was in this State that the Seventh
day Baptists were so shamefully persecuted a few 
years ago, for insisting upon ~the right, under the 
Constitution, of working six days in the week, 
and I:esting on the only day declared in. the Bible 
to be sacred time. It is a little surprising that 
-the National Reform Association does riot remove 
its headquarters td Arkansas."-Denison, Texas, 
Ga~l!etter. ' 

Not Awakened to the Danger. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL, published at Oak-, 
larid, California, carries as its motto, " Equal and 
exact justice to all men, of whatever state or 

. persuasion, religious or political." Those who 
have read the writings of that ti)lle-honored 
"Father of Democracy," will recognize the above 
as· the languag; of Thomas Jefferson. But we 
are drifting away from the teachings of the 
fathers of this republic as surely and serenely as 
the waters of Niagara, in its upper course, drift 
toward their terrible plunge at the dread cataract. 

· The surface looks smooth, and the prophets of 
Mammon are singing siren songs of peace, and 
telling the people that a political millennium is 
about to dawn -upon us, when every baleful force. 
of society points to the fact that a political and 
religious despotism may be reared upon the ruins 
of our free Government unless the people are. 
wise enough to check the insidious influences that _ 
will bring it about. Already gold buys the 
highest offices in the gift of the people; great 
corporations buy State Legislatures, bribe the -
judges of our highest courts and even Congress 
itself. 

There is another danger, to which most people 
are not awakened, which the SENTINEL combats 

· with vigor and ability, the uniqn of Chnrcl{ and 
State. Not an absolute union as in many of the 
old countries, hut a quasi union, that will act tis 
an entering wedge which shall open the way to 
put every man's conscience into the keeping of 
the law,-the Blair Sunday-Rest bill, which 
many able Christians are opposing because of the 
danger of the precedent. ·we do not wish to re
turn to. the persecutions of the Inquisition, to the 
cruelties of Cromwell; nor the no less barbarous 
pe1;secutions of the Puritans against those who 
did not adhere to their religious faith. The 
history of religious wars and ·persecutions in all 
ages, should warn us.of the danger. of taking a 
single step towards opening a door, that, like 
Pandora's box, may let loose a multitude of evils 
to affiict mankind and curse the earth. 

Our Constitution is broad enough ; its founda
tion is firm, and we need no laws to force upon 
us the religious beliefs or creeds of others. We 
have yet the liberty to worship God according to 
the dictates of our own conscience; our civiliza
tion is essentially Christian in its nature, and 
that church which would endeavor to fasten any 
law upon us, affecting religious belief, has a zeal 
not according to knowledge. 'Ve commend the 
work of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. It is Ameri
can. It upholds the 'principles for which our 
forefathers -fought, and warns. the" people who · 
would regulate the . religious faith of the people 
'by statute or Constitutional law, that they- are 
treading on dangerous ground. A yoke of bond
age is none . the easier to hear, that it is placed 
upon the people in the name of religion. Of the 
great religious persecutions of the past, which 
have caused rivers of blood to flow, none were begun 
without an abiding faith in those who insjgated 
them that they were doing the will of God. Let 
the A~erican people, then, be content with their 
Constitution, nor attempt an innovation which 
can do no possible good, but may bring upon us· 
woes equal to the seven plagues of Egypt.
Humboldt Daily ~tandard, July 9, 1889, 

SAID the apostle Paul to the Corinthians: 
" No~ that we have dominion [lordship] over 
your faith, bqt are helpers of your joy ; for by 
faith ye stand." 2 Cor.l : 24. 



==================T===1r==H~E===~==~==E=R==~=C=A==N===S=E==N=T==I=N==E=L==.~==============~223. 
~dutrti»emtnt~. 

ADVERTISING RATES made imown 011 appli
cation. 1{o auvcrti&ement~ of patent medicines, 
novelties, c1ga.rs, tobacco, liquors, novels or any
thing _of, a trivlal, intemperate, immoral or-impure 
nature accepted. We t·escrve the right to reject ANY 
advertisement. 

Civil Government 
and Religion. 

BY A. T. JONES, 
One of the Editors of the A:&IEltWAN SEN'I'INELo 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain 
and Forcible. 

_This important work shows clemly the relation 
that should exist between Church and State at 
the present time, as proven by the Bible and his
'tpry of the past twenty-five centuries. 

" CIVIL ~OVERNMENT AND RELIGION" 
ls a pamphlet of 176large octavo pages. Price 25 
c_·_·ents. Millions of copies should be placed in tho 
bands of thinkin~ people AT oNcE. It clearly de-

:g;~;~;~\af~s~~\~~rtti{e ~~o~';;~~c~;; fo~{i[g~~: 
cure religious legislation. Address, 
. PACIFIC PIUi;BS PUBLISHING CO., 

• 12th and Castro Sts., Oakland, Cal. 
, Or 43 Bond Street. New York. 

lHE YO SEMITE VALLEY, 
BIG TREE GROVES, Etc. 

•'In the Heart of the Sierras1
' 

rs the only book ever issued which in any way 
-does justiCe to this wonderful Valley and its 
surroundings. 'The 

FULL-P,'-GE ARTOTYPES 

'Are the most charminglY" characteristic of any 
,illustrations ever produced, nnd nrc perfectly true 
to life, having been photographed direct · from 
nature. 

THE WONDER)j'UL YO SEltiiTE 
'Is here presented in all Us beauty and majesty, 
, The. book is just the thing for agents to handle, and 
.good reliable agents are wanted everywhere to in
troduce this book. Our outnt is perfection itself 
and our terms to agents are VERY unguAL. Send 

:for circulm·s and full particulars. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N.Y. Oakland, Cal. 

The Teachers' Outlook. 
Published by'l'heTcucbers' Publishing Conlpany, 

Des Moines, Iowu.. A monthly magazine :for teach~ 
ers and pupils tbat proposes to supplentent other 
school :lournu.ls ru.thor than to occupy the same 
field. tt will seek to l?rov1do nn Ou'rLOOK upon nf~ 
fairs of life and facts 111 science n.tH). nature which 
illustrate and test theories; to stimulate thought, 
and give the teacher,s mind a fresh sour~e of in~ 
splratlon. 

A review of current events, civil and industrial 
probJems, inventors,cliscoverics, etc., will be an im
portant feature of the nmgn.zine, and n. comillcte 
review of current llterature will also be given by 
competent critics. 

ANOTHER. AND VIDRYil\fPOJl.'l'ANT FEATURE of the 
mu~azine will be thut all teachers n.ud students arc 
in.v1ted to join its circle of writers, out of which it 
proposes to dru.w its c lrps of future contributors. 
On this point it has some original phms of mut
ual helpfulness to carry out. 

WANTED, EsPEOIALIN-Writers of short, realistic 
stories, and articles on naturnl h.story and social 
science, from the Pacific Coast. Terms given in 
OUTLO.OK. Sample copies 20 eta. None fl'De. 

A POOR FOUNTAIN PEN 
IS A. NUISANCE; 

But a Good One is a Joy Forever. 

We carry a full stock of the best makes of fount-· 
tiin pens, and feel sure we can suit the most fas
tidious. . 

· Remit $2.50 and with it send a sample of the 
steel pen which suits you best, and we will ~end 
you a fountQ,in pen that' will give you satisfaction. 
It is so convenient to have a pen which is 
always ~·eadJ•, and which can be used as 
easily as a lead pencil. 

Give us a trial order. Pens sent by registered 
lll!lil. The trade supplied. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

-..0r43.·:5oud St., N, Y, Q~,l>l!1-n.d1 Cal. 

THE CRANDEST BOOK=======(;( 

~!~=====C RAND EST SUBJECT! 

And "Virithin. the Reach of All. 

·we have just issued a special "TOURISTS' EDITION" of our grand book entitleCI, 

[Yo SEMITE.- . "Its meaning is, according to .the very best authorities, a large en' full-growu 
grizzly boar; and is pronounced Yo Sem-i-tee."]-In tlte Heart oftke Sierras, page 58. ' 

The Yo Semite Va11ey 
AND BIC TREE CROVES OF CALIFORNIA. -- -

The most authentic and most intensely interesting description- of this 
wonderful region ·ever written. 

It is the same size page and contains everything that our elegant 
Subscription Edition does, except the artotype plates. It is printed on 
a fine quality of thinner paper, bound in flexible cloth binding, and 
makes a beautiful book. It contains nearly soo pages of text and 

()VER 2!!§. HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS 

and portrays by aid of the artist's genius and the author's facile pen 
the lofty mountains and channing valleys, the placid lakes and thun
dering cataracts, of the world-renowned Yo Semite. The mission of 
this work is to make the best possible representation of the marvelous 
scenery and sublime natural wonders of this unique region. 

PRICE, $1.50 PER COPY. 

Read -what Others Say of it:·--..e~~· 
"lliany books have been written about the glorious and wondrous story of the Siettas. But 

it seems to me that this scholarly and venerable pioneer, who was publishing an illustrated 
magazine devoted largely to the themes he celebrates, when many of the younger authors were 
still at their nut·se's knee, is the one tnan who is entitled, by his culture, his fine tastes, and, 
above all, his long and wonderful experience, to write the one great and responsible authority 
about the Heart of the Sierras."-JUAQUIN MILLER, the Noted A utkor and Correspondent. 

"1'he illustrations, the text, the whole atmo·phere ofthe volume, are worthy of their great 
subject, the Yo Semite-and what could I say morel "-REV. JO:::.EPH COOK; of Boston. 

"It is a truthful, interesting, and instructive work."-GALEN CLARK, Yo Semite Valley, 
(Forsixteenyearstlte Valley's Guardian.) 

"As might have been expected, Mr. Hutchings' story of the Valley that he knows and loves so 
well, is no cold description, but reads with all the charms cf a romance."-San F1·ancisco Hotel 
Gazette. 

"Those who l1ave not seen Yo Semite cannot do better, short of going to the Valley, than by 
purchasing Mr. Hutchings' handsome volu1ne."-T/te Sacramento Record-Union. 

In order to place this valuable book-the only one of the kind
within the reach of everybody, we offer this edition at the exceedingly 
low price of $r.so per copy, post-paid. Send on your orders quick, 
while the edition lasts. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.J Oa~~ .t;~~ 
Qr-43 J3QJJd Street, New Y2rk. 

-SO::M::E-

Desirable and ,valuable 
NEw BooKs. 

--0--
In the Following List of Miscellaneous nooks 

will be Foun?- Something to Interest all. 
We Furmsh them Post-paid at the 

PUBLISHERS' PRICES. 

--o--
Lj~es of th!' Fathers, Fattar, 2 vols., cloth .... $s.oo 
Lt e of Chnst, Farrar, cloth ........................... 1.00 
T~e Messages of the Books, Farrar, cloth .... 3.50 
H.r,stor{: ~f ~he ~nterpretation, Farrar, cloth, 3,50 
~l·C:: o S . au , Farrar .................................. 1.50 

yrtac New Testament .................................. 2.50 
Heads and Faces and How to Study Them 

cloth ..................................................... ' r oo 
Hours with the Bible, Geikie, 6 vols. in 3; · 

cloth ...................................................... 4,50 
Holy Land and the. Bible, Geikie, 2 vols ...... s.oo 
How We Got Our Btble, cloth........................ 6o, 
To.o,ooo Syn<~myms and Antonyn1s, cloth ........ 1,oo 
I,tfe of Chnst for the Young, Geikie cloth r 50 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Lii~; · 

paper .... ... ....................... ................... 50 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Lif~· 

cloth..................................................... ' 75 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy r if~· 

cloth, gilt edges ................................ : .... : 1.00 

ADDRESS, 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
OAKLAND, CAL., 

Or, 43 BOND ST., NEW YORK. 

G. H. IUtiECHBAUM, 
DENTIST, 

Olfice 854! Broadway, Corner Seventh, Oakland. 

Office Hours--9 to 12 A. "· and 1 to 5 P. M. 

Rooms 17 and 18. 

PACIFIC Bn&ine&& Colle[B, 
320 Post St., S F. 

life Scholarship, $75 
Send for Catalogue. 

l\,fORAL AND SCIENTIFIC COMPANION Flor
j}1 en co, Arizona; illustrated, wide~a wakC; 25c 
per year. Ads 1c. per word. 

THE SENTINEL LIBRARY 
Will contain articles on the various phases of 
the National Reform Movement, the Union ol 
Church and State, Civilandlteligious Liberty etc. 
It will be uniform in size (page about 5x7~ inches). 
Each number will contain from 8 to uB pages, 
and will have a neatly engraved cover design. 
Price, 75 cents per yem· of 25 numbers. 'l'he fol
lowing numbers are now ready:-

No. 1. 'l.'he National Reformed Constitution. 
Price, 3 cents. 

No. 2. Hcligious Uberty. Price, 1 cent. , 
~o. 3. The Evils of Religions Legislation. 

Prwe, 1 cent. · .. 
ce~f~. 4. The Blair Sunday-Rest Bill. Price, 7 

No. 5. The Blair Educational Amcndm()nt. 
Price, 3 cents. 

1 
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NoTE.~ No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

A N A'riONAL Reformer very innocently asks, 
"If a theocracy was a good thing for. the children of 
Israel; why would a theocracy not be a good 
thing for us now? " IV e answer: For the simple 
reason that while the Jewish tl1eocracy was estab
lished by God, any so-called theocracy that might 
be set up now, woulll be simply man:..made; and·· 
instead of God being the ruler, men would rule 
in the name of God. In sl1ort, such a govern
ment woi1ld be nothing more nor less than an 
image to the Papacy. The Pope poses as the 
Vicar of the Son of God ; he is described by the 
apostie (2 Thess. 2: 4) as sitting "in the temple 
of God, showing himself that he is God," and 
this is just what any man must do who attempts 
to put into practical operation the theocratical 
theory of government. 

THE New York Churchman says that "it is 
remarkable that the clergy of the various religious 
bodies take so small a part in political concerns, 
for in other free countries they are conspicuous in 
such affairs. It is stated that parliamentary gov
ernment was an invention of theologians, the first 
tl'uly representative-imperial parliament that ever 
met having been the Church Parliament at Nicooa." 
Just so; and ·the decrees of that" representative 
imperial parliament" were enforced by the civil 
power, and ·those who refused to assent to 
its dogmas were banished. If' the Churchman 
can. point to nothing any more creditable to the 
clergy than their part in the Council of Nicooa, 
those who love liberty of conscience will be likely 
to conclude that the less ministers, as such, have 
to do with politics the better. 

NATIONAL REFORM District Secretary J. M. 
Foster says:-

" The same cry that aroused the Crusaders in the 
eleventh century to rescue the holy sepulcher from 
the hands of the infidel, will awake the hosts of Im
manuel to rescue this land from the powers of the 
world, and incorporate it in the city of God."-Chris· 

'tian Statesman, Ju;,e 2, 1887. 
We have an idea that that is just about the 

straight truth in the matter, as it will be when N a
tional Reform gets to its full tide of progress. 
Then, as like causes produce like effects, we may 
expect to see again enacted some of the fanatical 
scenes ofthecrusades. Says Waddington.: "The 
Crusaders exclaimed, ' It is the will of God ! ' and 
in that fancied behest, the fiercest brutalities 
which the world ever beheld, sought-not pallia
tion, but-honor and he crown cfeternalreward." 

THE question of Sunday marriages has been 
before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and 
that tribunal has decided that a marriage solem
nized on Sunday is null and void ! Such a law 
may be in the interests of Sunday sanctity, but 
it certainly will not tend to protect young 
marriageable females. Any lecherous wretch 
who wants to accomplish the ruin of some con
fiding girl, in Pennsylvania, need no longer take 

· hi& ch~uces on prosecution for seduction ; he can 

just get her to consen.t to a marriage on Sunday, 
and then when his lust is satiated, he can cast her 
off like an unclean thing. Anyone at aU convers
ant with legal matters can readily see how ~uch 
a decision will work untold injustice to hundreds 
of innocent women and children; bu:t what oft hat, 

' so long as Sunday is protected? This decision 
may be law, but it is not equity. It is, however, 
another illustration of the wickedness of, Sunday 
laws. 

THE following item ~rom the Denver News 
shows how little the great subject of religious 
liberty is understood in these days:-

" If the importance of perpetuating one day's rest 
in seven is conceded, and to save this rest to the in
dustrial masses it is necessary to legalize a day, the 
fact that such law would occasion inconvenience to a 
minority does not necessarily imply injustice to the 
latter. Such concessions are in harmony with a prin
ciple that is essential to The existence of soCiety." 

But such a law would occasion more than 
"inconvenience" to a minority; in several States 
such laws have occasioned persecution to "a 
minority." An instance of this kind was given 
in these columns last week, under· the heading, 
"Practical Workings of a Sunday Law." Dis
guise it as they will, the fact remains that 
Sunday laws are demanded because so many re
gard the day as sacred, and wl1en they secure a 
law which makes such a thing possible, they will 
use it to oppress those who teach and. practice 
differently from themselves. The ostensible rea
son urged for Sunday laws is, to secure a day of 
rest for working men; the real reason is, there
ligious character of the day. 

LET no reader of the AMERICAN SENTINEL 
forget tha~, in a speech before the recent Missouri 
Sabbath Convention at Sedalia, Rev. W: D. Gray 
said, "I do not believe that Governments derive 
their just powersfrom the consent"of the governed, 
and so tlte object of (/Jis movem(3nt is an effort to 
change that feature in our fundamental law." 

W J3 have been charged with being unfair be
cause we l1ave treated the work of the American 
Sabbath Union as being identical with the work 
of the National Reform Association, but we sub
mit if everything we have ever said to that effect 
is not fully justified by these words of Mr. Gray. 
It may be claimed that Mr. Gray did not prop
erly state the object of the American Sabbath 
Union, but we believe that when these words 

·were uttered the field secretary of that Union 
was present, and not only offered no protest but 
permitted Mr. Gray to be chosen secretary of the 
permanent State organization. 

NATIONAl, Reformers are wont to insist that 
they are opposed to the union of Church and 
State, and, allowing them to define the term, we 
suppose that they are, for they say that such a 
union consists in a union. of some particular sect 
and the State. This they are opposed to, but, 
say they, "We want a union of religion and the 
State." This is simply making a distinction with
out a difference, for when the State adopts a relig
ion, somebody must decide what that religion is, 
and the tenets thus decided upon become the State 
creed, or the State religion. ·when Con,stantine 
made Christianity the religion of the Roman 
Empire, a council was called to decide what 
was· entitled to be recognized as Christianity, 
and then that· which was thus recognized by 
the council received the protection of Rome, 
LWhH~ ~ver1thiug else was outlawed. _And just so 
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it would be in this country if Christianity were 
declared to be the religion of the United States 
or of-any State, some authority would have to say 
what constitutes Christianity, and everything out
side of that woulcl be outside of the law. -~And 
this is just what theN ational Reformers are seek-
1ng to bring about. 

--------·~-------IN its issue of May 16, the Christian Statesman 
waxes very indignant over what it terms "an act 
of.unspeakable impudence," which cousisted in 
offering to President Harrison a goblet full of 
American wine from a float representing the 
liquor interest, and which took part in the indus
trial parade of New York on the occasion of the 
recent centennial exhibition there. We do not 
intend to condone such an offense as this, for, 
apart from its moral aspect, it was certainly in 
v!olation of all rules of good taste; but the point 
which most forcibly impressed us in the States
man's account was the manner in which it reterred 
to the "effrontry of.the liquor industry." 

The Statesman js very actively engaged in the 
movement to suppress the Sunday saloon,. In 
fact, this is one of the great sources of evil in 
our country, according to the statemei1ts of Na
tional Reformers, in whose interests the States- · 
man is published. Shut up the saloon on Sun- , 
day, they say, so the Sabbath can be observed 
and people can have an opportunity to attend 
church, etc. 

By taking such a position as this they tacitly 
admit that the saloon is evil only on Sunday. 
No a!llount of argument can dodge this conclu
sion. If the saloon is evil, and only evil, and if 
the liquor interest of the country is a gigantic 
source of wrong, then why shut up the saloons on 
Sunday any more than on any other day? Wrong 
is wrong, no matter upon what day it is committed; 

"but the Statesman~ in taking. the position it has 
in the past on the Sunday saloon question, virtu-
ally admits that the business of saloon-keeping is 
just as legitimate and honorable upon the other 
days of the week as any other business that could 
be mentioned. If this is the case (a point which 

· we by no means admit, but which would be plainly 
proven by the Statesman's logic), then it cer
tainly- is very much out of place for the States
man to sneer at the "liquor industry " of Amer
ica. Consistency, though a jewel, is conspiciou~ 
chiefly on account of its absence in such a· course 
as this. 

THE -same cause which restrained the vigor, 
polluted the character of the church; for, being 
unable immediately to repress its own spiritual 
weapons,-the violent animosities of its minister<', 
and impatient of the gradual influence of time 
and reason, in a dark and disastrous moment it 
had recourse to that temporal sword which was· 
not intended for its service, and which it has 
never yet employed without disgrace or without 
impunity.- Waddington. 
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Georgia Sunday Law. 

CODJ~ OF GEOHGIA, 1882. 
SEc. 4,579. Violat·ing Sabbath. Any trades-

. man, workman, or laborer, or other person 
whatever, who shall pursue their business or 
work of their ordinary callings upon the 
Lord's day (works of necessity or charity only 
excepted), shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, on conviction, shall be punished as pre
scribed in s_ection 4,310 of this code. 

Sec. 4,310. Punishment of accessories after the 
fact. Accessories after t!w fact, except where 
it is otherwise ordered in this code, shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars, imprisonment not to exceed six 
months, to work in the chain-gang not to ex
ceed twelve months, and any one or more of 
these punishments may be ordered, in the 
discretion of the judge. 

Sec. 4,582. Pines .for violation of the Sab
bath. All moneys arising from fines imposed 
for offenses, the gist of which consists in their 
being committed on the Sabbath-day, shall be 
paid to the Ordinary of the county, to be by 
him distributed for the purpose of establish
ing and promoting Sabbath-schools in the 
county. 

Georgia ought to be a paradise for National 
Reformers, and Sunday-law advocates. It 
should be remembered in this connection that 
it is urged in behalf of a National Sunday 
law, that all that is wanted is simply to make 
State laws effective. But in the case of Georgia 
that would be but little short of the torments 
of the Inquisition. Such a Jaw is a disgrace to 
any State. And to seek to make it effective 
stamps any association, we care not how high 
its professions may be, as antichristian. M~n 

r who would seek to make such a law ((effect
i ve" would do more if they had the power. 

CoNSCIENCE is a tender thing and tenderly 
to be regarded; and in the same proportion in 
which a man treasures his own moral intog
riLy, so ought he to regard the conscience of 
every other man.-Stanley Matthews. 
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The Best Sunday Observance. 

To OBTAIN a world-wide view of Sabbath 

observance, Dr. Crafts says he has corre

sponded with more than two hundred persons 

residing in nearly every nation of the world. 

One of the que,;tions which he asked in this 

correspondence was:-

"Where have you seen the best Sabbath 

observance?" 

A San Francisco pastor answered:

"Among the Christian people of California." 

Now California is the only State that has 

no Sunday law. Yet this pastortestifies that 

in this State there is the best Sabbath observ

ance that he has seen. And under the cir

cumstances, it is properly to be presumed 

that this pastor has seen Sabbath observance 

in other States than California. But, the 

other States have Sunday laws, therefore the 

Sabbath observance that that pastor saw in 

other ~tates, must have been under Sunday 

laws. Consequently, it is demonstrated by 

Dr. Crafts's own evidence that there is bt;Jtter 

Sunday observance where there is no Sunday 

law than where there are Sunday laws. 

Again. Up to 1883, California had a Sun

day law. In 1885, Dr. Crafts published Iiis 

book. This was nearly two years after Cali

fornia abolished her Sunday law. Yet, in 

that book, on page 94, Mr. Crafts says:-

"Both laymen and ministers say that even in 
California the Sabbath is, on the whole, better ob
served and Christian services better attended, than 
five years ago." 

Five years goes back three years into the 

time of the Sunday law, consequently it is 

once more demonstrated by Dr. Crafts's own 

evidence that Sunday is better observed, and 

Christian services better attended, where there 

is no Sunday law than where there are Sun

day laws. Therefore, Dr. Crafts and all the 

people who work for Sunday laws are work

ing against the best Sunday observance. 

The reason why there is better Sunday ob

servance and better attendance upon Chris

tian services where there are no Sunday laws 

than where Sunday laws exist, is plain. Where 

there are no Sunday laws, the Christian peo

ple are thrown upon their own resources for 

securing the best observance of .. the day. 

Thus they work by Christian means, by Chris

tian influences, and by Christian persuasion, 

to secure the best observance of that which 
they deem to be a Christian institution. This 

is right. Such methods will always win. 

They will always work for good. 

But, on the other hand, when the aid of 

the civil power is sought, and Sabbath observ

ance is S<mght to be secured by the enforce
ment of law, Christians are drawn away from 
dependence upon Christian methods, men are 

repelled instead of being won, and Sunday is 

worse observed, and Christian services more 

poorly attended. 

By these evidences it is clear that every per

son who respects Christianity, and who wishes 

to secure the best Sunday observance, and to 

have Christian services best attended, ought 
to oppose Sunday laws with all his might. It 

is entirely. out of respect to Christianity that 

the AMERICAN SENTINEL opposes all Sabbath 

laws of civil government. 

Let religious institutions be sustained by 
religious means. Let Christi:;~,n duties be 

maintained by Christian methods. Let at

tendance at Christian services be secured hy 
Christian influences and Christi:m persuasion. 

This is the position of the AMEJMCAN SENTI

NEL, and it ought to be the position of every 

person who loves Jesus Christ. A. T. J. 

A National Sunday Law Means a 
National Religion. · 

THE petition for a National Sunday law asks 
Congress to pass a bill forbidding in the Nation's 
mail and military service and inte1·-State com
merce, and in the DistJ·ict of Columbia and the 
TerritorieH, all Sunday traffic and work "except 
works of religion and works of real necessity and 
mercy," etc. 

If Congress should pass such a bill making 
such to be the law, the United States Courts 
would be called upon immediately to construe 
the law. The Jaw forbids everything but works 
of religion. It would then devolve upon the 
United States Courts to define what are works of 
religion. And when the United States shall 
have defined what are works of religion, and a 
national law excepts these from the general 
work of all the people, what will that be but the 
establishment of a national religion? 

More than this; anothel' question would arise 
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to be decided. The matter would not stop with 
a decision of the question as to what are works of 
religion, but the additional question would have 
to he settled, What religion? There are a great 
many Chinese in tl1is country, and tl~at which to 
them woulrl be works of religion would not he 
considered such at all by the Sunday-law work
ers.. There are Mohammedans in the country, 
who might perform works on Sunday which, ac
cording to the Mohammedan religion would be 
strictly works of religion, yet which, according to 
the view of the Sunday-law advocates, would not 
be considered by any means, works of religion. 
The United States Supreme Court will have to 
decide amongst these different and discordant 
religions what religion it is whose works may be 
allowed on Sunday. As all those who are working 
for the Sunday law profess to be Christians; as 
the law is wanted to protect the Christian Sab
bath; as the day which is established is declared 
by them to be the great badge of Christianity; 
the court ·will have to deelare that it is works of 
the Christian religion that are meant in the 
statutes, and that only these are allowable under 
the law. And that would be only the establish
ment of Christianity as the national religion. 

The establishment of a national religion is in
evitable just as surely as a national Sunday law 
shrill ever be pas~ed. 

An Unchristian Union. 

A•r the State Convention of the Vermont 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, some
thing over a year ago, the 170 delegates adopted 
by unanimous vote,-

"Resolved, That we believe Christ, as the author 
and head of government, should be recognized in all 
political platforms, and by all societies, and we will 
rejoice to see the day when a political party distinctly 

-gives such recognition." 
Miss Willard is reported as having said con

cerning this resolution, "There is not a IV. C. T. 
U. in the land that will not echo this." 

This is sufficient of itself to SBttle the question 
as to whether or not the W. C. T. U. is an ally 
to the National Reform Association. But it was 
not especially for the purpose of commenting 
on this resolution that we quoted it, but to place 
before our readers some correspondence which 
took place in regard to it, and which, though old, 
will doubtless be new to a great majority of the 
readers ofthe AMERICAN SENTINEL, and will be 
of interest, as the principles are ever the same. 

Shortly after the passage of this resolution, 
Mrs. Lucinda B. Chandler addressed an open 
letter to Miss Willard, which was deemed of 
suffic-ient value by the latter to merit what she 
termed "a reply." After a brief introduction Mrs. 
Chandler proceeds as follows:-

" It is impossible for me to understand the record 
of the teaching of Jesus so as to claim him as ' the 
author and head of government.' He emphatically 
declared that his kingdom was not of this world. 
Jesus of Nazareth neither establi~hed ecclesiastical 
nor civil government. He founded neither church 
nor State. The great burden of his teaching was to 
pronounce the relation of humanity to the Father as 
one of spirit, and the only worship he enjoined was 
to worship in spirit and in truth. 

"How much would this true worship and love of 
the Spirit be promoted by grafting upon political 
platforms the name of Christ as 'the author and 
head of government.' 

"With your fertile imagination I beg you to fore
cast the effect upon the native honesty and integrity 
of office-seekers and political partisans, of making 
the condition of a place in office and political power 
a religious test, and the subscribing to a_ claim that 
Jesus Christ is 'the author and head' of our na-

tional affairs. Have we not already enough of lying J 

and hypocrisy-in our land? Have we not enough of 
centralizing power already oppressing the people in 
:qmmmom-bred monopoly? Shall we have added a 
religious test to the sycophancy, and hypocritical 
pretense?" 

It would seem as though this should commend 
itself to everybody as just criticism. It is in
comprehensible how any one with any knowledge 
of American politics, or with any knowledge of 
human nature, should think that politics will be 
purified and human nature elevated by a politi
cal party having as the chief plank in its plat
form the recognition of Christ as "author and 
head of government." When we see how ready 
men are to profess anything, in order that they 
may advance their own interests; when the his
tory of the world contains scarcely anything else 
than the record of the time-serving policy of men, 
of how men have s;old their influence and their 
honor and everything, to gain popularity and 
power; how men have professed one religion to
day and another to-morrow, according as one or 
the other had the greatest hold upon the masses 
of the people-it is as clear as noon-day that if 
a political party should base its platform chiefly 
on the recognition of Christ as "author and head 
of government" it would only make hypocritical 
followers of Christ. Just as soon as it should by 
any means,-and it could not do it by Christian 
methods,-begin to gain control of affairs, all the 
baser element, all those who intend to feed at the 
public crib at any cost, would turn and sup
port it; and men who are gross and profane and 
licentious in private, if not in public, would shout 
themsfllves hoarse for Christ and his kingdom. 

Again we quote:-

" Religious tests as qualification for civic service 
would not develop a spirit of truth. Religious tests 
and a formal recognition of the name of God or 
Christ would inevitably become the fettering gyves of 
an assumptive hierarchy. The Protestant idea and 
principle having abnegated itself by adopting the 
method of hierarchial authority; would be swept into 
the abyss where liberty had already been cast, 
wounded unto death. 

"No, no, my much-respected sister, I must hope that 
your more matured consideration will lead you to a 
different conclusion and determination. I cannot 
believe you wish religious liberty overthrown. I can
not think you would welcome the reign of hypocrisy 
and cant as an agency of political power. To enforce 
outward conduct by offering political preference would 
not advance either the spirit.of truth or of love." 

We quote again:-

" Righteousness, justice, truth, and above all ' love 
which vaunteth not itself and is not puffed up,' can
not be actualized in peoples or nations through legis
lative enactment." 

With this last paragraph everybody ought to 
agree. It is self-evident. Love is not a thing 
that can he forced. Who is there so foolish as 
to think that one person can -be compelled to love 
another? Who is there that would think of 
using physical force to get a child to love its 
teacher? and yet the W. C. T. U. and other 
National Reform bodies think to promote love for 
Christ and his truth by legal enactments! The 
statement of their desire should be sufficient to 
show the folly of it. 

The letter proceeds as follows:-

" It is earnestly to be hoped that the W. C. T. U. 
will not lend its influence to any proposed political 
measures to destroy our constitutional liberties, re
ligious or civil, but that they will continue to work 
diligently on the lines of education, toward u higher 
physiological, social, and moral standard of life on 
the comprehensive principle of temperance." 

We heartily second this wish. With the legiti
mate work of this W. C. T. U. we have always 

been in sympathy. If they· would continue as 
they begun, to labor for the advancement of tem
perance by moral and intellectual means, they 
would never have a word of criticism from us." 
We heartily support them in their work to edu
cate the children and all others in the principles 
of health and temperance and morality; but we 
cannot go with them when they depart from this 
reasonable and just method of work,-the only 
method which can accomplish any real results,
and adopt the unreasonable and unjust and 
wicked method of attempting to compel men to 
be Christlike. . 

We do not see how anyone can answer the fol
lowing paragraph of the open letter to Miss 
Willard, except by endorsing it:-

"Jesus said to Zebedee's sons: 'Ye know that the 
princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion oyer them, 
and they that are great exercise authority upon therri. 
But it shall not be so among you. Whosoever would 
be chief among you, let him be your servant.' The 
real followers of Christ will serve and minister unto 
humanity, and not seek to establish political power by 
means of religious test, even of the name of Christ." 

The following also is worthy of careful consid
eration:-

" If the church under thE' constitutional freedom 
secured to it cannot leaven the people with a love of 
justice, and make itself a power against political cor
ruption by its higher life, and the spirit of truth in 
its membership, it would surely fail of accomplishing 
it by platform dogmas or constitutional amendments.'' 

This last paragraph strikes at the very root of · 
the matter, and shows that such a course as is 
marked out by the National Reformers is deroga
tory to the Christian religion. It virtually says 
there is no power in the Spirit of Christ, and 
that God, working· through his own divinely ap
pointed ways, cannot accomplish the result that 
he designed; that if men work according to the 
rules he· has laid down they will fail, and that 
therefore they must inaugurate a system of their 
own. 

Further than this, it can be shown that a po
litical party with such a platform as is desired by 
theW. C. T. U. can succeed only by stultifying 
itsel£ Itcan come to power only by going di
rectly contrary to all the principles of Christ and 
his kingdom, which they profess to wish to estab
lish. Thus, political parties have influence ac
cording to the number of votes that they can 
control. These alone count. Now why is. there 
call for such a party as the W. C. T. U. desire 
to see? Why do they wish it? Simply because 
existing parties are corrupt. And why are exist
ing parties corrupt? Because the men who con
trol them are corrupt; and not only are those 
who control them corrupt, but the men they con
trol are corrupt. In other words, politics is cor
rupt because the good men, th,e Christian men, 
and the men of high moral principle in the gov
ernment are in the minority. They are outvoted 
by those who have no principle but selfish policy. 
Now how is this reform party to secure the con
trolling influence? Only by meeting these cor
rupt elements on their own ground, by opposing 
policy to policy, and by wire-pulling and under
handed means, such as are now employed; and 
then if they ever get into power, what will 
constitute their strength? Simply the number 
of votes they can secure to back their principles. 
And from what ranks will these voters have 
been secured ?-from the ranks of the existing 
corrupt parties, from professional politicians who 
will have taken their stand because they have 
been led to think that there is profit in it; and so 
they will have a party professing allegiance to 
Christ, but_ made up of the very same men who 
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composed and controlled the 0ld parties, and 
holding the very same principles; and, worse 
than all, these men will think themselves good 
Christians because they belong to the "Chi·istian 
party." "\Ve say tlJat all good Christians ought 
to pray to be delivered from complicity with any 
such party as this. 

We say nothing concerning anyone's personal 
Christianity, but we are sure that no one who is 
really and intelligently Christian can ever favor 
any such scheme. 

But how did Miss Willard reply to the letter 
from which we -have quoted these strong, sensible 
paragraphs? She acknowledged the whole point 
in the questions so pertinently addressed to her, 
and simi>ly reiterati'Jd her declaration in favor of 
a national Christianity. Here is a specimen:-

" Can the heart of God beat anywhere more po
tently than in a party and a platform that allies it~elf 
to God as revealed in that Christ spirit which knows 
neither foreign nor native, neither bond nor free, 
neither male nor female, but lifts humanity to one 
equal level of opportunity and hope?" 

It is indeed true that in Christ there is neither 
houd nor free, neither male nor female, and all 
are one; but does Miss Willard expect this state 
of things to be brought about by political action? 
Every Christian knows, both ft·om observation 
and experience, that there is nothing but the per
sonal work of the Spirit of Christ in the heart 
that can break down di8tinctious of race and per
sonal peculiarities and preferences, so that different 
peoples may unite as one. But can party platforms 
control the Spirit of Christ and bring it into the 
hearts of men. The fact that written creeds do not 
make Christians is almost universally recognized; 
and what would a political party with a platforJ:U 
recognizing Christ be but a creed; and how can 
such a creed have any more effect in transforming 
the life and character than a creed which men 
may receive or r~ject voluntarily? 

There is indeed a party whose platfi)rm and all 
who compose it should be allied together by a tie 
that would break down distinctions of nationality 
and personal peculiarity, and that party is the 
churcl1. Those only who are Christians can unite 
in the most perfect fellowship, but those who are 
Christians are members of this church, which is 
His body. It follows therefore that when Miss 
Willard· desires a party that shall have this for 
its object she simply desires a political church, in 
other words, a union of Church !tnd State. Of 
course, the object will fail of being achieved, and 
she will have simply a form, and such a church 
will not be the church of Christ. 

Here is Miss Willard's idea of recognizing 
Christ. She says:-

,, Christ is to-day the great world force for righteouS
ness, for ientleness, for purity; and I believe with all 

'my heart the world cun in no other way do itself so 
great a favor as by making much of his mission. He 
is so high as to be eeen fi·om everywhere; to whom 
else can the nations rally with such unanimity. He 
is so vast as to encompass us all in his plan and his 
record; shall we not let him gather us as a hen gath
ers her chickens under her wings? He is so universal 
as to be claimed by all, from Catholics to Spiritualists, 
and even agnostics and atheists say with Pilate, ' I 
find no fault in the man.' Can we not all then con
sent to be claimed by him as loyal, loving followers? 

We are amazed that a woman of so much cult
ure and presumably Christian experience as Miss 
'Villard, can be so blinded as to think that a union . 
of Catholics, Spiritualists, agnostics, and atheists, 
together with evangelical churches, upon a plat
form recognizing Christ, can be anything more 
than the most hollow and wicked sham. 

. Here the reader my see that all we have charged 

upon the movement is just. There will be no 
Christianity in it whatever. He who says that 
there will be real Christianity in the union, must 
say that infidels, .agnostics, and atheists are real 
Christians. We believe that these men can be 
good citizens, hut we are certain that they are not 
Christians. It needs no argument to show that a 
man who denies Christ is not a Christian. If it 
is true, as Miss Willard says, that all the Christian 
Unions in the United States are in favor of this 
thing, and are working for it, it is true the Na
tional W. C. T. U. is working itself into a posi
tion where it will be not a Christian Union, but 
an un-Christian union. 

We do not know that we need to quote any 
more from this letter. It shows that theN at}onal 
Reform party, of which Miss Willard stands as 
the best representative, is visionary in the ex
treme. We are willing to grant that they desire 
a better state of things than now exists. They 
see that there is wickedness and corruption, and 
they desire to see a reversed state; but they have 
dreamed an impossible thing. Their desires may 
be laudable, but their methods of work do not indi
cate a knowledge either of human nature or of the 
gospel of _Christ. E. J. w. 

The Authority for Sunday Laws. 

WE believe that every State in the Union, 
except California, has a Sund~y law. And 
we believe also that in every State in the 
Union, except California, Sunday laws have 
always been held to be constitutional. Cali
fornia's first decision on the question, held 
the Sunday law to be unconstitutional; but a 
dissL•nting opinion held it to be constitutional, 
and this dissenting opinion was afterward 
adoptee! by the Supreme Court, and so held 
until 1883, when the people, by a majority of 
nearly eighteen thousand, declared they 
would have no Sunday law. 

The story of that first and proper decision, 
in brief, is this: In 1858, the Constitution of 
California said, in Section 4: "The free exer
cise and enjoyment of religious profession and 
worship without discrimination or preference 
shall forever he allowed in this State." There 
was a statute passed by theLegislature enforc
ing the observance of" the Christian Sabbath," 
on the first clay of the week. A Jew in Sac
ramento kept his store open on Sunday; he 
was arrested, convicted, and sent to jail. He 
sued out a writ of habeaB corpUB on the ground 
of "tbe illegality of his imprisonment by 
reason of the unconstitutionality of the law." 
The majority' of the Court sustained the plea 
by decisions separately written, whose sound
ness, both upon constitutionaL principles and 
upon the abstract principle of justice itself, 
can never be successfully controverted. Mr. 
Stephen J. Field, now Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, was then 
a member of the California Court. He ren
dered a dissenting opinion, taking the same 
position as the Supreme Court of Arkansas as 
to the omnipotence of the Legislature, and 
soberly maintaining that the term "Christian 
Sabbath'' in the act was not a discrimination 
or preference in favor of any religious profes
sion or worship. He declared that "moralists 
and statesmen," "men of science and distin
guished philosophers," have pronounced the 

rule of "one day's rest in seven " to be 
"founded upon a Jaw of our rape." But he 
omitted to state what scientist or philosopher 
or moralist or statesman has ever pronounced 
upon what law is founded the rule of two 
day's rest in seven for the man who chooses to 
rest some other day than Sunday I 

In his written opinion, Mr. Field said that 
he had found that in twenty-five States of the 
Union, Sunday laws had been held to be con
stitutional. That this is so there can be no 
doubt. On this subject, the younger States, 
both in legislation and judicial decisions, have 
followed the example of the older States; 
these have followed the decisions of the old
est, and the oldest followed the example and 
the precedents of the colonies; and every one 
of the colonies had Sunday laws because every 
one had an established 1·eligion. The colonies 
not only followed the precedents, but they 
were a part, of the English system, which 
is wholly a Church and State system. The 
Church and State system of England severed 
itself from the papal Tule when Henry VIII. 
renounced allegiance to the Pope, and put 
himself at the head of the Church of England 
in the place of the Pope. The British sys
tem at that time was the papal system; the 
papal system was established by the mutual 
craft, flattery, and policy of Constantine and 
the ambitious bishops of his time, when the 
first Sunday law was enacted. This, in a 
word, is the genealogy of the Sunday laws of 
the United States. They belong with an estab
lished religion,-a union of Church and State. 
And in this country they have been almost 
universally sustained, either upon the Brit
ish principle of the omnipotence of Parlia
ment, or upon the Churcl:. and State princi
ples of the colonies of the British Govern
ment, and of the Papacy. 

The law of Pennsylvania, sustained by a 
Supreme Court decision, is virtually a colonial 
law, which was a part of the system in which 
nobody who did "not confess and acknowl
dge one Almighty God to be the creator, up
holder, and ruler of the world," could be a 
citizen. 

The Supreme Court of New York sustains 
Sunday laws by at once declaring Christianity 
to be the established religion of that State. 
This is based upon Chief Justice Kent's de
cision, of 1811, which cited a law of the col
ony which declared that "the profanation of 
the Lord's day was 'the ~:;reat scandal of the 
Christian faith.'" That decision of Judge 
Kent's made Christianity the established re
ligion of the State of New York, by citing the 
pr€cedents of the papal institutions of mod
ern Europe and the pagan nations of antiquity. 

This, again, proves Sunday laws to belong 
with established religions, with the union of 
Church and State, finding their basis in papal 
a~d pagan institutions. 

In every statute book in America, with 
scarely an exception, Sunday laws are found 
under the head of "offenses against religion," 
or "offenses against God and religion." This 
springs naturally from the colonial legislation, 
where each colony deemed itself the special 
guardian of God and of some particular form 
of religion • 
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But according to the word of Christ, the 
civil power has nothing to do with either God 
or religion, nor with offenses against God or 
religion. Religion is defined by Webster as 
'~the recognition of God as an object of wor
ship, love, and obedience." Another definition, 
given by the National Reform Asl;looiation 
itself, is " man's personal relation of faith and 
and obedience to God." Civil government has 
nothing to do with a man's personal relation of 
faith and obedience to God. If he has no ta.ith 
at all, and makes no pretensions to obedience 
to God, that is nothing to the civil government, 
so long as the man conducts himself civilly. 
Neither has civil government anything to do 
with offenses against God; tl;le Lord himself 
can attend to that. A man is responsible 
alone to God for the offenses which he com
mits against God. Civil government has no 
business to establish a religion, and then make 
offenses against it criminal; nor has it any 
business to put itself in the place of God, 
and presume to declare that an offense against 
the governmental idea of God is an offense against 
God. How is the civil government to know 
whether an act offends God m; not? The fact 
of ,the matter is, that just as soon as Sunday 
laws are investigated at all in the light of 
truth, or justice, or law, it is found that they 
are inseparable from an established religion, 
--inseparable from a union of Church and 
State. 

This is further shown by a mere glance at 
the British system, as set forth by Blackstone 
in his chapter on "Offenses against God and 
Religion." There" profanation of tlie Lord's 
day" is classed with such things as" apostasy," 
"heresy," "reviling the ordinances of the 
church,"" non-conformity to the worship of the 
Church,~~ " witchcraft," "conjuration," "en
chantment," "sorcery," "religious imposture, 
such as ft1lsely pretending an extraordinary 
commission from Heaven," adultery as an 
ecclesiastical offense cognizable by the spirit
ual court, and such confusion of civil and re
ligious ideas as the punishment of drunken
ness as an offense against God and religion. 
'fhis is the company with which Sunday 
laws belong. The penalty for apostasy was, 
first, burning to death ; this fell into disuse 
after a while. Then the penalty was that 
"for the first offense the offender should be 
rendered incapable to hold any office or place 
of trust." 

At such legal nonsense as this the United 
States Constitution struck a death blow in the 
clause which declares that" no religious test 
shall ever be required as a qualification to 
any office or public trust under this Govern
ment." And by the first amendment to the 

. Constitution of the United States, this Govern
ment utterly separates itself from the whole 
system of offenses against God and religion 
so long maintained by the British Govern
ment, by the colonies, and even yet by mapy 
of the States, and which is characteristic of all 
Church and State governments-governments 
of established religion-:-by declaring that 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof." This is sound Ameri
can principle, and accords with the word of 
Jesus Christ. 4-nd the effort· ought to be, 

throughout this whole nation, to lift the Con
stitutions, the legislation, and the jurispru
dence of the States up to th~ level of that of 
the National Constitution. But instead of 
doing that, and so carrying this whole Nation 
bodily onward in the _march of liberty, en
lightenment, and progress, these people go 
about to bring down our national system of 
Constitution and laws to the level of that of the 
States, which is the level of that of the col
onies, which is the level of that of the British 
system, which is the level of that of the 
Papacy, which is the system of paganism un
der cover of the Christian name. 

At the hearing before the Senate Committee 
last December, on the Sunday bill, Dr. Elliott 
cited Edgar, Athelstan, and Alfred; and Dr. 
Crafts cites Alfred, 6harlemagne, and Justin
ian; in support of Sunday laws. To be sure I 
And with equal force they can cite· these and 
many others of the Dark Ages in support of 
tithes to the clergy, the supremacy of the 
monks in civil affairs, the "holy anointing" 
of ldngs by the Pope, and for aQy and every 
other thing that belongs with the papal sys
tem. 'l'hey can carry Sunday-law precedents 
farther back than that: they can go back to the 
time of Theodosius and Constantine. They 
can find, and so can anybody else, that as 
Pontifex Maximus of the old pagan system, 
Constantine "had the plenary power of ap
pointing holy days;" they can find that by 
virtue of this power, Constantine established 
the first Sunday law of all time, in honor of 
the "venerable day of the sun," whose special 
devotee he was; and also that as " bishop of 
externals" of the new pagan system,-the 
papal,-which office he assumed by virtue of 
his political conversion to the political Chris
tianity of his time, he played into the hands 
of the ambitious bishops by giving them in 
that Sunday law their coveted "use of the 
power of the State for the furtherance of their 
aims " to compel men to accept the decrees, 
and submit to the dictates, of the church. 
He, and all others, will find that this ls the 
literal truth of the origin of Sunday laws. 

All this is supported by abundance of testi
mony of undoubted authority. So eminent a 
divine as Dean Stanley declares plainly that 
the retention of the old pagan name of "dies 
solis," or Sunday, for the weekly Christian 
festival, "is owing to the union of pagan and 
Christian sentiment with which the first day 
of the week was recommended by Constantine 
to his subjects, pagan and Christian alike, as 
the 'venerable day of the sun.' It 
was his mode of harmonizing the discordant 
religions of the empire under one common in
stitution." 

·This same mode of harmonizing paganism 
with Christianity wns further illustrated by 
his imper~al coins, bearing on one side the name 
of Christ, and 011 the other the figure of the sun
god, with the inscription, "the unconquera
ble sun." This confusion of pagan and Christian 
ideas and practices is what made the papacy, 
the union of Church and State, and the con
fusion of civil and religious things from which, 
with the exception of the Government of the 

. United States, the nations have not even yet 
freed themselves. That' is the authority, ~J,nd 

the only authority, for Sunday laws. Sunday 
has no basis whatever as a civil institution; it 
never had any. And the only basis it has, or 
ever had, as a religious institution is in that 
conf11sion of paganism and Christianity which 
made the papacy, ·with all that it is or ever 
was. A. T. J. 

Reply to Mr. Johnston. 

N. R.JoHNSTON-RespectedSir: In Number27, 
current volume of THlt AMERICAN SENTINEL, ap 
pears an open letter from you to me, calling my 
attention to what you think an error into which 
I have fallen relative ."to the character of the 
Hebrew civil government, as well as in reference 
to what government should be now." 

Your criticism was called out by my article en
titled "Nehemiah, the Tirshatha," which ap
peared in Number 26 of the SENTINEL. 

It appears that I am not alone in my error, 
but that it is wide spread ; that not only a few 
here and there share it with me, but vast multi
tudes, even " millions of other Christians" also 
hold it. 

You call our attention to sundry propositions 
which I suppose you deem sufficient to clear our 
minds of the fog with which they are beclouded. 
As I cannot speak for the miliions aforesaid, I 
can say for one that I profess to be open tq, con
viction, and that if wrong I want to know it, and 
that I am as willing to receive correction from 
your hands as from any one. 

You declare in starting out that you are aNa
tional Reformer, but that you do not want your 
errors charged up to the account of your Reform 
brethren. I must say that I am generous enough 
to grant the request. _They, without doubt, have 
enough of their own to answer for, and I do not 
wish to make their burden heavier. I wonder why 
you make the request. Is it because you are 
ashamed, or is it because you stand in suspicion, of 
sentiments emanating from National Reform 
sources? You Reformers being the mouthpieces 
of the Lord, and the especial links connecting 
Heaven and the United· States, which you seem 
bent on reforming whether or no, you certainly 
ought to be able to harmonize with your brother 
National Reformers! If you do not, it's high 
time you 'were beginning to see ''eye to eye" and 
settle yourselves down into the "unity of the 
faith." It will never do to have the Lord's 
trumpeters give discordant blasts! But to the 
propositions, I shall give them attention, as you 
desire. 

1. You ask if "the tl1eocracy of the Hebrew 
commonwealth" was good in the past, "why 
would not a similar theocracy be golld ·now?" 
Answer.-You have yourself in part furnished' 
the reply to the question in that portion of your 
article numbered 5. It is because it "would be 
impracticable-an utter impossibility;" but the 
reason you assign why such would be the case 
is, I think, not the real one. The reason why a 
theocracy would not "be good now'' is ·be
cause that, as God has discontinued that kind of 
governm.ent, it would be mad'e only by men; at 
the head of it would be a man in the place of 
God; and in the Papacy the world has had an 
illustration of what such ~government would be. 
He who claims that a theocracy "would be good 
now, justifies the Papacy with all that it has ever 
been. And that is why a theocracy would not be 
good now. 

To the second questio1,1, I answer: 
2. Y~m contrll:~ict yourself when y_ou admit .tlr 
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theocracy in Israel and deny that tl1ere was a 
union of Church and State. This is like saying 
that a ten-ceflt piece is not a dime. A theocracy 
is a union of Church and State, and a union of 
Church and @tate is a theocracy. You can't sep
arate them. Don't you see you put asunder that 
which is joined together? 

You say the Church and the State co-oper
ated simply, but there was no union. Webster 
defines co-operate "to work together." That's it 
exactly. The Church and the State always work 
together in a union. It cannot be otherwise. 
There can be no union of any kind without work
ing together. The two blades of a pair of scissors 
are "independent" of each other, but they "co
operate" -worlc to,qether because there is a Ullion: 
In the I{ebrew theocracy men were put to death 
for blasphemy and Sabbath-breaking. Lev. 24: 
16. Ex. 31 :14, 15. Also f<n· disobedience to 
parents, Dent. 21 : 18-21; for adultery; for kid
napping; for being a medium, and in fact for vi
olation of any commandment of the decalogue, 
even to the tenth. 

It was an offense punishable with death to 
make and to use the anointing oil for common 
purposes. Ex. 30: 34-38. Would yon be will
ing to have in this Nation a similar theocracy if 
the people were "all of one mind or of one relig
ion, as were the Hebrews" ? Would you be will
ing to attach the death penalty to the using of the 
elements of the bread and wine in the Lord's sup
per for common purposes ? The matter of the 
anointing oil was nearly similar. In your " pure 
republican theocracy," could you give your "vote" 
to establish such penalty for such offenses? 

3. You see no union of Church and State in 
our Nation, yet people hold offices in the civil de
partment orin the State and in the church at the 
same time. You argue that persons under the 
old theocracy held office in the church and were 
also civil rulers yet this dirl not make a union of 
Church and State then, any more than the same 
thing makes such a union in this country now. I 

· reply, the cases are not parallel, and theref<1re 
your illustration goes wide of the mark. If reli,q
io7ts profession were a requisite for holding office 
in this country, as you National Reformers are 
more than willing should be the case, then 
the examples cited would be pertinent, but this 
would be union of Church and State. I think you 
will agree with me that it would. Well that's the 
way it was in the Israel~tish theocracy. Every 
civil officer had to he a professor of religion-no 
"outsider " was eligible. The officer must be a 
religious person. 

Proof Tl1e rulers chosen by Moses were men 
who feared God, "men of truth, hating covetous
ness." Ex: 18: 21-26. See, also, 2 Sa~n. 23: 1-3 
and 2 Chron. 19:5-10. The words of David 
''by the Spirit of the Lord," and the "reform" 
wor\., of Jehoshaphat, clearly show there was a 
national religion. . 

4. Your greatest error I conceive to be ex
pressed in these words: "In the Hebrew com
monwealth or theocracy, the officers were chosen 
by the people." Nothing could be farther from 
the facts. God himself, and not the people, 
chose the officers. He, and not the people, 
chose Moses. Ex. 3:10. 'He chose Moses' suc
cessor, Joshua. Josh. 1: 1-3. He chose the 
tribe of Judah ·after the death of Joshua. Judges 
1: 1, 2. He "gave" the people judges. Acts 
13: 20. When the people wanted a king, the 

· Lord gave them Saul. Verse 21. He told Samuel 
•. wh~m to anoint. 1 Sam. 9: 15, 16. The people 

did not elect him. The Lord selected David. 
1 Sam. 16: 12, 13. The people did not elect him. 
Moses, at the direction of the Lord, selected 
seventy men of the elders of Israel for "officers" 
over the people. The people did not select. 
Num. 11: 16. These examples prove that you 
are mistaken. Very respectfully, 

N. J. BowERS. 
Fresno, Cal., July 22. 

----·----
Who Is on the Constitution's Side? 

IN the words, "Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion or prohibit
ing the free exercise thereof," the United States 
Constitufon guarantees perfect religious liberty 
to every soul in this Nation. A great many peo
ple appear to dread the encroachments of the Ro
man Catholic power. But, so long as the United 
States Constitution shall be kept as it is, and 
legislation in harmony with it, such fears are 
groundless. Cardinal Gibbons might be elected 
president, Archbishop Corrigan, vice-president, 
every seat in the Senftte might be filled with 
bishops, ·and every seat in the House of Repre
sentatives might be filled with priests, yet so long 
as they should respect the Constitution they could 
not pass a single law affecting Protestantism in 
any way, because the Constitntion says that, 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an estab
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free exer
cise thereof." And under this Constitution, the 
RornRn Catholic, in the exercise of his- religion, is 
just as free from any interference by Protestants as 
Protestants are from the interference which they 
profess to fear from Catholics. 

Much is said of the hatred of infidels toward 
Christianity; but with the Constitution as it is, 
and with legislation and public sentiment in 
harmony with it, infidels might hate Christianity 
as heartily as many persons think they do, and 
yet they could do Christianity no harm. Colonel 
Ingersoll might be elected president and every 
seat in Congress filled with infidels as outspoken 
as he, yet so long as the Constitution should be 
respected, they could not make a single law 
affecting Christianity in any way, even if they 
wanted to, because the Constitution says that, 
" Congress shall make no law respecting an estab
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free exer
cise thereo£" 

Under this Constitution religious profession 
and worship are absolutely free. And so long as 
public sentiment shall see to it that the Constitu
tion remains as it is, and legislation in harmony 
with it, every man's religious profession and wor
ship will remain free. Constitutional safeguards 
are such only so long as there is "an enlightened 
public opinion based on individual intelligence." 

There is, however, an already large, and con
stantly increasing element demanding that the 
Constitution ·shall be so amended as to empower 
Congress to legislate in behalf of Christianity. 
And a great many are even calling for religious 
legislation without any such amendment. May 
21, 1888, Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, in
troduced a bill to "promote" the observance of 
tl1e Lord's day "as a day of religious worship," 
and to secure the " religious observance of the 
Sabbath day." Four days afterward, May 2[i, 
the same Senator introduced a "joint-resolution 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, respecting establishments of 
religion and free public schools;" providing for 
instruction in " the principles of the Christian 
religion" in all public schools of the Nation; 

and empowering Congress to "enforce this article 
by Ieg'slation when necessary;" which only pro
poses to empower Congress to legislate in regard 
to the principles of the Christian religion. Dur
ing the last session of the Fiftieth Congress, there 
were repeated visits of large and influential dele
gations to the Senate committee having these 
items in charge, pleading strongly for the pas
sage of both. The adoption of either would be 
but the estrublishment of a national religion, and 
the establisl1ment of a national religion is but the 
establishment of a national despotism, even 
though it be under the name of Christianity. 
True Christianity never can be made a national 
religion. To make it national is to pervert it. 
Christianity is universal. It embraces all the 
world, having its head in Heaven and not on 
earth. 

Jesus Christ separated forever civil government 
from his religion when he said, "My kingdom is 
not of this world," and, " Render therefore to 
Cresar the things that are Cresar's, and unto God 
the things which are God's." Bancroft, the 
historian of the United States, says: "No one 
thought of vindicating religion f(n· the individual, 
till a voice in Judea, breaking day for the greatest 
epoch in the life of humanity, by establishing a 
pure, spiritual, and universal religion for all 
mankind, enjoined to render to Crosar only that 
which is Cresar's. The rule was upheld during 
the infancy of the gospel for all men." "The 
new Nation when it came to establish a govern
ment for the United States refused to treat faith 
as a matter to be regulated by a corporate body, 
or having a headship in a monarch or a State. 
Vindicating the right of individuality even in re
ligion, and in religion above all, the new Nation 
dared to set the example of accepting in its rela
tions to God the principle first divinely ordained 
of God in Judea." The United States Constitu
tion as it is, upon the subject of religion, is in 
exact harmony with the principles and the word 
of Jesus Chris( Therefore, any effort to change 
that Constitution. respecting religion, even though 
it be professedly done in behalf of Christianity, is 
directly opposed to the word of Jesus Christ. 

Again the Declaration of Independence de
clares that governments derive their just powers 
from the consent of the governed. This is 
the fundamental principle of American institu
tions, and it is in harmony with the word of God. 
Yet, at a convention held in Sedalia, Mo., May 
23 and 24, in behalf of the proposed National 
Sunday law, Mr. W. P. Gray, the secretary of the 
convention, who was made secretary of the State 
Sabbath Union, said:-

"I for one, do not believe that as a political maxim, 
governments derive their just powers from the .con
sent of the governed. And I believe with Mr. 
Gault on this, I think. And so the object of this 
movement is au effort to change that feature in our 
fundamental law." 

This statement is quoted and endorsed by the 
Ch1·istian Statesman, which is the official organ of 
the National Association for securing such an 
Amendment to the United States Constitution as 
Senator .Elair proposed. Therefore, it stands 
proved by their own words that, those who favor · 
the resolution and the bill introduced by Sen
ator Blair on the subject of religion, are, through 
!hese, aiming at the subverilion of the fundamental 
principles of American institutions, the destruc
tion of the rights and liberties of men ; and that 
their work is directly opposed to the principles 
and the word of Jesus Christ. 

It is true that both these pieces of proposed 
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legislation died when the Fiftieth Congress expired, 
March 4, 1889. But it is also true that all those 
who favor them are preparing to do their utmost 
to have them introduced as soon as the next Con
gress convenes, and also to do their utmost to se-
cure their adoption. · 

Do you respect the word of Christ? Do you 
love liberty, civil and religious? Do you respect 
the rights of men? Do you appreciate the lib
erty asserted in the·Declaration of Independence 
and guaranteed in the Constitution of the United 
States? If you do any one of these, then you 
should be wiUing to let your voice be known in 
the endorsement and your name in the signing of 
the following petition : - , 

" To the Honorable, the Senate of the United States, 
(duplicate also to the House): 

" We, the undersigned, adult residents of the United 
States, twenty-one years of age or more, hereby re
spectfully but earnestly petition your Honorable 
Body not to pass any bill in regard to the observance 
of the Sabbath, or Lord's day, or any other religious 
or ecclesiastical institution or rite; nor to favor in 
any · way the adoption of any resolution for the 
amendment of the National Constitution that would 
in any way give preference to the principles of any 
one religion above another, or that will in any way 
sanction legislation upon the subject of religion. But 
that the total separation between religion and the 
State assured by our National Constitution as it now 
is, may forever remain as our fathers established it." 

The lines are being drawn. On which side 
will you stand? A. T. J. 

National Reform by Constitutional 
Amendment not Right. 

Tml: Evangelical Repository for March has an 
excellent article from Rev. J. G. Carson, D. D., 
professor of homiletics and pastoral theology in 
the United Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Xenia, Ohi(}, from which we make the following 
extract which we commend to the advocates of 
religious legislation. Mr. Carson's proposition 
is "that the proposed Christian amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States is neither 
a possible, nor proper, nor necessary, method of 
National Reform. After giving his reasons for re
garding it as impracticable, the writer says:-

But we proceed to show that this method of 
National Refimn, even if' it were possible, is not 
proper or right, because the cfvil constitution is 
not designed or adapted to be the expression of 
the religious faith of a nation. 

Granted that the nation· should have a re
ligion, or, in other words, that the people com-

. posing it should acknowledge their allegiance to 
God, and even to Jesus Christ, in his mediatorial 
authority; yet it is pure assumption to argue that 
this can only be done through the State in its 
civil constitution. The fact is that the nation, or, 
to speak more properly, the people of a nation, 
can act just as well through the church as 
through the State. Many are misled by the 
phrase, the "Nation or the State (for these two 
are unwarrantably used as interchangeable terms), 
is a moral person," which· is a mere figure of 
speech, like a" fiction of law." The true idea is 
something like this: The State, or civil govern-

. ment, is -an organization, or thing, like a piece of 
machinery, through which the nation, composed 
of moral persons, acts in its civil capacity; while 
the church is an organization through which the 
same composite moral person acts in its religious 
capacity. In either case, the moral character of 
the action and the moral responsibility belong to 
the individual moral persons composing the or
ganism, and not to the organization itsel£ 

If it be proper to apply the word person to the 
nation as an organism, then we would say the 
same person in the one case is acting in a civil 
capacity, and in the other in a religious capacity. 
If there be any one form of religion embraced by 
the majority of the nation, the profession of that 
religion is made, and can be properly made, only 
through the church. In every Christian nation, 
that church or body of professed Christians 
which includes-in its various branches, it may 
be-the decisive majority of the people, that 
church indicates by its profession, the religious 
character and profession of the ·nation, and not 
its civil constitution or form of civil goyernment. 
We believe that the whole nation, embracing all 
ranks and classes, kings, nobles, princes, judges, 
governors, legislators, and all citizens, should 
"kiss the Son," acknowledge allegiance to Christ in 
every relation of life; but this they can do prop
erly only through the church, and not through 
the State. And this is the true national church 
and national religion, though it be not established 
by law; yea, though another church and religion 
be so established. 

This Nation is a Christian nation, and even a 
Protestant Christian. nation, and so .recognized, 
not from its civil Constitution or form of govern:~ 
mep.t, but from the character of the religion pre
vailing among its citizens, as professed by the 
churches to which they belong.~ If it be said that 
this profession should also be made by the nation 
in its organized capacity as a civil government, 
then it follows, as a natural' and necessary conse
quence, that this distinctive form of the Christian 
religion becomes the established religion, and the 
church representing it becomes the established 
church. And to this end does the movement for 
the religious amendment of the Constitution 
logically tend and arrive at last, notwithstanding 
all disclaimers on the part of its advocates as to 
their intentions. In the last analysis it involves 
a religion established by law, a union of Church 
and State. 

It is not necessary for us to show that, under 
the present dispensation, the establishment of re
ligion by law, which necessarily requires an 
established church, is not admissible or proper. 
This, like the ''requiring of religious tests," may 
be assumed or taken for granted. Any method 
of national reform which, like this proposed 
amendment, leads inevitably to the confounding 
of the relations of Church and State, is thereby 
convicted as improper and wrong. 

Nowhere is this fundamental distinction be
tween the respective provinces of the Church and 
the State more closely and tersely defined than in 
the language of our fathers of the Secession .in 
the action adopted by the Associate Presbytery, 
September 29, 17 43, which reads thus: "True 
religion is not only the church's blessing, but her 
very substance; so that true religion and a true 
church cannot be divided. Now, if true religion 
became a part of the civil constitution, it inevita
bly follows that the church became a part of the 
State; which doctrine, as it is absurd in itself, so 
it lays a plain foundation for Erastianism, over
turning the distinction betwixt the kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the kingdoms of this 
world. Moreover, if the true religion (which is 
spiritual and supernatural) became a part of the 
civil constitution, then it could no longer remain 
a civil, but become a religious, a spiritual, a 
Hupernatural constitution." (See Gib's Display, 
vol. 1, p. 274.) 

Now, inasmuch as the mediatorial authority of 

Jesus Christ is a principle of the" true religion/' 
which is purllly "spiritual and supernatural," 
and even its fundamental princ>iple, which includes 
all others, it follows that the" civil constitution is 
not designed nor adapted" to be the place for its 
acknowledgment by the nation, else would it 
cease to be a civil and become a religious docu
ment. 

The Denver "News" on the Blair Bill. 

IN discussing the question of Sunday legisla
tion, the Denver News of June 30 says:-

"The Blair Sunday bill, which is expected to come 
before the next Congress and for which petitions are 

. being circulated, can of course only affect such matters 
as are embraced within Federal jurisdiction. That 
bill is inspired by a sentiment of religious intolerance, 
although its friends may be unconscious of the fact. 
Mr. Crafts disclaims the measure in its present form, 
but Senator Blair would make the religious phase 
stronger if he could. The Rev. W. D. Gray, secretary 
of the Sunday Observance Convention, lately held in 
Missouri, does not disguise the real character of the 
movement as he understands it. In a speech made 
before that body he says:-

"'To appeal to divine authority in our legislation 
would be to fundamentally change the law of our 
land, or the principle adopted by our fathers when 
they said that all governments derive their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. I for one 
do not believe that as a political maxim. I do not 
believe that governments derive their just power~ 
from the consent of the governed; and so the object 
of this movement is an effort to change that feature 
of our fundamental law. Jefferson was under the in
fluence of French ideas when the Constitution was 
framed, and that had something to do with leaving 
God out of the Constitution. And I think that the 
provincial history of this country will compel us to 
come back to that, and recognize God in our C<mstitu
tion. And I see in this reform a Providence teach-

. ing us the necessity of recognizing something else 
besides the will of the people as the basis of Govern
ment.' 

"Such views as the foregoing should kill any at
tempt to legalize Sunday as a day of rest. The fun
damental principle of the Government suits very well, 
and no interest has enjoyed greater prosperity 
under its operation than religion. The chmche l of 
the United States have a vitality that is not equaled 
in any other country, and they owe it to the spirit of 
freedom and to the good sense that cut them entirely 
loose from the State. The severance cannot be too 
complete. Religion associated with civil affairs has 
been too frightful a curse to mankind and too often 
decimated the race to offer any inducemeilts for 
such experiments in a land of freemen. A day of 
rest from toil is a boon that should be preserved, but 
it will not find legal aid through a measure that im
plies an encroachment upon liberty of conscience or 
any alliance between religion and the State that has 
been happily dispensed with for a hundred years of 
unexampled national prosperity." 

The sentiment expressed in the last sentence of 
this quotation will be better understood in the 
light of the following words which occur pre-
viously in the same article:- · 

"The object of such a law should be to limit the sum 
of Sunday labor, by stopping ordinary busines~ and 
it should be morf::l especially directed against corpora
tions and companies that employ persons to do work. 

"Even then the rights of those who from religious 
motives keep another day should be protected to the 
utmost, as also the rights of people who attach no re
ligious significance whatever to any day." 

"The law should be chary of any interference with 
the individual ~n his choice of a way for enjoying hi8 
Sunday rest. No restriction upon the individual that 
rests solely upon the religious conviction of another 
should form a legitimate feature in such a law. In 
a general sense the rule for measuriug the degree of 
individual liberty should be that point beyond which 
the rights of others would be affected." 

This would indeed be a very mild Sunday law; 
much too mild to satisfy the so-called American 
Sabbath Union. 
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friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

THE Times of this city says that "the Paterson 
Board of Health has decided that where the plac
ing of a green card on a house to indicate the 
presence of diphtheria on the premises, might di
minish t~e business of a saloon-keeper, the card 
may be placed on the back door, where the gen
eral public will not see it." We do not know 
how it is in New Jersey towns, but if the object 
be to place the green card where its presence will 
the least interfere with business, it would be nec
essary as a general rule to change the card to the 
front door one day in the week, namely, on Sun
day, in those towns where Sunday-closing is in 
vogue; because then the back door of the saloon 
is the avenue of business. ' 

THE Overton (Neb.) Clipper has the following 
in reference to some lady who is securing signa
tures to the remonstrance against the Blair bill 
and ldndred measures :-

"What lunatic asylum has broken loose? Last 
Sunday an old woman was in town with a petition to 
Congress to not make a Church and State government 
of the United States. " 
. To this the Phelps County Herald replies as 
follows:-

" Evidently the above paper favom a Church and 
State government. If so, it does not realize its posi
tion. Better study history a little, and see what have 
been the terrible results of a union of Church and 
State in the past. All honor to the ' old woman' 
who is contributing her mite toward keeping Church 
and State forever separate. " 

The Herald is one of our exchanges, and is 
posted on National Reform doctrines and meth
ods. 

WE are opposed to the teaching of the Chris
tian religion in the public schools, not because 
Christianity is not the true religion, but because 
the State cannot of right have anything what
ever to do with any religion. Religion is defined 
by Webster to be " Recognition of God as an 
object of worship, love, and obedience; ·right 
feeling toward God, as rightly apprehended; pi
ety." And in the very nature of the case only 
individuals can love God and have right feelings 
toward him. 

Again. If we recognize the State as having 
the right to decide for us as to what is the Chris
tian religion, as it must do if it is to be taught in 
the public schools, we virtually agree to stand by 
its decision, and for a Christian to agree to stand 
by the decision of any human authority upon mat
ters of religion, is in effect to agree to apostatize · 
from the faith whenever that authority may de
mand it. But whenever the State assumes to de
cide such questions it goes outside of its legitimate 
sphere, and puts itself in the place of God. 

IT is urged by the advocates of Sunday laws 
that they do not infringe the rights of conscience, 
because while they forbid work o.n Sunday they 
do not forbid the keeping of another day also. 
But is this true? God has said, "Six days shalt 
thou labor and do all thy work." This at least 

gives all permission to work six days out of each 
seven. The divine law also says, "The seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it 
thou shalt not do any work." One man reads 
that commandment and says, That requires me 
to keep the definite seventh day of the week. 
Another says, That means tl1at I shall work six 
days and rest one; any stated day will do. The 
first man keeps Saturday, the seventh day of the 
weekly cycle. The second man Keeps Sunday, 
the first day of the week. The State steps in 
and says to the first man, "You may keep the 
seventh day if you wish, but you must also keep 
the first day." :Does 1t not, by thus depriving 
him of one-sixth of his GDd-given time for labor, 
to all intents and purposes fine him for acting 
according to his convictions of' duty? 

THE Christian Nntion of July 17 says:-
" The ·enemies of the Sabbath and friends of the 

liquor traffic, are doing their utmost to make the Cin
cinnati Sabbath observ:mce law odious, so as to se
cure its repeal. The mayor of the city has issued an 
order closing up all places of business and stopping 
all vocations that are not strictly necessary. This is 
an old scheme of the liquor men-a retaliatory meas
ure-which often causes the whole law to go by de
fault." 

Well, the very object of the law is said to be to 
stop all vocations and business that are not strictly 
necessary. The petition for a National Sunday 
law in this respect only excepts work of" real ne
cessity." Then, if the law is good, how is it possi
ble to make it odious by enforcing it? Let the 
reader imagine, if he can, how strictly laws 
against murder, manslaughter, assault and battery, 
and theft, would have to be enforced to be made 
odious. Such a thing is impossible. Such laws 
cannot be made odious by enforcing them. Their 
very virtue lies in the strictest enforcement 
possible. · Any- law that can be made odious 
by enforcement is a bad law, and Sunday laws 
everywhere are made odious always by a uniform 
enforcement; consequently all Sunday laws are 
bad laws and ought to be repealed. 

THE field secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union tries to dodge any connection with the 
National Reform Association, so as to evade an 
additional point which we make in regard to 
Sunday laws being religious legislation; but he, 
himself, was a part of the last National Reform 
Convention, held in Pittsburg last spting, and 
made a speech there. Rev. J. P. Mills, a district 
secretary of several years' standing, of the N a

tional Reform Association, is secretary and chief 
manager of the Ohio State Sabbath Association, 
which is auxiliary to the National Sabbath Union, 
and was organized under the direction of the 
field secretary, Dr. Crafts. 

Again, Rev. M. A. Gault is a born and bred 
National Reformer, and for years has been, and 
is now a district secretary of the National Re
form Associ:ation and one of its most active work
ers. Mr. Gault, with Miss Shaw of the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, organized the Mis
souri State Sunday Law Convention held at 
Sedalia in May, at which Dr. Crafts was present 
and made a speech, and where, again, under his 
direction, a State Sabbath Association for Mis
souri was organized auxiliary to the National, of 
which Mr. Crafts is field secretary. And now, 
we have it on the authority of the Shenandoah 
Post, of Iowa, that " Mr. Gault has been appointed 
secretary of the Des Moines, Omaha, and Denver 
districts," and that as such he is now "gi~ing his 
time to the Sunday-rest movement," and is hold-
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ing Sunday-law conventions in his districts. Now 
if Dr. Crafts or anybody else can tell where the 
American Sabbath Union stops and the National 
Reform Association begins, we wish he would do 
it. 

THERE is an item of business that we should 
likl:' for the field secretary of the American 
Sabbath Union to explain. In Portland, Oregon, 
in the First Congregational Church, July 22, 
there was placed in the slips of the pews, the fol
lowing petition to be signed:-
"To the United States Senate: 

"The undersigned, adult residents of the 
United States, twenty-one years of age and more, 
hereby earnestly petition your honorable body to 
pass a bill forbidding in the Nation's mail and 
military service and in inter-State commerce, and 
in the District of Columbia and the Territories, 
all Sunday traffic and work, except works of 
religion and works of real necessity and mercy." 

We picked up in that church one of these 
blank petitions which we now have. Mr Crafts 
went from Pm:tland to Puget Sound, and at 

· Tacoma he circulated the following petition:-
"The undersigned organizations, and adult resi

dents (21 years of age or more) of the United 
States, hereby earnestly petition your honorable 
body to pass a ·bill forbidding, in the Nation's 
mail and military service and inter-State com
merce, and in the District of Columbia and the 
Territories, all Sunday traffic and work, except 
works of religion and works of real necessity and 
mercy, and such private work by those who re
ligiously and regularly observe another day of 
the week by abstaining from labor and business, 
as will neither intet-fere with the general rest nor 
with pnblic worship." · 

Now why is this thus? Why do they circu
late these two kinds of petitions? Why do they 
in one petition propose to exempt those who 
religiously and regularly observe another day of 
the week, and in the other petition make no sign 
of any such exemption? Not that we are in 
favor of such exemption, for we favor no exemp
tion from the workings of Stmday laws unless it 
be uniform, and exempt everybody who does not 
want to obey the law. We only ask for infor
mation, why do they circulate these two kinds of 
petitions? And the columns of the SENTINEL are 
open for the field secretary, or any other one in 
authority, to answer. 

WE are requested to state that on or about the 
7th of March last, George D. McKinstry, a young 
man eighteen years of age, left Healdsburg, this 
State, to return to his home at Binghampton, Cal., 
and has not been heard of since. No cause can 
be assigned for his sudden disappearance and 
prolonged absence. Any information as to the 
young man's whereabouts, either now or at any 
time since his disappearance, will be thankfully 
received by his father, H. H. McKinstry, Bing· 
hampton, Cal. 
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Rights in Washington. 

THE following are the sections of the Bill of 
Rights of the new State of Washington, which 
have a bearing on religious liberty. The article 
is now under discussion in the Constitutional con
vention and we will note whatever changes there 
may be if any. 

PREAMBLE. 

We, the people of the State of Washington, to pre
serve our rights, do ordain this Constitution. 

ARTICLE 1. 
SE<:rrroN r.-All political power abides with the peo

ple and governments derive their just powers from 
th~ consent of the governed, and are established to 
protect ahd maintain individual rights. 

SEC. 2.-The Constitution of the United States is the 
supreme law of the land. 

SEC. 3.-No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process oflaw. 

SEC. 5.-Every person may freely speak, write, and 
publish on all subjects, ~eing responsible for the abuse 
of that right. . 

SEc. 6.-The mode of administering an oath or affir
mation shall be such as may be most consistent with, 
and binding upon, the conscience of the person to· 
whom such oath or affirmation mav be administered. 

SEC. H.-Absolute freedom of co~science 41 all mat
ters of religious sentiment, belief, and worship shall be 
guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be 
molested or disturbed in person or property on ac
count of religion, but the liberty of conscience hereby 
secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts 
of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with 
the peace and safety of the State. No public money 
or property shall be appropriated for or applied to 
any religious worship, exercise, or instruction, or the 
support of any religious establishment. No religious 
qtalification shall be required for any public office or 
employment, nor shall any person be incompetent as 
a witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on 
matters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of 
justice touching religious belief to affect the weight of 
testimony. 

SEC. 30.-The provisions of this Constitution are 
mandatory, unless by express words they arc declared 
to be otherwise. 

Upon the principle that the intention of the 
lawgiver is the law, we know that rights will be 
secure under this Constitution ; because we per
sonally know that every member of the commit
tee is indeed in favor of" absolute freedom of con
science in all matters of religious sentiment, be
lief, and worship." And ifthese sections shall be 
adopted as they are, and carried out in the spirit 
in which they are framed, the State of Washing
ton will be the best in the Union. · 
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Where does the Civil Sabbath Come In? 

IN the California Christian Advocate, July 31, 
1889, is a long article by Rev. E. D. McCreary, 
Ph. D.-Doctor of Philosoi:>hy-on "Observance 
of the Sabbath." It hasn't anything in it partic
ularly new, but now when there is such demand 
for the enforcement by laiV of a civil Sabbath, it 
is important to keep the run of the discussions 
upon the subject. The Doctor says:-

"The saloon is the worst enemy of the Slrl:>bath, 
persistently in the face of all laws, human and di
vine, devoting the hours of that holy day to its ne
farious work, it reaps larger returns from its Sunday 
traffic than any other day in the week." 

Is it because the saloon is more open on that 
holy day than \lollY other day of the week, that it 
reaps larger returns? How is this? ·why is it 
that the saloons reap larger returns from Sunday 
traffic than upon any other day of the week, when 
the saloon is open every other day of the week as 
well as on Sunday? There is one reason, and 
only one, that ever can be offered in explanation 
of this fact. That reason is, that more people 
are idle that day than any otlfw day of the week. 
Other days of the week men are allowed to work, 
and while a man's time is occupied by work, and 
his mind is upon that, it is easy enough to keep 
sober and to keep away from the saloon. Al
low people to work on Sunday, as they have a 
right to do, and the returns from liquor traffic on 
Sunday will be no larger than on any other day. 
But instead of this, the preachers throughout the 
whole country demand laws both State and na
tional, to compel men everywhere to be idle on 
Sunday, and then they make· a national com
plaint that the saloons reap larger returns upon 
Sunday than any other day; when the reaping 
of these larger returns is because of the idleness 
into which the laws have forced the people, to 
satisfY the preachers. 

Again the Doctor says:-
"It is estimated that not less than two millions of 

workingmen in this country are engaged in Sunday 
work, . . . while millions more spend the day in 
frivolity and amusement, turning its holy hours into 
seasons of recreation and dissipation." 

Well, now, Doctor, are not those two millions 
who are engaged in their honest occupation on 
Sunday a good deal better o:lf than those other 
millions who spend the day in frivolity and dissi
pation? And, indeed, are they not better o:lf 
than the great mass of those who spend that day 
in amusements and recreation? Because, you 
know that mui>h of the amusement, and of the 
recreation, too, indulged in on that day, is not by 
any means as innocent, nor as harmless, either 
morally nor physically, as is the work in which 
the two millions are engaged on that day. 

Has it come to this that honest labor must be 
counted worse than frivolity or dissipation? 
worse than questionable recreation; and more 

than questionable amusement? Shall it be ad
mitted that the man who follows his honest occu
pation on Sunday as on other days, is more 
wicked than those who spend the day in amuse
ment and recreation? or that he is as bad as 
those who spend the day in frivolity and dissipa
tion? If these Sunday-law ministers have such a 
tender regard for the laboring man, and such 
high respect for the dignity of labor, as they pro
fess, they ought to have respect enough not to 
class honest occupations with frivolity and dissi
pation, nor to put the workingman on a level. 
with the frivolous and dissipated. As for us, we 
never will admit that the man who follows his 
honest occupationon Sunday is as bad as those 
who spend that day in frivolity and dissipation. 
Nor will we ever admit that work is worse fur 
men than are frivolity and dissipation. 

Again, says the Doctor :-
"California, of all the States in this great common

wealth, enjoys the unenviable reputation of having 
swept from its statute books every legal safeguard of 
the Sabbath, both as a civil and religious institution." 

But nobody but the Sunday-law workers have 
counted California's reputation in this as unenvia
ble. They are the only ones that are complain
ing of it. But, admitting that she has this "unen~ 
viable reputation," it is only proper that she should 
enjoy it, because by the plain evidence of the 
field secretary of the American Sabbath Union, 
who is just now the chiefest Sunday-law worker 
of the Nation, it is shown that California l1as the 
enviable reputation of having "the best Sunday 
observance" and the "best attendance at church 
services" of any State in t~e Union. This being 
so, California has a right to enjoy this "unenvia
ble" reputation, because by it she enjoys the en
tirely enviable reputation of having the best Sun
day observance and best church attendance of 
any State in the Union. And if in sustaining 
this enviable reputation she is made subject to 
the unenviable reputation, it is proper that she 
should enjoy it, because it certainly is enjoyable. 

The Doctor quotes Blackstone to the effect 
that "a corruption of morals usually f(>llows the 
profanation of the Sabbath," when the truth is 
that corruption of morals precedes the profana
tion of the Sabbath. Man's morals has got to 
be corrupt before he will profane the Sabbath. 
This statement of Blackstone's is of the same 
piece with all religious legislation and Church 
and State schemes. The whole thing is wrong 
end foremost, and it is only by that means their 
demand for legislation on the subject can ever be 
justified even in appearance. For instance, they 
start with Blackstone's statement that corrup
tion of morals usually follows the profal)ation of 
the Sabbath. Then they argue that that being 
so, if they can only get a law prohibiting under 
pains and. penalties the profanation of the Sab
bath, they can prevent corruption of morals and 
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save the Nation. But the whole thing is a fraud 
from beginning to end, just as is every other at
tempt to justify religious legislation. Corruption 
of morals precedes the profanation of the Sabbath 
just as it does the profanation of the name of 
God. Man's morals has got to be corrupt be
fore he wilL profane either the name or the day 
of God. 

Therefore, the first thing to do is to purify the 
morals, and that in it~elf will prevent the pro
fanation of the day. But this can be done only 
by the inculcation of the principles of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and that can be done only by the 
power of the Spirit of God, and never by legisla
tion. If the Lord could have stopped the cor
ruption of morals in this world by law, he never 
would have needed to send the gospel. 

Then, having started in the wrong way, it is 
inevitable that the farther they go the farther 
they will be from the right. It is not at all sur
prising therefore to find him presently making 
this statement:-

"Bishop Vincent, during the Christian Workers' 
council recently held in this city, expressed ,a great 
truth when he said, ' Better have the old Puritan Sab
bath with all its somberness and rigidity, than the 
present laxity of Sabbath observance with its corres
ponding laxity and lowness of morals.' " 

Yes, no doubt the Sunday-law preachers would 
count that ever so much better than the present 
condition of things, because then the preachers 
ruled everything. Then the Sunday laws com
pelled everybody to go to church on Sunday, and 
if there was no church in the country of their own 
profession, they were compelled to go to the church 
of another profession and listen to the preaching 
there. Absence from the ministry of the word 
was punishable by a fine; and then, when people 
were thus compelled, under penalty, to go to 
church and listen to the preaching, it was such 
preaching as, said one of the victim-s, " was meat 
to be digested, but only by the heart. or stomacke 
of an ostrich." Yes, we have no doubt that the 
Sunday-law preachers would be glad to see those 
good old times again. That is just what they are 
trying to bring about by their National Sunday 
law which is to make the State laws effective. 
And some of these State laws do actually at 
this hour of the nineteenth century command at
tendance at church on Sunda1-

The reader will perhaps wonder where, in all 
the Doctor's discussion, the civil Sabbath and its 
observance come in. In fact it doesn't come in 
at !!11. He says "we are commanded to keep it 
holy, and its sacred hours are to be employed in 
religious m~itatiori and worship, and in deeds of 
charity and mercy." He speaks of "the silent, 
but insidious and steady, encroacl1ment of traffic 
and trade upon the sacredness of our holy day." 
He speaks of railroads being " flagrant viola
ters of the sanctity of the Sabbath." He says 
" the Christian Sabbath is in great peril." He 
says that Mr. Crafts "should receive the hearty 
co-operation of all persons who desire the perpe
tuity of our Christian Sabbath and the cessation 
of.its desecration." He says "the Sabbath is one 
of the chief safeguards of morality," and quotes 
Justice McLean as saying that where there is no 
Christian Sabbath there is no Christian morality. 
He says .the Sabbath is "essential to morality" 
"and much more" to the "preservation of relig
ion;" and that "Sabbath desecration of all kinds 
imperils the very existence of our holy Christian
ity." He says they must " labor unitedly and 
earnestly to secure the enforcement of Sunday 
laws where such exist, and to secure the enact-

ment of better laws for the protection of this 
holy day;" and that the Christian church is the 
natural custodian of the Sabbath. 

Now if anybody can find anywhere in that, 
any hint of the civil Sabbath we should like to 
have it pointed out. If it is t}1e civil Sabbath, 
why didn't he say we are commanded to keep it 
civilly? and that its civil p()urs ·are to be em
ployed about civil things? ,Why didn't;-;he talk 
about the insidious and steady encroachment of 
traffic and trade upon the civility of our civil day? 
Why didn't he arraign the railroads as· being 
flagrant violaters of the civility of the Sabbath ? 
Why didn't he say the civil Sabbath is in great 
peril? Why didn't he say that the Sabbath is 
one of the chief safeguards of civility? Why 
didn't he say that the Sabbath is essential to the 
preservation of civility? If it is the civil Sab
bath jj.hey want, and which they want laws to 
preserve, why didn't he say that the civil gov
ernment rather than the Christian church is the 
natural custodian of it? The mere asking of 
these questions fully answers every one of them, 
and exposes the sophistry of all their plea for civil 
Sabbath. There is no such thing. There never 
was and there never can be any such thing as a 
civil Sabbath. A. T. J. 

Reasons (?) for the Religious Amend
ment. 

REv. D. W. W ILLIA.MS, of Weatherford, Texas, 
has an article in the Christian Statesman of July 
4, in which he answers the question, "What good 
will the proposed acknowledgment of God in 
our national Constitution do?" He gives ten 
reasons (?) why the amendment should be 
adopted, only a few of which need be noticed 
however. His fourth is this:-

~ 

" It would obviate the difficulty resulting from the 
first amendment, which restrains Congress from pro
hibiting the free exercise of any kind of religion, how
ever fulse and hurtful it may be. Mormonism is a 
kind of religion ; therefore, according to the Constitu
tion, it must not be interfered with. Let Christianity 
be recognized as the true religion, and the difficulty 
will be removed.'' 

';rhis idea is not original with Mr. Williams. 
The same thing, substantially, has been stated 
and re-stated many times by National Reformers.· 
In the Pittsburg Convention of 1874, Pro£ C. A. 
Blanchard said :-

"Constitutional laws punish for false money, 
weights, and measures, and of course Congress estab
lishes a sta11dard for money, weight, and measure. 

. So Congress must establish a standard of religion, or 
admit anything called religion.'' 

This simply means that, whereas Cong~€'SS 
now has no right to define or to establish a re
ligion, under the amended Constitution it would 
have that right. It follows that it will also have 
the right to enforce the established religion and 
to fhrbid the exercise of all others: 
" Mr. Williams seeks to convey the idea that un
der the Constitution as it now stands, Congress 
has no right to prohibit polygamy, but the Su
preme Court of the United States has decided 
that Congress has that right, and the right has 
been exercised, so that the existence of polygamy 
can no longer fairly be made an argument in fa
vor of National Reform. 

National Reformers have insisted that they do 
not want a union of Church and State, but ac
cording to their own statements, that is certainly 
just what they do want, because when Congress de
fines the Christianxeligion, that statement of what 
constitutes Christianity becomes the State creed. 

Whether th11t creed is held by only one church 
or by forty, it il;; none the less a State creed and 
a State religion, and it fC!llows of necessity that the 
courts will pass upon all religious questions. 

Mr. Williams's sixth reason is, that-

" It would furnish, a constitutional basis for all our 
Christian laws, usages, and institutions. It is argued 
that our Sabbath laws, our chaplaincies, our thanks" 
giving days, etc., are unwarranted by the' Constitu
tion. Let that document be thoroughly Christianized 
and these objectors will be silenced. Moreover, it 
would be a security against unchristian legislation in 
the future, as statutory !aw must conform to constitu
tionallaws.'' 

. There is a great deal involved in this. It sim
ply means that, if the law of God were declared 
to be the fundamental law of the land, all legis
lation would have to be conformed to it, or 'tathCJ:: 
to some authoritative interpretation of it; we 
would then see all our courts, from the United 
.States District Court to the Supreme Court, sitting 
in judgment upon the decalogue and deciding 
what it requires and what it forbids. This state 
of affairs would inevitably follow the adoption 
of the National Reform Constitution. 

Another reason urged by Mr. Williams why 
the amendil!ent should be adopted is, that " we 
need an oath that will bind the consciences by 
the sense of religious obligation." It seems 
hardly probab,le that the gentleman would wish 
to betaken just ashesaysingivingthisreason. He 
would certainly not wish to be understood as say
ing that the oatlJ as administered in our courts 
would not bind his conscience. The fact is, if a 
man has proper regard for the truth, an affirmation 
is just as sacred as an oath. The writer would 
not be understood as disparaging the judicial oath. 
It is right and proper to take such oaths, but 
it is not clear how an h0nest, intelligent man can 
regard one form of oath as any more binding on 
the conscience than another form. And the 
"Christian" who would testify falsely unless 
sworn on the Bible, or unless the name of God 
was used in the oath, is a Christian only in name. 
It is stated that a Chinaman does not regard an 
oath as binding unless h~ is swom by the blood 
of a white chicken, but I have supposed that the 
standard among (,'hristians was higher than that, 
and that they told the truth not because of an 
oath but because of a conscientious regard for 
truth. Perhaps, however, some of the National 
Reformers feel that they cannot tell the truth 
unless they are sworn according to the National 
Reform order. Is that the way that Mr. Williams ' 
wishes to be understood? C. P. BoLLli-IAN. 

REV. W. D. Gray, secretary of the Missouri 
National Reform Convention recently held at 
Sedalia, said : ''I do not believe that governm.(!nts 
derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, and so the object of this movement is an 
effort to change that feature in mtr fundamental 
iaw." Here, then, is something thoroughly an
tagonistic to the chief principle underlying the 
structure of our government. 'Why not put the 
Rev. Mr. Gray, or some other good National Re
former, in as dictator, both of the religious 
and civil rights of our citizens? We still are 
inclined to believe, however, that the man who 
wrote the Declaration of Independence and those 
who drafted the Constitution of the United 
States, had a better conception of human rights 
and a higher regard for religion, than has the 
Rev. Gray and his National Reform colleagues. 
We als() believe that when Lincoln declared that 
this ought to be a Government "of the people, for 
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the people, and by the people," he uttered a prin
eiple. against which the declaration of Mr. Gray 
~annot stand for a moment. If the reverend 
gentleman and his National Reform brethren are 
really anxious to be of' service to the world-if 
they desire to be Christian in every sense of the 
word-let them spend their time, talent, and 

. money, in mitigating poverty, alleviating distress 
and suffering. Let them, as did Christ of old, 
minister to actual wants. Let them strive to 
overcome evil by teaching and example, rather 
than by legal enactment. Christ never sought 
the aid, support, nor backing of civil law in any of 
his work. His professed ministers and followers 
of to-day should have a care lest they o'erstep the 
bounds of their authority. They should let fun
damentallaw alone. It is better as it is, so far as 
religion is concerned.-T/w Phelps County (Ne
braska )..,Herald. 

Compelled to Work on Sundav'? 

THE clergymen of this Nation are continually 
faising the cry that the laboring classes, govern
ment employes, are compelled to work on Sun-
9-ay. In the Senate hearing on the Sunday-Rest 
:bill,in an article entitled, "The National Mail 
Service and the Sabbath," by the Rev. T. P. 
Stevenson, it is said :-

" During the session of Congress in 1828 (on the 
12th l)f May and the 8th of July), the House was not 
permitted to proceed with business on Sabbath morn
ing .by reason of the steady and firm resistance of a 
large number of members who refused to recognize 
the propriety of proceeding with their ordinary busi
ness on that day. The votes for adjournment were 
nearly equally divided, and more than once lost by 
the casting vote of the chair. Members then de
Clared that they would leave the House and not re
turn before Monday morning, nnless brought in by 
force, and very properly contended that no authority 
existed to compel their attendance on the Lord's 
day ; and the House on both occasions was com
pelled to adjourn." (Italics ours.) 

It appears from this stateme~t that the House 
:was unable to carry on its business on Sunday, 
the day they termed the Lord's day, because of 
"the steady and firm resistance of a large number 
of members" to taking part in the ]lroceedings on 
that day, and the result was that the House was 
compelled to adjourn until Monday. They fur
ther contended that there was no power in exist
ence to compel their attendance on that day. 

It seems that, by taking their stand for their 
individual convictions of duty, they maintained 
their personal liberty. But in the face of all 
this, Mr. Stevenson goes on to state :-

"Now, since those men would not consent to labor a 
few hours on one or two Sabbaths in a year, with 
what consistency can they compel many thousands 
of their constituents to labor every Sabbath in the 
year?" (Italics ours.) 

It appears that in 1828 the government l1ad 
iio power to compel their constituents to labor on 
Sunday. From what source has it derived its 
power to "compel many thousands of their con
stituents to labor every Sabbath in the year" of 
1889? \Vhen, where, and how has the govern
ment ever compelled any person to work on Sun
day? Perhaps as good an answer as can be 
given to this question is found in a dialogue 
between Rev. George Elliott and Senator Call, 
which took place during the same hearing on the 
Smiday-Rest bill. 
· Senator (,"all-" What law is it, either State or 
:National, that requires work against a man's 
con.science on Sunday?'' 

ltfr. Elliott-" Post-office clerks are required to 
work on Sunday. At tl1e former hearing I 

called your attention to the fact that the· present 
laws with regard to the postal service give too 
much discretion to local postmasters with regard 
to the requirements, the opening of the office, etc., 
on the Lord's day. · 

Senator Oall-"The law requires certain work 
to be performed on Sunday, but it does not com
pel any man to do it who is conscientiously op
posed to working on that day. You say the 
State is trifling with the conscience of the church. 
How does it do so?" 

Mr. Elliott-" You make it difficult fi:>r men to 
hold office. Of course you do not compel a man 
to work on Sunday ; he can resign his office." 

In this, Mr. Elliott is compelled to admit that 
no man is compelled to work on Sunday. Now 
if those individuals in the employ of the govern· 
ment would all do as those Congressmen did in 
1828, there would be no need of this hue and cry 
fqr a Sunday law. The great trouble is, this 
class of government employes do not care a 
whit about the sanctity of the day. They have 
no genuine conscientious scruples against working 
on Sunday; for if the consciences of these indi
viduals was what those advocates of a Sunday 
law claim it ought to be, every last one of them 
would resign his position before he would labor 
on the day he believed to be the Sabbath. But 
as their greed for gain overbalances their com
punctions of conscience, and outweighs their faith 
in Him who has said, "But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you," a law 
must be made to remove all opportunity to test 
the conscience and to develop faith. 

The argument of compulsory Sunday t01l VIr
tually says to the worker, "Yot~ are all right, for 
you are compelled to labor. It is the govern
ment which compels you to work that is com
mitting the sin, and the only party that is re
sponsible. If' it comes to the pinch that you 
must give up your position or violate your con
science, why, of course1 violate your conscience 
until we can legislate on the question; and, as 
Mr. Stevenson says, "ultimately determine the ac
tion of the government." He might also have 
added, " and make it assume what we claim to 
be its proper functions towards you." Of course 
the · action of the government would be deter
mined by the enforcement of a Sunday law. 

But, further on, Mr. Stevenson says:-
"It has been estimated that 150,000 persons in the 

UniLed States are deprived of the whole or a part of 
every Sabbath, to attend to the carriage and distribu
tion of the mails. All these persons are compelled to 
choose between the loss of employment and perform
ance of secular labor on the Lord's day." 

He also says the National mail service on the 
Sabbath (Sunday) is a violation of the law of 
God. 

Now when these individuals are brought into 
a position where they have a choice to violate, as 
he says, the law of God by working on Sunday, 
or 1·efuse the demands of the government and 
lose their positions, they have deliberately de
cided to violate the law of God. And Mr. Ste
venson says they are compelled to! 'Vlmt noble 
martyrs either of these parties would have made 
in the. Middle Ages in ,;tanding for their convic-
tion of consci!')nce ! E. HILLIARD. 

Duluth, Minn. 
--------~~--------

THE Protestant doctrine touching the right of 
pt"ivate judgment, is not that opposite doctrines 
may both be true, but it is that there is on the 
face of' the earth no visible body to whose decrees 
men are bound to submit their private judgment 
on points of faith.-Macaulay. 

"Nehemiah the Tirshatha."-No. 2. 

ToN. J. BowERs:-In my first criticism upon 
your article in the SENTINEL of the 17th, I showed 
that National Reformers are not in favor of the 
union of Church and State as you charge. t 
-showed also that the theocracy of the govern
ment of Israel was not much different from what 
we should have now in any Christian nation. 

In reply to your additional charges, namely, . 
that National Reformers would tax the people to 
support the church, and that they would punish 
marriage with foreigners, I may say,- · 

1. According to the law of Israel the tithes 
were paid for the support of the tribe of Levi, 
which received no landed inheritance. This 
whole tribe, including the priests, the sons of 
Aaron, was devoted to the interests of religion 
and of education. 

Nehemiah was a civil officer extraordinary. 
Probably all he did was to incite the rulers to 
see that the tithe was paid in the interests of 
both religion and education. 

2. Marriage is a civil contract, not religious. 
The marriage relation may involve or bring with 
it religious obligations; but the institution is 
founded in nature, not in grace or relio'ion and . h 0 ) 
ng tly comes under the cognizance of the State 
or the civil power which makes laws to regulate 
men in the relation and to punish open trans
gressors of the civil law of marriage. 

In Israel the civil law, according to the will of 
the divine lawgiver, forbade the intermarriage of 
Israelites with heathen idolaters. The law was 
good. God made it. The people had said amen 
to it. It was,the law of the nation, ''the law of 
the land" a wholesome law to which all the peo
ple in their happiest tinw had given consent. 
So that when men married idolatrous heathen 
wives they violated their own civil law. More
over, Paul, the Jewish Christian and a correct 
expounder of Christian law, says: ''Be ye not un
equally yoked together with unbelievers." And 
Christians should accept and preach the divine 
law given to Israel. Nehemiah enforced their 
own righteous Jaw upon the trespassing Israelites. 
He did right. Under similar circumstances if all 
the people of the United States were Christians 
and were also of one mind as to God's law of 
marriage, government-the civil department
should punish nominal Christians who marry 
heathen idolaters. 

I think my logic is good. I see no flaw in it. 
Do you see any? 

The ergo of this is twofold : 1. That when 
Nehemiah arrested Sabbath desecraters he did 
right. And, 2. That if our people were what they 
should be, and if government, was what it should 
be, we should follow Nehemiah's example. 

N. R. JOHNSTON. 

------··---------Reply. 

EsTEEMED FRIEND :-It seems you favor me 
with another open communication. This time it 
is "Nehemiah the Tirshatha, No. 2." I had no 
idea that my innocent little piece could have the 
effect of stirring up any National Reformer very 
much, but from the flutter of your two replies, I 
conclude that game has been hit. 

L You begin by saying: "In my first criticism 
upon your article in the SENTINEL of the 17th, I 
showed that National Reformers are not in favor 
of a union of Church and State as you charge." 
Since copying the above I have read that "criti· 
cism" carefully over for about the sixth time, and 
can positively say, You have not shown any such 
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thing. You have not even attempted to do so. 
You have not even mentioned theN ational Reform
ers except ·to announce that you are one. This is 
all. You probably allude to them when you re
quest that your errors in expressing your opin
ions be not charged up to "others," but further 
than this you have not gone. I do indeed make 
the charge as you allege, and think it can be 
proved wit out any trouble at ·an. You Reform
ers, I am well aware, are quite touchy on this 
point. You well know how decidedly opposed 
the. American people are to any such scheme, 
and it is but natural that you keep this part of 
your business out of sight. But you say posi
tively that you are opposed to any such union. 
0 yes, of course you are. you are opposed to 
that kind of a union which it is impossible to 
get, that is, the allying of one particular denom
ination with the State. You are opposed to this 
because there is no danger of ever getting it, but 
you are not opposed to your kind of' Church and 
State union ! You are not opposed to the union 
of' religion and State. Don't you know you Re- · 
formers ha~·e cpined this pretty phrase to quiet 
all suspicion? Clturch and State would be a ter
rible thing, but religion and State would be just 
the thing! The religion you wish allied with the 
State is the Christian religion. Well, between 
the Christian church and the Christian religion 
there is ·no distinction. The church is the embod
iment of the Christian religion in this world, and 
in seeking to unite the Christian religion and the 
State, you s()ek to unite the Christian church and 
the State. The doctrines of the religion of 
Christ are the doctrines of his church, they can
not be separated-they are one. When you 
unite the one whh the State you unite the other. 
So you gain nothing by this play upon words. 
You virtually declare yourselves in favor of a 
union of Church and State. 

2. The constitution of the National Reform 
Association declares in favor of such union. I 
have before me the Christian Statesman of July 
4, 1889. In this number the constitution ap
pears twice. It being the ·"glorious fourth," that 
paper showed its exuberant patriotism by giving 
its readers a dou'ble portion of Christian states
manship. 

The object of the Reform movement is there 
stated to be to "place all the Christian laws, in
stitutions, and usages of our government on an 
undeniable legal basis in the fundamental law of 
the land." Now what are "all Christian laws, 
institutions, and usages" but the doctrines and 
practices peculiar to Christianity ; and the Chris
tian church is, or professes to be, the exponent and 
guardian of these. Indeed, as I have said, the 
church is but the living and visible body of "all 
Christian laws, institutions, and usages." Take 
these away and the church will be taken away. 
The church cannot exist apart from them. So 
again, the National Reformers favor union of 
Church and State. If the tenets and institutions 
and usages of the church obtain recognition in 
our national Constitution-"in the fundamental 
law of' the land"--there will be Church and 
State union out and out. So we have another . 
count by which to make good our charge. Now 
don't quibble here, my friend, and say that it is 
only "the Christian laws, institutions, and usages 
of our Government-chaplaincies, national thanks
giving," etc. I reply that our government has 
no "Christian laws, institutions, and usages.'' 
The dmstitution of the United States knows no 
such '' laws, i~stitutions, and. usages." 

Go a little further back in Article II. of the 
National Reform constitution, and. you will find 
among the objects of the association that a prom
inent one-indeed, the first one. mentioned-is 
the desire to "promote'' the observance of the Sab
bath. Now by Sabbath is meant Sunday-an in
'stitution of the church-and in asking the govern
ment to take "action" in its behalf is to ask that the 
State "promote" the observances of the church to 
the extent of directing the people how they must 
regard one of its institutions. If the State can 
"lay down the law" in respect to one of the insti
tutions of the church; why may it not do so in 
others, and in all ? 

In the only true theocracy there ever was in 
this world, viz., that of ancient Israel, the ob
servance of' the Sabbath was promoted by the 
State. Its violation was punished with death 
even. Ex. 31 : 14, 15. The theocracy of the 
Hebrews was Church and State. The Hebrew 
State was·the·Hebrew Church, and the Hebrew 
Church was the Hebrew State. They were one 
and inseparable. In every union of Church and 
State since, from the days of Constantine till now, 
Sunday has had a prominent place. When this 
Government takes Sunday and its observance 
under its fostering care, Church and State will 
result again. It will be an important "link" in 
the union. Other statements in the constitution 
which go to prove Church and $tate tendency 
might be cited, but these must suffice. 

3. I showed in my first ar.ticle that the N a
tiona! Reformers want a theocracy. The kind 
they wish to ~twill be as truly one as was the 
commonwealth of Israel. This is what they say. 
See Oincinnati National Rejor11t Convention Re
port, 1872. 

That commonwealth, as I have shown, was a 
union of Church and State. Therefore, again, 
the National Reformers favor a union of Church 
and State. 

4. The Rev. T. H. Tatlow, National Reformer, 
in the recent Missouri Sabbath Convention, ad
mitted that they wanted such a union. His idea 
was that the Church and the State' should exer
cise "separate jurisdictions." The church's juris
diction should be primary, the State's secondary. 
Here we have the church dominating the State. 
He said the union should be "limited," something 
like, I suppose, the union between master and 
servant. The master does the ruling, and the 
servant does the obeying. 

I trust ' enough proof has been given to con
vince, at least others, that the National Reformers 
do favor a union of Church and State, your and 
their denial to the contrary notwithstanding. 

5. You say, "I showed also, that the theocracy 
of the government of Israel was not much differ
ent from what we should have now in any Chris
tian nation.'' I am aware that you said as much 
substantially, but you came far from showing it, 
or proving it. That is another thing. Your ar
ticle throughout, permit me to say, was remarka
ble for want of proof to sustain your positions, 
and the illustrations used, defective. You say, 
indeed, that he commonwealth of the Hebrews 
was a republic, and you italicized the word, mak
ing the statement emphatic. You also said, "All 
governments should be theocracies and republics, 
not monarchies," and that "we should have a 
pure republican theocracy.'' You offered no 
proof at all that the Hebrew commonwealth 
was a republic. I proved, on the contrary, by 
citing Bible facts, that no such repfiblic existed 
there. The proof might'be greatly extended. I 

suggest, sir, that you intersperse your statements 
with proofs. It will brea]{ the dull monotony of 
assertion. The idea of" a pure republican theoc-· 
racy" was not derived from any model God ever 
made. It is National Reform property. ·You 
define the term "pure republican theocracy" to 
be "a government in which the will of God· would 
be the supreme law by the consent and vote of 
the people.'' In. ancient Israel the will of God 
was "the supreme law," but not by "the consent 
and vote of the people.'' God attended to that 
matter himself. The people's business was to 
obey "the supreme law," not to _make it. It was 
supreme just the same, whether the people con
sented to it or not. It was supreme in spite of 
their consent and vote. And they were abso
lutely forbidden ever to attempt an amendment 
by adding to tho words written or by diminish
ing aught from it. A "republican theocracy" is . 
a figment of the National Reformer brain, and 
the conception is in perfect keeping with Na
tional Reform ideas and schemes in general. 

6. One of my "additional charges," you notice,. 
is that the National Reformers would tax .the 
peopie to support the church. My reply in brief' 
is the words of' District Secretary Foster in the 
Statewwn of February 21, 1884, quoted by me 
in the SENTINEL of July 17, 1889. I might 
add that, as the Reformers propose to disfranchise 
dissenters, and to drive all out of the country 
who oppose them, they might in all probability 
think it right to make a draw on them before 
they went. 

7. ''Marriage is a civil contract, not religious." 
The marriage law of ancient Israel was good. 
"God made_it. The people had said amen to it.'' 
"All the people in their happiest time· had given 
consent to it.'' Paul, "a correct exponent of 
Christian law, says, 'Be not unequally yoked to- · 
gether with unbelievers,' and Christians should 
accept and preach the divine law given to Israel.'' 
"If all the people of the United States were 
Christians, and were also of' one mind as to God's 
law of marriage, government-the civil depart
ment-should punish nominal Christians who 
marry heathen wives.'' Indeed ! But if all the 
people were Christians and were "of one mind as 
to God's law of marriage," why should they want 
to break God's law by marrying heathen wives? 
And if all the people were Christians where 
would the heathen wives come from? I suppose 
the "nominal Christians" would have to import 
them I It comes to this, as I hinted in my arti
cle in SENTINEL, Vol. 4, No. 26, that in their 
''millennia} days" the National Reformers will 
prohibit marriages with foreigners. You endorse 
it all. You agree to it. When they get the rna- . 
jority, which is practically all the people, as we 
can all see, then they will rule with a high hand, 
and say who shall and who shall not marry. I 
didn't come far short of the mark, did I? You 
have turned the light on and made it all plain. 

8. No, I see no flaw in your logic, for the good 
reason tlutt I don't see the logic I And as there 
is no logic, the ergo will have to "go.'' Now, my 
fri~nd, I will leave you for the present. Believe 
me, I have written in all respect and I believe 
you have. Let the agitation go on. Would you 
co~ld cut. entirely loose from the National Re
formers and "not agree with them" in any of 
their revolutionary schemes. Their aims are 
dark, and truly un-American. 

Truly your friend, N.J. BowERS. 
Fresno, Gal. 
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The Evils of Enforced Idleness. 

NEW YoRK STATE last year had a law forbid
ding the use of motive power machinery in its State 
prisons; forbidding contract labor of State pris
oners; and forbidding the selling or giving away 
the product of any convict labor. It seems that 
that law was passed in the month of August, 1888. 
And what the law ha<). accomplished from that 
time up to the month of April, 1889, the New 
York Independent tells in its issue of April 18. 
It says:-

" The prison is crowdtld. Discipline is becoming 
impaired. The men are deteriorating. They are 
begging for work, sending by hundreds to the head 
keeper with the same old petition. The best evidence 
of the evil of the Yates law is that they are going 
crazy under it. About a dozen have been sent to the 
asylum from Sing Sing, and three dozen in .all during 
the last six months, or more than twice the number 
during the same time in the previous year. These 
are of the first fruits; and as to what may be 
counted on hereafter, let the prison officers tell us 
officially:-
k "Warden Dunston, of Auburn :-

" ' The enforced idleness of the convicted criminal 
demoralizes his mental, and wrecks his physical, sys
tem.' 

" Warden Fuller, of Clinton :-
"'To avoid the debilitating effects, mental, moral, 

and pl1ysical, that are the sequel to the confinement 
of prisoners in their cells without occupation, and .in 
answer to the personal appeals of men for work, I 
have made for them such employment as I could.' 

"Warden Brush, of Sing Sing:-
" ' Idleness in a prison is horrible to contemplate, 

especially to prison officials, who understand fully 
the consequences. The prisoners soon become restless, 
unhappy, and miserable. Time with them passes. 
slowly, their bodies soon become unhealthy, and the 
mind must become diseased. In fact, nothing but 
disease, insanity, and death can be expected from this 
condition.' 

" Physician Barber, of Sing Sing:-
" Confinement in their cells five-sixths of the time in 

almost solitary idleness appears to be forcing them 
back upon themselves,-a prey to the baneful influ
ences of impure thoughts, corrupt conversation, dis
gusting personal habits, physical and mental prostra
tion and moral degradation.' 
. "General Superintendent Lathrop:-

" Idleness is the bane of a prison, whose malign 
influence no prison administration, however humane, 
ingenious, and energetic, has ever been able to over
come.''' 

'fhat is the effect of enforced idleness in a 
prison where its effect can be definitely determined. 
Enforced idleness can never do anything else 
than to force men back upon themselves with the 
result stated by Pl1ysician Barber. Yet in the face 
of all this evidence of the corrupting influence 
of enforced idleness, the National Sunday-law 
workers still go ahead in their efforts to secure 
a national law by which everybody shall be 
compelled to be idle one-seventh of the time 
perpetually. Then, when they get their Sunday 
law, if a man will not be idle every Sunday he shall 
be imprisoned; and then, if they should extend 
the New York system to other States, when 
they once get them into prison they can compel 
tkem to be idle anyhow. 

But in view of the facts set forth by these 
prison officials upon the destructive effects of 
idleness, every man who has any care for his 
mental, moral, or physical well-being, ought to 
oppose, with all his, might, the making of any 
such law, and then, ought to refuse to obey any 
such law when it is made. In view of these evi
dences, we do not wonder that Dr. Crafts pro
nounces idleness to be Sabbath-breaking. It is 
one of the very wQrst sort of wickedness. The 

idle man is thrown back upon himself, and noth
ing good can ever come from it, even though it be 
done voluntarily. But when men are compelled 
by law, under pains and penalties, to be idle, they 
are forced back upon themselves, with the fearful 
results recorded above. And those who are re
sponsible for making the law which forces men 
into such a condition as that, cannot be guiltless. 
The more that Sunday laws are tested, the more 
hideous they appear in their essential wickedness. 

A. T. J. 

What They Want It For. 

MRs. J. C. BATEHAM, superintendent of Sab
bath Observance, of the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union, is one of the leading workers for 
the National Sunday law. There is no disputing 
this. What she says therefore on this subject 
must be authoritative. What she shall say it is 
for which they want a National Sunday law, that 
must be the thing for which they want it. This 
cannot be questioned. She issued, last spring, a 

· leaflet inquiring, How a weekly day of rest and 
quiet can be best secured by law? and in this 
leaflet she tells what they want the Sunday rest 
for. Here are her words:-

"We want it for the purposes for which God de
signed it when he bid us keep it holy; not for frivolity 
and amusement, not for sleep and idleness, not for the 
Sunday· newspaper with its demoralizing literature, 
but for reading which is elevating and improving, 
including the Word of God, and for attendance upon 
church services.'' 

Then, a little further along, in the same leaflet 
she says:-

" Senator Blair's Sunday-Rest bill prepared at the 
request of theW. C. T. U.and in response to the first 
two millions of petitions, is in the main entirely sat
isfactory to us." 

Now let us analyze this. What they want a 
day of rest and quiet for, is, the reading of the 
Word of God and for attendance upon church 
services. The inquiry is, "How these can best 
be secured by law?" Then the statement is, 
"That the Sunday-Rest bill prepared at their re
quest, is in the main, entirely satisfactory." It 
therefore follows that the object of the Blair 
Sunday-Rest bill is to establish a day of rest and 
quiet for the reading of the Word of God and 
attendance upon church services. This is the 
inevitable logic of the statements of one of the 
very chiefest of the Sunday-law workers. If this 
be not so; then there is no truth in axioms, there 
is no force in logic, and Roger Bacon was a 
fraud. 

And yet, they blame us for saying that the ob
ject of the Sunday law is religious, and t)lat it is 
the religious observance of the day that they ·are 
trying to secure by national law. But why 
should they blame us? We say no more than 
they say themselves. , We simply draw the con
clusions fi·om their own premises. We cannot 
forsake our senses. We cannot renounce our own 
power of reasoning, neither can we be so unchar
itable nor so ungallant as to hold:that Christian 
women do not mean what they say. She says 
they want the day "for reading the Word of. God 
and for!attendance upon church services." She 
wants to' know how such a day can best be se
cured by law, and she.,§ays Senator Blair's Sun
day-Rest bill is in th~~ain entirely satisfactory. 
Then the ·dirE>ct an<lH.ntentionat object of the 
Blair Sunday-Rest<bitl is,_the religious observance 
of Sunday, and-uth~,-.mligious observance, too, 
even to the extent;, oftnreading the Word of God 
and attendance-Updll church sPvl?Vice. 

Therefore, in the interests of the Word of God 
and of church services, and of Christianity as a 
whole, we are everlastingly opposed to the Blair 
Sunday-Rest bill or any bill like it in any degree. 
The Union Signal says that the strongest oppo
nents of the Sunday law spent twenty thousand 
dollars last year in defending their opposing doc
trines. That may be true, we have not kept ex
act account, but we are inclined to think it is 
rather less than more than the sum; but whether 
it be less or more, we can inform the Union Sig
nal and the Sunday-law workers all together, that 
we intend to spend every cent we have in opposi
tion to the Sunday law, so that when they get it, 
they cannot take anything from us in the way of 
fines for breaking it. It is evil a;1d only evil, 
and that continually, and in obedience to the 
scriptural injunction we do, as far as in us lies, 
" Abhor that which is evil." A. T. J, 

The Press and the Sunday-Rest Bill. 

THOUGHTFUL representatives of the press of the 
United States have spoken and are speaking with 
reference to the Blair Sunday-Rest bill, and 
kindred legislation, in no uncertain manner. The 
Telegraph, of Dubuque, Iowa, closes a discussion 
of that question in the following words:-

"The Telegraph is in fuvor of observing Sunday as 
a day of rest, but it is not willing, in order to secure 
it, to see a law made to interfere with the conscience 
or personal liberty of the individual, in any particu
lar. Many citizens in Iowa believe in keeping Satur
day as a holy day, while others have no belief on the 
subject, and to compel such persons to rest on Sun
day might not only be a hardship, but it would cer
tainly be 'despoiling them of their legal rights.' 
But the passage of the Blair Sunday-Rest bill would 
set a dangerous precedent for further enactments of 
the same kind. If Congress can compel a man to 
cease from his secular employments on the Sabbath
day, why could it not with equal propriety say he 
must go to church? This much conceded, it would 
be but another short ~Stretch of authority for the gov
ernment to step in and decide upon what church he 
should attend. This would be uniting Church and 
State, something against the enactment of which 
every church and society should send in protests to 
their Representatives and Senators in Congress." 

The Globe, Kansas City, JYio., says:-
"The adoption of a policy of Sabbath desecration 

can be defended from no standpoint whatever, but 
Sabbath desecration must be properly defined. It 
.will not do to include in the forbidden activities of 
Sunday the innocent recreations of the laboring masses. 
That will shut them off from religious influence 
entirely, for human beings cannot be constantly kept 
within the shadow of toil and at the same time thrive 
in morals and grow in intelligence. These are 
conditions and circumstances that ought to have care
ful consideration at the hands of legislators in our 
own State, where the attempt is being made to estab
lish and enforce a policy that is certain to ultimately 
operate.against the observance of good order on the 
Sabbath, and to embitter a large proportion of our 
people against the religious forces pressing it. We 
have law enough on the Sunday question, and more 
than enough. It will cost heavily in the general 
morality of the people to insist on making further 
statutory rules for the regulation of the public con
duct on the Sabbath.'' 

The World, Charleston, S. C., refers to our 
work, and to the Blair bill, as follows:-
" vVe have received a copy ofasmallpapercalled the 

Outlook and Sabbath Quarterly, which condemns on 
principle the bill alluded to, and discusses it from the 
standpoint of individual rights and common sense. 

"The arguments against the general government's 
legislating on such a subject are strongly put, and point 
out the inconsistency of securing to the people the 
enjoyment of a day of rest by legally indicating what 
they shall or shall not do. 

''To our way of thinking, the title of the measure is 
a misnomer, in part. 'A bill to promote religious wor
ship,' would have been ,a little more appropriate to 
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the contents of the document. No matter what any 
one may say to the contrary, religious worship is a 
duty that every citizen should perform, and though 
duties may be regulated by law, it is certainly beyond 
the province of legislation to enact laws instructing 
men how they may secure the enjoyment of a day of 
rest, inasmuch ,as enjoyment is in great measure reg
ulated by taste, discretion and breeding, which differ 
in the cases of different men. 

''The bill referred to makes SuD,Llay the day of rest. 
There are now some religions that observe Saturday 
as such. Are they to be compelled to change their 
day, and would this accord with the provisions of the 
Constitution in reference to the free exercise of re
ligious'belief? 

"We agree with the religious publication referred to in 
the conclusion that legislation on this subject on the 
part of the general government is unwise and im
practicable." 

These are representative-expressions from dif
ferent parts of the country, which indicate the 
drift of opinion on the part of the secular press. 
We do not need to reassure the readers of the 
Outlook that our sympathies and' efforts are wholly 
with good order and good morals upon every hol
iday. We are equally uncompromising in our 
opposition to "Sabbath legislation," • • . 

-which, under the pretense of seeking only the 
"civil Sabbath," aims at securing the support 
of the civil law for the religious observance 
of Sunday. Those who have advocated the 
Blair bill, and who announce that the agitation is 
to continue until a similar bill be passed, "protest 
too much" that they aim only at securing a civil 
Sabbath. It were far more just to take the posi
tion occupied by the National Reform Association, 
and with the courage of honest conviction, say 
that there can be no civil Sabbath, and that the 
law of the commonwealth ought to support Sun
day as a religious institution. This is the real 
desire of those who religiously regard the day, 
and are clamoring for this new legislation. Let 
them fairly state the issue and enter the field in 
defense of such an issue. If there can be ulti
mate success for such efforts, it will be obtained 
S()oner by an open avowal of the religious purpose, 

-than otherwise. Any legislation less than this, if 
attainable, would give only a lower type of holi
dayism, if possible, -than that which now prevails. 
This, rather than helping, would hinder the cause 
of moral and religious reform. The real issue at 
stake in the struggle for national Sunday legh;la
tion centers around the right of the State to touch 
the question of Sunday observance in any way. 
The effort to occupy a middle ground between the 
basis on which existing Sunday legislation rests, 
and .the non-religious basis which many are now 
advocating, will be futile. If the law has any 
right to touch the question, it has full right to re
quire "the religious observance of Sunday." 
Otherwise the utmost limit it may attain is the 
permission to cease from labor on that day, if men 
choose thus to do. 

We are in hearty sympathy with the idea that 
those who desire to observe Sunday religiously, 
should be protected in such ob,ervance; that 
protection should be granted to them as citizens 
of the commonwealth, not as religionists. By the 
same law, those who wish to observe the seventh 
day, are entitled to the same protection, as citi
zens, and not as 1·eligionists. That they happen 
to be in the minority does not impair their right 
to such protection, and all legislation which pro
ceeds upon the idea that the minority can be ig
nored because it is the minority, is non-republican, 
unjust, and to be resisted. If the majority doc
trine were to be applied, those who do not desire 
to observe Sunday religiously, being in the great 
majority, would have full right to ignore the mi-

nority, for such indeed they are· who desire to 
observe the day religiously. The injustice which 
the advocates of stricter legislation would do to 
those who keep Saturday would falL with double 
force upon their own heads, if the doctrine they 
teach were to be strictly applied. 

All men by virtue of citizenship, and under 
the doctrine of religious liberty, are entitled to 
protection in all matters of conscience. But pro
tection in religious matters does not require direct 
or indirect compulsion· on the part of the irrelig
ious, requiring them to conform to any act, as of 
abstaining from secular labor, because certain 
ones desire thus to do. . If it be answered that 
disturbing noises interfere with religions regard 
for the day, it is enough to say that beyond dis
turbances that interfere with public assemblies 
the law cannot go. If it can, then the Seventh
day Baptist Church, which is distmbed by the 
rush of business around it on Saturday, is wronged 
in the sight ofthe civil law, and of the divine as 
well; and the men who care to worship the next 
day must remain quiet for two days. This is now 
practically the case with all who observe Saturday. 
It is therefore clear that the principle of religious 
liberty req)lires nothing beyond protection from 
direct disturbance of public assemblies. All else 
must be left to the action of individual conscience. 
Rioting and drunkenness should be prohibited at 
any time.-Outlook and Sabbatl~ Quarterly. 

Neither Christian nor Infidel. 

THE National Reformers say that because the 
United States Constitution does not recognize 
Christianity, it is therefore an infidel document. 
This is about as sensible as it would be to say 
that because there is no horse in a certain stable, 
it must therefore contain a cow. The fact that 
the Constitution fails to recognize Christianity no 
more proves it to he an infidel document than 
does the fact that the Constitution neglects to 
mention and recognize infidelity prove it to be a 
Christian document. The United States Consti
tution says not a word about infidelity. Are the 
National Reformers willing to accept this as proof 
that it is a decidedly Christian instrument? They 
ought to be, according to their own reasoning. 

I repeat, if the absence of Christianity proves the 
presence of infidelity, then the absence of infidel
ity must prove the presence of Christianity. The 
fact is, however, that the national Constitution 
knows nothir{g of either Christianity or infidelity. 
It does not deal either with religion por with irre
ligion. It tries neither to help religion nor to 
hinder it. It was not made for any such purpose. 
It.minds its own business, and engages itself 
wholly_. with the affairs of this life. The necessi
ties and comforts of this life are not infidel. 
There is nothing essentially infidel about ordinary 
food and clothing. If there is, then National 
Reformers had better shun these things in the 
future. Strange as it may seem, there are some 
things which are neither Christian nor infidel. 
Here is a grist-mill. It was not made to grind 
out Christianity, and is not therefore, a Christian 
machine. Neither was it intended to proqy.A~ 
infidelity; consequently it is not an infi~~
chine. It was made to manufactUre flour---'-!!Ol1te.i 
thing to minister to man's ten~rerai necessities~ 
and is therefore ~ secula~, or c}yj~, m.achi~~· 

The trouble .w1th N atwnal ~~~o~~~ers 1s, ~hey 
are unable to d1scover that f,IJRl~ ~te-wme thmgs 
belonging to Coosar whi~~1,.~tft'~~Mltl~gto God; 
much less are they all~~# ~_t)ifl,, , " 'eare some 
things belongingto~--~4- -~~gto 

Coosar, and with which he has no right to inter
fere. National Reform logic may be summed 
up as follows:- -

1. Everything that is not religious is infidel 
and atheistic. 

2. Temporal affairs are not religious, therefore 
they are atheistic. 

3. Hence National Reformers should have 
nothing to do with temporal affairs, that they 
may be able to avoid infidelity and atheism; 

A. DELos 'v EsTcoTT. 

A "Theological Trust." 

THE subject of trusts is attracting considerable 
· attention at prese~t, owing to the number of new 

trusts being formed in addition to those already 
in operation. Briefly speaking, a trust is a mo
nopoly; because it is an attempt upon the part of 
those concerned in it, be they one or many, to 
secure the control of any certain article upon 
which they have previously agreed, and by means 
of this control, to force those desiring the article 
i~ question to obtain it solely at the hands of the 
corporation or organization representing the 
trust. This is why we have coal trusts, sugar 
trusts, gas trusts, salt trusts, oil trusts, etc. 

The. latest trust, however, and one which, by 
the way, indicates much more in the direction of 
evil results than those which have just been men
tioned, is the associating together of certain in
dividuals and organizations for the formation of 
a grand religious trust. Of course, they don't 
designate their work by such a name, but this is 
just what it amounts to in the outcome. 

The most active factor in tl1is arrangement is 
the N[!.tiorial Reform Association, which for 
years has been laboring to bring about a condi
tion of affairs in which all the Christian laws, in
stitutions, and usages of this governmeat should 
be placed "on an undeniable legal basis in the 
fundamental law of the land." It has recently 
been joined in its work by the 'Voman's Christian 
Temperance Union, and by the Prohibition party; 
the American Sabbath Union has also shown 
strong proclivities in this direction. Under the 
stimulus of the8e Mmbined influences, a trust of 
gigantic magnitude is appearing, which, in its 
Heaven-daring attempt to coerce the consciences 
of men manifests more of the spirit of monopoly 
in this direction than has been witnessed since 
the Great Romish trust of the Middle Ages sus
pended active X>pe1·ations. 

But the particular feature in which this afore
said religious trust proposes to distance all its 
worldly competitors is this: 'While they design 
simply to supply the demand as fast as created, 
these self-appointed custodians of public morals 
propose to force their religious wares upon the 
market, and then, through the power of civil law, 
to compel everybody to become purchasers. 

This is an era of trusts, and the Americans are 
a "trusting" people. It is possible, however, to 
become too confiding in such cases as this. Un
less American citizens are tired of liberty of 
thought and freedom of conscience, it will be well 
for them to turn a deaf ear to all the pleadings 
of the National Reformers and their allies, who 
seek to accomplish by religious legislation what 
they are powerless to perform through moral sua
sion. True religion and true Christianity have 
no need of a political "combine" in order to 
retteh the hearts of the people. Down with all 
trusts in general, and the Religious Political N a
tional Reform trust in particular. 

J. w. SCOLF.S. 



~rluerth;ementn. 
ADVERTISING RATES made knqwn Ol> appli· 

cation. No advertisements of patent medicines, 
novelties,- cigars, tobacco, liquor~, norels or any· 
thing of a trivial, intemperate, immoral or impure 
natu~e accepted. We reserve the right to reject ANY 

1 advertisement. 

THE WHITE IS KING! 
Always in the Lead. 

New Improvements! 
New Woodwork! 

Tho Best to Use, The Best to Sell. 
White Sewing Machine Co., 

108 &. 110 POST ST., S. F. 

F. S. PRESCOTT. Gen. Man'r. 

; The Teachers' Outlook. 
' ~· ' ' ' 

n~:RI~~~~~ ~~~~~ ~'::i~~J¥;1~~~;~~?tfe 1~~fe~~K: 
ers·and pupUs that prol>Oses to supplement other 
school journals rattier than to occupy the same 
field. It will seek to provide an OuTLOOK upon nf· 
fairs of life and facts In science nnd n!tlure which 
Illustrate and test theories; to stimulate thought, 
and give the ·teacher's mb1d a fresll source of in-

spl"~~~f:;w of current events, clvll and Industrial 
problems,lnventors1discoveries, etc., will he an im
portant feature of the magazine, and a complete 
review of current IUerature will also be given by 
competent critics. 

ANOTHER AND VERY IMPORTANT FEATURE Of the 

~~ft~d"t~ i~lhb~i~t;c~~1 ~ra~~!'t:s~'~%t~~ct~l:\~i;'i~ 
proposes to draw Its corps of future contributors. 
On this point It has some original plans of mut
ual helpfulness to carry out. 

WANTED, ESPECIALLY-Writers of Short, realistic 
stories, and articles on natural b1story and social 
science, from the Pacific Coast. 'l'erms· given in 
OUTLOOK. Sample coplcs20 cts. None free. 

Civil Government 
and. Religion. 

l3Y A. T. JONES, 
One of the Editors of tho AMmlUcAN SENTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain 
and Forcible. 

, .. This important work shows clearly the relation 
that should exist between Church and State at 
the present time1 as proven by the Bible and his
tory of the past ~wenty-five centuries. 

'' CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION" 
Is a pamphlet of 176large octavo pages. Price 25 
cents. Millions of copies should be placed in the 
!lands of thinking people AT ONCE. It clearly de
fines what position. we; as American citizens, 
should sustam toward the effort now on foot to sc
cnre religions legislation. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
12th and Castro Sts., Oakland, Cal. 

' Or 43 Bond Street, New York. 

·E!Jl<}GA!!i'T German Silver Key Check to 
agent> with any name and address there

on for 10 cents, poot-paid. Sell fast for 25 
cents. Send to 

CARL;OS H. HOW:E, 
Underhill, Vt., U. S. A, 

:- Artistic Dress Reform. 
~ - . . 
!: A Bef'orm in Ladies' Dress is a subjec-t 
which :tt p"esent is one of gre~t interest to the mJss 
int:·lligent and thoughtful pPople of thit 
a.rHi other countries. Ladies will lind 1 he best 
modes f'or health1'ul d1•essing in the large 
illustrated pamphlet, "Ho'v to D1•ess Health
.l"!tlly," m· dress ami it• •·elation to the health of fe· 
mll.les, pub!ishe<l by the LADIES' DRRSS REFORM Co.,. 
21 BA&BOU& ST., BATrLB CaEEK, Mwn. Send them a 
two-cent stamp for postage, and they will mJl.il one to 
your addrc>~". Mention th1s p~per, I 
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Now READY! PACIFIC Business Colle[e 
THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. sendforc~~~~:~!~~ii~~hrp;$7f 

WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a treatise under this name, 
prepared by Alonzo T. Jones, is now ready for circulation. 

This pamphlet contains the arguments in behalf of the rights of American citizens, and in oppo
sition to the Blair Sunday-rest b1ll, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor, Dec. 13, 1888. 

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READING," 
And Mr. Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have 
been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accompanied 
with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. 

As the Sunday question is now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, 
especially legislators, lawyers, judges, and other public men. The argument is 

Based on Scripture and History,Constitution and 
Law, 

Showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday hill, an analysis of the 
Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the Sunday-law movement of the 
fourth century, the Sunday-law movement of the nineteenth century, the methods nsed in securing 
indorsements to the petition for the Blair hill, and the working-s of RIWh Snnrlaylaws as are proposed 
for the United States. 

The work contains one hundred and ninety-two pages. Price, 25 cents. Address, 

AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
1059 Castro St., Oakland, Cal.; 43 Bond St., New York. 

TEN LECTURES 
ON 

NASAL CATARRH 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention and Cure, and Diseases 

of the Throat, Eye and Ear, due toN asal Ca
tarrh; with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.f 

.ffiedical Superintendent of the Largest ~Medical and .Surgical 

Sanita1·ium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontispiece-and 

:Six Beautif\dly Colored Plates, 

Besides many illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. 

This little work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Or 43 Bond Street, New York. 

West' Shore Railroad 
N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R. Co. Lessee. 

The Picturesque Route for Business and 
Pleasure Travel. 

"3UIVIMER EXCURSIONS," a handsomely 
illustrated book, giving description of the Hudson 
River, Catskill Mountains, Saratoga and other 
New York State resorts, will be mailed on receipt 
of five cents in postage stamps. 

For tomist books, time-tables and information 
regarding West Shore Railroad, call on or address 
H. B. JAGOE, General Eastern Passenger Agent, 

363Broadway, or 
c. E. LAMBERT, General Passenger Agent, 5 

VanderhiltAvo.,NewYork. , 

A POOR FOUNTAIN PEN 
IS A NUISANCE; 

But a Good One is a Joy Forever. 

W c carry a full stock 'of the best makes of fount
ain pens, and feel snre we can suit the most fas· 
tidions. 

Remit $2.50 and with it se1.1d a sample of the 
steel pen which snits you best, and we will ~end 
von a fountain pen that will give you satisfaction. 
it is so eonvenieut to have a pen which is 
always ready, and which can be used as 
easily as a lead pencil. 

Give us a.trial order. Pens sent by registered 
mail. The J;rade supplied. Address, 

P ACII<'IC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N.Y. Oakland, Cal. 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

SAFETY PENCIL POCKET 

NEAT, CHEAP, SERVICEABLE. 

They perfectly secure pen or pencil 
in the pocket, so that it cannot fal) out 
when stooping. Can be easily and 
safely attached to any part of the 
clothing. A small inve,tmcn t will 
prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. 

PRICES. 
No.1, Russia. Leather, for 2 pens, lOc. 
No. 2, " " " 3 " 15c. 
No.3, " " n1etal back, 

2 pens, - 15c. 
No. 4, ltussia Leather, metal back, 

3 pens, · - · • 20c. 
No. 5, Seal Skin, for 2 pens, - 15c. 
No.'6, - " " " 3 '' 25c. 
No.7, Russia ;Leather, for4pens, 25c. 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. Wo 
guarantee these pockets SUPERIOR 
IN EVERY PARTICULAR to similar 
styles formerly sold and still o.f!erea at 
much higher prices. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING Co., 
Oakland, Ca~· 

V1ews of National Reform 
SERIES 1, 

This is a pamphlet of 151 pages, and contains all 
that the package of 13 tracts formerly published 
under the same name contained. The volume is 
paged consecutively, I1as an index, so that any 
tract may be instantly referred to, and is mnch 
more convenient and attractive than when issued 

·as a package of separate tracts, Price, lli cents, 
with libern,l discount when ordered in quantities. 
Address, . PACIFIC PRESS l?Ul3LISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N. Y Oaliland, C(ll;. 

MORAL AND SCIENTIFIC COMPANION, Flor
ence, Arizona; illustrated, wide-awake; 25c 

per year. Ads lc. J?Cr word. 

-SOME-

Desirable and Valuable 
NEW BOOKS. 

--o--
In the Fol1owing List of Miscellaneous Books 

will he Found Something to Interest all. 
We Furnish them Post-paid at the 

PUBLISHERS' PRICES. 
--o--

Lives of the Fathers, Farrar, 2 vols., cloth .... $s.oo 
Life of Christ, Farrar, cloth ........................... 1.00 
The Messages of the Books, Farrar, cloth .... 3.50 
History of the Interpretation, Farrar, cloth, 3.50 
Life of St. Paul, Farrar ................................. 1.50 
Syriac New Testament.. ................................ 2.50 
Heads and Faces and How to Study Them, 

cloth ........................................................ r.oo 
Hours with the Bible, Geikie, 6 vols. in 3, 

cloth ....................... '· . .. .. .... .. . .. ..... ... .. . .... 4.50 
Holy Land and the Bihle;Geikie, 2 vols ...... s.oo 
How We Got Our Bible, cloth........................ 6o 
Ioo,ooo Synonyms and Antony1ns, cloth ....... r.oo 
Life of Christ for the Young, Geikie, cloth ... r.so 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

paper.................................................... so 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

cloth......................................................... 75 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy I,ife, 

cloth, gilt edges ....................................... r.oo 

ADDRESS, 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
OAKLAND, CAL., 

Or, 43 BOND ST., NEW YORK. 

Smiths' Diagran1 
OF PARLIAMENTARY RULES. 

A lucid and interesting treatise on Parliamentary 
usages. By a simple map, with converging lines, it 
shmvs the relation of any one motion to every other 
motion, and at a £{lance answers over five hundred 
questions in regard to parliamentttry matters. A 
very ingenious and useful arrangement. 

TheN. Y. Independent says: "Smith's Diagram 
of Parliamentary Rules" is an admirably ingenious 
simplification of the confused matter o! parliamentary 
practice. 1\Ir. U. Smith has put more of the essence 
of parliamentary practice into small space and lucid 
order than we find in any other manual." 

Breast-pocket size, 34 pages, bound in muslin. 
Price, 50 cents. Send for a copy. 

Pacific Press Publishing Company, ' -. 
OAKLAND, CAL.i 

SOCIAL PURITY A vigorous and stirring ad· 
, dress on SOCIAL PURITY 

by J. H. KELLOGG, l\L D., SUP>JRINTENDENT OF TilE 
LARGEST MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SANITARIUM IN 'l'flE 
WoRLD. Fifth edition. Fiftieth thousand. Also con
tains a '".l'alk to Girls," by Mas. E. E. l{ELLOGG, 
A. llf., Associate Superintendent of Social Purity 
Department· of the N~ttional Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union. This talk is full of helpful sug
gestions to mothm·s and their daughters respecting 
the means of promoting the dovclopmPnt of a higher 
type of womanhood in the rising gcncmtion of girls. 
A copy should he placed in the hands ol every man, 
woman and youth. 64large octavo pnges. Price, 15 
cents; 20 copies, post-pa.id, 82.25. Address: PACIFIC 
PRESS PUBLISiliNG Co.~ Oakland, Cal. . .. 

3000 more Words and nearly 2000 more Illustra· 
. tions than_any other American. Dictionary. 

WEBSTER IS THE STANDARD 
Authority in the Gov't Printinq Office, and with 
the U. S. Supreme Court. It 1s recommended 
by the State Sup'ts of Schools in 36 States, and 
by leading College Pres'ts of U.S. and Cana<la. 

It is an invaluable companion in every School 
and at every Fireside. 

Sold by all Booksellers. Pamphlet free. 
G. 8< C, Mli:RlUA1'48< C0.1 Pub'rs,srrill,!>fieJ.<4~ 
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NoTE.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub· 
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

AT a mass meeting held in the First Congre
gational Church, Oakland, Cal., Monday evening, 
August 5, which was addressed by Dr. Wilbur F. 
Crafts, the petition for a National Sunday law 
was defeated instead of being endorsed. 

AuGUST 3 to 5, Dr. W. F. Crafts spent in San 
Francisco and Oakland. e He spoke at Howard 
St. M. E. Church at 11 A. M., and at United 
Presbyterian Church at 8 P. M., Sunday; and to 
the San Francisco pastors at the Y. M. C. A. 
Hall, Monday, at 3 P.M., and at First Congre
gational Church, Oakland, Monday evening. We 
shall notice his speeches iu future issues of the 
SENTINEL. 

THE OhristianNationof July 24,1889, says:

" The history of America is the history of the suc
cess and beneficence of the principle of prohibition." 

Well, if prohibition is a success, why is such a 
contest waged to get constitutional prohibition 
State and national? But if it be only the prin
ciple of prohibition, without the prohibition itself, 
that is a success, then we should like to know 
how the principle can be a success without carry
ing with it the fact. 

IT is argued by the advocates of Sunday laws 
that what they call the "continental sabbath" is 
exceedingly demoralizing and tends greatly to 
crime. France is frequently referred to as a 
country which has suffered a great deal from this 
" continental sabbath." On · this point the fol
lowing testimony from the late Dr. Guthrie of 
Edinburgh, who, by tl1e way was a strict Presby
terian, is worthy of note. He says :-

"I counted on one occasion in Paris thirty-three 
places of amusement open on the'Saboath-day. Com· 
ing home, in one hour I saw in London and Edin
burgh, with all our churches aud schools of piety, 
more drunkenness than I saw ifi' five l0ng months in 
guilty Paris." 

This is significant, when we consider that Paris 
has no Sunday law, while Edinburgh has a strict 
Sunday law, and is noted for its Sunday-keeping; 
and wlule London is referred to as an exemplary 
city as to Sunday laws. 

THE Christian Nation of July ~4, has-the fol
lowing:--' 

" The government of the United States is a grand 
government. The rich young ruler who· came to 
Christ was also a model young man; and the Lord 
loved him, but said to him: 'One thing thou luckest.' 
And so we, 1·emembering our allegiance to a power 
that is above all human authority, are compelled to 
say to our government, adopting the Lord's words 
to the young ruler, 'One thing thou lackest ,· put away 
thy interests in the American sciloon ·and prohibit it for-· 
ever, and thou shalt be saved." · · 

There is so much evil in this paragraph that we 
have not . the time nor the space to expose the· 
half of it. And not by any means the least 
wicked thing about it is its 'outrageous assumption 
of the place of Christ, promising salvation; and in 

addition to that, exalting itself above Christ in 
promising salvation by works. The whole Na
tional Reform system is only the Papacy over 
again. 

THE following letter Jrom a minister to one--of 
our correspondents in Maine, is of interest:....-

"I am muchpleased to receive the paper you so 
kindly sent. I am in full harmony with its anti
Church and State sentiments, and have for many 
years worked on that line of thought, ten years ago 
getting fifteen hundred names to a petition to Con
gress to move for a Constitutional amendment pro
hibiting all States and municipalities from any and 
all religious legislation and from any sectarian use of 
money. I always preach of this in every place 
where I live, as I have here. · 

"The SENTINEL has given me very desirable infor
mation and thus helped me to better work~ I wish 
it was in every family in the country. It has so 
clearly exposed the bad methods and falsehoods of 
those who are trying to bring the country into that 
worst of bondage, ecclesiastical." 

May this brother's number increase mightily. 

More Evidences,' 

THE Congregational Club of San Francisco 
·met in their regular Monday meeting, July 29, 
in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Rev. W. H. Scudder 
read a paper on "A Sabbath-Rest Law.'' The 
following brief report we clip from the San Fran
cisco Examiner of the 30th:-

"'I hope,' said Mr. Scudder, 'that Congress will 
pass a law similar to the Blair bill, compelling one 
day's rest in seven. The laboring classes need at least 
that amount of rest. I am not in favor of allowing 
street and railroad cars, theaters, ferry-boats, amuse
ment gardens, or even newspapers, to carry on busi
ness on the Sabbath. There are over 2,000,000 peo
ple in the United States who work on Sunday. It is 
only since the great influx from Europe that the Sab
bath has been turned into a day of amusement in
stead of rest. The people of the Continent have no 
idea of observing the Sabbath. The Mloons should 
be closed by law on the Lord's day.' 

"Rev. Dr. Holbrook said thatCongressionallegisla
tion to this end would be contrary to the provisions 
of the Constitution of the United States, but the 
States individually can regulate the matter. 

"Rev. G. W. Bothwell, of Oakland, said that the way 
to obtain such a law is for the ministers and their 
friends to fight for it at the primaries. 

"Rev. J. H. Phillips of Los Angeles spoke of the 
church work in that section. 

"Rev. Dr. T. C. Easton, of Newark, N.J., said that 
he had been told that San ·Francisco was a very 
wicked city. He was happily disappointed. It is no 
worse than Newark, and, excepting San Francisco's 
Chinatown and a few other nuisances, she would 
rank among the best.'' 

Dr. Easton's testimony is additional evidence to 
the proofs which we have given in the SENTINEL, 
that the best Sunday observance is where there is 
no Sunday law. We have known for a long time 
that San Francisco is no worse than Eastern cities 

· of its class, and we are satisfied that, as Dr. Easton 
says, with the exception of Chinatown, San Fran
cisco would rank amongst the best. But as no 
Sunday law is expected to 'abolish Chinatown, 
that can bear no part in the question of Sunday 
laws. Consequently San Francisco with no Suh
day law rules amongst the best cities on Sunday. 
The truth of the whole matter is that, when 
brought down to strict. honesty, the Sunday-law 
rnovemeni is not to benefit society at all. It is 
simply t6 give the church managers control of 
the civil power,_ so that they can compel those 
who do not belong to the church to act as though 
they did. But that wilJ. only repel men, and 
cause them to respect both Sunday and the church 
less than they pow d.o, 

The California Voice of July 18, has an edito
.rial article entitled, " Opposed to Sunday Laws," 
in .which it takes the AMERICAN SENTINEL to 
task for representing, as the Voice puts it, that 

· the leaders of the Sunday-law movement intend 
" to secure a union of Church and State, to estab
lish a State creed, to persecute heretics," etc. It 
illustrates the matter in this way:·-

"Should a party of reputable men take· tickets to 
Reno and back to San Francisco and say that is the 
extent of their intended journey, it would be absurdly 
unjust and wicked to assert proof positive that they 
intend to go to New York and then to Rome, Jeru
salem, and China, simply because they are heading 
eastward." · 

The illustration is not perfect. To make it 
perfect we would have to suppose that. the road 
upon which the "party of reputable men" were 
to take their tickets was a single track road, run
ning trains only one way, making it impossible to 
return by the same road. It would be necessary 
to suppose, too, that the trains were all through 
trains, stopping only at the points to which the 
"reputable men" asserted that they were not go
ing; . and furthermore, that some of the party 
should assert boldly that they were not only going 
to Reno, but that they intended going to New 
York, Rome, Jerusalem, and China. This is sub
stantially the case with the advocates of the Sun
day-Rest bill. 

National Reformers are all in favor of this 
. Sunday~ rest movement, and of the Blair Sunday-
• Rest bill. They, and the leaders of the American 
• Sabbath Union are making common cause to 

secure the passage of just such a law. They are 
embarked on the same train, and it is not unrea
sonable to say that they are bound for the same 
destination, because some of them openly avow 
the fact. 

THE world has changed its character and gov
ernments have been greatly modified from what 
the world knew in the century before the Decla
ration of Independence was promulgated. The 
influence of the government of the United States 
is felt and seen on every hand throughout the 
earth. Ancient despotisms are modified and the 
monarchies of Europe have developed constitu
tional guaranties to suit the people. All the 
world looks to America, and the nations formed 
in the western hemisphere follow the precedent 
set by our United States. The influence of our 
free institutions is felt in the uttermost parts of 
the earth, and must go on working to free and en
lighten mankind until the world is reconstructed 
to correspond. It is not easy to fix a value on the 
Pilgrim Fathers' action, or on the work done by 
Virginia c~valiers, and by the Huguenots who 
settled the Carolinas. Differing ,as they did, they 
planted on this hemisphere seeds of liberty that 
have enlightened the world.-Oregonian. 
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THE district secretary of the Des Moines, 
Omaha, and Denver d~stricts of the American 
Sabbath Union's organization is Rev. M.A. Gault. 
What he shall say their object is, is authoritative 
because he is one of the principal officials. What 
then, is the object of the movement to secure a 
national SuHday law? In the Missouri· State 
convention, he said:-

"Now we take the ground that government should 
compel divine authority on this question. Govern
ment should say to the people, you must keep the 
Sabba.th, and have the Sabbath rest secured to all 
classes not merely because it is good for you, but be
cause God says so. Because there is a divine ap
pointment behind the question." 

That is definite, and to the point. Being offi
cial, it can be relied on,.as the ground upon which 
tl1e National Sunday-law movement res,ts. 

IN order that liberty of conscience may re
main inviolate, as intended by our Constitution 
builders, there must be an absolute separation of 
Church and State, religion and public schools; 
and in order . to guide the public school system 
onward to the fulfillment of the mission that 
called it into existence, it is necessary to keep 
the public schools free from religious influences, 
from theological disputes and sectarian teachings. 
The fatality of mixing up religion with popular 
education is well illustrated by the present con
dition of Germany, where atheism and infidelity 
exist to a larger degree than in any other civil
ized country. Nothing can work so great a 
hardship as to cram into the minds of children 
religious opinions opposed to their home training 
-opinions, perhaps, wl1ich they have been 
taught to regard as fatal to eternal salvation. 
The only one that will be pleased !Lt thi~ is the 
teacher who is spreading on earth the dogma of 
some particular creed. Religious instruction in 
the public school means a gradual retrogression 

c to the union of Church and State, and this union 
means a tyrannical government and a corrupt 
priesthood. It has been so in all ages, and we 
are not so superior to our ancestors that we may 
thrust our hands into the fire and escape without 
being burned. Religious instruction ought not 
to be ignored, but the 1wrue and church are the 
places wherein both precept and example will be 
most effective; but i£ liberty of conscience is val
ued at all, keep religion away from public schools. 
- Ore[JOnia.n. 
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Some "Constitutional" Arguments 
for a National Sunday Law. 

WHEREVER the Sunday-law movement is ad
vocated it is met with the valid objection that a 
national Sunday law would be unconstitutional. 
The field secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union has had to meet this more in the last few 
months than has anybody else in this country, 
because l1is work has been more widely carried 
on, and he attempts to answer the argument. 
He attempts to prove, and to his own satisfaction 
proves, that Sunday laws are strictly constitu
tional. The first step in his argument is ·that 
''the supreme courts of twenty-five States hav~ 
declared them to be constitutional." And he 
seems to, be astonished almost out of countenance 
to think that anybody in this Nation should deny 
the unconstitutionality of a national Sunday law 
in the face of such an overwhelming argument as 
that .the supreme courts of most of the States 
should say that they are constitutional. 

We have heard the field secretary several 
times on this point, and for some tirne we were 
considerably at a loss to decide 1n our own minds 
whether the argument was a piece of deliberate 
sophistry or whether the gentleman supposed it 
actually to be the truth. The field secretary of 
the American Sabbath Union needs to become 
informed upon this subject to the extent that he 
shall know that decisions of supreme courts of 
States have no bearing whatever upon questions 
of national law. A thing might be constitutional 
and declared so to be by the supreme courts in 
all the States of the Union and yet it might be 
wholly unconstitutional if framed into a national· 
law. In many things the States can do what the 
Nation cannot do. Article X. of the United 
States Constitution says, "The powers not dele
gated to the United States by the Constitution 
nor prohibited by it to the States are reserved to 
the States respectively or to the people." There 
are powers that are not delegated to the United 
States; there are powers that are not prohibited 
by it to the States. These still remain with the 
States or with the people, therefore the States 
may exert such powers under their own constitu
tions, while it would be wholl.y unconstitutional for 
Congress to attempt to exercise such powers. The 
enactment and the enforcement of Sunday laws 
is one of these powers. We know full well that 
the States have declared Sunday laws to be con
stitutional because in these things the States can 
do what they please unless forbidden by their 
own constitutions. All this is true, and it is 
equally true that a national Sunday law would 
he unconstitutional. State constitutions and de
cisions have no bearing whatever upon that ques-
tion. . 

"When the field sec~etary next speaks upon 
this subject1 we ask him for his own sake not tQ 

presuine upon the ignorance of his hearers by 
passing off the supreme court decisions of the 
States as though they were the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

The next step in his argument is that it would 
be constitutional because tho Constitution already 

"Contains a Sunday law in itself in the phrase, 
"Sundays excepted " in the clause which allows 
the President ten days to consider a bill. But 
this argument is also sheer fallacy, because that 
clause does not undertake in any sense to control 
the action of the President on that day. It does 
not even say nor imply that he shall not si"n a 
b~l~ on Sunday. The phrase is simply the re~og
mtwn of the fact that the President of the United 
States may be a person who deems Sunday to be 
a holy day, and the Constitution in harmony 
with itself throughout, in this simply recognizes 
the right of every man to the free .enjoyment of 
his religious profession if he makes any. 

Suppose the President of the United States 
should be a man who regards Saturday as the 
holy day and observes it religiously, and he 
should except the Saturdays and count the Sun
days in those ten days. The Constitution would 
sanction that action as fully as it would the ac
tion of the President who deems Sunday a holy 
day. 

Suppose further, that the President were a 
man who makes no religious profession at all; 
suppose in fact he were an infidel, cared noth
ing whatever for Sunday as sucl1, and should 
actually sign a bill on that day; that bill would 
thus become a law as certainly as those t"fmt wore 
signed on Monday, or any other day of the weelc 
That phrase does not in any sense conflict with 
the first amendmen~nor does it sanction in any 
way the demand that is being made upon Con
gress to pass a law establishing the religions ob
servance of Sunday or declaring what people shall 
or shall not do on that day. 

The fallacy further appears in this that whereas 
the Constitution throu&h thus excepting Sunday, 
does not in any way propose to say' what the 
President shall or shall not do on Sunday, nor 
to touch upon his actions in any way upon that 
day, the Sunday-law workers demand that this 
as "the acorn" shall be expancle 1 into such a 
mighty oak as shall cover every action of every 
soul in this Nation on Sumlay, and under which 
shall be declared what things only can be done 
on that day not only by all the people but by the 
President himself. This certainly is to force in
finite possibilities from infinitessimal proportions. 
But there is nothing too extravagant to be be
yond the demands of this would-be hierarchy. 

The next argument is thqt Sunday work and 
the carrying of Sunday mails "is an lnfrirwement 
of the first amendment to the Constitution'';' which 
prohibits Congress from making any law prohib· 
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iting the free exercise of religion " because no 
man who keeps Sunday can keep his place in the 
government service, and therefore such are ex
cluded as really from the public service as though 
a direct religious test were applied," only that 
that in this case. it is declared to be "au irrelig
ious test." 

Well, let us examine this. · Suppose we admit 
that in the carrying of the mails and in other 

. work on Sunday, the man who regards Sunday 
as a holy day, and ,vbo treats it as such, is 
thereby virtually excluded and the government 
d.oes him injustice and that therefore a national 
law must be enacted forbidding all such work on 
U1e Sunday to protect these in their rights of con
science, and to give them their share of the offices. 
Then, there are thousands of people who regard 
Saturday as a holy day and who keep it as such. 
These are citizens equa1ly with the others, and 
have equal rights as citizens with the others; but, 
the government runs the mails, and does all man
ner of work on Saturday, and so long as that is 
so, no man who regards Saturday as a holy day 
can have a place in the public service. There
fore the next thing for Congress to do would be to 
pass a national law absolutely prohibiting all such 
work on Saturday so as to give equal justice to 
these with the rest. · 

But no, none wl!o demand Sunday laws would 
for a moment allow that any such thing as this 
ought ever to be done. But if it shall be done 
in behalf of one class of religionists, why not of 
another? If religious profession is to be the 
basis of legislation why should the government 
discriminate, why should it expressly open the 
way for one class of religionists and exclude an
other class? Every fair-minded man must admit 
that this would not be equal and exact justice. 
Those who demand the Sunday law will not al
low for a moment that the government should do 
such a thing, therefore, it is clearly provetl that 
they want governmental discrimination in their 
favor, and that solely upon the basis of religious 
profession. 

But under civil government no man can ever 
of right make his religious profession the basis 
of any claim for governmental favor. Civil 
government is fm; all alike. It takes cogni
zance of men's actions and deals with men solely 
as men, wit~wut regard to any question wllat
ever of religious or non-religious profession or 
worship. Government rests se1cly upon this basis, 
it is composed of men as men, and its affairs 
are all conducted solely upon this basis. 

"Oh !"it is exclaimed, "in a 9hristian land 
this would exclude all Christians from office, and 
thus deprive them of rewards and emoluments 
that men enjoy who are not Christians, and 
would thus be a discrimination against the Chris
tian religion." To those who offer it ,this ap
pears very forcible; but it is easily answered. 
The Christian who is indeed a Christian, enjoys 
privileges and rewards as far above the rewards 
and emoluments of' governmental office as heaven 
is higher than the earth ; so that the govern
ment when treating all men as men, and treat
ing them all alike, does not discriminate against 
the Christian. The Christian's profession is the 
free/ choice of a heavenly gift which is worth 
more than all earth's treasures and all its honors. 
In the precious presence of Jesus Christ no such 
question ever comes into his mind as to whether 
he can have a twelve-dollar or a twelve-thousand
dollar post-office or not. This complaint of the 
Sunday-law workers, that Chri~tians are excluded 

f 
from a share in the governmental plunder h1 its matter. The Rev. H. A. Cleveland, an eminent 
}~nalysis, simply argues that the blessedness of the Presbyterian divine, preaching in Indianapolis 
religion of Jesus Christ, and the riches of the recently, from the text, "Therefore, said some of 
heavenly gift in him, are upon a level with the the Pharisees, this man is not of God because h~ 
offices and emoluments of governmental service; keepeth not the Sabbath-day; others said, How 
and so entirely so at that, that they cannot af- can a mart that is a sinner do such miracles? 
ford to do without legislation in their special fa- And there was a divi~>ion, among them," said, 
vor. · A people who 1mt no more value than that among other things:-
upon the unsearchable riches of Christ l1aven't "Many people in this city are dying of overwork, 
enough of the Christian religion about them to the pressure of cares, and indoor habits. If they may 
do either themselves or the government any good, not play baseball or see it played because a conven-

d h ll . If f: tion forbids it, what may they do that will take them· 
an. t e more any government a ows Itse to a- ·into the fields and unharness them from their bu.~;-
vor' any such pleas the lower it will be brought. dens and drudgeries? Against such games there is no 

Oh that those who name the name of Christ word spoken in the New Testament. Paul had wit
would name him for what he is! that they would nessed many games not so healthful as our great 

see in his I'eligion something more than temporal ~::;c:~ifi:;~~~!s~n~:~:~~f:~~:!~~1~~~~~~~ 
expediency ! that they would see in the riches of It is no objection to baseball as a game because men 
his grace something more valuable than to fear gamble in its issues. Men gamble in wheat and corn 
the·· competition of , the emoluments of govern- and flour, in stocks and human labor; but bread is 
mental service 1 that they would see that there is · good, and we shall keep on eating it without respect 

to those who gamble in it. I have played hundreds 
a power in the manifestation of his glorious char- of gaines of baseball myself, and devoutly regarded 

., acter greater than that of all the legislative en- them as means of grace. There is health in exercise 
actments that have been or can be written upon and in the laughing summer fields. That is a defect-
the statute books of all ages and all nations. ive piety that has not health behind it. 

"Let those in our midst who are noisy and ·bitter in 
their denunciations of baseball as a game provide 
our Pltle and weary clerks with recreations and amuse: 
ments that are as inexpensive, as pleasurable and as 
healthful. Until they do this their silence is wiser 
than their speech." 

A. T. J. 

Elder Crafts's Surprise Party. 

