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THE religious world in general has now entered upon
that period of extra-biblical observances which culmin-
ates in the festival of Easter.

This festival has acquired an importance in the re-
ligious world which is in inverse proportion to the dis-
tinction accorded it in the Scriptures of divine truth.
By Catholics and Protestants alike, it will be observed
in a manner calculated to give the impression that it is a
thing of the greatest importance to all Christians, in-
stead of a mere innovation, as it is, without any standing
whatever in the Word of God.

Why is this day observed? By Protestants, it is
observed in commemoration of the resurrection of Christ.
The underlying idea of the observance is that on Easter
morning Christ arose from the dead. Easter day is not
a weekly or monthly day, but a yearly day; and in its
celebration Protestants recognize the fact that the day
of Christ’s resurrection from the dead is a yearly day.
Like any other event,—as for example the birth of the
infant Christ,—the day of its happening would recur not
once a week or once a month, but once a year. As well
might it be claimed that Christmas or Independence day
comes every week, asthat this is true of the day of Christ’s
resurrection.

" The festival of Easter, we repeat, is on the part of
Protestants at least,a recognition of this fact; for if
the day of the resurrection comes once a week, it does
not come once a year, but fifty-two times a year; and
any yearly celebration of the day would be without any
reason whatever.

But these same Protestants observe the first day of
every week in commemoration of this same event. In
this they contradict themselves with reference to Easter;

and in the observance of Easter they contradict them-
selves with reference to Sunday.

Of course, being a yearly day, it could not come every
year on Sunday; yet lo, by theological sleight-of-hand it
is made to coincide every year with that day of the
week! Equally marvelous with this is the fact that it
does not have to occur each year in the same month.
Sometimes it happens in March, sometimes in April, ac-
cording as the moon may have fulled before or after the
sun “crossed the line.”” But whether in one month or
the other, it is celebrated as the day of the resurrection
of Christ.

Had this celebration been fixed on a. certain date, as
Christmas is, the religious world would have found itself
celebrating, very often, some other day of the week than
Sunday in commemoration of the resurrection. And
this is the way it should be, if any attempt is to be made
to celebrate the day at all. But this would be a contra-
diction of Sunday observance which even the most ac-
complished theologian would not be able to explain.
Consequently it was decreed that the date must coincide
with Sunday, and the month and day of the month were
left to adjust themselves to a day of the week.

Of course, nobody knows the date of Christ’s resur-
rection from the dead, any more than the date of his
birth. Doubtless it was not designed by the Almighty
that these dates should be known. If God had wished
either of them to be observed, he would have preserved
them for that purpose; but their observance serves no
purpose in His economy, and He would not give any
people an excuse for observances which He has not com-
manded.

Would it not be better—infinitely so—to observe a
day which God has plainly commanded, and which He
Himself has fixed in the week? By resting on the sev-
enth day after His six days’ labor, and blessing and:
sanctifying that day as a day of rest and blessing for
mankind, the Creator established the weekly division of
time, and fixed the seventh day of that period as the
Sabbath. Why will the religious world turn aside from
the one day which God has so plainly commanded, to do
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1
honor - to other days which he has never approved?
Have they reasons for this which it 1§ certain the Creator
will accept?

s e @4

- ;
** Sundays Excep(}ed.”

A SPEAKER at the ‘“ Christian Ci{izenship " meeting in
Washington, February 28, contended that the words
“Sundays excepted "’ in that clause of the Constitution
which relates to the signing of bills by the President,
were sufficient. to demonstrate that Sunday observance
is Constitutional and therefore not un-American.

These words of the Constitutiop, however, afford no

basis whatever for an enforced observance of Sunday.-

The most that can be deduced from them is an acknowl-
edgment of the President’s right to rest on Sunday from
his official work. He is granted a certain length of
time in which to consider bills pasé_xed by Congress before
affixing his signature thereto, and in order to avail him-
self of the full limit, he would be obliged to do such work
on Sunday were that day not designated as an exception.
Were the words “Sundays excepted” left out, the pro-
vision would simply amount to the statement that the
President has nine days in which to consider the said
bills, unless he should be a man devoid of religious scru-
ples, which would be rarely if ever the case. But the
framers of the Constitution designed that the President
should have ten days—not nine days—in any case, and
accordingly made this allowance for conscientious scru-
ples against Sunday work.

No one claims that mere Sunday observance, in obe-
dience to the dictates of conscience, is unconstitutional
or un-American. Neither also is it Constitutional; for
what is Constitutional is established in the supreme law
of the land. It is simply outside the sphere of the Con-
stitution; and that instrument does not undertake to
regulate it in any way. If the President wishes to exam_
ine bills on Sunday, there is nothing in the Constitution
to prevent him; and he is equally free to observe that
day as the Sabbath if he believes that he ought to do so.

But compulsory Sunday observance is another thing
altogether. That is not sanctioned by the Constitution
in any way. That can be secured only by religious legis-
lation, which is forbidden so far as the provisions of the
Constitution extend, and is totally un-American and un-
Christian.

— o4+ -

The Spirit of It.

THE spirit of the traflic represented by the saloon is
strikingly shown in thefollowing words reported ashaving
been spoken by an official of the Ohio Liquor League, at
a recent meeting of that body:—

It will appear from these facts, gentlemen, that the
success of our business is dependent largely upon the cre-

ation of appetite for drink. Men who drink liquor, like
others, will die, and if there is no new appetite created,

our counters will be empty, as will be our coffers. Our
children will go hungry, or we must change our business
to that of some other more remunerative.

“The open field for the creation of this appetite is
among the boys. After men havegrown and their habits
are formed, they rarely ever change in this regard. It will
be needful, therefore, that missionary work be doneamong
the boys, and I make the suggestion, gentlemen, that
nickels expended in treats to the boys now, will return in
dollars to your tills afterr the appetite has béen formed.
Above all things, create appetite.”

The Union Signal, of January 28, prints the above,
and adds: ‘“‘Such a statement seems absolutely fiendish;
and yet, whether spoken or unspoken, the fact remains
that the traffic exists only by recruits from among the
boys. ‘Wanted, a hundred thousand boys,” must be the
constant motto of this infamous business, that a few
may grow rich and their children live in luxvry while their
patrons go down to thelowest depths of degradation and
poverty.”

Yet the Union Signal favors a Sunday-closing law,
by which this hideous Moloch would have legal authority
for the propagation of his awful work; for it cannot be
denied that a Sunday-closing law means legal sanction
of the saloon on other days of the week. How can Chris-
tians advocate any compromise with this evil? How can
Christianity compromise with anything that is ¢ fiend-
ish””? Why should there be a Sunday law for the liquor
traffic, any more than a Sunday law for murder?

Sabbath Observance Convention at Lancaster, Pa.

THE annual convention of the ‘Lancaster County
Sabbath Association,” was held February 4, at Lancas-
ter, Pa. The session wasdevoted to a general discussion
of topics relating to Sunday observance, and a number
of resolutions on the subject were presented and passed in
the usual manner.

The points embodied in the resolutions were-that,—

1. The Sabbath is an institution of divine origin,
of universal and perpetual obligation, declared both in
nature and revelation; and has been transferred by
divine authority from the seventh to the first day of the
week.

2. Beyond all doubt the Lord’s day is fast becoming:
secularized in the entire country.

3. The Republic can be perpetuated only upon the
eternal principles of the gospel, and by heeding the com-
mand to keep holy the Sabbath day.

4. The Sabbath was given for spiritual development
as well as bodily rest, and the Sunday newspaper does
not conduce to spiritual development and should there~
fore be shunned.

5. There should be no Sunday traftic and excursions
to deprive workingmen of Sunday rest.

6. The Mayor of Lancaster ought to issue a procla-
mation stopping all Sunday business and the crying of
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Sunday newspapers, and municipal legislation should be
had in the matter, if necessary.

7. The excuse of closed church doors in the summer
months should be removed from those who are not dis-
posed to Suhday observance.

8. Christians should not maintain Sunday excursion
trains and other Sunday traffic at camp-meetings and
other outdoor services.

9. The citizens of Lancaster protest against any
Sunday selling of liquor in hotels, and against any change
in the Sunday law of the State, except the imposition of
a heavier penalty for its violation.

The discussion of these resolutions developed that
variety of opinion respecting the nature and obligation
of the Sabbath which is the necessary result of the lack
of Scripture and logic behind the first-day institution.
The Sabbath being an igstitution of divine origin and of
universal and perpetual obligation, could not possibly
have experienced a transfer from the seventh to the first
day of the week. It stands in the very bosom of the im-
mutable precepts of the Decalogue. Its very basis is the
resting of God upon a particular day, and His blessing
of the same. The assumption that it can be changed
from that particular day to another day which God
neither rested upon nor blessed, and which therefore af-
fords no basis for the Sabbath, is a starting point from
which men’s minds can progress only further and further
from the truth, and arrive only at the most divergent
conclusions.

A number of things were said by the different speak-
ers which will not harmonize with the idea of enforced
“sabbath’ observance.

The president, Rev. Mr. Fry, said that the rock on
which the Sabbath day stands is not political expediency
nor physical necessity, but religious principle. But what
would become of the movement for Sunday enforcement
if the plea of political expediency and physical necessity
could not be urged in its support?