.ELDER CRAFTs must not take it to heart be
cause he found himself in an unexpected min~rity 
in his own meeting, nor conclude that Oakland 
is against Sunday observance because he did not 
1ind that unanimity which a speaker seems tore
gard as his right. He can console himself by the 
reflection that he was preaching to the uncon
verted, and lay this flattering unction to his soul 
that were it not for his persuasive powers the vote 
against him might have been larger. Every
where there 'are opportunities to preach to the 
converted, but the trouble is to induce the others 
to come and hear, and therefore Elder Crafts may 
be congratulated on the broad field which he has 
discovered in (to him) so unexpected a manner. 
The Seventh-day Adventists are a sturdy folk, 
always ready to stand up and be counted, and 
quite able to give and take hard knocks, as per
haps Mr. Crafts will discover . before he gets 
through with them. We shall watch his progress 
with interest and shall be glad to chronicle any 
conversions he may make, standing ready the 
while to perform the same office for the otl1er 
side. 

When we say that, in our opinion, Oakland fa
vors Sunday observ:tnce, we mean that we believe 
the people stand ready to make the first day of 
the week a day of rest, but we do not think there 
is any large body of our citizens which favor the 
enforcement of a Puritan Sabbath. A rational 
observance of Sunday is to be desired on grounds 
of public policy, and so far as these g1·ounds go, 
the people of Oakla,nd will, no doubt, favor the 
embodiment of resfrictions in the shape of law. 
Beyond that it is a ma~ter of private judgment, 
and neither Elder Crafts nor any other man· will 
be suffered to abridge the liberty of conscience of 
a free people. \Ve observe that Elder Crafts, 
like the Prohibitionists, calls on Christianity in 
support of his case, but he must be aware there 
are a dozen sects in perfectly good Christian 
standing, all of which hold views which diverge 
very widely from his on this question. This we 
say on the.,assumption, which we believe to be 
justified by'his remarks, that he would stop all 
work and play of whatsoever sort on Sunday. 

Nay, there is some division even among the 
shepherds of Mr. Crafts's own special fold on this 

If we are in error in attributing to Mr. Crafts 
views which he does not hold, we shall be glad to 
offer him a means of explanation within reason
able space, but we hope that he will not again 
say that the cry of "personal liberty" comes 
from a foreign land. An American, a citizen of 
a government foimded in civil and religious free
dom, a standing protest against the despotisms of 
older countries, should not acknowledge such a 
sentiment. We fear that we shall not chronicle 
many converts for· Brother Crafts if he begins by 
saying hard things. Gently, brother, gently:.-
Oakland I}aily Tribune, August 7, 1889. · 

Religion in the Public Schools. 

THE discussion of a very old question, has 
sprung again into public notice. The onslaught 
of the Boston School Board against a text-book 
in history is chiefly responsible for the present 
interchange of warring opinions. Reading the 
Bible in schools forms no part of the controversy. 
Deeper questions are at stake touching upon 
actual instruction in morals or religion as a part 
of public-school training. 

Whatever one's opinions may be the question 
is, and always~ has been, invested with peculiar 
difficulties and surpassing interest. Man's use
fulness as a citizen depends upon his character as 
a man. This, in turn, depends upon his educa
tion, and the State in educating for citizenship has 
no right to neglect· that which will insure sound 
moral character. Hence it is claimed by many 

. religious teachers that there is no way out of it 
but to teach religion in the schools. This, we 
apprehend, is a fair statement of the case as re
gards those who would have the Bible read in ' 
school, and who would add specific religious in
struction to the public-schbol curriculum. 

But tl1ere are various' grave objections to 
carrying out such a scheme. Among the pupils 
to be educated at the expense of the State are the 
Protestant, the Catholic, and the Jew. Each of 
these groups looks upmf different portions of the 
Scriptures as the Bible, a11d there is no common 
ground where all, could meet, except in the Douay 

· tr~~<nslation of the Mosaic Scriptures, and this 
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would be as little satisfactory to the Jew and 
Protestant as the old English Bible would be to 
the Jew and Catholic. Further than this, re
ligious instruction of a certain. prescribed form is 
a matter of conscience with each of these groups, 
and the whole scheme is inexpedient except upon 
a basis of dogmatic authority repugnant to the 
spirit and letter of the Constitution. 

We believe that the inculcation of sound morals 
is an essential part of public education, but, like 
the sentiment of patriotism, thef are rather a 
result of example than of direct mstruction. A 
teacher of sound character and correct habits of 
life inspires the same in his pupils, wl1ile a 
teacher of the opposite character cannot do so by 
any amount of dogmatic instruction. Indeed, in 
Europe and America those schools are most 
worthless for the practical ends of education 
where an authoritative ·attempt is made to im
press religious instruction.-Baltimore Herald. 

The Basis of Civil L;;tw. 

REv. J. M. FosTER, one of the district secre
taries of the National Reform Association, has 
an article in the 0 hristian Statesman of July 25, 
in which, referring to' an article which appeared 
fn this paper some weeks since, he .~ays :-

"The writer flatly denies that 'the State is the 
keeper of both tables of the decalogue,' and that 
' the ten commandments are the basis of moral legis
lation.' He assumes the secular theory of govern
m!lnt, and practically accepts Jefferson's notion that 
'gCJvernment is the .watch-dog lying at our door to 
guard our property.' He should rub his eyes and 
look up. That theory is dead and buried long ago, 
There is only one theory accepted among political 
philosophers now: 'There is no power but of God; 
the powers that be are ordained of God.' " 

'' 'rhe writer" did. and does still flatly deny 
that the State is the keeper of any part of the 
decalogue, as such. And neither are the ten 
commandments the ·basis of moral legislation, in 
the sense in which Mr. Foster uses the term. 
Properly spealdn?, there is no such thing as moral 
legislation, and t),lere can be no such thing, for 
the reason that God is the only moral governor 
and his law the only moral law. All human 
laws are civil laws, and human governments pun
ish offenders not for immorality, but for incivility. 

"T\le law of God forbids adultery, so does the 
law of the State," say they who arc of Mr. Fos
ter.'s way of thinking, and imagine that this proves 
that tl:ie former is the basis of the latter; but they 
forget th~t there is one important difference, 
namely, that the law of God takes cognizance of 
and forbids the lustful look and the impure thought, 
while the human law takes cognizance of and 
forbids only the uncivil act. In one sense, and in 
one sense only, is the divine law the basis of the 
lmman, namely, in this: that we learn from it 
something of tl1e duties which, as men, we owe to 
one another. But even in this sense, it is the di
vine law written in the very nature of man, 
rather than the law of revelation, which forms 
this basis. This is shown by the fact that tribes 
and nations utterly ignorant of revelation l1ave 
in ali ages had among themselves lf\WS for the 
protection of life and property, etc. In .no other 
sense can Mr. Foster's proposition be admitted 
without making men judges of the divine law and 
clothing them with power to enforce it. If the 
State is the keeper or custodian of the decalogue, 
or any part of it, as such, it follows that the 
State interprets ·and enforces the decal9gue; 
and what is that but for the State to assume the 

. place of God, and attempt to exercise tl1t1 power 

of God. Mr. Foster's logic would make the 
State simply the agent to carry out the mandates 
of those who should be selected to interpret the 
law of God, just as, in the palmiest days of the 
Papacy, the State was the minister to execute ven
geance on all whom the church as the expounder 
of the word of God adjudged to be heretics. 

The assertion which Mr. Foster makes that 
there is only one theory accepted among political 
philosophers now, namely, "There is no power but 
of God; the poweis that be are ordained of God," 
in the sense in which he understands the apostles' 
words, is to say that National Reformers are the 
only political philosophers. This the writer is not 
ready to admit; nor is it true, as.the gentleman's 
language implies, that there is a general repudia
tion of the words of the Declaration of Inde
pendence: "Governments derive their just powers 
from the consent of the governed." In the true 
sense, both the Scripture declaration that "there 
is no power but of God; the powers that be are 
ordained of God," and the Declaration of Inde
pendence perfectly agree, but as interpreted by 
National Reformers and by those who hold to the 
divine right of kings, they are opposed to each. 
other ; he'nce Mr. Foster's opposition to Jefferson's 
theory of goveri1ment. His reference to the Idea· 
that, "government is a watch-dog lying at our 
door to guard our property,'' is noteworthy only 
as showing that he, in company with other N a
tional Reformers, takes issl.te with the Declaration 
of Independence, which being written by Jeffer
son, was the embodiment of his views of civil 
government. The idea that the proper function 
of civil government is the protection of the rights 
of man, is not "dead and buried long ago," nor 
will it be until this government, instead of being 
a free· republic, becomes a religious despotism. 
But that this is what the N atio 1al Reformers de
sire, is plainly shown by such utterances as that 
of Mr. Foster and that of Rev: Mr. Gray in the 
recent so-called Sabbath convention at Sedalia, 
Mo: That gentleman's language has been fre
quently quoted in the AMERICAN SEN'riNEL, but 
it will bear repeating again because everybody 
ought to know just what the National Reform 
Association and the American Sabbath Union 
have in view. Referring to the work of the lat
ter association, Mr. Gray said:-

" I do not believe that governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, and so 
the object of this movement is an effort to change 
that feature in our fundamental law.'' 

This shows that their object is the complete 
subversion of the principles of government 
which have prevailed in this country, and to 
which we are indebted for the best and freest 
government on earth. Certainly there is nothing 
in such views to recommend them to those who 
love liberty, either civil or religious. 

C. P. BoLLMAN. 

THE Prohibition Journal, of Iowa, is having an 
interesting discussion in its columns upon the re
lationship that should exist between the Prohibi
tion party and the National Reform movement. 
One correspondent was making some telling points 
against the National Reformers and their relig
ious legislation schemes, and a National Reform 
Prohibitionist made complaint to the Journal 
that religious issues should not be brought into the 
columns of a prohibition organ. But the Jonrnal 
declares that it is a very important question, and 
one that ought to be settled at once. ·Whether 
the Prohibition party is to be an ally of the N a
tiona! Reform .Associatioll, or w~ether jt is to hold 

strictly to prohibition, and this, without any ques
tion as to the religious tenets, it says; "There 
was an evident tendency to incorporate in the 
party certain religious theories akin to those en
tertained by the National Reform Association. 
These came near being accepted at the Cedar 
Rapids convention," and "the same have since 
appeared in the Ringgold County Prohibition 
platform, and other evidences were not lacking 
that the party was heading in the direction of 
religious legislation." !t declares that an Ad
ventist's vote for prohibition counts as much as a 
Wesleyan's or a Baptist's or a Presbyterian's. 
The Jonrnal is right. Let it keep prohibition 
clear of religious legislation, and then it will be 
upon the .proper basis. 

Are Governments Holy? 

THE Christian Statesman of June :.lO speaks of 
"God's holy ordinance of civil government, and 
the sacred office of the magistrate, who is the 
m·inister of God." It would be gratifying to have 
someone tell us where in the Bible they find any
thing about the "holy ordinance of civil govern
ment." But they ask, "Are not the powers that 
be ordained by God?" Yes, but that does not 
prove that they are holy. Everything that 
comes from God is not holy. The trees of the 
forest and beasts of the field came from God; 
but they are not holy. God ordained and estab- · 
lished the earth, yet it is not holy. God said to 
Moses," Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for 
the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." 
If the whole earth were "holy ground," there 
would be no meaning in these words. The Sab
bath is a holy day, but the fact that God made 
the day was not sufficient to make it holy. 
A special act of sanctification was required. 
God calls the Sabbath holy, but he does not call 
civil governments holy. 

In the .twenty-second chapter of Ezekiel, God 
speaks about a certain class of people that "put 
no difference between the holy and profane." 
This text proves three facts. First, that there 
are some things which are holy, and some things 
which are profane, or secular; second, that there 
is a difference between them ; and, third, that 
there would be people who were unable to appre
ciate this difference. 

It will be seen by the twentr-sixth verse that 
Sabbath-breaking is the sin reterred to. 'rhose 
who use the Sabbath like a secular, or civil, day 
"put no difference between the holy and profane." 
The Sabbath is a holy day; all the other days 
are profane days. This. does not mean that 
there is anything sinful about tllem, but simply 
that God has never sanctified them as he did the 
Sabbath. The only sin. in this connection comes 
from treating a holy or sanctified thing as though 
it were common, pro±:<tnc, or secular; that is, as 
though it had never been sanctified. Everything 
is profaue, or secular, that God has not sanctified. 
He l1as sanctified the churcl1, but he has never 
sanctified civil govemment. 

Our National Reform friends are now ready 
witi1 another question, namely, "Is n~t the civil 
magistrate the minister of God ? " To this we 
reply, Yes, but that does not prove that ·either 
they or their office is sacred. We have proved 
that not everything which belongs to God or pro
ceeds from him is sacred. " The earth is the 
Lord's, and the fullness thereof," yet only such 
parts of the earth l~ave been sacred as God 
has seen fit to sanctify by special acts upon ex
traordinary occasions. ·There is nothing in the 
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word ".minister" to show that persons bearing 
that title .must necessariy be sanctiiied: If they 
are to engage in a religious work, they should be 
sanctified, because profane hands must not offi
ciate in sacred things; but if their work is pro
fane, or secular, no such special sanctification is 
rcq uired for that work. 

Now, what is the work of these magistrates, or 
ministers of God? Is this work religious or sec
ular, sacred or profane? Rom. 13:6 reads: "For 
for this cause pay ye tribute also ; for they are 
God's ministers, attending continually upon this 
very thing." Is it possible that there are men 
who can distinguish no difference, so far as sanc
tity is concerned, between the work of collecting 
taxes and that, for example, of baptizing con
verted sinners. If so, then they "put no differ
ence between the sacred and the profane." 

"But this minister of God is also a 'revenger 
to execute wrath."' Very well; is there any
thing particularly religious about the work of 
hanging a man ? Is this work of the revenger, 
the execution of criminals, any part of the work 
of the gospel of Christ! Not at all. • In the 
realm of moral and religious government, God 
declares, "Vengeance is nune; I will repay." 
Again, "Ye have he.trd that it hath been said, 
an eye for an. eye, and a tooth for a tooth ; but I 
say unto you that ye resist not evil; but whoso
ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek turn to 
him the other also." 

The work of destroying men's lives, or inflict
ing bodily suffering is not religions work. Christ 
never did it nor ordered it to be done. He came 
not to destroy men's lives, but to save them. Nor 
is it done by intelligent people for ·a religious ob
ject. The sole end of civil government is the 
protection of society. 

National Reformers seem to think that if they 
can succeed in blotting out the distinction be
tween the holy and the profane, they will make 
everything holy. But they will not. · God has 
made SOme things holy, and other thi11gs he has 
purposely left without this attribute. 

Whosoever undertakes to improve upon God's 
plans, exalts himself above God. In this, Na
tional Reformers show themselves true children 
of the Papacy. Of those who "put no difference 
between the holy and profane," . God says, that 
instead of making profane things holy, they 
"have profaned mine holy things • . . . and 
I al]l profaned among them." Thus the result is 
just the opposite of that which they profess to 
seek. A DELOS WESTCOTT. 

The Secret of the Move'ment. 

ONE point worthy of ~ote in the late· report of 
the secretary o£ the Kings County (N. Y.) Sab
bath Association is tile matter of closing art 
galleries on Sunday. It will be remembered that 
it is persistently urged by the friends of Sunday 
legislation, that Sunday laws are for the purpose 
of securing to the wqrking people a day of rest. 
But in his report the worthy secretary Gf the 
Kinl?s County Sabbath Association strongly dep
recated !;he idea of opening art galleries on Sun
day, and said:-

" The patrons of art are the better educated and 
. more cultivated of any community. Their tastes and 
aspirations are more refined. They take advantage 
of all reasonable opportunity to cultivate their tastes 
in this direction. It is t~is class of people who 
patronize art exhibitions. They attend them when
ever and wherever they are held. They enjoy them 
at any and all times. Art exhibitions on .Sunday 
simply prove an additional facility to enjoy this 

taste. Sunday exhibitions refine them no more. 
They would be no more gross without them. The 
people of depraved, gross appetites do not attend 
them. They absolutely fail in exerting a refining 
influence upon these classes in the community. 
TheY cannot therefore be endorsed on this account." 

The conclusion arrived at by the gentlemen is, 
that art exhibitions should not be open on Sun
day;. which is only to say that "the people of 
depraved, gross appetites "-which is the de
scription he gives of the working people-and 
those who are not able to attend such exhibitions 
on other days, shall not be privileged to attend 
them at all. Sunday is about the only day in 
the week upon which thousands of people can 
have an opportunity of going to such places, and 
it is far from being true that all these people are 
"depraved" and "gross." Many of them are 
quite as refined in their tastes as those who are 
more highly favored by fortune, and as far as 
physical rest is concerned, it would certainly do 
them quite as much good to attend an art ex
hibition occasionally as to spend Sunday in any 
other way; which only shows that it is the relig
ious, and not. simply a secular, observance of the 
day which is demanded by the Kings County 
Sabbath Association. The secret of the whole 
movement is that these people regard Sunday as 
a sacred day, and they are determined to compel 
others to at least act as though it were sacred 
whether they so regard it or not.-Signs of the 
Tirnes. 

The Constitutionality of Sunday Laws. 

THE Supreme court decisions of the differ
ent States of the Union on the subject of Sun
day laws, are worth the study of any person 
who will take the time, not particularly for 
any real worth that there is in them, but just 
to see what queer freaks the judicial mind is 
capable of. The most reeent, as well as one 
of the most remarkable, is the decision of the 
supreme court of Arkansas. Considerable 
mention has been made in the SENTINEL of 
the prosecutions of seventh-day observers in 
that State, in 1885 to 1887, for working on 
Sunday. The first case prosecuted was ap
pealed to the supreme court. The court 
rendered a decision in which it cited particu
larly a Massachusetts de'cision, confirmed the 
judgment of the lower court, and closed with 
the following words:-

" The appellant's argument, then, is reduced to 
this: That because he conscientiously believes he is 
permitted by the law of God to labor on Sunday, he 
may violate with impunity the statute declaring it 
illegal to do so; but a man's religious belief cannot 
be accepted as a justification for his committing an 
overt act made criminal by the law of the land. If 
the law operates harshly, as laws sometimes do, the 
remedy is in the hands of the Legislature. It is not 
the province of the judiciary to pass upon the wis
dom or policy of legislation. That is for the mem
bers of the legislative department; and the only ap
peal from their determination is to the constituency." 
. This decision gives to the Legislature all the 

omnipotence of the British Parliament, and 
in that does away with all necessity for a 
written constitution. The decision, on this 
principle alone, is un-American. No legisla
tive body in this country is framed upon the 
model of the British Parliament in respect to 
power. In this country, the powers of every 
Legislature are defined and limited by consti
tutions. It is. the prerogative of supreme 

courts to define the meaning of tho constitu
tion and to decide whether an act of the Leg
islature is constitutional or not. H the act is 
constitutional, then it must stand, whatever the 
results may be. And the supreme court is the 
body by which the constitutionality or the un
constitutionality of any statute is to be discov
ered. But if, as this decision declares, the 
Legislature is omnipotent, and that which it 
does must stand as law; if it be true that" the 
only appeal" from a legislative enactment is 
"to the constituency," then there is no earthly 
use for a constitution. " One of the objects for 
which the judiciary department is established, 
is the protection of the constitutional rights 
of the citizen;" but if the only appeal of. 
the citizen is to the constitutency, then he has 
no constitutional rights in any true sense of 
the word. Such a decision is contrary to 
every principle of constitutional law. 

So long as there is a constitution above the 
Legislature, which defines and limits its pow
ers, and protects and guards the rights of the 
citizens, so long it is the province of the 
supreme court to pronounce upon the acts 
of the Legislature. The supreme court of 
Arkansas, therefore, in this case, clearly 
abdicated one of the very functions for 
which it was created, or else subverted the 
constitution of Arkansas; and in. either _:ase, 
bestowed upon the Legislature the omnipo
tence of the British Parliament, which 1;; <..:ul~
trary to every principle of American institu-. 
tions. Nor is the State of Arkansas au excep
tion in this case, for this is the usual proce
dure of supreme courts in sustaining Sunday 
laws. They cannot be sustained upon any 
American principle; resort has to be made in 
every instance, and has been with scarcely an 
exception, either to the Church and State 
principles of the British government, or to 
the British principle of the omnipotence of 
the legislative power. But American princi
ples are far above and far in advance of the 
principles of the British Government, in that 
they recognize constitutional limitations upon 
the legislative power, and countenance no 
union of Church and State; conseque~tly 

Sunday laws never have been, and n~ver can 
be, sustained upon American principles. 

That this stricture upon the supreme court 
of Arkansas is not unjust, we have the clearest 
proor. The three judges who then composed 
the supreme court were all members of the 
Bar Association of the State. In less than 
three months after this decision was rendered, 
the Bar Association unanimously made a re
port to the State on " law and law reform," 
an official copy of wh~ch we have in our pos
session. In that report, under the heading 
"Sunday Laws," is the following:-

"Our statute, as it stands in Mansfield's Digest, 
provides that' persons who. ate members of any re
ligious society who observe as. Sabbath any other day 
of the week than the Christian Sabbath, or Sun_day, 
shall not be subject to the penalties of this act [the 
Sunday Law], so that they observe one day in seven 
agreeably to the faith and practice of their church 
or society.'-lv[ans. Dig., sec. 1886. 

"This statute had been in force from the time of 
the organization of tlie State government; bu~ it was 
unfortunately repealed by the act of March 3. 1885. 
-Acts 1885,p. 37. 
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"While the Jews adhere, of course, to the letter of 
the original command to remember the S\3venth day 
of the week, there is also in the State a small but re
spectable body of Christians who consistently be
lieye that the seventh day is the proper day to be 
kept sacred; and in the case of Scoles vs. State, our 
supreme court was compelled to affirm a judgment 
against a member of one of these churches, for W01"· 

shiping God according to the dictates of his own con
science, supported, as he supposed, by good theologi
cal arguments. It is very evident that the system 
now in force, savoring as it does very much of relig
ious persecution, is a relic of the Middle Ages, when 
it was thought that men could be made orthodox by 
an act of Parliament. Even in Massachusetts, w !Jere 
Sabbatarian laws have always been enforced' with 
unusual rigor, exceptions are made in favor of per
sons who religiously observe any other day in the 
place of Sunday. We think that the law as it stood 
in Mansfield's Digest should be restored, with such 
an amendment as would prevent tho sale of spirits 
on Sunday, as that was probably the object of re
pealing the above section." 

Now the Arkansas constitution says:-
" All men have a natural and indefeasible right to 

worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
. their own consciences; no man can of right be com
pelled to attend, erect, or support any place of wor
ship, or to maintain any ministry, against his con
sent. No human authority can, in any case or man
ner whatsoever, control or interfere with the right 
of conscience; and no preference shall ever be given 
by law to any religious establishment, denomination, 
or mode of worship, above any other." 

This . report of the Bar Association says: 
"In the case of Scoles vs. State, our supreme 
court was compelled to affirm a judgment 
against a member of one of these churches, 
for worshiping God acpording to the dictates 
of his own conscience." 

Thus the Bar Association of that State de
clare that the supreme court of that State 
confirmed a judgment against a man for doing 
that which the constitution of that State ex
plicitly declares that "all men have a natural 
and indefeasible right to do." 

And the members of the supreme court all 
being members of the Bar Association, in that 
unanimous report of the association they con
fessed that they confirmed a judgment against 
a man for doing that which the constitution, 
which· they were sworn to uphold, explicitly 
declares that "all men have a natural and 
indefeasible right to <;lo." 

And that is how Sunday laws were made 
"constitutional" in Arkansas. A. T. J. 

WE learn from the Norwalk (Illinois) Chron
icle of July 4, that on the previous Friday a mass 
meeting was held by some of the citizens of Hu
ron County, that State, for the purpose of organiz
ing "a County Sabbath Union." Among the 
resolutions adopted on tl).is occasion was one en
dorsing the American Sabbath Union and its 
purposes "so far as now made known." Just how 
much the saving clause was intended to cover, we 
do not know. Perhaps those who drew up the 
resolution can see no harm in passing Sunday 
laws, but are not prepared to endorse that with 
which the so-called Sabbath Union is charged, 
namely, oflaboring to accomplish the same purpose 
as the National Heform Association. But did 
they but know it, the passage of Sunday laws is a 
long step in tl1at direction. 

Another resolution adopted by this-convention 
was as follows:-

''That we approve and commend the passage of 

' 

the Blair Sunday-Rest bill, • • . and we especially 
commend the amendment suggested in the committee 
of the Senate, the exception from its provisions of all 
who conscientiously keep Saturday or any other day 
as Sabbath." 

The committee did not apparently see anything 
incongruous in the idea of making a difference 
on account of religion. Why should those who 

, keep some other day be exempted from the pro
visions of the law, if, as is so presistently urged, 
it is simply a sanitary measure? The very fact 
that they are willing to grant an exemption on 
account of religious scruples shows that it is a 
religious measure. The trouble with the whole 
business is, that Sunday is a religious institution 
and it is useless to try to disguise the fact or to 
make it appear that legislation in regard to it is 
not religious legislation. 

Again, they propose to except those \vho 
· "conscientiously" keep any other day. How do 

they expect to kMw when it is conscientiously 
done? Shall the civil courts decide cases of con
seieuce? 

"A Very Interesting Question," 
Indeed. 

IN the'' hearing" before the Senate Committee 
last -\vinter, in behalf of the 'proposed oamendment 
establishing a Christian religion, the following 
colloquy took place:-

"Rev. George K Morris, D. D.-The Roman 
Catholics in 1886 were represented to be 7,200,-
000 citizens including children. The evangelical 
population at that time-not the church member
ship only, but population-pumbered 42,646,279." 

"Tlte Chairman-You count men, women, and 
children? 

"Dr. Morris-In all cases. 
"The Chairman-And entirely regardless now 

of what is called experiencing religion ? 
"Dr. Morris-Yes sir, in each case, Catholic 

anc1 evangelical, we give the population, those 
who entertain the doctrines of the church. 

" The Ohairman-:;In that, do you count all 
who are Catholics on one side and all who are 
not Catholics on the other? 

"Dr .. Morris-No, sir. 'we count all who are 
Catholics on one side and all who are of the 
evangelical faiths on the other side. 

" The Chairman-How large a residuum or 
fraction is remaining that makes up the entire 
people? 

'' JJr. Morris-Unfortunately, I have not pre
pared myself upon that. 

" The Chairman-How many did you estimate 
that the evangelicals numbered in 1886? 

"Dr. Mm·ris-Forty-two millions six hundred 
a-1.1d forty-six thousand two hundred and seventy
nine. 

"The Chairman-And the Catholics? 
"Dr. Morris-The Catholic population 7,200-

000. 
"The Chairman-The total being 50,000,000 

in 1880, the gain between 5o,ooo;ooo and tlJe true 
population in 1886, would represent all the other 
classes who belong to no church whatever? 

"Dr. Morris-The atheists, those who entirely 
reject the Christian faith. 

" The Chairman-You substantially i.aclu~e 
everybody in the evangelical estimate except the 
Catholics. 

"Dr. Morris-! have not looked closely into 
that question. 

"The Chairman-There· were -50,000,000 peo
ple in 1880 and in 1886 there may have been 
58,000,000 perhaps. 

"Dr. Morris-Yes, I understand that this es· 
timate allows for the population which is stlpposed 
to be purely atheistic, rejecting all Christian 
faiths. They are comparatively a small number, 

"Senator George-Exclusive of the Mormons 
"too? 

"Dr. Morris-No, not the Mormons. They 
would be evangelical in one sense. 

"Senator Palmer-You assume all who are 
not atheists and all who are not Catholics, to be 
evangelical? 

"Dr. Mm,ris-Yes, sir. Pretty nearly so. 
"The Chairman-You include all who arc 

known as agnostics· perhaps as evangelical then? 
"Dr. Morris-The agnostics, properly speak

ing, are so small in number that they have 
scarcely entered into the computation. 

"The Chairman-But the fact seems to be 
that there is a great body of people who are not 
communicants of churches, who have no special 
active affirmative faith in the evangelical creeds 
or in Roman Catholicism, which, I suppose, is 
nearly one-third of our people; I think it is. 

"Senutor Palmer-The agnostics are a relig
ious people, more so than many of our people. 

"The Chairman-Mr. Ingersoll is an agnostic. 
He leads a type of agnosticism in the country. 

"Senator Palmer-He is atheistic. 
"The Chairman-He is an agnostic. 
"Senator George-That raises a very interest

ing question as to what is the Christian religion." 
That is a fact. In that sentence Senator 

George hit the nail on the head, with a mighty 
stroke. The discussions of those who favor that 
proposed amendment show in miniature and in a 
very mild way, indeed, the contentions that 
would inevitably arise over the question as to 
what is the Christian religion, should that amend
ment ever be adopted. If the author of that res
olution is wise, l1e will have learned wisdom by 
all this and will drop that thing forever. 

A. '.r, J. 

That Sunday Saloon. 

THERE is sufficient agitation going on at pres
ent over the subject ®f saloons to make one think 
it quite an important question. And it is undoubt
edly true, speaking in general terms, that the 
subject is an important one. At present, how
ever, the principal interest seems to center in the 
·sunday phase of the question. The zealots who 
are engineering the National Reform craft, some 
time ago discovered a powerful ally in the shape 
of the temperance sentiment, aud consequently 
they steered directly for the respective headquar
ters of the Prohibition party and the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, in order that the 
ardent Sunday partisans in these organizations 
might get on board, which they did with such 
amazing spryness as to make it appear that they 
had been waiting some time for the privilege. 
Since then these united forces have decided that 
the saloon is a menace to our free institutions (on 
Sunday), that our government is in danger from 
this source (on Sunday), and that this .Peril which 
threatens us (on Sunday) must be promptly met 
and summarily stopped (on Sunday). Truly 
what a terribly awfnl thing this Sunday saloon is, 
anyway; and what a peaceable, moral, and alto
gether lovely and legitimate institution it suddenly 
becomes from Monday morning to Saturday 
night! 

Seriously, we do not like to see the intelligence 
of the American people insulted by such argu
ments as are made nowadays in behalf of this 
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question. "Half a loaf is better than no .loaf at 
all, so·we had better get the saloons closed on 

. Sunday than not have them close& at all," etc. 
Well! and so the temperance party is going to 
compromise with the saloon element, is it? And 
if the bad, wicked Sunday saloon will just con
sent to go out of busii1ess, the good, moral, six
day" saloon, will be allowed to continue, and the 
temperance people will pat it on the back and 
generally encourage it, eh? 

This is undoubtedly what such an argument 
means, if it means anything, for the same power 
that can close the saloons on Suuday can close 
them every other day in the week, as they de
serve to be; and all this talk about "half a ]oat;" 
etc., is simply saying that half a loaf is all they 
want on this question. 

As long as the Sunday saloon is classed with 
Sunday newspapers, 8unday base-ball, etc., peo
ple naturally consider that it is legitimate on 
other days. And why not? ·Base-ball, news
papers, etc., are legitimate, certainly, and when
ever the saloon is classed in with such thing'!!, 
people necessarily conclude that, apart f~;,{)m Sun
day, the saloon is just as honest as any of these 
things mentioned. 

The saloon should certainly be opposed, and 
the whole of the accursed traffic connected with 
it should be wiped out forever; but, let our op
position be based upon the consistent grounds that 
the saloon is pernicious in its work an(\ effects; 
not only on Sunday, but upon every other day 
ofthe week as well. ' J. W. ScoLES. 

The- Purpose of the National Re-
. formers. 

·~ I 

i 

would not think of abolishing these laws because 
a few brethren object." Translated into tren

.chant English, this means we 11Jould coerce·the mi
nority into obedience to State and National Sun
day laws, · without regard to their cOnscientious 
8C1'Uples. All right, brethren; if you think that to 
be the ~pirit of the gospel, push your efforts and 
compel the government of the United States to 
support them, if you can. We shall continue to' 
obey Jehovah, to protest against your injustice, 
and to leave the result. with Him who ruleth 
among the nations of men. Judging by the his
tory of the past, He has much larger resources 
wherewith to defend truth and righteousness than 
the National Reform Association and the Ameri
can Congress combined. We wish all the advo-. 
cates of Sunday laws were as honest as some of 
them are in avowing their real purpose. \Ve re
spect one, who openly declares that he should 
think himself to be serving God by disregarding 
our rights, more than we can respect one who in
sists that he has no intention of doing this, but · 

• continues to urge those steps which must do it, if 
successful. If a man aims at the spot where you 
stand, and " has shoot in his eye," you know what 
to expect; if he seeks to "shoot around the cor
ner," you know what he would be. glad to do if he 
dared.-The Light of Home, Seven;tlvday Baptist., 
Alfred. Oentre, N. Y. 

Church and State. 

THE whole mission of the church of God is to 
preach the g.Jspel. Its career lies within the 
kingdoms of earth, but it is not of them. When 
the policy of the nations is such as to give the · 
church free scope in its work, the church does 

AccoRDING to the report of Secretary Wylie, not become an appendage to the State, but 
of the National Reform Association, Miss Anna rather uses this liberty to preach the gospel. 
Shaw in her argument before the Woman's Chris- \Vhen her work is opposed, and she is persecuted 
·tian Temperance Union, of Steuben County, by the world, she may petition or remonstrate 
Indiana, claimed that the safety of the re- against being hampenid in her mission. But 
public in point of Sunday obse1:vance, National whether this avail or not, she must go onward. 
Reform, temperance reform, etc., depends upon faithfully in her great wo,r~. 
granting the elective franchise to women. The The work of the State (whatever form it as
claim is supported by Secretary \Vylie, who closes sumes) is to supervise the life of citizens, and to 
his letter with the following:- legislate and enforce those things wl1ich ate nec-

"The address carried conviction to many hearts. essary for upholding right and punishing crime. 
Some who have resisted every argument they have They are both ordained of. God. The two must 
heretofore heard, yielded to the invincible logic of never be confounded. Our Master said, " Render 
Miss Shaw. The whole address, as well as other ex- therefore unto Cresar thtJ things which are Cresar's; 
ercises, was leavened with Bible truth as to .civil and unto God the things which are God's. ' 
government. 

"Delegates were appointed to attend the National And yet the church does shed down ·upon the 
Reform Convention in Pittsburg, in April. Among . atena of civil life a benediction. It by grace 
theresolutiims passed was one on the Sabbath ques- qualifies its members to be honest, sobet-minded· 
tion endorsing the Blair' Sunday-Rest bill.'" citizens, and sends them forth as such. But she 

In the light of the foregoing, it is evident that can have nothing to do with politics. She can 
theW. C. T. U. of that locality are thoroughly have no relation of mutual support established 
committed to the religio-political schemes of the between l1erself and the State. 
National Reformers. The State has in all ages tried to bribe and 

i,L'he intolerance of the National Reform move- gui~e the church, that it might secure control 
ment is set forth in a letter from another secre- through her of the members. Let us see. Iu 
tary--Foster-of the National Reform Associa· the Southern States the negro Baptist preachers, 
tion, in the issue of the Christian Statesman of and perl1aps others, are very ignorant, very venal, 
March 14. Referring to a lecture given by and have great control over their people. In 
himself at the Kentucky State University, Louis- nearly all sections of the South, in closely con
vil\~ Secretary Foster said:- tested· elections, the effort is made to bribe the 

"An opportunity was given to ask questions. A preacher and. through him ·conttol the congrega
studeut asked: 'Would not the enactment of ana- tion. ·This ·effort· is largely successful. . ·, . 
tiona! Sabbath law oppress the conscience of those who The church is prostituted, fot money, from its 
keep. the seventh day?' It was answered: 'We high mission, to be the servant.of corrupt politi
have Sabbath laws already in every State in the Union, cal partisans. 
with the exception of California. We would not 
think of abolishing these laws because a few breth- The English prelatical church, and other es-
ren object. Now what we want is tohave.theNation .. tablished ~hurches receiving from the civil power 
fall into line with the States.'" protection and support and honor, pay it back in 

This is putting it rather delicately. "We loyal protestations·· and service~ The church 

serves the State as its master. Note the loyality 
oftheAnglican Church to the Stuarts. Note the 
Toryism of the Episcopalians during the Revo
lutionary War. 

Several of the Protestant churches of this 
country have voluntarily sold themselves, or be
stowed their church influence to the fmtherance 
of some political issue. And various denomina
tions, protesting their loyality to the present gov
ernment, have sought, by way of return, to shape 
its policy. They memorialize it about how to 
treat the Mormons, prohibition, Knight>~ of Labor, 
etc. Of course this is apal't from the proper 
work of the church. ']'he church teaches her 
members to be. good citizens, but she has nothing 
to do with dogmatizing about forms of govern
ment or questions of civil policy. Whenever she 
has done so she has blundered, and her sl1ame 
has sooner or later become manifest. 

But clliefly the Romish Church has sold her
self to the governments of earth. It is her policy 
in every land. Through her priests she controls 
her people. Everywhere she traffics with the 
civil power, to enhance her ecclesiastical prerog
atives: In the United States she sells her votes 
to the party that is most subservient, and that 
gives tl1e largest returns in the way of money 
and influence. In Ireland~ she, so far as she 
dares, throws her influence with the Home Rule 
party, to maintain her power over them. In 
Germany she sells her influence to despotic Bis
marck, that she may increase the influence of her 
bishops. Such is ber policy. Everywhere, for 
her own advancement, she bargains and traffics 
with the powers of the world. And it is to that 
shameless and persistent policy that she owes her 
worldly grandeur and power; And now, these 
facts being notorious, let us consider them in the 
light of the following statements :-

1. Such a policy is, so fat as it is pursued, 
betrayal of the gospel. T4ere is but one work 
that God has imposed on the church. There is 
but one Master that is tolerated. There is but 
one motive controlling all service. . 

, 2. If a church is zealous of worldly honor it 
tnust lose in spiritual power. Grand edifices, 
parade of wealth, political power, the suffrage of 
the influential, may appeal to the people of earth, 
but the church that seeks these things and boasts 
oftbem is turned away from God's service, and is 
become shorn of spiritual power. It can no 
longer do its great work singly. 

3. The world honors in word, and fawns upon, 
the church that it uses. But in its secret heart 
it despises such a church. Note how politicians 
treat politely and deferentially the negro preach
ers, and yet when their backs are turned sneer at 
them for their venality. Note how the secular 
press respectfully and graveiy records the Romish 
parades and ceremonies, and yet read between 
the lines the contempt felt for ·Romanism as a 
spiritual reli~ion. . 

From all which we gather the injunction that • 
the church keep itself unspotted from t,he world 
rejecting its bribes, tefusing its yoke.-Rev. J. A, 
Soolt, Jr., in Christian at lVo1'k, 1887. 

GovERNMENTS have it not in their power to do 
their subjects,the least service as to their religious 
beliefs and mode of worsHip. On the contrary, 
whenever the civil magistrate interposes his au
thority in matters of religion, otherwise than in 
keeping the peace amongst all religious parties, 
you may trace every step he has taken by the· 
mischievous effects his interposition has produced," 
-Bu1·glt. 
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· NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him. by some 
friend, anrl that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

WE are thankful to the friends who have sent 
us newspapers, clippings, etc., giving items of in
terest in the work to which the SENTINEL is de
voted. All such favors are fully appreciated. 

To· our 4lontributors and correspondents we 
would say, If your matter does not appear imme
diately do not conclude that )t is not wanted. 
We do the best we can with all, though some may 
have to wait a while. 

THE district secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union for the California district is Rev. A. J. 
Nelson, D. D. He says that "Dr. Crafts is the in
spiration of the American Sabbath Union." We 
think that that is correct, and we have thought 
so ever since that Union was formed. We are 
satisfied t}lat that is just as high a source as any 
from which the inspiration of that movement ever 
can come. 

THE National Reform Association, not content 
with the alliance of the Woman's Christian Tem
perance Union, is mustering the women on its 
own account. It has a "special secretary of the 
National Reform Association", Mrs. E. J. Croth
ers, of New York, " for the formation of National 
Reform Circles" of' women called "King's Daugh
ters." The purpose of the organization "is to dis
seminate National Reform literature and to raise 
money for the cause." vVoruan .was :first in the 
transgression, and we are afraid she is going to be 
the last. It is too bad. 

SUNDAY night, August 4, in the United Pres
byterian Church of San Francisco, Dr. A. J. Nel
son said that "Dr. Crafts is the originator and in
spiration and embodiment of the American Sab
bath Union." This explains why the SENTINEL 
has· had to mention Mr. Crafts so often. We did 
not like to do it because, to those who do not un
derstand the whole matter, it appears as though 
the SEN'riNEL was making this a personal contest. 
But we are not. The SENTINEL is opposing the 
whole Sunday-law movement, in whatever form 
it appoors, and the American Sabbath Union in 
particular, and as that organization is embodied 
in Mr. Crafts, we are compelled, in the nature of 
the case, to mention his name a good deal. But 
let no one think that it is a personal matter. 
However, a~ Mr. Crafts "is the originator, and in
spiration, and embodiment of the American Sab
bath Union," it will be proper henceforth for us to 
refer to him under the title of the American 
Sabbath Union. 

THE American Sabbath Union says that .t 1s 

the business of the law to make all occupations 
safe for those of easy virtue. This was said in an 
argument in behalf of the Sunday law. This ar
gues that they haven't conscience enough to do 
what they think to be right so long as there is 
money to be made in doing what they think is 
wrong, so that government must step in and es
tablish a law, taking away all opportunity to do 

what they think to be w1·ong so they can all do 
what they think is right. Plainly expressed the 
argument is that those people haven't conscience 
enough to do what they think is right~ therefore 
there must be an enactment of law which will 
enable them to do it without conscience. In 
other words they want the civil law to supply 
the place of conscience. And then the Union de
claims against the absence of such that "it de
bauches conscience! " The debauchery of con
science is in the system that they seek to have es
tablished. 

To illustrate the distinction between the civil 
and religious sabbath, and how the church in
sists upon the religious sabbath, while the State 
enforces the civil, the American Sabbath Union 
tells how a farmer set up in his watermelon patch 
a warning, saying: "Boys, don't steal these. mel
ons for they are green, and God sees you." The 
field secretary of the Union sayi:l that this illus
trates how the church forbids Sabbath work be
cause God sees them, while the State only forbids 
it because it is unhealthy. 

But now, here comes Mr. Gault, a djstrict sec
retary of the Union, and says that in that warn
ing:-

" That farmer appealed to divine authority. He 
gave the boys to understand that they must not 
steal melons not only because it inju:ced them, but 
because God saw them; and in that way he reached 
their consciences. Well, that simpl@ idea of the 
farmer expresses the philos9phy that underlies this 
whole question. I believe that government can reach 
the consciences of the people." 

Now when these people get the National Sun
day law, and by that succeed in making effective 
the State Sunday laws, which of these views it is 
that will be carried into effect can be fully known 
beforehand from the known character of the men 
who are conducting_ the cause, as well as from 
the discussion of the subject by those men them
selves. It will then be found that the unhealthy 
part of the melon-stealing has faded entirely from 
view in the overwhelming importance of the fact 
that-the preachers see you. 

THE Telegraph, of Dubuque, Iowa, gives in its 
issue of May 3, 1889, the following excellent rea
sons for ·opposing the National Reform move
ment:-

1. It would be a union of Church and State. 
2. Such a union, as shown by existing Old 

World governments, is not favorable to physical, 
mental, or spiritual progress. 

3. Our Constitution as it is, has for the past 
hundred years worked better than any constitu
tion that any other €arthly government has ever 
had. 

4. It would destroy political liberty, and work 
such confusion in the religious world as to.eu
danger Christianity itself. 

5. Religious belief would become a test for 
office, which would breed a race of hypocrites. 

6. All the reforms which the association regard 
as necessary, can be accomplished without resort
ing to the dangerous measures which they pro
pose. 

7. The government affords every protection to 
all classes for the ·propagation of their religious 
views, and with this encouragement, with the good 
wishes of even non-church membm·s, with theolog
ical schools constantly graduating preachers, the 
clergy should be able to create a moral public sen
timent, without endangering the public school sys
tem, and menacing evil to all that every patriot 
holqs qea:r. 

The Telegraph concludes its article thus:-'-
" That an association composed mainly of min

isters should appeal to the law to effect by force, 
reforms which should come as the fruition of 
moral suasion, is virtually a confession that the 
pulpit is losing its virility and influence. ·what 
the causes of this loss are, the ministers them
selves are best able to tell. It is probably chiefly 
due to the fact that they don't preach as much 
Christianity as they should." 

ScoTLAND is noted as a Sunday-keeping country. 
It has strict laws in regard to Sunday observance, 
and they are probably more rigidly enforced than 
in any other country in the world. Yet, in his evi
dence before the British House of Commons, a 
few years ago, Sheriff Allison, of' Glasgow, a 
gentleman who may fairly be presumed to know 
something on the subject, said :--:-

"I am sure there are eighty thousand people in 
Glasgow who are just as completely heathens to all 
intents and purposes as the Hottentots of Africa. Of 
course, they have all heard there is a God ; but as to 
any practical operation of the influence of religion 
upon their minds, they never go to church, or to any 
place where moral and religious instruction is carried 
on. I should think there are ten thousand men in 
Glasgow who get drunk on Saturday nighk-who 
are drunk all Sunday, and are in a state of intoxica· 
tion, or half-intoxication, all Monday, and go to work 
on Tuesday. • . • I am decidedly of opinion 
that the overstrained observance of Sunday in Scot
land has perhaps a more prejudicial than beneficial 
effect in manufacturing towns. . . . I think that 
the observance of the Sunday in Catholic countries on 
the Continent is much more conducive to benefit than: 
the strict observance of it in Scotland." 

This is only another evidence showing that 
there is more wickedness under Sunday laws than 
without tl1em. · 

THE Missouri Sabbath Convention was held 
to promote the interest of the. movement for a 
national Sunday law, and a State Union was or
ganized auxiliary to the National, to carry for
ward the work. The ideas expressed in that con
vention by the representative men of it, it is 
certainly fair to presume, show what is the object 
of at least that part of a movement for national 
Sunday laws. Rev. Thomas H. Tatlow read the 
first, and indeed the principal, paper of the con
vention, in which he said:-

" The Sabbath was made for man, that thereby he 
·may secure to himself, out of every week, one day's 
fellowship with God, by meditating on his word, by 
worshiping in his sanctuary, and by individuallv en
tering into his presence, the doors being shut." • 

We have no fault to find with that. It is very 
well expressed. What we object to is the effort 
that these men make to secure such a thing as that 
by civil law. We object also to their claim that 
such an institution as that can be called a civil 
Sabbath, or that la~s fot its ob~ervance should 
be enforced upon civil basis. Such thingS never 
can be. 
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· Mr. Crafts and His Oath. 

NUMBER 32.; 

3-6-'89. 
PROF. A. T. JONES: I expect to be in Mich

igan to speak somewhere-the place is un
der advisement-on evening of June 3d. 
I would be glad to have a kindllf debate, 
not in the interest of personal v1ctory for 
either of us, but of truth, at Kalamazoo or 
some other large town quite near to your 
headquarters, t]J.at your people as well as 
mine may be well represented in the audi
ence; or better still, let it be at the Capital, 
to which people may more readily como 
from all parts of the State. If you agrco, I 
think I could get Lansing pastors to secure 
a hall and advertise the meeting or con
vention. The subject of the debate to be 
the enclosed Sunday Rest Petition, which 
is thefofll1 in which most of the petitioners 
have put their case. 1'hat is, the debate is 
substantially the same as that at Washing
ton, only "before the committee of the 
whole." Yours for the truth, 

WILBUR F. CRAFTS. 

There st.ands the original chal
lenge of Mr. Crafts. It shows that 
no such statement or condition was 
made, as that the debate was subject 
to the approval of anybody; and as 
for the ministers of Kalamazoo, 
they are not even mentioned. 'fhe 
only ministers that are referred to 
are "the Lansing pastors," and the 
only mention of them is that if I 
should agree to debate he thought 
he could get the Lansing pastors 
"to secure a hall and ad vcrtise 
the meeting or convention." That 
is all. There is no such . statement 
as that the debate was subject 
to the approval of the Lansing 
pastors; and I repeat, as for the 
Kalamazoo ministers, they are not 
even mentioned in the letter. Mr. 
Crafts may say that he meant it so, 
or that he intended to say so; but 
that is not the question. He said 
that we "might properly be called 
to answer either in civil or church 
courts," and we are ready to do so. 
But he must bear in mind that when 
he comes into either a ci vi! or a 
church court, the question will not 
turn upon what he meant, or what 
he intended to say, but upon what 
he said. The above letter shows 
what he said. He swears that that 
challenge will show that a debate at 
Kalamazoo was "subject to the ap
proval of the ministers of that city." 
The challenge shows nothing of the 
kind. Mr. Crafts has sworn that 
the challenge says what it does not 
say. 

Further: Even though the chal
lenge had adually said that the de
bate was ;;abject to the approval of 
the Lansing pastors, still it would 
be a false oath, because he swears 
that it was subject to the approval 
of the ministers of Kalamazoo. But 
the challenge does not even say of 
the Lansing pastors what ~'lr. Crafts 
swears it says of the ministers of 
Kalamazoo. Therefore it is demon
strated that on this point his oath 
is not true in any sense. If he must 
,;wear he ought to swear to the truth. 

1 He may plead that he made this 
canditionJn a letter written to Re11.. 
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W. A. Waterman of Kalamazoo. 13U.t,how 
was I to know that? And even though it 
were true, what matters it to me, what he 
wrote to Mr. Waterman? . Tbat is not the 
question. The question is npon what lw 
wrote to me. He swears that he wrote to 
me what he did not write to mo. That is· 
all there is to that point. 

To this challenge I replied by a letter in 
which I said: ''I gladly accept your proffer 
to debate. Your choice of Kalamazoo as 
the place is pedectly satisfactory." 

Before I received from Mr. Crafts any 
answer to my acceptance of his challenge, I 
was called Lo Chicago, and wrote from there, . 
asking that the place of debate be changed 
front Kalamazoo to Chicago, because to have 
it there would be much more in keeping 
with his idea of having it before the " Com
mittee of the whole." 
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Of this Mr. Crafts states in his affidavit: 
"Before the ministers of Kalamazoo replied, 
Professor Jones wished the place changed 
to Chicago; to wkich I consented, subJect to 
the approval of the lllinoi.~ Sabbrrth Association, 
as is shown hy ~everal of my letters to Pro
fessor Jones." The italics are his own:-

. 4-6-'89. 
PROF. JONES:-

Dear Sir: I will tran~fcr debate to Chicago for Fri
day evening. J>tne 7th, as the reasons y<m give are 
good ones. Please see Rev. Dr. Mandeville, Pres. of 
Illinois Sabbath Association, and see if that organi
zation will joi-n you in arranging for the meeting. 
Music Hall is the proper place. To make sure of ex
penses let ten cent,; be taken at the door, announced 
as "a collectimt of no less than 10 cents each at the 
door to -pay ex\')~nses." The advertising should be 
thoronghly and impartially done, alll.nouncing the 
subjcat and the debaters, giving the whole petition, 
which I will sustrtin and you oppose. You can quote 
yonr pctitition if ,·on ahoose, not in advertising, of 

. course, but as,~ part of your negative argument; but 
I have only 01fe night nnen~aged-the one named
until later in the season. I hone we may have the 
debate over agai>l a_t some other point, with two 
nights or more for it., For the 7th let tlS begin at 8 
sh>\1'1'· and speak 45 minutes each, with 15 each for 
reioiliders. 

'r appoint Dr. J\fandcville to represent me in· tlte 
arrangements, as far a.~ debate is concerned. The ex
penses I lea vc for you and tlte Society to arrange and 
diyide snrplns, if any beyond my usual $10 for trav-
eling cxpeu~cs. W. F. CRAFTS. 

..;,J.:J 

· ~!Here is thefru:·si_wile ofhis letter:-_,. 

, 

In that letter there is no such state
ment as that either the debate or the 
change was subject to the approval of 
the Illinois Sabbath Association. The 
letter says: "I will transfer debate to 
Chicago." He does not say he would 
transfer the debate subject to the ap
proval of the Illinois Association, nor 
anything of the kind; but that he . 
would transfer debate to Chicago, and 
that "as the reasons you gave are 
good ones." The words are plain, 
and without qualification. 

Then, of the Illinois Association he 
says: "Please see Rev. Dr. Mandeville, 
president of the Illinois Sabbath As
sociation, and see if that organization 
will join you in arranging for the meet
ing." I was not to ask Dr. Mandeville 
if that organization 'would approve of 
the debate. I was not to ask whether 
that organization would consent to 
have such a meeting; but to see if that 
organization would join me "in arrang
ing for the meeting." And the only 
thing I ever gathered from Mr. Crafts' 
letters on this point was that if that 
organization would not join in making 
arrangements he woulq name another 
party. 

Again, Mr. Crafts may say that he 
meant that the debate . was subject to 
the approval of the Illinois Sabbath 
Association ; and again I say, The 
question is not what he meant, but 
what he said. He makes oath that 
this letter shows that the change of 
the debate to Chicago was subject to 
the approval of the Illinois Sabbath 
Association. The letter does not show 
it; He has sworn that the letter will 
show what it does not show. He says 
he said so to Dr. Mandeville, :;tnd again 
I say, How was I to know that? and 
what has that to do with this case? 
The question is upon what he wrote 
to me. He swears that the letter to 
me shows what it does not show . 

This further proves true our original 
statement that the concurrence of any 
others was an after consideration, and 
in that proves false his oath that this 
is a "willful and malicious falsehood." 
There being no such condition in the 
original challenge, nor in the letter 
changing debate to Chicago, the only 
way in which any such condition could· 
ever possibly come in would be in the 
way of an after consideration. Thus 
in this third point also, it is clearly 
proved that his oath is contrary to 
fact. 

Having now positively proved by 
his own letters, that in these points 
he has made a false oath, and 
having thus clearly impeached his 
testimony, the SENTINEL might here 
drop the whole subject, and, upon ev
ery principle of law and justice, count 
itself clear; being fully justified hy 
the legal maxim, "falstts in uno,jalsus 
in omnibus-false in one point., false in 
all." But we are willing to waive all 
this, to be more than strictly just, and 
to go further and do all we can to 
make the question plain. 

As he appointed for only one night 
-June 7-and expressed the hope 
that we might have it over again at 
some other point, with two nights or 
more, I did not go to see Dr. Manr1e
ville, but imme(liately wrote again to 
Mr. Crafts, m-lldng him to take more 
nights at first, beer use there could not 
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be a better place than Chic'ago. He replied in the 
following letter (we have not space for jac similes):-

FIELD SECRETARY's OFFICE } 
' 74 E. 90th Street, N.Y., 4-12,-'89. 

PRoF. JONES:-! happen to have open June 12, 13, . 
14, all I can spare at any time. I can come to Chi
cago then for the debate, on several conditions .i 
1. My expenses from Minneapolis and return ana 
locals in Chicago. 2. Both of us to agree not to 
linger after 14th, to speak on Sabbath, lest the at
tendance be weakened, or speeches be made with n<?_ 
chance to reply. 3. The debate to be under joim 
control of your committee and Illinois Sabbath As
sociation, Rev. Dr. Mandeville, P1·esident, Chicago. 
4 The debate to be one continuous debate for the 
three nights. Myself, as affirmative, to speak an 
hour the first nioht, and you to follow with half an 
hour of your reply, "to be continued in our next." 
You to have first hour second night and myself clos
ing half hour. The third night each to speak tw.lcfi) 
-'-Opening addresses 30 minutes each to be followed 
by rejoinders of 15 minutes each-the order to be 
determined by lot, that is, who shall open, &c. 

Your petition I should not consent to debate sep
arately, as it relates to National Reform, with whi«h 
I am not connected, and to Blair amendment, which, 
as·Field Sec., I have no right to work upon. I shall 
however refer to that petition, and you can, of course, 
use it in your argument as far as you consider it per-
tinent. Yours, W. F. CRAFTs. 

Please see Dr. Mandeville and show him this letter 
and Aee what he says about it. As to money above 
expenses of hall and advertising, if any, I should be 
willing to have it given to your denomination and 
Illinois Sabbath Association equally, or more appro
priately, devoted half and half to your literature and 
·ours or better yet, to tho printing of stenographic 
repo~ts of the debate .. I should insist on a compe
tent stenographer takmg down every word, to pre
vent misreporting from going uncorrected. 

These dates have already been refused to the S. S. 
Assembly, that wo.uld have paid $50 for two or three 
addresses, and may be wanted any how. Please 
hasten a final decision. W. F. C. 

This is the last letter I received from Mr. Qrafts 
before he declared the debate off. And as with the 
others, so with this; thm·e is no such statement as 
that the debate was subject to the approval of the 
Illinois Sabbath AssociatiOn or any other party. 
The third condition is: "The debate to be under the 
joint control of your committee and Illinois Sabbath 
Association." Not that these committees were to 
decide, or either of them, whether there was to be 
any debate or not, nor whether tho debate depended 
upon their approval, or the approval of either of 
them; and it is certain that neither I nor my repre
sentatives ever supposed for a moment that these 
committees were to decide whether the debate should 
take place or not. · 

This letter I received in Chicago, April 19, and as 
I was to leave there that same evening for Minne
apolis, I appointed Elders R. M. Kilgore, and George 
B. Starr, of Chicago, to act with the Illinois Sabbath 
Association in making arrangements. They visited 
Dr. Mandeville, and with the following result:-

894 W. ADAMS ST.1 CHICAGO, 1'!1.,} 
April 20, 1889. 

GEO. B. STARR, ESQ., 126 College Place, Chicago, Ill.-
Dea,r Sir: The executive committee of our association met 

yesterday and took under advisement the matter of the pro
posed public debate. After carefully considering the question 
mall its bearln~r, we came to the conclusion indicated in the 
enclosed resolution. Very sincerely yours, 

. C. E. MANDEVII,LE. 
WHEREAS The proposition to hold a public debate between 

Rev. W. F. Crafts an(l Prof. Jones, on the petition for a Sabbath 
Rest bill }las been referred to the Illinois Sabbath Association; 
tllereforEi, 

Resolved, That as the time of tills association is fully' occu
pied with its own work, they do not deem it advisable to spend 
either time o~ money in any discussion which in their judg
ment will in no way conduce to the bette~ observance of the 
Sabpatll. (Fa<J simile opposite.) 

Here we are brought to another point in Dr. 
Crafts' list of sworn charges. He says that-

" The Illinois Sabbath Association declined to ap
prove and arrange the debate, on the gro1.1nd that 
Profe5!!or Jones had shown himself a trickster at the 
'\Vashington hearing, and that his obscure sect were 
not worthy of so much attention." 

1\fr. Crafts has positively sworn, and without qual
ification, that this is true. But the above resolution 
of that association, declared by Dr. ·Mandeville over 
his Gwn signature to be the conclusion to which that 
association came, gives as the sole reason, that in 
their judgment a debate would "in no way conduce 
to the better observance of the Sabbath." 

It may be that the Illinois Association gave to Mr. 
Crafts the statements which he has sworn are true. 
If they did, then the foregoing resolution, and sig
Itature of Dr. Mandeville, show such statement to be 
cleal'ly a prevarication,and Mr. Craft's o!'tth that it i:-~ 
the truth does not help the matter a particle. 
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I next received from Mr. Crafts the following byJ1osta1 card>-

• • N, Y. 4-22-'89. 
Tilinoll! Ssbbath Association dJ> not consent to debate, and so there will, of course, be no debate at Chicago on dates named 

and it. is too l!tte to arran~e tor any other place at present. A new call. for addresses has made it necessary for me to usc thos~ 
dates m t~e hue of my ongmal p~n o.ftour, and so the whole matter Will have to rest ibr the present as I leave home to-morrow 
and shall m few days leave on a wmdmg way for the west. w. F. CRAF·rs. 
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· Before I had time to reply, I received also', by postal card, the following:-

I have hit upon another plan for having the debate in Chi
(Jago in the autumn, on same general plan as I wrote-of which 
I will write you when it is arranged, if others concur in it. 
Probably it will be· a month or more before I can arrange it 
when in vicinity of Chicago in person. w. F. CRAFTS. 

.J9n, route t.-~5-89. Address always, 74 E. \lO, N.Y. 

To these I replied in a letter, which Mr. Crafts has 
sworn "is an abusive private letter." Here is a 
verbatim copy of this "abusive letter":-

OTTAWA, Kansas, May 3,1889. 
Dr. W. F. Orafts, New York City-

DEAR Sm: Your card of April 25th received at this 
place yesterday. I was about to answer your other 
card anyhow. 

Your plan of having the debate in Chicago ;in the 
autumn is satisfactory if it shall be made definite 
and carried out. 

You speak in your card of writing to me about it 
"when it is arranged, if others concur in it." I fail to 
see what the concurrence or non-concurrence of 
othGrs can have to do with it. I was not challenged 
'by any others than yourself to debate; I had no 
others in view to debate with when I accepted your 
challenge. The challenge has come from yourself; 
the proposition, the division of time, and all o~hcr 
suggestions in regard to the debate, have come from 
you, and have been accepted by me. And the an
nouncement has been made by you in the East that 
it was to be. The Ch,ristian-Statesman and the Herald 
of Reform have announced it; and I count it wholly 
an inadequate reason for your declaring the debate 
off, as already arranged for Chicage, June 12, 13, 14, 
that the Illinois Sunday Association decline to have 
any part in it. 

The obtaining of the hall, advertising, and other 
local arrangements for the discussion, were not 
wholly dependent upon Dr. Mandeville, and the 
executive committee of which he is chairman; there 
are other people in Chicago besides these, who cer
tainly could attend to that just as well as they. And, 
I repeat, their declining is no valid excuse at all for 
your setting aside your own challenge, your own 
propositions, and your own appointment of dates, 
which I had accepted without qualification. 

Yet all this I am willing to pass by if you will 
within a reasonable time appoint a date to which 
you will certainly stand. 

I care nothing for the concurrence or non-concur
rence of others; but unless some date is definitely 
settled, as above suggested, I shall hold you to the 
date already fixed, and hold you alone responsible 
for the failure of the debate to come off upon the 
date specified1 June 12, 13, 14. 

It certainly is an unusual thing for a challenger to 
declare a meeting off simply because certain third 
parties decline to have anything to do with making 
arrangements. Such proceeding is too much like 
trifling, to much like child's play, for me to look 
upon it with much favor. 

I hope you may soon be able to fix a definite time, 
whenever it may be; but I cannot promise now to 
accept whatever date you might name, because cer
tain important arrangements have been made for 

- my work in the fall, which would, in a certain meas
ure, have to be conformed to; but this will not be 
much of an interference, because we can surely fix 
upon a date without much difficulty. 

Hoping to lwar a favorable report from you soon, 
I remain, V cry respectfully yours, etc., 

Ar,oNzo T .. JoNES. 

.Z,fo 9V(,_ 
Now I am willing to submit to any civil or church 

co1.1rt to decide whether this is an abusive letter or 
not. 

In answer to that letter I received from Dr. Crafts, 
by postal card, the following:-

ADDRESs 74 E. 90TH ST.,, N. Y. 5-8-89. 
I do not like the tone or wording of your letter. Ihavenever 

accepted challenge except on condition; in the first case, that 
Kalamazoo pastors wouli:l arrange in roy behalf,.and when you 
wished a change, that Illinois Association, in whose field you 
wished to have it, would see that my interests were fairly at· 
tended to. By referring to my letters you will see that I have 
kept to my agreement. I cannot allow yon to arrange the de
bate, nor are there others in Chicago to whom it would be 
proper for·me to turn. W. F. CRAFTS, 

Field Secrelary American Scibbath Union. 
I am doing alii can to arrange for the debate. 

There is a point he1·e worthy of particular notice. 
In the second sentence he says, "I have never ac
cepted challenge except on condition,' etc. In this 
he deftly turns the whole case around, makes him
self the challenged party, and, of course, in that 
event makes me the challenging party. This opened 
the way for him to decline the challenge, as I found 
announced by Dr. Nelson when I reached Oakland. 
But it is just about as unusual a thing for a man to 
decline his own challenge, as it is for the challenging 
party to deClare a meeting off because certain third 
parties will not help make arrangements. 

It is true that on that card he said he was doing 
all that he could to arrange for the debate; but as I 
had told him plainly in my last letter, that unless 
some date to which he would stand was soon defi
nitely settled, I would hold him to the date already 
fixed; and would hold him alone responsible for the 
failure ofthe debate to com.e off at the time specified; 
as there was then more than a month before that 
time should come, and as I have received no com
munication from .him since, I yet hold him alone 
responsible for the failure of the debate to come off 
at the time appointed by himself-June 12, 13, 14. 
I further hold that the failure was without valid ex
cuse on his part; and that the record fully sustains 
me in so holding. And yet after all this he had the 
face to stand up in open convention in San Francisco, 
August 16, and tell the audience that "Professor 
.Tones has been wanting to debate with me;" inten
tionally conveying the impression thafl had been 

the aggressive party, and' that he was the noble one 
who l}ad the virtue to decline. Yes, he did decline 
to debate, that is a fact; but it was his own challenge 
that he declined. And we freely allow him all the 
credit, and grant him all the honor, that attaches to 
such action in the minds of honorable men, 

Mr. Crafts further says that as late as June 9, at 
Milwaukee, he told Rev. Mr. Corliss, of Battle Creek, 
that he was "hoping to have the debate in Califor
nia, or at Battle Creek." He says also that, "two 
days before" he said the same thing to somebody 
else whom he "met in Chicago." But what was all 
that to me? He did not say anything of that kind 
to me, neither at that time, nor up to this tim"e. 
Mr. Corliss was not acting for me. Whether I 
could debate or not did not depend upon the con
currence of somebody else. My acceptance of Mr. 
Crafts's challenge was not subject to the approval of 
Mr. Corliss or some unnamed, and perhaps unknown 
person, whom Mr. Crafts happened to meet in Chi
cago. I was ~onducting my part of the controversy 
myself, and supposed Mr. Crafts was capable of do
ing the same thing for himself.· In that supposition 
it seems I made a mistake, for which I humbly beg 
his pardon. 

It is thus clearly demonstrated by every count 
that Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, Field Secretary of the 
American Sabbath Union, has positively sworn to 
things which are not in any .eense true. Yet even 
though all this he has done, I do not accuse him of 
"willful and malicious" false swearing. I only say 
that Mr. Crafts, failing to keep copies of his letters, 
forgot what he had written, and then swore to what 
he had not written. He ought to be more careful of 
his letters, and much more careful of his oath. 

Yet if such is the case with Mr. Crafts' unqualified 
oath, with what confidence can the people receive 

his unsupported word? And if he is so reckless of 
a solemn, deliberate oath, how careful is he apt to 
be of common running statements? 

It is well known by all who have heard Mr. 
Crafts speak on the Sunday-rest subject, that he 
takes great delight in displaying, as an emblem of 
the Sunday-law movement, an Oriental saw that 
works only on the back stroke. In view of the evi
dence which we have presented ·in this case, we 
think it may be unanimously agreed that that back
wards saw is a most fitting emblem for Mr. Crafts to 
display. We would suggest that he have enough of 
the same pattern made so that he and the members 
of the Executive Committee of the Illinois Sabbath 
Association, can each have at least one to wear con
stantly. 

Having now fully proved that the SENTINEL stated 
the facts, it is but just to the editors of the SENTINEL 
to say that neither of them wrote the article in ques
tion. Both the editors of the SENTINEL were in the 
State of New York when that SENTINEL was issued, 
and did not know that the article had been written 
until after Mr. Crafts had published his sworn state
ment, when each of the editors received a copy of 
Mr. Crafts's affidavit and a copy of that number of 
the SENTINEL in the same mail. There are' words 
used in the article that neither of the editors would 
have used. 'Q:tere is a tone to the comments upon 
the fact which neither of the editors of the SENTINEL 
would have put into an article. For these things, 
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we are sorry on our own part, and offer to Mr. 
Crafts our apology; but for the article's statement of 
the facts, we have no apology to make. In connec
tion with that, the only thing we are sorry for is on 
Mr. Crafts's part. We are sorry that he sheuld be so 
careless as not .to keep copies of such important let
ters; and that upon that he should be so forgetful of 
what he had written; and that then above all he 
sho~ld be so reckless of a solemn oath as to swear 
that he wrote to me what he did not write to me. 

A. T. J, 

That Gracious Change. 

THE American Sabbath Union makes great 
objections because the SENTINEL, whenever we 
have occasion to refer to the object of the Blair 
Sunday bill quotes it as it is written, to promote 
its observance as a day of religious worship, and 
to secure the religious observance of the day. 
The Union says:- · 

" It was stated in the hearing ofthe chief promoter of 
the counter-petition at the time of the Washington 
convention and hearing, that t}Je word "promote" in 

· this connection would be changed to " protect," so 
that public worship, so far as this bill is concerned, 
would simply have that protection which any legiti
mate institution of the American people is entitled to 
on that day." 

We know that the statement was made at the 
convention that this change should be made. We 
also know that n9 such statement was made hy 
anybody having authority to make it, as that 
this change 1vould be n1ade. The following quo
tation from the official copy of the hearing will · 
give the facts on that point:-

"Mrs: Bate ham-I wish to say also, that one 
of the requests of our National Woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union was that the word 'pro
J?Ote' should be changed to 'protect' in the 
title of the bill, so that it should have no appear
ance of what all Americans object to, any union 
of Church and State. That amendment was 
proposed ami accepted by the American Sab
bath Union, the 0rganized body which has just 
been in session in this city. 

"The Chairman-Do yon not think that the 
word 'protect' implies power to command and 
compel? An army protects. · 

"Mrs. Bateham-All our laws protect us, -do 
they not? 

'' J'he Chairman-You would make this a law? 
"llfrs. Bateham-I suggest that the bill be 

made a law and that it be a law that shall pro
tect the civil Sabbath, not to promote religious 
worship but to protect the day as a day of rest 
and of reljgious worship. 

" The G hairman-It seems to me that 'protect' 
is a stronger and more interfering word than 
'promote.' However all of these suggestions 
are important." 

That is all that was said about it at the hear
ing by anybody who had any authority to 
speak on the subject. And the only point in 
·that is, that the word protect is a stronger and 
more interfering word than promote. 

Not only is this so but it was intended to be 
so, when the change was recommended, and by 
those who recommended it. In answer to ques
tions at the minister's meeting in San Francisco, 
August 5, the American Sabbath Union said 
that they themselves particularly objected to 
the word promote in the original bill, and asked 
that it be changed to protect. And then he 
gave the reason, which was, that "the effect of 
the word promote would be only to make an open 
daywhich the.religious people could ]i.eep relig
iously while those who were not religious could 
do a~ they chose." From this, it is perfectly 

plain that the direct object in substitutrng protect 
for promote is to make the bill stronger than it 
would be as Mr. Blair framed it. 

From this it is also clear that the Sunday-law 
managers do not intend that people who are not 
religious shall spend that day as they choose 
even when they do not work. And to see what 
they do intend, let us put those statemei1ts to
gether again. The word promote would allow 
the\religious people to keep the day religiously 
and those who are not religious to keep it as they 
choose. That is not satisfactory, therefore they 
want promote changed to protect. The only 
logic of that is that the effect of the word protect 
would be to require those who are not religious 
to keep the day religiously instead of as they 
should choose. This conclusion is fully sustained 
by the title of the bill as proposed in the substi
tution. It reads :-

"A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of 
the Lord's day, commonly known as Sunday, as a 
day of rest and to protect its observance as a day of 
religious worship." 

The only thing that is proposed to be protected, 
is the observance of Sunday as a day of religious 
worship. It is not to protect the people who 
worship, nor protect them in their right to wor
ship as they choose, but to protect the day itself, 
and to protect it only as a day of religious wor
ship. It is not to be protected as a day of rest 
·or a day of recreation, nor its observance as people 
choose, but specifically its observance as a day 
of religious worship. That is indeed a stronger 
and more interfering word than is the word pro
mote. Senator Blair was right. And all this 
clearly demonstrates that the plea that is made 
by the American Sabbath Union that the word 
should be changed · to protect as though that 
were to modify the force of the proposed Act, is 
nothing but a piece of unmitigated sophistry. 

A. T. J, 

Teach Them to Be Men. 

SuNDAY and Monday, August 4 and 5, were 
field days in Oakland and San Francisco for the 
field secretary of the American Sabbath Union. 
He spoke at 11 o'clock Sunday in the Howard 
Street Methodist Church, San Francisco. The 
pastor, Rev. Dr. Harcourt, introduced him as 
having been a prominent minister of the Metho
dist Church, and now an honored minister of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

1\'Ir. Crafts began by saying that the American 
Sabbath Union was formed in the last General 
Conference of theM. E. Church, and that "Bishop 
Newman gave it its happy name of American 
Sabbath Union instead of a National Sabbath 
Union,'' and that it is intended tmder the name 
American to maintain the golden mean between 
the Puritan Sunday on one hand and the Conti
nental Sunday on the other. He declared the 
American Sabbath to be "more important than 
the American Constitution," because its observ
ance "gives opportunity for moral culture and so 
saves the country from drifting into despotism," 
and that therefore it is "the very tap-root" of 
the Constitution. He endeavored to distinguish 
between the religious and the civil Sabbath by 
saying that these two elements in the Sabbath 
are just as distinct as his two arms. "The right 
arm promotes the religious Sabbath, and the left 
arm preserves the civil Sabbath." "The church 
forbids Sunday work because it is irreligious, 
while the State forbids it because it is unhealthy.'' 
"The church forbids it as a sin against God ; the 
State forbids it as a crime against man.'' 

But it never can be shown that any body's work
ing on Sunday is a crime against man. How would 
it be possible to make it appear that the man 
who works at any proper calling, at any time, 
commits a crime against anybody in so doing? 

He attempted to make crime appem· in it by 
saying that employes are compelled to work on 
Sunday "which is unhealthy, not only to the body, 
but to the mind and morals; " that they are 
kept in a perpetual tread-mill of toil ; that em
ployes have no power to choose, but are com
pelled against their wills to work; and conse
quently Sunday work is a crime against man, 
and therefore the State must forbid it as such. 

Admitting all this there is a fallacy in the de
mand for a Sunday law that utterly destroys all 
of the virtue that they try to put into it. It is 
those that compel others to work, who, according 
to this argument, commit the crime. It is not 
those who voluntarily choose to work at their 
own calling, those who are free, and not subject 
to anybody in the way of employment. But in
stead of asking for a law that would prohibit 
any employer from compelling any employe to 
work on Sunday, they demand that .a law shall 
be enacted prohibiting everybody from doing nny 
work whatever except works of religion, neces
sity, mercy, etc. This shows that it is the observ
ance of the day itself that is aimed at by those 
who demand the Sunday law and not protection 
for those who they say are oppressed. 

The Doctor admitted that the employe is at 
liberty to obey the dictates of his conscience and 
refuse to 'vork if he considered such to be wrong 
on Sunday; but at the same time he declaimed 
against it that it was only a "liberty to go out 
amongst the great army of the unempl~yed and 
take his chances there," and that without a Sun
day law the Nation was Mlus "debauching the 
consciences of the two million employes who were 
compelled to wor-k.'' But all this argument is 
utterly sophistical, as is proved by his own words 
in his speech in the evening of that same day. 
He said he did "not defend any man for work
ing ,against his conscience," that a man "ought to 
be willing to be a martyr for his conscientious 
convictions, yet there was no great fear of martyr
dom in this," because he had searched the world 
over and had "never found one person who had 
lost anything financially by refusing to work on 
Sunday." He said that in the States and Terri~ 
tories of this land he had "found hundreds of in
stances where men had been promoted instead of 
discharged for refusing to work on Sunday.'' To 
illustrate this, and more forcibly to impress l1is 
point, he related a story of Stephen Girard, who 
discharged a man for uot working on Sunday, 
then recommended him for the position of cashier 
in a new bank that was just being, organized be
cause, he said, "that man had too much con
science to work on Sunday, and that's the kind 
of a man whom it is safe to trust to handle other 
people's money.'' This argument is also made 
in Mr. Crafts's book, "Sabbath for Man," page 
4~8, from which we quote a passage. He says:-

"Among other printed questions to which I have 
collected numerous answers was this one : Do you 
know of any instance where a Christian's refusal to 
do work or Sunday trading has resulted in his finan
cial ruin? Of the two hundred answers from persons 
representing all trades and professions not one is a.ffir•rn
at·ive. A western editor thinks that a Christian whose 
refusal to do Sunday work had resulted in his finan
cial ruin would be as great a curiosity as ' the missing 
link.' There are instances in which men have lost 
places by refusing to do Sunday work, but they usually 
found other places as good or better. vVith some 
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there has been ' temporary self-sacrifice, but ultimate 
betterment.' Some avocations have been deserted by 
Christian men, but they have found others not less 
re:J;nunerative. . . . I never knew a case nor can 
I find one in any quarter of the globe where even 
beggary, much less starvation, has resulted from 
courageous and conscientious fidelity to •the Sabbath. 
Even in India, where most of the business commun
ity is heathen, missionaries testify that loyalty to the 
Sabbath in the end brings no worldly loss. On the 
other hand, incidents have come to me by the score, 
of those who have gained even in their worldly pros
perity by daring to do right in the matter of Sunday 
work.'' 

He has filled more than six pages of his book 
with evidence to the same effect. All of which 
we are ready to admit is true, because men 
always respect conscientious conviction;, men re
spect the man who has principle, and who, from 
principle refuses to comprom}se for any temporal 
gain. But instead of cultivating principle in 
men; instead of training them in the integrity of 
conscientious conviction, so that as men of princi
ple, they will stand by their convictions and re
fuse to work, Mr. Crafts and his fellow-workers 
for Sunday laws go about to have the law take 
the place of conscience, and rob men, not only of 
the respect of their employers, but of their own 
self-respect. Instead of cultivating in all, the 
manliness of men, the Sunday-law workers go 
about to establish a system in which all must be 
nursed and coddled as though they were a mass 
of simpletons who must be cared for by the 
State. 

The more this system that is represented in the 
Sunday-law movement is examined in the light 
of righteousness and reason, the more plainly it 
appears that it is the wickedest thing that ever 
struck the earth since the day when the Mystery 
of Iniquity first apveared, and nothing better than 
the arguments of those who advocate the meas
ure is ever needed to demonstrate that this is 

~- ~~~ 

Sunday Laws. 

REv. ·wiLBUR F. CRAFTS of New York, field 
secretary of the American Sabbath Union, has been 
lecturing in Oakland and endeavoring to arouse 
a sentiment favorable to a national law prohibit
ing labor and traffic on the Sabbath day. Mr. 
Crafts argues it is "a theft and an outrage to 
steal !t man's Sabbath away from him." Why 
more" a theft and an outrage" to steal a man's 
Sabbath than to steal any other day? Further
mol~, why should the Sabbath of any particular 
sect be chosen as a day for compulsory rest? 
Under a democratic form of government every 
citizen is guaranteed the right to "life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness." 

It is possible that if a national Sunday law is 
enacted many citizens would be deprived of privi
leges which now enable them to achieve happi
ness in the manner best suited to their conven
ience and desire. Such a law would certainly 
curtail their liberty. Why should <the Jew and 
the l::leventh-day Adventist be compelled by law 

"· to observe the Christian Sabbath as set apart in 
the calendar by a portion of the Christian 
churches? 

Mr. Crafts might perhaps hold that the Chris
tian Sabbath is, under the present regime, the 
most generally observed both as a religious form 
anTi as a day of rest from labor. Then what is the 
necessity for a national law? Those who prefer to 
devote Sunday to the worship of their God are 
privileged to do so; those who desire to wander 
out into the fields and the woods, or to congregate 

where mustc and rational recreation is offered as a 
relief from the cares and worry of the week, 
should not be deprived of that right. And it 
would seem from the tenor of Mr. Crafts's argu
ments that it is this latter class wh~ are to be 
forced to observe a day set apart by the Sabbata
rians. It is not because the toiler is weary with 
his labor and needs rest one day in seven that 
this national Sabbath is to be established, but it 
is a step at least in the direction of compelling the 
toil-weary laborer to seek his rest in the churches 
of the Christian denominations, whether his in
clinations are that way or not. 

There is a tinge of puritanical tyranny in this 
effort to establish a national Sabbath, and it is an 
effort n~t in consonance with our institutions or 
the genius of the government under which we are 
living. l'!foreover, the proposition is sumptuary 
in its character and will not be approved by the 
majority of the people, as was evidenced by the 
vote of the congregation who had listened to Mr. 
Crafts's arguments. The proposal that all traffic 
.shall cease on the national Sabbath is one indica
tion of the drift of the law. This would compel 
large numbers of people living in cities who now 
seek. their· Sunday recreation in the country to re
main at home. The closing of all plaees of busi
ness and secular amusement on this particular day, 
deprives citizens of all opportunity to enjoy them
selves unless they can find compensation for the 
deprivation in the churches or by pedestrian ram
bles perhaps, through the streets of the city in 
which they live or along the highways and byways 
of their country homes. 

As regards Mr. Crafts's arg)lment that a na
tional Sunday law would put a stop to Sunday 
dissipation and riot, that is entirely beside the 
question. Dissipation and riot is no worse on 
one day than on another, and there are laws pro
hibiting such misdemeanors and crimes whenever 
committed. The police are paid to enforce the 
laws and on this score at least there is no neces
sity for a national Sunday law. Certainly ifthe 
Sabbatarians cannot offer better arguments than 
those advanced by Mr. Crafts, they have very lit
tle prospect of ever being able to convince honest., 
fair-thinking men and women of the justice of 
their cause.-Oakland Morning 'Jlirnes, A7tgust 7, 
1889. 

. cuit Court to be holden for tl1e Connt.y of Obion, 
at the Court House in the town or. Troy, Oll 

'Vednesday after first Mom lay in November next, 
then and there to testify and the truth to say in 
behalf of the plaintiff in a certain matter of con
troversy in our said Court depending, wherein 
State of Tennessee is plaintiff aml R. M. King is 
defendant, and this they shall in no wise omit 
under penalty prescribed by him. 

·witness ,V. D. Jones, clerk of our said comt, 
at office, the first Monday in July, A. D. 1889, 
and the 113th year of American Independence. 

[Sigi.led] W. D. JONES, Clerk. 
APPEARANCE BOND. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE } 
Obwn Co. 

We, R. M. King, and--, are held and firmly 
bound unto the State of Tennessee in the penal 
sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, to be levied 
of our respective goods and chattels, lands, tene
ments. 'l.'o be void if the said R. M. King, who 
has this day been arrested on a capias issued 
from the Circuit Court of Obion County, Tenn., 
on a charge of working on Sunday, who shall 
make his personal appearance befot·e the judge of 
the Twelfth Judicial Circuit of Tenn., to be 
holden for said county in the Court House in 
the town of Troy, on \Vednesday after first 
Mo.nday in November, 1889, next, an(l answer 
the said State on said charge and not depart 
without leave of the court, otherwise to remain in 
full force. ~his 19th day of July A. D. 1889. 

[Signed] F. W. PoRDUE, Dpty. 

The- Declaration Denounced. 

THE object of the American Sabbath Union, 
whose work was practically indorsed by one of 
the resolutions passed by the W. C. T. U. of this 
county at its late session, is clearly stated by 
Rev. W. D. Gray, Secretary of the Missouri Sab
bath Union, as follows:-

"I do not believe that governments derive their 
just powers f!·om the consent of the governed, and so 
ihe object of this movement is an attempt to change 
that feature of our fundamental law." 

Can patriotic, fair-minded American citizens 
indorse such doctrines? Are we to practically 
resign the political and religious liberty bought 
by our forefathers at the price of so much blood 
and treasure? If the present combination among 

l a vast number of religious and quasi-political or
' l ganizations sl1all be successful in passing some 

THE-following documents are self-explanatory: such law as the Blair Sunday-Rest Bill, it may 
STATE OF TENNESSEE. · be justly feared that the future measures of this 

Tennessee Follows Suit. 

To THE SHERIFF OF OBION Co.- government will soon be controlled by the same 
Greeting: You are hereby commanded to take influence. All religious despotisms originate by 

the body of R. M. Kil}g, if to be found in your combination and influence, and when that influ
county, and him safely keep, so that you have ence begins to be felt in the politics of a country 
him before the judge of our Circuit Court for the the civil power soon bends to it. 

The results of such action in other nations Co. of O!Jion, at the Court House in the town of 
furnishes to us an awful example of the conse

Troy, Wednesday after the first Monday in quences. Do religious enthusiasts, who are work-
November next, then a:1d there to answer the ing for such a law, realize that they are surely 
State on an indictment for working on Sunday. drifting towards the dogma of the "Divine right 
Herein fail not and have you then and there of Kings," instead of upholding the grand prin
this writ. ciples of the Declaration of Independence, which 

Witness, W. D. Jones, clerk of the-said comt, asserts that "Governments are instituted among 
at office, the :first Monday in July, A. D. 1889, men, deriving their just powers from the consent 

of the governed?" ·when one of the leading 
and the 113th year of the Independence-of the advocates of such a measure sees clearly that the 
United States. work they are doing conflicts with the very fnn-

[Signed] W. D. JONES, Clerk. damental principles on which our gov6lrnment is 
based, it is time that fair-minded Christian people 
pause and take their bearings. Religious and 
civil liberty are guaranteed by our 0onstitution, 
and the American is not a good citizen who 
seeks to-subvert either.-Doily Humboldt Stand-

STA~E OF TENNESSEE. 

To THE SHERIFF oF OBION CouNTY-
Greeting: We command you to summon R. 

J. Coles, W. W. Dobbins, Alex. Wright, and Okes, 
personally to appear before the judge of our Cir- a.rd. · 
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cation. No advertisements of patent medicines, 
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nature accepted. We reserve tho right to reject ANY 
advertisement. 

The Teachers'· Outlook. 
Published by The 'l'eachers' Publ!shing Company, 

Des Moines, Iowa. A monthly magazine fot• teach
ers and pupils that proposes to supplement other 
school journals rather than to occupy the same 
field. It will see!< to provide an Ou~'LOOK upon af
fairs of life and facts in science and nature which 
lllustrate and test theories; to stimulate thought, 
and give the teacher's 1nind o. fresh source of in~ 
splrntion. 

A review of current events, civil and Industrial 
problems, inventors,discovel'ies, etc., will be an im
portant feature of the magazine, and a complete 
review of current literature wUJ also be given by 
competent Cl'itlcs. 

ANOTHER·AND VERYUIPOR'I"ANT FEATURE Of the 
magazine will be that all teachers and students are 
invited to join Its circle of writers, out of which it 
proposes to draw its corps of future contributors. 
On this point It has some original plans of mut
ual helpfulness to carry out. 

WAN'rED, ESPECIALLY-WritEll'S of short, realistic 
stories, and articles 011 natural hiStory and social 
ijcierwe, from the Pacific Coast. Terms given In 
OUTLOOK. !Sample copies 20 cts. None free, 

Civil Government 
anq Religion. 

BY A. T. JONES. 
One of the Editors of tho AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Scriptural, Logical, Plain 
and Forcible. 

This important work shows clearly the relation 
that should exist between Church and State at 
the present time

1 
as proven by the Bible and his

tory of the past twenty-five centuries. 

. "CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION" 
Is a pamphlet of 176large octavo pages. Price 25 
cents. Millions of copies should be placed in the 
hands of thinking people A'r oNcE. It clearly de
fines what position we, as American citizens, 
shoulq sustam toward the cftbrt now on foot to se
cure religious legislation. Address, 

" PACII<'IC l'RESS PUBLISHING CO., 
12th and Castro Sts., Oakland, Cal. 

Or 43 Bond Street, New York, 

Rurut 1Heulth ·Retreat, 
~RYSTA~·-sPRXNG·s,: 

'S'f~'H:ELENAf' 'C.A.L"'" 

1TTHIS delightful Resort offers unrivaled advantages 
'.1. toTouristsandallclal!lsesot'Invalids, 
both ·6iu- Winter and Summer. It is situated on the 
southwestern slope of Howell Mountain, 500 feet nbovc 
and overlooking the noted and beautiful N'n1n' 'ral .. 
.ley, and. 2}6 miles from St. Helena. Tins place is 
noted for 1ts Pure Water, Dry Atmosphere, Clear and 
Balmy Sunshine, Even Temperature, l\Hld Breezes, 
and the absence ofhigh winds, 

TilE RAT.IONA£ TltEATlUENT 
By .niJ known remedial agents is employed in thls In~ 
stttution. With these natural and acquired advantac,-es, 

"'v!e~snnt and des1rable snrroundings,. thorough anct":.ju· 
dtcious treatment, and whole5ome dtct, most invalids 
!VhQ avail themsel~es of these agreeable facilities, rap· 

·)dly recover. Patients have the care of a rerrularly 
graduated Phy!liician of experience, who is assis'ted by 
\~ell.trained and courteous gentleman and lady as· 
.SIStt\nts. 

All Invalills and Tollri~ts may feel as
.·~~~:j f~~t they will be courteo~sly received, ar:d kindly 

For Circulars nnd further particulars, addresS" 
ltURA£ JIE.<\.LTJl RETREAT, 

St. Helena, Val 
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HE ATIONAL UNDAY A W, · · · Sendfor~~~o~~~.olarship,$75 

WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a treatise under this name, 
prepared by Alonzo T. Jones, is now ready for circulation. 

This pamphlet contains the arguments in behalf of the rights of American citizens, and in oppo
sition to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor, Dec. 13, 1888. 

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts has pronounced the report as published · · 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READING," 
And l\fr, Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have 
been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accompanied 
with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. 

As the Sunday question is now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, 
especially legislatOTs, lawyers, judges, and other public men. 1'he argument is 

Based on Scripture and History, Constitution and 
Law, 

Showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of the 
Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the Sunday-law movement of the 
fourth century, the Sunday-law movement of the nineteenth century, the methods used in securing 
indorsements to the petition for the Blair bill, and the workin!!Sc><' such Suni!aylaws as are proposed 
for the UniteilStates. 

· The work 'llontains one hundred and ninety-two pages. Price, 25 cents. Address, 

AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
1059 Castro St .. Oakland, Cal.; 43 Bond St., New York. 

TEN LECTURES 
ON 

NASAL CATARRH· 
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention and Cure, and Diseases 

of the Throat, Eye and Ear, due to Nasal Ca
tarrh; with a chapter of 

CHOICE PRESCRIPTIONS 
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 

Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical and &~rgica~ 

Sanitm·ium in the World. 

The work consists of 120 pages, and is embellished with a colored frontispiece and 

Six Heautifully Cplored Plates, 
Besides many illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. 

This little work costs only 30 cents, and is in great demand. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 
Or 43 Bond Street, New York. 

West Shore Railroad 
N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R. Co. Lessee, 

The Picture~que Route for 8 u sinessand 
Pleasure Travel. 

"SUMMER EXCURSIONS," a handsomely 
illustrated book, giving description of the Hudson 
River, Catskill Mountains, Saratoga" and other 
New York State resorts, will be mailed on receipt 
of five cents in postage stamps, 

For tourist books, time-tables and inforrimtion 
regarding West Shore Railroad, call on or address 
H. B. J AGOE, General Eastern Passenger Agent, 

363Broadway, or 
C. E. LAMBERT, General Passenger Agent, 5 

Vanderbilt Ave., New York. 

A POOR FOUNTAIN PEN 
IS A NUISANCE; 

But a Good One is a Joy Forever. 

We carry a full stock oftllO best makes of fount
ain pens, and feel sure we can suit the most fas
tidious. 

Remit $2.50 and with it send a sample of the 
steel pen wh~ch suits you best, and we w·ill ~end 
YOJ! a fountam pen that will give you satisfaction. 
It IS so <•onvenient to have a pen which is 
always ••eady, and which can be used as 
easily as a lead pencil. 

Give us a trial order. Pens sent by registered 
mail. The trade supplied. Address, 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N. Y. Oakland, Cal. 

OAKLAND, CAI,, 

SAFETY PENCIL POC~KET 

NEAT, CHEAP, SERVICEABLE. 

They perfectly secnre pen or pen ell 
in the pocket, sothatitcannotfall out 
when stooping. Can be easily and 
safely attached to any part of the 
clothing. A small inveotmcnt will 
prevent the Joss of a valuable pen or 
pencil. 

PRICES. • ... ,, 
No. 1, Russio. Leather, for 2 pens, lOc. 
No. 2, " H " 3 " 15c. 
No. 3, " metal back, 

2 pens, - 15c. 
No. 4, Russia Leather, metal back, 

3 pens, - - - . - 20c. 
No. 5, Seal Skin, for 2 pens, ; 15c. 
No. 6, " " " 3 '' 25c. 
l\o. 7, Russia Leather, for4pens, 25c. 

Sent by mail on 1·eceiptof price. We 
guarantee these pockets SUPERIOR 
IN EVERY PARTICULAR to similar 
siyles formerly sold and sti!l offered at 
much hig-her prices. Address,~, 

r .ACIFIC PREss PUBLlSHING Co., ~ ___ ,.,_ 
t>akland, Cal. 

Views of National Reform 
SERIES 1.. 

This is it pamphlet of 151 pages, and contains all 
that the package of 13 tracts formerly published 
under the same name contained. The volume is 
paged consecutively, has an index, so that any 

. tract may be instantly referred to, and is much 
more convenient and attractive than when issued 
as a package of separate tracts. Price, IS .. ents, 
with liberal discount when ordered in quantities. 
Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

Or 43 Bond St., N. Y. Oakland, Cal. 

MORAL AND SCIENTIFIC COMPANION, Flor
ence, Arizona; illustrated, wide-awake; 25e 

per year. Ads lc. per word. 

-SOM:E-

Desirable and Valuable 
NEW BooKs. 

--o--
In the Following List of Miscellaneous Books 

will be Found Something to Interest all. 
We Furnish them Post-paid at the 

PUBLISHERS' PRICES. 
--o--

Lives of the Fathers, Farrar, 2 vols., cloth .... $s.oo 
Life of Christ, Farrar, cloth ........................... x.oo 
'!'he Messages of the Books, Farrar, cloth .... 3.so· 
History of the Interpretation, Farrar, cloth, 3.50 
Life of St. Paul, Farrar ................................. 1.50 
Syriac New Testament.. ............................... , 2.50 
Heads and Faces and How to Study Them, 

cloth ..... , ... ,., .................. , ........................ , I,QO 
Horirs with the Bible, Geikie, 6 vols. in 3, 

cloth ................................................. _ ... 4.50 
Holy Land and the Bible, Geikie, 2 vols ...... s.oo 
How We Got Our Bible, cloth........................ 6o 
roo~ooo Synonyms and Antonyms, cloth ........ 1.00 
Liie of Christ for the Young, Geikie, cloth ... x.so 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

paper...................................................... so 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

cloth ...... ;.................................................. 75 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

cloth, gilt edl{es ....................................... r.oo 

ADDRESS, 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
OAKLAND, CAL., 

Or, 43 BOND ST., NEW YORK. 

NEW NUMBERS OF 

The $entinel Library. 
We are pleased to announce the fol

lowing new numbers in the 
SENTINEL LIBRARY. 

No. r6, A hathe••wn View of the NationaJ 
Reform MO"Vement. Price 3 cents. 

No. '7· Religion and the Pablie Schools. 
Price 4 ceu ts. 

No. r8. The National Sunday Law. Price 
25 cents. 

Sample copies of the above sent postpaid on 
receipt of price 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,, 
43 Bond St., N. Y. OAKLAND, CAL. 

SOCIAL PURITY A vigorous and stirring ad-
• dress on SOCIAL PURITY 

by J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
LARGEST MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SANITARIUM IN THE 
WORLD. Fifth edition. Fiftieth thousand. Also con
tains a "'l'alk to Girls," by MRs. E. E. KELLOGG, 
A. M., Associate Superintendent of Social Pnrity 
Department of the National Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union. This talk is full of helpful sug
gestions to mothers and their daughters respecting 
the means of promoting the development of a higher 
type of womanhood in the rising generation of girls. 
A copy should be placed in the hands of every man, 
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NoTE,-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is seut him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

AT the Young Men's Christian Asssociation 
rooms, 3 P. M., August 5, the Ministers' Associa
tion of San Francisco were addressed by the 
American Sabbath Union on organization. In 
the opening prayer, it was prayed that the Lord 
would "hasten the time when all Sabbath dese
cration shall be stopped and the time when this 
shall be a nation whose God is the Lord." Now 
desecrate is defined to mean "to divest of a sacred 
character or office; to divert from a sacred pur
pose or appropri)ltion ; to treat in a sacrilegious 
manner. Neither that prayer nor the definition 
of the term used in ~he prayer can be made to 
fit onto- a civil Sabbath. 

THE American Sabbath Union argues that all 
Sunday mails can be absolutely stopped because 
such "emergency letters" as would have to be 
delivered on Sunday, may go by telegraph on 
Saturday and such as would have to be sent on 

· Sunday to reach tl1eir destination on Monday, 
can go by telegraP.h on Monday morning. But 
this does not meet the case of such emergency let
ters as could reach their destination, say one lmn
dred or one hundred and fifty miles, within the 
Sunday hours, and "to meet this demand the 
American Sabbath Union says he would have 
"one telegraph operator sitting with his family, 
but within reach of a bell so that he could easily 
be called." But in such a system as this, there 
is ·such an assumption of over lordship as does not 
comport well with the spirit of free institutions. 

· WHAT kind of a religious worship do the Sun
day-law workers intend shall be protected by 
their national Sunday law? Is it the Chinese 
religious worship? Would the Chinooe be al
lowed -to conduct their idolatrous worship, by 
noisy processions with dragons and Chimeras dire? 
It is certain that that would not suit the ideas of 
the Sunday-law workers as comporting with the 
proper observance of the day. But that is relig
ious worship. _ And if it should be obj~cted against 
as not being the kind of re1igious worship con
templated in the Act, the United States courts 
would be forced into the necessity of settling re-

' ligious disputes, and of deciding wha~ is religious 
worship. And if it should be plea~ed, what is 
manifestly designed in the Act, that it:is Christian 
worship only, that is contemplated, and that is to 
be _protected, and the courts should so decide, 
,then there is an established religion at once. 
Which proves again that t~e establishment of a 
mit~onal religion will be the inevitable result of 
a national Sunday law. , 

WHEN it is proposed to stop all Sunday trains, 
boats, and means of distant transportrl.tion, a great 
many people have asked the question involved 
in_ the suggestion of President Ledyard of the 
]\iichigan Central, that if your son or daughter, 

. ·or wife or husband, were lying at the point of 
death, and you were on the way to be with them 
in their lust moments and the train which was 

carrying, you should stop at , midnight, Saturday 
night, and lie there for twenty-four hours, you 
would be ready to say that such Sunday laws 
were not the best thing in the world.. The Amer
ican Sabbath Union meets this suggestion by 
saying:-

" It is true, the dying one might lose some senti
mental comfort by your not being there, but your pres
ence could not prolong his life even if you had been 
able to reach him, and therefore no great harm would 
be done." 

This shows that the Sunday-law managers have 
degenerated into the hard, unfeeling spirit of the 
Pharisees of Christ:s day, who forbade his heal
ing the sick and ministering to the afflicted on 
the Sabbath. And it is time that these were 
learning the direction of Christ to those, " Go ye 
and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy 
and not sacrifice." Matt. 9 : 13. 

A•r the Ocean Grove and other great camp
meetings and places of religious resort, Sunday is 
always the greatest day. The best speakers are 
expected to speak then, the best meetings are ex
pected to be had, the most solemn and lasting 
impr~ssions made, but ·yet the gates are rigidly 
shut. No person from the outside can come in 
at all. People who are busily engaged at their% 
work all the week are shut away from the meet- ' 
ings on Sunday. However impressive the serv
ices, however grand the sermons, none of it is for 
them. It seems that at those places the effort 
and the expectation is to call only the righteous 
to repentance. Sinners can shift for themselves. 
If it were sinners that they wished to call to re
pentance assuredly Sunday is the day wl1en the 
gates should be widest open and the richest wel~ 
come extended to all. That is the day when 
more people can be reached than any other; be
cause by the Sunday laws they are compelled to 
be idle. But instead of doing this, the managers 
of the great religious meetings closely shut all 
approaches on Sunday. They compel the wicked 
to be idle, then shut the gates so they can't'go to 
the meetings and then declaim against the in
creasing Sabbath desecration. How can it be 
otherwise? The wicked are not allowed to work on 
Sunday, they are not allowed to go to the meet
ings on Sunday. They have to fill up the time 
some way; and if they fill it with dissipation who 
is m'ost to blame? It would be well for the man- ·. 
agers of these places of religious resort to bear in · 
mind. that the work of the gospel ofChrist is "not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." . 

NOT long since there was considerable agita
tion for a little while over the Press dispatches 
from Korea, stating that l\lrs. Hattie Heron, late 
of Jonesboro, Tennessee, was · under sentence of 
death in Korea for teaching the doctrines of 
Christianity. Upon this, a correspondent sent 
us the following brief remarks, which we think 
the reacler will appreciate in more ways than 
one:-

"' Inasmuch as ' the powers that be are ordained of 
God;' and as every soul is counAeled to be 'subject 
unto the higher powers,' I suppose that those people 
who hold to the theory that civil government has a 
right to enter the realm of religion and enforce, under 
pains and penalties, its conceptions of purely religious 
requirements, and that we cari therefore ne'\rer be 
justified in refusing to obey its mandates in this re
spect, would have advised Mrs. Heron, and would 
still advise others of similar Christian zeal, to stop 
preaching Christ in Korea, and to absolutely refuse,. 
to carry out the Lord's commissicm, ' Go ye into all 
th!l world and preach the gospel to every creature, ' 

until such time as 'the powers that be,' might see fit 
to look upon it more favorably." 

We think so. And we might add, that if only 
our States were independent powers the persecu
tion of this Tennessee lady in Korea might offset 
the persecution of those people in Tennessee who 
choose not to keep the " Christian " Sabbath. 
And if that in Korea can be counted persecution, 
what is this in Tennessee ? 

T~E Voice of October 3, 1887, said:-
" Every department of life must be made to con

form to the principles of Christianity. The Saviour 
refused the kingdoms of the world on Satan's terms. 
He will have them on his own terms. For th\s con
quest the clergy are needed. They lift the govern
ments of earth with a leverage that has for its fulcrum 
the throne of God." 

That is all true as it stands, but it is not true 
fts the Voice intends it; because it presently in
quired, " Why should the clergy lose interest it~ 
secular things?" thus showing that it is by polit
ical agitation and legislation-religious prohibition 
"civil" Sabbath observance, etc.,-that they are 
supposed to lift the kingdoms of the world. But 
it is not by legislation that any such thing as that 
can ever be accomplished. 

It is true that this is to be done by the power 
of God, but this power is exerted by his holy 
Spirit and not by legislatures. It is manifested 
through the gospel and not through law. 

HERE is a quotation that is worth reading just 
now:-

" Nations and kingdoms are to be the servitors of 
the church, with its Bible, its sanctuary, and its Sab
baths. Human govermnents and races and genera
tions are to be the enginery and the apparatus, the 
forces and influences through which the church shall 
ascend to dominion over the world, and those na
tions anJ kingdoms that refuse this grand service to 
the church of God shall perish and be utterly wasted." 

Some . of our readers may think that this is 
quoted from some Roman Catholic bishop or 
priest or paper or book, but it isn't. It is quoted 
from Rev. Byron F. Sunderland, D. D., of Wash
ington, D. C., a Presbyterian, and a member of 
the American Sabbath Union, in a sermon 
preached in Washington city, and printed in the 
Christian Statesman of June 27, 1889. Tl1en 
after nearly two pages of the same sort, he closed 
up with this:--
-"Over the chasm of a century, I see a mighty are h. 

On that arch ;must be graven an inscription. Whaf 
shall it be? , 'This is the gatew.ay to the favor of 
God and all human felicity? ' or this other mournful 
epitaph which the world shall read with sorrow of 
despair: 'He;re sank the American Republic, the 
most favored, the proudest, the grandest of all the 
unions of the ~arth because she derided God, and de. 
spised the service of his ever-living church'?" 

A1111l that shows plain enough what all his de
mand for Sunday Jegislation is for. He wants 
this government to serve the church. 
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TnE National ~eform movement for Sunday 
laws and an amendment to the Constitution pro
viding that religion be taught in the public 
schools is clearly wrong and wicked. It is a 
dangerous menace to the liberties of the peo-

. ple and detrimental to the best interests of 
intelligent civilization. It is born of the same 
nanow, bigoted, intolerant spirit which attended 
a union of Church and State in the days of 
papal supremacy; and which later drove Roger 
\Villiams into the wilderness of Rhode Island, 
banished the Quakers from Massachusetts, and 
burned women at the stake for supposed witch
craft. Christ said : "My kingdom is not of this 
world." Yet the National Reformei·s by their ef
forts to secure religious laws clearly design to 
make it such. Religion is something which the 
conscience alone should decide, ~ud wherein civil 
laws should not be allowed to dictate. "Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord." And yet, the National Reformers are 
working vigorously to secure the might and 
power of the State for the enforcement of the 
principles of the Christian religion. The move
ment is wrong. It is against the true teachings 
of Christ. It is against the fi·eedom guaranteed 
by the Constitution. It ought to be, and is be
ing opposed by the best thinking and reasoning 
people of the country.-Bertrand (Nebraska) 
Herald. · 

Individual Rights. 

TnE Sunday-law folks try to make consider
able capital out of the plea of personal liberty. 
We do not deny that the phrase, " personal lib
erty" has been abused, but the abuse of that or any 
other term cannot be made an excuse for making 
either the name or the thing a term of reproach 
nor a symbol for all that is bad. There is such a 
thing as personal liberty, and it is right that it 
should be respected. Article I of Section I of 
the constitution of the" new State of Washington 
justly declares that "governments are established 
to protect and maintain individual rights." This 
is true, and we are happy to see it expressed in 
such a place. But "individual rights" is only 
another expression for "personal liberty." A 
counterfeit, though dili(Sently and abundantly 
circulated, should never be allowed to become an 
excuse for dropping or decrying the use of the 

gemrine. It should only make honest people the 
more diligent in spreading abroad the knowledge 
and the use of the genuine. 

It does not meet the opposition to Sunday laws 
to raise a cry against what the chiefest Sun
day-law workers delight to call· "the invading 
horde of unwashed foreigners," who demand per
sonal liberty. The opponents of S'unday Iaws are 
not all foreigners, nor are the people all criminals 
and anarchist~ who come from. other countries to 
this. There are people who speak the name of 
Bismarck with a German accent who are respect
able people, bona fide citizens of the United States, 
entitled to all the rights of citizens, and who, with 
others, have just as much right to enjoy their in
dividual rights as the Sunday-law workers have_ 
to all rights individual and collective; and who 
have just as much right to oppose Sunday laws as 
anybody has to advocate them. And they have 
a right to all these things without being subjected 
to the sneers, the stale witticisms, and the re
proachful epithets, of those who would establish a 
religious despotism..in the name of " popular lib
erty." 

Romanism and the Public Schools. 

SuNDAY, August 11, 1889, in Oakland, Cali
fornia, there was dedicated a new Roman Catholic 
institution called St. Mary's College. It is four 
stories high above the basement, shaped some
thing like the letter E, with a center and north
ern and southern wings. The frontage is 180 
feet, north wing 150 feet, and southern wing 140 
feet. It is estimated that nearly ten thousand 
people were present at the ceremonies. The 
Catholic Father Gleeson delivered the dedica
tory address. He inveighed so heavily against 
the public school system of the United States, 
that his speech excit~d much attention. Urgent 
requests have come to us from friends ot' the 
SENTINEL to print it so that they can have it for 
future reference. Vve have consented to do so. 
We are satisfied that we are doing our subscrib
ers good service in laying it before them. In 
view of the urgent demand now being made by 
Prote:::tants for an amendment to the national 
Constitution establishing religious instruction in 
the public school~, osten~ibly as a defense against 
Romanism, it is important to knew just what the 
Romish position is; and it becomes doubly im
portant when. it is seen that the Protestant de
maud is in principle identical with the Romish. 
From Mr. Gleeson's speech it will be clearly seen 
that if the Protestant demand be acceded to 
:nd religious instruction be established in the 
public schools, it will be a direct play into the 
hands of the Romish system. 

'Ve print the whole of the matter in the one 
number, as we think the reader would rather 
have it so, tlmn to have it divided up through sev
eral numbers, as the whole speech can thus be had 
for reference at any time. 

Such comments as we are allowed ttt this time 
hurriedly to make, we have interspersed through 
the speech in brackets. 

After a few introductory remarks Mr. Gleeson 
said:-

But what, it may be inquired, will be· the 
character of the instruction that will be imparted 
in this college? ·wm it be of a kind and of a 
standard that will meet the approval and satisfy 
the requirements of' the people of our time~ I 
answer unhesitatingly in the affirmative, and I 
say-" Yes." It is proposed, as far as I under
stand the scope of the work to be done, to turn 
out from these walls of learning accomplished, 
well-trained scholars-youths capable of taking 
their places creditably in all the honomble de
partments of life in the community. It is pro
posed to prepare and qualify young men l1ere 
for engaging in all the useful and profitable 
pursuits of human industry in the community; 
it is proposed to train them for entering upon the 
various learned professions. In short, within 
these walls is to be imparted a thorough and l1igh 
standard of education which will embrace a com
mercial, mathematical, classic, and English course. 

But is that all that is aimed at by the project
ors of this work? By no means. W,. ere that 
to be the extent of the labors of the men who 
are now entering upon the duties of this college, 
not a brick would have been laid in these walls. 
The object in view is rwt merely to turn out ca
pable commercial, scientific, and classic graduates. 
It is not merely to furnish the learned professions 
with young men of trained and disciplined hab
its and cultured minds. But, if I rightly under
stand what is intended, and I think I do, it is to 
do much more than this. ·what is that more? 
It is to give to the community young men whose 
training, acquirements, and principles will render 
them ornaments to society and guardians and de
fenders of the interests of the people. 

The country is at present becoming alarmed 
at the crimes, the excesses, and dishonesty of 
many of its public servants. Men are beginning 
to see and to understand that something addi
tional is needed for a competent public official 
than merely technical qualification for office. 
They are beginning to see that neither bonds, nor 
prisons, nor public opinion, nor social ostracism 
are of themselves enough to restrain the average 
man from the commission of crime when the 
temptations to unfaithfulness are numerous and 
strong. In a word the records of the number 
and magnitude of the public defalcations which 
have occurred and are constailtly occurring in 
this land is beginning to open the eyes of the 
more thoughtful and reflective in the community 
to the usefulness and even necessity of the incul
cation of ethical principles in connection with the 
education of youths, aud this, if I mistake not 
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very mucl1, is why institutions of this ldnd are 
growing steadily in favor and popularity with the 
best and most conservative men of our times. · 

[Nor arc these crimes, excesses, defalcations, and 
this dishonesty carried on outside of all the mem
bership of the Roman Catholic Church. Let any
one notice the names of the boodlers, the jury 
bribers, the-embezzlers, and election defrauders, 
and he will see that this is so, It is well known 
that the great majority of the Roman Catholic 
people of the United States are of the Irish race, 
and that the great majority of the children' of 

. these are educated and trained in the Roman 
Catholic schools; whereas, the educating or 
training of an American child in the Catholic 
school is the exception, these, on the contrary, 
are taught in ·the public schools. Yet, in the 
City of New York the department 6f charities 
and corrections was called upon to care for only 
63,178 Ameticans in the four years from 1871 
to 1875, while in the same time, it had to care 
for 98,737 Irish. The number of Americans 
was only one per cent. of the American popula
tion of that city while the number of Irish was 
three and a half per cent. of the Irish population. 
Which shows that children sent forth from 
Roman Catholic schools stand three and a half 
times the cl1ance of becoming paupers th11t they 
do wi'Ien sent fmth fi·om the public schools. 

Next, as to crimes. In fiftoen years and four 
months in New York City, ending with 187 5, 
there were arrested, 571,497 Irish and but 387,-
154 Americans. The number of Irish was 3.28 
per cent. of the Irish population '\vhiletlie number 
of Americans was hut one per cent. of the Amer
ican population-: which plainly shows that a 
child trained in the Roman Catholic school 
stands three and a quarter times the chances of 
getting into jail that the child does who is trained 
in the public school. In other words, there is 
more than three and a quarter times the proba
bility that a child taught in the Roman Catholic 
schools will commit crime than there is that a 
child taught in the public schools will do so. 
This evidence might be extended over other lines . 
to the length of a separate article in itself, and it 
would show the same results or worse. Then let 
the Roman Catholic system shO\y anywhere near 
such results as the public school system shows, 
before Roman Catholic priests repeat such charges 
against the public schools.] 

The work, then, that this college proposes to do 
will he of a dual character, that is to say, it will 
he of an intellectual and moral kind. It will 
develop the intellectual faculty and cultivate the 
moral instincts. By the former it will provide 
the community with capable officers, and by the 
latter with faithful servants. Thus it will become 
an agent for general good and a powerful factor 
in promoting and guarding the common interests, 
for from thi£ institution ·will go forth in all hu
man probability, as time rolls by, several, if not 
very many, of those gifted youths who, as they 
come to take their place in ·s0ciety, will become 
the leaders, the gtiides, and representatives of the 
people--men who will occupy some of the highest 
offices within the gift of the community-who 
will be amongst the administrators 'of jus
tice, the expounders of law, and the defenders 
'of the interests of the populace,-mcn, in a 
word, whose voice will be heard at the bar, on the 
bench, and in the senate. 

And how important is it not, to have men of 
this class, in. positions of trust, for what greater 
blessing can a community enjoy than an incor
ruptible judiciary-::-an enlightened and unpur
chasable legislature, and ·faithful, conscientious 
civil authorites. I will not insist for a moment 
on the inculcation of so elementary a truth, for it 
must be clear to the minds of all. 

But the work that this institution has cut 
out for itself does not stop even here. It has a 
still higher and nobler mission to accomplish, that 
is to prepare for eternity those of our faith who 
will be intrusted to its care-to prepare for the 
attainment of that noble and m tgnificent des
tiny for which God called us all into existence 
those Catholic youths who shall enter under its 
roof. This is the ·special, the principal, object for 
which this college has been erected. And this 
now leads us very naturally to inquire how far · 
a Christian combined with a secular education, 
is superior to a merely secular one. As you are 
aware there are two contradictory opinions enter
tained by the people of tl1is country hereon. The 
one advocates m1d insists on the exclusion of all 
ethical principles from the region of the school
room, while the otherequally as strongly calls for 
and demands their introduction. The upholders 
of the former, unfortunately for us, as well as for 
those who share our convictions, beingentirely in 
the majority, and having the power in their hands 
enforce without scruple or regard for the interests 
of the minority, their ideas and will in this mat
ter. Now, this seems to me to he a very illiberal, 
not to say illogical, position for any party in the 
community to assume. It is illiberal and unfair, 
because it forces a system of instruction on the 
unwilling acceptance of millions, regardless of 
their rights and interests, and it is illogical and 
inconsistent inasmuch as it is in conflict with the 
history, the traditions, and profession of this 
country as a Christian Nation. 

[This is not a Chri~tian Nation. It is a civil 
Nation. There never was a Christian nation, 
and there 11ever will be while this world lasts. 
Christ said the wheat and the tares, the good 
and the bad, should grow together until the 
harve~t-that is, the end of the world-and bad 
men are not Clll'istitrns. The- tares..aretl1e children 
of the wicked one.] 

If tl1e advocates of the present system of pub
lic iustruction in this country were to abjure the 
Christian relig;ion-if they were to proclaim 
themselves to the world as unbelievers in Chris
tian teaching, their position would be consistent 
and intelligible. But as long as they hear the 
Christian name, as long as they are pleased to be 
known as the followers oft he Redeemer of mankind, 
I see nothing hut inconsistency and contradictions 
in their eifortsto prevent the youth of the Nation 
being educated in a Christian ·way. The present 
system of non-Christian education, now prevail
ing in this land might be and doubtless would be 
admirably adapted as far as principles -are con
cerned, for a non-Christian country. 

[A non-Christian country is jufjt wliat this is. 
Therefore by Mr. Gleeson's own words it is proved 
that the present system .is admirably adapted for 
this country.] 

It would he quite in place as far as Chris
tian teaching is concerned, in the dominions 
of his royal majesty, the Sultan of Turkey, 
or in those of his. royal brother, the Shah of 
Persia. But for this country which is Christian 
in religio~, Christian in traditions, Christian in 
government and sen,timent, the present system is 
simply an an!J,phronism. It is out of time and 
place. Do phose w~10 uphold it really wish tha.t 
this country should· remain what it is, a believing 
nation? . ¥' 

[A believing natiDn indeed! when not one in 
a hal£.dozen is an actual believer in Jesus Christ!] 

If they do, then let them explain the para
dox of wishing a country to believe without 
teaching it to believe. Of course I know the 
puerile answer that many would readily return 
to this. It would be the old stereotyped one, 

· that religion is for the church and not for the 
schools, and that a nation can be Christian 'vith
out being taught to believe in connection with 
secular instruction. Unfortunately for those who 
advance this' reason it has to be aeknowledged 
that one-half of this country never enter an ec
clesiastical edifice of any denomination whatever. 

[If it be so that one-half the people of this coun
try never enter an ecclesiastical edifice, then, at t,he 
very best, how can this be more than.one-half of a 
Christian Nation ?j 

How, then, I ask are-the youth of thG-{)ountry 
to be made Christian. 

[IfitisaChristian country already, then why do 
the youth need to be made Christian? Do Chris
tians need to be !llade Christians?] 

Perhaps some 'one maysay by·means of the 
Sunday-school, but the half of them don't go 
to the Sunday-school, and if they did rt woul9, 
amount to hnt little. For what can a youth 
learn in an hour on the Sunday. The Sunday
school I regard as little better than a.-.sham, a 
delusion, and a mocl{ery. 

Under such circumstances it surely is not to 
be wondered at that millions are ceasing to he 
Christians in this land. The fact is, the coun
try is becoming to a large extent non-Chris
tian. Statistics have been published in S~;~-n 
Francisco, showing that 30,000,000 of the in
habitants of this Republic have never been 
baptized. What does that mean? It establishes, 
I think, very clearly the fact that to a large ex
tent we are Christian only in name. 

[True, and a Christian only in name is no 
Christian at all. Therefore this being a non
Christian nation the present public school system 
is "admirably adapted to its needs in this respect."] 

Perhaps this is the reason why the present system 
of education is so earnestly upheld by so many. 
If so let its abettors avow their belief, and their ad
vocacy and position will be consistent and intelli
gible. But if they will not, at least the God 
fearing, right-minded, conscientious men of all de
nominations in the land ought not to allow them
selves to be deluded any longer, and they should 
ask themselves the question, how far the present 
system of education in this country is responsible 
for the lack of belief that prevails in this land. 
I know, of course, that there are many well-mean
ing, honorable, high-mbded Christian men in the 
community who nre zealous upholders of the pres
ent system of.public instruction. But l1ave these 
ever examined the system attentively; have they 
considered its tendencies and marked its results? 
I think not. On the contrary, they take it for 
granted that it is a good, an excellent, aye, a 
most perfect system. They are strongly preju
diced in Jts favor; an<l so when anyone raises his 
voice against it, or attempts to point out its de
fects, they become irritated and excited, and like 
the silversmith of Ephesus they raise a mi;;hty 
commotion against us. 

The fact is, the present system of education in 
this land is to the people of this country what 
that ugly, ill-shaped mreolite which was worshiped 
in the temple of Ephesus as a goddess in the Jays 
of St. Paul, was to the people of Asia Minor. 
That is, it is the great Diana of the Ephesians, 
and woe to the man who dares to attack it rudely. 
But like the Ephesian deity, it is worshiped be
cause it is not understood, for when stripped of 
its tinsel aiid gaudy surroundings, it is anything 
but the lovable object that people take it to be; 
nay, it is a migl'lty, monstrous, insatiable Mo- , 
loch to which the spiritual existence of millions 
of our little ones is being constantly sacrificed. 

Having now directed your attention to 
the inconsistency of this non-Christian system 
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of education in 'a Christian land, I will ,next ask 
. you to consider the dangers and alarmingly deplor
·able consequences that are certain to result here
. from if ~rsevered in for any considerable time. 
And when I speak of dangers and 'deplorable con
sequences I do not wish to be understood as em
ploying these terms in the religious,.but rather in 
a temporal-national sense. Later on I will 
show how religion is affected by this system, but 
for the present I deoire you to view it in connec
tion with national interests and national prosper
ity. In formulating the statement then that the 
present mode of instruction in use in this coun
try is dangerous and hostile to the dearest and 
best interests of the republic, there are many, I 
am sure, who can readily imagine that I am at-

, tempting too much, for there are those, and in
deed I suppose they are i11 the majority in this 
land, who actually believe that the prosperity of 
this country is dependent on the present system 
'of education. They really, I believe, look upon 
it as. the very basis of the social order-the pil
lars of the republic and the panoply and palla
dium of our nationaL greatness. 

Now to disabuse such persons of this most 
erroneous idea, I would ask them if--they have 
ever considered on what national greatness and 
national prosperity must· necessarily rest in order 
to be permanent. ,What is the basis of public 
order-how is a nation's security to be attained? 
Very li~ely such persons will tell me, by educa
tion-by enlightening the masses. True, but not 
by education in the pagan or non-Christian sense, 

---w~ instruction to be a guarantee of permanency 
to tnt>-·State must be of a religious character, 
inasmuch as the Christian republic reposes on 
moral principles, which, if withdrawn or ignored, 
the entire superstructure must necessarily come 
dgwn with a crash. 

[Mr. Gleeson makes the same mistake that 
the National Reformers and all other national re-
ligionists do, that is that this is a "Christian Na
tion," a "Christian republic," etc. Then, assuming 
what he ought to prove, he builds up his whole 
false system upon his assumption, and then, like 
the heathen of old, he exclaims, B,ehold this great 
Babylon that I have built by the might of my 
power, and for the honor of my majesty.] 

cherish them. A volume could not trace all their 
connections with public .and private felicity. Let 
it be simply asked where is the security for prop
erty, for reputation, for hfe, if the sense of relig
ious obligations desert the oaths which are the 
instruments of investigation in the courts of jus
tice? And let us with caution indulge the sup
position that morality can be maintained without 
religiou. Whatever may be conceded to the in
fluence of refined education on minds of a pecu
liar structure, reason and experience both forbid 
us to expect that national morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principles." How impor
tant, then, according to the opinion of this illus
trious man, is not the inculcation of moral prin
ciples into the minds of the young., 

[True; but he did not say that this sl10uld be done 
by the State. Mr. Gleeson again assumes the very 
thing that he should prove. The controversy is not 
whether religion and morality should be taught 
or not; it is not whether these are essential or 
not. This is all allowed. The question is, Shall 
the State teach religion and morality ? The an
swer is, The State cannot do it. The State has 
neither the ppwer nor the credentials for it. 
These are committed to the church. And the 
church in doing it, is not to do it by the power of 
the State, but by the power of God.] 

And again, the same great authority, as if in 
anticipation of the efforts that later on were to 
be made by his countrymen in essaying to teach 
moral obligations without the aid of religion, says: 
"Beware of the man who attempts to inculcate 
morality without religion." Yet, in the face of 
this, I may say dying declaration, of this coun
try's greatest champion, we have men calling 
themselves patriots--men calling themselves lov
ers of their coll};ltry's well-being doing all in 
their power, working with might and main- to 
support a system~ of education that rigidly ex
cludes from the school-room the presence of re
ligion. Have such persons ever attentively read 
and carefully weighed the meaning of Washing
ton's words, ''of all the dispositions and habits 
that lead to political prosperity, religion and 
morality are ind$pensable supports?" 

If we turn now' to the great statesmen of Eu
Enlightment alone is not sufficient to secure per- · rope we will .find the same expression of senti

manency to a nation. The history of the world ment uttered by them in regard to the impor
is an evidence of this. Babylon and Egypt and tance and necessity of the inculcation of ethical 
Greece and Rome were e~1lightened and highly principles in the case of the young. Thus, that 
cultured in the pagan sense, but where are they eminent Protestant minister, Portalis, who dis
now. They fell because the basis on which they charged the office of' public instructor under 
reposed was of a perishable character; it was not Napoleon I., said : "there is no instruction with
immortal, for there is no immortal basis on which out education, and no proper education without 
nations can repose save that furnished by Christ morality and dogma. We must take religion as 
Jesus in the divine, imperishable principles of the the basis of education; and if we compare what 
Christian religion. We have with us in this mat- the instruction of the present day is with what 
ter of the necessity of combining religious with it ought to be, we cannot help deploring the 
secular instruction in the training of youth, some lot which awaits and threatens the present and 
of the greatest statesmen that have ever lived. future generations." This was thoughtful Ian-

The greatest and• wisest statesmen that ever guage; it wa;; written, as one whose name I can
lived have acknowledged this. With your per· not recall l~as well remarked, by the lurid glare 
mission I will quote some extracts fi·om their of the torch that had set all France in a blaze; it 
writings, showing their views on this matter. · was written in the presence of the hecatombs of 
And ~ will begin with this country, and with one victims that had fallen before the popular fury, 
whose name is revered by every loyal Ameriean, that had been sacrificed to the wild passions of 
I mean George Washington. the mob; it was written, in fine, by a man who 

In his farewell address, that illustrious man ' was deploring the civil disasters that had befallen 
speaks of the religious and moral dispositions of: l1is country, and who was ready to trace them to 
the people as intimately connected with national ·. their genuine source-the want of proper relig
prosperity, as being the very props and pillars on ious instruction. 
which human greatness necessarily rests. These · Another even more eminent Protestant states
are his words: "Of all the dispositions and hab- man and minister of public instruction under 
its which lead to political prosperity, religion and Louis Philippe-I mean Francois Guizot-as
morality are indispensable supports. · In vu,in serted the same only in different words. "In 
would that man claim the tribute of patriotism order to make popular education (sai'd this emi
who should labor to subvert these great pillars of nent man) truly good and socially useful (mark 
human happiness, these firmest props of the du- that) it must be fundamentally religious. I do 
ties of men and citizens. The mere politician, not simply mean by this that religiousinstruction 
equally with the pious man, ought to respect and should hold its place in popular education and 

that the practice of' religion should enter into it; 
for a nation is not religiously educated by such 
petty mechanical devices. It is necessary that 
national education (I wish you would mark this) 
should be given and received in the midst of are
ligious atmosphere, and that religious impressions 
and religious observances should penetrate into 
all its parts." No Catholic laymen or Catholic 
clergyman could speak stronger than that. And 
what France's ablest statesmen have said in this 
regard has been echoed by England's foremost 
men. "Religion is not [f'ays Lord Derby] a 
thing apart from education, but is interwovenjnto 
its whole system. It is a principle which controls 
and regulates the whole mind and happiness o£ 
the people. Public education should be con
sidered as inseparable from religion.'' "Religion 
[said Lord John Russell] should regulate the en
tire system of dicipli.ne. . . To omit any 
inculcation of the duties of religion-to omit in
structing the children in the principles of the 
love of God and the love of their neighbor, would 
be a grave, a serious and irreparable fault." 
Now listen to what that very eminent statesman, 
Sir Robert Peel, said on this matter. "I am 
[said he] for a religious as opposed to a secular 
education. I believe that such an education is 
only half an education, but with the most impor
tant half neglected." 

[These statements from Europeans were, grant
ing that they mean all that Mr. Gleeson intends 
them to mean, are not pertinent to this discussion 
in the United States; because they were all but 
parts of the Church and State systems of the na
tions in which they lived. The United States is 
away ahead of all that. Mr. Gleeson and all those 
who would put religion into the public schools 
are only trying to s\vay this Nation back into the 
evil tide with those.] 

So say all Catholics, and so say also a large num
ber of non-Catholivs in this country, and though 
the rrwjority be against us now, yet we hopefully 
look forward to the day when they will be on our 
side, and as ardent supporters as we are of relig
ious com.bined with secular instruction. I will 
not trespass. on your patience any further in this 
matter of quotation only while I put before you tho 
sentiments of two more eminent statesmen, the one 
a German and the other an Englishman, but both 
non-Catholic. In 1879 Herr Von Puttkamer, 
then minister of public instruction, said: '' I am 
convinced that on the .day on which we cease to 
make tho saving teachings of the gospel the basis 
of education, the fall of our national civilized life 
will be inevitable." I would earnestly recommend 
the serious consideration of that statement to the 
men of this country who are wholly in favor of 
secular as opposed to secular combined with relig
ious instruction. And I would also recommend 
to the same the opinion of that great and noble
hearted Englishman, Mr. 'N. E. Gladstone, the 
"Grand Old Man," as he is called. "Every sys
tem," says Mr. Gladstone, "which places religious 
education in the background is pernicimts." Mind 
you, Mr. Gladstone does not merely sny that the 
purely secular system is defective, but he says it is. 
pernicious. 

The present system of education then, in this 
country, stands condemned in the light of the 
utterances of some of the greatest statesmen the 
world has ever produced. It is a system that 
rests upon a popular fallacy, that is, that you can 
have a people moral and virtuous without being 
taught to be such in the schools. Nowhere in the 
world can an instance of' this nature be pointed to 
as an example. On the contrary, unbelief is the 
natural consequence of such a system, and the 
very moment that Christian principles are dis-, 
carded by the masses, that moment the country 
is in danger, for, as the immortal \Vashington 
has well remarked, religion and morality are the 
indispensable supports of the nation. Who are 
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the men, I will ask, from whom national danger 
may be most reasonably expected? Is it from 
the God-fearing, law-abiding, morally-instructed 

·section of the community ? Is it not rather from 
the socialists, the anarchists and bomb-throwers 
of the country, and are not such ·persons uni
formly recruited from the ranks of the infidels 
and agnostics of this land? 

[Most decidedly they are not. They are al
most without exception from the nations of Eu
rope, in everyone of which there is a State relig
ion; and in which religion is an essential part of 
the public education.] 

The history of these worthies, especially in the 
city of Chicago, informs us of what they are capa
ble of attempting, and what might be expected if 
their principles were generally accepted. On 
purely utilitarian prinCiples, then, I hold that it 
is a duty that the people of this country owe to 
themselves to see that the present system of com· 
mon school education prevailing in these United 
States . be reformed, for if there be anything of 
value to be attached to the opinions of the emi~ 
nent statesmen from whom I have quoted, it is 
certain that this system contains the germs of pub
lic disorder and of national calamity. The full 
extent of the evil may not now be easily forecast, but 
if the system be continued the day will come-it 
is bound to come-when, as unbelieving, social
istic principles will take the place of Christian 
ethics, a storm of popular fhry 'will sweep this 
land from the Atlantic . to the Pacific, leaving 
nothing but ruin and desolation in its track 

I now turJ.~ to another aspect of this educa
tional question. Up to this I have endeavored 
to point out to you its short-comings, its unsuit
ableness as a system of education in a Christian 
land, and its dangers in regard to society. I will 
now advance a step farther and will ask you to 
consider with me its unfairness to the Catholics 
of this R-epublic. Unfortunately for us Catholics 
we are not properly understood in this matter. 
For one reason or another the general public ac
credit us with a most intense and insensate hatred 
of the system in all its parts and forms. It is 
thought that we see nothing but evil in every
thing connected with it. Now this is not exactly 
our position. It is true that we declaim against 
the system and mainly on account of its want of 
moral principles, but we are willing to aclmowl
edge that there are things in the public school 
system of education, such as reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, that are admir~ble and which if we 
were in a position to-morrow we would not alter, 
but can the same be said of everything elsel' 
No indeed. Take for instance the department of 
history. Is this taught in a way that Catholics 
can approve of, ot that leaves them without a 
reasonable ground of complaint. Is there noth
ing deficient in this branch of instruction? I 
wish indeed I were able to answer in the negative 
and to say no. But unhappily I am not, for as 
now taught the most important points of Chris
tian history are kept carefully out of sight; they 
are wholly ignored, not being so much as alluded 
to, and so the system in this respect remains la
mentably deficient, sadly imperfect and conse
quently entirely below the standard that we have 
a right to expect. The youth of our times and 
of our faith are accordingly kept in the profound
est ignorance of what they ought to know. Thus 
it is a historic fact that all. the civilization of the 
world is Christian and has been created by the 
Catholic Church. 

[If this be so, why-is. not Mexico equal to the 
United States?] 

Who W(3re the men who went forth as ti1e apos-
-ties of religious and.- intellectual enlightenment 
while the nations of Europe were .still in a con
dition of barbarism ? Who lifted woman from 
her lowly condition as man's reputed inferior, and 
placed her on alev.el ~vith her lord and master? 

'_;:;_ ... 

·who espoused the cause of the degraded slave 
and succedeed to. a great.extent in striking the fet
ters from his weary limbs? Who,' I ask, but the 
Church Catholic and her heroic children? And 
are these things and others o~ a similftr nature 
taught to the youth of our time in the public 
schools of this land? Nothing of the kind, they 
are kept studiously from the minds of the pupils. 
Again, whence has civil liberty been obtained, in 
what does it consist, and what are itsadvantages? 
Civil liberty, as you are aware, is one of the 
greatest blessings a man can' enjoy. It may be 
defined, the protection by law of the life and 
property of the citizen. It consists in the pro
visions, no representation, I}:o taxation, no trial, 
no condemnation, no crime, no punishment. 

These are the bases of., the liberties of the 
people of this land and of all enlightened coun
tries to-day in the world, and. whence, I ask, have 
they been derived? Is it from a pagan or non
Catholic source? Nothing of the kind. They 
have come down to us fro:tn the old Catholic 
times; they are as ancient as the days of Alfred 
the Great; and when, for a time, they were for
feited to the people by the exactions of an arbi
trary monarch, was it not by a· Catholic people 
led by an illustrious Catholic archbishop that 
they were restored to their place 'in the govern
ment of the Nation, on the ever memorable and 
historic plains of Runnymede. 

tY es, it was. Mr. Gleeson refers hrf!"e to 
Archbishop Laughton and Magna Charta. 
And that " Catholic people " and "illustrious 
archbishop" were condemned for it all by Pope 
Innocent III., as conspirators against their -lord, 
for "audacious wickedness"- committed in con
tempt of the apostolic See." Not only was the 
Catholic archbishop and the people thus con
denmed, but the. great charter itself was con
demned in these words : " We therefore, with the 
advice of our brethren, altogether reprove and 
condemn this charter, prohibiting the king, under 
pain of an.athema, from observing it, the barons 
from exacting its observat:on; we declare the said 
charter, with all its obligations and guarantees, 
absolutely null arid void." The appointment of 
the archbishop was annulled, and another substi
tuted for him. Yes, Mr. Gleeson's statement is 
true, and with truth it has been observed that 
among the miracles of that age the greatest mira
cle of all ·was that a Catholic archbishop should 
be more of a patriot than he was a priest. Un
doubtedly the only righteous miracle that ever 
appeared in the history of the Catholic Church, 
and, consistently enough, the Pope condemned 
it.] 

Whence, too, I may ask, have the principles of 
the .common law of this and other civilized ua
tions been de-rived? Most assuredly from the 
Cano1 or the ecclesiastical law of our ancient 
church; for our common law, which is the bash; of 
our entire system of jurisprudence, is nothing but 
the development or the application of the Canon 
law to civil cases. 

[That is also true, and the doctrine is worthy 
of its origin. We shall pay our respects to the 
co:nmon law doctrine at-another time. We have 
not space }Jere.] 

And now I ask once more, are such things as 
these ever taught our Catholic youth in the pub
lic schools of this land? Indeed they are not. 
They are not even hinted at, and so our young 
people are kept in the profoundest ignorance of 
what they ought to have a right to know. May 
I not fairly ask, then is that a just-an equitable 
-system that will keep our people in shameful 
ignorance of what they ought to know. 

A.nd ,as it is in these instances which I have 
now mentioned, so it is in every other where the 
honor and the glory of the Catholic Church is 
concerned. In other words everything that can 
in any way tell for the credit of our holy relig
ion is either kept out of view, or if mentioned at 
all, is set forth in so meager and half-hearted a 
way as to convey only a mere moiety of the truth. 
Ifence it is not surprising that there are constant! y 
leaving the schools of this country Catholic youths 
who ar!l in the profoundest ignorance of many 
of the grandest truths of Christian history, as if 
these had never been written. They leave these 
schools without the remotest idea, without the 
slightest suspicion of what the Catholic Church 
has done for the interest of science and the diffus
sion of general knowledge. Nay, it is even more 
likely that they go forth with the impression that 
the Catholic Church has been an impediment, a 
stumbling-block in the way of learning. A.nd, 
so, if you ask them who have been the greatest 
patrons of learning in the world, who have done 
most to bring knowledge within the reach of the 
masses, the last names that will occur to their 
minds will be those of the Popes of' Rome. 

If you ask them who have been the founders 
of the great Universities of the world-·,rho 
pushed forward the landmarks of di:;covery in the 
various departments of knowledge-to whom are 
we indebted for the inductive or exner1mental 
method of study by which ;mch magtiificent re
sults have been obtained in the natural and phys
ical sciences-if yoLl ask them who were the 
men who gave the greatest impetus to astronomi-
4Cal study while that department of learning was 
still in its infancy-who led the way in mathe
matical discovery, in all probability the youths of 
whom I speak will reply by saying that they are 
matters to which their attention was never di
rected. And then if :you tell them that the 
greatest names on the roll of science-the Des
cartes, the Bacons, the Albertus Magnuses, the 
Gerberts, the Brahes, . the Copernicuses, the De 
Vencis, and a host of others hardly less celebrated, 
were all, all Catholics; if yon tell them that to 
an Egyptian monk we are indebted for the first 
correct ideas that were ever had regarding the 
geography of the globe, that to a Roman monk 
is to be attributed the honor of having intro
duced into Europe the first system of chronology, 
that to the famous abbott Gassendi belongs the 
glory of being the first to observe the transit of 
Mercury over the disc of the sun; that to Piazzi, 
a Theatine monk is to be accorded the praise of 
having discovered the·first of the asteroids; that 
Orioli, a Catholic priest, was the first to determine 
the orbit of the planet Uranus; that it was a 
Catholic, Leverrier, who discovered Neptune, the 
most distant planet in the solar system; if you 
tell them these and a thousand like things equally 
creditable to our holy religion, all this will come 
upon them like a revelation from heaven, and they 
will acknowledge with shame and chagrin that 
they hnve neverbeen properly taught. 

[Every pupil in the pt1blic schools of the 
country is taught all this, except -that tliese men 
were Roman Catholics. But what legitimate 
part of the teachings could that be? Every pu~ 
pil is taught for instance that Laverrier discov, 
ered Neptune; but what is it to the pupil whether 
Leverrier was a Protestant or a Jew or a Romatl 
Catholic or a Mohammedan. , That is no essen
tial part of either public or private instruction.] 

A.nd now may I I1ot fairly ask once more, is 
this a system tha't we Catholics can heartily eii
clorse, with which we can expect to be contented? 

, But it is not merely that this system of public 
school education in this country is defective in 
leaving out what it ought to teach, and thereby 
lweping the youth in our times in shameful ig
norance of what they ought to know, but I fur
thermore charge it as being a vehicle of gross un-
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' 
truth .. Don;t imagine that I have come here 
"to-day to make a statement of' this nature without 
being able to substantiate it. well, many of you 
may have heard of the commotion that was raised 
in Boston a couple of years ago by the introduc
tion into the public schools of that city, of a 
book in which it was stated that the doctrine of 
indulgences was a pardon for sins, and that as 
such the Catholic Church commended their sale. 

[It was not so stated. It was said that they 
"were remissions of tho penances imposed upon 
persons whose sins had brought scandal on the com
munity." Then it was said that ''in process of time 
they were represented as actual pardons of guilt, 
and the purchaser was said to be delivered from all 
his sins." All of which we at the time proved 
to be true by the evidence of Catholic l1istory and 
Catholic Archbishops.] 

Now, I need not go so far as Boston to find 
something of a like nature to this. The general 
history used in ~he higher grades in the public 
schools p1J the ()yast, up to very recently, and as 
far as I know may even yet, in some instances, 
has been Barne;;'s, and at page 438 of that 
work the author thus expresses himself on the 

" subject of indulgences: ''In 1517, there came 
into Sitxony, one Tetzel, a . Dominican Friar 
(mark the discourteous language, one Tetzel), 
selling indulgences. The wickedness and impu
dence of this man, who was better fitted to receive 
than dispense pardon for sin, aroused general indig
nation." Now, if this means anything at all, it 
means that indulgences are a pardon from sin, 
and that as such they were sold by the Catholic 
Church. Again, at page 321, the same writer 
tells his young readers that it was only in the 
sixth century that the Pope of Rome became the 
head of the Catholic Church. 

vVhen speaking of the conversion of the Lorn
bards to Christianity, he says: "The people, who 
until the overthrow of the emperor had been 
accustomed to depend upon Rome for political 
guidance, naturally continued to look thither for 
spiritual counsel and (now mark you) the. Bishop 
ot' Rome insensibly became head of the Catholic 
Church." That is, it was by political circum
stances that the Bishop or Pope of Rom:e"became 
tlie head of our holy church. 

[And that is the literal truth. It was al
together by religio-political circumstances that 
the Bishop of Rome became the head of the 
Catholic Church. The difficulty with the papal 
system is that it is diametrically opposed to 
everything that is true, and it would be impossi
ble to teach any truth in the history of Europe 
in the Christian era that would suit that system.] 

What a monstrous, what a shameful and bare-" 
faced untruth ! Mr. Barnes may be, in social 
and domestic life, an 'excellent man ; of that I 
have no knowledge; but one thing I do know, 
and that is that he is not qualified to write a gen
errtl himory for the Catholic youth of this Coast. 
Still again, at page 265ofthe same work, the same 
writer complacently tells us that Julian the apos
tate, the greatest enemy the Christian cause 
ever had on earth, not even excepting the cruel 
Nero or the bloody Diocletian, was an excellent 
man. And that is the history that the Catholics 
of our public schools are required to learn, 
that is the history that Catholic parents are re
quired to purchase and put into the hands of 
their sons and daughters to learn. This I indig
nantly declare, is an insult to our reason and an 
indignity to our faith. It is an evil that should 
not be tolerated to exist for a day in our midst. 

[In point ~f disposition and character it is 
certain that Julian was a better man than either 
Constantine or · Theodosius or J tlstinian; and a 
much better man than many of the Popes.] 

And now, what is the remedy for such a con
dition of things as this? What is it that we 
Catholics have a just right to demand unrler tl1e 
circumstances? It is beyond all mauper of con
tradiction a change, a reformation of the entire 
system, and such a reformation as will bring 
back the system to its original condition, to its 
first principles. For it must be remembered that 
when first started the public school system of this 
country was not what it is now. 

Then o it was Christian, now it is anti-Chris
tian. Then it was religious, now it is secular. 
Then, in a word, the persons having it in charge 
proceeded on the lines of making virtuous 
citizens by the dual .process of mora~ combined 
with secular instruction, while now the same is 
attempted by purely secular means. Again, the 
Catholics claim and call for a,reformation of this 
matter for the reason that, as now administered, it 
is in direct conflict with the spirit and letter of the 
Constitutional law of this Republic, which secures 
to each of us, independent of creed or persuasion, 
an absolute freedom from all religious intolerance, 
while here we have forced on us by the will of 
the majority a system of instruction which we are 
ready to show has been and is robbing our little 
ones by the thousand and by the million of what 
is dearer to them than their very existence-the 
faith of their fathers. Who gave the State the 
absolute dominion over the finances of the whole 
C()untry for such an ignoble purpose as this? 
\Vas it the object for which the public school 
system of this country was established, to destroy 
the faith of the Catholi(l people? 

[No, neither to destroy it nor to build it up. 
Nor was it either to destroy or build up the fahh 
of any other people.] 

It is a princfple laid down in that magnificent 
document, the Declaration of Independence, drawn 
up in 1776, that there shall be no taxation with
out representation. It had been the violation of 
this principle on the part of the King of En
gland, that led to the achievement of the liberties 
of this country. For, be it understood, that it was 
not the taxation of the colonies, but the taxation 
without representation that led to the war of In
dependence. When, then, you support or endorse 
a system of this nature, you strike at the very 
root of constitutional liberty-you sap the very 
foundations on which our national greatness as a 
great liberal.nation repose, and so, sooner or later, 
the edl consequences of such a proceeding are 
certain to be felt-sooner or later the bitter 
fruits of such a policy are certain to be tasted. 
What then is the duty of the loyal, God-fearing 
Christian men of this land. It is to make com
mon cause agau1st this common enemy. It is to 
check by every means in their power the onward · 
march of the hosts of unbelief and infidelity that 
are now solidly marching forward with such giant 
strides through the length and breadth of this 
great Nation, and for the existence of which the 
common school system is mainly responsible. 

Do not imagine that I am alone in enter
taining this idea of the spread of unbelief and the 
cause to which it should be attributed. It has 
been publicly avowed ~nd frankly acknowledged 
by the very mouthpiece of the apostle of infi
delity in this land, for has not that hater of every
tlJing Christian, Col. R Ingersoll, openly declared 
that he regarded the public school buildings of 
this country" as the future cathedrals of the Nation. 

[\Ve are not infidels, nor are we haters of any
thing Christian, but we must confess that Mr. 
Ingersoll's statement is, we fear, not far wrong, 
in view of the attacks of both the Catholic hi
erarchy and the would-be Protestant hierarchy, 
upon the p!Jblic school.] 

The duty of all loyal, God-fearing Christian 
men, then, I repeat it, is to make common cause 
against this commori foe. We should be one and 
all ready to sink our differences, to put aside our 

prejudices, and so stand shoulder to shoulder in 
our efforts to keep this land Christian. If the 
men of other denominations· are wise they will 
join with us in this struggle fofreform, for if they 
do not the loss will be greater for them than for 
us. For while we, with the efforts we are ma,king, 
will keep a very large proportion of our people, 
they will be completely abandoned by their own. 
Do not imagine that I am alone in entertain
ing this opinion. It has been acknowledged by 
some of the ablest and farthest seeing men of 
the Protestant community. And not to go be-· 
yond the city of San Francisco for instance, the 
Rev. Dr. Platt of Grace Church used the follow
ing remarkable words twelve years ago in con
nection with this affair. 

Extract from Dr. Platt's sermon:-
" As Protestants we should Christianize our 

education, because, first, if our secular schools 
were intended exclusively to build up Protestant
ism, they are a great blunder, for they are break
ing it down. . . . Secular schools in the in
terest of Protestantism are a fatal blunder. . . . 
Secularism saves nothing, not even itself. As to 
Protestantism it is only a question of time when 
our present system of public schools will render it 
a dead factor. The issue is by these schools, 
narrowing the controversy down to Romanism on 
the one hand and infidelity on the other. 
As American citizens we should Christianize our 
education. "When religion fails all fails. True 
liberty and immorality are strangers, but immor
ality and despotism are allies." 

These are remarkable words and deserve to be 
laid to heart and carefully studied by the entire 
Protestant community. 

[That is true, and it is so of every other such 
utterance by professed Protestants; for they are 
not Protestants, but Catholics. And such a 
system favored by any Protestant is a direct play 
into the hands of the Roman Catholic enemy 
of the American public school.] 

In fine then, we Catholics call for a reforma
tion of the public school system of education, be
cause it is dangerous to the well-being of the 
community, because it is the parent of infidelity, 
an abridgement of our constitutional rights, and 
destructive of parental authority. 

Sunday Prohibition. 

IN the SENCI'INEL of May 1, 1889, we referred 
to a bill passed by the Tennessee Legislature, 
making it a misdemeanor to sell wine, ale, or 
beer on Sunday. In commenting upon this we 
stated that the bill makes it a righteous act to sell 
those articles on the other six clays of the week. 
To this statement exception ffas beea taken. A 
gentleman who writes that he is friendly to the 
work of the SENTINEL, says that he thinks it is 
wrong to sell intoxicating drinks at any time; 
but believes that if the traffic cannot be wholly 
suppressed, it is right to suppress it partially. 
'N e will state in brief our position, and explain 
the statement that we made. 

We believe that the liquor traffic is entirely 
wrong. We are also in favor of suppressing it to 
any extent that can be done, and we do not de
cry a measure that will actually diminish the 
sale ofliqtor, for the simple reason tl1at it is not 
total suppression. We believe that even less 
than .half a loaf is better than no bread, but we 
have yet to see any evidence that the closing of 
Sunday saloons diminishes the amount of liquor 
drank. But even if this could be shown, it would 
not at all militate against our comment on the 
bill passed by the Tennessee Legislature. Our 
comment had reference not so much to the clos
ing of saloons ou Sunday, as to the way in which 
the matter was put: •· It was stated' 'li'hat sellin~r 
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liquor on Sunday should be considered "a mis
d:~m:eanor." Now -we submit that if that does 
rlbt mean that it is not a misdemeaQor to sell it 
on other days, it does not mean anything. That 
it<does mean to convey the idea that it is not a 
misdemeanor to sell it on other days, is shown by 
tli~ fact that there is no penalty attached to the 
seiling of it on other days of the week, whereas 
there would be a penalty if it were considered a 
misdemeanor. But a misdemeanor is misbe-

. havior, wrong-doing; therefore to specify 'Sunday 
as the day on which it shall be considered a mis
demeanor to sell liquor is virtually the same as 
saying that there is nothing wrong in it on other 
days of the week. -

We do not see how anyone can controvert this 
view, and so we repeat, as we have often said, 
tha~ the great objection -we have to so-called 
Sunday legislation is that it tends to lower the 
standard of what temperance really is, and 
tends to make the liquor traffic respectable, thus 
~aking it impossible to gain the end that is de
li,red by many who are earnest temperance peo
ple; and conscientious in their efforts to stop the 
sale of liquor on Sunday. E. J. w. 

Political Preaching. 

~HE New York Examiner, a short time ago, 
recommended that the pulpits of th¥ country 
should take up as a part of thei~ work, the dis
Ciission of civil service reform, "on the ground 
that its application depends on the principles of 
righteousness which are based on religion." 
•:Oivil service reform is that reform which pro
·poses to have all the civil offices of the country, 
except the very highest, held by the same. persons 
dQring life unless by committing crime they for
:fei~ them. This is to avoid the changes that would 
'Otherwise follow upon the change of administra-

. tion. - The movers in this reform have been at 
work a good many years, and some United States 

-'~l\Ws have actually been secured on the su)Jject. 
'Eut, success in a political contest is so desirable, 
that it has been found expedient, and not alto
gether difficult, to evade the law, or even ·openly 
to violate it. 

If civil service reform were actually estab
lished, and 'carried into effect, a system would be 
established by which, for instance, when Mr. 
Cleveland became President there would have 
-been no changes amongst the postmasters of the 
country, but all who were postmasters when he 
became President," would have remained clear 
through his administration if they had lived and 
behaved themselves. But, President Cleveland 
made a good many changes; because, the argu
ment is, that if the people of the country choose 
~a Democratic administration, then it is proper 
~that the administration of public affairs should 
ihe carried on by Democrats. T~erefore, it was 
{>roper for him to make the changes. Then, 
upon the same consideration, when President 
-Harrison was elected, the people chose a Repub
'lican administration and, it is considered but 
:proper and right that the public affairs should 
. be administered by Republican officials, conse
'qriently another series of changes was in' order. 
~Civil service reform proposes to stop all this, and 
'make public office a public trust and not a re
.-ward for political service. }t will be seen that 
·this is wholly a political question. This reform 
'is what the Exa-miner recommended that the pul
·pits should discuss as a part of their work. The 
. Examiner is a religious paper. Other religious 
uaPers endorse it, and the pulpits apparently be-

lug in want of something t•i talk about seem a 
good deal inclined to adopt the recommendation, 
and to enter upon the discussivn, "on the ground 
that its application depends upon the principles 
of righteousness which are based on religion." 

The New York Sun laughed at the clergy for 
being "caught with chaff.". The 0 hristian Union 
takes up the defense of the clergy, heartily en
~orses the recommendation of the Examiner, and 
says:-

" The cle:rgy are right in seeing in this a moral is
sue, and if the clergy shall follow ~he suggestion 
which has been made; and generally preach on this 
subject on next Thanksgiving.day, we may expect to 
see an impulse given to public honesty, that is, to 
civil service reform, which will make the <Jl!,mpaign 
of resistance still more difficult for the place~ hunters 
and th~ir advocates." 

If this question is to be discussed by the pulpit 
because it depends on the principles of righteous
ness which are based on religion, thus virtually 
making it a religious question, instead of poHtical, 
then, why not every other political question also 
be discussed by the preachers for the same rea
son? Then, how long will it be before religion 
becomes a direct element in politics, the pulpit 
only a place for political scheming and the preach
ers become partisans. A union of religion and 
the State is becoming more and more popular. 
The evil spirit seems to be in the very air and 
can be discerned in almost every wind that 
blows. 

If the pulpits would engage constantly and 
faithfully in the preaching qf the gospel of Christ, 
and inculcating upon th~ hearts of men the prin
ciples of righteousness as therein revealed, im
planting in the heart the love of righteousness for 
righteousness' sake rather than as a political 
factor, then there would be vastly more of the 
principles ofgenuine reform pervading all classes 
and conditions of society, and there would not 
be such ,<a special demand for the discussion of 
particular phases of politics. A. T. J. 

The Model Nation. 

A CORRESPONDENT in the Ohris:ian States
man of July 4, 1889! arguing for the religious 
amendment to the Constitution, making this a 
religious instead of a civil government, and pro
viding for religious test8 and qualifications for of
fice, says "it would exert a salutary influence on 

. other nations" because,- o· 

" They are loqking to America as an example of 
free popular government. Some of them are strug
gling toward public liberty and are taking this Nation 
as a mo~el and guide. They are trying to ascertain 
the secret of our national greatness and prosperity. 
For this, they !ook at our written Constitution. 
Hence, it should clearly indicate that we are a Chris
tian Nation. They should be made to understand· 
that our holy religion is the source of our national 
exaltation. 

Yes, they are looking to America as an exam
ple of free popular government, and they see it, 
too, and have seen it so far; and they do right, 
in their struggle toward republican liberty, to 
take this Nation as a model and guide. It is the 
model of all of earthly governmei1ts, and should 
be the guide of all, as it is the first one of the 
kind that the earth has seen. And in their ef
forts to as'bertain the secret of our national great
ness and prospttrity, they do well to look at our 0 

written Con~titutioiJ. It is becausej,hat Consti
tution is as 'It is, utterly separated from relig- · 
ion,.that we have attained to such national great
ness and prosperity. ~ No other nation ever had 
such 

0 

an opportunity, because no other nation 

ever had such a Constitution, consequently no 
other nation ever -attained to such greatness and 
prosperity. 

And we are willing to admit that our holy 
religion is, in its place, the source of our national 
exaltation. But that religion has been kept as 
holy as it is by the very fact that it has been 
utterly sep'arated from the unholy State. If 
there had been here, as in other nations, a union 
of religion and the State, nobody would have 
ever seen such an example of national greatness 
and pro,;;perity as has appeared in this Nation. 
And just as soon as religion becomes an element 
of legislation here in natiol).al affairs, then, this 
Nation may bid an everlasting farewell to all her 
greatness. Then other nations will cease forever 
to look to America as an example of free popular 
government. By the example of this Nation, 
other nations have been carried forward almost 
in spite of the~selves, and entirely in spite of the 
Papacy, in the march of liberty and enlighten
ment. By it even Spain, the home of the In
quisition, has been brought to the "toleration" of 
other professions of religion than the Catholic. 
Butjust as soon as this order shall be reversed 
and re~igion be made an element in national 
legislation; just as soon as oppression and perse
cution for religious profession shall be established ; 
and our national progress thus checked ;-just 
then the reaction upon other nations will be such 
as to lift the Papacy to the highest point th:;tt it has 
ever stood in_ the world, even to that point where, 
as it is written, "all that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship him, whose names are not written i-n 
the book of life of the Lamb slain from . the 
foundation of the world." Rev. 13 : 3. Yes, this 
is the model nation. Let it remain so. 

A. T. J. 

Sunday "Closing." 

THE value of enforced idleness and of Sunday 
prohibition was well illustrated in the city of 
Racine a-short time ago. The Milwaukee Sen
tinel of June 24, says:-

"The good people of Racine supposed that 
when Mayor. Mitchell issued his proclamation 
ordering the closing of saloons un Sunday, the 
Bell City would virtually be a prohibition town 
on that day, and that there would be no drunk
enness. They were mistaken. A larger amount 
of liquor has been consumed to-day than has 
been the case when the dram shops were run 
wide open. On the first Sunday under the new 
order it was differeE t; the town being quiet as a 
grave-yard, owing to the fact that a heavy rain 
prevailed all day long. But to-day the city 
presented a different aspect. To be sure tlte 
saloons were closed, and entrance, was impos
sible, except to those who knew the .back or 
side;door signals. But the average tippler pro
vided himself with a bottle or keg of beer be
fore 12 o'clock Saturday night, and it was a 
common 'occurrence to see dozens of men going 
home with bottles protruding from their pock
ets, while others tramped along with a· keg 
on their shoulders. The result was seen to-day. 
Up the river there were several picnic parties, 
and the crowds present were ple,ntifully supplied 
with liquid refreshments which had been se
cured . yesterday. On the harbor piers were 
gathered from 300 . to 500 people, and the 
male portion of the crowrl were not bashful in 
pulling out bottles and sipping their contents. 
In the woods a great many men and boys gath
ered and drank whisky and beer." 

A. DELos -w EscoTT. 
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A copy shoulu be placed in tbe hands of ever;y: man, 
woman and youth. 64large octavo pag·es. Pnce, 15 
cents; 20 copies, post-paid,$2.25. Address: PACIFIC 
PRESS PUBLISHING Co., Oakland, Cal. 
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THE speech of Mr. Gleeson, of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which we print this ·week, opens 
up anew the subject of religion and the public 
'Schools. This will be followed with a series of 
articles on that subject, in the course of which 
not only our o~nnaljional syste~ will be dis~ussed, 
but the Canadian also. Now IS a good time to 
subscribe. 

AT the meeting of the Congregational Club of 
·San Francisco, August 19, ·Mr. Crafts made a 
speech in which he took occasion to put Califor
nia on a level with France in the matter of mor
als and observance of the Sunday. Rev. Dr 
Barrows, of San Francisco, replied to this, posi
tively denying .that the State of California is dete
riorating either civilly or religiously, and rather 
pointedly observed that "a p~rson who has been 
on the Pacific Coast but a few days was not qual
ified to speak disparagingly of the moral or spirit
lial condition of the State. " Dr. Barrows is 
right. Those Eastern Sunday-law crusaders pro
fess great sympathy for poor benighted California, 
while the fact is California is far ahead of their 
own States in almost everything. Aside from all 
this, however, theirs is only a crocodile sympathy 
anyhow. They want to get California into the 
line of religious legislation so they can bring it 
with all the others under the rule of the preach
ers. 

In Germany the State teaches religion in the 
puQ.lic schools. What is the result? Last win
ter at \V ashington, Dr. Conrad, editor of the 
Lutheran Observer, said that an American family 
who had just returned-from a three years' stay in 
Germany said : " There is no real religion. Re
ligion is turned over to the schoolmaster. The 
parents say, 'The schoolmaster teaches religion, I 
am not responsible for that. ' " This result is 
inevitable. The State settles what religion shall 
be taught. The parent can have nothing to say. 
Then the State has the selecting and appointing 
of ths school-teachers. It is a State office. 
Teachers profess the religion to get the office. 
Then having no religion themselves, yet being 
obliged to teach it, the baldest rationalism is 
taught. And the nation is filled with irreligious 
religionists. Let the American people think of 
this now, while the movement is being made to 
establish religious instruction in their public 
schools. 

LAsT December, at the Washington City Sun
day-law convention, Mr. Elliott F. Shepard, to 
make a strong point in fiwot of Sunday laws, said: 
"The \Vest Shore Railroad of New York ran Sun
day excursion trains and bankrupted. " The 
Lord blew upon it. Then others took the road 
and stopped all that, 11nd the road is now making 
money. " Now we find that the New York Cen~ 
tral Railroad Company controls the \Vest Shore 
road, and we personally know that the New York 
Central runs Sunday trains both freight .. and 
passenger both on its own and the West Shore · 

lines. This shows plainly enough that it was not 
the Sunday trains that caused the bankruptcy ; 
because Mr. Shepard's own testimony is that the 
company which now controls the road is making 
money, and that company runs l::l].lnday trains. 
Or does Mr. Shepard mean that·the Lord is so 
discriminating· as to "blow upon" a company 
fin· carrying passengers on an excursion train on 
Sunday, and to give prosperity to another com
pany for carrying many of the same passengers 
on a regular train ? 

Let the Church Control the Church, 

AT the ministers' Sunday-law meeting at San 
Francisco, August 5, the American Sabbath Un
ion spoke a few minutes and then opened the 
way for questions to be asked, taking particular 
care first to state that questions should not be 
asked by visitors, but only by members of the 
Union. One of the questions was, " Do Roman 
Catholics take part iu local organizations in 
States?" and the answer was, "We have very de
lightful relations with the Roman Catholics. On 
the civil side of the question of the Sabbath law 
the Catholics co-operate, on the religious side they 
don't; because we have its basis on the fourth 
commandment, and if we should insist upon their 
co-operation with us on this basis, it would arouse 
controversy. We can work with them delight
fully on civil basis, but we don't want to try to 
bring them too far." 