Rev. Mr. Hayes said that the Sabbath calls men to
worship, to commune with God. To try to enforce the
Sabbath by law, therefore, is to attempt to force men to
commune with God. He said also that the claim so fre-
quently made that the Sabbath is a Jewish institution is
absolutely untrue; and this he proved by conclusive evi-
dence. But if the Sabbath is not now a Jewish institu-
tion, was it ever such? And if it was never such, what
ground in logic or Scripture is there for the phrase *“ Jew-
ish Sabbath’ ?

Mrs. Dr. Underwood said that Sabbath rest and Sab-
bath reverence were inseparable, and could not rightfully
be divorced. This being true, as it is, any ‘attempt to
enforce Sabbath rest by law must be as improper as an
attempt to enforce Sabbath reverence.

Rev. J.Y.Mitchell said: ‘“We hear a greatdeal of talk
at sabbath conventions about Sunday papers, trolley
cars, etc., but if members of the Church are the elect of
God (and I believe they are) we ought not to consider so
much what is transpiring outside as within, and I argue

that if every Christian should resolve that henceforth he
would keep the Sabbath as it should be observed, it
would have ten times as much influence as all the resolu-
tions you can spread upon your minute books.” Itisat
the ‘“ house of Godf ” that Sabbath reform needs to begin;
but the Church, instead of doing her duty in this respect,
is calling for laws’to inaugurate such a reform among
the “heathen” outside her fold.

Rev. J. M. Titzel was the only speaker to oppose a
Sunday law, and this he did in a vigorous address in
which he said that the Church should stand for what is
right, and that church members should observe the
Lord’s day because it is right. ‘“Fall back upon the
power of law,” he said, “and you have nothing upon
which to stand. I have no sympathy with the formula-
tion of laws to inculcate morals in the people.”

Would that all those who stand before the people as
ambassadors for Christ might realize that the Sabbath
stands in the power-of God, supported by His own immu-
table law, not one jot or tittle of which can fail while
heaven and earth continue. Then they would not be
saying to the world, as they do in these ‘‘sabbath” con-
ventions, that the Sabbath depends for its enforcement
upon the fallible, mutable laws of finite man.

State Interference With the Church.

It would seem from the following which appears in
The Outlook of February 13, that Congregationalism in
the State of New York has been very seriously restricted,
if not practically abolished. by State legislation recently
enacted governing religious corporations :—

“By the ‘Religious Corporations Law’ passed in
1895, without, so far as we have been able to discover,
any knowledge or suspicion on the part of the churches
generally, and certainly with a total absence of informa-
tion on the subject among nine-tenths of the churches af-
fected thereby, Congregationalism has been abolished in
the State of New York.

““We should have a right to expect in such a law,
adopted in a process of codification, simplicity and sys-
tem. But these qualities are conspicuously lacking. It
is not easy to understand what the Religious Corpora-
tions Law of 1895 means, nor what its real effect will be.
Certain of its provisions are, however, painfully clear.
The distinction between church and society is abolished.
All persons of full age who are members in good and reg-
ular standing, or who have been stated attendants on
divine worship |in the church and have regularly contrib-
uted to its support for the year next preceding, are made
qualified voters at all meetings, spiritual and temporal.
At every such meeting the pastor, if present, must pre-
side, and in his absence the oldest officer of the church.
This presiding officer has the absolute right to ‘receive
the votes, be the judge of the qualifications of voters, and
declare the result of the votes cast on any matter.” He
majy keep the polls open at the annual meeting just as
long as he likes, so as to give his friends time to drum
up absent voters from any quarter; or he can shut them
up at the end of one hour, subject only to an appeal to
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the qualified voters present, at which he will do the
counting.

‘ Finally, Congregationalists are apparently furnished
with a ‘governing religious body’ in the American Con-
gregational Union, and Baptists with a ‘governing reli-
gious body’ in the Baptist Missionary Convention. We
say apparently, for one section seems to make this pro-
vision, another seems to recognize that there are some
denominations which have no governing religious body,
and by one act in 1896 the Baptists appear to be taken
out from the operation of this law altogether,and by an-
other act to be put back under its operation. It is, at all
events, provided that if any church ‘has failed for two
consecutive years to maintain religious services accord-
ding to the discipline, customs, and usages of such gov-
erning body, or has had less than thirteen resident at-
tending members paying annually pew rent, or making
annual contribution toward its support,’ it may be de-
clared by such' governing body to be extinet, and
the body may proceed to take possession of its property
‘and apply the proceeds thereof to any of the purposes
to which the property of such governing religious body
is devoted.’

‘‘ Under this law members of a Congregationalchurch
who have ceased for years to attend upon its services,
but have not been stricken from its rolls, may bebrought
in at any time to outvote those who have regularly at-
tended and regularly contributed to its support. They
may fix the salary of the pastor, may employ and dis-
charge or fix the salaries of any other officers, they
may, indeed, give any directions not inconsistent with
positive law; and the trustees have no option except to
obey.

“So the pastor, instead of being any longer one of
the brethren, having leadership only in spiritual affairs,
is given a control wholly foreign to the spirit of Congre-
gationalism. He determines who can vote, and he may
keep the polls open as long as may be necessary to drum
up voters to support him in a contested election. In his
absence the oldest person who holds any church office be-
comes presiding officer in his place. There is not even
any distinction between the kind of officers, after the
church is once organized. The oldest and most decrepit
man or woman who has been intrusted with any little
office in the church has the right to take the chair and
do all the counting. No appeal lies from the decision
thus made, except by taking the case into the Supreme
Court. '

“Finally, the whole idea of independency, which is
fundamental to both Congregational and Baptist disci-
pline, is cast aside. The churches are no longer free to
determine their own creed, ritual, and method of govern-
ment. They are required to conform to the ‘discipline,
customs, and usages of such governing body,’ although
the very essence of Congregationalism is that there is no
governing body and that no church is under any obliga-
tion to conform to any discipline, customs, or usages,
but ig a pure, spiritual democracy, with no law over it
but the law of :Christ, to be interpreted by itself. Thus
the independence of Congregational and Baptist churches,
g0 nobly maintained during a struggle of two centuries,
and never questioned in the third century of their exist-
ence, is destroyed at a blow by a piece of secret legisla-
tion, pushed through without attracting the slightest
public attention. The legislation would not be worse if
the law forbade bishops to exercise any supervision in an

Episcopal church, or abolished the Session, Presbytery
and Synod, and General Assembly in the Presbyterian
Church and required all churches to be independent.

_ “TheCongregational and the Baptist churches should
at once take this matter up; they should discuss it in
their church and associational meetings; they should
study this law and understand its bearings; they should
seek the counsel of the best ecclesiastical lawyers, and
then they should make common cause to secure the
abolition of a statute which might well be entitled ‘An
Act to Abolish Independency and to Secure Uniformity
of Church Government and Worship in all Independent
Churches.” ”

Doubtless the authors of this legislation had no
intention of abolishing Congregationalism in this State;
and that this has been virtually done, as the Outlook
declares, only illustrates how easily the power of the
State may be made to invade religious freedom. The
State has of course the right to legislate in regard to
religious corporations, covering the merely civil relation
which such bodies bear as corporations to the State.
But the State has no shadow of right to undertake to
regulate the internal affairs of a church as it would those
of a corporation. Very likely the State has been moved
to this kind of legislation by a disposition on the part of
the churches to make use of the State’s power in the
regulation and settlement of church matters. Let the
Church rely upon the power and wisdom of God for her
success; and let the State refrain from any intrusion
upon the affairs of the Church.

>> o<+

A One-Day-In-Seven Rest Bill.

A CIRCULAR has been sent out in Massachusetts by
a committee of Lowell citizens, asking co6peration in
securing the passage of the following bill, which has
been introduced into the State legislature, under the
title, ““An Act to better secure a rest-day for working
people” :—

“SectioN 1. No county, town, city, municipal or
other corporation, organized, located, or doing business
in the Commonwealth, and no official, agent, or rervant
of corporation, or of the Commonwealth, shall directly
or indirectly cause or allow any person to perform labor,
either under contract or otherwise, for such corpora-
tion or the Commonwealth, more than six days in a
week.

“SECTION 2. Any corporation or person violating
the provisions of this Act shall be punished by a fine
of not less than $50 nor more than $100 for each vio- -
lation.

“SecrioN 3. This act shall take effect July 1,1897.”

The movement to secure this legislation, it is stated,
was inaugurated at a meeting of the General Association
of Congregational churches of Massachusetts, held at
FallRiver last May. The circular states that ‘while this
bill will not secure to them [workingmen] all we desire.
looking at it as Christians from a religious standpoint,
yet we are satisfied it is all that can be obtained by leg-
islation at the present time.” '
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This, of course, is a plain intimation that what “we
desire, looking at it as Christians from a religious stand-
point,” is hoped for from legislation in the future. And
what else is to be expected but that preachers and church
people will look at the matter ‘“from a religious stand-
point,” and will be moved in the matter by motives aris-
ing from religious belief?