Yes, no doubt it is a very delightful thing in
deed thus to secure the co-operation of the Roman 
Catholics. But there are some questions that are 
involved in this that are of interest to those who 
are now enjoying this delightfulness, as well as 
for others who are not so intimately engaged in 
the work. Sunday as a day of rest is a papal 
institution. This, all Roman Catholics know, 
and it never can be proved to be anything else. 
It is an institution of the church and the only 
legislation that ever has been in behalf of it has 
been to help the church. That is the object of the 
legislation that is now demanded by those who are 
working for a national Sunday law. lt is legisla
tion demanded upon a papal principle in support 
of a papal institution. And whim these men in 
their delightful association with the Roman Cath
olics secure the legislation for which they are 
working, having so far recognized the papal prin
ciple, and secured legislation in behalf of one in
stitution of the church, then what is to hinder the 
Roman Catholic in securing legislation in behalf 
of other institutions of the church? and compel
ing their observance ? Protestants having set the 
example, why should not the Roman Catholics fol
low the example clear through to the end? With 
the political influence that the Roman Ca~holic 
Church has, such a prospect is not wholly imag
inary. 

Nor do we say this-as prejudicial to the Roman 
Cath.olics. We say that, if church ordinances 
and church institutions are to be established and 
their observance enforced by the civil power, then 
it is the right of the Roman Catholics to see that 
the legislation shall be in their favor. 

Further, it ,is not only their right, it is their 
duty, and it is made their duty upon the princi
ple of self-protection. Under such circumstances 
it CO\Ild ,not be asked upon any principle of jus
tice thatthe Roman Catholics, any more than any
body else, should submit their religious convic
tions to the· rule of the majority, and therefore it 
would be their ·duty as well as their right to se
cu.re control of thtillegislation which has to do with 

church institutions. But if the Roman Catholics 
should do that, the Protestant Sunday-law work
ers would very suddenly discover that their re· 
lations to the Roman Catholics were not so very 
delightful after all. They would say that it was 
a monstrous tyranny for Protestants to be obliged 
to submit to the dictates of Roman Catholics in 
enforcing the observance of church institutions. 
But that would be no more monstrous a tyranny 
.than for Roman Catholics, or any others, to have 
to submit to the dictates of Protestants in such 
things. 

Tl1e truth is that there is no right whatever in
volved in the theory of Sunday laws. It is f::tlse 
.and tyrannical altogether. There is no right 
whatever in any such legislation by whomsoever. 
it may be demanded. Work on Sunday is no 
more uncivil than is the same kind of work on 
any other day, and it never can, upon any prin
ciple of justipe or right, be made a crime. Let 
church institutions and church observances be 
regulated and controlled by church sanctions 
only. Whatsoever is more than this is evil. 

Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, field secretary of the 
American Sabbath Union, is lecturing in this 
State in the interest of the above organization, 
which has for its object a national Sunday 
law. 'we hope Mr. Crafts will not fail to read 
the AMERICAN SENTINEL published at Oakland, 
Cal., whose articles on this subject breathe more 
common sense tl_Jan any publication we know o£ 
The impression is gaining ground that some of 
the more intelligent people of this country have 
failed to properly study the principleS of our 
government. That portion of their education 
seems to have been sadly neglected.-Mendocino 
Beacon, Aug. 10. 

A SEVENTH-DAY Adventist minis:er was un
ceremoniously sat upon by a convention held in 
Minneapolis recently, that discussed the Sunday
law question. The Adventist offered a resolution 

· which he wished passed instead of one which a 
committee reported. Dr. Crafts, a Presbyterian 
minister from New York, asked the denomination 
of the Adventist, and when informed, said that 
''A Seventh-day Adventist lmd no place in tlmt 
convention except as a spectator or reporter." 
We had thought the thne was past for runnin~ 
things in such a high-handed way, but it seems 
we were mistaken. No men nor set of men need 
ever think to enforce a moral or religious princi
ple without submitting it to an intelligent dis
cussion. The advocate of any question that re
fuses to thoroughly discuss it, is open to the 
charge of corruption, and is unworthy of this 
"land of the free and the home of the brave."
Review, Litchfield, Minn. 
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"THE true doctrine [of Christian liberty] is 
not merely our right to think for ourselves, but 
the right of the othe~ man to think for himself." 

I·r was the will of Frederick the Great, that in 
his dominions everybody should be at liberty to 
"get saved after his own fashion." If all govern
ments had ever been so wise as that of Frederick, 
what horrors the world would have escaped .. · 

WHEN the church leaders force upon men the 
observance of a day, as the Lord's day, while at 
the same time they themselves know and say that 
there is no authority from the Lord for its observ
ance, what is th!l>t but the most arrogant assump
tion of power? 

IN this time where there is so much clamor 
for legislation pledging governmental help to 
certain classes it woud be well for all to remember 
the words of President Cleveland: " It is not the 
duty of the government to support the people; 
but of the people to support the government." 

----*-•-1•~---

Tim realm of civil government is that of the 
natural, not the supernatural relations of man
kind. The worship of God is a supernatural 
relation, with it government can never have any
thing to do. Christianity is a supernatural 
thing ; it is a supernatural gift; and with it no 
civil government can ever of right have anything 
to do. 

----~~·~-----

BISHOP HEAHS'l' of the M. E. Church says 
that "The Germans who laud on our shores do 
not know what the Sabbath is-they never saw 
it. They want to be presented with such a Sab
bath as national legislation can give." But the 
GermaJJS who land here, in a Jittle w'hile become 
important factors themselves in the matter of 
legislation, both State and national. Then will 
not the Sabbath that is given by legislation bear 
much of the blemish of those who it is confessed 
know not what it is? We would inquire of the 
Bishop and his Sunday-law co-workers, whether 
it would not be a good plan fhr the churches of 
this country to present to the Germans and all 
others such a Sabbath as the genuine religion of 
Christ can give ? This would be an ambition 
worthy of their sincerest endeavors. 

Our Position. 

IT l1as been-our dutyin our work to criticise 
very severely at times the actions and sayings of 
certain men,-churchmen, ministers of the gospel 
and lay workers,-and also the action of certain 
religious organs, in connection with the move
ment to secure national enforcement of Sunday 
observance. It has not been a pleasant task to 
do this, and we have not done so because of any 
feeling of antagonism to the individuals so criti
cised ; much less have we done so because of 
any antagonism whatever to r~ligion; but there 
are some who do not distinguish carefully, and 
there are others, we are sorry to say, who will
fully misrepresent our motives. Therefore we 
will make a few statements. 

We do not oppose this Sunday movement be
cause we have no respect for the convictions of 
those who observe Sunday. Not only do we 
reverence the Bible, but we hav:e respect for 
every man's belief concerning the Bible. 1Ve 
are perfectly willing to afford to every person the 
free privilege of believing as he chooses. Not 
only are we willing but we insist upon it for every 
person. We believe that the goverment must 
protect all. vV e believe that the government 
should protect the Sunday observer in his observ
ance of Sunday, just the same as it protects one 
who observes anqther day of the week in his ob
servance of that day. 

It is only the unchristian methods of doing 
what professes to be Christian work, but which 
is in reality unchristian, that we oppose. 

We oppose Sunday legislation not because we 
are not willing that people should observe Sun
day if they wish to, and not because we are un
willing that the government should see that they 
are not interfered with in their observance of Sun
day, but we oppose the Sunday movement be
cause it is unchristian, and it is shown to be un
christian by the unchristian methods employed 
in its maintenance. 

We have the kindest feelings for ali religious 
people. We would grant them the same consid
eration in their belief and practice that we would 
ask them to show us. It is only when they 
claim as their right that which they are not 
willing to grant to those who differ with them 
that we oppose them. When they do that, they 
are doing just that which they would not have, 
others do to them, and that very thing shows 
their movement to be unchristian, because it is 
contrary to th~ rule laid down by Christ. 

Let this distinction be kept constantly in view. 
Anything that can be shown by argument to be 
right, the -sENTINEL will not oppose. Nay, 
more; although we do not believe that Sunday 
has the slightest sacredness, or has any claim to 
respect, more than Monday orTne6day, yet if they 

will confine their advocacy of it to legitimate lines, 
-namely, the pulpit, the press, the Sunday-school, 
the family,-the SENTINEL would never say a 
word against them. In fact if this were so, there 
would be no SENTINEL. 

The advocates of Sunday have the most per
fect right to go anywhere or everywhere that 
they can secure a hearing, and speak night and 
day, teaching people to observe Sunday as a dtty 
of rest, appealing to their conscience and bringing 
arguments to bear upon them. They have a 
right to publish papers and circulate them every
where, wherever they can induce people to read 
them. Against such work the SENTINEl, would 
never lift its voice. But when they advocate the 
use of force, when they advocate measures which 
they would by no means consent to ha:yc carried 
out toward themselves were t]w conditions reversed, 
then the SENTINEL will oppose them, and it will 
call upon every consistent Christian to unite with 
it in its opposition. 

'\Ve want it distinctly understood that the 
SENTINEL is opposed to nothing that is Cln·istian
like. It was not started with the idea of antag
onizing Christianity or any Christian movement. 
'\Vith doctrinal matters it has nothing to do. Its 
sole work is the maintenance of religious liberty 
of thought and action, because under such cir
cumstances alone can true Christianity flourish. 
It does not claim to be the arbiter of what Chris
tianity is, it does not presume to say what men 
ought to believe, or what they are to teach, or what 
religious customs they are to practice ;-it has 
only to do with efforts to propagate views by 
methods that tend only to oppression. vVho is 
there that cannot stand upon the same platform? 

E. J. W. 

The State to Let Religion Alone. 

WE recently had the pleasure of listening to 
one of a series of talks by Bishop Vincent, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, on the epistles of 
Paul to Timothy, and were much edified by some 
remarks that he made upon the first two verses 
of the second chapter of the first epistle, which 
read as follows:-

"I exhort therefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be mada 
for all men; for kings, and for all that m·c in author
ity ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty." 

Said he, "vV e should pray for kings and those 
in authority-for what purpose? That the 
church may have power in the government? No. 
That our ministers may have good appointments 
under the government? No. That the church 
may have the authority of the government to 
carry forward its work? No. But that they 
may so mind their business that we may have a 
quiet and tranquil Jife. The church makes a 
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great mistake when it seeks to secure worldly 
position, and to influence temporal power." 

He said that he always admired the answer 
that Diogenes made to Alexander, when the 
king visited the philosopher and asked him what 
he could do for him. The philosopher answered, 
"Stand out of the light.'' "Such," said he, 
"should be the position of the church. All that 
Christians should ask of the government is to 
let us alone, and to stand out of the way so that 
we may live quietly and peaceably, and carry on 
thf work of the gospel by the power of the 
Spirit." 

The bisl1op said further, "The abomination of 
abominations is the aspiration on the part of the 
church for temporal power. What the church 
wants is spiritual power." He then stated that 
the spiritual power of a church always declines 
in proportion as the church gains temporal 
power. 

These are truths that have been time and 
again set forth in the AMERICAN SENTINEL, but 
we are glad to be able to present them anew 
from the mouth of so prominent and eminent a 
man as Bishop J. H. Vincent. It shows that the 
work of the AMERICAN SENTINEL in opposing the 
so-called National Reform movement, instead of 
being infidel or atheistic, is most truly Christian, 
and that the most active Christian workers,
those who have a right to that title,-promulgate 
the very same principles that the SEN'l'INEL does. 

· While we in our work often have to make 
severe strictures on certain churchmen, we would 
not have anyone get the idea that it is because 
we are opposed to churches or Christianity. 
Our strictures upon those persons are not because 
we oppose whatever of true Christianity they 
may possess, but it is· because they are doing 
not only unchristian but antichristian work. 
They are attempting to secure the very thing 
which Bishop Vincent says is the abomination 
of abominations in the church, and tends to 
dearth of spirituality. Therefore we may say 
without fear of successful contradiction that the 
AMERICAN SEN1'INEL is working for the conser
vation of true Christianity in this country. 

E. J. W. 

The Explanation Does Not Explain. 

SrNCB our publication of Cardinal Gibbons' 
letter to Mr. Lindsay of Baltimore, stating that 
in indorsing the Sunday movement last winter, 
he spoke only for himself and that he had neither 
the authority nnr the intention of binding the 
archbishops, bishops, or the Catholic laymen 
of the United States, Mr. Crafts finds himself in 
hot water, about everywhere he goes. In the Chi
cago News of May 21, Mr. Edward Cadman 
published a communication upon which Mr. 
Crafts replied in the News of July 13, in which 
he flounders considerably. He says:-

"The American Sabbath Union, not the 'Ameri
.can Sunday Union,' when Cardinal Gibbons' letter 
was first presented at the National Sabbath Con
vention, rlistinctly said through roy lips, as the 
letter .was directed to roe, that the letter (which was 
read in full, that each hearer might judge for himself 
what is meant) was not equivalent to the signature of 
the whole Catholic Church, although it was hoped it 
would be equ~valent to a negative. indorsement by 
that church in that the approval of the Cardinal, it 
was thought, would prevent opposition to the Sun
day-rest petition by any loyal Catholic." 

Yes, Mr. Crafts, on that point, said:-
" The letter is not equal in value to the individual 

signatures of the millions he represents, but no Cath-

olio priest or paper or person will oppose what has 
thus been indorsed." 

But in that very statement he speaks of the 
millions whom the Cardinal represents when the 
Cardinal distinctly asserts that his action in'that 
thing was not representative. More than this; 
Mr. Crafts makes the Cardinal's action a test of 
loyalty to every Catholic priest, paper, and per
son, when the Cardinal distinctly affirms that he 
had not the authority to make his action in that 
a test of the loyalty of Catholics, and that "as 
he l1ad not the authority, so he had not. the in
tention" of doing it. And still, Mr. Crafts in
sists that it is a test of Catholic loyalty. The · 
fact is, his expJanation is more wicked and far 
less excusable than his original statement. 

Nor is this all. When Mrs. Bateham sto~d on 
the platform of the Foundry Methodist Church 
ofW ashington City, on the night of December 11, 
1888, and spoke of the petitions with which that 
church was festooned, and told who were in favor 
of it, she distinctly said:-

" Cardinal Gibbons has indorsed for all his people." 
I myself was there, within thirty feet of her, 

and was paying the strictest attention when she 
made the statement, and I wrote down the words 
as they fell from her lips. Mr. Crafts speaks of 
the explanation (which doesn't explain), which· 
was given through his lips, but these are the 
words which came through her lips. 

Yet more than this. In documtlnt No. 1, of 
the American Sabbath Union, issued December, 
1888, after the convention was over, there is this 
sentence:-

" Cardinal Gibbons also sent him (Dr. Crafts) an of
ficial letter indorsing the petition on behalf of the 
plenary council of the Roman Catholic Church." 

And also this one, which editors are asked to 
publish:-

"The Catholic Clmrch has indorsed the petition 
through a letter of its Cardinal." 

This shows that the American Sabbath Union 
did intentionally, and without authority, count all 
the Roman Catholics of the country in Cardinal 
Gibbons' name. It shows also that they intention
ally made the Cardinal's indorsement binding 
even to the test of loyalty upon all the Catholics 
of the country, thus transcending both the au
thority and the intention of the Cardinal him
sol,£. 

These arc facts which the American Sabbath 
Union and the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union cannot escape. Nor can they escape the 
just condemnation which goes with the facts. No 
explanation that has been, or that can be pre
sented, will clear them. Every effort to defend 
their action, and every effcwt by explanation to 
shield themselves from just condemnation, only 
makes the matter worse. There is only one way 
out, and that is by open confession. I~et them 
confess that they committed a fraud. Or, if they 
think that that would be too much for them, we 
are inclined to be charitable, let them confess 
that in the matter of the Roman Catholic peti
tions they have wholly misrepresented; then let 
them stop circulating the documents which con
tain the misrepresentation. This will clear them 
from any further guilt in the matter, then we 
will count all that in the past, and hold them no 
longer responsible for it, and wilt say no more 
about. it. But so long as they defend their action 
in this matter, just so long will we see to it that 
the facts shall be set before the people and that 
the authors of the wickedness are held up to the. 
jnst condemnation that belongs with the facts. 

In the at>ove extract Mr. Crafts says that at 

the National Sabbath Convention at 'Vashington, 
the Cardinal's letter was read in full that each 
hearer might judge for himself what it meant. 
Upon this, it must be said, to put it in the mild
est pgssible way, that Mr. Crafts has forgotten the 
facts. I say again, that I was there, and was within 
thirty ·feet of Mr. Crafts when he referred to the 
letter; and listened carefully, hoping that the whole 
of the letter might be read, and was disappointed 
that the whole of it was not read. '\V e therefore 
say upon the evidence of distinct remembrance 
that the letter was not read in full, because Mr. 
Crafts stated that it was "for the Senate Com
mittee." 

Mr. Crafts further says:--
" Another misrepresentation in the letter of Mr. 

Cadman is the statement that 'the admission of a 
single Catholic to the Union was strenuously op
posed.' The fact is dishonestly withheld that it was 
more strenuously favored, and that a Catholic was 
~lected as a member of the Executive Committee.'' 

It is not -in any sense a misrepresentation to 
say that the admission of a single Catholic to the 
Union was strenuously opposed. That is a posi
tive fact. It was opposed, and that by Mr. Crafts 
himsel£ Even to the extent of trying repeatedly 
to adjourn the meeting, and it was only owing to 
the fact that it was more strenuouslv favored that 
even one Catholic was elected as a ~ember of the 
Executive Committee. Although there isn't a 
great deal of credit attaching to the Union on 
that account, because the Catholics, according to 
the count, were the majority of all-7,200,000 
to 5,977,693-and yet they were allowed only 
one member upon an Executive Committee of 
more than a dozen. 

The American Sabbath Union had better start 
new, and do its work fairly. A. T. J. 

"Does it Pay." 

NoT long since, we listened to a lecture 
by Col. Elliott F. Shepard, president of the 
American Sabbath Union, on the question, "Does 
the Sabbath pay!" The lecture was notable 
chiefly for what the lecturer did not say, but 
there were one or two points wl1ich are worthy of 
careful attention, inasmuch as they show the prin
ciple, or rather the lack of Christian principle in 
this movement for the legal observance of Sun
day. The whole thing is contained in the sub
ject of the lecture, viz., "Does it pay?" vVe 
will note a few statements. Said Mr. Shepard :-

"Divine :finance; what is it? The Old and theN ew 
Testa!llent agree in contradicting Wall Street, and 
show that prosperity is to be fou.nd in obedience to 
God's commandments? " 

This was the main feature of the lecture, 
namely the proof that more money could be 
made by resting on Sunday than by working 
upon it ; and nothing hut a mercenary motive 
was placed before the people. In the course of 
his remarks, Mr. Shepard said to the chairman 
of the meeting, " I would make some converts 
here to-night;" and then he proceeded to state 
that the railroads of the United States have 
suffered pecuniary loss because of their Sunday 
work. To emphasize this he made a little math
ematical calculation to demonstrate, which we 
shall not try to follow; but the concluf'ion of which 
was that a manufacturer would make thirty
six per cent. more on his investment by resting 
on Sunday than by working on that day. Thus, 
while •a man by working on Sunday might make 
fourteen per cent. on his investment, by a strict 
observance of the day he-would make fifty pe:r 
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cent. on his investment. This shows a gain of 
thirty-six per cent. for Sunday observance. And 
then the question was asked, "W"hich is better, 
for a man to work on Sunday and make fourteen 
per cent. or to rest on Sunday and make fifty 
per cent. Anyone wi.ll say the latter is better." 

We are not at all convinced that Mr. Shepard's 
mathematical calculations are correct, but let 
that pass. The question that at once arose in our 
mind was this: If Sunday-keeping pays pecun
iarily, and if it can be demonstrated that a mer
chant or a manufacturer can make thirty-six per 
cent. more by resting on Sunday than by working, 
what need is there to ask the government to pass 
laws making it a crime for working on Sunday? 
Are the merchants and manufacturers in the 
United States so blind to their own business in
terests, so obtuse, so dull where dollars and cents 
are concerned, that they cannot be made to see 
the gain there is in tlunday observance? and, 
seeing it, would they deliberately choose a small 
per cent. in preference t'> a very large per gent? 
We are forced to conclude that there is either 
something wrong with Mr. tlhepard's mathemat
ics or with his position as president of the Ameri
ican Sabbath Union. But this is not the worst 
feature of the case. 

The ·pernicious effect of such teaching as that 
of Mr. Shepard cannot be seen now, but it will be 
demonstrated in time. The only argument he 
presented in the course of the whole evening (and 
his discourse was on Sunday evening too) was 
that there would be pecuniary profit in resting on 
Sunday,-that Sunday-keeping would invariably 
bring prosperity, and that Sunday-breaking 
would as invariably result in financial ruin. Now 
any person of common sense knows that this is not 
so; but that is not the point. People do not al
ways use their common sense, and that idea of 
Mr. Shepard's is getting to be quite common. Now 
couple this with another statement 'that he made 
in the same discourse. Said he, " It is useless for 
any one to claim that the Sabbath [by which he 
meant Sunday, of course] has any rights, except 
as they plant themselves on the divine command-· 
ment." He had already stated that the fourth 
commandment was the first commandment with 
blessing, ~nd the only blessing that he made ref
erence to was financial prosperity. Therefore the 
natural conclusion from his talk would be that 
the only blessing that is connected with the fourth 
commandment is temporal. 

Still further: It is not a fact that obedience to 
the commandments of God will invariably bring 
temporal prosperity. In fact, it is most often the 
opposite, and'has been so from time immemorial. 
The Psalmist recorded his feeling when he saw 
the prosperity of the wicked, seeing they were not 
in trouble a.s othe~ men were, while the righteous 
were cast down. Everybody knows that some of 
the richest men in the world have been profligate, 
often base, grinding the poor, and have obtained 
their wealth by the most dishonorable methods, 
and have trampled upon every principle of right 
and justice. But let· such teaching as that of 
Colonel Shepard become generally accepted, and 
what will be the result? Simply that the posses
sion of great wealth will be taken as an expression 
of divine favor. The :tnan who is enormously 
wealthy will be taken as a special favorite of 
Heaven. Let it be accepted that keeping the 
commandments necessarily ·results in worldly pros
perity, while a violation of them results in em
harassment and ruin, and there can be no >Other 
conclusion but that the .. man who is rich is the 

one who is doing right; and so people in estimat
ing his character will not compare his life with 
the commandments to see if he is obeying them, 
but will simply measure his bank account; and 
no matter how vile he has been, or by what unjust 
methods he may have obtained his wealth, he will 
be considered righteous. And so we have another 
indisputable p~oof that this Sunday movement is 
unchristian, and tends only to imn;wrality. 

'V e know that in ancient times the idea pre
vailed that the possession of wealth was a sign of 
the divine blessing. This idea was firmly fixed 
in the minds of the ancient Pharisees. So firmly 
did they believe it that many of them made it 
the great point in their lives to get wealth, regard
less of the means by whicldt was acquired. And 
while continually transgressing the divine com
mandment in acquiring their wealth, they would 
point to. the possession of that wealth as the evi
dence that they were righteous, and that Gocl . 
loved them. There are Pharisees enough in the 
world now, but Col. Shepard and the Association 
to which he belongs are doing their best to make 
more. E. J. W. 

Religion and the Public Schools. 

FEBRUARY 15, 1889, there was held a hearing 
before the United ·states Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor upon the Blair resolution, 
to teach the principles of the Christian H;a'~"J"• 
in all the public schools of the Nation. At that 
time there appeared before the committee, Rev. 
T. P. Stevensoi1, of Philadelphia, corresponding 
secretary of the National Reform Association ; 
Rev. James M. King,.D. D., of New York, rep 
resenting the American branch of the Evangeli
cal Alliance ; Rev. George K. Morris, D. D., of 
Philadelphia; Rev. W. M. Glasgow, of Baltimore; 
Rev. J. M. McCurdy, of Philadelphia; C. R. 
Blackall; and W. M. Morris, M. D., of Philadel
phia_:_all these in favor of the resolution. 

Again, on February 22,'there was. a hearing 
before the committee. on the sanie resolut.ion. At 
Lhat time therll appeared Rev. Dr. Philip Moxom, 
Rev. Dr. James B. Dunn, Rev. Dr. James M. 
Gray-these three being a sub-committee from 
the Boston Committee of one hlmdred; Rev. Dr. 
J. H. Beard, Rev. T. P. Stevenson, and others, 
all in favor of the resolution. Against it there 
were Rev. J. 0. Corliss and Alonzo T. Jones, 
editor ofthe AMERICAN SENTINEL. The follow
ing is Mr. Jones' argument:-

Mr. Chairman, there is a point or two not yet 
touched upon which I wish to notice in the little 
time that I shall have. I gather from the letter 
from the author of this resolution to the secretary 
of the National Reform Association that the in
tention of this proposed amendment is primarily 
for the benefit of the State; that the object of 
the teaching of religion in the puclic schools is 
not to be given with the view of fitting the 
children for heaven,. nor of making them Chris
tians; but that it is rather and more particularly 
to fit them for this world and to make them good 
citizen8; that it is not religion which needs tlw 
support of the State so much as it is the State 
which needs the support of religion. This is the 
view held, I know, by some of the principal mem
bers of the National Reform A~sociation, as, for 
instance, President Julius H. Seelye and Judge 
M. B. Hagans. These have expreso:ed it that it 
is only as a political factor, and its worth only 
according to its "political value," that the State 
proposes to secure and enforce· the teachjng of 

religion in the public schools; that the object of 
the instruction is not "the spiritual welfare of 
the children," but "for the benefit of the State." 

This argument appears very plausible, but it is 
utterly fallacious. The supreme difficulty with 
such a view is that it wholly robs religion of' its 
divine sanctions and r~;Jplaces them only with 
civil sanctions. It robs religion of its eternal 
purposes and makes it only a temporal expedient. 
From being a plan devised by divine wisdom to 
secure the eternal salvation of the soul, Christian
ity is, by this scheme, made a mere human de
vice to effect a political purpose. And for the 
State to give legal and enforced sanction to the 
idea that the Christian religion and the belief and 
practice of its principles are only f<>r temporal 
advantage, i!l for the State to put an immense 
premiun~:~lNf~n .hypocrisy. But there is entirely 
too mucl1' of this itheady. There is alread 

·et.n· 
the realm of conscience, upon the plane of the 
spiritual, and it can be secured only by spiritual 
force!!!, none of which have ever been committed 
to the State, but to the chtbrch only. 

But right here there comes in an argument 
presented to me by a United States Senatot· in 
this Capitol, one who is in favor of this proposed 
amendment, too. He was spe!tking in favor of 
the amendment. I had said that religious in
struction belongs wholly to the parcuts and to 
the church-that the State cannot give it because 
it has not the credentials for it. He replied in 
these words:-

" But when the family fails and the church fails, the 
State has to do something. 

"The answer to this is easy :-
(1) To the family and to the clmrch and 

to these alone the Author of the Christiaa 
religion has committed the work of teaching that 
religion, and if these fail, the failme is complete, 

(2) The statement of the Senator implies that 
the State is some sorL of an entity so entirely dis
tinct from the people who compose it that the 
State can do-for the people what they cannot do 
for themselves. But the Stn,te is made up only 
of the people who compose the State. The 
church likewise is made up of sneh of these as 
voluntarily choose to enter her fold. To the 
church is committed the Spirit of God and the 
ministrations of the word of God, .by which only 
the inculcation of the Christian religion can be se
cured. Then, the people COI:Mposing the State, 
and the families composing the people, and the 
propagation of religion aml the credentials for it 
being committed only to the family and the 
church, by this it is again demonstrated· that 
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when the family and the church fail to teach the , But the statement upon which I am arguing 
Christian religion the failure is complete. was to the effect that if the church fails and the 

The only thing that the State can do under family fails, something must be done. Yes, 
such circumstances is by an exertion of power, it is true, something must be done; but it must 
the only means at its command, to check the tide be done by the church and not by the State. 
of evil for a time, but it is only checked. It is The church must return to her Lord. She must 
like trying to dam up auy oiJwr torrent-it may be endowed afresh with power from on high. 
be checked for a moment, only to break its Then she can take up with vigor and with pros
bounds and become more destructive than before. pect of assured success her long-neglected work. 
The only real remedy is to begin at the fountain Lef the preachers come down from their ten
and purify the heart, which can be done only thousand-dollar pulpits, lp.y aside their gold rings, 
by the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Chl'ist; and preach the gospel 'of Jesus Christ in the 
for it is only faith in him that can purify the spirit of love of the Divine Master. Let them go 
heart and cause the fountain to send forth the to the common people, to the poor, to the out
sweet waters of everlasting Tighteousness instead cast, the neglected, and the forsaken. If to these 
of the bitter stream of evil. This work, however, they go in the spirit and with the mission of the 
is committed to the church and not to the State; Saviour, they will be 1Jearci gladly, as was he. 
to the church is given the credentials and the There is no need to complain 0f the wickedness 

for its accomplishment. of the people. This Nation is not as wicked yet 

now she wants to ease herself of the responsi
bilty and pass it over to the State. But when 
they shall have gotten the State to take upon it
self the work of the church, what then do they 
i~1tend that the church shall do? That is the next 
q'uestion that arises; it is an important one, too,. 
for the State to consider, but it is easily answered. 
'When they once get the State to carry on and 
support the work of the church, the next step 
will be to get the State to support the church, 
and that in idleness, as every State has ever 
had to do, and will ever have to do, which 
takes upon itself the task of teaching religion. 
And this is precisely the thing that the National 
Reform Association, whose chief secretary stands 
the second time to-day in this room to plead for the 
adoption of. this .resolution, proposes that the 
State shall do. Rev. J. M. Foster, who has been 
fiJr years a "district secretary" in active service 
in the work of that association, declares that 
among the duties which the reigning Mediator 
requires of nations, there is this :-

"An acknowledgment and performance of the 
Nation's duty to guard and protect the church-by 
suppressing all public violations of the moral law; 
by maintaining a system of public schools, indoctri
nating their youth in morality and virtue; by ex
empting church property from taxation;"' and "by 
provicling her funds out of the public treasury for 
carrying on her aggressive work at home, and in the 
foreigniield."-GhristianStatesman, February 21, 1884. 

That is the very point to which the State will 
be brought as surely as it ever takes it upon it;;elf 
to teach religion. Therefore, if the government 
of the United States wants to keep forever clear 
of the galling burden of a lazy, good-for-nothing 
church, let it keep forever clear of any attempt 
to teach religion. 

as was the Roman world in the day when Christ 
sent forth 'his little band of disciples. Yet as 
wicked as the world then was, these few men 
went forth armed only with the word of God 
and· the power of his Holy Spirit, to contend 
against all the wickedness of the wide world; 
and by their abiding faith, their unabating 
earnestness, and their deathless zeal, they spread 
abroad the honors of tlmt name to the remotest 
bounds of the then known world, and brought to 
the knowledge of the salvation of Christ multitudes 
of perishing men. If that little company ,then 
could do so much and so well for the then known 
world, what could not this great host now do for 
the United States, if they would but work in the 
same way and· by the same means. Yes, gentle- . 
men, something must be done; but it must be 
done by the church; -for it never can be done 
by the State. 

Gentlemen, it is perfectly safe to say that no 
inore important question has ever come before 
your committee than is this one which is before 
you to-day. It is a question that is approaching 
a crisis in more than one of the States ; and it is 
exceedingly important thafthe National Constitu
tion and laws and government be kept on the 
side of right, and the constitutions, laws, and 
governments of the States shall be lifted to the 
level of the Nation. A. T. J. 

[To be. Continued] 

Sabbath And Sunday. 

'lim "American Sabbath Union" wants a 
law enacted to enforce abstention from labor on 
Sunday. Though the Union itself professes to 
observe the day as a Teligious duty, in compli
ance with the command of the Almighty, as 
given through Moses, it wishes the State to com
mand its observance as "a rest day" solely as a 
measure of secular policy, for the physical and 
moral well-being of the body of the people. Ob
served in this way, however, Sunday will not be 
a sacred day. It will merely be !1 holiday, and 
this, in fact, with very great numbers, is its signif
icance now. 

Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, in his sermons on the 
subject, says: "The right arm of the Union's 
work is to promote tl1e religious Sabbath, the left 
arin is to preserve the civil Sabbath. The re
ligious Sabbath treats Sunday work and dissipa
tion as sins against God; the civil Sabbath con
siders them only as crimes against man." This 
is not an ingenuous way of putting the statement. 
It is found impossible to enforce the doctrine that· 
non-observance of Sunday is a sin against God, 
and now there is an effort to gain the point 
through indirection, by making failure to keep 
Sunday as a day ofrest a crime against man. 

Bpt if the State is not to enforce observance of 

Sunday as a sacred day, it cannot possibly make 
non-observance of Sunday a crime. It can ap
point Sunday as a day of weeldy rest, a holiday 
after the manner of other holidays; but if the 
day of weekly rest stands on this ground it may 
be observed or not, as persons may or may not 
wish to observe it. ·we have now many holidays, 
but their observance is merely voluntary. The 
State, unless it forms an alliance with the church 
to declare non-observance of Sunday a sin against 
God, has no .more ground for its command to 
men to rest on tl1e Sunday holiday than on the 
Christmas holiday; and, in fact, since the require
ments of modern life make it desirable, and even 
necessary, that many activities shall continue 
without interruption of holidays or rest days, the 
people, or a majority of them, would not want 
the proposed Sunday law enforced, and hence 
it would not be enforced. A great many 
persons now rest on Sundays; some rest on 
other days of the week, as. convenieu ce or op
portunity allows; and a great many of us would 
rest not only one day in the week, but seven days 
in the week, if we could. Necessity, in one form 
or another, drives most of us to work and keeps 
us at it. From this necessity the State never can 
relieve us. vVe rest when we can, and work be
cause we can't help it. 

* * * * * * * * The Christian world has changed the sacred 
day, the day of rest, from Saturday to Sunday. 
For this change there is not even the sem
blance of divine authority that appears in the 
sanction of the Jewish Sabbath. Nowhere in 
the New Testament is the substitution of Sunday 
for Saturday as "the Sabbath" authorized or en
joined. The first day of the week or Sunday, is 
mentioned only eight times in theN ew Testament, 
and in none of the texts is there the least hint 
that the day was sacred, or was thereafter to be 
so considered. In one place in the New rresta
ment mention is made of a religious meeting held 
on the first day of the week. nut throughout 
the New Testament the seventh day of the week 
is uniformly called the Sabbath, aud there is 110 

· command for the observance of the first day of 
the week as a holy or sacred day. Tho author
ity for such observance rests partly on a usage 
of the early church, but chiefly on a decree of 
·the Emperor Constantine who, in the year 321, 
when that uuion was made between Church and 
State which theworldhaseversincebeen trying to 
sever, ordained the union of the worship of Christ 
with the worship of Apollo, and commanded 
"rest on the venerable day of the sui1." 

Sun worship, symbolized by the worship of 
Apollo as the god of tlie sun, was common 
throughout the Roman e.mpire. The first day of 
the week, or Sunday, was the day devoted to this 
heathen worship. This form of idolatry was al
most universal throughout the ancient world. 
In Gibbon's History, chapter 20, we read: "The 
devotion of Constantine was peculiarly directed 
to the genius of the sun, the Apollo of Greek 
and Roman mythology; and he was pleased to 
be represented by the symbols of the god of light 
and poetry. The unerring shafts of that deity, 
the brightness of his eyes, his laurel wreath, im
mortal beauty and eLegant accomplishments, 
seemed to point him out as thn patron of a youJ,Jg 
hero. The altars of Apollo were covered wiL11 
the votive offerings of Constantine; and the cred
ulous multitude were taught to believe that the 
emperor was .permitted to behold with mortal 
eyes the visible majesty of their tutelar deity; 
and that, either waking or in a vision, he was 
blessed with the auspicious omens of . a lm1g 
and virtuous reign. The sun was universally ac
cepted as the invincible guide and protector of 
Constantine." 

The emperor, therefore, commanded the observ
ance of the day devoted to the worship of the sun, 
not .as the Sabbath, which it was not, but under 
its old astronomical and heathen title, D£es Soli~, 
or the day of the sun, which it was. It was a 
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piece of statecraft, designed as a means of uniting 
the worship of Christ with the worship of Apollo, 
and Constantine stamped on his coins the name 
of one and the image of the other. The idea 
was to create harmony in the empire by making 
it appear that the religions differed little from 
each other, and were in fact essentially the same. 

Historically, therefore, the observance of Sun
day is an outgrowth of sun. worship. Having 
seen the origin of the observance of the seventh 
day of the week as a holy day, the manner 
of the change from the seventh day to the 
first day· and the reasons therefor, we may be 
able to get a juster estimate of the assertion 
that it is a sin against God to do anything 
on Sundays for which our ecclesiastical teachers 
have not granted us a dispensation. The other 
part of the argument, that men work too assid
uously and therefore that a weekly rest day 
should be ordained by law, may seem to super
ficial observation quite, another thing; but in fiwt 
it has its origin in a desire to cause the State to 
support the church in the claim that non-obser
vance of Sunday is a sin against God. But for 
this and for their desire to have the clay all their 
own, the ministers of our "Sabbath Union'~ 
would care little whether working people had 
one clay's rest in the week, or not. Very prob
ably they would even exhort us against the sin 
of idleness, should we propose a rest-day ior our
selves.-Portland Daily Oregonian, August 2, 
1889. 

Should Civil Laws Forbid Blasphemy? 

Our National Reform fi-iend, Mr. N. R. Johns
ton, takes us to task for printing the article in the 
SENTINEL No. 28, under the above heading. 
He says:-

" Your editorial under this head is wrong because 
it is all based upon a wrong definition of blasphemy. 
You follow the writings of civilians who know no 
more than you should know-and not so much. 
·watson says, 'There can be no blasphemy where 
there is not an impious purpose to derogate from the 
divine Majesty and to alienate the minds of others 
from the love of God. The blasphemeris no other than 
the caluminator of almighty God.' Such an act is a 
most heinous sin against God, and against man, 
against government and against its divine author, and 
therefore should not be tolerated but punished." 

We knew at the time that the full definition of 
blasphemy was not given. The object of the 
article was to expose the evil of that part of the 
definition which makes blasphemy consist of 
speaking against the accepted religion. For that 
reason we did not quote the definition in full, re
serving that paTt of it for another article which 
Mr. Johnston's communication demands, but 
which would have appeared soon even though he 
had not written. We quote it from the same 
authority from whrch we quoted the other; that 
is, "Cooley's Constitution of Limitations." He 
says:-

" Blasphemy has been defined as consisting in 
speaking evil of the Deity with an impious purpose 
to derogate from the divine majesty and to alienate 
the minds of others from the love of God." 

It is seen that this definition is in substance the 
same as that quoted by Mr. Johnston from 'Nat
son, and therefore the distinction which lie would 
make between the writings of civilians and those 
of theologians on this point, is not valid. The 
later part of the definition involves the speaking 
against the accepted religion, because when a 
government forbids anybody from speaking so as 
to alienate the minds of others from the love and 
reverence of God, it has to set up some form of 
governmental idea of God. Such governmental 
idea can be only that which is held by the ma
jority in the government. And for anybody to 

I 

speak in such a way as to alienate the minds of him he would have no majesty at all. Ti1is legal 
those people from that governmental idea of God, definition of blasphemy, and those who defend it, 
is necessarily held by such government to be do therefore put Jehovah, the self-existent On'e, 
blasphemy. The Russian system is a case in the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
point in which this principle appea s in its per- they do put him upon a level with all Lhe heathen 
feet baldness. As it prohibits the r:peaking in gods as one who derives his majesty from men, 
any such way as to turn anybocly's mind from and one from whose majesty the words and ac-. 
the accepted religion, whoever does so ifl guilty tions of men can derogate. And as real bias
of blasphemy and incurs the penalty of forfeiture pl1emy is to attribute to God tl1at which is coih 
of all civil rights and banishment to the most re- trary to his nature, and does not belong to him, 
mote parts of Siberia. Any such system as that is or to deny what does; and as the legal definition 
as wicked as blasphemy ftself. , of blasphemy does both of these; it is demon-

Our object in this article, however, is not to strated that the legal definition of blasphemy is 
defend the previous article, but to examine the in itself blasphemous. 
merits of the other part of the definition of blas- But it is asked, Did not Jehovah him~elf for
phemy not noticed in that, ap.cl that is, of its con- bid blasphemy and punish it? Yes, he did and 
sisting in speaking with an impious purpose to clero- he does yet. _But he never did forbid it because 
gate from the divine Majesty. We should like for he is afraid he ~- lose some of his majesty. Not 
our correspondent or anybody else to explain how at all. He forbids it because it is sin ; because 
any man's speaking against God can derogate from it- is wickedn-ess; bemmse it is rebellion agtiinst 
the divine Majesty. The masjesty of Jehovah does divine authority. And this is why it is that 
not consist in what men give to him. He is the when civil governments undertake to punish it, 
eternal God, and is eternal and infinite in maj- they usurp the authority of God. In all the 
esty as well as in every other attribute. Then statute hooks on this subject it is treated as an 
what men may or may not do cannot effect his offense against God, which only argues that the 
majesty to the slightest possible degree. If all Lord is not capable of dealing with offenses 
men on the earth were, to-day, to break out in against himself; that therefore the government 
the most hideous possible reviling of the Lord, must take it upon itself to help him. This is 
that couldn't effect ·his majesty in the least. It only again to come clown to the pagan idea and 
would cause the further degradation of the men put him upon a level with all the man-made gods 
themselves and lessen their own dignity; but it who are incapable of dealing with offenders. 
couldn't effect the dignity of God nor degrade There is an old lesson upon this subject which 
him. Before there ever was a man or intelligent we would sincerely commend to t1JC careful study 
creature God had all the majesty that he has of judges, jurists, lawyers, and National Reform
now and all that he ever will have, and he would ers. It is recorded in the sixth chapter of Judges. 
have had that majesty had man never been Israel had fallen into idolatry and were overrun 
created. by the Midianites. Gideon was called of the 

The creation of all intelligent creatures was Lord to save Israel from the hand of the Midian
not with the proud, selfish purpose of building, ,,i"e'e"&. Tbe g,r.m'tr--rua)or't'ty utl'IH:i"peopitrurm~.u,.. 
himself up, or of increasing his dignity; but it, I city, and evenltis father, were worshipers of' Baal. 
was out oflove to them, that they might have the· ':'Gideon was directed to throw down the altar of, 
joy of eternal joy in his presence. And all these: Baal and cut down the Asherah that was by it, 
intelligences ever can do is either in gratitude to ~nd build an altar unto the Lord, and take a 
him to enjoy eternally the blessedness of that joy, y~Jung bullock and offer it for a burnt offering 
or by sin to rob themselves of it. If any choose .. a*d to burn it with the wood of the Baalim which 
to rob themselves of it, as many have, that does h~ had dethroned. And because there were so 
not in the least derogate from the divine majesty. m~ny of the idol worshipers there, he did not 
If any choose to enjoy it, as untold myriads have dare to do it in the day time and did it at night. 
chosen, that does not add any to his majesty. ' ·when the people arose the next morning, and 
He is the self-existing One. Complete in himselt: wer~t out to worship, they found their gods were 
in every perfection, and nothing ever can dero- destroyed. Somebody had derogated immensely 
gate from his divine majesty. Therefore such a from the majesty of Baal. Such a thing as that 
definition of blasphemy expressing such au idea could not be suffered. They set on foot a diligent. 
of the Deity as that he can be robbed of his di- hwestigation to discover the one who had so 
vine majesty is in itself blasphemy. w'ickedly blasphemed. ''And when they inquired 

The truth is, that the idea expressed in these aFd asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash 
definitions of blasphemy is wholly pagan. It is hat.l1 done this thing._ Then the men of the city 
becoming only to man-made gods, as all but Je- sai•l unto Joash, bring out thy sou, that he may 
hovah have ever been. The gods of the heathen die; because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, 
have always been only such as .the heathen them·· and bec1.mse he hath cut down the grove that was 
selves made. When men make a .god it is evi- by iL:_ And Joash said stood against 
dent on the face of it that all the majesty which him, will ye plead for 
that god can ever have is such as those men can be a 
give to him. Therefore the more worshipers that 
god has the more majesty he has; the fewer worship
ers, the less majesty; consequently, when anybody 
should speak against those gods in a way to les
sen men's reverence for them, this was to derogate 
from their majesty. 

If, for insta~ce, one of' these gods had fifty 
thousand worshipers, he had, comparatively, a 
good deal of majesty ; but ift,ven'ty~five Luu'u"u,u• 

of these worshipers should turn against 
would only have halfas mpch majesty as he 
before; and if all his worshipers should 



2to THE AMERICAN SENTfNB:L. 

ing only such gods as they make themselves, 
whose gods only derive their majesty from men 
and have only such as men _give them; the other, 
recognizing a living and self-existent God yet 
usurps his authority and his prerogative. The 
government of the United States, with which that 
of all the States should be put in harmony, is 
distinct from both these and by its Constitution 
absolutely forbidding religio!JS tests, and religious . 
legislation, stands in harmony with the word of 
Jehovah, the living and true God, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
sinners, whose majesty is his own, eternal and 
infinite, and never can be derogated from; and 
who can deal with offenders with0ut any of the 
jury-meddling mediumship of ·earthly govern-
ments. ' A. 'l'. J. 

-----~ 
The Puritan Theocracy. 

MR. ,JoHN FrsK has lately published a book 
on the "Beginnings of New England, or the 
Puritan Theocracy in its Religious and· Civil 
Liberty." He well and abundantly shows what 
it would seem no one in these days should be 
disposed to deny, that is, that "the faults of 
the Puritan theocracy, which . found its most 
com~lete development in MasRachusetts, are so 
glaring that it is idle to seek to palli,ate or ex
plain them away," and that the aim of the .Puri
tans "in coming to .M:assach usetts was the con
struction of' a theocratic State which should be to 
Christians under the New Testament dispensation 
all that the theocracv of Moses and Joshua and 
Samuel had been to. the Jews in Old Testament 
days." Pp. vi and 146. Such truths, however, 
are not acceptable to some Calvinists even at this 
day. The Interior objects to this and criticises 
~~-if, citeSthededicat~l:Wilftlw •1:1utifrd:l·. 

monb\ment a short time ago at Plymouth, and 
says that in that, "no such ideas found expression 
or even an indorsement by implication," and that 
"further and more definitely the orator at t)he 
dedication took issue with the historian by decl~r
ing that these devout emigrants did not believ.J in 
a theocratic State any more than a seculm-i'zcd 
churcl1." 

The orator referred to was' the Hon. ·w. C. P. 
Breckii{ridge, member of Congress from J;(en
tucky and a member of the Presbyterian Cln.lrch.: 

The Intm·ior quotes from the orator the fOllow
ing words :-

"No historian has given to those who first sufferad 
for the sublime truth, that human freedom ,\;as iin
possible except by the separation of Church and Stlne, 
that placa of eminence which is by right theirs. Thisis 
the truth to which the pilgrim fathers testified. 'Chis 
truth they first brought to America; this is their true 
honor; this their fadeless crown. The .::om_Pany 
'which came over in the J[ayjlowe:r' was df the Cal
vinistic Protestant Church. Its peculiarity w,as that it 

It was purely Engijsh. It 
and .:1hurch, 

and-

true that they held that the Church is a voluntary 
spiritual association to be governed only by the 
lawsofChristandentirelyfree as a Church from the 
domination of the State. 1,3ut it is not true that 
they believed or .held in any way that the State 
should be free from the domination of the Church, 
and that is just what makes the half' truth. 

In stating a people's belief in the separation of 
Church and State, it is not enough to say that they 
do not believe in the churches being free from the 
domination of the• State. To state the whole 
truth in such a case, it must be said that they do 
not believe in the domination :of the State by the 
Church. There is a union of-Church and State 
when the Church dominates the State as certainly 
as fhere is when the State dominates the Church. 
And in talking of a theocracy it is not at all a 
correct expression of a separation of' Church and 
Sta~e to say that the Church is free from the 
domination of the State. 

Properly speaking, the domination of' the 
Church by the State is not a theocracy. A the
ocracy is only where. the religious element domi
nates t.he civil. And when speaking of a the
ocracy the only correct statement of a belief in the 
separation of Church and State is to say that it is 
a belief in the total separation of religious and 
civil things; that the religious shall not interfere 
with, nor control, nor use the civil power for its 
own purposes in anything. 

In the line of its own criticism and of the above 
thought of the orator, the Interior says:-

"The interference of a temporal ruler with spiritual 
matters or. the holding of a church service under State 
authority and patronage becomes intolerable to those 
who have conceived the thought of worshiping God 
according to the dictates of their own consciences." 

That is all true. And in addition to this it is 
also true that the interference of a spiritual ruler 
with civil matters, or the holding of State service 
under Church authority and direction, is intoler
able to those who have conceived the thought 
of worshiping God according to the dictates of 
their own consciences, as well as to those who have 
conceived the thought of' not worshiping Go~ at 
all. 

The truth of this whole subject is expressed in 
these three sentences: The State dominating re
ligion and using religion for State purposes is the 
pagan idea. Religion denominating the State 
and using the civil power for religious purposes is 
the papal idea. The total clear-cut and distinct 
separation of religion and the State, as the United 
States Constitution has it, is the Christian idea. 

A. T. J. 

What Next in the Fight for Religious 
Liberty? 

NEW and startling ·developments in the work 
of thos3 whose efforts threate~ the religious lib
erty of our Nation, tell us that they do not think 
for a moment of giving over the struggle as long 
as they have a single opponent in the field. 
They are tireless in their exertions and free with 
their means, to secure influence and patronage. 
Every expedient within their reach is being util
ized to the furtherance of their ends. 

First, they send a general agent into every 
State and Territory, to work up conventions, to 
which the local clergy are invited and there in
structed. These, in turn, go to their respective 

and work Uf> the matter, by organizing 
societies. The members of these societies 

not only expected to sign a petition to Con
for a Sunday-Rest bill, but are also expected 

to interest all others in that work by putting 
reading matter into their hands. 

This is the work they lmve been engaged in 
since Congress adjourned last March. Their 
activity in the matter shows that they do not con· 
sider their cause a hopeless one, by any means. 
On the other hand, their earnestness means that 
when Congress assembles the coming winter, they 
intend to be fully organized for effective work, 
and to have many millions of petitions to 0on
gress in behalf of a Sunday bill. 

When Congress adjourned last spring, the 
friends of the Blair bill sent out the following: 
"Congress has adjourned, but not without giving 
the petitioners a good omen, by ordering the pub
lication of 42,000 copies of the hearing upon it. 

The gathering of signat'ures and indorse
ments to the petitions should not be aba,ted in the 
least." From this it is plain that insteau of feel
ing that their previous work was a failure, they 
believe it was a success, and are working with 
might and main to be prepared to carry the 
matter through the coming session of Congress. 

More than this, Mr. Crafts said in the presence 
of the writer this summer, that Mr. Blair had 
consented to revise his rest bill and m~kc it more 
stringent, according to the request of' the friends 
of the bill, and that when it came up again, it 
would be more in accordance ~vith their minds. 
The writer also heard Mr. Blair say that all the 
testimony taken last winter for and against his 
bills would be available in the next Congress. 
Th~se things are stated to show the reader that 
none of the friends of that measure consider the · 
Sunday bill dead. 

Many of the leading politicians of the country 
are Gf the opinion that a special session of Con
gress will be called next November. This is one 
month earlier than it usually meets. In this 
case,. the friends of' Sunday legislation will be on 
hand fully organized, and have a bill brought up 
as early in the session as they can, and then stay 
hy to p'ush it us fast as possible. This is the end 
they are working to, and the friends of' religious 
liberty ougllt to be on the alert to enlighten the 
masses, and check as far as possible such move-
ments. J. 0. Couuss. 

The Method of Manliness. 

FRANCIS MuRPHY, of Pittsburg, is one of the 
greatest of the temperance apostles of our day. 
From a recent address we quote this passage: 
"It is time for the church of God to pause and 
cease running to the Legislature to save them from 
their sins. Acts of the Legislature, like Moses, 
always die within sight of the promised land. 
This is an age of reason, of thought, of education. 
A man who doesn't drink liquor because he can
not get it does not deserve any pr.aise. A man 
who does not steal because he has no opportunity 
deserves no praise as an honest man. Every 
brave man who has stood up under the sky has 
been developed in the face of great temptation." 
It is singular indeed th at there should be per
sons of' intelligence who suppose that temperance is 
the restraint of law, not selt~control.- Oregonian. 

THE warlike notes are not sung by Rev. M A. 
Gault only. At theW ashington Sunday-law Con
vention, Rev. 'f. A. Fernley exclairped, "While 
there is breath in our bodies, and a drop of' blood 
in our veins, we will never give up the Sabbath 
[Sunday]." And these are the professed leade~s 
of the followers. of Him who,, teaches all his 
disciples te be meek and lowly. 
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subject, the Yo Semite-and what could I say more? "-REV. JOSEPH COOK, of Boston. 

"It is a truthful, interesting, and instructive work."-GALEN CLARK, Yo Semite Valley. 
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"As might have been expected, Mr. Hutchings' storyofthe Valley that he knows and loves so 
well, is no cold description, but reads with all the charms of a romance."-San Francisco Hotel 
Gazette. 

"Those who have not seen Yo Semite cannot do better, short of going to the Valley, th,atll by 
purchasing Mr. Hutchings' handsome voltll11e."-Tize Sacramento Record-Union. 1 

In order to place this valuable book-the only one of the kind
within the reach of everybody, we offer this edition at the exceedingly 
low price of $1 .so per copy, post-paid. Send on your orders quick, 
while the edition lasts. · 
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The work contains I?,' pages and will be sent 
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NoTE.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

vV E have some contributions on hand, which will 
appear in course of time. That the SENTINEL is 
too l:lmall for the demand upon its columns, is the 
apology we have to offer to our contributors. \Ve 
trust it may be otherwise in the near future. But 
that matter rests somewhat with its~ons. 

~ 

THE president of the American Sabbath 
Union, Elliott F. Shepard, insists properly enough 
that if men will keep the Sabbath they will, get 
a blessing. And he also insists that all who do 
not keep it must be compelled to keep it by a 
'National Sunday law. But will people get that 
blessing who will not keep it without being 
compelled to? In other words can you force the 
blessing of God upon men? and that by civil 
law? 

THERE is a great cry now by Protestants 
against the Roman Catholic demand for public 
money for sectarian use; but the example was 
first set by Protestants, and Rome is not only 
quick to learp, but she never forgets. Now, the 
P1·otestants are about to set the example of hav
ing legislation enforcing the observance of church 
institutions; and as with the other, so with this, 
the Roman Catholic power will be quick to learn 
the trick, and will carry it to an extent little 
dreamed of by those professed Protestants who 
demand the evil example that shall be set. 

' ' . ~ .. 
Two evenings after Mi·;;;Shepard delivered his 

lecture entitled, "Does the Sabbath pay?" in 
which he set before the people the pecuniary advan
tages of Sunday rest, stating that the manufacturer 
who closed his business on Sunday.· would make 
thirty-six per cent. more than the one who worked, 
we heard the manager of a small railroad say before 
the same audience that the lecturer had converted 
him, and that the preceding Sunday was the last 
Sunday that trains would run on his road. At 
this the congregation applauded immoderately, 
and we, rj:)mcmbering tho inducements that the 
redoubtable Colonel had set forth, could only 
think of the wonls of an ancient writer: ".Men 
will praise thee when thou doest well to thysel£" 

THURSDAY night and Friday, A'Jgust 15, 16, 
there was held in San Francisco a convention to 
organize a Sunday-law Union for Northern Cali
fornia auxiliary to theN ational Sunday-law Union. 

·As usual in these meetings great sympathy was 
professed for the workingman. The workingman 
was mentioned often. The kind of Sabbath that the 
workingman needs, was the subject of onf, of the 
'principal speeches. Yet for all this the1:e was 
not a workingman there as delegate or as repre
sentative from anywhere. There was not a 
workingman to make a speech in all the conven
tion. There was not a workingman made a 
member of the Executive Committee, which was 
large. The only interest the workingmen showed 
in the convention was to send letters telling the 

managers that the Sunday-law crusade is "only an 
effort of their preachers to fill their pews." It 
seem~ strange that a movement that is so univer-· 
sally favored by the workingmen as the Sunday
law managers would have it to be believed this is, 
should be so doubted and scouted by the work
ingmen as this is. In other words the facts 
prove that on this point the claim of the Sunday
law managers is a fraud. 

AT theW ashington City Sunday-law convention 
last winter, Dr. Conrad said that "thirteen years 
ago Berlin had 800,000 inhabitants, now it has 
double that number, yet o~ly one church has 
been built in that time, and that is the only 
church built there in fifty years. The Church has 
lost her power over the people. Many, though 
con:fh:med in the Church, are freethinkers in re
ligion, s,nd as citizens are Socialists." Thi,s is a 
lesson worth the learning by those statesmen (?) 
who want religion forced by law into the public 
schools for the benefit of the State. Such a thing 
is a damage both to religion and the State. 

ONE or two statements which we recently took 
down from the lips of Mr. Shepard, president of the 
American Sabbath Union, should be preserved 
for future reference. One of them was this: "It 
is useless for anyone to claim that the Sabbath has 
any rights except as they place thems~lves on 
the divine commandment." This is true in itsel£ 
We believe it. We believe that the only basis 
for Sabbath keeping is the fourth commandment, 
and that outside of that there is no authority for 
it. But the fourth commandment does not au
thorize human governments to make laws enjoin
ing Sabbath observance; and when Colonel Shep
ard advocates a law compelling Sunday observ
ance, he is doing one of two things; he is either 
~aking himself entirely away from the divine com- · 
mandment, or he is advocating the putting of the 
government in the place of God, and making it 
execute the divine decrees. This is in fact just 
what he is doing; and by this statement he shmvs 
that the Sunday movement is first and last a re
ligious movement, and a movement for the securing 
of governmental aid. to advance certain theories of 
religion. In other words, he is .working for a 
movement to secure a union of Church and 
State. 

Another thing which Mr. Shepard said, should 
be remembered, so that he and his fellow-workers 
may be confronted with it. Said he, "Governments 
do not derive their just powers from the consent of 
the governed. God is the only lawgiver. Hfs 
laws are made clear and plain in his word, so that 
all nations may know what are the laws which 
God ordained to be kept." 

This statement coming from the chief officer of 
the American Sabbath Union sliows that that as
sociation is identical with the National Reform 
Association, though they have different officers, 
and different names, and their constitutions are 
difterently worded; the object for which they 
work is the same, and they are to all intents 
and purposes one party. It shows that they are 
working for a theocracy, and that they wish to 
have the officers 'of the government stand as the 
exponents of the divine will. . vVe have no ob
jection to a theocracy, if God himself is the gov
ernor, but we would have most serious objections 
to self-appointed vicegerents of God. Mr. Shep
ar(l's statement shows that he and thnse allied with 
him in his work are disloyal to the government of 
the United States, Tl1ey are at heart traitors. 

They traduce the Constitution of the United 
States, and openly flaunt their disrespect for it. 

We are glad that there are still some in this 
country who are loyal citizens,~men and women 
wlw honor the great charter of American liber.ty, 
-for we know that with all such people self-styled 
national reformers can find no sympathy. 

TnE American Sabbath Union says, "There is 
rest more in employment than in idleness." This 
is true, because true rest is only change of occu
pation. But the work of the Union is to secure 
a national law by which people shall be compelled 
to be idle on Sunday. Then, when they shall 
have secured the national power to compel all 
people to be idle, what employment shall the 
government give to these so that they may have 
a proper and profitable rest? The only proper 
employment for the Sabbath and the only kind 
contemplated by the Author of the Sabbath, is 
the worship, and holy thought and meditation 
upon the works, of God. But how is the govern
ment to furnish such employment as that? The 
simple and easy answer is, that it cannot furnish· 
it at all. It is impossible for any but God to 
furnish it. 

Government is founded in consent. Govern
ments derive their just powers from the consent 
of the governed. In this consent men sur
render certain natural rights in order more fully 
to secure these and others. A just equivalent is 
j.ustly expected in every such suneuder, and 
without such an equivalent the surrender is void. 
Now, in the enactment of a Sunday law, the gov
ernment obliges every man to surrender his right 
to engage in proper and profitablecmployment one
seventh part of his time. In other words, the gov
ernment asks that men shall surrender one-seventh 
of their income, and for what equivalent? Idle
ness, and that only. But idleness is no equivalent 
whatever. Therefore, in the enactment of Sun
day laws the government requires the citizen to 
surrender certain rights for which he receives no 
equivalent whatever. Consequently the surrender 
is in itself void, and for the government to insist 
upon and force the surrender is tyranny. 

Thus, clearly, it is demonstrated that the en
actment of Sunday laws is directly subversive 
of the most sacred principles of American insti
tutions,-the principle that governments derive 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, 
which consent must be met by an equivalent. It 
is not therefore in the least to be wondered at that 
the workers for a national Sunday law should de
clare the object of that movement tCJ be "to 
change that feature in our fundamental law." 
That is the logic of the movement. And then 
they will call it the "American Sabbath "! The 
fact is, it is un-American in ~ts very inception. 
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No man ·acquires any additional right under 
civil government by becoming a Christian. 

TnE religious lcgislationists declare that "It is 
grand larceny to take away the toilers' weekly 
rest-day." Even if that were true, nobody (lan 
commit such larceny, because· nobody can take 
away the toilers' weekly rest-day. Every man 
can have his rest-day who wants it bad enough 
to take it; and nobody can take it away from him. 
So nobody can ever commit any such larceny. 
But if it be grand larceny to take from the toiler 
his rest-day which nobody can do, then what is it 
for the government, under pains and penalties, to 
take away from the industrious citizen his work 
day, which these people by their Sunday law pro
pose to do. Because, from the man who has. 
taken his weekly rest-day on another day than 
Sunday, they intend to have the government to 
take away one of his work days. They propose 
undur cover of governmental power to rob such 
a man of one-sixth of his income as a tribute to 
their ideas of the sacredness of Sunday. This is 
not only grand larceny in fact, it is so with tyr
anny added. 

IN a recent lecture ou the question of Home 
Rule in Ireland, Pro£ J. P. Mahaffy, of Dublin 
Uni vorsity, made a most important distinction 
.between Catholicism.and ·Protestantism, which it 
would be well for all to bear in mind. He had 
made the statement that Horne Rule in Ireland 
meant Roman Catholic supremacy, and that that 
meant persecution.·. He then noticed the charge 
that Pi.-otestantism also has persecuted, which he 
frankly admitted, stating that those who attempted 
to deny it did themselves and their cause an 
injustice; but, said he, "When the Catholic 
Church persecutes, she persecutes according to 
her own principles, and when the Protestant per~ 
secutes, he persecutes against his own principles.'' 

This is indeed a most important distinction,· 
from which it follows that when the Protestant 
persecutes he adopts Catholic principles, and 
ceases to be Protestant. Now apply this to the 
National Reform Sunday movement. We find 
that wherever National· Reform principles have 
been carried out, as in Arkansas and Tennessee, 
~nd Sunday laws have been enforced, there has 
been most bitter~ maligllll,nt, a»d wicked perewu-

tion. And it is a fiwt that has never been denied 
by the leaders of the National Reform movement, 
that the euforoe~uent of the Sunday laws in those 
States is strictly ;in accordance with so~led 
National Reform principles. No paper published 
in the interests ·of legal Sunday observance has 
ever disavowed one feature of that abominable 
and un-Ameriean persecution. Therefore we are 
justified in our assertion that the Sunday move
ment as set forth by the National Reform Asso
ciation, the American Sabbath Union, etc., is 
opposed to every principle of Protestantism.; 
that every true Protestant will oppose the nwve
rnent; and that he who does not oppose it, 
or at least does not withhold his assent from it, 
has no right to call himself a Protestant. 

"It Is Indeed a Union." 

IN the Missouri Sunday-law convention Rev. 
Mr. Tatlow said :-

"Neither the civil power as God's ordinance, nor 
the civil ruler as God's minister, witl1in its special 
province, has any authority as such, to make void any 
of the ten commandments, whether by neglect in en
forcing them or by indifference to their authority and 
claims. At this point, the party of civil policy pro· 
tests and cries out that this is uniting C:hurch and 
State. The Christian replies, it is indeed a union, but 
only so far as two separate jurisdictions--the one spirit
ual and primary; and the other secular and secondary 
-exercise each one its own appropriate authority, 
within its own individual province, to secure a two
fold good to the twofold life of man. This union, 
therefore, is like the union of the spiritual in man 
acting conjointly with the body of man, the body 
being brought under and kept in subjection to the 
spiritual." 

That is precisely such a union of Church and 
State as the Papacy advocates. The statement is 
almost word for word, as is the statement of the 
papal claims on the same point. The papal 
claim is, that the two powers in the world are the 
spiritual and the secular. That the spiritual is 
the church, and the temporal is the State. That 
the spiritual is superior to the temporal, and, as 
in the body man's temporal concern must be sub
ject to the spiritual, so in the world the temporal 
power must be subject to the spiritual. ·The State 
must be subject to the church; and the temporal 
power, the State, must be brought under and kept 
in subjection to the spiritual, the church. And 
therefore, the Pope as head of the spiritual ·power 
is superior to kings who are the heads of the tem
poral. Consequently, all civil rulers must be sub
ject to the Pope. 

There is not a shadow of difference between the 
papal theory and this so distinctly set forth by 
:M:r. Tatlow. It is indeed a union. A union of 
the most vital sort, a union as close as is the 
union of the spiritual and the physical in map: 
Aud thi:de the deliberate view set forth iu a wtitteu 

essay by a representative speaker in tho Missouri 
State convention which was called to organize, 
and which did organize, a State Sabbath Uuion 
au~iliary to the American Sabbath Union, nml at 
which the field secretary of the American Sab
bath Union was present. Mr. Tatlow's view of 
this relationship, however, is not at ali' distinct in 
principle from that stated by tho' American Sab
bath Union himsel£ He puts it up under the il
lustration of tho two arms of the body, the relig
ious being the right arm and the civil being the 
left arm. Mr. Tatlow only more clearly ex
presses how closely awl intimately the two arms 
are expected to act together. And how the left 
'arm is to be guided by the right arm, and kept in 
subordination to it. · And then in the face oi 
these plain statements of their own they will still 
put on an air of innocence injured almost to holy 
martyrdom, when we say to the people that tlH 
Sunday-law movement bears in itself a union oi 
Church and State, witl1 all that history shows thai 
that term implies. 

·we have known all the time that it is indeed a 
union ~n which the spiritual is intended to b() 
primary and the secular second!try. \Vo luwe 
known all the time that it is indeed a union in 
which the secular authority is to be brought un
der and kept in subjection to the spiritual. This 
is what the SENTlNEL has been telling the people 
for these four years. And now it comes forth 
plainly in their own words. And yet we donbt 
.not that when we thus print it, and send it fmth, 
that they will again deny that they intend to 
bring about a union of Church and State, or that 
their movement has any tendency whatever in 
that direction. A. ~r. J. 

A Sunday-law Conviction ·in· Georgia. 

THE following is from the Atlanta Conlftitution 
of August 30 :-

The conviction in Forsyth County of a man 
named Conklin, who was charged with chopping 
wood on Sunday, has created a decided ;;ensation 
among the Seventh-day Adventists in Georgia. 

The announcement of tho conviction was made 
in the Constittdion yesterday. 

Rev. J. 0. Corliss was iu Atlanta yesterday and 
talked at length about the case. 

'~The witnesses testifiecl," said he, "that they 
saw him chopping saplings just back of his house, 
but did not know what he was chopping them 
for. On being questioned, one of them said he 
lived within one hundred and fifty yards of the 
defendant's house, but had never seen him work 
on Sunday before. And yet he was convicted by 
a jury of twelve men and fined $25 and costs, 
amounting in all to $46.80. 

"Now,in theordinary courseofevents it would 
uot be strange to fine a man convicted for viohtt· 
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ing the laws of the State. But it seems that this 
man had done no more than all his neighbors had 
done, that is, chop a little wo.od for immediate use, 
as a necessity. In fact, one of the witnesses it is 
Haid, has frequently driven his team all day Sun
day to be at the market in Atlanta early Monday 
morning." 

·"What is the reason for the conviction, then? 
"Simply this: The poor man happened to 

have a conscience which led him to observe Sat
urday, the seventh day of the week, instead of 
Sunday, the first day or the week. He is a good 
citizen, pays all his honest debts, and is respected 
by all as a .man. But it seems that the people of 
t.hat vicinity have a corner on religion and are 
determined that no one shall indulge in a belief 
that is lJOt received from them. At least, one 
would think so from the plea made before the 
jury by the State's attorney. They wanted to 
teach the defendant that he could not come into 
that county and overturn the Sabbath of their 
forefilthers. 

"You may talk about your jute bagging trusts 
and sugar trusts, but a religious trust is the most 
dangerous of all, and the more detrimental to the 
interests of the country, because it is more tyran
!lical and generates more bad blood. If this man, 
Conklin, had not actually violated the law of the 
State, and the State's witness failed to show that 
he had, on what principle of right and justice was 
he thus deprived of his hard earnings, to say noth
ing of being subjected to the odium of being thus 
arraigned as a criminal? 

"The State's attorneys took a religious view of 
the case," continued Mr. Corliss. " They con
tended that the Adventists were trying to displace 
the Sabbath of our forefathers, and to overturn 
the religion of all past generations. Colonel T. 
L. Lewis, of Alpharetta, and Colonel Philipps, of 
Marietta, argued that it was unjust to punish the 
man for working on Sunday, as his conscience led 
him to observe Saturday as the Sabbath, and he 
had kept it sam·ed. They also claimed that he was 
chopping wood for household purposes. But he 
was convicted; and, to show tl1eir appreciation of 
his condition, as Conklin is very poor, Colonel 
Philipps and Colonel Lewis each gave him $10 
towards paying his fine." 

--------~--------

An Inadmissible Admission. 

izing it. Therefore to vote for license is sin. 
The whole thing depends upon the major, "ad
mitting that it is a crime." But suppose that 
is not admitted, then what? Then neither the 
minor nor the conclusion follows. So that all 
that syllogism amounts to, and all that the resolu
tion amounts to in fact is, that if it be admitted that 
to vote for license is sin, then it is sin. But e:ven 
that doesn't follow, because it may be admitted 
that a certain thing is sin when there may be 
no sin about it. 

More than this. A thing may be admitted to 
be a crime and yet it be not sin at all. It is a 
crime in nearly every State in this Union to work 
on Sunday, and a good many· people are doing 
their best to make it a ·cri1~e anywhere in all 
the Nation. But to work on Sunday is not sin. 
An act may be a crime and yet not in any way a 
sin. . To be a Christian in the days of Paul, in 
th~o.rnan Empire, was to be guilty of the. high
est crime-crimen majestatis. But there were 
multitudes of people who committed that crime 
and yet were sinless in it. 

Crime is a violation· of human law-a law of 
the State. And human laws-laws of the State 
-may forbid that which is right, as the Roman 
Empire did when it prohibited the worship of 
any gods but such as were recognized by the 
Roman law; and as the different States of this 
Union do when they prohibit work on Sunday~ 
For the Christians to worship God in the Roman 
Empire in the first two centuries was a crime, 
but it was not sin. For people to work on Sun
day in nearly all the States is a crime, but it is 
not sin. Consequently, admitting a thing to be a 
crime do.es not at ~ll admit it to be sin. It may 
be sin. But whether it is does not at all depend 
upon men's admitting that it is, but upon whether 
God says it is. If God says a thing is sin, it 
is sin, whether it be admitted or not, and whet4er 
it be a crime or not. And what God does not 
say is sin is not sin, even though it be admitted 
to be a crime. 

\Ve freely admit that the liquor traffic is sin, 
whether it is a .crime or not depends upon what 
the State laws say. The liquor traffic is a crime 
in this country only in Iowa, Kansas, and Maine. 
In none of the other States is it a crime, be
cause the State does not prohibit it. 

Again: This resolution says, "Admitting that 
it is a crime, it can't be legalized without sin." 

THE Cumberland Presbyterian Church, at its But whether it is a crime or not, depends upon 
General Assembly in Kansas City, last May, whether it is legal or not. If it is legalized, it 
amongst its resolutions passed the following on is not crime. If it is forbidden, it is crime. 
the subj~ct of. the ·liquor traffic:- Consequently, the admission is not admissible un-

Resolved, That, admitting that it is a crime, it can- less the law declares the fact, and if the law de
not be legalized without sin. It cannot be licensed clares it, then it is a crime whether it be ad
without legalizing it. Therefore to vote for license is mitted or not. 
sin. This resolution illustrates the absurdities into 

This is a fair sample of the predicament into which men run when they confound crime and 
which men get when they undertake to create sin, and religious with civil things, as the third 
sins. It is probable that to their own satisfaction, party prohibition element does. It also shows 
that General Assembly has decided that to vote what the SENTINEL has constantly affirmed, that, 
for license is sin. And, probably, that General if prohibition were secured upon the basis upon 
Assembly is prepared to deal with the man who which it is demanded by the third party pro
votes for a license as with a sinner, and to con- hibition element, the condition of affairs would 
sign him to the place where, all sinners are to go, actually be worse than they are now. Prohibi
except they repent. tion, on a civil basis, is right. But .prohibition 

But, have they proved that to vote for license upon a religious basis,-the liquor traffic prollib
is sin? The conclusion in a syllogism is always ited because it is irreligious or because it is im
as good as the premises, but it is never any bet- moral, or because it is a sin,-would introduce 
ter, and it can't be any better. ·what then, is into the body politic such a confusion of ole
the premise in this one? Major: Admitting ments as would, in a little while, prove the rem
that it is a crime, it cannot be legalized without · , cdy to be ten thousand times worse than the 
sin, Minor: It cmmot be lic(msed without legal- \lisease. A. T. J, 

Senator Douglas and the Clergymen. 

IN 1854 there were 3,050 ministers in New 
England, who were ·practical "National Reform
ers." They believed that government was not an 
institution " of the people, by the people, and for 
the people," and that governments do not " de
rive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed ; " But they believed all power is of 
God; and that the ministry, as God's representa
tive on earth, is the fountain whence flows all 
power and authority. 

Then, as now, they attempted to dictate to Con
gress, civil policy. They claimed the right to re
prove, rebuke, and denounce with all authority 
and doctrine. So against the "Nebraska bill" 
they exercised that right thus:-
" 1'o the Hon. Senate and House of Reptesentati;vcs of the 

United States, in Congtess assembled-
" The undersigned clergymen of different religious 

denominations in New England, as ministers of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, hereby in the .name of Al
mighty God, and in his presence, do solemnly pro
test against the passage of what is known as the 
Nebraska bill. We protest against it as a great moral 
wrong, exposing us to the righteous judgments of the 
Almighty." 

But Cong1·ess would recognize them only as citi
zens, and not as judges to pronounce the verdict 
and dire decrees of Jehovah. For this offense 
twenty-five ministers, assembled in Chicago, passed 
resolutions charging Congress with disrespect to 
man and God. Here is their own statement of 
tl}eir divine prerogative:-
•. "Resolved first, That the ministry is the divinely
appointed institution for the declaration and enforce
ment of God's will upon all points of moral and re
ligious truth; and that as such, it is their duty to re
prove, rebuke, and exhort, with all authority and 
doctrine." 

In a letter dated April 6, 1854, Stephen A. 
Douglas replied :-

" I understand your position to be this: that 
you are 'ministers of the gospel ; ' that the 'min
istry is the divinely-appointed institution for the 
declaration and enforcement of God's will upon 
all points of moral and religious truth;' that this 
'divinely-appointed institution' is empowered 
'to declare' what questions of a civil, political, 
judicial, or legislative character, do involve 
'poiv.ts of moral and religious truth ; ' and that, 
clothed with 'all authority and doctrine,' this 
'divinely-appoint;ed institution' proceeds to issue 
its mandates to the Congress of the United States 
' in the name of the Almighty God.' This being 
your position, I must be permitted to say to you, 
in all Christian kindness, that I differ with you 

. widely, radically, and fundamentally, in respect 
to the nature and extent of your rights, duties, 
and powers, as ministers of the gospel. If the 
claims of this' divinely-appointed institution' shall 
be enforced, and the various public functionaries 
shall yield their judgment to your supervision, 
and their consciences to your keeping, there will 
be noJimit to your temporal power except your 
own wise discretion and virtuous forbearance. 
If your 'divinely-appointed institution ' has the 
power to prescribe the mode and the terms f(>r 
the organization of Nebraska, I see no reason why 
your auth@rity may not be extended over the 
whole continent. 

" The will of the people, expressed in obedience 
to the forms and provisions of the Constitution, is 
the supreme law of the land. But your office as 
ministers is not prov ided for in the Constitution. 
Nowhere in the Constitution or laws of any of 
the States, or of the United States, is there to be 
found !l. provision co:ustitllting or recognizing you 



and your brethren the' divinely-appointed institu
tion for the declaration and enforcement of God's 
will;' and therefore, in your character as a body of 
ministers, you cannot claim any political power 
under our system of government. 

"The persecutions of our ancestors were too 
f~;esh in the memories of our revolutionary fathers, 
for them to create, recognize, or even tolerate, a 
church establishment in this country, clothed 
with temporal authority. So apprehensive were 
they of the usurpations of this, most fearful and 
corrupting of all despotisms, whether viewed with 
reference to the purity of the church or the hap
piness of the people, that they provided in the 
Constitution that 'no religious test shall ever be 
required as a qualification to any office or public 
trust under the United States.' Still fearful that 
in a process of time, a spirit of religious fanati
cism, or a spirit of ecclesiastical domination (yet 
more to be dreaded, because cool and calculating) 
might seize upon some exciting political topic, 
and in an evil hour surprise or entrap the peo
ple into a dangerous concession of political power 
to the clergy, the first Congress under the Con
stitution proposed, and the people adopted, an 
amendment ~o guard against such a calamity, in 
the following words : 'Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or pro
hibiting the free exercise thereof.' 

"The doctrine of our fathers was, and the 
principle of the Constitution is, that every human 
being has an inalienable, divinely-conferred right 
to worship God according to the dictates of his 
own conscience; and that no earthly institution 
nor· any institution on earth, can rightfully de
prive him of that sacred and inestimable privi
lege. 

/,I have wandered over distant and extensive 
portions of tl1e globe, during the past year, where 
the successor of Mohammed proclaimed and en
fbrced God's will on earth according to the prin
ciples of inspired truth and obligation as recorded 
in the Koran ; and, by the potency of his 'di
vinely-appointed institution,' held in the hollow qf 
his hand and suspended on his breath, the lives, 
the liberties, and the property, of millions of men, 
women and children. When within his domin
ions and surrounded by nis bayonets, ·-r had 
neither the time nor the disposition to argue the 
question of his right to 'reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with all authority and doctrine,' in the 
name· of the Almighty! But when I set foot on 
the shores of my native land, under the broad 
folds of our national flag, surrounded by the pro
tecting genius o£our American institutions, I did 
not feel like recognizing any such rightful author
ity of that 'divinely-appointed institution,' in tem-
poral affairs, l1ere or elsewhere. . 

" Our fathers held that the people were the 
only true source of all political power. But 
what avails this position, if the constituted au
thorities established by the people are to be con
trolled and directed-not by their own judgment, 
not by the will of their constituents, but-by the 
divinely-constituted power of the clergy'? 

"Your claims for the supremacy o'r this 'di
vinely-appointed institution' are subversive of the 
fundamental principles tlpon which the whole re
publican system rests. What the necessity of a 
Congress, if you can supervise and direct its con
duct? Why sustain a vast and complex judicial 
system, to expound the law and administer justice 
and determine all disputes in respect to human 
rights, if your 'divinely-appointed institution' is 
invested with all authority to prescribe the rule 

of decision in the name of the Deity? If your 
pretensions be just and valid, why not dispense 
with all the machinery of human government 
and subject ourselves, freely and unreservedly, 
together with all our temporal and spiritual in
terests and hopes, to the justice and mercy of 
Lhis divinely-appointed institution?" 

The Illinois " Little Giant" tore the vail from 
the whole wicked scheme. Let his words be 
read everywhere. GEORGE A. BATES. 

'~ 
Green Vale, Jo Daviess Co., Ill. 

Religion and the Public Schools. 

( Contim~ed.). 
BECAUSE of its great importance both as a 

State and National question, J beg permission of 
the committee to be allowed to present as a pa.rt 
of my argument, a portion of the argument of the 
lion. Stanley Matthews, now Associate Justice of 
the United States Supreme Court, upon this very 
question, in the case of Minor et al. vs. Cincinnati 
School Board et al. I ask further to present this 
because it would be impossible for me to make 
an argument as good, and I seriously doubt 
whether anybody can ever make a better. After 
referring to the resolution of the Cincinnati ScJwol 
Board which forbade the reading of the Bible at 
the opening exercises of the city schools, Mr. 
Matthews said;__, 

" I do say that the reading of the Holy Bible 
in tl1e manner repealed by this resolution is the 
teaching of a dogma in religion, held by only a 
portion of the religious community, objected to 
by a large part of the others, and that it is in a 
just, true and sober ~ense,-as to all who either 
reject it, in whole or. in part, as a divinely in
spired and infallible book, and as to all others, 
who admitting that to be its character, neverthe~ 
less deny that it can properly be understood_ 
without the interpreting aid of external authority, 
as to unbelievers, Jews, and Roman Catholics,
a merely sectarian book. Now, if your honors 
please, the community is divided, you may say, 
in a general way, as a matter of fact, of which 
your honors can take judicial notice, and to which 
your honors' notice is addressed specially by the 
answer in this case, into at least three main divis
ions of religious belief, throwing out of view all 
those who have merely a negative position, some
times called nullifidians-believers in nothing, if 
you choose, except what they see, and 'hear, and 
feel. But I propose to confine myself now only 
to that division of the community as to their posi
tive religious belief; and I will include under one 
name all Protestant Christians, including every 
variety of faith, every sect and denomination, 
from those who take a merely humanitarian view 
of the person and the work of our divine Saviour 
up to those who believe that he was the incarnate 
God, and embracin~ every possible shade and 
variation of religious belief. . • • . 

"Here are all these varieties of belief. The 
gentlemen say, What. is conscience? It may be 
a very small matter in their estimation, applied 
to othet• people a very small matter, not to be 
taken notice of; and one gentleman quotes the 
legal maxim 'De minimis non curat lex,' in refer
ence to the supposed conscience of an infidel. 

"But this will not do. We may call the ec
centricities of conscience vagaries, if we please; 
but in matters of religious concern we have no 
right to disregard or despise them, no matter lww 
trivial and absurd we may conceive them to be. 
In the days of the early Christain martyrs,the 
Roman lictors. and soldiers despised and rid~culed 
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the fanaticism that refused the trifling conformity 
of a pinch of incense upon the altar erected to 
the Cresar that arrogated to himself the title and 
honor of 'Divine,' or of a heathen statue. His
tory is filled with the record of bloody sacrifices 
which holy men who feared God rather than men 
have not withheld, on account of what seemed to 
cruel persecutors but trifling observances and 
concessions. . , 

" Conscience, if your honors please, is a tender 
thing, and tenderly to be regarded ; and in the 
same proportion in which a man treasures his 
own moral integrity, sets up the light of conscience 
within him as the glory of God shining in him to 
discover to him the truth, so ought he to regard 
the conscience of every other man, and apply the 
cardinal maxim of _Christian life and practice, 
• Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye even so unto them.' 

"Now, here is the Christian community. Then 
there are a large number of the citizei)S of tl;is 
community who are not Christians at all, and yet 
are devout religionists. They are the descend
ants of the men who crucified Christ; and yet, as 
old Sir Thomas Browne says, we ought not to 
-bear malice against them for that, for how often 
since have we, who profess his name, crucified 
him, too! 

"Quousque patiere, bone Jesu l 
Judrei te semel, ego smpius cnwifixi; 
Illi in Asia, ego in Britannica, 

Gallia, Germania ; 
_ Bone Jesu, miserere mei, et Judreorum. 

·"But here they are in this community, dev0ut 
worshipers of the only living and true God, ac
cording to their conscientious convictions ; and I 
will say, if your honors please, in all respects 
capable of performing every duty of the civil 
State, and equally entitled to, not toleration-! 
hate that word, there is no such thing known in 
this country as toleration-but civil and religious 
equality, -equality because it is right, and a right. 
Then there is another sect of religionists. . . . 
They are the Roman Catholics. I know the 
Protestant prejudices against the Ronum Catho
lic hierarchy and the Roman Catholic system of 
faith, and the Roman Catholic Church. I know, 
too, from a reading of that history, a part of 
which has been reproduced in argument lllJon 
this occasion, that the Roman Catholic Church 
l1as too well deserved that bitter memory at the 
hands of those whom it persecuted. But it is not 
to be denied that the victims of persecution, with 
singular inconsistency, have not always omitted 
the opportunity, when power was in their hands, 
to inflict upon their oppressors the same measure 
of persecution, as if the wrong consisted not in 
the pt~inciple, but only in the person. 

"Now, if your honors please, I try to stand 
impartial and neutral in this argument between 
these three sets of men. I am hound to look 
upon them all as citizens, all as entitled to every 
right, to every privilege that I claim for myself; and 
further, if your honors please, I do in my heart en
tertain the charity of believing that they are just 
as honest and just as sincere in their religious con
victions as I am. I will say further, that from the 
study which I have made, as time and opportu
nity have been given me, of the doctrinal basis 
of the Roman Catholic faith, I am bound to say 
that it is not an ignorant superstition, but a 
scheme of well-constructed logic, which l1e is a 
bold man who says he can easily answer. Give 
them one proposition, concede to them one single 
premise, and the whole of their faith follows 
most legitimately and logically, and that is the 
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fundamental doctrine, the doctrine of what the 
?hurch is, what it was in.tended to be, by whom 
It was founded, by whom 1t.has been perpetuated, 
being the casket which contains to-day, shin ng 
as brightly as before the ages, the ever-living, 
actually present body of God, teaching and train
ing men for life here and life hereafter. . • • 

"Now, if your honors please, that is the doc
trine of the Roman Catholic Church ; that is the · 
doctrine that is believed in by the Roman Catholic 
people; believed in sincerely; conscientiously, un
der their responsibilities, as they understand them, 
to answer to the bar of Almighty God, in the day of 
Judgment, according to the light which they have 
received, in their own reason and their own con
scien~e; tor you must bear in mind that the. pro
cess by which a Roman Catholic attains his faith 
is the same by which your honors do. 'V e seem 
to make a difference, in that respect, as if the 
Roman Catholic believed in his church in some 
other way, by some other organs than those which ' 
a Protestant uses when he comes to his convic
tions. Why, if your honors please, there, is no 
compulsion about it; it is a voluntary matter ; 
they believe it or not, as tbeJ choose; there is 1io 
external power "vhich forces them to believe. 
They believe because they are taught; they be
lieve because they ·are so educated; they believe 
because tl1ey have been trained up to it; just as 
we believe in the Protestant form of religion, 
because our fathers and our grandfathers and our 
grandfather's fathers were Protestants. They 
think they have sufficient reason for their belief· . ' 1t may be an insufficient reason, but that don't. 
make any difference to you and me ; it is their 
reason, and that is e;J.ough. Now, they have-at 
any rate so far as the impersonal spirit of jurispru
dence is concerned; so far as the presiding genius 
of the civil law is affected with jurisdiction; so far 
as, your honoi·s, the embodiment of tl1at artificial 
reason which consists in the collective wisdom of 
the State can take any notice-civil r1ahts and 
religious rights, equal to yours and mine. 'here are 
these three great divisions of men and of opinions 
~nd of religious faith and worship, all standing he
fore you to-day upon a platform of absolute and 
perfect equality. · 

"l3ut it is asked by some, who by asking it be
tray their '~·ant of comprehension of the real 
question: Have Protestants no rights? Cannot 
the majority of the community insist upon their 
consciences? Must the rights of minorities alone 
be consulted? Are we to be ruled bv Catholics 
or Jews, or infidels? • ' 

" The answer is obvious and easy. Protestants 
have no l'ights, as such, which do not at the same 
time and to the same extent belong to Catholics, as 
such, to Jews and infidels too. Protestants have a 
civil right to enjoy their own belief, to worship 
in their own way, to read the Bible and to teach 
it as a part of their religion, but they have no 
right in this respect to any preference from the 
State, or any of its institutions. They have no 
right to insist upon Protestant practices at the 
1mblic expense, or in public buildings, or. to turn 
public schools into seminaries for the dissemina
tion of Protestant ideas. They can claim noth
ing on the score of conscience, which they cannot 
concede equalLy to all others. It is not a question 
of majorities or minorities, for if the conscience 
of the 1itajority is to be the standard, then there is 
no such thing as right of conscience at all. It is 
against the p,·edominance and power of majorities, 
that the rights of conscience are protected and 
have need to be. · 
"If it be said that the Protestant conscience 

requires ~hat the Bible be read by and to Prot- I 
estant ch1ldren, and it is a denial of a riaht of 

• 0 

consCience to forbid it, waiving at present the ob-
vious and conclusive answer that no such right of 
c?nscience can require that the State shall pro
~~~e out of the common taxes for" its gratification, 
It 1s enough to say, that Catholics then, too, have 
the same right to have their children taught re
ligion according to their v!ews •'not out of the 
< ' Douay Bible,-if they do not consider that suf-
ficient, but by cate~hism and in the celebration 
of the mass, if they choose to insist; that Jews 
~ave the same right to have tl1eir religion taugl1t 
1~ the common schools, not froin the English ver
Sion of the Old Testament, but according to the 
practice of their synagogues; and infidels have 
th~ same right to have their children taught 
O.msm, or pantheism, or positivism. 

(To be continued.) 

Sunday-Law Meetings in Fresno. 

FRES1)0, CAL., August 26, 1889. 
EDITOR SENTINEL,: Thinking you would like 

to hear something in reference to Mr. Crafts' 
work here, I will send you a few items. Well, 
l1e has come and gone. He had two meetinas b' 

the first at 8 o'clock, Thursday evening, in the 
Baptist Church, the other at 3 in the afternoon· 
Friday, at the same place. ' 

The address Thursday, occupied just an hour 
and a half. It was the same, I suppose, as he 
gives everywhere. He appea~s to have it learned 
by heart.. He paid his usual respects to the 
AIIIERICAN SENTINEL, and while claiming that it 
did not much interfere with his work yet we no
ticed that he spent no little time trying to coun
teract its influence in the minds of those present. 
I should suppose in the three hours, or nearly, 
covered by both the addresses, he spent about a 
third of the time noticing the SENTINEL and 
Seventh-day Adventists. .He did not have much 
to say about the Seventh-day Baptists, mostly 
about Adventists. Although trying to be pleas
ant and courteous, there was a vein of ill-dis
guised spite, and a spirit of 1·etaliation running 
through his talk on this subject. 

· It evidently makes him ·ill-tempered to have 
his work opposed; He can and does pour out 
the vials of his wrath upon his opponents, and 
we who understand this movement know full well 
what l1e and his associates will do when they get 
the power. His meetings here and the spirit he 
has displayed in them have confirmed all our 
views of what is really behind and in this whole 
movement-an intolerant thirst for power, and 
determination to crush out all opposition. 

·when the vote was put it was against him. 
More being against the Sunday law than for it. 
He remarked that the large opposing vote was 
due to the Adventists, who were no doubt pres
ent in full force; that he could "tell them by 
their looks," etc. He was evidently not well 
pleased, and whether it was another "surprise 
party" to him I cannot say, but it was evident 
he was not pleased, and the local clergy seemed 
chagrined. · 

Possibly there were four hundred present at 
the first meeting. The vote on each side was not 
counted. If it had been, the "noes" would have 
had it by a .nice little majority. The meetings, 
as regards attendance and enthusiasm, were a flat 
failure. His points received but faint applause 
in the audience. 

There are eight organized churches here, not 
counting the Catholics or Adventists. I believe 

the colored people have two small societies but 
I did not see a colored person· present. 'The 
average membership of these eight societies can 
I think, be safely put at four or five , hundred: 
It is safe to say that not more than two hundred 
of them were present at the largest meeting; so 
~ven . the churches were poorly represented, so 
httle mterest do they take in the work. Two at 
least of the resident pastors were not present at 
all, or if so did not "take a front seat." They 
may have been out of town. 'Whether a local • < 
muon was organized or not I have not been able 
to learn, but I suppose such was the case. Several 
serm~ns have since been preached on the Sunday 
questwn, so the preachers, some of them at least, 

, are stirred up. 
Well, let the good work go on. Send out the 

~i~ht .and the truth, that all men may know the 
1mqmty that lies in the American Sabbath Un-
ion's work · 

The second meeting was devoted to answerin()' 
written questions. About twenty, I should think 
were. handed in.. He had n'mch to say at this 
meetmg also agamst the SENTINEL and its meth
ods, calling on the Seventh-day Adventists to re
pudi~te it, m~d telling them that tl1ey were being 
dece1ved by 1t, etc., etc. None of the city papers 
spoke approvingly of Mr. C'rafts' work. They 
passed it by in silence, as far as I have seeJ;. 
The two dailies, however, spoke well of Professor 
Jones' open air address ·wednesday evening. 

N. J. BowERS. 

The Law and the Gospel: 

CALIFORNIA has no "Sunday law,'' and thereit\ 
is, 'Ye believe, singular amongst the States. 

?f. course, b:y " Sunday law " is meant prc
scrtptwn by the State, that leads toward a particu
lar ~bser~anc~ of the day, and inflicts penalties 
for 1ts vwlatwn. There are Sunday.~ and Sab
baths, and people of equal sincerity and religious 
sensibilities differ upon the question of which day 
shall be kept to fulfill the commandment, "Re
member the Sabbath-day to keep it holy." Per
haps, derived from the intense theocratic tenden
cies of our Puritan ancestors, we have been rather 
prone to give a "Thus saith the Lord " tone to our 
legislation upon the Sunday question. But pow
erful Clwistian bodies have risen in the country 
which dispute the authority of the first day of th~ 
week and plant their. faith in the seventh day 
which they keep holy; and on the first day the; 
resume'their ordinary occupations. 

A Sunday law which inflicts penalties for plow
ing or planting, reaping or so:wing, 'or ripping and 
sewing, on the first day, compels one set of Chris
tians to smite another set, while both are sincere 
in their belief, of good report in their conduct 
and equally serviceable to the State as good citi~ 
zens. 

C~lifornia did not hesitate when the issue was 
made. She abandoned that sort of Sunday laws, 
and now every man does as he pleases, and beinrr 
left to himself, with his moral sense as a guid:, 
we are happy to say that nearly every man 
chooses to do well on Sunday and on the Sabbath. 
No man is in danger of arrest because, having 
kept his own Sabbath, he does not also kee1) 
another man'-s Sunday. The Israelites are freed 
from a sort of legal bondage, and California is 
peculiarly a land of religious liberty and tolera
tion. 

A great many good people were appalled when 
the Sunday law was repealed in 1883. They 
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predicted all sorts of dire results that have not 
followed. 

We find in one of the religious newspapers of 
the State that a comprehensive inquiry has been 
made in nearly aU the civilized countries of the 

· world, to get a view of the condition of Sabbath 
observance that shall include them all. The 
question addressed in each case by the reverend 
gentleman who prosecuted the inquiry was: 
"Where have you seen'the best Sabbath observ
ance ? " A San Francisco pastor answered : 
Amon()'st the Christian people of California." 

b ' 

The inquiries and answers were wrought into a 
book published in 1885, in which the investigator 
records this conclusion : "Both laymen and min
isters say that even in California the Sabbath is 
better observed and Christian services are better 
attended than five years ago." And this was 
after two years' experience of no Sunday law! 

The appearance of the word "even " in the 
verdict is slightly offensive. 

'' Even in California," as if from -such sons of 
Belial but little is to be expected. 

California is the only State in the Union 
where the law and the gospel are independent of 
each other, and where the day of rest and the 
day to be kept holy needs no law to enforce its. 
observance. Instead of being a sign of retro
gression and impiety, it is a sign of progress. up 
to that pitch of respect for the day and tolera
tion of the convictions of those who lay by the 
garments of worldliness on different_ days, that. 
need no spur of the law, no detective espionage, 
no judge nor jail to vitalize them. Instead of 

. being the odium of the State it is its special glory 
and greatest credit. 

There is no room for compulsion in matters of re
ligion. The Mohammedans believe in it. "When 
they conquested Persia and converted it by force 
to the doctrines of the prophet, they made merry 
at seeing the Parsees, whom they had circum
cised by force, continue their prayers to the sun. 
It seemed a great joke to them that the fire-wor
shiper should not know that he had changed his 
supernatural allegiance and was wasting his time 
asking protection of a power from which he had 
been surgically alienated. Reallyl Sunday laws 
have no higher origin than had this Mohammedan 
idea of conversion bv duress. California has 
shown that such laws ~re unnecessary to the ob
servance of one day of the week as a season of 
testimony to faith in things unseen. More faith
ful testify now than before. The State no longer 
beats the bush for the Church, but the Church 
gets more game than ever. 

"\N e commend these facts and this example to 
the other States, hoping that their people will 
become as we are, devout and devotional, without 
being driven by the club of the law.-Daily Alta 
California, August 4, 1889. 

Mr. Crafts in Riverside, Cal. 

FRoM the Phcen·ix, of August 31, we dip -the 
following report :-

Last Monday evening, Mr. Crafts, of New 
York, lectured in the Congregational Church on 
behalf of the American Sabbath Union, or what 
he calls the "American Sabbath." The working 
classes were especially invited to come out, but 
they were conspicuous for their absence. The 
church ;vas about two-thirds filled, mainly by 
church people and advocates of a State and Na
tional Sunday law. Considering the fame of the 
speaker, s~ch a turnout does not argue much in 
favor of a Sunday law in Riverside. 

Mr. Crafts is field secretary of the American 
Sabbath Union, and is a good specimen of what 
might be termed muscular Christianity. He is a 
fluent, . forcible, and pleasant speaker. Phreno
logically speaking, no one would take him for a 
logical speaker or an intellectual giant, neverthe
less he would be inclined to carry conviction to a 
certain class of minds. \Ve doubt, however, 
whether he made a single convert ,to his views; 
indeed, there were few at the meeting who would 
be inclined to dissent from any views expressed 
by him. What Mr. Crafts lacks in logic is 
made up in force, and what is wa,nting in argu
ment is made up in assertion. 

The workingm~n has nothing. to gain from 
the American Sabbath Union which proposes to 
give him a rest on Sunday. ":iN e have never 
heard that the workingman complained of over
work, but· rather of lack of'IVork, and so when 
the workingman asks for work, and wants to be 
relieved of the incubus of Chinese labor, the 
American Sabbath Union tells him, \Ve \vant to 
give you a rest on Sunday. 

Mr. Crafts claims that the American Sabbath 
Union is indorsed by the Knights of Labor. 
This we deny. There are estimated to be 1,000,-
000 idle workers in the United States, and the 
American Sabbath Union proposes to help them 
by giving them a holy day on Sunday, so devoid 
of anything in the shape of rational amusell;lent 
that they will be forced to go to church in sheer 
desperation. 

Compare the stone, which the church proposes 
to give the wmkingman: with what he himself' 
is asking for. 

In the International Workers' Congress, held 
in Paris a few days ago, the workers agreed on 
"Eight hours as a maximum day's work to be 
fixed by international law." 

"At least one day's holiday to be given each 
week.". 

"Abolition of night work as far as practicable 
for men and entirely for women and children." 

"The total suppression of labor by children 
under fourteen and protection of children up to 
eighteen." 

"Prison and workhouse labor to be conducted 
under the same conditions as free labor, and to 
be employed as far as possible on great public 
works." 

Mr. Crafts' arguments were a tissue of sophis
tries. He claims that eighty per cent. of the 
people of the United States are Protestants, ten 
per cent. Catholics, and the remaining ten per 
cent. is made up from all classes. 

From what he says, one-half million of foreign
ers, " unwashed refugees, professors of liberty," 
are the sole cause o:( Sabbath-breaking, while the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL counteracts all the influ
ence of the American Sabbath Union. It would 
be hard to say just what Mr. Crafts wants. 

Jesuitism is by no means confined to the 
Roman Catholic Church, and there are many in 
Protestant garb who think the "end -justifies the 
means." The subversion of our civil and relig
ious liberties will be the result if the American 
Sabbath Union can have its own way. 

This country is great and prosperous because 
it is free politically and religiously, and wherever 
the civil power is controlled .thtJ most by the re
ligious,power, there is the least freedom. Not by 
accident, but by design, is the absence of any 
religious test in our State and National Constitu
tions, and long may it continue to be. The bat-

tle of civil freedom has been fought on this conti
nent for the whole civilized world, and as ap· 
pearances go, the final battle of religious freedom 
will also have to be fought on our soil. When . 
the day comes that the religious arm controls the 
civil arm, there will be an end of our greatness. 

Danger Ahead I 

THERE are always two sides to every question, 
yet "the other side" of many of the most impor
tant questions usually has but few champions in 
press, pulpit, or public, because although possess
ing even more intrinsic merit than the opposite 
side, it is unpopular, or perhaps, more properly 
speaking, unfashionable with "sawsiety." Such · 
is the case with a number of q11estions which llave 
been submitted -to ·tJie consideration of the Con-

. stitutional Convention at Olympia, most promi
nent of which are: God in the Constitution," Sun
day rest," and exemption of church property 
from taxation. Unfortunately there seem to be 
few of the members, who have given "the other" 
side any study and who understand the true in
tent of the measures. 

\Vhile an apparently harmless sentiment in 
itself, the recognition of that force which rules 
the universe-possesses deeper meanipg in the 
preamble than many people imagine. 'What is 
the true meaning? Circumstances indicate this 
to be the entering wedge, the preliminary step, 
towards the union of Church and State, and the 
restriction and. eventual suppression of religious 
liberty. The future is best judged by the past 
and present; the true meaning of this union is 
written in blood upon the pages of history. 

That some kinds of laws seem to be necessary 
to preserve order and protect society there can be 
no doubt; but no special Svnday laws are re
quired, because that day is no better than any 
other day; what is proper to be done on any day 
is proper to be done on Sunday, and what should 
not be done on a week day should not be done 
at all. The advocates of this measure, however, 
seek to establish a false standard of right and 
"wrong,-that an act done on Sunday .is wrong, 
while· the same act performed on any other 
day would be meritorious. n is not the day 
when an act is done that makes it either right 
or wrong, but it is the intrinsic features of that 
act. Can you truthfully deny this, my Chris
tian friend ? 

While one class of Christians recognize Sunday 
as a day of worship and rest, there are others who· 

, devote Saturday to the same pmpose; the Mo
hammedan recognizes Friday as his Sabbath; 
while other classes recognize all days as alilw 
holy. Those who keep Sunday and want legisla
tion for that day ask that other people shall be 
forbidden to pursue their usual avocations on 
that day, because it disturbs their rest and wor-. 
ship, and they claim their rights are not properly 
protected; yet they seem to ignore this principle 
by refusing to abstain from work on Saturday, 
when they may possibly disturb the Sabbath rest 
and worship of'the Jew and Adventist. 

Are not the rights of the Jew and Adventist 
(who with the Liberal, Spiritualist and Agnostic 
oppose Sunday legislation) entitled to as much 
respect and protection, as those of the Methodist 
or Presbyterian ? The liberty of the latter class· 
to worship who, when, where, and in what man
ner they please is not denied, and present laws 
afford ample protection from disturbance. We . 
contend that if we wish to make our ''day of 
rest" a holiday, to engage in such·rect·eations and· 
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amusements as shall be consistent with the rights 
of others, or if we wish to pursue our regular 
business we have that right and ·should be pro
tected in it. Sunday is an excellent social ar

,rangement, provided it is not managed entirely 
by priests, preachers, abd church members; in 
that case it is a mere adjunct to superstition and 
bigotry. 

The agitators for Sunday laws seem to lose 
sight of the fact that minorities have rights as 
well as majorities, and that there is no safety in 
society at any time or place, under any system of 
religious or civil law, when the rights of each 
individual, no matter how humble nor how much 
he may dissent from the common public opinion, 
shall be held less sacred than the rights of the 
majority. The question of religious belief and 
observance is a question between a man's Ojyn 
conscience and his God, if he has any; and it is · 
a matter the State has no right to interfere with, 
directly or indirectly. 

This measure of the Sabbath Union, like its 
progenitor the Blair bill, is a blow at the liberty 
and rights guaranteed every citizen of this free 
republic; it is a public acknowledgement that 
their religious system is a failure and cannot 
keep up ~ith the procession in the march of 
progress which has marked the latter part of the 

. enlightened nineteenth century; that it cannot 
stand upon its own merits, but seeks the ~tate's 
aid to save it~ cherished myths, superstitions and 
errors, from decay; it shows the spirit .of intoler
ance and bigotry that for centuries has animated 
and still animates the church. The world has 
had enough of religious persecution and intoler
ance. An inquisition such as the leaders of 
these measures contemplate would be no less ar
bitrary and ferocious through Protestants than 
were the leaders of the Romish Inquisition ; the 
system is the same. In the fourth century the 
same movement of designing priests and politi
cians to unite Church and State by Sunday and 
similar laws, developed a theocracy; a religious 
despotism which left a trail of blood down through 
the Dark Ages. That the church of to-day can 
no more safely be trusted with political power 
than it could in the fourth century is best illus
trated by recent utterances of some of its leading 
representatives in this Sunday-law movement. 

It is understood that this question of enforcing 
an observance of the sectarian Sabbath will be 
submitted for the people's adoption or rejection 
as a separate article of tl1e Constitution. Thus 
far the press has been eloquently f!ilent in dis
cussing the merits or demerits of this measure, 
probably for fear of offending the ''very elect." 
The Eye, however, ,believes in a free and fair 
discussion. Under its present management its 
columns have been and will continue to be open 
to those who may hold different opinions from its 
editor. "Hear all sides; hold fast to that whicl). 
is good. The truth will make you free."-The 
Eye, Snohomish, Washington. 

IT is not enough to say that" the requirement 
of one day of rest in seven is based on the necessi
ties of human nature." Upon which of. these 
necessities is it based? Is it based upon those 
necessities of human nature with which the State 
can have to do? The requirement of the seventh 
day's rest is based, not upon the physical, but upon 
the spiritual necessities of human i1ature. And 
with the spiritual part of man, civil government 
can never of right have anything to do. That 
pertains solely to God. The Sabbath rest there
fore belongs to God. And Christ commands to 
render to God, not to civil government, that 
which is God's, 

A Sumptuary· Measure. 

THE disposition on the part of many people to 
favor the objects of the National Reform Asso
ciation and the passage of the National Sunday
Rest bill can be attributed largely to ignorance 
of interests involved ; but with many others the 
spirit of selfishness and persecution is very a p
parerit. Inconsistencies will crop out. The fol
lowing conversation will illustrate one prominent 
characteristic of these agit'ators :-

A-Will you vote the prohibition ticket this 
fall? 

B-Most emphatically, No! 
A-Don't you believe in the prohibition prin

ciple? 
B-No, sir; it is a sumptuary measure; it 

interferes with the personal rights and liberties of 
men, and I will heartily oppose all such measures. 
Besides, this ·question is purely a moral one, and· 
should never be interfered with by legislation. 

In a.short time the topic of conversation was 
changed, and the Sunday-law question came up, 
as follows:-

A-What do you think of the proposed Hun
day law? 

B-It is the very thing we need. It is high 
time something emphatic were done to enforce 
Sabbath observance. 

A-Would you vote·for such a law? 
B-I would support a measure that would 

sink every steamer, and burn every railroad 
train that moved on Sunday, and confiscate the 
property and imprison every man who worked 
on the Sabbath. 

The above conversation reaUy took place be
tween the writer and a prominent member of a 

, Protestant church in Easton, Maryland. And 
with such a spirit they propose to put God in 
the Constitution and evangelize the United 
States. S. H. WILLEY. 

No Sunday Law Needed for Protection. 

· THE Union Signal says: "A W. C. T. U. 
tent-meeting at South Omaha, Neb., conducted 
by C. J .. Holt, was assailed by a shower of stale 
eggs, which fell without .discrimination upon the 
just and the unjust, including the ladies. Judg
ment was visited upon the marauders to the ex
tent of a fine of fifty dollars." Certainly these 
persons deserved punishment for their incivility, 
that is, for trespassing upon the rights of others. 
And the fact that they were punished as " ma
rauders" and not as Sabbath-breakers, shows that 
no Sunday laws are needed to protect people in 
their right to worship. But we suppose they will 
keep right on asking for Sunday laws to protect 
public assemblies just the same. Suppose the 
above assaul.t to h~ve occurred on Wednesday, 
and that the only way to bring the "marauders" 
to justice was by the enforcement of' a Sunday 
law. As every one knows, a Sunday law could 
not be enforced on Wednesday or any other day 
but Sunday. A Sunday law is for Sunday anrl 
no other day. Hence, if they had to depend on 
Sunday laws for protection, they might be rotten
egged on every day but Sunday with perfect im
punity. We are stupid enough to think that 
after they had tried a Sunday law for a month or 
two to keep_ off the-/ eggs, they would ruake up 
their mind~ that one every-day law for eggs was 
worth more than all the Sunday laws in existence. 
A Sunday law, prohibiting the running of a sa
loon or the throwing of" stale eggs)) only one day 
in the week, would be·· a disgrace to any govern-

ment. Such a law would make crime to consist ~n 
the time, instead of in the character, of an act. 
l;Ve believe in every-day laws for crime, and we 
will never consent to any law that exempts crim
inals from punishment six days in the week. 

A. DELOS 1VE8TCOTT. 

The Sunday Movement in London. 

AN energetic attempt is to be made at tl1e 
half-yearly meeting of the Shareholders of the 
London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway to 
put a stop to the system of cheap Sunday excur
sion trains. This renewed attack upon the work
ingman's holiday has been carefully organized, and 
a circular letter has been issued, under the au
spices of the Lord's Day Observance Society, call
ing on all zealous Sabbatarians to unite heart 
and hand in depriving the workingmen of Lon
don of their weekly breath of fresh air. At 
present they can go to Brighton and back for a 
very small sum, and none, perhaps, but those wf10 
are in some sense workingmen themselves can 
appreciate the physical benefit which they derive 
from the excursion. Those who contend that all 
Sunday traveling which has for· its object only 
health and recreation is Sabbath-breaking, if' 
they are allowed their own way, would condemn 
thousands of laboring men to pass their entire 
lives, without a break, in the narrow, crowded 
streets or festering alleys of our great city. It is 
needless to say that this is only the spirit of in
tolerance which forbids the opening of museums 
and picture galleries on Sunday, breaking out in 
a fresh place, and throwing one more difficulty 
in the way of those social reformers who wish to 
see Sunday a day of rest from labor; without 
being converted into an excuse for intemperance. 
It df)es not matter whether public houses are 
closed or not. Unless the people are provided 
with other ways of spending their leisure, the old 
tradition will prevail, and drink will be obtained 
by some means. It is not found that Sunday 
~losing does really diminish intemperance. But 
excursion trains unquestionably have that effect; 
and those who desire to abolish them can only 
consist of that class of reasoners who prefer the 
means to the end; and think that so long as a 
man sits still all day on Sunday, does no work, 
goes to no place of amusement, does nothing 
either to cultivate his taste ·or benefit his health, 
he is in the tight road, though he drinks gin 
from morning till night, and keeps the Sabbath 
holy by degrading himself below the brutes. 
We have no desire to see the English Sunday 
reformed on the Continental model. We are 
not advocating any system which converts Sun
day exclusively into a day of pleasure. We are 
arguing on sanitary grounds; and our contention 
is that it is quite as meritorious an action to bring 
a man away from the slums of London on a Sun
day as it is to pull an ox out of the pit. The 
abuse of any prmciple does not necessarily coH
~~'mn the use. Cheap Sunday trains have their 
drawbacks, no doubt. They are sometimes at
tended by a certain amount of riot, revelry, aml 
intoxication, which is not appropriate to the day. 
But the question is whether all these evils would 
not be multiplied twenty-fold if the people who 
share in them stayed at home, or spent their 
money in the public house;-London Standard. 

LET religious i;~~titutions be sustained by re
ligious means. Let Christian duties be main
tained by Christian methods. If' this be done 
the State need not be called on to legislate for 
such ends, or interfere in any way.- Westem 
American. 
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A'l' the Los Angeles Sunday-law mass meetings 
the Roman Catholic Bishop Mora "-appointed 
his Vicar-General and other eminent clergymen 

/to be present and represent him," as indorsing 
the general features of the movement. 

THE American Sabbath Union says he was 
written to from Nevada, "There is no use of your 
coming down here, everybody works on Sunday." 
Consequently the Union did not go to Nevada. 
If the Sunday-law movement is in the interests of 
Sunday rest, it would seem that such a place as 
that should be the very place where he would 
most need to go. But no, that is the very place 
where he does not go at all. This again shows 
the principle of the move to be, to call not-sinners 
but the righteous to repentance. 

THE American Sabbath Union says:-
" It is sometimes said by opponents of Sabbath laws 

that government has no right to dictate how a man 
shall spend the day. But at quarantine, government 
proves its right to dictate how a man shall spend a 
fortnight when the general good requires it." 

Arid it is unmitigated sophistry and inexcus
able trickery to argue that Sunday work is as 
dangerous to the general public, as is a ship 
'!.aden with pestilence or infected with small-pox, 
or cholera, or yellow fever. It would seem that 
the people must have taken leave of their senses 
who can be caught with such chaff as is being 
sown by the advocates of Sunday laws. 

IT is declared over and over again by the 
American Sabbath Union that "You can no more 
produce chamcter without a quiet and legally 
protected Sabbath, than you can produce in Cali
fornia your marvelous fruits without water." 
What is here meant by a legally-protected Sab
bath is one enforced by law. Now there are 
thousands of people in this Nation who keep the 
Sabbath or Saturday; and that day is not at all 
legally protected, according to the above idea. 
Yet everybody knows that as a body there are 

_ no better characters than those of the seventh-day 
Christians.· And this character is produced 
without a legally-protected Sabbath in any sense 
as the Union uses that term. The reason of this 
is that those people depend on Jesus Christ, the 
txue source of good character, rather than upon 
the civil power. 

To evade the charge of prosecuting au uncon
stitutional measure, 'Mr. ·w. F. Crafts said at 
Los Angeles, September 1, that the phrt;tse "an es
tablishment of religion" in the Constitution means 
" the selecting of a single religion or a single sect, 
and supporting it by the State," and that they do 
not propose any such thing. Well let us see. 

will be "the selecting of a single religion " by the 
State, and the supporting and protecting of that 
religion by the national power. Therefore by 
their own definition it is proved that the National 
Sunday law which they propose is a violation of 
the first amendment of the United States Consti
tution. 

THE American Sabbath Union still persists 
that Sunday laws are constitutional under the 
National Constitution, because they have been 
declared to be constitbtional in the States. In 
other words, persists that decisions' of State Su
preme Courts are decisions :of the United 
States Supreme Court. Vv orse than this, how
ever, is the fact that the people to whom it is told 
believe it. And yet worse than all is the fact that 
the great majority do not know enough of the 
National Constitution, or of the system of gov
ernment of the Union, to be able to detect the 
falsehood; and do not have a disposition to study 
the question enough to find out the truth in the 
matter. A people who will thus carelessly allow 
themselves to be robbed of their liberties and con
stitutional rights, are un\vorthy of them. 

IN the Los Angeles Sunday-law convention, 
September 1, Rev. Mr. Hutchins said:_.::_ 

"A govemment like ours must be held together by 
the adhesive power of virtue." 

Now Mr. Hutchins was speaking in favor of 
the enactment .of a National Sunday law, as 
necessary to preserve the government. His ar
gument therefore is, that there is in law. the " ad
hesive power of virtue." But this is not true. 
The only adhesive power of virtue that there is in 
this world is in the gospel of Jesus Christ. J e
sus Christ is the source of virtue to this world. 
"The whole multitude sought to touch him for 
there went virtue out of him and healed them all." 
This virtue can be secured only by faith; this faith· 
can only be inculcated by the preaching of 
the gospel of Christ. The Sunday-law preachers 
are working by perfectly antagonistic means to 
secure what they profess to want. And thi,; 
proves that they have forgotten the virtue and 
the power of the gospel of Christ. 

HERE is a point that reveals not only the in
terest that the Sunday-law workers have in the 
workingmen, but also the true inwardness of the 
Sunday movement. Sunday night, September 1, 
the field secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union addressed a mass meeting in Los Angeles. 
The Los Angeles Evening Express tells the 
rest:-

" It was there given out to the vast audience that a 
full report of the address by Dr. Cn<+s would appear 
in this morning's 1~mes and that thll opportunity to 
procure a copy should not be neglected. Nothing 
was said, however, about the fact that the hard-work
ing compositors employed in the Tiines office would 
have to work on Sunday night setting up Dr. Crafts' 
denunciation of Sunday work." 

It is not Sunday work that they want to stop 
as much as it is Sunday-keeping they want to en
force. It is not so much the workingmen they 
want to protect, as it is the preachers that they 
they want to empower. 

They propose in their Sunday law to except THE proposition which it is said the Vander
" works of religion." What religion it is whose , hilt engineers_ made so.rpe years ago, that they 
works shall be excepted, will have to be_legisla-. -''Would be willi~g to.do ten days' work in six if 
tiveiy or judiCiiilly defined. The defination is 1n- they could only have the seventh for rest," is 
tended to be, "The works of the Christian relig- rather extravagant for sober-minded -practical 
ion," Then just as soon as that !?hall be done, that m~;m, No rnltn <;an continuously do ten days, 

wo:r;:l;.: in six, even with the seventh day's rest, nor 
with two days' rest in seven. There is too much 
Sunday-law theology cropping out in that state
ment to allow it to be of any weiglJt. 

ADVICEs from Flagstaff, Arizona, indicate that 
the American Sabbath Union lws made some 
headway in that village. The field secretary had 
an audience of about seventy, at hi8lecture on the 
5th instant. Of these, fifty voted in fhvor of a 
Sunday law. Our correspondent says: "Many 
who but a few hours before had laughed at the 
idea of there being any danger of such a law, arc · 
to~day supporting the scheme." - People who 
value the freedom of conscience guaranteed by the 
Constitution as it is, should remember that the 
field secretary leaves an organization in every 
place he visits. They should remember, also, 
that although the great majority of the people of 
the United States are opposed to religious legisla
tion, an organized minority may succeed in proc
curing measures that will fasten such a calamity 
upon the Nation. " Eternal vigilance is the price 
of liberty." 

TI-m chronic unfairness of the "American Sen
tinel " appears in its incessant ringing of the 
changes on the union of "Church and State."
Christian Statesman. 

And the chronic inconsistency of the Statesmru~ 
appears in its incessant denial that it fhvors a 

· union of Church and State, while carrying at iis 
mast-head in every issue this twowecl purpose: 
"To secure such an amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States as will declare the Na
tion's allegiance tQ Jesus Christ and its accept
ance of the moral laws of the Christian religion, 
and so indicate that this is a Christian Nation, and 
place all the Christian laws, institutions, and 
usages of our government on an undeniable legal 
basis in the fundamental law of the land." If 
the Statesman i.s not dealing in unadulterated 
Church and State, it should take down the sign. 

"\VE learn from a private letter from Los An
geles that the workingmen of that city, in whose 
interest the American Sabbath Union is profess
eclly so much interested, did not take kindly to 
the recent Sunday-law demonstration under the 
auspices of the "field secretary." It seems that 
it was announced in a circular that one of the 
leaders of the workingmen would address them 
at one of the meetings, and that some of the 
Catholic priests would also be on hand and per
haps speak. 'Vhen the time came, Mr. Butler 
(the representative of the workingmen) attempted 
to speak, but his fellow workingmen, not liking 
the tone of his remarks, hissed him down. 

The writer continues: "'£his put a damper on 
the meeting, and the priests (if there were any 
present) were not called upon. Mr. C. (lJrafts] 
seemed greatly discouraged, but made a few re
marks, principally in denouncing the SEN1'INEL 
and Prof. Jones, and wound up in a towering 
rage." 
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"THE weapons of our warfare are not carnal,· 
but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds." 

THE daily Oregonian of August 19, tells the 

following:-
"A Philadelphian engaged in work upon a family 

vault in a graveyard accidentally got locked in. He 
began to laugh, but when night came on his compan
ionship with sewnteen corpses became anything but 
a joke, and so worked upon his nervous system that 
his black hair was turned to white. He has firmly 
resolved to change his business." 

Well,· well, we should think that any man 
who would be afraid of a corpse ought to have 
his hair turned white. 'Ve wonder that every 
separate hair didn't fall out by the roots. It is 
true that there were seventeen corpses there, but 
neither seventeen, nor seventeen thousai~d, corpses 
are a particle more dangerous than is one. Nor 
is a corpse any more dangerous in the night than 
in the day. Yes, we should think he ought to 
change his business; but what business such a 
person as that can be fit for in this world or any 
other, is a mystery. Why didn't he lie down and 
go to sleep and take things easy till the door was 
unlocked? 

THE Spokane Falls (W. T.) Review refers to 
the fact that up in Dakota there was quite "a 
war of words o~er the proposition to put God in 
the Constitution." It says that a Fargo gentle
man, signing himself "Saul-," wrote to his home 
paper opposing the religious features suggested. 
This writer said that "the Federal Constitution 
has no such provision, and that it has served a 
veri good purpose nevertheless." "This," theRe
view continues, " called out a furious tirade from 
the other side." One writer replies in this vein:-

" If the scoffers and infidels do not wish to live in 
God's country, let them remove themselves and their 
odious doctrines to some otlier country. Not only so 
but I hope to see the day when the iaw will pre'vent. 
the drculation of the blasphemies of would-be smart 
men like "Saul." . . . That the people of the 
United States have become a prosperous nation, not
withstanding the fact that God is not mentioned in 
the National Constitution, is a proof, if it proves any
thing at all, not that a people will prosper because 
they ignore the Supreme cause, but-that God is just, 
and that he does i10t visit the 11ins of the Constitution 
makers upon the people who are not responsible for 
the reprehensible action. Who is prepared to say, 

however, that the authors of this Constitution were 
~ot punished? Can SauJ assure us ~hat the scoffing 
mfidel of the last century is not suffering the pangs 
of the lost in the place of eternal punishment? " 

This is a' fair sample of National Reform senti
ment. It is characteristic of that class of so-called · 
Christians who feel the necessity of being branded 

· as such by the Constitution in order to be recog
nized, and that they are re:;tdy to use the most 
unchrist;an means to further their ends. 

That Washington Preamble. 

vVE print in this number of the SEN'.ri:NEL a 
report of the debate in the Constitutional Conven
tion of 'V ashington on the preamble to the pr;o
posed constitution of that State. This debate is 
of special interest to more people of this country 
than simply the people of the State of Washing
ton. In Yie\v of the demand that is being made 
for a religious amendment to the National Con
stitution, the arguments used and the result in 
the \Vashington convention are worthy of care
ful study. It is evident that the opponents of 
the religious idea had by iong odds the best 
of the argument. Not only so, but these stood 
solely upon principle, while those who favored it. 
openly confessed that it was a m.ere matter of 
sentiment, while some of them went so far as to 
make it a matter of temporal gain and even of 
political party influence. Those members of the 
convention who had most respect for religion and 
for God.as a matter of principle, were opposed to 
the religious preamble while those who had least 
respect for religion, whether in principle or in 
practice, were the ones who favored it most. 

For instance, Mr. 'Varner, the chairman ofthe 
committee on preamble, is a member of the 
church and is a gentleman in whoselife, religion 
and respect for God are matters of abiding prin
ciple; and because this is so he consistently op
posed any sentimental or conjuring use of the 
holy name. On the other hand, Mr. J. Z. Moore, 
who had so little respect for God, or religion, or the 
convention, or himself, as to have a keg of whisky 
sent all the way from Kentucky fo.r use during 
the convention; and openly advertised it in the con
vention on a question of privilege, and made 
use of it there,-he, consistently enough, favored 
the substitute in order to pFevent "a bad ex·am
ple to the youth of the growing State!" These 
two cases form as good an illustration· of the re
spective merits of the two sides of this question as 
can ever be found. 

The arguments propused in favor of the relig
ious substitute are worthy of brief notice. Thus 
Mr. Cosgrove wanted the name of God in the 
preamble as an immigration scheme, and to sustain 
this idea, he presented the plea that "the people 
of the East believed that Washington Territory 
was a heathen land/' and are "only now com-

mencing to learn that the people of Washington 
Territory are civilized and enlightened." We 
would simply remar_k, that if Mr. Cosgrove ex
pects by constitutional provisions to instruct the 
people of the East in regard to the State of 
'V ashington he has got a bigger task on his hands 
than h.e will ever get through with. 

In his second speech, Mr. Cosgrove made it a po
litical party matter and a bid for votes by arguing 
that "The party which organized this convention, 
from president to page, would be held responsible 
for all that was left out as well as all that was FUt 
into this constitution ; and might find itself need
ing votes for this document from the very })eo
pie· wbo would withhold· them from it unless a 
simple recognition of the Supreme Being was in." 

Mr. Turner, the other one of the three chief 
advocates of the sub~titute, first stated that ''it 
was a matter of sentiment, he admitted," but 
afterward dec'lared that "it was from the highest 
moti ~·es of duty" that he offered the substitute. 
Yet neither his religious sentiment nor his mo
tives of duty prevented him from getting roiled 
at Mr. Sullivan's incisive speech. If it had 
been a matter of religious principle rather than 
of sentiment with Mr. Tunier; he would have 
been enabled to keep his temper; yet if it l1ad 
been a matter of religious principle and real re
spect for the Lord, he would neither have offered 
nor supported the substitute that he both offered 
and supported. 

This is further shown by tl1e fact that those 
who favored the substitute started out with a pro
fessed respect for Almighty God and proposed to 
be grateful to him, but yet they had not gone far 
before they admitted that it mattered not whetlJer 
it was He who was recognized or not, just so it 
was somebody. Mr. Dyer, who presented one of 
the substitutes that caused all the debate, in ar· 
guing for it said he " believed in beginning this 
great constitution by recognizing the Supreme 
Being, whether as God, Allah, or Jehovah, and ex
press gratitude to him. Mr. Cosgrove argued in 
the same line, to the effect that "the man who is 
not accoui1table to a Diety of some kind is un
safe in any community." And all the rest who 
were so strongly sentimental in their favor to Al
mighty God were willing to compromise, as Dyer 
and Cosgrove were, upon "God, Allah, or Jeho
vah," or "a Diety o.f some kind ; " all of which 
conclusively shows that none of those who so 
strongly favored the substitute had any definite. 
idea of whom Almighty God is, nor who it was 
to whom they proposed to be grateful. And so 
far was their action from being a tribute of re· 
~spect or gratitude to Almighty God, indeed, that 
the whole thing was precisely what Mr. E. H. 
Sullivan called it, just "stuff and nonsense;" and 
was not far removed from blasphemy. Bias 
phemy is not only "denying that which is due 
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and belonging to God," but is "attributing to him 
that which is not agreeable to his nature." And 
to attribute to God such a sentiment or character 
as to i~ply that lw would receive as a token of 
gratitrtde to him, and thus make himself a party 
to, an act done merely as an immigration scheme 
or for political party effect, is nothing else than 
to make him as they themselves were, mere poli
ticians ; and was ,certainly to attribute to him 
that which is not in any sense agreeable to his 
nature. 

We have said that this is important to the peo
ple outside of the State of \V ashington, in view 
of the fast growing demand for an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States embodying 
the same ideas, or proposing to recognize religion 
in some way in that instrument. In view of the 
result in the Washington convention, it is not by 
any means a grouudles~ fear that when such a prop
osition comes before Congress, it will be passed, 
and for the same reasons, supported by the same 
arguments, and by the same kind of men. Nor 
is it by any means an extravagant conjecture 
that when Congress shall pass such a measure, 
it will be adopted by the people. 

It may be said by others as it was by its ad
vocates in the convention, that being a mere mat
ter of sentiment, it will not amount to anything 
either way. But before many years there will 
be questions before the Supreme Court of \V a~h
ington that will demonstrate that that thing 
is much more than a mere sentiment and will 
amount to a good deal. Mr. Turner, whoso strongly 
advocated the sentiment, is spoken of as a candi
date for the Supreme Court, and if, upon a ques
tion of religion before the Supreme Court, his 
influence should prevail, the first effect of this 
supposed sentiment would be the establishment of 
a religion and the enforcement of its observance. 
It is not a harmless thing. It has proved to be a 
very harmful thing in New York, and other States. 
That part of the preamble to their constitution 
ought to be decisively rejected by the people of 
Washington. A. 'r. J. 

Is It American or Papal? 

THE Catholic Review, of June 9, 1889, con
tains the following editorial note which explains 
itself in such a way as to be of much interest in 
the . discussion of the question of religion in the 
public schools:-

The Con~regational Club_ of Brooklyn held 
its last meeting of the season a few days ago and 
had a most distinguished attendance. The 
speaker of· the evening was Rev. Thomas B. Mc
Leod, who asked and answered the question: 
"Shall the· public schools be secularized?" The 
points which he developed were: That the wel
fare of the State demands that the instruction of 
her children shall embrace the inculcation of a 
.-trong morality; that the culture of the conscience, 
as well as of the intellect, is· essential to citizen
ship; that religious instruction is essential to na
tional moralit;r; that it is the busir?ess of the 
State to make religious instruction one of 
the prime factors in the system of education. No 
n'!tion that has divorced religion fi·om instruc
tion has escaped moral ruin, said Mr. McLeod. 

· "'N e are very thankful to the reverend gentleman 
for his strong Words in behalf of the religious 
principle in education. The Pope himself is not 
stronger than he on this impo.rtant matter, and 
as there is not the slightest doubt that he repre
sents the opinion of many thousands of honest 

thinkers, it is encouraging to Catholics to hear 
such language on such an occasion. The points 
upon which he might differ from a sound Catho
lic are too unimportant to discuss. ·when a man 
holds one true principle of the fundamental kind, 
he is not apt to be over..prejudiced against his 
supporters in the opposite camp, a fact which 
Mr. McLeod well illustrated in his own speech. 
He said not a word against Catholics. 

The Washington Constitution. 

,DEBATE ON THE PREAMBLE. 

THE following report of th!'J debate in the Con
stitutional Convention of the new State of \Vash
ington, is of peculiar in teres~. We print the full
est report we have been able to find:-

Ar,ticle 1, the preamble and declaration of 
rights, was taken up, and the convention . went 
into committee of the whole, with Stiles, of Ta
copJa, in the chair. 

The whole article was read, and then the pre
amble was taken up, reading thus :-

" We, the people of the State of Washington, to 
preserve our rights, do ordain this constitution." 

Liqdsley moved the following suhstitute :
"We, the people of the State' of \V ashington, 

grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to se
cure and transmit the same unimpaired to suc
ceeding generations, do ordain this constitution." 

Dyer moved to add after "State of ·washing
ton" these words: "Grateful to Almighty God 
for the blessings of liberty and self-government 
and order." 

Turner said he al~o had a pet preamble which 
he should like to lay before the committee. It 
reads. thus: -

" \V e, the people of \V ashington, in order to 
form a more independent and perfect government, 
establisq. justice, insure tranquillity, provide for 
common defense, promote the general welfare and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and to 
our posterity, profoundly grateful to Almighty 
God for this inestimable right, arid invoking his 
favor and guidance, do ordain and establish the 
following constitution and form of government 

. for the State of \V ashington." 
Mr. Lindsley withdrew his substitute in favor 

of Mr. Turner's. 
Mr. Dyer's motion was first considered, and 

that gentleman argued briefly in favor of placing 
the name of God in the constitution. 

Mr. Comegys said : " I am opposed to the sub
stitute. The gentleman is in favor of it because 
he thinks we ought to be gratefd to Almighty 
God. I would like to ask Jim if he thinks this 
provision would add anything to our gratitude oy 
being in that preamble. He admitted the ne
cessity for brevity, and has made it as brief, he 
says, as he could and include that point. Now, 
as I understand it, Mr. President, this has noth
ing to do with gratitude or reverence, or irrever
ence. A man may be very reverent or very 
grateful without lifting up his voice on the street 
corners, or he may lift up his voi.ce and claim to 
be very grateful and yet not be grateful. The 
question is, Shall we advertise it in this' way? 
Has it anything to db here? The framers of the 
Constitution of the United States had this matter 
under advisement, and after mature deliberation 

'(and many framers of that Constitution were de
vout Christians), they deemed it not wise to have 
any reference to the Deity, because they had 
agreed that Church and State and matters of re-

ligion should be forever separate from Civil gov
ernment. Now, what object is to be attained? 
Will we be more grateful by reason of putting it 
there, or will we be less grateful though we do not 
put it th~re. The preamble should briefly state 
thefacts. The preamble ofthe Constitution of the 
United States recites somewhat more, as it ought. 
If it is our duty to put that in the Constitution, 
how much more should it have been the duty of 
the framers of the Constitution of the United 
States to put it in theirs." 

Mr. Turner said: "I admit that thi::; is purely 
a matter of sentiment, but it accords with the feel
ings of ninety-ninp out of every hundred citizens 
of '\Vashington. We are here to make a consti
tution for tho soverign people of Washington, and 
it would be a disregard of their (!.esires to omit 
recognition of the Deity." · 

S. G. Cosgrove said : " I do not consider this a 
special time to show our respect for the Deity, nor 
do I consider it an attempt to Cf>Unoct the Church 
and State by recognizing God in the constitution, 
but I do consider it a respect for the opinions of 
mankind that we recognize the name of the Deity 
in our constitution. It does not in any way as
sociate the Church and State because of this recog
nition of God or a deity. It is not necei'sarily 
recognizing the church in any sense. We are 
framing a constitution not only for ourselves, but 
for the people of this vast country. We expect 
to get a large amount of immigration into this 
country before many years, and I do not care 
what the committee intenued by leaving it out of 
this preamble, the masses of people of the United 
States will take it as an indirect attack upon the 
church, and as an indirect pandering to infidelity 
by leaving out this word. Let me say, gentlemen, 
that this territory would have been built up long 
ago had it not been that the people of the East 
believed that Washington Territory was a heathen 
land, peopled by heathens, without government. 
You can go back to the Eastem States to-day, and 
they are but now commencing to learn that the 
people of ·washington Territory are civilized and 
enlightened; and when that feeling is worn off 
among the people of the United States you will 
see such a pouring of people into this Territory as " 
has never been seen or known in any other State 
in tho Union, and you cannot ·afford by a little 
bit of pa.ndering to infidelity, to leave out this 
word in our constitution. I say if we, in this 
convention, do not respect God, God will not re
spect our work I say further that the man who is 
not accountable to a deity of some kind or other, 
is unsafe iu any commuriity, and if we advertise 
ourselves as attempting to avoid this, I do not 
care for what purpose, you will see tl1at it will 
check a great portion of the people that come 
to this country from remaining. You can well 
afford to put it in, but if it is left out it will do 
us such an irreparable injury that none of the 
framers of this constitution can now conceive of:" . 

Mr. Buchanan said that apart from any pe
cuniary consideration, it behooved man to con
sider that h!J didn't stand at the head of creation. 
There 'is some intelligence fin above an(I beyond 
the sketch of our intellectuality. " I ask to be 
placed in no better company than him whose 
name this State bears. I ask to have read the 
following as a part of my remarks " :-

The first inaugural addre~s of \Vashington was 
the document sent to the desk, and the clerk read 
it. ' 

Mr. Turner moved his form of preamble as a 
substitute for Mr. Dyer's, and expressed briefly his 
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belief in the propriety of tlms recognizing the Su
preme Being. 

Mr. 'Varner, chairman of tlw preamble com
mittee, would yield to no one in reverence for 
God, but likened the placing of his name in the 

' constitution to the action of the Pharisee in the 
Scripture. He didn't believe it essential there 
any more than is the Lord's prayer. It was 
merely a sentiment. If the convention want;; to 
put it there he should not object, but he should 
vote again;;t putting it there. 

Mr. Griffitts had hoped no such discussion 
would arise here, and he believed the gentleman 
offering it would do a great favor it; with the con
sent of the convention, he would withdraw it. 

A voice-He couldn't get it. 
Mr. Griffitts-From at least one speech I have 

heard I should judge he could not, but this action 
places the opponents of this measure in a peculiar 
position, from which I shali not shrink, I am not 

, called upon to proclaim my personal religious be
liefs, and shall not do so. The only question 
here is whether the preamble, as reported by the 
committee, is a sufficient preface to the constitu
tion which follows. It certainly is sufficient, for 
what follows is simply political and does not pro
fess to deal with man's religious views. A ma
jority of the State constitutions, as well as that of 
the United States, commit this sacrilege and. ir
reverence ofleaving out God in the preamble. Mr. 
Turner's substitute is almost an exact copy of 
the United States Constitution, with the addition 
of the words "profoundly grateful tq Almighty 
God," etc. If seeking immigration involved the 
necessity of reverence to God in the constitution, 
then the United States ought to have its Consti
tution covered all over with references to God, for 
immigration was the one great thing they wanted. 
He cited the following States as having no refer
ence to God in the preamble: Arkansas, Delaware, 
Florida, Georgia (1818), Illinois, Indiana, Kan
sas (1855), Kentucky (1792), IJouisiana, Mary
land (but did put God into a later constitution), 
Michigan (1835), and said he might go further 
with the Carolinas, Virginia, and others. 

Mr. Gosgrove-Does recognizing God in the 
constitution recognize religion ? 

Mr. Griffitts---:-It is well known that a great dis
cussion has been going on over this very matter, 
and I merely wish to avoid provoking any more 
such discussion. If omitted, nobody's feeling.> can 
be hurt or his opinion opposed. I would strike 
out the slightest reference to anybody's religious 
belief. We are dealing only with civil and po
litical rights, and s~ould not t:'anscend our prov
ince by putting into the constitution these words 
to which some people object. 

Mr. Turner didn't care to follow the last speaker 
in examination of the constitution, but where he 
referred to the earlier constitutions of States, it 
was a fact that later constitutions in the same 
States did have reference to God in the preamble. 
This was a matter of sentiment, he admitted. lt 
also represented his own personal sentiment, and 
he believed also the sentiments of 999 out of 
every 1,000 of adults of the State for whom we 
are making this constitution, and the convention 
would simply be recreant to their trust if they 
did not represent this sentime:Qt in the preamble. 

Mr. T. M. Reed cordially coincided wiLh the 
last speaker and claimed that no religious ques
tion or discussion was here presented, except so 
far as the gentleman from Spokane (Griffitts) had 
raised it. The substitute merely proposed to rec
ognize gratitude to Almighty God, which he be-

lieved was the fact with the people of this State 
and country. 

Mr. Eshelman was indifferent as to the placing 
of the name of the Deity in the constitution, but 
supported :Mr. Turner's substitute as a far better 
form of words, aside from this question of Deity- · 
although he was in favor of the whole~substitute. 

Mr. Sullivan, of Pierce, said: "I believe the 
report of this committee should be ~ustained. It 
is certainly an able committee, and they considered 
the subject carefully before they came in here and 
made this report. The argument we hear, that if 
we do not put our gratitude into the constitution, 
it will prevent immigration to this Territory, 
it seems to me is on a very low l{asis. The Con
stitution that has been referred to here, the su
preme law of the lanrl, did not have God in it, and 
yet certainly there has been a reasonable amount 
of immigration to this country, and the class of 
people. who ,came here are reputable citizens. I 
say that the argument is no argument at all. I 
would .have little respect for the men who would 
remain away simply because in this political or
ganization the name of the Deity was not men
tioned. This is not a question of gratitude. As 
well might we express our gratitude to the Congress 
of the United States, who really permitted us to 
meet here. And how many members of this con
vention, if arraigned before the Almighty God 
this morning-and he were to select those who 
were profoundly grateful in the highest sense
how many members would be selected by the Al
mighty God. If we treat it as a political matter, 
how would he respond to that, coming from a 
political organization, as to its gratitude to him ? 
I believe simply that it is a matter of sentiment 
in the convention, and not a question of absolute 
principle. For this reason I oppose it." 

Mr. J. Z. Moore regretted the bringing of this 
question here, but being here, he should discuss 
it. He had never been a member of any relig
ious body and did not speak from that stand
point, but he supported the substitute as being 
pleasing to that great body of the people who 

. profoundly and sincerely believe in God. As to 
those who deny Gud, they being simply in a ·neg
ative position, need not feel hurt. As to Mr. 
Griffitts' statement about constitutions, he was 
wrong if he meant to claim that a majority of the 
present constitutions had no reference to God. 
Afte~· having this up for discussion, a refusal to 
put it into the constitution was a bad example to 
the youth of a growing State. 

Mr. Comegys asked if the United States Con
stitution was a bad example to youth. 

Mr. Moore-According to the tenor of my re
marks it would seem so. 

lJ!Ir. Buchanan-May I answer the gentle
man? 

The Ohair-Mr. :Moore has the floor. 
Mr. Moore-I yield to the gentleman from 

Adams (Buchanan) for that purpose. 
Mr. Buchanan--! have always considered 

that the real preamble to the United States Con
stitution was the Declaration of Independence, 
which distinctly and repeatedly acknowledges 
God. 

Mr. :Moore-Three times in the Declaration of 
Independence do the signers thereof recognize 
God, and in our annual Thanksgiving-day the 
whole nation recognizes God. 

Mr. Tibbetts said he occupied exactly the 
same position as the last speaker, and should 
heartilysupport the substitute. 

Mr. Sullivan, of Whitman, said he should have 

supported the report of the committee if it had 
put God into the constitution, and should stand 
by it now. If there was anything he had con~ 
tempt f~r it was doing anything for show and 
buncombe. To put· this in or to leave it out 

. means absolutely nothing. It is all stuff and 
nonsense, and nothing more or less. If this is 
left out, what detriment 'Yill it be to tl1e people of 
this State or God? The Supreme Being pays no 
attention to this convention, or any other political 
gathering, or to anything else save the motives of 
a man. Mr. Chairman, I hope this convention 
will presently quit this moonshine. The greatest 
disgrace that has fallen on this convention since 
it assembled in this city has been the spending of 
so much time on this stuff and nonsense. 

Mr. Power-I call the gentleman to order for 
imputing such motives to delegates. 

Mr. Cosgrove-As he is taking up the greater 
portion of the time himself, he is simply com
menting on his own motion. 

Mr. Buchanan-The gentleman is entirely out, 
of order; he is imputing the basest motives to 
gentlemen who have spoken most reverently on 
this subject. 

The Chair-The gentleman is in order, but 
getting very close to the line. [Laughter.] 

Sullivan continuing, said: "If I remember 
right, the Bible says there is a time and a place 
for everything. It also says 'don't take my name 
in vain.' The· convention therefore should not 
place or put the name in anywhere simply to 
tickle the ear of any individual or set of individ
uals." 

Mr. Turner desired to speak, but was ruled out 
having spoken once, so long as others wished to 
speak. · 

Mr. Dyer believed the making of a constitu~ 

tion was one of the most sacred and solemn duties 
that could be performed. ·we are not to discuss 
revealed or natural religion. From the begin
ning of history, all people have had a God, and 
he believed in beginning this great constitution 
..by recognizing the Supreme Being, whether as 
God, Allah or Jehovah, and expressing gratitude 
to him. 

Mr. Godman- regretted the turn this debate 
had taken. He recognized the great value of 
the teachings of Christ, and reverenced as•much 
as any man the supreme intelligence, but lw be
lieved the convention should deal with things 
seen, things practical, and not with scntiment.or 
mystery, with which the convention had no busi
ness to meddle. The matter is immaterial, and I 
will support the report of the committee. I do 
not think that the substitute, if adopted, would 
increase our commerce or the fertility of the 
soil. If it had been there, I would have 
left it there. It is a mere matter of senti
ment, and I do not believe in ltigging sentiment 
into this constitution. If 999 asked to have any
thing done for sentiment and one opposed it on 
principle, I would stand by the man of princi-
ple. . · 

Mr. Sturdevant said : ''I cannot say, with my 
coHeague, Mr. E. H. Sullivan, that had this mat
ter been placed in the preamble by the committee 
that I should have voted for it, for my feelings 
are such as would not permit me to do so, not for 
the reason that I do not entertain the greatest rev
erence for a Supreme Being, but for this reason : · 
I consider that this is simply a business meeting; 
I consider that the people of 'V ashington Terri
tory have sent us here to this Constitutional Con· 
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vention not for the purpose of advancing any re
ligious belief, not for the purpose of advancing 
any sentimentality, but for the purpose of doing 
straightforward business, in a 'candid, common
sense manner; to frame a business article upon 
which they are to predicate tlie' future 1aws of 

' this State. The framers of the Constitution of 
the United States left out of that Constitution any 
recognition of the Supreme Being. I think its 
omission shows no irreverence, for I think that we 
must all recognize directly the interposition of 
the hand of the Almighty in ou'r prosperity, in 
the liberties which have been given to us and 
maintained by our people. In reply to the argu
ment of Mr. Buchanan, I challenge him to show 
me one word by George "\V ashington in that de
bate where he raised ]Jis voice in favor of placing 
in that Constitution any recognition of the Su
preme Being. The gentleman fi:om Garfield 
(Cosgrove) is fearful that if we do not put this in 
the Constitution its effect upon immigration is go
ing to be disastrous. He tells us that it is sup
posed away back across the States, perhaps to the 
Atlantic, that we are a set of savages out here, 
that we do not possess any degree of civilization. I 
do not know that we are worse than other States and 
Territories. The farther East you go, the stronger 
is that impression. The expression was used in 
Boston four or five years ago, in a meeting, that 
we were the 'Rowdy West,' and they were' very 
anxious fi>r the safety of the nation when thy rec
ognized the fact that the "\Vest was 'the rowdy 
'Vest.'· Emory Storrs, that great orator, was at 
that meeting, and was called upon to express his 
views, and he expressed them somewhat in this 
way: That he thought the people of the rowdy 
"iN est, .as it was called, were as capable to rear 
their children in a sense of enlightenment and in 
a sense of morality as those who claimed to live 
at the center of culture, 'one-half of whom doubted 
the existence of a Supreme Being, and the other 
half believed they were descended from an ape.' 
I see no use fi)r this in our constitution. As well 
acknowledge the existence of a Supreme Being
and an overruling providence in the making of u 

}Jromissory note, as in this constitution ; yet who 
would not say it was ridiculous if you saw a prom
issory note something like this, 'For value received, 
I promise to pay to John Doe, or order, $100, 
recognizing the overruling providence of the 
Supreme Court , and the credit business and the 
great privileges which have been conferred upon 
me by the Supreme Being by reason of this 
promissory note.' Then again, what would be 
said in court of the lawyer commencing lJis com
plaint in this. way.: 'John Doe vs. Richard Roe; 
the plaintiff in the above-entitled action, recogniz
ing the overruling power and constant care of the 
Supreme Being, complains of Richard Roe, and 
alleges,' etc. Now that is just as sensible, in my 
opinion, as placing it in the preamble of the con
stitution. Let us ask God to guide us and teach 
us common sense in the business which we are 
trying to transact in this convention.'' 

Mr. Buchanan did not recollect any debate on 
this subject in the original Constitution, and 
asked Mr. Sturdevant about that. 

Mt·. Sturdevant said he had not exam ned the 
subject. 

Mr. Buchanan-You made the assertion. 
Mr. Sturdevant-! made no assertion. I sim

ply asked the gentleman to show if Washington 
said anything on that subject. I am informed 
by a friend (Mr. Comegys) that he believes the 
subject was fully debated there. 

Mr. Cosgrove said such method of argument 
was essentially unfair, and he was glad it was 
made so apparent to the cpnvention. He com
mented on the sermon on Christian religion which 
one gentleman (Sullivan, of "\Vhitman) had deliv
eced when the Christian religion had not been 

. brought up at all, and if, as the gentleman has 
said, this convention is the laughing-stock of the 
press for its actions, it is for just such debates as 
this and for just such remarks as have been made 
here this morning. Tqe party which organized 
this convention, from president to page, would be 
held responsible for all that was left out as well as 
for all that was put into this constitution, and 
might find itself needing vot~s f0r this document 
from the very people who .would withhold them 
from it, unless a simple recognition of t.he Su
preme Being was in. 

Mr. "\Varner was a member of a church which 
had the most reverent devotion to God, but did 
not. believe it necessary to advertise that fact' in 
their business transactions. The committee had 
discussed the matter very briefly, and simply rec
ognized the constitution as a business document, 
and decided to leave out any mere matter. of sen
timent. 

Mr. Turner said Mr. Sullivan, of Whitman,. 
had been in the habit, from the very commence
ment, of lecturing and hectoring this convention, 
in season and out of season, and in common with 
others l.Je had home it with what equanimity he 
might, but when he commented with the coarsest 
buffoonery on the motives of gen,tlemen on !;his 
floor, and upon his own (Turner's) motives in of
fering thia substitute, he had .gone too far. It 
was from the highest ll!otives of duLy that he had 
offered this substitute. He felt profoundly rever
ent, personally, for the happy circumstances un
der which the convention and the people of the 

· State are living, and prefaced his substitute un
der that motive alone. He repeated that he con
sidered it in bad taste, as well as in contradiction 
of the rules of this body, to impute such motives 
to any member who exercised the merest privi
lege of duty in offering such substitutes and · 
amendments as he thought right. 

Mr. Sullivan wanted to say, for the benefit of 
Judge Turner and any other 'roan, that he should 
have better judgment' than to impute motives to 
a gentleman who was declared to _be in order by 
the chair. "I imputed no motives. The gentle
man can keep his insults to himself. I can take 
care of myself, both in and out of this conven
tion.'' 

Mr. Cosgrove called the gentleman to order. 
l\1r. Turner hoped .the gentleman would be al

lowed to proceed, and the chair allowed him to 
proceed. ~ 

1~r. Sullivan-I desire to say this, I do not want 
any member of this convention to impute any mo
tive to me at all regarding my arguments in debate 
here. I do not think of the individual. I never 
impute motives in a question in debate I rise above 
that; I take the arguments of the gentlemen and 
look at them, analyze them, if possible, without 
looking at their motives. If their argument is good, 
I will endorse that. If it is bad, I will try to show 
the fallacy. I do not want any man to get up 
here and talk about buffbonery or anything else. 
I am getting sick of this convention, and I am 
getting sick- of this imputing of motives out
side of it. Why drag outside matters into this 
convention? Why do that? I am not impugning 
the motives of my friend Turner, and I say to this 
committee, and I want to say to him, and I want 

to say to every member of this convention before 
I sit down, that I have not criticised thc,'l action of 
this convention so far as its motives were con
cerned at all. Inside of this convention and out
side of this convention I have said this, and I re
peat it here irrespective of motive: ·we have fooled 
away our time here, and I say the people are ob
jecting, and I am perhaps as much to blame as 
any other man in this convention. I do not deny 
that. I do not ·want any man to get up here and 
abuse me. I do not propose to stand it-Judge 
Turner or anybody else. I have never allowed 
that since I was five ,rears-old, and I do not pro
pose to stand it now." 

Mr. Dunbar attempted to pvur oil on the 
troubled waters, but Mr. Griffitts thought they 
were in the second round,· and lte ought to have 
another chance. 

The chair recognized Mr. Dunbar, on the 
ground that even if they were in the second round, 
any delegate who had not spoken at all was en
titled to the preference. 

Mr. Dunbar moved that the committee rise and 
report progress. Carried; yeas 36, nays 24. 

The president resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Stiles reported progress on behalf of the commit
tee, and leave to sit again was granted. 

Mr. Dunbar moved to adjourn. Lost. 
Mr. Griffitts moved to take a recess till 2 

o'clock. Carried. 
The convention reassembled at 2 o'clock, the 

president in the chair. 
On motion ofvVarner, the convention-resolved 

its~lf into a committee of the whole on tl1e pre
amble and bill of rights; Stiles, of Tacoma, in 
the chair. 

The question was stated by the chair to be on 
Mr. Dyer's motion. 

Moore said it was generally understood that 
they were speaking to the amendment offered by 
Turner. 

The chair stated that Dyer's was merely an 
amendment to the preamble, whereas Turner's 
was a substitute for the whole preamble. 

On Dyer's amendment the question was put, 
and it failed. 

Turner's substitute was taken up, read and 
failed; yeas, 32 ; nays, 34. • 

Minor offered the following substitute:-
" vV e, the people of "\V ashington, with profound 

reverence for the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, 
in order to secure and perpetuate the blessings of 
self-government, do ordain and establish this con
stitution for the State of "\Vashington.'' 

Adopted-ayes, 33; nays, 32. 
The question was then put on the adoption of 

the preamble as thus amended. · 
T. M. Reed raised a point of order that the 

adoption of the substitute adopted the preamble. 
The chair stated that the point was not well 

taken. 
The motion to adopt the preamble was voted 

on, and the vote was a tie, 33 to 33, so the mo
tion failed. 

Sullivan, of. Tacoma, moved to refer back the 
preamble to the committee on preamble. 

Griffitts moved to adopt the preamble- as re· 
ported originally by the committee. 

T. l\1. Reed moved to lay on the table. 
Cosgrove raised a point of order that Griffitts' 

motion was out of order. The chair ruled the 
point well taken. 

Mr. Griffitts asked, "What is the status of the 
1.uestion now.'' 

The Chair-The preamble as amended is now 
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before the committee for amendment, or anything 
else. 

Griffitts said that when a thing had failed it 
was dead as he understood it, and so there was 
no preamble, and ,1e ought to be allowed to move 
anything he asked for a preamble. 

Moore-The chair should give the deciding 
vote. 

Ohair-I voted on the point, and there made a 
mistake. 

Cosgrove-It was no mistake. The chair has 
a right to vote in committee of the :whole. 
. Griffitts-I now move that we adopt the fol
lowing preamble ""\V e, the people of the State of 
'V ashington, do ordain this constitution." 

Mr. Hoyt stated that the chair should not vote, 
except on roll-call or a rising vote. 

The Ohair-! suggest that the question be 
put again as the best solution. 

Mr. Turner-! move that the committee re
port the preamble back to the convention, with 
the recommendation that it be recommitted to 
the Committee on Preamble; so ordered. 

Wednesday forenoon se1:1sion, the convention . 
again went into committee of the whole on pre
amble. 

Mr. Stiles, of Tacoma, resumed the chair. 
Tl1e majority and minority reports of the Commit
tee on Preamble were read, as follows:

MAJORITY REPORT. 
. "'Ve, the people of the State of 'V ashington, 

to secure the blessings of liberty, insure domestic 
tmnquillity and preserve our rights, do ordain 
this constitution." 

MINORITY REPORT. 

"'Ve, the people of \Vashington, grateful to 
the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for our lib
erty, do ordain this -constitution. 

Lindsley moved that the minority report be 
adopted. 

Sullivan (Tacoma) moved that the committee 
rise and recommend that the convention settle the 
whole matter. Lost. 

Warner did not rise to discuss the matter, but 
simply stated the position of the committee. 

"We have considered it a mere sentiment and 
oflittle consequence either way, and shall,be sat
isfied whichever \vay the committee decide, but 
trust the subject will not be debated." 

Comegys moved to amend by substituting 
"majority" for "minority." 

Co3grove called attention to the real point at 
issue, so that the gentlemen who have said they 
had no real objections to the llllme of the Deity 
in the constitution need make no mistake. 

'Villison asked the effect of voting aye, as he 
was absent fi·om the debate yesterday. 

The chair stated that voting "aye" on this 
motion was equivalent to leaving out the name of 
God from the preamble. 

The motion of Comegys was lost, and Lindsley's 
motion prevailed-yeas 45, nays 22. So that the 
phrase, "Grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the 
Universe for our liberties," is the way it will 
stand in the constitution. 

Right and Law. 

"TnE right of rest for one is the law of rest for 
all," is oo expression often used by National Re
formem and one would think that they regard it 
as a self.evident truth that needs no proof. It 
needs but a moment's thought to see its absurdity. 
They use it to prGve the obligation of the Sun
day rest upon all. No one disputes their right to 

rest on Sunday if they choose, therefore they say 
that all should rest. Let us try it another way .. 
Sabbatarians ·have the right to rest upon the 
seventh day, even the National Reformers admit 
this, therefore if their logic is good for anything, 
aU should rest upon that day also, and thus we 
have all men observing t.wo days. ·or·course 
they will not for a moment admit of this con
clusion; and, .therefore, their proposition only 
servE:s to show the utter inconsistency of the 
cause which seeks to be _§Ustained by such argu
ments. 

Let us carry this a little further and see how 
the same argument will work with respect to 
another Edenic institution, that of marriage. 
The right of marriage for one' is the law of mar
riage for all. Anyone can see the absurdity of the 
proposition. Any single person· has the right to 
marry ; therefore, on the National Reform theory, 
if any exercise the right, all must do so ; and if 
they do not inarry, a law must be enacted to com~ 
pel them to do so. H. H. FisHER. 

~Madison, Wisconsin. 

National Reform Bigotry. 

THE Christian Statesman of August 8, con
tams a characteristic report from Secretary Gault. 
He has been circulating through Iowa recently, 
and in the course o.f a report of some meetings 
held at Malvern, we find the following para
graph:-

" The preceding Sabbath I preached twice at 
Afton, county seat of Union County, in the evening, 
on the Sabbath-Rest question, at a union service of 
the Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Evangelical 
churches. Here there was but one lady, a Seventh
day Adventist, who opposed the petition when it was 
put to vote of the congregation. She was landlady 
in the hotel where I lodged, and all day Sabbath her 
sewing machine hummed with a vim that was signi>f
icant and unmistakable." 

We mean nothing personal when we say 
that that is the utterance of a narrow-minded 
bigot. "\Ve simply state a fact .. A bigot is one 
who thinks there is no one in the world of any 

·consequence but himself, that the world was 
made for him, and that the sun shines principally 
for his benefit. The only possible inference that 
can be drawn from Mr. Gault's remark is that 
that lady committed an unpardonable act in 
doing her ordinary work on Sunday while he 
was in the hotel. The bigotry of the thing may 
be shown if we turn it around. Suppose that 

·lady, or any individual who conscientiously ob
serves the seventh day of the week as the Sab
bath, should chance to stop at a hotel kept by 
one who observes Sunday, would Mr. Gault think 
that person ought to cease his ordinary work on 
that day? 

If Mr. Gault were a hotel keeper, and by 
chance a seventh-day observer ·should stop over 
the Sabbath with him, would he have everything 
stopped in his own house ? Of course he would 
not. It is only when he is around that things 
must stop. It is his presence that must be 
regarded. If anyone believes differently from 
him, that individual has no right :to exist, at 
least to carry out or act upon his belief. This 
principle is not peculiar to Mr. Gault, although 
it seems to be very fully developed in him, from 
what we have seen of his writings. But it is the 
principle of National Reform to act as though 
"we are the people, and the government must 
shape its action to conform to our opinions and 
to please us. It does not make any difference if 
other people are discommoded. What does that 

matter? They have no business to believe dif
ferently from what we do." This is National 
Reform in a nutshell. It must, from the very 
nature of the case, make bigots of those who 
devote the_m:;;jllves' to it, no matter how liberal 
nrinGea~they might be by nature. E. J. w. 

Religion and the Public Schools, 

(Continued.) 
"BuT if your honors please, let me say, for I 

conceive it to be a privilege to say it, that I be
lieve that this book, which I hold in my hands, is 
a sacred book in tpe highest sense of the term. I 
believe that it is the word of the living God, as 
essential to. our spiritual nourishment and life as 
the bread that we eat, and the water that we 
drink to quench our thirst is, for our bodies. It 
records the history of the most marvelous appear
ance that ever occurred in human history-the 
advent in Judea of the man Christ Jesus, the 
promised Messiah of old, whom Moses wrote about, 
and of whom Moses was a feeble type; whom 
Joshua predict~d when he led the hosts to take 
possession of the happy land and prefigured ; 
whom all the prophets foretold, and the psalmist 
sung, and the people sig bed for, throughout all 
the weary ages of their captivity and bondage ; 
who appeared in the light and brightness of the 
heathen civilization of' the Augustan age; who 
spake as never man spake; who healed the dis
eases ofthepeople; who opened their eyes; who 
caused the dumb to speak, the blind to see, the 
deaf to hear, and preached the gospel to the poor ; 
who was persecuted because he was the living 
representative of divine and absolute truth, and 
who was lifted up upon the cross charged with 
blasphemy untruly, but slain upon the baser 
charge of treason to the Roman Cresar, while in 
the very act of declaring that his 'kingdom was 
not of this world;' lifted up, to be sure, by ~he 
hands of men, . . . but in pursuance of a 
covenant that he had made in eternity with his 
Father that it should come thus to pass, because 
without the shedding of blood there was to be no 
~emission of sin; lifted up in order that he might 
draw all men unto himself, that whosoever looked 
upon him might be healed of the poison of original 
sin and live. 'Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world!' That, if 
your honors please, is my credo. If I am asked 
how I prove it, I enter into no disputation or 
doubtful argument. I simply say that his di
vinity shone into my heart and proved itself by 
its self- evidence. . • . I would not give 
up, I would not abate a jot or a tittle of my belief 
in that Book, and in the God that it reveals, and 
tQ.e salvation it offers, for all that this world can 
give. And yet, if your honors please, in the 
spirit of my divine Master, I do not want to 
compel any man. If he cannot believe-obi it is 
his misfortune, not less than his fault, and not to 
be visited upon him as a penalty by any human 
judgment. It is not to be the ground of exclusion 
from civil rights ; it is not to bar him from any 
privilege. It is ·even, if your honors please, to 
protect him from the finger of scorn being 
pointed and slowly moved at him as if he were 
out of the pale of divine charity. Oh, no; it was 
to the lost that the Sa, vi our came, to seek them as 
well as to save them; and I know no other way, 
I know no better way, to recommend the truth of 
that Book to those who cannot receive it, but to 
live like him whose teaching is to be just, to be 
good, to be kind, to be charitable; to receive them. 
all into the arms of my humf!,JUYI.llpathy, and to 
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before the committee for amendment, or anything 
else. 

Griffitts said that when a thing had failed it 
was dead as he understood it, and so there was • no preamble, and he ought to be allowed to move 

, anything he asked for a preamble. 
· Moore-The chair should give the deciding 
vote. 

Ohair-I voted on the point, and there made a 
mistake. 

Cosgrove-It was no mistake. The chair lms 
a right to vote in committee of the :whole. 
· Grif}itt8-l now move that we adopt the fol
lowing preamble ""\V e, the people of the State of 
'V ashington, do ordain this constitution." 

Mr. Hoyt stated that the chair should not vote, 
except on roll-call or a rising vote. 

The Chair-I suggest that the question be 
put again as the best solution. 

Mr. Turner-! move that the committee re
port the preamble back to the convention, with 
the recommendation that it be recommitted to 
the Committee on Preamble; so ordered. 

Wednesday forenoon se~sion, the convention 
again went into committee of the whole on pre
amble. 

Mr. Stiles, of Tacoma, resumed the chair. 
The majority and minority reports of the Commit
tee on Preamble were read, as follows:

MAJORITY REPORT. 
. " We, the people of the State of 'V ashington, 

to secure the blessings of liberty, insure domestic 
tranquillity and preserve our rights, do ordain 
this constitution." 

:MINORITY REPORT. 

"'V e, the people of 'V ashington, grateful to 
the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for our lib
erty, do ordain this -constitution. 

Lindsley moved that the minority report be 
adopted. 

Sullivan (Tacoma) moved that the committee 
rise and recommend that the convention settle the 
whole matter. Lost. 

'Varner did nut rise to discuss the matter, but 
simply stated the position of the committee. 

"We have considered it a mere sentiment and 
of little consequence either way, and shall , be sat
isfied whichever \vay the committee decide, but 
trust the subject will not be debated." 

Comegys moved to amend by substituting 
"majority" for "minority." 

Cosgrove called attention tu the real point at 
issue, so that the gentlemen who have said they 
had no real objections to the name of the Deity 
in the constitution need make no mistake. 

·Willison asked the effect of voting aye, as l1e 
was absent from the debate yesterday. 

The chair stated that voting "aye" on this 
motion was equivalent to leaving out the name of 
God from the preamble. 

The motion of Comegys was lost, and Lindsley's 
motion prevailed-yeas 45, nays 22. So that the 
phrase, "Grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the 
Universe for our liberties," is the way it will 
stand in the constitution. 

Right and Law. 

"TnE right of rest for one is the law of rest for 
all," is oo expression often used by National Re
formem and one would think that they regard it 
as a self-evident truth that needs no proof. It 
needs but a moment's thought to see its absurdity. 
They use it to pr~ve the obligation of the Sun
day rest upon all. No one disputes their right to 

rest on Sunday if they choose, therefore they say 
that all should rest. Let us try it another way .. 
Sabbatarians ·have the right to rest upon the 
seventh day, even the National Reformers admit 
this, therefore if their logic is good for anything, 
aU should rest upon that day also, and thuswe 
have all men observing two days. ~of·course 
they will not for a moment admit of this con
clusion ; and, .therefore, their proposition only 
serv~s to show the utter inconsistency of the 
cause which seeks to be ~ustained by such argu
ments. 

Let us carry this a little furth!3r __ and see how 
the same argument will work with respect to 
another Edenic institution, that of marriage. 
The right of marriage for o11e' is the law of mar
riage fur all. Anyone can see the absurdity of the 
proposition. Any single person·has the right to 
marry ; therefore, on the National Reform theory, 
if any ~xerCise the right, all must do so; and if 
they do not .i:narry, a law must be enacted to com~ 
pel them to do so. H. H. FISHER, 

Madison, Wisconsin. 

National Reform Bigotry. 

THE Christian Statesman of' August 8, con
tains a characteristic report from Secretary Gault. 
He has been circulating through Iowa recently, 

, and in the course o.f a report of some meetings 
held at Malvern, we find the following para
graph:-

" The preceding Sabbath I preached twice at 
Afton, county seat of Union County, in the evening, 
oil the Sabbath-Rest question, at a union service of 
the lVIethodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Evangelical 
churches. Here there was but one lady, a Seventh

. day Adventist, who opposed the petition when it was 
put to vote of the congregation. She was landlady 
in the hotel where I lodged, and all day Sabbath her 
sewing machine hummed with a vim that was signjf
icant and unmistakable." 

We mean nothing personal when we say 
that that is the utterance of a narrow-minded 
bigot. 'Ve simply state a fact .. A bigot is one 
who thinks there is no one iu the world uf any 

·consequence but himself, that the world was 
made fur him, and that the sun shines principally 
for his benefit. The only possible inference that 
can be drawn from Mr, Gault's remark is that 
that lady committed an unpardonable act in 
doing her ordinary work on Sunday while he 
was in the hotel. The bigotry of the thing may 
be shown if we turn it around. Suppose that 
lady, or any individual who conscientiously ob
serves the seventh day of the week as the Sab
bath, should chance to stop at a hotel kept by. 
one who observes Sunday, would Mr. Gault think 
that person ought to cease his ordinary work on 
that day? 

If Mr. Gault were a hotel keeper, and by 
chance a seventh-day observer ·should stop over 
the Sabbath with him, would he have everything 
stopped in his own house ? Of course he would 
not. It is only when he is around that things 
must stop. It is his presence that must be 
regarded. If anyone believes differently from 
him, that individual has no right to exist, at 
least to carry out ur act upon his belief. This 
principle is not peculiar to Mr. Gault, although 
it seems to be very fully developed in him, from 
what we have seen of his writings. But it is the 
principle of National Reform to act as though 
" we are the people, and the government must 
shape its action to conform to our opinions and 
to please us. It does nut make any difference if 
other people are discommoded. What does that 

matter? They have no business to believe dif
ferently from what we do." This is National 
Reform in a nutshell. It must, from the very 
nature of the case, make bigots of those who 
devote themselves to "it, no matter how liberal 
minde<nh~y might be by nature. E. J, w. 

Religion and the Public Schools, 

(Continued.) 
"BuT if your honors please, let me say, for I 

conceive it to be a privilege to say it, that I be
lieve that this book, which I hold in my hands, is 
a sacred book in the highest sense of the term. I 
believe that it is the word of the living God, as 
essential to. our spiritual nourishment and life as 
the bread· that we eat, and the water that we 
drink to quench our thirst is, for our bodies. It 
records the history of the most marvelous appear
ance that ever occurred in human history-the 
advent in Judea of the man Christ Jesus, the 
promised Messiah of old, whom Moses wrote about, 
and of whom Moses was a feeble type ; whom 
Joshua predicted when he led the hosts to take 
possession of the happy land and prefigured ; 
whom all the prophets foretold, and the psalmist 
sung, and the people sighed for, throughout all 
the weary ages of their captivity and bondage; 
who appeared in the light and brightness of the 
heathen civilization of the Augustan age; who 
spake as never man spake; who healed the dis
eases ofthepeqple; who opened their eyes; wl10 
caused the dumb to speak, the blind to see, the 
deaf to· hear, and preached the gospel to the poor; 
who was persecuted because he was the living 
representative of divine and absolute truth, and 
who was lifted up upon the cross charged with 
blasphemy untruly, but slain upon the baser 
charge of treason to the Roman Cwsar, while in 
the very act of declaring that his 'kingdom was 
not of this world;' lifted up, to be sure, by ~he 
hands of men, . . • but in pursuance of a 
covenant that he had made in eternity with his 
Father that it should come thus to pass, because 
without the shedding of blood there was to be no 
~emission of sin; lifted up in order that he might 
draw all men unto himself; that whosoever looked 
upon him might be healed of the poison of original 
sin and live. •Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world I' That, if 
your honors please, is my credo. If I am asked 
how I prove it, I enter into no disputation or 
doubtful argument. I simply say that his di
vinity shone into my heart and proved itself by 
its self- evidence. . . . I would not give 
up, I would not abate a jot or a tittle of my belief 
in that Book, and in the God that it reveals, and 
tQ.e salvation it offers, for all that this world can 
give. And yet, if your honors please, in the 
spirit of my divine Master, I do not want to 
compel any man. If he cannot believe-obi it is 
his misfortune, not less than his fault, and not to 
be visited upon him as a penalty by any human 
judgment. It is not to be the ground of exclusion 
from civil rights; it is not to bar him from any 
privilege. It is' even, if your honors please, to 
protect him from the finger of scorn being 
pointed and slowly moved at him as if he were 
out of the pale of divine charity. Oh, no; it was 
to the lost that the Saviour came, to seek them as 
well as to save them; and I know no other way, 
I know no better way, to recommend the truth of 
that Book to those who cannot receive it, but to 
live like him whose teaching is to be just, to be 
good, to be kind, to be charitable; to rec.eivethem. 
all into the arms of my human sYmpathy, and to. 
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NoTE.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. .If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same .. 

o1m of the very brightest of many of the 
papers that come to the desk of the SENTINEL 
is the Silver Gate, published in San Diego, Cal. 
We recommend it to the reading public every
where, and wish it unbounded success. 

As this SENTINEL goes to press there is a de
bate in progress between Alonzo T. Jones, editor 
oftheSENTINEL, and Rev. G. W. Bothwell, M.A., 
D. D., Chancellor of Columbia University of New 
Orleans, member of the New Orleans Academy 
of Science, and of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. The debate is on 
the Sunday Rest-law Petition. The proposition is 
the one that Mr. Crafts did not debate: namely, 
" Resolved that the following petition ought to 
prevail." There are to be four. sessions of the de
bate, each speaker to occupy an hour and fifteen 
minutes each session. The speeches .are being 
reported, and it is probable that at Je~t a synop
sis will be given in the SENTINEL. 

NATIONAL Reformers and Sunday-law advo
cates are very profuse with the word " infidel " in 
referring to the opponents of their schemes. 
When we remember that to oppose religious legis
lation is all that is necessary to constitute infidel
ity in the mind of the m'odern National Reformer, 
that term loses much of the intended stigma when 
emanating from that source. It does not dero
gate much from the reputation of the Constitu
tion framers to be denounced as infidels for hav
ing given to the country a fundamental law 
under which Christianity has enjoyed such priv
ileges as it never before experienced in any coun
try; and 'under whose 1Jrotecting care it 
l1as flourished as under no other government 
either past or present. On the other hand, is it 
not plain, that to destroy this very liberty-of
conscience feature which has been productive of 
so much good, would be the breach where the 
real infidelity would enter? . .... 

AT the Lo!! ·Angeles Sunday-law convention, 
Rev. A. W. Rider said:-

" I believe not only in the one-seventh allotment 
of time for physical rest, and in which the constitution 
of the State ought to .protect the community, but in the 
principles of the observance of the Sabbath in the 
deeper religious sense. The question is, how shall we 
obtain this,: h<;>w'.shall we obtain the most of spiritual 
good? We cannot ocompel men to be spiritually 
minded or moral J:>y legal means, but the Christian 
means of making men spiritually minded ought to be 
guaranteed by the State." 

But \vhen the State guarantees the Christian 
means of · mak~!lg men spiritually ,minded it 
tlH).repy.gu.~r!llltees ~ ai1 esta,hlishe.d religion and. tie
votes ~he 111adhinery of the g9v:ert~m:ei1t. wholly_ t~· 
the;~~rviq~ ofth{i mlingecclesrastics. All that·the 
na~i?ns. of Europ~;diq in: the ,supremacy of' the 
Pap!tcyr. was to guarantee the so-calle<t.Chtisti~n 
means of 

an attempt to repeat the methods and times of 
the Papacy. In sue~ an effort as \vas this pro
posed by Mr. Rider, the true functions of both 
the State and the church are perverted and the 

·.result is such a confused mass of iniquity as 
nothing els'l under the sun can produce. 

SEPTEJIIBER 1 and 2 a convention was held at 
Los Angeles, Cal., in the interests of a National 
Sunday law. The meetin~s were well attended, 
yet the results were rather disappointing to the 
American Sabbath Union. 'fhata~sumption of 
authority and spirit of over-lordship which char
acterizes the work of the American Sabbath 
Union does not take well in the free air of Cali
fornia. 

The usual effort was made to make it appear 
to be a movement in the interest of the workii:\g
maR and they went a little further than they did 
in San Francisco. They actually engaged a work-· 
ingmari to make a speech, and he endeavored to 
do so. ·But the whole thing, both his effort and 
that of the American Sabbath Union on this 
point, was a dismal failure. And when at another 
session Mr. Crafts took occasion to advertise 
one of his own books, the Los Angeles daily 
Tribune says," it fell like a wet blanket upon 
the audience and evidently took all the inspiration 
and enthusiasm out of the meeting." 

If the American Sabbath Union consisted. of 
anybody but Mr. Crafts, we should advise it to 
employ a different sort of a worker before it en
ters its next annual campaign ; but as he is him
self the Union, there is of course no room for any 
such advice in the matter. 

THE annual convention of the Oregon State 
Secular Union fbr 1889, is to be l1eld in tl1e city 
of Portland, October 12-14. The main object 
of the Secular Union, as we understand it, is to 
oppose all forms of religious legislation, the en
croachment of the religious upon the civil power, 
or tlw mixing 'up of religious with civil things. 
"'IV ebster's definition of "secular" is:-

"Pertaining to this present world, or to things 
not spiritual or holy; relating to things not immedi
ately or primarily respecting the soul but the body; 
worldly." 

This definition properly· describes the· place 
and nature of the State. The State pertains 
solely to this present world. No State that ever 
existed will ever reach another world. The 
$tate, therefore, itself pertaining to this present 
world, can have nothing at all to- do with the af
fairs or interests of another world or with men's 
relations to another world. Consequently the 
functions of the State are wholly secular. They 
do pertain solely to things not spiritual or holy. 

Again: All with which the State can ever 
have properly to do, in this respect, .is with the 
bodies and the bodily relations of men. It never 
can have anything to do with, the souL Conse
quently the relations of the State toward men is 
in the very nature of the case ':Vholly secular.' 
Therefore any union or combination formed for 
the purpose of keeping the State ·and its functions 
strictly secular is a proper combination and such 
purpose is a laudabk purpose. ,:_; :. 

And jris.t .at the present: time: .~uc:h purp~se'and 
effort are doubly laudable; in vie'v.ofthe persist

. ent and wide-spread purpQ~e of reiigious combina
t\ons to pervert the powers;~ and suBvert the true 

,principles of the State; :efforts to. commit the 
to the inculcation, and the guardianship, of 

things not of this present world, but of:au-

other world, and to things spiritual and holy; ef
forts to make the State, its powers and functions, 
to relate to things immediately and primarily· 
respecting the souls and not the bodies of men. 

And it is this effort of the religious combinations 
that has called into existence the secular unions 
and other combinations to keep the affairs of State 
within the proper civil or secular limits and main
tain them upon that basis. Accordingly the 
"object" of the Oregon convention is " to secure. 
the total separation of Church and State." This 

. purpose is strictly in harmony with the Scriptures. 
It proposes to render to Cresar the things that are 
Cresar's, and to leave every man free to render to 
God the things that are God's. Vf e wil!h success 
to the Oregon convention in its efforts to awaken 
wider public attention to the evHs and the danger 
of religious legislation, and of the encroachments _ 
of the religious upon the civil power. 

THE Christian Nation of June 26, 1889, has 
an editorial entitled, "The Preachers and the 
Politicians," in which it says: 

"The late con~est in Pennsylvania over the Prohi
bition amendment, was emphatically a trial of strength 
as to who should control the people of that State, the 
preachers or the politicians. . • . It was preacher 
against politician, and the politician won by a tre
mendous majority. . . • The lines are being 
drawn between the followers of the preachers and of 
the politicians and every moment that hastens such 
division is beneficial. " 

This is ·not a correct statement as to the real 
fact of the Pennsylvania campaign. But ad
mitting the Nation's statement of the case, we say 
that that is precisely what the SENTINEL has been 
showing in regard to· the Prohibition party all 
along. We have been saying all the time that the 
third party prohibition movement was only a 
stepping-stone to help the preachers to power 
oyer the people. "'IVhenever preachers undertake 
to influence or contt;ol people by any other means 
than the meekness and gentleness of Christ, they 
are dangerous. And in any contest for political 
power' by which to control people, they are more 
dangerous than tho~e who are politicians only. 
The control of the people by earthly go'lernments 
is political. It is properly the work of politi
cians. It is not the work of the preacher, and 
the preacher bas no right to enter into any con
test with the politician to gain that control. To 
the twelve original preachers and to all otl1ers 
who shc1Jld ever come after them Christ said : 
"Ye know that they which think good to rule 
over· the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them, 
but. so shall it NOT be among you." This is 
the word of Jesus Christ. Everybody who re.
spects Christ should respect that word. And by 
that word it is proven that whenever a preacher 
enters into any contest with politicians, as to who 
shall control the people, he is out of his place. 

A. T. J. 
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THE AMERICAN SENTINEL, Oakland, Cal., for 
August 28, is largel)'i devoted to refuting charges 
brought against it and its editors by W. F. 
Crafts, field secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union, who made an affidavit at ;Colorado 
Springs that the editors were guilty of willful 
and malicious falsehood and slander " by the 
square foot. " With the SENTINEL's showing by 
means of fac-similes of letters written by Crafts 
to Prof. Jones, one of its editors, compared with 
the sworn statements of Crafts, the conclusion 
that the apoRtle of the National Sabbath law 
advocacy. is guilty of perjury, is irresistible
Silver Gate (San Diego), Sept. 14. 

IN the New York Observer's notice of the 
death of John Bright sometime ago there occurred 
a statement which is worthy of preservation and 
of special note in this age, when the tendency is 
to try to elevate people in bulk. The statement 
is this:-

" He cared supremely for the development of indi
vidual character; he preferred the material prosperity 
ofthe people, advancing slowly by their own efforts 
to quicker progress by State aid." 

There is probably not a National Reformer who 
would not agree with Mr. Bright in this. They 
would agree that the idea is absurd that men can 
be established on a higher pecuniary basis by 
legislation. They know well that it is individ
ual chartlcter and energy that determine a man's 

. standing. The State might pass a law that every' 
individual should have a certain amount of prop
erty, and it might even distribute property so 
that each should have an equality, but in less 
time than it would take to make the distribution, 
some would have a great deal more, and some 
would have none at all. 

But if this is absurd in temporal matters, how 
much more so in matters pertaining to morals. 
National Reformers would have the State pass 
laws to make.men moral and to elevate them 
spiritually, w~.~n it has not power to overcome in
dividual characteristics suffiqiently to make a 
ricli m~n out of a man that is poor because of a 
lack of energy. There is at the present day, as 
we have ~efore said, a tendency to do everything 
in bulk. Charity is carried on by associations; 
and temperance work, instead of being performed 
by and for individuals as formerly, is now rele-

gated almost entirely to societies and political 
parties. . 

And so it is with Christian work. People are 
getting tired of laboring for individuals, as the 
Ma~ter did. To labor personally for people 
seems too slow, so they want to have laws passed 
which will gather them in by the hundreds and 
tliousands. The natural consequence of this is to 
put personal labor entirely at a discount. The 
only kind of labor which can accomplish any 
real results is despised because of its humility. 
Let the professed Christian people of this country 
become infatuated with the idea of National Re
form, and real Christian effort would cease at 
once. Fortun(ttely there are some still who be
lieve that the conversion of one individual is of 
far more value than the forced compliance of a 
thousand to outward forms. 

Mr. Crafts and Seventh-Day Christians 

NoT long since a communication from Mr. 
Crafts in reply to a Mr. Cadman, on "Cardinal 
Gibbons and the Sunday-Rest Bill," appeared in 
a morning newspaper of Chicago. In that letter 
Mr. Crafts states that seventh-day Christians are 
guilty of ''slanders," "malicious misstatements 
and misquotations." This .letter of Mr. Crafts' 
called out in the· Chicago JJ1orning Times, a letter 
from the Rev. J. W. Morton. Both oftheseletters 
are published in the Sabbath Recorder of August 
15, from which we take this letter. The readers 
of the SENTINEL will be interested in the well 
put arguments of Mr. Morton ~-

In your paper of ~he 13th inst., the Rev. Wil
bur F. Crafts, of the "American Sabbath Union," 
charges seventh-day Christians with ''malicious 
misstatements and misquotations" in reference to 
himself and the society he represents. As I am a 
Seventh-day Baptist I feel interested in this 
charge. I am not conscious, however, of having. 
made any malicio~s statements about either him 
or his society, nor have I noticed anything of the 
kind in the Outlook, our denominational organ. 
But now that the question is up I want to call at
tention to a few mistatements and misquotations 
that Mr. Crafts and his co-workers have made. 
I do not say maliciously, but at least carelessly. 

1. In the official notes of a hearing on the 
Sunday-Rest bill before Mr. Blair's committee, 
December 13, 1888, Mr. ·Crafts says of Cardinal 
Gibbons' letter, in the foot-note to page 18: ''The 
letter is not equal in value to the ir).dividual sig
natures of the millions he represents, but no loyal 
Catholic priest or paper or person will oppose 
what has thus qeen indorsed." In his letter to 
the Morning News he says that it was" distinctly 
said" that the letter "was not equivalent to the 

signatures of the whole Catholic Church, although 
it was hoped it would be equivalent to a negative 
indorsement by that church, in that the approval 
J)f the Cardinal, it was thought, would prevent op
position to the Sunday-Rest petition by any loyal 
Catholic.'' Observe the difference. In the origi
nal the statement is absolute that no loyal Catho
lic will oppose the Cardinal's letter. In the quo
tation "it was hoped" and "it was thought" that 
''the approval of the Cardinal" "would prevent 
opposition " "by any loyal Catholic." Now what 
is this but gross misquotation and misrepresenta
tion? 

2. In the same document (page 124) Mr. 
Crafts says: " It would not be reasonable for leg:.. 
islatures to compel the ninety-nine one-hun
dredths of the population who do not regard Sat
urday as a sacred day to stop business for the less 

·than one per cent. who do. If this were done, the 
. Mohammedan immigrants of the future would 
soon be asking for laws halting industry on their 
sacred Friday also." Now, here is an indirect, 
but none the less positive, assertion that observ;
ers of the Seventh day-Jews, seventh-day Ad
ventists, and Seventh-day Baptists, desire the en
actment of laws compelling others to keep Satur
day holy. But Mr. Crafts ought to know that 
not one of either of these classes has ever peti
tioned for anything of the kind, while seventh-day: 
Christians at least, have constant.ly and publicly 
declared their opposition to all civil Sabbath laws. 
Could there be a grosser misrepresentation than 
this? I do not say it is " malicious," but it 
it is mtiust, injurious, and unworthy of a thought
ful Christian. 

3. In the same document (page 22) Mrs. J. C. 
Bateham, a lady thoro~J.ghly indorsed by Mr. 
Crafts, in speaking of the great" half-mile" peti
tion, says: "I do not know how many of the::;e 

. 7,000,000 have sent their individual signatures-
it is said their are millions. I do know that -
nearly every State and Territory is represented, 
and that pasted on red cloth and arranged as 
drapery in the Foundry church of this city, for 
the-American Sabbath Union now in session there, 
the petition is over half a mile in length, much of 
it in double columns; and yet this wonderful: pe
tition, doubtless by many millions the largest ever 
presented to this or any other government, is not· 
yet full grown."· On page 24 these same 7,000,-
000 are said to have spoken " through their signa
tures.'' These remarks refer to what Mr. Crafts 
calls "our half-mile double-columned petition," 
which, he says, contains thousands upon thou
sands of individual signatures.'' Now Mr. Crafts 
must have known ver.v well that Mrs. Bateham's 
estimate of the number of these signatures: was 
enormously exaggerated-that half-mile petition, 
though in double columns, could <'hot have con
tained more than one hundred and sixty thousand 
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individual signatures, allowing sixty ·to each foot 
of double column, which is a very liberal allow
ance, indeed. Yet he allows the statement to go 
unchecked that it contained "several millions " 
and "was by many millions the largest ever pre
sented to this or any other government." As 

' " field secretary" of the American Sabbath U n
ion he ought to have corrected this egregious, 
published blunder long ago, but he has not. 

Seventh-day Christians are not "malicious" 
in their opposition to Sunday laws. They are as 
conscientious as Mr. Crafts himself,. and he would 
do himself a great deal more credit by practicing 
a little more Christian charity than by sending 
sworn affidavits to religious bodies for the purpose 
of securing the" expulsion" of members who may 
have trodden on his theological or political corns." 

Sunday in California and New York. 

MR. CRAFTS has been in California, the only 
State in the Union which has no Sunday law; 
and the people may now expect to have it held· 
up in season and out of season as the terrible ex
ample of immorality and vice consequent upon 
having no Sunday law. In his speeches here he 
declared that the State had retrograded in religion 
and morals since .the repeal of its Sunday laws six 
years ago. To be sure Mr. Crafts was not in 
California six years ago, or before, when they l1ad 
a Sunday law, and has not been here since that 
time, with the exception of a few days this year; 
but that doesn't make any difference with him. 

f But he does not find it all clear sailing in his 
endeavor to make capital for Sunday laws at the 
expense of California. At a meeting of the Con
gregational club in San Francisco, at which Mr. 
Crafts was present, the Rev. Dr. Barrows, of that 
city, said that what Dr. Crafts had said about the 
moral and religious declension in California was 
not true; that he had been here eight years, and 
that in all that time there had been a steady and 
constant ad vance in the moral and religious status, 
and that Dr. Crafts had been here but a few 
days and could not judge. He protested strongly 
against Dr. Crafts' carrying such a report back 
to the East, because it was not true. The report 
of the meeting continues as follows: "Dr. 'Vill
iams of Tulare City indorsed Dr. Barrows,' re
marks. The Sabbath was as well observed in 
Tulare as in any city that he had ever lived in. 
He was certainly in favor of the workingmen 
having the privilege of Sunday rest, but for the 
churches to press Sunday observance on tl1e 
State, upon religious grounds, and endeavor indi
rectly to compel men to go to church by strict Sun
day laws, could do no good, and might do much 
harm to the cause of religion. Rev. Dr. Cruzan of 
the Third Congregational Church, San Fran
cisco, agreed with Dr. Williams and Dr. Barrows. 
During his recent visit to the East he had spent 
a Sunday at Coney Island. ''There was nothing 
like it for immorality and dissipation on the Pa
cific Coast; yet this was right under the nose of 
Dr. Crafts when he was at home, in a State that 
had strict Sunday laws.'' · 

l:tr' Let this be repeated everywhere Mr. Crafts goes. 
It comes from men who are earnest in their en
deavor to get Sunday laws, but who are more in
terested in truth than in victory. It shows, what 
the Alta Californ·ia claimed in a recent editorial, 
that Sunday laws are not necessary for the preser
vation of morality, and that California without 
~11Y~~E_cl_~y law is equal with, and even in ad-

vance, morally, of some States that have a strin
gent Sunday law. 

But the poiut in the above quotation to which 
we wish to call especial attention is the charge by 
Dr. Williams, that Sunday laws, such as Mr. 
Crafts is laboring to secure, are an attempt to 
compel men to go to church. Mr. Crafts has 
complained bitterly becanse we have charged the 
same thing upon his movement. But here we 
have a statement to the same effect made by a 
minister who is engaged with him in an effort to 
secure a Sunday law, but~who does not believe in 
going to the same length. This is another dem
onstration that the SE~TINEL has .. not misrepre-
sented the Sunday-la"'! movement. E. J. w. 

"Look on this Picture, and on This." 

TnosE who are advocating a 'Sunday-Rest law 
are conti~1ually classing together all who oppose 
it. They say that here are seventh-day Christians 
in company with liquor-dealers, saloon-keeper~, 
etc., and that one is known by the company he 
keeps. Granted that liq t;~.or-sellers are opposed 
to such a law. It does not make the htw right 
because the liquor-dealer is pursuing a disreput
able business. Many of these men who favor a 
Sunday law are Republicans, so arc many liquor-· 
dealers ; but this does not prove that th~ princi
ples of Republicanism are wrong. Many Sunday
law men are Democrats; many liquor-dealers are 
also ; but that does not prove that democracy is 
wrong. Many prohi-bitionists are Sunday-law 
men, but, admitting Stmday laws to be wrong, 
this does not pr.ove that the principles of prohibi
tion are wrong. 

So, many liquor-dealers, and saloon-keepers, 
arc in a certa1n way conjoined with Christians in 
opposing the principles involved in one certain 
law; but that does not prove that the Christians 
are wrong unless they indorse liquor-selling. And 
those Chi·istians who oppose, especially, Sunday 
laws, most emphatically do not indorse the liquor 
trade or intemper11cnce in any form. Their asso
ciation with saloon-keepers is not association of 
persons or motives. It is purely accidental. 
Various parties are opposed to the law for various 
reasons. Infidels oppose it because they do not 
believe in the religion of those who advocate it; 
liquor-dealers, because it interferes with their ill
gotten gains; and Christians, because they have 
paramount faith in the Christian religion and in 
the liberty vouchsafed by that andwhich ought 
to be vouchsafed by civil government; because 
they believe such a law to be intrinsically wrong. 

Liquor-dealers, among others, have signed the 
protest against Sunday laws. They did it with 
their own consent, of their own free will. They 
did so, not because they loved the class of Chris
tians which opposed the law better than those 
who favored it, but because they did not like the 
law. Some we presume have signed it at the in
vitation of Christians, but they were not ·compelled 
so to do. Others of the various denominations 
have done the same. The AllfERIOAN SENTINEL 
has labored to bring this question before all 
classes, in order that it might not pass Congress 
till all had had the opportunity, at least, to know 
the wrongfulness and downright wickedness of 
such legislation. 

In contrast with the above work of the SENTI
NEL, note the method of the American Sabbath 
Union. The majority of saloon-keepers, it is safe 
to say, belong to the Roman Catholic Church; yet 
the whole membership of that church waB counted 

as favoring such a law on the individual indorse
ment alone of one member of that church. There
fore many saloon-keepers were counted, and that 
without even their consent. The association of 
liquor men with the supporters of the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL is purely incidental, while that of the 
American Sabbath Union, on its part, was pre
meditated and intentional. Not only that, 'but 
while the Sunday-law petition culled for adults, 
twenty-one years of age or more, the children of all 
the great denominations, belonging to the churches, 
were counted with the adults. The constituency 
of the opposing petition will compare favorably 
with the constituency of the Sunday-law petition. 
And as far as methods in obtaining petitions are 
concerned, there is no comparison, but only con
trast. The method of the SENTINEL has been open, 
ingenuous, and honest. The method of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union has been secretive, ingenious, 
and dishonest. 

Reader, " Look on this picture, and on this," 
and decide between. -Truth and righteousness 
need not stoop to unjustifiable means. 

M. c. WILCOX. 

Some News. 

Trm Denver News says the AMERICAN SEN
~'INEL "is doing great injury to the cause of the 
masses of America by discouraging the right to a 
day each week for worship, rest, or innocent rec
reation." This will be news indeed to the read
ers of the SENl'INEL, as every intclligm~t reader 
of the SENTINEL well knows tlutt its work is ancl 
always has been to assert the right of every man 
to these very things. 'What the SENTINEL de
nies is the right of the State or any other earthly 
power to compel any man to rest who does not 
~vant to rest, or to compel him to rest when he 
does~not want to, or to compelllim to rest or wor- . 
ship or recreate to suit the majority. 'rhe SEN
;l'INEL has never denied nor discourageJ the right 
of any man to rest or worship or take inm,cent 
recreation when he pleases, as he pleases, and as 
much as lw pleases; but it forever denies the 

j_·ight of the State to compel those who do not 
want to do any of these things to do them hi or
der to please those who do want to do them. 
The SENTINEL denies tho rigl!t ofthc State to rob 
any man of his right to follow his honest occupa
tion at all times. It denies the wisdom of Acts 
which make crimes of honest occupations, aml it 
denies the justice of any system of law that pun
ishes the honest, industrious citizen equally with 
the thief and the vagabond. 

Another statement of the News that will he 
,equally newsy to the readers of the 8I~NTINEL is 
th~tt this paper "is doing efficient work for the 
enemies of all religion." 'Vhy! the SENTINEL it
self is a religious paper. -we know it is <.loing ef
ficent work; but as for doing efficient work for 
the enemies of all religion, this is a mistake. 
For the true religion, the religion-of Jesus Christ, 
the SENTINEL's sole endeavor is to do the "most 
efficient work that it pos~ibly can. And against 
every effort to >lUpport religion by the State or to 
enforce its sanctions or observances by civil law, 
the SENTINEL endeavors to do as efficiellt work 
as it possibly can. Any government which sets 
itself to aid, support or enforce the sanctions or 
observances of religion, is itself an enm:~y of all 
true religion; and he is the best friend to true 
religion who is most opposed to any such system. 
Any religious rite or institution whose observance 
cannot be secured without resort to the civil 
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power, ought not to be observed at all. Any re
ligion that cannot sustain itself or its observances 
in the world without the aid of civil government 
is unworthy of the consideration of mankind. 

As those who are working most strenuously for 
Sunday legislation, are doing it professedly in the 
Christian name; and as the movement can only 
do the more harm to the Christian name as it be
comes the more popular and powerful ; so those 
who most love Christ will oppose the movement 
most. That is wl1at the SENTINEL opposes and 
this is wl1y we oppose it. And those who know 
the most about true Christianity will easily under
stand our opposition the best. Opposition to 
false religion is not opposition to all religion. 
Opposition to false forms of the true religion is 
not opposition to all religion. Opposition to false 
methods of securing conforr'nity to false forms of 
the true religion iA not opposition to all religion. 
Opposition to false methods of securing conform
ity to even the true forms of the true religion, is 
not at all opposition to all religion. Will the 
News please uote; fiw this is the opposition which 
the SENTINI~L conducts. A. T. J. 

Religion and the Public Schools. 

(Concluded.) 

"IF the State is to furnish education in religion, 
in what, I ask, sl1aU it consist? Who shall judge 
and determine what is true and what false in all 
that claims to be religion, or even Christianity
who shall pronounce with authority of law what 
is to be taught as embraced within what have 
been styled the fundamental·or elementary truths 
()f religion-who shall declare the amount, and 
kind, and degree of the knowledge to be im
parted? 

"These are important questions, seriously pro
pounded and deserving of respectful answer. 
'fhe gentlemen on tl1e other side, say they limit 
the l'Cligious instruction demanded to what they 
call a 'broad Christianity.' I have already once 
or twice adverted to the term. I do not know 
tl1at I understand it. If I do, it is a 'broad' 
lmmbug. The Christian religion is 11ot a vain 
and unmeaning generality. It is a definite am 
positive thing. It means sometl1ing or it means 
11othing. In my view it is a supernatural scheme 
of redemption-a revelation from God of his gra
cious purpose and plan of salvation, to a race, 
• dead in trespasses and sins,' through the media
tion and atonement of Jesus Christ, who, being 
God from eternity, became incarnate and by his 
death upon the cross became a sacrifice for sin, 
made expiation for it, and having risen from the 
grave ascended into heaven and there sitteth on 
the right hand of the Father to make intercession 
for his people. The whole character and value of 
it as a religion, consists altogether in being, as it 
claims to be, a supernaturnl phm of salvation 
from sin, otherwise irremediable. Strike ont fi·om 
the Bible the pal'ts which disclose, reveal, and 
teach that scheme, and the rest is insignificant. 
And any instruction or education in religion 
which does not specifically teach the facts which 
constitute tl1at scheme, and which cannot be 
stated even, except as conveying dogma, is no in
struction in the Christian religion whatever-it is 
simply instruction in philosophy and ethics, or 
practical morals. 
· "Now, I deny the authority and the ability of 
civil government to decide upon questions of re
ligious truth. 

* * * * * * * 

"Now, if your l10nors please, the truth of re- J 

ligion is a matter of' spiritual discernment. As 
the apostle Paul has said: 'But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.' It 
is a matter of spiritual discernment, and I ask the 
question in all sobriety where, in the constitution 
and organization of any civil commonwealth on 
the earth, from the beginning to the present day, 
there l1as ever been found a body of civil legisla
tors capable of deciding fi>r anybody but itself 
what is the truth in religion. 

" There is an old lesson on this subject. I find 
that in the trial of Jesus, as recorded in the Gos
pel of John, that the ehief priests accused him 
before Pilate of blasphemy, saying: 'We have a 
law, and by our law he ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God.' ·when Pilate had 
arraigned him; he said to him, 'Art thou the king 
of the Jews? Jesus answered him, Sayest thou 
this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of 
me? Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine 
own nation and the chief priests have delivered 
thee unto me. "\Vhat hast thou done? Jesus an
swered, :My kingdom is not of this world. If 
my kingdom were of this world, then would my 
servants fight, tlmt I should not be delivered to 
the Jews; but now is my kingdom not from 
hence.' Then when the Jews found that Pilate 
would not take jurisdiction of the case on the 
charge of blasphemy, on the ground that he had 
made himself the Son of God, and so had vio
lated the law of the Jewish theocracy, they 
charged him with treason, on the ground that he 
was claimii1g to set l1imself up against Cresar as 
king, and when they found out that Pilate sought 
to release him, the Jews cried out: 'If thou let 
this man go, thou art not C::esar's fl'iend. "\Vho
soever maketh himself a king spcaketh against 
C::es::u·.' 

"In this colloquy between Pilate and our Lord 
on J.his point, as to his kingship, and the nature 
of his kingdom, Pilate said unto l1im: 'Art thou a 
king then? ,Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. Everyone that is of the 
truth heareth my voice. Pilate said unto him, 
What is truth? Then was the head of the eivil 
Sta.te ~nable to comprehend, because unable, spirit
ually, to see the truth, as it is in Jesus-the truth 
of religion. 

" Let the civil authorities now as well as then, 
beware, when called upon by popular clamor, 
whether of Pharisees or priests, to }Jronounce 
upon religious truth, lest, in their necessary igno
rance to discern it, they do not crucify the Lord 
of glory afresh! And let his disciples beware, 
lest, in tossing the Bible and its precious truths 
into the arena of political controversy, they vio
late that injunction and waming-' Give not that 
which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 
pearls before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and rend you.' 

* * * ¥ * "* * * 
" It is said there are hundreds and thousands 

of children in this goodly, this Christian city, tlmt 
have no chance or opportunity for being educated 
in what my friends on the other side call 'the ele
mentary trutl1s of Christianity,' not even a kpowl
cdge of that 'broad Christianity,' unless it can be 
given to tl1em by a perusal every morning, by 
the teacher, of a few verses out of the Bible in 
the common school. I say, if it be so, it is a la-

men table confession of great lack and neglect of 
duty, not on the part of the State, but on the 
part of the church, meaning by that the invisi
ble body of true believers who are, as they be
lieve, to create the kingdom of heaven upon 
earth. 

"It is said they are in the by-ways, lanes, and 
alleys. And can they not be reached there? 
Cannot the church send out its ministers, or are 
they too busy, day after clay, in their studies, pre
paring to dole out dogmatic theology Sunday 
after Sunday, to the tired ears of their wearied 
congregations? Cannot they send out their Sun
day-school teachers? Cannot they send out their 
missionaries? Why tl1e command of tl1c Saviour 
was to go out into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and into the highways and hedges, awl bring 
all in, bring them in to the feast which he had 
prepared-this feast of fat things, of goodly 
things. :Must we say that the church has grown 
idle and lazy, and can only hobble on its crutches, 
and therefore that our school directors must set 
themselves up as teachers _of religious truth? 
No! Let tl1e church cease to depend upon any 
adventilious or external aids. Let it rely solely 
upon the omnipotent strength of the Spirit of the 
Lord that is in it. Let it say to the State, 'Hands 
off; it is our business, it is our duty, it is our priv
ilege to educate the children in religion and the 
true knowledge of godliness. Don't let them 
starve on the lHISl{s of a broad Christianity. 
Let us give them that which is definite, and dis
tinct, and pointed-the everlasting and saving 
truths of God's immortal gospel. 

"Don't teach them, 'Be virtuous and yon shall 
be l1appy,' but' believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.' Now, I say, and I say 
it with all due humility, as one not called upon 
to instruct, but nevertheless, to say what is in me 
-let the church say: Here is our field ; it is 
white to the harvest; here is our duty; here is 
our mission ; l1ere is our work, to evangelize, to 
save the lost and perishing crowd. 

"Let her rise up in the full measure and majesty 
of her innate spiritual strength-let her gird her 
loins for the mighty task-let her address herself 
with all earnestness and heroic zeal to the great 
but self-rewarding labors of Christian Jove-Jet 
her prove herself by her wor){s of self-denying 
charity, to be tl1e true church as Jesus proved 
himself to the disciples of John to be the true 
Messiah, when he told them 'Go and show John 
again those things which ye do hear and sec; the 
blind receive their sight and the lame wall•, the 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached 
to them.' Let her organize all her forces for a 
more determined and closer, hand-to-hand, strug
gle with sin and evil, of every form, and the 
JEisery and wretchedness, of which tlwy are tl1e 
cause. Let her ministers and missionaries not 
only proclaim from their pulpits 'the unsearcha
ble ricl1es of Christ,' but descending among the 
hungry multitudes, distribute to them the pre
cious bread of life. Let them declare to the rich, 
and the educated, their duties, their responsibil
ities, and their privileges, and lead them in per
son to the places where their work is to be done, 
and stimulate them by their cxarnple to do it. 
Let them im;pire by their enthusiasm, and fire 
with their zeal, the indifferent and the slothihl. 
Let them, by setting forth the beauty of holiHoss 
and the purity of 't~e truth as it is in Jesus,' 
whicl1 is able to make us wise unto salvation, 
send the healthful and invigorating influences of 
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our holy religion through every social relation, 
and glorify the business and the pleasures of our 
daily and secular life, . by consecrating them to 
the glory of our Father who is in heaven. Let 
them turn these streams of the pure water of life, 
welling up in the hearts of their followers, into 
the dark and'pestilential receptacles, where igno
rance, poverty, misery, and sin are gathered, and 
breed disarder ·and death. Then the great and 
the good, the noble and the wise, in the unity of 
·the Spirit and the bond of peace, forgetting those 
.things which are behind and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, pressing toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Cht·ist Jesus, in one grand array 'will meet and 
wrestle against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places, and 
shall wrestle not in vain, for they shall be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of his might; clad 
in the ,whole armor of God, their loins girt about 
with truth, and having on tl1e breast-plate of 
righteousness, their feet shod with the prepara
tion of tlw gospel of peace, and above all, taking 
the shield of faith wherewith they shall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of l~~ wicked, the 
helmet ofsalvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, praying always with 
all.prayer and supplication in the Spirit. Then 
shall be hastened the promised time of the com
ing of our King, when· there shall be a new 
heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right
eousness-the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming 
down from God o11t of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for l1er lmsband, the tabernacle of 
God with men, where he will dwell with them 
and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them and be their God. 

:;, "But let them remember that to advance this 
• glorious consummation the church must throw 
away the sword of civil authority which some of 
her too eager and impetuous sons would put into 
her hands; that the kingdom of her Lord is not 
of this world ; that she must render unto Cresar 
the things that are Cresar's, and unto God the 
things that are God's; that she must not per
mit any unholy dalliance with the solicitations of 
worldly power or advantage, but l•cep lwrself un
spotted from the world ; that her dominion is over 
the minds and hearts of men, and her victory 
achieved with. spiritual weapons alone, by appeals 
to their reason, to their conscience, to the highest 
and best in their ruined nature, to be restored by 
the power, not of human laws, but of the Spirit 
of God, and that in proportion as she becomes 
conscious of her origin and destiny, of the divine 
life she bears in her bosom, hid with Christ in 
God, and grows into the recognition of her mission 
and place in the work and history of the world 
and of eternity, she will dissolve all ties that 
bind her to secular influences and the natural 
sphere of human interests and actions, and estab
lish herself firmly upon the seat of her spiritual 
throne, whence shall silently but most potently 
issue streams of truth and goodness, wisdom and 

,love, faith and charity, into all the channels of 
human thought and activity, to restore upon 
earth the paradise of God." 

PBOFF..SSOR Br~ANCFIARD, in Elgin Convention, 
said," In this work we are undertaking for the Sab

. bath we are the representatives of God." ·w. F. 
Crafts, in Christian Statesman, July 5, 1888, said, 
"The preachers are the successors of the prop h-

. ets." Will not these "representatives of God 1' 

be content with the use of the " sword and the 
bullet" in this life, or do they claim 'the right to 
inflict punishment beyond it?- W:, in ProAibition 
·Journal. 

Sunday Observance. 

TrrE American Sabbath Union did not have 
plain sailing in Los Angeles any more than in 
some other places in California, as is well shown 
by the following letter by the Rev. Thomas Yv. 
Haskins of the Episcopal Church in the Los 
Angeles daily Tribune of t::ieptember 3:-

The Tribune yesterday morning says that 
all the churches of the city except the Baptist 
were closed last night in order to take part in the· 
mass meeting at the Pavilion in behalf of Sun
day observance. Christ Episcopal Church was 
not closed, and I am told that. St. Paul's was not. 
I do not think that Epiphany or Ascension were 
closed. I have no authority to speak for my 
brethren of the Episcopal Church, but speaking 
only for myself I did not unite in the meeting be
cause I could not have done so without opposing 
the methods to be advocated, both as wrong in 
themselves and ineffectual if adopted, and so 
stayed away. 

Judging from what I have heard of the history 
of the movement elsewhere, opposition would not 
have been tolerated an instant even had I ven
tured to suggest it; the decree of infallibility has 
gone forth and now only seeks the sanction of 
Cresar to force it upon the people. Straws show 
which way the wind blows, and the fact (if the 
Tribune report be correct) that the police were 
sent for to suppress the circulation of some 
printed matter in opposition to this movement 
shows its latest tyranny, under the specious plea 
of liberty and rest, to be developed when it shall 
have secured the power. 

I will not allow that any Christian brother or 
minister of the gospel in this city or any city 
goes before me in sincere and unceasing endeavor 
to proclaim the gospel of Christ, nor minister tho 
same when accepted, nor that any soul is strait
ened more than mine at the growing disregard of 
the Christian observance of the first day of the 
week, and it is very painful for me to have to 
differ from so many of my brethren in this latest 
effort to honor God's holy name. But as much 
as I love my brethren, I love truth more. A dis
tinguished living divine has said that "men are 
so apt to settle into ruts, and think that Ct"rtain 
things are to be taken as matters of course, that 
somebody needs to thrust an eternal interroga
tion ~oint before them, if they are ever to stop 
and think at all whether the way in which things 
are going is the right way. 

I.Jet this letter of mine be the interrogation 
point as to the method of Sunday laws. That 
we desire all men to be Christians and acknowl
edge .Jesus as Lord there can be no doubt; but 
that a single Christian will be made by the pass
age qf a Sunday law, and its observance enforced 
by penalties upon an unwilling people, there is 
grave doubt. 

There is no warrant for such a method any
where in the New Testament. No authority, or 
suspicion of such authority, was given by our 
Lord to his church. There is not a scintilla of 
evidence in the New Testament or the early Fath
ers that the Jewish Sabbath was transferred to 
the first day of the week, or that the observance 
of the first day was based upon the fourth com
mandment. In the earlier and purer days of the 
church, when under the shadow of heathenism 
ood the curse of persecution, there is not a tl1read 
of evidence that the Christians sought to enforce 
their faith or customs upon the surrounding 
world. The history of such effilrts when they did 

come in the days of weal and power ought to 
make every humble Christian hestitate when he 
looks to the civil power to protect his liberty. 

'Ve are now living under the blessings of civil 
and religious liberty. There is nothing whatever 
to hinder any Christian man or woman from hon
oring either the Jewish Sabbath or the first day 
of the week, and the law will protect him in this 
liberty. What more do we want? It will be 
time enough to file our complaint when this lib
erty is taken away. It is a question whether or 
not Christian people are not most to blame for 
the present observance, or non-observance, of the 
first day of the week, and all this fuss is nothing 
but a cloak of righteousness to cover naked
ness in the sight of the Lord Christ. I have 
spoken plainly, but I asperse no man's motives. 
I only question his judgment in establishing tho 
righteousness of Christ among men and bearing 
witness to his lordship over our hearts and 
lives. TFIOMAS W. HASKINS. 

Los Angeles, September 2. 

Sunday Laws and Workingmen. 

A STANDARD argument for more rigid Sunday 
laws in this country is that the "working people" 
may have a day of rest. · The case is thus stated 
by Senator Blair, the father of the now famous 
Sunday-Rest bill:-

" The mass of the working people would never get 
Sunday rest if there had not been a law of the land 

. that gave it to us. There is that practical fact, and 
we are fighting for the tired, hungry man, woman, 
and child all over the country who wants a chan('c 
to lie down and rest for twenty-four hours out of the 
whole seven days." 

Just so ; and " to lie down and rest for twenty
four hours" or else go to church, is about the 
only chance that poor people would have under 
the regime proposed by the American Sabbath 
Union, the 1V. C. T: U., and National Reformers 
generally. In fact, the measures which they 
propose and to which Senator Blair l1as been 
lending himself would of necessity discriminate 
against the very class which it is proposed to 
benefit. 

Only those who live in cities can appreciate 
the privilege of an occasional outing in tl1e 
country, or at least in some suburban park 
But these pseudo philanthropists propose to place 
all such luxuries beyond the reach of the poor 
by stopping all public conveyances on Sunday. 
Now the tired son of toil, in almost any city, 
whenever tl1e weather is suitable, can take his 
family on Sunday and by means of street cars, 
ferry boats, excursion steamers, or excursion 
trains, can in a very short time reach some park 
or other pleasant resort, more or less freqnentecl, 
according to his tastes ; and in some such place 
the workingman and his wife and children can 
spend the day more llealthfully, more restfully, 
and more pleasantly than would be possible in 
the average tenement house. 

But under the new order of things, to be 
ushered in by a national Sunday law and by 
more stringent State laws, such privileges can be 
enjoyed only by the rich. Not being dependent 
upon public conveyances, the wealthy can, if 
they choose, leave their pleasant homes and drive 
to the parks or into the country, and enjoy upon 
Sunday that which they, but not the ,~'working 
people," can have the privilege of enjoying almost 
any day. But meanwhile the poor man and his 
family can literally "lie down and rest for 
twenty-four hours." But how many care to do 
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that? and how much real rest is there in it if 
they did, especially for the tired mother who has 
scarcely been out of the house for a week, and 
for the children who desire nothing so much as a 
breath of fresh air aml a sight of the trees and 
fields? 

But it is said, "Let the whole family go to 
church." A good suggestion certainly; but sup
pose they do not wish to go to church? 1Vho 
has the rig11t to so hedge them about with re
strictive laws that they will be compelled either 
to go to church or spend the entire day at home, 
or on the street, or at least within easy walking 
distance of Jwmo? 1Vould not the effect of such 
laws be to shut the tired wife and mother up at 
home week after week, to put the children on the 
streets at least one day in the week, and send 
the husband and f>~thcr to spend the day in some 
secret drinking resort? 

But why pursue tl10 subject further? The real 
purpose of Sunday laws is not to benefit the work
ing people but to exalt and honor the day as a 
religious institution, and to compel people to at
tend church by closing as far as possible every 
avenue of pleasure. In fact this purpose has 
been boldly avowed more than once by tho 
friends of Sunday laws. Sabbath· keeping is good, 
and religion is good, hut enforced idleness is not 
Sabbath-keeping ncit.her is it religion, nor is it 
conducive to true religion. 

c. P. BOLLl\fAN. 

The Image of the Papacy. 

TnE Christian Nation of August 14 gave arc
})Ort of the Prohibition Convention for Allegheny 
County, Penn. The first two resolutions read as 
follows:-

Resolvcd, r. That the prohibitionists of Allc>ghcny 
County, in convention assom!Jlcd, recognize tho J,ord 
.Tesus Christ as tho rightful sovereign of our State nnd 
Nation, in conformity with whose most holy charac
ter and will all our laws ought to be made. 

Resolved, 2. That we are in favor of a most conscien
tious and SC'riptnral observance of the Sabbath as ab
solutely essential to the welfare of society and the 
preservation of the State. 

This goes to the full length of that tho Na
tional Reformers themsc>J vcs propose. To make 
the Saviour the sovereign of either the State or 
the Nation is hut to make the Governor of the 
State or the President oft be Nation only the rep
resentative, the vicegerent of Ghrist in the 
clmir of State, to execute his will upon the sub
jects of the State or Nation. "When he should 
speak, therefore, he would speak as the viceger
ent of Ghrist; and for anybody to doubt would 
be to he damned, and for anybody to refuse as
sent would be to be guilty of the highest crime. 
Between the Papacy and such a system as that 
there would be not the shadow of a difference. 
It would be a living likeness of the Papacy itself. 

The second resolution, as regards a more con
scientious and scriptural observance of the Sab
bath, is an excellent rosoit1tion, hut when it 
makes the object of it only tho welfare of society 
and the preservation of tho State, it takes away 
from tl1e Sabbath bot.h its conscientious ~~nd its 
scriptural sanctio;Js, and to propose the observ
ance of the Sabbath for such an object is only 
to propose the violation of the Sabbath. And 
above all, when such observance is being secured 
by enforcement of law, and human law at that, 
the evil element in tl10 proposition is vastly in
creased. Nor is the State convention much be
hind the Allegheny County convention in this 

matter. The platform, as adopted by the State 
convention and reported in the Voice of Sept 5, 
"acknowledges Almighty God as the source of 
all power and authority in human government. " 
The third plank declares,-" The Sabbath must 
be preserved by the due enforcement of existing 
laws, and the speedy enactment of such additional 
legislation as may he necessary to insure its clue 
observance. " It also indorses the platform of 
the National Prohibition Party adopted at In
dianapolis, May 30, 1888. That same copy of 
the Voice advocates the abolition of the liquor 
traffic because it is sin and argues for prohibition 
upon that hasis. 

This is all of a piece. The Alleghany County 
resolutions, the State platform, and the editorial 
of the Voice arc each but parts of one stupendous 
whole which embodies the movement to relig
iously amend the Constitution; tum this republic 
into a theocracy, after the express image of the 
Papacy ; and to enforce the observance of the 
day established by that counterfeit theocracy
in fact it contains the very elements of the mys
tery of iniquity. Therefore tho third party 
Prohibition party should be uncompromisingly 
opposed by every man who loves either Christian
ity or civil government. 

The Sunday Question Again. 

Tim meetings held in this city last Sunday in 
the interest of the Sunday Union and addressed 
by Mr. Grafts, its field secretary, were not largely 
attended nor very cntlmsiastic. \V e attended 
tho one held at the Methodist Churcl1 and 
listened to the rambling discourse, and consider 
that Mr. Crafts made not a single strong argu
ment for any proposition he made. His remarks 
regarding the AMERICAN SEN'l'INEL, of Oakland, 
were, to say the least, out of place and not in 
good taste. He seems to think he can dodge 
this issue hy throwing upon the opposition the 
opprobrious epithet of" Seventh-day A c1 vcntists." 

The statement that the opposition to the move
ment to make Sunday a national Sabbath by leg
islative enactments is almost wholly confined to 
the small sect called Seventh-day Adventists, and 
that it is a question of Saturday or Sunday Sab
bath is false anc1 dishonest in origin and purpose. 
Millions of American citizens who arc not inter
ested in this theological contention about which 
is the "authorized" Sabbath, are deeply and 
earnestly interested in preserving this Nation a 
nestor of religious toleration and liberty-the 
principle that makes the American flag the pro
tector of every one iu this country in the exercise 
of his own judgment in matters of ecclesiastical 
belief and religious observances, and "in worship
ing God," or in not worshiping anything, "under 
his own vine and fig tree, according to the dic
tates of l1is own conscience," and none dare 
"make him nfraicl." 

Mr. Crafts is anxious to shut up all kinds of 
business on Sunday so that all may have a fair 
and even start on Monday morning at taking in 
the earnings of the "poor laborers." 1Vill Mr. 
Crafts and his brother priests lay off on Sunday 
and 11ot take up the usual collection until Mon
<lay to give other business men a cl1ance? This 
matter of spending money, by laborers, in sa
loons on Sunday can be readily changed in one 
of two wnys. Pirst, abolishing the holiday
Sunday altogether as a clay of idleness and the 
very l10t-becl of crime and harvest-day of the 
''Devil," and treating all days alike and treating 
men in the same manner on all days; or second, 

employers making Monday pay-day instead of 
Saturday. Either of these will work like a 
charm. 

How would it do for Mr. Crafts to take some 
of his own medicine? He argues that there is a 
natural as well as a moral reason for keeping one 
clay in seven as a day of rest, and yet he declares 
that he has for some time been violating this law 
of nature by traveling about the country so that 
he spends each and every Sunday in a different 
city. He travels or speaks every day of the 
seven, and he might set a good example as well 
as be consistent by confining his "work" for this 
cause to the six working days of the week, and 
resting on Sunday in compliance with "the laws 
of nature, of morality, and of God," which he 
says, consecrate it to REST.·-The Silver Gate 
(San Diego), August 31. 

Sound Speech. 

AT the Missouri State Sunday Convention last 
May, wl1en the constitution was presented f~w 
adoption, the first article of wllich reads as fol
lows, " The object of this association shall he to 
preserve the Christian Sabbatb, or Lord's day, as 
a day of rest and worship," Elder R. C. Porter 
made the following speech. It is a good speech. 
It is not often that such speeches are made in 
Sunday-law Conventions :-

As a member of tl1e convention adopting this 
constitution, I would like to say a word with 
reference to the principles that I would like to 
see incorporated in the constitution to be adopted. 
I cannot quite agree with the sentiments ex
pressed in the first article of the constitution 
which has been submitted, which says that "the 
object of this association shall be to preserve the 
Christian Sabbath, or Lord's day, as a day of rest 
and worship." Now, in a certain sense I can 
quite agree with that. I am in favor of individ
uals who believe in the first day of the week be
ing the Lord's day, or the Christian Sabbath, us
ing all the influence they can from tl1e persuasive 
staudpoiut to accomplish that object; and in that 
sense I can agree with it; but inasmuch as I can 
see that it reaches_ beyond that, and the object 
will be to enforce by law the observance of the 
day as a Sabbath expressed in this first article of 
the constitution, I could not agree with that. In 
the first place, one reason why I could not agree 
with it is from the fact that the principle under
lying the object to be accomplished is not the 
right principle. As it is stated lwre in tl1is arii
cle, it is said to be the Lord's day. 

Yesterday I made a statement that we should 
render unto Cmsar the things that are Clc'sar's, 
and to God the things that are God's, according 
to the declaration of the Saviour. If it is the 
Lord's day, as this article of the constitution de
clares, \ve ought not to have the State to cause 
us to render that to Gmsar. But each individual 
should be made to feel that it was his obligation 
to render it to God by persuasion, and not by 
force. Therefore the principle upon which we 
stand with reference to this subject is the princi
ple of education and persuasion, and not to ac
complish this object by force of law. I would 
heartily agree with the principle to persuade 
men, as far as in us lies, to respect God's Sabbath. 
There is a division among us as to which clay is the 
Lord's day. The Seventh-day Adventists and 
the Seventh-day Baptists have been referred to 
as standing aloof from the object of this move
ment. 1Ve heartily agree with the idea of each 
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individual doing all he can to advance the work 
etf Sabbath reform, so that the public conscience 
shall be educated. Yet we do not believe in the 
doctrine of force and compulsory means to ac
complish this object. It was stated by a gentle" 
man, yesterday, in reply to a remark that I 
made, that the Sabbath was made for man, and 
therefore he would bring it in tlw province of the 
State to enforce its observance by the civil law. 
I want to say that the principle upon which I 
stand is this: That while the Lord said the Sab
bath was made for man, he still claims it as his 
holy day; he gave it to man as a day of rest to 
be promotive of man's higl1est good. At the 
same time, he never gave to man that right to 
enforce its observance upon others civilly. Now, 
let me cite a parallel: Paul says the woman was 
made for man. That is true; but will any of us 
say that because woman was made for man, 
therefore it is the province of civil government 
to say that every man must l1ave a wife whether 
he wants one or not? Every one of us would 
say that it was uncivil to ask a man to allow us 
to force him to take a wife, whether he wants to 
or not, because the woman~was made fhr man. 
And so, it is equally true o£~the Sabbath. The 
Sabbath was made for man, to be promotive of 
his highest good. But while that is true, it is 
equally true that it would be uncivil in us to ask 
a man to allow us to enforce upon him by law 
the observance of it wl1ether he wanted it or not. 

Therefore, I say that the principle of equality 
of rights, as expressed in the Declaration of Inde
pendence that all men are created equal, and en
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, among which are life, liberty and the pur
suit of happiness, is the true principle of civil 

- government. Every man has an equal right to 
worsl1ip on any day he pleases, or not to worship, 
just as he pleases as far as civil government has 
to do with him. Still God has his claims upon 
him, and by and by will call him to account for 
his failure to render obedience to him. And yet 
when we undertake to say that we will help God 
defend by law the things that belong to God, 
then we make ourselves guardiaus of God. In 
Judges 6: 25-32 we have an instance recorded 
wl1ere the people began thus to defend the things 
belonging to their idol god. And Joash said, 
"If he be a god let him plead for himself." 
Thus teaching the people that God was able to 
take care of himself. Now, it seems to me that 
• it would be just the same way with reference to 

the Sabbath-day. In viewing it from this stand
point, believing, as an American citizen, I have 
an equal right with any other American citizen, 
and that no man l1as a 1·ight to say with refer
ence to o.ur obligations to God, what I or any
body else shall do; then I say we have no right 
to gain the object of the article set forth in this 
first article of the proposed constitution. I want 
to make this simple statement, tl1at the rights of 
the minority are as sacred as those of the major
ity, and should be equally respected. 

The only true prinuiple of civil and religious 
liberty is my assertion of other people's rights, 
when I am in the majority as well as when I am 
In the minority. Thus every man has equal
ity of rights, as is said in the Declaration of In
dependence, in speaking with reference to this 
very question, all men are created equal and en
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights-untransferable rights-among which are 
life, liberty, all(l the pursuit of l1appiness. Now, 
I have a...right to my conscientious belief;....and if 

I should sanction the principle of this first article 
in this proposed constitution, understanding that 
it is to be enforced by law, then I' would be sanc
tioning the principle involved in it, which, if car
ried out to its logical conclu2ion deprives some of 
my fellow-citizens of equa:ity of rights. If a 
man gives up his right to. believe, he gives up his 
right to eternal life. The question is like this: 
If the majority have a right to decide with refer
ence to which day is the Sabbath, then, of course, 
the minority must submit to the decision of the 
majority. But this involves a matter of con
science. Would any of my brethren here think, 
if the Seventh-day Adventists or Seventh-day 
Baptists were in the majority that they l1ad a 
right to enact a law compelling all those who 
conscientiously believe that the first day of the 
week is the Sabbath to close tl1eir shops on Sat
urday, as Mr. Ct·afts said last night, the seventh
day people should be compelled to close their 
shops on Sunday? But an exemption clause is 
proposed. What is an exemption clause? It is 
a toleration clause. We Jmve no right to give 
toleration clauses in ti1e United States. That is 
an acknowledgment, if individuals are asking for 
it, that they nave not equality of rights. We 
believe that we have equal rights with any citi
ze~s of the United States, as a people. We be
lieve an infidel has equality of rights with 
us, and that he has the right to keep the 
Sabbath, or not to keep the Sabbath, so far 
as the State is concwned, equa11y with any 
other citizen. And so we believe we have the 
right to keep whichever day we want to keep, 
and then a right to go about our business quietly 
on Sunday as others have a right to do upon 
Saturday. 'Vould you not think it a strange 
thing if Seventh-day Adventists and Seventh-day 
Baptists were trying to get a law to compel every
body to make Saturday a day of rest, lest. others 
should disturb them in their worsl1ip? 

It is claimed that tl1ese workingmen cannot 
have a day of rest unless there is a lnw to secure 
it to them. I am in favor of erlucating these 
men's conscience so they can have this day of 
rest without this law. Is it a fact that it is im
possible for worldngmen to have a day of rest if 
they want it, unless secured to them by law? I say 
it is not. Thousands of Se\·enth-day Adventists 
and Seventh-day Baptists, who are laboring men, 
have a day of rest every week without any law 
to secure it for them. And so cm1 anyone else 
who sufficiently desires to. But this can be 
rightly accomplished only hy properly educating 
the conscience of the laboring men. As I view 
it, this is the only true principle of gospel reform. 

And then with reference to the statement made 
last night hy. "Mr. Crafts, he spoke of Seventh
day Baptists and Seventh-day Adventists being 
associated with anarchists, infidels, and rum
sellers in opposition to the movement to secure a 
Sunday-Rest law, and this fact ought to convince 
them that they are in the wrong I Is there any 
weight to such an argument ? 'Ve go back 
eighteen hundred years, and Paul, in 1 Corin
thians 4, says that "we are counted the offscouring 
of all things." Then ought not Paul to have 
learned that he was wrong? But he did not. 
Our Saviour was denounced as a blasphemer and 
classed with tllieves. Ought he not to have 
learned by that that he was wrong. lf Mr. Crafts' 
argument be true he certainly should. But he 
did not. I want to say that when I come to look 
tlJC field over, I find that the only true principle 
of civil government. is the principle of equal 

rights to all citizen.s. And let the gospel pre-. 
sented be a persuasive gospel; let it be a gospeh 
of education, of persuasion, and of entreaty. A; 
gospel of peace, but not a gospel of force. f 
want to say, my beloved fellow citizE:ns, I believe' 
in these principles. I want to say that I believe 
that the rights of conscience of the minority arer 
as sacred as those of the majority and should be 
equally respected. And I believe that the state-· 
ment made by our Saviour in the Golden Rule: 
is the true teaching of the gospel with reference 
to our relations in civil government. This leaves 
out the gospel of force. Our Saviour left it out 

' and we should leave it out. · 

How He Looks at it. How· do You? · 

AT one-of his public meetings in California, the 
following question in writing was sent up to be 
answered by Field Secretary Crafts: "Which ' 
do you regard as the most detrimental to Cali
fornia, the presence of the open saloon, or the ab
sence of a Sunday law." 

His answer in substance· was, "Both are bad. 
Can I decide which is the worst, theft or mur
der? :• His idea was that the absent Sunday · 
law Is theft and the saloon is murder. Now we 
agree that the saloon is a murderous institution 
and a cold-blooded one at that, but that the ab:
sence of a Sunday law is in any sense theft is too. 
absurd for belief; and especially absurd is Mrh 
Crafts' reasoning (?) in proof that it is thefth 
Many readers of the SENTINEL have heard that· 
famous argument, so it 1ieed not be repeated here_ 
The field secretary thinks that between murder 
and theft there can be no choice as to veniality. 
They are both bad, and equa~ly bad. One is no 
worse than the other. Then what must we un
derstall!l ? Just this: that the saloons of Califor
nia are no moi·e detrimental to the State than is 
the absence of a Sunday law. They are no 
'~orse, no more. hurtful to society. Yet he pub- · 
hcly declares lnmself a prohibitionist! 

This is not all. 'Vlmt is it that exists now 
that is so bad that a Sunday law would cure. 0 . 
common business on Sunday and the Sunday 
saloon ! Th.en honest business-til€ keeping open 
of an occaswnal shop and store, a farmer now 
aud then plow!r~g in his field, some picking of 
grapes and legttJmate relaxation is to be ranked 
witl.1 the sal?on and saloon-keeping I People of' 
Cahfomia w1ll know from this on, ihat the field! 
secretary of the American Sabbath Union places< 
your honest industries, and your riding-out andl 
your other harmless diversions, on a par with the 
saloon traffic! How do you like it? 

N. J. BOWERS. 

IN the Christian S~atesman, December 22, 
1887, 'Vm. Smith, lawyer, Janesville, Wisconsin, 
?ays: "By ~u.t~ing a God in the Constitution plank 
m the ProhJbttton platform you rule me out of that 
party. I am not opposed to prohibition but I 
am opposed to putting God in the Constitution." 

To which M. A. Gault replies, "How can you 
be an lwnest prohibitionist when you want a law , 
with only the fallible, changing, conflicting will 
of the people behind it in preference to a la\v hav~ i 
ing behind it, first, divine authority, nex.ll,human,; 
then the hope of heaven, next the fear of hell."' 

We would like to ask who will enforCeiJuch a 
law. We would naturally suppose that those· 
who m.ake the law would inflict its:·prescribed pen• , 
alty, viz., to send men to "hell " for disobedience. ' 
- W., inYroltibition Journal, 
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print no paper next week. 

"OFFICE is opportunity," is the motto dis
played on the letter-heads used by the field secre
tary of the American Sabbath~ Union. This is 
but another. version of the standard political 
maxim, "To the victors belong the spoils." The 
constant display of this avowal may be taken as 
a declaration that the union seeks political power, 
and if successful will not be slow to use it for the 
furtherance of its schemes. A country that is 
fully awake to the value of liberty, will be slow 
to place official "opportunity!' in the hands of a 
party of religionists whose ailinl are expressed by 
such merceT)ary sentiments. 

• 
IN the Lutheran Observer of August 9, Rev. 

Mr. Crafts has an article on the equity of Sunday 
~aws, in which, speaking of exemption, he says:-

'' The only law that can either be justified or main
tained in practice is a law which impartially forbids, 
in rich and poor, all forms of Sunday work that are 
not works of mercy or necessity." 
· And yet Mr. Crafts, as field secretary of the 

. American Sabbath Union, is asking people to 
. ~gn a petition to Congress praying for the passage 
of a law which shall exempt, so far as ordin-
aryprivato work is concerned, all who religiously 
keep another day of' the week as tho Sabbath. 
Therefore, according to his own words, Mr. Crafts 
is asking Congress· to pass a law which can be 
neither justified nor maintained. Is it such a 
law as this that the American Sabbath Union 
really desires? or is it the object ofthe Union to 
secure general assent to the principle of Sunday 
legislation, and then secure the repeal of the ex~ 
emption clause. 

THE Nation, not the Cltristian Nation, says:
" There is more happiness, better order and less 

crime a.mong the poorer people of New York since 
cheap Sunday excursions enabled them to take a trip 
up the river or down the harbor, than when necessity 
kept them cooped up through the day in tenement 
houses." 

There is not the least doubt but that this is 
true. And yet the Sunday-law workers propose 
to stop every kind of excursion or journeying on 
Sunday, especially with the poorer people, because 
the rich can afford to own their own carriages 
and can take a ride or drive as they please. But 
under the 'proposed Sunday-law system all the 
poorer people will be "cooped up" through the 
whole day in their crowded tenement houses and 
narrow streets and alleys; which shows clearly 
enough that the Sunday-law movement instead of 
being a movement in favor of the poorer people 
is a direct discrimination against them. 

Again the Nation says:-
" The most rigid Sabbatarian with the most violent 

prejudices against Sunday concerts for example only 
needs to view the wonderful spectacle presented in 
Central Park on Sunday afternoon in mid-summer to 

feel-and confess if he is honest-that he has not un
derstood what he has been talking about in his ignor
ance." 

Yes, he will, if he is honest; but there is the 
rub. It is very seldom that Sunday-law bigotry 
ever becomes honest enough to make such a con
fession as that, because it is not against any es
sential evil in those concerts that the complaint 
is made, but solely as the Kings County Sunday
law Association said, that they are afraid that 
"the churches will be depopulated." And to the 
Sunday-law churchman that fearful alternative 
turns everything that is done on Sunday into the 
blackest of crimes. 

THE spirit of "National Reform " sometimes 
comes to the surface in a garb that is simply ap
palling. It would be some relief, when an oc
casional individual of the more rabid type assures 
the public that he only speaks for himself in his 
ultra utterances, were it not for the fact that these 
expressions of sentiment are never disclaimed by 
any of the party. The clamor of the more out
spoken in this "reform" movement for laws that 
will disfranchise, socially ostracise, banish, and 
even put to death opponents, has never yet been 
disowned by any organ or representative of the 
National Reform Association. The appeal for a 
theocratic government, a counterfeit of the gov
ernment of ancient Israel, reveals an inward vin
dictiveness on the part of some otherwise meek
appearing men that seem almost incredible. But, 
as "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh," we are compelled to believe the evi
dence. So that, when one openly advocates hu
man laws that will put to death his Sabbath
breaking neighbor, and will put to death the 
blasphemer, we naturally infer that he longs to 
see that extreme penalty executed. And t,i, in 
the name of Christianity] 

TuESDAY evtJning, August 27, A. T. J. of the 
SENTINEL made a speech at Los Angeles on the 
subject of the National Sunday law. The meet
ing was advertised in such a way that it was not 
definitely known whether the speech was to be for 
or against Sunday laws. And as a result about 
one-third of the audience turned out to be Sun
day-law advocates. The speaker had not pro
ceeded far before these discovered that he was 
opposed to Sunday laws. As soon as that was 
discovered several of the Sunday-law partisans be
gan to interrupt with questions. "When the ques
tions were answered they continued the interrup
tions with counter-arguments. Not content with 
this they made an effort to take the floor-as 
many as three on their feet at once and others 
talking from their seats, calling the speaker an 

·infidel and whatsoever else they pleased. Thev 
seemed to be in a mood to continue this courtesy 
indefinitely, when a gentlemen rose and said to 
them that as they professed to be Christians and 
as the Ch~istian spirit is one of meekness and gen
tleness, it would be well for them to show enough 
of that spirit to keep still until the speaker, whose 
the meeting was, should have finished his speech; 
then in a proper way ask whatever questions they 
chose. Those who were standing were finally 
persuaded to take their seats, but even tnen they 
would not keep still, though after that no more 
than one at a time wm~ on his feet. 

On the following Sunday night there was a 
meeting at the saine hall under the auspices of 
the American Sabbath Union in favor of Sunday 
laws. Two or three men stood just outside of 
the doors with copies of the A.liiEJUCAN SENTI· 

NEL to give to whoever want'3d them. As soon· 
as this was discovered by the mana""ers of the 
meeting the police were sent for to st~p it. The 
police came and ordered them away. They 
obeyed orders and went down to the street but , 
that did not satisfy these Sunday-law lovers of 
liberty. They wanted . them turned away from 
there, but could not accomplish that. 

These facts show plainly enough the spirit that 
characterizes the Sunday-law movement, and how 
much liberty there will be to the people when the 
managers of that movement succeed in gettinO' 
their spirit embodied in a law to be enforced a:. 
cording to their own will. 

~ E object to Sunday laws not because they re
qmre the observance of that particular day but 
because of the principle involved. Disguise their 
motive as they may, the fact remains that the 
great majority of those who desire such laws make 
the demand because they regard Sunday as a 
sacred day. Therefore the passage of a Sunday 
law is State interference in religious matters and 
involves the judicial decision of religious questions. 
There are in every State, and indeed in almost 
eve~y .neighborhood, three classes, namely, (1) 
Chr1stmns who regard Sunday religiously, (2) 
Christians who do not regard Sunday but who do 
regard the seventh day, and (3) non-religious 
persons who regard all days alike. Sunday laws 
necessarily discriminate between these classes. 
If, as is sometimes the case, the seventh-day 
Christians are exempted from the provisions of 
the law, then it is a fact that they are favored 
above others simply because they are Christians. 
They are granted certain privileges on account of 
their religion, and that is contrary to the spirit of 
American institutions. If they are not exempted 
and are required to obey the law and refrain 
from Sunday work tl1ey are deprived of one-sixth 
of their God-given time for conscience' sake. But 
in any event the non-religious are forced to ob
serve to some extent a religious institution in 
which they have no faith. Sunday laws are 
wrong, they work hardship and injustice; they 
tend to destroy free voluntary service to God, 
thus making hypocrites; for these and similar 
reasons we oppose and would oppose all such 
measures. 

THE Rev. 1\ir. Carroll of the Central Metho
dist Church, Stockton, in his sermon last Sunday 
took a very radical stand for a minister of his de
nomination. In speaking of a national Sunday 
law he maintained that the mixture of reliO'iou b 

and government had resulted in evil from the 
time of Constantine down to the Puritans; 
that freedom of conscience and its exercise was 
guaranteed by the Constitution. The Rev. Mr. 
Carroll is an American and believes in American 
institutions.-FTom the Los AngeleB Tribttne. 
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REV. I. N. HAYS, D. D., in Christian Statesman 
of May 9, 1889, says, according to the high de
cree of heaven the church and the common
wealth are co-ordinate departments of society, 
yoked together for the lifting up of our fallen· 
humanity to a higher level and a grander destiny, 
and it is only when religion breathes her benedic
tion on the State and the State throws her pro
tecting arms around the church, that each can 
best fulfill its appointed mission. And yet the 
National Reformers are opposed (?) to a union of 
Church and State !-W:, in P1·oh-ibition Journal. 

THERE is a constant demand by a certain class 
of the American community ibr what they call a 
"National Sabbath," and they base their demand 
on the idea that the htboring man needs one day 
of rest in seven. The fact that the laboring mttn 
is accorded his "day of rest" is sufficient proof 
that the Sabbatarian is demanding a national day 
of rest for a special purpose. This purpose, as 
the outside observer understands the question, is 
to compel the unbeliever to enter, on one day of 
the week, some place of worship in which he 
does not believe. The attempt to set apart any 
one day, by law, as a day of rest or religious ob
servance, will not be tolerated in a country com
prising so nutny citizens of differing opinions, and 
the attempt to force such a law upon the people 
is not only absurd but savoring of bigotry. The 
Sabbath of the Je)v and the Sabbath of the Sev
enth-day Adventist is as binding a religious con
viction as is the Sabbath of the Christian, and it 
would be utterly, foolish to attempt to force every 
man to observe the latter day even as a day of 
rest. ·when the laboring man wants his day of 
rest he will demand it, and when he demands it 
he will get it.-Oakland Morning Times, Sept. 20. 

THE agitation in favor of compulsory Sunday 
keeping is by no means confined to this counti·y, 
but is becoming worldwide. Even in Hongkong, 
China, in Japan, and India, something has been 
done to educate public sentiment up to the point 
of demanding general Sunday rest. An interna
tional Congress on the subject has just been held 
in Paris. M. Leon Say, a French senator, is 
president of this Congress, and delegates were pres
ent from all the countries of continental Europe, 
and from England and America. Letters were 

read from President Harrison and -Mr. Gladstone. 
The following extract from a recent dispatch con
cerning the Congress is significant:_:_ 

" The hygienic and social aspects of the Sabbath 
alone are consid()red at this Congress, the religious 
view of the day hot entering at present into the dis
cussions, howe.ver strongly they may influence many, 
and indeed. most, of the delegates!' 

It is safe to say that it is the religious aspect of 
the question which forms the real basis of the 
movement, but a.'l public sentiment everywhere 
is against legislation on religious questions, this 
motive is disguised, and Sunday laws are de
manded by ecclesiastics (and the demand comes 
from few others) for so-called Sabbath legislation 
on "hygienic " and "sanitary" grounds. 

Another "Boycott." 

THE Pacific Press Publishing House is -an in
stitution established in Oakland, Cal., and is the 
largest one on the Pacific Coast. The Morning 
Time$ is a leading daily of the city of Oakland. 
The Popular Railroad Guide is a monthly pub
lication. The owners of the Guide get their 
printing done on contract by the Pacific Press. 
The daily ]Jforning Times advertises in the Guide. 
The labor unions made several attempts to get 
the Pacific Press Publishing House to join some 
of ~heir organizations. The Pacific Press wouldn't 
do it. Then the unions tried by a boycott to 
force it to do so, but the Press was as independent of 
their boycott as it was of their unions in the first 
place. Then they undertook to boycott those 
who did business with the Press. ·A certain Pope, 
not Leo XIII. but one John L., took it upon him
self to command the owner of the Guide to take 
away from the Press the work of publishing the 
Guide. The owner of the Guide replied that 
the publishing of the G1tide was offered to the 
principal union job office in Oakland and de
clined on the ground that it was unprovided with 
the necessary plant; then the Pacific Press was 
invited to bid upon the work. It did so and the 
bid was accepted, but the bid of the Pacific Press 
was not as low as the bids of other and union offices. 
This Pope was informed, however1thatthe owners 
of the Gttide had received a bid lately from a 
union job office which was willing to establish 
the necessary plant, and that they would make 
the change P!ovided the Typographical Union 
would bear one-half of the expense of making the 
change, which would be $200, the total expense 
being $400. This offer was promptly declined, 
yet the change was insisted upon under penalty 
of a boycott. But the owners of the Gttide would 
not break their contract, especially when they 
had no place else to get the work done. Then, 
as the boycott upon the Press was declared to be 
such as to reach all who patronize the house 

dther directly or indirectly, and as the JYJorning 
;:f.lirne,~ advertised in the Guide, the boycotters 
i10xt demanded that the Times should stop ad
vertising in the Guide, and this under penalty of 
a boycott. The Times replied in the following 
forcible article, which we fully indorse in its every 
sentiment :-

"The tyranny of labor is the most oppressive that 
hw ever been exereised by human ingenuity, when 
unscrupulous or ill-advised men holu the reins of 
power. 

"The 'l>oycott' is the wcapou by which the more ___ 
reckless and ruthless of the labor demagogues sec]{ to 
achieve objects which they know could not be at
tained by fair arbitration or honest argument before 
the jury of the people. 

"Acting upon a principle derogatory to the best in
terests of organized labor, the Alameda County Fed
eration of Trades has issued a circular, 'boycotting' 
not only the publication known as the Popular Rail
road Guide, l>ut against the Times and others who ad
vertise in the pamphlet. 'l'he reason for this 'boy
cott' is because the Guide is printed at the Pacific 
Press, an institution which the circular says 'is no
torious for its opposition to, and oppression of, labor, 
humiliating and degrading its hired help by every 
means in its power, and under the garb of religion en
forcing the violation of the Sabbath and acquiring 
large- properties from the profits they are enabled to 
make through the oppression and ill-pay of its em
ployes.' 

"Here is arrogance, bigotry, and demagoguery ox
pressed within the space of a few lines. By what 
right does the Alameda :Federation of Trades, or any 
other organhation, whether of labor or otherwise, as
sume to dictate the Sabbath of this nation? Whence 
do they derive the privilege of ordering the religious 
observance of any sect, in defiance of a plain provis
ion of the Constitution of the United States, guaran
teeing to every citizen the right to worship his God 
in any manner he may see fit. The fact that the 
Federation of Trades proposes to boycott the 'l'ime8 
and other advertisers in the Popular Railroad Gtt,ide, 
a publication printed at a 'boycotted' concern known 
as the Pacific Press, is only secondary in impudence 
to this wanton ·attack upon a religious community, 
composed of citizens as privileged as the high and 
Iriighty :Federation of Trades itself. 

"That the Times and other advertisers are under 
contract with the publisher of the Guide, seems to 
bear no weight with the tyrants of organized labor. 
They 'appeal' that we 'withdraw' our advertise· 
ment. This 'appeal,' in the presence of the pre
viously expressed threat to 'enforce a boycott against 
all who deal with or patronize the place, whether di
rectly or ind1:rectly,' is in fact a demand that we shall 
injure our business by lessening our opportunities of 
informing the public that we are printing the best 
newspaper, with the largest circulation, in Alameda 
County. The demand is absurd, and we refuse to 
accede to it. vV c claim the right as American: citizens 
to advertise where, when, and how we see fit, even to 
the extent of resisting an arrogant and tyrannical 
' boycott.' vVe refuse to bow down to the presence 
of this 'boycott,' because we have never yet yielded 
to threats or intimidation. ·we refuse to 'withdraw' 
our advertisement from the Popular Railroad Guide, 
because the 'boycott' is cowardly and un-American. 
We refuse to accede to the miscalled 'appeal' of the 
Federation of Trades, because they openly avow their 
opposition to the religious privileges of a sect who see 
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fit to differ from the members of the Federation in 
regard to the observance of a day for the worship of 
their God. As well might the Federation of Trades 
'boycott.' our Jewish citizens for refusing to observe 
this same so-cal:led 'Sabbath' for religious purposes. 
, "The Seventh-day Adventists, against whom this 
'boycott' is mainly directed, are peaceable, law-abid
ing, honest, in\~lstrions citizens, earning a livelihood 
in their own way, fully within the pale of th(o). co~sti
tution of this Stateand~tty;and they ate thus for
tified against organized conspiracy by men who, in 
thus threatening their fellow-citizens with the cow
ardly and tyrannical 'boycott,' remove their cause 
entirely outside the sympathy and· beyond the sup
port of any decent community where 'patriotism 
and a sense of justice' prevail. Now let the 'boy
cott ' proceed." 

The boycott is a relic of the Inquisition, when 
that wicked despotism chos~ to curse everybocl3r 
who didn't yield to the dictation of the pope, an~ 
then to curse everybody who wouldn't curs-a 
these. It is a proper thing that a Pope should 
be at the head of this thing in Oakland, because 
the very principle of the thing is popish. The 
real true popery of this act is clearly exposed in 
the fact that this Pope plainly stated in his let
ter to the owners of the Guide that he was 'not 
officially instructed to write ' to them on the mat
ter, thus showing that his action was wholly 
an arbitrary assumption of power. This popery 
is also revealed in his insisting that the owners of 
the Guide should take their work away from the 
Pacific Press, when there was no other place to 
take it. In other words, insisting that they should 
abolish their publication, stop their business; and 
all to conform to the arbitrary wish of these 
unions as expressed by this Pope. If the unions 
have any respect for themselves they would do 
well to canonize this Pope and "fire" him, and 
with him all the popish ways and principles that 
have hitherto too closely attached to trades union-
ism. A. T. J. 

He Withdrew Himself. 

THE State Convention of the 'Voman's Chris
tian Temperance Union of Minnesota was held 
at Duluth, September 11 and 12. The following 
extract from the speech of the president, Mrs. H. · 
A. Hobart, sets forth the aims of the W. C. T. U. 
It can be depended on, for it was copied from her 
manuscript:-

" If the interest and welfare of the people and their 
advancement in social, civil, and religious power, with 
their growth, manufactories, commerce, agriculture, 
arts and sciences, have any place in the policy of this 
government, and our life nationally is not to be a 
farce and travesty, a sort of political comedy played 
for the benefit of the few hundred millionaires and 
monopolists, then theW oman's Christian Temperance 
Union is right jn standing as it does 'with malice to
ward none and charity for all,' using every item of 
influence which it possesses for the upbuilding of 
righteousness in the prohibition of the legalized liq
uor traffic by whatever political party has the cour
age and manhood to do it. 

"But what political party shall thus lead for 'God 
and home and humanity'? Has it been born ? Has 
it a name? With what radiant entablature shall it 
come forth ramifying all parties, and uniting not only 
the memories of the bhw and the gray in our ' sweet 
dream of peace,' but moulding all the manhood and 
womanhooJ of the North and South in marshaled 
force and power against the common foe of each ? 
Whatever name such a party shall bear, or wherever 
it shall appear, one or two facts in reference to its ad
vent are self-evident. This coming party, the advo
cate of truth and righteousness, of the equality of the 
sexes before the law with one code of morals for men 
and women, will be the child of the Prohibition party 
and Woman's Christian Temperance Union; and its 
most royal, inflexible, and foremost principles of 
platform will be the recognition of God in the govern
ment, and the constitutional prohibition of the liq
uor traffic, and everything that degrades humanity. 

"While we wait for the coming of such a party, 
what are the W. C. T. U. doing. Will they who by 
prayer and faith and well~directed effort made the 
coming of such a party a moral certainty, rest on the 
record of past achievement? Oh no ! A thousand 
times no. They are praying more earnestly and in
stantly. They are studying God's word more care
fully. They are instructing the children in scientific 
temperance more diligently. They are bearing to 
the prisoners and to the victims of strong drink 
words of help and hope. They ar~ securing these 
brands from the burning more tenderly, as with 
mother love they lead tlj.em to the crucified One. 
They are mastering the mysteries of State statute laws 

· and unraveling the labyrinths of man-made penal 
codes. . . . But when the influence of the blessed 
gospel shall have permeated lands and climes and 
lives, and like the leaven which you know a woman 
took and hid in three measures of meal until the 
whole was leavened,-then when Christ shall be 
king of this world's customs and . commerce, king of 
its revenues and its resources, king of its farms and 
its factories, king of its mints and mines, king of its 
press and its politics, king of its courts, its judges, its 
juries, and its laws, then shall we, in our sun-bright 
home in the glory land, begin to have some idea of 
the greatness of this foundation work, this Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union work to which God has 
called us. Then too shall we have some apprecia· 
tion of the value of that unflinching determination 
of some men of to-day who, rising above all selfish 
considerations, labor, and pray, and vote for a pure 
political party. So by God's grace we are doing the 
very work that none could do, and which angels 
might well desire to do." 

This repeats and enlarges somewhat in the 
matter of particulars, Miss Willard's declaration 
a few years ago that " Christ shall be this world's 
king." They seem determined, just like those 
worldly-minded and politically-ambitious people of 
old, to take him by force and make him king. 
These women should draw lessons now from the 
fact that then he withdrew himself from them 
(John 6: 15); and the more clamorous are their 
efforts to make him king the further he will with
draw himsel£ And, too, Mrs. Hobart thinks that 
in this they are doing a work which angels might 
desire to do. It may be so; but if it is so it 
must be "the angels which kept not their first 
estate." A. T. J. 

------·~-------
Mr. Small on Church and State. 

UNDER the heading, "No Steps Backward," 

the Vo·ice, in its issue of August 8, had the follow

ing:-

In a recent issue of The Voice, we called attention 
to some very foolish things uttered by the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL, a paper published at Oakland, Cal., which 
devotes itself to getting up religious bugaboos. It 
made the childish statement that "work done for 
party Prohibition is work done to promote the union 
of Church and State, and to bind the citizens of the 
United States in a worse slavery than was ever sufc 
fered by the negroes;" and then, in reply to our 
article showing just where the Prohibition party 
stood, it said:-

" The Voice says it has 'never heard of a prominent 
Prohibitionist who favored the union 9f Church and 
State.' Now Mr. Sam. Small is a prominent Prohibi
tionist-one of the most prominent of Prohibitionists 
in fact. He was secretary of the National Prohibition 
Convention of 1888, and he publicly declared this in 
Kansas City in January of that year :-

"'I want to see the day come when the church 
shall be the arbiter of all legislation, State, national, 
and muniei pal; when the great churches of the coun
try can come together harmoniously and issue their 
edict, and the legislative powers will respect it and 
enact it into laws.' 

" If that would not be a union of Church and State, 
will The Yoice please tell us what would be? If that 
would not be a union of Church and State, then· there 
never has been and never can be any such thing as a 
union of Church and State. Such a thing as that, 
therefore, being a union of Church and State, and Mr. 
Sam. Small being a prominent Prohibitionist, it is 

proved that there is at least one prominent Prohibi
tionist who favors a union of Church and State.'' 

Thinking Mr. Small the most competent person to 
speak for Mr. Small, we inclosed the article to him 
and asked him to state his opinions on the union of 
Church and State, which he does as follows:-

"To The Voice-The representation of the AMERICAN · 
SENTINEL that I favor a union of Church and State is 
wholly an invention of the enemy. The extract he 
quotes from a partial report of a sermon I preached 
in Kansas City in January, 1888, is sufficiently correct· 
to mislead; not exact enough, however, to convey 
the thought which I clearly expressed and which, at 
the time, secured the approval of an audience of 
thousands, the large majority of which was not made 
up of 'third party' prohibitionists. If the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL desires to do me and the Prohibition party 
justice, I can repeat my thoughts as clearly now as I 
did on th(' occasion in question. 

" The quotation from my sermon should read as 
follows:-

"' I want to see the day come in the history of our 
country when the voice of the church of Christ will 
be heard and respected upon all vital, moral issues. 
I shall ever hope for and patiently expect the day 
when legislation, State, national, and municipal, will 
be projected in harmony with the eternal principle 
of justice and righteousness, revealed by Christ and 
proclaimed by his church. Happy will be the day 
when" righteousness exalts the nation," when sin is 
no longer the reproach of our people; when the har
monious judgment of the people of God in America 
upon the issues of temperance, purity, and upright
ness shall be received with respect and enacted into 
laws; when this people, who owe so much to the 
divine favor, will have no more fellowship with the 
"throne of iniquity,'' "which frameth mischief by a 
law,'' and that continually!' 

"I hold that the above expressions are in perfect 
harmony with the principles of the National Prohibi
tion. party, as expressed in its preamble and platform. 
There is in them no warrant for any sane man to 
pronounce me an advocate of the 'union of Church 
and State.' The charge is a device of desperation to 
compass an argument against the Prohibition party. 
At the same time it is a fraud, upon the readers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, or a queer confession of the idi
ocy of its constituency. 

"Yours truly, SAM. W. SMALr," 
If any person's superstitious fears have been 

wrought upon by stories of the spooks of the Dark 
Ages, he may rest assured that the Prohibition party 
isn't going to revive any of them. The wheels of 
civilization don't turn backward. 

The extract referred to was published in the 
SENTINEL a long time ago. It was taken from 
a religious paper, one that could have no interest 
in misquoting Mr. Small, therefore we were war
ranted in supposing that it was correct. · The 
SENTINEL has never knowingly misrepresented a 
single person. 

But in this case we are happy to learn from 
Mr. Small's own version that the SENTINEL rlid 
not do him any injustice. While he did not use 
the exact words that were attributed to him in 
the report which the SENTINEL quoted, he did 
use language which conveys all that we drew 
from what we supposed were the exact words. 
Said he, "I want to see the day come in the his
tory of our country when the voice of the church 
of Christ will be heard and respected UJlOn all 
vital m()ral issues." Mr. Small will not deny 
that his idea was that the voice of the church 
should be heard and respected 11ot simply by 
men as individuals, but by m!'ln as grouped to
gether in political parties, and by men as states
men, judges, etc. Now we say that when that 
time does come, we shall have a union of Chureh 
and State as surely as such a thing ever existed. 
It will simply be the church dictating, and we 
say~the church has no right to be heard and re
spected by political parties as such. In the 
darkest of the Dark Ages, when Church and State 
union was at its height, the case was simply that 
the voice of the church was heard and respected 
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by the State. The.church dictated the policy of 
the State. 

Bishop Vincent says most emphatically that 
the church makes a great mistake when it seeks 
to secure worldly position and to influence tem
poral power. Said he, "All the church wants is 
spiritual power, and the only influence it l1as any 
right to have is the influence it may have with 
individuals as individuals." Mr. Small is doubt
less perfectly sineere and honest in his disavowal 
of any union of Church and State. It would 
seem that he simply wants the ehurch to assume 
its rightful prerogative. That is all that Cardi
nal Woolsey or Pope Hildebrand ever desired. 
The great trouble with them was that they were 
mistaken in regard to the church's rightflll posi
tion. That is the trouble with Mr. Small. We 
see no reason, after a careful reading of _Mr. 
Small's own statement of his position in his ser
mon, to withdraw our statement that he is really 
in favor of a union of Church and State. 
· And this charge is no deviee of desperation to 
compass an argument against the Prohibition 
party. The SENTINEL has no fight with the 
Prohibition party upon its prohibition principles. 
We have to do simply with those Prohibitionists 
who, like Mr. Small, would use the Prohibition 
party as a religious machine. We are thankful 
to know that there are many in the party who 
have no sympathy with any such movement. 

As to Mr. Small's insinuation against the read
ers of the AMERICAN SENTINEL, we have only to 
say that they number many thousands in every 
part of the United States, consisting chiefly of 
professional men, doctors, lawyers, judges, mem
bers of State Legislatures, ministers of the gospel, 
as well as laboring men; and Mr. Small will not 
enhance his own popularity by wholesale charges 
of idiocy against our country's best citizens. 

As to the statement of the Voice, that the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL spends its time in getting 
up religious bugaboos, we will only say that 
there is no need for us to work in that line so 
long as the Voice, while professedly working for 
prohibition, actually makes that secondary to re
ligious legislation. The SENTINEL lays no claim 
to being an inventor; it simply exposes the in-
ventions of others. E .. J. w. 

Queer .. 'Americanship," 
. { :' ~;. 

IN the California Prohibitionist of September 
11, 1889, somebody who sign~ himself" Christian 
Citizen," and says that he is not a Roman Catho
lic, indorses the assertion of the Roman Catholic 
Church that " our public schools are godless," 
and protests, "in the name of Protestant, Chris
tian Americanship, against the continuance of 
such an outrage against the home, the State, and 
God ; " and loudly exclaims, also in the line of 
Roman Catholieism1 "Let there be a division of 
the school fund." 'fhis person, however, asks 
that there shall be a division of the fund into but 
two parts. He says :-

"Let one portion of it be used for the support of 
such schools as at present exist, where infidels, and 
scoffers, and patriots of the Harcourt stripe-may 
send their children if they like ; and let the other 
portion be devoted to the support of schools in which 
the principles of morality and Christianity, as laid 
down in the Bible, shall be taught without sectarian 
bias." 

That is to say that the school fund should be 
divided into two parts, one part to be given to 
those who do not believe as he does, and the 
other part to him and those who do believe as he 

does. Oh yes, true patriotism never appears 
more glorious than when I am the patriot and I 
the one to be delivered from oppression! Un
selfishness never appears more truly sublime than 
when I can unselfishly demand that half the pub
lic sehool fund shall be appropriated, applied, and 
used to support my views of religion and what 
religious instruetion ought to be ! 

What this "Christian citizen" means by 
"patriots of the Harcourt stripe" is explained by 
the faet that Rev. Dr. Harcourt, of San Franci~eo, 
has been delivering a series of Sunday evening 
discourses, in opposition to the Roman Catholic 
demands for religion in the public schools or else 
a division of the school fund. Dr. Hareourt eon
sistently and patriotically holds that the public 
school is for the publie. That as the public 
school funds are drawn by taxation from all 
classes, without diserimination or preferenee, so 
they shall be applied. 

it would be a real good thing if those who pro
fess religion could recognize the fact that no man 
gains any additional eivil right or privilege by 
virtue of his religious profession. If there is not 
virtue enough in his religion to pay him for pro- · 
fessing it, without demanding that the eivil power 
should pay him, then there certainly is not enough 
virtue in it to pay for forcing it on somebody else. 

A. T. J. 

Let Them Persuade Men. 

MEN who do not have enough reJigion or 
enough of the Spirit of Christ to draw them to the 
house of worship, but are compelled to rest on 
Sunday, are going to be the worse off for a Sun
day law. The wickedness is in their unregener
ate hearts, and it is going to fiud a way out, un
less its place is filled by the Spirit of Christ. It 
is not all poetry whieh parents say to their chil
dren, "that Satan finds some mischief still for 
idle hands to do." If a man l1as not the spirit of 
the gospel to draw him to God and to make a 
Christian of him, the State eannot do it. It can 
only plunge him the ·deeper into his own sins. 
Can you dam up Niagara so that the waters will 
not run? Can you cover up Vesuvius and her
metically seal it so that it will not yield to the 
elements within? If you eould, another crater 
woul<l soon be found. If from the engine you 
do not allow the steam to escape from one valve, 
it will from another. 

Now take the favorite statement of Sunday
law advocates that it is a civil Sunday that they 
want, and not a religious Sunday. That is, they 
want to compel men who have no religious in
eentive, to be idl~ on Sunday. If they do not 
allow men to work on that day, they foree them 
to be idle; and when they do that they simply 
three them to find some new way to give vent to 
the deviltry which is within. The only remedy 
for sin is the gospel of Christ; but they cannot 
take the love of Jesus Christ and by law put it 
into the hearts of men. It is impossible to make 
them better, but they will make it possible for 
men to" be worse than they were before,-they 
will make hypocrisy a neeessary result. If min
isters will go to men and use persua~ion, if they 
will talk from the pulpit, or write through the 
press, and work every day of the week, they are 
but exercising their right to get men to observe the 
:first day of the week, and they should be protected 
in it; but to solieit the aid of the 8tate to make 
men righteous by keeping Sunday, is un-American 
and un-Christian. · 

Sunday Closing Not a Temperance 
Measure. 

IN our opposition to Sunday la~s we have fre
quently been charged with wgrking in the inter
ests of the liquor traffic. Many claim, and we 
do not doubt but a great majority of them think, 
that tl1e enactment of a rigid Sunday law would 
be in the interest of temperance. We have al
ways denied this, and we think have demonstrated 
it many times. It was only recently that we 
published a short article on this point in the 
SENTINEL, in answer to the critieism of a sub
scriber. vV e are glad now to be able to present 
a definite statement on this point from a temper
ance worker who is also an ardent advocate of 
the Sunday law. Tl1e New York Voice of August 
22 contains the experience of a pastor residing in 
Crete, New York. From some statements in his 
letter we think he is a Congregationalist. In the 
course of l1is article, whieh is a strong prohibition 
utteranee, he says:-

"The saloon keepers of this place have not sold 
openly on the Sabbath to any great extent. That 
the Sunday restriction has its merits as a Sabbath
observance measure is true, and as sucllit slwuld secure 
a strict enforcement. As a temperance measure it 
has little merit. It is just as practicable to get the 
Sunday supply of whisky or beer as of steak or 
roast. vVhen the Omaha mayor a few weeks ago 
began shutting up the Sund~y saloon in that city, 
men had a dry and dreadful hme for the first Sunday 
under that policy. They had not dreamed it to be a 
serious purpose of the mayor. They were not caught 
a second Sunday, however; they got an abundant 
supply the Saturday before. The entire traffic can 
be carried on in six days, the only objection being 
that it is a little less convenient to get and keep over 
the Sunday supply. " 

'V e hope the Voice will not be aecused of 
working in the interest of the saloon, because it 
published this statement. We believe in prohibi
tion, but we are strongly opposed to prohibition, so 
called, only one day in the week. But we are in 
favor of it three hundred and sixty-five days in 
the year. We say that the Sunday-closing 
movement not only has no value whatever as a 
temperanee measure, but that it is a strong prop 
to the liquor traffic, in that it tends to make it 
respectable. This it does by placing it on 
a level with all other lines of business and mak
ing it legitimate. Let us illustrate :-

A good, conscientious woman who on Sunday 
morning sees her little boy playing ball, says, 
"Johnny, you should not play ball on Sunday . 
You must not do that. " What idea would 
Johnny get from his mother'~ words? Would 
he say," Mother says it is not right to play ball "? 
-No. He would say, "Mother says it is not 
right to play ball on Sunday, but it is right to 
play ball on other days." Suppose she sees her 
boy smoking a eigar on Sunday, and, of course, 
does not want him to smoke, would she say, 
"Johnny, don't you know that you ought not to 
smoke cigars on Sunday?" 'Vould not the boy 
get the idea from that that it was not wrong for 
him to smoke cigars, but that it was sitn}lly 
wrong to smoke on Sunday? He could get no 
qther idea. But, no; it is wrong, and it hurts 
her boy, no matter on what day it is done, and 
she does not want him to smoke at all, Sunday 
or any other day. 

The speeial point that we would leave with our 
readers is this, that any of them who are inclined 
to oppose Sunday laws, yet who have been hesi
tating because they were temperance men, need 
hesitate no longer. The Sunday-closing move
ment and the temperanee movement have noth-
ing in common. E. J. w. 
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Sectarian Control. 

WE here present the section of the proposed 
constitution of th~ State of Washington which re
lates to religion in the public schools, with the 
discussion had upon it at its adoption by the con
stitutional convention :-

Section 4. AU schools maintained or supported, 
wholly or in part, by the public funds shall be 
forever free from sectarian control or influence. 

Comegys moved to amend by adding these 
words: "And no religious exercise or instruction 
shall be permitted therein; " and argued in favor 
of that proposition. " Sectarian " had been de
cided by the courts as not prohibiting the reading 
of the Bible, or prayers. That was not tolera
tion to Jews, Catholics, aguostics, Mohammedans, 
and several other creeds and sects, who were en
titled to it as much as Protestants, and he would 
not believe there could be any serious objection to 
his amendment. 

Blalock thought the section was broad enough. 
Comegys asked if Blalock thought that the 

section would exclude the reading of the Bible, 
and prayers. 

Blalock thought it would. 
Comegys said that if the gentlemen would 

give him a little time he would bring him decis
ions from several States holding directly opposite 
opinions. 

Dyer thought this might exclude religious 
meetings in school-houses in several districts, but 
Comegys said "public schools" did not mean 
"public school-houses." 

Stiles suggested "religious " for "sectarian," 
and Comegys agreed. 

Cosgrove thought this might exclude any 
teacher from employment who had any decided 
religious views of his own. He had a running 
fire of questions from Comegys until T. M. Reed 
raised a point of order against the colloquy, and 
then Cosgrove. proceeded and finished his re
mar.ks. 

Sturdevant didn"t think this would trouble 
any teacher unless he wanted to teach his views. 
If there was doubt as to this language, and the 
chairman of the committee (Blalock) admitted 
that his committee intended to exclude the Bible 
and prayers in schools, why not so amend that no 
doubt could exist as to the meaning of the lan
guage used. 

Godman didn't see how anything could exclude 
religious "influence." Christianity and religion 
were not necessarily identical. A brainy man 
would have influence over his pupils anyhow. 
'"Control" was all that the constitution could 
prohibit. · ' ·' ·, .. 

Comegys only wanted to prohibit religious ex
ercises in public schools, but was called to order 
fi>r speaking two or three times on the question. 

Turner put on the brakes by moving the pre
vious question, and it was ordered. 

Stiles offered to withdraw his amendment, but 
Power objected, and Stiles' motion failed on a 
vote of 20 to 33. Absent and not voting 22. 

Moore moved to strike out the last two words, 
"or influence," and roll-call was ordered on that, 
resulting in failure by ayes 11, nays 39 .. 

The section was agreed to. · 
If the intention is to exclude religious exer

cises, prayers, the reading of the Bible, etc, from 
the public schools of the State of Washington, it is 
certain that this section will not accomplish that 
object unless the State of Washington shall be 
blessed with judges who have juster views of 

things than thQse have had in the States where 
the courts have been called upon to pass upon 
this question. The Supreme Courts of Maine, 
Massachusetts, and Iowa, and the judge of the 
Twelfth Circuit of the State of Wisconsin, have 
all held that the reading of the Bible, and pray
ers, could be conducted in the public schools 'un
der constitutions containing the same or like pro
visions with this. And the Supreme Court of 
Massachusetts even went so far as to sustain com
puhlory bowing of the head at time of prayer. 

Mr. Blalock was chairman of the committee 
that recommended this section, and as his inten
tion clearly was to exclude all these things, it is 
singular that he should object to framing the sec
tion so as to say so. Mr. Comegys and Mr. 
Stiles were clearly right in proposing the word 
" religious " instead of "sectarian." However, as 
"the intention of the lawgiver is the law;" and 
as the intention of these was that religious exer
cises should be excluded; if this intention sl1all 
have any weight with the courts of the State, 
then the schools may be kept clear of religious 

,interference. And as section eleven of the Bill 
of Rights says "that no public money or prop
erty shall be appropriated for, or applied to, any 
religions worship, exercise, or instruction, it would 
seem that the public schools of the State of Wash
ington may be kept clear of religious interfer
ence. Yet there is so much judge-made law in 
this country that it is not safe to trust any con
stitutional provision to intention. If a thing is 
intended it ought to be stated. The makers of 
the ·washington constitution should have made 
that section to say what they intend shall be done. 

A. T . .J. 

That Exception. 

IN the Christian State&man of August 1, Rev. 
M.A ... Gault, district secretary of the National Re
form Association and of the American Sabbath 
Union, gave a report of work in Kansas in be
half of a National Sunday law. He said he" pre
sented the Sabbath movement at a union service 
of all the Nortonville churches" June 16, then 
said:-

" There is a Seventh-day J?aptist congregation here 
which exerts an unfavorable influence upon Sabbath 
observance."· 

Now the petition in which Mr. Gault and the 
Sunday-law workers· ask for a National Sunday 
law, proposes to exempt R-om its pr:ovisions those 
rho religiously and regularly observe another day. 
But Seventh-day Baptists do religiously and reg
ularly observe another day.. They observe it 
much more religiously than nine-tenths of those · 
who keep Sunday, and yet Mr. Gault complains 
that they exert an unfavorable influence upon 
Sabbath observance. 

This shows at a glance all the virtue there is 
in that proposed exception in the petition. It is 
!mly a ruse which is employed 'to attract the at
tention and allay the opposition of the seventh
day people until the law is secured. Then it will 
be found at once that all observance of another 
day exerts ari unfavorable influence upon Sabbath 
observance ; and all such unfavorable influences 
will be speedily checked. · For the seventh-day 
people to consent to any such proposed exceptions 
as the Sunda.y:~l~w petitiop. proposes to offer, is to 
put themselves into the power of the Sunday-law· 
workers and managers. It is to surrender them
selves and all their rights, civil and religious, 
bodily-into the hands of these men. The very 
kind favors which these men pretend so gener-

ously to hold forth in order the more easily to 
obtain the power which they seek, \ill be con
sidered in a far different light when they once se
cure· the power. In the effort to secure their cov
eted power it is to their interest to allay as far as 
possible ev(jry element of opposition. ~,;There is 
nothing that they hate more than an open free 
discussion of the principles which they advo
cate, but when they shall have secured the power 
and such opposition is no longer to be 'feared, 
then any such compromise will be counted by 
them as only treason to their cause. ' We think 
that the seventh-day people are wide enough: 
awake to see this, and if it should be so that any 
of them are not, then we pity them and_ confess 
ourselves disappointed. ::. 

The truth is that the proposed exception. in, 
the National Sunday-law petition is one of its 
very wickedest ·features, and those to whom it is 
offered can never afford to accept it. ·"•"· 

A. T •. .J. 

The State and the -Church. 

IN the Christian Statesman of August 22, 1889_, 
Mr. John A. Dodd got off some National Reform 

'doctrine that is worthy of notice. He says:-
"In due time he (Christ) gave his life a ransom for 

the eternal salvation of the individual, and for the 
·temporal salvation of the State and the family, neither 
of which would have been rescued from the Xdamic 
wreck had it not been that God had intended to 
make use of both in building up his spiritual king
dom, his church in the world. The, life of each de
pends absolutely on their attitude to his church. 
If they do their duty, they will last like the sun; if 
not, they will be destroyed. ' For the nation and 
kingdom that will not serve thee (the church) shall 
perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.' 
The destruction of nations can be accounted for only 
in this light." 

The principal difficulty with this statement is 
that it is not true. It does not in any sense ac
cord with the facts. The Roman Empire from 
Constantine onward was used only for the build
ing up of the church; and in about a hundred 
and fifty years it was brought to. such a condition 
of immorality and wicked pollution that it had 
to be blotted out of existence, and that by hordes 
of utterly savage barbarians; yet who, though 
savage, were morally less impure than those who 
composed the Church and State system wl1ich 
they destroyed. 

After the ruin of the western empire the East
ern empire remained still as the champion, the sup
port,. and the builder up of the church. Justinian 
was the model builder up of the church of the 
eastern empire. The one grand object of his life 
was to glorify the church and to see that every~ 
body in the empire was orthodox. It was so with 
many others beside him, and yet tlie Mohammed~ 
ans blotted out the last vestige of the Eastem 
Empire. 

Charlemagne built up an empire devoted wholly 
to the service of the church.' He ''Christianized, 
or wiped out," people by the thousands in the 
service of the church. Thus he did his" duty" to 
the church and constantly expected that his em
pire would last like the sun, but it didn't worth ~ 
cent. 

Afterward, the Holy Roman Empire, which 
was neither Roman nor holy, was built up to 
serve the church, and it did gas thoroughly as . 
that servic.e was ever do~1e, and in its service to 
the church it set itself against God in the Refor
mation. It too expected to last like the sun, and 
the ch•·rch promised that it should, but it didn'i. 
It was not, however, only in the Reformation that . 
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the Holy Roman Empire set itself against God. 
Every State and every empire sets itself against 
God when it makes itself the champion of the 
church, and undertakes to build up the church; 
and the church sets itse1f against God whenever 
it consents to be partaker of any such offices on 
the part of the State. And when a State and the 
church thus unitedly set themselves against God, 
there is produced that which at the first made the 
mystery of iniquity, and that which ever since 
has been carrying out, the spirit of the mystery 
of iniqtdty. And whe~ the United States falls 
into this wicked condition, the same wicked spirit 
will show itself, and the same wicked works will 
be the result1 as in all the cases before it. 

A. T. J. 

The World's Sunday-School-Conven
tion. 

THE following report of the "World's Sunday
school Convention" we clip from the Signs of the 
Times.·· It contains-several points worthy to be 
remembered: 

Our ' inter~st was especially called to this 
convention, as it was the lot· of our party to 
cross the Atlantic in the steamer which contained 
the greater part of the American delegates. In 
all there were on board some three himdred, of 
whom sixty were ministers. One of the most 
striking things about this company was the 
amount of tobacco smoke they produced, and it 
proved a real annoyance to some. Many times 
when some sick woman was helped on deck for a 
little fresh air, one of these "Rev." gentlemen sit
ting near would calmly light his cigar and pro
ceed to smoke her below again. Only those who 
have passed through the ordeal of seasickness can 
appreciate the effect that tobacco smoke has on a 
thus weakened stomach. But these "gentlemeil" 
were only a type of thousands, and the incident 
only goes to prove how inconsiderate for the feel
ings of others the tobacco habit makes men. 
We also s~tw the rather novel sight of a man 
presiding at a religious meeting with a cigar in 
his mouth, · - · 

The convention did not attract very much out
side attention in London. The Church of En
gland took no part whatever in the proceedings, 
but regarded it with haughty indifference. For 
the most part, the time was taken up with re
ports from different parts of the world. In many 
was heard the clamorings for a more strict Sunday 
observance. . In the address of welcome, Lord 
Kinnaird, president of the Sunday-school Union, 
called especial attention to the encroachments 
made upon Sunday, and he called on all present 
to_ rall;rround and upbuild that institution. 

·Count Bernstorff, of Germany, said that the 
Sunday-schooi was working out many great prin
ciples, but the greatest of all was the principle of 
Sunday;;·· He hoped that England and America 
would unit-edly continue to defend it. They (in 
Germany) wanted to have a Sunday (great ap
plause p,nd cheering), and it was the Sunday
school work which taught the children from a 
very early age to love the Sunday. He also told 
how they had prevailed on the present emperor 
to express a wish that no races should be held on 
that day: ~. In consequence, last, winter and spring 
all such amusements were held 'on week days. 

·r)~~ Withr.ow, of Canada, told about a city in 
which ~·not a stree~ar wheel turned on the 
Sabbath-day [Sunday]; not a drinking-house was 
open!~~~ ~e ~~<l.P~~teA ~}!at the government of 

Ontario paid for the cab hire of Sunday-school 
teachers to go to their work on Sunday. 

At one meeting, Dr. John Hall, of New York, 
brought up a resolution ot the Executive Com
mittee, consisting of a memorial to be presented 
to all the crowned heads of Europe, setting forth 
the views of the convention as to the importance 
of the better observance of the "Lord's day." 
It reads as follows:·-

" 'J,'hat the delegates to the ·world's Sunday
school Convention now assymbled in London, 
and representing many Christian lands, and 
many milli0ns who are interested in Sunday
school work, feel constrained by love to God and 
regard for our fellow-men, most respectfully do 
present this memorial to your Majesty. We 
have ample evidence that Sabbath-school work 
has made multitudes intelligent, self-respecting, 
diligent in duty, and faithful to obligations, be
cause the Scriptures teach them to fear God and 
to honor constituted authority. ·vv e have also 
brought to us the evidence that this beneficient 
work is particularly difficult in many lands by 
the practical disregard of the divinely ordered 
day of rest. Moved by these considerations, we, 
with one accord, by our officers, earnestly petition 
your Majesty that, by your personal influence 
and by the constitutional power in your Majesty's 
hands, you will secure for the day of weekly rest 
the place given it in that decalogue which all 
Christian lands recognize, and for the good of the 
people, and for the glory of God, promote its rec
ognition as a delight, holy of the Lord, and hon
orable. In bringing to the consideration of your 
Majesty this important matter, we do not forget 
that in the land we represent, the holy day is 
often degraded and ignored. These evils we 
deeply deplore, and in our places earnestly op
pose, and we feel assured that action in the di
rection of Sabbath observance on the part of 
your Majesty and the nation over which, in the 
providence of the Almighty God, you are placed, 
would tend to strengthen a sentiment, national 
and international, in favor of the reverent use of 
the seventh day, on which our Creator rested, for 
an example to man, and which is linked through
out Christendom with the rising from the dead of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour." 

The memorial was cordially agreed to. 
Thus we see that the Sunday movement is not 

confined to the United States, but is worldwide. 

A Civil Sunday Holiday. 

THE Rev. D. Atkins, writing of the American 
Sabbath Union, in the Pacific JJ!Iethodtst, and of 
its efforts to secure a law forbidding Sunday 
traffic in the government's mail and military serv
ice and in interstate commerce, says:-

"This is a timely movement, one which will meet 
the approval of the entire Christian Church, and all 
lovers of law and order. There are some who will 
oppose it on the ground that the State should not in
terfere with the conscience of its subjects. But we 
must not ignore the fact that the Sabbath is a civil in
stitution.as well as a religious. While no one could 
wish Congress to enact laws enforcing practices of re
ligion upon unwilling consciences, yet even religious 
services ought to be protected, and all men who de
sire to worship ought to be protected by law in per
forming their peculiar and chosen rites. As a civil 
institution the Sabbath may be enforced by law. 
Congress has declared certain days to be holidays, 
and no one complairis 'that personal liberty has been 
infringed. If three or four days of the year can be 
thus distinguished by Congress, what is there to pre
vent so distinguishing one day in seven, if it seem 
proper to do so?" 

This is a fair specimen of the way in which 

those arguing for a Sunday law mislead the peo
ple as to the real purpose of the 1~w. It may be 
that it is not intentional, because we !.we sure that 
many of these who are working for the law do 
not really know what they want or why they 
want it; but it is too bad that on so vital a ques
tion as this the people should be kept in the dark 
as to its true nature. 

The statement that the Sabbath is a civil as 
well as a religious institution is very common; 
but we never yet knew anyone to take the time 
to attempt to prove the statement. Let us exam
ine it for a moment. The leaders in the Sunday
law movement themselves declare that the sole 
authority for the Sabbath is the fourth command
ment. Rev. Herrick Johnson says that the an
chorage of the Sabbath is in the fact that it is a 
divine institution. Colonel Shepard says: "\Ve 
do not rest this work on mere human reasoning; 
we rest it wholly and directly on the divine com
mandment." Rev. J. H. Knowles, editor of the 
Pearl of Days, says: "It will become more and 
more apparent that the real defenders of the day are 
those who regard it as divine, not merely a human 
institution." And we heard Colonel Shepard say 
in one of his speeches, that " it is useless for any
one to claim that the Sabbath has any rights ex:
cept as they plant themselves on the divine com
mandment." 

\Vith these statements we most heartily agree; 
but how do they agree with the statement that 
the Sabbath is a civil as well as a religious in· 
stitution? What is a civil institution? A civil 
institution is one which originates among the 
citizens of the State. But how about the fourth 
commandment, upon which alone it is claimed 
rightly that the Sabbath rests? God gave it 
.himself. Moses, after repeating the command
ment to the children of Israel, said: "These words 
the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the 
mount, out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, 
and of the thick darkness, with a great v~ice: 
and he added no more. And he wrote them on 
two tables of stone." Deut. 5: 22. Again he 
said to the people: " The Lord spake to you out 
of the midst of the fire; ye heard the voice of tHe 
words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a 
voice. And he declared unto you his covenant, 
which he commanded you to perform, even ten 
commandments, and he wrote them upon two 
tables of stone." Dent. 4: 12, 13. 

\Vhen the law was delivered from Mount 
Sinai God came down with ten thousands of his 
holy ones. Dent. 33 : 2. The augels of Heaven 
were there, but no man was there. The people 
were forbidden to draw near the mount under 
penalty of death; but there was little danger of 
their drawing near, for the terror of the scene 
caused them to stand afar off, and even Moses 
said, "I exceedingly fear and quake." Man had 
nothing-whatever to do with the enactment of the 
Sabbath commandment. Still further, the Lord 
declares that the Sabbath was given solely that 
the people might know that he is the God who 
sanctifies them (Eze. 20: 20), and he declares the 
proper keeping of the Sabbath to be the highest 
act of worship,, for he says that those who turn 
away their foot from it and do n0t do their own 
pleasure on it shall delight themselves in him~ 
Isa. 58: 13, 14. There is nothing of a human 
element in the commandment. It is religious and 
wholly religious. 

It is true that it has been made a civil l.nstitu" 
tion in some of the States, but in so doing the 
States did something that they had neither the 
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right nor the power to do. This, however, is the 
chief argum~nt upon which the advocates of a 
national Sunday law depend. They say that the 
Sabbath is a civil institution, that the StateS have 
an enacted laws concerning it, therefore the gen
eral government 'has a right to enact laws con
cerning it. But the fact that the States have en
acted laws concerning it does not prove that they 
had any right to do so. As we have already seen, 
the Sabbath is wholly religious; it has upon it 
the stamp of God, and not a human stamp. It 
belongs to God and to him alone, and he says, 
"Render to Coosar the things which are Coosar's; 
and unto God the things that are God's." 

If one should find a British coin, and should 
erase the image of the queen and stamp it with an 

· eagle, and attempt to pass it as a United States 
coin, he would, if detected, be arrested and pun
ished as a counterfeiter. All his assertions that it 
was a United States coin because it had the United 
States stamp upon it, would avail him nothing. 
The point is, the coin had no business to have the 
United States stamp upon it, because it was a 
coin of Great Britain and belonged to that. 
country. This is exactly the position that it 
is witlhed to have the States assume toward 
the Sabbath. The Sabbath has the stamp of 
God upon it. Those who are working for the 
Sunday law would have that stamp effaced 
and h\we the stamp of the United States put 
upon it. Then they would say, "Why, it is 
a civil institution, and therefore the State has a 
right to enforce it ; " but the fact is, the State had 
no right to make it a civil institution. To do so 
it acts the part of a counterfeiter. No matter 
what action the State takes, the fact remains that 
the Sabbath belongs to God and should be ren
dered to him alone, and to him directly, and not 
through the medinm of some other power. 

Another point may be noticed in this connec
tion, and that is that even though the Sunday had 
civil as well as religious features, it is admitted by 
those who favor its enforcement that the civil feat
~res cannot be enforced separate from the. relig
IOUS features. All are familiar with the state
ment of Dr. Crafts, that a ~unday law cannot be 
maintained except on the basis of moral obliga
tion ; that if you take the religion out of it, you 

·take the rest out; and the whole thing is aptly 
put in the following paragraph taken from a ser
mon by Rev. Byron Sunderland, published in the 
New York Evangelist:-
. "The champion for the secular leagues, in the course 
of a long speech, in which on several grounds he vio
lently assailed the movement, at last gave his cause 
away by declaring that he did not object to a civil 
Sunday, and would help to enforce it. No man can 
make such an admission, and not go to the end with 
those who seek to retain a Christian, which is the 
rational observance of our American, Sabbath unim
paired. It is simply impossible to have a civil Sun~ 
day, that is, a day of rest from ordinary secular occu
pations, and yet exclude from it a voluntary religious 
observance. The distinction forcibly reminds me of 
a certain Lord-bishop who said, 0 but you know John 
I don't swear as a bishop, only as a man. 'That i~ 

-true, your Grace,' replied the valet; 'but I was think
ing when the d~vil comes after the man, what would 
become of the btshop I ' " 

This is well put. Even if we should allow that 
the Sunday is a civil institution as well as a re
ligious institution, the undeniable fact remains 
that when Sunday is enforced it is enforced as 
Sunday, with every fe~~:ture that it contains, relig
ious as well as civil. 

The writer of the paragraph first quoted savs: 
"While no one could wish Congress to enact l~ws 
enforcing practices of relig~on upon unwilling con-

sciences, yet even religious services ought to be 
protected, and all men who desire to worship 
ought to be protected by law in performing their 
peculiar and chosen rites." That is just exactly 
what we have now without any Sunday law. 
Yv e can't tell whether it is ignorance or perversity 
that makes Sunday-law advocates use such an 
argument, for nothing is more certain than that 
every State has la\vs amply sufficient for the pro
tection of religious services. It is true that all 
men who desire to worship ought to be protected 
by law in performing their peculiar and chosen 
rites, and it is as true that under our Constitution 
and laws, as they now are, all men may be so pro
tected. But let the Sunday-law movement suc
ceed, and the state of things will be reversed. 
Then only a class will be protected, and others 
will be left to the mercy of bigots. When a rabid 
Sunday-law advocate says that all men ought to 
be protected, he means simply that all men who 
believe as he does ought to be protected, and that 
all others ough~ to be prohibited from carrying 
on their peculiar and chosen rites. 

The argument used last by Mr. Atkins, is the 
worst one we have ever seen. Speaking of the 
fact that Congress has designated certain days as 
holidays, and that no one claims that this is an 
infringement of personal liberty, he says that "if 
three or four days of the year can be thus distin
guished by Congress, what is there to prevent so 
distinguishing one day in seven, if it seems proper 
to do so? '' Does he mean to intimate that all 
the American Sabbath Union wishes is to make 
Sunday a holiday like llhe present national holi
days? If he does, he means to convey a wrong 
impress~on; for the great complaint of the 
Stmday-law advocates is that Sunday is already 
used as a holiday. They want a law passed 
which will prohibit its being used as a holiday. 
The difference between a holiday and such a day 
as, they wish Congress to make of Sunday is as 
great as the difference between light and darkness. 
On any holiday people may abstain from labor if 
they wish to, but there is no compulsion. Any
body who wishes to work a part or a whole of a 
day is at perfect liberty to do so. More than 
this, the national holidays are generally devoted 
to pleasure seeking by a large majority of citizens; 
but those who wish Congress to pass a law enforc
ing Sunday observance, wish a law to prohibit 
work and amusement. 

Suppose that an attempt should be ma.de to 
compel people to abstain from all work and all 
amusement on the Fourth of July. There would 
be a · general protest. True patriotic citizens 
would thrnk such a law an infringement upon the 
rights of the people, and so it· would be. But 
·t~at is just what these people watlt Congress to do 
for Sunday. It is strange that any man would 
attempt to build an argument· for Sunday laws 