Why has the movement for a legalized weekly rest
day been inaugurated and controlled by the churches and
religious societies, if the motives behind it are not of a
religious character? ’

It will be noticed that this proposed bill does not
specify any day of the week as the day of rest; but it is
assumed in the circular that ¢if this bill becomes a law
it will make it the interest of all incorporated companies
in the State to reduce their Sunday labor to a min-
imum.” '

However this may be, or whatever the reason which
makes this a one-day-in-seven bill instead of a direct Sun-
day bill, the fact remains that no legislation can be
proper on the subject of a weekly day of rest. A weekly
rest is a matter which the Creator himself took into con-
sideration at the close of creation. and which is entirely
covered by his own Sabbath law, the fourth command-
ment. That law applies to every individual of mankind;
it is the best law for a weekly rest that could possibly be
made, and is in full force at the present time. Hence
there is neither occasion nor room for human legislation
on the subject. By any attempt at this, man will only
invade the prerogatives of God.

A Protest Against Religious Legislation

BY CITIZENS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF CONNECTICUT

EFFoORTs to induce the legislature of Connecticut to
enact new legislation in the interests of Sunday observ-
ance, have prompted seventh-day observers in that State
to protest to the governor and legislature against such
measures, on the ground of their unjust character, and
of the guaranties of religious freedom contained in the
National and State constitutions.

The protest calls attention to the principles of justice
and liberty upon which this Government was founded, as
indicated in the Declaration of Independence, the Consti-
tution, the Great Seal of the United States, which pledges
‘“a new order of things,”” the writings of Jefferson, Wash-
ington, and others; and to the following definite provis-
ion of the constitution of Connectjcut upon the point in
question:— .

‘ ARTICLE 1, SEc. 3. The exercise and enjoyment of
religious profession and worship, without diserimination,
shall forever be free to all persons in this State, provided
the right hereby declared and established shall not be so
construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or to justify
practices inconsistent with the peace and safety of the
State.

“SEc. 4. No preference shall be given by the law to
any Christian sect, or mode of worship.”

The protest cites recent cases of religious persecution
under Sunday laws in Tennessee and elsewhere, and
quotes the following in reference to Sunday from a de-
cision by Chief Justice Welch, of the Ohio Supreme
Court:—

“The General Assembly of Ohio is not a guardian of
the sanctity of the day. If it may protect the first day
of the week from desecration because it is the Christian
Sabbath, it may in like manner protect the sixth day
because it is the holy day of the Mohammedan; and the
seventh day because it is the Sabbath of the Jew and
Seventh-day Baptist.”

NATURE OF TRUE SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

The nature of true Sabbath observance is set forth
by the protest in the following :—

‘“The repeal of Sunday laws does not mean the aboli-
tion of the Sabbath. It means that theSabbath shall be
what God designed it to be, a free-will recognition of
God’s authority over the conscience, and therefore a dis-
tinguishing sign of those people who really worship God.
The Bible says:—

“‘It is a sign between me and you. . ‘that
ye may know that I am the Lord which doth sanctify
you.’

‘““When that sign is enforced by arbitrary authority
upon all, it ceases to be a sign of the sincere worshiper of
God, and become a sign of the slavish submission of the
soul to the State. It has been demonstrated in this na-
tion, that religion and religious institutions have never
been so prospered as when kept to themselves, without
any aid or support from the State. Neither is it reason-
able to suppose that this principle would be reversed in
the mnatter of Sabbath observance, but that the claims
of the Sabbath would receive far greater respect if only
Christian methods were used to bring the institution be-
fore the people, instead of the mediseeval method of force.
In proof of this we would quote anextractfrom an article
in the New York Observer, by ‘ Holloway,’ correspondent
from California, where there are no Sunday laws. Speak-
ing of San Francisco, he says:—

¢ ‘Labor of all kinds can be carried on without hin.
drance. But whilethere is an absence of all Sunday laws,
we must not draw the conclusion that there is no respect
paid to the Lord’s day. Truth compels us to state that
San Francisco is a sabbath-keeping city. The drift is
plainly in that direction. With very rare exceptions, you
will find as much order and quiet in the streets as in
some of our most favored Eastern cities. Those who
knew California twenty years ago, now witness a far dif-
ferent order of things. The mass of the people respect
and keep the Lord’s day. No merchant of any respecta-
bility keeps his store open on the sabbath.’

FUTILITY OF SUNDAY LAWS.
Of the futility of Sunday laws, the protest says:—

*In 18835 Mr. Crafts published his book, ‘The Sab-
bath for Man.” In this book he relates that in order to
obtain a world-wide view of sabbath observance, he
corresponded with many people in different parts of
the world, asking them among other questions, the fol-
lowing:—

-
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“ “Where have you seen the best sabbath observ-
ance?’

“To this a San Francisco clergyman responds—

‘¢ Among the Christian people of California.’

‘“ Another statement in the same book is—

‘“ ‘Both laymen and ministers say that even in Cal-
ifornia the sabbath is, on the whole, better observed,
and Christian services better attended than five vears
ago.’

“ ‘Five years ago,’” at that time was three years be-
fore the repeal of the California Sunday law.”

Touching the proposed legislation, it says:—

‘“Against House Bill No. 186, entitled ‘An Act
Amending Section 1569 of General Statutes Relat-
ing to Work or Recreation on Sunday,” we most
earnestly protest.

“We protest against this amendment because its
object is to make more stringent the Sunday laws, which
are already contrary to the principles of true American-
ism. For a thousand years after Sunday began to be
observed as a professedly Christian institution, and for
a number of centuries after ordinary work was prohib-
ited on that day, no one thought of prohibiting sports
and recreation. Our Puritan ancesiors were the first to
make this attempt; and toantagonize their influence the
lawsregulating ‘Field Sports’ were passed during the reign
of the Stuarts. :

“This is a revival of Puritanism, per se. 1If its object
were to prevent a nuisance in the form of a disturbance
of public worship, it should apply alike to all days, since
what constitutes such a nuisance on one day, would con-
stitute the same nuisance on any other. But there are
already laws to prevent such a nuisance; and so this, if
that were its intent, would be cumulative legislation, and
so unnecessary. If its object is to restrain the individ-
ual, and direct him for his own personal good, as to how
he shall spend the day, we urge and protest that such
laws are paternal, and un-American. The State is not
the guardian of the individual health or welfare of its
subjects.”

The basis of the Sabbatic institution, and the con-
scientious belief of some in the Word of God, are next
referred to:—

BASIS OF THE SABBATIC INSTITUTION,

‘“The fourth commandment of the Decalogue, which
is almost universally acknowledged to be the basis of the
Sabbatic institution, reads—

 ¢Six days SHALT THOU LABOR, and do all thy work;
but the SEVENTH DAY is the SABBATH of the Lord
thy God; in it thou shalt not do any work.’

“We conscientiously believe that this means what it
says, and that it therefore requires that men shall rest
on the seventh day, and habitually work on the other
six, including the first.”

In conclusion, the protest defines the attitude of those
for whom it speaks in the matter of compulsory Sunday
legislation, and briefly summarises their objections to the
same, as follows:—

““We do not wish to compel others to either think or
act as we do in this matter; but we deny their right to

compel us, or to in any way molest us, on account of our
religious faith and doctrine. While we are loyalsupport-

ers of civil government in civil things, yet we can not
habitually rest on Sunday, for we dare not do what to us
is to disobey God, and to recognize a false and rival sab-
bath. God has given us the right to obey Him, not
as men may happen to decidé we ought, but as He by His
Spirit guides us into theunderstanding of His Word; and
the Constitution of Connecticut, before quoted, recognizes
this right in every citizen, so long as he does notobstruct
the worship of others. '

‘“ We believe, therefore, that this whole Sunday-law
movement is a giant stride backward toward the Dark
Ages.

““We believe it to be utterly inimical with both the
principles of true Americanism, as defined by the fathers
of this Republic.

‘“ We believe that it islogically a completerepudiation
of the ‘new order of things’ to which this Government
stands pledged before the world.

““We believe that if it is permitted to go on, ecelesias-
ticism will be revived, the chains of priestcraft will be
forged anew, and the nineteenth century will darken
into a night of oppression, instead of proving as it was
hoped by the fathers of the Republic that it would, but
the dawning of liberty.

“We therefore most earnestly petition the honorable
members of the Legislature of Connecticut to stand as
patriots for the principles of true Americanism, that this
Government may teach, as it was once believed that it
would, the lesson of liberty to the world.”

> > @ <4<

The Rearmament of Europe.

‘*New York Observer,” Jan. li.

THe European governments are again in a panic of
fear, or are simulating fear in order to familiarize the
minds of their subjects with the necessity for new arma-
ments. In nearly every State with land frontiers to de-
fend the parliaments are, or will soon be, confronted with
extra military budgets, even Greece, Holland and Den-
mark being occupied with projects for fresh levies or
increase of armaments. The mingled- jealousy and fear
on the Continent is so strong that the minutest change
in military organization and equipment on the part of
one power is instantly noted and followed by the others;
that men and guns are counted as carefully as if
they were gold pieces, and the alteration of a shoe
buckle becomes at once the subject of military discus-
sion. The discovery of a new high explosive, or the in-
vention of a new kind of gunpowder, creates a perfect
frenzy of apprehension, and all artillery and rifles must
be immediately adjusted to them or created anew, even
if it takes the last dollar in the treasuries and mortgages
the future. .