upon the existence of national holidays. It shows 
mther that the man wishes to make sentiment for 
the Sunday l~w, regardless of the method, or 
else that he has never given the matter any 
thought further than that he wishes a Sunday 
law at whatever cost. E. J. w. 

~HE self-styled r~formers are clamoring for a 
nat10nallaw pr?tectmg: Sunday, ~ut the bill they 
present contradiCts their pretens10ns, for it by no 
means provides for protection but enforcement. 
What a curious thing it would be for a street
car company, for instance, to vigorously call on 
the m?nicipal a;uthorities to protect their cars 
from notous mobs and then to present a bill com
pelling those pe~ple to ride on that line I There 
is just as much sense to it.-Moral and Scientific 
Compartion. 

The Evangelical. 

AT the hearing before the Senate Committee 
on Education and Labor February 15, 1889, in 
behalf of the Blair resolution, to teach religion 
in all the schools of the nation, there were promi
nent men pleading for the adoption of the pro
posed amendment, from Plliladelphia, New York, 
and Baltimore. Rev. George K. Morris, D. D., 
of Philadelphia, drew the line between those who 
favored the amendment and those who opposed 
it, by the following statement:- -~• 

" I ask your attention to the fact that on this mat
ter of the proposed constitutional amendment, the 
~ou~try stands divided principally along the line 
md1cated by the evangelical church bodies on the 
0.1;1e side, and the Roma::J. Catholic Church on the 
other." 
-Upon this the chairman asked,-
" In that do you count all who are Catholics on one 

side and all who are not Catholics on the other?" 
Rev. Dr. Morris-" No, sir, we count all who are 

Catholics on one side and all who are of evangelical 
faiths on the other side." 

Then presently Senator George inquired,
" Exclusive of the Mormons, too? " 
Rev. Dr. Morris-"No, not the Mormons. They 

would be evangelical in one sense." 
; And so the Mormons have become evangelical! 
'Ve don't see, then, why the churches should 
make such a great complaint about the Mormons 
and their hierarchy· so long as they can be clas~ed 
with the evangelicals. But Dr. 1\forris says they 
are evangelicals in one sense. He didn't say in 
which sense it is, but it is presumable that they 
are evangelicals because they favor the Bible 
and the teaching of religion in the public schools. 

From Dr. Morris' speech it is evident that 
those who favor the use of the Bible and the 
teaching of religion in the public schools, are 
evangelical, and all who oppose it are not. All 
who favor it are evangelical, even though it be 
the 1\formon Bible and the Mormon religion 
which they favor. Joseph Cook favors the Ed-, 
munds amendment rather than the Blair amend
ment to the Constitution. And the Edmunds 
amendment proposes to allow the reading of the 
Bible in the public schools. It would devolve 
upon the people in each ·State or Territory or 
school ·district to say what Bible should be read, 
and the majority, having the power to decide, 
would have the Bible which pleases the majority. 
Where the Catholics are in the majority it would 
be the Catholic Bible; where the Protestants are 
in the majority it would be the. Protestant Bible; 
and where the Mormons are in the majority it would 
be the Mormon Bible. But, as the Mormons are 
evangelical, we suppose it is badly unorthodox 
to protest against any such system. 

Yv e do protest, neverthelesS. 'V e deny the 
right of the Protestant majority to compel the 
Roman Catholic minority to read, or to listen 
to the reading of, the Protestant Bible in the pub
lic schools. 'V e likewise deny the right of a ma
jority of the Catholics to compel the Protestnnt 
minority to read, or listen to the reading of, the 
Roman Catholic Bible in the public schools. 
We deny the right of the Mormon majority to 
compel the gentile minority to rtlad, or listen to 
the reading of, the Mormon Bible in the public 
schools; and we deny the right of the evangelical 
Protestant and Mormon majority together to com
pel the unevange~ical Catholic 11nd gentile minor- · 
ity to su~mit to tlie dictates oMlfiftr unevangelical 
religion. 

The sum of it all is, that by no right whatever 
can religion ever be taught, or the Bible read, in 
the public schools. A. T. J. 
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fdend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

FRoM October 1, 1888, to October 1, 1889, 
there were printed and circulated 1,288,566 
copies of the AMERICAN SENTINEL. The SENTI
NEL is a success and is going' to remain so. We 
ask our many friends to help us to reach the 
2,000,000 line at the end of 1890. 

~ HERE is a proposition 'wllich we submit to the 
candid consideration of all men, upon the ques
tion of religious instruction or the use of the Bi

~ ble in the public schools: The public school fund 
is drawn from the whole people, without discrim
ination or preference, and with no reference 
whatever to"any question as to either religion or 
the Bible. Therefore the same fund should be 
used and applied for the benefit of the whole peo
ple as it is raised, 'Vithout discrimination or prefer
ence. As the money is raised without reference 
to those who believe in the Bible or religious in
struction, so it should be expended and used. If 
the money wl1en raised is to be applied according 
to the dictation and according to the religious 
wishes of those who believe in the Di.ble and re
ligious instruction, then justice demands that the 
money shall be raised by taxation only upon those 
persons. The conclusion is that justice will 
never allow religious exercises or religious instruc-. 
tion in the public schools. 

IT is urged by the-advocates of Sunday legisla
tion that such laws are necessary to prevent the 
day from being wholly devoured by greed. But 
that this is not true is shown by facts stated by 
Rev. ·w. F. Crafts, in his book, " The Sabbath 
for Man," page 53. Referring to Sunday, he 
says:-

" The Sabbath is now marked in the French Code 
only by the unimportant by-laws that make it a dies 
non in judicial proceedings, and by a few other very 
indirect recognitions; but while the Sabbath laws 
have diminished in the last fifteen years, Sunday 
trade has also diminished. The earliest note of this 
change that we find is in the New York Times of 
June 8, 1869, and is as follows: 'A very profound 
and wonderful reform has just beeh begun in Paris. 
The principal shops, including those of nearly all 
linen' dra:pers, hosiers, silk mercers, and venders of 
ready-made apparel, will henceforth close on Sun
days. The merchants have taken this step of their 
own accor,d, and the employes appeal to the good
will ofthe public to aid them in making the measure 
general.'" 

If Sunday rest can become mqre general in 
France without a Sunday law, why can it not be 
m~J,intained in this country without such a law? 

IN the Christian Statesman, August 22, there is 
a report of a Sabbath convention at Ocean Grove 
held by the New Jersey Sabbath Union, \vhich is 
an auxiliary of the American Sabbath Union. 
Rev. J, I;I. Kno,vles, general secretary of the Amer
ican Sakbath Union, was chairman of the con-
ventio~. Representatives were present from the 
Philadelphia Sabbath Association, and the King's 
~tnd the Queen's County Sabbath ObRervan.De So-

cieties of New York, and the Law and Order 
Leagues of Trenton, and Newark, New Jersey. 
Rev. Dr. Kynett, of Philadelphia, was one of the 
speakers, and said:-

"The American Sabbath is a religious institution. 
It is a day of rest, but not of recreation. The Ameri
can Christian Sabbath lays the obligation on the con
science, as it is a day of religious rest." 

And yet they will call legislation in behalf of 
that institution civil legislation! The enforce
ment of the observance of such an institution as 
that, they call the observance only of the civil 
Sunday. They may call it all these things, and 
whatever else they please, but their calling it so 
will not make it so. The fact is that the Sunday 
institution is ecclesiastical only, and any legislation 
looking to its observance is only ecclesiasticallegis
fation, and the enforcement of an ecclesiastical in
stitution. And it is wicked. 

THE Christian Nation says:-
"One of the greatest hindrances in the way of J'l;a

tional Reform is i!he false idea of civil government-. 
the theory so largely carried into practice in all 
national affairs, t.l).at civil. government is a mere sec
ular institution.'' ' 

Yes, that is true. That is the theory of the 
American Constitution. It is the American the
ory, and being so it is indeed a great hindrance 
to National Reform. If this government had 
been started with a constitution pledging the 
government to things of another world, and to the 
affairs of men's souls instead of their bodies, then 
it would never have been any hindrance in the 
way of the National Reform scheme of govern
ment. But then it would not have been a civil 
government at all. It would have been a relig
ious government, and only a part of the machin
ery of the church. But, fortunately for the peo
ple, our fathers considered that the church ought 
to be able to do its own, work without the aid of 
governmental power, and that the government 
could better do its legitimate work without any 
of the meddling interference of the church JU:an
agers. Therefore they forbade theN ational Legis
lature/ to have anything to do with religion, or 
another world, or with men's souls. And ·.this is 
the great hindrance to National Reform! Yes, 
that is true, and therefore, nothing could more 
clearlv show that the National Reform movement 
is ess~ntially un-American and subversive of the 
liberties guaranteed in the United States Consti
tution. And every American and every man in 
America who loves American principles vught to 
be uncompromisingly opposed to it, as the AlliER
lOAN SENTINEL is. 

IN the Sunday campaign that has of late been 
carried on in California, Judge Stephen J. Field's 
opinion of 1859 has been made to do duty for all 
that its indorsers think it is worth. If it were 
to be made to do duty for ~nly what it is worth, 
it would not amount to much; but when for 
what its indorsers think it is worth then it 
amounts to a good deal. One statement from it 
was used in the Los Angeles Sunday Convention 
by a lawyer to the effect that the object of Sun .. 
day laws "is not to protect those who can rest at 
their pleasure, but to afford rest to. those who 

~ need it, ~tnd~ \vho from the conditions of society 
could not otherwise obtain it." 

No Sunday law thtLt ever was made was en
acted with any. such obj~c~. The only object 
that has ever been in the enactment of Sunday 
laws is religious. The very law which Judge 
:Field was discussing in this opinion had respect 
to religion as such, for it distinctly named " the 

Christian Sabbath." The very law in support of 
which this opinion is quoted distinctly declares 
its o~ject to be to protect tl1e Lord's day as a 
day of rest and religious worship. And the peti
tion which they would support by the opinion 
not only asks for legislation in behalf of religion 
but for the enforcerl "religious observance" of a 
day. The o~ject of Sunday laws never has been 
to protect anybody, but h1 almost every case to 
compel everybody. It never has been to protect 
anybody's rest, but to compel everybody to rest. 
It never has been to protect the religious observ
ances of the people, but to compel people who 
are not religious to conform to the religious opin
ions of those who profess to be religious. 

THE "Sunday-rest civil Sabbath" by legal 
compulsion ala old Blue Laws of Connecticut en
acted about 1650, is quite a scheme,' but the 
hard-worked young men of San Dieqo seem to 
take their Sunday rests in a very active way out 
at Recreation Park. Some of their neighbors 
object, but we have never yet known auf of the 
base-ball boys object to their opponents either go
ing to church or to bed for rest on Sunday. Let 
the boys shut out gambling, intoxicants, unbe
coming limguage, and undue noises, from their 
park; and let the church folks shut out gam
bling fairs, intoxicating-wine sacraments, "dress 
parades," from their sanctuaries; and shut out 
from their hearts, especially, that uncharitable
ness that cannot allow others what they claim 
for themselves,-the right to do as they please so 
long as they commit no offense against the laws 
of the land; and both parties will be the better 
for it.-Silver Gate, September 14. 

THE czar of all the Russias luts become dis
pleased with the Lutheran Church and has issued 
a ukase abolishing it throughout his dominions. 
All his imperial majesty has to do with the great
est institutions is to forbid their existence and 
·they are abolished. Churcpes are amenable to 
royal displeasure, and Russia cannot evenl13,ve a 
religion if the czar feels hostile to it. While the 
Greek Church is the popular religion of Russia 
the Lutherans are the g'J:eat body of Christians 
throughout Northern Europey as that church is 
recognized in G~Jrmany and all the Scandinavian 
countries. The Lutherans form the most consist
ent body of Christians in all the Old World 
countries, and yet the czar abolishes them as 
easily as one could say "Jack Robinson." It is 
to be hoped that his royal highness will go a lit
tle slow in his despotic rulings, or he may abolish 
things divine and otherwise. He might try his 
hancl on the evil one and see if he can get away 
with him. If Satan is abolished in Russia the 
Muscovites can get along comfortably without tlw 
churches. As there are only three millions of 
Lutherans in Russia, the czar can abolish them if 
the Nihilists don't succeed first in abolishing the 
czar.-Oregonian. 

THE AMERICA!'I S.El'IT INEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation 
of the United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as rel'\ards religion or religious tests, and 
the maintenance of human rights, 

hoth civil and religion~. 
It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

toward a union of C4urch and State: .. eitqer in name or in fact. 
Single Copy, Pezo Yell.l', post-paid, - - - $1.00 
In clubs often or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, - 5s. 

Address, AMERICAN .SENTINEL, 
l059 Castro St., OAKLAND, CAL, 



Equal and exact justice to all men, of w~atever state or persuasion, religious or politicaL-Thomas :Jefferson. 

VOLUME 4. OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, OCTOBER 23, 1889. NUMBER 39. 

PUBLI~HED WEEKLY, BY TIIE 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
No. 43 BOND ST., NEW YORK; 

18 POST ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.; 

12TH & CAS1'RO STS., OAKI,AND, CAL. 

EDITORS, 

E. J. WAGGONER, ALONZO T. JONES. 

THE Catholic World gives the exact sit11ation 
in a nutshell. It says: "V{ e are purely and 
simply Catholic, ,and profess an unreserved alle
giance to the church, which takes precedence of, 
and gives the rule to, ou.r allegiance to the State." 
And yet we have acquaintances who became ex
ceedingly angry when in argument they were 
"comered" by the statement that no true Cath
olic can be a gooq American citizen.-The Eye. 

IT is stated that in Servia a law has been passed 
requiring all shops and places of business to be 
closed, not only on Sunday, but on all the holy 
days of the church as well. All told, the number 
i.s 180. The law is rigidly enforced. A shop 
keeper who supplied a customer with a little rice 
on one of the interdicted days, was recently fined 
100 franks for his crime. But this is only Sun
day legislation carried to its legitimate conclu
.sion. If tlJe State has a right to say that bus
iness shall be susJ,lended on Sunday, it has the 
same right to say that it shall be suspended on 
other so-called holy days.-Signs of the Times. 

THOSE Chicago ministers who are grieved be
cause men wil1 drink Sunday, and because the 
mayor whom they hclJ?ed to elect will not pre
vent their doing so, might read, with profit the 
remarks of Elder Waggoner at the convention of 
the Sevepth-da( Adventists at Bloomington early 
this week. Smd he:-

"If men can be brought to the observance of 
Sunday by persuasion, by preaching and writing, 
that is ri9ht, but to enforce it by law is destroy
ing the ;purpose of evangelical work and making 
hypocrisy compulsory. When the law of Sunday 
rest is on the statute books and enforced it will not 
result in bringing people into the churches but 
will send them to find recreation and amusement 
·elsew he_r:.e." 

In otl1er words, ~hat which some of the short
sighted preachfJrS demand that Mr. Cregier shall 
do for them, is something they should do for 
themselves. They want to leave their pulpits 
and let him take their places and do missionary 
work for them, backed by the cudgels of his po
lice. They will accomplish more if they take 
Elder Waggoner's, and follow Brother Murphy's, 
example and try a little moral suasion. St. Paul 
did not ask ~'eHx to detail a few Roman centu-

rions with swords and spears to help him in l1is 
work, but he went· up and down preaching 
mightily, and made many converts. He did not 
sit stlll and wait for men to come to him to be 
convinced, but he went after them. He did not 
depend on militant coercion to make men good 
and to refrain from an indulgence of appetite.
Ohicago Tribune, Sept. 12, 1889. 

The Petition and the Inquisition. 

THE supplement to the March monthly doc
ument of the American Sabbath Union was de
voted to a statement of how the friends of the 
Sunday might co-operate with the union. Fol
lowing an extract from the constitution, which 
states that the object of the union is "to preserve 
the Christian Sabbath as a day of 1·est and wor
ship," there was an earnest appeal to every indi
vidual to push the petitions for a Sunday law, 
making not the least abatement because Congress 
had adjourned. The following form of petition, 
was suggested:-

"The undersigned organizations and adult residents 
of the United States, twenty-one years of age or more, 
earnestly petition you to pass a bill forbidding in the 
government's mail and military service and in inter
state commerce, and in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories, all Sunday traffic and work, except 
works of necessity and mercy, and such private work 
by those who religiously and regularly observe 
another day of the week by abstainipg from labor and 
business, as will neither interfere with the general 
rest nor with public worship." 

We claim that this petition alone furnishes 
ample proof that the American Sabbath Union 
contemplates a union of Church and State.in the 
fullest sense, and is providing-unconsciously it 
may be, but none the less surely-for the estab-. 
lishment of the Inquisition. Strange as it may 
seem to some, we find the strongest proof of this 
in the proposed exemption of those that-observe 
another day. 

The workers for a Sunday law lay a great deal 
of stress on the fact that they make such an ex-. 
ception. In his speech before the Senate Com
mittee, Mr. Crafts spoke of the exception that is 
made to the Seventh-day Baptists by the laws of 
Rhode !sland, allowing them to carry on public 
industries on the first day of the week, and said 
that " the tendency ·of Legislatures and executive 
officers towards those who claim to keep a Satur
day Sabbath is to over-leniency rather than_ over
strictu ss." 

In the same hearing Mrs. Bateham spoke of 
the exemption that was asked for in the petition, 
stating that they would like to exempt Seventh
day keepers from the penalties of the law for 
which they asked, providing it could be done, but 
that if such an exemption . would work against 
the general enforcement of the law then they did 
not 'wish it. These statements show t.(lat theT 

simply regard themselves as making a great con
cession when they do not persecute people who 
rest upon Saturday. Dr. Bothwell, of Oakland, 
Cal., stated their feeling very well when he said: 

" 1\fost of the States make provision for the exer
cise of the peculiar tenets of belief which are enter
tained by the Adventists. They can worship on Sat
urday, and call it the Sabbath, if they choose; but 
there let their privileges end. Instead of thankfully 
making use of concessions granted them, and then 
going off quietly and attending to their own business, 
as they ought, they starl out making unholy alliances 
that they may defeat the purposes of their benefac
tors." 

With these statements compare the following 
from the first chapter of Dr. Schafi's work on" The 
Progress of Religious Freedom, as Shown in the 
History of Toleration Acts." Says he:-

"An edict or act of toleration is a grant of the civil 
government, which authorizes religious societies dis
senting from the State religion to worship according 
to the dictates of conscience without liability to per
secution. Such an edictalways presupposes a relig
ion established by law and supported by the State, and 
the right of the State to control public worship. Toler
ation may proceed from necessity, or from prudence, 
or from indifference, or from liberality and an enlarged 
view of truth and right. It may be extended or with
drawn by the government; but it· is usually the en
tering wedge for religious liberty and legal equality. 

"There is a wide difference between toleration a.1d 
liberty. The one is a concession, the other a right; 
the one is a matter of expediency, the other a princi
ple; the one is a gift of man, the other a gift of God. 

" Toleration implies more or less censure or disap
proval. 1Ve tolerate or endure what we dislike or 
cannot prevent. The most despotic governments are 
tolerant towards subjects who are too numerous or 
too useful to be killed or exiled. Russia tolerates 
Romanists, Protestants, Jews, and Mohammedans; 
Turkey tolerates 'Christian dogs,' and likes them to 
prey upon each other; but woe to him in either 
country who apostatizes from the State religion, or 
attempts to induce any member of the same to apos
tasy. Toleration is first sought and granted as a 
favor, then demanded and con~eded as a right, and 
at last spurned as an insult. In a ft·ee country no
body wants to be tolerated for liis religious opinions 
or sacred convictions. 

" Religious liberly is a natural, fundamental, and 
inalienable right of every man. It is founded on the 
sacredness of conscience, which lS the voice of God 
in man, and above the reach and control of human 
authority. There is a law above all human laws. 
It is written, not on parchment and tables of stone, 
but on the heart of man by the finger of God. It is 
that law which commands with the categorical im
perative, and which filled the philosopher Kant with 
ever-growing reverence and ;twe. ' We muEjt obey 
God more than· man.' He and he alone is the Author 
and Lord of conscience, and no power on earlh has a 
right to interpose itself between them. 'Every man 
stands or falls to his own Lord.' Liberly of con
science requires liberly of worship as its manifesta
tion. To grant the former and to deny the latter is 
to imprison conscience and to promote hypocrisy or 
infidelity. Religion is in its nature voluntary, m'>d 
ceases to be religion in proportion as it is forced. 
God, wants free worshipers, and no others. ; 

" Toleration is an intermediate state between r:!~/ 
ious persecution and l'eligious liberty. Persecuyu 
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results from the union of Church and State ; tolera
t~on, from a relaxation of that union ; full religious 
hberty and legal equality require a peaceful separa
tion of the spiritual and secular powers." 

Not_e particularly what he says of toleration, 
that it 'is an intermediate state between religious 
persecution and religious liberty. He says also 
that it is usually "the entering wedge for relig
ious liberty and legal equality." This is true, 
providing it has been preceded by despotic intol
erance. If a government has rigidly persecuted 
everyone who dissents from the established relig
ion, then an act of toleration would be the enter
ing wedge towurd religious liberty-a step toward 
freedom; but if perfect liberty and equality have 
been enjoyed by the citizens of a government, 
then an act of toleration would be a long stride 
toward the taking away of religious freedom. 

. For an act of toleration, as Dr. Schaff truly says, 
"Always presupposes a religion established by 
law and supported by the State, and the right of 
the State to control public worship." 

The very fact of exemptions being thought of 
in a law-the use of the word concession and 
toleration-shows the existence of a despotic law; 
so that the more the Sunday-law advocates talk 
about concessions, the more they boast of their 
leniency, the more they press their petition for a 
Sunday law which shall exempt those who relig
iously and regularly observe another day,-the 
more they proclaim the fact that they are working 
for a State religion. Now, whenever a reliW.on, 
or any form of religion, is established by the 
State, the Inquisition and persecution must inevit
ably follow. For in such a case an offense 
against the established religion is an offense 
against the State; and of course the State is 
hound to punish ali who violate its laws. But 
punishment by the State for differences of opin
ion, or of acts in matters of religion, is persecution. 

Note particularly the petition which we quoted. 
It provides for the exemption of those who "re
ligiously and regularly" observe another day of 
the week. How, in the face of this, it is possible . 
for the framers and advocates of that petition to 
claim that they are not working for a State relig
ion, it is impossible for us to conceive. That 
petition lays the foundation for the Inquisition; 
and if a law should be passed in harmony with 
it, the Inquisition wuul,d have to be established. 
How can the State tell who do and who do not 
religiously observe another day? Anyone can 
see that the petition plans for the State to inquire, 
not simply into a man's religious or irreligious 
acts, but into the motives of his acts. Of course 
it is well understood that under all circumstances 
there are people who have a form of religion, 
people who do certain things professedly in the 
name of religion, yet from selfish motives. Now 
if a law is passed in accordance wjth this petition, 
the State through its officers would be obliged to 
inquire into the motives which prompt a man's 
rest upon Saturday. No individual will have 
any guarantee that he will remain unmolested for 
a week. He may be brought up at any time at 
the instigation of any bigot or any person who 
has a fancied grudge towards him, and put under 
examination as to whether or not he observes 
anotl.J.er day from religious motives. And .the 
worst of it all will be that in such examination 
his own testimony will avail nothing. Of course 
those who do observe the day religiously would 
say so; and any who are not conscientious in 
their observance of the day would, in order to es
cape the penalty, declare that they observed it 
ioligl.ously. And so whether or no.t a person were 

cleared would depend upon the testimony of men 
who might have bitter prejudice toward him. 

We believe that every thoughtful, candid indi
vidual can see that to work for this petition is to 
work directly for as wicked a persecution as ever 
existed on earth. Let those who see this point 
use all their energy in setting the light clearly 
before others, in order that they may not be de
ceived by the specious arguments of those who 
are working for the Sunday law. To every in
dividual that petition will be presented, and many 
will be misled by its outward pretention to justice 
and of caring for the rights of a minority, un
aware that in this very concession is the strongest 
proof of the wicked character of the proposed 
law. E. J. w. 

The Edmunds Resolution. 

THE SENTINEL has said considerable during 
the past year about the proposed amendment to 
the national Constitution establishing instruction 
in the prbciples of the Christian religion in all 
the public schools in the nation. The last few 
numbers have contained an argument made by 
one of the editors of ·the SENTINEL before the 
Committee on Education and Labor in opposition 
to that resolution. When the next Congress 
shall assemble, there will be a powerful effort 
made to secure the introduction of a resolution 
embodying the doctrines proposed in that; but in 
what shape the matter will be presented, it is of 
course impossible in advance to tell. The forces 
are being rallied, the different views are being 
brought together as much as possible, and the 
people cannot be too wide-awake nor too dili
gently engaged in the study of the subject, nor 
can there be too prompt action in opposing the 
movement. The Blair resolution is not the only 
one that is advocated. There is apother called 
the "Edmunds Resolution," so called because it 
was framed and presented by Senator Edmunds, 
of Vermont. 

The history of the Edmunds resolution is this, 
to begin at the beginning of the subject: April 
19, 1870, Hon. S. S. Burdette, of Missouri, pro
posed an amendment to the United States Con
stitution upon this subject, reading as follows:-

" SEC'l'ION 1. No State or municipal corporation 
within any State of the United States shall levy or 
collect any tax for the support or aid of any sectarian 
denominational, or religious school or educational es~ 
tablishment; nor shall the legislature of any State, 
or the corporate authorities of any municipality 
within any State, appropriate any money or make 
any donation from the public fund or property of 
such State or municipality for the support or aid of 
any sectarian, religious, or denominational schools or 
educational establishments. 

" SEc. 2. Congress shail have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation." 

It will be seen at a glance that this only pro· 
hibits State aid to denominational or religious 
school;> or establishments. It does not prohibit 
sectarian, religious, or denominational instruction 
in the public schools. It thus missed the mark 
so widely that it seems not to have been taken 
any notice of after its introduction. 

It was not long, however, before another step 
was taken. December 19, 1871, Ron, William 
M. Stewart, United States senator from Nevada 
proposed an .ammtdment to the national Constitu~ 
tion, reading as.follows ~-

"SECTION 1. There shall be ~aintained in each 
State and Territory a system of free common schools, 
but neither the United States nor any State., Territory, 
county, or municipal corporation, shall aid in the sup
port of any schools wherein the peculiar tenets of any 
denoll!ination are tau.ght. 

"SEC. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation." 

This proposition seems to have excited some 
public discussion. It was strongly disapproved 
by many on the ground that such a measure was 
"both unnecessary and misleading "-unneces
sary because no danger could arise in any State 
from such action ; and mischievous because it 
would onl:r tend to provoke a controversy which 
was uncalled for. NothinO' seems to have come 
of Mr. Stewart's propositio~ except the discussion 
referred to. 

Nothing more was done for four years. Then, 
however, December 14, 1875, Hon. James G. 
Blain~, then a member of the Honse of Repre
sentatiVes, proposed an amendment, as follows: 

ARTICLE XVI. 

. "No State shall make any law respecting an estab
lishment of a religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; and no money raised by taxation in any 
State for the support of public schools or derived from 
any public fund therefor, shall ever b~ under the con
tr?l of any religious sect, nor shall any money so 
:msed or land so devoted be divided between relig
Jous sects or denominations." 

August 4, 1876, Mr. Blaine's resolution was 
reported back from the Judiciary Committee 
wtth two slight additions, one, of the words 
" or denomination " following the word " sect" 
in the second clause, and the other a sentence 
at the end, saying, "This article shall not 
vest, enlarge, or diminish legislative. power in 
Congress. " 

It will be seen that Mr. Blaine's resolution 
goes a step further than either of the ones which 
preceded it, in that it embodies in its first clause 
the substance of the first amendment to the Con
stitution of the United States, prohibiting any 
State making any law respecting an establishment 
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereo£ 
As for the rest of his resolution, it is in substance 
the same as the other two, simply sayin()' that no 
public money raised by taxation or derhred from 
public funds for the support of public schools 
should ever be under the control of any religious 
sect or divided amongst religious sects or denomi
nations. It doe~ not prohibit the teachin()' of re
ligion in the public schools, nor does it ;rohibit 
~he use of. pu?lic money·for the support of relig
IOUS teachmg m the public schools. Therefore, as 
for any real value in that resolution, there was 
none except in its first clause. 

Yet, it was adopted by the House of Repre
sentatives after brief debate, by vote of' 180 yeas 
t? 7 nays, with 98 not voting. The resolution 
then went to the Senate, and, August 7, was re
fe,:red to the Senat~ c;ommi:tee on the Judiciary, 
w1th several substltut;es whrch had been offered 
for it. Two days later, August 9, Senator Ed
munds, of the Judiciary Committee, reported back 
the joint resolution with an amendment wllich 
was in fact a substitute, reading as follows :-

ARTICLE XVI. 

"No State shall make any law respecting an es
tablishment of religion or prohibiting the free exer
cise thereof, and no religious test shall ever be re
quired as a qualification to any office of public trust 
under any State. No public property, and no public 
revenue of, nor any loan of credit by or under the au
t~o~ty of the "£!~ited States, ~r any State, T~rritory, 
d1stnct, or mumc1pal corporatiOn, shall be appropri
ated to, or made, or used for, the support of any school 
educational or other insti~utip;rt, u11der the control of 
any religious, or anti-religi~us, · organization or 
wherein the particular creed or tenets ofanyreli;iow 
or anti-religious sect, organization, or denomin~ion 
shall be taught. And no such particular creed o; 
tenet shall be read or taught in any school or institu
tion supported in whole or in part by such revenue 
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or loan of credit ; and no such appropriation or loan 
of credit shall be made to any religious or anti-relig
ious sect, organization, or denomination, or promote 
its interests or tenets. This article shall not be con
strued to prohibit the reading of the Bible in any 
school or institution; and it shall not have the effect 
to impair rights of property already vested. 

"SEo. 2. Congress shall have power, by appro
priate legislation, to provide for the prevention or 
punishment of violations of this article." 

August 11 this substitute was accepted for the 
House resolution by a vote of 27 to 15. August 
14 the substitute was brought to vote upon its 
adoption. The vote stood 28 yeas to 16 nays. 
But as it. requires a majority of two-thirds to 
adopt such a resolution, and as the vote fell two 
short of being two-thirds, the resolution was lost. 
This is the Edmunds amendment, and this is its 
history. And that was the last effort to amend 
the Constitution until May 25, 1888, when Sen
ator Blair introduced his. And, as stated at the 
beginning, the Edmunds amendment is being ad
vocated for introduction at the next Congress as 
well as the Blair amendment. 

We have not space here to discuss the merit of 
the Edmunds resolution; we can only say now 
that it is an excellent illustration of bow not to 
to say it, and leave the .fuller discussion of it 
until our next. A. T. J. 

An Unimpassioned Statement-of ·-the 
Case. 

WE commend to our readers the. following can
did and unimpassioned statement, by the Signs 
of the Times, of the reasons why it cannot co
operate with the Prohibition party and with the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. The rea
sons given are sound, and the second prevails 
with thousands of honest people in all denom
inations and in all parts of the country. The 
Signs says :-

This paper has from its very inception to the 
present time been an advocate of the prohibition 
of the liquor traffic; and, knowing this, some of 
our friends are unable to understand why we do 
not support the Prohibition party; and some have 
gone so far as to deny that we are in favor of pro
hibition at all because we do not co-operate in all 
things with those who have taken that name. 
'V e wish now to state our position so plainly that 
none can fail to understand it. 

There are two reasons why we cannot and do 
not support the Prohibition party, though we ad
vocate prohibition. The first of' these reasons is, 
the Signs of the Times is not a political nor a 
party paper. vVe advocate only principles; the 
support of men and measures we, from the very 
nature of the case, leave to papers published for 
that purpose. In this we do not differ materially 
from the majority of religious papers. · 

Our second reason for not supporting the Pro
hibition party is that, whereas it advocates pro
hibition, in which we believe, it also advoc,ates 
some things in which we do not believe. A single 
plank from the platform recently adopted by some 
six hundred delegates of the party assembled in 
convention in Pittsburg, 'Pa., will serve as an il
lustration. The plank is as follows:-

" Third-The Sabbath must be preserved by the due 
enforcement of existing laws and the speedy enact~ 
ment of such additional legislation as may be neces
sary to insure its due observance." 

We cannot conscientiously give our support, nor 
even our tacit consent, to this plank .. The Sabbath 
is a religious institution, and its observance is an 
act of wor~hip; its legal enforcement is, therefore, 

the legal enfbrcement of religion, and that is 
foreign alike to the spirit of real Christianity and 
to our free institutions. In all matters of religion 
man is responsible alone to his God, and when 
the State attempts to interfere in any way in such 
matters it usurps the place and prerogatives of 
God., The tendency of Sunday laws is to destroy 
that sense of personal responsibility to God which 
is the basis of all true religion, and in the very 
nature of the case, under them, men learn to look 
not to God to know their duty toward him, but 
to the State. 

Again, Sabbath laws are unjust. All do not 
regard the same day as sacred, nor do all agree 
upon the degree of sacredness which attaches to 
any particular day. It is manifestly unju~t to 
compel the man who has kept Saturday, as many 
do, to keep Sunday also. To say the very least, 
the fourth commandment gives permission to all 
to labor six days, and certainly the man who has 
observed the seventh day according to the plain 
letter of that commandment has a divine right to 
work on the other six days; and not only so but 
he l1as a right to do any sort of work, or to follow 
any sort of business, which it would be right and 
proper for a Christian to do or follow upon any 
other day, always remembering the golden rule, to 
do as he would be done by. We should always 
he considerate of the rights and feelings of others, 
but this is just as obligatory upon one as upon 
another. 

But obedience'to the golden rule would defeat 
all Sunday laws, unless it might be useless pro
vision requiring those to rest upon that day who 
want to do so. Certainly it is not doing to others 
as we would have them do to us, to require them 
to observe religious institutions in which they 
have no faith. If Christians, because they happen 
to be in the majority, have a right to require un
believers to act one day in the week as though 
they believed, it follows that were the majority 
on the other side the unbelievers would have the 
right to require Christians to act, at least occa
sionally, as thougl1 they were infidels. But God 
has never given any such authority to anybody. 
The words of our Saviour, "Render therefore 
unto Cmsar the things which are Cmsar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's," have for
ever separated civil and religious duties and left 
the State without the vestige of an excuse for in
terfering in matters of religion. 

The Sunday law of Pennsylvania is particularly 
objectionable because that under it conscientious 
Christian men have been, and may still be, fined 
and imprisoned for doing ordinary labor on the 
first day 'of the week after having religiously kept 
the seventh day. But the Prohibition party in 
tl1at State not only favors the strict enforcement 
of that law, but demands tlw passage of still more 
stringent laws. Such a demand is neither Chris
tian nor patriotic, and we certainly cannot join in 
it nor give it our sanction in any way. But even 
if the law did exempt from its provisions those 
who observe the day specified in the fourth com
mandment, we could not indorse it nor assent 
that it was right. It is a question which the 
State has no right to touch, nor can it do so with
out establishing a precedent most dangerous tore
ligious liberty and to freedom of conscience. We 
have no quarrel with the Prohibition party so 
long as it confines .itself to its legitimate work, 
and we stand aloof from that party, not that we 
love prohibition less, but that we love God and 
freedom to worship him according to the dictates 
of our own consciences more. 

Papal Protestantism; 

THE question of the Bible in the public schools 
has lately caused considerable discussion in De
troit. One preacher of that city, Rev. James 
M. Henderson, says on the subject:-:-

" I am in favor of introducing the Bible into the pub
lic schools. The Bible, as the standard of Protestant 
religion, should be retained, and Catholics whose 
children attend our public schools should accept onr 
Protestant Bible. I do not believe that any Catholic 
is ever willing to have as the basis of the religious 
training of his children the Protestant Bible, but the 
Catholic children usually attend Catholic schools. 
Parents of children who do attend our public schools 
should accept our Protestant Bible without sectarian 
comment." 

This shows the real purpose of the effort being 
made all over the land, and even in the religious 
attack made upon the national Constitution. It 
is simply to have the State establish the Protest
ant religion and enforce upon everybody the 
dictates ofthe Protestant church rulers. 

Another preacher, Rev. Joseph vV. Blanchard, 
sets forth the same doctrine in these words:-

"The public school should suit the majority, as this 
is a country where majorities rule. The majority of 
the people of this country are Christians, therefore 
the majority should rule. There ought to be Chris
tian teaching in the public schools. The Bible should 
be read without note or comment, and the simple 
fundamental principles of Christianity taught." 

It is true that he uses only the terms Christian 
and Christianity to describe the religious teach
ing which they propose to force upon others; but 
he means only Protestant Christian teaching and 
Protestant Christianity. But it might not prove 
so in the end. Protestants might be in the mi
nority in a little while, then it is probable that the 
Roman Catholics would be in the majority-it 
is so already in about a dozen of tl1e States-and 
if the Catholic majority should force the reading 
of the Catholic Bible and Catholic instruction 
upon all the rest of the people at the public ex
pense, that would probably put another face upon· 
the matter. If some way could be invented by 
which these particular individuals could be com
pelled• to take some of their own medicine ad
ministered by Roman Catholics, it would be an 
excellent thing. It might be possible in that way 
to reach their reason. 

Rev. F. Grenell sees the matter in a much 
better light, and says:-

" Right is not decided by majorities, even though 
the majority be right." 

Yet how fast this wicked principle of majority 
rule in matters of religion and the conscience, is 
growing. But this question "is not a question of 
majorities or minorities, for if the conscience of 
the majority is to be the standard, then there is 
no such thing as right of conscience at all. It is 
against the predominance and power of majori
ties that the rights of conscience are protected, 
and have need to be." And those who call them
selves Protestants are not the only people in the 
world who have a conscience. A. T. J. 

God Has Drawn the Line. 

SECRETARIES GAULT and GRAY, of the Ameri
can Sabbath Union, do not believe that as a politi
cal maxim, governments derive their just powers 
from the consent of the governed." This statement 
is quoted and indorsed by the Christian Statesman, 
official organ of theN ational Reform Association. 
vVemay ask, From whom do these gentlemen be
lieve that these powers are derived? They an
swer, "From God:" Very well; then they must 
be believers in the divine right of kings and rulers, 
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and that whosoever rebels against governmental 
authority, rebels against God. If this is true, 
then they must believe that our government has 
no right to exist, for it is the outcome of a rebell
ion. But say they, We do not believe that the pow
ers that be are ordained of God to such an extent 
that men ought never to rebel against them; but 
that when the power of the government is exerteq 
unjustly men have the right to rebel. When 
they make this admission they surrender the 
whole ground, for if God has not delegated . to 
the rulers of earth absolute power over their sub
jects in all things, then he has drawn the line 
somewhere. This he has done in the words, 
"Render therefore unto Coosar the things which 
are Coosar's; and unto God the things that are 
God's," thus reserving unto himself the things 
pertaining to him, and delegating to man the regu· 
lation of those things pertaining to man. 

H. H. FrsiiER. 

National Reform Infidelity. 

WE have just chanced to pick up an old copy 
of the Oltristian Statesman, the issue of July 7, 
1887, in which there is an article entitled, "The 
Bible in our Public Schools." This article is re
ferred to editorially as " a masterly article ; " and 
therefore whatever statements are contained in it 
may be considered as voicing the views of the 
Statesman and of its party. vVe have not time 
or space at present to review the article as a 
whole, but simply call attention to the following 
paragraph, under the sub-head, "Historical Value 
of the Bible." The writer says:-

"There is another aspect of this subject which seems 
to be generally overlooked, viz., Is the use ·of the Bible 
in our public schools entirely and exclusively a rel·igiou8 
question?-! think not. Ought the Bible to be used 
as a text-book ?-Most decidedly I think it ought, and 
for these reasons: Viewed simply as literature the Bi
ble is a collection of valuable ancient manuscripts 
coming to us from a most respectable source-natural 
~tnd national history, poetry, biography, axiomatic 
philosophy, etc. Are not the histories of the an
cient giants and Noah, of Nimrod and of Babel, of 
Abraham, Jacob, David, and Daniel as good secular 
history as anything collected from ancient sources by 
Rollin, Rawlinson, and La yard? Is not the poetry of 
the book of Psalms, and Job, and Isaiah, quite as good 
as that contained in the works written by Homer and 
Virgil? Are not the biblical narratives associated 
with Nineveh, Damascus, and Memphis, with Hebron 
and Jerusalem, quite as valuable secular truth as any
thing recorded elsewhere about Sparta o: Athens, 
Rome or Carthage? The earthquake of Lisbon was 
not a more real and historical event than that pre
vious earthquake by which Korah, Dathan, and Abi
ram were engulfed; the volcanic overthrow of Sodom 
in the vale of Siddim is quite as good secular history 
as is the overthrow of Pompeii in the neighborhood 
of Mount Vesuvius; Robin Hood and his "merrie 
men " outlawed in the forest, .or Rob Roy in his 
Highland cave with his classman, is a story not a whit 
more natural or secular than David in the cave of 
Adullam ; the ethics of Solomon are quite as valuable 
in a purely terrestrial sense as anything that comes to 
us from Socrates or Plato; the voyages of Solomon's 
fleet, and the voyage of Paul from C::esarea to Rome 
by way of Malta, were events quite as instructive from. 
a secular point of view as the voyages of the ancient 
Argonauts, Carthagenians, or Phcenicians, or of the 
Puritan Pilgrims across the Atlantic. The God of 
Sinai is quite as respectable (and probably quite as 
real) as any deity of Olympus; and the religious cere
monies of tbe tabernacle hJ. the wilderness, as the 
temple on Moriah, form as real history and quiU;i as 
good secular morals. as anything religious e1panating 
either from Egypt or from regions called classic. All 
the biblical narratives (I wish to emphasize) are gen
uine secular history in, these senses, viz., the events 
occurred on earth; the actors and writers were real 
men and womeii; thpse events, those facts; those 
'literary prolll;lctions, ~l\'O~e religious ceremonies, oc-

curred during certain secular periods within certain 
geographical limits, and are not to be relegated to the 
transcendental and prehistoric regions of the iegen
dary and mythical. Nay, I fearlessly assert that the 
story of Jesus of Nazareth is, in the proper sense, as 
good secular history as that of Julius Coosar, or Ghen
gis Khan, or Napoleon; and the apostolic narrative 
called the Acts, as any. extant chronicles of the Hep
tarchy or history of the Plantagenets." 

Just think of it, the Bible placed on a level 
with secular history, and declared to be secular 
history ! the overthrow of Sodom and Gomor
rah compared to the overtluow of Pompeii I 
Robin Hood compared with David! the Prov
erbs of Solomon compared with the sayings of 
Socrates and Plato ! and to crown all, the 
blasphemous comparison of the God of Sinai 
with the deities of Olympus, and he placed on a 
level with them! and the incomparable story 
of Jesus of Nazareth compared with Julius 
Coosar, Ghengis Khan, and Napoleon! We say 
that such comparisons are simply blasphemous ; 
and no one who has any respect for sacred his
tory will dissent from the statement. There is 
no likeness whatever between the biblical narra
tive and the tales of secular writers, except that 
they were real occurrences. But this point we 
would emphasize, and that is that, apart from the 
religious features of it, the historical narrative has 
no point wl1atever. The simplest historical state
ments of the Old Testament were written by in
spiration of God as much as the highest flights of 
Isaiah or Ezekiel. They are written for the spir
itual encouragment and the moral upbuilding of 
those who read them ; and they derive their 
whole force and importance from their religious 
character. To teach them as mere secular his
tory is to lose sight of the real object of them. 
Nay, more, it is to lower the Bible to the level of 
human productions. 

'Ve know that a great deal is said about the 
necessity of a knowledge of Old Testament his
tory in order to a liberal education. But we af
firm that one might as well not study the Bible 
at all as to study it from a mere secular stand
point.· The Jewish nation was not a vast one; 
they were, as Moses said, "the fewest of all peo
ple." Their territory was exceedingly small, and 
their place in the history of the world is exceed
ingly insignificant, if we separate it from the vital 
religious truths that their history is designed to 
convey. Looking at it from the standpoint of 
inspiration and religion, their history is the most 
important. of all history; and the Bible narrative 
is the key which unlocks all history; and the Bi
ble is the point from which the study of all his
tory should begin; but divorced from religion it 
means nothing whatever. 

It would be utterly impost!ible for anyone to 
bring a stronger charge against the movement to 
teach the B1ble in the public schools than is af
forded in the paragraph above quoted. The ad
vocates of that movement may style its opposers 
infidels if they choose; but in the face of such a 
lowering of the divine word, and of such secular
izing on the Bible, we think that all thoughtful 
Christians -will unite with us in saying that the 
movement is an infidel movement from beginning 
to end ; and that the success of the National Re
form movement to have the Bible taught in the 
public schools would mark the inauguration of a 
period of infidelit)l,tlhatGlllluld .find no parallel out
side of Franclriir·tlnf'iifn~ of the~revolution. In 
the face of articles that show such an utter igno
rance of the true character of the Bible, so light a 
regard. tor it as to compare it, not simply with 
secular history, but with the narratives of fiction, 

we think we are justified in declaring the so
called National Reform movement to be not 
Christian, but infidel and atheistic in its tend
ency. Let the National Reformers clear them-
selves from this charge if they can. E. J. w. 

The Commonwealth of Souls! 

THE Christian Statesman of July 4, 1889, says 
that:-

" The moral and religious needs of the army and 
11avy of the United States have been brought before 
several church courts within a year or two, and ac
tion has been taken looking to-

" 1. The appointment of chaplains in such numbers 
as to provide for every post occupied by troops. 

"2. A movement to secure the convocation ofthe 
chaplitins in annual session for conference about their 
work, and for devising new and improved methods. 

"3. The setting apart of the Sabbath on or immedi
ately preceding the Fourth of July as Army and 
Navy Day, on which one service, at least, will be held 
in connection with that patriotic occasion, when spe
cial prayers shall be offered, and the attention of the 
congregations called to the duty of the church toward 
the naval and military forces of the country, which 
are maintained for the supremacy of authority and 
defense of our orders, who, by the manner of life re
quired in the service of their country, imperil both 
soul and body for the common good. 

"4. That gambling be prohibited in the army and 
the navy. 

"5. That the use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage 
be prohibited. 

" 6. That the rights of Christian officers and men to 
a conscientious observance of the holy Sabbath be. 
guaranteed against invasion by superiors in requiring 
any duty not exigent and unavoidable. 

"7. Thata commission of five, with a corresponding 
secretary, be appointed to co-operate with like com
missions from other churches in obtaining, as soon as 
possible, the legislation necessary to secure the above
mentioned improvement in the moral and religious 
condition of our soldiers and marines ; and also to 
act as a board to examine ·and recommend for ap
pointment to the position of chaplain, such ministers 
as may apply for such position." 

When the legislation necessary to secure all 
that has been adopted, then, how far will the 
country be from a union of Church and State? 
How far from a church domination in civil af~ 
fairs? But beside all this, whoever before heard 
of any man'ii! imperiling l1is soul for the public 
good ? 'What good can any man do to the public 
by imperiling his soul ten thousand times? A 
man cannot do the public, nor himself, nor any
one else, any good by imperiling his soul. He can 
do only harm to himself, and, perhaps indirectly 
by his influence, to others. A man cannot im
peril his soul except in the WIJ.Y of sin, and sin 
never can be for the common good, nor any other 
kind of good. 

Sin. is the only tlling that can ever imperil 
anybody's soul. Suppose then that the common
wealth of souls were imperiled, and for the com
mon goodofsouls themen in thearmyand navy, 
one and all, by some masterly stroke of sin, im
peril their souls for the common good; what pos
sible benefit could ever that be to any soul? It 
would only the more certainly imperil the souls 
of those who did it. 

But all this is consistent with the National Re• 
form idea of the oneness of moral and civil things. 
Civil.,government is for the common good. If 
a man can imperil his soul for the common good, 
it must be that the souls, of J',Ilen are a part of the 
commonwealth, and'Wmh iinJO'lle" sees the com
monwealth of souls in danger he shall imperil his 
for the common good I Did such wild nonsense 
ever get into the brain of anybody hut a National 
Reformer? ·, A. T. ;r. 
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A Fatal Alliance. 

THE zealous sectarians of ·washington Territory 
have been unusually active in procuring signa
tures to petitions asking the Legislature in session 
at Olympia to pass laws exempting church prop
erty from taxation. This was one of the impor
tant questions before the people during our recent 
visit to the upper country. The position of all 
Jewish-American citizens on this subject is well 
known. .They are unflinching opponents of any 
alliance between Church and State, since history 
teaches that all such alliances have been fatal to 
};ndividual rights and the liberty of the people. 
This is strikingly illustrated in the history of 
Italy, of Spain, and of Mexico, and of other coun
tries. The colonies of America under' English 
rule give further proof of tl1e danger of an al
liance of Church and State. The dominant sect, 
taking advantage of this union of the civil and 
the ecclesiastical law, persecuted the minor sects, 
and did not hesitate to inflict torture upon all who 
dissented from the ruling sect. The colonies but 
followed the cruel, remorseless code of religious 
Europe, both before and after the Reformation. 

"With these facts before us, we deemed it our 
bounden duty to oppose, with all the influence at 
our command, the scheme of the various sects tlmt 
sou@ht to accomplish a result which we know 
would be a virtual union of Church and State in 
W ashi!lgton Territory, so far as the non-taxation-of 
church property is concerned. We delivered an 
address on the subject before a mixed audience iu 
the U nitariau Church at Tacoma, which seemed 
to re'lilect the views of the liberal and enlightened 
portion of the community. The Unitarians and 
other liberal-minded Christian sects are, like 
ourselves, the avowed opponents of' the marriage 
of Church and State, ~s are that great body of 
citizens who, while deeply religious by nature, are 
not communicants of any church. Conspicuous 
among our best and noblest frienus at Tacoma as 
a resolute opponent of Church and State alliance, 
is Rev. Mr. Copeland, pastor of the Unitarian 
Church of that city. The reverend gentleman 
has the courage o£ his convictions, and on the 
pointtmder discussion his intelligent congregation 
heartilr coincide with him. 

Underlying this important subject are some 
fundamental truths which should not be forgotten, 
and which, kept constantl:y in view, are bulwarks 
to strengthen citizens in their d~ty towards the 
State. Under our republican system of govern
ment the observance of religion is purely a private 
act, and the Constitution of the United States 
solemnly prohibits all interference on the part of 
the State as to the manner in )Vhich each citizen 
may worship according to the dictates of his 
conscience. All church property, under the real 
letter and spirit of the national Constitution, is 
private property, and should be taxed like any 
other private property. The church must pay for 
protection like the citizen. It is manifestly un
just and un'constitutional that a vast religious cor
poration, owning millions of dollars worth of real 
estate, with costly temples thereon, in the heart 
of great cities, should go untaxed, wJ1ile the house 
and lot of the humble carpenter, shoemaker, tailor, 
or other tradesman, are taxed to the cent. In 
some States this crying injustice is still perpe
trated in defiance -of; tlmr n:itional Constitution, ' 
but fortunately California is not burdened with 
this relic of barbarism still existing hFother com
monwealths of the Union. The American people 
.have shattered the fetters and chains forged by 

priests and kings to keep mankind in bondage of 
mental and moral degradation, but alas ! there 
still exists among certain sects in this country an 
evil and lurking spirit that would again gladly 
welcome a fatal union of Church and State. To 
carry on a peaceful, unending war against this 
evil spirit of sectarian fanaticism, until it is edu
cated to obey the civil power, is the sacred duty 
of all true lovers of civil and religious liberty.
Jewish Times. 

Hear" The_:Church Union.,. 

IN the August issue of the above paper we 
read the following: "The Russian Government 
seems to favor church union, and manifests the 
same in its own autocratic way. In that country 
it shall be the 'Greek ' Church or nothing. NQ 
other is permitted to have a secure footing. 
Only the other day the Lutherans numbered 
many thousands (twenty, we are informed), who 
had long worshiped within the empire of the 
czar; and now they are prohibited. Their fat~ 
is, however, · that of all the other evangelical 
people who are of a like citi?>enship, and who' re
fuse to acknowledge the ecclesiastical headship 
of the reigning monarch. 

" Whilst we do, of course, condemn this 'he
roic' surgery, even in.a cause the principle of 
which is sound-a surgery to which freemen 
would never submit-[Why not, if the principle 
be sound?] yet we have been sometimes tempted 
to wish that there were some authority the ra
tional exercise of which would render impossible 
the further continuance of useless donominations 
of Christian believers, or the needless formation 
of new ones in the future! Meanwhile, in the 
absence of such a power, the appeal must be 
made to that piety in the churches which will 
not forever allow bigotry to get the better of 
sober thoughtfulness." 
· The above article, if submitted to the pope, 

would secure his eager approbation, and at the 
earliest hour possible he would be glad to favor 
the friends of "The Church Union" by using 
such "authority" as "would render impossible 
the. further continuance" and "formation " of 
Protestant denominations. Then, friends, after 
having been forced to unite with the Roman 
Catholic Church, your yearning after "Church 
Union" would be satisfied, we presume, and per
haps you, in anticipation, date the· millennium 
from that event. Or is it possible that we mis
understand? for another version of the above 
would be, that the only objection you. have to 
the Russian tyrannical attempts at church union, 
"the principle of which is sound" (! ?), is the ac
cidental fact that it is the Russian Government 
in the enviable posi~iou of "power " and "p.uthor
ity," and not the supporters of "The Church 
Union," whoever they may be. Excuse. us for 
misunderstanding; but you should speak plainer. 
Or do you find it advisable to wear the sheep's 
clothing? "Meanwhile, " may God, in his in
finite mercy, continue " the absence of such a 
power" from our beloved country, f()r its presence 
would mark his just wrath over our sins. In
clude tl1i.s petition in your prayer, dear reader, 
the more so since such "piety in the churches " 
is already "bigotry, " and not "sober thought
fulness. "---A. M., in J..rJJi,h@'l1i:Jino Witness, Sept. 7. 

c . iJ '1•' •• ,, •;' '·!IU uJ , 
" I CHARGE thee therefore before God, .~nd the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and his · kingdom, 
preach the word." 

----·---., 
Church and State. 

THE New Mexi.co constitutional convention, 
now in session at Santa Fe, has been addressed in 
an open letter by Archbishop Salpointe, defining 
the Roman Catholic position on education, and 
appealing to the convention to shape the new 
constitution in accordance with it. If the request 
should be acceeded to, the constitution of New 
Mexico would be radically different from that of 
any existing constitution in the United States, 
either State or territbrial, says the Denver News. 
It would be a radical innovation upon the spirit 
of the national organic law, and upon the prac-. 
tice of the respective titates. The archbishop 
wants an association of -church and State, by 
which the State shall provide for religious 
instructions in the public schools, to be supported 
from the school fund, supplemented by general 
taxation. He cites the Canadian and European 
plans to illustrate his meaning. The proposition 
is deadly to a principle that underlies this fi·ee 
government, and that is essential to its perpetuity. 
The alliance of Church and State it contemplates 
is unfavorable to civil liberty and to spiritual 
progress. Our present system has worked for 
more than a century with better results than any 
other known to history. Would it he wise to 
transform the government in a matter of vital 
importance by borrowing an educational system 
from Canada or from Europe? The Canadian 
method has pitted one province of the dominion 
against the rest in a war of treasonable bigotry 
and religious hate. What European country do 
we care to select as an example in this particu
lar? Are not the superior advantages of the 
United States in giving humanity a chance con
ceded by the oppressed of every land? Does 
not the flow of immigration, aggregating more 
than seven millions, affirmatively answer the 
question? 'Vhy, then, seek a radical change in 
the government? Will anyone question that 
the archbishop asks- for a fundamental change? 
There is no better authority on this point than 
Judge Cooley, who, in his "Constitution Limita
tions," enumerates among those things which are 
not lawful under any of the American institu
tions, " the compulsory support, by taxation or 

c otherwise, of religious instruction. Not only is 
no one denomination to be favored at the expense 
of the rest, but all support of religious instruc
tion must be entirely voluntary." 

With such a revolution backward as Arch
bishop Salpointe would provide for in the consti
tution of New Mexico, the territory would not 
stand one-half the chance of getting into the 
Union that Utah would, with polygamy in its 
most rampart stage; and what is more, the admis
sian ofUtah witl1 polygamy would not involve a 
tithe of the danger to the nation that would be 
inseparable from the archbishop's proposition, 
should it be adopted. This country has a moral 
force to overcome polygamy in a single common
wealth, but the sacrifice of the public-school sys
tem in only one State, by recognizing an alliance 
that has proved a blighting curse to the human 
race, would be an entering wedge that would 
stimulate a controversy of the most wretched 
kind that can afllict a people. The archbishop's 
idea is imported. It is not American) but is hos
ti!Efto American liberty. In the several consti
tutions lately adop~d by the northern Territories 
it is not heard of. 

Concessions have been made touching the pub· 
lie schools for neatly fifty years, and even now 
there is an overwhelming spirit of fairn~ss that ill 
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willing and anxious to protect the rights of all. 
But the line has been drawn against the first step 
that points against their disintegration and de
struction. Nine-tenths of the American people 
will sustain our system of popular education in
tact, and the proportion will never be diminished. 
Time, progress, and civilization are all with the 
majority in this case. 

The contest that has been plainly outlined on 
the school question involves alienations and an-

. tagonisms among the peop~ of a common coun
try, who have hitherto lived happily together 
and enjoyed a degree of prosperity unequaled in 
the annals of time. Under our common schools 

., ,pepples,ofmany nations and various creeds have 
bec0we Americans, brothers· in patriotism, sin
cerely respecting each other's ieligious convic
tions, but free from the most pitiable sentiment 
that ever dishonored manhood,-religious bigotry 
and narrow intolerance. Moreover, under this 
system, all forms of religion have evinced a vital
ity that they possess nowhere else. But the man~ 
date has gone forth that there must be strife. It 
is due to a force that in the interest of society 
has been repeatedly suppressed by leading nations, 
and that was once distinguished as a danger by 
the papal authority, a proposition that lasted for 
nearly forty years. The same force now controls 
the destinies of the church, and in undertaking 
to stem the tide of intellectual progress it has 
shattered Catholicism in Europe, aggravated the 
causes that turned Italy against the Vatican, and 
nearly fi·:tished the process of making France in
fidel. It now assumes to revolutionize this gov
ernment by a union of Church and State for 
educational purposes, a step in the direction of 
ecclesiastical ascendency.-Hoof and Horn,. the 
Stockman's Journal of Arizona. 

The Sunday Question. 

OPPOSITION to evil institutions because of their 
evil effects is, we think, a justifiable procedure ; 
but opposition to one institution in the spirit of 
rivalry for th~ purpose of proselyting to another, 
is on a par with the act of one individual trying 
to gain by causing another individtral to lose
attempting to climb up by pulling others down. 
But the phase of this subject which should stir to 
vigilance every truly .American citizen is the 
movement back of, and principal to, this Sunday 
reconnoissance, the Sunday-law movement being 
but the thin end of the union-of-State-and-Church 
wedge that is thus insidiously trying to get vant
age-ground in the nation ; a wedge that if al
lowed to enter in the least will split wide open 
this Union and baptize our now giorious country 
in the blood of civil war once more, as surely as 
Americans love liberty as much as they love life! 

The reason given by Dr. Crafts for closing thea
ters and saloons may be a good basis for ecclesi
astical law governing the church membership, but, 
as a reason for State interference, it is naught. 
To enact ·and enforce laws that have as their 
only or their chief object, directly or indirectly, 
proselytism, is to unite the functions of Church and 
State, making the latter subservient to the 
former at that, which is contrary to the principles 
of this republic and the spirit of this nation. 
If attendance at theaters and saloons on Sunday 
are crimes as man against man, then abate them 
by law for that reason; if the ·theaters and sa
loons are simply successful rivals of the churches, 
that is the· church's, and not the State's affair, 
and they sllOuld compete with these counter
attractions as best they can. 

Rev. W. D. Gray, secretary of the Missouri 
Sabbath Union, an auxiliary of the American 
Sabbath Union, defines the object of this organi
zation as follows :-

" I do not believe that governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, and 
so the object of thismovement [to secure Sunday leg
islation] is an effort to change that feature of the fun
damental law I" 

Is this not striking at the vitals of the republic? 
Is there no impending danger to our country 
when within is a powerful national association 
with auxiliaries in nearly every State plotting 
and working, confessedly, to "change that feat
ure of the fundamental law " which constitutes 
this a free country ? Destroy the American prin
ciple of "governments derive their just powers 
from the colll'Jent of the governed," and the chief 
corner-stone of the republic is destroyed, and in 
its place substituted the chief corner-stone of 
. monarchism, viz., "the divineright of kings;" 
and our hundred years' "experiment" will have 
proved a failure, to the great· delectation of the 
mo:carchists who have been prophesying that re
sult, and the hopes ofliberty-loving people every-
where will be blasted. ' 

Anarchism may tl1reaten us, but compared 
with the insidious National Reform foe, anarch
ism is simply lil\iputian. "No danger I" say 
many; but well do we remember the same-delu
sive assurance in 1860-611 

Let everyone who has at heart the perpetuity 
of the basic principles of our government, and 
the Uberties they vouchsafe alike to all loyal citi
zens, beware of being entrapped by this "Sabbath 
union" scheme of the State-church party. In
vestigate thoroughly before signing any petition, 
however innocent it may appear at a first super
ficial view. Remember that " eternal vigilance 
is the price {)f liberty." -Silver Gate, August 2-'t. 

Will They Compromise? 

THE California Prohibitionist argues thus in 
favor of a Sunday law :-

"To Prohibitionists, especially, should it commend 
itself, inasmclch as it grants us one-seventh of what 
we are after, and puts in our hands the necessary 
legal appliances for enforcement. That this is a great 
gain over the unrestricted reign of the saloon, not 
only in its direct results, but also in its indrrect influ
ence, as an example of the benefits of prohibition, 
admits of no question. We do not contend that Sun
day prohibition and Sunday rest is the end for which 
we should strive; but if we can secure it incidentally, 
we believe it will hasten the day of our final 
victory, and so prove a blessed factor in the advance
ment of sobriety and good government." 

·we_ do not see lmw Prohibitionists can take 
such ground as this. They very properly oppose 
high license on the ground that it is a compro
mise measure. Is not Sunday closing the saine? 
There is scarcely an argument used against high 
license which cannot be urged with equal force 
against Sunday closing of saloons. When it has 
once been introduced, those liquor sellers who are 
able to remain in the business are all in favor of 
high license because it gives them a monopoly of 
the business, and already some saloon men have 
declared in favor of Sunday closin8', for the reason 
that it gives them a day off each week without 
materially reducing their receipts. The most of 
those who want to drink. on Sund!ly will procure 
their liquor oti'Saturday if they know that they 
cannot get it on Sunday, and we would not be 
surprised to see erelong many of the liquor men 
wheeling into line for a Sunday law. ~ndeed, 
this has already been foreshadowed by the su8'-

gestion made in a Sunday-law convention in San 
Francisco, that the saloon keeper should "have 
a chance to rest on the Sabbath." 

Certainly, why not? And we have seen it 
· plainly stated by at least one Prohibitionist in a 

so-called Prohibition paper, that if the saloons 
would close on Sunday it would be about all that 
could be reasonably asked. 

A Peculiar Sabbath. 

·w. F. CRAFTS, field secretary of the AmetiJa,t 
Sabbath Union, who is traveling about the 
country establishing aux!Iiary State unions, has 
again visited Omaha to see what progress the 
society he established here t~o months ago is 
making. At the only meeting held by that 
org~nization, Bishop Worthington was elected 
temporary chairman and T. H. Taylor secretary. 
Since then the society has slept the sleep of the 
just . 

The national union has been in operation two 
years, and Mr. Crafts prides himself in having 
started auxiliary societies in nearly every State in 
the country. Some of the alleged evils he is 
fighting. are the running of Sunday trains, and 
the issuing of wicked Sunday-morning papers. 

Mr. Crafts endeavored to infuse a little life 
into ·the local organization at the Y. M. C. A. 
rooms at 3 P. M., and this evening he will deliver 
a lecturt;J at the same place on the proper observ
ance of the Christian Sabbath. No admission 
fee will be charged, but a collection will be taken 
up.-Omaha Bee, Sept. 25, 1889. 

IN discussing the Snnday-law question the 
California Prohibitionist says:-

" That the provisions of the proposed law may not 
oppress any who conscientiously and honestly ob
serve another day of the week as a day of rest, all 
such are to be excepted from its application. Under 
these circumstances it would certainly seem as though 
the movement were worthy of the support and co
operation of all good citizens." 

This is only to say that those who observe a 
day other than Sunday should join tl1ose who 
observe that day in forcing it upon those who 
have no religious regard l'or any day. But that 
would only be to violate the golden rule, for no 
man would wish to have another compel him to 
keep a day which he did not wish to observe and 
for which he had no feelings of reverence. The 
seventh-day observer who admits for a moment 
the propriety of a Sunday law with an exemption 
clause in his favor grants, though it may be un
wittingly, the right of the State to legislate upon 
the subject, and in so admitting gives his case 
away, for it is as plain as the noonday sun that 
if the State has the right to coerce the unbeliever 
and compel him to keep Sunday, it has the same 
right to require tbe same. thing of the Jew and 
the seventh-day Christian. 

THERE is merit in tl,w order of the Secretary 
of the Navy that hereafter when the flag of the 
nation is rai,sed at morn and lowered at sunset in 
the nation, the representatives of the navy pres
ent shall face the colors and salute, and if bands 
are on t,he ships they shall greet the flag with 
the music of national airs. These ceremonials 
are disciplinary, will daily renew the sentiment 
of the flag, and impress more and more deeply 
respect for the sy~bol;_,1l{11~2~ l.jperties, It must 
have, also, an impressive efl'ect upon lookers-on. 
It is a simple and proper observance, and that 
the salutation to the flag should have so fallen 
into disuse as to necessitate this new order, provca 
the need for it.-Sac~amento Daily Record- Union. 
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1 THE California Prohibitionwt, August 1, very 
wisely says:-

" If Cincinnati wants to settle the contest with the 
saloon in the easiest manner, let her close the saloons 
every day in the week as well as Sunday. There is 
no sense in allowing the traffic six days in which to 
get up muscle with which to 1ight the law on the 
seventh." 

·'-. fr~ <' 

~' TH~ Omaha, Neb., Bee, of September 25, has 
this item:-

" Rev. Wilbur Crafts, of New York, the travel· 
ing secretary of the New York branch of theY. M. 
C. A. , is in the city; and it was announced that he 
would deliver lectures yesterday afternoon and even· 
ing on the subject of ' Sabbath' Observance.' In 
both the afternoon and evening the attendance was 
so light that it was deemed best to postpone the lect· 
ure \_ndefinitely, which was done." 

REFERRING to the efforts of Italy to curb 
church interference in political matters, the Cath
olic Review says:-

"The new code consists of over four hundred ar
ticles, divided into three books, ofwhich the only im
portant ones are those which refer to the clergy and 
the church. These are intended to muzzle effectively 
the mouths of priests and bishops, and because of 
their sacerdotal powers deprive them of their rights 
as men and citizens. The code wiU do this very 
nicely, and the clergy will not even enjoy the melan
choly French privilege of writing letters. This gives 
immense satisfaction to the devil and the sectarian 
press of America, who cannot see with what success 
this code will one day be turned against themselves." 

This shows something of the feeling which 
exists in Italy; and. it also shows that it has 
grown out of the principle of ecclesiastical inter
ference in politics-the very evil which: is being 
so assiduously cultivated by so-called Protestants 
at the present time in our own country. 

REFERRING to the Sunday-law agitation, the 
California Prohibitionist says:-

" It must be borne in mind that this is not a relig
ious movement in itself, or disposed to establish a 
union of Church and State. It simply recognizes a 
benign natural law that one rest day in seven is nec
essary to the highest welfare of body and mind, and 
seeks to bring the laws of the State into harmony 
with t~1e natural law; not in order primarily that the 
cause of religion may be advanced, but that the citi
zen may be protected in his rights to a weekly cessa
tion from his life of toil, and that the character and 
power of his citizenship may be improved and 
strengthened by a regular day for recreation and self
improvement. The idea is that the State shall simply 
command a day of cessation from all public works 
except those of mercy and necessity. The manner in 
which the day shall be spent aside from the matter 
of labor, is to be left entirely to the individual con
science." 

If it be indeed true that this is not a religious 
movement, how comes it that the prime movers 

· in it are religionists? When have ministers as a 
class ever originated an'y movement in the inter
ests of either labor or health? Disguise the fact 
as they ntay, it is none the l~s true that with 
the prime movers for Sunday legislation the re
ligious charter of the day is the mainspring of 
al1tion. 'Vhat they want is not a day for rec-

reation in the general acceptation of the' word, 
but for religion; they think and say that when 
all the ordinary avenues of business and pleasure 
shall have been closed, the people will, to use 
their own words, "naturally gravitat() toward the 
churches." · 

THE Advance of August 29 says:-
" It will doubtless be a surprise to most of out read

ers to learn what immense sums the Roman Qatholics 
have been drawing ·from the national gover#tl\~ht for 
their Indian schools. The whole amount received by 
the Congregationalists for their schools among the 
Indians the past year was about $23,000. But the 
following 1igures, taken from the Dakota Catholic, 
show how much the Roman Catholics have received 
since 1884: 1884, $65,220 ; 1885, $113,614; 1886, $148,-
744; 1887, $214,760; 1888, $244,677; 1889, $344,545; 
and this coming year they expect to' draw $431,930. 
What would be the effect should the government 
wholly withhold its appropriations from all mission 
schools? This need not imply any hindrance put in 
the way of religious schools and missions sustained 
by the churches, nor that the government would be 
under any sort of obligation to employ as agents and 
teachers of Indians men and women who have no 
religion, or none to speak of." 

The suggestions so cautiously made by the A~ 
vance, that it would be better for the government 
to withhold all appropriations from mission schools, 
is a good one. The effect would be that the In
dians would get much more and better religious 
instruction than they do now. The best thing 
the government could do for the Indians would 
be to teach them the arts of civilization, and 
ailow those who have a teal burden for their 
spiritual welfare to teach them Christianity. 

A MAN named Conklin, whose :arrest in For
syth ·County, Ga., on a charge of Sabbath break
ing, was noted recently in Freethought, has 
just been tried, found guilty, and fined $25 and 
costs, which amount in all to $46.80. Conklin's 
offense was cutting wood on Sunday to cook a 
meal of victuals with. It was shown at this trial 
that all the people of that section are !J.CCustomed 
to work up their wood as they use it,"on Sunday 
or any other day, but Conklin is a Seventh-day 
Adventist. _He observes Saturday religiously,' 
and the neighbors thought that he was trying to 
displace the Sabbath of their forefathers, and 
therl3fore informed upon him and had him arrested. 
Conklin is described as a good and industrious 
citizen, who pays his honest debts and is respected 
by all as a man. It seems that works of neces
sity are allowable on Sunday in Georgia; that 
Conklin performed no other work than such as 
was admitted- by all to be necessary, but 'the 
State's attorneys took a purely religious view of 
the matter, and prosecuted him, not so much for 
his offense against the State as for being a 
Seventh-day Adventist.-Freethoug ht. 

THE Christian Statesman, of September 12, 
refers with ihe highest approbation to the pub
lished report of the suppression of a base-ball 
game at Hamilton, Ohio, on Sunday, August 25. 
It says, "The good example. should be widely 
published and everywhere imitated." We should 
like for some of the people who favor such actions 
as this to point out what there is about a base-ball 
game that is uncivil on Sunday any m<re than 

. on any other day. No one vretends that the 
' playing of a game of base-ball is uncivil in any 
.sense; It cannot be shown that it is in any way 
uncivil on Sunday, and it is not because of · 
any incivility in it that they propose to suppress 
it on Sunday.. No~ is this all; the playing of' 

base-ball is not even irreligious. It is true that 
men who are not religious play base~ball. It is 
equally true that men who are religious, and 
strictly so, can play base-ball and still be relig
ious. Then it is not because the playing of base
ball is either uncivil or irreligious that they pro
pose to suppress it on Sunday; it is soldy because 
Sunday is held by certain people to be:a religious 
day, and that it is to be devoted to religious exer
cises; and as the playing of base-ball is not a re
ligious exercise, therefore it is not consistent with 
the religious observance of a day. Consequently 
the only purpose of the enactment and enforce
ment of Sunday laws is to enforce the observance 
of it as a religious day. It is to compel people 
who are not religious to pay religious tribute to 
thbse who pretend ,to be religious. ·But if the 
government is to do this in one thing when it is 
demanded, why not in everything else as it may 
be demanded, and have a thorough-going union 
of Church and State at once. That will be the 
inevitable outcome of a national Sunday law. 

THERE is a conflict of opinion in this country 
as to whether the Sunday sermon or t~e Sunday 
n~wspaper is the most conducive to the mental 
health of the public, and as to which in the end will 
illustrate the inexorable law of "the survival of 
the fittest." As to the survival features of the 
question, I think the sermon and the ·sunday 
newspaper are here to stay, at least so long as in 
either case the thing is a paying speculation. 
The serious phase of the subject is that the 
preachers are attempting to suppress the Sunday 
paper on purely religious grounds, that is, that its 
publication is an enemy of the Christian Sabbath, 
because thousands find pleasure in reading the 
Sunday editions instead of going to church. 
The editors of the secular press think they have 
as much right to deliver their papers on Sunday 
as the preachers have to deliver their sermons. 
This is a matter of greater importance to all 
classes and all sects than it seems on its·face, for 
the reason that if the· ministers should succeed in 
suppressing Sunday newspapers, tlw suppres
sion of other great public necessities would follow, 
as, for instance, the street-cars, cable lines, ferry
boats, etc.-Jewish Times and Observer. 

LAsT April the field secretary of the American 
Sabbath Union wrote to the Chicago Advance 
these words :-

" The only defensible and practicable Sabbath re
form is that which uncompromisingly agitates for an 
impartial suppression of all Sunday work for gain, 
save works. of real necessity and mercy." 

Yet the American Sabbath Union is asking 
for a 'law which shall exempt, so far as ordinary 
work is cpncerned, those who observe a day other 
than Sunday. Is it not then, according to 
its neld secre~ary, asking fQI' a law which is 
both indefensible and impracticable? 
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As appears from ~he program, which we pub
lish elsewhere, for the meeting of the Evangel
ical Alliance to be held in Boston early in De
cember, considerable time is to be given to the 
discussion of the question of. Sunday legislation. 
All of Thursday is, it seems, to be devoted to 
this subject, and if we mistake not, something 
will he said on the same subject on \V ednes
day and Friday evenings. We shall watch the 
proceedings of the Alliance with interest. 

THE Catholics of New Mexico are very indig
nant because the new State conljtitution provides 
that public schools be maintained on a non
sectarian basis. In other words, they have got 
the American-Sabbath-Union ideas of religious 
despotism, and accordingly want their Roman 
creed taught in the State schools to ProtestantR 
and i.mbelievers alike-they certainly don't mean 
by "sectarian" that Protestantism shall be 
taught. But why don't they wait until Blair's 

. amendment to the U. S. Constitution carries. 
That will inaugurate the scheme on a legal basis, 
under which ·the children will be compelled to 
imbibe a corrupt State religion.-Moral and Sci
entific Companion. 

THE Christian Standard (Cincinnati) criticises 
the so-called American Sabbath Union thus:-

" It is unfortunate that so respectable an association, 
organized for the very laudable aim of securing 
proper Sunday observance, should have adopted a 
name suggestive of something both theologically and 
historically obsolete. It will be impossible to estab
iish prop('r Sunday obser~ance in the name or inter
est of Sabbatarianism, and the Union starts out heav
ily handicapped by its very title. Outsiders will be 
opposed to any Sunday legi~lation which is suspected 
of being urged in the interest of religion; while thou
sands of sincere Christians know that calling Sund;1y 
'the holy Sabbath' has no warrant whatever from 
Christ or his apostles. 

"There is nothing in the letter or Rpirit of Christian
ity which makes any honorable labor or innocent 
recreation of any day a sin for a Christian, or im
proper for an outsider. But since custom and law 
have united to set apart the first day of the week 
as a day of rest from secular employments, and since 
a weekly rest of this sort is good for man and beast
especially for the poor-both ChriAtians and philan~ 
thropists may and can, might and could, unite to 
secure 'legislation and organize a public sentiment 
which shall enforce such an observance of Sunday as 
will promote all good interests. It will never be 

done, however, by a 'Sabbath' Union, or 'Sabbath' 
Association, or 'Sabbath ' anything else. It is too 
suggestive of church interference with matters of State, 
and all sorts of suspicions will scent something." 

It is somewhat significant that the Standard 
does not express the opinion that "Christians and 
philanthropists" should unite in a demand for 
Sunday laws. Nobody doubts that they "can, 
might, and could," but the question is, Is it right 
for them to do it? We think not. 

The American Sabbath Union and 
Human Rights. 

IN Dr. Herrick Johnson's address before the 
American Sabbath Union, on the Sunday news
paper, as published in the March Monthly Doc
ument of that association, there are four proposi
tions laid down concerning the Sunday newspaper, 
the last of which we, shall give special notice. 
Quoting from an Illinois Supreme Court Report, 
lwsays:-

" Every individual has the right to the enjoyment of 
the Christian Sabbath without liability to annoyanee 
from the ordinary secular pursuits of life, except so far 
as they may be dictated by necessity or charity." 

This proposition is self~evident, and needs no 
discussion. No one would uphold it more stren
uously than would the editors of the Al\IERICAN 
SENTINEL. But there are some questions that 
we would' like to ask, to find out the idea of the 
Sunday-law advocates upon the subject of human 
rights. Suppose a man does not wish to exercise 
his right to rest on the first day of the week; 
what then? Must he be forced to exercise it? 
Will he be compelled to rest, whether he wishes 
to or not? If he is to be, then it is demonstrated 
that the law does ,not contemplate the protection 
of Sunday observance as a man's r·igltt, but the 
enforcement of it as a duty. Governments are 
organized for the protection of people's rights, not 
for the purpose of compelling them to exercise 
their rights, for it is cohsidered self-evident, as a 
law of nature, that no man ~vill need to be com
pelled to assert his own rights. 

Another point that should not be passed lightly 
by is this: How extensive an idea of human right 
have these Sunday-law advocates? Do they 
mean to imply that every man has a right to the 
enjoyment of a Sabbath rest whenever he chooses 
to take it, and on whatever day he chooses to rest? 
or do they mean to limit that right to a certain 
day? Do they mean that every man has a right 
to be protected in the enjoyment of rest only on 
Sunday? This we should infer from the propo
sition, which plainly implies that a person has no 
right to the undisturbed enjoyment of rest on any 
otlier day. If they say that a man has a right 
to the undisturbed enjoyment of rest on the sev
enth day of the week, then they deprive them
selves-of all argument for a Sunday law; and if 

they say that a man has not a right to rest upon 
Satiu·day, they thereby confess that their proposed 
law is a law against the rights of conscience; for 
it is well known that those people do conscien
tiously rest upon the s~venth day. This is just 
what they mean. 

That their movement for a National Snnday 
law is a movement to the effect that no one has 
any rights except those who keep Sunday, is evi
dent from the following. It has been. quoted 
many times before in the SENTINEL, and it doubt
less will be quoted many times again, unless 
National Reform Sunday-law advocates specific
ally repudiate it. It is from Dr. Edwards' speech 
at the New York National Reform Convention. 
He says:-

" \Vhat are the rights of the atheist? I would toler
ate him as I would a poor lunatic, for in my view he 
is scarcely sound. So long as he does not rave, so 
long as he is not dangerous, I would tolerate him. 
I would tolerate him as I would a conspirator." 

, And later he exclaims, " Tolerate atheism, sir? 
there is nothing out of hell that I would not tol
erate as soon.'' 

And what is Dr. Edwards' idea of an atheist? 
Following is his own statement, in the same 
lecture:-

"The atheist is a man who denies the being of a 
God and a future life. To him mind and matter 
are the same, and time is the be-all and the end-all 
of consciousness and of character. 

"The deist admits God, but denies that he has any 
such personal control over human affairs as we eall 
providence, or that he manifests himself and his will 
in a revelation. 

"The Jew admits God, providence, and revelation 
but rejects the entire scheme of gospel redemptio~ 
by Jesus ChriRt as sheer imagination, or-worse
sheer imposture. 

''The seventh-day Baptists believe in God and 
Christianity, and are conjoined with the other mem
bers ofthis class by the accident of differing with the 
mass of Christians upon the question of what precise 
day of the week shall be observed as holy. 

" These all are, for the occasion, and so far. as our 
amendment is concerned, one class. They use the ~ 
same arguments and the same tactics against us. 
They must be counted together, which we very much 
regret, but which we cannot help. The first-named 
is the leader in the discontent and in the outcry ,-the 
atheist, to whom nothing is higher or more sacred 
than inan, and nothing survives the tomb. It is his 
class. Its labors are almost wholly in his interest; 
its success would be almost wholly his triumph. The 
rest are adjuncts to him in this contest. They must 
be named from him ; they must be treated as for 
this question, one party." ' 

That is, the man wh? differs with the majority 
as to the exact day to be observed, the man who 
conscientiously observes the seve~1th day, because 
the Bible says so, instead of the first, conceming 
which the _Bible says nothing, is classed as an 
atheist; and it is plainly declared that an atheist 
is not to be tolerated, except as a lunatic would 
be tolerated. A lunatic is allowed to run at 
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large so long as he is quiet; but as soon as his 
mani~ takes an aggressive form, he is shut up. 
Dr. Edwards regards the keeping of the seventh 
day as evid~nce of an unsound mind. So long 
as the individual should say nothing about it, he 
might perhaps be considered a harmless lunatic ; 
but whenever the observer of the seventh day 
should begin to promulgate his faith, and openly 
teach others that the seventh day is the Sabbath, 
and persuade them to accept it, he would be rav
ing, and, therefore, would be shut up and treated 
as a conspirator. 

In the Ghristia.n Statesman of July 7, 1887, it 
is positively denied that atheists, among whom it 
will be remembered Christians who keep the sev
enth dai are classed, have "any reasonable claim 
to conscientious convictions and privileges at all." 
Thus it is plainly seen that the success of this 
National Sunday-law movement means the de
priving of a large number of the citizens of the 
United States or the rights of conscience. 

Let it be understood that whatever right any 
man has is bestowed upon him by God himsel£ 
Human rights are not bestowed by civil govern
ment. All that civil governments are instituted 
for is to protect men in the enjoyment of 1igllts 
which God has given them. The Declaration of 
Independence, which has justiy been called the 
charter of American liberties, declares that all 
men are created equal, and are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi
ness. This means that every individual is equal, 
with respect to the rights with which God has 
endowed him. Now, while we have heard Na-

, tional Reformers and the president of the Ameri
can Sabbath Union rail against the Constitution, 
we have never yet heard an American, or any 
other person, for that matter, find fault with the 
Declaration of ~ndependence. That document 
voiced a truth as sure as any statement of holy writ: 
God has given to every man the same right; if 
ninety-nine per cent. of the people in any country 
have a certain right, the other one per cent. have 
the same right. But the American Sabbath 
Union is organized for the express purpose of 
protecting one class in the enjoyment of certain 
rights, and the depriving of another class of the 
same rights. In· other words, it is organized for 
the express purpose of overthrowing the work 
done by the :6mnders of this government. It is 
distinctively un-American. Nothing is surer 
than that its work is the exact opposite of the 
work of the immortal framers of the Decl:tration 
of Independence; and therefore since their work 
was to secure to this lanJ perfect liberty, its work 
has for its sole object the overthrow of American 
liberty. It seems as though this demonstration 
must be clear to every individual. 

lt will be said that those who are thus dis
criminated against and deprived of equal rights 
with others are only a few. Thus Dr. Edwards, 
in the same speech from which we have quoted, 
said:-

" The parties whose conscience we are thus charged 
with troubling, taken altogethur, are but few in num
ber. This determines nothing as to who is right, but 
the Ja<)t remains, and is worthy of note, that, taken 
altogether, they amount to but~ small fraction of our 
citizenship. They m·e not even as many as those 
among us who do not speak the English language:" 

Mr. Crafts, in · his speech before the Senate 
Committee, spoke of " the one or two small sects 
of Christians who worship on Saturday." And. 
after speaking of the difficulties that arise in ex
empting them from the penalties of the Sunday 

law, contemptuously dismisses them in the follow
ing words:-

" Infinitely less harm is done by the usual policy, 
the only constitutional or sensible one, to let the in
significantly small minority of less than one in a hun
dred, whose religious convictions require them to 
rest on Saturday (unless their work is of a private 
character such as the law allows them to do on Sun
day), suffer the loss of qne day's wages rather than 
have the other ninety-nine suffer by the wrecking of 
the Sabbath by public business." 

Many times l1ave we heard Sunday-law lectur
ers pass the consideration of the fact that their 
law would cause seventh--day observers to suffer, 
with the statement that such people constitute only 
about seven-tenths of one per cent. of the popula
tion, and that therefore they were too insignifi
cant to be noticed. Perhaps they may think so ; 
but such expressions show that they do not under
stand what they are doing. It is· not a question 
of whether a few people who observe Saturday 
will be injured or not, but whether the govern
ment can afford to adopt the principle that minor
ities have no rigl1ts. If that principle is adopted, 
it will not be limited in its application to observ
ers of the seventh day. It may seem very fine 
for the majority on any question of opinion to de
cide that those who differ with them have no 
rights; but they should remember that majorities 
sometimes change. This question of Sunday law 
will determine whether a man's life or property 
is safe in this country. If the government lends 
itself to a scheme which will be unjust to a single 
individual, then nobody has any assurance that 
injustice will not be done him. If the rights of a 
few people may be trampled upon because they 
keep ihe seventh day, the rights of some other 
people may be trampled upon because they differ 
with the majority on some other question. If in 
this country the principle of trampling upon 
human rights is once adopted, nobody can tell 
where it will stop. We are not alarmists, but we 
have no hesitation in saying that if the govern
ment follows the course marked out for it by the 
American Sabbath Union, the scenes of the 
French Revolution will be re-enacted in this 
country. It cannot be otherwise. E. J, W. 

What Makes Infidels. 

WE fully believe the statement of the apostle, 
that the "carnal [or natural] mind is enmity 
against God," but it is nevertheless true that very 
many who might otherwise be converted, are 
led to the utter rejection of the gospel by the 
crimes against justice which are perpetrated in 
the name,of Christianity. Infidelity fattens upon 
just such injustice and devilish wickedness as 
that related as follows in Fair Play, Valley Falls, 
Kansas, of a case of persecution under the Georgia 
Sunday law:-

"The father is in the chain-gang. He had the au
dacity to insult Rev. Illiterate by digging a ditch to 
carry off the foul water from his cellar instead of at
tending church on Sunday. On Mo!)day he was 
arrested on complaint of the offended Sunday monop
olizer, tried before a superstition-saturated 1ilagistrate, 
and sentenced to a year's companionship with thieves 
and assaulters. There is no niercy for him. He is 
poor and so can get no justice or favor. In vain his 
wife intercedes for him, in vain his children cling to 
..papa's knees as he is driven away in disgrace. Chris
tianity is the State religion. 

"The poor mother must now toil alone to support 
her little ones. She can do no extra work, nor can 
she pay others to do it. The slime in the cellar breeds 
foul miasma. Sickness comes as the sequel of the 
violation of natural law. The 'little golden-haired 
Jessie is laid low with fever. There is no money to 

get the doctor, and the distracted, overworked mother 
can do but little. The days drag on; the malaria
tainted blood courses in fluctuating currents through 
the burning body of the little sufferer; she cries pit
eously for ' papa,' 'papa,' and strecches her tiny 
hands pleadingly forth, but, woe the crimes of Chris
tian men, he comes not, he hears not his darling's 
plaintive call. He sweats and groans under the lash 
of the htartless task-master beneath the August sun. 
He has wronged no man nor woman nor child, and 
yet his limbs wear the manacles of the felon-slave, and 
his baby daughter's lisping lips must close in death 
without the chrism of the father's kiss; the once 
sparkling eyes must fade into oblivion unblessed by 
the sight of ' papa's' worshiped face. 

"A fresh little grave on the hill-side, above which 
the crow caws ominously. A heart-broken mother 
who sits among her other and half-famished children 
in the cheerless horne. An iron-weighted father who 
starts fitfully and murmurs brokenly in his convict's 
sleep upon the wet, cold ground. 

"A sleek dragoon of the church who sits in his 
comfortable room and . . . rubs his hands in 
gleeful satisfaction as his imagination pictures John 
Clark chained in the convict camp, and he thinks 
how closely he and his parishioners are following in 
the footsteps of the' chosen people.' 

"Here in his Northern home Rev. M. A. Gault 
reads of this Southern murder for the church's sake, 
and grimly smiles as he confidentially whispers in the 
ear of Wilbur-F. Crafts:-

" ' Just wait until we get the Blair b-ill through and many 
a profaner of the Sabbath on these prairies and in these 
valleys shall, as does John Clark, of Georgia, feel the 
chastening hand of the Lord's anointed. WE .ARE TIIE 

LoRD's .ANOINTED.' " 

And who can wonder that infidels multiply, or 
blame men for being infidels, when such outrages 
are perpetrated in the name of Christianity? 

The Merits of the Edmunds Resolution. 

LAsT week we gave the history of the Ed
munds Resolution to amend the Constitution of 
the United States in regard to religion in the 
public schools. We had not space then to dis
cuss it, and propose to do that now, and for the 
convenience of the reader we print again the res
olution:-

ARTICLE XVI. 

"No State shall make any law respecting an estab
lishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; and no religious test shall ever be required 
as a qualification to any office or public trust under 
any State. No public property, and no public revenue 
of, nor any loan of credit by or under the authority 
of, the United States, or any State, Territory, district, 
or municipal corporation, shall be appropriated to, or 
made or used for the support of, any school, educa
tional or other institution under the control of any re
ligious or anti-religious sect, organization, or denom
ination, or wherein the particula!' creed or tenets of 
any religious or anti-religious sect, organization, or 
denomination shall be taught. And no such partic
ular creed or tenets shall be read or taught in any 
school or institution supported in whole or in part by 
such revenue or loan of credit; and no such appro
priation or loan of credit shall be made to any relig
ious or anti-religious sect, organization, or denomina
tion, or to promote its interests or tenets. This article 
shaJl not be construed to prohibit the reading of 
the Bible in any school or institution; and it shall 
not have the effect to impair rights of property al-
ready vested. . 

"SEc. 2.-Congress shall have power, by appro
priate legislation, to provide for the prevention or 
punislmient of violations of this article." 

As we said of this resolution before, it is an ex
cellent illustration of how not to say it. lf it be 
intended to prohibit religious il1struction in the 
publ c schools, it misses it. If it be intended to 
prohibit sectarian instruction in the public schools, 
it misses that. Because-

1. The second clause only prohibits the appropri
. ation of public money for the support of schools 
which are under the control of any religious or 
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anti-religious sect, organization, or denomination. 
In other words, this clause prohibits the appro
priation of any public money to parochial or de
nominational schools. But this would allow the 
teaching of religion in the public schools, and at 
the public expense. This is further proved by 
the last sentence of sectionl, which distinctly al
lows the reading of the Bible in any school or in
stitution, and the intention of those who ask that 
the Bible may be read iu the schools is distinctly 
and solely for the purpose of having religion, 
that is, "broad, general religion," but not secta
rian, taught in the schools. 

Secondly, the third sentence proposes that no 
" particular creed or tenets shall be read or taught 
in any school or institution supported in whole or 
part by such revenue or loan of credit," that is, 
in any public school. Yet the section expressly 
grants the reading of the Bible in any school or 
institution. Now every sect or denomination that 
makes any pretension to Christianity gets its pe
culiar tenets from the Bible. Then, if a certain 
sect derives from the Bible its peculiar tenet, and 
the Bible is read in the public schools, assuredly 
that does grant the reading of that particular 
tenet, and the resolution distinctly allows what it 
pretends to prohibit. 

For instance, there are two denominations in 
this country, which together would probably be 
called a' sect. They are the Seventh-day Advent
ists · and the Seventh-day Baptists. It is a dis
tinct and peculiar tenet of these denominations 
that the seventh day is the S~bbath of the Lord. 
This te,net is derived from the plain reading of 
one of the most familiar portions of the Scriptures, 
the ten commandments, the fourth of which dis
tinctly says, "The seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God." Now how is the Bible to 
be read in the schools without allowing that par
ticmar tenet to be read ? Shall that particular 
tenet be skipped in the reading of the Bible ? lf 
not, to allow the reading of the Bible will assur
edly allow the reading of that particular tenet, 
yet the reading of any particular tenet is,forbid
den by the article I The article therefore con
tradicts itself. 

Again, the doctrine of predestination, of fore
ordination, is a peculiar tenet of the Calvinistic 
creeds. They derive this from the Bible, where 
it reads, with other texts, that God "hath chosen 
us in him [Christ] before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love; having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to him
self, according. to the good-pleasure of his will." 
And again, it speaks of Christ, who "verily was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you." 
These scriptures express the peculiar tenet of the 
Calvinistic creed. If the Bible he allowed to be 
read in tl1e schools, that will surely allow the 
reading of that particular tenet, unless such por
tions shall be skipped to avoid reading the tenet. 
But to read all the Bible except these and un
dertake to skip them would only the more def
initely direct the attention of the pupil to them, 
and he would read them anyhow. 

Again, it is a peculiar tenet of Christianity as 
a whole that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, the Saviour of the world. How shall 
the Bible be read without reading that peculiar 
tenet, the reading of which does violence to the 
religious convictions of the Jew, who, with the un
believer, is taxed equally with all others for the 
support of the schools, and who has ~qual rights 

in all things, in school as well as out; with all 
others under the government. This supreme 
principle of Christianity is therefore a peculiar 
tenet, and to allow the reading of the Bible in 
the public schools, as this resolution expressly 
does, is to allow the reading of a peculiar tenet, 
which the resolution expressly prohibits. 

Once more. It is a peculiar tenet 6f the 
Roman Catholic faith that the Virgin Mary is 
so intimately connected with the divine plan of 
salvation as to be so entirely a part of that plan 
as properly to be an object of adoration. Ac
cordingly, to the Roman Catholic the Bible 
reads, in the third chapter of Genesis and fifteenth 
verse: "I will put enmities between thee and the 
woman, and thy seed and her seed ; she shall 
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie wait for her 
heel." The reading of this passage would be de
clared by every Protestant in Christendom to be 
the reading of a particular tenet. 

But it will be said at once, by every Protest
ant especially, that that is not the way the Bi
ble reads. That that is the Catholic Bible, and 
that it is corrupt. Oh! ah! to be sure. There 
is more than one kind of a Bible, then ! But the 
Edmunds Resolution does not make any such dis-. 
tinction as that. It simply says: "This article 
shall not be construed to prohibit the reading of 
the Bible in any school or institution." It does 
not say that this article shall not be construed to 
prohibit the ~earling of King James' Ve1·sion of 
the Bible. It simply says the Bible, and that 
would leave the question as to what is the Bible, 
to be decided by the majority in a school district, 
a county, or a State. If the majority are Roman 
Catholics, then the article could not be construed 

·to prohibit the reading of the Roman Catholic 
Bible in the public schools. But to allow the 
reading of the Roman Catholic Bible in the pub
lic schools would be to allow the reading of that 
particular tenet ·of the Roman Catholic faith 
which is forbidden by thio same article. 

If the Mormon~ were in the majority, as in 
Utah, then the Mormon Bible would be the one 
allowed, but the reading of the ;Mormon Bible 
would be almost wholly the reading of particular 
tenets. If the Protestants were in the majority, 
then King James' Version of the Bible would be 
the one to be read, whicl1, as we have shown, 
would be but to allow the reading of the pecul
iar tenets of the Sabbatarians, the :Presbyterians, 
and Christianity as a whole, which the article 
professes to intend to prohibit. 

This list of particular tenets might be traced 
through all the creeds, but what we have here 
given is sufficient to illustrate the point that we 
make that the Edmunds Resolution is not only 
vague and uncertain, but that it is plainly self
contradictory. 

It may be said that it would be the office of 
Congress, or of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, to decide what is meant in the article by 
the term, the Bible. Then that would be only to 
have Congress or the Supreme Court settle by law 
a religious question, and to fix a standard of re
ligion for the nation which would be inevitably 
the establishment of a national religion. For 
" wherever there is a system of religious instruc
tion endowed and patronized by law with a pref.. 
erence given to it by the State over all other sys
tems, and a preference given to its teachers over· 
the teachers of all other forms of belief," that is 
a religious establishment. And that is precisely 
and inevitably the result of the State's undertak-

. ing to define what the· Bible is. 

This, again, shows that the Edmunds Resolu
tion, although not strictly selr:contradictory in 
its letter, is so in its spirit, because it prohibits 
any State from making any law respecting an es
tablishment of religioi1. And as our national 
Constitution already prohibits the same to the na
tional Legislature, it is properly to be presumed 
that the spirit of this resolution is intended to be 
in l1armony with the first amendment. But, as 
we have seen, although it forbids the State to do 
such a thing, it inevitably involves the nation in 
the doing of that very thing. 

There is one more point in this: \'Vhether it be 
l~ft to majorities in the school districts, the coun
ties, or the States, or whether it be decided by 
Congress or the Supreme Court, what Bible it 
shall be which may be used in the schools, an
other most important question is involved. Sup
pose it should be decided what the evident in
t~ntion is in all this work, that King James' V er
sion, or the Protestant Bible, is the ·one that is 
meant, and that that shall be used in the schools, 
then every teacher would· be required to read 
the Protestant version of the Bible as the stand
ard of religion and as the word of God. But 110 
Catholic nor Jew, 11or one who does not believe 
the Bible to be the foundation of true religion, 
could be a teacher in the public schools. All 
these would be disqualified, and that would be, to 
all intents and pu'rposes, the establishment of a 
religious te~t as a qualification for the office of 
school-teacher. But that would not only be con
tradictory to the sixth article of the Constitution 
as it is, but it would again make this proposed 
article self-contradictory, because its second clause 
says that "no reli~ious test shall ever be required 
as a qualification to any office or public trust un
der any State." 

These are the merits of the Edmunds Resolu
tio11, proposing an amendment to the United 
States Constitution. Are the people ready for it? 

Next week we shall tell of some who favor it, 
and of some of the arguments used in favor of it. 

A. T. J. 

How Is This? 

ON Tuesday evening, October 1, the Prol1ibi
tionists of Nashville, Tenn., met in convention io 
nominate a city ticket, and adopted resolutions, a 
part of which are as follows:-

'\VnEREAs, We, Prohibitionists of the city of Nash
ville, in convention assembled, have .unshaken confi
dence in the wisdom of that action by which a political 
party has been organized for the accomplishment of an 
object more important than any other offered to our 
consideration as a free people, to wit, the prohibition 
of the beverage liquor traffic by State and national 
~w, as the manufacture and _sale of intoxicating 
hqu~rs are the constant and frmtfnl source of physi
cal, mtel.lectual, a~d moral _unsoundness, producing 
degradatiOn and cnme, robbmg women and children 
and in ways manifold and extreme perverting th~ 
blessings of free institutions, 

Resolved: That the prohibition of the liquor traf
fic should be the dominating and dividin"' political 
issue until such prohibition shall have b~come the 
recognized and settled policy of the government. 

Resolved, That the policy of prohibition because 
of the scope of its economic and SOQial re1a/ions, and 
the largeness of its connection with civil liberty 
should be embodied in the organic law of the State~ 
a~d t_he Un~ted_States,as ~ safeguard of enlarged so
cial hfe, which IS the basiS of all stable and prosper-
ous government. . 

Resolved, That the American Sunday, in the in
terest of public order and morality, should be zeal
ously guarded, and we hereby arraign and condemn 
the municipal authorities of the city of Nashville for 
the non-enforcement ofla~v ~~ai~st Sunday tippling. 

Resolved, That as Pt·0hib1tlorusts we heartily in-
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dol'8e and support the recent protest of citizens of 
1 

form " government, there is no telling w h{m or 
Nashville against Sunday tippling, and proffer cordial where they would stop. 
co-operation with them in their patriotic and lawful This question of wl1at shall be done with the 
efforts to enforce the law against its violators, and in 
the enforcement of all other. laws. "tares" is a very important one, so important 

that it is asked and answered by Christ himsel£ 
Our third-party friends who think that if we He says: "The servants said unto him, Wilt thou 

would demonstrate our temperance principles we then that we go and gather them up? But he 
slwuld by all means support the Prohibition said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye 
ticket seek to allav our fears by saying that the root up also the wheat with them." Notwith
Prohibition party lJas nothing to do with Sunday , standing this plain command of Christ's, many of 
laws. We would like to have them explain this h 

his professed servants l1ave undertaken to gat er 
resolution, and tell us whether or not the Prohibi- up the tares and root them out, but the result has 
tionists of Nashville are in harmony with the l b that th t d Otlt more wheat a ways een ey roo e 
party at large. than they did tares. Millions of stalks of the 

We cannot understand how the mention of choicest wheat were destroyed during the Dark 
Sunday in the connection that it comes in these Ages in the vain endeavor to pluck up the . tares. 
resolutions, has anything to do with temperance. "Let both grow together," says Christ, "until 
The first resolution says 'that the sale of intoxica- the harvest; and in the time of harvest I will say 
ting.liquors is tl1e "souree of physical, intellectual, to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, 
and moral unsoundness:" that it produces deg- and bind them in bundles to burn them; but 
radation and crime; and therefore they believe gather the wheat into my barn." Again Christ 
in prohibiting it. Very good; but if they do act- says, "The harvest is the end of the world; and 
ually believe in prohibiting it, why do they need the reapers are the angels." Wll(lsoever, there
to specify their protest against Sunday tippling, fore, undertakes to root up the tares is undertak
and their determination to enforce the prol1ibition ing a work which belongs only to the angels, and 
of liquor on Sunday? If they are really Pro hi- which not even they have a right to attempt un
bitionists, as we have always understood the term, til commanded by Christ at the end of the world. 
that would include the stopping of the sale of A. DELOS vV ESTCOTT. 
liquor on Sunday as well as on all other days. 
But if their movement involves something less 
than the complete suppression of the liquor traffic, 
-if; as their reference to Sunday implies, they 
will be at least in a measure content with tl1e 
suppression of the sale of liquor on Sunday,
how can they harmonize thqt with the terrible 
arraignment of the liquor traffic in the first reso
lution? It seems to us that there is insincerity 
somewhere, or else a compounding of crime. Will 
some third-party friend inform us wlq it is nec
essary to specify Sunday tippling in resolutions 
declaiming against any sale whatever of liquor? 

E. J. W. 

Gathering up the Tares. 

THE great burden of National Reformers seems 
to be to rid the earth of everyone who will not 
accept their theory of government. A few weeks 
ago Dr. A. T. 'Volff, who, according to the Chris
tian Statesman, "is a thoroughNational Reform 
man," delivered a lecture on " People We Can Do 
vVithout." In his list, he mentioned "grumblers," 
"fault-finders," and "discontented people," and 
also those who have no ''religion in politics." 
That is to say, that God's great wheat-field, the 
world could verv well do without the tares which 
the e~emy has s~wn. 'Ve are glad to say that 
we heartily agree with Dr. Wolff on this point, 
although a dispute might arise as to who consti
tutes the tares, should we attempt to settle it. 

Having agreed with the Doctor that tares are 
"a nuisance, an<l we could well do without them," 
we would now like to inquire what the National 
Reformers propose to do with them. Rev. E. B. 
Graham wants to send tlJCm to some wild, deso
late land, and let them stay there till they die." 
And Dr. Edwards declares that "atheism and 
Christianity cannot dwell together on the same 
continent." 

Under the National Reform system of govern
ment, all' persons who are regarded by them as 
tares will have to do one of two things,-they will 
have to pretend to be good wheat or else they 
will have to allow themselves to be gathered up 
and transferred to some other continent, and if 
that conti.nent should chance also to have a "Re-

Sunday-Law Church Going. 

IN the Missouri Sunday-law Convention Dr. 
Hayes, of Kansas City, made a speech in which 
he said:-

" It is said, ' Is not this Sunday excursion of the 
country, this trip to the country, is not that rest?' 
Now I have seen some of these trips to the country; 
I used to take them occasionally. I have been around 
considerably to picnics. I have gone to a good many 
Congregational picnics. Absolutely, I never went 
anywhere from which I came home more tired than 
from a Sunday-school picnic. I took my brother 
from Allegheny into the Rocky Mountains one 
summer, and we worked so hard resting that we came 
home absolutely worn out-both of us were abso
lutely worn out. If you want to see the nervous 
effect of a Sunday excursion out of Kansas City into 
a suburban town, take passage on the return home 
train. The men had caroused all day, letting their 
wives carry the baby, a11:d if you ever saw a fagged
out set of women you will see it then. The next day 
as compositors in :the printing office, as apprentices in 
the workshops, and in their blacksmith shops, and 
carpenter shops---these men all day were not worth 
much more than half a hand's wages. That is the 
fact about it. Why ?-Because that Sunday, instead 
of being a day of rest and invigoration, was a 
day of exhaustion, of nervous exhaustion, and 
they came back home fugged-out. You follow that 
same man's brother; probably he took a good 
nap Sabbath morning; got up at eight o'clock; 
had a good, comfortable breakfast with his chil
dren; along about nine o'clock the children went 
to Sabbath-school; and at ten o'clock he and his wife 
leisurely walked down to the church, took their seat 
in God's house quietly, and listened to the sermon, 
and by and by went home and took a good comfort
able dinner. Then he took a good rest in the after-· 
noon, went to the church at night, and Monday morn
ing that man went to his shop and took hold of the 
plane and was ready for work." 

This contrast is no doubt correct between the 
man who carouses and the man who goes to 
church. But admitting all this to be true, then 
what is the object of stopping the Sunday excur
sion trains and street-cars, except it be to have 
the people go to church instead of on excursions? 
But will they go to church when the cars are 
stopped? Will not those who are given to ca
rousing carry it on in the dty instead of going 
to church? 

It is not at all true, however, that all of the 

people who go to the park and on excursions on 
Sunday are given to carousing. 

A further point in th~s 1s tl1e arrogant as
sumption of the Sunday-law cierics of power 
to comp~l everybody to conform to thyir views 
on Sunday. Because some people choose to 
ill-use themselves upon opportunity, therefore 
all opportunity to use themselves either well <;r 
ill on that day, except that of going to church, 
must be taken away from everybody! "It 
is of the essence of power that it may be ex
ercised unwi>~ely or abused by those to whom 
it is intrusteq." And because some choose to 
abuse their rights of recre_ation and enjoyment, 
this does not in any sense justify the effort of the 
Sunday-law advocates to take away from others, 
or even these, the ri~ht to rightly use these pow
ers. When these Sunday-law men shall hnve 
succeeded in their effort to regulate the exercise 
of the powers of others, what assurance have' we 
that they themselves will not abuse the power 
which they propose to exercise? There is no 
assurance whatever ti1at they will not, but we 
have the assurance of all history that they will. 

More than this, there is no remedy in law f<n· 
such evils. All that law can possibly do iu such 
cases is by the exercise of restraint to check the 
evil for a time, and that time is oniy until the 
restraint can be cast off, or the vigilance of those 
who enforce the law is slacked. Then not only 
does the evil go on, but it goes on with acceler
ated force, from the fact that the victims will 
reimburse themselves for the deprivations which 
they have been forced to bear~ As the Hon. 
Mr. McDougal told the Sunday-law preachers at 
Columbus, Ohio, the remedy for aU thetle things 
of which they complain, lies deeper than can 
be reached by law, and can be effected by 
nothing else than the strictly remedial power of 
the gospel of' Jesus Christ. That renews the 
mind, purifies the heart, and l'ef(>rms the life, by 
implanting the abiding prin~iple of absolute right 
and the love of it. If these men would employ 
the power of the gospel of Christ in their work, 
instead ofthe power of' the civil law, they woulll 
find the results much more rapid and effective. 

A. T. J. 

Avoiding the App_ea~ance of Church 
and State. 

MRs. BATEHAM, the representative of the N a
tionnl Woman's Christian Union before the Sen
ate Committee, in the hearing on the Sunday
Rest bill, said that it was the desire of that or
ganization, that "promote" iu the title of the bill 
should be changed to "protect." This was 
asked, she said, "so that it should have no ap
pearance of what all Americans object to, any 
union of Church and State." 

It seems to be the motto of every organization 
that is working for a Sunday law, to avoid all ap
pearances of their real object. The National Re
form Association, and all who affiliate with them, 
know that every true American is opposed to any 
union of Church and State, and if the real inward
ness of their movement should come to the sur
face, their object would be defeated. So of course 
they must deny all charges of working to unite 
the Church with the State. They say, "We are 
opposed to any union of Church and State." 
How are they opposed? 

In this way: They do not design that any one 
denomination shall make use of the civil power 
to further its own sectarian aims, or have them 
favored in any way by it; but they are in favor 
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of a union of the churches on what they claim to 
be the fundamental principles of religion, or Chris
tianity, and in favor of a union of this union 
with the State. In other words, they are in 
favor of the union of Churches and the State. 

In order to successfully disguise designs they 
claim that they only wis,h to enact a Sunday law 
on civil grounds, and that more as a sanitary 

. regulation than for any other purpose. They 
very well know that if they should plead for it to 
be enforced as a religious institution, the whole 
scheme would be defeated, for the people are rad
ically opposed to such legislation. But every
one who is working for t}w Sunday law from a 
civil standpoint, ought to know that the- Sunday 
is an ecclesiastical institution, and that to enforce 
an ecclesiastical institution by civil power is a 
union of Church and State; whether it be done to 
" promote," or " protect," the observance of the 
day as a day of religious worship or not. 

Every little while this National Reform wolf, 
clothed in sheep-skin, is disclosed to those who 
are watching the movement. In a paper before 
the Senate l1earing entitled, " The Relation of 
Sunday Amuselnents to Sunday vV ork," :Mr. 
Crafts said: "Casting out religion from the Sab
bath they cast out rest." Now if they want Sun
day enforced as a day of physical rest, and can
not get the rest without religion, and have to call 
on the civil power to enforce the rest, what else 
is it but the State enforcing religion by law? 
And what would ~ou call that but a union of 
Church and State? E. HILLIARD. 

Dttlutl~, Minn. 

Sunday-Law·· Logic. 

OF all that passes for logic tile Sunday--law 
arguments excel in contradictory assertions; no
tice some of the inconsistencies :-

1. They claim, as stated above, tllat protection 
is their object, and yet offer a bill enforcing the 
day upon all, containing no provision for its real 
protection. 

2. They explicitly claim that they are trying 
to secure merely a civil Sabbath, but their own 
bill squarely contradicts them by saying, " the 
religious observance of the day." 

3. That bill is upheld on a health basis, but 
the "religious observance" clause proves them 
guilty of deception. 

4. Then the bill is to close the saloons, but the 
same "religious" specification, together with the 
entire absence of any mention of liquors or sa
loons, condemns that claim ; the bill pays no at
tention to liquor; its hold is upon every individ
ual in the laud; it is easier to close every saloon 
in America forever than to pass this religious 
bill, but they would rather have the bill and bid 
the liquor traffic Godspeed. 

5. After disclaiming any intention ofenforcing 
Sunday as a religious day, they appeal to the 
church to support the fourth commandment; 
here is another inconsi~tency-that command
ment sanctifies the seventh day; everybody knows 
that Sunday is tlw first, and sanctified nowhere 
in the Bible. 

6. They wish to put this government's laws 
on a Christian basis, when Christ commanded 
that civil and divine homage be paid to separate 
powers.-Moral and Scientific Companion. 

IN proportion as the ecclesiastics became co
legislators, heresies became civil crimes, and liable 
to civil punishments.-Deqn llfilman. 

Evangelical Alliance. 

, THE following is the program of Sllbjeets foi< 
the national meeting of the Evangelical Alliance 
at Boston, December 4 to 6 :-

Opening Address, Welcome Address, From 
Washington to Boston, Devotional Exercises, 
The Needs of the City, The Needs of tl1e Rural 

· Districts, The :Mountain Whites of the :::iouth, 
General Discussion, Needs of the Times and the 
Alliance Methods, Christian Co-operation in 
Awakening and Directing the :Moral Sentiment 
of the Community, General Discussion, Christian 
Co-operation in Relation to Moral Legislation, 
(a) Its Enactment, (b) Its Enforcement, TheN eed 
of Permeating Our Developing Civilization with 
the Spirit of Christ, Christianity and the State, 
Our Debt and Duty to the Immigrant Popula
tion, French Canadians in the United States, 
Slavonic Populations in the United States, Arous
ing and Training the Activity of the Laity, Need 
of an Enthusiasm for Humanity on the Part of 
the Churches, Need of Personal Contact between 
Christians and Non-church-goers. 

The invitation to attend is extended to all who 
are interested. :Ministerial associations, colleges, 
and theological seminaries are especially invited 
to send representatives. 

Cardinal Gibbons Heard from Again. 

IN their blind zeal for a Sunday law t"tle 
American Sunday Union and Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union cannot see that they are jqst 
playing into the hands of Rome.. What a glo
rious victory they thought they had when Car
dinal Gibbons indorsed their Sunday-Rest bill, 
and yet it was just what Pope Leo XIII. ex
lwrted all his subjects to do in l1is Encyclical 
published in 1885. We will quote:-

"All Catholics niust make themselves felt as active 
elements in daily political life in the countries where 
they live. They must penetrate wherever possible 
in the administration of civil affairs; must constantly 
exert the utmost vigilance and energy to prevent the 
usage of liberty from going beyond the limits fixed 
by God's law. All Catholics should do all in their 
power to cause the constitutions of States and legis
lation to be modeled to the principles of the true 
church." 

But 'says one, "·what has this Sunday law to 
do with modeling legislation to the principles of 
the Catholic Church ? " We answer, "Very 
much." Sunday as. a day of rest is not based 
upon the law of God, and is purely a traditional 
obsenance, and an institution of the Roman 
Catholic Church. After having read a copy of 
Cardinal Gibbons' letter indorsing the Sunday
Rest bill, thewriter wrote to the Cardinal in re
gard to his pos~ion on the Sunday institution and 
received the following reply:-

CARDINAL's RESIDENCE, } 
408 N. Charles St. , . 

Baltimore, Md. 1 Oct. 3, 1889. 
DEAR MR. FRANKE: At the request of His Eminence 

the Cardinal, I write to assure you that you are cor
rect in your assertion that Protestants in observing 
the Sunday are following, not the Bible, which they 
take as their only rule of action, but the tradition of 
the church. I defy them to point out to me the word 
Sunday in the Bible ; if it is not to be. found there, 
and it cannot be, then it is not the Bible which they 
follow in this particular instance, but tradition and 
in this they flatly contradict themselves. ' 

The Catholic Church changed the day of rest from 
the last to the first day of the week, because the most 
memorable of Christ's works were accomplished on 
Sunday. It is needless for me to enter into a~y elab
orate proof of the matter. They cannot prove their 
point from Scripture; therefore, if sincere, they must 

acknowledge that they draw their observance of the 
Sunday from tradition, and are therefor~ weekly con-
tradicting themselves. Yours very sincerely, 

:1'11:. A. REAHDON. . 
The reader will notice here that Cardinal Gib

bons, in indorsing the Sunday-Rest bill, virtu
ally consented to force Protestants to weekly con
tradict themselves, and was perfectly ·consistent 
with Pope Leo's Encyclical. 

How l.s this, Brother Crafts? do you believe 
what Cardinal Gibbons and the 7,200,000 Catho
lics have to say? If not, why not? 

We would suggest that the American Sunday 
Union pin a copy of this letter to the one re
ceived by :Mr. Crafts indorsing the Rest bill, and 
keep it for reference. 

:Mrs. Bateham, and National Reformers, please 
make a note of this. E. E. FRANKE. 

How Do the Methods Compare? 

CoMPLAINT has been made by friends of the 
Sunday-law petitions that those who circulated the 
petition against all Sunday laws, have obtained 
signatures by. misrepresentations, or, in other 
words, have beguiled the unwary. That the in
dividuals signed it is not denied, but it is clu.imed 
that they were unduly influenced; they were 
told that the petition was all right, or that it was 
what it was not, and so were induced to si~n it. 

That there have been such instances as this 
may be true, as claimed, but all who obtained 
even one signature on a false representation of 
the object of the petition, did so contrary to the 
instmctions of those at the head of the work. 
But tllere is not one single individual who signell 
the petition against Sunday laws and legislation 
tending to union of Church and State, but what 
had the right and privilege of knowing just what 
the petition was, and wlmt was its object, before he 
attached to it his name. He alone is responsible 
for signing the petition. Yv e do not by this 
excuse wrong methods of obtaining signatures. 
Wrong is not right nor ever will be. God forbid 
that evil should be done that good may follow. 
But this is true, that even though it be admitted 
that wrong methods were used, the individual 
had the right a.nd privilege of knowing what he 
was signing. The wording of the petition was in 
no way obscure or ambiguous. 

But admitting that wrong methods were used 
in circulating the counter-petitions to Sunday 
laws, contrary to instructions, which is the worse 
method that or to write the names of men women 
and children, or their equivalent, and COL;nt the~ 
all as favoring the Sunday-rest-law petition, when. 
many of them did not know that the petition was 
being circulated, or what it was, and others were 
opposed to it. In tlie anti-Sunday-law petitionall 
;vhose names appear l1ad both the right and privi
lege, at the worst, of knowingwllat they were givinv 
their influence for; in ihe Sunday-law petitions tho; 
had the right but were not granted the privilege. 
A few church members voted fur a whole church 

. oftentimes when members of the church were op~ 
posed to the Sunday law. Representative bodies 
as regards denominational work indorsed these 
petitions for thousands whom they did not repre
sent on this question any more than on the tariff 
question. Ministers in tlwse various denomina
tions have openly opposed the Sunday-law peti
tions, and thousands of intelligent members have, 
knowing what they were doing, signed the opposing 
petition. Many times minorities indorsed the 
Sunday-law petition for majoritie~, the vote being 
put at some evening prayer-meeting when but 
few were present. 
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We might continue this much farther, but this 
is sufficient for a comparison of the two methods 
of obtaining petitions to the respective sides of 
Sunday legislation. Further investigation will 
show more favorably for the anti-Sunday-law pe
tition. Which is the better way, to grant Amer
ican citizeng who have the right, the privilege of 
knowing to what they are giving their influence, 
or not even to permit the right or privilege of 
knowing? Which is the more American? 
Which is the more Christian? How do the 
methods compare? 

After all, are not the friends of the Sunday 
law magnifying, before the public, very small mat
ters, at the worst, in order to hide their own ab
normal and unfair methods ?-Signs of the Times. 

A Quaker View of National Reform. 

As our readers are well aware, the Blair 
Sunday-Rest bill, and also the Blair resolution 
for the amendment to the Constitution, are dead; 
but the agitation which gave rise to them is not 
dead, hence the following article from the Friends' 
Intelligeneer and Journal (Philadelphia) is not 
out of season, though written while these measures 
were still before Congress. '\V e would commend 
the article especially to those who imagine that 
only infidels and liquor sellers oppose Sunday 
laws, and remind them tlu:t Friends are neither 
one nor the other, but very \Vorthy Christian peo
ple. We print the article entire, as follows:-

"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." 
Realizing the full force of this statement, and 
feeling that there is great need for the guardians 
of that priceless boon to mankind, "liberty of 
conscience," to be on the alert, we desire in as 
few words as possible to call the attention of 
Friends to a tbreatened danger. 

A bill to regulate the strict observance of the 
. first day -of the week as the Sabbath-day, has 
been introduced into the United States Senate, 
by Senator Blair, and an effort is also being 
made to make it compulsory to teach "the prin
ciples of the Christian religion" in the public 
schools. This is to be accomplished by an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, the object being to make our nation "a 
Christian nation" by a union of the Church and 
State. 

A petition, signed by a million and a half of 
names, urging the passage of the bill, has also 
been presented, and we are informed that the 
friends of this legislation are exceedingly active 
in its behalf. It is warmly advocated by men 
and women of high position and great influence, 
who, undoubtedly, have the welfare of the human 
race at heart; but, as is so often the case, their 
zeal has outrun their judgment, and one might 
almost say, their Christianity; for where the spirit 
of intoleration is, there the Spirit of Christ can
not dwell, neither is it with those who, arrogate 
to themselves infallibility. 

There are several religious sects who honestly 
believe (and who would uphold their belief with 
their lives), that it is required of them to observe 
the seventh day as the Sabbath-day. Now, shall 
these Christians, professing the name of Christ, 
obey the mandates of self-righteous men who pre
sume to say, "This day sbalt thou keep." ? or 
shall they obey the "voice" within their own 
souls? 

The advocates of this bill say, "Obey this law 

which we have made," and think by this means 
to build up a Christian nation. 

Will any forced observance of moral law be 
accepted of God, or accounted unto the doer for 
righteousness? The temple was built of free
will offerings only. Can we raise up a nation of 
Christians by simply compelling an outward sem
blance of religion? 

We might say, There is nothing to prevent any
one from keeping the seventh day if they want 
to do so, but we ,must remember that their pe
cuniary circumstances may not be such · as to 
permit them to observe both days as days of rest. 

Again, one might suppose that the clause, "to 
the disturbance of' others," so limited the opera
tion of the law as to render it less harmful; but 
when we remember the bitter persecution of 
Friends f6r acts in themselves quiet and peace
able, we cannot doubt that very many religious 
fanatics will be very easily disturbed by any 
observance of the day not strictly in accord with 
their views. 

In regard to the tJther point, it would at first 
seem as though we could all unite on a willing
ness to have the principles of the Christian relig
ion taught in the public schools. But who is to 
decide precisely what constitutes the essentials of 
the Christian religion or its principles? 

The highest civil tribunal is the Supreme 
Court. Can that body decide the question so as 
to satisfy the Catholic and the Protestant, or 
even the various sects among the latter? An at
tempt to unite the Church and State has always 
proved disastrous. Turn back the pages of his
tory and we shall find that the bloodiest wars 
that have stained our annals, were waged in sup
port of religious belief. Recall what the early 
Friends suffered, comparatively a short time ago, 
in order to maintain "liberty of conscience." 

The spirit of intolerance is only sleeping. 
Would we, as Friends, be satisfied to have any 
body of men decide what our children should be 
taught as "the Christian religion "? Many of 
the warmest advocates of these measures utter 
the most severe denunciations of all religions not 
in harmony witl1 their own, showing a spirit that 
would crucify the Christ within their brother's 
soul, while professing to follow his voice speak
ing in their own. "Woe unto you, hypocrites l" 

It was through the influence of a Friend that 
liberty of conscience was secured by the Consti
tution, and they have always stood foremost in 
the fight when it has been assailed, and we take 
this means of calling everyone to the duty of 
the hour, reminding one and all that "eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty." 

While using every effort to prevent the taking 
of this step in the wrong direction, we would not 
be understood aa denouncing, personally, the 
author of the measure, or the signers of the peti
tions, or their motives; but even great and good 
men make very grave mistakes, and it is the duty 
of each one of us to guard with exceeding care 
this priceless gift of God unto the children of 
men, both from the attack of enemies and the 
harmful abuse of overzealous friends. 

No one could be more desirous than we to see 
the day when Christ shall rule the world, but 
this proposed step is a retrograde movement, 
and when one of its supporters would say, "The 
government has the right to command the con
sciences of men," it is full time to call a halt. 

This is the first step. The second will be to 
secure the erasure of the word principles; and the 

next, the insertion of the name of that religion 
holding the balance of power. 

Ah, Friends, it would be impossible to fully 
comprehend the danger until we are caught 
within its toils. 

May our Father in Heaven guide and protect 
us. 

Look Not to Civil Laws. 

THE ''Sunday observance " movement inaugu
rated last Sunday evening in this city, bids fair 
to bring in contact the positive and· negative 
opinions of a common people, and to bring upon 
true Christianity an influence more antagonistic 
and baneful than infidelity itself. It has been 
clearly demonstrated that no amount of law can 
compel a change of convictions firmly imbedded 
in the mind of the average American. If moral 
suasion and precept has no influence on his hab
its, which are not against the laws of the land, to 
use coercion would be fatal to any possibility of 
success, and engender the most radical views and 
influence in the opposite extreme. " Christians" 
will do well to remember that their fight in this 
matter is not conducted against ignorant and 
superstitious· foreigners, but against an intelli
gent and comparatively well-educated people-a 
people capable of forming an opinion based upon 
sound sense and justice, and who will not permit 
dictation from an egotistical and warped minority. 

The element conspicuous in this movement are 
favored by wealth, position, or business, and can 
go to the beach on week-days, or can afford 
to remain there during the entire season. They 
do not lose their position or the pay for a day 
while there, as do those who may go Sunday and 
against whom they declare war. A man's right, 
moral and physical, to go about on Sunday, can
not be successfully combated. Any religious 
movement to suppress an inherent right in the 
non-church-goer will not meet defeat, but will 
bring about legislation in retaliation detrimental 
to the church and its interests and from which it 
will never recover. 

Custom has favored Sunday as a day for re
ligious observance, but there ls no biblical law 
for it, nor is there anything said relative to its 
observance, as many would have us suppose. 

"Christia~1s" declare that Sunday is a day of 
rest and quiet; yet they raise more bedlam by 
the clanging of their bells from five to eleven 
o'clock in the morning, and by their bass drum 
parades, than do all the people who visit the 
beaches and whom they have disturbed from 
their sleep on the only morning in the week in 
which they are able to rest, and virtually driven 
them from home to escape from their noise and 
confusion. 

"Brethren," attend to . your legitimate busi
ness; con!inue your work of Christianity as your 
Master began it, and when you begin to feel that 
you require aid from the civil authorities, know 
that your faith has weakened and that tl1ere is 
something radically defective in your own com
position and with your personal religion.-A. G. 
J., in Los Angeles Trib,une, Sept. 5. 

CHRIS1''s kingdom is not of this world. The 
church is not a Police Board, nor Cmsar's lieuten
ant, but a saviour of lost sinners. Its simple, 
sole, glorious mission is to bring sinners to Jesus 
by preaching the gospel to. them with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from Heaven.-St. Louis Ob
server. 
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· SoMEONE has sent us a copy of Hoof and 
Horn, date of September. 12, marked, "Please 
return." We will do so if the friend who sent 
it will drop us a card giving his address. 

THE Silver Gate, an excellent little paper pub
lished in San Diego, this State, and from which 
·we have several times quoted, is no more, having 
given place to a seven-column quarto, the San 
Diego County Reporter. The former publisher 
has taken in two partners, thus forming the firm 
of Davis, Vestal & Peebles, editors and proprie
tors of the new paper. They announce that all 
patrons of the Silver Gate (subscribers and adver
tisers) wiU be served with the Reporter in future. 

We wish the new paper success, and hope that 
it will be as sound on the question of the proper 
relation of Church and State as was its prede
cessor. 

PossiBLY we are too sanguine, but a recent 
advertisement which appeared in an Eastern re
ligious journal has suggested to us a new solution 
of the much-vexed Sunday-rest question. Those 
who are foremost in agitating for a national Sab
bath law claim that what they want is a general 
Sunday rest. Now as the advertisement to which 
we refer says that "Sa polio used every week-day 
gives rest on Sunday," it might not be amiss for 
the American Sabbath Union, National Reform 
Association, et al., to do a little missionary work 
with this wonderful cleansing-compound. It could 
certainly do no harm to try it, and if the experi
ment should prove successful they would not be 
under the necessity of again troubling Congress 
about the matter. 

IN a recent communication to the Christian 
Statesrnan one of the National Reform secretaries 
says:-

" This country was settled by Christian men who 
believed in keeping the first day of the week as the 
Sabbath. It was by them incorporated in our civil 
institutions as a part of the common law of the land.· 
Our Seventh-day brethren came here with this un
derstanding. There was all unwritten agreement be
tween them and this government when they came 
here that they would abstain from common labor on 

"the first day of the week. It may be a cross for 
them, but they cannot charge us with oppressing 
their corsciences. When they came they agreed to 
respect our consciences so far as to abstain from com
mon labor on the Lord's day." 
· Then the ~uakers and Baptists that were 
whipped and hanged in Massachusetts had no 
just cause of complaint. The. Puritans came 
there and established their religion by law, and 
when the Quakers and Baptists came among 
them it was with the tacit understanding that 
they would obey the laws of the colony; when 
any violated the law, and thus the tacit agree
ment, they forfeited all their rights, and were 
properly punished. Do the National Reformers 
believe it? If not, why not? Such arguments 
would justify all the. persecu~ion which the world 
has ever seen. To see such things in a paper 

calling itself Christian is enough to make one 
feel that the history of the Dark Ages has been 
written in vain. 

REV. J. M. FosTER; one of the district secre· 
taries of the National Reform Association, has 
written a letter to the Christian Nation in which 
he attempts to justify the persecution of Seventh
day Baptists and Seventh-day Adventists under 
color of the Arkansas Sunday law some three 
years ago. He says: "The old man and his son 
of seventeen whose horse was sold for $27, and 
the man whose young wife and child died w~ile 
he was in prison, brought that evil on themselves 
by breaking the law." Certainly they did; and 
so did the Christians in tl1e days of pagan and 
papal persecution bring all the trouble on them
selves ''by breaking the law." Is it any wonder 
that infid~ls abound when men professing to be 
ministers of Christ boldly defend such wicked 
cruelty in tl1e name of religion ? Secretary 
Foste; and men of l1is ilk lack only the power 
to make them persecute as cruelly and as wick
edly as did the Spanish Inquisitors. 

SoME idea of the magnitude of the work done 
during the past few months in the interests of 
Sunday legislation may be gathered from the fol
lowing item of news, which we take from the 
Cynosure:-

" Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, field secretary of the Ameri
can Sabbath Union, has traversed thirty-four St1.1.tes 
and Territories in his transcontinental tour, l~cturing 
in the chief cities and organizing Sabbath Associations 
and Sunday Closing Leagues in States, counties, and 
cities. Three years ago but two States were organ
ized, namely, Maryland and New Jersey. There 
were also city organizat.ions in Philadelphia, New 
York and Chicago. When the American Sabbath 
Union began its work at the opening of this year, 
there had been added to the list of organized Stat~s, 
Illinois, Iowa, Dakota, and Kentucky. The American 
Sabbath Union's field secretary has since assisted in 
organizing Ohio, Virginia, Missouri, Minnesota, Colo
rado, Wyoming, Montana, ·washington, California, 
New Mexico, and Kansas, besides two county and ten 
city associations. He has also arranged conventions 
for organization in Louisiana, Arkansas, 'Visconsin, 

, Utah, Oregon, and Arizona, besides several counties." 
The advocate.;: of Sunday laws are terribly in 

earnest, and those who suppose "that they are only 
a lot of "cranks," with no hopes or prospects of 
success, certainly have given the matter very little 
attention. Bigots many of them may be, but 
they are neither fools nor sluggards, and they 
mean to succeed. 

TnE advocates of Sunday laws a-ce not noted 
for consistency. Thus Doctor Herrick Johnson, 
of Chicago, argues as follows, that HQne should 
insist upon keeping the seventh day:-. 

"Now, let us look at the impracticability of the . 
question raised here and see where this matter of 
conscience rests. It is now half-past ten in Chicago. 
It is half-past eleven here (Washington, D. C.). If 
one of the Seventh-day Bapti5ts should start west 
from Chicago to go around the world, always keeping 
each successive seventh day, when he got back to 
Chicago he would be keeping ·Friday instead of Sat
urday as the Sabbath ; and another Seventh-day 
Baptist who went the other way around the world 
would be keeping Sunday instead of Saturday for the 
Sabbath when he got back. That is what comes of 
·making a fetich of the letter." 

But how is it that this has n~ effect on Sun
day? Mr. Johnson professes to believe that it is 
a sin to work on any part of Sunday, but how 
can that be if it is impossible to keep track of 
the day? Or does he wish to be understood as 
holding that, whereas Sunday can be identified 
the world over, the day immediately prer.eding it 

cannot be? Such a c~vil might to some minds 
have" c~nsiderable weight. as against the ob
ligation to keep any day, but to us it seems 
to be out of the question that any rigid Sunday
keeper can honestly use it. 

A r,ETTER from a friend now in Rome informs 
us that he has visited all the principal churches 
on Sunday, and was surprised to find but a few 
women and the priests and attendants present. 
He says that when the pope ruled they were 
crowded. In this connection we take from a 
Roman paper the words of a priest, giving evi~ 
deuce that the Roman machine has but little 
honor in its home. Father Phelan, of the St. 
Louis Watchman, writing from Rome, says:-

" Three-fourths of the people of Rome do not go to 
church on Sunday .. They are on a vacation. Under 
the popes they were not only obliged to go to church 
but had to go to holy communion once a year. . . 
. The old families are true to the core. The little 
shop-keepers talk of the 'good old days under the 
popes,' and wonder if they will ever return. Rome 
had 165,000 people under papal rule; now she has 
about 400,000. The majority of the present popula
tion is anti-papal." 

It is not strange that Mr. Pecci is anxious to 
emigrate to some land where his corporation is 
doing business after the old style.- Western 
Arnerican. 

A CORRESPONDENT asks US to give the nmner
ical strength of the National Reform Association, 
the American Sabbath Union, and the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union. This we cannot 
do with any great accuracy. The so-called Sab
bath Union "was," in the words of Senator Blair, 
"officially constituted by official action of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the HofY!e Missionary Society of the 
Baptist Church, the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (North and South), and the 
Synod of the Reformed Church, five denomina
tions, whose membership together is 5,977,693. 
TheW oman's Christian Temperance Union num
bered, a year ago, 185,521; but the number of 
National Reformers we cannot give; they are, 
however, included almost wholly iu the American 
Sabbath Union. Of coprse it must be borne in 
mind that very many of the 5,977,693 persons 
belonging to the five denominativns fbrming the 
American Sabbath Union, are under the age of 
twenty-one years. 

Another fact to be remembered is that the 
members of the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union are also very largely' members of those 
five churches. Indeed, the real working strength 
of the three bodies, namely, the so-called Sabbath 
Union, the National Reform Association, and the 
"\V oman's Christian Temperance"' Union, is very 
much smaller than it appears to be; but the lead
ers are energetic, and are sparing neither time nor 
means to secure official recognition of Sunday hy 
the general government. 

THE AMERICAN S.ENT INEL. 
AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation 
of the United Stn.tes Constitution as it is, ·so far 

as regards religion or religious tests, aml 
the maintenance of human rights, 
. both civil and religion~. 

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 

Single Copy, Per Year, post-paid, - - - $1.00 
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, - 5s. 
Addres~, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 

1059 Castro St., OAKLAND, CAL, 



Equal and .exact justice to all men, of w~atever state or persuasion, religious or politicai.-T/tomas 'Jelferson. 

. VOLUME4. OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, NOVEMBER 6, 1889. NUMBER 41 . 

PUBLISHED WEllKLY, BY THE 

;.hf.ClFJC PRESS PUBLISHING COM/'ANY, 
No, '13 BOND ST., NllW Yom;:; 

. 18 PosT ST,, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.; 
.12TH & CASTI\0 STs., 0AKI,AND, CAL. 

. EJ;>l'I'ORS, 
E .. ):, WAGGONER, ALONZO T. JONES. 

. UNDER the heading of " The Puritan Sab
lYith.h 1\'I. A. G. in<itnates that Sunday .match
makipg i.s .unlawful, a'nd gives as a reason for the 
iricrease of divorces, "Perlmps too many of the('le 
clontraets are made cin the Sabbath.'' When 
·therefore our National Reform friends have 
.iuade this a "Christian" (?) nation, we may 
t~asonably expect that Sunday match-making 
will become a criminal offense, punishable by fine. 

'and impriso;tment.- W:, in Prohibition Journal. 

.... THE most ih1portant action taken at the con-
. vention of the Central Roman Catholic Society 
in Cleveland,· was a. decision to encourage the im
_migration of Catholic foreigners to the United 
States. It is propos.ed to pay especial attention 
t\l farmers, whb will be sent to join the Catholic 
parishes 'in the West, or they \Vill be biwded to
gether. to form new parishes. The work of colo
Iiizing the lJ nited States for the purpose of the 
Rol)Ian .Catholic Cliurch, goes bravely on.-Amer
ica. 

. TilE Christian Witness remarks. that-· 
" There is no peril to religious and politicsJ liberty 

dn this country so great as that which popery, by the 
aid of Jesuits, if·not averted, is sm:e to bring upon us. 
We may sneeni.t the possibility of such a result, but 
the history of the ages supports the supposition, and 
should arouse the Christian people of the nation to 
the approaching peril. " 
· A living imageJo a bad thing is as bad as the 

yhing-itself: And when degenerat~ Protestantism 
advocates measures of. the same nature as those 
upon which "popery" rose and made itself hid
egus for centuries, why is it not as great a, "pe~il 
to religious and political liberty in this country" 
as popery itself? Peril is 'a princi pie, and not 
j11erely a~ name. Like causes, no matter how . 
designated, produce ·like effects. 

--------.. ~~~-------
AN Eastern paper has the following:-

.~'A formey railway commissioner of Iowa, Mr. L. 
S. Cofl]n, has put forth a plea in behalf of railroad 

· employes which ought to secure attention. Mr. 
Doffi11. especially dwells upon the necessity of secur
jng automatic, brakes! and of· reserving Sunday as a 
·:rest~dayfor ()mployes. , / 
· "As to Sabbath rest, the d:'emand for 'it among rail
way .. and· oth~r employes is in<;reasing, so that it 
.would .seem . impossible but that the railroad 
companies should yield to the· feeling that the Sab-

bath was made for railway employes as well as for 
other men. vVe hope practical results will· follow 
Mr. Coffin's praiseworthy efforts. " 
· Certainly every man who warits to rest upon 
Sunday, or upon any other day, should have the 
privilege of d9ing 'so ; and why do they not rest? 
If it was a matter of wages, or of the employment 
of an obnoxious man, or some other matter of 
that kind, the railway employes would find some 
means ·of bringing the companies to terms, but as 

~it is we suppose the State will lie asked to inter
fere and secure rest for those who want it-and 
for everybody else as welL Those who a:re will
ing ·to relinquish their Sunday wages can rest 
~ow if they really want t~ do so. 

The Real Object of the Edmunds 
Amendment. 

JOSEPH CooK, of the Boston Monday lecturf
-ship, is the. leading advocate of the Edmunds 
amendment to the United States Constitution. 
The topic of the Boston Monday lectures for 

.1889 is papal demination in American schools . 
Thisdiscussion is professedly iu the interests of 
the public schools, but it is in fact only in the in
terests of Protestantism instead of Catholicism iu 

. the public ~chools. It is professedly against a 
union of Church and State,.bui it is in fact only 
against a union of Roman Catholicism and the 
State; while it just as certainly favors a union of 
Protestantism and the State. It is profe8sedly 
in favor of American institutions, as against the 
domination of the Catholic Church; but it is in 
fact against Americari institutions and in favor of 
Protestant domination in civil affairs. This \vill 
more fully appear as we proceed. Of the amend
ment he says:-

"It. covered almost precisely the ground now occu
pied by Senator Blair's proposed amendment, but as its 
language was perhaps somewhat more ccmtious, and as 
it came so near passing, I quote Senator Edmunds pro
posal as a summary of the highest educational de
mand of the hour." 

He says it contains four great points:--
1. "It prohibits the establishment of a State 

chur(lh in any State of the Union." This is true, 
but, as we have shown, it 'leads inevitably to the 
es~ablishment of a State religion by the riation. 

2. " It forbids the sectarian use of pu blie-school 
funds by any State or municipality." But it 
does not forbid a religious u:::e of public funds by 
any State or municipality. 

3. "It prevents the formation of sectarian pub
lic schools." But it does not prevent the forma
tion of religious public schools: 

4. "Nevertheless; it guards against the exclu
sion of the Bible from public schools, and so does 
not establish instruction on a purely secular basis." 

But it does establish instruction upon a purely 
religious ba5is. And all 'this is the very thing 
that no government has a right . to do. The 

State that undertakes to teach religion in order 
to inculcate principles of goOd citizenship, will 
fail to secure either religion or good citizenship. 

Of the prospects of the Edmunds resolution, 
he says:-

"Ifthe Boston election oflast December had occurred 
a few weeks before this vote in Congress, the neces
sary two-thirds, as I believe, would have been ob~ 
tained, and the Edmunds amendment might now have 
been a partof the law of the land. We must launeh 
this reform 'when the waves are running high. There 
are.many sand-bars, but I believe that to-day in Con
gress there would.be a chance. for the passage of the 
Edmunds proposal. Senator Blair's bill covers sub
stantially the same ground and a little more. I should 
not be sorry to see it passed, but I think it would be 
more difficult to pass it than it would have been to 
pass the Edmunds bill." 

If this prospect is correctly outlined, and if it 
be so nearly a practical scheme, which, as a mat
ter of fact, we believe it is, then it is high time 

· that the people of this nation were awaking to 
the fact, and, as far as possible, making it an im
practicable scheme. It is probable that the 
Blair Amendment would be more difficult to pass, 
because its true intent is more plainly revealed. 

Mr. Cook indorsee the Edmunds resolution be
cause, he says, "It prevents a sectarian division 
of the school funds." But we should like to know 
why it would be any more unjust to divide the, 
school funds amongst the sects than it would be 
to devote the whole of the school fund bodily to 
the benefit of those sects which, united, call tl1em
selves the majority, and proclaim themselves to be 
the "evangelicals," even though they include the 
Mormons in their evangelicalism. For this is 
just what Mr. Cook's scheme amom~ts to, and to 
us it would seem to be just as proper to divide 
the money amongst the different sects, as it would 
to devote the whole of it to one. Not that we 
believe for a moment that it should be so divided, 
nor that it should be so devoted, because the State 
must have nothing at all to do with the question 
of religion, whether in the schools or out of the 
schools, but if public money is to be used for· 
teaching religion, then the .only fair way to do is 
to divide the public money amongst the different 
denominations according to their respective pop
ulations. Mr. Cook calls attention to the dangers 
that already threaten the public-school system 
from political influence. He says;--

"Scores of teachers within recent years have been 
dropped from their position by political schoollioards 
because. their opinions on temperance were a little to~ 
strong to suit the school committees. Not a few ,\rho 
have studied the worst cases of this kind have fallen, 
into a sort of moral nausea over the management of 
schools in certain cities by corrupt committees, mere 
ward politicians, many of them monstrously vile 
men, patrons of the saloons; and of the gambling 
dens, and of the brothels. There are cities in this 
country where little local committees, not fit to man: 
age the investment of ten dollars, have the choice of 
school-teachers and the power to dismiss teachers .al-
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most without reason, and who do all these things 
from purely political motives, and appoint their own 
relatives very often, practicing nepotism in its most 
glaring aspects. The politiral abuses of the common
school system are becoming a great public terror in 
mismanaged cities. What is the remedy for all these 
mischiefs? " 

But how does he propose to; remedy the mis
chiefs? Why, by simply adding a religious ele
ment to the already mischievous political strifes 
in connection with the public-school system. , He 
exclaims:-

" So help me, Heaven, I see no way out of the 
alarming evils arising from the partis!),n management 
of common schools except by the success of the Ed
munds amendment." (Applause.) 

Boes any sober-p1inded man really believe-that 
the success of the Edmunds amendment, or any 
other, can stop these mischiefs? If that. or the 
Blair amendment were adopted, then a strife 
upon the question of what Bible it is that shall 
be used, or what is sectarian instruction, and 
many other questions, would be added to the al
ready deplorable political mischiefs, and the evils 
would be increased a thousand-fold. This result 
would follow just as certainly as day follows 
night. 

This is further proved by Mr. Cook's own 
statement that "the chief power of the Roman 
Catholic Church to do mischief in this country is 
political." Then how c::~,n it 9e expected to 
weaken that power, or to lessen the mischief, by 
making religious questions the essential element 
~ politics? It ~s surprising to· think that any 
thinking man can think so. Then he exhorts , 
thus:-

" StanJ up, then, for Senator Edmunds" proposed 
constitutional amendment while yet you can 
pass it. Let us invoke the national power. Let us 
invoke it speedily, for if we do not carry an amend
ment like Senator Ed)llunds' within the next twenty 
years, it is possible we shall never be able to carry it. 
The hour is critical. Remember that this amend
ment was once within two votes of passing in the 
Senate. Mr. Blaine's proposed amendment upon the 
same topic had the overwhelming support of the 
House. And now Senator Blair is advocating sub
stantially the same proposition. The Edmunds 
amendw.ent is }>racticable ; it is a vital public neces
sity; but it must be passed soon or never. There
fore let us make Senator Edmunds' program our 
own concerning· the school question. Let us join 
ranks. Let Protestants stand up, and ·all stand up, 
and stand together." 

Then in another place he says:-
,., Professor Hodge went so far as to say that our 

conflict on the school question with the Romanist on 
the one side and the secularist on the other, is of more 
importance to this nation than the issues connected 
with slavery and intem})erance.'' 

- These extracts show, as plainly as need be, that 
this proposition to amend the Constitution of the 
United States upon the subject of' religion in the 
public schools, is nothing else than a scheme to es
tablish 'by constitutional amendment Protestant
ism as the State religion. This was shown also 
in the arguments made last winter before the 
Senate Committee on Educati01i and Labor, in be
half of the Blair amendment. Every argument 
,there made was for Protestaittism ·instead of 
Catholicism in the public schools. 

If the American people· want to be kept free 
from the despotism of a national religion, they 
n·eed to be awake to the efforts that are being 
made 'to secure these amendments that have been 
offered attd that are now advocated. Let the 
Constitution of the United States remain as it is 
upon the subject of religion. Keep religion out 
of the public schools; let the public schools be 
for the public. As surely as any such , amend-

ment shall ever be adopted as: haS bee~ proposed, 
so sureiy will there be the establishment of' a na
tional, religion, and the establishment of a na~ 
tional religion is the-establishment of a natiqnal 
despotism. 

The quptations in this article are taken .from 
Mr. Cook's lectures, as printed in Our Day for 
March,_ .April, and May. A. T.' J. 

Is--the .Constitution Infidel ? 

THE Christian Statesman, of August 2~ says 
that the statement that the American government 
was established on the secular principle, is untrue. 
It says that to represent the N a.tional Reform 
movement as revolutionary is to forget, or inten
tionally ignore, the plainest facts of history. . It 
says that the government' is Christian, but ov~r
turns tltis in the same short article by saying: 
"We admit that infidelity stole a march on the 
American peoplejn the framing of the Constitution 
of the United States, and we admit that, largely 
through the unsettling influences of that instru
ment, the relation of government to religion has 
become an open question, now in process of settie
rnent, in. this country. But the claim that the sec
ular theory is the established American theory 
is false and ·unfair, and, like all unfair attempts 
in controversy, will yet bring confusion to those 
who make it.'; -

To the covert threat in this last clause we 
have nothing to say. But we would like to ask 
the Statesman what it is that determines the char
acter of the government, if it is not the, CoQstitu
t on. ·If, as it admits, the Constitutiqn of the 
United States is a secular document, then the 
Americari. theory of' government must be the sec
ular theory of government. And therefore the un
fairness is wholly on its own part, in claiming that 
the American theory of government is to combine 
religion with the government, when, according to 
its own admission, such~ a· claim is ·a false one. 
Whatever confusion results, must necessarily 
co~e to those who make such filJse clai~s. 

But mark, that while we say the American 
theory of government is the secular theory, we 
do not at all admit the Statesman's charge that it 
is an infidel theory. Infidelity did not steal a 
march on the American people in the framing of 
the Constitution of the United States, and that 
document is not an infidel document, it does not 

. teach infi4elity. It has no tendency whatever to
wards infidelit:y. To sl10w the falsity of th~ st::tte. 
ment that infidelity stole a march on the Ameri
can people in the framing of tlte Constitution of 
the United States, it is onlynecessary to say that 
th~re were religious men in ~he Constitutipnal 
Convention, and serious consideration was given 
to the matter of recognizing God and religion in 
the Constitu~ion ; and the omission of such recog
nition was the result of careful, deliberate, con
scientious consideration. This is more clearly 
apparent from the fact that "'ithin two years after. 
the Constitution was adopted, ten amendments 
were added, the first of which is the following: 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an es
tablishment ·of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof." If the omission of the name of. 
God, or the recognition of religion, was an over
sight, the first amendment, ittstead of declaring 
against an est~blishmetit of reTlgiori, wohld, haye 
provided for it. Nay; the original Constitution 
itself declared that no religibus test should ever 
be requh·ed as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United States, 

But the fact that God's name is not mentioned 
does not make the Constitution an infidel Consti-

, tution, any ~ore than the fact that a merchant's 
sign or his advertisement in the newspaper does 
not contain the name of God proves that he is an 
infiflel. The Postmaster-General, J olm 'V ana
maker, is the pride of the National Reform party, 
although perhaps not a member of that organiza
tipn: He is pointed to with pride as the Christian 
merchant. We have no dispositiOn to questioti 
his Christianity; but we would simply call atten
tion to the fact that in all his extensive advertise
ments the name of God does not occur once. Are 
we to judge from that that he is an infidel? His 
clerks transact his business and sell goods over 
the countyr without making any mention of the 
name of God. · Does that show that his business 
is an infidel business? Nobody thinks so. On 
the contrary, if he should flaunt the name of God 
in his advertisements, and if he should instruct 
his clerks to make some mention of De:ty 
with every yard of cotton or silk that they tore 
off, the people would justly question the -genuine
ne~s of his profession. . 

In his book, "Church and State in the United 
States," Dr. Schaff speaks as follows concerning 
the proposed amendment recognizing God in the 
Constitution :-

" Our chief objection to. such an amendmen,t, be
sides its impracticability, is that it rests upon a false 
assumption, and casts an unjust reflection upon the 
original document, as if it were hostile ·to reli.gion. 
But it i'l neither hostile nor friendly to any religion; 
it is simply silent on the subject, as lying beyond the 

.jurisdiction bf the general government. The absence· 
of t~e names of God and Christ, in a purely political 
and legal Clocument, no more proves denial or irrev
erence than the absence of those names in a mathe
matical treatise, or the statutes of a. bank or railroad 
corporation. · The title ' holiness' does not make the 
Pope of Rome any holier than he is, and it makes the 
contradiction only more glarin"g in such characters 
as Alexander VI. The book of Esther and the Song of 
Solomon are undoubtedly productions of devout wor
shipers of Jehovah; and yet the name of God does 
not occur once in them.'' 

According to the National Reform view, the 
book of Esther and the Song of Solomon would 
by called infidel documents. • But of all people 
who talk about infidelity, the National Reformers 
show the least knowledge of what infidylity is; 
and this for the reason that they have the least 
Jmowledgeof what constitutes-Christianity., 

E. J. W. 

Where-the Line Should Be-Drawn. 

THE Examiner Baptist) says:-

"The constitutional conventiol\ of the Territory of 
Idaho has adopted a bill of rights containing a section 
providing that 'no person shall be denied any civil 

1or political right or privi~ege on account of religious 
opinions.' But the provision was qualified by the 
further· statement that 'the liberty of conscience 
hereby secured shall not be construed to justify polyg
amous practices, nor to permit any person, organi
zation, or association to directly or indirectly aid or 
abet, counsel, or advise any person to commit the 
crime of bigamy or polygamy.' Under the territo
rial law hitherto prevailing, as interpreted by the high
est court of the Territory, all Mormon residents of 
Idaht> have been disfranchised, even monogamous 
Mormons not being permitted to vote. 

"_The disfranchisement of a Mormon, simply for be
ing a Mbrmon, is an interference with the· rights of 
conscience that are guaranteed to every citizen by 
the constitution of the United States, and if the law 
in question had l:Jeen interpreted by the Supreme 
Court, it 'Yould no doubt have been pronounced un
constitutional. The Federal Constitutien does not, 
hqwever, prevent a State from abridging the religious 
liberty of its citizens, but public opinion is strongly 
adverse to such abridgment under any circumstances. 



'• 

'Tit~ AMERICAN SEN'TtNEL. 323 

l'h~ proposed c'onstitution of Idaho will, therefore, 
j;q.qre nearly represent public opinion .than the terri
toriillawthat has hitherto prevailed. The people of 
t;}).is' COUI1try demand the suppression of polygamy, 
PJ1t,agaiu~t Mor1nonism as a religious system they 
are no more disposed to proceed than against Roman
i~m, or M:oliammedanisin, or Judaism." 
~ We have no fault to find with t],J.is sentiment. 

Polygan:Jy. ought to he prohibited, .not because it 
i§immoral, but because in its very nature it is 
u!i<;ivil; it cannot be practiced without encroach
ing- upon the civil rights of others. than the ones 
!il:t}gagingin it; it bitterly wrongs innocent chil· 

· d.reri a1:1d well-nigh helpless women ; it concerns 
the relations of man to his fellows and is there~ 
fdre a prqper subject of civil law. But when .the 
Ji:xrJ.miner . intimates, as it does in· the paragraphs 
qj.\oted, and. a~ it has more recently said that,
. : ... The principle of religious liberty requires only 
olie thing: That all religious beliefs should be placed 
o:P: .. an:equality before the law, so that.no ·one should 
be eith~rfavored or punished because of his opinions, 
"\\i}l!;lther privately held or publicly ex;pressed, so that 

·•1n .tl!eir public ex; pression breaches of the peace are 
· Ji:Ot provoked." 

:jt simply draws th~ line in the wrong place. 
1{he' priucipl!:~ of religious liberty -requires that 
the:eiviLlaw shall leave all perfectly fr~e so far 
a~ their duties to God are concerned. The. civil 
l~w may, according to the words of our Saviou.r 
i# ¥att. ~2 .. : 21,. require all to render to Cresar 
(civil government) the things which arp Cresar's, 
but' it should also leave all free to render unto 
God the ,things that are ·God's. 

Romanizing the Public Schools. 
. ~ 

R:my. J. R. KENDRICK, D. D., has a very strong 
article in the Forum, strenuously opposing any 
cpncession whatever toward dividing the public
s'chool money and allowing Roman Catholics, or 

· any .other sects, any share to be used for sectarian 
purposes. He· cites the .case of Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., :where an arrangement was made, several 
y~;)ars since, whereby, in certain school-houses, the 
Roman Catholics are allowed to give religious in
atruction out of regular school hours; and then 
follbw these comments:-

There is one obvidus test by which to try tbe 
Foughkeepsie plan. Is' it. suitable for' general 
adoption? , 'Is it a good working and workable 
bheory fbt the country at larger Suppose the 
Jews,. or the Methodists, or the Episcopa:Iians of 
ti,uy community, w.ere to erect and equip school 
buildirigs1 and say to educational boards, "We 
offer you these on the simple condition that when 

• you do twt want them for your own special pur
. poses we may use them as we please,· reserving in 

particular the right in other thau school hours 
to instruct all comers in our peculiar tenets," 
what would be the result? Clearly, sectarian 
schooksupported by the State; or, if not exactly 
these, ecclesiastical establishments engaged in sec-

. t!trian propagandism maintained from the public 
.t)'easury, Suppose a society of Comtists should 
do the same thing, only stipulating for the priv
ilege of making their edifice a temple for the re
ligion of humanity, would not the State, in accept

. ing the offer; contHbute direct aid· and comfort to· 
this cl~s of philosophers? The tendency of the 
Poughkeepsie policy, if not its sure effect~ would 

·be to gather children in schools according to de
no~inational ~flinit1es;··anil thu~ virtually estab
l~sh th,tl sectanan lines of divisipn, which it is ini-
~ortant to efface. · 

On the whole, it' seems.to me that this inno-. 
. 5~nt.:l&okill~ · rough~eepsie plan.· is a . Verit!J,ble 

Trojan horse. By its provisions, or almost.neces
sary implications, Roman Catholics adroitly ob
tain what they clamor for:_State support for 
sectarian education. This concession, however 
disguised and by whatever specious advantages 
recommended, would in the end prove fatal to 
our American public-school system.-Congrega
tionalist. 

An Un·American Movement. 

THosE well-meaning but narrow-minded people 
who ate always troubling themselves by an undue 
interference :with the business of their neighbors, 
are particularly active in the city at the present 
time. The point on which they are now expend
ing their surplus energies is a Sunday law. It 
was very plainly demonstrated in 1882 that Cal
ifornia does not want a Sunday law. , The De
mocracY at that time swept the State on an anti- . 
Sunday law platform, and rolled up a majority 
of tremendous proportions for General Stoneman. 

In a series of resolutions passed last night, it 
is said that the lack of, such a law is a shame to 
this State, and it is remarked that Fran,ce is the 
only other State in the civilized world \yhere no 
such law is in force. The position of California 
in this respect may be unique ~in this Federation 
ofStates; but if so then 'We are uniquely Ameri
can. No principle is more broadly and solidly 
laid down by the founders of this government 
than the one which sought forever to decree an 
al:lsolute divorce between Church and State. 
The principle carried out to its fairly logical re
sults would forbid the passage of any law in re
gard to Sunday, beyond such proyisions as will 
guarantee to all men the right to worship as they 
see fit; and that guararttee includes tl1e right not 
to . worship at all. This is the whole of the 
American principle in relation to religion. A 
dozen volumes of comment will add nothing to 
that simple statement; and no amount of argu~ 
ment will do away with one iota of the force of 
this germinal idea. 

The work of Christianity by all the teachings 
of its founder, and by all the ex;plications of its 
apostles, is a purely moral one. The church "s 
work is upon the inside of'a man, and must be 
done in his heart. The appeal to civil powers to 
aid in this has always proved to be the most 

. fatal weakness of the churches. It is the appeal 
to the· sword, which, Christ said, must prove fatal 
to him' that makes it. It makes the kingdom 
to lfe of this world. 

As to France, any American State may well 
be proud of being found in line with. that pro
gressive nation. France has always been the fec
und mother of broad, of advanced, of humane 
principles. She is the· only prominent State in 
Europe which has yet thrown off all sorts of Old 
World notions, of ties that fetter the human 
m1nd, heart, and conscience, and that, like our 
own great republic, proclailll.,s .the sovereignty of 
manhood as the sole basis of right to rule in 
human affairs. The diVine rights of kings, the 

·guarded privileges of birth, imd other un
American ideas that are supreme in all European 
States, are dead and buried in. Frauce. Shall 
we go back to these? shall 've undo the noble 
deeds of the fathers? shall we roll the centuries 
b~ck,~ar~ ~nd ~li~~ o,~r ~aws with those of .Ru~ia 
and Austrm because 1t. Is a shame .to be m bne 
with France? Well, hardly! 

In the interest of religion, as the best thing for 
the churches, as the surest stay for the existence · 
of the Chri.stian Sunday, we say in all kindness 
' ' 

and sincerity to these well-meaning but erring 
enthusiasts, Mind your own business. Atterid 
duly to your own religious duties. Enjoy in , 
peace your Sunday rest and other privileges. 
Trust to the good example of your lives, to the 
logic of your cause, to the power of the omnipo
tent God, to draw erring men to your side. A void 
all semblance of coercion or worldly influence to 
do this work. Let the people you think to be 
wrong spend their Sundays' as they think best, if 
you wish to be unmolested in your rights. It is 
too Ia.te in the day to carry out your plans, and 
America has .not the .soil where your ideas will 

· germinate and grow. Be content to be secure 
in your own rights, and give others the same 
rights as you enjoy.-Los Angeles Hemld. 

The Christian Statesman in Favor of 
Church and State Union. 

IN the Christian Statesman of August 29 the 
AME~ICAN SENTINEL is described as chronically 
unfair, in that it charges the National Reform 
Association with working for a union of .Church 
al).d State. There are two noticeable things in con
nection with this controversy. The first is that 
the Statesman has never yet attempted to' prove 
that it is not it;t favor of Church and State; it 
simply denies the charges. This would be all 
that is required, if our charges consisted. simply 
of assertions; but when we dte facts, and make 
arguments, and draw conclusions, to show that it 
is in favor of Church and State union, they hav;e 
never yet attempted to show the fallacy of one 

· of the arguments, or to disprove one of the con
clusions. And the other noticeable thing is that 
the Statesman scarcely ever makes a denial of its 
desire for Church and State union without in 
that same denial furnishing proof that it is desir
ous of such a union. In this very ariicle it 
says:-

" We hold as strenuously as do our opponents to 
the absolute separation and independence of Church 
and State, but we also hold, with Professor f,eiber 
that the theory of American institutions requires th~ 
total separation of the State from the Church-not 
from religion." 

As Dr. Edwards said in the New York con
vention, they believe in a union of religion and 
State, but not in Church and State. Now if that 
were true, it would seem to be proof that they 
do not believe in religion in the church; and fl 
surely that admission must be worse than the· 
other; for a church without religion is a deplor~ 
able thing. We are, however, convinced that 
the National Reformers d:'o not believe in religion . 
in the. church, from the very fact that they be
lieve in religion ·and the State, that is, in making 
the State the Church; for when this is done there 
will be no religion in it-only an empty shelL 

But on the first page of the . same paper, the 
Statesman sho~s in an editorial that it is the 
champion of the union of Church and State. It 
notes the call for the annual congress of the 
American 'Secular Union for 1889, and publishes 
a statement of the object of that union, which 
object is to secure the total separation of Church 
and State. After , quoting this declaration of 
principles, the Statesman says:-

" '\Ve cheerfully and zealously assist in giving pub
licity to this call. Nothing could give the American 

, people a clearer view of the pending situation than 
these frank, logical, and comprehensive demands of 
the American Secular Union." 

The Statesman recognizes itself as the direct 
antagonist of the object of the American. Secul~r 
U~ion.; wedo not say the antagonist of the infi-.1 
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del views of its members, but the antagonist of 
the work of the association. Therefore, it de
clares itself to _be the champion of a union of 
Church al!:.d State. 

This is still further shown by the fact that the 
Statesman is one of the most virulent opposers of 
the petition which has been circulated asking 
CongresH to pass no laws which would look toward ' 
R union of Church and State. It is no use for, 
the Statesman ,to try to conceal its. motives. It 
would be much more honorable for it to boldly 
avow its advocacy of Church and State union. 
As it sa~'s, nothing can be gained by persistent 
misrepresentation. It migllt as well 4eclare the 
real object of the National Reform Association; 
for it cannot make a denial of that oqject without 
in that very denial revealing it. E . .J. w. 

Americans Disq!lalified as-Jurors. 

JuDGE McCoNNELL has committed himself to 
the astounding doc'rine that a member of the 
American League is disqualified from sitting as a 
juror in the Cronin murder case. This ruling 
was arrived at after the examination of 'William 
P. Turner, of Evanston, had reached the point 
where he said that he Was a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and of the American 
League. Mr. Turner had been previously cross
examined by the counsel for tl1e defense, who 
found no reason in his answers for a challenge 
f(n· cause. He said that he had read the news
,papers in regard to the Cronin murder, but 
'bad formed no opinion as to the guilt or in
nocence of the accused. He had formed no 
opinion as to whether or not Burke was a tenant 
of the Carlson cottage. So far as the record 
shows, Mr. Turner appeared to be the "ideal 
juror" whom the court and counsel professed a 
longing to secure to try this great case. 

vVhen asked as to the character of the society 
known as the American League, Mr. Turner re
l)lied that it was a quasi-political society; that 
r'urther than that he had no very, distinct ideas 
as to its objects, and that he did not think it was 
affected by religion, nationality, or anything of 
that kind. . He did not know it as the Independ
ent Order of Deputies. He swore. that the pro
visrons of the American League bad reference to 

· ,the prevention of members of the Catholic Church 
from controlling political offices; but he declared 
that he would give the testimony of a member of 
the Catholic Church the same credence as if the 
witness were not a member of that church. Fi
nally l1e was asked: " If this society to which 
you belong has reference to the exclusion of 

·Catholics froh1 political offices, and from controll
ing political offices, would you not, if accepted as 
a juror in this case, be prejudiced against defend
ant.;; if it should appear in testimony that th\)y 
were members of the Catholic Church?" To 
this he replied: "No, sir; I think not. I don't 
think their guilt is affected by their ·religion." 
·Upon this he was ch~tllenged for cause by the 
counsel for tlJC defense " by reason of the views 
he entertained and the society to which he be
longs." The challenge was objected to by the 
State, but was sustained by Judge McConnelL 

To discuss this decision of Judge McConnell's 
intelligently, it is necessary to understand exactly 
what the American League is, and what it pro
poses. Here is its object, 'taken from the px;e
amble to its constitution:- , 

" Believing that there is an organized effort being 
. made to eradicate from the minds of the people of 

this Americllln Union reverence and loyalty for the 
Constitution and flag of our nation; that the motives 
that animated the founders oft his Republican govern
ment are rapidly being forgotten ; that the principles 
they sought to make perpetual are in danger~; that 
the ballot is defrauded of its potency ; that our public~ 
school system is subject to attack, and efforta -being 
made to destroy its efficiency as an educator of Amer
ican citizens, by perverting and falsifying history; 
that loyalty to flag 11,nd country is subject to snares 
and derisions ; that taxes are unequal ; that rights 
are infringed to grant privileges; that the United 
States and State Constitutions are vi~ated, and that 
the civil and religious liberty we have inherited from 
our futhers is threatened ; and believing that these 
dangers result from persistent and organized efforts 
being made to introduce principles that antagonize 
our American system, we form this order to warn our 
fellow-citizens, and to concert measures-to strengthen 
and extend the civil and religious liberty established 
by our futhers, and to preserve this American Union." 

It is evident from this declaration . that the 
American League is nothing more or less than .an 
organization fbr political purposes, and that its 
professed objects commend it to the good-will and 
support of all loyal American citizens. Except 
as the Roman Catholic Church, or any other 
church, party, or organization, impinges upon the 
institutions of American non-sectarian schools, 
free ballot, and religious liberty, they are in no 
sense antagonized by the American League. If 
any church or ,party inculcates a spirit hostile to 
free institutions, and teaches doctrines in regard to 
secular affairs at variance with the faithful alle
giance of citizens, that church or party antagonizes 
the principles of the American League in so far, 
and not at all in matters relating purely to 
reli~ious doctrines or- things theological. 

And yet, this being so, Judge McConnell sus
tained a challenge against Mr. Turner, and 
thereby stigmatized every'"man in the community 
holding similar views, as unfit to perform the 
duty of a citizen in a case between the State and 
five alleged murderers~ It was not pretended be
fore Judge McConnell that the American League 
was intrinsically antagonistic to the Ulan-na-Gael, 
or that its' members were prejudiced in .any way 
to the Clan-1m-Gael, or Camp No. 20 of the Clan
na-Gael, or any other conspiracy in the Clan
na-Gael, or against the individual priso,ners, or, in 
fact, against any member, society, or church not 
at variance with the loyal, patriotic, and unmis
takably legal duties of citizenship. Against mur
der, we take it, the members of· the Ame,ricau 
League are prejudiced. So is every· other Amer
ican Citizen. Against every conspiracy to mur
der, whether the plans are laid in the secret 
counsels of th_e Clan-na-Gael, at the hidden meet
ings 'of .4-narchists, or by private parties of any 
faith_:_Catholic, Protestant, Jew, or Mormon
we suppose members of the American League 
are prejudiced by their allegiance as American 
citizens; and so, we take it, is every other loyal 
American citizen. 

Upon what ground, then, did Judge McConnell 
'base his dismissal of Mr. Turner ?-Solely upon 
the assumption that because the American League 
objects to the Catholic Church controlling politi
cal offices, its m~mbers would have a prejudice 
against any person trie(l for murder, because that 
person happened to be a Roman Catholic. Either 
this, which is an assumption so illogical and 
startling as to be past belief, or at th~ outset of 
this trial Judge McConnell takes it for granted 
t~at not only Messrs. Burke, Coughlin, Beggs, 
O'Sullivan, and Kunze, the whole of Camp No. 
20, and the Clan-na-Gael, are on trial for the 
murder of Dr. Cronin ; but that looming up be
hind them, and spreading its portentous wings 

over the whole desperate plot, hovers the great 
Church of Rome. i 

Carried to its legitimate conclnsioil, the decis
ion of Judge McConnell precludes the possibility 
of the selection of any pQlitical jury. If Mr. 
Turner was rightly ~xcused because of his antag
onism to the Roman Church, it follows that 
the Uatholic Church, in the mind of Judge 
McConnell, is in some way a party to the case, 
and, in eonsequence, is interested on behalf of the 
defense. If this judicial assumptiou be correct, 
it renders every R:>man Catholic in the . com
munity subject to challenge because of prej
udices, in favor of the defense, and if every 
Catholic is to be excluded from the jury because 
of his prejudices, the defendants have good ground 
for challenging every Protestant talisman. 

It is needless to say that Judge McConnell's 
ruling, and every inference and consequence f]c

ducible therefrom, is an insult to the Roman 
Catholic Church, an unjust impeaclmient to 
American loyalty, and a most unfortunate aud 
uncalled-for blow at trial by jury. It is scarcely 
possible that in the few moments after the chal
lenge was made-when we are told that "Judge 
McCpnnell leaned his head on his hand for two 
minutes, thinking what he ought to do "-he fully 
appreciated the wide scope of his decision. If 
everybody who antagonizes or believes in oppos
ing the control of politi·cal offices by the Catholic 
Church is to be precluded from serving as a juror 
in a case where a Roman Catholic is on trial for 
conspiracy to murder, the selection of a jury for 
the Cronin case is impossible. The late Judge 
McAllister, in all his efforts to secure a jury fa v
orable to Alexander Sullivan, never ventured to 
render such a sweeping decision as this.-Amer
ica.. 

Sunday Temperance. 

IN the Christian Statesman of July 4, Secre
tary J. M. Foster, of the National R~form Asso
ciation, reveals his temperance principles in the 
following language:-

"But why allow base-ball, the Sunday newspaper, 
and the Sunday train_ on Sabbath? TheS!J have no 
more right to do business involving common labor on 
Sabbath than the licensed saloon." 

·what kind of a man is l.le who will . place 
base-ball, newspapers, and railroad trains on the 
saine level with the licensed liquor saloon? 
\V ould you call l1im a temperance man? We 
never heard any man talk such stuff as that 
unless he was connected with the whisky busi
ness himself. As well might base-ball, newspa- • 
pers, and trains be classed with murder, horse
thieving, or· adultery~ 

The above is a fair sample of the moral 
perception of the men who are working to 
make this a "Christian government." This is 
th13 kind of Christian morality which they de
sire this nation to incorporate into its laws, as 
the will of the Almighty. And thousands of 
people in this country are doiilg all in their 
power to help them to succeed •. 

This statement by Secretary Foster shows, 
what has often been shown in the SENTINEL, 
namely, that Sunday laws are not passed in the 
interests of temperance. It shows that they wish 
to shut up the saloon on Sunday, riot because 
it is bad in itself, but for the same reason that 
they wish to prohibit the playing of base-ball, 
the circulating of newspapers, and the running 
ef traiiis, viz., because they involve "common 
labor." 
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.. Tl1e only thing thnt makes·the :sriJoon bad on 
:Bundav is the :l:'ao.t th~1t it involver;;.-;'' common 
lab01f --. A1id, as common .labor is all right.on 
'the_ other days of the week, it follows that the sa
loou muste,be all right too, according to their rea
·soning. 'I£ these people were statesmen, to say 
. \:lotl1ing of being temperance men, they would 
. mak!3 crime to consist, not in the time, but in the 
-ch.afacter, ;0f the act. ,As it is, they show that 
th~y know nothing either of Christianity or of 
statesmapship. A. DELOs WESTCOTT. 

A. National Sabbath-crusade. 

.Jt'E;V. \VrLBUR F. CRAFTS has started .out to 
'reform the world in ,general and the United. 
States i_n . particular }n the matter .of Sabbath 
:ob~ervanc~. The reverend gentleman insists that 
:,~H':Sl!liday traffic and Sunday mails should ceas~, 
/apd flemp!lstrates, to his own satisfaction at least, 
tb~t ~11 Sunday mails and Sunday traffic are an 
l1~4ecessary. and uncalled-for_ infi·action of _the 

.J'ourth commandment. The reverend gentleman 

.- Yl'oYtld have Sabbath observance enforced by law; 
-~\fot~ld maket:he co~rts a whip of .scorpions to 
dr~ve th~ erring sons of meJJ. in at the. strait gate 
anddnto tlie narrow path which he believes has 
-its termi:naJ in the New Jerusalem. He appears 
to h'ave forgotten, if he ever lmt(w,.that the ob-
jeqt for .,vhich ~his government was established 
<by'our ·• historic sires~ and for the ;maintenance. of 
-\vh!ch millions ·in taxes are annually paid, was 
. an(l is not to coerce Ill~m into heaven, but to en-. 
apleth-em to iive on eart]:J in the fl'lll enjoyment 
of.ciViland religious liberty. 

::Congress, to which the reverend gentleman 
fondly turns for his much-desired reform, has no 
right tostl;p a single wheel in the Unite~ States, nor: 
has any State Legislature authority to prevent the 
running. ot' as many Sunday trainB as the various . 

railwal comp~nies desire to send Qut.. . . . . 
The x:_everend gentleman says that Sunday trams 
are run for the express purpose of making money 
to fatten the bank account of millionaires. Doubt
lessthey are notrun;.s,mply to wear out the rolling 
stock. %·ains are run on Sunday for the self
. same reason that Rev. Mr. Crafts preaches oiL 
Simday. · There is a demand for Sunday trains 

.and -for Sunday preaching, and just so long as 
the demand exists, Sunday trains·. and Sunday 

.· serm0hs will be supplied, and in neither case will 

. tl\e earnings be refusep. 
Rev, Mr. Crafts mahs the same mista4e as the 

·Sunday reformers who have preceded· him. The 
: qu~stidn· of Sabbath observance is something with 
which no government should med<}le. In that 
great daywhenthe sheep will bEl separated from 
the goats, he will not nnd a ·single government oii 
triaL ~The American Congress nor the English 
Parliament will be called to account colle'ctively, 
but every man. will have to toe the mark and 
'make his own plea t9 the throne of grace. 

If 1t is wrong· to travel or send letters on Sun-
. day no riiari is ·compelled to do so because facil

ities are afforded any more than he need commit 
ill9rder because it is possible for hiin to purchase 
a;~;pistol .or .a dagger. The. observance of the 
Sabbath as a day of rest is a beautiful custom, 

.. but its enforcement at the muzzle of a State. or. 
':~litiol!allaw would be as obnoxious and uncalled 
for as •the enfiJrcement of church .attendance or 
fajnily. :Br~yers by the same means: 
< :The argu$~Iit ~hat federal or State interfer
epce is f1t:lcessary to protect the ov~rworke~ rail~ 
\~\ty and : poStat employ:eS los_es _gJUQh. of its force, 

in the.face of the fact that the government pays 
postal clerks and mail. carriers higher salaries 
tium the same class of labor commands elsewhere, 
m1d that :.t very large proportion of train crews 
are paid by the trip, and dtn easily find Sunday 
substitutes if overworked, or if they have consci
entious scruples against laboring on that day . 

·The stoppage of Sunday mails would be an al
most unbearable inconvenience; the stoppage of 
Sunday trains would practically paralyze many 
branches of industry. 

.The Rev. Mr. Crafts and his co-workers are 
not reformers. They are striving to roll back 
the greatest reform that ever swept across the 
face of the civilized world; trying to rob man of 
religious liberty, and make him again the irrespon
sible creature of an autocratic religious hierarchy. 
~Dallas (Tex.) Daily News, May 22, 1889. 

National Reformers Against the-Dec
laration of Independence. 

ONLY a few years since scarcely anyone in 
this country thought of calling in question those 
matchless utterances of the Declaration of Inde-
~ . 

pendence, namely, that "all men are created 
equal" a1;d that governments d~ive "their just 
powe1•s from the consent of. the governed." But 
now the exigencies of Nntional Reform, so
called, deinand that th·. se matchless political 
truths shall be challen~ed. Thus in the Mis
souri Sabbath Convention at Sedalia, Rev. \V. D. 

· Gray, the secretary of the permanent organiza
tion, said, referring to the American Sabbath 
Union:-

"I do not believe that governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, and 
so the object of this movement is to change that feat-
ure of our fundamental law." -

More recently Rev. Dr. Holland, of St. Louis, 
is reported to have u~ed the follo,ving language 
in Cleveland, Ohio:-

"All men are not equal. vVe are not born equal, 
arid we never can be equal, and the idea that God 
created men equal grew out of the superstition and 
the infidel ignorance of an age that has pas!*ld away. 
It is God's law that .some men shall be greater than 
others, and all the anarchy and th,e comnmnism and 
the atheism of the world cannot change it. Here in 
this country we are ruled by a tovernment that up
holds this doctrine of equality, and our politicians. 
and rulers are afraid to speak the truth because the 
lower order of society has a vote, I pray to. Heaven 
that the clergy may not also be ruled by this· fear of 
votes." • · 

This utterance has .Justly excited the iudigna
. tion of those who are really attached to the prin
ciples of our government, but we have seen no 
protest from National Reformers. Commenting 
on Dr. Holland's words, the San Francisco Ex
aminer says:-· 

".Thomas Jefferson had the good-fortune to die 
some time ago. Otherwise he would have had fre
quently to s11ffer the pain ofseeirigtheDeclaration of 
Independence demolished by people who had ac
quired enough political learning to.spell it out. Per-

. haps if he were living he would say that he never 
committed the absurdity of rnaintaining that ali men 
were equal in c;apacity, but that he confined himself 
to the more reasonable assumption that they were 

: equal in their right to use what capacity they )lad to 
the best ad vantage. _ 

"But when this government was established its 
founders had no suspicion ·thatthe country would 
ever be-honored by the presence of Dr, Holland. If 
they .had they would probably have embodied in the 
Constitvtiori. a provision for the exdusjon of idiots. 
Even now, however, there is no law req11iring Scotch 
gentlemen who are dissatisfied with the principles of 
our government to stay in America." . 

We are not so cha_t;itable as the Examiner, and 
~annot agree that the d{)ctqr did not know any 

better. The error is evidently -one not of the 
head but of the heart; Dr. Holland is without 
doul;lt one of that numerous class of so-called 
Christian minist~rs who love power more than 
they do their fellow-men, and who think that by 
making the State subservient to the church they 
can rule both. The doctor ought to stand high · 
among National Reformers . 

Shall the-Bibl~ Be Read in the-Public 
Schools? 

\VE see by telegrams that Rev. Frank M. Ellis, 
formerlythe Baptist minister in Denver, but now 
stationed at Baltimore, Md., is . creating quite a 
sensation in advocating the "Dible in the public 
schools. " In the course of his remarks he said : 
"I am also in favor of the Bible in the public 
schools because Rome is opposed to it. The re
cent Lenten lecture of Cardinal Gibbons publicly ' 
advised and urged upon his people to read the / 
Bible. Now I do not say that Cardinal Gibbons 
was not honest in that advice, but if he did mean 
what he said he was not a good Catholic, and i.f 
he did not mean it he was i10t honest. The aim 
of Catholics is to make Romanists ; our aim is to 
make character. Rome. controls all her people, 
and therefore a Romanist cannot be a good citi
zen of this republic. If the pope had his way, 
our republic with its. public schools and open 
Bible would soon go. Rome has already de
clared her intention of not only driving the Bible 
from the public schools, but of also dividing th,e 
public-school funds to her own ad:vantage. 
Home openly antagonizes one of the leading in
stitutions of the country. "-Rocky Mountain . 
Herald. 

\Vh,ile we are a zealous defender of the public- _ 
school' system, we are not insisting on the rending 
of the Bible in the schools. \V e might assign 
many reasons for this. One is that as the public 
schools are supported by a public tax l~vied. on 
all ~like, it is hardly fair to insist on presenting 
to the children any system of religious instruc
tion. The Jews object to the New Testament; 
the Catholics object to the Protestant Bible, and 
the Protestants object to the Catholic Bible; 
while the Buddhists, Mohammedans, the Theoso
phists, and many others, do not wish any sacred 
books teaching religion read to their cl1ildren 
unless accompanied by such comments and ex
planations as they might deem appropriate. 
The "Bible in the Common Schools " is already' 
~ausing considerable friction and dissatisfaction, 
and if insisted on'will cause more trouble, and 
may even endanger the common-school system 
itself. . We believe the wiser and better plan 
would be . to keep the schools free from all re
ligious and sectarian influences. Let theology 
be taught in the churches, the Sabbath-schools, 
and the family, and literature, mathematics, 
science, and secular studies only be presented to 
the children of the common schools. TJ1is is a 
free country, in which every person has a right to 
worship according to the dictates of h1s own con
science. The public schools are the bulwark of 
our free institutions. vVe have gotten along over. 
a hundred years pretty well without any laws en
forcing any particular religion on i•hildren or 
aduits. It would seem that itwquld be better to 
let well enough alone, and not to get up a squab
b)e over a theological bone that might ultimate 
in the total destruction of the grand commo~l
school system of America.-Denver Eye, Jttly 12, 
1889. 
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A Non-Religious Basis for Legislation. 

WHEN we object to Sunday -legislation on 
religious grounds, we are asked how the right of 
labor shall be maintained against overwork, and 
.the greed of capital It is clearly within the 
province of the commonwealth to enter upon general 
legislation relative to this question. Where relig
iogs regard for any day is lacking, compulsory 
idleness results in holidayism. Th~s is a univer
sal fact in history. It is evident tl1at legislation, 
hitherto, has reached little practicaf good in solv
ing the problem as between capital and labor. 
The different phases of that question, regardless 
of religious considerations, are be.coming more 
and more important, as. well as more intricate. 
This, and the · eonflict over the question of legis
lation from a religious standpoint, unite to com
pel careful attention to the subject. While it 
may not be demanded of us to furni~h a better 
basis because we object to the religious basis, we 
yet suggest the f9llowing as l1elpful toward a so
lution of the problem :-

1. Let the commonwealth and the national gov· 
. ernment undertake a series of inquiries and obser
vations which shall determine what is best for 
society, apart from religious considerations as to 
statute regulations relative to labor and time. 
Something has already been .done in this direc
tion. The investigations on this point which 
are of value are those reported in 1884 by Carrol 
D. Wright, with reference to Sunday labor in 
Massachusetts. This report shows that while 
tliere is a large percentage of such labor, it is 
mainly in connection with the service of one man 
for another; and that in such service there is 
-neither loss of wages nor impairment of health 
through Sunday labor.. It also reveals the fact 
that while some of those engaged preferred not to 
work every day in the week, it was not compul
sory labor in generaL It is clear tha\ the com
monwealth may not go beyond self-protection in 
any such-legislation. ·· Neither can it require men 
,to do, from a religious standpoint, those things 
which religious obligations impose, however desir
able, when such refusal does not interfere with 
Ci vii government. . We need in'vestigations simi
lar to those made by Mr. ·wright, throughout the 
United States, and extending over a sufficient 
period of time to give a basis for scientific legis
lation touching these points. Such ex~rnination 
by State and national authority, working in con
cert, is the first essential step toward wise and 
efficient legislation on this question. 

As helpful suggestions toward wise---conclusions, 
we ma~e the following:-

(1) f;jta~t with the principle that the province 
. of the civil law is protective, in general, rather 

than compulsory. The largest liberty must be 
given to individual choice, in order to avoid gov
ernme.ntal tyranny, the dwarfing of individual 
manhood,and the destruction of individual respon

. sibility. The following suggestions are supported by 
the conclusion which the best thinkers have now, 
reached. Let there be a "ten-hour law" fixing the 
limit for a day's work; all overwork on the part 
of adults must be left to the individual choice. 

2. Guarantee to each man one full day's rest 
each week. This should be permissible, and 
protective legislation, and not compulsory. Guar
_antee this as a civil right, without re~erence to 
religious obligation. Let this guarantee include 
the right, on the part of each man, to choose the 
day on which 'he will rest.- Require the choice 
to be mutual between employer @.[\d employe. 

If men do not choose 'to rest on ~ny day, the law 
cannot compel them thus to rest any more than 
it can compel men.to eat-and drink in accordance 
with the laws of health. , 

This simple arrangement would allow all who 
wish to observe any day for religious ·reasons, full 
liberty, apd full protection. in so doing. If neces
sary, let it be supplemerit.ed by such protective · 
legislation with reference to religious assemblies 
as would insure the constitutional right guaran
teed to every man, to worship.according to the 
dictates of his own consCience. Resting from 
secular business on religiotis grounds . is at once a 
sacrifice and an act ofworship. It should there
fore be protected, but may not be compelled. 

The legislation here suggested would make lit
tle disturbance, if any, in the social and business 
status of things ·as they now exist. It would 
check the tendency so. mar~ed in certain~ quar- . 
ters, to return to the pagan theory of compulsory 
religious legislation, and to the unavoidable union 
of Church anq State, whkh must follow such 
legislation. It would protect labor against the 
greed of capital, and if, as 'advocates of stricter 
legislation insist-labor is now the main sufferer 
in the matter of time-it would compel capital 
to adjust itself to the rights of' labor, along this 
protective line. The laborer would find full relief 
under such legislatio~, and crystallized labor in 
the form of capital would· bear the burden, if 
there were any.-The Outlook. 

Would you have the State make -a law to pro
hibit this _;noise? 

Mr. Jl,-No, sir, that kind of noise does not 
disturb us. That is- an essential part of the wor
ship. 

Mr. Q.-Do you have family worship each 
day? ~f so would you have the State make a 
law to have all business stop a certain hour each 
day so people could have a quiet hour for family 
worship? .· 

Mr . .R.-The otl1er days in the-week are secu
lar and of course noise on those days -does not 
disturb ris in our devotion. ' 

Mr. Q.-Does your church hold protr:acted 
meetings some times in which you hold religious 
seryices every day in the week? 

Mr. R.-Yes, .sir. What of it ? 
Mr. Q,::__Do you have everybody in the com~ 

munity cease /_all business while your. protracted 
meetings continu~ ? 

Mr. R.-You have the advantage -of me. 
Mr. Q.-Then you see that the noise of coin· 

mon toil is not uncivil on any day of the 'week 
except on the day you think should be religiously 
observed. ·· As .you see this then, you can s~e that . 
your objection to common labor on Sunday arises· 
wholly from your religious convictions, and that 
all Sunday laws are religious. laws and relate 
wholly to. an establisl1ment of religion. 

11fr. R.-I m~y have been wrong in present
ing the subject from the standpoint that I have. 
I see that I have been favoring a Sunday law 
wholly from a religious consideration, and that I 

Reasons for Sunday Laws. was doing this because of the idea that the day is 
a sacred d(iy. 

Mr~ Q.-Do you favor religious le~slation? Mr. Q.-I have observed the seventh day of 
Mr. R.-I do not, except upon the subject of the week as the Sabbath of the Lord for more 

the Sabbath. I believe the State should make than twenty-one years. During all this time I 
and enforce Sunday laws. have gone to the bouse of worship regularly on 

Mr. Q.-Will you be SQ kind as to tell us why that day, and yet I have never asked my neigh-
-you would single out this' particular point of re-. bors ~o refrai~ _from labor on that day becaut~e I 
ligion and make it a subject of State legislation? went to wo~slii'p on that day. 

Mr. R.-Although Sunday is a religious insti- Mr. Q.-But there were so few of you. 
tution I do not regard a Sunday law as a]awupon Mr. R.-Yes, sir. We are not many, and be-
the subject of religion. The State ·only enforces cause we are few, there is all. the more people at 
it as a civil institution. work making a noise while we are at worship. 

J.Ir. Q.-'Vill yqu please to tell us by what Yet we keep the day to the Lord, and our wor
process of reasoning you can prove that labor on ship is 1\0t disturbed, for we realize that we are 
Sunday to be uncivil? rendering unto God the things which belong to 

Mr. R . ...:_ Yes, sir. Common labor. on Sunday God, and if others do not choose to do so it is 
disturbs the. quiet of the s}ay, and it is wrong. none of our business. 

Mr. Q.-,Vill ;you please to •tell us whether We have often been puzzled to understand 
Sunday is more quiet than other days in the .. how it is that the conscience of a person can be 
week as far as nature itself is concerned? so badly disturbed because he may happen to see 

Mr. R.-Of course it is ~ot. But you know or hear someone working on Sunday, and yet 
that Sunday is the day upon which people rest that same person makes no scruple about dis
from their work and attend meeting. tu1; bing Ms neighbor who keeps another day, al

Mr. Q.-But why do they choose this parti,cu- though he professes to observe the golden rule 
lar day for rest and worship? and love l1is neighbor as himself. 

Mr. B.-Because they believe the. Scriptures . Mr. R:-I had not thought of the matter from 
require them to do so. ' that standpoint. I will give this s~bject more 

Mr. Q.-Do you think it is a religious duty eareful thought. WM. CovERT. 
that you owe to God 'to do, this, or is it only a 
civil duty that you owe to the State? 

Mr. R.-You have· the advantage of me as 
you have given the subject more thought than 
I have. But if we had no Sunday law we could 
not hold religious service on Sunday at ~ll. 

Mr. Q.'--·:W_hycould you not hold services even 
if some persons were at work ? 

Mr . .R.---Be'cause the. noi~. th~t. ~beh;, .. la!>or 
would make would distm1> 'us so we. could not 
pejj,ceably hold our meetings. . . 

Mr. Q.-You say the noise would disturb 
your worship. I would ask you if" the worship
ers do not sing and the minister talk 11uite loud? 

TIJE Tucson St~r says that Columbia "offers to · 
pay the traveling expenses of everybody from 
here who will settle there, give him $6.00 a month, 
250 acres ofland, a cow, two pigs, a plow, and 
help him build a House." Yet there was a bigger 
rush to Oklahoma c in one day than in 365 days 
t~dJolumbi~t: Il9- wo»J.<;l,adc;>:Rt our na~ 
t1onal Constttutron ~.~1s, .l'iefore th~~Na
tional Reformers.:get holq of it, offering the free 
exerci~ of;religion, it wo~ld not t~ke long to nll 
up her valleys. '.Fhe human @1nd values liberty 
of conscience far above pigs and cows I-' Moral 
and Scientific Companion, 
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THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. 
WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that-a treatise underthis name, 

prepared by Alonzo T. Jones is now ready for circulation. 
This pamphlet contains the ar[!_lments in behalf of the rights of American citizens, and in oppo

sition to the Blair Sunday-rest bill, which Mr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee on 
Education and LabOr, Dec. 13, 1888. 

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts has pronounced the report as published 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READING," 
And Mr. Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have 
been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, aud counter-arguments, and is accompanied 
with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. 

As the Sunday question is now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to- all classes, 
especially legislators, lawyers, judges, and other public men. The argument is 
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Law, 

Showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of the 
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for the United States. 

The work contains one hundrlld and ninet1-two pages. Price, 25 cents. Address, 

AMERICAN SENTINEL, 
1059 Castro St .. Oakland, Cal.; 43 Bond St., New York. 

NEW BOOKS. 

In- tbe Po11owing List of Miscellaneous Books 
will be Found Something to Interest all. 

We Furnish them Post-paid at the 

PUBLISHERS' PRICES. 
--o--

327 

West Shore Railroad 
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No·m.-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

_IF you are about to write for this paper with a 
lead-pencil, please don't. Use pen and ink and 
ruled paper; then avoid crowding. If you cannot 
act in harmony with these suggestions, do not be 
surprised if your matter is not printed. It may 
be, but the chances will be against it. 

TnE Prohibitionists are displeased at Senator 
Blair, because, notwithstanding all his aforetime 
protestations of temperance principles, he re
mained away from the State during the recent 
campaign in New Hampshire, and did nothing 
for the proposed amendment. It .seems that the 
vV. C. T. U. has power to manipulate the Senator 
only in the direction of Sunday laws and other 
religio-political measures. 

A CONVENTION was held recently in San Fran
cisco to see what could be done toward organizing 
a movement in the interests of Sunday observ
ance. Dr. ·R. H. McDonald, of San Francisco, 
and C. C. Clay and William Cu\lery, of Oakland, 
were appointed a committee to endeavor to raise 
$25,000 as a campaign fund. Just how the 
money iscto•be applied we have not seen stated. 

· An effort is also being made .to secure the services 
of W. F. Crafts to assist in the work in this State. 

AYER's NEWSPAPER ANNUAL for 1889 is the 
finest and most complete directory of the kind 
which we have ever seen, and we do not 
believe that its equal has ever before been pub
lished. No newspaper office and no advertiser 
should .be without it. It is not only a complete 
directory of every periodical of every kind pub-

. lished in the United States and Canada, but it 
gives the circulation of each, and the population 
of the tcwn or city in which. published. It con
tains 1,126 pages m1d sells for $5.00, carriage 
paid. For sale by the publishers, N. W. Ayer 
& Sons, Philadelphia, Pa. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the New York Observer, 

writing of the late Paris Sunday ·convention, 
says:~ 

"The subject was treated chiefly from an economic 
and sanitary point of .view, though the moral and re
ligious advantages of Sabbath-keeping were not lost 
sight of. . . . The main resolutions, which were 
adopted after full discussion, favored the observanc.e 
bfthe Sabbath by all companies and manufacturing 
establishments, as well as by private individuals, and 
urged that in cases where the business required con
tinuous labor, arrangements should be made to allow 
all employes ehtire rest for one-seventh portion of 
time." 

Thus it seems that a rather more liberal sririt 
prevails in France in regard to Sunday than in 
our own country. Here the one gre-at and all
absorbing object of Sunday-law advocates is to 
protect the day, while there it appears that a reg
tilar weekly rest is the great thing. Nevertheless, 
the day cannot be separated from the religious 

·. cl:nmcter which has been given to it, and legisla-

tion must touch it. very lightly if it does not af
ford, one class UJ! opportunity to oppress another 
fqr f:tilure ~0 conform to their ideasof propriety 
upon that day. · 

T,HE Christian at Worlc (New Yqrk) says:
" The rector .of a ehurch in tnis city a;;,nounces that 

·he has discontinued his usual Sunday evening serv
ices because of the invasion. of the' neighborhood by 
persons of vicious character, and he expects to he com
pelled to move the church away altogether. His re
spectable parishioners, he says, dare not l;lring their 
wives and daughters out after dark for fear of exposing 
them to contact with immoral women, if not to actual 
insult. He therefore gives up the struggle to main
tain religious worship agaihst this opposition,. and 
will retire from the field as soon as he can find a 
more respectable location." 

'N e have never heard of such a ease in this 
State, yet' we have no Sunday law, while New 
York has.· 

THE adjutant-general of Tennessee has issued 
an order forbidding competitive or exhibition 
drills on Sunday; commanding officers not to 
order out ·or to permit their commands to· assem
ble for any duty or military manerlvering on 
Sunday, other than that permitted and required 
by the regulations wl1ile the forces are in camp 
under orders. The order is said ·to be issued by 
the direction of the governor. 

The American Sabbath Union· will doubtless 
point with great glee to this; but, unfortunately, 
it does not coincide with their declaration that 

· the soldiers are demanding release fr~m Sunday 
parades, for the soldiers are displeased with the 
order, Lieutenant Patterson saying that it is a 
severe blow to the military of Temiessee. 

THE New York Examiner (Baptist) says: 
"The Catholics will not 'listen for a moment to 
the Protestant propositiQn to give general instruc
tion in morality in the schools without reference 
to any particular religious sect. This they clairn 
to be impossible." And again : " ·what the 
Romish Church wants is, in brief, her own way, 
and she will a9cept no compromise." Here is a 
plum for the National Reformers and the Amer
ican Sabbath Union, both of whom are catering 
for the assistance of the Catholics in the special 
schemes of the respective associations. Rome 
will no doubt unite with them when her way 
is clear to control the objects sought. \V e are 
glad this leading Baptist organ see~ the situation ; 
but the question arises, Will it and its denomi
nation have the sagacity to ·keep clear -of the 
meshes into which the· Reformers and Sabbath. 
Unionists are endeavoring tolead the Protestants 
of the country? "A _prudent man foreseeth the 
evil and hideth himself; but the simple pass on, 
and arepunished." 

THE fbllowing is the Sunday plank from the 
Prohibition p~atform of the Massachusetts Prohi
bition convention:-

" Resoived, That we hold the religious liberty of our 
people among its highest possessions, arid that cQ.ief 
among t·he blessings to be secured are the rest and 
peace of the Sabbath." 

we find it so mew hat difficult to classify this utter
ance. It is certainly one of two things, either the 
result of a compromise, or it is an exceedingly 
awkward atter.npt to make it appear that religious 
liberty demands the passage and enforcement .of 
Sunday la,vs! But such laws do, in the very 

I nature of the case, oC necessity infringe religious 

liberty. Suppose· that the Catholic Church 
say that it was an infringement of religiousliberty? 
were, to insist on the passage of a law forbidding 
labor on good· Fri~ay, would not every Protestant 
Certainly; but it 'ivould not be nearly so much 
so as is a Sunday law, for Good Friday occurs 
only once a year, while Sunday is a.weekly festi
val, and it is just as much a religious institution as 
is Good Friday. They both belong to the church, 

_and it is just as oppressive to enforce the observ· 
ance of one as of. the other. 

THE Spokane Falls Review says :--
"Those well-meaning people who are going about 

the country circulating petitions to Congress not to 
pass the Blair Sunday bil1 are throwing away their 
time, and might as well tear up their documents and 
engage in other work. There is not the slightest 
probability of the passage nf that bill, and nobody 
knows it better than Mr. Blair himself. He would 
not be Mr. Hair, however, unless he had a hobby. 
Congress tolerates his persistent efforts to legislate the 
people into heaven on the principle that it seems to 
please him and does not interfere with o,nybody else." 

Does the Review understand fully the situa
tion? Does it know that there was presented to 
the last Congress petitions purporting to repre
sent over 14,000,000 people of the United States 
praying for a National Sunday law? In the 
fancied se!)urity in which hundreds of thousands 
rest lies the, danger· to liberty which the Rev'iew 
thinks is wholly imagiriary. "Eternal vigilance 
is the price' of liberty." 

CERTAIN advocates of Sunday legislation are 
accustomed to " bear false witness, " by asserting 
that $eventh-day , Baptists tind Seventh-day 
Adventists jdiu with saloonists in opposing Sun
l:lay laws. Those who know the facts, know that 
they are uncompron'lising foes of the saloon, ad
vocating its total destruction. \V e oppose Sun
day legislat' on on religious grounds; we oppose 
the saloon on all days, and condemn the folly of 
•legalizing its existence on six days of the week, 
and then attempting to close it on its most profit
able day upon the false plea th'at. that day is 
sacred. · It ~s wicked to lie about small things 
even. Brethren, tell the truth about us for the 
sake of your own reputation, if for nothing else. 
--,--The Otttlof!lc. 
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. T~IE harvest of grains and fruits is not more 
r~gular o.r abhndant than the yield of human af.. 

:fections, sympathies, fellowships; but here also 
there are differences of seasons and of soils. we 
. ~nust improve our spiritual husbandry. We must 
(m:rich the ground from which good qualities 

.. spring: ·we must expose our inmost. lite to-the 
qtli.ckening sun.-0. G . .Ames. 

"SENATOR DoLPH, of Oregon," says the . .Amer• 
·iGa1i S.taJtdard, "has outlined the work of Congt·ess 
this winter thus: Justice must be done the 
Chinese i~migration laborers who hold ·return 

'certificates. The interstate commerce and civil 
servi~e laws will be ame~ded; Blair's educa-
ti~n bill wili come up. The pension office will 
. be in ve~tigated, and the tariff will l: e revised." 

TJIE Herald, of Saint John's, Arizona;is another 
patriotic, paper that isn't quite ready for national 
compulsory religion. we are in receipt 'of a 