In the present instance it is France that has started
the alarm with the new quick firing Canet gun, which
throws a shrapnel shell loaded with 300 bullets five times
a minute, with a range of nearly 7,000 metres, and her
request for extra infantry battalions amounting to sn
increase of 70,000 men. Germany is alarmed in turn, or
pretends that she is, in order to drag new credits out of
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the pockets of her subjects, her newspapers shrieking that
with such an increase of French armament, the destruc-
tion of the German Empire is threatened. Accordingly,
she will, it is reported, expend fifty million dollars in new
quick-firing guns, of her own model, the largest isolated
expenditure on war material yet known, and will, in ad-
dition, create new infantry regiments and reorganize her
battalions and brigades. This expansion of armaments
will, it is held, necessitate a large increase of war prepar-
ation on the part of Austria, which cannot, or will think
she cannot, lose her place in the unending race toward
war without risks too heavy to bear.

So the struggle goes on, every nation having a lurk-
ing fear that it is approaching the end of its resources,
yet so oppressed with jealousy and fear that it is unwill-
ing to lighten in any particular the crushing burden of
armor it carries. There is not a government that has
any confidence in its neighbors, or any feeling of security
though armored to the toes, and so continues its prepar-
ations as if war were only a question of to-morrow, and
was certainly one of next year. Iivery oneof themknows
that but for their jealousies, which are not policies upon
the maintenance of which their existence depends, but
only vulgar jealousies, they might save annually hundreds
of millions of money and release two millions of men for
the arts of peace; but not one of them is willing to trust
the other.

And the worst feature of it all is that there is no
probability of any change, for the nations which have
struggled on in this way for twenty years can do so for
twenty years more, and will do so until some cure for
theirfears not yet suggested hasbeen found. A war which
would kill off a whole generation of men and set theclock
of civilization back fifty years might bring back the reign
of common sense, though we are not hopeful. As for
universal arbitration and disarmament, it is a mere
dream of enthusiasts.

I~ his inaugural address, President McKinley said :—

“The great essential to our happiness and prosperity
is that we adhere to the principles upon which the Gov-
ernment was established, and insist upon their faithful
observance.”

No more truthful utterance could have been made;
and we trust it will be kept in mind by the President and
also by Congress when they are being urged, as they
certainly will be, to depart; from those principles by en-
acting the so-called “Christian’’ amendment to the Con-
stitution, which would incorporate the ‘revealed will of
Jesus Christ” into the civil law of theland. ¢The prin-
ciples upon which the Government was established”
separate the State from religion; and they were adopted
not because the men who established the Government
were irreligious, for they were not; but because they had
read and profited by the lessons of history upon that
point, and had too much respect for the Christian religion
to be willing to see it drawn into the arena of political

contention. They believed in religious liberty, which
means equality for all religions before the law. Shall
this fundamental principle of our Government now be set
aside? The attitude of Congress and the President to-
ward the ““ Christian”’ amendment will furnish the answer
to this question.

> & <<

The Practical Side of It.

IT may seem to many that there is nothing more
than theory in the discussion carried on by the SENTINEL
touching the Church-and-State tendencies which are seen
to-day in the American Government. In their ownminds
at least such have no doubt queried whether these al-
leged dangers are likely to bear any tangible fruits. The
answer to this query is given in the following figures
taken from the biennial report of President Moon, of the
International Religious Liberty Association, covering
the period from March 4, 1895, to the present date:—

IMPRISONMENTS OF SEVENTH-DAY OBSERVERS FOR RE-
FUSAL TO KEEP SUNDAY.

Place.

Name of Defendant.

A. Cathay......ccocceev D4, Dayton, Tenn.
H. C. Leach..........ccceeeennns s ¢ «

J.M. Hall ..cooooviiiiiiinnns “ «

R. R. Whaley Church Hill, Md.
J. W. Beall.....oooveveeeeeenn B Fresno, Cal.

R. R. Whaley.................... 28, Church Hill, Md.
J. Mathews........cccooeeennen. e Ontario.

J. W. Lewis.............oeee 129 Tiptonville, Tenn.
P. M. Howe....oovvvveveereennnnn, 40, Chatham, Ont.
W. Simpson.......ccccceeeeeennnes e “ “

W. S. Lowry....ooonnnnnennnn. 28, Tiptonville, Tenn
J. H. Dowdy........ocoovvvinnnnnn. SO « «
0. WilBOn.....coveereieeieneennene o “ “

C. A. Gordon.........couueunnnnn. 14 Little Rock, Ark.
Mrs. C. A. Gordon.............. AR “ «
G. W. Colecord.................... 34... Dayton, Tenn.

M. C. Sturdevant................ “oll
W. Burchard................o..... “o

D. C. Plumb........oevvevneennee. L “ ¢

E. S. Abbott....cccoeeeeriiiennnnnn. “o ¢ o

I. C. Coleord......cccovvvvnneennnne 18.... “ B

H. Burchard.........c..c...... “o “ -

W. J. Kerr.oooooovevvieeeneeenn, e, ¢« L

W. Wolfooieiiieiees e, “
Total, 1,144

No account is made.in this of the temporary confine-
ment of the above and other defendants during the pro-
cess of their.respective trials.

The arrests by States -and Territories for this period
are as follows: Alabama, 1; Arkansas, 3; California, 1
Georgia, 1; Illinois, 9; Maryland, 10; Mississippi, 2;
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North Carolina, 2; Tennessee, 22; Texas, 1; Manitoba,
1; Outario, 7. Total, 60. :

This is the practical side—and intensely practical it
is to the victims—of the movement to reéstablish the
Church-and-State features of colonial times, which the
American Government was thought to have happily out-
grown. Will you still believe, reader, that therc is
“nothing in it"’?

> > o <«

“Christian Citizenship’’ Meeting in Washington,
D. C.

By Our Washington Correspondent.

THE Reform Bureau on Sunday, February 28, held
two ‘““Christian Citizenship” rallies. In the afternoon, a
meeting was held in the Western Presbyterian Church,
under the auspicesof the various young people’s societies
of the city, at which Dr. Crafts, Superintendent of the
Bureau, presided. The wmeeting was addressed by Rev.
H. W. Ennis of the Philip and Andrew Society, W. H.
Pennel, Chairman of the Good Citizenship Committee of
the Christian Endeavor Societies of the District of Co-
lumbia, Mrs. 8. D. LaFetra, Superintendent of the
World’s Christian Citizenship Department of the Wo-
man’s Christian Temperance Union, and the chairman of
the meeting, Mr. Crafts. The various lines of reform in
which the Bureau has been interested during the past
winter were presented in a general way; and the follow-
ing resolution was adopted :—

Resolved, That this meeting, called in the interest of
Christian citizenship, hereby authorizes its presiding
officer and speakers in its behalf to petition the United
States Senate to pass the Morse and Little acts, and
both Houses topass: (1) The Washington bill tofurther
protect the first day of the week in the District of Colum-
bia; (2) The Shannon bill to raise the age of protection
for girls to eighteen in the District of Columbia; (3) The
Gillett bill to forbid interstate gambling by telegraph;
and (4) the Aldrich bill to forbid the transmission by
mail or telegraph of pictures or descriptions of prize
fighting. .

The meeting in the evening was held in the Luther
Memorial Church, and there was an audience of perhaps
one hundred and fifty. Dr.J. G. Butler, pastor of the
church, presided; and addresses were made by Repre-
sentative Elijah A. Morse, Dr. J. H. Elliott, pastor of the
Church of the Ascension, Mrs. Margaret D. Ellis, na-
tional superintendent of legislation of the W.C.T. U,
and Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts.

Dr. Elliott took for his text the words, ‘“Sundays
excepted,” found in the Constitution of the United States.
He said in substance; Sunday is excepted because it is a
day of rest. It is recognized as-such. Of thirty State
constitutions defining the veto powers of the governors,
twenty-eight have used these words takenfrom the United
States Constitution, ‘‘Sundays excepted.” Since it is
excepted for the President, why not for the laborer? The
President has secured to him by the Constitution of the

United States, in the very body of that noble document,
a Sunday of rest. How then can it be argued that it is
at variance with the Constitution to enact a law with
reference to Sunday? The amendment to the Constitu-
tion forbidding the establishment of religion cannot
destroy this portion of the Constitution. That amend-
ment was proposed by those who had framed the Consti-
tution. The men who framed the Constitution observed
Sunday. 1am prepared to say that they regularly ad-
journed on Sunday. They made it a day of rest. Con-
gress recognizes that Sunday is not a legislative day;
when they work on Sunday it is still Saturday not Sun-
day. Congress has seven times enacted Sunday laws.
The gentlemen who object to the constitutionality of
these laws, do not remember what a reproach they arc
laying upon Congress when they make that charge.
Congress has again and again enacted Sunday laws.
How can any one maintain then that it is unconstitu-
tional? Has Congress always made a mistake?

We are fortified still further by the judicial decision
which was rendered in the case of King vs. Crowley. In
all the States except ldaho and California there are
Sunday laws. It is not the enactment of Sunday laws
that is un-American; but the absence of such laws. We
are not seeking for exceptional legislation, but we are
seeking to correct an exceptional lack of legislation.

We are apt to think of the small restrictions that are
imposed upon us by Sunday laws; but suppose there
had never been a Sunday of rest. Suppose we were to go
on day afterday and year after year, toiling unceasingly,
and some one came and announced a rest day, onein
seven, would we not hail him as a benefactor?

When a man becomes a naturalized American citizen,
we would have him become naturalized as a Christian.
We would have the flags of our country tell all nations
of the country’s God.

One of the speakers said that when it came to a
choice between attending a prayer meeting and a pri-
mary, the Christian citizen should go to the latter.

Dr. Crafts said the two handles of politics are the
primary and the lobby. They are now in bad hands;
and they must be laid hold of by good hands if politics
are ever to be reformed. All of us are to be engaged in
politics. We should be members of the first, second, or
“third” house. He then acted as chairman of the
““third >’ house, and the same resolutions were presented
and adopted as at the afternoon meeting.

> o<

SoME of the statements made at the ‘Christian
Citizenship” rally in Washington, reported above,
were quite characteristic of the effort to defend the
character of Sunday laws. One speaker, for instance,
said that ‘“Congress has again and again enacted Sun-
day laws,” and hence Sunday laws must be right, for
Congress could not be mistaken so many times. But rec-
ollecting that Congress itself sometimes works on Sun-
day, he said, “When they work on Sunday it is still Sat-
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urday,not Sunday’! This must be on the principle that
by turning back the hands of the clock which tells the
assembled legislators the time of day, Congress can pro-
long the last hours of an expiring session without going
beyond the day fixed for its close. As a matter of fact,
Sunday sessions of one orthe other houses of Congress are
of comparatively frequent occurrence, the last instance
of this being the session of the Senate on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 28.

e 4

National Christianity.
BY M. E. KELLOGG.

THERE seems to besomething very fascinating tosome
people in the name of ‘‘Christian nation.” They regard
it as a kind of panacea, a cure-all, for the ills that na-
tions are heir to. They seem surely to forget that if a
nation is not Christian, calling it so will not make it so;
and if it is truly a Christian nation. it does not need to
be called so.

As we scan the pages of history, we are startled by
the fact continually forced upon us, that the greatest
governmental and national acts of wickedness in many
nations were coincident with the time when they posed as
Christian nations. The massacre on St. Bartholomew’s
Day, in France, and the expelling of the Huguenots from
the same country, were national acts of the French na-
tion, and they were perpetrated at a time when the peo-
ple of France had come to believe that it was a Christian
nation. Furthermore, an act of the Pope, head of the
Catholic Church, which church at that time was almost
the only representative of Christianity, popularly so con-
sidered, sanctioned the atrocious national crime of the
murder of the Huguenots.

There was a “Christian nation’ perpetrating one of
the greatest national crimes ever known; and the head
of what was generally considered to be the Christian
Church at that time sanctioned the action! Numerous
instances of a similar character, where so-called Christian
nations have committed the greatest crimes, might be
cited.

If nations are Christian, their acts must be Christian
acts. The exact status of their Christianity is better ex-
pressed by their deeds than by anything else. Hence the
expelling of the Jews from Spain in a past age, and from
Russia in modern times, must be considered as Christian
acts. Indeed, they are good illustrations of national
Christianity.

Take the nations of Europe to-day: they are Chris-
tian nations—that is to say, some phase of the Christian
religion is united with the State and receives the support
of the State. Now, if this profession of religion by the
State amounts to anything, if it is a reality, and not a
hollow mockery and hypocritical sham, then the organic
utterances and acts of these powers, as well astheir ruling
motives of action, must be of a Christian character. And

that is to say that they must be seeking the good of
others rather than their own good.

But everyone knows that they act in a way that is
directly the reverse of this. Each nation selfishly pur-
sues its own way, with little regard to the rights or de-
sires of others, unless they are forced to respect these
rights. It is the constant study of the statesmen of each
nation to advantage that nation; and if, in so doing,
gsome other nation is injured, no sorrow is felt.

So strong is this feeling of selfish interest that na-
tions will go to war with other nations and commit mur-
der by the wholesale, that they may retain some advan-
tage, or gain some new one, over another nation. If a
nation can commit such acts and be a Christian nation
at the time because the decree of a king, an act of Par-
liament, or the decision of a court, says it is so, will not
some Christian-nation theologian please explain to a
layman why a man cannot be a Christian man by simply
saying he is such, and keep right on in doing all kinds of
wicked and selfish actions?

This idea of governmental Christianity which pro-
fesses to be what it is not, and which is Christian by
merely saying so, sets a tremendous example of evil to
the people. For if a nation can be Christian while doing
all kinds of wickedness, why can’t a man practice the
same evils and still be a Christian? Thus a “Christian
nation” actually leads the people of the nation to accept
the ideal, by which the Christianity of the nation is
dragged down to the low plane of profession without
possession.

A correspondent of the Inter Ocean, writing from the
Phillipine Islands, and describing the cruelties practised
on the natives by the Spaniards, says: ‘Spain makes
great pretensions as a Christian nation, and yet she in-
dulges in cruel practices the most contrary to the merei-
ful teachings of Christianity.” This statement shows
the utter hollowness of the profession of national Chris-
tianity. A profession of Christianity by a nation in na-
tional capacity is the inevitable prelude to cruel prae-
tices. It has been so in past ages; it will be so in our age
and in our country.

The fathers of our nation knew this, and hence laid
down the principle that ‘Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion.”” To-day we see
many thousands of people who hold that these men were
mistaken—that national Christianity, a national religion
by law, is a blessing. They are ready to try again an
experiment which has heretofore always led to persecu-
tion and to most grievous wrongs perpetrated in the
name of the merciful Redeemer. May God enlighten their
minds to the evil they would do, before it shall be too
late.

>0
>0 <+

IT is one thing to say that the Bible, as we have it
to-day, contains many passages which are not perfect
translations of the original text, and quite another thing
to say that the Bible is not infallible. There may be
many places where the best words were not used in trans-

>
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lation, but "the teaching of the Bible is truth, in every
book and every text; and that truth can be discovered
by a prayerful study of the text, comparing scripture
with scripture, as its divine Author intended should be
done. The Bible is infallible; and our eminent theologi-
ans would admit it if they were not so sure that they are
infallible themselves.

Bt i 2o SR

Religious Freedom.

From an address by Dr. David Philipson at Mound Street Temple, Chicago,
February 20.

WHEN, at the foundation of this Government, the
constitutional provision, ‘“ Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof,” was adopted, it was undoubt-
edly taken for granted by the great founders of the
Republic that the vexed problem of the connection of
Church and State, which had caused so much misery in
the world, was settled once and forever in the negative.

On Monday will be celebrated the birthday of the
man, who, by refusing a crown, made the establishment
of the Republic possible. He and his confreres felt that
only by keeping religious questions out of the counsels
of the Government altogether, was there any real possi-
bility of avoiding the dangers of sectarianism. He once
wrote: ‘‘Happily the Government of the United States,
which grants to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no
assistance, requires only that they who live under its
protection should demean themselves as good citizens,
in giving it on all occasions their effectual support.” In
these words the man of whom it has been said, ‘“that he
had no children that he might become the father of his
country,” struck the keynote of the true attitude of a
free government in all religious questions.

With what clear insight Washington and the great
Americans who stood with him at the cradle of this
Government looked into the very heart of things. The
pastis of great value in teaching succeeding generations
what to avoid, and if the past has any impressive lesson
to teach, it is this of the absolute necessity of the com-
plete separation of Church and State. For no matter
what religious party or sect has the upper hand, others
will suffer. Real liberty consists in freedom of thought
and action for the individual as long as this does not
interfere with the like liberty of all others. ]

But, were Washington to return to earth today he
would witness strange sights in this land. He would
hear of persistent and continued efforts to have an
amendment added to the Constitution recognizing the
religion of Jesus Christ as the. religion of the land. He
would learn thatin 1892 the Supreme Court declared
that this is a Christian nation; that in that same year
Congress recognized Sunday observance; that in 1896
in the Thanksgiving proclamation the President called
upon the people to observe the day in the name of Him
through whose mediation we were taught how to pray.

He would learn that a few months ago a judge in New
York City refused incorportion papers to a Jewish society
because its meetings were to be held on Sunday; in ren-
dering his decision he stated that although the law did
not fordid the holding of meetings on that day in so
many words, yet the intent of the law was such. He
would learn that in the State of Tennessee a Seventh-day
Baptist [Adventist] was sentenced to imprisonment for
working on Sunday, although he conscientiously and
religiously observed Saturday and refrained from all
work on that day. Surely these are straws showing
which way the wind is blowing. The breadth of spirit
that characterized the founders of the Government has
given way to a narrow sectarianisnr the worst feature of
which is that it is finding its way into the halls of legis-
lation.

As I recently perused an article in a leading Catholic
paper, I wondered what our Protestant friends who are
making these continued onslaughts on the Constitution
and presenting petition after petition to have the Chris-
tian religion recognized as the State religion, would
think of it. The bitterness of election contests in various
sections of the country wherein the A. P. A. has taken a
hand, may indicate what feelings would be engendered
in the breasts of these bigoted Protestants at the very
suggestion contained in that Catholic writer’s contention
that in time this will be a Catholic country.

Of course, as always, the difference is as to whose
doxy. My doxy is all right; your doxy is all wrong.
Truly, it is playing with two-edged tools. All open-
minded men and women know that the policy of the
complete separation of religion from government is the
only safe course. There is nothing that gives greater
cause for uneasiness than this reappearance of the nar-
row spirit of sect, class and race distinctions. The tri-
umph of broad humanity and liberal thought is not yet
complete. Despite parliaments of religion and interna-
tional interests, despite a century of education in the
school of liberalizing tendencies, these reactionary move-
ments seem to be growing stronger.