copy quoting our editorial on the teachings of 
the American Sabbath Union secretary and his 
·visit to Arizona in the interest of. Church and 
State. Arizonl!.'s press has already · m01·e real 
Christian qualities than many self..styled religious 
sheet.s.-Moral and Scientific Companion. 

Two Servian Regul;:~.tions. 

A FEW weeks ago a Servian newspaper corre-
-spondent reported that the sale of the Bible had 

_been prohibited in, Belgrade, and it_ was expected 
· the reguip,tion would aP,ply to all Servia. · Since 
:reading the report we have been watching to see 
what wicked thing this restless government would 
~do next, as a _country that prohibits the Bible in 
these days gives sad evidence of national degen
eracy. Whether the law referred to in the fol
lbwing quotation has been passed since the above· 
,interdiction, does not appear, but it is. in every · 
w~y worthy to beimmediately associated with it. 
The London Graphic says:-

''Rigid Sabbatarians 6ught to go to Servia. The 
. metropolitan Michael has succeeded in g!ltting a law 
-pas~ed by which every .,kind of. business is strictly 
:rxr64ibited on Sundays and on all holy days ,of the 
"ol:llhodox church. Thus trade is stopped on 180 days 
in tlie year, and a tradesman recently c.aughtinfring
ihg the law by selling a pennyw:orth of rice on a 

c:obi:U:ch.h!iliday was fined £4." 
'< ' <: ,- ,, 

This means 180 days 6f enforced idleness for 
men who have no religious regard for the festivals 
of the orthodox ch!lrch, as, of course, if such a 
regard existed they would not need to be thus 
compelled to be religious. It is said that the 
devil always finds some work for idle hands to 
do, and under these circumstances it is not diffi
cult to understand the state of intrigue and un
rest which has brought Servia into such promi
nence of lnte. The law is. at least consistent in 
placing all ·of the church festivals, Sunday in
«luded; on the sall!e basis, where they properly 

. belong.-Prescnt Truth, London, England. 

!he New Paganism. 

IN his Boston Monday lectures last winter 
upon religion in the public schools, Joseph Cook 
discussed the. question, "Shall the common 
schools teach · common morals 1" This is a 
singulai· question for a man who demands that a 
religiously-grounded morality shall be taught in 
the schools, and. that the religion upon which. it 
shall be grounded .shall be Christianity. It is 
also a singular question to come from a man who 
pretends to known anything about' the morality 
demanded by Christianity. Even ·though it 
should be conceded, which it is not, that the com
mon schools should teach common morality, that 
would be as far· removed from the teachings of 
morality which Christianity demands, as earth is 
from· heaven. Comll,lon morality· is . nothing but 
immorality. Common. morality is simply that 
sort of morality that is common, ·the sort of 
morality that is practiced by most of .the people; 
and to teach that in the common schools \vould be 
only to teach the pupils to do those things which 
are practiced by most of the people. In other 
words, it would simply' be teaching the pupils in 
the commQU schools to ·do as most of the people 
do. But pupils can learn to do that without any 
special instruction. 

Again: Such teaching as that erects the com
mon practice into a standard of morality which 
all must be taught and to which all must be made 
to conform. It{ other words, that which most of 
the people do it is right to do, and that is 
the correct standard of morality. This, in turn, 
involves the doctrine that what the majority does, 
or says shall be done, is ·the standard of right, 
and is to be conformed to as such. In a popular 
government the majority is the State. What the 
majority says is what the State says. Therefore, 

• as, according to this theory, what the majority 
says is right, it follows that the majority being the 
State, whattheStatesays is right .. And this brings 

. us at once face to face \vith the pagan Roman idea 
of ethics, that .the idea of the State is the highest 
idea of right, and that the voice of the people is 
the voice of God. It is demonstrated, therefore, 

that the ethics of the -Boston Monday lecture
ship of 1889 are pagan. 

But the idea of the State is not the l1ighest 
idea of right. The voice of the people is not the 
voice of God, and most especially it is not upon 
the subject of religion or morals. What the 
State says or does may be right, but it is not right 
because the State says it, for it may be wrong. 
There is a higher idea of right than the idea of 
the State, or than any which the State· can incul~ 
cate. That is the idea of right which God ex
presses and' the standard which he has estab
lished, and is as much· higher than the idea of 
the State as God's ideas are higher than those of 
tl1e Boston Monday paganism, or as God is 
higher than the inventor of it. And, according 
to this idea of ethics of morality and right, the 
voice of God only is the voice of Gorl. This 
voice of God, and this standard of right, is ex
pressed in the Bible and is exemplified h1 the life 
of Jesus Christ. It is implanted in the lmnuq} 
soul, and woven into the character of men, by 
the power of the Spirit of God in answer to a per
sonal and abiding faith in Jesus Christ. But 
such a character as that i.s not common any more 
than Jesus Christ is common. 

Further: Any such view of morals as this 
taught by the Boston Monday lecturer, reduces it 
wholly to the plane of the natural. Common 
~orals is only natural. morals, and naturai morals 
is nothing but immorality. Jesus Christ gave a 
description of the moral condition of humanity 
in its natural state. In other words, it showed 
what is the nature of this common or natural' 
morals. He said: " Out of the l1eart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit; 
lasciviousness, anevil eye, blasphemy, pride, fool
ishness." Mark 7: 21, 22. Then Paul described 
the same thing, only in other words, saying: "It 
is written, There is none righteous, no, not one; 
there is none that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of 
the way, they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not oi1e. TheiL· 
throat is an open sepulcher; with their tongues 
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is undet'
their lips; whose mouth is full of cm:sing and. 
bitterness; their feet are swift to shed blood; de
struction and misery are in their ways; and ·• the 
way of peace have they not 1mown; th('re i~ no 
fear of God before their eyes.>' Rom. 3: 10-18. 

That is natural 1~orals. .That is common 
morals, and such it will eve.r .remain in spite of 
all the St.ates on earth, until the l1eart is COllVerted 
by the power of God, and the evil fountain puri
fied from which the evil flows; and by no power 
which the State can ever exert, nor any instru
mentality which it can ever use, can it be effected .. 
It can be done alone by the power of God through, 
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the agency of his Spirit; and this is not a com
mon or natural process; but is wholly above the 
common, and is supernatural. Genuine morality, 
therefore,. in this world, is only the fruit of the 
~pirit ~,f God: Properly . S:(leaking, therHore, 
there IS no / iJch thtng as. ~ommon nr natural 
morals, and t(; claim such a thing in the name of 
Christianity is to reduce Christianity and. its 
Author to the plane of the natural, and to place it 
on a level with all the natl.u'al religioris of the 
world,· and thus reduces it to the level of pagan
ism. But any theor.y which reduces Christianity 
to the- level of paganism is a pagan theory. 
Therefore, it is again demonstrated that the ethics 
of the Boston Monday lectureship are pagan ethics 
only. This is not only the logic of the theory, it 
is the fact, for Mr. Cook says:-

"Merely natural morals, if taught thoroughly, 
must include the morals taught hi the highest of all 
historical realities in morals, namely, the character 
of Christ as a man, .and, therefore, the picture of the 
character of Christ as contained in the New Testa
ment literature is not to be excluded from the public 
schools." 

This puts the character of Christ as he lived iu 
this world upon the plane-of the "merely natural," 
and it makes the pictm;e of the character of Christ, 
as contained in the New Testament- literature,- a 
merely natural thing, and the morality of Christ 
a merely natural morality. This distinctly places 
Jesus Christ and his character, and the re9(}rd of 
it, all upon the phin~ of the merely natural, than 
which nothing can be mor~ false, nor more ab
horrent to the character of Christ, or to the 
picture of that chawcter as. given 'in the New 
Testament. 

J t>sus Christ is not a natural product, and there
fore the morals of Christ are 1iot natural morals. 
The character of Qhrist1 whether as pictured in 
the New Testame11t or tl1e Old, is not a natural 
product. That picture is not a natural picture. 
It is all supernatural. Jesus Christ is t)1e Lord 
from heaven. His coming into this world was 
wholly miraculous, and t}H) miraculous is not tl1e 
natural. The pictur_e of that character as drawn 
it1 the Scriptures is a picture drawn by inspiration 
of God. The Spirit of Christ itself foretold his 
coming; the manner of his birth, and of hi~ death. 
That same Spirit recorded the fa?t of his coming, 
of his birth, his manner of life, his death, his 
resurrection, and his ascension again to heaven. 
These Scriptures came not· " by the' will of man, 
but holy men <>f God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost." To make that character, 
or tl1e record of it_, a " merely natural" thing, a:s 

. the Boston Monday lectureship distinctly does, 
robs Jesus Christ of his divinity, destroys the 
gospel of salvation, and turns the record of it 
into a myth. Placing all of this on the level 
of the merely natural; does distinctly place it 
on a level with all the natural religions that have 

-ever been, an4 so- makes it essentially pagan. 
·' For the sake of the case, we present another 
.extract i~t the same line as the above, more fully 
to show that such is intentionally the ethics of. 
the Boston Monday lectureship, and that such is 
the. deduction that was intentionally reached in 
the lecture under consideration. The lecture 
closed with these words:- · 

':In Christ, the highest etltical reality k11own to es-
, 'tablisbed and incontrovertible history, there is the 

highest self-revelation of God. That revelation, so 
. far forth as Christ is man, is a part of natural moraJs. 

. Any system of instructfon which shuts its eyes to 
this fact, shuts its eyes to reality. A book on archi
tecture that should not mention the Parthenon, or 
one on painting that should say notbi~ of the Sis-

tine Chapel, would be no-more· defective than is any forget the eternal oath which they have taken that 
book on pure1y natural morals without a definite ac- the liberty wherein they stand must to the-end of 
count of the highest .historical reality in moralB-'-the time be guaranteed to every member of the human 
character of Christ as a man and the ethics of the race, as fur·as in them lies, and so help them God. 
gospel. Natural morals, if taught thoroughly, teach, "With this freedom come many peril:;;, dangers 
of course, the highest attained moral ideas. The which would be largely averted ina sterner goveni
character of Christ, as exhibiting the highest ideal of mental structure. All liberty has its dangers. The 
morals actually attained among men, is the supreme liberty to walk given to the child is the liability to 
illustration, and contains the organiziNg principles of fall. The danger to t11e captive set free is that !10 
every scheme of natural morals that can· be called may fall into more galling chains. But ber.ause of 
thorough or scientific. No adequate picture of that the perils of freedom, we do not lose our love for 
character exists except in the New Testament .. Nat- liberty." 
ural morals, therefore, cannot be thoroughly taught The writer might Iiave added, "Nor is liberty 
when the Bible is excluded from the schools; and the less necessary to de:velopment because of the 
hence the State, in the exercise of its right of self-
preservation, has authority to· require that it shall perils which necessarily accompany it.'' The 
not be so excluded. (Applause.)" proper office of civil government is to :r-rotect the 

That is but to say that tl1e highest ethical rights of all; to this end it forbids those acts 
reality known to established and incontrovertible which treljlch upon the rights of othqrs, not be
history is a purely natural one. It is to say that · cause such acts are immoral, but because they 
the character of Christ, as a man, and the ethics are uucivil .. 
of the gospels, a,re as purely natural as was the -~---.-----
Parthenon, or as are the paintings in the Sistine Their Object. 
Chapel. It says that the highest attained moral 
ideas are but purely natural ones. Hence the 
State as the· highest natural organization of men 
must adopt, inculcate, and enforce, a system of 
purely natural morals as, the highest ideal, and 
this it must do wholly in the exercise of its right 
of self-preservation. And this is only another 
:fimn of expressing the highest ideal of paganism 
--"the idea that the State is the highest ideal of 
ethics. And such is the highest ideal of ethics at
tained in the Boston: Monday lectureship. There
fore, the ethics of tl~e Boston Monday lecture
ship is essentially pagan. 

And that is the idea, and such the ideal, to 
which it is proposed to pledge the American sys
tem ot' government by constitutional amendment 
establishing. religion in the public schools. Are 
the American people ready to declarE( their gov
ernment pagan, as· the Boston· 'Monday lecture
ship has declared itself? Are the American 
people ready to indorse by. their votes the Boston 
Monday paganism, as did that " immense audi
ence'' at Tremont ·Temple, February 11, 1889, 
by its repeated and "loud applause"? 

A. T. J. 

Baptists and Religiou& Liberty. 

WE can but wish that tl1e following· words by 
Rev. J. Herndon Garnett, editor of the Rerald 
of Truth, the leading Baptist paper of this. coast, 
were true of all Baptists. In the Herald of 
October 9 Mr. Garnett says:::..:.__ 

''Americans are constantly tempted to forget their 
birthright, religious liberty. Upon one pretext or 
other, there are good people ever and imon arising 
who ten· us of some legislation which, .should be 
effected to opera~ in favor of religion .. · ~1is to them 
is ample cause for action. The Jesuitiifi!l, policy," The 
end justifies the means," is wonderfu_lly 'hu)nan. 

These misguided, but well-meaning~_peqple, appear' 
to Christian voters and patriots along the religious 
line, and think thereby to touch the most powerful 
sentiment, and arouse to action the conscience of 
Christendom. Just here eternal vigilance and wide
awake discrimination are all-important. The end 
here must never justify the means. There is to us no 
end possible to be reached by legislative enactment, 
which would be worth the surrender of this American, 
Christ-given principle ofreligious freedom. This is a 
boon which was bought with blood, on whose early 
·cradle the ashes of our Christian ancestors fell, and • 
whose birth-throes were_ the beginni!Jg of the freest 
and grandest government which the 'Yorld has yet 
seen . 

"Bapiists,-peculiarly, love to remember that· the 
seed of this principle in. the soil of the Old World and 
the New was watered with the blood, and suffered the 
cruel imprisonment, of some of their best and bravest 
sires. They cannot forget this. Neither can they 

THE following paragraph is from a paper on 
'The American Sabbath," read at the Ocean 
Grove Convention, August 9, by Dr. Robert S. 
Doherty, formerly assistant editor of the New 

· York Christian Advocate. He said:-
" The Sunday newspaper, as published in our chief 

cities, is a peculiarly American institution. It could 
not be supported by its foreign patronage, nor, for 
that matter, without~ Christian patronage. It is di
rectly hostile to the Sabbath. Now the most serious 
aspect of this Sunday paper business is not so much 
the fact that a few journeymen printers are e1igaged 
after midnight on Saturday, or that the fust train car
ries the ed~tion with great speed, and with more Ol' 

less disturbance, out into the remote parts of the 
country. The chief mischief is done in the reading 
of the paper. ·For this there is no excuse. For the 
harm ;which comes from .it, the reader is himselrre
sponsible:" 

In this ·short paragraph we have again re-
"' vealed to us the real object of Sunday laws,

they are not so much for the purpose of prohib
itin~ all labor on the first day of t_he week, as 
for the purpose of inducing men to go to church 
by cutting off all other means of spending the 
day. From this and similar utterances, we are 
warranted in the conclusion that if all the people 
would faithfully attend church every Sunday 
there would not beso much objection raised to 
the work which is done outside of church hours. 

This is not an isolated • utterance. Everyone 
who· fights the Sunday newspa1)er makes the 
same statement. ·when told that more work is 
done on Sunday in preparing the Monday paper 
than in preparing the Sunday morning edition, 
they say that the Sunday work that is done. by 
the newspaper empfoyes is not the evil ag~inst 
which they strike; but that what they are, con
cernecl about is the fact that the newspapers keep 
people away from the church and destroy the et: 
feet of the sermon on tho§e who do go. Thus 
they show that they are working not so much in . 
the interest of Sunday rest as in the interest of the 
pulpit.; We wish to emphasize t1Jis point until om· 
readers see that this Sunday movement is nothing 
more nor less than an effort on the part of the 
churches to have the State legislate in. their be-
h~ . 

. But this is not all that is shown ; the para- · 
graph just quoted shows the seemingly utter in
ability of the advoc~tes of Sunday hrws to com
prehend the fact that . the State does not possess 
the same power that the Spirit of God does. 
They want the State to pass laws to suppress a 
thing tbe evil of which, they themselves confess, 
rests so~ly .with the individual. It is not a pub
lic nuisance.-:not son1ething which, like the sa-



'\ 

'THE A.~&E)RICAN SENTI'NEL. 331 

lqpn, tel)_ds onlyto destroy the well-being of snci
ety; for whatever mischief is done, the individual 

· readeri& himself alone responsible. Yet they ex
- p€ict that the State is going to remedy this evil; they 
expect· that the State, by taking away the news
paper, will make the individual who now reads it 

. r,;pirituaily-m1nded. They do not seem to under
- stand that the lack of spirituality is what leads 
professed Christians to read these papers when 
they should be engaged in worship; and that ifthe 
newspapers were taken away, their camal minds 
wemld fii1d some other\vorldly means of gratifica
tion. If theywould ~hink of the matterser~ously, 

, they could but confess that the suppressiOn of 
the_ Sunday newspaper would not in the slightest 
degree increase the spirituality of the people;\ and 
th:it admission would at the same time he a con

' f~ssiotl'that they are more interested in having 
_ pedple possess ~form of godliness than in labor

.· ing · thrqngh the divinely-appointed agencies to 
re~t)ly. com~rt them; in other W?rds, th:,tt they 
. have lost sight of the gospel. And so it 1s no 
; ddlibt true ~mt while .N~tional Reformers have 
~s6 much to say about atheism on the part, of 

:those 'who oppose Sunday Jaws, they themselvP.s 
are' n\ost zealously working to undermine true 
'Christianity. E. J. w. 

Somewh(:lt Mixed. 

Tim Examine'i' (Baptist) of Oct~ber 3, has-au 
ttrticle entitled, "License They Mean," from. 
which ~I. quote as follows:-

~' Recently a party liafl been forming to resist the 
p-~~,ssage.Qfa law by Congress prohibiting the running 

. of interstate Sm~day trains. This, too, is stigmatized 
: as an unwarrantable interference with the rights of 
' conSCi!=liice-a first step toward union of Church and 

State) aiid the destruction of religious liberty. It 
· ca1;1not be u11profitable, therefore,. to ihquire what 
· £otcethere is in the~Je representations. '£he principle 
of libettyand -the idea of law must intersec.t e'ach 
ottier SO,!p-ewhere; -the. practically important question 

· is;-_Where should the line of intersbction be, that jus
tice may be secured for all1 

, •I. T-he. principle of religious liberty requires only one 
. thing: That all religious beliefs should be placed on 
•JJJ:l. equality before the law, so that. no one should be 
.either favored or punished because of his opinions, 
Whether .privately held or publicly expressed; so that 
irithei/public expression breaches of-the peace are 

· not provoked. The principle of religious liberty does 
rt?t require that men shall not be held at;countable 

' for overt acts, not directly connected with the worship 
of God, or even· for such acts if they tend' to provoke 
a breaCh_ of the peace. ,The offering of human sacri
flees, for example, or immoral orgies, could not be 

• -daimed:.as. exempt from civil law 'on the plea that 
tliey were a part of religious worship. But, in a gen
eritl way',.it may be safely said that the State will ,not, 
and should not, interfere with any form of religious 
worsbip. 

"But with respect to the.-<laily-conduct of life, the 
ca,<;e is otherwise. . ; . 
· '~The civil law must, therefore, for the safety of so

.ciety, prohibit all immoral acts, whether religious 
.sainction be pleaded for them 9r not" It must puni<>h 

· • crime, even if the cri~inal claim to be the high priest 
. of. son1e relig!on. It may make unlawful acts, 

· deemed inconsistent with the general welfare-Buch 
as unneces8ary Stmday labor-witliuutinfracticin of re
ligious liberty, or taking the first step towards a relig
iojls establishm()nt. In short, it may preserve in 

· practice a distinction often recognized in the abstract 
-:-"the distinction between liberty and license. Lib
erty i'l freedom under just law, the freedom to do 
right; _license is freedom without law, the freedom to 
do wrong. Every 1nan' has a right to liberty; no 
.r.uaii can claim the right to license/' 
; IDbe :proposed law referred to is not so innocent 
as the Ea;aminer would have us suppose ; t11e de
signed Ja.w tvould stop ·not only the running of 
~:i~terstate trains upou Sunday, but it would pr~ 

hibit all forms of labor and business upon that 
day, in aU places subject to the exclusivejurisdic

' tion of the United States. __ It is not, however, 
the law, but the pri1iciple of such legislation 
which I wish to discuss. 

It is true, as the Exam·iner says, that "the 
principle of liberty and the idea of law must in
terseet each other somewhere," but it is also true 
that if the 'principle of liberty is to be preserved, 
the intersection must be at a point which will not 
infringe the natural rights of a single citizen. 
The question then naturally arises, Has the Ex: 
a.minm· indicated that point?-It has not. Surely 
the editor of that paper could not have consid
ered his words carefully, or he never would, have 
said:-

" The principles of religious liheiiy-require-only one 
thing: TQ,at all religious beliefs should be placed on 
an equality before the law, AO that no one should he 
either favored or punished because of his opinions, 
whether privately held or publicly expressed." 

Would the E'Vamine'i' agree that perfect relig
ious freedom was enjoyed in .a country which 
pertpitted the teaching of all the doctrines held 
by Bap~sts, but· forbl\de the rite of baptism?
Certainly not. It would insist, and . properly, 
too, as it does in Rtissia to-day, that tlie pi·inci
ples of religious freedom demand not only liberty 
to believe and teach, but also liberty to practice. 

It is objected, however; that ",there is not a 
vice or crime that has not been made a religious 
duty. The Thugs of India counted murder a 
holy act, most acceptable to their goddess Kali; 
the worshipers of Moloch 1Ji).ought it a virtue to 
cast theit· babes into the fire; the fullowers of 
Ashtoreth and Aphrodite performed a worthy 
act of worship in sacrificing their ehasttity." Aud 
the question is asked, Shall such things be per
mitted in the name of religion ?-By no means. 
Ail of these things, and many others which 
might be enumerated, are not only immoral, but 
they are uncivil, that is, they cannot be praeticed 
without· infringing upon the rights of others, 
therefore it is not only the right, but it is the duty, 
of civil government to prohibit them; but this it 
does, not because they are immoral, but because 
they are in their very nature uncivil. 

But the real animus of the .Examiner's article 
is revealed in the words: "It [the civil law] may 
make unlawful acts deemed inconsistent with the 
general welfare-such as unnecessary Sunday la
bor-without infraction of religious liberty." 
This is virtually placing Sunday work on the 
same level with murder and prostitution; but does 
it belong in the same category ?~Bigotry may 
say that it does, but common sense says that it 
does not; for the reason that work is ri$'ht of it
self, while- murder and prostitution are always 
and everywhere wrong and uncivil. If they 
were right six days in each week, it would be 
hard to make it appear that they were wrong 
upon th;e remaining day; but they are never· 
right; they are never civil. 

If Sunday work is in any way evil, it is. be
cause of the reli~ous charact\Clr of the day upon 
which it is done, and not because there is any
thing wrong in the work itself. It is this fact 
which marks the wide difference between it and 
the offenses against nature with which some seek 
to class it. . 

It is very true, as the Examiner says, that 
"liberty-is freedom under just law, the freedom 
to do right," but is a law that arbitrarily makes 
a crime on one day that which is laudable upon 
another, a just law? Justice answers, No; God 
alone.has the right to command men under pen-

alty ofsin,,and he. alone h:i.S a ri&'ht to judge...and 
punish men fcn· violations of the divine law-; 
Even if it could be shown th~t the la,v of God re
quires Sunday-keeping.._ it would not alter the 
case in the least; the observance or non-observ-

- ance of a day, or any number ?f days, is not a 
proper subject of legislation. The keeping of a 
Sabbath is an act of worship; it belongs alone to 
God, and, according to t~1e words of our Saviour, · 
every man must be left free to render unto God 
the things that are God's. C. P. BoLLMAN. ·. 

Religion-and the State. · 

'\V E have -several times referred to the-famous 
case of the Cincimiati scl10ol. board upon religious 
exercises in the public schools. '\V e have printetl 
a part of the-speech of Hon. Stanley Mathews at 
the trial· of the c,ase. In the decision of the court, 
two of the judges, Hagans and St~rer, decided iti 
favor of religion in the schools. The third mem
ber of the court, Judge Taft, dissented. The 
case then went to the Supreme. Court of the State, 
though the question involved in the appeal 'YIIS 
not strictly whether religion should be taught in 
the schools or not, but Ivhether tl1e school board 
had the right to prohibit it if it clwse. The Su
preme Court reversed the decision of the Superior 
Court, deciding that the sclwol board had such 
power under the constitution and laws of the State 
of Ohio. This of course was indirectly a decision 
that religious instruction, or the conducting of re
ligious exercises, is not one of the functions of the 
State of Ol1io. This question being involved, 
though indirectly, the Supreme Court took occa
sion to express its views upon the question. The 
decision was rendered by Chief Justice ·welsh. 

That part of the decision in which the views of 
the court upon the' question are given, we he;e 
present to the reade-rs of the SENTINEL. The ar
gument is unanswerable, and we commend it to 
the careful consideration of the Americ~n people: 
"BoARD OF EDUCATION,- CINCINNATI,} 

Vs. , 

1\iiNOR ET AL. 
"We are told that 'the word 'religion' must 

mean 'Christian religion,' because Christmnity is 
a })art of the common law of this country, lying 
behind m:d above its constitutions. Those who 
make this assertion can hardly be serious; and 
intend the real import of their langttage. If 
Christianity is a law of the State, like every other 
law it must have a sanctiQn. Adequate penalties 
must be provided to enforce· obedience to all its 
requirements and precepts. No one seriously 
contends fill' any such doctrine in this country, . 
or, I might almost say, in this age of the world. 
The only foundation-rather, the only excuse-_ 
for the proposition· that Christianity is a part of 
the law of this country, is the fact that it is a 
Christian country, and that its constitutions and 
laws are made by a Christian people. .1\_nd is it 
not the very fact that these laws dq not· attempt 
to enjoTce Christianity, or place it ·upon ex
ceptional or vantage-ground, itself a strong evi
dence that they aTe the laws of a Christian people, 
and that their religion is the best and purest (lf 
religions? It is a strong evidence that their t•e
ligion is indeed religion 'without partiality,' and, 
therejoTe, a religion 'without. hypocrisy.' 

"True Christianity asks no aid from the sword 
of civil authority. It began without the sword, 
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and wherever it has taken the sword it· has per
ished by the sword. To depend on civil author
ity for its enforcement is to acknowledge its own 
weakness, which it can never afford to do. ·It is 
able to fight its own battles. Its weapons are 
moral and spiritual, and not carnal. Armed 

, with these, and these alone, it is not afraid nor 
ashamed to be compared with other religions, and 
to withstand them single-handed. And the very 
reason why it is not afraid or ashamed is that it 
l:s not the 'power of men,' but 'the power of 
God,' on which it llepends. True Christianity 
never shields itself behind majorities. Nero, and 
the other persecuting Roman emperors, were 
amply supported by majorities; and yet the pure 
and peaceable religion of Christ in the end tri
U{llphed over them all ; and it is only when it at
tempted itself to enforce religion by the arm of 
authority, that it began to wane. A form of re
ligion that cannot live under equal and impartial 
laws ought to die, and sooner or later must die. 
Legal Christianity is a solecism, a contradiction 
of terms. When Christianity asks the aid of the 
government beyond mere impartial protection, it 
denies itself. Its laws are divine, and not human. 
Its essential interests lie beyond the 1·each and 
range of human governments. United with gov
ernment, religion never rises above the merest 
superstition ; united with religion, 'government 
never rises above the merest despotism ; and all 
history shows us that the more widely and com
pletely they are separated, the better it is for 
both. 

"Religion is not-much less is Christianity or 
any other particula~r sy~tem of religion-named in 
the preamble to the Constitution of the United 
States as one of the declared objects of govern· 
ment; nor is it mentioned in the clause ~n ques
tion, in our own constitution, as being essential to 
anything beyond mere human government. 'Re
ligion is 'essential' to much more than human 
government. It is essential to man's spiritual in
terests, which rise infinitely above, and are to 
. outlive, all human governments. It would have 
been easy to declare this great truth in the con
stitution, but its framers w<tuld have been quite 
ont of their proper sphere in making the declara
tion. They contented themselves with declaring 
that religion is essential ·to good government, 
providi~g for the protection of all in its enjoy
ment, each in his own wa:y, and providing means 
for the diffusion of gep.eral knowledge among the 
people. The declaration is, not that government 
is essential to f$Ood religion, bu,t that religion is 
·essential to good government. Both propositions 
are true, but they are true in quite different 
senses. Good government is essent'ial to religion 
for the purpose declared elsewhere in the same 
section of the constitution, namely; for the. pur
pose of mere protection. But religion, morality, 
'l.nd knowledge are essential to government, in 
the sense that they have the instrumentalities for 
producing ana perfecting a good form of govern
ment. On the other hand, no government is at 
all adapted for producing, perfecting, or propa
gating a good religion. Religion, in the widest 
and best sense,·has most, if not all, the instru
mentalities for producing best forms of govern
ment. 'Religion is the parent, and not the off
spring, of good government. Its kingdom is first 
to be sought, and added thereto. True religion 
is the sun which gives to good government all its 
true lights, while the latter merely acts upon re
ligion by reflection. 

" Properly speaking, there is no such thing 

as 'religion' of the State. What we mean by 
that ph:~:ase is, the religion of some individual, or 
set of individuals, taught and enforced by the 
State. The State can have no reli?ious opinions; 
and if it undertakes to enforce the teaching of 
such opinions, they must be the opinions of some 
natural person or class of persons. If it embarks 
in this business, whose opinions shall it adopt? 
If' it adopts the opinions of one man, or one class 
of men, to what extent may it group together the 
opinions of all? And where this conflict exists, 
how thorough will the teaching be? Will it be 
exhaustive and exact, as it is in the elementary 

. literature and in the sciences usually taught to 
children ? And if not, which of the doctrines or 
truths claimed by each will be blurred over, and 
which taught in preference to those in conflict? 
These are difficulties which we do not have to 
encounter when teaching the ordinary branches 
of learning. It is only when we come to teach 
what lies 'beyond the scope of sense or reason' 
-what from its very nature can only be the ob
ject of faith-that we encounter these difficulties. 
Especially is this so when our pupils are children 
to whom we are compelled to assume a dogmati~ 
cal method and manner, and whose faith at last 
is more a faith in us than anything else. Sup
pose the State should undertake to teach Chris
tianity in the broad sense in which counsel apply 
the term, or the 'religion of the Bible,' so as 
also to include the Jewish faith, where would it 
begin? how far would it go? and what points of 
disagreement would. be omitted ? 

"If it be true that our law enjoins the teach· 
ing of the Christian religion in the schools, surely, 
then, all its teachers should be Christians. Were 
I such a teacher, while I should instruct the pu~ 
pils·that the Christian religion was true, and all 
other religions false, I should tell them that the 
law itself was an unchristian law. One of mv 
first lessons to the pupils would show it to be u~
christian. That lesson would be: 'Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them; for this is the law and the prophets.' 
I could not look the veriest infidel or heathen in 
the face and say that such a law was just, or that 
it was a fair specimen of Christian republicanism. 
I should have to tell him that it was an outgrowth 
of false Christianity, and not one of the 'lights' 
which Christians are commanded to shed upon 
an unbelieving world. I should feel bound to 
acknowledge to him, moreover, that it violates the 
spirit of our constitutional guaranties, and is a 
State religion in embryo; that if we have no 
right to tax him to support 'worship;' we have 
no right to tax him to support religious instruc
tions; that to tax a man to put down his own 
religion is of the very essence of tyranny; that 
however small the tax, it is the first step in the 
direction of an 'establishl!lent of religion;' and 
I should add that the first step in the direction 
involves the fatal step, because it.Jogically in
volves the last step. 

"But it will be asked, How can religion, in this 
general sense, be es~ential to good government? 
Is atheism, is the religion of Buddha, of Zoroaster, 
of Lao-tse, conducive to good government? Does 
not the best government require the best religion? 
-Certainly the best government requires the best 
religion. It is the child of true religion, or of 
truth on the eubject of religion, as well as on all 
other subjects. But the- real question here is not, 
What is the best religion? but, How sliall this best 
religion be secured? I an~wer, It can best be se
cured by adopting the doctrine ofthis..seventh sec-

tion in our own bill of rights, and which I sum
m~;trize in two words, by calling it the doctrine of 
'hands off.' Let the State not on{y keep its own 
hands off, but let it also see to it that religious 
sects keep their hands off each other. Let relig
ious doctrines l1ave a fair field, and a free, intel
lectual, moral, and spiritual conflict. The weakest 
-that is, the intellectually, morally, and spiritu
ally weakest-will go to the wall, and the best 
will triumph in the end. This is the golden truth 
which it has taken the world eighteen centuries to 
learn, and which has at last solved the terrible 
enigma of Church and State. 

"Among the many forms of stating this truth, 
as a principle of government, to my mind it is 
nowhere more fairly and beautifully set forth 
than in our own constitution. Were it in my 
power, I would not alter a syllable of the form 
in which it is there put down. It is the _true 
republica~ doctrine. It is simple and easily 
understood. It means free conflict of opinions 
as to things divi.ne. It means masterly inac
tivity on the part of the State, except for the 
purpose of keeping the conflict free, and pre
venting the violation of private rights or of the 
public peace. Meantime, the State will impar~ 
tially aid all parties in their struggles after re
ligious truth, hy providing means for the increase 
of general knowledge, which is the handmaid of 
good government, as well as of true morality. 
It means that a man's rights to his own religious 
convictions, and to impart them to his own chil
dren, in harmless acts of worship towards the 
Almighty, are as sacred in the eye of the law as 
are the rights of person or property, and that, 
although in the minority, he shall be protected 
in the full, unrestricted enjoyment thereof. The 
'protection ' guaranteed by the section in ques
tion means protection to the minority. Tho 
majority can protect itself. Constitutions are 
enacted for the purpose of protecting the weak 
against the strong, the feW· against the many. 

"As with individuals so with governments, the 
most valuable truths are discovered late in life, 
and, when discovered, their simplicity and beauty 
make us wonder that we had not known them 
before. Such is the character and h~tory of the · 
truth . here spoken of. At first sight it seems to 
lie deep; but, on close examination, we find it 
to be only a new phase or application of a 
doctrine with which true religion every~vhere 
abounds. It is the simple doctrine of conquering 
an enemy by kindness. Let religious sects adopt 
it toward each other. If you desire people to 
fall in love ·with your religion, make it lovely. 
If you wish to put down a false religion, put it 
down by kindness, thus l1eaping coals of fire on 
its head. You · cannot put it down by force; 
that has been tried. To, make the attempt is to 

·put down your own religion, or to abandon it. 
Moral and spiritual conflicts cannot be profitably 
waged with carnal weapons. When so carried 
on, the enemy of truth and right is too apt to 
triumpJ!. Even heathen writers have learned 
and taught this golden truth. Buddha says: 
' Let a man overcome anger by love, evil by 
good, the greedy by liberality, and the slanderer 
by a true and upright life.' Christianity is full 
of this truth, and, as a moral code, might be said 
to rest upon it. It is in hoc signo, by the use of 
such weapons, that .Christianity must rule, if it 
rules at all. 

"We are all subject to prejudices deeper, more 
fixed, on the subject of religion than on any other. 
Each is, of course, unwary of llis own prejudices. 



' ·4 charige of .circumst;;tnces often opens our eyes. 
No Protest!w.t in .Spain, and no Catholic in this 
country, will be found insis~ing that the govern

:Ii).ent of' his residence shall support and teach its 
o~n· religion to' the exclusion of all others, and 
t~x ~ll alike for its support .. I~ it _is right for 
6!Jce government to do so, then 1t 1s nght for all. 
W,. ere Christians in the minority here, I appre-
1{ettd no .such policy would be thought of by 
them. This is the existing policy of most na
dons in the world. Christian countries, how
ever, are fast departing from H. Witness Italy, 
P~t1ssia, Spain, and E.Qgland. The true doctrine 
. oil thesubject is the doctrine of peaceful disa
greement, of charitable forbearance; and .a perfect 
irpparti31ity. 

' 1 Three :men--say a Chrio;tian, an infidel, and 
a,Jew~ought ,to be able to carry .on a govern

.· nient for their common benefit, and· yet leave the 
. relighus.doctrines and worship of each unaffected 

.• thereby, otherwise than by fairly and impartially 
· prvtectin~·each, arid aiding each in his searcl1es 
:athir trutl1. If they are sensible and fair men 
tiil:ly will · so carry on ·their government, and 
.··~.\lrrY it on successfully and for the benefit of au. 
If they are not sensible and fair ·men, they will 
be apt to quarrel about religion, and, in the ~nd, 
have a1bad government and bad religion, if they 
do . not destror both. Surely the~ cwld well 
an,d safe~y carrf on. aD.?' oth~r busm.ess, a~ ~hat 
.of banking, w1thout · .mvolvmg thmr rehgwus 
opinions, or. any acts of religious worship. Gov• 
ernmen,t i~ an :or~m~ization for a particula~ pur
:pose. It Is not almighty, and we are not to. look 
. to. it f'or everything. . The great bulk of human 
a:lf~tirs and . human interests is left 'by any ll'ee 

.· gpvernment to indiyidual enterprise .and indi
v;dual action.. Eeligion is eminently on(;l of 
these inte~es~s, lying'outside the true and legiti-
mate provmce of' govm~nment. . 

. '' Co\lnsel say that to withdraw all religious in
struction from the ·Schools would be to put them 
cihder the. control of 'infidel sects.' Tliis is by 

· no mea~s so. 'fo teach the doctrines of infi
delity; and thereby teach that Christianity is 
(4lse, is one thing, and to give no instruction on 
t.he subject is quite ~other thing. ·· '.~;'he only fair 
arid impartial method, where serious objection is 
Jriade, fs ~o let each sect give its own instructions 
elsewhere than in ~he State schools, where, of 

' necessity, among other subjects of instruction, 
~here are many others which can more conveu
iently, satisfactorily, and safely be taught else
where. Our charitable punitive, or disciplinary, 
instructions st;;tnd on an entirely· different foot
ing, \!:'here .the State takes the place. of the 
parent i to him ·will act the part of a parent or 
guardian in directing what religious instr.uction 
shall be given. 

"The principles J1ere expressed at•e not new. 
They are the same, so tar as applicabh1, enun
Ciated by this court in Bloom vs. Richards, 2 
Qhio Street 387, and in McGatrick v.~. Wason,4Ib. 
566. · They are as old as Madison; and were his 
favorite opinions.. Madison, who had more to do 
with framing the Coi~stitution of the .United States 
tl,lali any other man, and· whose purity odife and 
oythodoxy of /religious belief no one questions, 
hill}selfsays:- ' 

"~Religion i~ not in· tlJe purview of human gov-
ernment.' And again he says: 'Religion is es
.se.ntiall.ydistinc; from humanlovermnent and 

.. e:x;'enipt from ~ts . cognizance. . connection be
t~e(iln them , is injurious to both. There are 
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, causes in the human breast which insure the per
petuity·of religion without the aid of law.' 

"In his letter to Governor Livil)gstone, July 10, 
1822, l1e says: 'I observe with particular pleas
ure the view you have taken of ·the immunity of 
religion from civil government; in every case 
where it does not trespass on private rights or the 
public peace. This has always been a favorite 
doctrine with me.' 

"I have made this opinion exceptionally 
and laboriously long. I have done so in the 
hope that .I might J;hereby aid in bringing about 
a harmony of views, and the fraternity of feeling 
between different classes of society; who have a . 
common interest in the great public institution of 
the State, which, if managed as sensible men 
ougl1t to manage it, I have. no doubt will be a 
principal instrumentality in working orit for us 
,:Yhat all desire,-the best form of government and 
the purest system· of religion.'' 

Decision rendered December, 1872 . 
\ 

· They Subvert the ·Gospel. 

THE Christian St(desman of August 22 con
tains an extract from m;e Dr. Bellville on "The 
Change of the Sabbath," which shows again how 
completely the imbibing of National Reform ideas 
tends to wipe out what.· knowledge of the true 
gospel of Christ one may already have. The· 
writer says:~ 

" Expositors are of the · opinion that the 118th 
psalm is a direct prediction that the day of Christ's 
resurrection was to be the day on which the Sabbath 
should be kept under the gospel dispenRation ; and if 
it does, the .first day is established beyond a doubt . 
The fourteenth verse of this psalm reads : ' The Lord 
is my strength and song, and i!l become my salvation.' 
Now, this fact was accomplished when Christ arOS!3 
from the dead; for Christ never became the salvation 
of the world until the resurrection. " · 

This will be news to thousands of Bible stu
dents. If Christ was not the salvation of the 
world. until the resurrection: ·then one of two 
things must be true,-eitlwr there was no salva
tion for anybody until after the resurrection, or 
else there was another Saviour besides Christ. 
That the first of these is not true may be proyed 
by any child that has read the Old Testament; 
for, aside from. the pJany passages which show 
the writers to have a full knowledge of saving 
grace, we have the recorded fact that Elijah and 
Enoch were taken bodily to l1eaven. These two 
instances prove that there was salvation.for man
kihd before the resurrection. And that the 
second poslti~n. is not. true is proved by the 
words of Peter, who said that besides the name 

·'of Jesus there is· no bther name under heaven 
given among men whereby we m~st be saved. 
Yet in order to have a show of authority for Sun
day observance, and thereby to have a still fur
ther . show of authority for ounday legislation, 
Sunday a~vocates boldly deny the fundamental 
principles of the gospel. ·· · 

The more one studies this so-called National 
Refbrm movement, the more he will be convinced 
that it is the most subtle scheme for the under
mining of Christianity that Satan ever invented. 
While National Reform Sunday-law advocates are 
making wh?lesale. charges of atheis~ against 
those who dtffer with them, we should hke to see 
them slww some indicatioU: of a knowledge on 
the,ir part of what Christianity is~ All the 
avowed infidels that the world has known, from 
Celsus to Ingersoll, have not done so . much 
against the Christian religioi1 as the National 
Reformers are doirig. E. J. w. 

Sunday-Law Petition.s. 

IT may be surprising to those· unacquainted 
with the proceedings of the National Reform 
party, to witness the rapidity with which num· 
hers cau be added to th~ list of petitioner;:; for 
the passage of a· Sunday-Rest law, under t,he 
supervision of W. F. Crafts, ,field secretary of tl1e 
American Sabbath Union. 

At the close of an address delivered by liim ip. 
the lecture-room of the First Baptist Church of 
St. Paul, Minn., September 29, he called for all 
who desired to express themselves in favor of the 
passage of a Sunday-Rest law, to make it manifest 
by rising. No sooner had part of the audience 
risen than the pastor, without taking the trouble 
to count, declared the number standing to be two 
hundred. 

~ir .. Crafts allowed this to pass without entering 
a word of protest, and it therefore evidently met 
his approval. 

The pastor said,he had counted. the ehairs in 
the morning. Knowing the number of chairs, he 
considered himself prepared to dEiJcide at a glance, 
with sufficient accuracy, as to the number to be 
added to the list of petitioners of those favorii1g 
the passage of a Sunday-Rest bill. Such guess
work would not be allowable in ordinary business 
petitions, but this movement seems to be a very 
prolific movement in easy and quick methods in 
the petition work. R. C. PoRTER. 

Box 1058, Minneapolis, Minn. 
I 

Professor Wilder's Lectures. 

PROFESSOR H. A. WILDER, of Spokane Falls, 
·lectured on Monday and Tuesday evenings in 
this city to fair audiences, his subject being 
"Civil Government and Religion." The fact of 
his lectures being given in the' church led us to 
believe that he was an advocate of tl1e Blair 
Sunday bill and favored the move on foot look
ing to the union· of Church and State. We were 
agreeably surprised to find that hif! ideas are ex-

. actly the reverse of this. While a Christian, he 
opposes any uuion of Church and State, or the 

. passage of stringent Sunday laws, maintaining 
that no authority for such can be found in the 
Bible or· the experience of successful civil govern
ments. He tl1inks that no man can be made 
religious by force, and holds that it is the idea of 
Protestantism to persuade and appe~l to the 
moral nature of men, consequently it can have 
no affiliation with Catholicism, which would set 
ecclesiastical authority above the civil, and bri~ 
force to bear where persuasion fails. 

The Professor is a fluent and pleasant speaker, 
and we regret that our limited time and space for
bid a more extended notice of his lectures. vV e 
trust he will favor us again in the futnre.- Oregon 
&out, September 19, 1889. 

The International Sunday Congress. 

IT is known that there ex_ists an international 
federation for Sunday-keeping, ~aving its head
quarters at Geneva. This society sums up as 
follows its object, which "has been and will re
main the same:" ",To remind everyone of this 
decla,ration qf the Holy Scriptures, 'Remember 
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy.'" 

vVith the object of giving its work a new im
petus, the federation organized, in Paris, under 
the patronage of the French Governmei1t, an. in
ternational congress for the weekly rest from the 
hygienic and social standpoint. This congresl) 
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was convened Within the precincts of the-'exhibi-. 
tion from September 24 to 28. . 

consiliered a· great blessing, to surrender their 
Christian liberty into the hands of. the State. 
Once started on this course, where would the 
State bring us? and how could it be stopped if it 
went too far~ Much better, they Sa.id, to do the 
work ourselves, than to accept a disastrous inter
vention.·-J. Yuilleumier, in Present Truth, Lon
don, .England. 

. Some may perhaps think it stran~ · that the 
congress should have been organized w1th the sole 
object of showing the hygienic and social benefits 
of an .eminently religious institution. It will, 
perhaps, be asked whether the observance of the 
fourth commandment will have made great prog
ress when the world shall have been convinced 
that the weekly, rest-day has very material l1ygi- ~·Rome and the Republic.", 

enic and social advantages. To this it is answered RON. WILLIAM J. ARMSTRONG, of Washing-
that we must make- a distinction -between the , ton, D. C., who last winter had the honor to be 

· phlsicai and religious rest; and, although the invited by all the leading members of Congress 
religious observance is much to be preferred, the to deliver one of his lectures before that body, , 
physical rest itself is an unmixed blessing. lectured recently in the First Methodist Episco-

Tlj.e objector may ask whether, if this distinc- pal Church of ihis city, on "Rome and .the Re
tion be correct, the weekly rest, separated from public." Mr. Armstrong prefaced his remarks by 
its religious, which is its main, character, may saying that it was not his purpose to assail the fol
still prove a beneficent institution; if it is not lowers of the Roman Catholic faith. That would 
probable, rather, that this regular day of leisure, be s1lamefuny un-Ame1·ican, and altogether too 
devoid of its religious associations, will become much like a revival of the middle ages. 'Vhat 
an occasion of dissipation and demoralization; if he objected to, and would make the essence of his 
this is not indeed a fact of which every week theme, was the attempt of the head of the Roman 
gives us rene-..ved demonstratiqn. Catholic Church ,to inculcate the infallibi'tty of 

It must be confessed that these objections have the pope, and that all the temporal affa·rs of 
· much weight, and that, f{tr from answering them, man must subserve his religious belief. \V'hen 
the congress has, on the contrary, confirmed the Catholic Church suffet·s its followers to wor
·them. I have before me the eleven 'resolutions ship without restraint according to their own 
voted by the congress on this twofold question, convictions, let there be no interference. But 
"The weekly rest from a soc~al and hygienic when the church attempts to teach that the pope 
standpoint." In these eleven propositions, the i3 mightier than God, and would have this doc
argument drawn from the moral nature of man, trine mad-e the prevailing element of all civil law, 
from his morality, from his moral progress, occurs then it is time for a liberty-loving people to ob
no less than seven times. Now what is this ject. 
moral argument if it is not a religious argument? The Roman Church, said the speaker, has 
What is moral progress without religion, unless demanded for a thousand years, and does to-day, 
the members of the congress be advocates of a the subordination of citizenship to its temporal 
system of morals independent of religion, which power. That church has always maintained 
we will not suppose? This sevenfold 1·eitm·ation that whatever is for man's best welfare should 
of the moral argument is an admission of the es- rule; religion is of greatest importance to him, 
sentially religious character· of the institution. therefore religion should rule. In short, the 
On this point an American delegate strikingly church first, the citizen afterward. This has 

·said in the congress: "The declaration that the been the argument that has filled an ignorant, 
civil institution of a rest-day is distinct from the groping wodd with so much human suffering. 
religious institution, for myself as well as for After considering the papal theory and its 
others, is not true.'' consequences, Mr. Armstrong contrasted it with 

The ecclesiastical aims of those who agitate the American doctrine of total separation of 
this question manifested itself in several ways at Church and State. "Washington," remarked 
the congress. The most striking instance, per- the speaker, "said the State should not legislate 
haps, was in the seven resolutions vot<;~d on the on matters concerning the conscience of man. 
"weekl;y rest-day and the railroads." These reso- Pope Leo XIII. says we should make all civil 
lutiobs Jirge the suppre~sion of labor on the rail- laws conformable to the church, and to regulate 
roads--the time being seven times specified-on religious thbught. }Jere we have the authority 
Sundaus and holy days. Thus it is seen that the of Washington and the pope on a very important
ultimate object is to secure the State enforcement question. It is needless to ask which Americans 
not only of Sunday-keeping, but of church holy will accept. Against the interference of the church 
days as well. ~hi~ brings us..far from tlie Weekly in all civil.affairs, the State, clothed in the white 
rest on the hyg1emc basts. · • garment of religious freedom, .has . .set its face for-

The question of S~nday laws was dealt with ever and foreyer." 
. largely in the congress. As has beep seet1, the He argued that the government has no busi-
weekly rest is essentially a religious institution, ness to interfere with religion. It is only one 
and its hygienic and social benefits are insepara- step between. a religious government and the re
ble froin its religious character. Thus we would ligious Inquisition. 
have civil laws enforcing religious observances, Mr. Armstrong then quoted the Catholic Be
which would constitute an infringement of the view, and Cardinal Manning, to show t!mt Rome 
sacred rights of conscience in a matter between ·is the sworn enemy of republican institutions. 
each individual and. his Creator. This objection "But," he added, "the pope of Rome and the 
was recognized by advocates of Sunday laws, and Catholic Church are not the· only dangerous one
attempt was made to meet it by very feeble and mies of our government. 
illogical arguments. , , "There sits in the Senate of' this nation an old, 

We were glad, however; to see in the congress straight-laced, narrow-minded, bigoted, theocratic 
a calm but firm protest against State intervention . Puritan who represents one of the New England 
in the Sunday question. ·This intervention some · States, but in spirit represents the medireval ages. 
said would constitute an immense injury. They He has no vices, but he is one of that kind wha 
did not want, even in ~rder to. secure w.hat th~y would burn a .soul to save. it. ' At .. a late. session. 

of Congress he introduced an amendment to the 
Federal Constitution to establish,a ~ystem of free 
schools ·in which should be taught the common 
branches and the 'principles of the Ch1istian · 
religion.' The amendment also provided that 
Congress should have power to enforce that 
amendment by appropriate legislation.'' 

'The speaker said that right in the wake of this 
remarkable amendment that was proposed there 
was formed what is known as the National Re
.form Association, advocating the establishment of 
a common and uniform religion, to be woven into, 
and become, in fact, the substantial part of, the 
organic law. This was to be brought about by 
a convention of all the creeds in the nation, 
which the speaker characterized as a motley, 
loveable gathering of harmony let loose. 

"This, my countrymen," thundered Mr. Arm
strong, "is Protestant Romanism, and, if any
thing, it is more infamous than Catholic 1:to
manism. This is the same way that religious 
persecution was planted in M1e fourth century, 
and saddled on Europe for more than a thousand 
years. Right here to-day, under the shadow of 
the American flag, there is an attempt to estab
lish a Protestant nome. Think of it [ 

"And there are thousands of misguided cranks 
outside the National Reform Association who are 
supporting the movement." . 

Here the speaker referred particularly to the 
\V oman's Christian Temperance Union. lie told . 
of their late National Convention, how they got 
into a passion for passing resolutions, and among 
other absurd things passed a set of resolutions 
approving of the sentiments and course of' the 
National Reform Association, and also a resolu
lution that the religion of Christ should be the 
fundamental element of our civil law. 

" Poor, misguided creatures," saiA he, "they : 
are victims of misplaced zeal. \V'ith their reso
lutions they are worse than the curse tl1ey pre
tend to wage war against. ,Just one taste of a 
silly! resolutidn, like the red flame in the cup, ,
gives them a burning desit·e for more, and they;·, 
seldom stop short of a regular debauch, that, if it 
don't destroy the soul, at least destroys common 
sense. They: are a body who doubtless mean 
well, but are, like all other cranks, stirred and 
impelled by conviction instead of intelligence. 
My advice to them is to stop imbibing resolutions 
and go home. Let the affairs of State alone, at 
least, and, if they must do something, let them 
continue their warfare against King Alcolwl." 

Jonathan Edwards he characterized as a re7 

ligious fanatic. Edwards said, and adhered to 
it, "We want a State r~ligion and we are going 
to haveit." , ' 

All these circumstances, the speaker thought,. 
,were like the realities stepping out of one of the 
mediawal pictures, life size, into the present time. 
He thought, however, it would be some time yet 
before the changes threatened would come to 
pass~ 

Altogether the lecture was a masterly arraign
ment of both Roman Romanism and Protestant 
Romanism, and of all who are aiding and abetting 
the schemes of the National Reform Association.' 

NoTHING is so galling to a people not broken 
in from the birth, as a paternal, or, _in· other 
words, a meddling government, a government 
which tells them what to read, -and say, and eat, 
and drink, and wear. Our fathers cvuld not 
bear it two hundr~d years ago ; · and we are not 
more patient than they.-'-MacaulCJ!9. 
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NOW READYt 

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW1 
WE do not mean that a National Sunday Law is now ready, but that a treatise under this name, 

preJ>ared by Alonzo 'l'. Jones, is now ready for. eirculation. 
This pamphlet contains the ar!tl:lments in behalf of the rights of American citizens. and in oppo

Bition to the Bla.ir Sunday-rest blll, Which llfr. Jones presented before the Senate Committee on 
Education and J,abor, Dec. 13, 1888. 

Dr. Wilbur l', Crafts has pronounced the report as J>Ublished 

"MIGHTY INTERESTING READING," 
And Mr Jones's comments will make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would have 
been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter-arguments, and is accompanied 
with answers to all of his ohjectioll!l and counter-arguments. 

As the Sunday question is now a. living issue, this treatise will he interesting to all classes, -
especially legislators, lawyers, judges, and other public men. The argument is 

Based on Scripture and History, Constitution and 
Law, 

Showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, an analysis of the 
Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the Sunday-law movement of the 
fourth century the Sunday-law movement of the nineteenth century, the methods used in securing 
indorsements t'o the petition fortbe Blair bill, and thA workine:s pf •nch Run day laws as are proposed 
for the United States. 

The work contains one hundred and ninety-two pages. Price, 25 cents. Address, 
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TlTHIS delightful Resort offers unrivaled advantages 
· J.. to •rund,.ts and all ela.,ses of Invalids, 
both for Winter and Summer. It is situated on th~ 
sou,!:hwestern slope of HoweH !\fountain, soo feet a?ove 
and overlooking the noted and. beautiful Napa l al· 
ley, and 2}6 mtles from St. Helena. _Thts place is 
noted for tts Pure Water, Dry Atmosphere, Clear and 
Balmy Sunshine, Even Temperature, Mild Breezes, 
and the absence oflngh winds. 

THE RATIONAL TREATltJENT 
By all known remedial agents is emp!oyed in this In· 
!:otitution. With these natura] and acqmred advantag:s, 
pleasant and destrable surroundings,. thorough !lnd JU~ 
dicious treatment, and whole::.ome dtet, most tnvahds 
who avail themselves of these ag~eeable facilities, rap .. 
idly recover. Patients have. the care o.f a r7glllarly 
graduated Physician of expertence, who ts asststed by 
well-trained and courteous gentleman and lady as-

sistAi5i Invalids and Tonri,.ts may feel as
sured that they will be_ courteously received, and kindly 
~edfor. 

For Circulars and further particulars, 3.ddress 
JUJRAL HE.~LTK RETREAT, 

St, Helena, Cal 
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PRINTERS' INK. 
A JOURNAL FOR ADVERTISERS. 

PRINTERS' INK is just what it purports to be, 
"a journal for advertisers.'' It is issued on ~he 
first and fifteenth days of each month, and is the 
representative journal-THE TUADE Jou:RNAJ,, so 
to ~peak-OF AMERICAN ADVEI:TISERS. It tells the 
intending and inexperienced advertiser, in plain, 
comprehensive articles, how, when, and, where to 
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subscription 
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stand it thoroughly. Surely their advice, based 
on an experience of more than twenty-five years, 
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OAKLAND,· CALIFORNIA, NOVEMB~ 13, 1889. 

·NoorE.-;-No papers are sent by the publishers of the 
AMERiCAN; SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scribed for it,' he may know that it is sent him by some 
.friend, and that ,he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same. 

The Rural Californian, "a journal for the sub
urban and country homes," published by Heintz 
& Lipe, Los Angeles, Cal., is a worthy magazine 
of more than usual value .. No one who contem-

·plates settling in Southern California can- do 
better than to subscribe for and read this journal. 
It will acquaint you with tbe State in advance of 
your coming. It can be had six months for 

. seventy-five cents; single number, fifteen cents. 

PROFESSOR BLACKIE, the eminent Scotch 
scie~tist, visited Oakland a short time ago, and 
since his return to his native land has published, 
in the Free Church of Scotland Monthly,. his im
pressions of California, and more particularly of 
Oakland and San Francisco. Referring to the 

· fact of this State living without a Sunday law, 
. the, Professor says:- ' 

"Unfortunately, unlike the other States, California 
has no Sabbath law. Nor will it be easy to secure 
such a.law. In Oakland, which is to San Francisco 

'' what. Birkenl1ead is to Liverpool, a meeting was 
lately held on the subject of a Sabbath law. When 
the meeting divided, one hundred and five were 
against any such thing, and only ninety-six-in favor." 

Thus the fame of" Mr. Crafts' Surprise Party," 
as one ofour local papers called it, l1as spread 

, abroad even to Scotland, making known the fact 
that Califm~nia had the independence to vote their 
convictions even in the face of one of the apostles 
of National Reform, so called. ·we say ·one of 
the apostles ofNational Reform, because; in effect, 
the American Sabbath Union, which, on. the oc
C(tSion referred· to, was represented by Mr. Crafts, 
is in effect au:x:iliary to, and a branch of, the Na~ 
tioi1al Reform Association. · 

\ THE New York Tribune says, and says truly: 
''It is a singular f:wt that California has no Sunday 

law. There was such a law, but it WitS repealed in 
1883; yet it cannot be said that there is any less ob
servance of Sunday since the repeal of the law. On 

. the contrary, an investigation shows that Sunday is 
observed more as a sacred day the present year than. 
it was the year the law was repealed." 

· THE field secretary of ~he American Sabbath 
. Union insist.s that that fQr which the organiza

tion is working is "a .civil Sabbath," that is, Sun
day rest enforced by ,law, not for reli~ious reasons, 
but for the physical well-being of. the masses. 

·. How does that correspond with the telegram re
ceived by the president of the constitutional con

. vention at Bismarck, Dakota, from the president 
of the American Sabbath Union in New York 
City; urging the' adoption of a provision "protect
ing and encouraging Sabbath observance" by 
forbidding ", Wc;Jrk or ·trades" on the first day of 
the week,. and requiring ,the Legislature to "pass 
laws rE~gulating and encouraging the observance 

. of the holy Sabbath by all the people.'' This 
was urged upon the conv:ention~'that the constitu
tion of the new St~tte might be laid "upon the 
sure foundation of the divine word." 

The secretary's denial that what they demand 
is really' rellgiouslegislation, will: we imagine, go 
for.verylittlein the face of such an avowalfrom 

his. superior officer. We fear that, while the' 
secretary evidently. has much pf. the wisdom of, 
the serpent, he lacksthe harmlessness of the dove. 
Tf1e president :Seems to be sadly.defrcient in both:· 

THE · Bible Echo, Melbourne, Australia, of 
October 1, has the followiJ~g :~ 

"A large and influential meeting of the--citizens 
of Melbourne was. convened· at the FederaJ Coffee 
Palace to protest against the action of the gov
ernment in so summarily refusingto sanction the 
publication of. a Sunday paper.. The meeting 
was addressed by Mr. W. H. L. Bailey, the 
prime mover in th~ enterprise, who stated that 
the government had granted: him a copyright 
and received his ~oney for the same. At the 
conclusion of the meeting, resolutions were adopted 
protesting against the action of the Lord's Da.y 
Observance Society in representing tl1at they ex
pressed the voice of the people, and viewing with 
alarm the encroacl1ment of the government upon 
the rights and privileges of private citizenship. 

"It certainly does not cmnmend the inherent 
strength or stability of a religious institution, that 
it must be sustained by such strict legal enforce
mentS' against the evident wish~s of the commu
nity at large, nor will such an institution thus 
upheld ever exert a salutary influence over the 
morals of those who are so restrained." 

THERE lives in our city of Oakland a National 
Reformer of the most uitra type. He wants a 
man-made theocratic government in the United 
States, and his principal reason seems to be in 
.order that the people who work on Sunday may 
be. summarily dealt with. Because under a real 
theocracy it was ]awful to put ·men to death for 
Sabbath breaking, he can't see why it would not 
be right unde~ .a co'unterfeit theocracy to put men 
to death for refusing to religiously observe Sun
day. He wanted to advocate this theory through 
the medium of the SENTINEL. And now he feels 
that he has been unfairly ti'eated because we do 
not give him the use of our columns ad libitum, 
in which to fu~ther his wicked scheme. In the 
Christian Statesman of the 24th ult., referring to 
the SENTINEL, he rises this language:-

"It is not· only a fiery foe· to Sabbath legislation, 
but it is so far from being a free journal it is cowardly. 
Occasionally it has permitted me to· be heard in its 
columns; but time after time, for years, it has refused 
articles and communications in reply to their fulse 

" positions and unfuir charges against Reformers. Its 
. editors are afraid to give a hearing to the t.ruth." 

"Co~ardly," forsooth! "Afraid to give a 
hearing to the truth I" Any journal which de
clines to open its columns to the advocacy of a 
governmental policy_ which, if fully carried out, 
would put to death its editors and publishers, 
must be cowardly indeed ! . This is simply another 
specimen of characteristic National Reform logic. 
How many of that kind, of "communications in 
reply to their false positions and unfair chat•ges" 
would either of theN ational Reform organs publish 
to ~ccommodate their opponents? Echo answers,· 
Howmany?· · 

ONE of our last-page notes .was utterly spoiled 
last week .by the transposition o,f aline in making 
the final correction on the · page proo£ We 
therefore reproduce the note ,printed -correctly,.as 
follows:- · , 

The following is the Sunday plank from the 
Prohibition platform 'of the Massachusetts Prohi
bition convention:- · 

Vol. . 4, No. 42. .. 
·~ ~ 

"Resolved, That we hold the religious liberty of our 
people among its highest possessions, and that chief 
among "the blessings to be secured are the rest and' · 
·peace of the Sabbath." 

• We find i. t somewhat difficult to ~classify this 
utterance. It is certainly one· of two things, 
either the result of a compromise, or it is an ex

. ceeding;ly awkward attempt to make it appear 
that religious liberty demands the passage and 

. enforcement of Sunday laws!. Bur, in the very 
nature of the case, such laws do, of necessity, 
infringe religious liberty. - Suppose that the 

· Catholic Church were to insist on the passri.ge of 
a law . forbidding labor on good Friday, would 
not every Protestant say that it was an infringe
m~nt of religious liberty?-Certainly; but it 
would not be nearly so much 10.0 as is a Sunday 
law, for Good Friday occurs only once a year, 
while Sunday is a weekly festival, and it is just 
as much a teligious institution as is Good Friday. 
They both belong to the church, and it is just as 
oppressive to enforce the observance of one as of 
the other. 

A coRREsPONDENT of the London DaiZy Tele
graph, iJ1 his report of the proceedings of the re. 
cent' Paris Sunday Congress, says:-

" It will, undoubtedly, be a difficult task for any 
congress to bring about the gerieraJ cessation of Sun
day labor on the continent. ·or late years, however, 
it must be confessed that Paris has been· showing a 
good example to the provinces in this matter, but it 
is to be regretted that Sunday observance in the cap
ital has ·not increased the attendances in the churcl,les, 
but has rather been productive of more fun and fri
volity." 

Commenting upon this,. another English paper 
(a religiol!s journal, by the way) says:-

" It is in this, as in all matters.of religious practice, 
the person who can be ~ed by the moral argument 
.does not need a law to compel him to follow out his 
convictions; and he who is not influenced by moral 
a1;guments is only cursed by coercion of conscience. 
A Christian. dause never seeks to gain its end by such 
means." 

This is sound and wholesome doctrine,. and it 
would be well for (mr zealous Sunday-law friends 
to make a note of the facts so-candidly· recognized 
by our English cousins. 

RoMISH- priests and editorsare busy tryiugto 
makejt appear that this is a Christian nation ; 
also the Protestants, who are clamoring for Con
gress to enact a Sunday-observance law. Will 
so'meone tell us how a. State, a corporation with
out a soul, can be Christian? We can readily 
understand how the people of a nation. can call ·· 
themselves Christian, but suppose all the people 
of the United States were believers in Christ, 
would that make. the State, _which has neither 
entity, soul, or conscience, Christian? The State 
is the community formed for the protection of its 
citizens in their civil rights, to prevent crime,· and 
afford.all equal rigl1ts.- Western American. 
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THE American Oitizen says that "people should 
remember that it was the official organ of the 
Roman Catholic Church, called The Rambler, 
which said:-

" 'Religious liberty, in the sense-of a liberty:possessed 
by every man to choose his own religion, IS one of 
the most wicked delusions ever foisted upon this. age 
by the father of all deceit.' " 

People should also remember that this is 
substantially what the" National Reformers say. 
The only real difference between many so-called 
Protestants and the papists is in the kind of re
ligion t0 be adopted or fostered by the Stat~. 
About the only question between, them is, Shall 
it. be your religion or my religion? 

:MR. GLADSTONE wrote a letter to the late so
called Sabbath Congress in Paris advocating Sun
day observanc~ and laws for its enforcement, but 

_ he evidently wants such statutes not for himself 
but for the common l1erd. This is shown by the 
fact that on the Sunday preceding the congress 
Mr. Q-ladstone, who was in Paris, after attending 
church in the morning, drove with a party of 
friends in the Bois-de-Boulogne, and in the even
ing visited the great exposition. Referring to 
this fact, the Paris correspondent of the New 
York Observer says:- · 

"From a Frenchman's standpoint, this would not 
be thought out of the way, but his English and 
American admirers would hardly think it in keeping 
with his letter read before the congress." 

IN the Journal of August .10, l\L A. G., under 
the heading, "Morals in Politics," says: "In our 
government Cresar represents the people, and 
among the things we are to render unto Cresar is 
one day's rest in seven." 

:Matt. 22 : 20, 21: "And he said unto them, 
Whose is this image and superscription ? They 
say ulfto him, Cresar's. Then saith he unto them, 
Render therefore unto Cresar the things which are 
Coosar's and unto God the things that are God's." 
Here Christ forever separates Church and State. 
Look at the Sabbath: "Whose is this image and 
superscription ? " Does the commandment read, 
"Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work; 
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Ameri
can people. For in six days the 
American people made heaven and earth, the sea 

and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day. 
·wherefore the American people blessed the 
Sabbath-day and hallowed it"? No. God and 
not the people made the Sabbath and it bears the 
image and superscripti.on of God and not of the 
American people. In the language of Christ 
then we say, Render the Sabbath to God and not 
to Cresar. When Cresar demands that the Sab
bath be rendered to him, he is out of place. All 
human laws enforcing by civil penalties Sabbath 
observance are thus proved to be antichristian. 
·-W., in Prohibition Jonrnal. 

The Principles of ConstituUonal Rec
ognition of God. 

IN the Christian Statesrnan of September 5, R. 
C. \Vylie gives quite a lengthy report of the dis
cussion of the proposal to acknowledge God in 
the constitution of the new State of W ar,hington, 
which is quite interesting. There were some 
things said which show that some of the mem
bers had the right idea as to the relation of' 
Church .and State. \Vhen the convention went 
into committee of the whole to consid~r the pre
amble and bill of rights, the following preamble 
was read:-

" We, the people of the State of ·washington, to 
preserve our rights, do ordain. this constitution." 

Immediately one of tl1e members moved to 
substitute the :6)llowing :-

"We, the people of the State of\Vashington, grateJ 
ful to almighty God for our freedom, to secureand 
transmit the same unimpaired to t:~ucceeding gener
ations, do ordain this constitution." 

The mover of this substitute afterward with
drew it in favor of the following, after it had 
been read:-

''. We, the people of Washington, in order to form 
more independent and perfect government, . . . 
profoundly grateful to almighty God for this inesti
mable right, and invoking his favor and guidance, do 
ordain and establish the following constitution and 
form of government for the State of ·washington." 

The discqssion was on the adoption of this, in
stead of the simple preamble first read. Mr. 
Comegys, of -Whitman, made a strong speech 
upon this, the force of which Mr. \Vylie attempts 
to break down by a slur upon the personal ap
pearance of the speaker, who said:-

" I am opposed to the substitute. The gentleman 
is in favor of it, because he thinks we ought to be 
grateful to almighty God. I would like to ask him if 
he thinks this provision would add anything to our 
gratitude by being in that preamble. He admitted 
the necessity for brevity, and has made it as brief, he 
says, as he could and include that point. Now, as I 
understand it, Mr. President, this has nothing to do 
with gratitude, or reverence, or irreverence. A man 
may be very reverent or very grateful, without lifting 
up his voice on the street corners, or he may lift up 
his voice and claim to be very grateful and yet not be 
grateful. The question is, Shall we advertise it in 
this way? Has it ~nything to do here? The fram-

ers of the Constitution of the United States had this 
matter under advisement, and after mature delibem
tion (and many framers of the Constitution were de
vout Christians), they deemed it not wise to hav~ 
any reference to the Deity, because they had agreed 
that Church and State and matters of religion should 
forever be separate from. civil government. Now, 
what object is to be attained? Will we be more 
grateful by reason of putting it there ? or. will we be 
less ungrateful, notwithstanding we put it there?" 

We t:~ay that this is sound. Gratitude is 
shown rather by acts tl1an by words. Tl1e people 
of Washington might all of them be profoundly 
grateful to God, and yet make no statement of it 
in their Constitution ; and on the other hand, 
they might make a profession of gratitude· in 
their Constitution, and have none in their hearts. 
Now, which would be the bette1~ condition?
Manifestly, to he grateful, and not to advertise it 
in the Constitution ; that would be far better than 
to proclaim it from the capitol, and not possess it. 

But there is anothe~ point to consider. If 
that were stated in the Constitution, would it tell 
the truth? Are the people of \Vashingtou grate
ful to God for the blessings wl1ich they enjoy?
No doubt some of them are; but the most zeal
ous National Reformer will not claim that all of 
them are. Are even a majority of the people of 
Washington grateful to God for the blessings 
which they enjoy?. The people of Washington 
are doubtless as good as the people of any other 
section of the United States; but it cannot be 
denied that only a small minority of people in the 
United States, or in any individual State, l1ave 
any real gratitude to God. It is not going be
yond bounds to say that the.majority of the peo
ple scarcely ever think of him. The entrre 
church membership of the United States is less 
than one-fourth the population, that is, less 
than one-fourth of the people of the United 
Sta.tes make any profession of, or belief in, a 
gratitude to God ; and the declarations of lead
ing ministers and religious journals are to the ef
fect that the churches themselves are lamentably 
deficient in godliness; that thousands of churcli 
members are in no respect different from the 
professed ungodly. This being the admitted fact, 
it is manifest that for the people of any State, or 
of the Unite<l States, to put in their Constitution 
a statement that they were grateful to God would 
be to make their Constitution state a falsehood. 
If that preamble were adopted which t>ays, 
"\V e, the people of \V ashington, grateful to al
mighty God," etc., the constitution would be a 
lie upon its very face. Certainly no good can he 
accomplisl1ed by falsehood. Truth cannot come 
from evil. Placi~tg the acknowledgment of God 
in the constitution would not make a single in
dividual more grateful to God than he now is. 
Therefore, for people to adopt a constitution with 
such a statement would be a l)Ositive wrong. 
People who know nothing about God would im-
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agine themselves to be grateful to him, simply 
because they had subscribed to a constitution 
which said that they were grateful. So the con-

-stitution, inst(lad of maki~g people better,· would 
have a tendency to ·confirm them in their ungod
liness. 

One of the speakers in favor of the substitution 
was a Mr. Cosgrove. He started out by saying 
-that the effort to have such a preamble was not 
an attempt to connect the Church and .the State. 
He said: "It does not in any way associate the 
Church and State because of this recognition of 
Qod. It. is not necessarily recognizing the Church 
in any sense." And then he went on to disprove 
this statement, by saying: "Yv e expect to get a 
large amount · of immigration into this country 
befor~ many years, and I do not care what the 
committee intended . by leaving it out of this pre
amble, the masses of the United States will take 
it as an indirect attack upon the church, and as 

. an indirect pandering to infidelity b'y leaving out 
this word." This statement of his shows conclu
sively that the substitution would in a way con
nect Church and State, although it is not true 
that the omitting of the substitution would be an 
.attack upon the church. Anyone can see that 
to, adopt a constitution which says nothing about 
the Deity or tl1e church, could not be considered an 
attack upon the church any more than a bank 
corporation could be said to be making an attack 
upon the church if it adopted articles of corpo
ration without making any reference to the Deity. 

Mr. Cosgrove said further: "Let me say, gen
tlem~ri, that this territory .would have been built 
up long ago had it not been that the people of 
the East believed that W ashipgton Territory 
was a heathen land, peopled with heathens, with
out government." Thai statement shows the hol
lownesss of the whole thing; the recognition of 
God in the constitution was designed simply as 
an advertising scheme, to induce immigration. 
l3ut what nonsense to suppose that people would 
settle in the Territory any quicker because its · 
constitution contained the i:tame of God. Did 
the ·speaker suppose that the people of the East 
are so ignorant that they could be duped into 
supposing that the insertion of the name of God 
in ·the constitution would make the people any 
better? Would they imagine that the inhabit
auts of the State were all pious, simply because 
of a few words in the constitution? The idea is 
·absurd. 

Mr. Warner, chairman of the Preamble Com
mittee, said that he would yield to no one in 
reverence for God, but likened the placing of his 
name in the constitution to the action of the 
Pharisee in 'tl1e Scriptures. He did not believe 
it was needed any more than the Lord's prayer. 
This is true, as we have already shown. The 
adoption of such a preamble would simply be a 
piece of Phariseeism, and that in reality is all that 
was expected. Mr. Cosgrove's argument showed 
that it was designed simply to advertise to the 
people of the world that the people of Washington 
wer~ religious, although the statement would not 
represent the truth. Mr. Sullivan, of Tacoma, 
showed the sophistry of Mr. Cosgrove's statement, 
that to leave out the recognition of God would 
cheqk immigration. He pointed to the Constitution 
of the United_ States, which con~ins no recognition 
of God, and said that there was no trouble about 
immigration to this country.. · 

. One speaker said : "If I remember right, the Bi
blesays 'there is a time and ..place for everything.' 
lt a.lso says, 'Thou shalt not take the name.of the 

liaqle to be,. cast into foul prisons, r.edQced to 
poverty by fines and costs, dragged from the bed
side of dying wives and children, for no other 
offense than 'that of daring to: keep as_ the Sab-

Lord thy God in vain.' . The convention there
fore should not place the name anywhere, Silpply 
to tickle the ear of any individuaLor set ofindi
viduals." This, again, touches ~h~ verr heart of 
the matter. We have already shown that such a 
recognition as is proposed would be falsehood 
upon its face; and because of this, it would be a 
taking of the name of the Deity in vain. God's 
name is taken in vain every ti~e it is spoken 
lightly, every time it is mentioned in any way by 
those who have not at heart real reverence for 
God. 

, bat).l a _day other than ·the ·one observ~d by 
· the~r neighbors, and then exercising their God

given privilege to work, for the support of 

Mr. Warner stated that he was a member of a 
church which had the most reverent devotion to 
God; but he did not believe it necessary to ad
vertise that fact in their business transactions. 

Mr. Sturdevant showed the folly of the pro
pos~d recognition, by saying :-

".As well acknowledge the existence of the Su~ 
preme Being and an overruling Providence in the 
making of a promissory note, as in this consti
tution; yet who would not say it was ridiculous if 
you saw a promissory note something like this: 'Fo~ 
value received, I promise to pay to John Doe, or or
der, $100.00, recognizing the overruling providence 
of the Supreme Court, and the credit business and 
the great privileges which have been conferred upon 
me by the Supreme Being by reason of this promis
sory note.' Then again : What woulJ be said in 
court of the lawyer commencing his complaint in this 
way: 'John Doe vs. Richard Roe ; the plaintiff in 
the above entitled action, recognizing the overruling 
power and constant care of the Supreme Being, com
plains of Richard Roe, and alleges,' etc. Now that 
is just . as sensible, in my opinion, as placing it in the 
preamble of the constitution. Let us ask God to 
guide us and teach us common sense in the business 
which we are trying· to transact in this convention." 

We have devoted this much space to the con
sideration of the discussion in the ·washington 
convention, because the principles involved are 
the same a~ those involved in the attempt to rec
ognize God in the national Constitution. ·we 
are anxious in this'whole National Reform busi-

. ness to get the people to see that opposition to 
it does not imply irreverence. or infidelity on .the 
part of the opposers; but that the one who has 
the most intelligent reverence for God, and love 
for truth and pure Christianity, is the one who 
will be most ~alou~ly opposed to the schemes of 
the National Reformers. E. J. w. 

g 

Only Enforcing the Law. 

THE Catholic Review publishes a sad story of 
how Roman Catholics are whipped and mal
treated in Russia to compel them to apply for 
membership in the " Orthodox" or established 
church of the empire. This the Rwiew calls 
"persecution." But how is it persecution? We 
are told that the Church of Rome never perse
cuted, that she only adjudge~! certai~ persons to 
be "heretics," and then simply allowed the law 
to take its course. Those who were tortured and 
put to death brought all . their troubles upon 
themselves by refusing to obey the law. Then 
how comes it that the same thing is persecution 
in Russia~ Is that which was only. enforcing the 
law in Spain persecutiom in Russia simply be
cause in the latter country Romanists are the 
sufferers, while in the former only Protestants felt 
the rack and the stake? 

But we do not justify such enforcement of the 
law, nor even such iaws themselves. And we 
need not go to Russia, nor yet to S_eain, for ex
amples to show the wickedness of l~ws which 
make persecution for conscience' sake possible. 
In more th~n one State in our ow1; country, 
honest, God-fearing 100n have·been, and are still 

. their families on the other . six tlays of the 
week. The spirit of persecution is ·latent in 
many countries, but it is not dead, and it needs 
only the touch of religious legislation to revive it in 
all its old-time fury and devilishness. Bigots are 
as ready to" enforce the law" as they ever were, and 
Climate makes no difference in human disposition 
in this respect. Sectarian maJice and hate are 
as bitter in our own sunny South as in the frozen 
regions ruled over by the czar of all the Russias. 
Would that Rome might learn from the persecu
tion of her own people ip. Russia, a lesson oftoler
ance for others, and . that degenerate Protestants 
might read aright the history of what their fore
fathers have su'ffered in the past. But it is too 
much to hope. 

What Is the Matter with the Church? 

IN answer to. the fact that the te1whing of re
ligion belongs only to the church and the famiiy, 
Joseph Cook, in his 204th Boston Monday lect
ure, says: "The church and the family are ~fli.
cient but not sufficient to meet the moral wants of 
the educational system ;. " because "one-quarter 
or one-third of the children of the republic of 
school age never see the inside of a church, and 
must be taught a religiously grounded morality 
in the public schools or nowhere." 

Then he says: "How is the church to be ex· 
peeted to reach all the children of school age? 
Has it the financial strength to do so, even if' it 
could be brought to take the time? " 

These statements open up an interesting sub
ject on several points. First: "Has. the church 
the financial strength to reach all the children of 
school age ? "-She has. It has been published 
quite broadly, and apparently upon good author
ity, that Dr. John Hall alone preaches to 200,-
000,000 dollars every Sunday. 

This is doubtless the wealthiest congregation to 
which any man preaches in the United States, 
but it is an e;xception only in the ~tmount. All 
tlw leading ministers of every city in the Union 
preach every Sunday to men who own vast 
amounts of money. Take the churches of all de
nominations in this country, and it is safe to say 
that in them is comprised the greater palt of the 
wealth of the country, and it is certain that the 
church has' the financial strength· to reach every 
child of school age in the United States. The 
difficulty is not that the church has not finan
cial strength in that direction. The difficulty 
with the church members that own the money is 
not that they have not the money, but instead of 

' using it for that purpose they use it only to make 
more money. . There is entirely too much truth 
in the statement, as published, that Dr. J olm Hall 
preaches to 200,000,000 dollars. .. 

The latter clause in Mr. Cook's question is 
worthy of consideration. He inquires, Has the 
church the strength to do so, ".even if she could 
be brought to take the time" ? vV ell, is it so that 
the church has got into that place where she can
not be brought to engage in the work of teaching 
religion to the youth of the country? What is 
she doing? Why ~annot she be brought to take 
the time to engage in the work for which she is 
set in the world, and to which sh~ herself pr6-
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fesses to be de\·oted? "'What excuse is there for 
the church's being in such a condition that it is 
nece$sary that slJe should be brought to take 
the time? What is she in the world for, but 
volu~tarily and spontaneously to seek for the 
tirrie, and take the time, and fill the time, to the 
fullest extent. The church has nothing else to 
do in this wodd but to fill up all the time there 
is, in this very work. But instead of this, by 
this statement from one who is certainly a respon-

. sible authority on the question, we are compelled 
to contemplate the fact that the church is in such 
a condition that she cannot even be brought to 
take the time to do that work for which she is set 
in the- world, and now she wishes to saddle off 
upon the State the work which· is hers to do. 
But, as we have before inquired in these columns, 
when the church sl1all have put upon the State 
to do all the work which she alone is set to do, 
what then does she propose to do? When sbe 
has secured the power of the State to carry on 
and support the wotk which properly belongs to 
the church, then the next step will be to have the 
State support the church, and that in idleness. 

•· This claim that the State shall instruct the 
. ~hilgren is based upon M~. Cl;ok saying that one

qt1arter or o~e-third of the children' of the repub
lic of school age never see the inside· of a church, 

. and, therefore, the State must turn its school
·bouses into churches and enter upon the inculca
tion of religious doctrines. Such a statement is . 
a confession: that although the church is the con
servator of religiori in the world, and is held by 

. herself so to be, yet nobody can be benefited by 
that religion unless they go inside of the church. 
And by this there is' a condition of affairs re
·vealed, which is the direct reverse of that which 
Christ established, and which the· true church 
will ever occupy; that is, instead of tl1e church's 
:seeking those who-are lost, the lost are compelled 
to seek the church. Instead of the saved seeking 
the lost, that they too may be saved, the lost are 
expected to seek the saved. Instead of the church 
going out into the highways and hedges, and into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and bidding all, 
with the earnest tones of the Saviour, to "come 
unto the marriage," she sets up an establishment, 
and those that are in the highways and hedges 
and streets and lanes of the city are expected to 
come and ask to be invited: No, no ! Such is 
n'ot the church of Jesus Christ. · Such a system 
neither represents nor embodies the religion of 
Jesus Christ. And such a system of religion, 
even though it were taught in the public sclwols, 
would be teh thousand times worse for the schools 
than: the system which now is, even though it 
w~re as bad as these opponents pronounce it to be. 

'· Ariotli~r e;_cuse he offers for the church's fail-
, .. .. j ·, . .... ' ~- ' . ..... - '' ' . ' . ' ' . ' . . 

u,ie_.t9 .. 'feach ~heenti:r8, poim~ation is, that shehas 
,;'but the severithpart of' thrie in which to do it." 
Indeed I why is it she has not only all the 
tjine there 1s, but all the days and nights of the 
week, and all the year, and all thf) time there is, 
or. is to be. Is it true that the churchworks so 

.. hard on tliir;J one~seventli part of the time that 
she is obliged to rest all the balance of the time? 
or. is cit hecause she has grown so lazy that the 

· little exertion· which she puts forth in this one
seventh ofthe timejustifies her in loafing all the 
rest of the time? It is not difficult at all for the 
observing person to decide which of these. inqui
ries touches tbe fact of the case. .. An .. d, .. therefor~ 
it· is a proper inquiry, and we- think a profitable 

- one,: too, to the thinldng ·person. Would it . be 
bes.t.that such a religion as that should be taught 

in the public schools.? We repeat, The teaching 
of such religion in the public school would make . 
it worse than even now its ·opponents declare it to 
be. An industrous worldling is better than a 
lazy Christian. And public schools, therefore, 
would be vastly better off without the teaching of 
such religion than with it, because it would 
only be teaching the children to indulge idleness 
instead of practicing industry, and to add hypoc
risy to irreligion. Such a system, however, is en
tirely consistent with the other branch of this re
ligious legislation scheme ; that is, the demand 
for a national Sunday law to compel everybody 
to be idle on Sunday. The two movements, this 
one to establish the inculcation of the practice of 
laziness on six days of the week, and the other 
to establish compulsory idleness on the remaining 
day of the week-these are entirely worthy of 
one another ; but they are alike totally unworthy 
of American principles or of the American peo
ple, or of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

Let the church members put their money and 
their energies into the work of teaching religion, 
after the pattern of the S~viour, and then 
whether the youth ever see the inside of-a church 
or not, they can learn of ~he religion of Christ . 
Then, too, the church will be conscious of a 
power which now she l1as riot, the lack of which 
civil power never can supply. The Saviour and 
his apostles found more than one-seventh of the 
time to devote to the work of religious instruction. 
'N e do not read of any time when any effort had 
to be put forth to induce them to take all the 
time there was, day and night, continuously . 
And those who have the religion that they had 
will never need to "be brought to take time." 

A. T. J. 

National Reform Idea of the Proper 
Relation of Church and State 

Exemplified. 

REv. J. :M:. FosTER, well known to the· readers 
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL as one of the dis
trict secretaries of the N:~J.tional Reform Associa
tion, has an article in the "Christian C:ynosure of 
October 17 in which he sa,vs:~ 

"According to the Scriptures, the State and its 
sphere exist for the sake of, and to serve the interests 
of the church." "The true State will have a wise 
referen~e to the church's interests in all its legislative, 
executive, and judicial proceedings. . . . The ex
penses of the church, in carrying on her public aggress
ive work, it meets in whole, or in part, ontofthe public 
treasury. Thus the church is protected and exalted 
by the State." 

There is one country in the world to-day, and 
only one, in which Mr. Foster's idea of govern
ment is fully carrie<,l out, an_ d that is the republic of 

· Equador. ln that country "the State and its 
sphere exist for the sake, of, and to serve the interests 
of, the church.'' The result of the practical workings 
of that theory. of Church and State is told as fol
lows, in the "Capitals of South America":-

"Bolivar freed Ecuador from the fllpanish 
yoke, as he did Colombia, Venezuela, Bolivia, 
and Peru; and it was one of the five States 
which formed the United States of Colombia un
der l1is presidency; but the priests had such a 
hold upon the people that liberty could not live 
in an atmosphere they polluted, and the country 
lapsed into a state of anarchy, which has con
tinued ever since. The struggle has been be· 
tween the progressive element and the priests, 
and the latter have usually triumphed. It is the 
only country in America in which the Romish 
Church survives as the. SpaniSh leit it. In other 

countries popish influence has been destroyed, 
and the rule which prevails everywhere-that 
the less the people are under the control-of that 
church the greater their prosperity, enlighten
ment, and progress-is illustrated in Ecua<lor 
with striking force. 

"One1ourlh of all the property in Ecuador be
longs to the bishop. There is a Catholic Clmrch 
for every 150 inhabitants; of the population of 
the country ten per cent. are priests, monks, or 
nuns, and 272 of tl1e 365 days in the year are 
feast-days or fast-days; 

"The priests control the government in all its 
branches, dictate its laws, and govern their- en
forcement, and rule the country as absolutely as· 
if the pope were its king. As a result seventy-five 
per cent. of the children born are illegitimate. 
There is not a penitentiary, lwuse of correction, 
reformatory, or benevolent institution outside of' 
Quito and Guayaquil; there is not a railroad or 
stage-coach in the entire country, and until re
cently there was not a telegraph wire. Laborers 
get from $2.00 to $10 a month, and men are paid 
$2.25 for carrying 100 pounds of merchandise 
on their backs 285 miles; There is not a wagon 
in the republic outside of Guayaquil, and not a 
road over which a wagon could pass. The peo
ple know nothing but wl1at the priests tell them. 
They have no amusements but cock~fi~1ts and 
bull-fights; no literature, no mail routes, except 
from Guayaquil to the capital (Quito), and 
nothing is common among the masses that was 
not in use by them two hundred years ago. If' one
tenth of the money that has been expended in 
building monasteries had been devoted to the 
construction of cart-roads, Ecuador, which' is natu
rally rich, would be one of the most wealthy na
tions, in proportion to its arffi, on the globe. 

"There was once a steam railroad in EucaJor. 
During the time when Henry Meiggs was making 
such an excitement by the improvements l1e was 
making in the transportation facilities of Peru, 
the contagion spread to· Ecuador, and some am
bitious English capitalist11 attempted to lay a road 
from Guayaquil to the interior. A track seven
teen miles long was built, which represents the 
railway system of Ecuador in all the geographies, 
gazetteers, and books of statistics; but no wheels 
passed over this track, and the tropical vegetation 
has grown S() luxuriantly about the place where 
it lies that it would now he difficult to find it. 

"In 1885 a telegraph line was built connecting 
Guayaquil with Quito, the highest city in the 
world ; but there is- only one wire, and that is 
practically useless, as not more than seven days 
out of a month can a message be sent over: it; 
The people chop down the poles for fire-wood arid 
cut out pieces of the wire to repair brokea harness 
whenever· they feel so disposed. Then it often 
takes a week for the lineman to find the break, 
and another week to repair it. · 

" In the government telegraph office I saw an· 
operator with a ball and chain attached to his 
leg-a convict who had been sent back to his 
post because no one else could be found to work the 
instrument. A young lady took the message and 
the money. There is a cable belonging to a 
New York company connecting Guayaquil with 
the outside world; but the rates are extremely 
high, the tariff to the United States being $'3.00 a 
word, and to other places in proportion. · 

"Ecuador, with about 1,000,000 inhabitf!,nts, has 
only 47 post-offices. There is not a newspaper 
printed outside of the city of Guayaquil, and the 
only information the peopl~ h1:we of whitt is ~oing 
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on in the world is gained from strangers who now 
and then visit the country, and from a claBs of 
peddlers who make periodical t.rips. The streets 
of Quito are used as water-closets, in dayl}ght as 
well as in dark, and are never cleaned from one 
year's end to another. Although Ecuador is 
set down in the geographies as a republic, it is 
simply a popish colony, and the power of the 
Vatican Is nowhere felt so completely as here. 
Not long ago a law was in force prohibiting the 
importation of any books, periodicals, or news
papers, without the sanction of the Jesuits. All 
the schools are controlled by the church, and the 
children know more about the lives of the saints 
~than abflut the geography of their own country. 
There is not even a good map of Ecuador." 

A Good Templar, on Sunday Closing 
of Saloons. 

THE following letter speaks for itsel£ The 
writer is not, however, indebted touR, but to some 
friend, for the copies of the AMERICAN SENTI'NEL 
for which he thanks us. 

OTTUMWA, Iowa, October 22, 1889-. 
EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL: Please ac

cept my thanks for copies of your paper. I have 
carefully read. them, and am pleased to know 
that such an able advocate of "equal and exact 
justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, 
religious or political," is publisl1ed in my favorite 
State, now the home of my people. I hope ere
long the AMERICAN SENTINEL will be a wel
come weekly visitor in the majority of the homes 
of sensible, liberty-loving people througl1out the 
United States. 

At the present time many such fearless advo
cates of equal rights are needed. A certain class 
whose motto is "Rule or Ruin" is slowly but 
surely gaining ground. The laboring masses 
must conform to their ideas of right, or they will 
put on the thumb-screws. 

I do not believe in Sunday closing of saloons. 
I am a Good Templar, and wish that all such 
places could be closed forever. But Sunday 
closing does not better the condition of the drink
ing man's family. 

As a general thing, the working-men receive 
their wages for the week on Saturday evening. 
In times past they would buy the household ne
cessities, take a drink or two, reserve a small sum 

· for Sunday drinks, and go home. Where the 
Sunday-closing law is strictly enforced, the greater 
portion, and sometimes all, of the hard earnings 
of those who drink goes to purchase enough 

· whisky to get beastly drunk, and to purchase 
enough to carry home to last over Sunday. The 
consequence of thiB is that there is regular Sat-

. urday~night rackets in such homes, and the 
frightened wives and children creep into their 
miserable beds to think ofthe dinnerless morrow. 
Can they think of church ?-Ah no! 

Now let us view the other side of the matter. 
Suppose tl1e husband and father is sober and in
dustrious (and there are thousands of such) but has 

.· a large family to support and house rent to pay. 
-·Can he clothe his family in the garb that is suit

.able to enter the grand churches? He is at per-
fect liberty to join any church he chooses and 
give aU he can to help keep· it up. But let his 
wife enter the portals of the magnificent church 

· with an unfashionable bonnet on her head or a 
last year's cloak on her back, the grand dames 

. (who, by the wa'!', have the most to say about Sun-

day religion) will draw ~heir silks and satins -
more closely around them for fear of contact, and 
shake their plumed heads in grave disapproval. 
The poor woman notices all this and prefers 
staying at home, while the husband makes up 
his mind to seek for recreation for himself and 
family the next Sabbath where they will not be 
made fun of. And who can blame him? • 

I used to know many families in San Francisco 
that went almost regularly on the Sunday to 
'V ood ward's Gardens. Their excuse was, they 
could hear good music by going there, and it was 
their only opportunity for doing so, as they were 
laboring men and could not dress fine enough to 
go to church. Let such places be closed on Sun
day, also the beautiful parks, and where in the 
name of common humanity are such people going 
to catch a glimpse of the beauties of this life?
Nowhere. They must slave all the week and 
spend their Sundays shut up in a crowded tene. 
ment home. 

There is much I -would like to say regarding 
the Sunday question, but I have already taken 
too mucl1 space. • EMIL L. BICKLEY: 

"Salt-Christians." 

UNDER the above caption, Mr. Geo. R. Scott, 
in tl1e New York Weekly Witness of October 9, 
1889, comments somewhat on the corruptions of 
the Democratic and Republican pirties, afterwhich 
he proceeds to eulogize the Prohibition party, 
and says: "The Prohibition party has a claim 
on salt-Christians that they cannot ignore. It 
proposed to make tl1is country better religiously 
as well as politically." 

Such a panegyric falls as an iceberg upon 
every man who prizes the precious boon of 
liberty. It stands as one more witness to the 
SENTINEL's repeated statement~. that the Prohi
bition party has a religious phase, and explains 
why the SENTINEL opposes one feature of the 
work of tl1is party. )t is not because it dissents 
from the good principles of prohibition, but lle
cause it is opposed to incorporating it with the 
unholy principles of religious legislation. If this 
is the avowed work of the Prohibition party, as 
it unquestionably is, every "salt-Christian" is in 
duty bound to oppose its work thus far. It is 
just and equitable that the Prohibition party im
prove the moral status of politics if they can. 
This is within their sphere pf action, as it per
tains to this world. But religion is not of this 
world. Jesus Christ is its divine originator, and 
no other power is at liberty to dictate a form of 
worship; Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of 
this world," and it does not enter into the prov
ince of any earthly power .to sit as the ~arbiter of 
Christian ethics, invade the synagogues of the 
land, and dictate to the worshiper a code of 
tenets for them to follow. To do so is to· blas
phemously assume the prerogative of God. Yet 
this is what is proposed by the Prohibition party, 
the American Sabbath Union, National Reform 
Association, and the Woman's Christian Temper
ance Union. They propose by the power of civil 
laws to enforce, regardless of any body's conscience, 
certain religious observances. This will multiply 
hypocrites, but not Christians. 

Religiously, every man should be left .free to 
act for himself, be he Christian, Jew, Moham
medan, or infidel. His conscience and Uberties are 
eaered, and it is contrary to every Christian prin
ciple to lay any restrictio» in thEise matters upon 

him. Any and all attempts to do so are subver
sive to·Christianity, and put tend to a union of 
Church and State, and leave behind them a dark 
trail of persecution, as did Rome during the 
Dark Ages. · GEORGE B. THOMPSON. 

The Sunday Paper in Melbourne. 

Trm tottering institution of Sunday observance, 
like every other man-made idea, must look for 
human support when the light of truth begins to 
penetrate the hollow recesses of its false f'ounda
t.ions. Lately, someone proposed to meet a grow
ing demand for a Sunday newspaper in Mel
bourne. A cry of dismay went up from the 
guardians of the Sunday observance, and there 
was a hurrying to and fro. There is no doubt 
the innovation would hav"l received a warm re
ception from both friend and foe. It would ha'\'e 
been interesting to the on-looker who believes in 
religion and order, but doe!'l not include Sunday 
sacredness in his moral code. But a period was 
put tQ the procee<ling by the government warn
ing the audacious innovator that he would be 
prosecuted if he.rroceeded. 

But the circumstance caused an investigation 
of the legal defenses of Sunday-keeping, when it 
was discovered that the prosecution of such an 
enterprise would be attended with some perplexi
ties, and some chance of escape to one wl10 sought 
to earn his living by publisl1ing a newspaper on 
a day which God never blessed ; so there is to be 
a strengthening of the law and a shorter cut to . 
condign punishment for such an·offender. The 
attorney-general l1as drawn up a brief act in 
two clauses and submitted it to Parliament, 
which distinctly prohibitJ; the publication an<l 
sale of newspapers on Sunday, with penalties 
from £100 for the first offense up to fine and for
feiture of plant for the third. 

The demand for a respectable Sunday paper is 
undoubtedly an increasing one. 'When we con
sider other means of amusement and entertain
ment which are allowed, it does not appear an 
unreasonable one. The only logical objection 
there can be to its introduction consists in· the 
two facts of their being sold and read. ~ut will 
Sunday zealots claim that they have a right to 
legislate as to what a man shall read on Sunday? 
If eo, they would better legislate the trashy novel 
out of their church rnembers' hands. To sell a 
newspaper is certainly no greater offense to God 
or man "than to sell a cigar or a pipeful of to
bacco, and yet these may be freely purchased in 
Melbourne on Sunday. The labor of producing 
the paper comes almost entirely upon the preced
ing day. It is a well-known fact that the papers 
which are read with such a clear conscience on 
Monday morning by minister"and people, are the 
products of Sunday labor. · 

The whole animus of the matter lies·in a cleter
mination to uphold an institution which lacks 
scriptural support. It would be just as reason
able to enforce upon an unwilling people the 
practice of infant sprinkling as the observance of 
Sunday, both of which had the same origin. 

Religious dogmas present. a, pitiable spectacle 
when they must be propped up to an upright 
position by civil laws and penalties. An appeal 
to the Bible at once reveals the serene form of 
God's ancient Sabbath, but the sight of this can
not b~ endured by Sunday advocates. With tl1e 
utmost contempt they cover it with their Teproach. 
and cry, "Great is Diana."--Bihle J!;cho, Mel~ 
b~urne, .Aumalitt.. 
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Secularism Defined, by Rome. 

THAT which is denominated '<secularism" 
.is not infidelity, as many who are not well in
formed imas-ine, nor is it akin to infidelity; it is 
simply the American doctrine of the totaksepa
ration of Church and State, of civil and ecclesias
tical governments. Nor is it simply a c·orrect 
political doctrine ; it is the very essence of true 
Protestantism and sound Christianity. There is, 
and can be, no middle ground; either the State 
has all to· do with religion or it has nothing to do 
with it; either the majority ha\re the right to 
·."dictate to the minoritf in matters of religious 
faith and practice or they have not. If they 
.1Jave the ri~ht they alone are the proper judges 
as to Jl(jw far they shall exercise that right; but 
ifthey·have not that right any inte,rference what

. everis usurpation and tyranny. The following 
article, from the Catholic Review of October .20, 
tuay perhaps llelp some to see just what secular
ismis, and also to see that by opposing it as infidel

.· itj thet are simply giving aid and comfort to the 
Papacy; advocating a union of Church and State, 
and jeopardizing the ,.liberties of themselves and 
their children. The Review says:-

. "Every day the character of the struggle with sec
ul!irism · is becoming more bitter and better under
stood. It is a fearful struggle. In France it is acutr 
est, and secularism has just achieved in the elections 
l1alf a victory. In Italy secularism is triumphant, 
since its enemies are effectively muzzled. The era of 
persecution has setin in both these countries, but it has. 
not yet come to blood. In Austria and Germany 

. Christians still control the situation ; in England sec
ularism' is st.eadily pushing its way to the front under 
theguidance of men like John Morley. 

"On the American continent it is magnificently en
·trenched. · Mexico and many of the South American 
'republics ate ~ts viCtims, and the United States is its 
stronghold. Its coriscious and unconscious ad~e~ents 
in the United States must number forty nulhons. 
Its chief support is the Protestant sects, with all their 
machinery and wealth. They are yielding to it 
from without and are undermined by it from within. 
They are, in fact, the most active propagandist of~c
ularism outside European Freemasonry that exists 
in the world~ The professed secularists have no 
press, no pulpit, no machine in this count!Y· They 
have but to write an essay after the fasluon of Ed
win D. Mead, its latest apostle, and immediately the 
ell.tire American press and Protestant pulpit is at its 
command. 

'' OtltSide of the Episcopalian and Lutheran denom
inations eve-rjt·pulpit is its rostrum. Outside of the 
papers published by these denominations every jour
nalinthe country professes its belief in secularism. 
Among the daily journals the Sun and the .Journal of 
Commerce stand alone against it. Among the sectarian 
journals, the Independent, the Christian Advocate, 
Zion's Herald, the Christian Union, the Congregational
Wt, the Intelligencer, all leading papers and all mod
els which their minor brethren follow, are promoters of 

. seculari&m. Blinder than bats, they give all their time 
·to proving that the patriotic duty ?f the hour. is to 
esta:blish secularism on a f>ure basis, to make It the 
government religi~n, fo~ce it h;to State school~, col
leges, academies, libraries, hospitalA, asylums, pnsons, 
army and navy, ~vherever it can be pushed; to sup
port it richly, endow it, bribe it, coddle it, and foster 

· it reduce to powder all opposition to it; and all the 
t,i:ne they continue to cry out that Christ is God, 
t\nd that all me)l must be saved through him; that 
this is a. Christian country and shall never be any
thing el~e, and that popery must be·c111Shed, while 
atheism will die of itself. 
. "Their leading doetrines are : Church property 

mll!lt be taxed like any other property; State money 
mll!lt never go to any charity or institution of learn

. ing which is under total or partial control of any 
Christian denomination; into State institutions no 

,religious rites or instructions must be allowed to take 
cpl:we; CatJ1olic soldiers and sailors and orphans and 
~ and wounded and helples&, must never hear 
tM~!! or receive the sacraments if it can be avoided; 
c~ehili:lren ofthe.nation m11<it be edm:at~d without 

any religion except secularism, and if they are edu
cated in a Christian manner the expenses must be 
borne by themselves. In other words, the entire 
force of the government, its institutions and schools 
and charities, its offices and employments, its moneys 
and influences, are all to be thrown into the rut of 
secularism, and all to be used in favor of that one 
damnable error, which, more than any other, is work
ing to-day for the ruin of Christianity. 

"This program of secularism is the very pro
gram which the atheists and Freemasons of Eu
rope have adopted. They are in line with American 
Protestantism, which, alone in the world, joins hands 
with a: he ism for the destruction of itself and its 
hated enemy, Romanism. These sects are content 
to die by their own hand if in the ruin they can in
volve Catholicity. Shame on them wl1o profess to 
believe in Christ and so dishonor him. Shame, too, 
orr the few Catholics who with the same blindness 
uphold these misguided people. 

"The time is cm;p.ing rapidly when the struggle in 
America will reach a critical point, when onC\l f'or all 
men must take sides against the error. The Catho· 
lics are preparing. Their program is made out, 
and they will carry it out to the letter. They will 
insist on every privilege and right being granted to 
them which is theirs, in spite of secularism and its 
main support, and they will get 'them. What are 
the Protestants doing on their side?-Nothing. 
When the decisive moment comes moElt of them will 
be com];ietely secularized; the others will be Catho
lics." 

The Catholic Review is correct in one thing, 
namely, the time is coming when "all men must 
take sides," all must decide between "secular
ism." and the Papacy. True, it may not be in 
name the Papacy of Rome, but it will be the 
same in principle, the. very image of that anti
christian and iniquitous s,rstem. Yes, all " must 
take sides," but not as the Review says, against 
"the error of secularism ; " there is a better 
choice, and those who love liberty and hate op
pression will " take sides " against the monstrous 
error that civil governments have of right any
thing whatever to do with the teaching or en
forcing of any religion,.either Christian or anti
christian. 

Why· They Are Anxious. 

THE Pearl of Days, which, as is well known, 
is the organ of the American Sabbath Union, 
and is devoted exclusively to the work of secur
ing the enactment and enforcement of Sunday 
laws by the State and the national governme1it, 
presents the following, which was said by an emi
nent Sunday advocate:-

"A gentleman living in the country, whose supply 
of water for household purposes wa.'l scant, had a cis
tern du"' near his house for collecting the rain which 
fell on the roofs ofthe.buildings. For a time t}1e ex
pedient ans,vered perfectly; the supply of water was 
abundant. Snddenly, however, the pump failed to 
give forth the contents of the reservoir. The rain 
would fall copiously, and for a time a few pailfuls 
would be drawn, but very soon the supply ceased. 
The pump was carefully examined and found to be 
in perfect working order, and no flaw could any· 
where be discovered. At length it occurred to the 
perplexed householder to examine the cistern itself; 
then the mystery wa& solved. It was found that in 
one corner the cement had cracked, and there wa& a 
gaping leak which allowed the water to escape into a 
distant pit. It was now plain that however freely 
the rain might fall the cistern would soon be empty 
again, as there was this ever-widening leak through 
which the water disappeared. Such a leak in our 
church life is the Sabbath profaned or rreglec.ted. 
The rains from above may fall abundantly, the 
church's machinery may be diligently plied, but the 
law of the Sabbath largely forgotten will prove a leak 
seriou& enough to undo and render nugatory the 
happy influences both of th() showers of Heaven and 
the labors of man. It has been well said : ' The 
streams of religion run deep or shallow according as 
the banks of the Sabbath are .kept up.or neglected.'" 

'~This,'' says the Pearl of Days, "forcibly illus· 
trates the cause of the loss of church life." This 
may all be true, but to our mind it furnishes no 
argument for ihe enactment of a Sunday law. 
It is strange that people cannot see that the anx
iety for Sunday laws is purely from a church 
standpoint. These people want Sunday laws, for 
what reason ?-Because the church will be the 
gainer thereby, and because they expect that peo
ple will go to church more. :Not only do they 
expect tl1at people who now care nothing for the 
church will go to church when, other places of 
amusement are shut up, but they expect that 
people who are already church members, but. w1w 
neglect their duties, will take hold of church 
work, if they are spurred up to it by the State. 
In other words, they want tpe State to legislate 
in behalf of the church, and to enforce church 
discipline. 

It may seem to some that the expression just 
used concerning places of amusement is very ir
reverent. 'V e do not mean to ca$t any reflection 
on the churches, but the point is this: It cannot 
be denied that the great desii•e for Sunday laws 
is that people who now find amusement on Sun
day, may be constrained to go to church ; and 
those who are working for such laws confess that 
picnics, theaters, concerts, Sunday newspapers, etc., 
are gt·eater attractions than the church; but· they 
expect by prohibiting these attractions to induce 
the people to come to church.. That is, people 
want to pass the time in some way, and if they 
cannot do it with their favorite amusement they 
will then take the next thing that presents itself, 
and will go to church. In other words, they will 
go to church for a pastime the same as they now 
attend concerts, etc. They will simply substitute 
a form of amusement which is allowed in place 
of one which they would prefer, but which is 
prohibited. The movement may result in filling 
the churches, but it will not result in the spiritual 
and moral advancement-of the people. 

E. J. w. 

"A Jolly Election ef a Clergyman.'' 

THE following from the London Telegraph 
shows something of what we may expect in thie 
country when National Reformers shall have 
been successful in foisti'rig upon a free people a 
corrupt church establishment, or, as they put it, 
a "union of religion and the State" :-

" The election of a clergyman for the Church of St. 
John, Deritend, Birmingham, by the hou&eholders of 
the hamlets of Deritend and Bordesley, took place orr 
Saturday. The Church of St. John is now of the 
value of .£450 per annum, and in a few years the in
come will be enormously increased, owing to the fall
ing in of leases. Since the fourteen~h century the 
chaplains, as they are termed, of St. John have 
al~vays been elected by the householders, the deed 
pre...«cribing that each person having a hearth should 
be entitled to vote ; so that the franchise is similar to 
that of a municipal election, including women voters. 
The last election took place in 1870, and the present 
vacancy was CI'Cl\ted by the retirement of the then 
successful candidate. 

"The election, being by open voting, took place 
amid unusual excitement, and as the Corrupt PractieCI'! 
Act does not apply, it is said that a large ainount of 
treating took place. 1\<Ir. West, being a total abstainer, 
received the support of the wmperance party, while 
1\'Ir. Sneath, having declared that he ><aw no harm in 
a man having a gla.."B of beer, was actively supported 
by the publicans and brewers. Betting took place orr 
an exten&ive scale. 

"The public-houses, especially in Deritend, were 
crowded throughout the day. It is said that the 
drinking and rowdyism were nothing to what were 
to be seen at the election of nineteen years ago. But 
the scenes in Deritend were shocking, even apart 
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from -the . fact that the- occasiop. .was one associated 
with .religion. ' . ' 
' " One of the features of the election wa!;l the wear
ing of party colors, Mr. West's friends sporting yellow 
ribbons ani:l rosettes, and Mr. Sneath's bright red. 
There was a profuse display, too, of electiop.. litera
ture. The placards on M;r. Sneath'!'! vehicles were 
for the IQost part exhortations to the electors not to 
be deluded by any ' state of the poll ' that might be 
issued during the day-a warning that was unneces
sary, seeing that both candidates adhered to the 
agreement not to increase the excitement by any _sm:h 
means. Underneath was this:-

"'Poll early, men, for Sneath tP-e bold, 
For he'll be neither bought nor sold/ 

"Mr. Sneath was also freely billed as·' the-friend of 
the poor,' and spoken of in various· couplets of indif
ferent rhyme and meter, as 'good old Charlie.' Mr. · 
West's friends delighted in describing hlm as the 
'.choice of the congregation,' while, as a set-off to 
Mr. Sneath's claim. to be the 'friend of the poor,'
they issued a bill stating that 'Mr. West will not 
purchase votes, nor bribe, nor give beer, nor promise 
rewards; but.if elected, he will do his duty to both 
rich and poor.' Another .effort of theirs resulted in 
the following appeal: ' Question-Will free Britons 
give their money to force a tyrant king on an unwilling 
people? Will the electors ofDeritend and'Bordesley 
give tl;leir votes to force a rejected minister on an un
willing people? Ten thousand voices answer, " No l 
no! no I " Vote for West, the congregation's choice.' " 
-London Telegraph. 

"A Great Reformation." 

DR. BOTHWELL, of the Chase-8treet Congrega
tional Church, West Oakland, delivered a lecture,· 
October 27, on Pope Gregory VII., or, "Rome's 
Most Successful Attempt at Universal Dominion." 
In the report in the Morning Times occurs the 
following extract:-

" Gregory effected a great reformation during his 
reign, effecting the celibacy of the clergy, ~nd taking 
away the benefice of the kings by elevating the 
spiritual above the temporal power, compelling the 
greatest emperor of his time, Henry IV.; to humble 
before him. He accomplished this becanse he ex
celled other men in brain power, in Jmowledge, in 
zeal and singleness of purpose, and in his grasp of 
the mighty basic principles of the Redeemer's king
dom. Christian people should, therefore, be content 
with no ordinary attainments, and with the full in
spiration from God they sliould be able to accomplish 
much ; and to enjoy the vastp.ess of his kingdom all 
should make the fullest preparation/' 

. Mr. Bothwell is an ardent Sunday-law .advocate. 
This is the apology ror this notice of the utter
ance above quoted. Tlie fact is. pertinent in con
nection with such a sentiment, _as showing the 
general tendency of that class of. religionists to 
syjilpathize with the Catholic ideas of the church's 
relation to the State. There is no doubt of the 
facts asserted in regard to Gregory's aggressive
ness, and al8o of his success in securing the domi
nation of the church over the State. lt may be 
fairly admitted that Gregory _was actuated by a 
zeal for-the reformation of the church; of which 
it certainly stood in much need in his day, and 
that his motive was not altogether a power-seeking 
one. There is no doubt that this was his idea of 
r~formation. . . · 

But to characterize the things here. specified 
by the lecturer rui "a great Reformation," looks 
like an almost desper,ate attempt on the part of a 
Protestant minister to apologize for the domineer
ing policy of the Papacy as regards its attitude 
toward the secular power. It would seem that 
ProtestanJ;, aspirants for eccles,iastical domina• 
tion in secular affairs, seeing their cause is. so 
palpably .papal in its nature, feel constrained to 
indorse almost anything coming from Rome in 
order to make a show of consistency. 

When a married Protestant minister will· hold 

. up before his congregation, and before the public, 
the idea·. that "effecting the celibacy of the clergy" 
wae. "a. great reforimition," it certainly appears 
as though there was some pres~ing necessity. for 
presenting papal dogJnas. in a favorable ligllt. 
And is not the same' conclusion doubly assured 
when the same estimate is placed upon the act of 
"taking away the benefice of the kings by elevat
ing the spiritual above the temporal power?" 
And what shall we s:ty when in the same strain 
he parades these extreme assumptions of the 
Papacy as "the mighty basic principles of the 
Redeemer's kingdom"? 

Yet this man, only a few week~ ago, when ad
vocating a Sunday law, utterly disclaimed being 
in favor of a union of Church. and State. Can 
anyone read the e:){tract from his lecture here 

· quoted without the conviction !hat the Doctor 
has certainly changed his mind? Well, if Qe 
does not favor the union of Church and State,.it 
is because he believes i, "elevating the spiritual 
above the temporal power" so high that the latter 

·will have nothing to say whatever, ap.d.the church. 
will have "universal dominion." 

• 
A CORRESPONDENT of the Jewish Voice, St. 

Louis, Mo., writes as follows to that paper :-
" Not long ago your correspondent saw in one 

of the daily newspapers an account of the arrest 
of several Jews for not keeping their stores closed 
on Sunday. These same men had rested the day 
preceding. What shall we .say to this? There 
is no one more devoted to his. country, no one 
who has less prejudice and -more regard for the 
opinions of his fellow-roen, than the writer. Yet 
this deed approaches his Eense of the ulljust, and 
arouses as much of a feeling of resentment as 
dare be found in the heart of a Jew, and he still 
be called a Jew in the sight of God. Is there 
any nation which has· representatives in the 
United States who are more peaceable than the 
.Tews? Is there any ·n-ation that causes less an; 
noyance tq·the government ?-None.! If you ask 
why, we answer, Becau.se the turbulent spirit 
has been conquered by years of crueJ persecution. 
They love the Constitution of the United States. 
Why?-Because it is founded on the one which 
their great Lawgiver framed for them. Still, 
in this ·very country, that has the statue of lib~ 
erty at the entrance of the harbor of its most 
densely populated city, freedom of thought, of 
action, is forbidden ; aye, more than that, punished 
by law; it is true, not by the rack or the stocks, 
but by a refined mode suitable to the age." 

THE President's Than~sgiving proclamation is 
peculiar in that it says "that the. people of our 
country, ceasing from the cares and labor of their· 
working~days, shall assemble in their respective 
piaces of worship and give thanks to God, who 
has prbspered us on . our way,"· etc. This re
minds us of the ide:t which has been expressed
we cannot now recall the words-that that which 
is at first given only as advice comes, in time to 
have the force of posj~i_ve command. Of course 
it was. not the purpo~ (;lf:.the President tq com
mand anybody to observe Thanksgiving, but 
the language which he· has used is suggestive of 
the tendency toward official supervision of religious 
matterij. We know ~f no greater farce, 'however, 
than our American Thanksgiving, and they who 
suppose that God is honored- by a day set apart 
to gormandizing have a 'very low• concention of 
Deity. . - . - ,. - . . -

PurcJ;tasing Agenc}' 

ANYONE desiring purchases made in San Fran· 
cisco or Oakland will find it an advantage to hin: 
to correspond with G. A. Baker, Oakland, Cai. 

Nine Cords of Wood in Ten Hours 
BY one man may appear to some as an unlikely 
story; but· a machine is now manufactured which 
has prove_n such a feat is possible. It can be carried
folded on a man's back, saws down trees, and rum 
easy without causing backache .. There are 25,000 now 
in use, and the demand is constantly increasing, 
Apply to Folding Sawing Machine Co., Chicago, who 
will send free illustrated catalogue containing testi
monials froin hundreds who have sawed from 4 to 9 
cords in a day. A new invention for filU_lg ~aws ac
companies each machine; same can be had separate. 

. With this too1. anyone can file a saw better than an 
expert can w_ithont.it. 

Time to Renew. 

QuiTE a ,number of subscriptions to the AMERI· 
CAN' SENTINEL expire during the months of No
vember and December. Please look at the date 
on the address label opposite your name, and . if 
your time has expired, or is about to expire, please 
renew at once aud thus avoid missing any num
bers. Price, $1.00 per year. If you will send 
us four new .subscriptions at $1.00 each, we will 
send you the SENTINEL for one ·year free. Now 
ls the time to work. Are you ready? 

A $6/J.OO 
Machine r 

PA--CIF.--1-C B~~~~~~ts~~!~~~e, 
Life Scholarship, $75. 

Send for Catlllogue. 

Fresno and Merced County Lands 
To Rent and For Sale. 

75,000 A. cres of wheat and sugar beet land in the above 
counties, to rent for a term of years. Also 

I 00 000 Acre of fine rasin, fruit, alfalfa, and sugar 
1 . S beet land, with water for irrigation, for 

sale in tracts of from 20 acres to large tracts suitable for colony 
purpo~es. For par~iculars, apply to 

E. B. PERRIN, 

402 ~~arny St., San Francisco. 

PUBLICATIONS .. 
Per Copy. ·Per 100. 

Health and Temperance Analysis and · · 
How to Remember (pa,mphletl • - 25 cts. $15 00 

Conflict Between ,Truth and Falsehood · 
(p<>em) - - - - - - - lOcts. 

Science and ·Art of Bible Readings - 20 cts. 10 00 
Per Set. 100 Sets. 

Same Readings on thin Cards, to carry in 
. Bible, send in letter, or distribute - 20 cts. SlO 00 

Natiop:al·Series of Elocution Charts,. (Entire Set of12) 5 00 
. The Arialysls is indorsed by good medical authority, and by 
Miss Frances E. Willard, President of the National W. C. T. U. 

Ad4reSii,_ G. K. OWEN, &I..Ca.q St., Los Anaeles, Cl'l, 
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leautifully · tllustrated M[onotint ~ (tolor ~ift-~ooks. 
".AJroVE THE BRIGHT BLUE SKY. 

BY ALBERT MIDLANE. 

· ·printed in colors and gold, beautifully illuminated·, 32mo, 
·~ouJ!d. corners, ~ilt edges. 

Price, 12 cents. 

T~:lil BPOKS OF THE BIBLE. 

ARRANGl;:D IN VERSE BY MRS. E. J. CARR. 

Printed in color· and gold, beautifully illuminat~d, 32mo, 
rouild co~ners, gilt edges.. . 

Price, 12 cents. 

. THE SWEET STORY OF OLD. 

BY MRS. LUKE. 

:crinted in color and gold. Beautifully illuminated, 32mo, 
~ound corners, gilt edges. 

Price, 12 cents. 

LITTLE FRIENDS. 

A series of Poems beautifully printed in motiotints; at
.lr~~ti•·e <>avers; reun<l, eerners, gilt edges. 

- - , J:»ri«e 1 25 Q~nts. 

·LITTLE TREASURES. 

Poems for children. Original designs in monotints, at
tractively l>ottnd, round corners, gilt edge~;. . 

' Pnce, 25 cents. 

WHEN TO TRUST JESUS, and other Hymns. 

Beautifallandscape designs in colors and tints. Oblong, 
ribbon style, original design on cover. 

Price, 50 cents. 

SERVING THE KlNG. 

POEMS BY CECELIA HAVERGAL AND OTHERS. 

A charming volume;·profusely illustrated in colors, new 
designs, small quarto, cloth extra. 

Price, $I.oo. 

ABIDING IN THEE.-A selection of poems, by 
Charlotte Murray, Cecelia Havergal, and others. Hand
somely printed, with beautiful ll.oral designs on every 

pag~~all 4to, cloth e~tra, illuminated cover .......... $r.oo 

BETTER LAND.-Poems by H. Bonard and others. 
Illustrations in color and nionotint. 

Small4to, 32 pages, cloth ex., illuminated cover, 75c. 
LIFE'S PATHWAY.-Choice religious poems." Il-

lustrations in color and monotint. • 
Slllall4tO, 32 pages, cloth ex., illuminated cover. 75Co 

. THE RIGHT WAY.-By Charlotte Murray. Choice 
poems. Illustrations in color and monotint. 

Stnall4to, 32 pages,.cloth ex., illuminated cover, 75c. 
TALKING WITH JESUS, and other Poems.-Il

tustrations in color and tnonotint. 
-Smal14to, 32 pages, cloth ex., illuminated cover, 75c. 

FULLNESS OF JOY.-Choice religious pcems, by 
Cecelia Havergal and others. Illustrations in color and · 
monotint. 

Small 4to, 32 pages, cloth ex., illuminated cover, 75c. 

IN THE SERVICE OF THE KING.-Poems by 
F. R. Havergal and others. Illustrations in color and · 
1110110tint. . 

Smal14to, 32 pages, cloth ex., illuminated cover,-7SC· 
ONWAR!). -A text~ book for every day in. the 

month, with verses. Printe"d in color and lllonotint. 
4to, 32 pages, varnished board covers ................ ~ ... soc. 

UPW ARb.-A companion for a month, containing 
32 pages of scripture texts and hymns, and original.illus
trations in color and monotint, · BY. Fred. Hines, . · 

Small1to, varnished board cove-,.s.""'''·-·•·•·::.: ..... soc, 

THOUGHTS FOR SUNRISE. ~ D .ily morning 
texts aud lllorning .hymns. Btautifully illuminated by 
L. M. W. Each page contains an illuminated text with 
appropriate hymn. 

Covers in gold bronze, ribbon style, gilt edges .... 3sc. 
THOUGHTS FOR SUNSET.-Daily evening te.xts 

and evening hymns, Beautifully illumtnated by L. M. W. 
Covers in gold bronze, ribbon style, gilt edges .. ·3SC. 

THOUGHTS OF HEAVEN, Our Home Above.
Beautifully illu111inated, 

. Covers in gold bronze, ribbon style, gilt edges .... 35c. 
FOR EVENTIDE;-Beautifully illuminated, with 

text and hy111ns for eight weeks. Edited by H. L. L. Richly 
gilt. 

Covers in gold bronze, ribbon style, gilt edges ..... 35c. 
OBLON~ 32MQ, 32 Pf..GES. ALL MONOTINT·. 

Contaming poems and texts for a month . 
. Each ..................................................................... zsc. 

Words of Comfort.. Grace and Glory. 
Daily Stren~th, Refuge and Strength. 
Love and Ltght; Shield of Salvation. 

Bible Fear-No.ts, 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS.- Beautifully printed 
in color and !tJ:onotint. Suitable verses for the occasion. 

12 pages ................................................................. zsc. 
SOUVENiR SERIES.-A text-book for a month. 

4 vols., 4to, 12 pages color and monotint, each ...... 25c. 
Kind Remembrances. Friendly Greetings. 
Sweet Memories. Loving Wishes. 

FORGET-ME-NOT BOOKS.- A daily text-book 
"for·a year. Printed in colors. . 

48mo size, cloth, plain edges, each ....................... 25c. 
Bible Forget-Me-Nots. · Ravergal Forget;Me-Nots • 

... Joyful Words. · 

TJ:IE MASTER'S SERIES.-Text for each day for 
one month, 16 pages {7 color, and 9 pen-and-ink). 

4 vols., hU:sa~ilf' each .......... H:i·~·w.;~<'C" ............ ,sc. 

His Way. His Love. 
STEPPING-STONE SERIES.--,.A text-book for a 

month. 12 pages {6 monotint, 6 type). 
4 vols., oblong, each ....................................... , ..... tsc. 

Bible Stepping-Stone. Heavenly Footsteps. 
Gentle,Shepherd.. . Path of Life. 

WALKING WITH GOD SERIES. -Texts for a 
.month. 16 pages color and tnonotint,. 

4 vols., sma1!4to, each ......................................... 12c, 
In Ways of Pleasantness. In Green Pastures. 
In Paths.of Peace. By Still Waters. 

BEAUTY OF THE J{:ING. SERIES.-- Scripture 
texts for I month. Illustrated wtth fourvarietiesofflowers. 

Paper, each ................................................ : ........... 8c. 
His Covenant. His Kindness . 
His Good Pt:oniises. His Testimonies. 

CHILDREN OF THE KING SERIES.-Scripture 
texts for 1 month •. 

Paper; each ......................................... ................ : &. 
Full of Faith. . Meek in Spirit. · 
Pure in Heart. Whiter than Snow. 

Illustrated Gift Books. 
SONGS OF CHRISTMAS. -By Francis Ridley 

Havergal. Beautifully illustrated. 
· Small4to, antique vellum, padded ....................... soc. 

SWEET BY-AND-BY.- By S. Fillmore Bennett. 
Beautifully. illustrated. 

· Sniall' 4to; antique vellum,· padded ....................... soc. 

THE PILGRIMS OF THE NIGHT. - Faber's 
beautiful }lyn1n, ''Hark ! hark ! my soul ! angelic songs 
are swelling." Illustrated: · 

Small4to, antique vellum, padded ........................ soc._ 
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING.- By 

Re_v. Chas .. Wesley, with beautiful illustrations from the 
old masters, 

4to, al)tique vellum, padded,, .............................. soc. 
BELLS .ACROSS THE SNOW.~By Francis Rid

. ley Havergal. 
Small 4to, antique vellum, padded ...................... soc. 

Daily Text-Books. 
Charming little volumes· for old and young, containing an 

appr.opriate text for every day in the year, 

OUR DAILY BREAD.~Clot:h ex , red edges, 2oc. 
Persian calf, beautiful designs, round corners, gilt 

edges ..................................................................... 5oc . 
OUR DAILY DUTY.-Cloth extra, red edges, 2.oc. 

·~ersiafl calf,·beantiful design, round corners, gilt 
edges ............................ _. ....... : . ..... _.., ...................... soc. 

OUR DAILY FOOD.-Cloth extra, red edges, 2oc. 
Persian calf, limp, beautiful' design, round corners, 

·gilt ·edges ..................... ;.: ............. : ......................... soc. 
OUR DAILY GUIDE.-Cloth extra, red edges, 20c. 

Persian calf, li111p, beautiful design, round corners, · 
gilt edges .......................... : .................................. soc. 

OUR DAILY LIGHT.-Cloth extra, red edges, 2oc. 
Persian calf, limp, beautiful design, round corners, . 

gilt edges ............................................................... soc. 
OUR DAILY POR'l'ION.-Cloth ex., red edges, 2oc. 

Persian .calf, limp, beautiful design, round·corriers,_ 
gilt edges ................................................. ····c····:·····SOC. 

Any of the above .sent post-paid. on receipt of price. 

Address alL orders to . ·. • 
Paclii.c Fross Publishint; 0(>., 

Oakland, Cal, 
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NoTE.-No papers are 11ent by the publishers of the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub· 
acribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub
lishers to pay for the same.. 

THE Pacific Coast Eight-Hour Herald, Vol. 1, 
No. 1, is upon our table. It is the organ of the 
Pacific Coast Eight:-hour League. It is a bright 
paper, ably edited, and will, no doubt, exert a 
powerful influence in favor of shorter hours of 
lahor. The Herald is a four-page monthly, 
po:1blished at 834 Howard Street, San Francisco. 
f'ubscription price, 50 cents per year. 

CoNsPicuous among the many excellent edu
cational institutions of' the Pacific Coast, is the 
San Francisco Business College. The president, 
Niel S. Phelps, is one of the finest educators in 
the State, and indeed the names of the Faculty 
are a sufficient guarantee of the excellence of the 
instruction given. The college paper, San Fran~ 
ci800 Business College Journal, is one of the 
brightest and best we have ever seen, and any of 
our readers contemplating a business course should· 
send for a specimen copy, and thus learn more 
about the college which it represents. 

IN Peru the only church recognized by the 
government is the " Holy Catholic Church." 
There is a Protestant church at Lima and an
other at Callao; but no building for Protestant 
worship is allowed to be in sight from the street; 
it must be within such walls as will give no pub
lic indication of a place of worship. This is the 
same sort of toleration which the American Sab
bath Union proposes to grant to those who do 
not agree with them as to the obligation to keep 
Sunday religiously; they will kindly permit them 
to do private work on Sund.ay in out-of-the-way 
places, behind walls and shutters. 

REv. N. R. JoHNSTON, a correspondent of the 
Christian Statesman, thinks " a Christian people 
[should] scatter away all iniquity by constitu
tional or statute law." Iniquity is sin; therefore 
he must think that sin can be scattered away by 
civil law! We would like to know pf a single 
instance where it has been done. The Scriptures 
teach that only the power of God can take away 
sin, that only the grace of God can forgive sin, 
and that only the Spirit of God can sb renew 
the human mind that it will not love sin. Had 
Mr. Johnston only lived before Christ, possibly 
the Son of God need not have died, and sin might 
have been abolished by civil law I 

THE National Reformers do not want a union 
of Church and State. Oh, no, they are bitterly 
opposed to anything of that sort! What they do 
want may be inferred, however, from the follow
ing from an ar.ticle by Rev. J. M. Foster, one of 

, the district secretaries, in the Christian Cynosure 
of October 17. Mr. Foster says:-

"According to the Scriptures,· the State and its 
sphere ex:ist for the sake of, and to serve the interests 
of, the church. The true State will have a wise ref
erence to the church's interests in all its legislative, 
executive, and judicial proceedings. . . . The ex
penses of the church, ln carrying on her public ag
gressive work, it (the State) meets in whole, or in 

part, out 9f the public treasury. Thus the church is 
protected and exaJted by the State/' 

This makes it ·clear that it is not union but 
vassalage which Natio~al Reformers want; the 
State to be the vassal. No wonder they wish to 
change that feature of our fundamental law which 
accords with the idea that -governments derive 
their just powers from the consent ot' the governed. 
They know that the "governed " in this country 
will never willin~ly submit to their wicked schemes. 

THE Statesman (Chicago), ..more.bold than its 
fellows, in an editorial in its &ptember number 
says:-

" The-open sale or liquors on Sunday is doubtless a 
serious evil, as is its sale on all days ; but the question 
at issue is not the ~le of an injurious article, nor the 
presence in the market of a pernicious traffic. The 
question which has been before the Chicago public 
for some years is the Sunday slavery, resulting to 
many thousands of her citizens through an utter dis
regard of all Sunday laws by some of her citizens. 
The fight is not specifically against the saloon, but 
against unlawful Sunday to if and traffic of every sort." 

Thus it appears, as we have often said, that the 
real object of Sunday clOf!ing is the exaltation of 
Sunday rather than the promotion of temperance 
and the restriction of the liquor traffic. Now let 
us hear no more of this hypocritical cant about 

_Sunday prohibition of rum-selling when the sa
loons are allowed free course on the other six 
days and till midnight on Saturday. 

THE Presbyterian Synod of Minnesota, at its 
recent meeting in Minneapolis, adopted the fol
lowing report of the committee on better Sabbath 
observance:-

" 1. That the synod of Minnesota gives-the American 
Sabbath Union, national, State, district, and local, 
most hearty indorsement and support. 

"2. That ourpastors, stated supplies, and elders rep
resenting vacant churches, be requested to urge the 
immediate. organization of local unions in their 're
spective communities, and that they hold themselves 
in readiness to superintend the local interests of Sab
bath reforni, ip.cluding the fol'lilation of a citizens' com
mittee on Sabbatll. closing, and the circulating of peti
tions requesting the enactment and enforcement of 
Sunday-Rest laws. 

"3. That the members of our churches be urged to 
co-operate in all proper measures for the furtherance 
of the cause of Sabbath observance, and that they be 
particularly urged to give official indorsement to peti
tions presented by pastors, stated supplies, or elders." 

This shows the drift of sent.iment among the 
majority of popular religionists; it is not toward 
more consistent living on their own part, but 
toward laws compelling those who are out of the 
church.to-observe church institutions .• 

THE Christian Cynosure says:-
" However Protestants may voice their fears of 

Jesuit aggression and intrigue, they are unlikely to 
use too vigorous language when the leading Roman
ist papers, like the Catholic Review, can speak ·of the 
patrons of the American public school and of the 
school fund in such terms as these : ' Catholics will 
not make war on the public school, because they be
lieve in admitting the State to a limited share in 
educating the children ; because they know that half 
the millions of America are pagans who desire a 
pagan training for their ehildren; and because . they 
are certaii: that ·the public schools, in th~ir present 
state, a1•e suitable for these people. Believing that 
the State should take an interest in education, but 
knowing that the State school, admirably suited for 
pagans, is· not the school for Catholic or Protestant 
children, they are bound to build up a Catholic 
branch of the public-school system, where children 
will l:ie educated as Catholics at the expense of the 
State.'"· 

And, pray, why not, we would like to ask, if it 
is the province of the State to teach religion at 

all? So far as the matter of teaching religion iu 
the schools is concerned, Catholics and Protest
ants of the Cynomtre type are at one: they both 
want religion taught in the }Jublic schools and at 
public expense, the only difference being that 
each party demands that their religion _shall be 
that which shall be taught. 

THE American Sabbath Union is an extensive 
religious combination to effect a political object, 
and is, therefore, according to the words of Ron. 
Richard M:. Johnson, dangerous. In 1828-29, 
Congress was asked to suspend the· carrying of the 
mails ·upon Sunday. The matter was referred to 
the committee on post-offices and post-roads, of 
which Mr. Johnson was chairman, who· reported 
adversely. One of their reasons was as follows:-

" Extensive religious combinations to effect a polit
ical object are, in the opinion of the committee, al· 
ways dangerous. This first effort of the kind calls for 
the establishment of a principle which, in the opin
ion of the committee, would lay the foundation for 
dangerous innovations upon the spirit of the Consti
tution, and upon the religious rights of the citizen. 
If admitted, it may be justly apprehended that the 
fhture measures of the government will be strongly 
marked, "if 'not eventually controlled, by the same in
fluence. All religious despotisms commence by com
bination and influence, and when that influence be
gins to operate upon the political institutions of a 
country, the civil power soon bends under it; and the 
catastrophe of other nations furnishes an awful warn
ing of the consequences." 

These words were true sixty years ago, and 
they are just as true to-day. Therefore, let all 
who love liberty beware·of the American Sabbath 
Uni011.and its work. 

---~.---------

THE following is from Dr. Barrows' thanks
giving service in the October number of the 
Treasury. It does not well accord with some of 
the ideas advanced by that school of religionists 
who think that our nation's Constitution is infidel 
because it is secular. Dr. Barrows says:-

"The eloquent voice of the Honorable 'Villiam 
C. P. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, has shown us· 
that liberty is the child of that interpretation of 
the Bible which became general with the Protest
ant Reformation. 'Ve may say with truth that 
'free America was born of the Bille.' From 
the Bible came the simpler forms of self~ 
government, in town and church, that have gone 
with our civilization in its westward march. . . 
Hence came also tl1e separation of Church and 
State, and the soul liberty which Roger "Williams 
learned from Him who said, 'My kingdom is not 
of this world.' From the Bible came, as Edward 
Everett declared, ' the better elements of our 
nat-ional institutions.' It was an echo from tl1e 
Scriptures whic)l Jefferson sounded. in thegreat 
Declaration. :From the Bible came the moral 
forces that carried through our :first Revolution, 
and which have withstood the wastings of cor
ruption in succeeding years. From the same 
source have sprung the moral reformations that· 
have preserved our nat.onality and our freedom. 
' The American republic is of' heaven~v birth.'" 
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THE Times of this city is in favor of teaching 
the principles of our Constitution and the Decla
ration of Independence in our common schools. 
It ,vonld certainly be a step in the right direction, 
but would no doubt be bitterly opposed by those 
who denounce our Constitution as atheistic, and 
who contend tha't governments do not "derive 
their ·just powers from the cousent of the gov
erned." But the fight against the principles of 
the Declaration of Independence and ·the Con
~titution as it is, is on, and we may as well meet the 
i~sue squarely; and we know of no better way of 
doipg this than by teaching the rising generation 
to love our free ·institutiol1S. 

THE following item from the New York Chris
tian Advocate contains a thought worthy of 

l 
note:,-:-

"Twelve hundred St. Petersburg merchants have 
declared themselves willing to close their places of 
business on Sunday, with a view of keeping the day 
as it is understood in the United States arid Great 
Britain. The movement cannot succeed. The Greek 

·Church compels cessation of work in whole or in part 
on more than seventy man-made holidays. Until 

'this is reformed the people will have.to work on Sun
day." 

It should be remembered that those Sunday
law advocates who demand that all shall rest on 
Sunday, insist that such a. law does not interfere 
'\vith religious liberty, from the fact that it does 
not forbid the keeping of any oth~r day. But it 
will readily be seen in the light ofthis item from 
the Advocate that it does practically forbid that 
very thing, from the fact that few can afford to 

· be idle two days in each week. And a law re
quiring all to keep Sunday is in effect. a law that 
they shall not observe another day. 

But even granting that all could afford it, who 
has the right, in equity, to impose a burden of 
this kind upon even a few for conscience' sake? 
There can be but one answer, namely, that no
body has any such right. The trouble is that 
the observance or the non-observance of a Bah bath 
is a matter which lies wholly between each indi-

. vidtml and his God, and no lJlaH.Jlill' . .set of men 
has any right to interfere in ii. 

National Reform Success Means Re
ligious Persecution. 

Tms is most strenuously denied by- all N a
tional Reformers, just as we should naturally 
expect; because if they should claim, or even 
admit, that the success of their movement wo.uld 
involve persecution, they could not proceed a 
step farther. As a l'l'latter of course, we expect 
that they will deny that persecution will follow 
the success of their movement. Doubtless a great 
majority of them are sincere in this denial, be
cause they have never taken the trouble to looll;. 
to the end of their work; and of all people in 
the world National Reformers seem to be most 
ohli vious to the teachings of history; but .their 
denials amount to nothing in the face of the dec
larations that they have made from the beginning, 
and are still making. We will quote a few state
ments. 

Before the first annual meeting of the associa
tion ,an address to the public in behalf of the 
cause was prepared by the Rev. T. P. Stevenson, 
W. vV. Spear, D.D., and ·wm. Getty, Esq., in 
which the following statement was made:-

" It must be deplored that in a Constitution so 
universally and so justly admired and loved and 
studied by the American people, there is nothing to 
turn the mind of the nation to God, to inculcate rev
erence for the authority of his Son, or respect for-his 
word." 

This shows plainly that the design of the Na
tional Reformers is to so modify the Constitution 
that the government will act as a teacher .of re
ligion. In the address of Dr. Johnathan Eel
wards, at the New York convention, in 1873, it 
was said of the Constitution:-

"We want to put the people into it; the people in 
full, with their deep and noble reverence for God, 
the greatel!lt and best, and for his word as the under- .. 
ly>ing and pammount law." · 

Again: In the Cincinnati convention, in 1872, 
Rev. A. D. Mayo, D.D., in an address on relig
ion in public schools, said that "the State should 
teach the existence, sovereignty, and providence 
of God, and the duty of all men and nations to 
obey his laws; the spiritual nature, moral obli
gation, natural rights, and immortal life of man; 
the binding obl!gation of the morality of Jesus 
Christ as the only universal moral law; the ac
ceptance of the New Testament morality as the 
moral constitution of every civilized State." He 
further said that the State is bound to see that 
the religious morality essential to good citizen
ship is taught. 

At a convention hold in Mohmouth, Ill., Sep
tember 29, 1884, Rev. M. A. Gault said:~ 

"This movement includes the triumph of every 
moral reform. Every true reform is simply an effort 
tcr get back to some one of the ten commandments. 
If that law was recognized as the standard of legis
lation, and if public sentiment was educated up to 
that standard, it would do away with ·lying, stealing-, 

intemperance, profanity, Sabbath desecration, licen· 
tiousness, murder, and every evil that now vexes so• 
ciety."'· 

:fhese statements show that the proposed re· 
form contemplates simply the adoption of' the Bi
ble as the law of the land. This was plainly de
clared by Dr. Edwards in tl1e New York con
vention. He said :-

"If there be anything in the law of Moses which 
the coming of Christ and the subsequent overthrow 
of Judaism did not abrogate, let them be pointed out 
(and there cannot be many of them), and vre are 
prepared to accept them, and have them re-enacted." 

\V e say that with such a Constitution as this, 
persecution would be inevitable; but as facts are 
better than arguments, we will give an instauce 
illustrative of the working of such a Constitution 
in the past. 

The New York Observer of March 22, 1888, 
contained the fifth of a series of articles on John 
Calvin, written by the Rev. James M. Ludlow, 
D.D. The articles were, as a matter of course, 
eulogistic of Calvin. The article in the issue re
ferred to was upon the· trial of Servetus, and the 
last days of Calvin. Having mentioned the 
visit of Servetus to Geneva, and his arrest and 
trial, the Doctor says:- . 

" The specific charge against Servetus was that of 
teaching contrary to the Bible doctrines; but this 
was only a specification under the more general 
charge of attempting to destroy the peace, and, in
deed, the existence, of the Genevan State. The Ge
nevans had adopted the Bible as a part of their con-

. stitution, and every citizen had sworn to defend it; 
Servetus was thus the foe to the civil order. It was 
in no sense an ecclesiastical trial, but one which be
longed to the civil court, by which it .was conducted. 
Calvin was an ex.[lert witness on the points raised, 
not a judge. That the animus was not that of relig
ious rancor is evident from the fact that Calvin him
self was at the same time in fraternal correspondence 
with acknowledged heretics, like Socinus. But when 
the heresy was made a lever for the .werthrow of the 
republic, it became a different matter, and the Gene
vans would have been unworthy of their political ex
istence if they had not been willing to defend it." 

The Genevans had a model National Reform 
government; and the burning of Servetus was a 
natural result, just as Dr. I..~udlow says. And 
t~e fact that a man can be found who will apolo
gize for the burning of Servetns, and who will 
say that it was not an ecclesiastical trial, still'at 
the same ti.me admitting that it was the result of 
the Bible being adopted as a part of the consti
tution, is sufficient evidence that- if the National 
Reformers should succeed in having the Bible 
adopted as part of the Constitution, doctors of 
divinity and influential teachers would not be 
lacking who would defend persecution under it. 

But note that it is denied that the burning of 
Servetus was persecution, or that his trial was an 
ecclesiastical trial. It is stated that his heresy 
was made a lever for the overthrow of the gov
ernment, But how could a heresy affect the gov-
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ernment ?-Simply because the Bible had been 
adopted as a part of the constitution-not nec
essarily the Bible as it reads, but the Bible as in
terpreted by those in authori.ty; and, therefore, 
whoever differed in opinion from the established 
belief concerning the Bible, was talking treason 
and violating the civil law. If it be denied that 
the execution of the law in "Such cases is persecu" 
tion, then there never was persecution; for when 
the early martyrs were put to death it was only 
because they were violating the laws of Rome. 
James and :Paul were bel1eaded simply because 
their conscientious convictions in regard to the 
Bible-compelled them to violate the civil law of 
Rome. And so with what we have been accus
tomed to call the Roman Catholic persecution in 
the Dark Ages. If the tri~l of Servetus·was not 
an ecclesiastical trial, and his execution was not 
religiou~ persecution, simply because in differing 
with Calvin cqncerning the Scriptures he was go
ing contrary to the law of the State, then the 
Catholics never persecuted anybody; for Cran
mer, and Ridley, and Huss, and Jerome of 
Prague, and thousands of others who were 
burned at the stake, were tried and put to death 
for disobeying civil laws. The laws of the 
church were the laws-of the State. The"one who 
defends the burning of Servetus must likewise 
defend the massacre of St. Bartholomew's day, 
and the destruction of the Huguenots and Al
bigenses. All these people were put to death 
simply because the Bible, as interpreted by the 
priests, was a part of the civil law of those coun
tries. The Catholic Church says that all these 
persons W{lre punished by the State as law 
breakers. Thi.s is in one sense true; but they 
neglect to- state that the church apprehended 
them, and priests tried them. The Inquisition 
found them guilty of violating the ecclesiastico
civil law, and they handed them over to the 
State for punishment, recommendin~ them always 
to mercy, but expressly stipulating that they 
should be ,burned at the stake; and the civil 
power, as the-servant of the church,. was bound 
toobey'. ' 

Let the State become the servant of the church 
again, according to National Reform ideas, and 
let anybody's interpretation of the Bible, we care 
not whose, become a part of the civil law, and 
the same thing will take place again. It cannot 
be otherwise, for the State is -bound to enforce 
whatever laws it enacts. If it enacts laws con
cerning matters of faith and doctrine, then it is 
bound to punish the man who differs from the 
established faith. But such punishment is simply 
religious persecution. ' 

The cool way in which Dr. Ludlow disposes of 
Servetus, finds a parallel in. the way that men 
defend the enforcement of Sunday laws at the 
present time. Sa;rs he:-

" If there was one place in the world the fugitivO"" 
should have avoided, it was Geneva. The laws of 
that place he knew were very strict. Calvin had 
long before warned him not to come there to disturb 
the peace. The people of that commohwealth had 
the right to protect their political existence. They 
had fought for twenty years to get rid of Catholic 
tyranny, and were now in a life-and-death struggle 
with the Libertine element. Yet Servetus turned up 

, in Geneva. His purpose was clear. Here the Romish 
;Inquisition could not follow him, for' the Calvinists 
would defe,qg him against that. But while thus re
ceiving their hqspitality, he could get a dagger under 
the fifth "rib. of Calvinism by siding with the Liber-
tines." · 

vVe say that this is simply abominable. The 
IUaiLthat- coul<Lcoolly write such a paragr:;tph as 

• J 
that would be 8/,worthy compamon of Loyola, 
and a ready toql:of the Inquisition. He says that 
Calvin had warned Servetus not to come to Gen
eva to disturb the peace, and that the people had 
a right to protect their political existence. But 
what was their politi9s?-It was Calvinism. Ser
V'ltus' disturbing the peace did not cbnsist in beat
ing drums, or doing noisy work during public serv
ice, or in making any demonstrations whatever, 
but in writing and talking against Calvinism, as 
Dr. Ludlow himself says. The l;!Um of his offense 
was opposition to Calvinism. For this and this 
alone he was burned. And a professed Protest
ant in this century and in this decade, upholds 
the cowardly and blood-thirsty deed! Yet there 
are men found who say that this is too enlight
ened an age to allow such a thing as persecution 
for religious O,Pinion. 
Su~h talk is verrsimilar to that indulged in 

by the advocates of National Reform Sunday 
laws. They want to protect the peace of society, 
they say. It was only two weeks ago that a 
friend of ours was talking with another gentle
man, concerning the barbarous Sunday law of 
Georgia and the conviction of Mr. Conklin for 
cutting saplings in -the woods on his farm on 
Sunday. Instead-of expressing the contempt and 
indignation which every right-minded man must 
feel at· so outrageous a law as that of Georgia:, 
and at the persecution of an inoffensive citizen, 
the gentleman seemed to take his conviction as a 
matter of course, and threw the blame all on Mr. 
Conklin, saying he knew what the law was be
fore he went to work; he need not have suffered 
if he had been of a mind to avoid it. If he had 
not known the law, there might be some ground 
of pity; but when he knew the law and delib
erate! y violated it, nobody but -himself is to blame 
for the result. 

But when the National Reform American 
Sabbath Union movement succeeds, it will not 
be necessary for the person to work in orde~ to 
disturb the peace. Servetus disturbed the peace 
of Geneva by writing and talking against Calvin
ism, because Calvinism was the politics of Geneva. 
And so when the State "re-enacts the fourth 
commandment," as Mr. Shepard and Mr. Crafts 
say, Sunday will be a State institution, and the 
individual who talks against that institution by 
declaring that the fourth commandment requires 
the observance of the seventh and· not the first 
day, will be a disturber of the public peace. 
As much as this is contemplated ·in the statement 

;1 which we have before quoted from the Western 
Christian Advocate, edited by Rev. G. W. Both
well, D.D., of Oakland, Cal. Speaking of the 
petition against a Sunday law and the union of 
Church and State, in his issue of March 22, Mr. 
Bothwell said:-

" Most of the States make provision for the exercise 
of the peculiar tenets of belief which are entertained 
by the Adventists. They can worship on Saturday, 
and call it the Sabbath if they choose; but there let 
their privileges end. Instead of thankfully making 
use of concessions granted them, and· then going off 
quietly and attending to their own business as they 
ought, they start out making unholy alliances that 
they may defeat the purposes· of thllir- benefactors. 
None of these bills are aimed at them; but if they 
fail to appreciate the fact, they may yet call down 
upon themselves lffi~J:l,~ 1roeasure of public disfavor as 
that l9$'islatiop. ~emoarr1issing to them will result." 

This is simp1y a threat,pfpnnishmer),h,th~tt will 
be meted out to those who shall dare.•to protest 
against national religious legislation, and shall 
dare to teach that Sunday i,'! 1\Qt,.the Sa~path. 

~., - '" j-- \ 

It will not be necessm:y for them .to work on Sun-

day; if by their preaching according to their 
conscientious convictions concerning the word, 
they strike against the established religion, they 
will be considered as violators of the public peace, 
and will meet with punishment. 

Finally, as demonstrating conclusively, even 
to those who cannot draw conclusions, we quote 
the following bold declaration from a speech by 
Dr. Maro in the Cincinnati National Reform 
Conveptwn. Speaking of the people of the 
United States, he said :-

"They will plant iu the great charter of liberties 
an acknowledgment of the nation's dependence on 
Almighty God,. and its duty to conform to the laws of 
religious and Christian morality. They will protect 
the rights of every citi ;en, and persecute no man for 
his religion until that religion drives him to disobey 
the law which expresses the :will of the majority con
cerning the moral dutv of the citizen. And that will 
is always open to revision by constitutional means." 

We do not know how anyone can ask for any 
stronger proof than this that the National Reform 
movement contemplates persecution. And note, · 
it is not even claimed that the persecution will. 
be for actual violation of the law of God, but for 
acting or thinking contrary to the will of the 
majority concerning moral duties, with the ex
press understanding that that will may change 
at any time. 

Any person who can defend so outrageous a~ 
schClme has no sense whatever of what constitutes 
liberty. If any National Reformer can explain 
these utterances so as to make them harmonize 
with the golden rule, and with simple justice, 
the .columns of the SENTINEL are open to him. 

E. J. W. 

They Are-One. 

'l'IIE {Jhristian Btatesman, of September 5, con
tains a report of the Lakeside Reform Assembly, 
by the editor, T. P. Stevenson. This assembly 
was a joint convention of the ·woman's Chris
tian Temperance Union a1~d the Na~ional Reform 
Association. The firi:lt three days were devoted 
to the Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
work, in which addresses were given upon 
"Woman Suffrage" and "Sabbath Observance." 
Addresses were delivered on "The Limits of Relig
ious Liberty," and "The American Sabbath, and 
How to Maintain It." After noting the vVoman's 
Christi~n Temperance Union Conference, Mr. 
Stevenson introduces the work of the,_ days de
voted especially to the National Reform Associa
tion, with these words:-

" There was no perceptible transition between the 
foregoing exercises and those properly relating to the 
National Reform Association.'' . · 

This strikes us as very significant. Jt shows 
how rapidly the. gtleat Woman's Christ,iau Tem
perance Union is losi~1g sight of the object for 
which it was e*ablished, and is becoming simply 
a National Reform· organization. Th~ fneetings 
of one cannot be distinguished f).'om .tho;;e ·-of the 
otlwr. 

From Mr. Stevenson's report, we woulu not 
get the idea that the subject of temperance was 
mentioned in theW oman's Christian Temperance 
Union Conf :renee. Of course we are not to 
suppose that . the subject .of temperance was 
entirely ignored, but the report warrants us in 

' believing that temperance reOii~red less attention 
than woman's S]lffrage and Sunday legisla1jion. 
We are sorry that this is so. We are sorry that 
in comb~~ing religious legi!)latiop.J which is evil, 
and only evil, we- arc placed in antagonisin to 
the wvrk of a professedly temperance ot·gauiza· 
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tion. We believe in temperance of the strictest 
kind, and wish to support every temperance 
measure and every temperance organization; 
therefore we hope that the women of the National 
W. C. T. U. who believe that it should •he de
voted exclusively to temperance work-and there 
are very many of them-will be able either to 
convert the national association, or else to form 
a branch which will work in a legitimate way for 
real Christian temperance, and· which we can 
support. E. J. w. 

A Pagan Theory. 

AT Bay View, Mich., the past summer, the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union held a 

· school of methods, at which Prof. E. E. ·white, 
illiperintendent .of public schools . of Cincinnati, 
made a. speech on "The Duty of' the Hour," 
in which, according to Miss W~llard's report 
hr the Union Signal, be made the following 
statement :-

"You must either concede the right of the State to 
teach everything or deny the right of the State to 
teach anything. We must take conscience as the 
compass and put reason at the helm of the ship of 
State or we cannot weather the gale. The family, 
Church and State, should in a holy alliance gather 
about the cradle." 

This is a part of the plea for the establishment 
and enforcement of religion in public schools. 
It is not. true tbat the State has the right to 
teach everything or nothing. Tbe State has no 
rigbt to teach religion. In. the first place, it can
not do it without establishing a State religion, 
arid a State religion\ is not genuine religion at alJ, 
but is only a wicked mixture of worldliness with 
the forms of religion, and amounts to'nothing but 
religious despotism; and such a despotism is tl1e 
worst of .all. Instead of being an educator and 
an enliglltener, such a government crushes out 
freedom of thought, and ends only in ignorance 
and superstition; and ignorance mixed with super
stition is 'vorse than ignorance alone; and when 
the superstition is enforced by governmental 
power the evil is increased a thousand-fold. 

If it be indeed true that the only alternative is 
to concede that the State must teach everything 
or nothing, then we will take the latter, and deny 
the right of the State to teach anything, because 
it is vastly better f()r the State to do nothing 
than for it to attempt to do what it is impossible 
for it to do, with the inevitable result-the estab
lishment of a religious despotism enforcing super
stitious forms by governmental power. 

But, although it is not the right, and is not in 
the power, of the State to teach religion, the 
State has a right to teach something. It has the 
right to teach the rights and the duties of the 
citi,zen as a citizen to his fellow-citizens and to 
the State. This it can do; this it has the right 
to do; and there its rights and its powers end. 
It has no right to undertake ·authoritatively to 
declare \vhat are men'8 d· tties to God, or whether 
·there is any God. That is for the individual to 
find out for himself, and to render according to 
the dictates and the light of his own conscience. 
When it shall ever come to that place where the 
State presumes to put itself above the parent in his 
relation to his child, and shall put itself between 
the parent and his child, and dictate what religion 
tha11' child shall be taught, such a State is un
worthv to. stand for an hour. The right of the 
parent -to the religious care and instruction of his 
child is paramount and absolute.' And to the 
parent jmd the child this right is worth more 

than all the States in Christendom. That some 
parents neglect to exercise this right and fail to 
give to their children religious instruction, can 
never justify the State in usurping the place of 
the pare.nt and destroying the right, either of 
those who neglect it or those who exercise it. 

The State can never of right have anything to 
do with forming any alliance in which the church 
is concerned, whether about the cradle or any
where else; and any alliance of the State with 
the family with reference to the cradle must end 
with its simple pledge of protection to both the 
family and the cradle. The child belongs to the 
parent and not to the State. Both the dictum 
and the theory that the child belongs to the State 
is pagan and not Cl1ristian ; and throughout this 
whole discussion in behalf of religion in the public 
schools by the would-be leaders of thought, there 
is a current that is carrying them, and those who 
follow them, into downright paganism. It is true 
they profess to be doing it all in the name of 
Christianity, but tbe theory of the State which 
they maintain is the pagan theory; and when 
they propose to sanctify it with the form of 
Christianity as the State religion, then the result 
is ~ system exactly conformed to that of the 
Papacy, and is essentially papal. A. T. J. 

Building on the Sand. 

AN exchange quotes from the words of Rev. 
Dr. Strong the following concerning the "civil 
Sabbath":-

"Rev. Joshua Strong, secretary of the Evangelical 
Alliance, in the course'of an excellent discourse on 
The Civil Sabbath,' recently delivered, has this to 

say regarding the grounds for its observance:-
"'We observe two Sabbaths, entirely distinct in 

origin, character, and authority-the one civil, the 
other religious. The latter is divine in its origin and 
authority, and sacred in character; the former-the 
civil Sabbath-is wholly human in its origin and 
authority, and secular in character. Because these 
two Sabbaths coincide, they are very easily and com
monly confounded, and there results much popular 
misconception as to the meaning and value of Sab
bath Jaws. . . . Much bad blood and much in
jury to the. cause of Sabbath observance result from 
the common failure of both the enemies and friends 
of Sabbath laws to perceive that they are wholly 
secular, and that they in nowise depend for justifica
tion on the divine authority and sacred character of 
the religious Sabbath. If the words, "Remember the 
Sabbath-day to keep it lwly," had never been uttered, 
there would be exactly the same ground for Sabbath 
legislation which now exists,-a ground fu1l, broad, 
and solid.' 

"The tenable grounds, therefore, on which legisla
tion regarding Sabbath observance rests, are these, 
namely: 'First, the duty of the State to secure to 
every man the right to rest on the Sabbath; and 
second, the duty of the State to guard the leisure of 
the day from uses subversive of its object as a day of 
rest, and uses dangerous to public morals.'" 

The position here laid down by Dr. Strong
one of the most tboughtful and able American 
writers concerning national questions-is as 
strongly put as it is possible to make an illogical 
position. He fails to recognize the fundamental 
truth that "Sabbath keeping" is primarily and 
only areligions act, and that the benefits which 
come from it to man's lower nature~ and to the 
so-called ·non-religious interests of a community, 
come only when the abstinence from labor is 
brought ~about through religiolis conviction. In 
other words, the expression "civii Sabbath" is 
at once'·'a1ld always contradictory; this is shown 
by the factthat in all places, and on the part of 
all individuals where rest is induced without 
religions conviction, Sabbath keeping and its 
blessings disappear. The "con:tinental Sunday," 

of which so much is said, and concerning which 
so much fear is expressed, is the unavoidable 
result of a social and civil system from which 
the idea of a divinely-appointed Sabbath has 
been eliminated. When a religious conviction 
does not control, abstinence from labor induced 
by social customs, by mere desire for relief from 
the fatigue of labor, or by the compulsion of · 
civil law, must ·result in holidayism, the cbarac
ter of which will be determined by the· religious 
and moral atmosphere of the time. Holidayism 
thus induced has always resulted in much posi
tive irreligion and immorality. 

The statement that the State must "secure to 
every man the right to rest on the Sabbath," 
finds no counterpart in existing Sunday legisla
tion. If that be all which the State may do, it 
can only declare that each man shall be free to 
cease from labor on Sunday if he choose so to 
do. The moment that it forbids labor, it has 
passed beyond the matter of guaranteeing rest, 
and has introduced compulsion. The evident 
confusion into which so clear a tbinker as Dr. 
Strong falls, must continue until men cease to 
teach the illogical and impossible theory that 
there can be a "civil Sabbath." 'Ve shall es
cape from the thralldom of this inconsistence 
only as we rise from the lowland into which the 
pagan-hom State-church theories out of which 
Roman Catholicism grew, are wholly laid aside. 
-Sabbath Recorder. 

--------~~-------

That Unwritten Agreement. 

BrsHOP FosTER urges that there was an "un
written agreement" made between the observers 
of Sunday and the observers of the seventh day; 
that the former came to America first and 
established the keeping of Sunday; that the 
latter in coming afterwards tacitly agreed to 
keep the laws. By this "unwritten agreement" 
the keepers of the seventh day were bound to 
keep Sunday also. This mode of, reasoning is 
worthy only of the Papacy and the Inquisition. 
It is the argument of tyranny; but let us see how 
it would work in another case. 

'When America was discovered the Indians 
were the undisputed owners of the continent. 
So far as the whites were concerned, the Indians 
established themselves here first. They had cer
tain "unwritten" laws regulating warfare, the 
chase, and social life. A solemn council de
termined the fate of the captives taken in war. 
Certain ceremonies were perlormed before under
taking the chase. The women were obliged to 
do all the drudgery, that the men might the bet
ter be prepared fi)r war and the chase. By the 
working of these "unwritten" laws Sunday was 
as much used for the chase as any other day. In 
fact, they "had no Sunday." 

Now when the Mayflower landed a small 
company at Plymouth, did not these individuals 
tacitly agree to keep the laws of the red men? 
When ·william Penn bought land of the Indians 
was it not the "unwritten agreement" that who
ever should settle on this land would keep the 
laws of the red men? Whenever settlers came 
to America would they not be bound by this 
"unwl'itten agreement" to keep Sunday as the 
Indians kept it? How is this, anyway, Mr. 
Foster? Do not the Indians' claims antedate 
yours? Then; too, the whites were in the minor
ity. They were not even one-seventh of one per 
cent. of the population. R. M. C.A VINESS. 

Keokuk, Iowa, · 
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He Don't Belong. 

WHEN the field secretary of the American 
Sabbath Union was "swinging round the circle" 
last summer, he gave two address~s at Fresno, 
Cal. Among otherquestions sent up for him to 
answer at one of his public meetings, was this 

·one, "Do you indorse the principles of the 
National Reform Association?"· The evasive 
answer came with readiness, "I don't belong to 
that party." After a somewhat lengthy and 
rambling talk he said, "I am not ashamed of it." 
Then it seems he doesn't "belong" but has a 
"warm side" for it. His sympathies are for it 
and with it. Does he sustain the same relation 
to it as he does to the Knights of Labor? At 
their general assembly last year at Indianapolis, 
he told them that he was so closely in "accord" 
with their "principles" that he had almost de
cided to become a Knight himself. He said if 
he dirl not it would be because he believed he 
could "advance" their "principles better as an 
outside ally." 

Dr. Crafts gets apparently much" worked up" 
when anything coming from National Reform 
sources is brought to bear upon his work. He 
immediately repudiates it. It is almost pitiful to 
notice how much pain the galling imputation 
gives him. He don't belong, it isn't his purpose, 
etc., yet be's "not ashamed of it." Can he "ad
vance" its "principles better as an outside ally"? 
Can he do it more service where he is, just as he 
can l1elp the Knights more by not belonging to 
them? 

Now let us look at one or two of the principal 
results wished for, which spring from National 
Reform principles. The words about to be pre
sented are not those of obscure and indifferent 
men, but those of leading and zealous advocates: 

"Constitutional laws punish for fulse money, 
weights, and measures, and, of course, Congress es
tablishes a standard for money, weights, and mea.'!·· 
nres. So-Congress must establish a standard of relig
ion," etc.-Dr. Blanchard, in Pittsburg National Re
form ConvenUon in 1874. 

"It is the duty of .the State, as such, to enter into 
alliance with the church of Christ, and to profess, ad
here to, defend, and maintain, the true religion." 
-Secretary J. M. Foster, in Christian Statesman, 1884. 

"To be pe1fectly plain, I believe that the existence 
of a Christian Constitution would disfranchise every 
logically .consistent infidel. "-Secretary W. J. Coleman, 
in Christian Statesman, Nov. 1, 1888. 

"Of course a government organized on a basis em
bracing Christianitr could not, with propriety, intrust 
those with office who are hostile to its characteristic 
faith. And none-of this class have any right to C'laim 
that they should be legally eligible to office with 
those who are bona-fide citizens."-Christian Naticm, 
September 16, 1886, National Reform organ, New York 
City. . 

Secretary Foster, in speaking of the :National 
Reformed State, says:-

" The expenses of the church in carrying on her 
aggressive work, it [the State] meets in whole or in 
part out of the public treasury."-Christian Stateeman, 
.March, 181}4. 

Lastly:-

" But shall we take-is it right to take-public 
money to teach principles, enforce laws, and intro
duce customs to which many members· of the com
munity are opposed?-Most certainly. The gospel 
from its very nature is aggressive, contemplates 
the rectification of corrupt, disorderly, and degraded 
human nature, casts down every high thing tba~ 
would exalt itself against the knowledge of God, and 
brings every thought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ."-Wm. Some:rvitle, in Christian Nation, July 
7 and 14, 1886. 

Here we have a few thin_gs--quite a-small crop 
-growing out of National Reform principles, 

viz.: 1. Congress}o establish a _standard of relig
ion. 2. TheState to enter into alliance with the 
Church-Church and State union. 3. Disfran
chising infidels, which means everybody "hostile" 
to the National Reform idea of Christianity. 
4. "None of this class" to be treated as "bona
fide citizens." 5. Providing public money to 
carry on "the aggressive work" of the church, 
the preachers to be fed out of the "public crib." 
6. It is right to so use the public funds, be
cause the gospel is "aggr~ssive" and "casts down" 
everything that would "exalt" itself against it; 
In other words, nothing must stand in the way of 
the National Reform regime, not even the United 
States treasury, and Dr. Crafts is "not ashamed" 
of such principles I N. J. BowERS. 

Fresno, Cal. 

Religious Liberty in Maryland. 

THE prqposition to rear a monument in honor 
of Lord Baltimore as founder of the colony of 
Mary land would seem to be eminently proper; for 
whether we consider the personal character of 
the man, his zeal and enterprise as the projector 
of a colony in the New World, or the magi)ifi
cent results that have attended his settlements 
on the shores of the Chesapeake, his fame is as 
truly meritorious as that of the founder of any 
other commercial enterprise in America. In this 
day of muitiform centennial glorification let not 
the name of Cecelius Cal vert be overlooked. 

But it is to be hoped that his co-religionists
the Romanists-of the present day will not com
promise themselves, nor mar the fair fame of an 
honorable man of affairs by persisting in claim
ing for him. an honor to which he did not aspire, 
and an administration of the colony which he 
had no authority to grant-that of being the 
pioneer, founder, and patron of religious liberty 
in the American colonies. If the leaders of 
Romnnist thought in the United States, and es
pecially in Maryland, really desire to conciliate 
their Protestant fellow-citizens, and to verify the 
truth of history, they have on this occasion a fine 
opportunity to retire from an offensive and un
tenable position-to recede from their wonted 
claim for Lord Baltimore-a claim inconsistent 
with an essential, abiding p·inciple of their own 
church; false, in fact, and impossible according 
to the terms of the charter of Maryland. 

')'he writer has in his possession an old folio 
volume containing a copy of the original charter 
of Maryland in Latin and English, and colonial 
records and acts of the assembly from 1637 to 
1765. These furnish incontestible evidence that 
religious liberty in the colony of Maryland was 
not contemplated by Charles I., who granted the 
charter; that such liberty was never accorded to 
the colonists by the proprietor or his lieutenants, 
and never secured to the freemen by acts of the 
assembly. On the contrary, acts were at times 
passed on the subject of religion as intolerant, 
fierce, and bloody as any to be found in force 
elsewhere in the Old World orin the New. Com
pared with some of Maryland's "religious lib
erty" enactments, under the Calv(3rts, the "Blue 
Laws" of Connecticut were "gentle doves," and 
the laws which hung Quakers in Boston, and 
witches in Salem, 'Were righteous regulations. 

The charter patent granted by Charles I. to 
Lord Baltimore incorporating the Province of 
Maryland opens with the usual preamble and the 
terms of the general purpose 9f-the grant.· ' Then 
tallows a particular designation of the geograph
ical metes and bounds of the region to be occupied. 

That is followed by an extended enumeration of the 
rights, franchises, and · authority confirmed unto 
the proprietor, his heirs and assignees, "in and to 
the region designated, its soils, ·woods, marshes, 
lakes, rivers, bays, isl?>nds, etc., with fishings of 
every kind of fish, as well of whales and sturgeon 
and other royal fish as of other fish; and, more
over, the opening and working- of veh1s, mines, 
and" quarries." And then occurs the following: 
"And furthermore, the patronage and advowsons 
of all churches which-with the increasing wor
ship and religion of Christ-wi~hin the said re
gion, islands, islets, and limits aforesaid, hereaf~er 
shall happen to be built, together with license 
and faculty of erecting and founding churches, 
chapels, and places of worship in convenient and 
suitable places within the premises, and of caus
ing the same to be dedicated and consecrlllted ac
cording to the ecclesiastical laws of our kingdom 
of England; with all and singular such, and as 
ample rights,· jurisdictions, privileges, preroga
tives, royalties, liberties, immunities, and royal 
rights, and temporal franchises whatsoever, as 
well by sea as by land, within the region, islands, 
islets, and limits aforesaid, to be had, exercised, 
used, and enjoyed as any Bishop of Durham within 
the bi~hopric or country-Palatine of Durham, 
in our kingdom of England, ever 'heretofor~ hath 
had, held, used, or enjoyed, or of ri~ht couid, or 
ought to have, hold, use, or el\ioy." 

The above is all that Lord Baltimore's charter 
contains on the special subject of religion or 
ecclesiastical affairs. It is proper to explain the 
reference to "the Palatine county of Durham." 
At that period there were in England three Pal
atine counties-those of Chester, Lancaster, and 
Durham. They were called Palatine because the 
proprietors exercised, each in his county,~" royal 
prerogatives as a king in his palace. In the case 
of Durham the bishop was the proprieto1·, and 
hence he exercised the chief authority in the 
county, both civil and ecclesiastical; he was, in 
fact, a royal bishop of the county, ·which was, at 
the same time, his diocese. Taking, therefore, 
the Palatine county of Durham al\d the jurisdic
tion of itA bishop proprietor as the model and 
measure of corresponding authority in Maryland, 
that colony was thus constituted a Palatine prov
ince, and its proprietor invested with an episcopal 
oversight of its churches: 

But while the proprietor of Maryland was 
thus invested with Palatine, episcopal authority, 
the terms of the charter were not mandatory. 
He mi[lht found churches_ and chapels, but he 
was not required to found them ; and then all 
such places of worship that might happen to be 
established must be "dedicated, consec;rated," and 
ordered after the model and accordin"' to the 
ritual of the established Church of England, ob
served in the Palatine county of Durham. 

Manifestly, tl1en, according to the terms of his 
charter, the prop~ietor of MarJ:land could not 
officially tolerate any form of dissent from the 
established Church of England, nor could he 
lawfully found or dedicate in the province a dis
senting meeting-house, church, or chapel; neither 
was it in his power, as Lord Palatine of the prov
ince, to authorize or permit other persons to es
tablish within his jurisdiction such places of 
worship for the use of dissenters from the form 
and faith of the Church of En$'land. 

Much less could Cecilius Calvert, or ani of 
his successors, holding under his original charter, 
lawfully establish and proclaim the general prin
ciple of pers'onal religious liberty. The very 
idea of such liberty was alien to all. existing eccie-
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siastical institutions, and as a~;f actuality, then, 
nowhere to be found. It appears, however, that 
the Romanist Lordsof Baltimore, or their repre
sentatives in the province, did not rnolest dissenters 
frorn the English establislwd church, for the rea
son that, being themselves dissenters, they could 
not consistently or prudently enforce upon others 
those charter principles which they themselves 
were openly violating. And thus the ideal ch~rch 
of the province of Maryland, designed after the 
model of the Palatine Church of Durham, be
came from the first a nullity; while there pre
vailed for a time a degree of religious freedom in 
which all dissenters participated-Romanists and 
Protestants alike. 

Now if fhr this happy state of the church in 
Maryland, Lord Baltimore was entitled to thanks, 
it must have been on the principle of a certain 
man who generously gave away his neighbor's 
apples. As this man was helping himself to 
apples one day in his neighbor's orchard, a 
stranger came along who, supposing him to be the 
proprietor, politely. asked permission to gather a 
few apples. "Certainly," said the supposed pro
pHetor, "help yourself; take as ITiany as you 
want.'' When the stranger had fill~d his pockets 
with the choice fruit, he was quite profuse in his 
thanks for the kindness. "Oh, no," replied the 
other, "don't th=k me; these apples are not 
mine. J am myself stealing them just as you. 
are." 

It is evident Lord Baltimore had no authority 
to grant religious liberty to his colonists, and it 
is equally manifest he had no intention of grant
ing such privilege to his followers. It could not 
have been his original purpose to found a State 
on the principle of general religious liberty; for 
then, as an honest, candid man, he would have 
refused a charter which forbade the granting of 
that liberty. Nor did his lordship or his Roman-

'(ist adherents subsequently intend to establish uni
versal religious freedom in the colony. This is 
evident from their public acts. 

At a general assembly held at St. John's, 
and terminating March 19, 1638·-about four 
years from the founding of the coJony_:.an act 
was passed on the closing day of the session or
daining certf;tin laws for the government of the 
province, of which the first was, " That holy 
church within this province shall hav!3 all_ her 
rights and liberties." At an assembly held at 
the saine place two years later, 1640, "An Act 
for Church Liberties'' was passed October 23, 
ordaining "that holy church within this prov-

. ince shall have l1Dd enjoy all her rights, liberties, 
and franchises, wholly and without blemish." 
This was 1:1ubsequently confirmed as a perpetual 
law. 

Now, why this special legislation in behalf 
of "holy church"? Why were not all the 
churches, any and all sects, included if univernal 
religious toleration was the design of the benevo
lent and enhghtened proprietor and his general 
~assembly? Why . the necessity of this special 
legislation? If liberty of worship had been from 
the first legally accorded to all dissenting sects, 
the Romanists enjoyed it in common with all the 
rest; and hence they did not need this special 
protection; but if they, or any other dissenters, 
required legislative protection, all did, and to 
limit s~ch legal assurance to one sect was not 
universal toleration. The authors of this partial 
3;11d special toleration, therefore, could not have 
be.en those pioneells of universal liberty\ of con
science of whom we hear so much at this_ time.· 
-Paul Le. Clair, in Converted · CaJ}wlio. 

Religious Education by the State. 

IN a plea for religious instruction by the State, 
Rev. Geo. B. Cheever asks the following ques
tion:-

" Shall God himself be intrusted with the domin
ion over the consciences of rational beings instructed 
by his own laws and providences, or shall the States, 
by majority of voters, uninstructed from infancy in 
the holy requisitions of God's law, be the supreme 
governors of the human soul?" 

Here are really two questions; and of course 
Mr. Cheever intends that the first one shall be 
answered in the affirmative, and the second one 
in the negative. In this view, the questions con
tain the very essence of the doctrine always ad
vocated by the AMERICAN SENTINEL, and are 
exactly opposed to the principles of so-called 
National Reform. For whenever religion is put 
into the hands of the State, an attempt is made 
to transfer "the dominion over the consciences of 
rational beings" from God to the State. There 
is no dodging this conclusion, because Mr. Cheever 
admits all through his article that- this is em
phatically a case of conscience. 

Our proposition is still further confirmed by 
Mr. Cheever's second question. This question 
shows that in his mind the reason why the States 
should not "be the supreme governors of the 
human soul," lies in the fact that the "m~jority 
of voters" are "uninstructed from infancy in the 
holy requisitions of God's law." Mr. Cheever 
must intend to convey the idea either that the 
majority of voters will always remain uninstructed 
"in the holy requisitions of God's law," and there
fore the States can never become "the supreme 
governors of the human soul," or else that the 
time may come when the majority of voters will 
b~ instructed in the requisitions of God's law, 
and that when they are so instru:cted it will then 
be perfectly proper for the States to "be the su
preme governors of the human soul." Evidently 
the latter view is the one which he indorses; for 
the sole object of hi;; lengthy argument is to show 
the necessity and utility of religious instruction 
provided by the State. Only let the States in
struct "the·majority of voters" "in the holy req
uisitions of God's law," and they will be emi
nently fitted to "be the supreme governors of tl1e 
human soul," says the Rev. Geo. B. Cheever, D.D. 

It is of course well understood that the SENTI
NEL has never indorsed this sentiment implied in 
Mr. Cheever's second question. The friends of 
religious liberty are perfectly satisfied to intrust 
the Almighty " with the dominion over the con
sciences of rational beings ; " and they forever 
deny the right of the States, no matter how well 
instructed their voters may be, to usurp that do
minion, or constitute themselves "the supreme 
governors of the human soul." And this is why 
they are opposed to having the State dictate to 
the people what they shall study, or what they 
shall practice, in matters of religion. 

. A. DELOS WESTCOTT. 

The w. c. T. U. a,nd Politics. 

REGARDING the recent convention of the 'V oman's Christian Temperance Union at Chicago, 
the followjng is from the press dispatches:-

The event of the session was the report of the 
Committee on Resolutions touching the non-parti
san question. The majority report says:-

''We believe it is vital to temperance reform that 
the principle of prohibition be made the dominant 
issue in American politics. We therefore give 
our a~proval to that party onl,y which declares 

in its platform for prohibition in the State and 
nation, and stands in action for its application to 
law.'' 
. The minority report was brought in by Mrs. 
Mattie M. Bailey ,..of thalowardelegation,and read 
as follows:'-

"That the recent amendment contests demon
strate tl1e need of more persistent and persuasive 
educational temperance work among all classes of 
people; the results of these several contests have 
given us practical proof that the success in the 
effort for the overthrow of the legalized liquor 
traffic can only be assured where the intelligent 
convictions of the people are in favor of prohibi
tion, and that defeat is certain where such convic
tions are lacking; therethre, resolved, further, that 
as forty odd departments of the W. C. T. U. work 
are for no party, but are for the education of the 
people in the truths of total abstinence and pro
hibition, and as we have in our membership 
women whose differing political preferences lead 
them to sympathize with and support different 
political parties, therefore it is unjust and unwise 
tor this organization to pledge its influence, sup
port, or allegiance to any political party. 

"Unjust because if this organization is non
partisan, as our president has lately declared, 
such a pledge of influence, support, or allegiance, 
representatively given, interferes with the individ
ual freedom of any and every member to prefer 
and work for the political party of her choice. 
Unwise because in the practical carrying out of 
that pledge our religious and educational work is 
thereby subjected to party limitations and antago
nized by disastrous partisan opposition.'' 

Mrs. Foster and :Mrs. Bailey spoke in favor of 
the adoption of the minority report. Mrs. Clara 
Hoffman spoke against its adoption. The major· 
ity report was adopted. The Iowa delegates alone 
voted in favor of the minority report. 

At this point l\lrs. J. Ellen Foster arose and 
read a long protest on behalf of the Iowa delega
tion, setting forth that they had met with rebuffs 
and insults until forbearance had ceased to be a 
virtue. At the conclusion of the reading the en
tire Iowa delegation left the hall. 

The Right to Rest. 

THE ReV'. Dr. W. W. ~varts, of Chicago, is 
an active worker for a national Sunday law, and, 
like all his companions in th~ work, he uses 
arguments which, on account of their weakness, 
he would be ashamed to use in any other cause. 
The Golden Censer published a portion of one 
of his speeches some time ago, from which we 
extract the following:-

"It is not proposed to make people pious, to com
pel them to pray, but to protect those who wish to 
worship and pursue higher education. It is not de
clared, .You shall be a Catholic, or a Protestant, or a 
Mohammedan, or a Jew, or anything of the sort. 
The church wants to give the people a day that is 
necessary for all men alike. Every man knows the 
necessity for it if he knows himself at all. One day 
in seven, it is that right the Sabbath law protects, and 
that is all. The church simply gives the right, 
guards the right, for all men." 

Notice first the expression, "The church wants 
to give the people a day." The same idea is 
even more strongly expressed in the paragraph 
preceding the one just quoted, in which we find 
the statement, "The church, by enforcing the 
Sabbatl1, is taking better care of humanity than 
liberty leagues or infidel reformers.'' So, not
withstanding' their 'Pleading for a civil Sunday, 
we have an admission by one of the leaders in 
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th~ movement, that it is purely a church affair, 
and that although when the law is passed the 
State will be the nominal enforcer of it, the 
church will be the real power behind· it. In 

· other words, the State will be the eat's paw for 
the church; yet we doubt not that if Dr .. Everts 
were asked directly if the Sun;-~ay movement is 
religious in its nature, he would say no. It is 
strange how this Sunday-law craze leads pEiople 
virtually to deny any connection between tl1e 
church and religiop. 

But the point which we wish particularly to 
notice is the idea that the Sunday law is designed 
simply to protect the people's right to rest and to 
worship. We can scarcely imagine how such an 
argument as this should deceive anybody, for 
anyone can see that the object is entirely differ
ent. Granting that it is everybody's right to 
rest on Sunday, suppose there are some who do 
not wish to avail themselves of that right, what 
will the State do in that case under a rigid Sun
day law?-It will say, You must do so. In 
other words, it will declare that nobody has a 
right to choose his own day for rest and worship, 
and so instead of preserving rights, it will deprive 
people of their rights. As a matter of fact, 
everybody has a right to be protected in resting 
on Sunday, provided he wishes to do so. If' a 
movement were set on foot to deprive people of 
their right to rest on Sunday it would find no 
more vigorous opposer than the AMERICAN 
SENTINEL; but who ever heard of any such a 
movement being started? Who ever heard of 
such-a thing as an attempt to secure a law for
bidding people to rest on Sunday?-No one. 
The fact is that under our present Constitution 
everybody has that right, and everybody who 
wishes to avail himself of it is protected in it. 

There is no necessity for a Sunday law in 
order to protect people in their right to worship 
on Sunday. This plea for a Sunday law, on the 
ground that it is necessary to protect people in 
their right to Sunday rest, is equivalent to saying 
that those who wish to -rest cannot do so unless 
everybody else does. 

Suppose} get tired and want to take a holiday, 
making a trip into the country. Everybody will 
say that I have a right to do so if I can afford it; 
but I demur. I raise a great ado and say that 
tl:e State has to protect me in that right. Our 
Sunday-law friends would tell me that the State 

. does protect me in that right; that if anyone 
should attempt forcibly to restrain me from pur
suing my journey, the State would punish him; 
but I say, No, I am not protected in my right to 
take a holiday trip to the country, unless the 
State shall compel everybody else to go with me. 
While I am going to the country there are scores 
of people who would go about their business as 
usual, and I ask that they be compelled to take 
a holiday too, in order that I may be protected 
in my right to recreation ! Anyone can see the 
nonsense of this, and yet this very argument is 
used in behalf of Sunday laws. The idea that 
one person cannot rest because someone else 
happens to be working, was never heard of until 
necessity compelled the movers for a national 
Sunday law to invent it. It is not the hmguage 
of reason, but of bigotry; it is the language of 
those who wish to compel everybody to do as 
they do ... 'II!: ,_ 

That a law compelling all to rest is not neces-
13ary in order to protect all in their right to rest 
is shown by the fact that people keep the seventh 
day, concerning which no dvillaw has ever been 

made, and they feel that. they l1ave a right to. do 
this. We know of several instances where a 
very few observers of the seventh day live alone 
in the midst of a very large city, surrounded by 
thousands who pay no regard whatever to that 
day; and yet this few feel that they have a right 
to observe the seventh day if they wish to, and 
they do so, and find no difficulty whatever. 
They do not ask for a law compelling other people 
to rest on that day in order that they may be 
protected in their right. Yet they surely have 
the same right to be protected in their observ
ance of the seventh day as others have in their 
observance of the first. If not, we would like to 
know why not. Thosewho admit that they have a 
right to be protected in their seventh-day rest 
thereby relinquish all claims for a national Sun
day law; and those who will not admit that they 
have the right, thereby admit that they desire 
class legislation which will favor some but which 
will work injustice to others who are equally de
serving. . We would like to have our friends 
thi.nk seriously of this matter and state whether 
they believe that the only persons in this country 
who have any rights are those who observe 
Sunday. 11. J. w. 

Enforced Sunday Observance -Who 
Are Its Allies? 

IN the Bulletin of August 27 we attempted to 
show the. inconsistency of the Chicago Daily News 
in its attempt to bring into Chicago enforced Sun
day observance over the deceptive issue of closing 
the Sunday saloons. Since the writing of that 
article, the utterances of the Daily News have 
been more pronouneed than before, and the charge 
then made abundantly proven to be just. In 
the Morning News of September 9, under the 
leading editorial, "Sunday Observance," we find 
these significant words: "And this suggests the 
point, which has doubtless occurred to many of 
our readers, that a wide-open saloon is only one of 
many forms of violation of the divine commanc:l, 
'Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy.' 
Open barber shops, open grocery stores, and other 
open places of traffic, are infractions of this com
mand, only less mischievous than the open sa
loon.'' In the News of September 23, in the lead
ing editorial, "Some Progress," we find these 
words: "For .nearly two months the . Morning 

·News lms devoted an unusual amount of its space 
to an endeavor to bring about Sunday observance 
in Chicago. . . . The fight has been car
ried on because the Morning News believes in 
Sunday observance. It believes in it, not only from 
a religious and moral standpoint, but also from 
an economic and hygienic point of view.'' And 
how does ,it work to bring about Sunday observ
ance ?-By appeals to the civil authorities. We 
deny the right of any civil ruler to enforce the 

·fourth commandment, or to enforce Sunday ob
servance, from a religious, or any other standpoint. 
God says to this self-appointed guardian of the 
Almighty, "Vengeance belongeth unto me, I 
will recompense, saith the Lord.'' Heb. 10:30. 
The News quotes Cardinal Gibbons, and many 
Catholics, to show that the Church of Rome favors 
Sunday closing. ·.• Ilk,a, letter commending the 
course'~of the Nf)WS, from "Fides," of St. Charles, 
Illinois, whicJ:(appeared in,th&News ofSeptember 
21, we read:-'' No man with a- knowledge of the 
teaching and\ doctrine of the Catholic Church 
could be so inconsistent .as to ~~CIJ.f4~p~r of f~ilure 
in the sllghtest degree to enforce the most exact 

--.--·-;. 

and religious .observance-of Sunday." This is too 
true ever to be contradicted. The question. is. 
whether the country is ready for such enforced 
religious observance of the fourth commandment 
as shall please ihe Daily News and the Catbolic 
Church. The fight is not for temperance; it is 
not against the'saloon ; it is not for prohibition. 

News of September 17, editorial, "One '\V ar at 
a Ti~e.'' "It may be even admitted that in a cer
tain sense the fight is not specifically against the 
saloon, but against unlawful Sunday toil and 
traffic of every sort. N-evertheless, the fight on 
hand now is against the Sunday saloon, open in 
violation of an express law of the State. 'When 
we have won this fight, we will reform the lines, 
plant the standard on the ground thus gained, 
and press the attack on other specific intances of 
Sunday violation. But just now, 'one war at a 
time, gentlemen, if you please.'"- Workcl"s' Btdle
tin, Des Moines, Iowa. 

The· Civil Law Did lt. 

'\VIIEN' the Roman Catholics are charged as 
being responsible for the terrible persecutions 
during the twelve hundred and sixty years of 
papal rule, they very meekly seek to excuse 
themselves from all blame by saying," The civil 
law did it.'' And now when the Sunday-law 
advocates get their ideas embodied in the civil 
laws of our country, and should sore persecution 
be the result, as it certainly will, will not these 
same professed Christian people seek to clear 
their blood-stained skirts by saying, as the 
mother church said, "The civil law did it"? 

A. w. SANBORN. 

THREE men-say a Christian, au infidel, and 
aJew-ought to be able to carry on a government 
for their common benefit, and yet leave the 
religious doctrines and worship of each unaffected 
thereby, otherwise than by fairly and impartially 
protecting each, and aiding each in his searches 
after truth. If they are sensible and fair men 
they will so carry on their government, and 
carry it on successfully and for the benefit of. all. 
If they are not sensible and fair men, they will 
be apt to quarrel about religim1, and, in the end, 
have a bad government and bad religion, if they 
do not destroy both. Surely they could well and 
safely carry on any other business, as that of 
banking, without involving their religious opin
ions, or any acts of religious worship. Govern
merit is an organization tor a particular purpose; 
It is not almighty, and we are not to look to it 
for everything. The great bulk of human affairs 
and human interests is left by any free govern
ment to individual enterp:uise and iiidividual ac
tion. Religion is eminently one of~these interests, 
lying outside the true and legitimate province of 
governmen~Supreme Court of Ohio. 

THE defeat of Governer Foraker, In Ohio, is 
charged, not so much to the saloon influence as 
to the Sunday-law issue, and the belief that he 
favored a crusade against all sorts of activity on 
Sunday, even to the stopping of the delivery of 
milk on that day. Assuming this to be a correct 
statement, it is proof that . the extremist often 
defeats himself. ,.,,Radical suasion in the .interest 
of good morals i~ not objected to by the people, 
but the. attempt to legislate radicalism on the 
.Sundaf't[uestion'~i~t?:.the ·,p~op'ie, oftener than 
not suffers defeat.-Bacramento Record- Union. 
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. THE United States American has removed to419 
Folsom Street, San Francisco, to which number 
all communications should be addressed. The 
American is " devoted to choice literature and to 
the dissemination of American principles." 

"WE cordially, gladly recognize," say the Na
tional Reformers, '' the fact that in South Amer
ican republics, and in France, and other Eu
ropean countries, the Roman Catholics are the 
recognized advocates of national Christianity, 
and stand opposed to all the proposals of secular
ism." This is especially true of Equador and 
Spain, particular1y the former, some account of 
the moral condition of which we published last 
week. 

''To-DAY the Province of Quebec is," says the 
· American Gitizen

1 
"under the e~clusive control 

of the Roman Catholic Church. The public 
officers · are Roman Catholic, the religion is 
Roman Catholic, and it has just been shown that 
the courts are equally Roman Catholic/' 

The Province of Quebec is, then, Mr. M. J. 
Foster's ideal State: it has, in the common ac
ceptation of the term, no established church, but 
" the State and its sphere exist for the sake of, 
and to serve the interests of, the church." This 
is just what Mr. Foster says should be, and it is 
just the condition of affairs which he would like 
to see in this country. 

THE field secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union has discovered a new argument for closing 
saloons on Sunday. He says, as reported in the 
Ghr·istian Nation, "The saloon should be closed 
on the Sabbath, because in being open it jeopard
izes the safety of the people in passing along the 
public streets going to and from church." We 
are perfectly agreed that saloons should be closed 
on Sunday, but the same arguments that would 
close them on that day would close them on every 
other day. They are no more a menace to 
passers-by on Sunday than on any other day, 
and people are entitled to no more protection on 
Sunday than on other days. The idea is absurd, 
and shows the ~rue animus of the Sunday move
ment; it is to honor and favor the church and 
the day; and thi"t is just what civil government. 
has no right to do. 

IN an article in the Christian Statesman of 
August 31, 1881, Rev. Sylvester Scovel, writing 

· of the desirability of unitin~ with Roman Catho
lics for the purpose of securlng so-called national 
reform, said :-

"We may be subjected to some rebuffs in our first 
proffers, and the time has not yet come when the 
Roman Church will consent to strike hands with 
other churches, as such; but the time has come to 
make repeated advances, and gladly :to accept co
operation in any form in which they nlay be willing 
to exhibit. It IS one of the necessities of the. situa
tion;" 

And again in the same line the Christian 

Statesman of December 11, 18841 .said -edito
rially:-

" Whenever they [the Roman Catholics] are willing 
to co-operate in resisting the progress of political. 
atheism, we will gladly join hands with them;'' 

And now comes the Baltimore Catholic Con
gress, which closed its session in that-city .on. the .. 
11th inst., and says in its platform:-

"There are many Christian issues in which the 
Catholics could come together with non-Catholics 
and shape civil legislation for the public good. In 
spite of rebuff and injustice, and overreaching zealotry, 
we should seek an alliance with the_nou-Catholics 
for proper Sunday observance." 

At present we leave our readers to draw their 
own conclusions, and forecast the probable results 
of this Roman Catholic National.Reform alliance_ 
now as good as formed, 

Iw concluding a report of an address by Mr. 
Crafts- on his favorite theme, "The American 
Sabbath or the Continental S~;''-the GJ~ris
tian Nation says:-

"The address was listened to with deep interest. 
We hope that the agitation of this most important 
subject maY. mean the better enforcement of the Sab
bath laws now existing in our own city, that we may 
not see men reeling to and fro in our streets on God's 
holy day. In the desecration of the Sabbath, as in 
all other evil, the liquor traffic is foremost. Prohibit 
the liquor traffic and you stop a very large proportion 
of the public desecration of the Sabbath. :May the 
time soon come when the Sabbath shall be protected 
by law, not merely because it is needful for man to 
have a rest-day, but because it has been instituted 
and set apart by God, and because he bas said, 'Re
member the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy.',; 

There is something very peculiar about this 
Sunday-l~w question. The law, we are told, is 
wanted to secure a day of rest for workingmen, 
and as a temperance measure, but somehow or 
other, try as they will, they cannot conceal the 
fact that the real object is to honor the day. 
They don't want men to be drunken on the day, 
and Sunday prohibition would prevent the dese

.cration of the day, and they want the law because 
God has said, "Remember the Sabbath-day, to 
keep it holy." But they don't want religious 
legislation; oh no! they only want to enforce 
their version of the fourth .commandment by civil 
law. That is all, 

THE Catholic Review of November-9 has the 
following on the proper relation of Church and 
State, which ~uld commend itself to National 
Reformers:--< 

"It wovld be hardly worth while noticing the 
eternal changes which Americans ring on 'the union 
of Church and ·state' phrase, except to ask those 
that use it what do they mean when they declare so 
firmly that union of Church and State shall never 
exist in America; What the phrase formerly meant 
is done away with in all civilized countries almost 
completely, although these countries may have Cath
olicity or a Protestant sect down in the Constitution 
as the State religion. The old state of union will 
probably never return. Harmony is now the proper 
word for expressing the desirable relations of Church 
and State, and this harmony must exist or the world 
will continue to endure the discomforts of eternal 
quarreling. The State must admit that the Church 
ranks above it, and has a deeper interest in men than 
it can ever have. It must act accordingly. The 
present attempt of the atheists and foolish secularists 
to push Christianity out-of-doors, and leave the peo
ple to the mercies of State offir.ials in their necessities, 
must be resisted and overthrown. The State is 
bound to assist the Church in her work quite as 
much as the Church is bound to keep the people 
mindful of their salvation and faithful in workbag for 
it. The two powers are a. mutual aid t.o each other~ 

and mu8t be always in relationship. Harmony is the 
word for the present moment, but users of the phrase, 
'No union of Church and State,' know too Jittle of 
the matter to produce anything but discord." 

"Harmony" is an excellent word, and in_ this 
connection is about the equivalent of Mr. J. M. 
Foster's proposition, that "the State and its 
sphere [should] exist for the _sake of, and to 
serve the interests of, the Church," and that "the 
Church and the State [should} exist in friendly 
recognition and co-operation." '.It is well known 
what Cath0lics regard as "harmony" between 
Church and State; it is about equivalent to the 
relation which may properly exist between one 
man and one woman, namely, marriage. And 
that which Secretary Foster means by 1'frieridly 
recognition and co-operatiol)." is explained by 
his own words, as follows: "The expe'nses of the 
ChurclJ, in carrying on her a~gressive work, it 
[the State] meets in whole or m ~art out of the 
public treasury. Thus the Church is protected 
_and exalted by the State." -

It certainly ought not to be very difficult for 
National Reformers to join hands with Roman
ists in" resisting the demftnds of political atheism," 
since .on this question these so-called Protestants 
and the Papists occupy the same ground. If 
they are kept apart it will be only because each 
party will insist that it is the chnrch to the ex
clusion of the other. But inasmuch as they 
have each expressed a willingness to join hands 
with the other in a propaganda by civil law, 
there is little ground for hope that they will not 
agree to unite their forces. for their mutual 
advantage, and f9r the discomfiture of political 
atheists, by which they mean all who do not agree 

, with their- theory of ci vii govern men't. 

IN commenting upon the result of the late 
election in Ohio, the Cincinnati Commercic~l -Ga
zette of November 6 says:-

" The German Republican guard will be accused of 
enlisting again under the banner of the saloonists, but 
they did not do anything of the sort. They rebelled 
against the peculiar combination on the Sunday ques
tion. No, it was not the saloonistB who won the 
Democratic victory in Hamilton County, though they 
will claim it and use their power to the uttermost, 
but it was the Sunday crusade which struck not only 
the saloons but extended to base-ball, ice-cream, soda
water and cigar st~nds, . .and.seemed. j;o..be threatening 
th!'J milk wagon,g.1' 

The fact is that the advocates of Sunday laws 
are for Sunday first and prohibition second; that 
which they wish most of all is not to close the 
saloons on that one clay, but to exalt Sunday as 
a religious institution. For the present, a~ least, 
politicians who do not care to get scorched would 
do well to let the Sunday question alone. The 
time foretold by National Reformers when the 
politicians will all demand front seats on the Sun
clay-reform(?) car has not yet come,.though no 
one knows how soon it may dawn. -

THE AM:ElB.ICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

Th~. defense of American ·Institutions, the preservation 
of the United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as.regards religion or religious tests, ant: 
the maintenance of human rights, 

both civil and religious. 
It will ever be u:iwompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 
Single Copy, Per YeaP, post-paid, • - - $1.00 
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c. 
To foteign countcies, Bingle subseription, post-paid, - 5s. 

Addre.t>B, AMERICAN SENTHIEL, 
].0.')9 Castr.o.St., OMl:LAND, CAL. 



~qual and exact justice to all men, of w~atever state or persuasion, religious or politicaL-Thomas 'Jefferson. 

VOLUME 4. OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, DECEMBER 4, 1889. NUMBER 45. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY, BY THE 

. PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
No. 43 BOND ST., NEW YoRK; 

18 POST ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.; 
12TH & CASTRO STS., OAKLAND, CAL. 

EDITORS, 

E. J• WAGGONER, Ar,oNZO T. ]oNES. 

"THE Sunday-law cranks of Boston," says ·a 
New York paper, " have been snubbed by an
other judicial opinion. In a case brought to test 
the legality of towing on Sunday, Judge Thomp
son, in the Superior Court, held 'that vessels com
ing to the port of BQston have a right to come to 
docks on Sunday, and that it is a work of neces
sity to bring the vessel in whether by the sailors 
Ol1 board or by those in another boat towing her.' 
The prosecution was instituted by religious fa
natics of the' Elliott Shepard kind." 

AN attorney-at-law, in Washington, D. C., 
writes thus concerning the AMERICAN SEN'l'INEL: 

"EDITORS AMERICAN" SENTINEL: A number 
of copies of your paper have recently fallen into 
my hands. Its doctrines are logical and its ar
guments• insuperable. Before seeing it, I had at
tended some of the meetings held h_ere by the 
advocates of the so-called Sunday-Rest bill, where 
I saw miles of petitions, and listened to many 
fine' speeches, and signed the pet·ition. Since see
ing your paper, I have become converted and 
signed an opposing petition. You are right in 
thinking there i~ danger in that bill." 

M. A. G. says we are in the fog. ·we request 
him to read Luke 6 : 41, 42. After these state
ments it is astonishing to hear him say, "We pro
test as strongly as anyone against the union of 
Church and State." But what does he mean by 
a union of Church and State? It is a union 
"between the State and some :particular organized 
church or denomination." This kind of a union of 
Church and State we never expect to see. Was the 
Church united to the State in the days ofConstan
tine?-All will admit that it was. How was it 
done?-A council was called to decide what were 
the principles of the Christian religion common to 
all. These were enforced by law. The very same 
thing in substance and principle is proposed by 
Senator Blair and formulated in the joint. resolu
tion S. R. 86, proposing an amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States respecting es
tablishments of religious and free public schools, 
introduced into Congres.s May 25, 1888. The 

·National Reformers favor this amendment. Hence 
they favor a repetition of the same thing done in 
the fourth century, or the same kind of a union 
of Church and State made at that time. The 

chur~h is the body of Christ. Col. 1: 18. The 
memberilo-of the church are members of his body. 
1 Cor. 6: 15; Eph. 5:29, 30. Those who have 
the relig·ion of Christ form the church of Christ, 
and for Senator Blair to propose legislation en
forcing the teaching of the "principles of the 
Christian religion," is to propose a union of the 
Christian Church with the State; and for the 
National Reformers to favor that amendment is 
to favor a union of Church and State- W:, in 
Prohibition Journal. 

"Legitimate Recreation." 

IN the report of the thirty and thirty-first 
years of the New York 'Sabbath Committee, we 
find a section on the Saturday half-holiday 
movement, the first paragraph of which reads as 
follows:-

" The Saturday half-holiday movement, from which 
much was hoped in its indirect influence upon the 
Sunday observance, has not accomplished as yet 
what was expected from it. Said Governor Hill, in a 
speech at Dunkirk, with referenee to this measure: 
'There i:nay be a legal difficulty in dividing a day, 
'making only one-half of it a legal holiday. That 
difficulty can be avoided by making every Saturday 
-the whole day-a holiday. Saturday would thus 
be set apart as a day of recreation and pleasure, and 
the following Sunday would become, what it was 
intended to be, emphatically a day of rest, and a bet
ter observance of Sunday would be promoted. Sun
day is rapidly becoming a day of recreation, espe
cially in the summer season, instead of a day of rest. 
Such a holiday would afford every workingman an 
opportunity for pleasure, for some travel, for visiting 
friends, for study, and for whatever other legitimate 
recreation he may desire to take.' " 

There are two points suggested by tlJis which 
are worthy of serious thought. The first is in 
connection with the claim that the Sunday law is 
a temperance measure in that it will, close the 
saloons on Sunday. It is well known that when 
the charge of discrimination is made of tacitly 
making the liquor traffic legitimate on other days 
by excluding the sale of intoxicants on Sunday, 
the Sunday-law people say that it is necessary 
because people are idle on Sunday, and, there
fore, are then more subject to the attractions of 
the saloon; that if the saloons are closed on Sun
day, when people are idle, the bulk of their traf
fic will be taken away. 

The fallacy of this claim was shown in the 
SE:N'l'INEL a few weeks ago by a quotation from 
the Voiee; but the effort of the Sunday-law 
movers to have Saturday made a half or a whole 
holiday is the strongest demonstration of the 
hollowness of their temperance professions. "\Vhile 
professing to want the saloons closed on Sunday 
in order simply to protect the idle laboring men, 
they, at the same time, work to have' the pre
ceding day made a holiday, in which the work
ingrnel). shall be idle. But we have never heard 

of a Saturday-closing movement, so that it would 
seem that the saloon is dangerous to idle men 
only on Sunday. 

But what is specially interesting in the para
graph we have quoted is the closing sentence 
in the extract from Governor Hill's speech. 
After recommending the setting apart of Satur
day as a day of recreation and pleasure,so that 
Sunday might become emphatically a day of 
rest, he says: "Such a holiday would afford 
every man an opportunity for pleasure, for some 
travel, for visiting friends, for study, and for 
whatever other legitimate recreation he may de
sire to take!" That is the object of the proposed 
Saturday half-holiday; it is to allow the working
man time to take the recreation which he needs,· 
but which would be prohibited by such a Sunday 
law as is desired. And what is the recreati~m? 
Read the above sentence ag!j.ln. It is travel, 
visiting frienqs, and study. Nothing could more 
plainly indicate that the proposed law would 
prohibit such quiet recreation as visiting friends 
and studying. Surely this would be the Puritan 
Jaw with a vengeance. It would involve the spy
ing into houses by the minions of the law, to see 
who is reading the newspaper or studying, or to 
see who is receiving an innocent visit from a 
friend. It is a striking comment on the inevita
ble working of a Sunday law, that its friends 