The victories for freedom of thought and religious
liberty that have been won can be none too jealously
guarded. In this land lies the hope of the world. To be
faithful to itself and its high mission it must persist in
ever striving to give actual realization to those other
words of the first President: “The citizeris of the United
States of America have a right to applaud themselves
for having given to mankind examples of an enlarged
and liberal policy, a policy worthy of imitation. All
possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities of
citizenship. It is now no more that toleration is spoken
of as if it were by the indulgence of one class of people
that another enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natu-
ral rights.”

> >0 <

“THAT which has everywhere characterized religious
despotism, is the claim to prevent the public manifesta-
tion of individual differences of opinion.”’—De Pressensé.
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The Penance of * Lent.”

A NEW York daily refers to “Lent” as a .season in
which the ‘“‘poor do penancefor the rich,” and inexplana-
tion of the statement, gives the following:—

“From datafurnished by experts in trade the Journal
gives careful estimates herewith of what the poor will
lose and what the rich will gain by reason of all the ‘“self-
denial” that will gladden the consciences of the fashion-
able between now and Easter.

“New York spends $3,000,000 a year for flowers
alone. Thorley, the florest, says so, and he ought to
know.

‘“ “The first three weeks of Lent are the dullest of the
year,” he said yesterday. ‘Later the trade picks up in
anticipation of Easter, but just now it is very poor. In
large establishments employés are not discharged, but
the decrease of trade affects many who are even less able
to stand the loss. The people who gather greens and do
rough work, find themselves without employment, and
to them Lent means a loss of between $400,000 and
$500,000.’

‘At Sherry’s, Delmonico’s, the Waldorf and other
places of fashionable entertainment, the servants are
never dismissed when there is nothing for them to do.
Lent to them means only a little well-earned rest.
To the marketmen, who suffer by less business at these
establishments, however, it tells’another story.

““The wholesale merchants from whom provisions for
the big banquets are purchased buy less, and the raisers
of poultry, fruits and vegetables find no buyers for their
produce. The thousands of chickens which would be con-
sumed in supreme de volaille for cotillion suppers, the
partridges, grouse, terrapin, asparagus, lettuce, hot-
house strawberries, etc., which would accompany them
on the menus, will have no purchasers, and those depend-
ant upon the sale of these for support will be obliged to
suffer the greatest privation.

“T'o the dressmakers Lent brings sadness. To their
assistants, in many cases, it means no work. The same
is true of milliners.

‘‘The musicians who furnish the music for society’s
dancing will have nothing to do until after Easter. Their
idleness will lose them about $25,000.

‘“ Another class of people who will suffer for society’s
season of penance will be household servants. Many
small establishments will do without butlers and foot-
men, now that entertaining is ended for a while, and the
housemaids will be required to do duty for them. A
number of residences will be closed, all the servants dis-
missed, and the owners will go South to be fashionable
and economie.”

By the way, what authority is there in Scripture for
this annual period of penance?
!

> >0 <4<

A pAsSSAGE which invitesecriticism in President McKin-
ley’s inaugural address is the following:—

“Equality of rights must prevail and our laws be
always and everywhere respected and obeyed. We may
have failed in the discharge of our full duty as citizens of
the great Republic, but it is consoling and encouraging
to realize that free speech, a free press, free thought, free
schools, the free and unmolested right of religious liberty

and worship, and free and fair elections, are dearer and
‘more universally enjoyed to-day than ever before.”

In saying this the President must certainly be in ig-
norance of the facts. There was a time not many years
since when such a thing as the imprisonment of honest,
conscientious men for refusing to keep Sunday, was un-
heard-of,—ﬁvlienl people declared such a thing could never
be. But what is thesituation now? The table of impris-
onments given in another column answers the question.
It is neither ““consoling” nor ‘“encouraging” to the vie-
tims of religious legislation to reflect upon the degree of
their enjoyment of the “free and unmolested right of re-
ligious liberty and worship.”

it R

The No-Definite-Day Theory of the Sabbath.

*“ Sabbath Recorder,” March 1.

IN the question column of the Golden Rule [Christian
Endeavor organ], of January 28, is the following:—

“J.H. A., Westerly. R. I. Christ’s teachings regard-
ing the Sabbath should release all Christians from the
formalism that in Christ’s own day had so largely des-
troyed the spirit of true Sabbath observance. The value
of the Sabbath consists not in observing a certain day
any more than the value of prayer consists in the way
we bow our heads or kneel, or the value of the sermon
consists in the dress the minister wears. It is not known
when the transfer was made from the Jewish Sabbath to
the Christian sabbath, but it was a transfer that un-
doubtedly had apostolic authority. It grew up from the
instinctive reverence of the early Christians for the day
onwhich our Lord rose from the grave and ascended into
heaven, and from shrinking from celebrating the day in
which he remained in the grave.”

Analyze this teaching for Christian Endeavorers.

1. There is no more importance attached to ‘‘ob-
serving a certain day”’ as the Sabbath, than there is in
the form of dress a clergyman may wear, or the position
which the body assumes when one prays. That is cer-
tainly no-Sabbathism loose enough for the most liberal.
Now Sunday is surely a definite and “certain day,” a
fixed day of the week, and since Sabbath-keeping need
not be associated with any one ‘certain day,” it need
not be fixed on Sunday, or associated with it. What an
excellent theory to cultivate regard for Sabbath reform
on Sunday !

2. It is not known when Sunday was put in place of
the Sabbath, but ‘“undoubtedly” it was done by ‘“apos-
tolic authority.” If the last ‘“undoubtedly” be correct,
it can be known easily when it was done. ‘‘ Apostolic
authority” cannot be without the sanction, example or
precept, or both, of the apostles; and if it be precepts
without example there must be some clear and definite
reason why inspired apostles did not follow their own
precepts. It happens that the records of the apostolic
precepts, and the doings of apostolic men, are confined
to a brief period and a plain, uncontested record. The
Golden Rule defies logic and history, and ‘‘begs the whole
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question’ at issue when it attempts to hide behind such
an ‘‘undoubtedly,” without even a reference, much less a
quotation, from the Word of God. Is that teaching
young people to build their faith on the Scriptures? Is
that loose way of avoiding a vital issue preparing young
people to be stalwart Sabbath reformers? . . .

All this comes because the (folden Rule does not dare
to follow the Bible and the example of Christ in keeping
the Sabbath.

>> o <

How that Protestantism, so-called, which denies the
miraculous in Scripture, is putting a weapon into the
hands of Rome, may be seen by the following from the
Catholic Standard and Times:—

“The example in Bible-smashing set by the Rev. Dr.
Lyman Abbott, is becoming contagious. Not only did
he continue his iconoclastic work last Sunday by attack-
ing the character of the Canticle of Canticles (the Prot-
estant Song of Solomon), but another Congregationalist
minister, the Rev. Dr. William Lloyd, of New York, de-
clared his disbelief in Balaam’s ass having actually spoken
to the prophet.

¢ ‘I believe,” he said, ‘that this talking took place in
the prophet’s own mind. His conscience put the words
into the dumb animal’s mouth. The angel in his
pathway was also a phantom conjured by his guilty
conscience.’

“Rationalism is evidently gaining on Protestantism
with giant strides.”

>> o 4=

THE editor of the leading organ of American Method-
ism, who recently created a ‘scene’ at a meeting of
Methodist ministers, by declaring that the English Bible
is not infallible, now says that what he said was nothing
but ‘“a truism old as the centuries.” But if it was noth-
ing anyway, why did he take the trouble to bring it be-
fore a meeting of three hundred Methodist ministers?
We would suppose that such an assemblage would
hardly need to be reminded of a *“‘truism old as the cen-
turies.”

In this position Dr. Buckley is indorsed by Lyman
Abbott, and the latter is in turn approved by “Bob”
Iugersoll. When men deny the infallibility of the Bible,
English or otherwise, they place themselves in a line
which has an applauding atheist at the other end of it.

—_— b t———

IT would doubtless be generally conceded that in the
process of arresting a man and haling him to the police
station, there is nothing which savors of observance of
the ‘““sabbath.” Yet some people are so anxious that
everybody shall keep Sunday that they would furnish
extra work for the police force on that day in arresting
such as do not want to keep it. Like the man who was
determined to have peace even if he had to fight for it,
they are determined to have Sunday rest even if they
have to make Sunday work to get it. Is it because po-
licemen are supposed to have no souls or to be excused

from the requirements of divine law, that they are thus
shut out from ‘“‘sabbath’’ observance in the interests of
‘“sabbath” observance ?