cannot make even the most incidental allusion to · 
it without revealing the cloven foot of the 
Inquisition. E. J. w. 

What It Means. 

THE fathers of our Constitution builded wisely 
when they inserted the provision that liberty of 
conscience must remain inviolate. To main
tain that bul warlc of liberty there must be a con
tinuous and absolute separation of State and 
Church and public schools from all religion. To 
guide the public-school system to its destiny it is 
absolutely essential that religious influence be far 
removGd from the schools, and that sectarian fl.oc
trines be forever eliminated. The blending of 
popular education with religion has been fully 
illustrated by the present condition of Germany, 
where the fatal effects are now sl1o\vn. Atheism 
and infidelity exist to a larger extent than .in any 
otlwr civilized country. Commenting on this 
subject a valued exchange says:-

" Nothing can work so great a hardship as to 
cram into the minds of children religious opi11ions 
opposed to their home training-opinions, per
haps, which they have been taught to regard as 
fatal to eternal salvation. The only one that 
will be pleased at this is the teacher who is spread
ing on earth the dogma of some particular creed. 
Religious instruction in the public school means 
a gradual retrogression to the union of Church 
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and State, and this union means a tyrannical 
government and a corrupt priesthood. It has 
been so in all ages, and we are not so superior to 
our ancestors that we may thrust our hands into 
the fire and escape without being burned. Relig
ious instruction ought not to be ignored, but the 
home a~1d the church are the places wherein both 
precept and example will be most effective; but 
if liberty of conscience is valued at all, 'keep 
religion away "from public schools."-Jewish 
Tirnes and Observer. 

Hon. William Jackson Armstrong on 
Religious Legislation. 

IN the course of a lecture on "Romanism and 

Civil Liberty," delivered in this city on the 21st 

ult., Iron. William Jackson Armstrong, of Wash

ington, D. C., the well-known lecturer and jour

n~list, spoke as follows concerning the efforts of 

certain so-called Protestants to secure the pas

sage of a national Sunday law:-

One of the official organs of these misguided 
associations has said : "Whenever the Rom a~ 
Catholics of this country are willing to co-operate 
in resisting the progress of political atheism, we 
will gladly join hands with them." Not a doubt 
of it! 

Well! the Roman Catholics of the United 
States in their just-closed convention at Balti
more, have accommodated some of these fanatical 
gentlemen. They have accepted the proffered 
hands of the Sunday-Rest faction to establish by 
law a national Sabbath. The coalition has been 
made. 

Nature makes no indication of a Sabbath. 
. The sun continue5 to shine, the birds to sing, the 
flowers to bloom, and the rivers to run, every 
day in the year. But after fifteen centuries of 
debate, these pious people, who represent only a 
fragment of the religious and Christian world, 
have decided which of the several days in dispute 
the Almighty has definitely appointed for rest 
and religious exercise by man; and they have 
resolved,with characteristic intolerance, to enforce 
this decision by law on their fellow-men. That 
was precisely the policy of the Roman Inquisi
tion for three hundred years. 

Their legislative mouth-piece at vVasbiugton 
has been equal to the occasion. He has formu
lated and introduced in the United States Senate 
an elaborate bill, by which all recreations on the 
first day of the week other than that of religious 
exercises, shall be, so far as the national govern
.ment is concerned, prohibited to Americans by 
law. 

That bill lies before me. An examination 
of its provisions in detail would be an evening's 
entertainment. I hesitate to ·speak with disre
spect of a scheme near to the hearts of so many 
good folks-as Douglas Jerrold hesitated before 
speaking disrespectfully of the equtttor. But I 
am under the disability suggested by the Rever
end Sydney Smith, who said that he made it a 
rule never to read any book he was called upon 
to review, for tear of taking a prejudice against 
it. I have read this bill. I have taken a prej
udice against it. I am constM~.ined to say that, 
in my judgment, if you will take this bill and 
perforate with a s•_reet-car conductor's bell-pu~'ch 
all its misleading rhetoric and palpable sophis
tries, it will be found to resemble a remnant of 
Irish lace, or the countenance of a colored gen
tleman emerging from the. varioloid. There 

is a legend of Siam that they once had in 
that country an exceedingly small. and preten
tious king. That very small king was a:ffl.icted 
with a verY' large cancer. After a counsel of 
the royal surgeons, they operated for the remov!!-1 
of that tumor. But when they ha:l taken away 
the tumor, it was found that the throne was va
cant. A cancer had been king of Siam. That 
pretentious little king was all cancer. It would 
not do to operate for the excision of cancer on 
the United States Senate bill for Sabbath rest. 

There are a thousand reasons why this bill 
should not become American law. The attorney 
pleaded to the court that there were thirteen rea
sons why his client was not present in court-and 
that the first of these reasons was that his client 
was dead. The first objection against thiS' bill 
for Sabbath rest is that you cannot make men 
tired by law so that they can rest only in one 
way on Sunday. !tis the assumption of this bill 
that two doctrinal sermons and four prayers will 
act as an invariable tonic on a tired man. They 
will not always do it. 

To enact this bill would be to re-enact the joy
less Puritan Sabbath, on which, it is said, a man 
could not kiss his wife-though he had neglected 
that connubial obligation during the other six 
days of the week. The enforcement of such a 
measure would make more infidels in six months 
than the feeble preaching and vigorous intolet·
ance of' the advocates of Sabbatarian legislation 
have made in half a century; and that is a strong 
statement. The sacredness of the voluntary Sab
bath would he lost by its becoming involuntary. 

One of the pretexts of this legislation is that 
it is to enforce merely a civil day of rest in favor 
of that fraction of American workingmen now 
employed in the government 111ail service, on 
railway lines, and in other occupations. But the 
serpent trail of religious legislation is over it all. 
Its purposes tor religious ends are distinctly and 
unblushingly avowed by the high priests of' 
American Protestant intolerance, who are its in
spiration. These benevolent gentlemen would 
enact, forsooth, a day of Sabbath rest for work
ingmen, and cut off by the same stroke the recrea
tions and innocent enjoyments in which four-fifths 
of American laborers are accustomed to seek, on 
that day, relief from six d~ys of toil and confine
ment. That is Christian altruism with a ven
geance! 

I have no respect for the one-sided statement 
of any question. I have no respect for the plat
form of the autocrat. I have no respect for the 
opinion of' the man who fears to face its free dis
cussion. At any future or appointed time during 
my stay on this coast, I will cheerfully divide 
this platform with any representative of this 
claim for enforced rest by law, who desires to 
demonstrate its alleged merits before intelligent 
Americans. But I admonish that champion in 
advance, that if he seeks to vindicate his. cause 
under the principles of American liberty, rather_ 
than by the right of religious majorities to impose 
their observances on their fellow-men, its merits 
will be found t~) be conspicuous by their absence. 

Such legislation as this has its origin in a total 
misconception of the problem to be solved. 
Some of its objects may be desirable. But they 
are not desirable through invoking the sword of 
the law to enforce them. They are desirable by 
quite other instrumentalities. What American 
workingmen need is not more rest on one day in 
the week, but more rest every day in the week, 
and greater facilities thereby for self-respect and 
improvement, which cannot come by Sabbath 

-
laws, but by the elevation of the sen&e of Ameri-
can justice. 

If the Sabbath of a majority of any religious 
faith can be appointed by law through the power 
of majorities, then that Sabbath can be abol
ished by law. It can be proscribed in turn in 
favor of the Sabbath of· any other religious ma
jority. The Jew and the Seventh-day Baptist 
may by force of attainable numbers enact their 
Sabbath in its stead. The infidel by the right of 
an emergent majority may extirpate the Sabbath 
of the Christian, and silence by law the sound of 
church bells that disturb his secular ear. And 
if i{l this nation the zeal of religious convictions 
could· again successfully invoke the arm of the 
secular State for intolerance, better that that 
dream of the atheist were realized, and that 
churches and alleged religion were banished 
from this land. Religion that persecutes is not 
religion. It is the doctrine of an imperial state 
of this Union, solemnly uttered by its highest civil 
tribunal, that " true Christianity does not· shield 
itself behind majorities; that a form of religion 
that ottnnot live under equal laws, ought to die." 

The day on which discrimination for religious 
opinion is inaugurated in the · administration of 
this government, will be the day of the death 
of the republic-the failure of the Americau 
experiment-the funeral of civilliherty. 

The American Protestant who clamors for t'4e 
aid of the State to impose upon his fellow-citizens 
the least of his religious observances, has not a 
leg to stand on while demanding of Rome the 
abatement of' her claim for State support of paro
chial schools. Let him first remove the beam 
from his own eye. The logic of civil liberty is 
inexorable. It does not end at the doors of the 
Catholic Church. The reprobation of the un
constitutional and un-American demands of that 
church, from the standpoint of sectarian hostility, 
is an attempted debauchment of the public con
science. There is no force in such warfare. The 
arm that strikes is unhinged at the shoulder. 
This is the land of religious liberty. The con
tests of creeds should be the contests of Christian 
charity. 

Protestantism should know better. It. assumes 
to have been the peculiar defender and champion 
of religious liberty since Luther. It has no ex
cuse. It has nowhere any temporal head to 
serve. Rome, at ]east, is consistent. Her policy 
for thirteen centuries has been the same-the 
aggrandizement of her earthly power. \Vhat 
could it avail the supreme Deity of the universe 
that his power shall be recognized by the civil 
governments of this world? That kingdom is 
spiritual,-it exists in the hearts of men, or it 
does not exist at all. Jesus qf Nazareth was the 
respecter of civilliberty. 

But do any of these people, Romish or Protest
ant, know what they do? Do they know the 
essence of their demand ? Do they not see the 
destroying demc;m of' intolerance they invoke for 
their own children? They would break the col
umns of the great Constitution and let fall the 
fragments of' its temple upon their own heads. 
They forget the ages of blood from which this 
fabric of freedom has been slowly reared. They 
forget that the liberty for the most intolerant 
atheist is the liberty for the humblest Christian 
in this land-one and the same. They fi)fget · 
that man cannot be made religious by law. 
'they demand a civil government with the affirma
tion of creed. They would make discrimination 
for opinion. They would roll back the centuries 
and persecute for faith. Intolerance is a two-
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edged sword. Fanaticism begets fanaticism. cause you lack the other means, which gives 
What if, their beliefs being established and en- power to persuasion,-the word of God with its 
trenched by law, there should sweep back in this precepts and promises? Be honest, sisters, with 
repttblic, as once in France, against ecclesiastical your own souls; why support unsoriptural insti
oppression, the tides of unbelief, and the God(less tutions and in such unscriptural ways? They 
of Reason should sit crowned in the Capitol? continue:-
What if,' invoking their example, the infidel and "Opposition to this Sunday-Rest bill comes mainly 
agnostic should establish a government of the from two sources: The liquor dealers and the Sev-

, negation of God, and visit their faiths with their enth-day Baptists and Adventists, the first class op
OWil intolerance ?-In that bitter hour they would posing it as an infringement of personal liberty, the 

second as an infringement of conscience. vVe shall 
recall the sacred teachings of the fathers of this now spend no time on the first class, both because 
nation, and the countenance of Liberty would their opposition is nothing like as pronounced as that 
glow with a divine radiance only in the moment of the seventh-day people, and because the personal 
when it was lost. liberty plea has been so often and so ably answered 

h f h in another connection. Since the beginnings of man t e features o t e 
S b " The second class of opponents are entitled to 

Absolute have been veiled. tanding etween most respectful consideration, both because we always 
two worlds, .with instincts beyond life, and hopes respect conscientious scruples, and because of the per
beyond death, from this "bank and shoal of sistent, concentrated efforts they are making to de
time," man has looked with straining eyes towards feat the bill. It seems as if those two churches 
the Unseen-attempting:. to illumine with his which believe that Saturday is the true Sunday are 

bending all the energies which other churches ex
frail candle of reason the halls of the Eternal. pend in home and foreign missions, in Christian 
Afflicted by sorrows, he has awaited in all times philanthropy of every kind, upon the one effort of 
and all la~.ds the' merciful justice . of the U n- . defeating the Sunday-Rest bill. The country is 
k.nown. ·With moan and tears he has in many flooded with their literature, on which they expended 

I d twenty thousand dollars last year, and their strong-
_.a' name and tongue formu ate in creeds his est men: and women are instant in season and out of 
measure of the Infinite. Every faith that has ~eason, defending their cause. It is a significant fact 
'given courage to ~ur kind has been held sacred that in this opposition of our seventh-day friends the 
by its worshipers. Every doubt, to the eye of Jews take no part.'' 
Mercy is yet more sacred than faith, for it On the above we wish to offer a few obseJva
grope~ in suffering. For the struggling tides of tions 1which we hope may prove a benefit to our 
men,-fellow-workers and pilgrims on this mist- · vV. C. T. U. sisters. 
ridden shore,-the wisdom that remains for this 1. They acknowledge that the- great opposer to 
world is charity-the doctrine out of Nazareth- the present fight of this woman's temperance or
the creed of love to all mankind. On American ganization is not the rum power, but two bodies 
soil, a century ago, by the guidance o(history of temperate and temperance Christians-and 
and the inspiration of the Great, we built for the these must submit or be crushed. Is it for this 
hope of the world the political monument of this purpose the Union was organized? How sadly 
sublime creed. Under its impartial shadow the fallen! 
worshipers of Truth, whether in church, or wood, 2. Seventh-day people do not believe that 
or mosque, or synagogue, or temple, have known "Saturday is the true Sunday." But Saturday 
nl:! discrimination for opinion. Let ~t be the is the true Sabbath. They have no more claims 
oath of Americans to guard that monument for- for Sunday than any other day. Its name indi
ever. cates its origin as a day for religious observance. 

An Appeal to the W. C. T. U. 

THEW. C. T. U. have a column in the Healds
b~rg Enterprise. In the issue of that journal of 
July 3 they have an article entitled, "Sabbath 
Observance." They speak of the efforts put forth 

·for the Blair Snnday-H.est bill; and all the re
sults thus far, they say, are God's answers· to 
,their prayers. That is, they would have us be
lieve that the Lord answered prayer in behalf-of 
an. unscriptural method to obtain an arbitrary 
law to compel observance to an institution which 
not only has no divine authority, but which is a 
rival to the sacred restrday of God's own appoint
ment! 

Sisters, just think of that, will you? Is it not 
possible that you may be wrong in ascribing the 
result to your prayers? God heareth those who 
ask according to his will (1 John 5: 14); but did 
you ask according to God's will.? Where is it 
contained in God:s will that Sunday should be 
observed? Where is it revealed that any relig
ious institution of any character should be forced 
upon the ·conscience of anyone, whatever his be
lief or unbelief? Paul said, "Knowing therefore 
the terror of the Lord, we persuade men." 2 Cor. 
5 :11. You think, sisterR, that the judgments of 
Qod will fall upon this people because of their 
violation of God's law; your brothers of National 
Reform so talk. Believing, therefore, in the 
terror of the Lord, why do you not take the 
scriptural way, and persuade men? Is it be-

3. The Seventh-day Adventist 0hurch (and 
we doubt not the Seventh-day Baptist Church
we speak for the former) put more energy and 
more money in foreign missions last year than 
ever before. It can safely be said that they did 
more work in this' directiop in proportion to their 
wealth and numbers than any denomination 
that espoused the cause of the Blair Sunday-H.est 
bill. All their efforts against it were extra above 
their regular work. 

4. Yes; they probably expended more than 
twenty thousand dollars. Why not? vVas not 
their cause a worthy one? We praise God that 
they did so much. We wish they could have 
done more. 

5. "Their strongest men and women are in
stant in season .and out of season, defending their 
cause." Then they are doing just what God 
commanded that the minister of the word should 
do. But they adv,ised no arbitrary methods; 
they demanded nothing from the State thenJ
selves; they only asked that equality before the 
law which the Federal Government grants. 
They contended not for privileges, but rights,
rights for all equally with themselves. vVas this 
the principle upon which our sisters strove? 

6. The Jews did t~ke part in this opposition. 
Both the Jewish Exponent and the Jewish Times 
and Observer had forcible articles against the 
proposed bill. 

7. Our sisters belong .to a "Christian" organ
ization. They profess to -he Christians, that is, 

followers of Christ, obedient to his precepts. 
Did they ever read the following precept? ' 

"vVhatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law 
and the prophets." Matt. 7: 12. 

This does not mean Methodist men, nor Bap
tist men, nor Prohibitionists; it means all men
Jews and Gentiles, believers and unbelievers,. 
Christians and pagans, Sabbath-keepers and Sun-· 
day-keepers. Would you l1ave the pagan compell 
you to adore his gods and keep his sacred days?' 
-Then force upon him yours. Would vou have, 
the infidel compel you to forego all wo~ship, alll 
service to God ?-Then compel him to honor· 
your religious observances. Would you be com
pelled to observe the seventh-day Sabbath, the, 
true Lord's day? . (Would God that you rcon
sciences, enlightened by the word and Spirit~ 
would so compel.) Then force upon the seventh
day-keeper your l1igh day, contrary to his con
science and welfare. 

Are the Christian women of your organizatiom 
prepared to interpret the "golden rule " in this, 
way? Are you prepared to be active agents im 
the oppressive measures which are being pushed! 
forward under the name Christian, by profess
edly Christian men? The tyranny of the Dark 
Ages began with milder and more plausible claims; 
tl1an are now made by those clamoring for m 
religo-civil sabbath. The sure effect of such 
legislation will be to make hypocrites of many 
who prize temporal advantage and convenience 
above conscience, and oppress ot)1ers who regard 
conscience and the word of God above aU 
earthly advantages. Christians, indeed, do not 
look here for results or rewards. Are the vV. C~ 
T. U. prepared to meet their present work in the 
light of the judgment ?-Signs of the Times. 

Religion and the Majority. 

TuE following editorial article from the St. 
Louis Republican is worthy of a careful reading, 
as it contains much food for serious reflection:-

"In his essay on 'The Policy of the Massa-. 
chusetts Colonists towards Quakers and Other 

. Dissenters,' Mr. Henry L. Southwick, of Bos-
ton, states; with the precision of a lover of histor
ical truth, facts that will never cease to have a, 
contemporaneous interest while there remains a. 
possibility of oppression through public opinion~ 
expressed in legislative enactment. These facts; 
have been often examined. It is well enough 
known that very soon after landing on Plymouth 
Rock the ' Pilgrims ' banished John and Israel 
Brown for being Episcopalians; that they drove 
out H.oger Williams, elder of Salem church, for 
declaring 'the new and dangerous doctrine' that 
' the magistrates should restrain crimes and not 
control opinions;' that Mis. Hutchinson was 
also banished for a similar offense of dissent; that 
when the Baptists proclabned that 'Christians 
ought to tolerate Christians,' Obadiah Holmes 
was whipped for the heresy; that Clark, Cran
dall, Garten, and many others, were fined or ban
ished ; that under the general acts against Quak
ers they were to be arrested on their entrance to 
the colony, 'committed to the house of correc
tion,' 'severely whipped,' 'kept constantly 
at work, and none suffered to converse or speak 
with them during their imprisonment;' that 
under a still severer law, every Quaker returning 
from banishment should, ' for the first offense, 
suffer the loss of one ear ; for the second offense, 
the loss of the other ear, and for the third offense, 
have his tongue bored through with a hot iron;' 
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and that under these and similar laws Mary 
Dyer, "William Robinson, Marmaduke Stevenson, 
and William Leddra were hanged, while others, 
men and women, were whipped, branded, and 
maimed. 

"The impart.ial examination of this record 
shows that the question back of it was that of the 
difference between ' liberty of conscience ' and 
'license.' The politicaJ principle asserted was 
the absolutism of the majority to decide where 
liberty ends and license begins. This principle 
is stiU practically asserted in our politics--even 
in our constitutions made fm: the express purpose 
of denying the existence of absolute or inherent 
rig~t in the majority. And it is curious that 
these expressions, wherever found, relate to mat
ters of religion. The constitutions adopted dur
ing the first fifty years of the Union tend more 
and more towards that of Virginia, in which 
there is no qualification · whatever of Roger 
Williams' ,declaration that it is the duty of mag
istrates to restrain crimes, not to control opinions. 

"The rise of Mormonism in the vVest checked 
this tendency and caused a reaction towards the 
opinion that the majority is absolute judge of 
what is or what is not religious license. The 
opinion is expressed in the constitutional qualifi
cation ·that 'liberty of conscience shall not be so 
construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, nor · 
to justify practices inconsistent with the good 
order, peace, or safety of the State.' 

"This limitation is inserted in American con
stitutions of most recent adoption. It may, there
fore, be called the more modern view of religious 
liberty in distinction from the unqualified declara
tion of the old Virginia bill of rights, but it must 
not be forgotten that it is precisely the view of 
the practical assertion of which the Puritans 
have been so generally condemned. It makes 
the public opinion of the. majority the judge of 
what constitutes 'licentiousness,' and endangers 
society. The Puritans thought that it endangered 
society for the Quakers to be 'moved by the 
spirit' to speak from the benches in church. 
They considered all acts inconsistent with their 
own views of liberty as nothing more than licen
tiousness, dangerous to civil peace and religious 
order. -

" While we retain their theory, it is inconsist
ent to condemn their practice. It is unwise, be
cause it is untruthful, to. assert that we have out
grown their theory when we revive it and embody 
it in our constitutions and bills of rights, where 
.it is only innocuous for lack of an issue to vivify 
it with the strength of a persecuting public 
opinion.'' 

There is a danger and a difficulty, as intimated 
by the Republican. But is it not p~ssible to 
draw the line at a point where it' will neither 
trench upon the rights of conscience nor endanger 
the well-being of the State? It certainly is 
pQssible. ''We hold these truths to be self-evi
dent,-that all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain un
alienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that to 
secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men." These words from the immortal 
Declaration of Independence set forth the only 
proper function of civil government, namely, to 
secure to all ,their natural or "inalienable " 
rights. To this end the weak must be protected 
from the· aggressions of the strong, the person, 
property, and reputation of rich and poor must 
be alike guarded; but here proper government 

ends; civil law can of right go no further. But it 
may be asked, Is it not within the province of civil 
law to forbid and punish adultery, and to pro
hibit prostitution? Certainly it is, but only be
cause these things cannot be practiced without 
infringing upon the rights of some whom the 
government is bound to protect. Adultery is a 
violation of the marriage contract; therefore it is 
not only the right, but it is the duty, of the State 
to forbid and to punish it. Likewise fornica
tion imposes upon the community crimill11ls and 
paupers, besides unnameable evils; therefore 
the State must forbid and punish it. It has 
been truly said that "liberty is a circle bounded 
on every side by the rights of others," and when 
anyone oversteps those bounds it is the province 
of the government to restrain him, but not other- , 
wise. 

Georgia's Sunday Law. 

SuNDAY-OBSERVANCE laws are most-often heard 
of in connection with the retailing of liquors·and 
other merchandise; While they have some influ
ential support upon theological grounds, it seems 
probable that with the mass of citizens the chief 
idea is to guard against practices tending to gen
eralize Sunday labor. It will be well then that 
the operation of these laws should be scrutinized 
with reference to the different principles indi
cated. A case has been reported from Georgia 
where a laboring man was convicted of digging 
a ditch on Sunday to carry off the foul water 
from his cellar. .A preacher was the complaining 
witness or instigator of the prosecution, and the 
culprit was sentenced to a year's imprisonment 
and to serve in the chain-gang. If the facts are 
anywhere near correctly reported there is no 
question what the verdict of public opinion must 
be upon such a case. _It strongly illustrates what 
may be called unchristian Christianity, and be
comes a proper subject of .remark for the secular 
press, because the civil law is the force brought 
into action. 

So far as special religious beliefs are interwoven 
in the texture of society, they receive such recog
nitio~ as appertains to civil order, the preventiol}. 
of offense, and shock to the feelings of persons, 
and the avoidance of commotions and marked ill 
feelings which produce social and public discord. 
If not at this line where shall the limit of State 
authority in religious matters be fixed, assuming 
that the American people are well determined to 
respect the principle of religious liber(v where 
they perceive it? From an evangelical stand
point a large toleration of Sabbath freedom should 
be the sincere desire of every Christian. The 
Pharisees made much of Sabbath observances, 
but the fo!lnder of Christianity reproved them 
by example and question, asking which of them 
wou]d not take his ox out of the ditch on the 
Sabbath. It would seem that the Christian spirit 
would always seek to recognize a right motive 
where such might exist. 

No matter if the preacher would not make a 
drain on Sunday, he should be able to concede 
that his neighbor might have a good conscience 
in doing s.m To prosecute one who does a good 
work and does it with a good conscience is to out
rage humanity, disgrace religion, and bring into 
disrepute the creed of the prosecutor. The in
spiration for such prosecution is bigotry. But if 
the law lends itself to bigotry tlie law is wrong. 
It cannot undertake to protect every feeling 
which alleges itself to be religious. If a Puritan 
is hurt to think that another enjoys a good din-

ner on Sunday, that form of asceticism cannot 
be protected from sentimental shock, for the 
State will utterly refuse to go back to ascetic 
theology as a substitute for religious liberty ion its 
polity, and Puritanism has rarely been that ,of 
Christian States. 

When such prosecutions and laws capable of 
such applications cannot be defended on Christian 
principles, and for the honor of the Christian 
churches and people, what shall be said of them 
in the light simply of the American constitutions, 
which are not distinctively Christian in any the
ological or ecclesiastical sense? This must be 
said-because it is surely felt by many citizens 
-that if such laws are to be applied with the 
senseless bigotry characterizing the Georgia case 
referred to, it will be necessary to dismiss the 
hope that ecclesiastics and justices can be relied 
upon to exhibit sound discretion, and the Sun
day laws must be overhauled and amended so as 
to render outrages of the character a1luded to 
impossible occurrences for the future.- Galves
ton Weekly News, November 14,. 

Some Apparent Truths. 

"AMERICA is not the only country," says the 
Sunday School Times of October 24, "that is 
vexed and perplexed by the problem of religious 
education in public schools. France has been 
making an experiment in this matter, within the 
last half dozen years, that is well worth noting. 
1n 1882 the law was passed completely with
drawing the public schools from the influence of 
the clergy, and substituting 'moral instruction' 
in the place of religious, without defining in de
tail what the authorities understood by such 
'morality.' One of the features of the present 
exposhion is a massive volume, compiled by the 
well-known Protestant theologian and dean of 
tl1e Paris faculty, Dr. Fr. Lichtenberger,· from 
558 official -reports of school directors and in
spectors sent in, by order of the government, for 
the purpose of learning how the law has been 
working. The result is severely disappoint!ng to 
the advocate of purely secular education and of 
the substitution of vague and general principles 
of morals for positive religion. 

It is impossible to systematize the answers 
given; but it is clear that endless confusion pre
vails as to what 'moral instruction' is, and that, 
in any shape or form, it cannot take the place 
of religious training. Positive Protestants, like 
Lichtenberger and Edmund de Pressense, ac
knowledge the failure of the r::ecularization of the 
schools, but do not advocate a return to the old 
system, lest the Roman Catholic clergy be given 
once more the absolute control which they for
merly possessed. But Pressense in his Revue 
Chretienne declares that a morality not based 
upon a positive Christian foundation is absolutely 
valueless, and urges that this new 'moral instruc
tion' be banished fr:om the schools; that the in
struction in general be made as moral as possible; 
that religious instruction he imparted outside of 
the regular school hours in the school buildings 
themselves; and that, in general, the training of 
the coming generation in the principles of Chris· 
tianity be advanced in every possible manner. 
It is exceedingly doubtful whether the authorities 
will take any steps in this direction.'' 

The Catholic Review of November 9 quotes 
this, and says, "Some truths that even the blind 
could see are. rapidly coming home to Protest
ants." Certainly, and one of those truths which 
ought to he apparent, is that no system of educa-
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tion which is practicable among people of mixed 
creeds, can ever take the place of the chcrrch and 
the h9me, or furnish the instruction which should 
be given by parents and spiritual advisers. It is 
true that "morality" cannot be inculcated with
out religion; and it is equally true that religion 
cannot be taught without a creed, for a creed is 
simply that which is believed. If religion i& to be 
taught in the schools it must be defined, and that 

.. definition will be somebody's creed, and if it is 
adopted by the State it will be the established 
creed of the State. The only possible solution of 
the religious educational question without making 
the schools sectarian is for Cluistian parents to 
do their duty toward their children in the home, 

· and for all Christian~ to do their duty toward all 
classes as opportunity may offer. The State can
not teach religion unless it has a religion to teach; 
and State religions have never resulted in any
thing but evil. The history of Europe and of 
the South American Republics and Mexico proves 
this. 

The Public Schools. 

THE following communication from Mr. G. F. 
B. Leighton, president of the Horticultural and 

<Pomologioal Society of Norfolk, Virginia, to the 
Public Ledger of that city, puts the matter of the 
total separation of religion and the public schools 
in a way so pointed and plain that no one can 
fail to see it:-

In a· recent issue of your paper, I noticed 
remarks from eminent divines as to the feasibility 
of introducing religious instruction in our public 
schools. As your columns are open to all phases 
of subjects, I offer the views of an outsider in this 
matter. ' ' 

We are commanded to work six days. From 
time immemorial, with civilized nations schools 
have been established for the purpose of training 
youths for the most intelligent performance of 
that work-schools formed ana freely sustained 
by tax in country, town, city, and State, showing 
that their importance is appreciated throughout 
the land. 

One-seventh of the time is set apart for another 
purpose, giving rest from the school rotation, and 
directing the mind to moral and religious educa
tion in · the establishment of Sunday-schools as 

·auxiliary to pulpit instruction. 
Should a teacher in the Sunday-school make 

the diversion of demonstrating a problem in 
geometry he would be driven from his position 
tor introducing a subject at variance with the 
object of the school, yet no more out of place 
than the introduction of religious training in our 

· public schools. 
The parents of our scholars are made up of 

many religious sects, each believing that their 
chureh is nearest right. Should a majority of 
any school' district be of a particular persuasion, 
such views would be inculcated as would suit 
them, resulting in the overthrow of the usefulness 
of the school system. 

When one-seventh of our time devoted to 
· moral and religious education, assisted by the 

Sunday-school, the pulpit, and the home, proves 
inadequate to the best interests of our country, we 
·must admit that we are in a most deplorable 
condition. 

I regard the prese•·vation of our Constitution, 
under which we have passed a century of pros
perity, to the fact that we have ~had two great 
political parties to watch each other; but also in 

·part to the multiplicity of religious demonstra-

tions, which strenuously 9ppose the connection of 
Church and State, which some parties apprehend 
at a future day. 

Let our schools remain free from the stain of 
religious dissensions, and continue to form the 
bulwark of American freedom, demonstrating to 
other nations that we have a spot where all re
ligious sects are protected in the full exercise of 
their peculiar tenets, and their children instructed 
in what pertains to the duties of the six days' 
work, leaving for the seventh day the duties as 
aforementioned. 

Mr. Crafts on Sunday Laws._ 

THE following letter from an occasional corre
spondent in Philadelphia explains itself and con
tains several items of interest:-

EDITOR SENTINEL: The City of Brotherly 
Love, a city in which there is th<; best Sunday 
observance in the country, was honored recently 
with the presence of Rev. 'Wilbur F. Crafts, 
field secretary of the American Sabbath Union, 
who preached in Bethany Presbyterian Church, 
on _the "American Civil Sabbath." Your corre
spondent we~t to hea,.r him, and as he was to 
speak on the "American Sabbath," I 1;:\Xpected that 
he wourd take his text from some history of 
America, which would tell of the time when the 
Americans made America, when they rested from 
their work, and made the "American Sabbath" to 
commemorate the work. But lo ! he did nothing 
of the kind, but took a text from the Bible (Nehe
miah 13), and started off by telling us that these 
people in Nehemiah's time were engaged in Sun
day trade, which I couldn't believe, as I was al
ways taught that Sunday is the first day of the 
week, and this trading occurred the clay previous. 

He said that museums and art galleries should 
not be allowed to open on Sunday, not even those 
•of a high order, because if !;hose of the highest 
order were allowed to open, then it would be im
possible to close the vile ones, as the law could 
not discriminate, and thus the morals of the peo
ple would be corrupted. Great is Sunday! 
These low museums corrupt the morals of the 
people if allowed to be open on Sunday, while 
on other days they can be in full blast, and not a 
word is saiP, against them by our Sunday-law 
friends. 

Confectionery shops, Mr. Crafts said, must be 
closed, because one Sunday he made it a special 
point to watch the children on their way to his 
Sunday-school in New York, and he calculated 
that at least $5.00 of the children's money had 
gone into the coffers of the confectioners, thus 
depriving, as he said, the church and the mission
ary of money that belonged to them. This he 
said was teaching· the children to be embezzlers. 
What is his remedy? Teach the children at their 
homes, in the church, in the Sunday-school, that 
it is wrong to do this?-Not a bit of it. He 
would have a Sunday law that would shut the 
candy shop and compel the children to bring their 
pennies to the Sunday-school. But has it come 
to tliis that the professed church of Jesus Christ 
has not got enough power to compete with the 
little candy shops? 

Seventh-day observers should not be allowed to 
open their shops on _Sunday, said the speaker, as 
it would interefere with the Sunday rest-day. 
If they couldn't get along with having them 
open five days, they should seek some other occu
pation. Truly they ought to get down on their 
knees and thank these would-be lords of· creation 
that they allow them to live at all, or even take 
a walk on Sunday to get a mouthful of fresh aid 

JOHN QUINN. 

Sunday Idleness. 

A COUPLE of weeks ago a lecturer named 
Wilder addressed the people of Summerville in 
opposition to the movement now on foot to exact 
a forced observance of Sunday by means of the 
laws of the United States~ That any number 
of American citizens have become sufficiently 
alarmed to put lecturers into the field to resist 
this church movement against individual liberty, 
proves that the danger is not so imaginary as 
one might think. That there are lecturers in the 
field is sufficient to awaken the vigilance of all 
thoughtful citizens. After some investigation it 
may be taken as correct that Washington is 
the only portion of 'the United States where 
Sunday idleness is not enjoined. The Legis
latures of other States and Territories have on · 
their statute-books laws calculated to enforce 
idleness on Sunday, and the courts of last resort 
in the great majority of cases l1ave sustained 
their constitutionality. It may be conceded that 
these acts of the Legislatures and the construction 
given by the courts are responsive to the senti
ments of the vast body of American citizens. 
The reasons for this condition of affairs may be 
divided, like Gaul, into three parts. 

The first class consists of those who r~gard. 
Sunday laws as sanctions of the institution of the 
Christian religion, and that such laws enable many 
Christians to enjoy Christian privileges and pre
vent others from interfering with them. 

The second class holds that the individual is 
the· subject of the law's concern, and that his 
spiritual welfare is promoted. 

The third class take the position that it is for 
the citizen's bodily benefit that a day of rest is 
established. Sunday laws are very peculiar laws, 
to say the best of them. They are the only laws 
known in the United States directed against 
"sin" and not against a "crime." The courts in 
enforcing these regulations are concerned not so 
much with the statutory prohibition as with the 
religious duty of the citizen. If industry is a 
commendable virtue, and idleness a vice repri
manded by holy writ itself, and despised by the 
useful and energetic American, idleness should 
never be encouraged, or, at least, not become a 
subject of legal enactment. The compulsion of 
idleness on Sunday, from a historical point of 
view, is a comparatively new thing under the sun. 
The institution of the "American Sunday" was 
unknown until about two hundred years ago, and 
is unknown now to all other Christian and civil
ized or uncivilized nations except the British Em
pire and the United States of America. C:rom
well and his followers were the founders of the 
modern legislation. By means of the fourth 
commandment taken from the Jews, they trans
ferred the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday. 
The Jews had a Sabb:tth-day's journey. The 
Puritans converted Sunday into a day of gloom 
and solemn inspection, and tried to compel all 
others to conform to their pet notions and self
righteous rules. It is not as surprising to see 
British subjects, who adhere to the doctrine of 
the divine right of kings, giving their assent to 
unauthorized Sunday legislation, but that pliant, if 
not hypocritical, Legislatures in America should 
hang such a superstitious regulation around the 
necks of free Americans, is difficult to under
stand. Let such a union of State and Church 
be severed, and let no unnatural legislation at 
least be enacted in such cases.-Summerville ( 01·
egon) Annotator, Sept. 6, 1889. 
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The Blessed Sabbath-Day. 

Resolved, That we will use our influence by word 
and example against all railroad travel and excursions 
on the Sabbath, and against Sunday newspapers, and 
for legislation that will close all places of business or 
pleasure, and protect the Sabbath as a day of rest 
and worship. " 

The above 'is the main resolution adopted b:)r 
the Sabbath Observance Association in Des 
Moines last week. There can be no doubt but 
that the resolution will accomplish more harm 
than good. There is too much of the desire to 
control all other people in their manners and 
customs, and compel them to conform to the 
whims and hobbies of those who resolve but do 
not perform. The time will never come when 
:railroad travel, Sunday newspapers and parks, 
will be abolished on Sundays. The person who 
wrote that resolution probably commits fa1; 
greater crimes every year of life than are enu
merated therein. The resolution indicates too 
much of "the holy I" and not enough work 
among the suffering poor and tl1e viciously wicked. 
It ·would be far better to pay more attention to 
the teachings of" Him who doeth all things well'' 
than to attempt to rule everything and every• 
body, without having sufficient knowledge and 
power to rule themselves. 

Sunday is the poor man's day. :Laborers work 
all the week-days and have no time for rest or 
recreation except on Sundays. They cannot be 
deprived of the privilege of reading newspapers 
or gaining health through inhaling fresh air in 
the parks on the day of rest. It would be a poor 
kind of religion that could be injured in reading 
the Snnday Register, or in enjoying the fresh air 
of the parks. Des Moines now has all the re
strictions on Sunday that can ever be enforced. 
No amount of crankism or of forcing others to do 
as they do can ever shut out the· blessed sun
shine and fresh air. All attempts to do so will 
only make Jordan a harder road to travel to 
those who might be induced to become better 
people if there were not so much of the unchris
tian spirit of painting the bright, happy world as 
an object to be avoided on the holy Sabbath-day. 
The long, tedious, and tiresome Sundays de
manded by that resolution will never come. 

The world is slowly reaching a better standard. 
The people are progressing in every good direc-. 
tion, but the time will never come to revive the 
"Blue Laws of Connecticut," or when a Chris
tian people will demand a law or custom which 
wiU dictate that the blessed Sabbath-day shall 
be a cut and dried day of desolation and mourn
ing. The writer has been ruled by a Methodist 
rod all his life, and yet Sunday has always been 
the happiest, most enjoyable day in the week in 
all the homes in which he has been an inmate. 
,;Six days shalt thou labor, and on the seventh 
shalt thou rest,'' cannot be interpreted that "thou 
shalt sit in sackcloth and ashes all the Sundays 
of thy life,'' as is demanded by the resolution re
ferred to. The Hebrews and Adventists rest on 
Saturdays, comply with the divine law, and sat

. isfy their consciences that they are worshiping 
according to the light given them. They can-
not be forced to worship on any other day, and it 
can be said to their great credit that they do not 
attempt to make people of other faith observe 
Saturday as the day of rest. 

The modern Christian home is a much hap
pier home than the homes of the Puritans. It is 
a much more liberal home; it is nearer 
the throne; it is founded on sacred doctrines 
promulgated in the Bible; and it is a home that 

will not be dictated to by cranks who wish 
to govern all other people, but who are not able 
to govern themselves. The resolution might 
equally as well have been framed against the 
ten commandments. It is not humane, it is not 
Christian, but it is of the Pharisaical spirit that 
was so severely condemned when the world was 
newer and intelligence and happiness did not so 
frequently draw the hearts of the people toward 
better life and preparation for rendering an ac
count for having read,.good newspapers, breathed 
the fresh air, and enjoyed the blessed sunshine in 
the parks on Sunday. The Register believes in 
the Christian Sabbath as taught by the Bible, 
but not as interpreted by one-idea cranks, who 
have never been fully satisfied with the world, 
and will never be satisfied with heaven because 
they did not make it tllemselves.-Iowa State 
Register, November 17. 

Will They Be Humbugged? 

BARNUM nsed to say that no people in the 
world so much delighted in being humbugged as 
the Americans. He was in a position to know 
whereof he spoke, for he had tried it upon nearly 
all nations. The prophetic accuracy of the as
sertion will have been realized when the Ameri
can people allow themselves to be humbugged by 
the "American Sabbath" idea of the American 
Sabbath Union. Those who observe the seventh
day "Sabbath of the Lord" have Scripture proof 
that it was instituted at the close of creation, as 
a memorial of that event. Those Protestants who 
maintain the so-called "Christian Sabbath" on 
the first day of the week, claim tradition that it 
was instituted by Christ or his apostles at the res
urrection, in commemoration thereof; while the 
Catholics cite the authority of the church for the 
institution. But of this American Sabbath we 
have not even a pretended history, either of its 
origin or its object. We venture the prediction 
that· if .the American people allow such an ab
surdity to gain a legal foothold in the general 
government, they will find under the delusive 
mask nothing but the old papal-Puritan Sunday 
institution in all its pristine hideousness. And 
we will. add a like prerliction regarding that other 
seductive proposition-'" a civil Sabbath" -so 
innocently urged upon Californians by the same 
American Sabbath Union. "For ways that are 
. dark, and tricks that are vain," these various 
Sunday-law dodges have no equal in this day and 
generation. 

Is-It for the Workingmen? 

IF anyone_doubts that the advocates of Sun
day law are actuated primarily, yea, almost solely, 
by a zeal to secure a day of rest for workingmen, 
let them read the following preamble and reso
lutions adopted not long since by a Methodist 
conference in Wisconsin. It is true that no men
tion is made of the "civil aspect of the day,'' and 
that it is treated as a wholly religious question, 
but this is easily accounted for by the fact that 
those who framed the resolutions had not been 
properly educated in American Sabbath Union 
tactics. The preamble and resolutions, which 
were adopted without debate; are as follows :-

"We are pained to notice that there has been a 
growing disregard for its observance and sacredness, 
which we believe is largely occasioned by foreign im
migration, the avarice of large corporations, and the 
insatiable desire of the people for amusement and 
pleasure. . 

"If something is not done immediately, we fear 
that a continental Sabbath, with all its evils, will be 

the result. Its sacred observance is demanded by 
the laws of our land, and no law should be allowed to 
be broken with impunity, especially one which is so 
intimately connected with the well-being of our peo• 
ple. Thus the laws of our land, as well as the laws of 
God, are being violated by the publication of the Sun• 
day newspaper, the running of Sunday trains, Sunday 
excursions, picnics, base-ball games, opening of sa
loons and beer-gardens on the Lord's day, with mal}y 
other things, which are only winked at by many of 
our city authorities, who are more desirous of re• 
election than they are to see our laws enforced. Fi
nally, it is a source of alarm to us that our govern
ment sets an example in violating the sanctity of the 
Sabbath by requiring that post-offices be opened for 
the delivery of mail, thus keeping an army of work
men from enjoying their God-given rights; therefore, 

Resolved, That, as ministers of this Conference, we 
will discountenance any violation of the sacredness of · 
this day, by example as well as by precept, and we 
will aid to the extent of our ability all those who are 
striving to have righteous laws enacted for its proper 
observance, and who are also seeking to have these 
laws enforced which are already upon the statute. 
book. 

Resolved, That the publication of a Sunday news
paper is becoming a great factor in the destruction of 
the sacredness of this day, and that we will show our 
disapproval of this growing evil by neither reading 
nor advertising in thosA papers which publish a Sun
day edition. 

Resolved, That, as a church, we disapprove of the 
course of our government in requiring the distribution 
of the mail on the Sabbath-day, and that we will do 
all in our power to have this evil removed. 

Resolved, That the open saloon and theater, picnics, 
excursions, and base-ball games, are violations of the 
sanctity of the Sabbath, and as such Chri&tian people 
should be united in their efforts to have them re
moved from our midst. 

DANIEL DouGHERTY, in his address at the 
Baltimore centennial, said that in colonial times 
"the only religious martyrs in America were 
Catholics. They were spurned, slandered, villi
fled, and· the highest honors of the republic 
denied them by a prejudice as strong as a con
stitutional enactment." It is true that the Puri
tan governors of Massachusetts, Belcher and 
Endicott, persecuted the Catholics, but the Puri
tans persecuted the Quakers even to the extent of 
hanging some of them. Anne Hutchinson and 
Mary Dyer were persecuted by the Puritans; 
Roger W'illiams was driven into exile, and Corey 
was pressed to death by the Puritans for refusing 
to testify. There was nothing done to the· Cath
olics in colonial days that was worse than 
these' cruelties. In later times a Catholic relig
ious asylum was burned by a mob in Charleston, 
Mass.-a foul deed but not worse than the sack
ing of the home for colored children by the Cath
olic mob during the draft and riots of 1863. 
The truth is that the bigotry, ignorance, and bru
tality in America have not been confined either to 
Protestant or Catholic circles. Abner Knee
land was mobbed and jailed in Boston for editing 
a deistical newspaper; Garrison was mobbed for 
publishing an l],nti-slavery journal. Both in En
rope and America bigotry, brutality, superstition, 
and ignorance have committed awful crimes, and 
neither the Protestant nor Catholic Church can 
show clean hands in this respect. Where power 
and opportunity have been present persecution 
has done its work in both churches.-Oregonian. 

THE first aniversary of the American Sab
bath Union will be held in New York City 
from December 9 to 11. From its deliber
ations may be expected to go forth a grand raid 
on Congress for Sunday legislation, encouraged 
by the decision of the late· Catholic congress at 
Baltimore to join anti-Catholics in the Sunday 
crusade. 
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1
' The Ideal" Account and Memorandum Book, 

and Business Guide, (Copyrighted). 
. SPECIAL FEATURES: Fully and plainly speci: 

fi_ed accounts; silicate slates-for both slate and 
lead-pencil, contains slate-pencil:and lead-P.encil 
(with eraser); a j:>rinted washing list-on stlicate 
(very convement); business and legal forms, etc., 
etc; 150 pa!(eS, S}'<;x5;Vo inches. Substantially 
bound, in fulr Russtaonly. 

Price, onl}' $1.00, post-paid: To book dealers, 
36.00.per set (8), express paid. Strictly first-class, 
very popular. A handsome and useful holiday 
present. Order at once of the publisher, 

A. L. ANTHONY, Yountville, Cal. 

·.p· ·'CIFIC· B~~~n~~~t s~.oll~~e, . ·11 Life Scholarship, $75. 
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G. H. KRIECHBAUM, 
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Fresno and Merced County Lands 
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71: 000 Acres of Wh\)at and Sugar Beet ;J Land m the above Coun, 
ties,'to rent for a term of years. Also 

I 00 000 ·Acres Fa1f~.~~f8t~:rle~tfi'a:J; 
with Jater for irrigation, for sale in tracts of from 
20 acres to large tracts suitable for Colony pur
pOses. 

For. particulars, apply to 

E. B. PERRIN, 
402 Kearny Street, 

San Francisco, Cal. 
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THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND. 
BY BERNARD ::IA:OSES, PH. D., 

Professor of History and Political Economy, University of California. 

"Professor Moses makes his account of governmellt in SwitzerM 
land a study of what might be c~lled comp!irative pol\tic~. ~e dis
cusses the antecedants of Swtss federalism, the. d1stnbut10n of 
power, the characteristics of the legislature, the executive and the 
JUdiciary, has chapters on foreign and internd relations, sketches 
the military status and the condition of the finances, analyzes the 
rights and J>rivileges served Ul}der the Swiss constitution, and 
concludes wtth an interesting chapter on the common prosperity. 
Painstaking and elaborate in method, written from abundant 
knowledge, and animated by a truly philosophical spirit, this book 
of Professor Moses is an excellent example of what American his-
torians are now accomplishing in all the various fields of contem
porary research.''-Boston Beacon. 

"A bouk that will appeal with especial force to the student of 
history."-Boston Commonwealth. 

"1t ts a valuable work for students of constitutional law and for
all readers interested in the science of government."-Indianapo
lis Journal. 

"An interesting volume. . . . It will be found of great value 
to the student of history and of political economy, not only be
canse its well-written pages serve to make the reader familiar with 
the constitutional history of Switzerland, but because the 'essay• 
in its careful comparison of other governments-notably 1·epnbli-' 
can or popular, like the United States and Great Britain-supplies· 
'c:d~~~-~0~~;~ JJ~b~;ration and elucidation of governmental meth-/ 

"Professor !>Io,;es goes at his labor with the zeal and analytical' 
interest of the practical economist. • • . Yet more valuable . 
than the at>tho;'s analysis of government is the philosophic 
vein which mus through the pages. This draws et,ually from 
American and i.:;~eign constitutwnal history to illustrate or fortify 
the writer's statements."-Utica Herald. i 

" The introduction, which may be read in ten minutes, gives 
one of the clearest and best explanations of what the Swiss fed
eration now is and how it happened to be what it is, that could 
possibly be condensed into as many pa!feS. . . . The body of the 
work is both interesting and valuable m its analytical view of the 
history and the constitution of Switzerland, and the book is well 
worthy the attention of all students-especially of the students of 
Republican America.''-Detroit Free Press. 

"Dr. Moses writes with critical care and has produced a work, 
of much value."-Magazine of American History. j 

"Those who desire to find a clear, concise statement of the pont· 
ical condition of the Swiss people cannot find a better volume 
than this of Professor Moses. It goes straight to its work without 
circumlocution.''--Ch£cago Inter~ Ocean. 

"Dr. Moses has apparently studied the Swiss constitution only 
in books and documents, but he has studied his documents thor-· 
oughly. . . • The puzzles of legal and political sovereignty, in 
which writers of great reputation have been brought to confusion 
ere now, have no terrors for him. He takes the point quite 
straightforwardly and correctly: 'Since the Swiss constitution is 
the fnndamentallaw of the State, its makers 'are recognized as tlie 
legal sovereign in Switzerland. . . . Those who are, or wb..> 
have been, compelled to use Austin's lectures,· either as learners 
or as teachers may well wish that he had been as clear-headed as 
Professor Moses when he attempted to,._make the Constitution of 
the United States fit into his theory."-.>aturday Review (London). 

"Professor Moses has rendered a most important service to the 
cause of scientific historic!ll study in his clear and philosophical 
essay on the 'Federal Government of Switzerland.' "~Boston Even
ing Traveler. 

" It is scholarly, thoughtful and thorough. Its political phil
osophy is of the soundest. These things constitute the book one 
of special valne."-New York Examiner. 

:1.2nw Oloth, $:1../JQ, Sent post-pwid on receipt of price, 

Address all orders to 

Ott, "13 :Bond Sttteet, f'lew Yottk. 

AN ASTONISHING OFFER 

fhisbeautif'ul miniature UPHOLSTERED PARLOR SET of three 
pleees(fcirtho next 60 days) will De sent to any address on re
ceipt of 95eentsto pay e:x,penses, boxing, packing, advertising, 
etc,- This is done as an advertisement and we shall expe~t every 
One getting a set to tell their friends who see it where they got it 
and to recommend our house to them. This beautiful set consists 
of on~ sofa and two ehnlrs. ""''}'hey are made of O.ne, lustroua 
metal frames, beautifully finished and decorated, and uphol· 
tteredin the finest manner with beautiful plush (which we fur• 
pishin any color desired). To advertise our house, for60 days, 
)e propose to furnish these sets on receipt of 95 cents. Postage • 
1tamps taken. No additional charge for boxing orshipping1 or
Jer 1mmediat.elv. No attet1t1on na.id to letters unless theyeonta.ia 
9Qcto. R. W. SEAUS, & CO. lllinneapolis, Minn. 

l«rEM~s
mnybe secur-
fg \{tp~t~ln' 

. ~~-d WJ'~J'r""tS 
ears• experience and have made over 100,Kt\lj applications :for American and Foreign 

patents. Send for Handbook. Correspond-
ence strictly confidential. . 

TRADE MARKS. 
In cue your mark Is not registered In the Pat

ent OJ!Ico, apply to MUNN 8< Co .. and procure 
Immediate protection. Send for Handbook. 

COPYRIGHTS for books, charts, maps. 
etc. quickly procured. ,Address 
DIUNN & CO., Patent Solicitors, 

Qlmll:aAL OJI'»'ICl!ll 361 J3ROADWA.Y, N, Yo 

RESIDENCE LOTS. 

A GOOD LOCATION for residence. Lot 
60J<l00 feet, on Forty-second Street, near 
Market, within three blocks of Telegraph 
Avenue street-cars on the east, and three 

blocks to San Pablo Avenue cable line on the west. 
These lots in the Alden Tract are selling for $500 on 
time payments. I will sell the above described lot, 
60 feet front, on sunny side of street, for $425 ($225 
cash, balance on $10 monthly installments, with in
terest on said installments at the rate of 8 per cent 
per annum), if sold within 30 days from date of this 
newspaper. For map, abstract, n.nd free_ conveyance 
to the property, call on B. R. Nordyke, at the Pacific 
Press builtlings, corner Twelfth and Castro Streets. 

MORAI, AND SCIENTIFIC COMPANION, Flor
ence, Arizona; illustrated, wide-awakel 25c 

per year. Ads 1c per word. 

/ . 
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

YOUR ATTENTION 
TO THIS LINE OF BOOKS. 

JUVENILE BOOKS. 
llmLE BIRTHDAY RECORJl-A text-book for 

the young. By the author of "Hymns from t~e 
Land of Luther," etc. 32mo, cloth extra, g1lt 
edges, 50c. 

BIBLE BIRTHDAY liOOK-A choice selection 
of texts for every day in the year. By the 
author of "Hymns from the Land of Luther," 
etc.· 32mo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 50c. 

BIBL'E SCENES AND STORIES-Containing 50 
of the finest drawings of Gustave Dore, with 
descriptive letter-press. Royal Svo, cloth, $3 00. 

DORE'S BmLE GALLERY-Containing a selec
tion of 100 of the finest drawings of Gustave 
Dore, with descriptive letter-press. By T. W. 
Chambers, D.D. Crown folio, cloth, full gilt, 
$4.00. 

FIRST STEPS FOR LITTLE FEET IN GOSPEL 
PATHS-By the author of "The Storyofthe· 
Bible." 328 pages, with colored frontispiece 
and 140 illnstrat10ns. 16mo, cloth, 75c. 

As its title indicates, this work is designed for 
the little ones, and consists of short lessons fol
lowed by questions so simple that the little 
hearers, tf attentive when the passage is read, 
may readily answer. 

PALESTINE FOR THE YOUNG-By the Rev. 
Andrew A. Bonar, 

A finely illustrated description of the Holy 
Land, which, though written in a style adapted 
to the understanding of the young, is at the 
same time full of instruction for those of ma
turer years. It will add an interest to the study 
of the Scriptures in both old and young. 12mo, 
cloth, $1~00. 

PILGRIM'S ·PROGRESS-By John Bunyan. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 

RIDE THROUGH PALESTINE (The)-By the 
Rev. John W. Dulles, D.D. illustrated by 184 
maps and engravings. 2d edition; 12mo, cloth, 
$2.00. . . 

The author has sought to make this book one 
that will be acceptable.in the family circle, and. 
that will not only go ·into the Sabbath-school 
library, but be taken out of it also. 

FAVORITE BmLE STORIES FOR THE 
YOllNG-With numerous illustrations. 16mo, 
handsomely illuminated board covers, 50c; 
cloth extra, 75c. 

GARDEN SWING, AND OTHER STORIES (The) 
-A book for boys and girls. Large 4to, cloth, 
inked and illuminated side, large type, many 
beautiful oil-colored and other illustrations. 
$1.75. 

LITTLE WORKERS-A book for boys and /Prls. 
Large 4to, cloth, inked and illuminated s1des, 
large tyJ;>e, many beautiful oil-colored and other 
illustratiOns. $1. 75. 

ROLLO'S TOUR IN EUROPE-By Jacob Abbott. 
10 vols., fully illustrated. 16mo, cloth, black 
and gold, in box, $10.00-reflucM to $7.00. 

Among all the books written for youth there 
are few which have equaled, and nohe have 
surpassed in interest or instruction, the writings 
of Jacob Abbott. His name has become a house
hold word throughout the land. 

STORY OF THE GOSPEL (The)-By the author 
of "The Story of the Bible." The New Testa
ment in simple form for children, written in 
language easy to understand: ·Printed in large, 
plain type, and filled with pictures. 360 pages, 
16mo, with 150 illustrations and a frontispiece 
in colors ; cloth1 75c, 

STORY OF A POCKET BmLE (The)-A boox 
for all classes of readers. 

This volume is exceedingly interesting, and 
full of valuable reli,:;ious instruction. Its thread 
of imaginary autobiOgraphy guides the reader 
through a delightful path of rich 11nd beautiful 
incident, which can scarcely fail of making 
deep ana holy impressions on his heart. 12mo, 
cloth, $1.00. 

STORY OF THE BmLE (The)-From Genesis 
to Revelation. Told in simple language, adapted 
to all ages, especially to the young. By the 
au~hor of "First Steps for Little l!'eet" and "The 
Story of the Gospel." 

"The Story of the Bible" differs from all other 
books of its class. It doe• not contain stories 
about the Bible, but is a simple version of the 
main portions of the Bible its<tlf, from Genesis 
to the Revelation; 704 pages, 300 illustrations; 
12mo, cloth, $1.50. 

BIOGRAPHY.:. 
•' 

FOX'S BOOK OF MARTYRS; or, a History ot 
the Livest Sufferings, and Triumphant Deaths 
of the Pnmitive Protestant Martyrs. 1 vol., 
12mo, clotb, 75c. · 

LIFE AND WORDS OF CHRIST (The)-By Cun
ningham Geikie, D.D. Large print edition, 2 
vols. in 1. Svo, cloth, $1.50. 

The author has endeavored to present in this 
work a reliable picture of the life of our Lord in 
the midst of the world in which he mo•'cd. 

Small print edition of above, cloth, 16mo, 50c. 

LIFE OF OUR LORD UPON THE EARTH
Considered in its historical, chronological, and 
geographical relations. By Samuel J. Andrews. 
New edition, crown Svo, cloth, $2.50. 

LIFE OP CHRIST FOR OLD AND YOUNG 
(The)-By Cunningham Geikie, D.D. With 50 
illustrations. Svo, cloth, $1.50. 

This is a new book and not an abridgment, 
and is written for the multitude, older or 
younger. The fullest life of our Lord must 
always remain the best for the student, clerical 
or lay; but while these have their wishes already 
supplied, others both older and younger have 
been without a similar presentation of the !l:OS· 
pel narrative, within smaller limits, more smted 
to their taste and leisure. . 

LIFE OF CHRIST (Thel-By l!'rederick W. Far-
rar, D.D. 12mo, cloth, $1.00. · 

LIVES OF THE FATHERS-Sketches of church 
history and biography. By Frederick W. Parrar, 
D.D., F.R.S. 

The author's object is not to write a full and. 
continuous history of the early church, but 
rather to connect the history of the church 
during the first four centuries with the lives of 
her principal fathers and teachers. 2 vols., 
cloth, $5.00. 4 

LIVINGSTONE AND STANLEY (The Lives' 
and Travels ofl-Coveriug their entire career 
in Southern and Central Africa, carefully pre
pared from the most authentic sources. A 
thrilling narrative of the adventures, discov
eries, experiences and achievements of the 
greatest explorers of modern times, in a wild 
and wonderful country. By Rev. J. E. Cham
bliss. Richly illustrated. Large 8vo, cloth, 760 
pages, reduced to $1.50. 

This work includes Livingstone's early life, 
preparation for his life-work, a sketch of Africa 
as known before his going tnere, his discovery 
by Stailley, the three great mysteries of the past 
five thousand years solved by Stanley, etc., etc, 
Any of the above sent post-paid on receipt of 

price. · 
Address all orders to 
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

· · ._Oakland, Cal. 
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THE field secretary of the so-called American 

Sabbath Union has a new grievance against the 
friends of the SENTINEL. It is that "they circu
latE') a petition which gives no hint that it is in the 
interests of the Saturday Sabbath." Arid pray 

· why should it give any such hint when it has no 
more to do with the "Saturday Sabbath" than 
it has with any other day? Does the worthy 
secretary discover something in that petition 
which is not stated upon its face? How in the 
world can it be in the interests of the "Saturday 

. Sabbath" if it gives no hint of it? Surely Mr. 
Crafts is getting a little " rattled " because of op
position to his pet scheme for national religious 
legislation. 

IN his annual report Governor Thomas, of 
Utah, says:-

" I do not hesitate to say that any temporizing pol
icv which leaves the 'church' in a position to control 
tl;e political policy of the Territory is only delaying 
the :final settlement, and that future legislation should 
be aimed at the political power of the church, which 
has been the main pillar of its strength in Utah." 

A.nd political- power will make any church 
dangerous to a free State. '\V e do not mean by 
this that Christians can take no part in the af
fairs of government, or that men should not act 
conscientiously in political matters, but simply 
that churches and ministers have no right to 
meddle with politics as churches and ministers. 
An intriguing, wire-pulling, scheming, political 
church of any great numerical strength is a curse 
to any country. · 

SoME time since the Los Angeles Tribune, in 
giving some report of a sermon by Rev. S. J. 
Carroll, said: "In speaking of a national Sun
day law he maintained that the mixture of 
religion and government had resulted in evil 
from the time of Constantine down to the Puri
tans." We thought the sentiment go.od and 
quoted it, but along comes the Galifornia Chris
tian Advocate with a protest, and an explanation 
that Mr. Carroll didn't say it, or didn't mean it 
if he did. It says:-

"The truth is that Mr. Carroll in6identally made a 
remark to the effect that he was opposed to any 
union of Church and State, but he very urgently 
plead in the same sermon for the American National 
Sunday, and he strongly pleaded for the right of every 
laboring man to one undistmbed Sunday, protected 
by law both from the greed that would drive him to 
toil and the desecration and tumult of excursions, 
picnics, base-ball, etc." 

Well, Mr. Carroll has then j-ust wl1at he wants. 
'fhere is now no law in any State in this Union 
to compel any man to work on Sunday if he 
doesn't want to, and as for excursions and base
ball, l1e need not so much as see either of them. 
If he don't go on the excursions they need not 
trouble him, and _if he don't go to tb@ ball-

grounds, and don't read the base•ball news the 
next morning, he need not so much as know that 
people are playing ball on Sunday. If Mr. 
Carroll is really opposed to Church and State he 
cannot afford to favor Sunday legislation, for in 
it are the seeds of such union. 

AccoRDING to Ex-Governor Sherman, of Iowa, 
Sunday laws contributed to the result of' the late 
election in that State. Of course the liquor men 
are fast to claim that the anti-prohibition senti
ment did it, but after mentioning other causes, 
the ex-governor is reported to have said:-

" Many liberal-minded American-born citize~s 
voted the Democratic ticket in resentment of therr 
liberties by the enactment of stringent Sunday laws." 

For the present politicians in Iowa·and Ohio 
will be a little shy of religious legislation, even as 
they have been in California since 1882, when 
General Stoneman was elected governor of the 
State on the anti-Sunday-law issue. 

NoTWITHSTANDING representations to the con
trarv, the AMERICAN SENTINEL is strictly non
partisan and non-sectarian. Its object and prin
ciples are clearly set forth in the prospectus printed 
at the foot of this page, and it has never turned 
aside either to set forth the religious opinions of 
its editors or to attack the opinions of others, far
ther than has been necessary in defending the 
Constitution as it is, so far as regards religion or 
religious tests, against the attacks of those who are 
seeking to have it changed in the interests of their 
sectarian schemes. The editors of the SENTINEL 
have decided opinions upon all religious questions, 
but that fact does not make the paper a denomi
national organ, as everybody of intelligence who is 
acquainted with the paper knows, and every fair
minded man who has read it must admit. Rep
resentations to the contrary are falsehoods set 
afloat for the purpose of exciting prejudice by 
those who find themselves unable to answer the 
SENTINEL's argm,pents. 

IN an impassioned plea for a Sund11y law a 
correspondent of the Riverside, Cal., Press says: 

"No human Sabbath legislation deals with a citi
zen's private life. Until he does. that which int~r
feres with the comfort, peace, happmess, or prospenty 
of another, no human hand can touch him." 

Let us examine this statement a little and see 
what it is worth. We happen to have before us 
reports of over twenty cases of Sunday-law prose
cutions and convictions in Arkansas, and in 
almost every case the only offense committed was 
doing some quiet work, such as plowing in a field, 
digging a few potatoes for dinner, hoeing in the 
garden, painting a building, gathering peaches, 
etc., etc. Possibly these things do-not belong to 
private life, but if they don't we would like to 
know what does. 

Only recently the papers have reported similar 
cases from Georgia and Tennessee. In the former 
State one man was fined $25 and costs, amount
ing in all to $46, for cutting some stove~wood on 
Sunday; while another man was sent to the 
chain-gang for a year, for digging a ditch on 
Sunday to drain the water out of his cellar. 
In this case a so-called minister of the gospel was 
the complaining witness. Only a few months 
ago a man in Massachusetts was arrested and 
fined for hauling a load of hay on Sunday to save 
it from. a threatened rain. 

These are only a few of many cases, not 
properly of prosecution for violation of law: but 

of pers~cution for conscience' sake, for the real 
· offense of most of these men was not in workin~ 
on Sunday (for others in the same neighborhood 
who work habitually on that day were not mo~ 
Jested), but in not working upon the preceding 
day. They were, with two or three exceptions, 
Seventh-day Baptists and Seventh-day Advent
ists and their real offense was daring to differ ' . from their neighbors in faith and practiCe. And 
yet of a law which makes such things possible, 
the correspondent of the Press before referred to 
says, "It is not a 'religious ordinance,' but a 
civil one, inasmuch as it de~ls alone with the 
civil Sabbath or 'rest.:day.' " \Ve are sick and 
tired of such twaddle. When shall we hear the 
last of it? 

WE learn from the Oakland Times that Rev. N. 
R. Johnston, of this city, together with Rev. Dr. 
Briggs, of Pacific Grove, and Rev. A.. Calhoun, of 
San Jose, have been appointed a co\llmittee of 
the American Sabbath Union to organize local 
and auxiliary unions for the revival and enforce
ment of Sunday legislation. Mr. Johnston an
nounces that he will "answer calls for service in 
public Sabbath-law meetings, or to preach on the 
Sabbath question.'' 

A. personal acquaintance with one of these gen
tlemen, Mr. Johnston, justifies us in expressing 
the opinion that no better man could have been 
selected as a member of this committee. Though 
socially a very estimable man, this gentleman is 
a thorough National Reformer, with all that t.he 
term implies. Though exceedingly mild and 
gentle in private conversation, he is so biased by 
his religion, inherited ti·om the Covenanters, that 
he can see no reason W~1y if a theocracy was good 
for the Jews it would not be equally good for us; 
nor why if it was right anciently to put men to 
death for Sabbath-breaking, it would not be the 
proper thing to do now. In short, Mr. J olmst·)ll 
cannot see the difference between a divinely .es
tablished theocracy, administered by inspired 
men, and a man-made theocracy, so called, ad
ministered by uninspired, and too ofteu narrow 
and bi,goted, or even evil and designing, men. It 
is certainly fit that he should be a member of 
this committee. 

THE story has been telegraphed from· New 
York and published in so.me of the daily papers, 
that Col. Elliott F. Shepard, of the New York 
Mail and Express, offered some years ago to bribe 
the sultan of Turkey for $1,000,000 to turn Chris
tian. The story is scarcely credible, and yet the 
idea is no' more absurd than is the National-Re
form-American-Sabbath-Union scheme of making 
men moral and the countfy Christian by civil 
law. 

WE have received from A.. L. Anthony, Yount
ville, Cal., a· copy of "The Ideal," one of the 
most complete pocket memorandum books and 
business guides which we l~ave eyer seen. "~he 
Ideal" is accurately desfmbed m an advertise
menton the seventh page of this paper. 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation 
of the United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as regards religion or religious tests, and 
I the 1'naintenance of human rights, 

both civil and religiouij, 
It will ever be uncompromisinglyppposed to anything tending 

toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 
Single Copy, Per Yea.r, post-paid, - - - $1.00 
In clubs often or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c. 
To foreign countries, single subscription, post" paid, - 5s. 
· Address, AMERICAU SEU'l'INEL, 

. 43Dond St., NEW YORK. 
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A TENNESSEE judge has arrived at tlie con
clusion that no statute is absolute while .it stands 

. unrepealed, and has therefore instructed the 
grand jury of his court to "indict all pers0ns who 
publicly express infidel sentiments." This is 
an illustration of what may be expected if the 
"Natio.nal Sunday Reformers" should ever se
cure a· grip upon the reins of gov'ernmen t.-Lead
ville Argus. 

THE San Francisco Oltronicle thinks that the 
suggestion of· Edit01: 'Shepard, of New' York, to 
annex Utah to Nevada does not furnish a feasible 
solution of the Mormon problem, and says:-

"The Saints would at once flock in from adjacent 
Territories till they would outnumber and outvote the 
Gentiles. . . • It is .far better to deal with Mor
monism in the present fashion than to put political 
power into the hands of men who recognize the,ir 

, church and its mandates as superior to the law of 
the government." 

Tllat which the Chronicle says is, we suppose, 
all true. Adherents of such a system l}S Mor
moiJism cannot be loyal to any government other 
than their own hierarchy; but this is just as true 
of Romanism as ot Mormonism. 

TnE Lutheran Witne~Js of November 7 gives 
the facts relative to the conviction, in Forsyth 
County, Ga., of Mr. Conklin, for cutting a little 

. wood on Sunday, and then makes this sage (?) re
marlc--

" Evidently the State law of Georgia prohibits Sun
day work, else we could in no way see the fairness of 
such a conviction." 

It is also evident that the Witness lapks the 
courage of its convictions, else it "could in no 
way see the fairness [or justice at least] of such~a 
conviction "whether" the State law of Georgia pro
hibits Sunday work" or not. The law is simply 
an unjust, wicked, and antichristian law. If the 
fact of there being a State law again!lt Sunday 
labor justifies the conviction of Mr. Conklin, then 
the fact of the existence of laws against heresy 
would justify all the persecutions of the Dark 
Ages.· Is the Witness ready to admit that Luther 
ought to have been burned? 

The Rights of the Minority. 

[This article, which we take from the Light·of 
Home (Seventh-day Baptist), is worthy of a care
ful reading. It is a. just criticism upon Mr. 
Crafts' position as stated in his book, "The 
Sabbath for Man." The writer has, however, 
made a mistake in not showing that the State 
has no right to require anybody, either Christian 
or infidel, to keep any day whatever.] 

THE advocates of Sunday legislation are com-
. pelled to "talk both ways," whenever the ques

of proscription, or the rights of the minority, are 
under consideration. On the one hand, they . 
loudly assert" that they do not seek legislation 
in favor of Sunday as a religious institution, nor 
do they intend to infi'inge upon the conscientious 
rights of those who observe the seventh day; 
that they believe)n the largest religious liberty, 
etc. Thus they assert, when confronting those 
who oppose their plans and purposes. On the 
other hand, when left to state their position en
tire, they lay down a program which, though 
mildly worded, has in it the essential elements of 
medieval persecution. For example: Dr. Crafts, 
field secretary of the American Sabbath Union, in 
his "The Sabbath for Man," extracts from which 
appear in ~Monthly Document, No. 2, of the pub
lications of that Union, asserts that Sunday law& 
are consistent with liberty, opening his discussion 
with the following paragraph:-

"Sabbath laws are consistent with liberty in the 
same way as other laws for the protection of institu
tions deemed, by the majority of the people, impor
tant to the welfare of society, such as the setting 
apart of the fourth of July and the twenty-second of 
Febmm-yfor the culture of patriotism." 

That is sheer sophistry. The laws which 
make these national holidays' do not compel 
abstinence from labor, business, or recreation; 
they specially encourage the latter. Turning 
to the Jews, Mr. Crafts. treats his readers to the 
following:-

"But how is it consistent with liberty that those 
whose religion requires them to rest on the seventh 
day should be compelled by law to give up public 

·business and public amusements on the first day 
also? 

"The case of Jewish immigrants is not as difficult as 
many have thought. Every Jew who determines 
to come to Great Britain or the United States kno,ys, 
or might know, that while his religion forbids him 
to do business on the seventh day, the laws of the 
countries to which he proposes to go, forbid the 
same on the first day. If he cannot do more business 
in five days in Grea:t Britain or in the United States 
than in six days elsewhere, he is free to remain else
where. If when he has come into Great Britain or 
the United States he finds, by experiment, that 'a 
conscientious Jew cannot make a living,' the wor,ld is 
all before him to choose where he will elwell. Jews 
seem to forget that their Mosaic laws compelled not 
only native Israelites to rest on the seventh day, but 
also their servants, native or foreign, and 'the stran-

. ger within their gates! It is passing strange that a 

people· whose ancient law compelled the Gentile 
worshipers of the sun, who happened then to be in 
Palestine, although they kept the first day of the 
week for their worship, to rest on the seventh day 
also, out. of respect to the prevailing religion, should 
object to Great Britain and the United States follow
ing the example of their fathers, only making the 
rule work the other way." 

If this enunciation of the doctrine of religious 
liberty, by the-apostle of modern Sunday legisla
tion, be analyzed, the following elements appear: 

1. The religious convictions of the Jew deserve ~ 
no recognition at the hands of the civil law. If 
he is bigoted enough to rest on Saturday because 
God commands him to do so, let him take his 
chances amid the bustle of the world's business, 
and get rest, and attain worship if he can, sur
rounded by the roar of Saturday's hubbub., Since 
they are in the minority, the civil law can make 
no recognition of their rights to protection in 
the matter of rest and worship. · On the other 
hand, those who thus place the Jews outside the 
protection of the law, as to their religious convic
tions, insist that all others, Jews and non-Chris
tians alike, must be compelled to remain quiet on 
Sunday, lest they disturb those who desire to ob
serve the day religiously. Here then is the first 
glaring inconsistency in 1\fr, Crafts' position, viz., 
that the consc·ience of the majority only is to 
be recognized by civil law. Injustice and illib
erality are further shown in the statement that-

" Every Jew who desires to come to Great Britain 
or the :United States, knows, or might know, that 
while his religion forbids him to do business on the 
seventh day, the laws of the country to which he 
proposes to go, forbid the same on the first day. If 
he cannot do more business in five days in Great 
Britain or the United States than he can in six days 
elsewhere, he is free to remain elsewhere. The worlu 
is all before him to choose where he will dwell." 

Narrow bigotry could scarcely go further than 
this statement. It says to the Jew, If you de
sire to live in Great Britain or the United 
States, you can do so, under the penalty of hav
ing your religious conviction concerning the Sab
bath disregarded, and being compelled to obey 
man in the observance of Sunday, after you have 
obeyed God in obsei·viug the Sttbbath. If you 
do not like that state of things, the world is be
fore you; go where yon will. The bitter prej u
dice born of Roman paganism l1as evide11tly been 
transferred to the writer of this Monthly Doct~
ment, No. 2, in no small degree. 

Still further does Mr. Crafts attempt argument 
by claiming that, under the Jewish theocracy, 
"the Gentile worshipers of the sun, who hap
pened to be in Palestine, although they kept the 
first day of the week for worship [were com
pelled] to rest on the seventh also," and therefore 
the Jews in the United States ought not to com
plain if they are compelled to keep Sunday. 
That is illiberalism worthy of Russian despotism, 
To make legislations concerning religious liberty 
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which were necessary when the Jews were sur
rounded by most corl!upting forms of heathenism, 
the standard by which to determine the applica
tion of the same principles under a Christian 
republic, is a step backward, worthy of the dark
est period of the middle ages. According to this 
document, might is right in religious matters. 
And while the writer insists, in another part of 
the same document, that the la~v has no right 
"to. enforce upon anyone the religious features 
of tlfe day," he here assumes that the first relig
ious features of the day, viz., cessation from secular 
bus·iness, must be enforced, even upon those who 
conscientiously regard another day. Mr. Crafts' 
illiberalism does not stop with the Jews. Chris
tians who observe the Sabbath are placed in the 
same category, and their rights are openly ignored 
in a similar way. 

Witness the following:-
"The one or two very small sects of Christians 

who worship on Saturday, holding, as they do, that 
the observance of one day in seven for rest and wor
ship is necessary for personal and political self-preser
vation by a law of God as old as the race, are not less 
inconsistent than the Jews in seeking to break down 
such an observance in all who will not observe the day 
which their method of Bible interpretation has pointed 
out. · The tendency oflegislatures and executive offi
cers toward those who claim to keep a Saturday-Sab
bath, is to overleniency rather than overstrictness. 
For instance, the laws of Rhode Island allow Seventh
day Baptists, by special exception, to cany on pub
lic industries on the first day of the week in Hopkin
ton and Westerly, in each of which places they·· 
form about one-fourth of the population. This local
option method of Sabbath legislation, after the fash
ion of Rhode -Island or Louisiana, if generally 
adopted, would make not only each State; but the 
nation also,. a town heap, some· places having two 
half-Sabbaths, as at ·westerly, some haying no Sab
bath, as at New Orleans, to the great confusion 
and injury of interstate commerce, and even of local 
industry. IJ;J.finitely less harm is done by the usual 
policy, the orily constitutional or sensible one, to let 
the insignificantly smallminOTity ofless than one in 
a hundred, whose religious convictions require them 
to rest on Saturday (unless their work is of a private 
character such as the law allows them to do on Sun
day), suffer tho loss of one day's wages rather than· 
have the other ninety-nine suffer by the wrecking .of 
their Sabbath by,public business/' 

Here it is asserted that the tendency of crvil 
government toward Seventh-day Baptists is to 
"overleniency" rather than to overstrictness, 
ahcl because, in two townships in the State of 
Rhode Island, Seventh-day Baptists are permit
ted to carry on public business on the first day of 
the week, Dr. Crafts. apprehends great danger 
to the interests of the nation, lest by an exten
sion of this policy the nation will become a "town 
heap·, some places having two Sabbaths, as at 
Westerly; some having no Sabbath, as at New 
Orleans, to the great confusion and injury of inter
state commerce and even of local industry." In 
view of such an appalling danger to the nation, he 
declares that it is infinitely less harmful "that 
the insignificantly ,small minority of -loss than 
one in a hundred" should "suffer the loss of one 
day's wages 'rather than for the other ninety
nine to suffer by the destruction of Sunday." 
How terribly dangerous to the welfare of the na- _ 
tion this insignificantly small minority of "less 
than one in a hundred" is! How evident it is 
that the .permission granted to the Seventh-day 
Baptists in Hopkinton and "\Vesterly has produced 
widespread Sabbathlessness in tlie United States. 
True, few people knew anything about Hopkin~ 
ton or \Vesterly until the appearance of Di'. 
Crafts' book. But who can fail to see 1that Sun
·day tr:ains, Sunday newspapers, the crowds at 
Coney Island, the riotings in the beer-gardens of 

Cincinnati, the theater-going which abounds in 
New Orleans, and the bull-fights in Spanish 
Mexico, have arisen directly from the influence 
of this "local-option" method of permitting the 
Seventh-day Baptists, in two towns in the State 
of Rhode Island, to enjoy their God-given,.. rights 
under the <;ivil law? Where is the school-boy 
who is not able to trace the under·ground currents 
by which the baneful influence of these Rhode 
Island Seventh-day Baptists (for they have been 
there for more than two hundred years), has 
crossed the continent, passed under the Rockies, 
and brought about the repeal of the "California 
Sunday law." How is it possible not to see, on the 
other hand, that if the "insignificantly small .mi
nority" of Seventh-day Baptists, Seventh-day 
Adventists, and Jews, were wholly deprived of 
their civil rights, so far as the Sabbath is con
cerned, and were compelled to fold their hands 
in idleness on Sunday, all interstate commerce 
on Sunday would cease, the enormous issue of 
the Sunday newspaper would soon be a thing of 
the past, and universal quiet, peace, and relig
ious worship would obtain, "where'er the sun 
doth his successive journeys run." 

"While there is no other way to meet such big
otry as is set forth in Mr. Crafts' utterances, the 
brush of~ sarcasm is yet not sufficient to paint the 

-medieval bigotry which is contained in his high
sounding sentences. If the principle enunciated 
by him, that the majority alone is to be protected 
as to conscience, were enforced, the scene would 
change at once, and the comparatively few who 
now seek religious services on Sunday, would be 
compelled to desist therefrom, lEst their expres
sion of religious regard might throw too somber a 
shade over the jollity and pleasure seeking of the 
masses. 

Every effort to sustain the position set forth 
in this Document, No. 2, reveals the fact that the 
just province of the civil law is to grant uni
form protection to all worshipers, at any tinte, 
and on any day when they seek rest and worship. 
On no other grounct can the doctrine of religious 
liberty , be sustained. The fact that the great 
evils complained of in connection with Sunday 
desecration exist, wholly independent from, and 
beyond tl1e influence ot: the Christians who keep 
the Sabbath, and ask the privilege of treating 
Sunday as an ordinary secular day~ destroys all 
foundation for the assertions that if Sabbath· 
keepers be granted their constitutional rights, in
jury will accrue to the commonwealth. Worst of 
all, this sneering at the "insignificant minority" 
is the language of bigotry and tyranny. It 
shames this century of Protestant history. 

THE Christian Commonwealth of July 25 re
lates that the Moslem preacher of Liverpool pub
licly rebuked .the Prince of Wales for teaching 
the Shah of Persia to gamble. He had never 
known the vice till it was taught him by a so
called Christian prince. The above journal says: 

"It se-ems to us extremely disgraceful that just at 
the time when the Church of England is waking up 
to the enormity of this vice, and is becoming sensible 
of the extent of its spread, the future head of that 
church should be teaching a Mohammedan how to 
add another vice to the list of those which he .habit
ually practices." 

_And this shows the beauty of an established re
ligion. According to law the Prince of \Vales, 
sho.uld he become king of England, would be the 
liead of the Established Church; but law can 
never make Christians.-Signs of the Times. 

ADDRESS all orden; communications,_ etc., for the 
AMERICAN SENTINEL, 43 Boml Street, New York City .. 

The Sunday Newspaper. 

CHRIS1'IAN and thinking men have expressed 
much anxiety concerning the influence of the 
Sunday newspapers on the morals and religious 
sentiments of the community and the increase of 
Sabbath-breaking. The marvelous growth of 
this department of journalism is worthy of atten
tion. Many of the prosperous city dailies issue 
Sunday numbers. And what is remarkable, the 
Sunday issue is the largest in size and circula
tion. They also put into this issue the produc
tions of their best writers. It is said that they 
pay higher rates per column than for articles in 
their week-day issues. Thus they make the Sun
day paper the most attractive. 

The Baltimore American has ordinarily only 
six or eight pages on any other day; but on Sun
day it has twelve and sometimes sixteen pages. 
So the New York Tr-ibune is sent forth on Sunday 
with a larger amount of matter than on any other 
morning. The Ph-iladelphi(~ Press of last Sun
day is before me, with three large sheets, or twelve 
pages (eighteen 'by twenty-four inches), of care
fully written articles on all variety of subjects. 
The same can be said of the Sunday papers gen
erally in all the great cities of the country. The 
publishers exercise great care to secure the choic
est productions of tho pens of the most popular 
writers. They pay in propm-tion to the literary 
excellence or attractiveness of the contributions. 
They gather news from all parts of the world, 
and from all the departments of human interest, 
to enrich the Sunday issue. ·what an amount of 

. choice and entertaining reading is thus put into 
a single number! Take, for example, the copy of 
the Philadelphia Press of last Sunday. There 
we have a graphic description of the king, or 
khedive, of Egypt, with his gorgeous palaces, his 
king<! om, his family, his home life, his ability as a 
statesman, written by one of the best-known and 
popular •v-riters of the day.' Then we look far
ther, and find much of an entertaining and in
structive character abont Russia, India, Africa, 
Germany, England, with its statesmen-the polit
ical bodies of that country, the political situation 
of Europe, fu-ll .accounts from every part of our 
own country, literature, art, society, amusements 
of all kinds, from the best concerts and dramatic 
performances to the low base-ball and horse-race 
and prize~fight, with cheap illustrations and pict
ure:;;. The New York Sunday issues are of the 
same character, as are those also of the great cit-
ies of the West. · 

Why do the shrewd publishers put so much money 
and so much brain work andjournalisticexoellence 
into their Snnday papers? The answer is a simple 
one: It pays. That number secures the largest num
ber of readers and buyers. Their circulation, from 
t\venty thousand up to fifty thousand, stimulates 
this enterprise. There is more newspaper reading 
by those who buy secular papers on Sunday 
morning than on any other day of the week. 
There is a public demand for the ablest Sunday 
newspaper, and hence the supply. The universal 
laws of business create this journal. \Vhile the 
demand continues, the supply will be forthcom
ing. No clamor against it by lovers of Sabbath 
consecration, no rebukes from the pulpit, no con
demnation by the religious press, can. stop it so 
long as t1te public calls for it. It is indeed to be 
regretted that hundreds of thousands in the cit
ies of the country spend the sacred hours of the 
Lord's day in such reading, instead of public and 
private worship .. Lament it as we may, we can
not ignore the fact. I have not the statistics at 
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hand, but it may be assumed that one hundred 
thousand men in New York, and a proportionate 
number in other cities, read the Sunday papers. 

To what extent is the Sabbath violated ?-Not 
largely in the work of getting out the paper 
Most of the· composition and press-work,' and 

'perhaps nearly all the writing, is done be
fore midnight on Saturday. Some type-setting 
and much press-work is done after midnight. 
The work done in the printing office on Sunday is 
chiefly for the Monday issue. Those who get 
their Sunday paper by mail on Monday morning, 
and then read it, do not break the Sabbath. So 

·that this sin of Sunday desecration is confined 
chiefly to the newsboys who distribute the paper, 
and those who read it on Sunday. But these 
Sabbath-breakers are a great multitude. 

The evil cannot be abated by preaching 
against it. The thul)ders of the pulpit don't 
reach the cars of men who sit in their easy

: chairs poring over the fascinating columns of the 
·Press or Tribune, nor do the scoring editorials 
·of the religions press. Can journalism supplant 
the- secular Sunday paper by offering something 
hetter adapted to the day and equally entertain
ing?-This is hopeless. No religious journal can 
afford to pay the high prices for their contribu
tions. And if the publishers had the money to 
engage the ablest pens, the subjects would neces
Sl1rily be moral and less exciting. Religious pa
pers could not fill their columns with gorgeous 
descriptions of all worldly affairs, society notes, 
theaters, concerts,' horse-races, base-ball ·contests, 
and all exhibftions of rowdyism and vice. Even 
those papers that have the widest circulation and 
largest revenue, like the Independent and the Ad
vance, cannot compete financially, or in entertain-

. ing matter, with the Sunday issues of the ·great 
city dailies. 

All .that can be done is to instill an increasing 
reverence for the Lord's clay in the minds of the 
cl1ildren and young of the church and the coun
try. This ifl the work of Sunday-schools and 
catechetical cla.sses. Until a generation shall 
arise with a deeper sense of the sacredness of our 
Christian Sabbath than our present American 
people, the Sunday newspaper will flourish and 
be a power in the land in moulding public senti
ment.-G. D., in Lutheran Observer, At~gttst 
16, 1889. 

Sound Doctrine. 

THERE has been a great hurrah made during 
the past few days over the agitation of the Sun
day-Rest movement. Perhaps it would 
be well in the midst of this agitation to pause 
and inquire who is back of this movement, and 
what its real object is. The people at large have 
never made a demand for a law of this kind, and 
no complaint has ever been heard because of the 
absence of such a law, from anyone· except a few 
religious fanatics. 'l'hese are. the people that are 
back of this movement, and their object is not so 
much to give the poor workingman a rest as to 
close every avenue of recreation and amusement 
and give th~ church a monopoly of Sunday en· 
tertainments. They are making the first effort 
for a union of Church and State, and their next 
one will be to introduce Goa into the Constitution, 
which is already planned .. 

This movement, under the thin disguise of 
making Sundar a day of rest for laboring people, 
is an outrage and an imposition which a purely 
secular government like ours should never toler
ate for ~ moment, and never will if the people 

awake to their danger. \Ve have seen the effect 
of Sunday laws and religious tyranny in the past, 
and the Puritan Sunday is something 'Ye don't 
wish to revive. IVe don't want such restrictions 
placed on us as our ancestors -had, or any laws 
enacted like the following from the blue laws of 
Connecticut:-

"No man shall run on the Sabbath, or walk in his 
garden, or elsewhere, excepting to and from meeting. 

"No woman shall kiss her child on the Sabbath or 
fasting-day. 

"No one shall travel, make beds, sweep houses, cut 
hair, or shave, on the Sabbath-day, etc., etc." 

These are laws we don't want resurrected, but 
the Blair bill is a long step in that direction, and 
the warning cannot be sounded too soon or too 
loud. "Let Church and State be forever sepa
rate," said General Grant, and every student of 
history J;:~ows the evil effects of their union. 
'Vith countless religions sects at war with each 
other, and unable . to harmonize on creeds and 
systems, it does not need remarkable perspicuity 
to perceive the total unfitness of the religious 
element in politics. 'l'here is no law in existence 
which prevents a man from keeping the Sabbath 
ancl worshiping God as he sees fit, and while 
there isn't it would seem that religious people 
have a:n the rights and privileges they need, and 
no Sunday laws are needed, unless they desire to 
restrain and coerce those who differ from them in 
their religious views. 

IVhile perfect freedom exists for a man to at
tend church or remain away, and stringent laws 
are in force :tgainst disturbing any religious ns
sembly while at worship, I for one see no need of 
other Sunday laws. While religious people are 
protected in their rights and no restraints are 
placed upon them, every non-religionist under a 
purely secular government should have equal 
fi·eedom to conduct himself as }Jis conscience 
directs and approves. To say that a man shall 
not work on Sunday if he so desires, and that he 
shall "engage in no· play, game, amusement, or 
recreation," is an unjust infringement on his 
natural rights. 

Let this government enact such a law on any 
other day than Sunday, and a protest would go 
up from millions against it. Now, if Church and 
State are separate :;tnd intenqed to remain so, 
why is a religious day chosen in the enaction of 
such a law? 

The moment Sunday legislation is made to re
strict in any manner the rights of the people, 
that moment there is a virtual union of Church 
and State, and I for one rise to protest long and 
loud against it. 

Says Mr. Crafts: "TJ1e right arm of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union is the promotion of the re
ligions. Sabbath. These two things-the Chris
tian Sabbath on the one hand and the American 
Sabbath on the other l1and, are as distinct as my 
two arms, that. resemble and co-operate, and yet 
by no means the same. This· distinction is itself 
an answer to the o~jections to Sunday laws." 
Let us dissect this delusion. IVhat does a secu
lar government know or care about a Christian 
Sabbath? And wl1at better is a civil .Sabbath 
than a civil Saturday? Does a secular govern
ment know any distinction ?-No! Then to leg
islate for the preservation of enforced rest on 
Sunday, is to exceed the authority of the Consti
tution on which the government rests. This 
cannot be successfully denied or disproven, and 
if a Sunday law is passed the strong arm of the 
secular government, instead of the power of the 
American Sabbath Union, will be used to enforce 

it. IVe have laws establishing legal holidays, 
but no penalty is prescribed for a failure to keep 
such days, and one can woi·k or play as condi
tions or inclinations lead, without being punished,. 
but on Sunday the propos~d law will inflict pen
alt.ies for a failure to refrain from work or recre
ation. Again I say tlJis is a virtual union of 
Church and State, and it is time that every man 
who loves his liberty was awake to the dangers 
that lurk in the movement just inaugurated in 
our city, but actively at work all over our coun
try.- Channing Severance, in Los Angeles 1'rib-
ttne, September 5, 1889, . 

Correct Principles Stated. 

IT is contrary to the teachings of Christ, as 
-well as treasonable to fi·ee govemment, to legis
late at all with regard to the Sabbath or any 
other religious institution, whether spurious or 
genuine. People differ in opinion on religious 
si.1bjects, and each has a right to enjoy and he 
protected in the exercise and expression of his 
views. Those who believe it to be their duty to 
observe Sunday as a day of sacred obligation, 
whether in recognition of the authority of the 
Creator or that of the pope, have a perfect right 
to do so, and are accountable to God alone in the 
matter; but those who believe it to be their duty 
to accept the Bible as the only rule of faith and 
practice, .. and to "remember the Sabbath-day 
to keep it holy," according to the Creator's 
specific direction, and for the reason he has given, 
lJave an equally valid right to similar protection 
in the enjoyment, exercise, and expression of their 
views, and neither has any right, either moral or 
civil, to interfere with the other. If tl1e activi
ties of the Sunday observer may not legally be 
restrained on the seventh day in recognition of a 
belief in its sanctity by one class of citizens, then 
the activities of the seventh-day observer may 
not legally be restrained on Sunday in recogni
tion of a belief in its sanctity by another class of 
citizens. Neither may the activities of the non
observer legaMy be restrained on either day, be
cause his rights are involved equally with the 
others, and he is equally with them amenable to 
God. 

If a man is irreligious, Christians are commis
sioned to preach the gospel to him, and, as em
bassaclors of Christ, to persuade and beseech him 
to repent; they are instructed to pray for hiin, 
and are commanded to treat him in all respects 
as they would wish to be treated, but they have 
no authority to judge and punish him for sin 
against God, nor to compel him to act as if l1e 
were a Christian when he is not one. Majorities 
should rule in all matters which may properly 
be submitted to their action, but the rights of 
minorities must always be protected by constitu
tional limitation of the power of majorities, and 
our Constitution wisely withholds from Congress 
the power to enact any religious legislation, be
cause such legislation would inevitably violate the 
rights of conscience. Let every man who believes 
in free government upon the basis proclaimed in 
the Declaration of Independence, no longer re
main inactive. Let no Christian who loves the 

· Lord with all his heart, and his neighbor as him
self, longer remain silent. It is time that all 
should recognize the fact that this National 
Reform-Stmday-enforcement scheme is a revival of 
papal ideas, using papal methods to compel gov
ernmental recognition and enforcement of Sunday, 
and that a confederacy of nominal Christians, 
claiming to represent all tlle Protestant Evangel-
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ical denominations, but who are so utterly desti
tute of the Spirit of Christ, and so entirely con
trolled by lust for civil power to persecute those 
who differ from them, that they openly court al
liance with Rome and brazenly avow their trea
sonable and wicked intentions. It is time that 
every conscientious person should study carefully 
the relations of civil government and religion, 
and be · prepared to defend these inseparable 
gems of gospel truth-human equality in civil 
matters and individual accountability to God 
alone, morally.-Ira JJ. Blanchard, in Western 
American, Chicago. 

Public Schools and Church Property. 

ONE of the most prominent of the demands now 
being made is that the nation shall insert the 
name of God, if not a formal recognition of Chris
tianity, into our national Constitution. But 
surely this would not make the nation any mor~ 
Christian if public and private sentiment be not 
in accordance with it. The Southern Confeder
acy placed such a clause into their allticles of 
federation; but, while their republic was based 
on human slavery, what was it but a solerp.n 
mockery? I take it, the true way for this people 
to show its Christianity is not to write its dogmas 
in their Constitution, but to exhibit its virtues 
in their public and private lives. Remember, 
too, that such an acknowledgment of God or 
Christ or Bible would amount to nothing in itself, 
would be a mere dead letter, unless made vital by a 
definition of it. That would be the next and neces
sary step. There is not a word, a senterlce, a doc
trine in our National Constitution that is not sub
ject to some interpretation, and made an authority 
in our civil and political life. But the moment 
you thus define the new amendment you recog
nize some explicit form of religion in the land, 
and commit a flagrant injustice upon your fellow
citizens who do not share that form of belief. For 
who is to decide upon that interpretation ?-The 
majority, of course. Now, this majority to-day is 
an orthodox Protestant one, and will be for along 
time to come. But to give such a definition of 
the amendment would be to violate tl'e consciences 
of the Catholic, the Jew, the Unitarian, and. a 
vast number of religious Liberals and Freethink
ers. They would not be slow to resist such an in
vasion- of their p~rsonal rights; and thus this 
seemingly harmless Christian amendment in real
ity has in it the seeds of social strife, religions 
war, and a possible disruption of the republic. 

What blindness, what madness, then, possessed 
tl1e Prot~stant advocates of such an amendment? 
Honest they no doubt are, but grievously un
wise. If the proposed amendment should pass 
Congress l5y the requisite two-thirds majority, 
and receive a three-fourths vote in three-fourths of 
all the States, as is required,-a contingency most 
unlikely to occur in the present temper Of the 
Anierican people,-it would prove the most dan
gerous weapon against the Protestant religion that 
could be put into the . hands of its opponents. 
The only really practical benefits would accrue to 
the Roman Catholic, as the ·strongest ecclesiasti
cal body. That church would soon make an ap
plication of it that would make the overzealous 
Protestant look with affright at the consequences 
of their folly. 

Another demand put forth by the Protestant 
opponents of the American doctrine of Church 
and State is for the retention of the Bible in the 
public schools. ·A sufficient reason for its exclu-

sion is to be found in the fact that the public 
reading of the Bible is a liturgical act, as much 
so in the public schools as in ·the public service of 
religion. 

Now, we have no right to introduce .liturgical 
acts into a professedly secular institution, espe
cially one supported by a tax levied indiscrimi• 
nately on all. To read the Bible in the public 
schools is to inculcate religion there, and a par
ticular form of religion as well. 

Y qu may do this if you have the power, but 
you cannot do it justly. You may vote down the 
Catholic, the Jew, the Rationalist, but you can
not reason them down. In retaining the Bible, 
you are only encouraging the Roman Catholic de
mand for a division 0f the public school funds, 

. and justifying parochial and private schools for 
the education of Catholic youth. Both policy and 
justice, then, should lead to the prompt and total 
withdrawal of the Bible from all public schools of 
America. If Protestant interests suffer thereby, 
so much the more shame to the Protestant 
Church. But let us not do evil that good may 
come. The only public-school system possible or 
just in a community like ours, in which there is 
so much diversity of religious opinion, and in 
which all are taxed indiscriminatE:)ly for its sup
port, is one based on secular education, and from 
which all religious features are excluded. The 
only school in Oakland where this secularization 
is not carried out is the Oakland High School, 
and this matter ought to be remedied there also. 

Another notable demand by the upholders of 
the divine right of the church is for a continued 
exemption of all church property from taxation. 
This is not only wrong to the other interests of 
the community, which have to make up the defi
ciency, but also directly encourages both the sec
tarian rivalry and the luxury and ostentation of 
the churches, which are such . serious obstacles 
to the progress of a true Christianity. In Chi
cago I visited recently a splendid and luxurious 
temple, the property of a few rich men, which 
they use but a few hours each week. The rest of 
the time it is given over to silence and emptiness 
-handsome to look at, but otherwise as useless a 
piece of property as you will find in the whole 
city. Its cost was; perhaps, a quarter of a mill
ion of dollars; and if justly taxed, as it ought to 
be, it would place in Bl1e city treasury some five 
or six thousand dollars, or enough to furnish the 
suffering poor with fuel during the hard winter. 
Now •why should these excellent gentlemen be 
exempted from paying for their private luxury in 
worshiping God, when the poor mechanic or la
borer who happens to own the roof over his head, 
however humble it may be, must come forward 
promptly and pay his tax upon it-a tax larger 
because of this very exemption of clul.rch prop-
erty? , 

In tpat very city I knew a Roman Catholic 
priest who purchased quite a tract of land, built a 
small chapel, and for eight years had the whole 
tract exempted from taxation. At the end of this 
time he sold the land at a large increase and built 
a costly church nearly a n;ile farther south. Is 
the State to be a partner in such ecclesiastical 
real-estate speculations? 

Consider, too, how rapidly the church property 
is increasing in this country. In San Francisco 
it amounts to something like $6,000,000, and is 
taxed for only $1,769,915. If justly taxed it 
would maintain all the city charities, and half 
pay for the public schools besides. In New York 
City the single corporation of Trinity Church 

owns property valued at $25,000,000. Accord
ing to the census of 1850, the amount of property 
held by the different religious denominations in 
the Uniterl States was $87,000,000. In 1860, 
only ten years after, it had doubled, and was re
turned at $171,000,000. In 1870 it· had again 
doubled, amounting to $354,000,000. If this 
rate of increase be kept up till the end of the 
present century only, it would reach the enor-

. mons sum of $2,835,000,000. Will not our gov
ernment soon have to take steps to restrict and 
regulate this dangerous monopoly-a monopoly 
more threatening to our future peace as a nation 
than any other which afflicts us? Now the best 
restriction upon it is to equitably tax all church 
property; and, in view of its enormous wealth, 
the demand· of the· church for a continued ex
emption seems· singulary immodest and unfair. 

In the Catholic parish church at Monterey I 
read a complaint affixed to its walls that Califor
nia is the only State in the Union which taxes 
its churches. All honor to our State for that. 
It only.points the way which all our States will, 
sooner or later, be compelled to follow. I am 
proud of the action of our Unitarian Society in 
Tacoma, which sent up last month to the Consti
tutional Convention of the new State of Wash
ington a petition that all church property be 
equally and equitably taxed. Let me ask once 
more, "Has civil society a right to give the public 
money· outright to a religious or ecclesiastical 
body, to a missionary or tract society, or to a 
church?" According to our American doctrine 
of'Church and State, it has not. 

"But is there any difference between releasing 
one from a debt of $10, which he is bound to pay, 
and giving him $10? Is there any difference 
whatever between paying out money from the 
public treasury aml remitting taxes that are COJn
ing into the public treasury? " 

It is often said, in reply to this, that churches 
ought not to be taxed because they yield no in
come. But the question of income does not entet· 
into the reasons of taxation at all. A great many 
things yield no income, and yet are taxed-wild 
lands, for instance, and other unproductive real 
property. A great many of our merchants to
day would like to be exempt from taxation on 
their unsold or depreciated stocks, from which 
they receive no returns. 

But most commonly it is argued in behalf of the 
churches that there are many substantial bene
fits arising to the State from their existence, and 
this ought to be considered a fair exchange for 
their unpaid taxes. But the argument proves 
too much. Nearly all kinds of private property 
render important public service to the State. All 
private schools, for example; all art galleries, 
opera houses, and ·music halls; all life insurance 
companies, railways, and banks-might claim a 
similar exem.Ption on the ground of public serv
ices rendered the State. The only honest and 
sensible way is for churches to bear their fair 
share of public taxation, as well as other corpora
tions. 

In the Old World the property exempt from 
taxes often amounted to one-third or even one
half of the entire amount returned. At last the 
evil became so unbearable that the governments 
took the matter in hand and remedied it. Shall -
we maintain in free America.a system. which the 
monarchies of Europe have found impracticable 
and dangerous to the State? 

'I'o the other demands made by an unwise 
Protestanti~m, I can only refer by name. Such 
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-are the religious tests for holding-office, and even 
for jurors and witnesses, still found on the statute· 
books of some of the States, or which discri}llinate · 
foi or against the church ; the lega! recognition of 
Sunday, not from motives of natural morality and 
civil expediency, but because of its supposed su
pernatural institution and religious authority; 
the enforcement of oaths in the public courts, 
which to many are a violation of conscience, and 

·· to most a solemn farce; and the issue of Thanks
giving and si~ilar proclamations by the President 
or Governors of States. For while such occasions 
'as this of public praise and gratitude are fitting 
in the life of' a people-c-I wish we had more of 
them-they should be left to the discretion and 
piety of the churches. As these find it possible to 
agree on an annual week of prayer, they might 

, be equally harmonious in appointing a day of uni
versal thanksgiving. . . . Education, reason, 
justice, lmmanity-to these we appeal, and we 

· are- confident that ours shall at last he the victory. 
..:.-Rev. Ohas. W. Wendte, Oakland, California. 

Stand by-the Constitution. 

T T is to the credit of otu· national Constitn· 
tion that the Sunday observer is protected in his 

·worship on the first day of the week; that the 
Sabbatarian is protected in his worship on the 
seventh day; _and that the conscience of the non· 
observer is protected in his seven days' toil. The 
fact is here recognized that the man who conducts 
-himself on a proper . civil basis is a good citizen, 
irrespective 9f his religious views, which are 
deemed inalienable rights that cannot be appropri
ated or trifled with. 

Through the wise principle that protects allre· 
~ligions alike, the unhappy scenes that have at
tended State religions in the past are averted, and 

~ America has become the marvel of nations-the 
home of the persecuted refugee driven to our 
shores by the despotic power of the foreign 
church. 

Considering to what is due our prosperity as a 
• nation, considering the grave lessons taught us by 
tlwse powers that have suffered from religious 
dictation, it becomes us to guard with jealous 
severity against a repetition in our fair land of. 
the disgraceful alliance, and to check at once 
tho~e movements that threaten to destroy the~ 
recognition now given to the rights of conscience. 

Individually we all have' the right to persuade 
others: to embrace our acting interpretation of 
divine ethics, hut, happily, no authority to com
pel their adoption. \Vere it otherwise, man's 
highest feelings would become the slave of chance, 
t)le foot-ball of politicians. . Then were the Catho
lics to rule, we must become, outwardly, Mariola
ters; were the Hebrews to outvote us and claim 
their rights, we must renm'!nce Christianity; were 
the race of Tong San to.find a majority, we must 
all turn to Confucius ; and so on, we must change 
our _conscience to suit the popular creed, under 
pain and penalty of statutory Judgment. 

Religious motives should arise from voluntary 
recognition of the claims of the supreme power 

· from an invisible source. It is the height of pre
sumption for any civil tribunal to raise up ari ar
bitrary standard to judge whether we are loyal to 
the migl1ty will of Jehovah, to whom the i'nterfer
ence of puny earthly dictation becomes a fool
hardy failure. Trouble is brewing on that ques
tion-the aspiring church is becoming restless 
and aggressive-a stormy time of religious frenzy 
and bloodshed is close at our doors, yet the 

drowsy occupants sleep on, unwilling to heed the 
tempest that will soon get beyond human con
trol.-Moral.and Scientific Companion. 

The Papal Theory. 

[This article, taken from the "Progress of Re· 
ligious Freedom," by Dr. Schaff, is of ~pecial in
terest just now in view of the professions of at
tachment to the principles of our government 
recently made by the Catholic Congress in 
Baltimore. The evidence is conclusive that the 
Romanist who is really attached to our free 
institutions feels that attachment, not because he 
is a Catholic, but in spite of that fact, for the 
utterances of the popes and the traditions of 
"the church" are all against liberty of conscience 
or of worship.] · 

THE p:dnciple of intolerance is held! by the 
Roman Church to this day. She claims the 
monopoly of Christian truth, and can tolerate no 
departure from it, hut will punish it to the 
extent of her power. Liberal Catholics, in obe
dience to the better spirit of the age and the 
charitable instincts of the human heart, disown 
persecution and all civil punishments of spiritual 
offenses, as belonging to a by-gone age and incon
sistent with the modern structure of society. 
But the official Roman Church does not and 
cannot give up the theory of intolerance without 
forfeiting her claim to infallibility. Every prog
ress in favor of toleration and liberty during the 
last three centuries has been made in spite of 
her, and against her express protest.· She has 
repeatedly denounced toleration and reasserted 
the principle of intolerance, which implies perse
cution under favorable circumstances. And these 
declarations proceed from the highest se~t of 
authority, whose decisions the Vatican Council 
of 1870 has made infallible and irrevocable. 

Pope Gregory XVI., in an Encyclical_ of 
August 15, 1,832, identifies religious toleration 
with the liberty of error and indifferentism, and 
condemns it as "the most fruitful cause of' evils 
with which the church is at prese11t a:ffiicted," 
and goes on to say: "From this noxious fountain , 
of indifferentism flows that absurd and erroneous 
opinion, or, rather, that form of madness, which 
declares that liberty of conscience should be 

·arrested and maintained for everyone. For this 
most pestilential error, that full and immoderate 
liberty of opinion paves the way which, to the 
injury of sacred and civil government, is now 
spread far and wide, and which some, with the 
utmost impudence, have extolled as peneficial to 
religion." 

The Papal Syllabus of 1864, issued by Pins 
IX., the first infallible pope, condemns among 
the eighty errors of the age the following propo
sitions, which are among the fundamental princi
ples of the government of the United States:-

"Every man is free to embrace and profess the 
religion which he believes to be true according to 
the light of reason." Sec. 3, 15. 

" The Church ought t<;> be separated from the 'state, 
and the State from the Church." Sec. 6,.55. 

" In the present day, it is no longer expedient that 
the Catholic religion shall be held as the only relig
ion of the State, to the exclusion of all other modes 
of worship." Sec. 10, 78. 

The Encyclical "Immortale Dei" of Pope Leo 
XIII., concerning the "Christian constitution of 
States," issued November 1, 1885, is a moderate 
and prudent explanation, hut not a retraction, of 
the doctrine of his predecessors; it expressly and 
approvingly refers to the Encyclical of Gregory 
XVI., of August 15, 1832, and to the Syllabus 
of Pius IX., and adds: "From these decisions of 

the popes it is clearly to be understood that 
• it is a crime of private individuals ami 

a crime for States to make no account of the 
dnties of religion, or to treat different kinds of 
religion in the same way. • • The church 
judges it not lawful that the various kinds of 
divine worship should have the same right as the 
true religion." 

In a more recent Encyclical, "Itibe1·tas zmJJ-· 
·stantissimum naturm donmn," issued June 20, 
1888, the same pope-one of the wisest, most 
moderate, and most liberal of modern times
reiterates the same doctrine even more strongly. 
He begins by praising liberty as the most ex
cellent gift of nature, which belongs only to 
intellectual or rational beings, but he makes true 
liberty to consist in submission to the will of 
God, as expressed in an infallible church with 
an infallible head. He expressly condemnswl1at 
he calls the modern liberties, (1) of worship, (2) 
of speech and of the press, (3) of teaching, and 
( 4) of conscience, because they tacitly assume 
the absence of truth as the law of our reason, 
and of authority as the law of our will. He first 
caricatures or misstates the liberal theory, wl1ich 
he seems to know only in the form of infidel 
radicalism, and then denounces it. In the same 
document he incidentally calls the separation of 
Church and· State a "pernicious maxim." And 
he concludes: "From what has been said, it fol
lows that it is in no way lawful to demand, to 
defend, or to grant promiscuous freedom of 
thought, of speech, of writing, or of religion, as if 
they were so many rights which nature l1ad 
given to man." 

Cardinal Manning, in a preface to the English 
translation of this Encyclical, fully approves of 
these sentiments, and predicts that "the pontifi
cate of Leo XIII. wiU be known in history at the 
time when, upon a world torn and tossed by 
anticHristian and antisocio.l revolutions, the abun
dant seeds of divine truth sown broarlcast, 
revived the conscience of Christ~ndom." He 
also predicts that the two Encyclical Letters to 
which we referred "will be recorded as the pro
nouncements which have vindicated the political 
order of society from confusion, and the liberty 
of men from the license of liberalism." But we 
venture to say that Pope Pius IX. and Pope 
Leo XIII. have seriously injured the cause of 
the Roman Church by placing her in open an
tagonism to the irresistible progress of history, 
which is a progress of liberty. By declaring the 
separation of Church and State a "pernicious 
maxim," Leo XIII. has unwisely as well as un
justly condemned the Constitution of the United 
States, which makes such separation the law of 
the land, not from indifference or hostility to 
religion, but from respect for religion, and which 
secures to the Roman Catholic Church a greater 
amount of liberty and prosperity than she enjoys 
in Italy or Spain or Austria or France or Mexico 
or Brazil. The highest American dignitary of 
that church, Cardinal Gibbons, of Baltimore, 
who attended the centennial celebration of the 
Constitution at Philadelpl1ia, September, 1887, 
said in his letter of acceptance: "The Constitution 
of the United States is worthy of being written in 
letters of gold. It is a charter by which the 
liberties of sixty millio~s of people are secured, _ 
and by which, under Providence, the temporal 
happiness of countless millions yet unborn will 
be perpetuated." . The same cardinal, h1 a com
munication to the New York Independent of 
November 29, 1888, thus eulogizes the condition 
of this free country as compared with others: 
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"Assuredly we have many reasons to praise 'the 
Giver of all good gifts ' for the blessings we 
enjoy as a nation and as individuals. We are iiJ. 
profound peace, while other nations are preparing 
for war. We are enjoying ;unexampled prosper
ity, while other people are struggling for the 
means. of subsistence. Above all, we possess the 
lmcury'of liberty tempered by law and justice, 
while other races are bound by the yoke of 
tyranny." 

The logic (granting the Romish premises) is 
on the side of the pope, but the facts are on the 
side of the cardinal. The facts ought to rectify 
the logic, not vice versa; for facts are stubborn 
and cannot be undone. 

New Oospel of Paternalism. 

BosTON's latest intellectual movement has 
taken the fol'm of advanced Socialism, under the 
inspiration of' ':Looking Backward," a riovel by 
Mr. Edward Ballamy, and it is not unlikely that 
the public discussion of the book in that city will 
win for it that which the criticism of Mr. Glad
stone achieved for "Robert Elsmere," namely, a 
wide circle of thoughtful readers. 

Without the stimulus given by Col. T. W. 
Higginson, the Rev. M. J. Savage, Mr. William 
D. Howells, tl1e Rev. Dr. Edward Everett Hale, 
and others, representing the advanced culture of 
New England, the book would be valued for 
whatever literary ~erit it possessed; the ideas of 
social revolution of which it is an exponent would 
not either be entertained or discussed. But 
when eminent men approve these theorie.'!, estab
lish societies for the promulgation of the ideas, 
and publish a magazine to extend them, it be
comes necesl:lary to examine the theories and see 
whether or not they stand the test of logical ex-
pediency. . , 

The theories taught by Mr. Bellamy's book 
are: No man shall be better than his neighbor. 
All who are able to work sl1all be provided with 
labor best suited to their capacity, and the pro
ceeds of this toil to be so divided that there shall 
be equality of income. All competition is to 
be abolished; individualism is to be suppressed; 
every citizen shall attend public school until the 
age of 21; every man shall work uritil he reaches 
the age of 40, after which he must be pensioned. 
There will be no crime, poverty, legislation, or 
politicians. These and other projects of like nat
ure the author seeks to teach. The whole ques
tion is summed up by Colonel Higginson, who 
says: "Modern life demands organized business 
action. There are two great organizations, either 
one of which can manage it, organized capital or 
organized government. If this be· the real alter
native there is certainly an jncreasing number of 
people who would prefer to trust the governn'ient." 

This form of Socialism is purely a figment of 
the imagination. It has no practical worth, and 
if it could be made to permeate our system would 
be dangerous to the welfitre of society. If the 
question as to what should control business en
terprise should ever be narrowed down between 
corporation and government, the former would be 
the more universally preferred. In all the history 
of railroad legislation it has beim incontestibly 
demonstrated that the government cannot manage 
railways s~ccessfully and honestly, whereas, un
der the form of corporate co-operation . the great
est material triJ.1mphs of the age have been 
achieved. The State has all it can do to transact 

·properly its present functions. Railroads, teleg-

raphy, farming, and merclmndise should never be 
managed by the government, and as long as the 
republic lasts never will be so controlled. 

But this theory of reducing all men to equal 
condition, can it be made to apply practically to 
our Ameri.can life? To begin, what is the reason 
of our rapid national development? The sirn
plest answer that can be given is, The incentive 
held forth to individual industry, the rewards to 
be gained and the power to be attained through 
the medium of these rewards. Even if the law 
of compulsory edu~ation eould be enforced so 
that each individual was possessed of equal 
educational advantages, the law of nature reveals 
the fact that some would profit, and others derive 
little benefit, therefrom. Some would be intelli
gent and others would be more or less fools. 
Some would lead and others would follow. Some 
would work and others play, and in a generation 
or less some would beg and others steal. The 
theory must not only give all men an equal start, 
but it must be so fortified as to keep them so, 
and therein is shown the utter futility of the 
idea, and that which is intended to cause more . 
equality in the world would work the greatest 
injustice that righteous men have evet· suffered. 
The intellectual and moral giant would be doomed 
to the same life as his mental and moral inferior, 
and deprived of those superior advantages to 
which he is entitled by every principle of natural 
equity. The end of it all would be the re!iuction 
of mankind to the level of the commonplace; the 
incentive to human effort would be removed, and 
society, if obedient to the decrees of the new dis
pensation, would sink into monotonous stagnancy 
and drift into the dark age of a twentieth cent
ury.- Oregonian, July 30, 1889. 

Poor, "Hampered" Rome. 

IN its issue of November 3, the, Catholic Re
view says:-

" In this land which makes liberty of conscience its 
fundamental principle, we are hampered in the prac
tice of our religion more than are Catholics in En
gland and her colonies, although there the faith of the 
nation is professedly hostile to ours." 

What do Romanists mean by being "ham
pered"? Because the government does not sup
port its parochial schools, Rome is hampered I U n
til the government declares in favor of the "free
dom" (temporal power) of the pope, that church 
will deem itself hampered. In short, until the 
government is entirely moulded by the influence 
of the church, the latter will no doubt feel Very 
much hampered. Here is a specimen wail from 
the Review:-

"We are obliged to pay double taxes for the educa
tion of our children. Our priests are excluded from 
many of the prisons and reformatories, and are ad
mitted to others only under restrictions that are gall
ing and unjust. We have no proper appointm'ent of 
chaplains among the Indian tribes, although many of 
these wards of the nation profess our faith and could 
easily be reduced to useful · citizenship under its be-
nign influences." . 

The following item especially must be accom
plished before Rome is content, and this end 
gained will soon appease all other grievances:-

" The Pope must be free 1 The power he wields is 
too vast for its free exercise to be permitted by any 
earthly ruler to whom he may be subject. 1'he 
united public opinion of the world is probably the 
means God will use to 1·estore the liberty of his vicar. 
And the. public opinion of America leads and directs 
that of the earth." , 

The last sentence explains why the pathetic 
appeal is made through a great Catholic gather
ing on the evl:) of a new session of Congress. 

But Rome should take courage; surely every
thing i~ rapidly tending toward her desired end. 
Protestant· bodies of almost every shade are mov
ing to open the way :fur religious legislation, 
which, wpen mice inaugurated, will open wide the 
door for Rome to step in and take the helm. 
The National Reform Association, backed in its 
various ·enterprises by nearly every denomination, 
is asking the Catholics to help it in establishing 
church domination in the government, and in 
such a way as will give Rome the balance of 
power ; politicians in high political station at·~ 
hobnobbing with Roman dignitaries at every fa
vorable opportunity; and from whatever stand
point the view may be taken, the outlook is fa
vorable to the progress of papal influence. If 
the Catholic Church is any less hampered in 
England and. her colonies than in this country, 
the Church of England and tl1e British fion itself 
must be well-nigh overcome by the "imprisoned" 
Leo of Rome. W. N. GLENN. 

Stealing the Lord's Day. 

IF a man lras lost valuable property by a 
thief, the loser is the "first to complain, and the 
first to seek redress. . Now those iu favor of a 
Sunday law, say that Sunday i.s the Lord's day; 
that the laboring classes, pleasure-seekers, etc., 
are stealing it for their own advantage and grati
fication, and they want a law to make them 
stop it. 

If Sunday is the Lord's day, and ]1e0]1le are 
stealing the Lord's property, why 110t let the 
Lord be first to ·complain and seek redress? 
To hear those who favor a Sunday law tell how 
people who appropriate the day to worldly inter
ests ought to be made to desist, or how those who 
keep another day ought to be ostracised, one 
would think that their property had been stolen 
instead of the Lord's. They seem to forget God 
is able to care for his own property. But wl1ere 
has the Lord expressed his incapability for so 
doing, and commissioned civil government to 
protect his Sabbath by civil law? He has au
thorized civil government to protect life and prop
erty from persons of evil intent; but he lias 
nowhere empowered it to punish its subjects for 
the non-performance of a duty that they owe to 
God. 

He who uses the Sabbath to advance his self
ish interests is stealing God's time, but is com
mitting no crime against his neighbor or the~ 
govemment; therefore none but God has a right 
to punish him. E. HrLr.IARD. 

Duluth, Minn. 

The "Angelus." 

Tms great painting, by FranQois Millet, re
cently sold to theN. Y. Art Association for O?~e 
httndred and sixteen thmtsand dollars, is to be re
produced by the S. F. Wasp PublislJing Co., and 
will be presented free to every purchaser (and 
subscriber) ofthe great Christmas Holiday Wasp, 
no\v in preparation. The picture will be 24x28 
in size, illustrated in nine colors and printed on 
120-lb. paper. Although the picture could not 
be purchased for less than $5.00 at the art stores, 
it will be presented . free with the Christmas 
Wasp~ which will be a gorgeous edition of 52 
pages, containing 12 full pag~s of illustrations. 
The Christmas Wasp, including the great picture, 
will only cost 25 cents. Leave your orders in ad
vance with the newspaper agency. 
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ADVERTISING RATES made known OR appli
cation. No advertisements of paterJt medicines, 
novelties, cigars, tobacco, liquors, no\·els or any~ 
tldng of a trivial, intemperate, immoral or impure 
nature act"epted. We reserve the right to reject ANY 
advet·tiscment. 

" The Ideal" Account and Memorandum Book, 
and Business Guide (Copyrighted). 

~PECIAL FEATURES: Fully and plliinly speci
fied accounts; silicate slates-for both slate and 
lead-pencil, contains slate-pencil and lead-r.encil 
(with eraser) ; a printed w!lshing list-on silicate 
(very convenient); business and legal forms, etc., 
etc. 150 pages, 37\;x5Yz inches. Substantially 
bound, in full l{nssia only. 

Price, onl:r $1.00, post-paid. To book dealers, 
$6.00 per set (8), express paid. Strictly tirst-elO:ss. 
very popullir. A handsome and useful holiday 
present. Order at once of the publisher, 

A. L. ANTHONY, Yountville, Cal. 

PACIFIC B~~~~~~t s~~ll~~e, . Life Scholarship, $75. 
Send for Catalogue. 

G. H. KIUECHBAUJ\'I, 
DENTIS1', 

Ottke 854~ Broadway, Corner Seventh, Oakland 

Oltice Hours--9 to 12 A. M. and 1 to 5 P. M, 

Rooms 17 anti 18. 

Fresno and Merced County Lands 
TO RENT AND FOR SALE. 

75 000 A of Wheat and Sugar Beet 
1 cres I.rl!ld in the above Coun

ties, to rent for a term of years. Also 

I 00 000 A of fine Raisin, l'ruit. Al
l cres falfa, and Sugnr Beet Lane!, 

,vith water for irrigation, for sale in traets of from_ 
20 acre,; to large tracts suitable for Colony pur
poses. 

For particUllirS, apply to 

E. B. PERRIN, 
402 I-'Cearny Street, 

Stln Fravc·isco, Cal. 
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YOUR ATTENTION 
TO THIS LIST OF BOOKS. 

JUVENILE BOOKS. 
BIBLE BIRTHDAY RECORU-A text-book for 

the young. By the author of "Hymns from the 
Land of J~nthcr," etc. 32mo, cloth extra, gilt 
edges, 50c. 

BIBLE BIRTHDAY BOOK-A choice selection 
of texts for every day in the yem:- By the 
author of "Hymns frotn the Land ot Luther," 
etc. 82mo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 50c. 

BIBL'E SCENES AND STORIES-Containing 50 
of the finest drawings of Gustave Dore, with 
descriptive letter-press. Royal8vo, cloth, $3 00. 

DORE'S BIBLE GALLERY-Contaiuin15 a selec
tion of 100 of the finest drawings of Gustave 
Dare, with descripUve letter-press. By T. W. 
Chamben., D.D. Crown folio, cloth, full gilt, 
$4.00. 

FIRST STEPS FOR LITTLE FEET IN GOSPEL 
PATHS-By the author of "The Story of the 
Bible." S28 pages, with colored frontispiece 
and 140 IllustratiOns. 16mo, cloth, 75c. 

As its title indicat~B, this work is designed for 
the little ones, and consists of short lessons fol
lowed by- qwlstions so simple that the little 
hearers, If attentive when the passage is read, 
may readily answer. 

PALESTINE FOR THE YOUNG-By the Rev. 
Andrew A. Bonar. 

A finely illustrated deseription of the Holy 
Land, which, though written in a style adapted 
to the uilderstanding of the young, is at the 
Slime time full of instruction for those of ma
turer years. It will add an interest to the study 
of the Scriptures in both old and young. 12mo, 
cloth, $1.00. 

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS-By John Bunyan. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00. 

RIDE THROUGH PALESTINE (ThA)-By the 
Rev . .John W. Dulles, D.D. Dlustrated by 184 
mlipS and engravings. 2d editiOn; 12mo, eloth, 
$2.00. 

The an thor hns sought to make thi~ book one 
that will be acceptable in the flimily eircle, and 
that will not only go into .the Sabbath-school 
library, but be tliken out of It lilso. 

FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES FOR THE 
YOliNG---With numerous illustrations. 16mo, 
handsomely illuminated board covers, 50c; 
cloth extra, 75c. 

GARDEV' SWING, AND OTHER STORIES (The) 
-A book for boys an<l girls. Large 4to, cloth, 
inked lilld illuminated side, llirge type, many 
beautiful oil-colored and other illustrations. 
$1.75. 

LITTLE WORKERS-A book for boys and girls. 
Large 4to, cloth, inked and illnminate<l sides, 
large tyJ?e, many beautiful oil-colored awl other 
illustratwns. $L 75. 

ROLLO'S TOUR IN EUROPE-By .Jacob Abbott. 
lQ vols., fully illustrated. 16mo, cloth, black 
and gold, in box, $10.00-reduced to $7.00 .. 

Among all the books written for youth there 
are few wllich have equaled, and none have 
surpassed in interest or instruction, the writings 
of Jll.cob Abbott. His name has become a house
hold word throughout the land. 

STORY OF THE GOSPEL (The)-By the author 
of "The Story of the Bible." The New Testa
ment in simple form for children, written in 
lan;:;uage essy to understand. Printed m large, 
plam type and filled with pictures. 860 pages, 
16mo, with 150 illustrations and a frontispiece 
in colors ; cloth, 75c. 

STORY OF A POCKET BIBLE (The)-A hook 
for all classes of readers. 

This volume is exceedingly interesting, and 
full of valuable religions instruction. Its thread 
of imaginary autobwgraphy guides the reader 
through a delightful path of rich and beautiful 
incident, which can scarcely fail of making 
deep and holy impressions on his heart, 12mo, 
cloth, $1.00. 

STORY OF THE BIBLE (The)-From Genesis 
to Revelation. Told in simple language, adapted 
to all ages, especially to the young. By the 
author of" Fil'!\t Steps 'for Little Feet" and "1'he 
Story of the Gospel." 

" The Story of the Bible" differs from all other 
books of its class. It does not contain stories 
about the Bible,, but is a simple version of the 
main portions of the Bible itself, from Genesis 
to the l~evelation; 704 pages, 300 illustrations; 
12mo, cloth, $1.50. 

A Story of the :Bible Animals-Containing 704 
page' and 300 illustrations. Bound in fine 
English muslin. Price., only $1.50. 

This book contains a description of each ani
mal mentioned in the Bible, •md tells of its ap
pearance, its habits, and the use to which it was 
put by mankind. · 

New Lights on Old Paths-By the author of the 
"Story of the Bible." Size, 9Y,x8xl% inches. 
496 pages, 330 illustration~, bound in <'loth, gilt 
edges. Price, only $2.00. 

A very interesting and profitable book for both 
old and young. 

TOY BOOKS. 
BIBLE PICTURE SERIES-Four kinds. Beauti

fully printed in colors, with pictorial covers. 
4to1 25c each, on paper; per doz., $8.00. 

Series I. Series II. 
Queen Esther. King Solomon. 
Daniel., :Mo•es. 
.Joseph and His BrothQrs. Ruth. 
Life of Christ. . David. 

KITT'EN SERIEB-Four kinds; beautifully print
ed in colors, with pictorial covers. 4to, on 
paper, per dozen, $2.00; 20c each. • 

I"om·footed Friends and Favorites. 
Pussies at Mischief. 
The Three Little Kittens. 
'!'he Three White Kittens. 

"LANDSEER" SERIES OF PICTURE BOOKS 
('l'he)~With letter-press descriptions by Mrs. 
Snrr. Four books in the series, each containing 
four of Landseer's pictures, beautifully printed 
in oil colors. With eight pages of bold letter
press descriptions. Covers ornamented with 
additional designs after Llindseer. 4to; per doz. 
$2.00; 20c. eacb. 

Heturn from the Warren, etc. 
Children and Habhits, etc. 
Duke of Sutherland's Children, etc. 
Beauty's Bath, etc. 

VALUABLE BOOKS AT MODERATE PRICES. 

HISTORY. 
Antiquities of the Christian Church-By Joseph 

Bingham. 2. vols., sheep, $10. 
The intent of this work is to give the customs 

and usages of the Christian Church for the first 
four or five centuries under certain proper helid
ings, so tlHtt the reader m\'Y at once take a view 
of any particular custom or usage of the early 
Chri~tians, 

HistorY of Interpretation-Eight lectures 
preacned before the University of Oxford, in 
the year 1885, on the foundlition of the late l{ev. 
John Bampton. By Frederic W. Farrar, D. D., 
F. R. S. Cloth, 8vo, $8.50. 

The author iustearl of dogmatically propound
ing It scheme of interpretation, has allowed the 
history of interpretatwn to suggest to us its own 
scheme. 

History of Romanism, From the Earliest Cor
ruptions of Christianity:, chronological ta
bles, illdexes~ gLossary, and numerous illustra~ 
tive engravings. By John Dowling, D. D. I.arge 
Svo, cloth, $4.00. 

A new edition, with supplements, continuing 
the history from the accession of t ope Pius IX. 
to his proclamation of Papal Infallibility, a 1d 
his deposition as a temporal Sovereign, A. D. 1870. 

History of Protestantism (The), From the Earli
est Period to th~ '~'rest>nt. Time-BY Rev . .J A. 
Wylie, LL.D. In three volumes, each contain
ing about 200 illustrations and over 600 pages. 
Per set, $15,000. 

History of the Huguenots (A)-By W. Carlos 
Martyn. 

There is no page of history which is at once so 
fascinating in the dramatic in tcrest of its scenes, 
lind so momentous, as that which records the 
history of the Huguenots. Whether judged by its 
motive, its influence, or Its episodes, it is equally 
gmnd. 12mo, cloth, $1.50. 

History oft.ht> Waldens•s-By J. A. Wylie, LL.D. 
Illnstrated by 20 full-page engravings. 

'1'hi5 work describes the eoufiicts waged by the 
Waldenses, and the martyrdoms they endured 
in defense of their faith and their liberty. 212 
pages; price, 90 cents. 

History of the Reformation of the Sixteenth 
Centljr:y:-By J. H. Mer!~ D'Aubigne, D.D. 5 
vols. ml, 8vo, cloth, $1.2o. 

The history of one of the greatest revolutions 
that hliS ever been accomplished in human 
affairs. 

'· 'l'hero is a fascination in the pag-es of Merle 
D' Aubignc which transcends that of romance as 
much as truth is superiqr to fiction." 

History of the Declil!ce and Fall of the Roman 
Empire-By Edward Gibbon, with notes by the 
Hev. H. H. Milman and M. Gnizot. 6 vols., 
12mo, cloth, $8.00. 

History of England, from the Invasion of Ju
lius Cresar to the Abdieation of James II., 
l6BB~By David Humc. Popular edition. 6 
vols.;l2mo, cloth, $3.00. 

History of England, from the Accession of 
James II., 1685, to the Death of William IV., 
1837-By Lord Macaulay. 5 vols., 12mo; cloth, 
$2.50. 

Josephus, Flavius-The works of Flavius Jo
sephus. A history of the Jewish Nation; trans
lated by William Whiston, A.M., with life, 
portrait, notes and index. A new cheap edition 
m clear type. Svo, cloth, $2.00. 

BIOGRAPHY. 
FOX'S BOOK OF M,ARTYRS; or, a History of 

the Lives, Sufferings, and Triumphant Deaths 
of the Primitive Protestant Martyrs. 1 vol., 
12mo, cloth, 75c. 

LIFE AND WORDS OF CHRIST (The)-By Cun
ningham Geikie, D.D. Large plint edition, 2 
vols. in 1. 8vo, cloth, $1.50. 

The author has endeavored to present in this 
work a reliable picture of the life of our Lord in 
the midst of the world in which he moved. 

Small print edition of above, cloth, 16mo, 50c. 

LIFE OF OUR LORD UPON THE EARTH
Considered in its historical, chronological, and 
g-eographical relations. By Samuel .I. Andrews. 
New edition, crown Svo, cloth, $2.50. 

LIFE OF CHRIST FOR OLD AND YOUNG 
(The)-By Cunningham Geikic, D.D. With 50 
Illustrations. 8vo, cloth, $1.50. _ 

'l'his is a new book and not an abridglnent, 
lilld is writ-ten for the multitude, older or 
younger. The fullest life of our Lord must 
always remain the best for the student, clerical 
or lay; but while these have their wishes alrelidy 
snppiied, -others both older and younger have 
been without a similar presentlition of the !'(OS
pel narrative, within smaller limits, more smted 
to their taste and leisure. 

LIFE OF CHRIST (Thel-By Frederick W. Far
rar, D.D. 12mo, cloth, $1.00. 

LIVES OF THE FATHER8-Sketcl1es of church 
history and biography. By ]'rederick W. Farrar, 
D.D., F.RS. 

The author's object is not to write a full and 
continuous history of the early church, hut 
rather to eonnect the history of the church 
during the first four centuries with the lives of 
her principal fathers and telichers. 2 vols., 
cloth, $5.00. 

LIVINGSTONE AND STANLEY (The Lives 
and ·Travels of)-Covering their entire career 
ln Sou them and Central Africa, carefully pre
pared from the most authentic sources. A 
thrilling narrative of the adventures, discov
eries, experiences and achievements of tl1e 
greatest explorers of modern times, in a wild 
and wonderful countrv. By Rev. 'J. E. Cham
bliss. Richly illustrated. Large Svo, cloth, 760 
pages, reduced to $1.50. 

This work includes Uvingstone's early life, 
preparation for his life-work, a sketch of Africa 
as known before his going there, his discovery 
by Stanley, the three great mysteries of the past 
five thou5and years solvcd•by Stanley, etc., etc._ 

LIFE AND TIMES OF LUTHER (The)-By W. 
Carlos Martyn. 

Most of Luther's biographers have traced his 
.life chiefly and intentionally from a personal 
standpoint. In these pages an effort has been 
made to com binc a biogmphy of Luther and a 
concise history of the Reformation, so that the 
most unlettered reader might get from this vol
ume at onceanaccuratepersonal view of Luther 
and a clear idea of the grounds upon which the 
Heformation was based, together with its salient 
characteristics and its most famous historical 
personages.· 12mo, cloth, $1.50. 

LIFE OF ADONIRAM JUDSON (The)-By his 
son Edward .Judson. 

It is the purpose of the author to !jive a clear 
and consecutive story of a career which may be 
justly said to form the main artery of all Ameri
can foreign mission_endeavor. In order to bring 
into bold relief Mr . .Judson's socilil, domestic, 
and personal traits, large extracts have been in
troduced from his journals. 8vo, cloth, $1.50. 

LIFE OF ST. PAUL IThe)-By Frederic W. Far
rar, D.D. svo,. illustrnted with maps, cloth, 
$1.50. 

LIFE AND EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL (The)
By Rev. J. W. ConybeareandRev. J. S. Howson,, 
Dean of Chester. Illustrated, cloth, 8vo, $3.00. 

The purpose of this work is to give a living 
picture of- St. Paul himself and of the circum
stances by which he was surrounded. Com
plete, unabridged edition, large print, 2 vols. 
in 1. 

LIFE OF F AUL-Same as a1JOve, in smaller type, 
12mo, cloth, without illustrations and maps, 
$1.00. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
--o--

Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, Ancient and In 
M~dern-In 4 books. Mnch corrected, enlarged, 
and improved from the primary authorities; be-
ing a new and literal translation from the origi-

the Following IJst of Miscellaneous Books 
will be Found Something to Interest all. 

We Furnish them Post-paid at the 
Jlal Latin, with copious notes by James Murdock, 
D.D. 3 vols. iu 1. Cloth, Svo, $3.00. 

Old and New Testament Connected (The) in the 
History of the Jews .and Neighboring Na
tions, from the Declension of the Kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah to the time of Christ-By 
Humphrey Prideaux, D. D. 15th American and 
the 20th London edition. The whole illustrated 
with maps and plates. In 2 large 8vo vols., 
cloth, $4.00. 

Rollins' Ancient History-The Ancient History 
of the Egyptians, Carthaginians, Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Medes and Persians, Macedonians, 
and Grecians. By Charles Rollin. Translated 
from the l'rench. In 4 vols. Price, $3.25, 

S~ven Great Monarchies (The}--By George Raw
linson, M.A. The history, geography, and an
tiquities of Chaldea, Assyria, Babylon, Media·, 
Pm\'lia, Partbia, and Sassanian, or New Persian 
Empire, · 3 vols., cloth, gilt top, mnps and illus-
trations, $2.80. · 

Wharey'l Church llistory-Slwtches of church 
history, comprising a regular series of the most 
important and interesting events in the history 
of tl,le church from the birth of Christ to the 
19th century. Bythel{ev.Jns. Wlmre;'. Cloth, 
60c. · 

PUBLISHERS' PRICES. 
--o--

Lives of the F"athers, Farrar, 2 vols., cloth .... $s.oo 
Life of Christ, Farrar, cloth ........................... 1.oo 
The Messages of the Books, Farrar, cloth .... 3.50 
History of the Interpretation, Farrar, cloth, 3,50 
Life of St. Paul, Farrar ................................. 1.50 
Sytiac New ~eestament .................................. 2,50 
Heads and Faces and How to Study Them, 

cloth ................. ., ........... , ......................... 1,00 
Hours with the Bible, Geikie, 6 vols. ·in 3, 
~ cloth........................ . . . ................... -.. . .... 4-50 
Holy Land and the Bible, Geikie, 2 vols ...... s.oo 
How We Got Our Bible, cloth........................ 6o 
roo ooo Synonyms and Antonyn1s, doth ........ r.oo 
Life of Christ for the Young, Geikie, cloth ... 1.50 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

Thl~eri;ii~;;;~···s;;~~~t'';,[";;··li~'P?;;--·iii'~; 50 

cloth .............................................. ,......... 75 
The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, 

,cloth, gilt edges ...................................... I,oo 
Any of the above sent post-paid on receipt of 

price. 
Address all orders to 

Pacific Press Publishing Co., 
OAKLAND, CAL.j 
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'VE desire to thank our many friends who 
have so kindly sent us marked copies of papers 
containing articles of special- interest to us. !)f 
cour~:~e it sometimes happens that we can make no 
direct use of the matter sent, but even when that 
rs the case it may be suggestive of some point 
which should be noticed. Some of the matter 

. seHt us has been very useful itnd we trust that 
om· friends will still remember us. Please mark 
tho articles which you wish us to notice. 

IT is not necessary in order to have a union of 
Church and State that a particular church or 
sect should be recognized by the civil law, to the 
exclusion of others. Nor is it necessarv that 
the Church should be supported by the· State. 
The great and popular churches are agreed in 
what they term "essentials." They unitedly de
mand that the government shall crystallize their 
interpretation of the divine will into statute law. 
If th1·ough their combined influence it is done, the 
Church dictates, the State accepts; the Church 
interprets, the State enfiJrces that interpretation 
by law. It is a union of Church and State, as 
all must admit. 

IT is stated that the question of Sunday observ
ance is one which disturbs the clergy of England 
even more than it does the ministry of any other 
country. . In some places the clergymen them
selves, it is said, have, in order to secure some sort 
of respect for the day, inaugurated Sunday cricket 
clubs, the only restriction being that as soon as 
the church bells ring the players shall leave the 
game and attend to their religious duties. An 
effort is also being made to encourage the opening 
of museuw~ and picture galleries on Sunday. 
The position is taken that "it is better to provide 
some innocent amusement than to allow the men 
to idle about the streets and otherwise pass the 
Sabbath in vicious idleness." And this is only 
another evidence that the only proper basis for 
Sabbath observance is a conscientious regard for 
the divine law. 

PRESIDENT HARRISON and Vice-President 
Morton, and several members of the cabinet, were 
present, October 13, at a banquet given in honor 
of the dedication of the new Catholic university 
at 'Vashington. The President's health was 
drunk standing; Mr. Blaine was ~pplauded, and 
then all hands cheered Cardinal Gibbons' toast, 
"The Hierarchy of the United States." Free 
:l'hmtght states the foregoing facts and then adds: 
"We should have two objections to indorsing a 

toast of that kind. In the first place, the United 
States is not a hierarchy, which is a government 
of the priesthood; and in the second place, if it 
were a hierarchy, a patriotic American should 
lament instead of rejoicing over the fact." The 
criticism is just, though it is not likely that it. 
was intended to imply that the United States is a· 
hierarchy, but only that a hierarchy exists in the 
United States. That, however, does not mend 
matters much. The Roman hierarchy in the 
United States is an enemy to several institutions 
which ought to be dear to every loyal heart, and 
the President and his cabinet were out of place 
on the occasion. 

IN giving testimony before the United States 
Court in Salt Lake City, November 18, Charles 
W. Penrose, a prominent Mormon, denied that 
the president of the church ever ordered the kill
ing of any man for apostasy, and said he under
stood the doctrine of blood atonement to mean 
that when a man had committed murder or adul
tery he should be killed, that is, the murderer 

'should be turned over to the civil law. The 
church had not authority to kill a man for adul
tery, but he believed when the law of God was 
fully established the penalty should be death. It 
is evident from this that the Mormons .are consist
ent Nati6nal Reformers. Of course that which 
they wish to see enforced by the civil atitrhorities 
is not the law of God as others view it, but that 
which they themselves . understand to be the law 
of God. But the principle is the same in either 
case, for if the State had the right to enforce the 
law of God, it would have to decide what that 
law is, and that decision would be liable to 
change as courts and majorities changed. A fine 
theory, truly ! But it is National Reform doc
trine, pure and simple. 

REFERRING to the expressed willingness of the 
Roman. Catholics to "come together with non
Catholics and shape civil legislation for public 
good," and to "seek an alliance with non-Catho· 
lies for proper Sunday observance," the Times of 
this city says: " It is a splendid omen for society 
at large that such good policy exists." And 
again : "It is a sign of the times worthy of note, 
this position of so po~verful a religious body. 
Christians are now more nearly hand in hand in 
this matter than they have ever been before." 

Indeed, "it is a sign .of the times worthy of 
note," a most significant sign, but one which fore· 
bodes, not good, but evil to our free institutions. 
We fully believe with the Senate Committee of 
1828, that "extensive religious combinations to 
effect a political object are always dangeraus." 

"All religious despotisms," said the committee, 
"commence by combination and influence, and 
when that influence begins to operate upon the 
political institutions of a country, the civil power 
soon bends under it; and the catastrophe of other 
nations furnishes an awful warning of the conse· 
quences." 

We have in this country apowerful Protestant 
element, so called, who boldly demand an amend
ment to our national Constitution which they 
confess would disfranchise every logically consist
ent infidel. And not only so but the Encyclical 
of Pope Leo XIII. published. in 1885 makes it 
the duty of all Catholics to "make themselves felt 
as active elements in daily political life in the 
countries where they live .. They must penetrate 
wherever possible in the administration of civil 
affairs; must constantly exert the utmost vigi· 

lance and energy to prevent the usage of liberty 
from going beyond the limits fixed by God's law. 
All Catholics should do all in their power to 
cause the constitutions of States and legislation to 
be modeled to the principles of the true church." 

This simply means that Protestants and Ro
manists are working together to accomplishthe 
overthrow of religious ·liberty in our beloved 
country. The danger is a grave one, and it is 
the more grave because of the fancied security 
and blindness of the people, luJled into indiffer
ence as they are by a time-serving secular press 
which fears to antagonize Rome, and by a big
oted religious press which sees in this movement 
worldly prosperity for the church. 

IN a recent communication to the Christian 
Nation, M. A. Gault says: "Our strongest ally 
in Christian reform is the W. C. T. U." By 

'•.• Christian reform" Mr. Gault means, of course, 
his pet scheme of so-called National Reform, and 
he certainly states a sad fact when he says that the , 
W. C. T. U. is its strongest ally. These enthusiastic 
but misguideu women are doing all in their power 
-and their influence is not to be despised-to for
ward the movement the avowed purpose of which~ 
is to change that feature of our Constitution 
which accords with the idea that governments 
derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, that, as they say, they may make Christ 
this world's King. But as they can do that only 
in name, and as men will rule in the name of 
Christ, but without his guidance, it follows that 
should they succeed they would have at best 
only· a man-made theocracy, a veritable image of 
the Papacy~ and the deeds of the Papacy it 
would do. 

SOME of the good people of Riverside, Cal., 
want Sunday horse-racing and theatricals prohib
ited in that city. .But the Press and Horticult
urist of that place says:-

"In the nineteen years of Riverside's existence we 
have never known a case of Sabbath horse-racing or 
theatricals here. We see no ~ndications that such 
things are desired, and therefore no need of a law 
prohibiting them." 

Possibly some of the good people of that city 
think that if they could only get an ordinance 
against horse-racing and theatricals it would be 
broad enough to cover some other things, which, 
however, public opinion does not just at present 
condemn sufficiently to outlaw them even on Sun
day .. Sunday laws are very elastic and erratic 
sometimes; for instance, in Arkansas a law framed 
for the ostensible purpose of shutting up saloons 
never interfered with the saloons at all, but fined 
and imprisoned several conscientious, God-fearing, 
Seventh-day Christians, who, in country places, 
followed their usual quiet occupations on Sunday 
after having observed the seventh day. Is some
thing of' the same sort wanted in Riverside? 
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THOSE enthusiasts who are most given to rant
ing about the necessity of indicating in the Con- ' 
stituti{Jn that we are a Christian nation, genetally 
manifest the least' degree of the spirit of Chris
ti~nity. The very necessity of so expressing it, in 
order to show the fact, is the best evidence that 
tM assumption is false. 

Mo.rality.~n the Public Schools. 

UPON the question as to whether morality 
sl10uld be taught in the public schools, we should 
suggest that it would be well for those who de
mand it, to agr-ee upon what morality really is, 
what is its basis, and what are its· sanctions. If 
this should not be clearly discerned and. taught, 
even granting that it is the province of the State . 
to teach morality, it is certain that the teaching 
would be no better than that which is now given 
in the public schools, and the probabilities are, 
that it would be much worse. It is also cer
tain that those who favor teaching morality in 
the public schools cannot agree upon what mo
rality is, nor upon what are the grounds of moral 
responsibility. This question was studied "thor
oughly and practically" for four years by the 
Evangelical Ministers' Association of Boston. 
"In 1882 an able committee of that body, com
posed of representative men of all denominations, 
was appointed for the purpose of preparing a 
book of morals for the public schools." Two of 

, IT was confidently stated some days sinr.e that that committee were Drs. Joseph 1'. Duryea and 
the stability of the republic of Hrazil was Edward Everett Hale. The result of the four 
assured, because the papal benediction had been years' study upon the question by this committee 
besto\ved upon it. From one standpoint this was expressed by Dr. Duryea in 1885, in a letter . 
would seem to, be a favorable circumstance for to the chairman of a committee in New York ap
the ne\\1 government; and yet it is doubtful if, 'in pointed to consider the same subject. The fol
the long run, the friendship of a power which lowing is the material part of the letter:-
never, ceases to intrigue for political supremacy " 32 uN'roN !'ARK, Boston, Dec. 5, IS ;5, 
is really the best thing for any State. Should "]\l[y DEAR Sm: The committee appointed to con-
. the Jesuits decide to take a hand in Brazilian sider the matt.er of a book of morals for the 'public 
p6litics, as they undoubtedly will, they will be a schools, have been trying faithfully to :find out what 

can be done. -Difficulties have been met and not 
destructive element, as they are in Mexico, and overcome. We are trying· to evade them. . . , 
as t\ley-have long been in other South American The desire was for a graded series. This would in
republics, -as well as in the monarchies of Europe. volve a book worthy to go. into the high schools. 
Ecuador has long enjoyed the papal benediction, This could hardly omit reference to the grounds of 
and the condition of that country proves that moral responsibility. The committee have seriously 

doubted the wisdom of debating ihe basis of moral 
more than the favor of th!) Papacy is essential to choice and action before youth. To show them that 
good and stable government. apparently good men differ concerning the very foun

dation of morality, might be harmful before they are 
THE republic of Mexico is an example show- · developed and informed sufficiently to' understand 

ing hoiW mischie~ous is a union of Church and -how there can be differences as to theories, and yet 
State. The president of that government has substantial agreement as to practical morality. 

"I think, now, the tendency is to admit that it is 
r,ecently issued a circular calling attention to the better to address the moral intuitions, and not to the-
fact t}lat the Church and State are independent 'orize about them; also to treat moral matters as they 
of each other, and that no laws can be dictated come up in the life of the pupils, and their associa
either favoring or prohibiting a religion; but, tions in ~he school and on the pl~,ty-ground. 
. _ " Bufit has been deemed practicable to prepare a 
strange as it may seem, the State forbids the es- book, or a series of books, after the pattern of the 
tab!ishment or maintenance of monastic orders. 'Book of Golden Deeds,' prepared for youth in En-
The .reasiHl is I;ot far to seek. It·. is because gland. . 
these~ communities are hot-l:leds of revolution. "The moral affections and sentiments might be ex~ 
In . Mexico, as elsewhere, the Rom ish Church is hibited in expression, and moral principles might be 

embodied in characters, and concretely presented in 
loth to relinquis]J the power· which it once held. deeds. An outline including all the virtues, and inci-
Hence, in self-defense, it is necessary for the dents under each of them, might l;)e selected. Also 
government to prohibit monastic order.s, and so jt deeds might be presented involving all the moral rules 
appe11-rs that Church and 'State, like any other drawn out of the root principles of morality! , 

r th · ed' 1 h d "This is as far as we have been able to go, with 
n;ui Ig.J)ant grow ' IS exce \ng Y ar to cure~ expectation of meeting with general approval, and 
.There,.the knife has been repeatedly applied to securing t11e admission q.fthe book or books. 

)ht\ cancer, ~nd yet its roots 1·emaln. . '' Youl'S truly, JosEPH T, DuRYEA." 

This is an interesting letter, and, coming as it 
does as the result of years of special study on the 
subject by such men, its statements are of more 
than common importance. , 

First, difficulties have· been met and not over
come, and they are difficulties of such a nature 
as, from the circumstances of the case, to seem in
surmountable, because instead of battling with 
thein with a real endeavor to overcome them the 
committee tried to evade them. But upon such 
a question,' to evade the difficulty is not to escape 
it, for it is still there and there it remains. This 
statement simply reveals in a more forcible way 
than is usually done, the fact that upon the ques
tion of the Bible or religion or morality in the 
public schools, there are difficulties which cannot 
be overcome with justice to all. Of course we 
use the word morality in the genuine sense of the 
word, as meaning much more than civility. 

Second, the committee could not insert into a 
book for the' jmblic school any reference to "th~ 
grounds of moral responsibility," because that is 
an unsettled question even among tl1ose who were. 
to compile the book ; and because the wisdom of 
debating before youth the question of what is the 
basis of moral choice and action is seriously to be 
doubted; and, further, because it might be harmful 
for the youth in school to discover that the very 
reasons why they should choose, and act, a cer
tain way iu a given case, was an unsettled ques
tion amongst college graduates and doctors of 
divinity . 

These reasons certainly ought to be sufficient 
to put a check upon the effi>rt of any such com
mittee. They ought also to be sufficient to put a 
damper upon the zeal of very many who are now 
so ardently in fav9r of forcing this question to an 
issue in the management of the public school. 
Because when men ofmature and trained min:ds, 
graduates of the best colleges and the higl1est 
universities, arid of theological seminaries, and 
who, of all men, are most intimately and con
stantly assoc'ated with the Gonsideration of this 
very question in all its phases,-when these can
not agree upon· what is the ground of moral re
sponsibility, or. the basis of moral choice and ac
tion,it ce1tainly would be perfect folly to demand 
that school-children should decide the question. 
The committee did well to say it might be harmful·; 
the committee might have gone farther and said 
not only that it might be harmful, but that it 
could not be anything else than harmful. It 
would be a downright imposition as well. 

Yet it was not exactly this phase of the que'sc 
tion that the committee referred to when it said it 
might be harmful. It was the fact that the chil~ 
dren would discover "that apparently good men 
differ concerning the very foundation of' morality," 
and'.would thus be led to doubt whether there is 
any real foundation for ruoral~ty, and consequentfy. 
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would be landed plumply into skepticism: Of 
this the committee .right well be afraid, because 
it would be the inevitable result of every attem1)t 
of the State to inculcate morality. The grounds 
of morality lie beyond the natural. They are 
w\1olly in the realm of the spiritual, and can be 
only spiritu..tlly discerned. But no man can be
come spiritually-minded except by faith in Jesus 
Christ. . Faith in. Christ purifies the heart and 
enlightens the mind. By it the love of God is 
shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, 
which writes the law of God-the sum of all mo
rality-anew upon the heart and in the mind. 
Thus it at once appears that there is no real mo
rality in this world, except that dlifJ11 is grounded , 
upon, and springs from, faith in Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, when the State requires that morality 
shall be taught in the public school, it must 
either require .a religious test as a qualification for 
the office of public-school teacher, which cani'es 
with it ail established religion and a State creed, 
or else require the teacher to give instruction in 
regard to that • which it is impossible for him 
clearly to discern. But as in this proposed sys
tem it is argued that the State is not to apply a 
religious test, the other alternative is the only 
one that remains; but the teacher, not being. able 
clearly to discern the matter himself, cannot con
vey any clear idea to the pupils, and will almost 
certainly disagree with his fellow-teachers as to 
the real grounds of moral responsibility and the 
basis of choice and action; therefore it is impossible 
that the children can get any real moral good from 
it, and may be counted fortunate if they do l:wt get 
positive moral harm by being led to skepticism 
on the one hand, or to naturalism in morals on 
the other hand. _ 

All.this only shows what is readily proved 
from every phase of the subject, namely, that 
with the teaching of religion or morality the State 
cannot h:we anything to do. That is committed 
by the Lord -to the church and the family only. 
If .these fail, the failure is complete, and all that 
the State can do in any effort to supply the lack, 
is only to make a bad matter worse. The State 
can have nothing to do with moraiity or immo
rality; it has to do enly with civility or incivility. 
The church is God's means, by persuasive teach
ing, of inculcating morality; the State is God's 
mettns, by the exertion of force, of compelling 
those to be civil who will not be moral. 

A. T. J. 

Is the Danger Real? 

· RELIGious liberty has been so long enjoyed in 
this country that most people have an idea that 
it rtever can be otherwise. This, however, is only 
because they have given the matter little or no 
s~rious thought. Every unbiased person who has 
watched carefully the signs of the times for the · 
last-twenty years, or even the last ten years, can
not fail to notice during that time a rapid change 
in public sentiment in regard to the subject of 
g0vernm~ntal interference in matters, if not 
directly religious, at least closely akin to religion. 
. A little over twenty-five years ago the National 

Reform Association was organized, its avowed 
- object being to so change the Constitution of the · 

United States "as to place all ouriChristian laws, 
institutions, a.nd usages on an undeniable legal 

. basis in the fundamental law of the, land." This, 
as they themselves understand and explain it, 
wonld be to recognize Cliristianity as the true 
religion, and to make the Bible the basis of civil 
legislation. This they fondly imagine would not 

be a union of Church and State; but that it 
would be, has been many times shown in this 
paper. We will briefly review one or two of t.he 
arguments which show that this would be a virt
ual union ?f Church and State. 

IUs certain that if Christianitj is to be recog
nized as the· true religion, somebody must define 
what Christianity is. That definition must be 
that which somebody believes, and that which is 
believed is a creed ; for the simplest definition of 
creed is " that which is believed." It matters 
not whether there be one article or forty articles 
in a creed, it is a creed nevertheless. This is 
illustrated in the case of the Unitarians, who have 
reduced their creed to a single 'article of faith. 

Neither does it alter the case if those who 
unite in forming this creed should ~iffer upon 
many points not defined in the crl"ed. This is 
illustrated by the fact that in almost all churches 
we find a multitude of various opinions held 
upon what are called minor points, or "non
essentials." Churches are formed, at least now
adays, by people getting together and uniting on 
a few doctrines which they term "essentia.l." 
And just so with those who favor official recogni
tion of Christianity; should they be successful 
they would unite upon what they would deem to 
be a few "essential" points upon which the great 
majority could agree, and that .would of necessity. 
be the established religion of the United States. 
'Vhat degree of tole1;ation would be granted 
to dissenters would proba].>ly be determined by 
circumstances.· 

But we will suppose, and indeed it will proba
bly be claimed by many, that the matter would 
not be carried so far as we have indicated. Pos
sibly not at first; but suppose it is only carried 
so far as to make the Scriptures, or 'the law of 
God, the fundamental law of the 11\.nd, would the 
case then be very much different? It would not, 
for in that event some authority, either the courts 
as. ·at present constituted, or some tribunal cre
ated for that express purpose, would have to 
decide when legislation had been modeled in ac
cordance with the law of God. This would be 
absolutely necessary from the fact that even the 
most ultra National ReformE:1rs would not wish to 
have enforced all the laws contained in the 
Bible. It is held by everybody that many of 
these statutes were only for the Jews. Hence if 

. the Bible were'to be the f~ndamentallaw of the 
land, the courts, or the tribunal created for that. 
purpose, would have to decide what principles of 
the Bible should' be followed in moulding our 
Legislatures; and then when laws had been 
passed, if they were disputed, some tribunal 
would have to decide ,vhet.her or not these laws 
were in accordance with the law of God. This 
the National Reformers have themselves declared 
they would not permit the courts t? do, but that 
the churches would decide such _questions, and 
then the civil government would· enforce their 
decisions. 

But it may be objected that the National Re
formers are comparatively few in numbers, that 
their views are radical and ultra, and can never · 
be adopted in tlliS country. Let us examine that - \ 

proposition a little. Twenty-five years ago, wheri 
the National Reform As~q~iation was first orgarl
ized, it was few in numbers and exerted but very · 
little i;1fiuence. Since that time it has grown · 
both in n~mbers and in influence, until now it 
numbers among its many vice-presidents, senators, 
governors ,of Stat#s, judges of supreme courts; 
editors of newspapers, judges of dietrict courts, 

presidents of oolleges, besides many other lead
ing men. But more tha1.1 aU this, it now has 
several powerful a1lies which it did not have five 
years ago,, viz., the 'V oman's Ohrist.ian Temper
ance Union, the Prohibition party, and the 
American Sabbath Union. 

Perhaps .none of these organizations are_ at 
present in favor of going quite as far as are the 
National Reformers themselves, but they advo
cate the saii!_e principles, and whether they realize 
it or not, whe~ once started upon 'the National 
Reform road it will be impossible for· them to 
stop short of the logical conclusion, without re
pudiating the very principles which they now 
hold dear. The case of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union ·will illustrate this. They 
have declared that it is their .object to make 
Christ "this world's king," "king Qf its courts, 
its camps, its politics," and that his will is to 
govern all things. That is simply putting in a 
little more flowery language the declaration of 
the National Reformers themselves, that the 
Biple 1shall be the fundamental law of the land, . 
and everytl1ing that logically follows such a 
course as that would follow the other. ' 

Again, many will object to classing the Pro
hibition party with the National Reformers, but 
as we regard it, that is wl1ere it belongs. They 
have repeatedly declared in their platforms, both 
State and national, in favor of Sabbath legisla
tion, and for such a recognition of religion as 
would make it necessary for our courts to decide 
religious questions. They have not gone so far, 
it is true, as either of the other organizations 
referred to, hut they are in a fair· way, sooner or 
later, to~ reach the same conclusion. In fact, 
they must do it or repudiate past utterances. 

As to the American Sabbath Union, so called, 
it is so Closely identified with the National Re
form Association that but few will deny its tend
ency is in the same direction. It advocates 
governmental interference in matters of religion; 
and altogether the organizations named. form, a 
gigantic religious combination to effect a political 
object; and this, a committee of the United States 
Senate declared in 1828 was dangerous. The 
question then for copsideration was a petition to 
suspend the carrying of the mails on Sunday. 
'fhe committee in reporting on that petition 
said:.:_ 

"Extensive religious combinations to effect a polit
ical object are, in· the opinion of the committee, al
ways dangerous. This firsL effort of the kind calls for 
the establishment of a principle which, in the opin
ion of the committee, would lay th<:l foundation for 
dangerous innovations upon the spirit of the Consti
tution, and upon the ·religious rights of tho citizen. 
If admitted, it may be justly apprehenJed that the 

, future measures of the government will be strongly 
marked, if not eventually controlled, by the saQ:J,e 
influence." 

That was true then; it is none the less true 
now. 

But this is not all ; if it were, the danger would 
be comparatively small compared with what it 
really is. It may be thought by some that if 
even Protestant sects could unite to carry out a 
scheme of this kind, it would be impossible for 
Protestants:. and Catholics to unite in it. So it 
seemed a few years ago, but .times change and 
people with them, and reljgious bigotry as well as 
politics makes.:Stl".ange ·bedfello,vs. In an article 
in th,IOi(Ohri.~tian Statesman of August 31, 1881,, 
Rev:. Sylvester ,Scovel, writing of the desirability 
of uniting with Roman Catholics for the ~pm:pose 
of securing so-called National Heform, said:--
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"We may be subjected to some rebuffs in our fu;st 
proffers, and the time has not yet come when the 
Roman Church will consent to strike hands with 
other churches, as such ; but the time has come to 
make repeated advances, and gladly to accept co
operation in any form in which they may be willing 
to exhibit. It is one of the necessities of the situa
tion." 

The same sentiment was expressed by the 
ChriStian Statesman, Dec. 11, 1884, in these 
words: "Whenever they [the Catholics] are will
ing to co-operate in resisting the progress of polit
ical atheism, we will gladly join hands with them.'' 
This shows what Protestants are willing to do. 
But let us see how the Catholics look at this. 
We have their answer given in the Baltimore 
Convention, which closed its session in that city 
on the 11th ult. In the platform adopted by 
that congress the Catholics say:-

" There are many Christian issues in which the 
Catholics could come together with non-Catholics and 
shape civillegi~lation for the public good. In spite 
of rebuff and injutttice, and overreaching zealotry, 
we should seek an alliance 'with the non-Catholics 
for proper Sunday observance." 

When two parties are so earnestly seeking each 
other, there can be no question but that they will 
soon come together. For the purpose of "resist
ing political atheism," by which they mean the 
secular theory of government, which has been, 
thus far, the prevailing one iu this country, the 
Catholics and Protestants, so called, are now virt
ually one; for they have the same object in 
view. And if in 1828 there was danger in a 
combination formed by some sixty thousand 
Protestants to accomplish a political object, viz., 
the discontinuance of mails on Sunday, how 
much greater is the danger when ten million 
Catholics unite with an equal if not larger 
number of Protestants, to demand, not only the 
disbontinuance of the mails on Sunday, but that 
the Constitution of .the nation shall be moulded 
"according to the principles of 'the church." 

There is danger, and not the least danger lies 
in the fact of the indifference of those who, while · 
not in sympathy with this National Reform 
scheme, do not actively oppose it, and think that 
it· can never amount to anything. Americans 
would do well to remember that "eternal vigi
lance is the price of liberty." 

C. P. BoLLMAN. 

Christianity and the State. 

THE bishop of Peterborough presided at the 
diocesan conference at Leicester yesterday. Sum
ming up a discourse on Socialism, the bishop said 
they must be careful, while kpowing that many 
of the advocates of Socialism held doctrines 
which were very dangerous, that they give full 
credit to the nobility of motive and tenderness of 
sympathy with suffering and wrong which had 
stirred many of those persons. 

Christianity, ]wwever, made no claim to re-: 
arrange the economic relations of men in the 
State and in society, and he hoped_ he would be 
understood when he said plainly that it was his 
firm belief that any Christian State carrying out 
in all its relations the sermon on the mount could 
not ex:ist for a week. 
. It was perfectly clear that a Stftte could not 

<lontinue to,. exl.h upon what were commonly 
<lalled Christian principles, and it was a mist.ake 

·Jtt)! attempt to turnJ10hrist's :kingdomcinto one of 
this world. To introduce the. principl~s of 
(Jhristianity into the laws of the State would. 
lea'll•IJ9 absoiute intolerance. The law of Chris-

tianity was self-sacrifice, impelled by love ; the 
principle of the State was justice, impelled by 
force. The State l1ad to do justice between man 
and man, and to ,restrain violence; the duty: of 
the church was clear, namely, not to. voice , 
Christian principles ?.n tl1e statute-book, but to 
inculcate in the minds of men, both capitalist 
and laborer alike, to do unto others as they 
would others should do unto them; to infuse into 
the minds of men the great principles of justice, 
to try to make labor just toward capital, and cap
ital just and fair toward labor-London8tandard. 

Why Not Bless a Republic? 

SoME people seem surprised that a Catholic 
archbishop should giye his blessing to the New 
Brazilian republic, as though the Catholic. 
Church was necessarily opposed to republican 
governments. The form of government is not of. 
so much consequence to Rome as lwr opportunity 
to manipulate the government for the benefit of 
the church. True, the Roman Church is an 
absolute monarchy so far as church government 
is concerned, but she is shrewd enough to make 
the most of every situation. , And while the 
popular voice in Brazil was for a republic, it was 
characteristic of Jesuitical policy to ride in. with 
the tide, and be present at the christening. It 
would have been poor policy for "the ·church" 
to have tuken any chances on losing its prestige 
in the country at such a crisis. vVe may rest 
assured that the "blessing" in this case was, first, 
for the benefit of the church and its establish-

fairs; must constantly exert the utmost vigilance and 
energy to prevent the usage of liberty from going be
yond the limits fixed by God's law. All Catholics 
should do all in their power to cause the constitution 
of States anillegislation to be modeled to the princi
ples of the true church. All Catholics and journal
ists should never lose for an instant from view the 
above prescriptions. AU Catholics should redouble 
their submission to authority, and unite their heart 
and soul and body and mind in defense of the church 
and Christian wisdom." 

Catholics in the United States have been remark
ably persistent and successful in carrying out the 
designs of the Vatican government as above ex:
pres~ed. They have been more successful than 
they could have been under any other form of 
government, for the very reason advanced by La 
Patrie,-that there is greater opportunity for 
them to get into official position. 

A republic may enact and enforce statutes in
imical to religious liberty just as rigidly as a 
monarchy, provided the majority are in favor of 
such legislation, or provided a majority in the 
law-making' bodies may be influenced in any way 
to legislate in such a manner. And those relig
ionists who favor church domination in civil 
affairs are never conscienjous as to whether the 
majority are pleased or not, so long as the desired 
end is accomplished. 

It has been demonstrated in several States of 
this "land of. the free," that religious· persecution 
of a most cruel nature may find legal sanction, 
aided and abetted by even ProtePtant churcl10s, 
and that so late as the year 1889. It is no argu
ment that a church power, whether Roman Cath
olic or Roman Protestant, may be safely intrusted 

ment in the new order of things. with the helm of state because the government 
But we must not forget that Romanism finds is republican in form. If the Constitution or 

many good opportunities in a republic which she ·the statutes declare for any religious dogma, 
does not find in some monarchies, especially in and there be penalty attached for violation of 
those monarchies where the State churches are the law, a republic may go just as far in the ex
anti-Ctttholic. There is no doubt that the ernis- ecution of that penalty as the most absolute 
saries of Rome find far less hindrance to their · monarchy. The same spirit that demands and 
aggressive .work in the United States than in. has power to enforce such legislation, will· see 
Russia, Germany, England, or, we might say, that it is enforced, no niatter what the form of 
Italy, Catholic as it is. The key to the favorable government.. And imprisonment, cgnfiscation of 
opportuuities which a republic offet·s to Catholi- · property, and death, are no milder· penaltie.s 
cism is found in the following sentiment expressed under a republican government than under a 
in La Patrie, published in Montreal:- monarchy; and these things are the ultimatum 

"Nothing in the Constitution of the United States of all unrestrained reli6ious dogmatism, whet·
prevents a Canadian Catholic from entel;ing the ever there are those who refuse to bow to its 
White House, while, so long as the sovereign who as-
cends the British throne is compelled to take an oath . mandates. 
of Protestanti~m, so long will our religion stand at a The great strength of the National Reform 
disadvantage under the British flag. Is not this suf- schemes in the United States lies not in the fact that 
ficient to point out many advantages that would ac- the majority favor such measures, but in the fact 
crue to our nationality were we once to be enrolled 
under the starry banner? There were Catholics sit- t.llat the majority are resting in the delusion that 
ting in the American Congress long before the gates such legislation as is proposed never . can be en
of Parliament were opened to them in Great Britain. forced in a republic. They argue that the . pea
AU this should point out to every true Canadian the ple would rise in their might in defense of their 
course. he should pursue. Further, let us proclaim 
the United States of Canada, Qr seek our p1'oper liberties. ·But a people who will quietly .stand 
refuge beneath the protecting wings of the American and look on while the shackles are being riveted 
eagle." upon them, will not afterwards make a v~ry 

There is no power on earth so quick as that of 
Rome to recognize the force of the motto dis
played upon the American Sabbath .Union letter-. 
heads, namely," Office is opportunity." Catholics 
are specially enjoined by the pope to "penetrate. 
wherever possible in the administration of civil 
affairs." Ii1 1885 Pope Leo XIII. issued the 
following Encyclical:-

" We exhort all Catholics who would devote care
ful attention to public ma~te~, to take an active part 
in all municipal affairs and e1ections, and to further the 
principleltofthe church in all privat~1Jl@rvices, meet
ings, and gatherings. All Catholics must make them
selves felt as active elements in daily political life in 
the countries where they live. They must penetrate 
wherever possible in th(\ administration of'eivil af-

formidable resistance. ' 
But what ground is there for indulging the 

delusion that there is no danger of persecution 
for conscience' sake in a republic? Do not laws 
which, if carried out, would work such results, 
already ex:ist in many of the States of this Union, 
merely awaiting a like action on the part of the 
general government to give full vent to their in
tolerant provisions? Are the people of the Unite<l 
States any different in their temperament from 
the people of the individual States? When 
nearly all the States are indulging in Sunday 
laws1 is it reasonable to maintain that the general 
government cannot be turned into the same 

·channel? The same influence that carries all 
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the States singly, when combined may fairly ex
pect to carry the whole lump. And no religious 
.hierarchy or other religious combination aiming 
for civil power ever yet knew where to stop 
when once it was able to set the ball in motion. 

There need be no surprise that Rome would 
bless the republic of Brazil. She would bless 
anything for the .sake of getting a leading influ
ence. She would even bless the excommuni
cated king of Italy, were he to restore the temporal 
power of the pope. Nor need we feel secure 
against the spirit of religious intolerance merely 
because we live in a great republic. "Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty," no matter what 
the character of the government. It matters not 
whether the church be Catholic or Pro~stant, 
or whether the State be monarchical or republi
can -the union of Church and State is death to 
the,liherties of the pe~ple. W. N. GLENN. 

An Appeal to the Baptists. 

BAPTis_:rs can boast no ordinary ancestry. 
W ycliffe, Huss, the "vValdenses, Albigenses, and 
hosts of noble men and women reaching into the 
earliest ages of the Christian era, were Baptists. 
They held the truth on more points than that of 
baptism. Says Benedict in his "History of the 
Baptists," they were "always found on the side of 
religious liberty.'' This is, perhaps, too little un
derstood. Jesus first introduced it to the world 
in the land of Judea, when he said," Render there
fore unto Cresar the things which are Cresar's; 
and unto God the things that are God's." Matt. 
22:21. Civil power belongs to Cresar; that which 
pertains to the conscience belongs to God. 

Civil government may be illustrated as follows. 
A dozen men emigrate to some wild land together. 
Every one of these men has certain personal "in
alienable rights." Suppose each , one stands 
guard over his own rights from tne encroach
ments of the other eleven, as well as from the 
attacks of surrounding foes. Think you there 
would be much chance for real union and broth
erly kindness among them? ·Tired at length 
of living with his hand against every man, and 
every man's hand against him, each one of these 
twelve concludes to delegate his power to some 
one of their number, whom they unanimously 
choose. Accordingly, they draw up a declaration 
of rights, agree upon rules of conduct, define the 
penalties for their violation, and delegate-to their 
chosen representative the executive power. All 
these colonists unite their powers for mutual as
sistance. ;Everyone ·now has twelve times as 
much protection as he had before, with none of 

·the cruel suspicion, care, and selfishness, and with 
a far wider sphere of usefulness and happiness. 

How much power has he who'is elected head 
or. ruler?-Just as much and no more than the 
eleven had to give to him. Such is civil govern
ment. The Lord has a moral government over 
all his creatures, a moral law for them, i. e., the 
ten commandments, with power to enforce its 
obedience under penalties which in his own time 
will_be inflicted. It is s:;tcrilege for a civil, gov
ernment to touch in any way God's govern
ment, compelling man to obedience. God him
self does not do this. While he invite.s the 
sinner, he does not .force him to obey, and he has 
never authorized man to do so .. , He· leaves each 
one free to Believe, or to disbelieve and perish. 
This is religimts Uberty. 

Has man any right whatever to change the 
plan of God? Baptists have always said, No; yet 

there is a people in our midst who are endeavoring 
most earnestly, with influence and means, to bring 
about such a change in the Constitution of these 
Uuited States that laws n1ay be made to com
pel the conscience of men, thus uniting civil with 
ecclesiastical power. 

They had a trial of this unholy union in the 
early settlement of New England. "Religous free
dom and religious intolerance governed respect
ively the adjoining colonies of Boston and Ply
mouth. The settlers at Plymouth were organized 
as a church before they left Holland, and as such 
they landed on our shores. This church was 
formed on the principle of entire separation from, 
and independence of, all human authority. An
other principle adopted by the church at Plymouth 
was that ecclesiastical censories are wholly spirit
pal, and not accompanied with temporal penalties. 
The first settlers at Boston and vicinity belonged, 
for the most part, to the other class of non-con-· 
formists who did not, while in England, separate 
wholly from the Established Church, though they 
opposed her corruptions. w·hen at length they 
embarked for America, they came as members of 
the Church of England. (It will be remembered 
that this church has always held to the union of 
civil and · religious power:) It is a well-known 
fact that most of the persecuting measures which 
disgraced those Anglo-Puritans, and were for ages 
a source of vexation and annoyance to all dis
senters from their petty hierarchy, were carried on 
by the Boston Company and their descendants; 
while in aU the region of the Plymouth settlers, 
a mild, benignant toleration, with scarce an ex
ception, was always enjoyed."-Benedict's History, 
pages 427, 428. 

Baptist ministers, writing from these colonies, 
said: "It seems strange that Christians in New 
England should pursue the very same persecuting 
measures which they fled from old England to 
avoid."~Ib., p. 387. 

In the case of Sir Roger Williams, the same 
historian says: " But the most obnoxious position, 
and indeed the heresy of all others the most dan
gerous and pestilential in the estimation of the 

· Puritan Fathers, was that the civil magistrates 
had no right to punish breaches of the first table, 

. or, to vary the expression, to legislate in matters 
of conscience and religion."-P. 432. Gover
nor Winthrop testifies of Roger W'illiams ( "It 
thus appears that the object of the government in 
directing his immediate apprehen:~ion at the time, 
was to prevent the-establishment of a colony in 
which the civil authority should not be permitted 
to interfere with the religious opinions of the citi
zens." Sir Roger 'Williams was a Baptist. His 
broad, clear-minded views, his self-sacrificing ad- · 
herence to the right, did much in moulding New 
England and giving her a world-wide fame for 
staunch integrity, though Connecticut retained 
her sacro-secular power till 1818, and Massachu
setts till 1833. On this subject see "Emancipa
tion of Massachusetts" and similar works. 

It was in view of the fearful results of uniting 
civil with ecclesiastical power in New England, 
that the far-seeing, noble men who framed the 
Constitution of the United States purposely left 
out of it all mention of God or his worship. We 
have prospered ui-Ider this Constitution into the 
greatest nation in the world; is the next chapter 
in our history to be a religious aespotism.? 

. I am a Baptist, the child of a Baptist as far 
back as I can trace my lineage, through New
port, Rhode Island, to New England. Shall we 
prove recreant no\v to the principles for which our 

fathers !lUffered? Can we cry, with Rev. Herrick 
Johnson, of Chicago, while interfering with God's 
government in trying to enforce Sunday rest, "0h 
for one breath of the Puritan ! " ? Will we not 
seize the already drooping colors of American 
religious liberty and bear it aloft in this crisis, in 
the eyes of a gazing world and an approving 
heaven ?-1~f. E. Steward, A.M., in Florida Bap
tist Witness, Attgust 21, 1889. 

Some Points of Interest. 

IT seems that the Sunday-law fever has struck 
Riverside, this State, and the city council l1as 
been asked to pass a Sunday ordinance Which 
shall supply, at least to some extent, the lack of'a 
State statute upon the subject. Referring to this 
movement, the Press and Hortieultttrist, the lead
ing paper of that thriving Southern city, says:-

"Although we have the highest respect for those 
who urge this step, we cannot feel that such . an act 
would be· txpedient. "\Ve have already too many 
laws, and are ·endeavoring to secure by statute that 
which should be the voluntary act of the citizen. It 
is not known to just what length it i,; desired to go in 
this matter, but if it is merely to. prevent things 
which are evil there is a more effectual way of reach
ing them, and one which can have less doubt regard
ing its constitutionality or propriety. We allude to 
restrictions as to time of closing of places of business 
under a business license. Such a method will not 
make it a crime to take a ride or other innocent en
tertainment with one's family, nor attempt to inter
fere with the freedom of the individual in other di
rections. • It will be aimed alone at an evil it desires 
to cure, No local Sunday law can reach those who 
privately indulge in billiards and cards ( n Sunday. 
But a police regulation may preventtiHim where they 
are publicly carried on, as well and possibly better
better because it would have almost unanimous pub
lic sentiment to back it-than a re1igious ordi-
nance. ,, 

" It is too generally assumed that it is the atheistic 
and irreligious classes alone who bject to a Sunday 
law. Such is not the case. There ·are those who 
ask in the name of their religion that Sunday be not 
made a religious day, because they hold that another 
day is the onewhichshould be observed. It is frue that 
this element is a small minority, but its rig ts should 
be held no less sacred than those of such as believe 
Sunday to be the holy day. 

" Rowdyism and immorality are more objection
able when obtrusive on a day which a large majority 
of the people hold in reverence; and yet majority 
should not rashly legislate in m tters of c nscience." 

There are a few points of interest in tl1ese par
agraphs which we wish to notice. It is true, as 
the Press says, that no Sunday law can reach 
those who privately play cards and billiards on 
Sunday, but there is one thing that Sunday laws 
can do, they can and do caus'l a great deal of 
private gambling, drinking, and other abomi!la- ~ 
tions on Sunday. To foster idleness is to foster 
immorality in those not restrained by strong re
ligious convictions, hence not only the folly but 
the wickedness of civil laws requiring people to 
keep a Sabbath. Those who-have a conscientious 
regard for any day will keep it without a law, 
while those who have no such convictions, though 
they may be compelled to abstain from labor, 
business, and public amusements, will be all the 
more likely to engage in objectionable private 
practices. 

As the Press remarks, the a.theistic and irrelig
ious classes are not the only ones who object to 
the Sunday laws; but suppose they were; has 
the State a right to. require ah 'atheist_ to ob:
serve Sunday, or any other day, simply because 
he is an atheist? We have·no right to say that 
because theat.heist is in error he has no rights. 
The State cannot decide wlw is in error, or if. it 
does so,decide, where slmll it stop? If it can de-
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dde between the Christian and the atheist; it has 
an equal right to decide between the several sects 
of :chriJ:Stians, and there is no place to stop short 

·of the Papacy. 
. Rowdyism should be prohibited on all days; 
but immorality, un1~s carried to the point of in
civility, does iwt come within the purview of hu
Jmtillaws. Probably, however, by "immorality" 
the Press means only such things as might prop
erly be forbidden by civil 'law, that is, things 
which iri their very nature are uncivil. 

His Own Definition. 

"OuT oF THE Foa," 1\f. A. G. lifts l1is voice to 
say, "Each of the ten commandments is a civil 
Jaw;" "\Ve would like to ask how civil govern
ment can enforce the commandment, "Thou shalt 
n~t covet·"? Civil governmenf deals with the 
a;ctions of men. It cannot touch the thoughts; 
but every one of the ten commandments reach 
tl;e thoughts. He who hates his brother is a 
murderer. 1 John 3: 15. To lust is to break 

· .the seventh commandment. Matt. 5: 28. \Vith 
t4e rnind we keep the law of God. Rom. 7 : 25. 
Unless civil government by torture or some simi

, lar means can wrench from the unwilling mind 
its most secret thought, it cannot enforce the 

· moral law. He who proposes that the' ten 
commandments be enforced by our government, 
tn other words that man shall stand in the place 
of God to exec~te his laws, proposes the establis1;
ment 0f an American papacy, and must logically 
insist upon the re-establishment of tlle holy 

_ .fnquisitfon, with its rack and thumb-screw. 
If the ten commandments i:o . the <jvil law, 

"Will our b~other tell us what is the ecclesiastical 
law? He says, "Ecclesiastical law pertains to 
the doctrines, worship, and government of the 
churcl1; these . are never to be enforced' by the 
civil penalties and laws of the State." We ask if 
Sunday keei)ing is not a doctrine of the church? 

·Then, according to the quotation above, it can 
never be enforced by civil penalties. But Brother 
. Gault wishes to have Sunday laws enforced. 
Thus, according to his own definit·ion of a union 

. of Church and State, he is in favor of it. He 
says "the ten .. commandment.s wa_:; the ,civil 
constitution Chnst gave the natwn ot Israel, and 
advocates the adoption of the same constitution 
for our nation. But Israel wasa theocracy-a 
union of Church and State. Then again we ask if 
Brot.her Gault is not in favor of a union of Church 
and State'? The oi1ly difference between Israel's 
theocracy and the one proposed by 111. A. G. is 
tl1at the government of Israel was a God-made 
tbeoCJ;acy, but the one he proposes will be a man
made theocracy. Our government punishes mur
der, not bec·ause it is irreligious, but because it is 
uncivil. Webster's definition of civil is, "Per
taining to a city or State, or a citizen in his rela
tion to his fellow-citizens or to the State." The 
definition of religion is, "The recognition of Gorl 
as an object of worship, love, and obedien~e.:' 
\Vith these definitions it is clearly seen that c!Vll 
government can never make or enforce religious 
laws.- W, in Prohibit'ion Journal. 

A ToRONTO (Canada) dispatch of the 14th ult. 
says:-
. ''The Baptist congress to-day discussed Sabb~th ob
servance. The trend of thought was very liberal. 
It was contended by many speakers that the splution 
of the problem of how best to achieve Sabbath ob
servance is found in the amelioration of the condition 
·o'f the masses in. <;ities. Swiday street-cars, news
papers, and railway travel were all condemned." 

1'oronto now has, it is said, the most stringent 
Sunday laws of any city on this continent, and 

we can't see what more the friends of that day 
want unless indeed it is a law compeiiing people 
to go to church; and without street-cars how can 
many of them go? Possibly, however, if they 
have not Sunday papers to read, time would hang 
so .heavily on their hands that they would be 
willing to· walk over long distances to hear preach
ing. 

Mrs. Bateham and the Sunday News~ 
Papers. 

THE regular serviyes at Dr. Goodwin's. church 
Sunday last were diversified by a discourse from 
1\f.rs. Josephine C. Bate ham, of Columbus, Ohio, 
on the question of Sunday Observance. 1\frs. 
Bateham, i.nthe course of her declamation, picked 
out the Sunday newspaper, made Saturday, as the 
arch-agency which fills the home "with worse 
than demoralizing thoughts and influences," and 
demanded that it be "stamped out of existence." 
Upon this point the secular Tribune would reason 
a little with Mrs. Bateham. 

If Mrs. Bat.eham desires to "stamp the Sun
day paper out of existence" there is but one way 
it1 which she has any right to do the stamping. 
Mrs. Bateham may exercise l1er anthority in JJet· 
own home. She a"1ay forbid her husband to take 
the Sunday paper. This she may do-if she can. 
She can gather her sons together, if she has any, 
and coerce them to the same extent, arid if her 
authority is as complete as it should be, and the 
family has been kept in the proper subjection, she 
will succeed in banishing the Sunday paper from 
the Bateham house. She also has the right to 
go to other women and induce them to exercise 
their rights as family bosses, and· to the extent 
that the Sunday paper is suppressed the degree 
of diseipline which their families are under w:ll 
be demonstrated. To this extent Mrs. Bateham 
has the undoubted right to go in "stamping the 
Sunday paper out of existence," but no farther. 
She has no authority to use carnal weapons in her 
warfare in order to inaugurate a more somber 
course of reading on Sunday. So far as llCr own 
family is concernedher limitations are clearly de
fined. Buf there is nothing in the Constitution 
or laws which forbids a man from reading a news
paper Sunday. She has neither divine right nor 
constitutional right nor any other right to enforce 
any regulation on people· outside of her own 
household with regard to Sunday newspapers. 
If she has authority enough to coerce her hus
band and sons, and influence enough to induce 
other women to boss their husbands and sons, 
that is her p~ivilege. There are some women in 
Chicago who share Mrs. Bateham's sentiments. 

, If they can coerce their husbands and sons, that 
is their right. But there are 200,000 men of 
adult age here in Chicago, and almost as many 
women, who want to read the Sunday papers, and 
will insist on the privilege. How are they to be 
prevented? and who will do it ?-Oliicago Trib
une. 

THE following, from the California Prohibition
ist of August, is sensible :-

"If Cincimiati wants to settle the contest with the 
saloons in the easiest manner, let her close the sa
loons every day in the week as well as Sun<lay. 
'There is no sense in allowing the traffic six days 
hi which to get up muscle with which to fight the 
law on the seventh." . 

It is refreshing to find a Prohibition organ that 
is consistent on this point. There. is really no 
more rel'ation between Sunday laws and Prohibi
tion than Sunday laws 1tnd tariff reform. ·we 
are glad to find our contemporary a .consistent 
Prohibitionist.-Signs of the Times. 

Toleration and Liberty. 

AN edict or act of toleration is a grant of 
the civil government, which authorizes religious 
societies dissenting from the State religion to 
worship according to the dictates of conscience 
without liability to persecution. Such an edict 
always presupposes a religion established by law 
and supported by theState, and the right of tlw 
State to control public worship. Toleration 
may proceed from necessity, or from prudence, 
or from indifference, or from liberality and an en
larged view of truth and right. It may be ex
tended or withdrawn by the government; but it 
is usua1ly the entering wedge for religious liberty 
and legal equality. , 

There is a wide difference between toleration 
and liberty. The one is a concession, the other a 
right; the one is a matter of expediency, the 
other a principle; the one is a gift of man, the 
other, a gift of God. · 

Toleration implies more or less censure or ais
approval. '\Ve tolerate or endure what we dis
like but cannot prevent. The most despotic 
governments are tolerant towards subjects who 
are too numerous or too useful to be killed or ex
iled. Russia tolerates Romanists, Prote;:;tauts,Jews, 
and Mohammedans; Turkey tolerates "Chris
tian dogs," and likes them to prey upon each other; 
but woe to him in either country who apostatizes 

. from the State religion, or attempts to induce any 
member of the sallle to apostasy. Toleration 
is first sought and granted as a favor, then de
manded and conceded as a right, and at last 
spurned as an insult. · In a free country nobody 
wants to be tolerated fi>r his religious opinion:;! or 
sacred convictions. 

Religious liberty is a natural, fundamental, and 
inalienable right of every man. It is founded in 
the sacredness of conscienee, which is the voice of 
God in man, and above the reach and control of 
human authority. There is a law above ali 
human laws. It is written not on parchment 
and tables of stone, but on the heart of man }>y 
the fingerof God. Itisthatlawwhichcommands 
with the categorical imperative, and which filled 
the philosopher Kant with ever-growing rever
ence and awe. "We must obey God more than 
man." He and he alone is the author and lord 
of conscience, and no power .on earth . has a right 
to interpose itself between them. "Every man 
stands or falls to his own lord." Liberty of con
science requires liberty of worship as its mani
festation. To grant the former and to deny tho 
latter is to imprison conscience and to promote 
hypocrisy or infidelity. Religion is in its natltre 
voluntary, ,and ceases to be religion in proi)Or
tion as it is forced. God wants· free worshipers, 
and no others. 

Toleration is an intermediate state between re
ligious persecution and religious liberty. Perse
cution results from the union of Church and 
State; toleration, from a relaxation of that un
ion; full religious liberty and legal equality 
require a peaceful separation of the spiritual 
and secular powers.\ 

The theory of medieval Europe was intoler
ance and persecution; the theory of modern Eu
rope is toleration; the theory of North Ameriea 
is religious liberty and equality. The Papal 
Church is constitutionalJy exclusive. and intoler
ant, and treats every departure from it as dam· . 
nable heresy and schism. On the Continent a 
distinction is made between official churches and 
tolerated sects; in England, between t:i1e estab
lished churches and societies of dissenters. In 
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the United States all forms of Christianity are 
equal before the law, and there is !}O distinction 
between cburchmen and sectaries, or dissenters. 
All enjoy the full right of self-government, and 
the protection of the laws of the laud.-Dr. 
Schaff, in Religious Freedom. 

A Sound. Opinion. 

THE Atlanta Constitution of Nov. 22, 1889, 
gives an account of a divorce case in Texas in
volving the question of religious liberty. The 
petjtioner for th~ divorce set forth as the ground 
of his petition that a band of religionists calling 

. themselves "sanctificationists" held, among other 
things, that it was sinful for a female sanctifica
tionist to live with a husband. that did not believe ' 
in the doctrine of sanctification; that his wife 
had become a sanctificationist; and thus a "de
stroyer had crept into his home and made deso
late all that was once happy.'' It seems that the 
case waf:l presented to a jury, and the jury granted 
a decree of divorce. The wife appealed the 
case to the Supreme Court. There the decree 
was promptly set aside. The court gave the 
following reason for its decision:-

" In view of the constitutional provision securing to 
'all men the right to worship almighty God accord
ing to the dictates of their own conscience,' and 
asserting that 'no human authority ought in any 
caile whatever to control or interfere with the rights 
of conscience in matters of religion,' we do not think 
that the question as to the doctrines or practices of 
the sanctificationists ought to have been permitted to 
enter to any extent into the trial. -

"It was defendant's right to have any religious 
belief, or none, as best suited het'. If her conduct as 
a wife was such as to furnish her husband grounds 
for divorce, the acts themselves would be the only 
prope:r subjects to investigate, without any regard to 
the religious connections which led to them .. If her 
conduct was blameless it was useless to allege and 
prove that her religious connections inculcated evil · 
views and practices." 

That decision is sound. The distinction made 
between actions and religious profession is clear 
and 8istinct. This is the genuine American doc~ 
trine. ·we wish all the courts in the country 
would see this question in as clear a view as did 
the Texas Supreme Court in this C!c).se. 

THE editor of the New York Jottrnal of Com
merce, a professed Protestant, has gone over to 

. the Catholic view of the public-school question. 
In a recent editorial he says:-:-

"Ifwe are asked whether we favor the appropria
tion of the public money to such sectarian schools, 

· we answer with a decided negative. But we do say 
that if a Romanist is taxed to support a school which 
is a stench in his nostrils, and the godless character 
of which is essential to the fairness of the system, 
then he is justly entitled to a proportion of the fund 
thus raised for the school, which, by all that he holds 
sacred, he is compelled to patronize. The common 
school outgrew its usefulness, and its right to exist at 
the public expense, at the moment it ceased to give 
the young committed to it a training in the fear of 
God." 

This is strange language. If it does not mean 
the appropriation of money for sectarian schools 
it certainly means the destruction of the common
school system, but it does mean the division of 
the school fund; it can mean nothing ·short of it; 
It has been explained many times why the pub
lic schools c3cnnot teach religion, and indeed it · 
would not be necessary for the public schools to 
teach religion if it were taught in the church, the· 
home, and the Sabbath-school, as it was taught . 
within the memory of men now in the prime of 
life. The trouble is not in the schools but in the , 

homes and in the churches. Many have the 
form of godliness but den yo ·the power thereof, 
and having itching ears they are heaping to 
themselves religious teachers· after their own 
lusts, and because their pernicious example, and 
the wishy-washy teachings of the modern pulpit, 
react on their own children, they want the State 
to step in and make them Christians by law. 

The decline of morals is not confined to our 
own country, nor is it confined to those govern
ments that exclude 1·eligion from the public 
schools. Germ!tny supports a system of public 
schools; and in these religious training is made 
a prominent feature, and yet in that country 
infidelity is more prevalent than in any other 
country, with the possible exception of France. 
Rationalism abounds, and Christianity has de
generated for the most part to the merest form. 
Even if logic fails to convince the advocates of· 
religious teaching in the public schools that it is 
not a panacea for infidelity, the strong logic of 
the naked facts will in tim~ demonstrate so plainly 
that none can fail to see the point. A knowledge 
of Christianity cannot. be commu-nicated to the 
student as can the science of mathematics or a 
kn.,2wledge of the languages. 

THE Lever is the leading third-party prohibi
tion paper in the West, .and one of the two lead
ing third-party prohibition papers in the United 
States. It is one of the leading papers of a party 
which passes as tl1e repository of the morality, 
purity, and gentleness that are to regenerate and 
save this nation. From the--editorial columns 
of the Lever of October 24, 1889, we have 
eli pped the· following, entitled, " How Can Y e 
Escape?" and printed it herea.~ it was printe d 
there:-

"A prominent In ember of a .$outh. Side Methodist 
Church is such· ari i~tense Repub:lican that he abhors 
the word' anti-saloon.' A few days ago he refused 
to sign a petition for Sabbath observance. Shades of 
John Wesley! Such hatred ·for Prohibitionists that 
he i.s willing to de.fend the saloon. Shame on such 
church members, and what a pity that there are 
thousands ofthem. What does the-Bible say of such 
men? Hear Christ:- -

'"For they [the politicians] bind heavy burdens 
and grievous to be borne, an<) lay them [license laws] 
on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not 
move tbem with one of their fingers.' 

"' vVoe unto yon, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites I 
for ye pay tithe of mint and anise, and cummin, and 
have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judg
ment, mercy, and faith: These ought ye. to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.' 

'" Ye blind guides, whl.ch strain at a gnat and swal
low a camel I ' 

" ' Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees [Republicans 
and Democrats], hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited · 
sepulchers [high license saloon8] which indeed ap
pear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
men's [drunkqrds'] bones, and of all uncleanness.' 

"' Wherefore ye (Sioux City, Jackson, liiss., and 
Greenville, 0.] be ye witnesses unto yourselves, that 
ye are the children of them .which killed the proph
ets.' 

"' Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell? ' " 

We rest perfectly assured that none of the or
gans of either of the political parties mentimied 
by the Lever have yet descended so low as this 
extract shows the Lever to be. Whenever any of 
them do so, it will certainly be time for the rise 
of a third party; and it will just as certainly be 
necessary that it shall be a party ofbetter politi
cal principles than is the third-party Prohibition 
party, and its organs will have to show. more re
spect f9!··the Scriptures and for man, to be worthy 
the r•Jsp~ct' of men. 

Taxation of Church Property. 

PRESIDENT GRANT in his message (1875) 
thus treated this subject: "In connection with 
thiR important question, I would also call your 
attention to the importance of correcting an evil 
that, if permitted to continue, will probably lead 
to great trouble in our land before the close·of 
the nineteenth century. It is the acquisition of 
the vast amount of untaxed church property. In 
1850, I believe, the church property of the United 
States which paid no tax, municipal or State, 
amounted to $87,000,000. In 1860 the amount 
had doubled. In 1870 it was $354,483;587. 
By 1900, without a check, it is safe to say this 
property will reach a sum exceeding $3,000,000,-
000. So vast a sum, receiving all the protectioa 
and benefits of government, without bearing its 
portion and expenses of the same, will not be 
looked upon acquiescently by those who have to 
pay the taxes. In a growing country, where r~al 
estate enhances so rapidly with time as in the 
United States, there is scarcely a limit to. the 
wealth that may be acquired by corporations, re
ligious or otherwise, if allowed to retain real estate 
without taxation. The contemplation of so vast 
a property as here alluded to, without taxation, 
r:1ay lead· to sequestration without constitutional' 
auth01·ity, and through blood. I would ~uggest 
the taxation of all property equally." · 

President Garfield put on record a similar voice 
of warning. In Congress, June 22, 1874, he 
said: "The divorce between Church and State 
ought to absolute. It ought to be S() absolute 
that no church property anywhere, in any State, 

· or in tha nation, should be exempt from equal 
taxation; for if you exempt the property of any 
church organization, to that extent, you impose a 
tax ?pon the whole community." 

THE Clbristian at Work says:--

"The governor of Ceylon, Sir Arthur Gordon, has 
shocked the sensibilities of many religious-or shall 
we my sectarian ?-people of India by approving 
a measure which gives government money to Bud
dhist priests; and it is said the matter is to be brought 
before Parliament. Buddhism is more an ethical 
system than a religion, and the overwhelming mass 
of the Cingalese are adherents of the doctrines of Bud
dha. The Protestants number some 30,000, and the 
Roman Catholics, 250,000. Underthecircumstances 
it would be beiJt that each body of religionists should 
support its own priest or clergy. If the people of 
Ceylon are taxed for the suppOit of any one religion, 
they should in equity be taxed for the support of all." 

Would it not be best under any circumstances 
that "each body of religionists should support its 
own priest or clergy" ? Would not the evils of a 
State establishment of religion be even greater 
with three established churches tl1an with only 
one?. And if taxing Roman Catholics and Prot
estants for the support of Buddhism is an injus
tice, would it not be equally unjust to tax for 
church purposes any who stood aloof from all of 
the established churches? · 

·The trouble is that State establishments of re
ligion are both corrupting and unjust. Be the 

. minority who stand aloof from the established re
ligion or religions eve-r so small, their rights are 
just as sacred as are the rights of the majority, 
and if it is wrong to tax the whole people for the 
support.of a religion held by only four-fifths of 
them, it is just as wrong to tax them for that pur~
pose, even though the majority constitute nine 
hundred and ninety-nine ten-thousandths of the 
whole population. 
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. _Expenses moderate. Tho whple cost to the stu
dentJor tuition, board, lodging, lights, washing-all 
expenses except for bool<s and clothes, from $18 to $20 
per month of four weeks. 
·· Spring t~~m begins Wednesday, Ja11uary 1, 1890; 

. • For descriptive catalogue and further information, 
address tl>e principal, 

W. C, GRAINGER, Healdsburg, Cal. 

Fresno~and Merced County\ Lands 
TO RENT AND FOR SALE. 

75-ooo A s of Whe.at and Sugar Beet .. 1 . . ere Land in· the above Coun
ties, t? rent for a term of years. Also 

I g' 0 ·ooo A r'e of fine Raisin, Fruit, Al-
' ; , 1 . C S falfa, and Sugar Beet Land, 
wi h watt\r for irrigation, for sale in tracts of from 
20 acre$ t\) large tracts suitable for Colony pur-

,. pQses. . 
For particulars, apply to. 

E. B .. PERRIN, 
402 Kearny Street, 

·.san Francisco,, Cal. 

"The Ideal" Account and Mem~randum Book; 
and :ausiness Guide (Copyrighted), 

SPECIAL FEATURES: Fully and plainly speci
fied accounts; silicate slates-for both slate and 
lead-pencil, containS>"Slate-pencil and lead-j:!encil 
'(witli eraser) ; a printed w~hing list-on silicate 

. (very convenient); busines~ and legal forms, etc., 
- . etc. 150 pages, sy.x5Y. inch. es. Substantially 
- bound, in full Russia-only. 

Price, only $1.00, post-paid. 'l'o book dealers, 
$6.00 per set (8),. express paid. Strictly first-class, 
very popular. A handsome and useful holiday 
present. Order at once of the publisher, 

· A. L. ANTHONY, Yountvillc,pal. 

P. AOIFIC 
. . HEALTH 

I JOURNAL 

AND TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE. 

A THlltT)!'-TWO !'AGE MON'rt'ILY MAGAZINE, devotied tv 
th,e tlissell).inath•n of true temperance principles, and 
instruction-in tl~e art of preserving health. It is em-
phatically · 

A JOURNAL FOR '!'HE PEOPLE, 

Cont~>inb1g what everybody wants to know, and is 
thoroughly practical. Its range of subjects is un
lhni~ed, embracing everything that in any way affects 
.the health. Its articles being short and pointed, it is 
specially adapted to farmers, mechanics, a,nd house
kee.pers, who have but little leisure for reading; It 
is just the journal that every family needs, and may 
be read with profit by !'-II· Price, ~noq P.er year, or 
w!th the 300-page premmm,book-•" PradJCal Man•1al 
of <IJygiene and Temperan(!e," containiJ!g house}lold 
ann cooking recipes-post-paid for $1>10. . _, 

Address, • i\ 

PACIFIC HEALT:{:I JOURNAL, 
. 0AKLAl'W, f1AL, 

G. R. KRIECHBAUM, 
DEN7'l$1', 

·<>!flee 854~ Broadway, Corner Seventh, Oakland. 

Ofllce Hotirs--9 to 12 A. •V and 1 to 5 P, M. 

Hooms 17 -~'•<118, 
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THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND. 
BY BERNARD MOSES, PH. D., 

Professor of History and Political Economy, UniversitY. of California. ' 

"Professor Moses makes his account of government in Switzer
laud a study of what might be called comparative politics. He dis
cusses the autecedants of Swiss federalism, the distribution of 
power, the characteristics of the legislature, the executive and the 
judiciary, has chapters on foreign and internal relations, sketches 
the military status and the condition of the finances, analyzes the 
rights and privileges served under the Swiss constitution, and 
concludes w1th an interesting chapter on the common prosperity. 
Painstaking and elaborate in method, written from abundant 
knowledge, and animated by a truly philosophical spirit, this book 
of Professor Moses is an excellent example of what American hi&,· 
torians are now accomplishing in a)l the various fields of contem
pora!Y res~arch.''-Boston Beacon. 

"The introduction, which tnay be read in ten minutes, gives 
one of the clearest and best '·explanations of what the Swiss fed· 
eration now is and how it happened to be what it is, that could 
possibly beconqensed into as many pa!feS. , . ·. 'l'he body of the 
work is both interesting and valuable m its analytical view of the 
history and the constitution of Switzerland, and- the book is well 
worthy the :1ttention of all students-especially of the students. of 
Republican America."-.Detroit Free Press. 

"Those who desire to find a clear, CO!lcise statement of the polit
ical condition of the Swiss people cannot filld a better volume 
than this of Professor Moses. It goes straight to its work without 
circtimlocution. ''--Chicago Inter-Ocean. 
'"Professor Moses has rendered a' most important service to the 

cause of scientific historical study in his clear and philosophical 
essay ou the 'Federal Government of Switzerland.' "-Boston Even~ 
ing Trav.eler • 
"It is scholarly, thoughtful and thorough. Its political phil

osophy is of the SOUI\dest. These things constitute the book one 
of special value."-New York Examiner . 

"A bouk that will appeal with especial force to the 11tudent of 
bistory.''-Bm.ton Commonwealth. , 

";t is a valuable work for students of constitutional law and for 
all readers interested in the science <>f government."-Indianapo~ 
lis Journal. ' 

"An interesting volume. . . , It will be found of gr€_at value 
to the student of history and of political economy, not only be
cause its well-written pages serve to make the reader familiar with 
the constitutional history·ofSwitzerland, but because the 'essay' 
in its careful co!llparison of other governments--notably republi
.can or popular, llke the United States and Great Britain-supplies 
much needed il111slration and elucidation of governmental meth
ods.''-Boston Globe. 

·• Professor Moses goes at his labor with the zeal and analytical 
interest of the practical economist. . • . Yet moie valuable 
than the author's analysis of governme11t is the philosophic 
vein which runs through the pages. This draws equally from 

~~~~Ife~,:~1af~:-:!~~s.~?~s&?~!in:;afj~tory to illustrate or fortify 
"Dr. Moses writes with critical care and has produced a work 

of much value."--Magazine of American H1story. 
"Dr. Moses has apparently studied the Swiss constitution only 

in books and documents, but he has studied his documents thor
Ollghly. • . • The puzzles of legal arid political sovereignty, in 
which writers of great reputation have been brought to confusion 
ere now, have no terrors for him. He takes the point quite 
straightforwardly and correctly: . 'Since the Swiss constitution is 
the fundamental law of the State, its makers are recognized as the 
legal sovereigns in Switzerland. • • . Those who are or who 
have been, compelled to use Austin1s lectures, either aS lear:tlers
or as teachers, may well wish that he had beeu as cle'lr-headed as 
Professor Moses when he attempted to make the Constitution of 
the United States fit into his theory.' "-Saturday Review (London). 

12Mo Cloth, $1.50. Sent post-paid on receipt of j>rice. 

Address all orders to PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

011, 43 .Bong .StJ1eet, :f'leut Yo11:k:. 
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. NoTE.-No papers are· sent )Jy the publishers of the 
AMERICAN 'SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed 
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub
scrioed for it, he may know that it is sent 'him by some 
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub· 
lishers to pay for the same. 

.After January 1, 1890, this paper will be pubUshed 
at 48 Bond Street, New York City. Our erochar-ges, ad
vertisers, and oor'l'espondents will please make a note 
of thts fact, and send all papers and di'l'ect all oo'l'· 
respondence, to 'l'each us after Decembe.• 15, to mw 
new address. 

IN his pastoral letter before- the centennial cel
ebration Catholicism in America lately held, Car
dinal Gibbons said that the Catholic populatron 
of the United States is "about nine millions." 
This we refer to the American Sabbath Union; 
they can enlarge their petition for a national 
Sunday law by two millions, in less than a min· 
ute, if they still continue that business in the same 
old way. 

THE New York Independent says that Dwight 
L. Moody believes in {)rohibition but not in the 
third-party prohibition, and then adds. that "this 
1s another testimony of the large common sense 
·attributed to the great evangelist," to which we 
add our hearty assent. Vv e . hope that all such 
persons will remain thus sensible to the last. As 
great an evil as-the liquor traffic is, it is not so 
great as would be a system in which the princi
ples of the third-party Prohibitio_n party should 

·dominate. 

OuR good National Reform friend, Rev. N.·R. 
Johnston, does us the kindness to announce to the 
. readers of the Christian Statesman that the AMER· 
ICAN SENTINEL is to be moved to New York 
City as the place of publication. When the SEN
TINEL reaches New York City, Jan.1, 1890, and 
thenceforward, we shall show our appreciation of 

. Mr. Johnston's kindness by making_ the columns 
of the SENTINEL as interesting 3S possible to the 
readers of the Christian Statesman. And being 
then so much nearer to the seat of the Statesman, 
we hope to make these things proportionately in
teresting and profitable both to the Statesman and 
its readers. 

THE Christian Nation says: "This nation can 
never become a Christian nation in any true 
sense of the word until the men who carry on the 
government are honest a~nd t~ustworthy." We 
do not believe that the men who carry on the 
government are either dishonest or untrustworthy. 
Vi" e believe that the men who carry on the gov
ernment are as honest and trustworthy as the 
men who carry on private enterprises. It must be 
so, because the men who carry on the government 
are chosen from the people, that is, from among 
those who carry on private enterprises; and we 
do not believe that those who are so chosen nec
essarily become dishonest and untrustworthy by 
the fact of being called to carry on the govern
ment. But even though they were all dishonest 
all.d untrustworthy, as the CMisti(l;n Nation argues, 
it would still remain true that the- principles oft he 
Christian Nation and its party are utterly false 
and untrustworthy, because an amendment to the 
Constitution declaring that this is a· Christian 
nation would not make the rneu who carry on 
the government either honest or trustworthy. 

Men cannot be made honest and virtuous by law. 
Nothing but the gospel of Christ can accomplish 
that, and the merits of the gospel are not made 
availabl~ by political methods. 

THE Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
still goes on with its idea of a theocracy h~ this 
land. It SE)ts forth now t~at God is the proprie
tor of all the land in this- country-; that he "in
tended the land for the people;" and indorses 
"the ~'Vement for restoring~ to the people their 
divinely intended heritage in the land." But it 
is only the Lord's people who inherit the Lord's 
land. 'fhen if the Lord is the proprietor of all 
the land, all who have a share in it will have to 
be the Lord's people. To make this a fact, how
ever, presents no difficulty in the case, for do 
they not intend to have a constitutional amend
ment declaring that this is a Christian nation 
and the kingdom of God ? 

IN the latter part of October the lead~rs of 
the Catholic, Methodist, and Lutheran Churches 
of Jasper, Dubois Co., Ky., banded together and 
presented a petition to the town authorities to 
enact a Sunday law for that place. Accordingly, 
the authorities adopted an ordinance requiring 
all the saloons, confectioneries, and bakeries in 
the place to remain closed on Sunday. . This 
was not according to the wish of the majority of 
the citizens of that place, and they resented the 
action by staying away from church. As a con
sequence, f~r three successive Sundays the congre
gations were exceedingly slim. In fact, the re
port says that the preachers were compelled 
to talk to empty benches. Before the fourth 
Sunday came around that Sunday law was re
pealed. Query: Did those leader~:~ of_ the churches 
have anything to do with that repeal? Echo· 
answers, Didn't they ? ----....... ~--

IN his speech everywhere for the last six 
months the secretary of the American Sabbath 
Union has spent a goodly portion of his time in 
denouncing Sev~nth-day Adventists as the 
chiefest opponents of the national Sunday law 
for which he is working. Now it is a fact that 
at the Washington City Convention of the Amer
ican Sabbath Union last December, and at the 
hearing before the Senate Committee at the 
same time, the Seventh-day Adventists were not 
referred to by a single word in naming the 
opponents of the Sunday law. So far \tS any of 
the statements of the union went on either of 
the occasions referred to, nobody could suspect 
even the existence of any such people, and yet 
within six months from that time thc·y are every
where denounced as the chiefest oppol1t>llt\11 of 
the Sunday bill. Now did these Seventh-day 
Adventists come up, like Jonah's gourd, "in a 
night"? Did they all spr~1g into existence since 
December 13, 1888? or d1d the American Sab
bath Union intentionally ignore them at the 
Washington Convention and at the hearing be
fore the Senate Committee? Will the union tell 
how this is? 

THE Union Signal of October 24 complains 
beca~se the South American delegates to the 
congress of American powers spent four days in 
Chicago and didn't' visit Evanston, and ''the 
home of Miss Willard," to"look. uponJ1er home, 
and herself, ·then carry the story to the women of 
their home land." Yes, what a wonderful story 
it would have been if these delegates could only 
go ba<:k to their·· home-land and report thl!'t 

they had seen a woman and the house that 
she lives in. It is altogether likely that every one 
of them would have been promoted to the very 
highest honers in the gift of their several States. 
This no doub1 .. was the supreme moment in the 
tide of their affairs, which, , taken at the flood, 
would have led on to fortune. But woe worth 
the day that they should be so lost to all sense of 
the importance of opportunity as to miss the crit
.icalmomentand so be left high anddry, stranded, 
amid the wrecks of time, an awful warning, etc., 
etc. ! ! It is barely possible, however, that the 
gentlemen referred to have not yet joined the 
Mutual Admiration Society to which the Union 
Signal belongs. 

A LEADING Catholic paper notices the fact 
that the tables have been turned in Boston upon
the matter of text-books. It seems -that now 
Protestants are dissatisfied with a school history 
which they think is unfair. It would certainly 
be a relief, not only to Boston but to the people 
at large, if the good folks of that city could only 
agree among themselves to run their public 
schools upon a proper basis, that is, to teach the 
arts and sciences alone, and leave special religious 
instruction for the private schools, for the church, 
and for the home. Religion has no business 
with the public schools, because when once ad
mitted somebody must decide what religion shall 
be taught. Then there is trouble. 

VVE object to the teaching of religion in the 
public schools, not because religion is not a good 
thing, neither because it is not a necessary thing, 
but because it is not necessary that it should be 
taught in the public schools, and because from 

, the very nature of the case it cannot be so 
taught. In the first place, before any religion 
can be taught it must be embodied in a creed . 
That creed will of course reflect the opinions of 
the majority. But while majority rule (not ma
jority creed) is the correct principle, that which 
the majority decrees is not always right, it is not 
always justice. Many examples of this might he 
cited. Majorities have no ·right to . interfere 
where God has left man free. Every man· has 
certain inalienable righJ:s; among them are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of _happiness. To inter• 
fere with a man's religion is to deprive him of 
these rights. God has set before men light and 
darkness, life and death, and has left them free 
to choose. It is not for others to say what they 
shall choose, and every parent has a right to say 
in what religion his children shall be instructed. 
Therefore it is not the province of the State to 
teach religion, neither indeed can it be.' · 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL, which has for years 
been publish_ed at Oakland, has removed to No. 
43 Bond Street, New York. It is a great foss to 
Oakland, for its large circulation was a great 
advertisement for the town.-Morning Times. 
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THE persecutions that have already taken 
place under the Sunday laws of Georgia, Tennes
see, and Arkansas, give an intimation of what 
will result when a national Sunday law is en
acted, the object of which, as Senator Blair says, 
is "to make efficient the Sundav-Rest laws of 

'the States." These intimations "are emphasized 
by the fact that leading National Reformers do 
not apologize for these persecutions, but uphold 
theni as righteous acts. ' 

Church and State. 

THE Bishop of Marseilles, in France, has seen 
fit to issue to the clergy of his diocese a circular 
telling them that while the election of deputies is 
a political matter it is a sin to vote ill. Follow
ing this the Minister of Public Worship has is-. 
sued a circular calling the attention of the 
French bishops to the law, and pointing out to 
them that priests are forbidden to interfere with 
political matters or to exercise pressure upon the 
consciences of their flocks. 

To the people of the United States, born and 
educated under a representative form of govern
ment, the whole question of Church and State 
seems a very simple one. The inborn and in
grained sentiment·of the American people is that 
elections are not matters of ethics, but matters of 
politics, and that if any religioi1s teacher,- no 
matter what he may be called, desires to take any 
part in them it must be as a citizen, and in no 
other capacity. The priest of any religion has 
an undoubted right to denounce a bad man who 
is a candidate for office, but tl1at right depends 
upon his being a good ,citizen, not upon his hold
ing a religious office, and his right is not superior 
to that of any other good citizen .. 

France can never be genuinely republican 
until the· divorce between Chm:ch and State is 

· made absolute. No matter what may be the pre
. yailing sentiment there, whether a majority of 
the people be Catholic or Protestant or Israelites 
or agnostics, :"the teachers of religion, as such, 
have. not.rigliltto inter~ere in any way in the 
eJectiOIJS~Or I> do SO IS to destroy the funda
menta}ide~ ofi)opular government.-S. F. Chron
icle)· S~tM, 18Q_9. 

Civil Government and the De~alogue. 

THE advocates of Sunday legislation are ear
nestly trying to find a basis for their proposed 
action, in the fourth commandment. It is true 
that that commandment says nothing about the 
first day, which is the only day that National 
Reformers would consent to have the State set 
apart, while it does specifically enjoin the observ
ance of the seventh day; and it is also true that 
if they could find in the fourth commandment 
some authority for Sunday observance, that would 
show beyond the possibility of cavil that their 
movemegt is simply an effort to secure religious 
legislation; but none of these things move them. 
They have, however, through the kind offices of 
the AMERICAN SENTINEL,. been brought to see 
that civil governments have to do only with civil 
matters; and, therefore, in order to have a show 
of reason for their work, they are claiming that 
there are civil elements in the ten command
ments, inasmuch as.some of those precepts relate 
to man's duty to his fellow-men. 

There has been in the past a great deal of 
unnecessary discussion over the two table!l of the 
decalogue. It has been rightfully claimed that 
with the first table of the law civil governments · 
have nothing to do; and the N ational.Reformers 
themselves more than half believe this. Mr. 
Crafts, who stands for the American Sabbath 
Union, has spent a great deal of time of late 
trying to readjust the tables of the law, so as to 
make the action of his association consistent with 

· the principle just stated. Instead of dividing the 
decalogue into two tables, the first containing four 
commandments, and the second the last six, which 
is the most common division, he makes the di
visiop. just after the first clause of the fourth 
commandment, putting the bulk of the fourth, 
and the last six, into the second table. Of course 
this is entirely arbitrary, having no authority 
but Mr. Crafts' assertion; but it serves to show 
that Mr. Crafts appreciates the truth of the state
ment that civil governments have of right nothing 
to do with the first table of the decalogue. 

But that statement tells only a part of the 
truth, and is misleading; for the fact is that civil 
governments have nothing whatever to do with 
any of the ten commandments, whether in the 
first table or in the second. The discussion as to 
the two tables of .the law is entirely unnecessary, 
and will be seen to be so when the character of, 
the whole law is rmderstood. The proposition 
which we lay down is this: Civil laws are not 
based upon, and do not derive their force from, 
the divine law; and civil government has nothing 
whatever to do with any commandment of the 
decalogue. This we think can readily be made 
to appear. 

1. The law is a unit. 
expression of God's will, 

It is, as a whole, the 
the transcript of his 

character; and therefore whatever is true of one 
part of the law is true of the whole. 

2. The inspired declaration is that "the law is 
spiritual." Rom. 7:14. This is spoken, not 
merely of the first four commandments, bufof 
the whole law. Let us dwell upon this point for 
a few moments. 

While it is true that the first four command
ments pertain to our duties io God exclusively, 
and the last six relate to duties that also affect 
our fellows, it is not true that there is any iess 
morality or spirituality in the last six than in the 
first four. Although they define human duties, 
there is in them no human element. They are 
spiritual, and obedience to them must be spirit
ual. Anything else is not obedience. 

Take for illustration our Saviour's comments on 
certain commandments, recorded in Matt. 5: 20-
28. In that passage we find that a word may be 
sufficient t9 constitute a violation of the sixth 
commandment, and that the seventh may be 
broken by a single look, or even a thought. It is 
worthy of note that the commandments whose 
breadth the Saviour thus indicated, are found in 
the second table. Now what did he do?-He 
simply showed what those commandments require. 
From his words we learn that the commandment, 
"Thou shalt not kill," forbids malicious thoughts 
and words. He who indulges in these does not 
keep the commandment at all, although he may 
never have laid violent hands on any man. The 
commandlllent which says, "Thou shalt not com
mit adultery," forbids impure desires. It does 
not stop short of that. He who indulges in these 
violates the seventh commandment, although he 
may have lived a hermit all his life. 

From the words of the apostle Paul, and the 
illustrative application of Jesus, we learn that 
the law-including every commandment-is 
wholly spiritual. If it is not kept spiritually, it 
is not kept at all. There is no such thing as -
degrees in the commandments, so that a man 
may keep them half way, and receive credit 
therefor, as seems to be supposed by those who 
talk about keeping the law outwardly. It is 
true that as the greater includes the less, strict 
compliance with the letter of the law is demanded, 
and is necessarily included in spiritual obedience; 
but the man whose apparent conformity to the 
law is only outward, has not yielded any obedi
ence to it whatever. The law is wholly spirit
ual, wholly divine. 

3. But civil government is not spiritual. No 
one can gainsay this proposition. Inasmuch as · 
civil government cannot enforce spirituality, and 
cannot make men spiritually-minded, it has no 
right nor power to require spirituality. "God 
is a spirit, and they that worship him must wor
ship him in spirit and in truth.",_ A spiritual 
ruler justly requires spiritual obedience. He 
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can ·punii!h for violations of a spiritual law. 
But a civil ruler cannot execute spiritual law. 
Therefore the proposition· is proved, that civil 
government· has nothing· whatever to do with 
flpirituallaw, and such a law is the decalogue. 
This proposition becomes ~elf-evident as soon as 

· one views the law of God in the light in wliich 
he himself sets it forth. . 

We can say, then, without the slightest fear of 
successful contradiction, that hun~an laws are not 
based upon, and do not derive their force from, 
the divine law. The State rightfully makes laws 
against the taking of human life, but not in any 
sense as an enfl.Jrcement of the divine command
ment, or of any part of it. boes anybody sup
pose that a murderer who is legally hanged for 
his crime, will r~ceive le3s punishment in the 
great Judgment-day than if he had escaped the 
civil penalty?--,Of course not. Man punished 
him for his inhumanity; God punishes for im-
1.nqrality; ~nd the sixth commandment is not 
hunJ,an, but divin~. 

The great cause for confusion lies in a wrong 
use of terms. Like the hypocritical Pharisees 
of old, men' have co1ne to co,nfound morality 
aild respectability~ A man who does nothing 
to shoe.k the sensibilities of his neighbors, and 
who does not interfere with their rights, i;; called 
a ·moral man, when in fact he may be grossly 
immoral. · •He is a good citizen', but if he is not 
pure ·at · heart; he is not a keeper of the divine 
law In any sense whatever. That law is spiritual, 

· and· that which _is not spiritual is not to the 
slightest degree obedience to it. 

If· National Reformers and national Sunday
law: advocates had any just conception of the 

. llature. of divine law, they would cease their 
insane attempt to make-mei1 moral by law, or to 
en.f'orce the law of God. But because they have 
i1o: :teal kno'wledge of· divine governm.~nt, and 

· fancy< themselves competent to act as its high 
ex:ecutive •officers, ,they also lose sight of the 

. prime -object of civil government, and ruthlessly 
trample ·upon human right. k J. ,..;., 

'"Why We Oppose· Religious Legislation. 

. TJ:IIS is a subject that should·. b~ clearly de~ 
fined in the mind of every individual, eRpecially 
of•"those wiw act as teachers either in public or 
pri:vate, or who have the power to influence pub
lic opinion to any degree whatever. Those who 
favor .religious legislation very nattirally imagine 
that .opposition to their movement is actuated by 

·selfish motives. They think that our only reason 
for opposing it is q1e fear· that it will ·tend to in-
convenience or endanger us. · 1Ve say. it is very 
llatural that they Rhou!d imagine that opposition 
. to their movement is wholly :selfish, because relig
ious legi!;lation is actuated by nothing ·but the 
mest s.elfish motives; and those who. advocate it 
cannot grasp the idea that there can b~ ·any ac
tion that is not selfish. To anticipate direct. ar
gument,. we might call attention to the fact that 
their suspicion of our motives gives evid~nce of 
their real ideas of the natural results of the suc
cess of their movement, If they· did· not know 
that their movement cannot fail. to result in. per· 
secution, they would not think that our. sole 
reason for opposing it is the danger of being per
secuted. But this, we may say, scarcely enters 
into the. account at all. Our reasons for opposing 
religious legisl~tion are not personal, but general; 
and. of such a nature th:;tt we think all candid 

. persons can.,a,ppreciate them when· fairly ·pre: 
sen ted. 

. . . I 
The . first -reason that we preset1t-not toe right, and should be protected in· the right, to do 

strongest, yet in itself amply sufficient, and one so undisturbed. ,But the very essence of Sunday 
, that will appeal most strongly to the largest legislation, and the only foundation upon wl1ich 

number o£ ,people-is that religious' legislation it rests, is the theory that those who choose to 
tends directly to. the overthrQW of civil liberty; test on any other day than Sunday hava no right 
it.is bysed on the principle that minorities lire- ·to the ,enjoyment of that rest uridistarbed, and 
no rights that majorities are bound to respect. have no right to refrain from resting dn Sunday. 

. As the matter of religious legislation is a live issue That this is what is implied by th~' 'proposition 
at tl;e present time, we will take for our proofs laid down by Mr. Johnson, and inddtsed by the 
and illustrations items from the working of th'€' American Sabbath Union, is dearly shown by 
movement in this country. their official statements. Thus Dr. Edwards, in 

And first it will be 1\ecessary- to E?how that an address before the National Reform Com·en
religious legislation i~ sought for at ti1e present tion held in New York in 1873, having stated 
1ime. This we can do by the statements of those that the National Reform movement is opposed 
who are working for a national Sunday 'law. In to at,heism in the government, gave his idea of 
his plea before the Knights of Labor, for help in. atheism as follows. Said he:~ 
securing a Sunday law, the field secretary of the "'fhe atheist is the man who denies the being of a 
American Sabbath Union said:- God and a future life. To him, mind and matter are 

"A weekly day of rest hasol!lever been permanently 
secured in any land except oh the basis of,.religious 
obligation. Take the religion out, and you take the 
rest out." 

Rev. J. H .. Knowles, editor -of the Pearl of 
Days, said in an editorial of January 25, 
1889:-

" It will become more and more apparent that the 
real defenders of.the day are among those who re· 
gard it a divine, not merely a human-institution." 

Col. Elliott F. Shepard, in accepting the pres-· 
idency of the American Sabbath U ni<in, said:-

"The work, therefore, of this society is only just 
begun. We do not put this work on mere human 
reasoning; for all that can be overthrown by human 
reason. We 1·est it directly and only on the divine 
commandment."-Pearl of Dcty.~, Janua1·y 25, 1889. 

Article 3 of the constitution of the American 
Sabbath Union reads thus:-

"The object of this union is to preserve the-Chris--· 
tian sabbath as a day of rest and wprship." 

And fimiJly, the Blair Sunday-Rest bill, which 
was so heartily indorsecl by this union and by the 
National Reform Association, expressly declared 
that it should be construed-

" To secure to the whole people rest from toil dur
ing the _first day of the week, their mental and moral 
culture, and the religious observance of the, Sabbath
day." 

This evidence might be multiplied, but it is 
sufficient to show that Sunday legislation is relig
ious legislation, and nothing else. Now let us 
examine its nature and results. 

In Prof. Herrick Johnson's address before the 
· American Sabbatl1 Union, on the Sunday news
paper, an address which the union circula.ted 
broadcast over the country as an official docu
ment, there are four propositions- laid down, the 
fourth one of which, taken from an Illinois Su· 
preme Court report, is as follows:-

"Every individual has the right to the enjoyment 
of the Christian Sabbath without liability to annoy
ance from the.ordinary secular pursuits of life, except 
so far as they may be dictated, by necessity or char
ity:" 

This proposition is a sound our. \Ve have,no 
fault to find with it in itself, but only with the. 
way it is applied; for the Sunday-law advocates' 
idea of giving people a right to rt)st on Sunday is 
to compel everybody to rest. The proposition 
that every individual has tl1e right to the enjoy
ment of a rest on Sunday i~:ho more self-evident 
than that every individual has the right not to 
rest on that day, but to rest, on some other day. 
Both these propositions being true, it is ver'y 
clearly seen that ample provision is already made 
against anybody beiilg unnecessarily disturbed. on 
his chosen. day of rest. We concede. that every
body who wishes to rest upon Sunrlay has the 

the same, and time is the be-all and the end-all of 
consciousness and of character. 

"The deist admits God, but denies that he has any 
such personal control over human affairs as we call 
providence, or that he ever manifests himself and his 
will in a revelation. 

"The Jews admit God, providence, and revelation, 
but reject the entire scheme of gospel" redemption by 
Jesus Christ, as sheer imagination, or, worse, sheer 
hl)posture. , 

"The Seventh-day Baptists believe in God and 
Christianity, and are conjoined with the other men•
·bers of this elass by the accident of differing with the 
mass of Christians upon the quesillion of what precise 
day of the week shall be observed as holy. 

"These are all for the occasion, and so fa1\ as. onr 
amendment is concerned, one class." 

Here we find that when the National Reform 
movement shall have succeeded, . the indivithial 
who does not regard Sunday will be counted 
as an atheist. Now listen to what Dr. Edwards 
said of atheists, in the same address:-

" What, are the rights of the atheist? J would toler· 
ate him as I would tolerate a poor lunatic, for iu mv 
view his mind is scarcely sound. So long as he doe"s 
not rave, so long ashe is not dangerous, 1 woui~l toler
ate him. I would tolerate him as I would a conspira· 
tor;" 

This is simply saying that under the National 
Reform regime, the man who should dare to 
observe another day than Sunday would be con
sidered as having 1w rights whatever, and enti
tled to no respect. If he should dare to 'publicly 
declare his belief, his insanity would be con
sidered dangerous, and he would be shut up. 

This has been stated even more plainly in an 
article in the Christian Statesman, July 7, 1887, 
entitled, "The Bible in the Public Schools," which 
was editorially commended as "a masterly ar
ticle." The writer said:- · 

" Some advanced champions for freedom of con
science and the rights of men, in Britain and the 
United States, cannot be accommodated. In this cate
gory must be classed agnostics, atheists, and scienti-fic 
infidels. Fonny part, without hesitation or apology, 
I deny such men any reasonable claim to consch\u
tious convictions and privileges at all." 

Now substitute in the above Mr. Edwards' 
definition of an atheist, and you have the simple 
statement tpat under National Reform govern• 
ment, people who d<? not observe Sunday-no 
matter how ~trictly they may observe another 
day of the week-will not be considered as hav
ing any claim to conscientious convictions and 
privileges---.,.they will not be considered as having 
any rights whatever. 

Now listen to another statement. It· is from 
the Christian Nixtion, of September 15, 1886. 
This is one of the official organs•of the National 
Reform Association, and therefore may be de
pended upon as properly representilig National 
Reform. I read :-
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, ,;'-Nclther does-National Reform propoSE) to deprive is no respecter of persons,- it follows that he has 
any cit1~ens, without. forfeiture, of any just and in- given to all men the same rights; and thus the 
alienable civil right." Declaration of Independence simply formulated 

But we haV~\Jtlready shown fro.m .hig-l:t author- a Heaven-born truth when it declared that all 
ity that ~1\,tiOJ;Jfl:l Reformers consider that athe- men are created equal, andare endowed by their 
ists-a;mong whom are clasRed all \vho (}iffer with Creator with the inalienable rig~t to life, liberty, 
them in religious faith, and especially ;hose wlw and the pursuit of happiness. Tht is, all men 
differ _with them in respect to the premse day of· ·;~are created equal with res,rect to the rights witl1 
tlw week which. should be observed-have no · ~\vhich they are endowed. Every man has a 
rights whatever; so that all a man will have to ~God-given right to find his pleasure,. enjoy 
do to forfeit his rights in their estimation will be liberty, and pursue happiness in his own way. 
to disregard Sunday, or to religiously observe Of course it is understood that no one sht,tll 
anotl1er day in its stead. N"ow, mark, according intei'fere with another; for al~ are to be equally 
to the statement that I have just read, National protected; and if ail are·equaily prot~cted, none 
Reformers deliberately propose to deprive such will he interfered with. Now it needs no argu
citizens of just and inalienable rights. ment to show that one man's violatfon of Sunday 

.And this is just what the advocates,·ofreligious does not deprive another man of his priviiege to 
legislation will do. The success of th~ir move- rest. That ten men in an~ community w!IO do 
ment cannot fail of resulting in. religious perse- not observe Sunday, do not m the slighest degree 
cution. With the ahove deliberately-expressed interfere with the right and libertr of the tfwu
ij:Jtention to deprive men of just and inalienable sands of others to observe that day, is clearly 
r\ghts, place another equally base avo.wal by slwwn by the fact that in ~cores of instances a 
Rev. Dr. A. D. 1\Iayo, at the Cincinnati Na- single individual observes the seventh day regu
tional Reform Convention, in 1872. After de- larly a1ld strictly, and is not hampered in that 
daring that the people of the United States would observance in the least by the fact that thousands 
acknowledge-God in the Constitution, he said:- of others openly disregard it, and have no respect 

"They will protect the rights of every citizen, and for his observance of it. 
persecute no man for his religion until that religion The proposiHon that every individual has the 
leads him t'o disobey the law which expresses the 
will of the majority concerning the mor1,1l duty ofthe right to the enjoyment of Sunday, rightly in-
citizen.'' terpreted, is only the inverse of the proposition 

Of course they will persecute. If they succeed 
in getting the laws that are desired, they cannot 
do otherwise. For the State is bound to enforce 
all the laws on its statute-books. If it has laws 
con~erning religion and religious practices, it 
must enforce them, or else have its authority 
despised. But the punishment of a man because 
he differs with others in matters of religious faith 
and practice, is simply religious persecution. 

Mr. Blair declared '("Senate Hearing," p: 97) 
that the only: object of the proposed national 
Sunday law is to make efficient the existing Sun
day laws -of the States. Yet inefficient as he 
co~siders them, they have proved efficient enough 
in Georgia, Tennessee, and Arkansas to deprive 
men of propefty, of liberty, and, indirectly, even 
of life. Now listen to what Rev. J. M. Foster, 
district secl'fltary of the Nationftl Reform Associa
tiQn, said when pressed to give his opinion of 
these out1·ages :-

"As to the alleged cases of persecution in three 
States I have read the description of the cases in 
Arka~sas and they are not of the public-spirited 
Class that is willing ·to suffer for ·the common good. 
'!'he old man and his son of seventeen, whose horse 
was sold for $27•, and the man whose young wife and 
child died while he was in prison, brought that 
evil on themselves by breaking the Iaw."-Christian 
Statesman, Oct. 10, 1889. 

It is not too much to say that such talk is 
fiendish. 'Let no man say that persecution will 
not follow tl1e passage of religious laws. It can
not be otherwise. And it will not be the vicious 
and depraved who--will be-the ~ost active in the 
persecution. No; it will be the very men who 
ai·e considered the guardians of public morals. 

.1\Ien who are personally very pleasant and ami
able may make the worst sort of persecutors, 
when they get so blind tlmt they can regard as 
a con1mon criminal .the one who disregards an 
unjust human law in order that he may obey 
a just and div;ine commandment. One of the 
strongest indictinents .. against religious legislation 
is that its ,_tendency is to transform naturally 
amiable men into cold-blooded demons.of cruelty. 
- Human rights ar_e God-given.; and since God 

that every individual has the right to the·observ
ance of Saturday, or of any other day, or, so far 
as man is concerned, of no day at all. Eut 
Sunday laws, as before stated, make no provision 
for the rights of any ·except tlwse who observe 
Sunday, and deliberately propose to de.rrive all 
others of their God-given rights. As the C'hris
tiim Nation says, they propose to-deprive certain 
individuals of inalienable rights and privileges .. 
Thus by their own mouth it is proved that 
religious 'legislation, as embodied in th,e move
ment of the National Reform Association and 
the AmericanSabbath Unicm, is a direct blow at 
the foundation of our governm!!nt, and is directly 
in opposition to the Declaration of Independence, 
-the charter of American liberty. It is un
American, and that alone should be sufficient to 
condemn it. The man who in a public assembly 
would declare that the',framers and signers ofthe 
Declaration of Independence 1yere misguided 
men, and that their work was a fraud, would be 
set down/ as tlw worst kind of an anarchist. 
The preacher who should make such a statement 
would lose his congregation. The. teacher who 
would make such a declaration to a class would 
be expelled from the ~ublic schools. Y ~t the 
National Reform Association and the Amer
ican Sabbath Union make the same declaration 
no less boldly, although not in express terms. 
They have boldly and openly railed against the 
statement of the Declaration of Independence 
that governnients derive tpeir just powerH from 
the consent of the-governed. 

\Ve say, then, that their movement ought to 
be opposed, because it is of the very essence of 
anarchy. It does not help the matter to say 
that those whose rights are thus disregarded are 
only a few, although Sunday-law advocates 
think to console themselves with thiscidea. Thus 
Dr. Edwards said:-

" The parties whose conscience we are charged 
with troubling,. taken altogether, are bnt few in 
number. This determines nothing as to who is 
right; but· the fact remains, and is worthy of note, 
that, taken all together, they amount to blit a smaU 
fraction of our citizenship." 

Almost every lecturer in- behalf of Sunday leg-· 
islation lays great stress upon the assertion that 
the observers of the seventh day "amount to but 
about seven-tenths of one per cent of th~ entire 
.population;" and that, therefore, they are too 
insignificant to be noticed or to have their rights 
and privileges taken into account. 

But right here is a principle which they over
look: It is not whether a few· individuals who 
obserye the seventh day may be ignored on that 
account, but whether the government can afford 
to disregard the rights of people simply because 
they are in tlw minority. Let the government 
once start upon the line of doing)njustice to even 
a single individual, and there is no telling whei:e 
it will stop. If a law may be enacted which will 
trample upon the rights of one individual, the 
same principle will allow the enactment of a law 
that will ignore the rights of many. If a few 
people may have their rights ignored because 
they diflet with the majority as to the. precise day 
of the week to be observed religiously, a few 
other. people may have their rights ignored be
cause they differ .with the majority on some tither 
subject. Moreover, majorities and minorities are 
subject to fluctuawon. Politics are changeable, 
and the side which has the majority to-day may, 
within a year, be represented only by a feeble 
minority; so that if the government once starts 
upon a career of injustice, not a single individual 
will have any guarantee of safety. 

We have been proceeding upon the·supposition 
that those who observe Sunday, and those who 
are working for national Sunday laws, are in the 
majority; but this is a great mistake. The popu
lation of the United States is between 60,000,000 
and 70,000,000 ; of this number the best stati~
tics-those which are furnished by the religious 
denominations themselves-show that less than 
15,000,000 are even professors of religion. Only 
that number of people .. have their names on 
church-hooks. According to the admission of 
leading men iu this Sunday-law movement, a 
large per cent. of this numbei• pay no more rc~ 
gard to Sunday- than :do noli-professors. There
fore, it is self-evident that-the attempt to secure 
Sunday laws, a:nd to have the government en
force them, is an attempt by a yery small minor
ity to· control the country. 

The petition that has been presented to Con-
,gress•had, according to the highest estimate-of its 
friends, only 14,000,000 indorsers; and of this 
number the larger portion never saw the petition. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church, the Baptist 
Church, the Presbyterian Chnrch North and 

. South, and the Reformed Church; are•cotmted as 
having indorsed the petition; and yet it was only 
a few delegates from these bodies that indorsed 
it; and on the strength of this flO-called indorse
ment, , the entire membership 'vas counted, to 
make 6,000,000 of the 14,000,000. • Leave out 
the vast number who had, never seen the petition, 
and that 6,000,000 would dwindle- down to a 
small fraction of 1,000,.000. Then, notwithstand
ing the fact that the Presbyterian Church was 
counted with the other denominations-which 
together only made up 6,qpo,ooo of the 14,000,-
000-that church ·appears the second time .in 
the same list of 14,000,000, . thus furnishing 
700,000 more to the list, all of which should l)e 
omitted, 

Then, again, a letter from Cardinal Gibbons 
personally indorsing the movement; was counted 
a.s adding 7,000,000 to the ~ist, all of which 
r;hould be deducted. 
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Then the Woman's Christian Temperance Un
ion, 200,000 strong, was added, to help swell 
the 14,{)00,000 list. But the very name of the 
assoeiation shows that all of its members are 
also members of the various Christian churches; 
and, therefore, they were counted in the denomi
nations that are represented by wholesale. 

Then, again, the Knights of Labor were 
counted over 200,000 strong, to help swell' the 
list. But, in the first place, many of these are 
members of churches, and so had already ap
peared in the count of those churches; in the 
second place, of the 219,000 Knights, probably 
not more than 200 were present in the assembly 
which passed a vote favoring the petition. Ana, 
lastly, the fraud that was perpetrated in counting 
the entire body .of the Knights of Labor as fa
voring the Sunday-law petition, is shown by a 
recent-dispatch from Milwaukee to the Chicago 
Trib,une. It stated that the Sunday~closing ques
tion was likely to cause a.great deal of trouble 
to politicians in Wisconsin. It mentioned · the 
etfort. Mlat was being made ·by some of the. 
churches to secure Sunday legislation, and closed 
thus:-

"The proposition to hold a State mass convention 
for the purpose of organizing all over the State, has 
met with a great deal of favor, and will probably be 
put in effect sometime during the winter. The work- . 
ers are also trying to interest the Knights of Labor· 
in the movement." 

This would sound very strange in the face of 
the·fact that it has been certified to Congress that 
the Knights of Labor, 219,000 strong, have al
ready indorsed the movement, did we not already 
kpow that that representation was a base fraud. 

By thi~ bi'ief analysis of the pretended 14,000,-
000,signature petition, we have shown that an ex
ceediugly small per cent. of the population of the 
United States is working for Sunday laws; but 
there is another point which will .very largely cut 
down even this small minority. The petition 
certifies that each one of its indorsers is an adult 
resident of the United States, twenty-one years 
of age, or more; yet. the entire membership of 
all the chtirches was counted, although it is well 
known that every large denomination has a large 
percentage of members who are less than twenty
one years of age. That this fraudulent repre
sentation was deliberately planned is shown by 
the confession of the leading worker, the jield 
secretary of the American Sabbath Union. In 
attempting to defend himself and his co-workers 
from the charge of deliberate fraud in the matter, 
he made the following state1nent under oath:-

" It is·implied that some fraud was perpetrated be
cause the~whole membership of churches petitioning 
was given, notthose above twenty-one only; but the 
records quoted show that there was no attempt to 
deceive. It is impossible to tell how many in a 
denomination are. under twenty-one, and so the 
whole numbe~ . is given." 

Who cares how many in a denomination are 
under twenty-one yea1·s of age? What has that 
to do with the securing of a Sunday law? The 
petition :'has nothing to do with the number in 
any denomin.ation who are under twenty-one 
years uf age, or who are, over twenty-one years of 
age. All it ha.s to do_ is with the individuals who 
voluntarily sign it. If those who formed and cir
culated the petition had been honest in their in
tention, the question of how many in any denom
ination were or were not ·under twenty-one years 
of age, would not have troubled them at all. 

But they were determined to swell their list of 
petitioners by every means possible. 1'hey could 

'have quessed the number of church members who 
were above twenty-one years of age, and put that 
number down, and thus ha,ve presented a little 
more nearly the appearance of honest dealing; 
but they resolved to run no risk of making. a 
mistake in number, and so put down the whole 
number, thus deliberately perpetrating a base 
fraud. It may well be said that no attempt was 
made to deceive, because the fraud is so transpar
ent that no one in his senses could be deceived; 
but the imposition was none the less on that 
account. 

If anyone asks what this has to do with 
the reasons why we oppose religious legislation,, 
we reply that it has a great deal to do with it. 
Truth iB never advanced by fraud; it cannot 
be. Tmth never seeke to gain its ends by trick
ery, for t11at would defeat them. Truth has a 
natural and irreconcilable repugnance for error 
and falsehood, but wickedness can be fostered 
only by deceit. Therefore when any movement 
seeks to advance itself by anyfraudulent means, 
there can be no better evidence that it is a 
wicked affair. In every age, from the time of 
Constantine until now, religious legislation by 
civil power has been built up by fraud, vindic
tive selfishness, and perjury. 

From what has already been given, therefore, 
it is plainly evident that the movement in this 
country for a national Sunday law is a move
ment for religious legislation, and that this move
ment is a; most wickedly selfish attempt ou the 
part of a fl:m people to get control of the govern
mentj a deliberate design to overturn the just 
and inalienable rights of the majority who either 
conscientiously differ with them; or else are in
different; and a settled determination to perse
cute even to death those who do not tamely yield· 
to their usurpation of authority:. It is the worst 
phase of' anarchy that has ever appeared in this 
country, and should be opposed by every true 
American citizen. 

Another, and the chief reason why we oppose 
religious legislation, is that, no matter how sincere 
and conscientious its ·advocates may be, its influ
ence can be only to bar the progress of' true re
ligion, and to propagate immorality. Tlw proof 
of this is ample. We will begin with the argu
ment for the. suppression of Sunday newspapers. 
The Nat·ional Presbytm·ian, of January, 1889, in 

. ,an editorial on "The Church and the Sunday 
Newspaper," said:-

"The responsibility of the church for the continued 
existence of th~.Sunday newspaper is beginning to 

· attract the attention of thoughtful men. It is a fact 
which it is idle to attempt to conceal, that it is sus
tained by the patronage of the members of the evan
gelical churches. It is the support given them by 
this class, and this alone, that makes it practir:able,to 
continue the publication of these papers. The re
sponsibility, then, of this great and growing evil is 
'with the church." · 

·The Chicago Advance of January 24, 1889, 
contained an article by Rev. Geo. C. Noyes, 
D.D., entitled, "The Sunday Newspaper,-an 
Expostulation," in which it was stated:-
. "If allithe Christian people in. the land who read _ 
or adyertise in the Sunday papers were to withdraw 
their patronage, the publicatioil of every one of them 
would cease within a month. Upon Christian people 
rests the responsibility of their continued publica-
tion.'' · 

The Rev. Herrick Johnson, in his published 
spee~h upon the Sunday newspaper, brings this 
indictment against it:-

"It is tempting hundreds and thouRands to stay 
away frokthe sanctuary, and making it manifold 

·harder for the .tri1th to reach those who go. Ruskin 

says, in viE1w"of the thronging activities of our times, 
the rush and.r~;~ar of our busy life, the push and press 
and ambitions of trade, a minister on Sunday morn.· 
ing has just 'Jhirty minutes to rai§,e the dead in. 
The Sundt~y newspaper is another huge stone laid on 
that sepulcher, making it just so muQJt haJiliWr to raise 
the dead.'' 

Again he says:-

"This is the fearful indictment against it, that it 
is keeping an army of, workmen from the day of 
rest they ought to have. It is educating an army 
of newsboys to trample on the Sabbath, and so coun
teracting the best influences that Christian peo
ple are making to throw a.round them. . . . It is 
honeycombing society with false notions about the 
Sabbath; and it is deadening the spiritual sensibilities 
even of many of the people of God." 

Now, here is an acknowledged evil in the 
church; professed Christian people are having 
their spiritual sensibilities deadened, and are 
openly violating their church obligations; and 
what iS' the remedy proposed? Is it a revival of 
religion? or increased zeal on the part of the 
ministry? Oh, no; it is to have the State sup
press the thing which is leading them astray. 
What is the plan proposed to enable the minis
ter to reach the people? Is it to ask the aid of 
the Holy Spirit ?-Not at all; it is only to ask the 
aid of the State to suppre~s the Bunday news
paper. Tl~us the effect of religious legislation is 
to substitute the power of the State for the power 
of the Spirit sf God. It surely can need no ar
gument to show that. the religion thus fostered 
will be only a hollow shell. It will he State re
ligion, and not the religion of the Spirit of God. 

The State may force people to chnrch, and may 
enforce a form of religion, but the Spirit of God 
alone can reach the heart ; and without tMs 
power an enforced form is worse than useless, . 
since many people will trust. in that form, and 
will rest content with that alone. It is a most 
humiliating confession of weakness and wicked
ness, when the church asks the aid of the State. 
Take the statements cited from the National Pres
byterian and the Advance. . Appeals for Sunday 
laws, based on such statements, amount. to just 
this: "We,have so much evil in the church-so 
manydisorderly members-:-that we are unable to 
do anything; there are not enough conscientious 
members to discipline the disorderly ones; and 
not enough of the Spirit of God in the church to 
convert them; and so we must have the help of 
the State to enforce church discipline, and estab
lish a form of godliness." 

1'hey do not realize that this is simply to re
ject God and to trust in t~e power of man. Says 
Bislwp Vincent, "TI!e church makes a great 
mistake when it seeks to secure worldly position, 
and to influence temporal power." "The abomi
nation of abominations is the aspiration after 
temporal power on tl1e part of the church. All 
the church wants is spiritual power, and this goes 

-out when temporal power is invoked." 
Those who appeal to the _State to help the 

church in its struggles, should learn a lesson 
from Ezra. When he was on his journey from 
Babylon to Jerusalem to build the city, he had to_ 
pass with women and children through a hostile 
country. He was greatly troubled; but instead 
of asking the king for a troop of soldiers to pro
tect his company, he fasted and prayed to the 
Lord. Says he:-

" For I was ashamed to require o~the king a band 
of soldieFS and horsemen to help us against the 
enemy in the way; because we haM"spolil:!n unto the 
king saying, The hand of ,our God is upon all them 
for good that seek him; but his power a,pd his wrath 
is against all them that forsake hinr. "~~o we fasted 
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tt11d besought 01ir God for this; and he was entreated 
tor us." Ezra 8 : 22, 23. 

. The-church has preached to the world about 
tlle power of God; yet, unlike. Ezra, it is not 
ashamed to ask tQe world for help, instead of 
trusting in God. Thus they confess their lack of 
knowlege of God. Two great evils must result 
from this course: ;First, the world will no more 
believe that there is any such thing as the power 

'of the Holy Spirit, and it will think itself su
preme. Second, both the church and the world 
will be plunged more deeply into. sin; because the 
ehurch is appealing for help against an evil, to 
the very source of that evil. Theworld cannot 
pulify the worl~. A worldly church cannot 
ciear itself of w.orldliness by the aid of the world. 
Th~refore Christh111s should oppose religious leg
islation for the honor of God, and for the preserva
tion of his truth. 
. ·'But I have asti.ll -stronger indictment in this 
line to bring against religious legislation. It is 
that such legislation naturally tends to the gross- ' 
est immorality, and, what is worse, leads the vic
ious to think that they are Christians. Ground 
for thiweharge·· is found in the following state
ments. Dr. Edwards, in his New York address 
before referred to, said :--

" And yet another objection is that the laws of 
Moses will have to be re-enacted and enforced among 
us, and that these laws are not at all fitted to our 
thnes, 'our freedom, our civilization. I confess that I 
am not at all afraid of Moses. . . . Now, ifthere 
pe anything in the laws of Moses ,which the coming 
of Christ and the subsequent ovex:throw of Judaism 
did not abrogate, let them be poilited out-there 
cannot be many of them-and we are prepared to 
accept them and have them re-enacted." 

Again, in the hearing on the Sunday-Rest 
bill before the Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor, Senator Blair asked the question:-

"Suppose that human beings trying to live in 
,accordance with the will of God, re-enact his law; 
and write it in tlwir statute-books; is it wrong for 
sbciety to put,into its public laws the requirements of 
the obedience to God and his law?"-Ilearing,p. 65. 

krid when this question l1ad been answered by 
the statement that the effect of Sunday legisla
tion is to call tho attention of the individual to 
h~tman authority, to the exclusion of the divine, 
J,VIr. Blair replied:-

"The will of God exists. He requires the observ
ance of the seventh day, just as l1e prohibits murder; 
and.as we re-enact his law in making a law andre
·enforCing it against murder, so all the States have en
acted laws against the desecration of the Sabbath, 
going further or not so far, according to the idea of 
various.Legislatures."-Ib. p. 66, 

Just think of it! Re-enacting the law of God! 
And not simply re-enacting it, but even going 
farther than God, according to the State Legisla
tnres I Was greater presumption. ever dreamed 
of? ·what could more perfectly meet the de
scription of the power that should oppose and 
exalt itself above all that is called God or that 
is worshiped? 

But listen to twt? more-statements on the same 
point. In the Christian Statesma.n of May 30, 
Hl89, Mr. Crafts sairl :-:-

"The laws of (mr statute-books that re-enact the 
seventh commandment are, as distinctly biblical in 
their, origin as the laws that. re-enact a part of the 
fourth commandment .. " 

And Mr. Blair, cout.inuing his Temarks before 
referred to, said :-

"Now the question comes right to this point: God 
having ordained the Sabbath, a§ you concede, with all 
religious organization~, here is the national govern
.ment,.which alone can make that law of God opera
tive in this sphere of national action. Why should 

not the nationai government, then, re-enact that con
ceded law of tbe AlmightY, and make it effective?" 
-Hearing, p. 66. 

Here we see aiFutter ignoring of the power of 
the Spirit of God to influence men. The national 
government alone able to make the law of God 
effective!! We have already noted the blasphe
mous presumption of such an ide,a, but now after 
ope more citation we wish t~ call special atten
tion to the result upon the peo:ele. In the 
Christian Nation of D~cember 5, 1888, the Rev. 
N. M. Johpston, speaking of Christ's work on 
earth, said of him:-

" He healed disease; an intimation that when his 
gospel shall prevail, and wickedness be-suppressed by 
law, then pestilence and disease shall be unknown." 

Now note the following points:-
1. The lii,w of God is spiritual. God requires 

truth in the inward parts. He has declared 
that outward ,compliance with his requireme~ts 
amounts to nothing unless the service is from the 
.heat·t. His word declares .that lmb·ed is munler, 
and that a lu,stful desire or look is adultery. No 
sign may be. made tl1at man can see, but God, 
who looks upon the heart, sees violation of his 
commandments. The Pharisees, who appeared _ 
righteous outwardly unto men, but were corrupt 
within, were denounced in most unmeasured 
terms. See Matt. 23: 26-2S. 

2. As wickedness has to do with the l1eart, so 
has morality; and nothing but the Spirit of God 
can reach the heart. No law, not excepting the 
law of God, can put down wickedpess. '1'he only 
righteousness that is worthy of the name is the 
righteousness ·of .faith. The apostle P:;tul de
clared that he did not want to be found at the 
la~t day having the righteousness of the law, 
but only with the righteousness which is by the 
faith of Jesus Christ. 

3. Since the la\V of God has to do with the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, it is evide11t 
that no human law can enforce obedience to it, 
nor punish for disobedience thereof. A m~n 
may be as corrupt at heart_ as Satan can make 
him, and yet if he preserves· a fair exterior, men 
may call him good. Therefore it follows that, 

4. 'When the State assumes the power of re
enacting and making effective the laws of God, it 
will declare men to be moral who are grossly 
corrupt. And since the l)atural tendency of 
men is to self-satisfaction,· the result will be to 
fasten men in chains of vice. It will be useless 
to preach the gospel to m~n w}lom a power 
which they are taught to believe has authority 
above God, has declared to be rif?hteous. And 
so the-so-called Christiap nation will be a nation 
where murder, adultery, and theft will be clotlwd 
with the garb of Chdstianity. Thus the abettors 
of religious legislation tal~e away the key of 
knowledge, not· entering into the kingdom of 
God themselve:;, and hil1dering those who would. 

To sum up: We oppose religious legislation by 
civil governments, because it is unjust, and incon
sistent with that civil liberty which is inalienable 
and God-given,-· ll:specittlly is it un-American, 
directly subversive of that which the founders of 
this government fought and labored to establish 
and maintain. Still mor.e do we oppose it, because 
it is antichristian, tending only to immorality and 
practical· idolatry. It repudiates the power of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit; it treats the word of 
God as a common thing, subjecting it to the 
judgment of men and the caprices of politician:;;; 
it even denies God himself, by attributing ·to 
fallible mortals the-authority which belongs to 
him alone. 

It is, in fact, of the very essence of heathenism; 
for while a true theocracy is the best government 
that could be imagined,-God himself being 
ruler,-when men appoint themselves vicegerents 
of God, they do just what the heathen did. 
Tl1eref'ore, we call on all true Americans-upon 
all lovers of the liberty bequeathed to us by our 
fathers in the immortal Declaration of Independ
ence; and with a still louder call we appeal to 
all lovers of God, of the Bible jj,S his inspired 
word, and of the pnre gospel of the Lord J es\js 
Christ, to unite with us in warning the people 
against this monster of injustice and my!Jtery of 
iniquity-religions legislation. R. J. w. 

The President or Congress? 

V NDER the,above heading, the Catholic- News 
of December 11 gives editorial utterance to the 
following, which contains some good points:-

"·where does the power lie under the Constitution 
of the United States, in the President or in Congress? 
In clause after clause we find the powers of Con~ress 
Axpressed or restricted. As to the President, .we find 
little. The amendments to the Constitution, among 
other things, exact that Congress shall make no law 
establishing a religion. This is definite. Then the 
question is whether the President ca11 practically, 
without law or constitutional authority, make an es
tablished religion. Religious tests are abolished, but 
if the President can mmove all office-holders of one 
religion, he violates the Constitution virtually, makes 
a religious test, and an established religion. Nor can 
the President escape responsibility by appointing a 
subordinate to do this work. To make an established 
religion it is not necessary to make the d,octrines of 
one Protestant denomination the religion. It suffices 
that the mass of doctrines (including hostility to, and 
protest againbt, Catholicity) known as the Protestant 
religion is virtually established. This certainly has 
been done by Mr. Harrison so far as the Indian De
partment is concerned, and it is a constitutional ques
tion whether in this he does not lay himself open to 
impeachment. It may be said that the Protestant 
reli,gion is not a recognized body of doctrines, or a 
sect, with government and organb:ation. The reply 
.is clear. This is not necessary. The term, 'the 
Protestant religion,' is one recognized in the statute

' book and the legal decisions of nearly all the original 
thirteen States, and was understood perfectly by the 
men who framed the Constitution of the United 
States, and by men who called for the amendments. 
The fii'St constitution of the State of South Carolina 
established the Pl:otesta~t religion in distinct terms. 
No one was eligible to either House ' unless he be of 
the Protestant religion,' a.nd it em~cted in express 
terms: ' Th,e Christian Protestant shall be deemed, 
and is hereby constituted and declared to be, the rec 
ligion of this State.' North Carolina excl~ded from 
office every pei'Son 'who shall deny the truth of the 
Protestant religion.' New Hampshire required the 
governor artd legislators to ' be of the Protestant re
ligion.' The-term was thus-fully recognized and nn
dei'Stood. 
"Now, :M:r. Harrison, acting through Messrs. Morgan 

and Dorchester, has actually made ' the Protestant 
religion' the religion of the United States, and made 
adherence to that religion a test. Both these steps 
are in direct violation of the Constitution of the 
United States, and a nsnrpat!on of powers not con
ferred npon him by that organic instrnment. It re
mains to be seen whether this question shall he 
raised, and his conduct an-aigned. If any of the 
patriotic feelings of our ancestors of 1789 J'emain, he 
will be called to a strict account. There must be no 
established religion in the United States, no religious 
test required of anyone fitted to hold office. The 
question is not a mere trifling one about one person 
in office or another, it touches the very essentials of 
the government under the Constitution .. of the United 
States." 

If we could believe that tbewriter·of the above 
was sincere, we qould applaud him ; but we are 
compelled to believe that the cam;e of his griev
ance is that President Harrison is inclined to 
favor the Protestant religion rath~r than the 
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Catholic. We know that there are Catholics to all sects, whether they believe in Christianity or TitE following from the Christian Union of 
who are really Americans, who want no establish- not, whether they were Jews or infidels.'- December 12 will throw light upon the editorial 

f 1. · f · k" d l · I "It is the Rpirit of American government for .the ls 
ment o re Igwn · o any m w 1atever m t 1e State to select and payj from public taxes, ministers ·C ewhere quoted from the Catholic News, and is 
United States; but we are certain that no Cath- of the· gospel to preach even s(mnd doctrine, however· .. worth reading on its own account at this time 
olic newspaper would say a word agti.inst any ex-' 'much·it might be fcirthe public good: Qu the same when there is a movement to g-ive the church the 
altation its church might receive.at .the hands of· principlE'), it is not for, the State to employ school- chief control of the public schools:-
the State. But the Ni.ews. is shrew.d .. e. Pough to see· . teachers at the expense, of the tax-payers to teach the "~f"tb t tl t d th ttl R ' - gospel of Christ to children; arid any religion less 1 e rue,.a.s curren Y repor e ' a ·· w oman 
tl]at a Utll.on of Cl1urcl1 and State 'does not neces Qat olic hierarchy, represented by such infl.uent1'al ' , · · · . - than that is not worth fighting ov~er. ·1 · 1 St t 't" f d dignitaries as Bishops Ireland and Riordan, ahd san y Imp y . a e recogm wn o some one · e- , "It has been said that the State has inherent·right · 1 h d even Ca:rdina;l Gibbons, are resisting the appoint-
nomination. It says: "To make an establis 1ed and duty to determine w at thee ucation of children 

h ll b Th · 1 t ·th . th" b t •t d ment of General Mor~Zan as Indian commissioner 
rell. !!I.Oll 1"t 1"s not necessary to mal·e the doctrines 8 a e. ere Is muc 1 · ru In IS, u 1 nee s d ·n D 1 'i • d ~ ~ an . r. ore lester as supermten ent of Indiaii 
f' r~ t t t d . t" th l" . It very careful tlimitations. Did the Protestant . world schools, on the ground that these gentienien are 

o one ro es ap enomma 1011 e re lgwn. approve when the Catholic authorities in Italy (if I · 
ffi tl t tl f d t · (" l d" hostile to tire Roman ·catholic Church, and are re-su ces 1a 1e mass o oc rmes me u mg remember), seizing from his parents the Jewish boy moving from office Roman Catholic appointees, the 

hostility to and protest against Catholicity) known Mortara, educated him in the Romanist faith? The 
S 

, . . fact furnishes another· argument a!!'ainst t!1e anoma-
as the Protestant relig1• 011 is virtually established." truth is, the tate' must ms1st, fo.· its own existence 1 t h" '? • 1 ous sys em w 1ch has grown up m t,1e Indian 
'rl1l·s t"s true. Atld J•t l·s J·ust as true tliat t1Ie rec- and welfare in a republic, on the instruction of chil- Bu f . t h" b t , tl f d l reau o quast-par ners 1p e ween w e era 

. f I> bl . f 1 Cl . . dren in all needed branches, and for the diffusion of government and the churches in the work of educa-
ognitwn o so we e a caricature o t le Iristran general intelligence as against ignorance. This 

1. · ld b 1 "b"t l b ] · f h tion. It makes little difference in their bearing on re Igwn as wou e ex n 1 e< y sur 1 a mnon o grand idea demands the sc ool system; but let it that system whether the charges are true or false. 
Protestants and Catholics as is proposed by Na- stop when it interferes with religious faiths." If they are true, that an Indian commissioner can 
tio11al Reformers and many Protestant leaders, From these premises Dr. Quint reasons very' by virtue of his office work against a particular de
and by the Catholic laymen's congress, would be conclnsi:veiy that~ nomination is a serious objection to the system;· if 

they are false, the fact that he can be subjected 
an establishment of reli~ion, and a violation of "Any sadsfactory religious· instruction in pi:tblic to groundless suspicions and false accusations in the 
tl1e Constitution. schools is absolutely impracticable; and we may as faithful discharge of his duty, and that church in

Religiouslnstruction in Publi.cSchools. 

TitE following from "Romanism versus the 
Public School System," a book written by Daniel 
Dorchester, D.D., and published by the Metho
dist Book Concern, Phillips & Hunt, New York, 
although directed especially against the teaching 
of Catholic doctrine in the public schools, applies 
equally w(;lll to Protesta11t teaching. We bl:ispeak 
for it a careful reading:-

The provisions of the National and State Con
stitutions are sqch that the matter· of religious ex
ercises in the public schools is restricted wilhin 
very narrow limits, specific instruction being 
ruled out, 

The Constitution of the United States says:
,, Congress shall make no law ·respecting an estab

lishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof." 

.Massachusetts says: "No subject shall be hurt, 
molested, or restrained in his person, liberty, or estate, 
for worshiping_God in the manner moot agreeable to 
the dictates of his own conscience, or for h.is religious 
profession or sentiment.'' 

Its Bill of Rights Eays also : " All religious sectssnd 
denominations demeaning themselves peaceably and 
as good citizens of the commonwealth, shall be 
equally under the protection of the law; and ~o sub
ordination of anv one sect or denomination to an
other shall ever be established by 'law.'' 

A statute, in the same spirit, ·forbids the intro
d11ction of any text-book "favoring the tenet of any 
particular sect of Christians. '' These are in harmony 
with the act of the people which, in 1833, finally de
stroyed the power of towns or the State to tax the 
people for the support of churches. 

AN ABLE DISCUSSION. 

Said Rev .. .A. H. Quint; D.D. (Congregation
alist, July 26, 1888), after quoting the fOrego
ing:-

" These provisions de.clare a perfect equality· of re
ligious denominations, that no one shall ·be put in 
power by la\v, and that no tenet of any sect shall 
be favored. This :rtecessarily rules out of the schools 
1·digious instruction, if it is consistently carried out. 

. A Romanist .cannot impose his tenets upon a Prot
estant child, and a Protestant teacher cannot impose 
his tenets u.\?on a Catholic child. A Baptist teacher 
cannot teach Imrp.ersion, and a Congregational teacher 
cannot teach endless punishment. Whether we like 
this or !lOt, it is he fact. No 'common law' even, 
no theory of some unwritten power in the State, can 
override the constitutional fetters which the American 
Revolution produced. No clearer authority is needed 
than that of Judge Story; in his opinion in the great 
Girard will case, where he declares thiR new limita
tion, and where he says, of the equality stated in the 
Pennsylvania Bill ofRights (like other8), that 'the. 
la.nguage must have been intended to extend eqrially 

well acknowledge it. An avowedly secular system is fluence can be brought to bear for the retention in 
far better for religion than a formal sham. , vVe can- o.ffice o~ in~ompetent officials, is an equally conclu-

SIVe obJection to the system. The contract school 
not teach the distinctive tenets of any Christian system is impaled on either horn of this dilemma. 
denomination. Then, without tenets, what is there That system has grown up naturally, and cannot, 
to teach? Our own churches cannot consent to the probably, be abolished at a blow without serious in
Romanist papal authority as a tenet on one hand, nor jury; but the fact that it introduces sectarian strlfe 
to the denial of Christ's divinity on the other ; in political administration should be of itself enough 
and neither of these will leave the field to us, nor to to make our Congress resolve to provide, at the 
all the denominations combined who hold the 'doc- ()arliest possible moment, in lieu of it, a system of 

- education wholly under federal control and main-
trines commonly called evangelical.' There is no tained at federal expense, leaving the churches in
possible common ground. Eliminate all except what dependent of the State, and disentangled from all 
all hold in CO!lllllOn-Romanist, Protestant, indiffer- alliances with it, to do their religious WOl'k without 
iJ.· nt, Jew, freethinker-and the remainder. Are eith-er help or hindrance from the national goyern-

1 · ment.'' . j.najorit.ies to ru e? There IS nothing more danger-
pus than majorities unfettered by constitutions. 
! "It may be 'Said that we have the Bible read in 
schools. A law of . 856 required it, and a law of 
~880 forbade any ' note or comment,' and excused 
from it aU pupils whose parents objected to it. How 
innch Bible is that? One teacher reads of Moses in 
the bulrushes and of David and Goliath ; and another 
reails colorless psalms. Suppose the law be changed, 
and note and comment be made lawful-whose doc
trine is to be taught by the teacher to our children? 
: "No. The safest, way, the wisest way, is to secular
ize the schools. It is simply asserting the American 
principle, that , no church or anti-church shall use 
for its own purpose the public schools maintained by 
the taxation of tho people. It makes them no more 
1rreligious than a State blacksmith shop would be. It 
~ould teach the ordinary branches at the public ex
pense, and leave. religious teaching to parents

1
.where 

i:iod himself placed it. God established the family; 
men established the pub1ic-school system; 
! "It must not be understood that secularizing th~ 
~chools excludes teaching and training in the morai 
virtues. These lie at the basis of all beliefs or no be
iief~. They enter necessarily into the governmept 
of every school1 and the dailv intercourse of one 
pupil with all other pupils. The:y cannot by any 
possibility bjJ put out of sight. They are proper 
subjects of direct instruction. The Massachusetts 
Constitution, which prohibi~s so plainly the tenets 
pf every sect and denominatwn, expressly directs all 
teachers to 'inculcate the principles of humanity and 
general benevolence, public and private charity, in
Uustry and frugality, .honesty, and punctuality in 
their dealings; sincerity·, good-humor, and all social 
hffections and generous sentiments among the 
people.' Nor is there any doubt that this subject 
l3hould be.emphasized even farther than it now is." 
' It is plain that if all classes are to use the 
public ~chool there must be no specific religious 
instruction. . It cannot be imparted ·consistently 
\vith the American system of government. If re
ligious instruction is given, it will he almost cer
tain to savor of some particular sect; and moneys 
raised by taxation upon the whole·people cannot 
be rightfully used for that .Purpose. ~eligious 
education must be taught elsewhere-in .the 
church and the home. Neither the f;ltate,nor the 
church, nor the home sirigly, can do the whole. 
work, the-complete work, of education. · 

"A ;FEW years ago," says the Press·-and Horti
culturist, of 'Riverside, this State, "we fought a 
hard figh~ to prevent the abrogation of the State 
Sunday law, largely, it is true, b~cause it gave us 
the only State restriction of the liquor traffic 
which we had. It was lost, mainly through the 
failure of radical temperance people to see the 
practical v~iue of th~ law as a temperance 
measure, and no party can afford to chp.mpion its 
res~oration, in view of that experience." 

Probably the reason why "radical temperance 
people" failed "to see the value" of the California 
Sunday law "as a temperance measure,'! was that 
it had no value in that direction. And yet with 
characteristic consistency, some of tlws13 same 

· ''radical "temperal).ce people" accuse us. of' being 
in league not only with the saloons, ~ut with 
every·.other evil, because we oppose Sunday·Jaws. 

Government of Switzerland. 

"THE .FEDERAL GoVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND· AN 
Ess.Av ON THE CoNSTITUTION," by Bernard M~ses 
Ph.D., professor of history and political economy; 
University pf California. Pacific Press Publishing 
Co., San Francisco and Oakland, Cal., 43 Bt;md 
Street, New York, 48 Paternoster Row, London, Eng. 

What true patriotic American ought not to be in
terested in the little federation of Central Emope, 
which, amid the imperialism of medieval ages, and 
the revolutionf! of later times, 1'naintained the prin
Ciples of liberty,-principles trammeled, it is tme · 
by the tenacious traditions of past ages, and a per: 
verted religion, but ever growing brighter and 
clearer as we near the present. Professor Moses 
has portrayed these gradual steps of emancipation 
in a clear and graphic style. His analysis of the 
Swiss Government, of its advantages and disadvan
tages, its various steps toward its present form as 
compared with American republics, are lucid and 
striking. The chapter headings will give something 
of an idea of the scope of the work: Antecedents 
of Swiss Federalism, Distrib~tion of Power, 'fhe 
Legislature, The EJtecutive, The Judiciary, Foreign 
Relations; Internal Relations, The Army and the Fi
nances, Rights and Privileges, The Common Pros
perity. These .features are all made more striking 
by comparing them with those of other republics, 
notably our own. It is an excellent treatise and 
tex~~book upon a subject; and concerning.a country, 
wh1ch ought to be :mut',!h better lmo.wn. The book 
i,sqomprehe:t:sive, cqnci.fle, .clear,.and interesting, and 
dP.serves.lt Wlde.{)ircnlation. 121110., cloth, price $1.50. 
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W ITH the beginning of the new year, the AMERICAN SENTINEL will enter upon its fifth year 

H EALDSBURG COLL'GE 
HEALDSBURG, OA.L, ofpublkation. IT STANDS ALONE-the only journal of its class-in that it is exclu-

A MODEL. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION. 

Four courses o(instructlon,. classical, scientific, 
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After ,January 1, 1890, this papeP will be pul>tishetl 
at 48 Bond Stpeet, New York Oity, Otw excha>:yes, ad
vertiiJers, and correspondents wilt please 'fnake a note 
of this fact, and sentl all papePs and dlPect all cor
respondence, to reach us after December 151 to our 
new add>•ess. 

A STATE Sunday convention was held in 
Cleveland, 0., December 16 and 17, by the Cleve
land Ministers' Union and the Ohio Sabbath 
Union. It is significant that in the program 
Mrs. Bateham's address was preceded by an ad
dress by the editor of the Catholie Universe, on 

·"Roman Catholic Co-operation in the Sunday
- Rest Movement." 

A WASHINGTON dispatch of December 4 
says:---'" 

'' Senator Cockrell to-day presented a memorial of 
citizens of Ralls and Pike Counties, Missouri re
monstrating against the passage of any bill for th~ ob
servance of Sunday or any other religious institution 
or rite, and also against any amendment to the Con
stitution providing for religious instruction in the 
public schools. It prays that the government be 
kept strictly secular, and that Church and State be en-
tirely separate." -

Those Missouri people give evidence of a just 
conception of what civil government should be. 

To enforce upon men the laws of Christian 
morality is nothing else than an attempt to 
compel them to be Christians, and does in fact 
compel them to be hypocrites. It will be seen 
at once that this will be but to invade the rights 
of conscience, and this, one of the v-ice-presidents 
of the Natio~al Reform Association declares, 
civil power has the right to do. Rev. David 
Gregg, D.D., now pastor of Park Street Church, 
Boston, a vice-president of the National Reform 
Association, plainly declared in the Christian 
Statesman of June 5, 1884, that the civil power 
"has the right to command the consciences of 
men." ------.-----

"Every sin, secret or public, against !3od, is a sin 
against our country, and is high treaso4 against the 
State."-Christian Statesman, August 9, 1888. 

Every sin, whether "secret or public," being 
"high treason" against the State, the State must 
punish it, even secret sin. But how shall the 
State discover secret sins except by !}n Inquisi
tion? This again confirms the logic of the theo
cratical theory of earthly government-that the 
Inquisition is the inevitable consequence. And 
so far as the National Reformers are concerned, 
it is certain that they are ready to use the power 
which they are doing their best to secure. 

A CALL has been issued for a conference on 
"the Christian Principles of Civil Government," 
to be held inCincinnati, January 21, 22, 1890. 
The call states that it is the imperative duty of 

- Christians and patriots to "band themselves to
gether to banish vice and immorality from our 
land." It also says that the enemy is coming in 
like a flood, and that," it is high time to lift up a 

' standard against him." Our Bible says that 

when the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the r~ord shall lift up a standard against him; 
but National Reformers arrogate to themselves, 
and to civil law, the offices and power of the 
Spirit of God. The call is issued by a large 
number of ministers, and the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union will co-operate. Among the 
subjects to be discussed are "The Limitations of 
Personal Liberty," "The Civil Sftbbath," "The 
Sunday Newspaper," "The Sabbath Movement. 
in Cincinnati," "The Sabbath and the Laboring 
Man," "The Place of the Bible in Civil Laws," 
" The Moral Legislation Needed in Ohio," and 
"The Moral Accountability of Nations." 

THE effort to secure a -national Sunday law 
which will result in the revival of the methods of 
the Inquisition, is gaining strength. Although 
the Blair Sunday-Rest bill died with the last 
Congress, the work of circulating Sunday-law 
petitions has been pushed with redoubled energy. 
The advocates of the movement are more thor
oughly organized than ever, and opposition has 
tended only to make them more determined and 
more unscrupulous, although more discreet in 
their methods. If the present Congress does not 
witness the passage' of a Sunday bill more strin
gent, yet more plausibly. worded, than that intro
duced by Senator Blair, it will not be from 
lack of' determination on the part of the National 
Reform Association, the American Sabbath Un
ion, and allied organizations. 

IN the Christian at Wm·k's report of the late 
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, ''\'e find the 
following:-

"Beginning with the first great need of the city, 
'religious awakening,' Professor Ely, in a most admi
rably classified address, spoke at length on what he 
ealled a' Renaissance of Nationalism.' 'The govern
ment,' he said, 'is a God-given agency for which 
we must work, and through which we must work, if 
ever we are to regenerate m~tnkind. Of all the work 
that has been done, of all that can be done, for the 
elevation of humanity, the most successful work is 
legislative work.'" 

This is a speech to fill the heart of the 
National Reformer with delight. The Christian 
Nation has told about suppressing wickedness 
by law, and now we are told about regenerating 
humanity by law. ·what use such f(>lks have for 
the Bible we cannot see, for . it knows of no 
means of regeneration except the Spirit of God. 
And yet National Reformers call themselves 
Christian, and their work a Christian reform! 

------~-.-·--------

SENA'rOR BLAIR is on hand with his little grist 
of bills for Congress. On the 9th inRt., he intro
duced a bill "to secure to the people the privi
leges of rest and religious worl'lhip, free from dis
turbance by others, on the first day of the week." 
We quote from the newspaper report. It will 
be noticed that this bill was introduced the same 
day that the American Sabbath Union met in its 
first annual convention in New York:. It is 
fair to suppose that the bill which Mr. Blair in
troduced is one which had received the approval 
of his employers, and that·they will lobby for it 
without any mental reservation. If the above 
quotation gives the substance of the bill, it is a 
most hypocritical fraud; for there is not a man 
who does not know that in this country every 
man has the privilege of resting and worshiping 
on the first day of the week if he wishes to. Mr. 
Blair seems to be thoroughly imbued with the 
medieval idea that government is only for the 
majority. 

'fHE Rev. Dr. Dorchester, from whose book, 
"Romanis!ll versus the Public-School System," 
we have quoted at length elsewhere in this paper, 
says (p. 227) that if all classes are to use the 
public schools, seYeral conditions must be observed, 
among which he cites the following :-

"There must be no religions instruction in them. 
If attempted it will be likely to savor of some particu
lar sect. To attempt it would be inconsi~tent with the 
American system of government, and perilous to the 
successful administration of the school system. A 
purely secular basis is the only basis on which all 
citizens can unite. Then no one's doctrines are as
sailed or slurrE)d. There is abundant opportunity for 
parents, Sunday-schools, and churches, to look after 
the religious education, the public school occupying 
only about one-sixth of the hours of the year. The 
public school can succeed only on a completely non
sectarian absolutely secular basis. On any other 
plan it is doomed." 

According to this, and it cannot be denied, 
Senator Blair, although the professed friend of 
education, is working for the overthrow of our 
public-school system. This is a fact, although he 
is doubtless sincere in his work. The country 
has less to fear from plotting Jesuits than from 
professed Protestant National Reformers. 

---~'"'----------

IN the Elgin Convention, November 8, 1887, 
Dr Mandeville said on the subject of Sunday 
laws:-

"When the church of God awakes and does its 
duty on one side, and the State on the other, we 
si_lall have no further trouble in this matter." _ 

Yes, we remember how it was before when the 
Church and the State were united. The gentle 
Albigenses in Southern France greatly disturbed 
the church. But the church was wide-awake, 
for Innocent III. was pope. Philip ·Augustus 
was king of France; and the church awoke the 
State with the cry, "Up, most Christian king! 
up, and aid us in our work of vengeance!" 
And thus, with the energy of the pope on one 
side, and of Philip on the other, the soldiers of 
Philip marched down upon the Albigenses, and 
swept them from the earth. And as "the church 
did its duty on one side and the State on the 
other," th~re was no further trouble in that 
matter. 

THE American Sentinel, published weekly by 
the Pacific Press Publishing Co., Oakland, Cal., 
$1.00 a year, is doing good service in opposing those 
narrow-minded advocates of the union of Church 
and State.- Wauseon, 0., Republiean. 
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