IN view of the complaints made nowadays by Rome’s
prelates about the “perversion” of history by ‘Protest-
ant historians,” it may be interesting to know what they
would regard as proper history. Here is a sample,
taken from an address by Cardinal Moran, Archbishop of
Sydney:—

‘“But, in the thirteenth century, the burghers and
citizens successfully asserted their claim of liberty, and
broad and solid were laid the foundations of what we
cherish to-day as our most precious political heritage.
‘For Northern Europe,” says Mr. Harrigon, ‘the thir-
teenth century is the era of the definite establishment of
rich, free, self-governing municipalities.” ”

The Papacy will not be satisfied with anything short
of “history” which will eulogize the Dark Ages.

o<

THE New York World, of February 28, very properly
takes exception to opposition directed against a Cabinet
appointee on account of his religious belief, and defends
him by quoting the First Amendment to the Constitution,
which forbids religious legislation by Congress and any
congressional abridgment of freedom of speech. What the
World should have quoted, however, is that clause of the
Constitution which forbids any religious test in determin-
ing the fitness of a candidate for public office. There
would be less open disregard of the Constitution if there
were less ignorance on the part of the people respecting
the constitutional safeguards of their rights.

e e 4 A

IT is announced from Washington, D. C., that news
has been received from Rome that the Pope is preparing
a bull addressed to the Catholic hierarchy in the United
States calling for a ‘plenary council” in Baltimore on
May 1. This has been done, it is said. by the special ad-
vice of Satolli. Mgr. Martinelli will preside at the Coun-
cil, and will be vested with plenary powers, giving him
ecclesiastical preéminence over all other prelates in this
country while the session continues. The subjects which
will receive special attention, it is said, arepublic instruec-
tion, nationalism, and papal doctrine on the subject of
secret societies. '

> > o <<

A Kaxssas legislator named Walters has, if report be
true, introduced in the law-making body of his State, a
bill to give statutory force to the Ten Commandments.
In support of his bill he said that ‘‘the men of the pres-
ent generation have become doubters and scoffers,” and
that ‘“having no fear of punishment beyond the grave.
they continually violate the law given on Mount Sinai.”
Religious people are nowadays getting so intoxicated
with the idea of making people moral by law, that there
is not much reason to doubt the truth of this report.
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An exchange scores a point on Sunday-law advocates
who hold to the doctrine of evolution, in the following

“ Some of the clergy who believe that the six ‘days
of creation in Genesis mean six geological periods of in-
computable length are heard quoting the fourth com-
mandment as authority for Sunday idleness. The com-
mandment sets out that God made the world in six days
and rested on the seventh. Why, then, havent we a
Sunday law enforcing rest for a “‘geological period *?”

Sunday, February 28, the Sunday law was generally
enforced for the first time upon barbers in New York City.
The Corporation Council being called upon for a strict
construction of the law, have decided that barbers must
not shave customers on Sunday after 1 o'clock 5. m .,
except when the customer is actually in the chair at that
hour. If he is only waiting to be shaved when the clock
strikes one he must go unkempt.

The Corcoran art gallery in Washington, D. C., was
opened on Sunday to the public for the first time, Febru-
ary 28. Nearly four thousand people improved the op-
portunity to view the collection of art treasures, the
majority being of the class who find in Sunday their only
day of recreation. The result was taken as fully vindi-
eating the action of the trustees in opening the gallery
for Sunday visitation.

The Bridgeport, Conn., Evening Post, of February
26, reports a case in court inthat city—"the Spiritual
Temple Case”—in which the judge said in his charge to
the jury, “You are to determine who is the true God.”
Such a report seems almost incredible, but in these days
a person must be prepared to expect almost anything
in the way of developments savoring of a union of Church
and State.

In a matter of the defense of personal rights, one in-
dividual stands for the whole people. When individua!
liberty is attacked in any instance, the whole people are
made defendants. When individualism falls, the whole
people fall with it.

A Spokane, Wash., journal reports that the Sunday
law is enforced in Colfax, that State, with much *sue-
cess.” Even the most liberal sections of the great West
seem to be fast retrograding to the mediaeval idea of en-
forced religion.

The idea that it is better for Christians to goto a
primary than to a prayer-meeting, when the#wo fall on
the same evening, is characteristic of that religion which
demands the enforcement of Sunday.

A vir1 prohibiting all Sunday sports and games is
now under consideration by the legislature of New York.
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The saloon-keeper by force of law is compelled to help
pay the taxes on my church, in the use of which | de-
nounce his infernal traffic. 1f the saloon-keeper is taxed
to support my church, in all fairness he ought to have
something to say in its management. “No taxation
without representation.”7—Rev. Madison C. Peters.

For the same amount of money that New York City
is to raise by taxation this year the people of Holland
will drain the Zuyder Zee, build a vast moat of solid ma-
sonry thirty miles long and reclaim half a million acres
of land that will support a population almost as great
as ours—New York World.

“So long as religion does not step out of its province
it should not, in any of its forms, depend on the good
pleasure of the State. It belongs to the civil power
neither to authorize nor forbid it; for here the civil
power clashes with a primordial right of the individual."
—De Pressensé.

The South CarolinaHouse is reported to have passed
a bhill requiring a license for every business, profession,
or calling, including that of ministers of the gospel.

By a vote of 209 to 149, the British House of Com-
mons decided, February 10, against the prohibition of
liquor selling in public houses on Sundays.
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THE STORY OF
PITCAIRN [ISLAND.

(SECOND EDITION.)

BY ROSALIND AMELIA YOUNG,
A Native Daughter.

Pitcairn Island, one of the volcanic gems of
the Pacific, has been heard of wherever the Eng-
lish language has been si)oken. The story of the
working out of the problem of human life on its
limited territory reads stranger and more thrill-
ingly in many respects than a romance. But
most, if not all, of the tales told and books
printed have either been too fragmentary or in-
correct and misleading. It will be interesting to
the friends of that miniature world to know that
an authentic history has been written, and that
lm/_a native of the island, one to the manorborn.

issRosa Young is one of the direct descendants
of the mutineers of the Bounty. The book is a
plain, unvarnished tale of Pitcairn and its inhab-
tants from its settlement to the year 1894. It is
written with a charming simplicity of style
which refreshes the reader and invites a confin-
ual perusal. Illustrated with 26 engravings by
the half-tone process, and its 23 chapters have
each aneatly engraved heading.

Price, - - - St -««

PACIFIC PRESS PUPLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York City, N. Y.

Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

The Cyclone Still Whirls.

Be Sure Yon Don’t Miss the Whirl this
Winter,

For if you do you will miss a chance of a life
time to make fine wages at a time of the year
when nothing else can he accomplished.

It will win 'you friends, and hold its
trade as no other article thatis
now on the market will do.

Qive itatrial and your success
is certain

See what ethers say*

Isom, Brooks County, Ga., Oct. 5, 1896.
Messrs. Coon Bros., Battle Creek, Mich.
Gentlemen: | received the machine all right
Have given it a trial, and like it splendid. lam
now ready to take the agenc*
Yours truI y_i_

4James St., Victoria, B. C., Sept. 28,1896.

Messrs. Coon Bros., Battle Creek, Mich.

Gentlemen; | have succeeded in convincing a
?reatnumberof people that the “Cyclone” is
irstclass. | have testimonials of its merits. |
still think that | can putin a good many in the
province. Trusting to hear from you soon.

I am yourstruly,
Samuel Bartlett.

. Merchants.

Agenl8 wanted Inevery county.
Address,

COON BROTHERS,
182 0° Hanover St.,
Battle Creek, Mloh.

His Glorious Appearing.

An Exposition of Matthew 24~

REVISED, ENLARGED, AND ILLUSTRATED.

Contains ninety-six ﬁages, with twenty full-page
illustrations. The work takesup ChrisVs
great prophecy of his ownsecond com-
|n?,ana the signs of the times are
clearlypointed outin relation to
that greatest of all events.

JUST THE BOOK FOR THE TIMES.

Interesting, Timely, and Instructive.
Price, attractive board cover, .25

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING- 00,,
39 Bond st., Hew York City.

AMERICAN SENTINEL.

“l am surprised,”

Says Prof. E. A.
Sheldon, President
of the State Normal
School, Oswego, N.Y.
“that so much that
is valuable for one
to know is brought
intososmall acom-
pass and sold at so
small a price.”

THE NEW

Webster Dictionary
AND
Complete Vest-
Pocket Library
is _full of happy sur-
prises. Itsuccessfully
combines a Diction-
ary of 40,800 words;

a ~complete Parlia-
mentary Manual;

Literary Guide, etc.
Positivély the only
ocket ™ dictionary

giving the full pro-
nunciation of words.

Over 300,000 cop-
ies sold.

“1 shall give this
book a place in my
vest pocket, a place

that no_other book thus far has had.”—C. C.
Gaines, Pres, of Eastman Business College.

192 Pages, 5%x2% in., Weight, 2 ounces.
Should be owned by every Student, Business
Man, and Person of Intelligence.

Cloth, 25 cents; Morocco, 50 cents; Extra Qual-
ity with Three Years’ Calendar, Perpetual
Memorandum, and Safety Postage-Stamp
Holder, 60 cents.

Address all orders to

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York City.

J Greek-English  Lexicon

The New Testament.
Revised and Enlarged by
M A

Thomas Sheldon Green,
WITH A PREFACE BY

H. L. Hastings,
Editor of the Christian, Boston, Mass.

AND A SUPPLEMENT BY

J. H. Thayer, D D, Litt. D

Professor of New-Testament Criticism and In-
terpretation in the Divinity School of
————— Harvard University.-———-

Containing additional Words and Forms to be
fonnd in one or another of the Greek Texts in
current use, es| ema\lll\)/ those of Lachmann, Tisch-
endorf, Tregelles, estcott, and Hort, and the
Revisers of 1881.

““The best thing of the kind for the money. "

PAPER BINDING, Postpaid, 35c.

Address,
Pacific Press Publishing Co..
39 Bond St., New YorkCity, N. Y.

Steps to Christ.

In twelve chapters are presented in a simple
and beautiful manner the steps by which a sin-
ner may be made complete in Christ. It contains
a wealth of counsel and encouragement for those
who are laboring with the difficulties that beset
a growing experience.

Price (Flemiag Revell edition) - - 75
Address this Office.

The Rights of the People

Or Civil Government and Religion.

BY ALONZO T. JONES.

fln Up-to-Date Pamphlet on the Prin-
eiples of Religious Liberty.

- THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE ” contains
fifteen chapters, the following being a portion of
the chapter headings:—

Christianity and the Roman Empire—W hat Is
Due to God and What to Casar—The Powers
That Be—How the United States Became a Na*
tion—What Is the Nation?—Who Made the Na
tion?—Religious Right in the United States—
Religious Rights Invaded—The People’s Right of
Appeal—National Precedent on Right of Appeal
—Sunday-law Movement in the Fourth Century
and its Parallel in the Nineteenth—Will the Peo-
pie Assertand Maintain Their Rights?—Religious
Rights in the States.

In the four appendixes to the book are given
the Declaration <f Independence—The C<»nstitu-
tion of the United States—The Dred Scott Deci-
sion and the ,*Christian Nation” Decision.

This isa book of permanent value and refer-
ence and stugil and one that all should possess.
It contains 384 pages, with several illustrations,
is issued as_No. 32 of the Religious LiUrty 14*
brary, and is bound in paper covers.

Price 40 rent*

A FIIVEREDITION on laid paper is also ready.
It is neatly bound in cloth. Price One Dollar.

Address orders to

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond Street, New Vork City.

Kon&8City. Mo. Oakland, G

“ Law OF GOD as CHMGED By THE
raracy.'

This chart has been thoroughly revised, and
contains some of the more recent utterances of
this great apostate power.

The d)lan of the chart is the same as the old
one. n either side are telling quotations from
Catholic authorities admitting and boasting of
the change, while the “Commandments as
tChanged by the Papacy '* occupy a central posi-
ion.

It is a forcible presentation of the subject, and
will be a valuable help to Bible workers and
ministers. Size 36x48 inches. Price $1.00. Printed
on thin paper for_ inclosure in letters and miscel-
laneous distribution, 50 cents per 100.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond Nt, New York,
Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

50 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE.

TRADE MARKS,
DESICNS,
COPYRICHTS &c.
Anyone sending a sketch and description may
quicKly ascertain, free, whether an invention is
probably patentable. Communications strictly
confidential. Oldest agency for securing patents
In_Amerida. e have a Washington office.
Patents taken through Munn & Co. lecelve

special notice in the

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

beautifully illustrated, largest circulation of
an sc;entlflcmurnal,Weekly,terms$3.00a ear;
s.

150sir mon Specimen copies and Hand
ook on Patents sent free. Address
MUNN & CO.,

361 Proudway. New York.
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Tre Stomach:

Its Disorders and
HOW to Cure Them.

By J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,

SCPKRINTKNDKNT OF THE BATTLE CREEK (MiCH.) SANITARIUM

This book presents in a nutshell what every person ought to know about
the stomach, its functions in health, the symptoms produced by disease,
and the best methods of cure. The long experience of the already well-
known author in the treatment of stomach disorders, in his supervision of
the Battle Creek Sanitarium, makes this ‘a 'work of inestimable value, not
only for the sick but those who desire to keep well.

THE FOLLOWING ABE LEADING CHAPTER HEADINGS!
The Organs of Digestion. The Maladies of the Modem Stomach,
The Systematic Treatment of Indigestion, Foods, The Digestive Fluids
Important and New Discoveries Relating to Digestion, Treatment of Dis-
Remedies for the Home Treatment of Dyspepsia, pepsia,
General View of the Digestive Process, The Symptoms of]Dyspepsia,
Quacks and Nostrums.

The work is illustrated with more than one hundred and thirty cuts,
Including eleven full-page plates, three colored plates, etc.

This work ought to be,in the hands of every dyspeptic.

PRICE, Cloth, $1.50. - - Half Buffing, $2.00.

Modern Medicine Publishing Company,
Battle Creek, Mich.
The TW O Of Great Irrpcrtance to
Every American Citizen.
REPUBLICS.

By ALONZO T. JOXKS.

A COMPARATIVE
HISTORY OF THE TWO GREATEST
REPUBLICS,

Rome .» - United States

=G CS®SC=

The study of years and elaboration of many volumes, are presented in a
concise and pleasing manner. In reviewing the history of the Roman Re-
public, the rocks upon which she stranded have been clearly pointed out. It
contrasts the principles underlying enforced religious observances, with the
true principles of

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM FOR EVERY T1AN,

which are guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States. * The “ Two
Republics' comprises 896 octavo pages, and is printed from clear, new
electrotypes, on fine, tinted paper, beautifully and substantially bound, and
is lllustrated with 67 full-page engravings. The work is furnished In the
following styles of binding:—
Thin paper edition, plain edges $1.85
Cloth, marbled edges, - - - 250 -
“oGiltedges, s 3.00

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,

39 Bond Street, New York.

Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal
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Invaluable to Bible and History Students.

THE EMPIRES OF THE BIBLE

FROM THE TIME OF THE FLOOD
TO THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY.

By ALONZO T. JONES.

Recent research in Babg/lon and Egypt has brought to light many valu-
able historical records that were inscribed in stone by the ver¥ men living in
those ancient times.. These records and the Bible history of the same time
are woven together in one connected story. Another important feature of
the book is the tracing in a series of twenty-one maps, the course of those
empires. The design of the book is unique, and every student either of Bible
istory will find"it invaluable.

410 Pages.  Cloth, Post-paid, $1.50.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY,
89 Bond Street, New York City, N. V.

Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

Political Speeches and Debates

ABRAHAM LINCOLN and STEPHEN A. DQU6LAS

Containing all the important speeches of “ The Giants ' from 1854 to 1861,
giving a fair and FULL HISTORY OF THE SLAVERY QUESTION, and
the great constitutional questions involved therein, from the beginning of
the nation to the outbreak of the CivilWar. An attack was then being
made upon the Declaration of Independence and the National Constitution.
To-day another attack isheing made upon these same charters of our lib-
erties. The history made just previous to the CivilWar formsamos,
vital part of the national annals, and should, in itself, warrant the stud”
of those times. But in view of the present attack upon the Constitution,
this subject becomes one of the greatestimportance to every thinking in-
dividual. The work contains 555 pages, printed from new, cleartype, with
numerous full-page half-tone illustrations, including portraits of Lincoln
and Douglas.

Hound in Ruckram, price, $1.75.
“ &6 &6 giltedges,price, 2.25.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,
39 Bond Street, New York.

Karmas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.,

THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY
OF CANADA

AND THE

CHICAGO and GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY

Form the GREAT THROUGH LINE to all Points In the
W est,

AND OFFER TO THE TRAVELING PUBLIC THE ADVANTAGE OF
THROUGH TRAINS WITHOUT TRANSFER, AND A VIEW OF

THE ST. CLAIR TUNNEL,

“THE LINK THAT BINDS TWO GREAT NATIONS.”

it is the greatest submarine tunnel in the world, extending from
Port Huron, Midi., under the St. Clair River to Sarnia, Ontario, and
connecting the Grand Trunk Railway System of Canada with the Chi-
cago & Grand Trunk Railway. It has just been completed ata cost of
62,700,000.

The tunnel proper is a continuous iron tube, nineteen feetand ten
inches in diameter, and 6,025 feet, or more than a mile long. The length
of the approaches, in addition to the tunnel proper, is 5,603feet, making
a little over two miles.

Trains of the Grand Trunk and Chicago & Grand Trunk Railways
are hauled through this tunnel by engines specially constructed for the
purpose. They are said to be the largest engines in the world. The en-
tire weight of the engine and tender rests upon ten drive-wheels. The
weight of one of these monster engines in actual service is found to be
approximately one hundred tons.

N.J. POWER,
G. P. A. Grand Trunk Ry.,

Montreal, Canada.

FEAISTK TP. DW YT
N

W. E. DAVIS,
G.P.ctT.A. C. & G. T. Ry.

Chicago, I'l1l.
ER
R

Eastern Passenger Agent, G. y.,
EW YORK CITY.

27 1 BROADWAY,
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[nteresting dcenes wd - -
.« Historical Facts

Descriptive of the World-Renowned

YO SEMITE VALLEY,

BvJ. M. HUTCHINGS,

OF YO SEMITE.

%

Read About the

Big Trees
of’
California.

LD

496 Pages,
29 Chapters,

155 IHustrations.

o#

DRIVING THROUGH LIVING TREES

The High Sierra, with its (Magnificent Scemery, {ncient and Modern Glaciers, and other Objects of Interest.

If you cannot go to Yo Semite Valley, you can see the pictures of some of the most interesting

scenes there. You can read about it in this book.

P®™ The former Price was $3.25,
We offer it now,jfor $1.60, postpaid.

Address—--
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
390 BOND STREET, NEW YORK OCITY.



